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PROCEEDINGS  AND  DEBATES 


THE  SENATE  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES, 

AT  THE  FIHST  aESSION  OF  THE  NINTH  CONGRESS,  BEGUN  AT  THE  CITT  OP 
WASHINGTON,  MONDAT,  DECEMBER  8,  180G. 


HoifDAT,  December  3, 1805. 
Tbe  first  session  of  tbe  Ninth  Congreu.  con- 
fonniblf  to  ibe  CoDsiitulioa  o(  the  United  Sl«tea, 
NmmeDced  this  daf,  at  ibe  City  of  Washington, 
ud  the  Seoate  asssmbled. 


WiLLiAu  Pldmeb  and  NicHOLAa  OiLMAti,  from 
New  Hampshire. 

Joss  dciNOY  AnAHs  and  Timothy  Pickes- 
aa,  from  Massachusetts. 

James  Hillhoosii^  and  Ubiah  Tract,  from 
Conaeeiicnt. 

jAuee  Fenncb,  from  Rhode  Island. 

Stephek  R.  Bradlet  and  Israel  Smith,  from 
Tennont. 

Sahczl  L.  Mitcbill,  from  New  York. 

JoHK  Condit  and  Aabok  Kitchbl,  from  New 
Jerscf. 

Georsb  Looam  and  Sahcbl  Maoi.at,  from 
Pcnnsjrlvania. 

Samdel  WniTB,  from  Delaware. 

Samuel  Smith,  from  Maryland. 

Datid  Stohb,  from  North  Carolina. 

Thomas  Sdhteb  and  John  Qaillard,  from 
Sosih  Carolina. 

Abbabam  Balowtn,  from  Georgia. 

Datid  Smith,  from  Tennessee. 

Thomas  Wobthinotoh,  from  Ohio. 

The  Vice  Pbbbident  being  absent,  the  Senate 
poceedcd  to  the  election  of  a  President  pro  (em., 
*s  the  ConsUtDtion  provides,  and  the  honorable 
Samdel  Smitb  was  appointed. 

The  credentials  of  the  following  Senators  were 
rod,  Tiz : 

Of  Abbabam  Baldwin,  appointed  a  SeL 

t^  the  Leeislature  of  the  Stale  of  Georgia,  for 
iSe  term  or  six  years,  from  the  3d  day  of  March 
list;  of  Jambs  A.  Batabd,  appointed  a  Senator 
br  the  Legislature  of  (he  Stale  ot  Delaware,  for 
the  ttna  of  six  years,  from  the  3d  day  of  March 
lut;  of  Jambs  Fenneb,  appoioieJ  a  Senator  by 
<!)«  Legislatate  of  Ibe  State  of  Rhode  Island,  for 
l^e  term  of  six  years,  from  the  3d  day  of  March 
lui-,  of  NicBOLAB  Oilman,  appointed  a  Senator 
W  the  Legislatnre  of  the  State  of  New  Hamp- 
•ue,  for  the  term  of  six  years,  from  the  3d  day 


of  March  last;  of  Aaron  Eitchei~  appointed  a 
Senator  by  the  Legislature  of  the  Stale  of  New 
Jersey,  to  serve  during  the  term  limited  by  the 
CoDstiiulion;  of  Timotby  Picebrinq,  appointed 
a  Senator  by  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Mas- 
sachusetts, lor  the  term  of  six  years,  to  commence 
on  the  4th  day  of  March  last;  of  Dakiel  Smith, 
appointed  a  Senator  bv  the  Legislature  of  the 
State  of  Tennessee,  for  the  term  of  six  years,  from 
the  3d  of  March  last;  and  of  Bdckner  TflRoa- 
toh,  appointed  a  Senator  by  the  Legislature  of 
the  State  of  Kentucky. 

The  oath  was  administered  by  the  President  to 
the  following  Senators,  as  the  law  prescribes : 
Mr.  Baldwin,  Mr.  Fenner,  Mr.  Giuiak,  Mr. 
KtTCHEL,  Mr.  PicEEHiNO,andMr.  Smith,  of  Ten- 
nessee; also,  to  Mr.  ScHTER,  appointed  a  Sena- 
tor by  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  South  Car- 
olina, for  the  term  of  six  years,  commencing  on 
the  4th  dav  of  March  laaL 

Ordered,  That  the  Secretary  wait  on  the  Pres- 
ident of  the  United  States,  and  acquaint  him  that 
a  quorum  of  the  Senate  is  assembled,  and  that,  in 
the  absence  of  the  Vice  President,  tbey  baTo 
elected  the  honorable  Samdel  Smith  President 
of  the  Senate  pro  Umpare. 

Ordered,  That  the  Secretary  make  a  like  com- 
munication to  the  House  of  Re  presents  liToa. 

Ordered,  That  Messrs.  Sumter  and  Mitchill 
be  a  committee,  on  the  pari  of  the  Senate,  with 
such  committee  as  the  House  of  Representatirea 
may  appoint  on  their  pari,  to  wait  on  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  Stales  and  notify  him  that  a 
quorum  of  the  two  Houses  is  assembled,  and  ready 
to  receive  any  communication  that  he  may  be 
pleased  to  make  to  ibem. 

Resolved,  That  each  Senator  be  supplied  dur- 
ing the  present  session  with  three  such  newspa- 
pers, printed  in  any  of  the  Stales,  as  he  may  choose, 
provided  that  the  same  be  furnished  at  the  usual 
rate  for  the  annual  charge  of  such  papers. 

Resolved,  That  James  Mathers,  Sfergeaot-at- 
Arms  and  Doorkeeper  to  the  Senate,  be,  and  ho 
is  hereby,  authorized  lo  employ  one  assistant  and 
two  horses,  for  the  purpose  of  performing  such 
services  as  are  usually  required  by  the  Dooraeepet 
to  the  Senate ;  and  that  the  sum  of  twenty-eight 
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dollars  be  allowed  him  weekly  for  tbat  purpose 
during  the  session,  and  for  twenty  days  alter. 

Regotved,  That  two  Chaplains,  of  different  de- 
nominatioQa,  be  appointed  19  Congress,  for  the 
present  session,  one  tty  each  House,  who  shall  !□- 
terchange  weeicly. 

Ordered,  That  the  Secretary  desire  the  con- 
currence of  the  House  of  RepreseniatiTes  in  ihb 
lesolutioD. 

Tuesday,  December  3. 

JoBEPB  Anderson,  from  the  Slate  of  Tennes- 
see; pccKMER  Thbdston,  from  ttte  ^tate  of  K^o- 
tucky  ;  and  Rohbbt  Wriqht,  from  the  State  of 
Maryland,  attended. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Represen  la  lives 
informed  the  Senate  that  a  quorum  of  the  House 
of  RepcesentatiTes  is  assembfed,  and  have  appoint- 
ed Nathaniel  Macon,  Esq.,  one  of  the  Repre- 
aenutires  for  North  Carolina,  their  Speaker,  and 
are  ready  to  proceed  lo  business.  The  House  of 
Representatives  have  appointed  a  coiamiiiee  on 
their  pert,  jointly,  with  the  committee  eppoin led 
on  the  part  of  the  Senate,  to  wait  on  l'  ~ 
dent  of  the  United  States,  and  notify  hi 
quorum  of  the  two  Houses  is  assembled,  a  ly 

to  receive  any  coiumunicaiions  that  nt 
pleased  to  make  to  them.  The  House  1 
sentalives  a^ree  to  the  resolution  of  th 
for  the  appointment  of  two  Chaplains. 

Mr.  Sumter  reporled|  from  the  committee  ap- 
pointed yesterday  to  wait  on  ibe  President  of  the 


Wormed  the  committee  that  he  would  make  his 
communications  to  the  two  Houses  at  twelve 
o'clock  this  day. 

The  oath  prescribed  by  law  was  administered 
toMr.  Thhcbton. 

The  followipg  Message  was  receiyed  from  the 
Phesideht  of  the  United  States; 

id  tfnugi,  ^  ..w-. «...-.— ««, 

Vnitta  Stala  of  America 

At  a  moment  wnan  the  naliona  of  Europe  are  in 
oommotion,  and  arming  sgaingt  each  other,  and  when 
Ihoae  with  whom  we  have  principal  intercourse  btc  en- 
gaged ID  the  general  contest,  and  when  the  coun- 
tenance of  Mine  of  them  towards  our  peaceable 
counti;  threateikB  that  even  that  ma;  not  be  unaf- 
fected by  what  ii  puaing  on  the  general  tbeitr«,  a 
meeting  of  the  Representatives  of  the  nation  in  both 
Hauaea  of  Congrew  hat  beoome  more  than  usually  de- 
niable. Cooling  from  every  aection  of  our  country 
they  bring  with  them  the  lentimenti  and  the  iofonna- 
lion  of  the  whole,  and  will  be  enihled  to  give  a  diiec- 
^on  to  the  public  alTairB,  which  the  will  and  the  n ' 
domof  the  whole  will  approve  and  support. 

In  taking  a  view  of  me  state  of  our  country,  we, 
the  first  place,  notice  the  late  affliction  of  two  of  < 
cities  under  the  fatal  fever  which,  in  latter  times,  has 
accasionally  visited  our  shores.  FroviiJenoe, 
goodness,  gave  it  an  early  termination  on  thai  01 
and  lessened  the  number  of  victims  which  have  usually 
fliBen  before  it.  In  the  course  of  the  aeveral  vieitatloas 
by  this  disease,  it  has  appeared  that  it  is  strictly  local, 
incident  to  dties  and  on  the  tide  waters  only,  incom- 


monicable  in  the  coautry,  either  by  penons  under  the 
diietae,  or  by  goodi  carried  irom  diseased  places ;  that 
^CCe^  is  7ilh   the  autumn,  and  it  diaappeara  with 
I  early  frost*.    Tbete  reatrictiona,  within   narrow 
lita  of  time  and  space,  give  security  even  to  our  mar> 
itime  cities  during  three-fourths  of  the  year,  and  to  the 
[try  always.     Although  from  these  facts  it  appears 
nnnecessary,  yet  to  sitisly  the  fears  of  foreign  nations, 
id  cautions  on  their  part,  not  to  be  complained  of  in 
danger  whose  limits  are  yet  unknown  to  them.  I 
^sye  itnotlf  cDJoinegd  on  the  officers  at  the  bead  of  the 
to   certlry,  with  exact  truth,  for  every  vessel 
ir  a  foreign  port,  the  state  of  health  respecting 
this  fever  which  prevails  at  the  place  Irom  which  she 
salla.     Under  every  motive  ftom  character  and  duty  to 
oeitily  the  troth,  I  b*ve  no  doubt  they  have  (aithtully 
executed  this  injunction.     Much  real  injury  has,  how- 
ever, been  sustained  from  a  propensity  to  identity  with 
tbia  endemic,  and  to  call  by  the  same  name,  fevers  of 
very  difierent  kinds,  whidi  have  been  known  at  all 
times  and  in  all  countries,  end  never  have  been  placed 
among  those  deemed  contsgiififs.    As  we  advance  in 
our  knowledge  of  thiq  dieease,  as  facts  develop  the 
source  from  which  individuals  receive  it,  the  Slate  au- 
thorities charged  with  the  care  of  the  public  health,  and 
C>ODgrosa  vrim  that  of  the  general  commerce,  wijl  be- 
came able  to  regulate  with  eflect  their  rcapective  Amo- 
tions in  these  departments.    The  burden  of  quaran- 
tines is  felt  at  hopie  as  well  as  abnuii )  their  efficacy 
merits  eiaminatian.    Although  the  health  laws  of  the 
Stales  should  be  found  to  need  no  present  revisal  by 
Congress,  yet  commerce  claims  that  tlieii  attention  be 
er  awake  to  them. 

Sinee  our  last  meeting  the  aspect  of  our  foreign 
lationa  has  conaiderabty  changed.  Our  coasU  have 
been  infcated,  and  our  harbors  watched,  by  private 
armed  vessels,  some  of  them  without  commissions, 
seme  witb  illegal  commissions,  others  with  those  of 
legal  form,  but  committing  piratical  acts  beyond  the 
anthori^  of  th«r  commiaaions.  They  have  captur- 
ed, in  the  very  entrance  of  our  harbors,  as  well  as 
on  the  high  seaa,  not  only  the  vessels  of  our  frienda 
coming  to  trade  with  us,  but  our  own  also.  They 
have  carried  them  off  under  pretence  of  legal  adjudica- 
tion ;  but,  not  daring  to  approach  a  court  of  justiee, 
they  have  plundered  and  sank  them  by  the  way,  or  in 
obscure  places,  where  no  evidence  could  ariae  against 
them ;  maltreated  the  crews,  and  abandoned  tl^m  in. 
boats  in  the  open  sea,  or  on  desert  shores,  without  food 
or  covering.  These  enormities  appearing  to  be  mi- 
reached  by  any  control  of  their  Sovereigns,  I  found  it 
necessary  to  equip  a  force  to  cruise  within  our  own 
seas,  to  arrest  all  vessels  of  these  descriptions  found 
hovering  on  our  coasla,  within  the  limits  of  the  Gulf 
Stream,  and  to  bring  the  offenders  in  for  trial  as  pi- 

The  same  system  of  hovering  on  our  coasts  and  har- 
bors, under  color  of  seeking  enemies,  ha*  been  also 
carried  on  by  public  armed  ships,  to  the  great  annoy- 
ance and  oppression  of  unr  commerce.  New  princi- 
plee,  too,  have  been  interpolated  into  Ihe  law  of  na- 
lioDs,  founded  neither  in  justice  nor  the  usage  or  ac- 
kuowledgmaat  of  nations.  According  to  these,  a  bel- 
ligerent take*  to  itself  a  commerce  witb  its  own 
enemy  wbii^  it  denies  to  a  neutral,  on  the  ground  of 
its  aiding  that  enemy  in  the  war.     But  reason  re*<dts 


u'  constituents,  and  dte  dn^  of  maintain- 
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Of  litB  antlHviqr  of  tommi,  Ihs  only  ntopire  betWMn 
jiat  DstioBs,  itnpow  on  lu  the  oblisatimi  of  proTiding 
>n  efiectnal  and  detarauaed  oppoailion  lo  a  doctrine  lo 
injnriouo  to  (he  rigbia  of  peooeaUc  nationi.  Indeed, 
die  coofUencB  we  ought  loluTeinthe  ioatice  of  ollien 
Kill  counLensocea  th«  hope  that  a  Mtmder  mw  of  thoae 
□ghta  wtU,  of  iteeir,  iuduce  tron  e*ety  beUicatent  a 
son  correct  obaenance  of  tbam. 

With  Bfrnia,  onr  iMgotiatiDlu  for  a  eettlement  of  dif- 
feraicaa  haTe  not  had  a  Htufactor;  inQe.  Spoliations 
daring  a  fbnner  war,  for  which  aba  bad  formally 
ackoawledged  bers^  nsponaible,  have  been  refused 
to  be  compeDiated  bnt  on  conditions  afiecting  other 
dainH  in  nowiw  connected  with  them.  Yet  the  same 
pnetacca  are  renewed  in  the  ^eMnt  wn,  and  are  a!- 
R*^  of  great  amonnt.  On  the  Mobile,  our  coDimeTce 
nMUg  tlu«agh  that  riTer  continnea  to  be  obrtracted 
by  aTtiitr«i7  dutiea  and  vevatiotu  learehea.  Propon- 
timM  Soi  adjaaling  amicably  the  boundaries  of  Loniai- 
aaa  hsve  not  been  acceded  to.  While,  howcTer,  the 
i%lu  ia  unsettled,  we  have  avoided  changing  the  state 
ifttamga  by  taking  new  potts,  or  strengthening  onr- 
nlvM  in  the  disputed  territories,  in  the  hope  that  the 
other  Power  would  not,  by  a  contrary  conduct,  otdtge 
as  Ut  meet  thnr  eiatople,  and  endinger  conflicts  of  au- 
thority the  issue  of  which  may  not  be  aasily  eontralled. 
Bat  in  this  hope  we  have  now  reason  to  lessen  ourcon- 
fidance.  Inroads  have  been  recently  made  into  the 
teiTitoriea  of  Orleans  and  Misoissippi,  oar  dtizens  have 
been  aeixsd  and  their  properly  plondered  in  the  lery 
parts  of  the  fbrmer  which  had  been  actually  delivered 
up  by  Spain,  «id  this  by  the  regular  ofKcers  and  aol- 
dwrs  of  that  Government.  I  have,  therefore,  found  it 
Bsra— ry.  at  length,  to  pve  mdeti  lo  our  troops  on 
that  froDtiei  to  be  in  readiness  to  protocl  ooi  eituens, 
and  to  repel  by  arms  any  similar  agfp-essians  in  fiiture. 
Other  detaile,  necessary  for  your  full  information  of  the 
state  of  things  between  this  country  and  that,  shall  be 
the  subject  of  another  cotnmuniealian.  In  reviewing 
theae  injuries  from  some  of  the  belligerent  Powers,  the 
moderation,  the  firmnua.  and  the  wisdom,  of  the  Le- 
gislature will  all  be  called  into  action.  We  eagbt 
sdU  to  hope  (hat  time  and  a  mace  coireot  eatimale  of 
interert,  aa  well  as  of  cJtaraclet,  will  pmdace  the  jus- 
tice we  are  bound  to  eipect.  But  should  afty  nation 
de««ive  itself  by  ^Ise  calculations,  and  disappoint  that 
eipeartation,  we  must  job  in  the  unpio&table  contest 
of  trying  which  party  can  do  the  other  the  most  harm. 
Some  of  these  iiijuriesmBy,perhaps,admlta  peaceable 
tentedy.  Where  that  is  competent  it  is  always  the 
most  destrable.  But  some  of  them  are  of  a  nature  to 
be  Bwt  bj  force  only,  and  all  of  thero  may  lead  to  iL 
I  cannot,  therefore,  bnt  recaminend  such  preparations 
•a  etreonuunces  call  for.  The  first  object  is  to  place 
oar  seaport  towns  out  of  the  danger  of  insult.  Meaa- 
onaa  have  alrewly  been  taken  for  fnTnishing  iheni  vrith 
heavy  cannon  for  tiie  service  of  sack  land  batteries 
■■  may  make  a  part  of  their  defimee  against  armed 
vessels  approaching  them.  In  ud  of  these,  ilis  desna- 
Ue  we  should  hare  a  cempetmt  number  of  gunboats, 
and  the  namber  to  be  competent  mast  be  considerable, 
innunediately  began,  they  may  bain  readiHe«lbr  service 
at  the  opening  of  the  next  season.  Whether  it  will  be 
neccnaty  to  augment  our  land  forces  will  be  decided 
by  occurruicea  probably  in  the  course  of  your  sasHon. 
ia  the  mean  tin)e,  you  will  consider  whether  it  nould 
not  be  eipedient,  for  a  state  of  peace  as  well  as  of  war, 
so  to  organize  or  class  the  militia  as  would  enable  us, 
on  any  auddea  emeigeucy,  to  call  for  the  services  of  the 


youngvr  pcvtionB,  nnenennibered  with  theald  and  thoae 
having  families.  Upwards  of  three  bnndred  thooaand 
able  bodied  men,  between  the  ages  of  eighteen  and 
Iwanty^ii  years,  which  the  last  census  bIwwb  we  may 
now  count  within  oar  limits,  will  furnish  a  compelant 
number  for  oflence  or  defence,  in  any  point  where  thejr 
ma;  be  wanted,  and  will  give  time  for  raising  regnlai 
(brcea  after  the  necessity  of  ^em  shall  become  eeitain) 
and  the  redudng  lo  the  early  period  of  life  all  its  active 
sarvice  cannot  but  be  desirable  to  ouryonnger  dtizenSf 
of  the  present  as  well  as  liiture  times,  inaamueb  as  it 
engages  to  them  in  more  advanced  age  a  qaiet  mi 
uadisturbed  repose  in  the  bosom  of  their  families.  1 
cannot,  then,  but  earnestly  recommend  to  your  early 
consideration  the  expediency  of  so  modilying  our  militia 
system  as,  by  a  separation  of  the  more  active  part  from 
that  which  is  less  to,  we  may  draw  Axim  it,  when  na- 
cessary,  an  eSicient  corps,  &t  for  real  and  active  service, 
and  to  be  called  lo  it  in  regular  rotation. 

Considerable  pcoviaian  has  been  made,  onder  former 
authorities  fiam  Congress,  of  materials  for  the  con- 
struction of  ships  of  war  of  sevens-four  guns.  Tbeae 
materials  are  on  liand,  subject  to  the  rorther  vrill  of  Ihs 
Legtslature. 

An  immediate  prohibition  of  die  eiportatiott  of  an- 
munilion  is  also  submitted  lo  your  determination. 

Turning  from  theae  unpleasant  views  of  violenca  and 
wrong,  I  congratulate  you  on  the  IJbaation  of  oni 
fellDW-citixens  who  ware  stranded  on  the  coast  of 
Tripoli  and  made  piisoaen  of  war.  In  a  Oovanunent 
bottmned  on  the  will  of  all,  the  lifo  and  liberty  of  every 
individual  citizen  become  inteieating  to  all.  In  ths 
treaty,  therefore,  which  has  coDcIuded  onr  war&re  with 
that  State,  an  article  for  the  ransom  of  our  citizena  haa 
been  agreed  to.  An  operation  by  land,  by  a  sdmU 
baud  of  onr  countrymen,  and  othera  engaged  for  the 
occuion,  in  oonjuoction  with  the  troops  of  the  es- 
bashaw  of  that  countiy,  gallantly  conducted  by  oat  lal« 
Consul  £aton,  and  their  suceessfo]  enlerpriae  on  lb«cin 
of  Deme,  contributed,  doubtless,  lo  the  imprcsaionirbieo 
produced  peace ;  and  the  conclusion  of  this,  prevented 
oppoKuoitiee  of  which  the  ofEccrs  and  men  of  otn 
squadron,  destined  for  Tripoli,  vrould  have  availed 
themeelves  to  emnlale  the  acts  of  valor  exhibited  by 
their  brethren  in  the  attack  of  the  last  year.  Reflect- 
ing vrith  high  satisfaction  on  the  distinguished  bravery 
displayed,  whenever  occasions  permitted,  in  the  late 
Mediterranean  service,  I  think  it  would  be  an  useful 
encouragement  as  well  as  ajust  reward,  to  make  an 
opening  for  some  present  promotion,  by  enlarging  oor 
peace  establishment  of  captains  and  Ueutenanta. 

With  Tunis  some  misunderstandings  have  arisen, 
not  yet  suflScJently  expbuoed,  but  friendly  discnsaions 
with  their  Ambassador,  recently  arrived,  hni-a  mutual 
disposition  to  do  whatever  is  juet  and  reasonable,  can- 
not fail  of  dissipating  these.  So  that  we  may  consider 
onr  peace  on  that  coast,  generally,  to  bp  on  as  eoand  a 
footing  as  it  has  been  at  any  preceding  tiine.  Still  it 
will  not  be  expedient  to  withdraw,  immediately,  the 
whole  of  our  force  from  that  sea. 

The  law  providing  for  a  Naval  Peace  Estabtishment 
BxBs  the  number  of  frigates  which  ^a^  be  kept  in 
constant  service  in  time  of  peace,  and  pteseribe*  that 
they  shall  be  manned  by  not  taore  tban  two-thirds  of 
their  complement  of  seamen  and  ordinary  seamea* 
Whether  a  frigate  may  be  trusted  ltf,two-uurds  only 
of  her  proper  complement  of  men,  must  depend  on  the 
nature  of  the  service  on  which  she  is  ordered.  Hmt 
for  her  safeqr,  as  well  as  to  inmie  het 
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«bj«t,  leqnin  het  AlUcsl  complement, 
to  thii  subject,  Congreu  wilt,  peihsps,  coniider  wh«- 
tiier  the  bert  limltatinn  an  the  Executire  diiciction  in 
thia  cu«,  would  not  b«  bj  the  number  of  le&men  whiah 
axj  be  employed  in  the  whole  serrice,  ratber  thui  by 
the  number  of  Teuela.  Occuiwu  oftener  ■rise  for  the 
•inploTmeni  of  email  than  of  large  veeiek,  uid  it  would 
loMcn  riik  u  well  u  expense,  to  be  authorized  to  em- 
ploj  tbem  of  piefarence.  The  limitation  euggeeled  by 
the  number  of  seamen  would  admit  a  leleciion  of  fee- 
■ela  best  adapted  to  the  aarnce. 

Our  Indian  neighbors  are  advancing,  many  (d'them, 
with  ipiiil,  and  othen  beginning  to  engage  in  Ihejmr- 
fuitsofagriculture  and  household  mannfacture.  They 
an  becoming  aetudble  th>.t  the  earth  yields  subaistence 
with  le«  labor  and  more  certain^,  than  the  forest, 
and  Cnd  il  their  interest,  from  time  to  lime,  to  dispose 
•f  parts  of  their  sarplos  and  waste  lands  lar  (he  means 
of  improving  Ibose  thej  occupy,  and  of  subaisting  their 
fcmiliee  while  they  are  preparing  their  laims.  Since 
your  last  session,  the  northern  tribes  have  sold  to  us 
the  lands  between  the  Connecticut  Reserfe  and  the 
Ibnner  Indian  boundary,  and  those  on  the  Ohio,  from 
the  aame  boundary  to  the  Sapjds,  and  for  a  considera- 
ble depth  inland.  The  Chickasaws  and  Cherokeea 
have  sold  us  the  country  between  and  adjacent  to  the 
two  districts  of  Tennessee,  and  tbe  Creeks  tbe  residue 
of  their  lands  in  the  fork  of  Ocmulgee,  up  to  the  Ulco- 
ftnhatche.  The  three  former  purchases  are  important, 
inaamnch  as  the;  consolidate  disjoined  parts  of  our 
■ettled  country,  and  render  their  intercourse  leenre; 
•nd  the  second  particularly  so,  as,  with  the  small  point 
on  tbe  river,  which  we  expect  is  by  this  time  ceded  by 
the  Fiankeshaws,  it  completes  our  possession  of  tbe 
whole  of  both  banks  of  the  Ohio,  from  its  source  lo 
neat  its  mouth,  and  the  nayigation  of  that  river  ii 
thereby  rendered  forever  safe  to  our  dtizens  settled  snd 
settling  on  its  extensive  waters.  Tbe  purchase  from 
the  Creeks  too  has  been  for  Kac»  time  particularly  in- 
teresting to  the  State  of  Georgia. 

Tbe  several  treaties  which  have  been  mentioned  win 
be  submitted  to  both  Houses  of  Congress  for  the  exer- 
cise of  their  respective,  functions. 

Deputations,  now  on  their  way  to  the  seat  of  Gov- 
ernment, from  varioua  nations  of  Indians  inhabiting 
the  Missouri  and  other  parts  beyond  the  Mississippi,  come 
charged  with  assurances  of  their  satisfaction  with  the  new 
relations  in  which  they  ate  placed  with  us.of  their  dispo- 
sitions to  cultivate  our  peace  sad  friendship,  and  their de- 

ofour  progress  in  exploring  Uie  principal  rivers  of  that 
country,  and  of  the  informatiDii  respecting  them  hith- 
erto obtained,  will  be  communicated  so  soon  as  we  shall 
receive  some  further  relationa  which  wc  have  reason 
shortly  to  expect.  ■ 

The  recepiB  at  the  Tteuury  during  the  year  ending 
on  the  30(h  day  of  September  last,  have  exceeded  the 
sum  of  thirteen  millions  of  dollars,  which,  with  not 
quite  live  millions  in  the  Treasury  at  the  beginning  of 
the  year,  have  enabled  us,  afler  meeting  other  demands, 
to  pay  nearly  two  millions  of  tbe  debt  contracted  under 
the  British  treaty  and  convention,  upwards  of  four 
millions  of  principal  of  the  public  debt,  and  four  mil- 
bons  of  intereaL  These  payments,  with  those  which 
bad  been  made  in  three  yean  and  an  half  preceding, 
have  extinguished  of  the  Ibnded  debt  nearly  eighteen 
millions  of  principal. 

Congress,  by  their  act  of  November  10,  1B03,  au- 
thorized us  to  borrow  91,760,000,  towards  meeting  the 


dauns  of  our  eitizens,  assumed  by  the  convention  with 
France.  We  have  not,  however,  made  use  of  this  au- 
thori^;  because,  the  sum  of  four  millions  and  an  half, 
which  remained  in  the  TVeasuiy  on  the  same  30th  day 
of  September  last,  with  die  receipts  which  we  may  cal- 
culate on  for  the  ansDing  year,  beside*  paying  the  an- 
nual sum  of  eight  mllliMls  of  dollars,  appropriated  to 
tbe  funded  debt,  and  meeting  all  the  curreDl  demands 
which  may  be  expected,  will  enable  w  to  par  the 
whole  sum  of  three  milhons  seven  hundred  and  fifty 
thousand  dollan,  assumed  by  the  French  convention, 
and  atill  leave  na  ■  surplus  of  neariy  a  million  of  dollan 
I  free  disposal.  Bbould  you  concur  in  the  provis- 
of  arms  and  armed  vessels,  recommended  by  the 
circamslances  of  the  times,  this  sorplna  will  fortiidi  the 
means  of  doing  so. 

On  the  Erst  occasion  of  addrassing  Congrea,  since, 
by  the  choice  of  my  constituents,  I  have  entered  on  a 
second  tena  of  administration,  1  embrace  the  opportu- 
nity to  give  this  public  asniiance,  that  I  will  exert  my 
best  endeavors  to  administer  faithfully  the  Executive 
Department,  and  will  lealoud;  co-D{ieiate  with  yoD  in 
every  measun  which  may  tend  to  secure  the  liberty, 
property,  and  penonal  safety,  of  our  fellow-dtiiens, 
and  to  consolidate  the  republican  forms  and  principle* 


ofoi 


'Oo< 


tb«  course  of  your  si 
the  aid  which  I  can  give,  for  Uie  despatch  of  public 
business,  and  all  the  infotmalion  necessary  for  yonr 
dehberatioiu,  of  which  tbe  inleresta  of  our  own  onunlty, 
and  the  confidence  reposed  in  us  by  olbera,  will  admit 
a  communication.  TH.  JEFFEBSON. 

DiciKBsn  3,  I60&. 

Tbe  Message  was  rend  and  three  hundred  copies 
thereof  ordered  to  be  printed  for  the  use  of  the 


Onn 


Wednesday,  December  4. 


nlbat 


the 


Raohed,  That  a  committee  be  appomted  to  exam- 
ine the  act,  enticed  "An  act,  to  enable  the  people  of 
the  eastern  division  of  the  Territory  Northwest  of  tbe 
river  Ohio,  to  form  a  constitution  snd  State  govern- 
ment, and  fbr  the  admission  of  such  Stale  into  the 
Union,  on  an  equal  footing  with  the  original  States, 
and  for  other  purposes  ;"  and  that  they  have  leave  to 
report,  by  bill  or  otherwise,  the  manner,  in  their  opin- 
ion, the  money  appropriated  by  the  said  act,  ought  to 
be  applied : 

It  was  agreed  that  this  molion  lie  for  coosider- 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Repteten  tali  Tea 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  liave  passed 
a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  inaliiDg  an  additional  ap- 
propriation for  [he  Naval  service,  during  the 
year  one  ibouaand  eight  hundred  and  five,"  in 
ivhich  they  desire  the  cooiiurrence  of  the  Senate. 

The  bill  was  read  and  ordered  to  the  secooil 
reading. 

The  Senale  proceeded  to  the  election  of  « 
Chaplain,  on  iheir  part,  in  pursuance  of  the  reso- 
lution of  the  two  Houses,  and  (he  hallots  being 
collected,  were,  for  Doctor  Oahtt,  15 ;  Bishop 
Glaooett.S;  Mr.  McCohmick,  2.-  So  the  Ker- 
erend  Doctor  Gantt  was  elected  a  Chaplain  to 
Congress,  on  the  part  of  the  Senate,  during  the 
present  session. 
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Procetdingt. 


Sekatb. 


ToEflDAT,  December  5. 

BEHJAMiTf  HowLAHD,  from  (he  State  of  Rhode 
Uland.  attended. 

The  bill.eoliiled  "Ad  act  making  an  additional 
■I^vopriBiion  for  ibi^  Naval  service  durioz  the 
jear  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  Btc,"  was 
read  the  second  time  and  referred  to  Messrs.  MiT- 
cBitx,  Bbadlbt,  and  Sdmter,  to  consider  and 
report  thereon. 

Tha  follo'wing  motion  was  submitted  for  con- 
lidcration : 

That  a  committse  be  appointed  to  inquire 


The  Senate  took  into  consideration  the 
nade  yetierday  for  the  appointment  of  a  comrnii- 
tw  to  examine  the  "Act  to  enable  the  people  of 
the  eastern  division  of  ibe  Territory  Norlhweit  of 
the  rirer  Ohio  to  lorm  a  conslituiion  and  State 
fTOTemmeDt,  and  for  the  admissioo  of  such  Stale 
ifllo  the  Union  on  an  equal  fooling  with  the  ori- 

?'aal  States,  and  for  other  purpoies;"  and  Messrs 
RxcY,  AitnEiBo.t,  WoRTBiNQTon,  Adams,  and 
Wbigbt.  were  apponted  the  committee. 

Mr.  MiTCBiLL,  from  the  commictee  to  whom 
ns  referred  this  day  the  bill,  entitled  ^An  act 
making  an  additional  approptintiua  for  the  Naval 
service  during  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hun- 
died  and  five,"  reported  the  bill  without  amend- 

Ordeitd,  That  this  bill  pass  to  a  third  reading. 

AexWtwd,  Tiiat  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  be 
requested  to  lay  berore  the  Senate  the  reasons 
why  an  additional  appropriation  is  requisite  for 
theMaval  setrice  for  the  current  year. 

Fkidat,  December  6. 

The  Senate  took  into  consideraiioo  the  mclion 
made  yeaierday  for  the  appointment  of  a  comroit- 
lee  toinqaiteinto  the  expediency  of  appropriating 
a  further  sum  of  money  to  purchase  maps  and 
books  for  the  Library ;  and,  having  agreed  there- 
to, Messrs.  Mitcbill,  Baldwin,  and  Tbact,  were 
appointed  the  committee. 

Raolved,  That  the  committee  appointed  to  in- 
quire into  the  exiiediency  of  purchasing  maps  and 
books  for  the  Library,  be,  and  they  are  hereby, 
iosirocted  to  report  what  disposition,  in  Iheir 
opinion,  ouabt  to  be  made  of  the  one  thonsand 
volumes  of  Taws  ordered  by  law  to  be  reserved  for 
the  disposial  of  Congress. 

The  Pbbsiognt  laid  before  the  Senate  a  letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  enclosing  a  re- 
port made  in  pursuance  of  the  resolution  of  the 
Senate  of  yesterday. 

The  letter  and  report  were  read,  and  ordered  to 
lie  for  considers  lion. 

A  message  from  the  Houae  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  appoint' 
ed  the  Reverend  Mr.  OLEHniE,  a  Chaplain  to 
Congress  on  their  pari  during  the  present  session. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  making  an  additional 
appropriation  for  the  Naval  service  during  the 
year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  fii 
itad  the  third  time  and  passed. 


'"i?  * 


MonnAT,  December  9. 
James  Jackson,  from  the  Stale  of  Georgia, 
attended. 
John  Aoair,  appointed  a  Senator  by  the  Le- 

Sislalure  of  the  State  of  Kentucky,  in  place  of 
OHH  Breokenridoe,  Esq.,  resigned,  produced  bis 
credeniiaK  which  were  read;  and  ibeoath  pre- 
scribed by  law  having  been  administered,  be  took 
his  seat  in  the  Senate. 

A  confidential  Message  was  received  from  the 
PREaiDEKT  OP  TRE  Uhited  States,  as  follows : 
To  Ike  Sennit  and  Hoate  of 

Repramtativa  of  the  United  Stala  .■ 

The  deprodalioiu  which  have  been  conuaitted  on 
the  eanmeree  of  the  United  States  during  a  preceding 
war,  by  personi  under  the  authority  of  Spain,  are  iut 
Gcientlj  known  to  aU.  Theae  mod*  it  a  duty  to  re- 
qoire  itota  tbst  Govemment  indRnuiGeatloni  for  oor 
injured  citiiena ;  a  convention  (tu  ■ccordingly  entered 
into  brinaen  the  Miuiiter  of  the  United  States  at  Mad- 
rid, and  the  Miniater  of  thai  Government  for  Foreign 
Afiairi,  by  which  it  was  agreed  that  ipoiiBtioni  com- 
mitted Iiy  Spuiiiih  subjects,  and  carried  into  porta  of 
Spain,  should  be  paid  for  by  that  nation  \  and  that 
those  committed  bj  French  subjects,  and  carried  into 
Spanish  porta,  should  remain  for  farther  discusaien. 
Before  this  cenaention  was  relurneil  to  Spain  with  our 
ratification,  the  transfer  of  Louisiana  by  France  to  ttie 
United  Ststea  took  place  ;  an  event  aa  unexpected  as 
disagreeable  to  Spam.  From  that  moment  ahe  seemed 
to  change  her  conduct  and  dispoaitiana  toward  us.  It 
was  first  manifested  by  her  protest  against  the  right  of 
France  to  alienate  l.ouisiana  to  us;  which,  however, 
was  soon  retracted,  and  the  right  confirmed  :  then  high 
oflence  was  manifested  at  the  act  of  Congrcfs  estab- 
lishing a  collection  district  00  the  Mobile,  sjthoagb.by 
an  authentic  declaration,  immediately  made,  it  was  ex- 
pressly confined  to  our  acknowledged  limits  ;  and  she 
now  refused  to  ratify  the  convention  signed  by  her  own 
Minister,  under  the  eye  of  his  Sovereign,  unless  we 
wokdd  consent  to  slteraiions  of  its  terms,  which  would 
have  affected  our  claims  against  her  for  the  spoliations 
by  French  subjects  carried  into  Spanish  ports. 

To  obtain  justice,  aa  well  as  to  restore  friendship,  I 
thought  a  Htecial  mission  advisable  ;  and  accordingly 
appointed  James  Monroe, 'Minister  Extiaordinaiy  and 
Plenipotentiary,  to  repair  to  Madrid,  and,  in  conjunc- 
tion with  our  Minister  resident  there,  to  endeavor  to 
procure  a  ratification  of  the  former  convention,  and  to 
come  to  an  understanding  with  Spain  as  to  the  boon* 
dsries  of  Louisiana.  It  appeared  at  once  that  her 
policy  was  to  reserve  heraelf  for  events,  and,  in  the 
meantime,  to  keep  our  differences  in  on  undetermined 
state.  This  will  be  evident  from  the  papers  now  com- 
municated to  you.  After  nearly  five  months  of  firuil- 
lesa  endeavor  to  bring  them  to  some  definite  and  satia- 
factoiy  result,  our  Ministers  ended  the  conferences, 
without  having  been  able  to  obtain  indemnity  far  apo- 
hations  of  any  description,  or  any  satisbction  as  to  the 
boundaries  of  Louisiana,  other  than  a  declaration  that 
we  had  no  rights  eastward  of  the  Iberville,  and  that  our 
line  to  the  west,  was  one  which  would  have  left  us  but 
a  string  of  land  on  that  bank  of  the  river  Mississippi- 
Our  injured  citizens  were  thus  lelt  without  any  pros- 
pect of  retribution  from  the  wrong-doer;  and,  aa  to 
boundary,  each  party  was  to  take  its  own  course.  That 
which  they  have  chosen  to  pursue,  will  appear  from 
.  the  documents  now  communicated.     They  authorize 
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Uie  ioftrence  thit  it  ■>  iheii 
oar  pottessions,  until  thej  ihall  be  r«pies«d  bj  an  op- 
poiing  force.  Conudering  tbiC  CoDgTM*  >1one  ii 
coiutitutionatl;  inveBted  wilb  the  power  of  changing 
onr  conditian  Irom  puce  to  war,  I  have  thought  it  mj 
dutj  to  await  their  aulhoritir  for  lutiig  force  in  an; 
degree  which  could  be  aToided.  I  have  baiel]' ioitraet- 
ed  the  oBicen  stationed  in  the  neighborhood  of  the  ag- 
greuions,  to  protect  our  citiiens  from  violence,  to  patrol 
wilhtn  (he  borders  actually  delivered  to  us,  and  not  to 
go  out  of  them,  but,  when  neceesatr,  to  repel  an  inroad, 
or  (o  reuae  a  citizen  or  hie  property  ;  and  the  Spanish 
officers  remaining  at  New  Orlrans  are  required  to 
depart  without  further  delay.  It  ought  to  be  noted 
here,  that  since  the  late  change  in  the  state  of  iffaira 
in  Europe,  Spain  has  ordered  her  cniieen  and  eaurts 
to  reapect  our  treaty  with  her. 

The  conduet  of  France,  and  the  part  she  may  take 
in  the  misunderstandings  between  the  United  8tate> 
and  Spain,  are  too  important  to  be  unconsidered.  She 
was  prompt  and  decided  in  het  dedarationB,  (hat  our 
demands  on  Spain  for  French  ipaliattaas  carrieJ  into 
Spanish  porta  ware  included  in  the  settlement  between 
the  United  States  and  France :  she  took  at  once  the 
gronnd  that  she  had  acquired  no  right  froni  Spain,  and 
had  meant  to  deliyer  m  none,  eastward  of  the  Ibervilie. 
Her  silence  aa  to  the  weatem  boundary,  leaving  na  to 
infer  her  opinion  might  be  against  Spain  in  that  quar- 
ter. Whatever  direction  she  might  mean  lo  give  to  these 
diOerences,  it  does  not  sppear  that  she  has  contem- 

Slated  their  proceeding  to  actual  rupture,  or  (hat,  at  the 
ale  of  our  last  ajricea  from  Paris,  her  Oovemment 
had  any  stupicion  of  the  hostile  altitade  Spain  had 
taken  here  ;  on  the  contrary,  we  have  reason  (obelievf 
that  she  was  disposed  to  effect  a  settlement  on  a  plar 
analogoa*  to  what  our  Miniaten  bs4  proposed,  and  a( 
comprehensive  ss  to  remove,  aa  far  as  possible,  (hi 
grounds  of  future  cession  and  controversy  on  th( 
eastern  as  well  as  weatem  side  of  the  Mississippi. 

The  present  crisis  in  Europe  isfavorable  for  pressing 
such  a  settlement,  and  not  a  moment  should  be  tost  ill 
availing  ourselves  of  it.  Should  it  pass  unimproved, 
our  situation  would  become  much  more  difficult.  For- 
mal war  is  not  neceseary- — it  is  not  probable  it  w 
follow;  but  the  protection  of  our  cifiiens,  the  epi.. 
and  honor  of  our  country,  require  that  force  should  be 
interposed  to  a  certain  degree.  It  will  probably  con. 
tribale  to  advance  the  object  of  peace. 

But  the  course  to  be  panned  will  require  the  com- 
mand of  means  which  it  belongs  to  Congress  eiclu- 
dvely  to  yield  or  to  deny.  To  them  I  communicatf 
every  fact  mslerial  for  their  informetion,  and  the  docu- 
menta  neccasary  to  enable  them  to  judge  for  them- 
selves. To  their  wisdom,  then,  I  look  for  the  coarse  I 
am  to  pursue;  and  will  punue,  with  sincere  zeal,  that 
which  they  shall  approve. 

TH.  JEFFERSON 

Oecembii  6,  1605. 

The  Message  was  t«ad,ajid  ordered  to  lie  for 
consideration. 

The  President  Uid  berore  ibe  Seoale  a  letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treaiory,  encloajng  the 
aonual  report  prepared  tti  obedience  to  the  acl, 
entitled  "An  acl  to  establish  the  Treasury  De- 
par  I  meot." 

The  report  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  fotcon- 
BlderatioQ. 

And  on  molioD.  the  House  adjourned. 


Tdesday,  December  10. 
Andrew  Moobb,  from  the  Stale  of  Virginia, 
attended. 

The  following  Uestage  was  received  from  the 
PBEaiDCHT  OP  THE  United  Statbb: 
To  /Ac  Senate  and  Hotue  of 

R^etntative*  of  ilu  Vniltd  Statu: 

The  enclosed  docnmenta  relating  to  my  Message  of 

the  6th  instant,  not  being  ready  at  that  date,  I  thought 

'  better  not  to  detain  the  Message,  but  to  comtnuni- 

lentary  to  thoae 

e  to  be  deemed 


conlidenlial. 

DeCEMBBR  10,  1805. 


TH.  JEFFERSON. 


December  12. 
Bbadlet  gave  ootiee  that  be  should,  oa 
Monday  next,  move  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to 

prohibit  the  iraporiation  of  certain  persons  therein 
described,  into  any  port  or  place  within  the  juris- 
diction of  the  United  Stales,  from  and  after  the 
first  dav  of  JaQuarr,  which  wilt  be  in  the  year  of 
our  Lord  1808. 

A  mesfege  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
inrormed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  prohibiting  for  a  limited 
lime  the  eiporiatioD  of  arms  aod  amraunilion 
from  the  United  Slates  and  ihe  Territories  there- 
of," ill  which  they  desire  ibe  concurrence  of  the 

The  bill  mentioned  in  ihe  message  was  reed, 
and  ordered  10  B  aecood  readiog. 

Friday,  December  13. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  prohibiting  for  a  limit- 
ed lime  the  exportation  of  arms  and  ammunilioa 
from  the  United  States  and  the  Territories  there- 
of," was  read  ihe  second  time,  and  referred  to 
Messrs.  Bbadlet,  Baldwin,  and  Jackson,  lo 
consider  and  report  thereon. 

MoHDAT,  December  16. 
Georoe  Clinton,  Vice  President  of  ihe  United 
Stales  aod  President  of  the  Senate,  attended. 
John  Smith,  from  ihe  State  of  Ohio,  also  at- 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Reprcsentaiivea 
informed  the  Senate  thai  ibe  House  have  ap- 
pointed the  Rev.  Mr.  Laurie,  Chaplain  lo  Con- 
gress, on  their  part,  during  the  present  session,  in 
Elace  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Glendie,  who  has  declined 
is  appoinlment. 

Agreeably  to  notice  given,  on  ibe  12ib  instant, 
Mr.  Brahlet  asked  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  pro- 
hibit the  importation  of  slaves  into  any  port  oi 
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place  wirfain  the  jurisdJciioa  of  the  United  Slates, 
Wi  and  after  the  first  day  of  JaDuarp,  1808. 

TrESDAY.  December  17, 
The  Seaate  resumed  the  motion  made  yester- 
day, for  leave  to  bring  in  ■  bill  to  prohibit  tbe 
impoitation  of  slaves  into  any  port  or  place  with- 
in ihe  juiisdjction  of  the  Uaiied  States,  from  and 
after  toe  Srst  day  of  January,  1808  j  and,  after  de- 
tiate,  the  previous  quesliou  was  moved  for,  to  wit : 
Shall  the  main  qoetlion  be  now  put  7  And  tbe 
ycaa  aod  nays  being'  required  by  one-fiftb  of  the 
Senators  present,  oa  ih  previous  question,  it 
passed  in  the  affinaalive — yeas  16,  nays  11,  as 
foUows : 

Ti»« — Messrs.  AndenoD,  Bradley,  Condit,  Fenncr, 
Bawland,  Kitchel,  Logan,  Maclty,  Milchilt,  Plumer, 
SkuA  of  Maryland,  Smith  of  Tenneesee,  Smith  of  Ver- 
mont, Stone,  Thrnston,  and  Worthingtan. 

Niia— Mcsars.  Adair,  Adama,  Baldwin,  GailUbl, 
GijRiui,  Jackson,  Moorei  Pickering,  Sumter,  Tracy, 
ffid  Wright. 

And  the  yeas  and  nays  being  required,  on  the 
main  question,  by  one-firth  of  the  Senators  prev- 
ail, it  passed  in  the  affirmative — yeas  18,  naya  9, 
at  roUowE  : 

Tiu — Maaan.  Anderaon,  Bradley,  Condit,  Fenner, 
Gilnun,  Howland,  Kitehel,  Logan,  Maclay,  Mitch^l, 
Flamez,  Smith  of  Maryland,  Smith  of  Tanneaeae,  Smith 
of  VcimoDt,  Btone,  Tbruaton,  Worthington,  and 
Wright. 

N^ia — Meana,  Adair,  Adama,  Baldwin,  GaiUard, 
Jaekaon,  Moore,  FickeriDg,  Sumter,  and  Tracy. 

So  leave  was  given  to  bring  in  the  bill,  and  it 
waa  read  the  first  time. 


Wednbbdat,  December  18. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Kepre  rents  lives 
infonned  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
■  bill,  entitled  '-An  act  forihe  relief  of  Theado- 
riek  Armistead,"  in  which  they  ask  the  concur- 
rence of  the  Senate. 

Tbe  bill  was  read,  and  ordered  to  the  secotid 

Mr.  LoOAi4  gave  notice  that  he  should  to  mor- 
row ask  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  suspend  the 
commercial  intercourse  between  the  United  Stales 
o/  America  and  the  French  Island  of  St.  Do- 
mingo. 

Od  motion,  tbe  bill  to  probibit  the  importation 
of  slaves  into  any  port  or  place  within  tbe  juris- 
diction of  the  United  States,  from  and  after  the 
first  day  of  January,  in  tbe  year  of  our  Lord  1808, 
was  read  the  second  time,  and  the  further  consid- 
eration of  the  bill  was  postponed  to  the  first  Mon- 
day in  December  next. 

Tbobsdav,  December  19. 

The  bill,  entitled  "  An  act  for  the  relief  of 
Theodorick  Armistead,"  was  read  the  second  I 
and  referred  to  Messrs.  Tbaqy,  Baldwin,  and 
AHDcaaON,  to  consider  and  report  thereon. 

A  mesiage  from  the  House  of  Repreientatt'  . . 
infouned  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 


a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  make  provision  for  per- 
that  have  been  disabled  by  known  wounda 
received  in  the  actual  service  of  (he  United  Slates, 

during  the  Revolutionary  war;"  also  a  bill,  enti- 
tled ''An  act  BUpplementary  to  the  act,  entitled 
'An  act  regulaiiog  the  grants  of  land  appropriated 
for  tbe  refugees  from  tbe  British  Provinces  of 
Canada  and  Nova  Scotia;"  in  which  bills  they 

'sire  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

The  bills  last  mentioned  were  read  and  ordered 

the  second  reading. 

PROCEEDS  OF  PUBLIC  LANDS. 
Mr.  Tracy,  from  the  committee  to  whom  wai 
feried  the  examination  of  the  act,  entitled  "An 
act  to  enable  tbe  people  of  the  eastern  diviaioa 
of  the  Territory  Northwest  of  the  river  Ohio, 
to  form  a  conatitution  and  State  governmenl ; 
and  for  tbe  admission  of  such  Stale  into  the 
in,  on  an  equal  fooling  with  tbe  original 
States,  and  for  other  purposes;"  and  lo  report  the 
aer,  in  their  opinion,  the  money  appropriated 
by  said  act  ought  lo  be  applied,  made  the  follow- 
ing report,  which  was  ordered  to  lie  for  consid- 


Tbat,  upon  eiaminatio^^  the  act  aforeaaid,  they   , 
id  Iho  one-twentieth  parWrfive  par  cent,  of  the  net  ', 
proceeds  of  the  lands  lying  witnin  the  Slate  of  Ohio,  and 
sold  by  Congreas  Iroin  and  uRer  the  30th  day  of  June, 
1  SOS,  is  appropriated  for  the  laying  out  and  making 
public  roads,  leading  from  the  navigable  waters  emp- 
tying into  the  Atlantic,  to  the  river  Ohio,  to  said  State, 
and  through  the  aame ;  such  roada  to  be  laid  out  under 
(he  authority  of  Congreaa,  with  the  canaent  of  the  aev- 
al  States  trough  which  the  road  shall  pasi. 
They  End  that,  by  a  subsequent  law  passed  on  the 
I  day  of  Match,  1803,  Congreia  appropriated  three 
_  !r  cenL  of  the  aaid  five  per  cent,  to  laying  out  and 
making  roads  within  the  State  of  Ohio,  leaving  two  per 
cent,  of  the  appropriation  contained  in  the  Grat-men- 
tioned  law,  unexpended  ;  which  nowremaina  for  "  the 
laying  out  and  making  roads  from  the  navigable  watras 
emptying  into  the  Atlantic,  to  the  river  Ohio,  to  said 
State." 

They  find  that  the  net  proceeds  of  aalas  of  land  in  the 
Stale  of  Ohio,  from  July  I,  I80B,  to  June  80,  1803, 
both  incluaiie,  waa  -  .  .  .  $124,400  9S 
From  lat  July,  1803.  to  June  30,  1804  •  176,203  36 
From  lat  July,  1S04,  to  June  30, 180G  -  366,000  00 
From'  lat  July,  1806,  to  September  30, 

1S06 66,000  00 


.^mounting  in  the  whole,  to    -  $632,604  S7 

Two  per  cent  on  which  sum  amounts  to  $13,653. 

Twelve  thousand  six  hundred  and  fifty-two  doltara 
were,  therefore,  on  the  first  day  of  October  Inel,  subject 
to  the  uses  directed  by  law,  aj  mentioned  in  this  re- 
port— and  it  will  be  discerned  that  the  fund  is  constant' 
ly  accnmulating,  and  will,  probably,  by  the  time  regu- 
lar preparations  csn  be  made  for  ita  expenditure,  amount 
to  eighteen  or  twenty  thousand  dollars. 

The  committee  have  examined,  aa  far  as  their  limited 
time,  ,and  (he  scanty  lources  of  facts  within  their 
reach  would  permit,  the  varioua  routes  which  have 
been  contemplated  for  laying  out  roada  pursusnt  to  the 
proviaions  of  the  act  first  mtHitioned  in  this  report 
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Tb«7  find  tiiit  the  dututee  from  Phtlsdclphia  to 
PitUburg  u  three  hundred  and  fourteen  miles  bj  the 
naaal  route,  and  on  a  ilraight  line  about  tno  bnndted 
ami  aeieaty. 

From  Fhiladelphi*  lo  the  nearest  point  on  the  Tiiei 
Ohio,  con tiguouB  to  the  State  of  Ohio,  nhicb  ia  prob- 
abl?  between  Steubeniille  and  the  mouth  of  Grave 
creek,  the  diitance  by  the  uiual  route  ia  three  hundred 
and  Bixtj  milea,  and  on  a  atraightline,  about  three  hun- 
dred and  eight. 

From  Ballimore  to  the  river  Ohio,  betnesn  the  tame 
points,  and  b;  the  uiuil  routea,  ii  two  hundred  and 
aaventy-five  milea,  and  on  ■  atraigbt  line,  two  hundred 
and  tnenty-lbur. 

From  this  cit;,  (WMbington,)  to  the  nme  points  on 
the  river  Ohio,  the  diatance  is  nearly  the  same  aa  from 
Baltimore ;  probably  the  difference  is  not  a  plurvlit?  of 

From  Riebnond,  in  Virginia,  to  the  nearest  point  on 

the  river  Ohio,  the  distance  by  the  usual  route  is  three 
hnndred  and  sevcDtj-seven  miles;  but  new  roads  are 
opening  which  will  shorten  the  distance  fifty  or  aii^r 
milea— two  hundred  and  fbrty^even  miles  of  the  con- 
templated road,  from  Richmond  northwesterly,  will  be 
a*  good  as  the  roads  usually  are  in  that  country,  but 
the  remaining  seventy  or  eighty  milea  are  bad,  for  the 
preaent,  and  probably  wilt  remain  ao  for  a  length  of 


i  there  i 


sting  II 


the  Slate  of  Virginia  to  iAcur  the  eipenae  of  making 
that  part  of  the  road  passable. 

From  Baltimore  to  the  Monongahela  river,  where 
the  route  from  Baltimore  to  the  Ohio  river  will  inter- 
act it,  the  distance,  as  usually  travelled,  is  two  hun- 
dred anil  eighteen  milea,  and  on  a  straight  line  about 
one  hundred  and  eighty-four.  From  this  point,  which 
is  at  or  near  Brownsville,  boats  can  pass  down  with 
great  facility  to  the  State  of  Ohio,  during  a  number  of 
months  in  every  year. 

The  above  distances  are  not  all  stated  from  actual 
mensuration,  but  it  is  believed  they  are  sufliclenlly  cor- 
rect (i)r  the  present  purpoae. 

The  committee  have  not  examined  any  routes  north- 
Ward  of  that  leading  from  Philadelphia  to  the  river  Ohio, 
nor  southward  of  that  leading  from  Richmond,  because 
they  suppose  the  roads  to  be  laid  out  muat  atrilce  the 
liver  Ohio  on  some  point  contiguous  to  the  State  of 
Ohio,  in  order  to  satisfy  the  words  of  the  law  making 
the  appropriation;  the  words  are,  "leading  from  t' 
navigahle  waters  emptying  into  the  Atlantic,  to  I 
river  Ohio,  to  the  said  Stale,  and  through  the  same.' 

The  merc^anlile  intercourse  of  the  citizens  of  Ohio, 
with  thoae  of  the  Atlantic  States,  ia  chiefly  in  Phila- 
delphia and  Baltimore  ;  nol  very  eitenaive  in  the  towns 
on  the  Potomac  within  the  District  of  Columbia ;  and 
stiU  less,  with  Richmond,  in  Virginia.  At  present,  the 
greatest  portion  of  their  trade  is  with  Philadelphia  \ 
but  it  is  believed  their  trade  is  rapidly  increasing  with 
Baltimore,  owing  to  the  difference  of  distance  in  bvor 
of  Baltimore,  and  to  the  advantage  of  boating  down 
the  Monongahela  river,  from  the  point  where  the  road 
strikes  it,  about  seventy  miles  by  water,  and  Bfty  by 
land,  above  Pittsburg, 

Thesum  appropriated  for  laying  out  and  making  roads 
ia  so  smalt,  thai  the  committee  have  thought  it  most 
expedient  to  direct  an  eipenditure  to  one  route  only; 
they  have  therefore  endeavored  to  fii  on  tbal  whidi,  for 
the  present,  will  be  most  accommodating  to  the  citizens 
of  the  State  of  Ohio,  leaving  to  the  future  benevolence 
and  polic^y  of  Congress,  an  eilension  of  their  opera- 


tions on  this  or  other  routes,  and  an  increase  of  the 
equisite  fond,  as  the  discoveries  of  experience  ma^ 
point  out  their  expediency  and  necessity.  The  com- 
'"  B  being  fully  convinced  that  a  wise  Oovertunent 
ever  lose  sight  of  an  object  so  important  as  that 
of  connecting  a  numerous  and  rapidly  increasing  pop- 
ulation, spread  upon  a  fertile  and  extensive  country, 
with  the  Atlantic  States,  now  separated  from  them  by 
mountains,  which,  by  Industry  and  an  expense  mod- 
erate in  comparison  with  the  advantages,  can  be  ren- 
dered passable. 

Tbe  routs  fr«m  Richmond  must  necessarily  approach 

the  State  of  Otiio,  in  a  part  thinly  inbabited ;   and 

which,  from  th»  nature  of  the  soil,  and  other  circuni' 

knees,  must  remain  so,  at  least  for  a  conaiderable 

Qe  ;  and  from  the  hilly  and  rough  condition  of  the 

untry,  no  roads  are,  or  can  can  be,  conveniently  made 

iding  to  tbe  principal  population  of  the  State  of  Ohio. 

These  conaideratioDB  have  induced  tbe  committee  to 

postpone,  for  the  present,  any  further  consideration  of 

that  route. 

Ths  spirit  and  perseverance  of  Pennsylvania  are 
such,  in  the  article  of  road-making,  that  no  doubt  caa 
remain  but  they  will,  in  a  little  time,  complete  a  road 
from  Philadelphia  to  Filtaburg,  as  good  as  the  nature 
'  the  ground  will  permit-  They  are  so  particularly 
itersated  to  facilitate  the  Inteicourse  between  their 
trading  capital,  Philadelphia,  not  only  to  Pillsbnrg,  but 
also  to  the  extensive  country,  within  that  Stale,  on  the 
Western  waters,  that  they  willof  course^urmount  the 
difficulties  presented  by  the  Alleghany  mountain,  Cheo- 
it  Ridge,  and  Laurel  Hill,  the  three  great  and  almost 
;cluBive  impedimenta,  which  now  exist  on  that  ronta. 
Tbs  State  of  Maryland,  with  no  less  spirit  and  per- 
vennce,  are  engaged  in  making  roads  from  Baltimore, 
and  from  the  western  boundary  of  the  District  of  Co- 
lumbia, through  Fredericktown  to  Williamsport.  Were 
the  Oovemroent  of  the  United  Slates  to  direct  the  ex- 
penditure of  the  fund  in  contemplation  npon  either  of 
these  routes,  for  the  present,  in  Pennsylvania  or  Mary- 
land, it  wauld  probaMy  so  far  interfere  with  the  obser- 
vations of  the  respective  States,  as  to  produce  mischief 
inatead  of  bencGl ;  especially  as  the  sum  to  be  laid  out 
by  the  United  Stales  is  loo  inconsiderable,,  alone,  to 
effect  objects  of  such  magnitude.  But  as  the  Suta  of 
Maryland  have  no  particular  intereal  to  extend  their 
road  across  the  mountains ;  and  if  they  had  it,  it  would 
be  impraclicable,  because  tbe  State  does  nol  extend  so 
far;  the  committee  have  thought  it  expedient  lo  recom- 
mend the  laying  out  and  making  a  road  from  Cumber- 
land, on  the  northerly  bank  of  the  Potomac,  and  within 
the  State  of  Maryland,  to  the  river  Ohio,  at  the  most 
convenient  place  between  a  point  on  tba  easterly  bank 
of  said  river,  opposite  to  Steubenville  and  the  mouth  of 
Grave  creek,  which  empties  into  said  river  Ohio,  a  lit- 
tle below  Wbeelbg,  in  Virginia.  This  route  will  meet 
and  aecommodale  the  roads  leading  from  Baltimore 
and  the  District  of  Columbia ;  it  will  cross  the  Monon- 
gabela  river,  at  or  near  Brownsville,  sometimes  called 
Redatone,  where  the  advanUge  of  boating  can  belaken, 
and  from  the  point  where  it  will  probably  intersect  the 
river  Ohio,  there  are  now  roads,  or  they  can  easily  b« 
made  over  ieasible  and  proper  ground,  to  and  through 
the  principa]  population  of  the  State  of  Ohio. 

Cumberiand  is  situated  at  the  eastern  fool  of  the  Al- 
leghany mountains,  about  eighty  miles  from  Williams- 
port  by  tho  usual  route,  which  is  circuitous,  owing  10  a 
large  bend  in  the  Potomac,  on  the  bank  of  which  the 
road  now  runs;  the  distance  on  a  straight  line  is  not 
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MOK  than  fiftj  oi  Gfty-five  milei,  over  Uientile  gronni 
far  ■  road,  which  will  probably  bo  opened  by  the  State 
rf  MarjIaDd,  ahauld  the  roHte  bo  eatsbtufacd  OTcr  the 
Mwntaiiu  bb  eontemplsted  by  thie  report. 

From  Cnmberluid  to  the  weatern  eztreinit;  of  I^n- 
k1  Hill,  by  the  loute  now  treTelicd,  the  dieUnce  ii 
aily-aix  mile*,  and  on  ■  atrught  line  about  fifty-five ; 
on  thia  part  of  the  route,  the  committee  rappoae  the 
Snt  and  Tcry  Mnddersble  aipenditnies  are  specially 
■eceaaary.  From  Lanrel  Hill  to  the  Ohio  river,  by  the 
i«»l  route  is  about  seTenty  uilea,  and  on  a  itiaight 
liiw  fiftj-lbar  or  fifty-fite ;  the  road  ii  tolerable,  though 
capable  of  amelioration. 

To  carry  bto  efiect  the  principlea  aridng  ftom  the 
(mggaiug  facta,  the  committee  prsKOt  hertrwith  a  bill 
At  thecoiuiderationof  theB«a«(e.  They  lappoee  that, 
to  take  the  proper  tneamrM  for  carrying  into  eflbet  the 
ndkni  of  the  law  mpeeting  a  road  or  roada  to  the 
Htela  of  Oiiio,  ia  a  duly  imposed  upon  Congrew  by  the 
{aw  itoelf,  and  that  a  aenwof  duty  will  alwaya  be  infiS- 
amit  to  inanre  the  paiaage  of  the  bill  now  offered  to 
Oe  Senate. 

To  cnlai^  upon  the  highly  important  condderationi 
rfcMiwatiag  the  union  of  our  dt>un>  located  on  the 
WeBt«m  waters  with  thoeeorthe  Atlantic  Statea,  would 
be  an  indelicacy  oflered  to  the  nndentandings  of  the 
My  lo  whom  this  report  is  addressed,  as  it  might  seem, 
to  ibstruat  them.  But  from  the  interesting  nalare  of  the 
aatject,  the  committee  are  induced  to  *ak  the  indal- 
gence  of  a  single  obMrrstion. 

Foliticiana  have  generally  agreed  that  rivers  unite 
the  intereats  and  promote  the  friendship  of  those  who 
inhabit  their  banks  ;  while  monntsina,  on  the  contrary, 
tend  to  the  disunion  and  eatrangement  of  thoae  who 
oe  separated  by  their  intervenlioD.  In  thepreaentcase, 
to  nuke  the  crooked  ways  straight,  and  the  rongh  ways 
oooth,  will,  in  effect,  remors  the  intervening  monn- 
laina,  and  by  faialitating  the  intercourse  of  oar  Western 
ketluen  with  those  on  the  Atlantic,  substantially  unite 
Asm  in  inttrtti,  which,  the  committee  beliare,  ia  the 
>ast  eSectnal  oement  of  nnioD  applicable  to  the  hiunaii 


Mr.  Thact,  «I»o,  from  the 
tnned,  reported  a  bill  to  regulate  the  Urine  out 
ind  making  a  road  from  Cumberland,  Id  the  Siaie 
of  Harrlaod,  to  the  Stale  of  Ohio;  and  the  bill 
was  read,  and  ordered  to  the  second  reading. 
PUBUC  LANDS. 

Mr.  Brad  LET  submitted  the  followiDg  resolu- 
lioDs;  which  were  rrad,  and  ordered  to  lie  for 
COD  sid«ta  lion : 

Reaohed,  That  one  or  more  land  offices  be  opened 
fcr  the  sale  of  the  lands  of  the  United  Slates,  on  which 
the  Indian  title  shall  have  been  eitinguished,  in  the 
8uie  of  Tennessee. 

Raohfd,  That  CommisBionera  be  appointed,  with 
imple  powers,  to  settle  all  diipntes  relative  to  the  landa 
ceded  by  North  Carolina  to  the  United  States,  and  to 
qmet   ill   elaima,  agreeaUe  to  the  conditions  of  the 

Saoiced,  After  satisfying  all  jDst  claims,  and  the  eX' 

prases  incident  thereto,  that  one put  of  all  the 

poUic  landa  belonging  to  the  United  States,  within  the 
limits  aforesaid,  ought  to  be  appropriated  (or  the  use  of 

X  college  or  aoiverdty  in  said  Stale,  forever ;  one 

part  for  the  Qse  of  schools  for  the  instruction  of  child- 
ren, forever;  and  Sve  per  cent,  on  the  net  proceeds  of 
iIm  sales  of  the  public  landa,  for  the  purpose  of  making 


roads ;  Promded,  The  State  of  Nmth  Carolina  shall 
consent  to  the  appropriation  aforesaid. 
On  motion  toe  House  adjourned. 

Friday,  December  20. 

JoBH  Smitb,  from  (he  State  of  New  York,  at- 
tended. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  making  provisioa  for 
persons  that  hare  been  disabled  by  known  wouadi 
received  in  the  actual  service  of  the  United  States, 
durintr  the  Revolutionary  war,"  was  read  the  sec- 
ond time,  and  referred  to  Messrs.  Anuersor, 
Tract,  and  Baldwin,  Io  consider  and  report 
thereon.  '^ 

The  bill,  enliiled  "An  act  lUpplemeatarf  to  the 
act,  entitled  'An  act  regulating  the  grants  of  land 
appropriated  for  the  refugees  from  the  British 
Provinces  of  Canada  and  Nova  Scotia,"  was  read 
the  second  time,  and  referred  to  Messrs.  Bbaolbt, 
Baldwin,  and  Tbact,  to  consider  and  report 
thereon. 

The  bill  to  regulate  the  laying  out  and  making 
a  road  from  Cumbeiland,  in  the  Stale  of  Marf- 
land,  to  the  Slate  of  Ohio,  was  read  the  second 
time;  and  (he  further  consideration  of  (he  bill 
made  (he  order  of  the  da^  Cot  Monday  next. 

A  message  from  ihe  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  repeal  so  much  of  the 
act,  entitled  'An  act  r^ulaliog  foreign  coins,  and 
for  other  purposes,  as  is  contained  in  the  second 
section  thereof  i"  also  a  bill,  entitled  ''An  act  sup- 
plementary to  (he  act  making  provision  for  the 
paymentof  claims  of  citizens  of  the  United  State* 
on  the  Qovernment  of  France,  the  payment  of 
which  has  beeu  assumed  by  (he  United  States, 
by  virtue  of  the  convention  of  the  30tb  of  April, 
1803,  between  the  United  States  and  the  French 
Republic  i"  in  which  bills  they  desire  the  concur- 
rence of  the  Senate. 

The  bills  were  read,  and  ordered  to  the  seeoDd 
reading. 

TRADE  WITH  ST.  DOMINGO. 

Agreeably  to  notice  given  on  the  18th  instant, 
Mr.  LooAN  asked  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  sus- 
pend the  commercial  iotereourse  between  the 
United  Stales  of  America  and  the  French  island 
of  St-  Domingo. 

"r.  L.  observed  that  the  attention  of  Con- 
i  had  been  called  to  this  subject  hy  the  Presi- 
of  the  United  States,  at  (he  commencement 
of  (he  last  session  of  Congress,  in  the  following 
ds; 

While  notidng  the  irregularities  committed  on  the 
ocean  hy  others,  those  on  our  own  part  should  not 
be  omitted,  nor  left  unprovided  for.  Complaints  have 
been  received,  that  persons  residing  within  the  United 
Stales  have  taken  on  IhenuelvBi  (o  arm  merchant  ves- 
sels, and  to  force  a  commerce  into  certain  ports  and 
coubtiies  in  defiance  of  the  laws  of  those  countries. 
Thai  ind ividuabi should  undertake  to  wage  private  war, 
independently  of  the  authority  of  their  country,  cannot 
be  permitted  in  a  well  ordered  society.  Its  tentlenc; 
to  produce  aggresnons  on  Ihe  laws  and  rights  of  other 
nations,  aud  to  endanger  the  peace  of  our  own,  ia  so 
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obrioui,  lb>t  I  doabt  not  7DU  will  adapt  meaians  for 
Katraining  il  effectual^  in  lutnre." 

The  first  complain!  alluded  to  in  (he  Message 
of  the  President,  is  a  letter  addressed  to  the  Sec- 
relary  of  Stale,  by  the  Envoy  of  Oieat  Britain, 
dated  on  the  31st  of  August,  1804,  in  whicli  he 
observes : 

"  I  h»ve  received  infbrmUion  rapectins  eeTeni  ves- 
sell  which  have  el  \ate  b«en  armed  in,  and  have  lailed 
from  the  diflerent  ports  of  the  United  States,  some 
loaded  with  nilicles  contraband  of  war,  (gunpowder  ia 
■aid  to  be  the  geoenl  article,)  others  with  cargoes  of 
innocent  gooda,  and  others  again  in  ballast.  AAer  the 
diligent  inquiry  which  it  has  been  mj  du^  to  malce  on 
ao  important  a  tubject,  I  think  that  I  can  have  the 
honor  of  stating  to  jou  with  certainty,  thkt  several  ve»- 
■els  or  the  above  descriptian,  which  are  mentioned  to 
be  schooner  rigged,  have  sailed  lately  from  the  port  of 
Baltimore,  whilst  others  of  a  larger  size,  even  ahipa  of 
coBsiderable  burden,  and  completely  equipped  for  war, 
have  saUed  from  the  port  of  Philadelphia,  bound  to  the 
poucaiiona  ofHis  Majesty's  eaciiii«  in  the  East  as  well 
ai  West  ladies.  It  is  said  ibe  object  of  some  of  these 
equipments  is  to  force  a  trade  with  the  blacks  in  the 
Islaad  of  81.  Domingo,  in  which  attempt  the  public 

Srinta  have  staled  so  circumstantially,  as  to  leave  no 
oubt  on  the  eubjecl,  tliat  two  American  vessels  have 
been  captured  by  French  cruisers,  ailer  maluDg  resist- 
ance. But  I  have  strong  reason  to  believe,  that  the 
destination  of  others,  particularly  flrom  the  port  of  Phila- 
delphia, have  been  with  cargoes  ofcontraband  articles  to 
the  enemies'  possessions  in  the  East  and  West  Indies. 
"Let  their  destination,  however,  be  what  they  may, 
it  cannot,  I  conceive,  but  be  iaslly  considered,  that  such 
armaments,  on  the  part  of  the  citizens  of  a  neutral 
State,  most  be  etlended  with  consequences  prcjudidBl 
lo  a  belligerent  Power,  and  may,  therefore,  be  deemed 
rightly  as  offensive,  for  which  reason  the  law  of  nations 
has  stated  one  of  the  first  obligatiius  of  neutrality  to  be 
that  of  abstaining  from  all  partici^tion  in  warlike  ex- 
peditions. The  armed  vessels  alluded  to,  may  become 
the  property  of  the  King's  enemies  either  by  capture  at 
■ea,  or  by  purchase  in  the  ports  to  which  they  are  des- 
tined, and  are  thus  in  readiness  to  be  converted  imme- 
diately into  instruments  of  hostility  against  His  Majesty, 
whilst  in  anoriier  point  of  view  they  are  calculated  lo 
protect  the  vessels  when  they  are  losded  with  contra- 
band articles,  against  the  lawful  search  and  detention 
of  a  iawfiilly  commissioned  ^cruiser,  when  the  latter 
ehall  be  of  interior  force.  Indeed,  I  conceive  that  it 
may  not  be  giving  too  great  an  extent  to  the  principle 
of  Uie  law  of  nations,  without  attending  to  the  nature 
of  the  cargo,  to  consider  the  very  arms,  ammunition, 
and  other  implements  of  war,  with  which  such  vessels 
are  fiimiahed  as  contraband  .articles,  when  the  vessels 
have  been  thus  equipped  without  the  authority  of  (he 
nation  to  which  they  belong. 

"  I  understand,  air,  that  the  armsnents  in  question 
liave  in  lact  taken  place  under  no  commission  or 
authority  whatever  trom  the  Government  of  the  United 
Sutes.  I  have  therefore  thought  it  tny  duty  to  have  the 
honor  of  making  you  acquainted  with  the  information 
that  has  reached  me  on  this  subject,  and  if  the  obser- 
vations which  I  have  taken  the  liberty  to  make  upon  it 
should  happily  be  conformable  to  (he  sentiments  of  the 
American  Government,  I  can  safely  trust  lo  their 
justice,  ss  well  as  to  Ihetr  jealousy  of  observing  the 
most  strict  neutrality  in  the  present  war,  to  take  such 
mnsniM  as  shall  appear  to  them  the  most  proper  for 


who  shall  appear  lo  be  concerned  ir 

Inaletter  from  the  ChargfidesAffairesof  France 
dated  the  7lh  of  May,  1804,  and  addressed  to  the 
Secreiary  of  State,  ne  observes; 

"The  undersigned  is  informed,  in  a  manner  whidl 
leaves  him  no  room  to  doubt  it,  that  the  American  mer- 
chanB,  who  pursue  this  commerce  (meaning  the  com- 
merce with  81.  Domingo)  publicly  arm,  in  the  porta  of 
the  United  Slates,  vessels  which  are  intended  to  sup- 
port by  force  a  traffic  contrary  lo  the  law  of  natioiis, 
and  to  repel  the  efforts  which  the  erulm*  of  the  Fimich 
Republic  are  authoriEed  to  make  in  order  te  prevent  it 
These  armaments  have  also  for  their  olnect  lo  cover  tha 
coDveyance  ofmuuiljons  lo  the  revolted  of  that  colony. 
The  Government  of  the  Uniled  States  cannot  be  igno- 
nwt  of  these  facia,  which  are  pubhc  1  the  consequenoss 
thereof  have  already  been  manifostad  in  the  West  In- 
dies, whsre  the  pnblic  P*P|U*  advise  that  there  have 
been  actiODs  between  the  French  cruisers  and  Amstt- 
can  veaaels  carrying  on  this  commerce.  In  conaidning 
the  matter  merely  under  the  view  of  the  law  of  oatkuia, 
il  is  manifssl  that  American  dtliens,  under  the  very 
eyes  of  their  Government,  carry  on  a  private  and  pirati- 
cal war  against  a  Power  with  which  the  United  States 
are  at  peace.  The  undersigned  woald  be  wanting  in 
his  duty  if  he  did  not  vindicate,  under  such  ciicum- 
stances,  the  rights  and  dignity  of  his  Govemmant, 
which  are  openly  injured,  and  if  he  did  not  call  the 
attenlion  of  Mr.  Madison  to  the  disagreeable  reflection 
which  the  French  Government  would  have  a  right  to 
make,  if  the  silence  of  the  local  authorities  req>ecting 
acts  of  this  nature  should  be  imitated  by  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  United  Slates." 

"The  French  Ooverament  certainly  eoidd  not  see 
without  a  profound  regret,  that  after  having  given  to 
the  United  States  the  moatmsrked  proo&  of  the  desire 
to  place  the  good  understanding  of  the  two  nations  upon 
the  most  inaioveable  foundations,  by  sbandonittg  na- 
tional iirterests  which  might  have  eventually  produced 
collisions,  inilividual  intciest  should  ikow  be  permitted 
to  compromit  this  good  understanding.  lU  regret 
would  be  still  much  greater,  if,  wbeo  the  dignity  and 
safety  of  France  are  openly  injured  in  the  United 
States,  by  their  citizens,  the  American  Government 
should  preserve,  respecting  these  violations,  a  uleoce 
which  would  appear  to  offer  an  excuse,  and  even  a 
sort  of  encoursgement,  lo  all  the  excesses  which  cu- 
pidity may  atlempt.  Besides,  (hat  the  peace  of  the 
two  nalions  cannot  but  be  seriously  compromitted  by 
the  proceedings  of  the  individuals,  and  by  the  repriaala 
to  which  they  must  necessarily  lead,  this  state  of  thing* 
would  infallibly  lend  to  diminish  the  amicable  dispo- 
sition which  the  two  Governments  wish  to  cultivate." 

Mr.  L.  observed  that  [he  commerce  as  carritd 
on  bv  the  citizens  of  the  United  Slates  is  not  only 
a  violaiioQ  of  ihe  law  of  nalions,  which  the  United 
States  as  an  independent  nation  is  bound  10  obey, 


but  19 


made  in  1800, 


belween  the  Uniled  Slates  and  France :  a  treaty 
on  the  most  liberal  principles  as  to  the  rights  of 
neutrals,  and  highly  advantageous  and  honorable 
10  both  nalions. 

To  remedy  ihe  evils  complained  of,  a  law  was 
enacted  during  the  last  session  of  Congress  Co  reeii- 
lale  the  clearance  of  armed  merchant  vessels ;  iliis 
act  hasoperatedasadeceptLOD,ag,  since  the  publi- 
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ntion  of  tbe  law,  the  trade  with  St.  Domingo  has 
btCB  carried  on  to  as  greo-l  if  not  greater  extent 
dnn  formerly.  The  oolf  merit  of  tbe  iriaing 
hv,  is.  that  in  a  DRlional  riew  it  remores  tbe  res- 
pmnability  from  lh«  iftdividual  who  mky  be  en- 
figed  ia  the  trade,  lo  the  GoTeroment  by  which 
n  II  authorized. 

Whilst  we  are  aaiioas  to  have  onr  own  na- 
tioBal  rights  respected^s  it  hoaorable  to  violate 
(Ite  rights  of  a  friendly  Power  with  whom  we  are 
a  peace?  or  is  it  sound  policy  to  cherish  the 
Uaek  popalaiion  of  St.  Domingo  whilst  we  have 
■  similar  population  in  our  Soulhero  States,  in 
which  should  bd  iosurreciioa  take  place,  tbe  Qor- 
cnment  of  the  United  States  ia  boand  lo  render 
eSBCiaal  aid  to  our  fellow-citizeiiB  in  that  pari  of 
te  Onion  7  Mr.  L.  concluded  by  observiog  that 
ia  bringing  forward  the  bill  under  consideration, 
kwas  not  influenced  by  views  of  friendship  to- 
ward* Engbnd  or  France,  but  to  preserve  the  im- 
Bediate  honor  and  fulnre  peace  of  the  United 
States. 

Hr.  Adams. — Mr.  President :  Had  the  gentte- 
nan  who  asks  leave  to  introduce  ibis  bill,  assigned 
uy  new  reasons  as  the  foundation  of  his  motioo, 
vhaterer  my  opiaion  mi^'ht  bare  been  upon  ibeir 
merits,  I  should  not  thint  it  proper  to  combat  them 
ai  this  time;  but  tbe  object  of  the  bill  is  so  simple, 
that  its  details  are  immaterial,  lis  purpose  is  to- 
tallv  to  prohibit  a  branch  of  our  commerce,  which 
tt  the  last  session  of  tbe  Legislature  was  proved 
to  be  of  great  iraporiaiice  to  ihe^country.  Unless, 
therefore,  a  majority  of  the  Senate  should  be  of 
opinion  thai  the  bill  ought  to  pass,  it  ap[>earg  lo 
ne  that  the  present  is  the  stage  at  whieb  it  ought 
in  be  arrested :  since  the  mere  discussion  of  the 
iaesdoa,aod  pendency  of  the  measure  before  Con- 
gress, may  have  an  unfavorable  efleci  npon  the 
commercial  interest,  or  nl  least  injuriouily  affect 
individual  merebaots,  in  the  course  of  their  affairs. 

It  is  wvll  known  to  every  membei  upon  this 
flnoT.  and  to  tbe  public  in  general,  that  the  same 
gentleman  who  now  wishes  to  introduce  this  bill, 
■I  tbe  last  session  of  Congress  made  a  motion 
for  leave  to  bring  it  in  at  that  time,  which  was  re- 
jected i  and  I  expected  that  on  its  renewal  at  this 
lime  he  would  have  alleged  some  new  grounds 
for  the  measure)  hut  in  this  ezpectatioD  I  have 
been  disappointed.  He  tellsus,indeed.that  unless 
we  do  prohibit  this  commerce  it  will  inevitably 
lead  as  into  a  war  with  the  French  Republic.  I 
have  certainly  no  more  disposition  than  any  gen- 
tleman hereto  be  at  war  with  the  French  Repub' 
lie ;  but,  excepting  that  gentleman's  assertion,  (to 
which  I  am  willing  to  give  all  the  credit  which  it 
can  be  entitled  to.)  what  particle  of  evidence  have 
we  that  the  St.  Domingo  trade  will  expose  us  to 
any  such  danger?  What  evidence  has  the  gentle- 
man himself  alleged  in  support  of  his  assertion  1 
f  Why,  sir,  he  has  read  to  us  a  part  of  the  President's 
Message,  at  the  opening  of  the  last  session  of  Con- 
gtess;  and  a  correspondence  between  tbe  British 
and  French  Ministers,  and  the  Secretary  of  Slate, 
lix  or  nine  monibs  previouE  to  that  time,  and  com- 
[daining  that  some  of  oar  merchant  vessels  were 
armed.    It  is  surely  needless  for  me  to  mention 


in  this  House  thjit  in  consaqvence  of  that  very 
passage  in  the  President's  Message  of  last  jear,  and 
of  ihoie  very  complaints  of  those  foreign  Ministers, 
a  bill  did  actually  pais  both  Houses  of  Coogres»i 
after  a  long  and  ample  discussion  of  the  subject; 
which  bill  was  inteoded  to  remove  those  causes  of 
complaint,  and  is  now  in  force.  This  bill  I  have 
understood  was  satisfactory  on  all  hands,  and  it 
has  been  within  a  very  few  daf  s  declared  by  a 
member  of  this  body,  ia  his  place,  to  have  given 
satisfaction  to  the  French  Qovernment  in  partic- 
ular, nor  bas  that  iaformation  been  conlradieied. 
This  conclusion  indeed  may  be  inferred  from  the 
tenor  of  tbe  President's  communication  to  CongreM 
at  the  commencement  of  the  present  session.  If 
any  intimation  of  complaints  from  foreign  Pow- 
ers  relative  to  this  subject,  is  contained  in  this 
message,  it  has  escaped  my  attention,  and  I  can 
indeed  safely  affirm  there  is  none.  And  is  not  thii 
silence  itself,  b  strong,  an  irresistible  proof  that  no 
such  complainis  have  been  made,  out  that  the 
measures  adopted  by  Congress  at  the  last  session 
have  been  satisfactory?  Believing  it  as  I  do,  and 
that  no  needless  iolerferencfl  of  the  Oovernmeol 
with  tbe  regular  course  of  commercial  transactions 
ought  ever  to  be  countenanced,  I  hope  the  f^enile- 
man  from  Pennsylvania  (Mr.  Looan)  will  not 
have  leave  to  bring  in  this  bill. 

Mr.  Jacks  ON  seconded  Mr.  Logan's  motion,  and 
in  reply  to  Mr.  Ai>aus  said,  that  he  wished  Mr. 
Looan  to  make  it  an  annual  motion,  as  Mr.  Saw- 
bridge  had,  in  ibeParliament  of  England,  to  reduce 
septennial  Parliaments,  but  with  more  effect,  until 
ibe  trade  so  highly  dishonorable  to  nstional  char- 
acter was  annihilated.  As  to  Mr.  Aoamb's  obser- 
vations that  the  bill  was  not  allowed  to  be  brought 
in  last  session,  and  that  he  bad  heard  no  new  ar- 
gumenis,he  would  ansver  tbe  gentleman  by  asking 
what  new  argnments  had  been  advanced  on  the 
bill  to  prohibit  the  importation  of  slaves,  when 
leave  Was  given  two  days  since  to  bring  in  the  bill, 
and  the  same  arguments  had  been  rung  in  our  ears 
by  Quakers  and  others,ever  since  the  Constitution 
had  been  in  operation,  and  not  a  new  one  had  been 
produced.  He  said  that  tbe  day  would  come  when 
this  dishonorable  traffic  would  be  rued  by  the  Uni- 
ted States;  that  day  must  arrive  when  a  general 
peace  would  take  place,  when  tbe  present  hostil- 
ities must  cease  ;  that  it  must  and  would  then  be- 
come the  interettofevery  nation  of  Enrope,  having 
colonies  in  the  West  Indies,  to  extirpate  this  horde 
or  ship  them  off  to  some  other  place.  That  the 
United  Slates,  by  affording  them  succor,  arms,  am- 
muniiion,  and  provisions,  must  be  considered  by 
them  as  their  allies — their  sapporlers  and  iheir  pro- 
lectors.  Thai  be  believed  the  United  Stales  would 
be  viewed  in  this  light  by  the  French  Qovern- 
ment and  by  themselves,  end  that  they  woatd  de- 
mand and  expect  us  to  grant  them  an  asylum  as 
allies  and  protectors,  and  send  ihem  to  our  coast. 
This  was  no  novelty,  and  he  had  received  infor- 
mation from  a  late  celebrated  French  Gknrral, 
given  in  a  public  company  at  the  city  of  Wash- 
ton  where  he  boarded,  and  the  Oeneral  was  one 
who  dined  there;  ihat  arrangements  had  been 
made,  if  Qeneral  Le  Clerc  had  been  victorious,  to 
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send  those  brigands  to  the  Souihern  Slates.  Thi& 
wasameianeEoly  subject  for  South  Carolina  and 
Georgia,  and  one  of  those  brigands  introduced  into 
the  Souihera  States  was  worse  than  an  hundred 
impurtaiions  of  blacks  from  Africa,  and  more  dan- 
gerous to  the  United  States. 

Mr.  S.  Smith. — Mr.  President :  Had  the  honor- 
able moTer  produced  any  new  document,  orgiTen 
us  any  new  loforniatioD,  I  certainly  should  nave 
given  my  vole  that  he  should  have  the  leave  re- 
quired ;  or  had  the  Senate  been  composed  of  (he 
ume  members  as  [hose  of  the  last  year,  I  should 
have  contented  myself  by  giving  a  silent  vote  on 
thequection.  Anadditioabeingmade  loiheSenate 
of  several  new  members,  it  may  not  be  improper 
(o  state,  that  this  subject  was  at  the  last  session 

J  relented  to  the  view  of  Congress  by  the  Presi- 
snt.  A  bill  was  predicated  thereon,  and  after 
jTeat  consideration  and  lengthy  discussion  passed 
into  a  law.  Has  the  mover  produced  to  Ibe  Sen- 
ate any  document  to  show  that  France  is  not 
satisfied  with  what  has  beeti  donel  Does  the 
gentleman  know  that  any  new  complaint  has 
been  made?  I  know  of  none,  and  I,  therefore, 
think  it  fair  to  presume  that  France  haa  been  fully 
satisfied  with  Ine  law  already  passed.  The  ^i 
tlemaa  has  said  that  both  the  French  and  Briti 
Ministers  have  considered  the  trade  to  St.  Domingo 
as  contrary  to  the  law  of  nations.  I  see  nothing- 
of  the  kind  in  the  note  from  the  British  Miuister. 
1  have  DO  doubt  of  the  Brirish  being  disposed 
to  interdict  that  branch  of  trade  as  they  hi 
done  almost  all  onr  other  most  li 


might  have  produced  manr  more  reaso 
support  than  he  has  been  pleased  to  oSer  in  sup- 
port of  the  bill  proposed.  But  what  isihis  law  of 
naiiotis?  Is  it  the  written  law,  or  that  law  as- 
sumed hv  nations  who  have  the  most  powar?  If 
the  genilemea  mean  the  written  law,  I  must  be- 
lieve that  they  are  mistaken.  I  have  somewbi 
read,  that  when  a  part  of  a  State  separates  itself, 
and  is  capable  of  supporting  that  separation,  forms 
for  itself  a  government,  and  fully  conducts  its 
own  aSairs,  that  other  nations  do  not  infringe 
this  law  by  trading  or  commencing  a  friendly  in- 
tercourse with  sucTi  part. 

We  are  told  that  a  celebrated  French  Qeneral 
since  here  has  said,  that  had  Qeaerat  Le  Clerc 
succeeded,  he  meant  to  have  landed  all  the  blacks 
of  St.  Domingo  on  our  southern  shores.  This 
may  be — but,  sir,  it  is  not  probable.  If  such,  how- 
ever, bad  been  his  intention,  it  could  not  have 
arisen  from  resentment  on  account  of  our  com- 
merce, for  we  bad  beenofthegreatest  utility  to  him 
and  his  army,  and  bad  then  carried  on  no  com- 
merce that  was  not  fully  sanctioaed  by  France. 
Nay,  t  might  say,  that  owing  to  the  supplies  from 
the  United  Slates,  the  colony  of  St.  Domingo 
had  been  preserved  to  the  mother  country  until 
the  arrival  of  General  Le  Clerc.  Unless,  Mr, 
President,  the  honorable  mover  shall  produce 
some  new  information,  1  shall  be  under  the  neces- 
sity of  voting  against  leave  to  bring  in  this  bill. 

Mr.  MiTCRtLi.,  in  a  speech  of  coiuideiable  I 


length  and  detail,  stated  his  objec 


s  to  giving 


He  complimented  his  friend  from  Pennsylvania, 
for  the  purityofhis  motives  in  bringiagfor ward  the 
present  motion.  But  he  could  not  refrain  from 
an  expression  of  his  surprise,  and  even  his  regret, 
that  the  subject  had  been  moved  again  in  the 
Senate. 

During  the  last  session  of  Congress,  the  whole 
of  the  intercourse  with  St.  Domingo  had  tinder- 
gjone  a  full  investigation.  While  the  bill  regula- 
iing  the  clearance  of  armed  merchant  vessels  was 
under  diicnssion,  that  part  of  our  foreign  com- 
merce had  been  minutely  examined,  ft  would 
be  remembered  that  the  bill  had  been  committed, 
recommitted,  amended,  and  modified,  with  the 
utmost  labor  and  skill.  Betides  the  talents  which 
the  Senate  afforded,  all  the  sonrcea  of  Executive 
information  had  been  drained,  to  aid  their  re- 
searches. And  the  letters  of  the  British  and 
French  Ministers,  complaining  of  the  conduct  of 
our  merchants  in  forcing  this  trade,  were  opened 
to  our  view.  The  crude  material  of  the  bill  had 
been  hammered  at  and  worked  upon  so  elaborate- 
ly, at  to  have  as  last  received  the  complete  burnish 
of  a  law.  With  all  the  knowledge  that  could  be 
derived  from  so  many  quarters,  the  bill  was  at 
length  passed  to  check  the  violence  of  our  navi- 
gatiirs,  and  to  restrain  the  adventurous  zeal  of 
our  merchants.  The  provisions  of  this  law,  were 
such  as  it  was  deemed  just  and  proper  that  a 
ueutral  nation  should  take.  And  this  was  a  lib- 
eral condescension  to  the  wishes  of  the  two  great 
maritime  and  belligerent  Powers,  without  forget- 
ting the  respect  that  we  owed  to  our  own.  With 
bot>i  these  he  wished  to  cultivate  peace  and  good 
understanding;  but  to  neither  of  them  would  he 
consent  to  yield  any  portion  of  our  neutral  and 
national  lights. 

The  difficulties  exhibited  in  the  ministerial 
correspondence,  Mr.  M.  said  were  thus  removed. 
With  a  promptitude  that  deserved  to  be  admired, 
Congress  interposed  Its  authority,  for  the  purpase 
at  once  of  doing  justice  to  our  neighbors,  regula- 
ting our  commerce,  and  tranquitizing  the  Mexi- 
can seas.  With  these  salutary  provisions,  he  be- 
lieved the  two  complaining  nations  had  beea 
satisfied.  At  least  we  had  done  so  much  that  they 
ought  in  all  reason  to  be  content.  Congress  had 
already  manifested  a  due  regard  to  all  that  France 
and  Great  Britain  had  o&ered  upon  the  branch 
of  West  Indian  commerce,  and  In  the  true  spirit 
of  good  neighborhaod,  and  correct  principle,  had 
modified  and  restricted  the  intercourse  with  Hayti. 
And  so  fully  did  the  Europeans  seem  to  acquiesce 
in  our  conduct,  that  he  bad  not  heard  any  further 
remonstrances  made  by  either  of  them  about  it. 
He  thought  the  observations  of  thegeotleman  from 
Massachusetts  (Mr.  Adahb)  very  much  in  point. 
Under  a  conviction  that  we  had  done  as  much  as 
public  faith  and  national  honor  required,  he  had 
'  is  vote  against  the  introduction  of  a  simi* 
during  the  last  session.  Nothing  bad  oc- 
curred from  that  time  to  this  day,  to  alter  the 
circumstances  of  the  case,  or  to  make  it  necessary 
for  Um  to  change  his  conduct.    He  thought  now, 
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ras  danger  of  ore. 
a  much;  of  beioggood 


uhcdidlheo,  that  thi 
iog  our  put  aod  of  iloi 
loDDr  DeighboTs,  to  su 
Dumer,  as  to  be  very 

After  all  this  coaie  ..      ...  .  . 

iaqoiriog    iqio   ihe   alleged    mlsci 

people,  and  taking  imnaediate  meas 

tbe  repetition,  and  after  ha vinz  done  all 

calljr  could  or  that  we  honorably  ought 

jeci  is  once  more  introduced  to  the  Si 

comes  oow,  not  from  the  Eieculire  Departmeol, 

not  from  the  cabinets  of  tbe  nalioas  coaceroed, 

nor  from  the  tecommendatioD  o 

committee,  but  from  the  saggesii 

fidual  memberof  our  own  body. 

The  commerce  of  the  United  States,  he 
iras  an  •sloaishing  spectacle.  It  reached  from 
Arctic  (0  Aniarctic,  and  was  coextensive  with  the 
circumference  of  the  globe.  Most  of  the  inhabit- 
ed coaatries  iif  the  earth  were  visited  by  our  nav- 
igators, and  the  striped  flag  of  the  Union  fluttered 
in  the  remotest  harbors.  Our  couDirymen  have 
made  material  additioos  to  the  science  of  geogra- 
phy. They  have  found  markets  uoknowa  lo  com- 
mercial men  before.  Tbey  have.derived  cargoes 
irom  the  depths  of  the  oceao,  and  laid  the  cod,  the 
KaJ,and  the  whale,  under  coutribiiiioa.  They 
hare  exported  the  productions  of  their  own  happy 
country,  so  fertile  in  the  articles  which  sustain 
and  cherish  life,  to  all  places  where  they  were 
wanted,  and  brought  home  the  crude  materials  or 
the  manufactures  of  those  regions  in  return.  By 
■n  energy  and  enterprise  unexampled  in  the  hii;- 
Vkj  of  the  haman  species,  they  have  excited  (he 
jeaioiu^  of  foreigners,  who  are  not  only  behind 
then  ID  mercantile  exertion,  but  who  cannot 
veigh  an  anchor  or  reef  a  topsail  equal  to  them. 

Such  waa  oor  situation — peaceful,  industrious, 
and  desirous  of  measuring  out  liberal  justice  to 
all  OUT  neighbors.  But  this  was  do  protection 
apiost  commercial  rivalship.     Emulation  and 


competition  existed  in  all  calliikgsand  professions,  ^m  very  far  from  approving  the 

Uerca  utile  jealousy  had  been  alarmed  by  it.   Ex- '  ■■  *■■"  "■ — ■"•'  —  ^"'  '  '*' 

perieoce  had  shown  to  the  most  active  of  them 
thai  they  were  unsuccessful  compeiitora.  What 
waa  the  consequence?  They  had  endeavored  to 
iDterrupt  by  force  or  stratogeai,  that  predominant 
trade  whicn  they  could  not  outdo  or  equal  by  fair 
meaDs.  la  the  havens  of  Britain  tbe  port  charges 
were  of  the  most  exorbiUnt  kind.  Tbe  money 
paid  by  ns  for  passing  their  light-houses  was  ex- 
ce«*ive.  The  tees  for  performing  quaranline  were 
out  of  all  proportion  to  the  good  expected,  or  ser- 
vice done.  Convoy  duties  were  aUo  frequently 
exacted ;  and  the  custom-houses  collected  a  higher 
rate  of  charge  upon  merchandise  exported  to  the 
United  Siatn  ibao  to  any  part  of  Europe.    In 


addition  lo  all  this,  tbe  cruisers  of  that 
made  the  most  ungenerous  abuse  of  the  power  of 
searching  uar  vessels.  They  had  taken  out  and 
impressed  into  their  service  emigrants  coming  to 
oar  conntrf.  They  had  vioiently  'drawn  into 
their  service  our  seamen,  natives  of  our  land. 
Xaioralized  foreigners  had  not  been  spared.  Our 
Kutralilf  had  been  violated  by  their  forcing  our 
iDpresMd  citizens  to  fight  against  tbe  political 
9th  Cos.-^ 


friends  of  their  country.  Our  ships  had  been  fre- 
quently detained  and  spoiled  on  the  high  seas; 
and  their  officers  and  crews  grossly  insulted.  Ves- 
sels bearing  the  variegated  stripes  aod  constellated 
stars  of  our  Union  bait  been  sent  to  distant  Brit- 
ish potts  for  adjudication.  Cargoes  had  been  con- 
demned under  the  most  arbitrary  pretexis,  and 
our  merchants  and  uuderwriters,  by  the  process  of 
an  ex  parte  trial,  stripped  of  their  property.  Oui 
ports  had  been  blockaded.  The  public  authority 
in  our  very  harbors  had  been  defied,  and  tbe  arm- 
ed vessels  of  the  nation  had  been  fired  at.  And, 
to  crown  the  whole,  ihe  same  nation,  instigated 
by  the  like  jealous  and  invidious  considerations, 
seem  bent  upon  prohibiting  out  carrying  trade  in 
colonial  produce,  and  resolved  to  reduce  us  once 
more  tn  the  dependence  of  provinces. 

Are  we,  sir,  already  come  to  this?  You  [the 
Vice  President,  Mr.  Climton,  was  in  the  Chair] 
well  remember  the  effects  wrought  by  (he  injuri- 
ous proceed! [^  of  tbe  British  Parliament  in  1774. 
You  bore  a  noble  and  manly  part  in  tbe  struggles 
of  freemen  against  oppression  at  that  day.  Thirty 
yearsago,  youar  ' 
form  a  general  t 
despising  the  lui 


to  hi 
actiieved  our  gldi 
requires  it, raaywi 


and  your  patriotic  associates  could 

fortalion  agreement,  and, 
the  mother  country,  and 
ess,  you,  spirits  of  freedom, 
I  Revolution.  If  the  case 
t  do  this  again?  If  we  must 
by  our  own  statutes,  it  is 
ily  a  better  policy  to  retaliate  upon  an  ad- 
versary in  (hat  way,  than  lo  abandon  lo  her,  as 
(he  proposed  bill  cfntemplacea,  a  lifcrative  portion 
of  our  trade.  Surely,  laboring  as  we  do,  under 
$11  these  erobarrassmenls.a  proposition  for  lessen- 
ing our  navigation  and  forbidding  our  ships  to 
frequent  the  open  ocean,  would  hardly  have  been 
expected  from  one  of  our  own  body. 

JFor  my  own  pari,  said  Mr.  M^  I  ibink  the  Si. 
Domingo  commerce  is  no  great  thing  in  itself. 
We  might  do  exceedingly  well  without  it ;  and  I 
— r_-  r — ._~  .!.«  .^..«..j  ),y  which 


has  b'een  carried  on ;  but  I  dislike  the  idea  of 
forbidding  it,  at  the  mandate  of  a  foreign  Power. 
Like  our  Revoluiionary  patriots,  lei  us  put  out 
foot  bete,  aod  hence  refuse  to  budge.  It  is  not 
0  legislate  at  the  nod  or  bidding  of  any  na- 
tion. I  hope  we  understand  our  business  bettei 
■  1  to  register  edicts  for  them ;  while  we  pay 
respect  to  others,  it  becomes  us  also  to  respect 
ourselves.  The  precedent  is  a  dangerous  one.  If 
we  agree  to  interdict  this  intercourse,  we  may,  at 
the  next  session,  be  informed  thai  we  ought  to 
withdraw  from  some  other  important  port  or  re- 
gion. When  we  are  found  to  be  so  complying  to 
one  nation,  we  shali  be  subjected  to  alike  request 
or  menace  from  another,  until,  sir,  our  flag  shall 
be  furled  in  one  foreign  port  after  another,  and 
nothing  be  left  us  but  the  coasting  trade  at  home. 
The  sad  consequences  have  been  ably  portrayed 
by  the  gentleman  from  Maryland,  (Mr.  Sauuel 
Smith.) 

There  was  another  reason  evincing  the  unsea- 
sonableness  of  the  proposition  at  the  present  lime. 
This  was  a  disastrous  and  eventful  era  of  our 
commerce.    The  metcbanis  in  every  seapoit  of 
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thcDatioa  were  assemblioff  to  consider  iheirlosses 
from  the  rapaciiv  of  ibe  belligerent  Powers,  and 
Eubmil  them  to  Ine  consideralioD  of  Coogress.  It 
would  be  better  to  wait  for  the  statements  that 
such  a  practical  class  of  men  should  make.  Our 
judgmeals  would  be  aided  bf  the  facts  which 
their  memoiials  would  contain. 

Mr.  M.  then  considered  the  prohibition  in  the 
Conaiitutiou  on  Congress  as  to  the  laying  of  ex- 
port duties,  and  said  that  the  exportation  of  our 
domesiic  productions,  so  necessary  to  our  country, 
and  so  cautiously  guarded,  ought  not  lo  be  inter- 
rupted by  any  spontaneous  regulations  of  our  own. 
He  was  an  advocate  for  the  mare  liherwn.  He 
wished  a  wide  and  open  market  for  (he  beef,  pork, 
fish,  flour,  rice,  and  cotton,  of  the  country. 

He  then  adverted  lo  the  operation  which  a  re- 
strained commerce  would  have  upon  agriculture. 
With  the  ceasing  of  exports,  this  great  spring  lo 
the  planter's  and  grazier's  industry  is  at  once  taken 
away  ;  the  plough  would  stop ;  and  it  would  be 
melancholy  to  see  the  fair  and  enchanting  face  of 
our  counirv  degenerate  to  the  sayage  state,  and 
yield  naugiit  hut  the  unthrifty  crop  of  weeds  and 
brambles. 

Turning,  then,  to  sbip-bailding  and  its  cluster 
of  attendant  trades  and  arts,  be  feared  that  it 
would  fall  into  neglect.  That  employment  which 
gives,  perhap.1,  the  grandest  idea  of  the  skill  of 
man,  would  be  diseontioned,  and  the  inhabitatits 
of  our  seaports  be  forced  back  to  the  country  to 
keep  them  from  starving. 

Nor  was  this  revenue  to  be  omitted  in  the  enu- 
meration. As  far  as  the  imports  from  Hayti  are 
consumed  by  our  citizena,  so  far  the  leveDue  is 
aided ;  and,  if  eiporied  nn^er  drawback,  the  car- 
rying trade  is  helped  by  the  transpDrlalion,  and  the 
return  cargo,  whether  of  brandy,  wines,  hardware, 
or  dry  goods,  may  be  expected  lo  afford  an  ad  va- 
lorem or  speciSc  contrihuilon  to  the  Treasury. 

A  word  or  two  concerning  the  sitaatioa  of 
France  in  this  affair,  he  should  beg  leave  to  offer. 
The  coffee  and  sugar  of  that  productive  island 
had  reached  the  potts  of  that  empire  in  American 
botiomi.  And,  in  return,  the  productions  and 
manufactures  of  France  had  been  carried  by  the 
same  conveyance  lo  the  revolted  colony  of  black 
freemen.  It  was  presumable  such  an  intercourse 
would  give  to  France  several  of  the  benefits  of  a 
direct  commerce.  And,  as  our  act  of  the  last  ses- 
sion had  yielded  to  her  the  sovereignly,  he  did  not 
think  that,  in  the  exciting  intermediate  state  be- 
tween rebellion  and  reToTution  among  the  Hay- 
tians  France  had  any  just  cause  of  displeasure 
against  us.  If  she  had,  the  numberless  captures 
and  depredations  done  under  her  fta^,  must  have 
given  her  the  roost  ample  satisfaction.  Under 
these  impressions,  he  judged  it  neither  politic  nor 
necessary  to  legislate  furiner  on  the  subject,  and 
should,  consequently,  say  No  to  the  motion. 

Mr.  HiLLHOcsE  said,  he  hoped  the  question 
would  be  taken  by  yeas  and  nays,  because hecon- 
fidenlly  expected  there  would  be  a  great  majority 
of  the  Senate  opposed  to  giving  leave  lo  bring  in 
the  bill,  for  he  considered  the  measure  not  only  as 
improper,  but  as  ill-timed. 


We  are  inrormed,  by  the  Message  of  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  Slates  and  the  documents  be- 
fore us,  (hat  depredations  are  made  on  our  com- 
merce on  all  quarters,  and  our  citizens  not  only 
robbed  of  (heir  property,  but  in  some  inslancei 
subjected  to  personal  insult  and  injury^;  it  is  also 
well  known  that  Congress  have  received  confi- 
dential communications  from  the  President,  and 
are  deliberatiue  with  Closed  doors.  The  general 
expectation  is  that  something  energetic  andspiriled 
will  be  done  in  defence  of  our  neutral  rights  and 
national  honor.  How  great  will  be  the  surprise 
if  the  first  step  taken  by  the  Senate  of  the  United 
Slates  is  found  to  be  a  further  restriction,  or  a  total 
prohibition,  of  a  lawful  and  lucrative  branch  of 
our  commerce  t  As  to  restricting  or  prohibiting 
this  trade  lo  Bt.  Domingo  (which  no  gentleman 
has  produced  a  single  authority  from  the  law  of 
nations  to  prove  to  be  unlawful)  for  the  purpose 
of  securing  our  citizens  from  the  personal  insults 
and  injuries  to  which  they  are  exposed  in  the 
West  Indies,  he  could  not  approve  it;  a  more 
proper  and  dignified  course  be  thought  would  be 
to  send  armed  ships  into  those  seas,  to  capture  or 
demolish  those  bucaniers  and  pirates,  who  rob  us 
of  our  property,  and  insult  and  murder  our  citi- 
zens. They  are  a  banditti  whom  no  nation  will  . 
own,  or  admit,  to  be  acting  under  their  authority, 
though  sailing  under  their  &ag,  and  whona  it  is 
not  in  the  power  of  such  nation  lo  restrain. 

The  gentleman  from  Qeorgla  has  told  us  that 
the  conflict  in  St.  Domingo  is  that  of  masters  at- 
tempting to  reclaim  their  slaves,  and  that  if  the 
United  Slates  suffer  the  trade  to  be  carried  on, 
we  shall  be  considered  as  aiding  and  upholding 
those  slaves,  and  give  offence  to  France.  And 
that  when  peace  shall  take  place  in  Gurop«,  tbe 
French  will  transport  those  negroes  by  tbouMnds 
to  the  shores  of  South  Carolina  and  Qeorgia,  to 
the  endangering  the  lives  of  the  citizens  of  those 
States.  This  Mr.  H.  considered  as  a  bugbear,  with 
which  we  ought  not  to  be  frightened,  for,  aa  to 
the  warfare  in  St.  Domingo  being  a  mere  coa- 
flict  between  master  and  slave,  it  will  be  well  re- 
membered that  the  French  Republic  long  ago 
liberated  all  the  slaves  in  that  island,  and  declared 
them  free.  As  lo  the  citizens  of  the  United  Stales 
carrying  arms  and  military  stores  to  the  enemies 
of  France,  the  law  of  nations  has  declared  the 
p^alty,  which  is  a  forfeiture  of  the  property,  and 
the  United  States  can  in  no  way  be  implicated 
thereby.  And  as  to  France  landing  those  negroes 
on  our  shores,  he  said  there  was  power,  aod  he 
believed  there  would  be  found  a  disposition  ia  the 
people  of  the  United  Slates  to  repel  such  an  insult; 
for  if  we  cannot  prevent  France  or  any  oiber 
Power  from  invading  our  territory  and  insulting 
our  national  honor,  by  landing  their  outcasts  upon 
our  shores,  we  shall  no  longer  deserve  ibe  name 
of  an  independent  nation. 

Mr.  Jackbok,  in  reply  to  Mr.  Smith  and  Mr. 
MiTCntLi.,  confessed  he  had  seen  no  official  docu- 
ment, other  than  what  the  honorable  mover  had 
read,  but  he  had  seen  at  Newcastle,  in  Delaware, 
a  whole  fleet  bound  to  SL  Domingo,  to  force  a 
trade  which  even  captains  of  vessels,  true  Araeci- 
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can!,  c^ed  shame  on.  That  ibe  boDorable  $ea- 
tiemia  bad  called  oul,  why  had  Dot  the  merer 
brooght  Torward  a  resolution  agiinst  Britain  oi 
some  ether  Power  wbo  had  committed  depreda- 
tioiu  on  our  commerce !  Mr.  J.  said  he  wished 
10  begin  here,  by  preventing  our  own  merchant: 
from  doiag  injury  to  other  nations,  and  then  tc 
strike  at  those  who  insulted  us.  He  fur  himself 
WIS  prepared  and  willing  to  attack  the  first  Power 
vho  bad  insnlied  us  wiiTi  far  more  superiorweap- 
oaithaD  arming  oar  ship.  He  was  an  agricul- 
tnnl  man,  and  would  suffer  with  ibe  flour  makers ; 
but  he  would  call  on  the  honorable  senlleman 
(ilhet  from  Maryland,  from  New  York,  from 
Haisachaaetts,  or  Connecticut,  to  strike  at  Qreat 
Britain  or  any  other  nation  wbo  bad  injured  u 
by  a  resoluiioD  of  prohibition  of  trade  or  inle 
eoQtse,  and  be  was  the  man  who  would  second 
and  keep  it  on  till  the  injuring  nation  should  cry 
pftTori— keep  it  on  one  twetremonih,  and  you 
would  see  them  all  at  your  feet.  Look  at  the 
Lfgislatare  ofJamaica  peliiioning  their  Governor 
from  cime  to  lime  for  AmeriCBD  intercourse.  Look 
il  Trinidad,  Ibe  same,  in  a  state  of  famine.  Sir. 
we  h«Te  no  favors  to  ask  the  nations  of  itie  earth ; 
Ikey  mast  ask  tbem  of  as,  or  their  West  India 
colonies  must  starve. 

That  however,  with  respect  to  documents,  he 
would  inform  the  ffentlemaa  from  Maryland,  that 
he  had  seen.  tbougE  not  official,  a  letter  from  Oea- 
(nl  Ferrand,  Governor  of  St.  Domingo,  and  which 
WIS  published  in  all  the  principal  newspapers  of 
the  United  Stales,  complaining  to  the  French 
Garemment  OD  this  subject,  and  laying  all  the 
blame  to  the  American  Government,  if  not  in 
direct,  ia  the  most  severe  indirect  terms.  That 
IS  10  ihe  total  saparaiion  of  ibe  self-created  Em- 
rnOTUid  nation  of  Hayti,  and  its  independence 
of  the  parent  country,  and  under  which  gentie- 
nea  declared  our  rignts  of  trade  founded  on  the 
laws  of  nations— the  late  attack  on  that  General 
if  ibc  Emperor  proved  it  did  not  exist :  he  was 
iefesled,  his  army  scattered  and  driven  to  the 
nonaiiins ;  that  Ferrand  held  the  island  as  French 
Governor  for  the  French  nation,  and  the  separa- 
tion was  not  sttcb  as  to  warrant  the  arguments 
■ued  for  a  right  to  trade.  It  would  be  a  fatal  ar- 
^meuused  against  us  as  respected  our  Souih- 
troStatesby  other  Powers.  On  the  same  grounds, 
t  parrel  of  runaways  and  outcasts  from  Souib 
Carolina  and  Georgia,  to  the  amount  of  some 
hundreds,  now  collected  on  or  near  the  Okefo- 
iirtee  swamp  in  Georgia,  might  be  termed  an  ia- 
iepcadent  socielr ;  or  if  an  insurrection  look  place 
iailiose  Slates,  the  rebellious  horde,  on  creating  an 
ntperor,  be  supplied  with  arms  and  ammunition. 
■laseparate  and  independent  nation.  This,  as  the 
iinionbl«  gentleman  from  Connecticut  had  been 
pf^Med  to  term  his  fears  bugbears,  might  be  no 
^bnrio  him,..afe  and  remote  from  the  scene 
M leiioD,  near  New  Haven;  but  it  was  a  serious 
ta|b«r  to  him.  and  would  be  to  the  whole  south- 
"iconntry,  wnere  the  horrid  scenes  of  that  isl- 
«J  would  be  reacted,  their  properly  destroyed, 
t>d  their  &milies  massacred.  The  honorable 
{ntlnnan  froiD  Netv  York,  loo,  had  been  pleased 


to  term  ihem  bugbears,  but  had  raised  tip  a 
nnmber  of  bis  own  lo  prevent  the  passing  of  the 
bill — he  had  drawn  a  most  lamentable  picture  t^ 
the  state  of  this  country,  if  this  disnonorable 
trade  lo  this  small  part  of  the  commercial  world 
was  interdicted.  Commerce  was  to  languish  and 
agriculture  tube  annihilated — our  Gelds  wer^  to 
grow  up  in  briers  and  thorns,  and  even  verdure 
to  disappear.  Mr.  J.  said  he  did  not  believe  this. 
The  United  States,  if  all  the  Powers  on  earth 
were  opposed  to  us,  bad  within  herself  enough  to 
eat,  to  drink,  aud  to  clothe  her  citizens ;  this  was 
not  the  case  with  other  Powers.  Not  a  nation  ex- 
isted, which  bad  West  India  colonies,  but  was 
more  or  less  dependent  on  us,  and  could  not  do 
without  us — they  must  come  to  our  terms  or  starve. 
On  with  your  embargo,  and  in  nine  months  they 
must  lay  at  your  feet.  It  was  certain  that  we 
should  suffer  for  thai  time,  but  he  was  willing, 
and  he  knew  the  Southern  country  willingto  sub- 
mit to  it ;  and  at  the  end  of  it  our  fields  would  re- 
sume their  usual  verdure,  and  the  thorns  and  bri- 
ers be  rooted  oat. 

The  honorahle  gentleman  from  Maryland  had 
told  us  of  the  blockade  of  Cadiz,  and  that  Hispan- 
iola  was  the  only  vent  now  for  our  flour ;  but  he 
believed  even  the  blockade  of  Cadiz  was  not  so 
strict  in  that  respect,  as  ihe  honorable  gentleman 
had  mentioned ;  he  would  read  a  line  from  Lord 
Mulgrave  lo  Mr.Monroeon  ihat  head.  [Here  Mr. 
J:  read  part  of  it,  but  found  it  more  strict  than  he  had 
thought,  and  gave  that  point  up.}    Bui  Mr.  Presi- 
dent, said  Mr.  J.,  is  Cadiz  the  only  market  in  Eu-   t 
rope  for  our  flour?     Prom  the  Teiel  to  the  Baltic    T 
and  Mediterranean,  there  are  hundreds  of  ports  at 
which  our  flour  is  vented. 
Mr.  J.  made  a  number  of  other  remarks,  and 
ncluded  that  he  thought  the  passage  of  the  bill 
Lsolulely  necessary,  for  the   honor  and  safety  i^ 
e  country ;  and  as  lo  the  information  be  had  re- 
ceived from  a  late  celebrated  French  General,  it 
lied  by  the  acts  of  Le  Clerc  and 
Rochamheau  themselves.    That  the  most  dating 
brigands  were  forced  by  those  officers  on  board 
*-ieriean  vessels,   the   captains   of  which  were 
npelted  to  bring  them  to  the  United  States, 
trary  to  ihe  laws  of  their  own  country.    This 
had  been  a  mailer  of  serious  alarm,  not  only  to 
the  Southern  Slates,  hut  to  Ihe  Middle  and  North- 
ern States.    At  any  rale,  he  hoped  the  bill  would 
be  received,  if  it  was  only  to  inform  merchants 
trading  to  Hispaniola,  of  the  sense  of  Congress, 
that  the  trade  must  cease;  this  was  the  point  on 
which  the  slave  bill  had  been  received.    That  he 
wished  to  begin  with  this  trade  first,  and  be  be- 
lieved striking  at  that  was  striking  at  the  British, 
for  he  had  been  informed  at  Newcastle  that  Ibe  St. 
leet,  then  there,  was  owned  by  British 
and  supplied  from  British  capital,  under 
the  protection  of  our  flag,  which  bad  to  bear  all 
the  disgrace  of  this  illicit  traffic. 

Mr.  S.  Smith. — I  am  not  concious,  Mr.  Presi- 
dent, that  I  said,  (as  charged  by  the  honorable 
mover,)  lhat  the  trade  to  St.  Domingo  was  the 
onlv  great,  the  only  important  commerce  of  the 
United  Stales.    It  was  an  assertion  that  it  wu 
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not  |)09sible  I  could  have  made.  I  did,  however, 
#•  cooaider  it  a  branch  of  commerce  highly  import- 
aot  to  ihe  Uoiled  Slates,  ioasmuch  as  that  islaod 
does  draw  from  us  all  its  provisions  of  everv  kind ; 
its  clothing  and  Iniuries:  that  is,  that  halt  a  mil- 
iioD  of  people  are  almost  exclusively  supplied 
with  all  their  waots  by  the  commerce  and  agri- 
culture of  the  United  Statesj  and  ibat  good  rca- 
aons  should  be  assigned  before  we  ought  to  be  in- 
duced to  relioquish  ao  imporianl  a  branch.  I  did 
atate  that  flour,  salted  beef  aad  pork,  fish,  rice,  and 
tobacco,  furnished  a  considerable  portion  of  the 
means  with  which  that  commerce  was  pursued; 
and  that  if  interdicted,  it  would  have  a  :terious 
operation  on  the  prices  of  aome  of  them.  The 
gentleman  from  Georgia  has  supposed  that  there 
would  be  a  sufficient  outlet  for  our  flour  in  the 
port^  between  the  Teiel  and  the  Baltic.  Thoae 
ports,  Mr.  President,  export  wheat;  I  never  knew 
a  barrel  of  flour  shipped  from  the  United  Slates 
lo  either  of  them— they  are  our  eompeiilors.  Mr. 
Piesident,  we  are  adrised  by  the  name  honorable 
gentleman  to  begin  by  interdicting  this  trade,  and 
then  proceed  on  to  those  who  have  oppressed  our 
commerce.  This,  sir,  is  a  curious  mode,  to  begin 
(o  interdict  the  trade  to  those  against  whom  the 
United  States  hare  no  cause  of  complaioi,  that 
we  may  be  jusCiGed  in  breaking  our  commercial 
relations  with  those  who  have  oppressed  our  trade 
in  every  quarter  of  the  globe. 

The  honorable  mover  has  said,  let  us  look  at 
our  commerce  and  see  how  it  is  affected.  1  wish 
the  gentleman  had  done  us  that  favor— be  men- 
tioned the  East  Indies,  but  there  be  stopped  short, 
and  left  to  each  of  us  to  look  at  our  commerce  in 
our  own  way,  without  the  promised  benefit  of 
bia  instruction,  I  will,  Mr.  President,  take  leave 
to  present  lo  the  Senate,  a  short  view  of  some  of 
its  branches.  That  to  the  East  Indies,  has  been 
conducted  in  two  ways — the  one.  by  eiporiing 
specie,  and  purchasing  therewith  the  cotton  goods 
of  the  Brilish'dominions;  theie8s,china,and  nan- 
keens of  Chios;  (he  sugar,  coffee,  and  pepper,  of 
the  Dutch,  French,  and  native  possessions:  the 
other  mode,  by  shipping  from  Europe  the  goods 
beat  suited  for  India,  and  vesting  their  proceeds  in 
the  articles  already  stated,  with  which  our  ships 

Sroceed  to  some  port  in  Europe,  or  return  home 
irect  The  most  beneficial  part  of  this  com- 
merce is  now  interdicted  with  Great  Britain. 
Her  King  says  (and  his  admiralty  court  obeys) 
that  the  ships  of  the  United  States  shall  not  carry 
on  a  trade  in  the  time  of  war  to  the  colony  of  his 
enemies,  not  permitted  by  such  enemy  in  lime  of 
peace.  From  this  general  rule,  he  has  (as  he 
■ays)  as  matter  of  favor  relaxed  at  different  times. 
During  the  last  war,  be  relaxed  so  (ar  as  to  per- 
mit neutrals  to  carry  from  their  own  country  to 
tbe  colony  of  his  enemy,  and  return  direct  to  the 
nation  of  the  neutral  ships,  where  he  insisted  that 
the  cargo  must  be  landed;  but  consented  that  it 
might  he  reshipped  in  tjie  same  or  any  other  ship 


f'  port  in  Europe  or  elsewhere.    But  he  ab- 
y  forbid  us  lo  go  with  our  cateoes  from 
India  to  any  other  country  in  Europe  than  Oreat 


He  has,  Mr.  President,  since  the  war,  with- 
drawn a  part  of  that  high  favor;  and  now  the 
ships  of  the  United  Slates  are  interdicted  br 
Great  Britain  from  proceeding  from  Europe  wild 
goods  to  any  part  of  the  East  Indies.  Nay,  it  is 
tbe  opinion  of  one  of  their  most  learneddoctots  of 
law,  that  it  would  even  be  dangerous  for  our  shipt 
to  proceed  from  Europe  to  the  East  Indies  with 
specie.  He  has  interdicted  us  from  proceeding 
from  his  enemies'  colony,  and  from  the  East  Indies 
generally  even  to  his  own  ports  in  Europe,  oi 
from  one  port  in  tbe  East  Indies  to  another;  he 
denies  us  tlie  liberty  of  eiporling  ihe  articles  im- 
ported into  the  United  Sutea  from  his  enemies' 
colony  in  the  same  shipa  in  which  they  were  import- 
ed, (although  the  same  be  landed  and  the  duties 
paid,)  or  even  in  any  other  ship,  for  account  of  the 
person  who  was  the  importer.  From  this  view 
It  will  appear,  that  our  India  trade  is  greatly  re- 
stricted. Thus  it  has  lost  part  of  its  importance. 
An  important  branch  of  our  commerce  was,  in 
lime  of  peace,  to  Cadiz,  with  flour,  part  of  which 
flour  was  reshipped  by  a  cotnpany  to  Cuba;  that 
trade  ceased  witn  the  war.  GreatBritain  blockades 
Cadiz,  and  coodemnsour  ships  that  attempt  logo  in. 
We  supply  Cuba  with  flour,  rice,  and  salted  meat ; 
and  bring  from  thence  sugar,  molasses,  dbc.  This 
trade  Great  Britain  as  yet  permits  (throuah  her 

6reat  beoevolence)  provided  you  go  to  and  come 
'□m  the  single  port  of  Havana;  but  condemns 
your  ships  if  they  are  found  coming  from  any 
other  port  in  the  island.  For  this  pittance  of 
trade  to  Havana  we  are  at  the  mercy  of  Great 
Britain.  She  may  (agreeably  lo  her  law  of  na- 
tionsj  deprive  us  of  il  at  any  moment,  and  if  we 
can  judge  of  what  she  will  do,  by  what  she  has 
done,  we  must  expect  she  will  (without  notice) 
cause  all  our  ships  found  trading  with  the  colony 
of  her  enemy,  to  be  seized — her  courts  will  con- 
Great  Britain  has  interdicted  or  molested  our 
trade  lo  St.  Donungo.  It  was  left  for  the  honor- 
able mover  to  propose  to  deprive  his  country  of 
that  valuable  branch  of  our  commerce,  and  he 
says  il  out  of  complimeDt  to  what  he  supposes  to 
he  the  desire  of  France.  He  shows  us  no  docu- 
ment to  induce  us  to  believe  that  nation  would  wish 
il.  Judging  (as  I  do)  from  what  would  be  the 
interest  of  France,  I  am  induced  to  believe  that 
she  will  not  be  obliged  to  the  mover.  It  is  her 
interest  that  Great  Britain  should  not  have  the 
benefit  of  the  commerce  of  St.  Domingo.  If  we 
interdict  this  trade,  Great  Britain  wilf  have  the 
whole;  she  will  have  the  monopoly  which  she 
asked,  and  which  Dessalines  refused  lo  give  her  ; 
and  she  will  then  aid  him  against  Ferrand — block- 
ade the  city  of  St.  Domingo  by  sea,  while  tbe 
blacks  attack  him  by  land.  General  Ferrand  may 
in  such  case  soon  be  starved  into  submission. 
The  supplying  that  island  and  drawing  all  her 
valuable  products  into  England,  will  enable  Great 
Britain  lo  pay  a  handsome  annual  subsidy  to  any 
of  Ihe  Powers  of  Europe.  The  interdiction  of 
OUT  trade  will  enrich  England  and  do  no  benefit 
to  France.  What  effect  may  it  produce,  as  it  re- 
spects us,  is  a  setioiu  question.    I  Cear  it  will 
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create  aaoiher  pirstical  Power.    The  Hayliai 
will  hare  prorisioDS  if  they  are  to  be  fouod  <: 


mra ;  a  war  wiih  a  view  to  starve  ihem.  They 
will  send  out  their  vessels  of  war,  (for  they  have 
anned  vessels,)  tbey  will  take  your  unarmed  ships 
booDd  (o  Jamaica,  to  the  Spanish  Main,  to  Cor- 
racoa,  and  molest  your  trade  to  Cuba  ;  they  are 
apon  the  high  road  o[ yoni  trade  from  Europe  to 
New  Orleans;  they  will  desu-oy  it ;  vou  will  com- 
pel them  (o  be  a  maTitime  power ;  tney  will  sood 
make  it  necessary  for  you  tosuirouad  iheir  island 
with  an  armed  fleet.  Bui,  it  will  be  asked,  of  what 
advantage  is  out  baving  the  trade  to  the  mother 
conoliy  ^Fraoce.)  1  have  already  stated  that  we 
prevent  lU  wealth  from  going  lo  ner  euemy  j  but 
this  is  not  the  only  advantage — our  ships  carry  to 
France  the  coffee  we  draw  from  St.  Domingo;  the 
coiioDj  rice,  and  tobacco  of  our  country,  and 


Slates  and  form  a  large  proportion  of  the  cargoes 
sent  to  that  island.  Thus  then  France  (la  truth) 
■applies  "  as  formerly"  [be  people  of  St.  DomioRO 
with  lis  manufactures  and  products,  lo  the  enricn- 
iog  of  that  nation.  The  moment  we  stop  that 
tnde,  France  will  furnish  no  more.  Great  Bri- 
tain wilt  supply  the  whole.  The  Haytiaos  will 
find  supplies,  whether  we  are  the  carriers  or  not ; 
(heir  eoSee  will  procure  ihem  all  they  want ;  we 
shall  be  exposed  to  the  necessity  of  keepiog  an  ez- 

Knsive  fleet ;  Great  Britain  wilt  be  enriched,  and 
iDce  will  lose  the  advantage  in  which  she  now 
panabes.    These  are  some  of  the  reasons  thai 
nave  Induced  me  to  presume  that  the  silence  of 
.     France  is  owing  to  her  knowledge  of  (he  conse- 
quences that  would  result  from  our  interdictiog 

The  gentleman  aught  to  have  informed  us  of 
,  the  consequences  that  may  result  to  our  finaoces 
from  his  plan;  had  he  informed  himself,  he  wuutd, 
I  most  brlieve,  have  hesitated.  Sir,  it  will  take 
fivro  the  United  States  a  revenue  of  at  least  two 
hundred  thousand  dollars  per  anunm.  Let  gen- 
tlemen look  to  the  report  from  the  Treasury,  tbey 
will  there  see  that  our  neutral  poHtion — In  other 
worda,  oar  canri'^g  for  oiber  nations — has  given 
na  a  revenue  of  two  millions  per  annum  for  three 
years  ofihelastPresidential  term.  Tfaejear  1802, 
beiog  a  year  of  peace,  our  revenue  fell  short  of 
ilie  average  product  of  ihe  other  three  years  to 
that  amoUDl.  St.  Dominso  contributed  at  least 
the  sum  inentioMd  (I  think  much  more)  towards 
IWk  two  miJIioni gained  by  the  carrying  trade, 

I  «nio  beg  leave  to  mention  that  we  are  asked 
to  make  this  sacrifice  without  being  (so  far  as  we 
know)  requested  thereto^' either  by  our  own  Gov- 
enmeni  or  that  of  France. 

After  a  few  replieatory^  remarks  from  Mr.  Lo- 
9iw.  the  consideration  of  the  subject  was  posl- 
poBrcd  to  Honday. 

MoMDAT,  December  33. 
The  fbllowing  Message  was  received  from  the 
PauiDCKT  or  THB  United  States  : 


To  the  Senatt  and  Houte  of 

Reprtttniativa  of  Ike  United  Statu  ; 

The  GoTOTDOT  and  Pieiiding  Judge  of  the  Territoij 
of  Michigan  have  made  ■  report  lo  me  of  the  state  Ot 
that  Territoiy  ;  several  mattera  In  which,  being  within 
each  of  Legislative  anthoiitj  only.  I  tny  the  report 
befora  Congress.  TH.  JEFFERSON, 

DicuBia  23,  ISOfi. 

The  Message  and  report  therein  mentioned  were 
read,  and  referred  to  Messrs.  Thacv,  Worthihu- 
TOH,  and  Baldwin,  to  consider  and  report  thereon. 

TuKSDAY,  December  24. 

Mr.  LooAN  presented  the  .memorial  of  the 
Chamber  of  Commerce  of  the  city  of  Philadel- 
phia, signed  Thomas  Fitzsimmons,  Chairman, 
stating  the  expediency  of  enlarging  the  piers  al- 
ready constructed  in  the  river  Delaware,  and  of 
adding  to  iheir  number,  as  well  as  of  preventing 
olutrneuous  from  piers  heretofore  sunk  for  de- 
fence ;  and  prayiog  the  interposition  of  Congreas 
to  extend  the  i^vislont  of  a  law  of  the  State  of 
Pennsylvania  to  certain  neighboring  Slates,  pro- 
poTtionaltf  benefitted  by  the  navigation  of  ibe 
river  Delaware  ;  and  the  memorial  was  read,  and 
ordered  to  lie  for  consideration. 

The  bill,  entiiled  "An  act  supplementary  to  the 
act  making  provision  for  the  jHiyment  of  claims 
of  citizens  of  the  United  States  on  the  Qovern- 
menl  of  France,  the  payment  of  which  has  been 
assumed  by  the  United  Slates  by  virtue  of  the 
convention  of  the  30th  of  April,  1803,  between  the  , 
United  Slates  and  the  F^ench  Republic,"  was  read 
the  second  time,  and  referred  to  Messrs.  MiTCBtLi^ 
SmtTH  of  Maryland,  and  Bradley,  lo  consider 
and  report  I  hereon. 

The  bill,  entitled,  "An  act  to  repeal  so  much  of 

le  act,  entiiled  'An  act  regulating  foreign  coins, 
and  for  other  purposes,'  as  is  contained  in  the 
second  section  (hereof,"  was  read  the  second  time, 
and  referred  to  Messrs.  Anderson,  Tract,  and 
AuAHB,  to  consider  end  report  thereon. 

The  bill  10  regulate  the  laying  out  and  making 
a  road  from  Cumberland,  in  the  State  of  Matj' 
land,  to  the  State  of  Ohio,  was  considered  as  in 
Committee  of  the  Whole  ;  and  being  reported  to 
the  House  without  amendment, 

Ordered  That  this  bill  nass  to  the  third  reading. 

Mr.  LaoAN  submitted  the  following  mouon : 

"  Retoivtd,  That  the  Freaidant  of  the  United  StUea 
be  requested  to  csnse  ta  be  laid  before  the  Senate  such 
documenti  and  papers,  or  other  information,  ss  are  in 
his  possession,  relative  to  complaints  b;  the  Govern- 
mentof  France,  against  the  commerce  carried  on  by 
the  citizens  of  the  United  States  to  the  French  island 
of  Bt.  Domingo." 

Ordered,  That  ihis  motion  lie  for  consideration. 

Mr.  MtTcR^LL  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
this  day  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  supple- 
mentary to  (he  act  making  provision  for  the  pay- 
ment of  claims  of  citizens  of  the  United  Slates 
on  the  Government  of  France,  the  payment  of 
which  has  been  assumed  by  the  -United  Slates  br 
virtue  of  the  Convention  of  the  30th  of  April, 
1803,"  reported  the  seme  without  ameodment, 
Ordertd,  That  this  bill  pass  to  the  third  reading. 
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Friday,  December  37. 

Tbe  Senate  resumed  ibe  motioD  made  on  ibe 
24th  instant,  (bat  thejr  be  furnished  witb  certain 
documents  respecline  the  commerce  carriei]  on  by 
ibe  citizens  of  tbe  United  States  (o  the  French 
island  of  Si.  Domingo;  and 

Retolved,  Tliat  the  President  of  tbe  United 
States  be  requested  to  cause  to  be  laid  before  the 
Senate  sucb  documents  and  papers,  or  olber  infor- 
mation, as  are  in  bis  posse.'^slon,  relative  to  com- 
pjeinu  by  the  Government  of  France,  aeainst  the 
commerce  carried  on  by  the  citizens  of  the  United 
Slates  to  the  French  island  of  St.  Domingo. 

Ordered,  That  the  Secretary  lay  ibis  resolution 
before  the  President  of  tbe  United  States. 

Tbe  following  Message  was  received  from  the 
President  of  the  United  Stateb: 
7%  the  Senate  and  Haute  of 

RtpretaUaiivet  of  the  Uaittd  Statu  .• 

1 1>7  before  Congrew  •  report  of  the  Surveyor  of  the 
PnUio  Building!,  ■taling  the  piogru^  made  on  them 
during  the  laat  Muon,  and  whit  may  ba  expected  to  be 
accompUahfld  in  tbe  enauiug  one. 

Die.  27,  180a.  TH.  JEFFEK80N. 

The  Message  and  reporl  therein  referred  to  were 
read,  and  ordered  to  lie  for  consideration. 

Tne  Phf.bioent  communicated  a  letter  and  re- 
port from  tbe  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  in  pur- 
suance of  a  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  tbe  2d  of 
March  last;  which  were  read  and  ordered  to  lie 
for  consideration. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  ibe  Senate  ibal  the  House  have  passed 
«  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Edward 
Toppan.  Qeorge  Jenkins,  and  WiiliAm  Currier ;" 
in  wbicft  bill  they  desire  tbe  concurrence  of  ibe 
Senate. 

The  bill  was  read  and  ordered  lo  the  second 
reading. 

Tbe  bill  to  regulate  tbe  laying  oui  and  making 
a  road  from  Cumberland,  in  (he  State  of  Mary- 
land, to  the  Stale  of  Ohio,  was  read  the  third  time; 
and  the  blanks  having  been  filled, 

Resolved,  That  thisl>ill  pass,  thai  it  be  engrossed, 
and  that  liie  title  thereof  be  "An  act  to  regulate 
tbe  Xifiug  out  and  making  a  road  from  Cumber- 
land, in  the  State  of  Maryland,  to  the  Slate  of 
Ohio." 

^be  bill,  entitled  "An  act  supplementary  to  the 
Bcl  makilig  provisioD  for  the  payment  of  claims 
of  citizens  of  the  United  Stales  on  the  Govern- 
ment of  France,  tbe  payment  of  which  has  been 
assumed  by  tbe  United  States,  by  virtue  of  the 
Convention  of  the  30th  of  April,  1803  between 
the  United  States  and  tbe  French  Republic,"  was 
rnd  (he  third  lime  and  amended. 

Retolved,  Tbat  this  bill  pass  with  amendments. 

HoNDAT,  December  30. 

The  bill  eniiiled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Bd- 

mid  Tt^pan,  Qeorge  Jenkins,  and  William  Cur- 

na,"  was  read  the  second  time,  and  referred  lo 

MiMiri    Bmadlbt,  Baldwin,  and  Mitchill,  to 

' '  IT  and  report  thereon. 


Tdebday,  Decembar  31. 

A  messaare  from  tbe  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  provide  for  ligbt-noases 
in  Long  Island  Sound,  and  to  declare  Roxbury, 
in  the  Stale  of  Massacbusells,  to  be  a  port  of  de- 
livery;" in  which  bill  they  desire  the  concurrence 
of  the  Senate. 

The  bill  last  bronghi  up  for  concurrence  was 
read,  and  ordered  to  the  second  reading. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  presented  ihe  memo- 
rial of  Philip  L.  Jones,  and  others,  connsellors  at 


stating  certain  extraordinary  services  performed 
by  the  presiding  judge,  J.  B.  Prevost,  and  praying 
a  remuneration  to  him  therefor;  also,  an  increase 
of  ihe  compensation  provided  by  law  to  tbe  Pre- 
siding and  Associate  Judges  of  the  said  Conri ; 
and  the  petition  was  read,  and  referred  to  Messrs. 
Smith,  of  Maryland,  AKDERson,  and  Tkacy,  to 
consider  and  report  thereon. 

Mr.  Andbrsoh  presented  the  memorial  of  the 
House  of  Representatives  of  Ihe  Territory  of 
New  Orleans,  playing  an  alteration  in  tbe  law 
passed  at  the  last  session  of  Congress  in  respect  to 
the  titles  of  lands  in  that  territory;  aiso,s 


dilional  provisions  by  law  for  encouregine  the 
culture  of  sugar,  and  for  the  establishment  of  pub- 
lic schools;  antl  the  memorial  jwas  read,  and  re- 


ferred to  Messrs.  Andebbuh.  Tbacy,  Baldwin, 
Bradley,  and  AoAua,  to  consider  and  report 
thereon. 

TflDRBnAY,  January  2,  1806. 
The  bill,  entitled  ''An  act  lo  provide  for  light- 
houses in  Long  Island  Sound,  and  to  declare  Rox- 
bury,  in  the  State  of  Massachusetts,  to  be  a  port 
of  delivery,"  was  read  the  second  time,  and  re- 
ferred to  Messrs.  Mitcbill,  Smith,  of  Maryland, 
and  HiLLHODSE,  to  consider  and  report  (hereon. 

Friday,  January  3. 
Mr.  Tracy,  from  tbe  committee  to  whom  was 
referred,  oa  the  19th  December  last,  the  bill,  enti- 
tled "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Tbeodorick  Armia- 
tead,"  reported  the  bill  without  amendment. 
He  also  communicated  a  wriden  report  on  the 
subject,  which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie 


forci 


siJer 


_  . :.  MiTcaiLL,  from  the  commitlee  to  whom 
was  yesterday  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "Ad  act 
lo  provide  for  lighi-bouses  in  Long  Island  Sound, 
and  to  declare  Roxbury,  in  tbe  Stale  of  Massa- 
chnselts,  lo  be  a  port  of  delivery,"  reported  the 
bill  without  BmeRdment. 

Ordered,  That  tbe  conaideralion  thereof  be 
postponed. 

The  Senate  look  into  consideration  the  report 
of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  of  ihe  27tb  of 
December  last,  made  in  pursuance  of  their  reeola- 
tion  of  Ihe  2d  of  March,  1805;  and. 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  Messrs.  Smith, 
of  Maryland,  Adahs,  Tract,  Mitcbill,  and 
Baldwin,  to  consider  and  report  thereon. 


HISTOET  OF  CONGRESS. 
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Proceedingi. 


Monday,  January  6. 
Hr.  MiTOBrLL  pmeoted  (he  memorial  of  Che 
■Bchaais  of  the  ciiy  of  N«w  York,  statiDg  the 
nriaoas  coasequeDces  to  the  commerce  of  the 
Uiited  States,  by  the  assumption  of  new  prisci- 
pka  in  the  law  of  aaiioas,  by  ibe  consiraclioo  of 
ibe  Admiralty  Conrts  of  Qreat  Britain;  also,  cei- 
Kin  uiklairirar  and  piratical  seizures  of  the  pro- 
pcfty  of  the  Americaa  citizens  ia  ibe  West  In- 
JieL  and  even  on  our  own  coasts ;  and,  also,  the 
McnceleEs  state  of  the  ports  and  harbors  of  tbe 
0DiIed  States,  and  prayioc  ibe  icnmediate  inler- 
pmition  of  Congress ;  and  the  memorial  was  read, 
ind  referred  to  Messrs.  Mitcbill,  Suith,  of  Ma- 
rjlaad,  Adams,  ANOEasoN,  and  Tract,  to  con- 
liderand  report  thereon,  and  that  tbe  memorial 
k  printed  for  the  use  of  the  Seoate. 

Ht.  Shitb,  of  Maryland,  presented  the  petition 
of  George  Rapp  and  other?,  the  Society  of  Har- 
mony, in  Butler  county,  and  natives  of  Wurtem- 
tafg,  in  Germany,  praying  a  grant  of  land  for 
the  calliTation  of  the  Tine,  and  for  the  esiablish- 
ownt  of  certain  manufactories;  aho,  that  tbe  time 
of  paymeot  for  a  tract  of  lend  heretofore  pnr- 
AMseA  of  tbe  United  States  may  be  proiracted, 
liir  reasons  staled  in  the  petition  ;  and  Ine  petition 
was  read,  and  referred  to  Messrs.  Smith,  of  Ma- 
lyland,  Bsadley,  and  Wobtbino^on,  to  consider 
m  report  thereon. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  presented  the  memo- 
liat  ^the  board  of  trasieei,  appoitited  to  superin- 
tend the  education  of  yonth  in  iheCily  of  Wash- 
iogioD,  praying  the  aid  of  Congress  in  ptocurinK 
certain  lots,  suitable  for  the  erection  of  an  acad- 
ecny;  also,  that  a  lottery  may  be  granted  for  the 
eocoDrag'ement  of  the  institution;  and  the  peti 
lioa  waa  read,  and  referred  to  Messrs.  Smith,  c 
Marylartd,  Looan,  and  Moobg,  to  consider  and 
report  thereon. 

Tbe  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  provide  for  light- 
hoDses  in  Long  Island  Sound,  and  to  declare  Rox- 
bnry,  in  the  State  of  Massachusetts,  Co  be  a  port 
of  delivery,  was  resumed,  the  bill  reported  (o  Cbe 
House,  and  ordered  to  the  third  reading. 

Mr.  Bbadlet,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
vas  referred,  on  the  30lh  December  last,  the  bill, 
entitled  "An  act  for  Che  relief  of  Edward  Toppan, 
George  Jenbins,  and  William  Currier,"  reported 
ilie  same  without  amendment. 

TcEsnAT,  January  7. 

Jama  Tdrnbr,  appointed  a  Senator  by  tbe 
L^ialatare  of  the  State  of  North  Carolina,  for  the 
term  of  aix  years,  from  tbe  third  of  March,  tB05, 
prodoeed  bis  credentials,  which  were  read;  and 
the  oath  prescribed  by  law  having  been  adminis- 
tered, he  cook  his  seat  in  the  Senate. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  ihe 
bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Tbeodorick 
Armistead^"  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  and, 
the  said  bi^ll  having  been  reported  to  the  House, 
on  the  question,  Shall  this  bill  pass  to  Cbe  third 
nadiog?  it  was  determined  in  tbe  negative — yeas 
ii  nay*  21,  as  follows ; 


Mbhtb.  Mooie,  Smith  of  Maryland,  Smitih  of 
Vermont,  Thiiiston,  and  Wrij^ht. 

Nits — Messrs.  Ad  sir,  Adams,  Anderson,  Baldwin, 
Bradley,  Condit,  Fenner,  Gilman,  UillhooM,  Kilchej, 
Lagan,  MscIbj,  Mitchill,  Pickering,  Plumer,  Smith  of 
New  York,  Sumter,  Tiacy,  Turner,  White,  and  Wortb- 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  provide  for  light- 

msesin  Long  Island  Sound,  and  to  declare  Roi- 

bury,  in  the  State  of  Massac husetLi,  to  be  a  port  of 

delivery,"  was  read  the  third  time  and  amended. 

Retolved,  That  this  bill  do  pass  with  an  amend- 
ment. 

JAMS  presented  the  peiiuon  of  Benjamin 
Hichborne  and  oihc^rs.  Directors  of  the  New  Bog- 
land  Mississippi  Land  Company,  in  behalf  of 
themselves  and  Cheir  associates,  slating  claims  co 
cerCain  iracCa  of  land  mentioned  in  Cheir  petition, 
and  praying  Congress  to  adopt  measures  for  their 
compensation;  also  the  petition  of  James  Sullivan 
and  others,  agents  for  tbe  puTcbacers  of  lands  un- 
der the  State  of  Georgia,  praying  the  attention  of 
Congress  to  iheit  claimsj  and  the  peticiona  were 

Ordered,  That  they  severally  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Sdmtgr  presented  the  memorial  of  Joseph 
Rippen,  in  behalf  of  the  Upper  Mississippi  Com- 
pany, on  the  same  subject;  which  was  read,  and 
ordered  Co  lie  on  Che  Cable. 

The   Senate  resumed  che  consideration  of  Che 

II,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Edward 
Toppan,  George  Jenkins,  and  William  Currier;" 
and,  after  deliaie,  the  Senate  adjourned. 

Wednebdat,  January  6. 

Mr.  LooAN  presented  Che  petition  of  Olivet 
Evans,  staling  that  he  has  invented  many  useful 
improvements  in  the  an  of  manufacturing  flour 
or  meal,  for  which  he  obtained  a  patent  on  tbe 
19th  of  January  1791,  and  which  expired  in  Jan- 
uary last,  and  praying  an  extension  of  bis  patent, 
for  reasons  stated  in  his  petition;  which  was  read 
and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  LoQAN  presented  tbe  petition  of  William 
Levis  and  Hugh  Maxwell,  stating  tiiet  they  have 
on  hand  a  number  of  copies  of  the  journals  of  Con- 
gress under  the  Confederation,  commonly  called 
Folwell's  edition,  which  they  will  dispose  of  for 
the  use  of  che  public ;  and  the  petition  was  read, 
and  referred  to  Messrs.  Logan,  Bhadlei,  and 
Baldwin,  to  consider  acid  report  thereon. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Edward 
Toppan,  George  Jenkins,  and  William  Currier," 
ana  Che  bill  having  been  reported  to  the  House, 
on  the  question.  Shall  this  bill  be  read  the  third 
time?  it  was  determined  in  the  negative — yeas  9, 
nays  17,  as  follows: 

YaiB — MeaaTB.  Adams,  Fenner,  Gilmui,  Hilllunue, 
Mitchill,  Pickering,  Smith  of  Maryland,  Smith  of  Ohio, 
and  White. 

Nats — Merars.  Anderson,  Baldwin,  Dradlev,  Con- 
dit,  OaiUard,  Kitcbel,  Logaa,  Maclaj,  Moore,  Ptnmer, 
Smith  of  New  York,  Smith  of  Tenneuee,  Smith  of 
Vermont,  Bumlar,  Tracy,  Turner,  and  Wright. 

So  the  bill  was  lost. 
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Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  presented  the  peiitioc 
of  David  Glass  and  olhers,  of  the  Society  of  Har- 
moDy,  DDt  beiDg  pre.sent  on  ihe  6ih  iostaot,  when 
(he  memorial  of  George  Rapp  and  others  was 
ptesented,  soliciting  Congress  to  consider  them  as 
joiniDg  JQ  ihe  ssia  memorial;  and  the  pelilion 
was  read,  lod  referred  to  the  commitlee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  memorial  of  the  said  George 
Rapp  and  others,  wiib  an  instruction  to  the  com- 
mittee that  they  report  on  ihe  suhject  by  bill  or 
otherwise. 

Tbuhbdat,  Janoarf  9. 

On  motion  ihac  il  be 

Raohed,  That  a  commitUe  be  ■ppointed  to  lake 
into  conaideration  tbg  23d,  27th,  35th,  and  41at  artj- 
cIm  of  tbe  rules  for  condaetiDg  buiiness  in  the  Senala 
of  the  United  Btate*,  and  report  to  the  Senate  inch  al> 
larations  and  amendments,  if  any,  as  thej  ■ball  judge 

It  was  agreed  ibat  this  moiioD  lie  for  conside- 
ration. 

That  the  Preiident  of  the  United  States  be  xet^ttl- 
ed  to  communicate  to  the  Senate  an;  such  infijimaliaQ 
in  his  poaaeuion  as  he  maj  deem  expedient,  relative 
to  the  interpolation,  by  any  foreign  Power,  of  new  prin- 
ciples in  Ihe  law  of  nations,  Injuriou*  to  the  rights  and 
interests  of  the  United  States,  .and  particularly  any 
evidence  of  recent  deciiiana  in  the  Bnlish  Courta  of 


Great  Britain  in  relation  to  this  sabject  as  he  may 
think  proper  \ 

It  was  agreed  that  this  motion  lie  for  conside- 
ration. 


Friday,  January  10. 

The  Senate  toob  into  consideration  the  motion 
made  yesterday  for  tevisine  the  rules  for  doing 
business  in  the  Senate;  ana  having  amended  the 
same, 

Raolved,  That  a  coramiitee  be  appointed  to 
take  into  consideration  the  rules  for  conducting 
business  in  the  Senate  of  the  United  Slates,  and 
report  to  the  Senate  such  alieiaiions  and  amend- 
ments, if  any.  as  they  shall  judge  proper ;  and 

Ordered,  That  Messrs.  Anderson,  Tracv, 
Baldwin,  Bradley,  and  Adams,  be  the  com- 
mittee. 

The  following  Message  was  received  from  the 
PrcbidbHt  or  tbe  United  States; 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  State*  .■ 

In  compliance  with  the  reqneat  of  the  Senate,  ex- 
pressed in  their  resolntioo  of  December  27tb,  I  now  lay 
before  them  such  documenta  and  paper*  (there  being 
no  other  inibrmation  in  my  poaaeaston)  as  relate  to 
complaints  by  the  Government  of  France  againat  Ihe 
commerce  carried  on  by  the  dtiiena  of  tlie  United 
Slates  to  tbe  French  ialtnd  of  St  Dembgo. 

TH.  JEFFERSON. 

Jaudabi  10,  1806. 

Tbe  Message  and  docnments  therein  referred  to 
were  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  for  coDsideration. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  tbe  Senate  that  the  Honse  have  passed 


a  bill,  entitled  ''An  act  for  establishing  rules  and 
articles  for  the  gorernmeDt  of  Ihe  Armies  of  the 
United  Slates,"  In  which  they  desire  the  coocar- 
rence  of  the  Senate. 

The  bill  was  read,  and  ordered  to  the  second 
reading. 

The  Seaale  resumed  the  motion  made  yester- 
day that  the  President  of  the  United  Stales  be 
requested  to  lay  before  the  Senate  such  informa- 
tion as  he  may  deem  expedieot  relative  to  the  in- 
terpolation of  new  principles  in  the  law  of  nations; 
and  the  moiion  was  adopted. 

Ordered.  That  tbe  Secretary  lay  the  resolutioa 
before  the  Presideut  of  the  United  States. 

Monday,  January  13. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  establishing  roles 
and  articles  for  the  government  of  ihe  Armies  of 
the  United  Slates,"  was  read  the  second  time,aiul 
referred  to  Messrs.  Sdntgr,  White,  Adahs,  An- 
derson, and  Wright,  to  consider  and  report 
thereon. 

On  motion,  it  was  agreed  that  the  request  for 
leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  prohibiting  the  commerce 
of  the  United  States  with  the  French  island  of 
St.  Domingo,    be  the  order  of  the  day  for  lo- 

Oo  moiion,  that  the  petitions  of  Benjamin  Hich- 
borne  and  uihers,  of  James  Sullivan  and  others, 
and  of  Joseph  Peppiu  and  others,  presented  on  ibe 

Tth  instant,  in  behalf  of  themselvesand  iheir^sso- 
ciates,  staling  claims  to  certain  lands  ceded  to  the 
United  Slates  by  the  Suie  of  Georgia,  be  referred 
to  a  commiilee:  the  voles  of  the  Senate  being 
equally  divided,  the  President  determined  the 
question  in. the  afGrmative;  and  Messrs.  Baldwin, 
Adams,  Andebsou,  Bradley,  and  Sumteh,  were 
appointed  the  committee  to  consider  and  report 
thereon  to  the  Senate. 

The  following  Message  was  received  from  the 
Prbb[Dent  of  tbe  United  States: 


I  lay  before  Congrosa  the  application  of  Hunet  Car- 
amalli,  ctJer  brother  of  tbe  reigning  Bashaw  of  Tripoli, 
soliciting  Irom  the  United  States  attention  to  bis  aer- 
vices  and  sufferings  in  the  late  war  against  that  Slate. 
And,  in  order  tt}  posaeaa  them  of  the  ground  on  which 
that  apphcation  stands,  the  fads  shall  be  ataled  lecord- 
ing  to  Uie  views  and  inibnaalion  of  the  Eiecutive. 

During  the  war  with  Tripoli,  it  was  suggested  that 
Hamet  Carsma  Hi,  elder  brother  of  the  reigning  Baahaw, 
and  driven  by  him  from  his  throne,  meditated  the 
recovery  of  his  inheritance,  and  that  ■  concert  of  ac- 
tion with  us  was  desirable  to  him.  We  considered  thatt 
concerted  opeiationa  by  those  who  have  a  common  en- 
emy were  entirely  justifiable,  and  might  produoe  eflecte 
favorable  to  both  without  binding  either  to  guarantee 
the  objects  of  the  other.  But  the  distance  of  th« 
scene,  the  difficulties  of  communication,  and  the  orx- 
certainlj  of  our  inibrmation,  inducing  the  less  confi- 
dence in  the  measure,  it  was  committed  to  our  agents 
aa  one  which  might  be  resorted  to,  if  it  promised  to 

Mr.  Eaton,  honever,  (ourlale  Consul,)  onhisretnrti. 
from  the  Mediterranean,  poswsamg  penonal   kuvwl- 
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tlgc  oT  (he  scene,  and  biWng  confidence  in  the  efTect 
of  ■  joint  operation,  weiutbomed  Comniodore  Barron, 
tbrn  proceeding  wilh  hiET  squadron,  to  enter  into  an 
nderatandins  with  Hunet,  if  he  ihould  deem  it  use- 
tal;  and  as  it  was  repraBented  that  be  would  need 
nme  aids  of  arms  and  amraanition,  and  even  of  mo- 
a^,  he  was  ■athohied  to  furniah  them  to  a  moderate 
nlent,  according  to  the  pro«pect  of  uUlity  to  bo  ex- 
pected from  it.  In  order  to  avail  him  of  the  advantage! 
irf  Mr.  Eaton'a  luiotviedge  of  circumstanceB,  anncca' 
aonal  emplajineat  was  provided  for  the  latter  aa  an 
igent  for  the  Nav;  in  that  lea.  Our  expectation  was, 
that  an  intercourse  should  be  kept  up  between  tbe  ex- 
BaAaw  and  the  Commodore,  that  while  tbe  former 
moved  on  by  land,  our  ■qaadrmi  should  proceed  with 
r^oaJ  pace,  so  aa  to  anive  at  tbeir  destination  together, 
ind  to  attack  the  common  enemy  bj  land  and  mb  at 
die  came  time.  The  inslnictiona  of  June  6  to  Com- 
nodm-e  Barron  ahow  that  a  co-operation  only  was  in- 
tntded,  and  by  no  meana  a  anion  of  our  object  with 
tbe  ibrtuDe  of  the  ei-Baihaw;  and  the  Commoilore's 
iNterc  of  March  83  and  Maj  19,  prove  that  be  had  the 
Boat  correct  idea  of  our  intentions.  Hia  verbal  inetruc- 
lions,  indeed,  to  Mr.  Eaton  and  CapUin  Hull,  if  the 
dpreaaion*  are  accurately  committed  to  writing  bjr 
dine  gentlemen,  do  not  limit  the  extent  of  his  co-ope- 
nlion  aa  rigoraaBlj  as  be  piobablj  intended  ;  but  it  is 
unain,  from  the  ex-Baabaw's  letter  of  Jaauar;  3d, 
written  when  he  was  proceeding  to  join  Mr.  Eaton, 
and  in  which  he  says,  "  your  operationa  ahould  be  car- 
ried on  by  aea,  mine  by  land,"  that  he  left  the  position 
m  which  he  was,  with  a  raoper  idea  of  tbe  nature  of 
the  co-operation.  If  Mr.  Eaton's  aubsequent  conven- 
tion ahcmld  appear  to  bring  forward  other  objects,  his 
letter  of  April  S9th  and  May  lat,  views  this  convention 
bit  as  provisional ;  the  second  article,  as  be  eipresBl; 
Mates,  gnarding  it  against  any  ill  effect,  and  hia  letter 
tl  June  30lh  caoGrmB  this  construction. 

In  the  event  it  was  (bund,  that,  after  placing  the 
ei-Baahaw  in  poBBesaion  of  Derne,  one  of  the  most  im- 
portant cities  and  provincea  of  the  conntiy,  where  he 
tad  reaided  himself  as  Governor,  be  was  totally  unable 
to  command  any  resources,  or  to  bear  any  part  in  co- 
operation with  ns.  TbiB  hope  was  then  ot  an  end,  and 
we  certainly  had  never  contemplated,  nor  were  we  pre- 
pared to  land  an  army  of  our  own,  or  to  taiae,  pay, 
or  anbaist,  an  aimy  of  Arabs  to  march  from  Deme  to 
Tripoli,  and  to  carry  on  a  land  war  at  each  a  distance 
bm  ODi  reaourc«B.  Our  meuu  and  oni  autliori^ 
WMe  merely  naval,  and  that  auch  ware  the  expecta- 
tions of  Hamct,  hie  letter  of  June  !9(b  is  an  unequiv- 
Ocal  acknowledgment.  While,  tberefDre,  an  impression 
faua  the  capture  of  Derne  might  still  operate  at  Trip- 
alt,  and  an  attack  on  that  place  from  our  squadron  was 
da^y  expected.  Colonel  Lear  thought  it  the  beet 


B  urging  proviaions  lor 
the  Untied  Sutee,  he  poid  attention  also  to  the  inter- 
ests of  Hamet,  but  was  able  to  effect  nothing  more  than 
to  engage  tbe  restitution  of  bis  family,  and  even  tbe 
peraevering  in  thin  demand,  suspended  for  some  time 
the  conclusion  of  tbe  treaty. 

In  operatioDB  at  such  distance,  it  becomes  necessary 
to  leave  much  to  the  discretion  of  tbe  agents  employeil, 
but  eventa  may  still  turn  Dp  beyond  the  limits  of  that 
diaoetkin.  Unable  in  sneb  a  case  to  consult  hia  Oov- 
mment,  a  lealona  citizen  will  act  as  he  believes  that 
voold  direct  bim,  wwe  it  apgriied  of  the  dreumatan- 
wa,  and  wUl  take  on  himself  the  reaponaibility.     In  all 


these  cases  tbe  purity  and  patriotiam  ot  the  motiveg 
should  shield  the  agent  from  blame,  and  even  secure  a 
sanction  where  tbe  error  is  not  too  injurious.  Should 
it  be  thought  by  any,  that  the  verbal  instructions  eatd 
to  have  been  given  by  Commodore  Barron  to  Mr.  Ea- 
ton amount  to  a  stipulation  that  the  United  States 
should  place  Hamet  Caramalli  on  tbe  throne  of  Tripoli, 
a  atipulation  bo  entirely  unauthorlxed,  ao  br  beyond 
our  views,  and  bo  onerous,  could  not  be  sanctioned  by 
our  Government,  or  should  Hamet  Caramalli,  contraly 
to  the  evidence  of  his  letters  of  January  3d  and  June 
29lh,  be  thought  to  have  lell  the  position  which  he  now 
Beems  to  regret,  under  a  mistaken  expectation  that  we 
were  at  all  evanta  to  place  bioi  on  his  throne,  on  an  ap- 
peal to  the  liberality  of  the  nation,  BOmething  equiva- 
lent to  the  replacing  bim  in  his  former  situation  might 
be  worthy  its  consideration. 

A  nation,  by  establishing  a  character  of  liberality 
and  magnanimity,  gains  in  the  friendship  and  respect 
of  others  more  than  the  worth  of  mere  money.  This 
appeal  ia  now  made  by  Hornet  Caramalli  to  the  United 
Stales.  The  ground  he  has  taken  being  different,  not 
only  from  our  views,  but  from  thoee  expressed  by  him- 
self on  foriner  occasions,  Mr.  Eaton  was  denred  to  state 
whether  any  verbal  communications  passed  from  him 
to  Hamet,  which  had  varied  what  wo  Baw  in  writing. 
His  answer  of  December  Gth,  is  herewith  transmitted, 
and  baa  rendered  it  still  more  necessary,  that,  in  pr^ 
scoting  to  the  Legislature  the  application  of  Hamet, 
I  should  present  them  at  the  same  time  an  exact  state- 
ment of  the  views  and  proceedings  of  the  Executive, 
.through  this  whole  business,  that  they  may  clearly  un- 
derstand the  ground  on  which  we  are  placed.  It  is 
accompanied  by  all  the  papers  which  bear  any  relation 
to  the  principles  of  the  co-operation,  and  which  can  in- 
form their  judgment  in  deciding  on  the  application  of 
Hamet  Caramalli. 

TH.  JEFFERSON. 

JlHUABT  13, 1806. 

The  Message  and  docunieDts  therein  referred  to 
were  read,  and  ordered  to  He  for  consideration. 
And  00  motioD,  the  House  adjourned. 

TuESDAT,  January  14. 

Mr.  WoRTBiKGTON  presented  (he  petition  of  a 
number  of  French  settlers  orQnIliopolisjgraDieesi 
on  the  3d  of  March,  1795,  of  30,000  acres  of  land, 
aitnated  on  tbe  Ohio  river,  and  nearly  opposite 
the  moDlh  of  Little  Sandusky,  on  condition  that 
[hey  settle  the  same  within  five  years  from  the 
dale  of  the  letters  patent,  and  stating  that  they, 
being  ignorant  of  this  condition,  are  liable  to  lose 
their  lands,  aithoDgh  for  the  space  of  four  years 
they  have  paid  the  taxes  tbereon,  and  prayinz  the 
interposiiioD  of  Congress  in  their  behalf;  and  the 
peliiion  was  read  and  referred  to  Messrs.  Wor- 
THiNOTOH,  Smith,  of  Tetioessee,  and  Adair,  to 
consider  and  report  thereon. 

Tbe  following  motion  was  submitted ;  and  or- 
dered to  lie  (tx  consideration  : 

Retohtd,  That  that  part  of  the  Preaideut'a  Messag« 
which  relates  to  the  spoliationB  of  our  commeToeon  tbe 
high  seas,  and  informs  us  of  tbe  new  ptinci|d«s  sMUm- 
ed  by  &e  British  Courts  of  Admiralty,  aa  a  pretext  for 
die  condemnatioD  of  our  veasels  in  tiieir  prise  courts, 
be  referred  to  a  special  committee. 

And,  on  motion,  the  House  adjourned. 
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Wedsebdat,  January  15. 

The  follDwiog  Message  were  received  from  the 
pRGSEDEHT  OP  THE  United  States: 
To  the  Stnait  and  Hinue  of 

Repraentalit-et  oflht  United  Slata: 

1  non  rendei  to  Congieu  eui  accaunl  aFtbc  grant  of 
twenty  tbouiand  dollara  for  the  contingent  cbaigeg  af 
Government,  by  an  act  making  appropria^ona  for  the 
■upport  of  Gorernment  far  the  year  1805.  Of  that 
aum  nineteen  huoilied  and  eighty-seven  doIlaiB  fifty 
cents  have  been  necessarily  applied  to  the  Eupport  of 
the  TerritorialgOTemmenlB  of  Michigan  and  Louiaiana, 
until  an  opportunity  could  occur  of  making  a  specific 
appiopriation  for  that  purpose.  The  balance,  of  eigh- 
teen thousand  and  twelve  dollars  fifty  centa,  remains  in 
the  Tteasory. 

TH.  JEFFERSON. 

J.«u»Bi  16,  1806. 
To  the  Senate  and  Home  of 

Repreitniativet  of  the  United  Statat 

T  communicate,  for  the  infotmation  of  Congreas,  the 
Deport  of  the  Diiecloi  of  the  Mint,  of  the  operationaof 
that  uutitntion  during  the  last  year. 

TH.  JEFFERSON. 

Jascabi  IG,  1806. 

The  Messages  and  docameots  therein  referred 
to  were  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  for  coDal deration. 

The  Senate  resumed  (he  consideration  of  the 
motion  made  yesterday,  that  ji  be 

Stiolved,  That  that  part  of  the  Prendent'a  Message 
which  relates  to  the  spoliation  of  our  commerce  on  the 
high  aeas,  and  inlbrmi  ua  of  the  new  prindpiee  assum- 
ed by  the  British  Caurti  of  Admiraily,  m  a  pretext  fbr 
the  condemnation  of  our  Tetsda  in  their  prize  conrts.  be 
referred  to  a  special  committee. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Adams  to  amend 
the  resolution,  bjr  striking  out  "  a  special  commit- 
tee," and  inserting  the  words  "the  committee  to 
whom  was  referred  the  memorial  from  the  mer- 
chants of  New  York;  and,  on  appeal  lo  the  de- 
cision of  the  Prksident,  it  was  determined  that 
this  motion  for  amendment  was  not  in  order,  ihe 
15th  rule  for  conducting  busine^  in  ihe  Senate 
staling  that  ail  committees  shall  be  appointed  by 
ballot  and  a  plurality  of  rotes  shall  make  a 
choice. 

And  onihequestion,  Shall  this  motion  be  agreed 
to  7  it  was  determined  in  the  affirmative — yeas 
25,  nays  3,  as  follows; 

Yeis — Measn  Adair,  Anderson,  Baldwin,  Bradley, 
Condit,  Fenner,  Oilman,  Hillhoute,  Hawland,  Kilchel, 
Logan,  Maclay,  Mitchill,  Moore,  Smith  of  Maryland, 
Smith  of  New  York,  Smith  of  Ohio,  Smith  of  Tennea- 
>ee,  Smith  of  Vermont,  Sumter,  Tracy,  Turner,  Whita, 
Wonhington,  and  Wright. 

Nats — Messrs.  Adams,  Pickering,  and  Ptumer. 

So  the  resolution  was  adopted ;  and 

Ordered,  That  Messrs.  Shitb  of  Marylanij, 
Mitchill,  Andgrbon,  Looan,  Tsacy,  Adaub, 
and  Baldwik,  be  the  committee. 

Mr.  LoOAtf  presented  the  memorial  of  the  mer- 
chants and  traders  of  the  city  of  Philadelphia, 
staling  "  at  a  moment  of  disttest,  aitd  in  a  season 
of  tolicitode,  resuliing  from  a  novel  and  peculiar 
affection  of  the  commercial  interests  of  their  coun- 
try," certain  eonsiderations  of  the  ruinous  inter- 


ference of  the  belligerent  nations  with  neutral 
commerce ;  and  the  memorial  was  read. 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  Messrs.  Anoeb- 
eoN,  LooAH,  Smith  of  Maryland,  Mitcbill, 
Tract,  Adams,  and  Baldwin,  to  coosider  and 
report  thereon. 

The  Senate  renumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  made  on  the  20ih  December  last,  for  leave 
to  brins  in  a  bill  to  suspend  the  commercial  inter* 
courSe  between  the  United  Slates  and  the  French 
island  of  St.  Domingo;  and,  on  the  question, 
Shall  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  ihe  bill  7  it  pass- 
ed in  the  affirmative — yeas  21,  nays  7,  as  follows: 

YiAB — Messrs.  Adair,  Anderson,  Baldwin,  Bradiey, 
Condit,  Fenner,  Oilman.  Howland,  Kitcbd,  LogaJl 
Maclay,  Mooie,  Smith  of  Maryland,  Smith  of  New 
York,  Smilh,  of  Ohio,  Smith  of  Tennessee,  Smith  of 
Vermont,  Sumter,  Turner,  Worlliington,  and  Wright. 

Nats— Messrs.  Hillhouse,  MilchiU,  Pickering,  Phi- 
mer,  Tracy,  and  White. 

So  leave  was  given  to  bring  in  the  bill,  and  it 
was  read,  and  ordered  to  the  second  reading. 

Tn  DBS  DAT,  January  16. 
The  bill  lo  suspend  commercial  intercourse  be- 
tween ibe  United  States  and  the  French  island 
of  St.  Domingo  was  read  the  second  time,  and 
referred  to  Messrs.  LooAK,  Baldwin, and  Oilman, 
to  consider  and  report  thereon. 

Mr.  Shitb,  of  Maryland,  from  the  committee 
appointed  the  sixlh  insiBnl,  on  the  subject,  report- 
ed a  bill  lo  empower  Cieorge  Rapp  and  his  asso- 
ciates, the  Society  of  Harmony,  to  purchase  cer- 
tain lands ;  and  tne  bill  was  read,  and  ordered  to 
the  second  reading. 

Mr.  Wright  gave  notice  that  he  should,  oa 
Monday  next,  ask  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  for  the 
protection  and  indemnification  of  American  sea- 
Mr.  Smith,  of  Ohio,  presented  the  petition  of 
sundry  purchasers  of  the  lands  of  the  United 
Slates  in  the  now  Slate  of  Ohio,  praying  an  ex- 
tension of  the  lime  for  their  future  payment,  and 
a  remission  of  interest  on  their  several  insiai- 
ments,  for  reasons  mentioned  in  the  petition ;  and 
the  petition  was  read,  and  ordered  to  be  referred 
10  Messrs.  Smith  of  Ohio,  Brable7,  Tract, 
Baldwin,  and  Anderson,  to  consider  and  report 
thereon. 

Fbidat,  January  17. 
On  motion,  the  galleries  were  cleared,  and  the 


Vhiltd  Slaiei  .■ 
In  my  Menage  to  both  Houses  of  Coogreaa  at  the 
opening  of  their  presMit  sesnon,  1  sobmitted  to  their 
attention,  among  other  snlqeeta,  the  (^>pr«sdon  of  our 
commerce  and  navigation  by  the  irreg;nlBr  practices  «t 
armed  vessels,  public  and  private ;  uid  by  the  intiodiio- 
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beu  of  new  psiDcipIn,  darogatory  of  the  lights  of  nau- 

tnla.  tad  onackDowletlged  b;  the  ussges  oCaKtiotu. 

TIw  memoriali  of  aeveial  bodies  of  meichuiU  of  the 
Uniled  States  ue  now  eoniiDunicated.uid  wilt  develope 
Ibese  piinci[dei  uid  practices,  which  krs  produdjig  Uie 
BosI  ruinous  effects  on  oiu  lawful  conimerce  and  nwr- 

The  rights  of  «  neutral  to  can?  on  commercial  in- 
tSTcaone  with  every  part  of  the  dominions  of  a  bellig- 
eient,  permitted  by  the  laws  of  the  coatitry,  (with  the 
exception  of  blockaded  poils  sad  contiaband  of  war,) 
w*s  believed  to  have  been  decided  between  Great  Brit' 
sin  and  the  United  States,  by  theseoteace  of  their  com- 
missioners mutually  appointed  to  dseide  on  that  and 
Dtbei  qontioas  of  difEerente  between  the  two  natiooa, 
and  by  the  actuai  payment  of  the  damages  awarded  by 
Ihem  against  Gieat  Britain  for  the  inlractiDna  of  that 
light.  When,  therefore,  it  was  perceived  that  the  ssini! 
principle  waa  revived,  with  others  more  noTel,  and  Ex- 
tending the  injnry,  inatructiona  rtere  given  to  the  Min- 
irter  PledipotentiaTy  of  the  United  Slatfa  at  the  Court 
of  Loodon,  and  remonstrances  duly  made  by  him  On 
Ibis  inbject,  ai  will  appear  by  documentf  tranamitted 
herewith.  These  were  followed  by  a  partial  and  tem- 
poniy  suspension  Only,  without  any  disavowal  of  the 
prinriple.  He  haa.  Ihetefbre,  been  instructed  to  urge 
Ihii  subject  anew,  to  bring  It  more  fully  to  the  bar  of 
teaion,  and  to  insist  on  rights  too  evident  and  too  im- 
pralant  to  be  surrendered.  In  the  mean  time  the  evil 
■  proceeding,  und«T  adjadications  foundedon  the  prin- 
tiple  which  is  denied.  Under  these  circumstancea  the 
BiUect  presents  itself  for  the  consideration  of  Congress. 

On  the  impresament  of  our  seamen,  our  remonstiancea 
have  never  been  intermitted.  A  hope  existed  at  one 
■mnent  of  an  smngemrnt  which  m^ht  have  been  eiib- 
mtted  to,  but  it  soon  passed  ai^ay,  and  (he  practin!, 
thoDgh  relaxed  at  times  in  the  distant  seaa,  had  been 
coDttanlly  ptnaroed  In  those  in  our  neighborhood.  The 
gratrnds  on  which  the  redamattinis  on  this  aubject  have 
been  urged,  will  a^^ear  in  an  extract  fmta  instmclions 
to  out  Minister  at  London  now  communicated. 

TH.  JEFFERSON. 

JinuT  17,  1806. 

The  Messa^  and  docuibnit  therein  referred  to 
were  in  part  read,  and  ordered  to  tie  for  consid- 
tntioii. 

The  bill  lo  empower  George  Rapp  and  his  as- 
wciates.  Id  the  Society  of  Hurmooy,  to  purchase 
certain  laDda.  was  considered  as  in  Committee  of 
tke  Whole,  and  the  further  coDsideratioD  thereof 


poMDoned. 
Mr.  Woi 


(r.  WoBTBHtOTOR,  from  the  commiiiee  to 
wliom  wu  referred,  on  the  lltfa  instant  the  peti. 
tion  ofilie  French  settlers  of  GtalliopolisrespecIiaK 
lands  located  by  them  on  the  rirer  Ohio,  reqaetted 
aad  obtaioed  Leave  to  report  by  bilL 

Mr.  Smith,  o[  Maryland,  from  the  committee 
to  whom  was  referred,  oa  the  3l8t  of  December 
lilt,  the  petition  of  Philip  L.  Jones  and  others, 
lawyen,  pracliiiat;  at  the  bar  of  the  Supreme  Ju- 
dicial Court  of  ine  Territory  of  New  Orleans, 
ailud  and  obtained  leave  to  report  by  bill. 

A  confidential  message  from  the  House  of  Rep- 
naeDiaiives,  by  Messrs  Bidwell  and  Eahly, 
two  of  their  membera,  as  follows: 

Ut.PHEBinEMT:  Wearedirected.byibe  Mouse 
of  Repreaenlatives,  in  confidence,  to  bring  to  the 
SnauabUJ,  enlilled  -'An  act  making  provision 


for  defraying  any  ezUaordinary  expenses  attending 
■  he  intercourse  between  the  United  States  and  for- 
eign nations ;"  is  which  they  request  the  concur- 
rence  of  the  Senate. 

The  bill  was  read  and  passed  to  the  second 
leading. 

Ordered,  That  the  message  and  bill  last  read, 
be  considered  confidential,  and  thai  secrecy  be 
observed   by  ihe  members  and  officers  of   the 

The  following  Message  was  received  from  the 

PBEStDEMT  OF  THE  UnITEO  StATEB; 

To  lie  Senate  and  House  of  ReprttenltUivu : 

The  enclosed  letter,  from  the  Minister  Plenipoten- 
tiary of  the  United  Stales  at  the  Court  of  London, 
contains  interesting  information  on  the  subjects  of  my 
other  message,  of  this  date.  It  ia  sent  separataly  and 
confidentially,  because  ila  publication  may  disconiase 
frank  communications  between  our  Ministers  generally, 
and  the  Governments  with  which  they  reside,  and 
especially  between  the  same  Ministers. 

TH.  JEFFERSON. 
JiWttiat  17,  1806. 


Mo N DAT,  January  20. 

Mr.  MiTCBiLL,  from  the  committee  eppoiated, 
on  the  6lh  of  December  last^  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  appropriatinsa  further  sumof  money 
to  purchase  maps  and  books  for  the  library,  made 
report  in  pari ;  and  the  re^rc  was  read,  and  ordered 
to  lie  for  consideralioQ. 

Mr.MiTCB ILL,  from  the  same  committee,al90  re- 
ported a  bill  making  a  further  appropriation  for 
the  support  of  the  library ;  wbicn  was  read  and 
ordered  lo  the  second  reading.  The  report  is  as 
follows: 

By  the  fiAh  section  of  the  act,  entitled  "An  act  lo 
make  (hrtber  provision  for  the  removal  and  accommo- 
dation of  the  Government  of  the  United  States,"  paaaed 
24th  April,  1800,  ¥5,000  were  appopriated  for  the  pur- 
chase of  audi  books  as  might  be  necesaary  for  the  use 
of  CongresB,  then  about  lo  remove  from  Philadelphia 
and  hold  its  sessions  at  Washington,  and  for  fitting  op 
a  suitable  chamber  fbr  contaming  them,  and  placing 
them  therein.  The  Sscretaty  of  the  Senate  and  the 
Clerk  of  the  House  of  Rcfireaentativea  were  directed 
to  be  the  purchasers,  pursuant  to  sDch  directiona  as 
■botild  be  given,  and  such  catalogue  as  should  be  Air- 
oished  by  a  joint  commiltae  of  both  Houses  of  CvngreM. 
The  account  herewith  exhibited  ^wws  in  what  manner, 
and  to  what  amount,  the  money  so  appropriated  has 
been  expended. 

AfterwardB,  by  the  aiith  lee^on  of  the  "Act  con- 
cerning the  library  tor  the  use  of  both  Houses  of  Con- 
gress" passed  36th  January,  1B03,  the  unexpended  bal- 
ance of  the  said  $5,000,  together  with  such  sums  as 
may  be  hereafter  appropriated  to  the  aame  purpose,  ia 
ordered  to  belaid  out  under  the  direction  of  a  joint  com- 
mittee, to  consist  of  three  members  of  the  Honse  of 
Kwpreaanlstives,  fin  the  purchase  of  books  and  mapA 

The  committee  almost  heaitata  lo  add  a  sentence,  lo 
enfiirce  the  propriety  of  increaaing  the  number  already 
bought  for  Congress.  Every  member  knows  that  the 
inijuiries  of  standing  and  select  conmitteaa  cannot  here 
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tiniore,  uid  Philadelp'"'-  Nor  huithitharto  appealed 
th»t  BO  ttiuth  bsDefit  i>  to  be  derived  from  private  cot- 
lecttom  at  the  preeent  acat  of  Gavemment,  u  in  those 
laigs  cities.  Evei]'  week  of  the  aesgion  causes  addt- 
tianal  regret  (hat  the  volumes  of  literature  and  science, 
-within  the  leach  of  the  Kalional  Legislature,  are  not 
more  rich  and  ample.  The  nant  of  geographical  illua- 
tration  Ib  truly  distressiag ;  and  the  deficiency  of  histori' 
Cal  and  political  viorlia  is  scarcely  less  severely  felL  There 
is,  however,  no  danger  of  realizing  the  story  of  upar- 
Samenlum  indottum  in  this  country,e*pecialIy  if  steps 
be  seasonably  taken  to  furnish  [ho  library  with  such 
materials  as  wilt  enable  statesmen  to  be  correct  in  their 
investigations,  and,  by  a  becoming  display  of  eradilion 
and  research,  give  a  higher  digni^  and  a  brighter  lustre 
to  truth. 

The  copy  of  &  letter  dated  23d  of  September. 
1805,  from  Mr.  Monroe,  the  Minister  of  the  Uoi- 
ted  States,  to  the  British  Secretary  of  Foreign 
Affairs,  referred  to  in  the  Message  of  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  Stales,  of  the  17ch  instani,  was 
read. 

A  message  from  the  Mouse  of  Representatives 
informed  llie  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  making^  an  additional  ap- 
propriation to  supply  the  deficiency  in  the  appro- 
priation for  the  oaval  service  for  the  year  1805;" 
in  which  they  desire  the  concurrence  of  the 
Senate. 

The  bill  was  read,  and  ordered  to  the  second 
reading. 

Mr.  Smitb,  of  Ohio,  gave  notice  that  he  should, 
to-morrow,  ask  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  aulhoiiz- 
ing  the  sale  of  a  certain  lot  of  land. 

Mr.  KiTCBEL  presented  the  petillon  of  Samuel 
Hickendall,  a  wounded  officer  in  the  Revolution- 
rounds 
an<{ disabilities  in  service;  and  the  petiiion  was 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  committee 
appointed  the  SQth  December  last  on  the  bill,  ea- 
titled  "An  act  makinc  provision  for  persons  thai 
have  been  disabled  by  known  woanda  received 
in  the  actual  service  of  the  United  Slates  during 
the  Revolutionary  war,"  to  consider  and  report 
thereon. 

The  confidential  bill,  eatiiled  -An  act  making 
provision  for  defraying  any  extraordinary  ei- 
penses  attending  the  intercourse  between  the  Uni- 
ted States  and  foreign  nations,"  was  read  the  sec- 
ond  lime. 

Ordered,  That  the  farther  consideration  of  this 
bill  be  the  order  of  the  day  for  to  morrow. 
AMERICAN  BEAMEN. 

Agreeably  to  notice  given  on  the  16th  instant, 
asked  and  obiained  leave  to  bring 

,  second  teaoiag. 
A  Bill  for  the  pnitection  and 


Mr.^1 


Whereas,  bj  the  Treaty  «f  Amity,  Commerce,  sitd 
NavigaUon,  made  between  His  Britannic  Majesty  and 
the  United  States,  at  London,  on  lh«  nineteenth  day  of 


November,  one  thODsand  seven  hundred  and  ninety- 
four,  by  the  first  artide  of  said  treaty,  it  is  agreed  that 
"  there  ahall  bo  a  firm,  inviolable,  and  univereal  peace, 
and  a  true  and  sincere  friendehlp  bettveen  His  Britan- 
nic Majesty,  his  heirs,  and  succesBors,  and  the  United 
States  of  America  ;  and  between  their  respective  coun- 
tries, territories,  cities,  towns,  and  people,  of  every  de- 
gree, without  eiception  of  persons  or  places."  And 
whereas,  in  direct  viota^on  of  said  treaty.  His  Brit- 
annic Majesty  has  caused  to  be  impressed  out  of  the 
ships  of  the  United  Stales,  sailing  on  the  high  seas,  di- 
vers citizens  of  the  said  United  States;  and  has  com- 
pelled them  to  serve  on  board  the  ships  of  war  of  His 
aald  Britannic  Majesty,  in  violation  of  their  liberty, 
and  at  the  hazard  of  their  lives;  and  in  despite  of  the 
remonstrances  of  the  Government  of  the  said  United 
States,  continues  said  unjust  practice  ;  and  the  seamen 
of  the  United  States  so  impressed,  by  force,  retains  in 
his  service.  And  whereas  the  United  States  are  sol- 
emnly bound  to  protect  all  those  who  are  bound  in  •!• 
legiance  to  the  said  United  States  :  Therefore, 

Be  it  enacted,  bu  the  Senate  and  Himae  of  fiepre- 
tentalives  of  the  United  Stata  of  America  in  Con- 
great  amembkd,  That,  from  and  after  the  day  of 

next,  any  person  or  persona,  who  shall  impress 

any  seamen  on  board  any  vessel  bearing  the  flag 
of  the  United  Slates,  upon  the  high  seas,  or  in  any 
river,  haven,  basin,  or  bay,  under  pretext  or  color  of  a 
COmmisBion  from  any  foreign  Power,  ahall,  for  every 
such  ofTence  be  adjudged  a  pirate  and  felon ;  and,  on 
conviction,  shall  suffer  death.  And  the  Irial  in  any 
such  case  may  be  had  where  the  offender  is  apprehend- 
ed or  may  he  first  brought. 

8sc.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  it  shall  be 
lawful  for  any  American  seaman, sailing underthe  flag 
of  the  United  States,  on  any  person  or  persona  atlempt- 
ing  to  impress  him,  by  force,  from  on  board  any  veaitel 
of  the  United  States,  upon  the  high  seas,  or  in  any 
river,  haven,  basin,  or  hay,  to  repet  such  force  by  shoot- 
ing, or  otherwise  killing  and  destroying  the  psrsoa  or 
persons  so  attempting  to  impress  him,  and  shall,  as  aa 
encouragement  to  resist,  be  entitled  to  a  bounty  of  two 
hundred  dollars,  to  be  paid  to  him  or  his  order,  or  legal 
represcntalives,  out  of  any  money  in  the  Treasury  not 
otherwisB  appropriated. 

Ssc.  3.  ATui  be  it  further  enacted,  That,  on  infor- 
mation being  given  to  the  Presidont  of  the  United 
States,  proving  satisfactorily  to  him,  that  any  (dlizen  of 
the  United  States,  who  shall  have  been  impressed  or 
forced  by  violence  or  threats,  to  enter  on  board  any 
foreign  vessel,  shall  suffer  death,  or  any  Other  corpore- 
al punishment,  bj  the  authority  of  snch  fiireign  Poner, 
it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  Preaident  of  the  United  States 
to  c«uiB  the  most  rigorous  and  exact  rttaliatim  on  any 
subjects  of  that  Government,  whom  be  is  hereby  au- 
thorized to  seize  and  take  for  that  purpow- 

81G.4.  Andbeitfurtha- enacted,  TiMtnetj  Xta9- 
rican  aeaman,  beret^ors  or  hereafter,  impressed  and 
compelled  to  serve  on  board  any  foreign  ship  or  vesaol, 
shall  be  entitled  to  receive,  as  an  indemnification  lor 
bis  alavsry  and  hardships  on  board  the  ship  in  which 
he  has  been,  or  shall  bs  compelled  to  serve,  from  the 
day  of  bis  impressment,  the  sum  of  sixty  dollars  per 
month,  for  every  month  he  has  or  shall  serve  on  hoard 
said  ship  or  ships ;  and  that  (be  said  seaman,  bis  beira, 
executors,  administralorB,  or  assigns,  shall  be  entitled 
to  recover  the  same  in  the  district  catirt  ofthe  State  in 
which  the  port  lies  from  which  the  vessel  cleared  for 
the  voyage  in  which  he  was  taken,  bj  attachment  of 
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iBj  priT«l«  debt  due  from  uij  citi«en  of  the  Uniteil 
Bittes  to  an;  lubject  of  that  GoTernment,  by  whocs 
ab}ects  he  bad  been  imprened ;  and  Ihat  any  guma  of 
mtner  so  nltached  oat  of  the  handa  of  an;  debtot,  ahall 
bt  >  pajmcnt  of  to  much  of  raid  debt,  and  may  be 
pleaded  in  payment  or  discount  to  the  amount  of  (be 
Bid  snin  M>  attached,  and  all  the  coata  of  aaid  atlacb- 
ment,  which  ahaU  ba  allowed  aa  a  payment  at  thai 
imoont  in  any  anit  for  aaid  debt.  And  that  lo  much  of 
tbe  Troaty  of  London,  of  tha  ninetetnth  of  Norember, 
me  thousand  ttrtaa  handled  and  ninety-lbur,  aa  ae- 
amt  the  iaviolability  of  anch  debts,  aa  will  be  in&iaged 
by  the  attsdunenta  oi  recoieriea  hereby  euthoriMd, 
AsU  not  (ao  &T  aa  ta  necasaaiy  in  ths  eiecution  of 
tfak  act  only)  be  regarded  as  legally  obligatory  on  the 
GoTCmment  or  citizens  of  the  United  Stale*. 

On  iotrodaeing  thia  biU  Mr.  Wriobt  spoke  aa 
fallows:  Mr,  President — As  iolroductory  to  the 
eonsidervtioD  of  the  merits  of  this  bill,  I  feel  it 
ny  datjr  to  call  the  ailentioo  of  the  Seoale  to 
DiepreseDt  degraded  state  of  impresaed  American 
Ntmen,  thausaods  of  whoni  have  been  pressed 
MibMrd  the  British  ships  of  war.  and  compelled, 
br  whips  and  scourges,  to  work  like  galley  skres; 
whither  they  hive  been  forced,  by  the  band  of 
Tiolrace,  from  on  board  our  own  ships,  sailing  on 
Ihehigh  ceas,nnder  the  flag  of  the  United  Suies, 
earryiog  ibe  spare  productions  of  the  toil  of  tbe 
American  planter  and  merchant,  to  a  foreign  mar- 
ket, or  returning  with  their  proceeds. 

In  doing  this,  I  with  not  to  enlist  your  sympa- 
thies, bat  only  lo  present  to  you  a  correct  state  of 
Ibe  facta  on  which  this  bill  is  predicated;  facts 
Ikat  nand  recorded  in  the  official  reports  of  the 
Secretary  of  State,  tbe  black  catalogue  of  im- 
pressments. 

1  will  nest  present  to  your  »lew  the  meaaares 
adopted  by  the  Legisiaiive  and  Executive  Depart- 
ments of  the  Oovernmeni  of  tbe  United  Slates 
for  their  redress. 

In  tbe  year  1796,  Congress,  by  law,  (3  vol,  382,) 
directed  Agents  lo  be  appointed,  to  reside  in  Qreai 
Briuin,  and  in  sucb  foreign  ports  as  the  Presi- 
dent might  direct,  whose  duty  it  should  be,  to 
inqoire  into  the  siiualion  of  such  American  citi- 
zens, or  others,  sailing  conformably  to  the  law  of 
nations,  under  the  proteclion  of  the  American 
flag,  who  had  been,  or  should  beimpressed.  by  any 
foreign  Power,  and  to  endeavor  by  all  legal  means 
to  olHain  their  release  ;  and  to  render  an  accooni 
of  all  impressments  and  detentions,  to  the  Execo- 
(ire  of  the  United  States. 

They  also  directed  the  collectors  of  the  several 
ports,  on  proof  being  made  of  the  citizenship  of 
any  seaman,  lo  givenlm  a  certificate  thereof,  un- 
der a  hope  that  it  would  have  been  respected  in 
foreign  potts,  and  have  protected  him  from  im- 
pressment. This  certificate  acquired  the  name 
of  a  protectioo. 

They  also  directed,  "  That  everjj  captain  of  a 
'  vessel,  in  case  of  any  of  the  crew  being  impressed, 
'shall  enter  his  protest  at  tbe  first  port  he  shall 
'  arri*e  at,  with  tbe  name  and  residence  of  the  per- 
'  son,  and  transmit  immediately  by  post  a  dupli- 
'  cale  of  such  protest,  to  (he  nearest  Agent,  Min- 
'  later,  or  Consul,  ttsident  in  sacb  country,  and 


also,  on  bis  arrival  in  America,  to  the  Secretary 
of  State.  And  that  every  captain  on  his  arrival 
al  any  port  of  the  United  Slates,  before  be  shall 
be  admitted  lo  any  entry  of  hla  vessel,  shall  be 
required  by  the  collector  to  declare  on  oath, 
whether  any  of  the  crew  have  been  impressed, 
which  be  shall  take  under  the  penalty  of  one 
hundred  dollars,  and  the  collector  is  bound  to 
return  a  list  of  all  impressments,  so  communi- 
cated to  him,  to  the  Secretary  of  Slate." 
In  1799,  the  Secretary  of  Slate  is  directed  by 
law,  (4  vol.  603,)  "  To  lay  before  Congress  an- 
'  nually,  a  statement  of  all  impressments  reported 
to  him,  thai  they  might  be  officially  and  pre- 
cisely informed  of  tbe  state  of  our  impressed 
seamen." 
Under  these  legislative  provisions,  and  the  inler- 
feotion  of  our  agents  appointed  for  that  purpose, 
hundreds  of  our  seamen  no  doubt  have  been 
discharged  by  the  Board  of  Admiralty,  while  at 
the  same  time,  and  under  the  same  authority, 
the  impressments  kept  pace  with  the  dischar- 
ges,  so  that  instead  of  redressing  the  wrongjit 
was  only  inflicted  in  routine,  thereby  adding  in- 
sult to  injury.  This  all-importanl  subject,  from 
its  commencemeni.  has  also  been  particularly 
attended  lo  by  tbe  ESiecutive  of  the  United  Slates. 
Our  Ministers  al  London,  during  three  successive 
administrations,  have  been  snecially  charged  with 
it,  and  we  have  witnessed  tneir  diplomatic  exer- 
tions  to  bring  ibis  lawless  and  cruel  practice  lo  an 
end,  but  all  to  no  effect.  Aod  now  we  are  informed 
by  the  President  of  the  United  States  in  bis  Mes- 
rage  of  the  17th  January  last,  that  "on  the  im- 
'  pressment  of  our  seamen,  our  remonstrances 
'  have  never  been  ititermitted ;  a  hope  existed  at 
'  one  moment,  of  an  arrangmenl  ibai  might  have 
'  been  submitted  to,  but  it  soon  passed  away,  and 
'  the  practice,  though  relaxed  at  limes  in  the  dis- 
'  tant  seas,  has  been  constantly  pursued  in  those 
'in  our  neighborhood." 

This,  Mr.  President,  is  the  prospect  presented 
to  our  view,  whereby  thousands  of  our  unfortu- 
nate seamen,  that  hardy  and  invaluable  class  of 
citizens,  are  consigned  lo  the  most  intolerable 
bondage,  by  the  imperious  mandate  of  a  British 
naval  officer,  whose  word  is  the  supreme  law 
from  which  there  is  nO appeal;  and  which  eloomy 
prospect  we  are  now  informed,  by  the  highest 
authority,  there  is  not  a  spark  of  hope  left  to  en- 
lighten. 
Sir,  I  have  invited  yon  to  investigate  ibis  sub- 

i'ect  with  the  eye  of  temper,  but  at  the  same  time, 
trust,  that  the  nation's  justice  will  not  be  com- 
promitted,  by  exceeding  the  bounds  of  modera- 
tion, for  It  has  its  limits;  and  we  are  informed 
by  the  laws  of  nations,  (Vat.  433,  sec.  352.)  "  that 
'  the  true  and  just  welfare  of  the  nation  is  the 
'  grand  rule.  Moderation  is  always  laudable  in 
'itself,  but  the  conductors  of  nations  ought  to 
'  make  ose  of  it,  oaly  so  far  as  it  is  consisten  t  with 
'  the  happiness  and  safely  of  their  people."  Un- 
der this  view  of  tbe  subject,  can  we  submit  to  this 
state  of  thiogsf    That  is  tbe  question.    I  bave 

eesumed  not ;  and  under  that  presumption,  I  have 
ought tbesubjectbefotsthia  Senate  m  theshape 
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it  is  Dreseoted  Id  this  bill.  Sir,  I  wish  it  to  be 
Tecollected  that  the  infant  state  of  our  nary  sup- 
presses eveif  hope  of  redress  on  the  element  of 
our  wrooes,  and  that  this  is  a  measure  of  neces- 
sity, DotoTcboice.  Wherefore,  I  trust  it  will  not 
be  thought  too  nervous,  when  it  is  considered  that 
we  have  just  cause  of  war.  I  will  therefore  DOw, 
sir,  proceed  to  the  consideration  of  the  merita  of 
this  bill. 

The  first  clause  states  thai,  in  violatioD  of  the 
Treaty  of  Amity,  ComrDerc'e  and  Navigation, 
made  at  London  on  the  19ih  of  November,  1794, 
Hia  Britannic  Majesty  had  caused  the  impress- 
ment of  our  seamen,  sailing  uodei  the  Qae  of  the 
United  States.  The  treaty  (2d  vol.  L.  U,  S.,  p. 
464 j  secures  the  inviolability  of  the  citizeoi  and 
subjects  of  ibe  respective  Powers;  and  we  are  in- 
formed by  the  law  of  nations.  (Vat.  655,  eec.  38,) 
"  that  a  nation  acts  against  the  nature  and  essence 
'  of  every  treatvof  peace,  nay,  against  peace  itself, 
'by;  deliberately  and  wantonly  offendiDg  him, 
'  with  whom  peace  has  been  made,  and  treating 
'  him  or  bis  subjects  incompatible  with  peace,  and 
'  which  he  canoot  suffer,  without  being  wanting 
'to  himself."  But  it  may  be  said  that  this  hoi 
■  not  been  authorized  by  the  British  Government. 
Let  us  examine  that  fact.  It  is  declared  by  the 
law  of  nations,  (Vat.  352,  sect's  73,  74,76,)  '-that, 
'  however,  as  ii  is  impossible  for  the  best  regulated 
'  State,  or  for  the  most  vigilant  and  absolute  Sov- 
'  erei^a,  to  model,  at  his  pleasure,  all  the  actions 
'  of  his  subjects,  and  to  confine  them,  on  every  oc- 
'  casion,  to  the  most  exact  obedience,  it  would  be 
'  unjust  to  impute  to  the  nation  or  to  the  Sover- 
'  eign  all  the  faults  of  the  citizens;  we  ought  not, 
'  then,  to  say,  in  general,  that  we  have  received 
'an  injury  from  a  nation,  because  we  have  re- 
'  ceived  it  from  one  of  its  members." 

"Bntif  a  nation,  or  its  leader,  approves  and 
'  ratifies  the  fact  committed  by  s  citizen,  it  makes 
'  the  act  its  own  ;  the  offence  ought,  then,  to  be 
'  attributed  to  the  nation'as  the  author  of  the  true 
'  injury,  of  which  the  citizen  is  perhaps  only  the 

"If  the  Sovereign  disavows  the  act,  he  ought 
'  to  inllict  on   the  offender  exemplary   puniah- 


r^Woi 


So  far  I  have  called  in  aid  the  law  of  nations : 
I  I  will  now  refer  to  the  form  of  the  authority  in 
/  the  case  of  impressment,  which  is  in  these  words  : 
I  (Fost.  C.  L.  156.)  "In  pnrBuance  of  His  Maies- 
'  ty's  Order  in  Council,  dated  the  19th  day  of  Jan- 
'  uary,  1742 ;  we  do  hereby  empower  you  to  im- 
'  press,  or  cause  to  be  impressed,  so  many  sea- 
'  men,"  &c.  And  I  will  refer  you  to  the  facts  in 
your  own  possession,  that  His  Britannic  Majesty 
approves  the  act,  both  by  continuing  the  impress- 
ments, and  by  his  lately  promoting  the  Captain  of 
the  Cambrian  fri^te,  (whom  he  recalled  to  ap- 
pease our  complaints  on  that  head,)  to  the  com- 
mand of  a  ship-of- the- line ;  so  that  in  form,  in 
law,  and  in  fact.  His  Britannic  Majesty  has  caused 
the  impressment  of  our  seamen,  or  he  must  have 
puoiahed:_and  not  promoted 


Mr.  President,  I  have  thought  it  neither  unpro- 
fitable or  irrelevant  to  the  present  subject,  to  ex- 
amine the  right  of  impressing  British  subjects. 

British  jurists  have  more  than  questioned  this 
right,  and  the  British  Parliament  have,  I  pre- 
sume, decided  the  question. 

Sir  Edward  Coke  (2  Inst.  47)  says :  "  The  King 
'  cannot  send  any  sunject  against  his  will  out  of 
'  the  realm,  not  even  into  Ireland,  for  then,  under 
'  pretence  of  service,  be  might  send  him  into  ban- 
'  ishment."  (H.H.P.  C.  Notes,  679.)  In  Hales  H. 
P.  C,  it  is  declared  '*  repugnant  to  the  liberty  of 
'  an  Englishman,  and  irreconcilable  to  the  estab- 
'  lished  rules  of  law,  that  a  man.  without  any 
'  offence  by  him  committed,  or  any  taw  to  author- 
'  ize  it,  should  be  hurried  away,  like  a  criminal, 
'  from  his  friends  and  family,and  carried  by  force 
'  into  a  dangerous  service." 

That  the  common  law  did  not  admit  of  such  ■ 
practice,  must  have  been  the  opinion  of  the  Brit- 
ish Parliament,  wh6,  in  the  time  of  Charles  I., 
passed  a  statute  (16  C.  1,  c.  5}  "  to  authorize  the 
'  impressment  of  soldiers  and  seamen  for  sea-ser- 
'  vice  beyond  sea,"  which  soon  after  expired,  be- 
ing of  short  duration.  They  might  also  have  been 
□f  the  same  opinion  in  the  time  of  (3  and  3  Ann, 
a.  19;  Sand  4  Ann,  c.  11;  4  Ann,  c.  10;  5  Ann, 
c.  15;  6  Ann,  c.  10)  Queen  Ann,  when  a  number 
of  statutes,  of  a  very  short  duration,  passed  in 
Parliament,  in  the  same  terms  as  the  statute  of 
Charles  above  stated.  I  presume  they  would 
never  have  passed  laws  to  have  authorized  a  pro- 
ceedin^that  was  justifiable  by  the  common  law. 
Judge  Faster,  who  is  quoted  by  Britons  aa  an  au- 
thority on  this  point,  shall  be  examined.  (Fos.  C. 
L.  157.)  He  states,  in  iheeaseof  Broadfoot,  who 
was  indicted  for  the  murder  of  Calahan,  "  that. 
'  by  pressing  mariners  on  one  hand,  a  very  useful 
'  body  of  men  seem  to  he  put  under  hardships 
'  inconsistent  with  the  temper  and  genins  of  a 
'  free  Qovernmeot ;  on  the  other,  the  necessity  of 
'  the  case  seemeth  to  entitle  the  public  to  the  ser- 
*  vice  of  this  body  of  men,  whenever  the  safety  of 
'  the  whole  calleth  for  it.  I  think  the  Crown  has 
'  a  right  to  command  the  service  of  these  people 
'whenever  the  public  safely  calleth  for  it;  the 
<  ume  right  that  it  hath  lo  require  the  person- 
'  al  service  of  every  man  able  to  bear  arms  in 
'  cast  of  sudden  invasion  or  formidable  instirrec- 
'  tion.  The  right  in  both  cases  is  founded  on  one 
'  and  the  same  principle,  the  necessity  of  the  case, 
'  in  order  to  the  preservation  of  the  whole."  But, 
headds:  (Fost. C.L.,  154,)  "If it beasked, where 
'  are  the  adjudged  cases,  on  which  he  groundelh 
'  his  opinion? lie  freely  confessetb  that  he  hath 
'  not  met  with  one  on  which  the  legality  of  press- 
'  ing  for  the  sea-service  bath  directly  come  in  ques- 
'  tion.  He  states  thai,  according  to  his  best  appre- 
'  hension,  (having  thought  much  upon  the  sub- 
'jec(,)the  right  of  impressing  mariners  for  the 
'public  service  is  a  prerogalive,  inherent  in  the 
'  Crown,  grounded  upon  the  common  law.  and 
'  recognised  by  many  acts  of  Parliament."    With 

Seaf  deference  to  his  honor,  I  would  ask,  if  any- 
ing  can  be  evidence  of  the  common  law,  but 
judicial  decisions  on  the  point,  which  he  admits 
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iie  not  to  be  found  t  1  will  also  extmiae  the 
stamtes  oa  which  he  relies  as  recognising  this 
risbL.  I  would  here  observe  that  he  holds  the 
soldier  and  Geameii  alike  bouod  by  tbe  same  law, 
and  it  woald  (Foit.  C.L..  166)  teem,  by  Admiral 
Sefmoar's  commission,  Inat  his  power  extended 
10  impress  sbips,captBias,inaeIers,  pilots,  and  sea- 
men, as  well  as  all  other  persons  fit  for  the  pur- 
pose. Thia  was  fbr  [he  sea  and  foreign  service, 
and  did  not  extend  to  land  eotdiers,  as,  uqtil  the 
»th  year  of  Charles  II..  all  tbe  laods  were  held 

S  military  tenures,  wnerebf  the  tenaais  were 
li^d  to  lurnish  soldiers  and  everytblng  neces- 
larr  for  tliem  in  war;  but  by  (24  C.  II.,  e.  12) 
these  tenures  were  abolished;  and  I  qoestion  much 
whether  the  statme  of  Cbarles  I.  extended  to  the 
(nidal  tenants,  who  were  bouod  to  seire  only  in 
Eogland.  By  statute  of  Henry  VII.,  (7  H.  7,  c.  1) 
it  is  enacted  thaljif  any  notdier.  being;  no  captain 
imiued lately  retained  with  tbe  King,  which  shall 
be  in  wages,  and  retained,  or  take  any  preet  to 
serve  tbe  Kinf;  upon  the  sea,  or  upon  the  land 
beyond  sea,  depart  out  of  the  King's  service  with- 
ODi  license  from  the  captatOj  it  shall  be  adjudged 

Tbe  statute  of  Henry  VI.  (18  H.  6,  c.  19)  against 
deserlion,was  construed  toExteod  to  soldiers  hound 
by  tenure,  or  covenant,  to  serve  on  land  ;  and  a 
qnestion  was  made,  whether  soldiers  who  bad 
taken  preat  to  serve  against  the  rebels  in  Ireland, 
were  liable  tothe  penalties  of  that  lawl  which  was 
cleared  up  in  Parliament  in  these  words  r  "  That 
-  the  aaid  statute  of  Henry  VI.,  in  all  pains,  for- 
'  feiturea,  and  penalties,  did,  doth,  and  hereafter 
'  iball,  extend  as  well  to  every  mariner  and  gun- 
'  net  having  taken,  or  who  hereafter  shall  take, 
'  preit,  or  waxes,  la  serve  the  Queen's  Majesty, 
'a*  it  did,  or  doth,  to  soldiers;  any  opinion  to  the 
'  contrary  notwithstanding."  These  are  the  stat- 
utes from  whence  the  rignl  is  pretended  to  be  io- 
fened — whieh,  I  presume,  go  to  show  that  the 
mariner  and  soldier  must  be  enlisted  before  ibey 
are  liable  to  tbe  penalties  of  desertion,  and,  that  ii 
is  by  contract,  and  not  by  force,  the  soldier  be- 
comes bound  (o  serve,  and  that  the  right  is  found- 
nl  in  the  prosiiiotion  of  the  sound  of  tbe  woid 
(Boy.  D.  Cow.  InsL  J.  L.  D.)  presf  for  the  sense, 
which  word  means  "  money  paid  to  a  soldier  or 
ailor  to  enlisl."  Nor  is  it  at  all  to  lie  wondaed 
at,  that  a  right  founded  in  necessity— the  tyrant's 
plea — shoold  rest  on  a  pretext  so  flimsy,  or  that 
the  barriers  of  etymology  should  not  be  able  to 
withstand — as  necessity  has  no  law — the  physical 
force  of  a  pressing.  And  althoogb  ibis  right 
of  the  aeaman  to  be  exempt  from  service  but  on 
ibeir  enliilroent,  has  been,  under  (he  claim  of  pre- 
togative,  aabstaniially  violated,  yet  tbe  form  of 
the  commission  to  impress  retains  (he  evidence  of 
thia  violation.  Il  is  in  these  words  r  (Post.  C.  L. 
15  c.)  "  We  do  hereby  empower  and  direct  yon  to 
'  impresa,  or  cause  (o  be  impressed,  so  many  sea- 
'  men.  du;.,  giving  unto  each  man  one  shilling  for 
'  presf-money,"  dec.  Thus  I  have  shown  that  Brit- 
ish snbjects  are  aot  legally  bound,  unless  (hey  re- 
ceive prat,  or  bounty,  to  enlist ;  and,  to  avoid 
impoMtion,  it  is  provided  by  statnie,  (5  and  6.  W. 


and  M.,  c.  15)  "  That  no  person  sbati  be  enlisted 

'  for  ihe  land  service,  who  did  not,  in  the  presence 
'  of  a  magistrate,  high-constable,  &c.,  declare  his 
'  free  consent  to  be  enlisted  as  a  soldier." 

Can  we,  then,  submit  the  exercise  of  this  rojral 
prerogative  right  to  be  enforced  on  those  sailiog 
under  the  flag  of  the  United  Slates,  withont  (he 
limits  of  (be  British  Empire? — a  practice,  Judge 
Blacksiooe  ioforms  us,  Britons  have  subroitted  to 
with  great  reluctance — and.  will  it  not  be  said, 
ibat  we  are  wanting  to  ourselves,  if  we  should  not 
guard  our  seamen  against  this  outrage  by  all  the 
means  in  our  power'?  But  it  may  oe  said,  the 
British  Government  has  a.  right  to  the  service  of 
her  own  subjects.  I  have  shown,  not  by  impress- 
ment; and  Iwill  now  show  that  they  have  iha 
fight  of  becoming  American  citizens,  and  being 
pro(ee(eil  in  that  right.  (Tuck.  Black.  1  vol.  p. 
14S.)  ''  Bj  tbe  law  of  nature,  man  is  subject  to 
'  no  restraints,  and  may  pass  into  any  region." 
(Vat.  172,  see.  225.)  '^By  tbe  law  of  nations, 
'  every  subject  has  a  right  (o  expatriate  himself, 
'  lind  seek  his  fortune  where  he  can  best  promote 
'  bis  interest."  (1  Black.  Com.  265,  P.  N.  B.  85.) 
And  by  (he  common  law,  every  Englishman  may 
go  out  of  the  realm  without  tbe  King's  leave  for 
any  cause  he  pleaseth  ;  and  so  far  has  Britain  re- 
cognised this  right  in  others,  by  Parlianient,  that, 
by  the  navigation  act,  one-foorih  of  every  ship's 


and  by  tbe  statute  of  George  II.,  (13  Geo.  3,  c.  3,) 
i(  is  provided,  ''  Tiiat  any  foreigner  serving  on 
'  board  of  any  merchant  ship,  or  ship  of  war,  for 
'  two  years,  in  time  of  war,  shall,  tp»e  facto,  be- 
■  come  a  British  subject,  entitled  to  all  the  priyi- 
'  leges  of  a  native-born  subject."  Thus,  we  see, 
Britain  ioviies  foreigners  inio  her  service,  and 
secures  them  in  all  the  privileges  of  her  native 
subjects,  amon^  which,  protection  is  the  most  im- 
portant. Can  It  be,  then  that  iBrilain  will  exer- 
cise a  right  (bat  is  not  legitimate,  or  claim  for 
herself  what  she  denies  (o  others?  If  not^  then 
she  admits  the  rieht  of  expatriation,  which  is 
established  by  the  law  of  nature,  of  nations,  and 
the  common  law,  and  tested  by  the  authority  of 
(he  Bri(ish  Parliament.  Can  we,  (ben,  feel  out- 
selves  a(  a  loss  for  anthority  to  protect  those  who 
sail  under  (he  flag  of  the  United  Stales,  when  we 
see  Britain  not  only  inviting  foreigners  in(o  her 
service,  but  securing  them  protection  by  (hesoiam- 
oily  of  a  s(Hiu(e  1  Can  we  (hen,  I  say,  want  aa- 
tbority  or  zeal  to  protect  our  citizens  in  their  rights, 
secured  to  (hem  by  the  solemnity  of  a  Constitu- 
tion, under  the  solemnity  of  an  oath? 

Mr.  President,  permit  me  here  to  observe,  that 
all  legiiima(e  government  is  derived  from  tbe 
people,  and  is  founded  in  compact  only,  and  in- 
tended for  the  good  of  the  whole ;  that  protection 
and  allegiance  are  reciprocal  obligations,  each  so 
important,  that  in  all  Governments,  in  all  ages, 
they  have  been  secured  by  the  solemnity  of  an 

I  ask,  then,  is  not  the  conduct  of  Britain  a  vio- 
lation of  (he  rights  of  our  seamen  7  Are  they  not 
seenred  ia  theserigfats  by  the  Constilution  1  and 
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are  we  doi  bound  by  ihe  most  lolerao  obligttiOD 
to  protect  them  lo  iheulniosi  of  our  power  1  (Vat. 
251,  sec.  1.)  '■  WbosoeTer  uses  a  citizen  ill,  iodi- 
'  reclly  offends  the  State — which  ought  to  protect 
'  iheir  citizens — aad  bis  Sovereign  snould  arenge 
'  the  injuries,  punish  the  af,giessar,  and,  if  posai- 
'  ble,  oblige  him  to  make  entire  satisfaotioD  ;  siuce 
'  otherwise,  the  citizen  would  not  obtain  the  great 
'  end  of  the  civil  association,  which  is  safety." 

I  cannot  then  permit  myself  jor  a  moment  to 
suppose  that  a  right  so  important,  secured  by  lies 
so  solemn,  and  so  palpably  violated,  will  not  be 
protected  to  the  utmost  of  the  power  of  ilie  Con- 
gress of  the  United  States  by  all  the  legislative 
means  they  possess,  coDsistenl  with  the  sound 
principles  of  fe^islation  and  good  goveromenl. 

By  the  CoQstiiQtioa,  Congress  are  to  define  and 
punish  piracy.  In  definiDg  piracy,  I  wish  them 
not  to  exercise  a  wild,  but  legal  discretiooj  which 
is  itself  defined,  lo"  discern  by  law  what  is  just." 
1  will  therefore  call  their  atieniion  to  the  subject, 
as  it  has  been  considered  hy  the  law  of  nations, 
the  common  and  statute  law  of  Great  Britain. 
By  the  law  of  nations,  (Mol.  D.  J.  M.  57,)  "the 
■  attacking  a  ship  at  sea  and  taking  away  some  of 
'  the  mcD  to  make  ihem  slaves,  is  piracy." 

Bv  the  common  law,  (4  Blac.  Com.  72,  3  Inst. 
109,]  piracy  consists  in  "committinz  those  acts  of 
'  robbery  and  depredation  upon  the  high  seas 
'  which  if  committed  upoo  laatl  would  be  felony." 

"  Every  community  have  a  right  (4  Bl.  C,  e. 
'  71)  to  inflict  that  punishment  upon  a  pirate  by 
'  the  rule  of  self-defence,  which  an  individual 
'  would  in  a  stale  of  nature  have  been  otherwise 
'  eotitled  to,  for  any  invasion  of  his  person  or  pro- 
'  perty."  By  the  statute  of  Elizabeth,  (43.  Eiiz.,) 
it  is  enacted  that  "  whoever  shall  hereafter,  with- 
<  out  lawful  authority,  take  any  of  Her  Majesty's 
'  subjects  against  their  will  and  detain  (hem  with 
'  force,  or  to  make  a  piey  or  spoil  of  bis  person  or 
'  goods,  upon  deadly  feud,  or  otherwise,  should  he ' 
'  adjudges  and  taken  to  be  a  felon,  and  should  suf- 
'  fer  the  paint  of  death  without  benefit  of  clergy." 


pre^nt  ftate  of  American  seaoien ;  nor  can  it  be 
considered  as  en  incorrect  exercise  of  the  discre- 
tion of  Congress  ia  defining  piracy,  to  declare  Ihe 
impressment  of  oar  seamen,  and  consigning  them 
to  so  abject  a  slavery  as  they  are  subject  to  on 
hoard  British  ships  of  war,  piracy— when,  by  the 
law  of  nations,  by  the  common  law,  and  by  tbe 
siaiute  of  Elizabeth,  we  discover  ourselves  per- 
fectly justified  in  BO  doinej  and  I  trust  we  can 
never  find  ourselves  less  disposed  to  protect  our 
citizens  than  Britain  has  been  to  protect  her  sub- 
jects; nor  of  declaring  that  act  piracy  committed 
on  the  high  sea,  that  Britain  considers  a  felony  of 
death  committed  on  land.  Nor  can  we  feel  any 
difficulty  in  imposing  the  pains  of  death  on  the 
offender,  for  a  piracy  on  personal  liberty,  when 
we  impose  it  In  ail  cases  of  piracy  on  property, 
and  when  we  consider  that  it  is  the  punishment 
tmiMced  by  all  nations  in  every  case  of  piracy- 
Tail  brings  me  lo  the  second  section  of  the  bill, 
which  jiuii&es  the  repelling  force  bjr  tone,  and 


gives  a  premium  for  destroying  the  pirate,  whom 
all  writers  denounce  as  an  outlaw,  and   hold  it 
lawful  to  destroy.  Sir  Edward  Coke  (3  Inst.  113) 
says  a  pirate  is  "HotlU  humatU  gentria,"  which 
is  an  enemy  to  the  human  race.     "  That  an  out- 
'  lawed  felon  is  said  to  have  caput  lupinum,  that 
'  he  might  be  knocked  on  the  head  like  a  wolf  by 
<  any  one  that  should  meet  him,"  (Merr.  C.  4,  a.  4, 
Co.  Lit.  128;)  and  Judge  Blackstone  tells  us   in 
more  modern  limes.  (4  Bl.  70.)  that  "  a  pirate  bas 
'  renounced  all  tbe  benefits  of  society  and  govern- 
'  ment,  and  has  redaced  himself  afresh  to  tne  sav- 
'  age  state  of  nature  by  declaring  war  against  all 
'  mankind ;  all  mankind  must  declare  war  against 
'  him,  so  tbal  every  community  hath  a  right,  by 
'  the  rule  of  self-defence,  to  inflict   that  punish- 
'  ment  upon  him  which  every  individual  would 
'  in  a  state  of  nature  have  been  otherwise  entitled 
'  to  do,  for  any  invasion  of  bis  person  or  properly." 
By  the  law  of  nations  {Vat.  137,  sec.  169)  "  The 
'  right  of  punishing,  which  in  a  state  of  nature 
'  belonged  to  each  individual,  is  founded  in  the 
'  right  of  safety.    Every  man  has  therefore  a  right 
'  to  preserve  himself  from  injury,  and  by  force  to 
'  provide  for  his  own  security,  against  those  who 
1  unjustly  attack  him."    Nor  are  we  left  to  ihe 
elementary  writers  alone  lo  support  this  doctrine. 
The  very  point  has  been  judicially   determined 
inlheCFosL  C.  L.  154)  case  of  Alexander  Broad- 
foot,  who  was  indicted  for  the  murder  of  Corne- 
lius Calahan.  and  acquitted   by  Judge   Foster's 
direction  to  the  jury.     The  case  was  this:  "Cap- 
'  tain  Hanway  had  a  press  warrant,  with  this  di- 
'  rection  insetted  in  the  body  of  it:  'You  are  not 
'  to  entrust  any  person  with  the  execution  of  this 
'  warrant  but  a  commissioned  o£cer,and  to  insert 
'  his  name  and  office   in  the  deputation  on  ihe 
'other  side  hereof.'    He  endorsed:  'I  do  hereby 
'  depute  A.  B.  a  Lieutenant  of  the  mortar  sloop 
'  to  impress,  &c.'    On  35th  April,  1743,  Captain 
'  Hanway  being  at  anchor,  in  Kingroad,  at  Bris- 
'  tol,  ordered  the  ship's  boat  down  the  channel,  to 
'press  as  they  should  see  an  opportunity;  the 
'  Lieutenant  staid  on  board  with  the  Captain.    In 
'  the  evening  the  boat  came  up  with  the  Bremeii. 
'  Factor,  in  that  pari  of  the  channel  in  the  coun- 
'  ty  of  the  cily  of  Bristol ;  some  of  the  crew  went 
'  on  board  in  order  to  press  men,  who  being  in- 
'  formed  that  one  or  two  of  (he  Bremen's  men 
'  were  concealed  in  the  hold,  Calahan  with  three 
'  others  went  thither  in  search  of  them,  where- 
'  upon  Broadfool,  one  of  the  Bremen's  men  (who 
'  had  provided  a  blunderbuss  for  defence  against 
'  ihe  press  gang)  called  out,  and  asked  tbem  what 
'  they  came  for ;  be  was  answered  by  some  of  the 
'  press  gang:  '  We  come  for  you  and  your  com- 
'  cades.'     Whereupon  he  cried  out.  'Keep  back,  I 
'  have  a  blunderbuss  loaded  with  swan  shot.' 
'  Upon  this  the  other  stopped,  but  did  not  retire. 
'He  then  cried  oui,' Where  is  your  Lieutenant?' 
'  and  being  answered,  'He  is  not  far  off,'  imine- 
'  diately  fired  among  ihem.    By  this  shot  Calahan 
'  was  killed,  and  one  or  two  of  the  press  gang 
'  wounded."    In  ihia  case,  as  you  perceive,  Broad* 
fool  was  aci^itted  by  the  direction  of  the  Judge. 
Then,  if  «d  Englisbuuin  may  kill  an  E^nglbliman 
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in  ihe  allenipt  to  impress  him,  because  (he  aui 
I  ity  w»*  incorrecUjr  execuied,  can  we  feel  b  doubi 
tbii  an  American  may  kill  an  EoglislimaD,  when 
bjr  no  possibility  there  can  be  any  color  of  aultior- 
ity;  and  that  too  without  the  jurisdiclioo  aud 
limits  of  the  British  empire,  when  sailing  under 
the  protection  of  the  American  flag?    1  can  feel 


>ubt. 


Iir 


o  giving  a  bouDty  for  killing  this  hot- 
i  generit,  wearing  the  caput  lupinur 


lider  the  practice  of  other  States  and 
lienUily  Britain  herself,  who,  by  the  statute  of 
G«orge  11.,  (8  Geo.  3,  c.  24,)  gives  a  bounty  to  en- 
conrage  the  destruction  of  pirates.  The  statute 
i)  in  these  words:  "That,  to  encourage  ibe  de- 
'  fence  against  pirates,  the  commanders  or  sea- 
'  men 'wounded,  and  the  widows  of  such  seamen 
'  as  are  slain  in  any  piratical  engagement,  shall 
'  be  emjiled  to  a  oounty,  to  be  divided  among 
'  them,  not  exceeding  the  value  of  one-fiftieth 
'  part  of  the  cargo  on  board."  Can  we  then,  with 
loe  example  of  Britain  before  our  eyes,  giving 
bounty  for  the  protection  of  properly,  feel  any  re' 
lactance  in  giving  a  bounty  for  the  protection  of 
hberty?  Can  it  be  possible  that  Britain  shall 
protect  the  property  of  her  subjects  with  more 
vigiUoce  ana  circumspection  than  America  will 
prpteel  the  liberty  and  lives  of  her  citizens?  I 
will  not  for  a  moment  permit  the  hateful  idea  to 
tormeot  me.  It  cannot  be  so.  As  these  provis- 
ioas  are  mere  declarations  of  the  law,  that  our 
seamen  may  know  their  rights,  and  resist  the  un- 
lawful force  with  safety ;  and  as  the  exercise  of 

this  repulsive  force  may  tudace  ser--'-' -' 

death  itself,  it  becomes  neces<:ary  to 


<  introduced,  authorizing  the 
Praident  to  retaliate  in  case  of  any  cruelties  ex- 


r  seamen.    This  it  dictated  b 


lioni,  and  recognised  by  our  own  laws.  By  the 
kw  of  nations,  (VaL  426,  j  341,)  "when  a  aov- 
'  ereign  is  not  satisfied  wiib  the  manner  in  which 
'  his  sabjects  are  treated  hy  the  law  and  cnstom  of 
'  another  nation,  he  is  at  liberty  to  declare  he  will 
'  treat  the  subjects  of  that  nation  in  the  same 
'  nunner  his  subjects  are  treated;  this  is  called 
-  the  Law  of  Retortion.  There  is  nothing  in  tbis 
'  but  what  is  conformable  to  sound  politics." 
(VaL  432,  4  351.)  At  Athens  the  law  permitted 
the  reJatioDi  of  him  who  had  been  assassinated  to 
wize  three  of  the  natives  of  that  country,  and  de- 
taio  them  till  the  murderer  was  punished  or  de- 
livered up,  and  oar  own  law  recognises  this  prin- 
eiple.  By  the  act  of  3d  March,  1799,  it  is  provided, 
that  if  any  seaman,  who  shall  have  been  impres- 
sed on  board  any  vessel  of  the  Powers  at  war 
with  France,  who  shall  be  taken  by  France,  and 
halb  suffered  death,  or  any  corporal  punishment 
by  the  authority  of  France  or  any  officer  under 
their  aoihoritf ,  the  President  shall  cause  the  most 
rigorous  retaliation  to  be  executed  on  any  citizen 
cT the  French  Republic  that  may  be  taken  under 
the  laws  of  the  United  States.  But  perhaps  it 
may  be  insisted  these  were  Frencbmen,  and  not 
9th  Cow.— 3 


entitled  to  the  same  measure  of  justice  as  Eng- 
lishmen. By  the  law  of  nations  (Vat.  434,  $  354) 
these  measures  are  milder  than  war,  which  in- 
volves Ihe  innocent  with  the  guilty.  "The 
'  Prince,  therefore,  who  atielnpls  this  method,  in- 
'  stead  of  coming  to  an  open  rupture,  is  doubtless 
'  worthy  of  peace,  on  account  of  his  moderation 
'  and  prudence;  but  they  who  run  to  arms  with* 
'out  necessity,  are  scourges  to  the  human  race, 
'  barbarians,  enemies  to  society,  and  rebels  to  the 
'  law  of  nations,  or,  rather,  to  the  common  Father 
'  of  mankind." 

This  brings  me  to  the  last  sectioD  of  the  bill, 
which  secures  the  impressed  seaman  compensa- 
tion for  his  false  imprisonment  not  far  beyond  the 
wages  in  the  merchant  service,  and  authorizes 
the  attachment  of  so  much  of  the  debts  to  Brit- 
ish subjects  as  may  be  necessary  for  that  purpose, 
there  being  no  other  means  of  redress.  All  man- 
kind will  declare  it  just,  and  Britain  herself  has 
judicially  established  the  principle  in  the  case  de- 
cided by  C.  J.  Pratt,  afterwards  Lord  Camden, 
(Say.  Pam.  319.)  The  case  was  in  an  action  for 
laUe  imprisonment.  The  Earl  of  Halifax,  one  of 
His  Majesty's  principal  Secretaries  of  Stale, 
granted  a  warrant,  without  previous  information, 
against  a  journeyman  printer  of  North  Britain, 
who  was  kept  six  hours  and  treaied  civilly ;  300 
pounds  damages  were  given.  On  a  motion  for  a 
new  trial,  because  of  excessive  damages,  Pratt. 
Chief  Justice,  declared  that,  as  it  was  a  general 
warrant  and  an  attack  upon  public  liberty  and 
egainst  Magna  Charta,  and  as  they  attempted  to 
justify  its  legality,  there  ought  to  be  exemplary 
damages;  and  in  all  cases  wherever  an  injury  is 
done  under  the  color  of  authority,  as  where  an 
ofGcer  under  an  authority  to  impress  exceeds  that 
authority.     Motion  overruled. 

It  will  not,  then,  be  said  by  an  American  Con- 
gress, that,  for  the  false  imprisonment  of  an  Amer- 
ican seaman  sixty  dollars  per  month  can  be  too 
high,  for  his  bondage  on  boardaBriiishshipofwar, 
exposed  to  every  hardship,  when  a  British  subject, 
for  six  hours  confinement,  with  civil  treatraeui, 
had  eight  hundred  dollars  damages  by  a  British 
jury ;  nor  can  the  method  of  recovering  the  same 
be  opposed  upon  sound  principles.  (Vat.  431,  see. 
350.)  By  the  law  of  nations,  "justice  is  said  to 
'  be  denied,  when  the  subject  is  not  permitted  to 
establish  his  right  in  the  ordinary  tribunals  of 
justice,  or  when  great  and  unreasonable  delay  is 
effected,  equivalent  to  a  refusal."  And  it  can 
jever  be  .'<aid  that,  after  ten  years  spent  in  fruit- 
less negotiation,  and  after  we  have  been  informed 
by  the  President  "  that  every  spark  of  hnpe  is 
extinguished,"  and  the  cup  of  humiliation  drain- 
ed to  Us  dregs,  that  the  delay  is  not  unreasonable 
and  equivalent  to  a  refusal.  And  we  are  author- 
ized by  Ihe  law  of  nations  (Vai,  151,  sec.  1)  to 
retaliate,  to  enforce,  if  possible,  the  making  the 
en  entire  satisfaction.  It  may  be  objected, 
however,  that  this  remedy  is  in  violaiioo  of  the 
Treaty  of  London  of  19;h  November,  1794,  which 
secures  the  inviolability  of  British  debts;  but  it 
will  be  recollected  that  this  violation  on  our  part 
is  induced  by  the  violation  of  the  same  treaty  by 
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Great  BritaJa  by  an  allaclc  on  Ibe  liberty  of  the 
cjiizeo,  aod  it  can  Defer  be  said  that  we  are  oot 
justified  hy  claimiDg  ihe  damaijes  we  have  receiv- 
ed by  a  violalion  on  personal  liberty,  as  a  correct 
set-off  a  gains  I  any  damages  ihey  may  receive  by 
a  breacG  of  the  same  contract,  by  an  attack  on 
personal  property.  It  can  oerer  be,  id  the  eye  of 
justice  and  in  a  land  of  liberty,  that  properly  is 
more  lo  be  respected  than  tiberiv,  nor  can  we  feel 
ourselves  unauthorized,  when  the  law  of  retalia- 
tion and  self-preservation,  which  are  wrilteo  on 
the  heart  of  man  by  the  finger  of  Omnipotence, 
holds  us  justified.  Nor,  when  we  consider  that 
we  ourselves  have  totally  annulled  and  declared 
void  the  Treaty  with  France,  because  of  her  vio- 
lation of  her  treaty  by  the  spolialions  on  our  com- 
merce: refusing  to  do  us  justice,  can  we  hesitate 
lo  make  this  partial  repeal  of  ihe  Treaty  with 
Great  Brilaia  so  far  only  as  is  necessary  to  do  our 
oppressed  seamen  justice,  by  the  sacrifice  of  Brit- 
ish property  at  the  shrine  of  American  liberty, 


when 


:l  thai 


sihe 


swher 


by  we  can  remunerate  our  enslaved  seamen  for 
(heir  cruel  bondage  ;  that  (he  safely  of  (be  people 
is  the  supreme  law,  and  that  we  are  the  sentinels 
^10  protect  tbeir  rights  and  avenge  their  wrongs? 

ToEsnAT,  January  31. 

Mr.  Suits,  of  Maryland,  gave  notice  that  he 
should,  to-morrow,  ask  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  for 
classing  the  mililia,  and  assigning  to  each  class 
its  particular  duties. 

Agrceablv  to  notice  givea  yesterday,  Mr.  Smith, 
of  Ohio,  asked  and  ontained  leave  to  bring  in  a 
bill  authorizing  the  sale  of  a  certain  lot  of  land; 
and  the  bill  was  read,  and  ordered  to  a  second 
reading. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
a  bill,  entitled  ''An  act  for  ihe  relief  of  the  Gov- 
ernor, Secretary,  and  Judges,  of  the  Territory  of 
the  United  Slates  Northwest  of  ihe  river  Ohioj" 
also,  a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  extending  the  powers 
of  the  Surveyor  General  to  the  Territory  of^ Loo ifc 
iana,  and  for  other  purposes^"  in  which  bills  they 
desire  ihe  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

The  bills  were  read  and  ordered  to  ibe  second 
leading. 

The  bill,  eniiiled  "An  act  making  an  additional 
appropriation  to  supply  the  deficiency  in  the  ap- 
propriation for  the  naval  service  dorinz  the  year 
1805,"  was  read  the  second  time  as  in  Committee 
of  the  Whole;  and,  having  been  reported  to  the 
House  without  amendment,  it  was,  by  unanimous 
consent,  read  the  third  time  and  passed. 

On  motion,  that  it  be 

Seiohed,  That  a  committee  be  sppoinlcd  to  inquire 
whj  the  eipenditurea  in  the  Navy  Department,  for  the 
year  1806,  have  bo  far  exceeded  the  approprialion  for 
the  same,  and  report  thereon  lo  the  Senate. 

Ordertd,  Thatthismoiioo  lieforconsideralion. 

On  motion,  that  ii  be 

Baobied,  That  Ihe  President  of  the  United  Slalei  be 
requested  lo  cause  to  be  laid  before  the  Senate  a  copy 
Of  Mr.  Honioe's  letter  to  the  Secretary  of  Stale,  dated 


It  was  agreed  thaithis  motion  lie  for  considera- 
tion. 

The  bill  to  empower  George  Rspp  and  his  as- 
sociates, in  the  Society  of  Harmony,  to  purchase 
certain  lands,  was  resumed  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole;  and.anamendmeol  having  been  proposed, 

Ordered.  Thattbecoosideralion  thereof  be  post- 
poned until  to-morrow. 

The  bill  for  the  protection  and  indemnification 
of  American  seamen  was  read  the  second  lime, 
and  the  further  consideration  thereof,  as  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  was  made  the  order  of  the 
day  for  Monday  nest. 

Oomotion  ihe  Senateresumed  the  second  reading 
of  theconlidentialbill, en  tilled  "An  act  making  pro- 
vision for  any  extraordinary  expenses  atlending 
ihe  intercourse  between  the  United  States  and 
foreign  nations,"  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole; 
and  the  bill  having  been  repotted  to  the  House 
without  amendment, 

Ordered,  That  the  third  reading  thereof  be  the 
order  of  the  day  for  Thursday  next. 

WE0NEBt>A¥,  January  S2. 

The  bill,  eniiiled  "An  act  extending  the  powers 
of  the  Surveyor  General  lo  the  Territory  of  Lou- 
teiana,  and  for  other  purposes,"  was  read  the  sec- 
ond time,  and  referred  to  Messrs.  Worthimoton, 
Baldwin,  Whiobt,  Moorb,  and  ANDEnaoM,  lo 
contider  and  report  ihereoa. 

The  bill  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  the 
Governor,  Secretary,  and  Judges,  of  the  laie  ter- 
ritory of  the  United  States  northwest  of  ihe  rivei 
Ohio,"  was  read  the  second  lime,  and  referred  to 
Messrs.  Maclay,  KiTCHEL,  and  Smith,  of  Ohio, 
lo  consider  and  report  ihereon. 

Mr.  Maclat  staled  in  bis  place,  thai  the  Legia- 
laiore  of  the  Scate  of  Pennsylvania  had  passed  a 
resolution,  that  ibeir  Senators  in  Congress  t>e  in- 
slrucled  to  obtain  an  amendment  to  ibe  Conatitu- 
tioQ  of  the  United  States  respecting  the  Judiciary; 
and  Mibmiiied  the  following  moiion,  which  was 
read  and  laid  on  the  table: 

,  Rttolved,  by  tht  Senate  and  Houee  of  R^tretenta- 
iivee  of  the  United  States  of  Arrieriea  m  Congrett  at- 
lembial,  two-lhirdi  of  both  Uotttet  concurring.  Thai 
tb«  foUoning  article  be  propoaed  to  the  LegialalnrM  of 
the  Mieral  Suites  as  an  amendBtent  to  the  Constitution 
of  the  United  State*,  which,  when  ratified  by  Ihies- 
foiu-tlu  of  the  said  Legislatures,  ahall  be  valid,  aa  part 
of  the  Hud  CoDatilution,  to  nit : 

The  Judicial  power  of  the  United  Statca  shall  not  be 
conalnied  to  extend  to  contravenies  between  a  Stale 
and  the  citizem  of  another  Slate  i  between  citizens  of 
dliferent  Slalea;  between  ciliieiu  of  the  aame  State 
claiming  lands  under  granls  of  diflerent  States;  and 
between  a  State  or  the  citizen*  thereof,  and  foreign 
Slates,  citizens,  or  aultjects. 

Tbe  bill  authorizing  ihe  sale  of  a  cettain  lot  of 
land  was  read  ihe  second  time,  and  referred  lo 
Messrs.  Smith,  of  Ohio,  Balowin,  and  Tbacv,  lo 
consider  and  report  thereon. 

The  bill  to  empower  Qeoige  Rapp  and  bis  as- 
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aocalta,  ia  tbe  Society  of  Harmony,  to  purchase 
ecittin  lands,  WIS  refiumH  asin  Commilleeof  the 
Wbolej  aod  recommitied  to  Messrs.  Smith,  of 
Huyland,  Bradlbt,  aad  WoRTniNfiTON,  further 
lo  consider  aoi  report  ikereoo. 

CLASSIFICATION  OF  THE  MILITIA. 

Mt.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  agreeably  to  notice 
pn^  yesterday,  asked  and  obtained  leave  to  brto^ 
inibe  foUowing  bill,  which  was  read,  and  ordered 
to  a  second  readios  : 

A  B3]  for  cbising  tbe  Militia,  and  ssElgning  to  eacb 
cISB  its  particular  datica. 

Be  il  enaded,  c^c..  That  every  free,  abled-bodied 
while  male  dtiicii  of  the  United  States,  of  the  age  of 
eighteen  yean,  and  ondsr  tikt  age  of  fortj-fiie,  whoae 
jnindpal  occapatioa  ii  not  on  the  high  sea,  at  the  tide 
waten  witliin  the  United  Slates,  shall  be  of  the  militia 
for  the  land  service  of  the  United  States.  The  personl 
»  to  constitute  the  land  militia,  shall  be  enrolled  by 
th^  names  and  ages.  In  their  proper  dialricts,  and  in 
books  kept  for  that  purpose ;  su<£  enrollment  to  be 
vade  withoDt  delay  of  those  now  within  the  deacrip- 
tion,  and  from  time  to  time  as  to  others  who  shall  here- 
after become  so,  always  noting  the  date  of  eDrollmenl, 
and  placing  in  a  dts^nct  page,  oi  part  of  the  book, 
those  of  every  diBeient  year  of  age,  irom  fortj-Gve 
down  to  eighteen. 

Tha  said  militia  shall  be  distribated  into  classes  a* 
Mlowa,  to  nil :  The  Junior  das*  shall  be  composed  of 
those  aboTB  twenty-one,  and  uudai  twenly-aix  yean  of 
age ;  the  middle  class  of  those  above  twenly-aii,  and 
andcT  tbirty-Cve  yearv  of  age ;  the  senior  class  of  thou 
above  thit^-Gve  and  under  fbily-five  years  of  age  ;  and 
Ihow  above  eighteen,  aad  undsi  tirantj'<ine  yean  of 
age  ahall  csmpaae  tbe  minor  olasa. 

Tbe  joioT  clav  shall  be  liaUs  t 
SCTTioea  vntbiB  the  United  Sutes,  o: 
adjacant,  by  tonra  of  da^,  not  to"  eieeed  one  year  in 
aoy  two;  and  in  order  that  ^e  ssid  sarvices  may  be 
required  of  them  equally,  those  of  every  battalion  shall, 
by  Hi  commanding  officer,  be  immediately  Jivided  by 
lot  into  ten  parts,  or  portions,  as  nearly  eqnal  as  may 
be;  esdi  portien  to  be  distingui^ed  by  its  particular 
DOHiber,  from  one  to  ten,  and  to  be  called  into  duty  in 
Ibe  order  of  their  nambera,  such  call  extending  to  so 
many  nambera  a*  the  exigency  may  require,  and  every 
pereon  eo  called  on,  may  be  assigned  to  the  service  of 
Ae  arUUny,  infantry,  cavalry,  or  of  any  other  deacrip- 
tioa,  as  the  competent  authority  shall  lUroct. 

In  considentioQ  of  the  assiduous  discipline  required 
from  the  junior  class,  and  of  the  services  they  shall 
have  pexforaicd,  or  been  liable  to  perform  while  in  il, 
tbey  shall  never  after  passing  into  the  middle  class,  be 
InUe  (o  artaal  aervieg,  but  where  the  junior  class  for 
the  time  being  is  inadequate  to  the  exigency ;  and 
then  in  their  own  or  one  of  tbe  adjoining  Stales  only, 
and  by  tours  not  exceeding  three  months  in  any  year: 
for  which  purpose  they  sh^  be  distributed  into  gcctiona 
and  eaUed  on  in  routine,  as  is  provided  in  the  case  of 
the  janior  class. 

The  senior  and  minor  classes  shall  be  liable  to  be 
sailed  on  to  do  duly  within  their  own  State  only,  and  by 
toora  not  eicwding  three  months  in  any  year,  and 
thfj  rtiall  be  separately  distributed  inlo  portions  and 
■ambers,  and  called  on  in  routine  as  provided  for  the 

Eiemptioiu  bom  militia  duty,  except  in  cases  of  re- 


ligions scruple  ag-ainsl  bearing  arms,  shall  only  extend 
to  the  ordinary  duties  of  mustering  and  disciplining, 
aAer  having  entered  the  middle  or  senier  class,  but  bI 
exempts  shall  be  enrolled  in  their  classes  and  numbai^ 
and  when  cajjad  on  for  actual  mililary  service,  ahaH  be 
bonnd  as  others  are  to  pertarm  thnr  due  tours. 

If  any  person  called  on  to  do  the  actual  duties  of  his 
class,  shall  refuse,  or  unnecessarily  delay  to  enter  on 
duty,  he  shall  be  arrested  as  a  deserter,  either  by  the 
civil  or  military  authority,  shall  be  delivered  to  tbe 
proper  military  oiticer,  and  either  punished  as  a  de- 
serter, or  compelled  to  perform  bis  tour  of  duty.  Bat 
any  person  so  called  on  may  compute  his  personal  ser- 
vice, by  tendering  as  a  substitute  an  able-bodied  white 
man,  a  citizen  of  the  United  Stales,  fit  for  the  service 
in  the  judgment  of  the  olGcer  who  is  to  command  him, 
and  wUting  to  engage  therein.  And  all  persons,  while 
engaged  in  pertbrming  a  tour  of  duty,  shall  have  the 
pay  and  rations  .allowed  in  the  army  of  the  United 
States,  and  be  subject  to  the  roles,  regulations,  end  ar- 
tictra,  provided  for  the  government  of  the  same. 

Sac.  3.  And  be  it  further  matted,  Tbat  all  provis- 
ions in  any  law  of  (he  United  States,  or  of  any  partic- 
nlar  Stats,  or  TMritory,  inconaistont  with  those  of  this 
act,  are  hereby  repealed;  and  all  proviaiona  in  the  lawa 
of  the  United  States,  or  of  any  partienlar  Stale  or  Ter- 
ritory not  inconsistent  herewith,  shall  be  understood  to 
be  left  in  force,  and  liable  to  alteration  by  thsir  Eospsd- 
ive  eua<:ting  authoritisa- 

The  Senate  teEomed  the  considers tloit  of  tha 
motion  made  yeaterday,  ifaat  the  Pfesidenl  of  the 
United  States  be  reqapsted  to  communicate  to  the 
Senate  a  copy  of  Mr.  Monroe's  letter  to  tbe  Sec- 
retary of  State;  and  il  was  agreed  to  amend  the 
motion  as  follows: 

Rtiohed,  That  the 'PresidentoftheUnitedSutesbe 
requested,  if  he  shall  judge  the  same  to  be  proper,  to 
cause  to  be  laid  before  the  Senate  a  copy  of  Mr.  Mon- 
roe's letter  to  the  Secretary  of  Stale,  dated  18th  of  Oo- 
lober,  1806,  with  a  posCscripl,  dated  25lh,  which  was 
read  in  Senate  on  Friday  last,  and  withdrawn  to  be 
laid  bcS:>re  the  HooseoflUpresentBtives. 

Whereupon,  a  motion  was  made  that  the  pro- 
posed resolntion  be  referred  to  a  select  commil lee  ; 
and,  on  motion,  the  Senate  a4)'"'ri'B('- 

THtntBDAY,  January  23. 

Mr.  WoBTBiNOTON,  from  thft  committee  ap- 
pointed on  the  sabject,  reported  a  bill  to  repeal  in 
part  tbe  fourth  section  of  an  act,  entitled  "An  act 
to  authorize  a  grant  of  lands  to  the  French  inhab- 
iianis  at  Galliopolis.  and  for  other  purposes  therein 
menlioned  ;"  and  tne  bill  was  read,  and  ordered 
to  the  second  reading. 

Mr.  Bradley  presented  the  petition  of  Seth 
Harding,  commander  of  a  ship  in  the  service  of 
the  United  States,  durio^ihe  Revolutionary  war. 
in  which  service  he  receivedexireme  bodily  injury, 
as  is  stated  at  large  in  his  petition,  and  praying 
such  pecuniary  relief  as  may,  to  Congress,  seem 
reasonable  fur  a  person  debilitated  by  public  ser- 
vice; and  the  petition  was  read,  and  referred  to 
Messrs.  Bradley,  Thacy,  and  StiMTER,  to  con- 
sider and  report  thereon. 

Mr.  Turner  communicated  tbe  representation 
of  the  Slate  of  North  Carolina,  on  the  subject  of 
certain  pemiooers  on  tbe  list  of  tbat  Stale,  and 
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si^gesiin^  to  ihe  justice  and  wisdom-of  Con^esi 
the  propriety  of  placing  ibein  on  the  [wnsion  list  of 
the  Uailcd  Siatea;  and  the  representation  wai 

Ordered,  Thai  it  be  rersrted  to  the  commiUee 
appointed  the  20th  of  December  last,  on  the  bill, 
entitled  "An  act  making  provision  for  persons  thai 
have  been  disabled  by  known  wonnds  received  in 
the  actual  Service  of  the  United  Slates,  during  the 
Revolutionary  war,"  loconsiderand  reportihereoo. 

The  bill  for  classing  ttie  mLlitia,  aod  assigning 
to  each  clans  i(s  particular  duties,  vas  read  the 
second  lime,  and  referred  :d  Messrs,  Smitb,  of 
Maryland,  Sumter,  AoAiH,BR&DE.BY,and  Smith. 
of  New  York,  to  coQsider  and  report  theieon. 

The  followiajf  motion  was  made  and  secodded, 
and  ordered  to  he  for  consideration  ; 

Raotved,  That  the  report  vai  evtiniKtea  of  the  ap- 

CpriBlions  neceaaaj  for  the  year  ana  thouaand  eight 
idred  and  ni,  be  referred  to  a  ialect  comioiltee,  with 
JHitructianB  to  inquire  into  the  specific  eipenditurea  of 
the  reapectiTe  Department*. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  that  the  President  of  the  United  Slates  be 
fequesled  lo  communicate  a  copy  of  Mr.  Monroe's 
letter  lo  the  Secretary  of  Stale ;  and,  on  motion  it 
was  agreed  that  the  doors  of  ihe  Seoate  should  be 
closed  ;  and,  after  debate,  it  was  agreed  lo  amend 
Ihe  motion  as  follows: 

RtMohtd,  That  the  Premdent  of  the  United  States  be 
requested,  if  be  shall  judge  the  aame  to  be  proper,  to 
make  a  flirther  communication  to  the  Senate  of  Mr. 
Monroe's  letter  to  the  Secretary  of  Stale,  dated  iSlh 
Octotier,  1S05,  with  a  poatunpt,  dated  85th  October, 
which  was  read  in  Ihe  Senate  an  Frtda;  last. 

And,  on  the  question  to  adopt  ihe  resolulion  as 
amended,  it  was  determined  in  the  affirmative — 
yeas  33,  nays  6,  as  follows : 

Yjtis — Megare.  Adair,  Adame,  Baldwin,  Bradley, 
Fenner,  Gaillard,  Gilmsn,  HiUhonse,  Maclay,  Mitchill, 
Moore,  Pickering,  Plumer,  Smith,  of  Maryland,  Smith 
of  New  York,  Smith  of  Ohio,  Smith  of  Tenneaw^e, 
Smith  ofVermont,  Sumter,  Thruaton,  Tracy,  White  and 
Wrighl. 

Nils — Heurs.  Anderaon,  Condit,  Kitcbel,  Logan, 
Tamer,  and  Worthinglon. 

FnioAV,  January  24. 
James  A.  Baiard,  appointed  a  Senator  for  the 
State  of  Delaware,  for  the  term  of  six  years,  com- 
mencing on  the  fourth  of  March  last,  produced 
his  credenliala  which  were  read;  and,  ihe  oath 
prescribed  by  law  having  been  administered,  he 
took  his  seat  in  the  Senate. 


To  the  Senate  of  Ike  IMitid  Slalu  .- 

According  to  (he  request  of  jour  resotutlon  of  yes- 
terday, I  again  communicale  the  letler  of  the  Minister 
Plenipotentiary  of  the  Uniled  Slates  at  London,  to  ^e 
Secretary  oflhat  Governmenl  for  Foreign  AITatrs,  dated 
Oclober  16lh,  1606,  wilh  a  postscript  of  October  S51h, 
but  stJt  in  confidence  that  the  matter  of  it  shall  not  be 
made  public 

Jauuiiii  84,  1B06.  TH.  JEFFERSON. 

The  Message  and  paper  were  read  and  ordered 
to  lie  for  considetaiioD. 


Monday,  January  27. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  from  the  eommiil«e 
to  whom  was  referred,  on  (he  22d  instant  (he  bill 
to  empower  Oeorge  Rapp  and  his  associates,  in 
the  Society  of  Harmony,  to  purchase  certain  lands, 
reported  (lie  bill  amended :  and  the  amendmeol 
was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  for  consideration. 

Mr.  BflAnLET,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred,  on  the  23d  instant  the  petilion  of 
Seih  Harding,  made  report;  which  was  read, and 
ordered  to  lie  for  consiaeralion. 

Mr.  Bbaolet,  from  ihe  same  committee,  aiked 
and  obtained  leave  (o  report  a  bill  for  the  relief  of 
Seth  Harding  late  a  captain  in  the  Navy  of  (he 
United  S(ates ;  and  the  bill  was  read  and  ordered 


informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
a  bill,  entitled  "  An  act  to  extend  jurisdiction,  in 
certain  cases,  lo  State  judges  and  State  courts;" 
Also,  a  bill,  entiiltd  "  An  act  authorizing  a  detach- 
meoi  from  the  militia  ot  the  United  Slates ;"  in 
which  bills  they  desire  the  concurrence  of  the 

The  following  Message  was  received  from  ihe 

PRESIDEHT  OF  THE  UnITED  BtATES. 

To  the  Senate  of  the  Uniled  Slalet.- 

According  to  the  desire  of  the  Senate,  eipreased  in 
their  reaolution  of  the  10th  inatsntlnow  contmnnicale 
to  ihem  ■  report  of  the  Secretary  of  State,  with  its 
docnmenta,  stating  certain  new  principles  attampt«d  to 
be  introduced  on  the  subject  of  neutral  righta,  injurious 
to  IherightaandinterestsoftheUnitedSutes.  These, 
with  my  Meassge  to  both  Houaes,  of  the  I7th  instant 
and  Ihe  documents  accompanying  it,  Intfil  Ihe  deairea 
of  the  Senate  aa  far  ai  it  can  be  done  by  any  informa- 
tion in  my  poiseaslon  which  ii  aulhentic  and  not  pub- 
licly known.  TH.  JEFFERSON. 

Jureiki  ST    1806. 

DtFARTUIKT  or  STjkTI,  Jotl.  26,  IS06. 

The  Secretary  of  State,  lo  whom  the  President  has 
been  pleased  to  refer  the  resolution  of  Ihe  Senate,  dated 
on  the  10th  inslani,  has  the  hoaoi  to  make  the  follow- 
ing report : 

The  moit  important  of  the  principlea  interpolated 
into  the  law  ot  nations,  is  that  which  appears  to  be 
maintained  by  the  British  GovemmcDt,  and  ita  prize 
courts,  (hat  a  trade  opened  to  the  neutrals  by  a,  nation 
al  war,  en  account  of  the  war,  is  unlawful. 

The  principle  has  been  relaxed  from  time  to  time, 
by  orders  allowing  as  favors  to  neutrals,  psrticulsr 
branches  of  trade,  dissilowed  by  Ihe  general  priociplc; 
which  orders  have  alao,  in  some  inaUncea,  extended 
the  modifications  of  (he  principle  beyond  iu  avowed 

In  like  manner,  the  last  of  these  orders,  bearing  data 
the  Siih  of  June,  1803,  has  incorporated  with  the  re- 
laxation a  collateral  principle,  which  Is  itself  an  inter- 
polation, namely,  that  a  vessel  on  a  return  voyage  is 
liable  to  capture  by  the  circumstance  of  her  having  on 
tbe  outward  voyage,  conveyed  contraband  articles  to 
an  enemy'i  port.  How  far  a  like  penalty  attached  by 
the  same  order  to  tbe  circumstance  of  a  previous  com- 
munication with  a  blockaded  port,  would  likewise  he 
an  intarpolation,  may  depend  upon  the  coneiructioit 
onder  which  that  part  of  the  order  has  been,  or  is  to 
be  carried  into  esecation. 
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TliB  gtners}  piinciple  Ural  ibon  itatcd,  *■  lately 
tpplicd  to  Tc-eiportatione  of  orticln  iroported  into 
Dcatnl  coantriea  from  hostile  colonies,  or  vice  vena, 
bj  oRuideriDs  the  re-exportation  in  minj  ciiei,  u  m 
cmlinuition  of  the  original  vojage,  forma  another  in- 
tetpolatian,  deeply aflecting  thetrade  of  ueatnds.  For 
■  loUer  view  of  this  and  loltie  otber  interpalatione,  re- 
Ineiiees  maj  be  had  to  the  dacameiita  comiminicated 
with  the  meang«  la  Congren  of  the  ITth  instant. 

Tbe  Britbh  principle,  which  makei  a  notification  to 
fcreign  Goreminent*  of  an  intended  blockade,  equiva- 
lant  lo  notice  required  by  ihe  law  of  natrons,  before  the 
penalty  can  be  incnrred;  and  that  which  subjects  to 
captnn  vesaelB  amTing  at  a  port,  in  the  interral  be- 
tween a  removal  and  return  of  tbe  blockading  force, 
an  other  important  deviationa  from  the  ci>de  of  public 
hw. 

Another  nnJMtifiable  tneaaura  is  the  mode  of  aeareh 
practiaed  by  the  British  ships,  which  instead  of  remain- 
ing at  ■  proper  distance  from  Ihe  vessel  to  be  searched 
and  sending  their  Dim  boat  with  a  lew  men  for  tbe 
parpaeei  compel  the  vease)  to  send  her  papers  in  her 
own  boat,  and  aomelimes  with  great  danger  from  the 
conditioa  flf  the  boat,  and  the  state  of  Ihe  weather. 

To  these  inatancea,  without  adverting  Co  olhen  of 
an  inferior  or  less  definite  character,  in  Uie  practice  of 
Great  Britain,  tddsI  be  added  tbe  assumed  right  to  im- 
pren  penons  from  American  vessels,  sailiog  under  tbe 
Amencan  Bag,  on  tbe  high  seae.  An  explanadon  of 
thii  practice  will  be  found  in  the  extract  from  the  in- 
itraction*  lo  Mr.  Monroe,  commnnicaleil  with  the  mea- 
ngn  of  Ihe  President  above  referred  to. 

Among  the  interpolations  introduced  bj  the  French 
Government,  is  a  decree,  dated  June  B,  (18  Prairial, 
jear  13,)  importing  that  every  privateer  of  whidi  Iw?- 
lUrii  of  the  ciew  should  not  be  natives  of  England,  or 
■ol^ects  of  a  Power  the  enemy  of  France,  shall  be  eon- 
ridtrtd  ai  pirateB. 

Another  ia  evidenced  by  Ihe  result  of  an  aj^lication 
made  by  the  depnly  coniul  of  the  United  States  at 
Cadii,  mrongfa  the  French-  consul,  to  Admiral  Villen- 
euie,i:vthe  liberation  of  lome  seainen  ofthe  United 
State*  who  were  on  board  the  French  Beet  nnder  hii 
eeoiBund.  The  answer  ofthe  Admiral,  dated  SSth  Au- 
gaitlait,(ll  FruotidoT,  13th  year, ^  atales,  that  "A  de- 
cisiDn  el  Hi*  Imperial  and  Royal  Ma|esty  provides,  that 
every  faieigner  foond  on  board  the  vessels  of  war  or 
cf  commerce  of  the  enemy,  ii  to  be  treated  a*  a  priaoner 
oTwar.andcan  have  no  right  to  the  protectdon  of  tiie 
^{teniatie  and  commercial  agents  of  bis  nation." 

Olhn  ni^nslifiable  innovation*  on  the  law  of  nation*, 
•re  eiemplUed  in  the  decree  of  General  Ferrand,  lately 
pasaad  at  the  dly  of  St  Domingo,  a  translation  of 
whieb  ia  annexed. 

Tbe  irregular  mode  of  seartA  above  described  ia  alio 
ptactiaed  by  the  cmiaera  of  France  and  Spain. 

Tbe  cruisera  ofthe  two  latter  Power*  have  harassed 
the  commerce  of  tbe  United  Stales  in  various  other 
bnni,  but  as  it  ia  not  known  or  believed  that  their  con- 
tact baa  been  preicnbed  or  sanctioned  by  the  public 
utborilj  of  their  respective  nations,  they  are  not  con- 
liAertd  as  liallins  wi^n  the  pntriew  bf  the  resolit^n 
of dK  Senate.  JAMES  MADISON. 

The  MeuQse  and  documeats  therein  meDlioned 
«ere  read  and  ordered  lo  lie  for  conai deration. 

TtFEBDAY,  Jaauary  28. 
Mr.  Lo<iAH  gave  noticei  tliat  he  would,  od 
Thnrsdajr  next,  ask  tears  lo  bring  in  a  bill  for  the 


puoighmenl  of  person*  couDterfeiiins  the  curreDt 
coin  of  llie  UnTted  States,  and  for  oioer  purposes. 

The  bills  yesterday  brought  up  from  the  House 
of  RepteseolaiiTes  fur  coDcurrence,  were  severally 
read  and  ordered  lo  ibe  second  reading. 

Mr.  WoHTBiNOTON  mve  notice  that  he  would, 
lo-morrow,  ask  leave  lo  bring  in  a  bill  eiplanatory 
ofthe  act,  entitled  "An  act  further  proriding  for 
[he  gorernmeni  of  the  District  of  Louisiana,"  and 
(he  ordinance  of  Congress  of  ]  3ih  July,  1787. 

The  President  communicated  ihe  report  of 
the  Secretary  of  State,  made  in  nursuance  of  th« 
resoluiionof  Senate  of  3d  March  last;  and  the  re- 
port was  read  and  ordered  to  lie  for  consideration. 

The  bill  to  repeal  in  part  the  fourth  section  of 
an  act,  entitled  "An  act  to  authorize  a  grant  of 
lands  10  the  French  inhabitants  of  Galliopolis,  and 
for  other  purposes  therein  menlioned,"  was  re- 
sumed, as  in  UOmmiiiee  of  the  Whole;  and  hav- 
ing been  tepotled  lo  the  House  without  amend- 

Ordered,  That  this  bill  pass  to  the  third  read- 
ing. 

The.  bill  making  a  further  apptopriaiion  for  the 
support  ofthe  library,  was  resumed  as  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole ;  and  having  been  amended, 
was  reported  lo  (he  House,  and, 

Onierei^,  That  this  biU  pass  to  (he  third  reading 
as  amended. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Seth  Harding,  late 
a  Capuin  in  the  N»v)t  of  the  United  Stales,  waa 
read  a  second  time,  as  in  Committee  ofthe  Whole. 

Ordered  That  tbe  further  consideration  of  ihl* 
bill  be  postponed. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  coDaideraiion  of  the 
report  of  the  committee  lo  whom  was  recommit- 
ted the  bill  to  empower  George  Rapp  and  his 
associates,  of  the  Society  of  Harmony,  to  pur- 
chase certain  lands;  and  having  adopted  the 
amendment. 

Ordered,  That  this  bill  pass  to  the  third  read- 
ing, as  amended. 

The  Senaie  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motioD  made  on  the  33d  instant,  thai  it  be 

Raohed,  That  the  report  and  estimates  of  the  ap- 
propriation* necessary  tor  the  year  1S06,  b«  referred  to 
a  select  committee,  with  iostnictions  to  inquire  into  the 
specific  expenditures  of  Ihe  respective  departments ; 

And  agreed  thereto;  and 

Ordered,  That  Messrs.  Traot,  Baldwin,  Am- 
DBRBOH,  MiTcatLL,  and  Smith,  of  Maryland,  be 
the  committee  to  report  ihereon. 

Mr.  Loo&N  presented  the  memorial  and  petition 
of  the  President  and  Directors  of  the  Chesapeake 
and  Delaware  Canal  Company,  staling  the  im- 
portance (hereof  to  the  public,  and  prayiog  the 
protection  and  aid  of  Congress  in  the  completion 
of  Ihe  work;  and  the  petition  was  read  and  re- 
ferred to  Messrs.  Looan,  Bavahd,  and  6baiii.et, 
to  consider  and  report  thereon. 

Ordered^  That  so  much  of  the  President's  Mes- 
sage of  the  17ih  instant,  and  tbe  papers  accom- 
panying (he,  same,  as  relates  lo  the  spoliations  of 
our  commerce  on  the  high  sees,  and  inform*  us  of 
tbe  new  principles  assnmed  by  (he  British  Courta 
of  Admiralty,  a*  a  [walext  for  the  condemaation» 
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of  our  vesielB  in  Ibeir  prize  couris,  be  referted  (o 
Ihfi  commitlee  lo  whom  was  referred,  od  tbe  ISlb 
iDstaDt,  ihai  pan  of  (he  Presideni's  Message  relai- 
inK  therelo. 

Mt.  Smith,  of  Ohio,  from  the  oommlitee  lo 
whom  was  referred,  on  [he  22A  iastanl.  (he  bill 
antboriziog  ihe  sale  of  a  certain  loi  of  land,  re- 
ported ameodraenis  j  wbich  were  read  and  ordered 


o  lie  for  CI 

TRADE  WITH  ST.  DOMmOO. 

Mr.  Logan,  to  wbom  was  referred,  on  the  16ih 
instaal  the  bill  lo  suspend,  Ihe  commercial  inter- 
course between  the  United  Slater  and  the  rrench 
island  of  St.  Doroiago,  reported  tbe  same  amend- 
ed ;  wbicb  was  ordered  to  lie  for  cooBideratian. 

Tbe  bill  is  as  follows: 
A  Bill  to  suspend  the  commercial  intercourse  between 

the  United  States  and  certain  paits  of  the  island  of 

St.  Domingo. 

Be  it  tnaeted  irc;  That  all  commercial  intercourso 
between  an;  person  or  persons  resident  within  Ihe 
United  States,  and  any  person  or  persons  resident 
within  any  pari  of  the  island  of  St.  Domingo,  not  in 
pOBsaiEion,  and  nnder  the  acknonlrdgcd  Government 
of  France,  shall  he,  and  from  and  alter  due  notice  of 
this  act  at  the  custom  houses  respectivelj,  is  hereby 
probiliited.  And  any  ship'  or  vessel,  owned,  hireit  or 
amployedi  wholly  or  in  part,  by  any  peiaon  or  persona 
naident  within  the  United  States,  or  by  any  dtiien  or 
dtitens  thereof,  leaidenl  elsewhere,  and  «ailing  from 
•By  port  of  the  United  Statcs'^cr  that  time,  or  from 

any  other  port  in  Anaenca,  after  the day  of 

■Mat ;  or  trom  any  other  port  whaterer,  after  the 

day  of next ;  which,  contrary  to  the  intent  hereof, 

Aail  be  volunlaiilT  carried,  or  ahall  be  destined  to 
praoeed,  whether  directly,  or  fro^  any  inlennediste 
port  or  place,  to  any  port  or  place  within  the  island  of 
St.  Domingo,  and  not  in  possession,  and  under  the  ac- 
knowledged Government  of  France ;  and  also  any  cargo 
which  ahall  be  found  on  bosid  of  such  sliip  or  vessel, 
when  detected  or  interrupted  in  such  unlawful  purpose, 
or  at  her  return  from  such  voyage  to  the  United  Slates, 
ahalt  be  wholly  forfeited,  and  may  bo  seized  and  con- 
demned ii)  any  court  ofthe  United  States. 

Bat.  2.  And  be  it  farther  tnaded.  That  after  due 
notice  of  this  act  at  the  several  custom  houses,  no  ship 
or  veaael  whatever  shall  receive  a  rlcarsnce  fbr  any 
port  or  place  within  the  island  of  St  Domingo,  and  not 
ID  the  actus]  posseeslon  of  France  :  nor  shall  any  clear' 
aiice  be  granted  for  a  foreign  voyage  to  any  shqt  or 
Ttiarl,  owned,  hired  or  employed,  wboDy  or  in  part, 
hy  any  person  or  peraona,  resident  in  the  United  States, 
or  by  any  citiien  or  ciliiens  thereof  residenl  elsewhere, 
nnlii  the  owner  or  the  employer  far  the  voyage,  or  his 
isetor  or  agent,  with  the  master,  and  one  or  more  suf- 
ficient surety  or  sureties,  to  ibc  satisfactioD  of  the  col- 
lector of  the  district,  shall  give  bond  to  the  United 
States;  such  owner,  emptoyeror&Ctor,  with  the  master, 
in  a  sum  equal  to  the  value  of  the  vessel  and  of  her 
cargo;  and  such  surety  or  aure^es  in  a  sum  equal  to 
Oie  value  of  the  vesael  and  of  one-third  of  her  cargo, 
when  it  shall  not  exceed  ten  thousand  dollars ;  and  if 
it  shall  exceed,  then  in  that  Bum,  with  condition  that 
Ihe  ship  or  vessel,  fbr  which  a  clearance  shall  be  re- 
qtlired,ia  actOelly  destined,  and  diall  proceed  lo  some 

Ert  or  pleee  without  the  limila  of  such  part  of  the 
and  of  St  Domingo,  as  shall  nat  be  in  the  actual  pos- 
■feanma,  and  nnder  tke  actjiowladged  OovaMBiaiit  of 


Prance,  and  during  the  intended  voyage  shall  not  ba 
voluntuily  carried  or  permitted  to  proceed,  whether, 
directly,  or  from  any  intermediate  port  or  place,  lo  any 
port  or  place  within  such  part  of  the  island  of  .St.  Do- 
mingo, as  shall  not  be  in  the  actual  posseasion,  and 
under  the  acknowledged  Government  of  France,  and 
shall  not,  at  any  such  port  or  place,  voluntarily  sell,  de< 
liver,  or  unlade  any  part  of  such  cargo  ;  and  generally 
that  such  ship  or  voaael,  whilst  on  such  voyate,  shall 
not  he  employed  in  any  traflic  or  commerce  with  or 
for  any  person  resident  within  any  part  of  the  island  of 
8L  Domingo,  not  in  the  actual  possession,  and  under 
the  aclcnow lodged  Government  of  France. 

Sac.  3.  And  be  it  further  macted.  That  all  penal- 
ties and  ferfeitures  incurred  by  force  of  this  act,  and 
which  may  be  recovered,  shall  bo  distributed,  and  ac- 
counted for,  in  tbe  manner  prescribed  by  the  act,  en- 
titled "An  act  to  regulate  tbs  collection  of  duties  od 
imports  and  tonnage ;"  and  may  be  mitigated  or  re- 
mitted in  the  manner  preaciibed  by  liie  act,  erttilled 
"An  act  to  provide  fat  mitigating  or  remitting  the 
forfeitures,  penaltiea  and  disabilities,  accruing  in  certain 
cases  therein  mentioned." 

DEFENCE  OP  NEW  YORK. 

Mr.  M]TCB[LL,  from  the  committee  to  whom. 
was  referred  the  memorial  of  the  merchants  of 
New  York  submitted  a  rcporl  on  that  part  ofthe 
same  which  relates  to  the  "defenceless  siiuatioii 
of  tbe  port  of  New  Yort ;"  whicliwas  ordered  lo 
lie  for  consideration.    The  report  is  as  follows : 

Early  in  the  history  of  North.  America,  the  harbor 
of  New  York  was  discovered  by  the  Dutehtobe  acon- 
shipa.     Subsequent  experi- 


junclion  with  Long  Island  Sound,  is  aa  well,  if  not  bet- 
ter, adapted  to  navigation  and  trade,  than  any  wbicia 
tbe  Atlantic  coast  afford*. 

The  city,  at  tbs  head  of  the  harbor,  is  about  twenty- 
seven  miles  from  the  ocean.  The  ebb  and  Sow  of  the 
tide  ia  about  six  feet  The  aaltness  of  the  water  is 
not  much  inferior  to  that  of  the  neighboring  sea. 

The  harbor  is  a  bay,  or  baain,  surrounded  c^efly  by 
islands,  though  the  since  from  the  firat  of  the  Kever- 
aink  hitls  to  the  river  Raritan,  and  another  space,  from 
Bergen  Point  to  Hobokan,  are  paria  of  the  main  land 
which  skirt  tbe  shores  between  the  insular  positions. 
The  land  ia  mostly  low,  and  Is  composed  principally  of 
gravel,  sand,  and  losmi  and  in  certain  spots  strata  of 
solid  granite  appear. 

The  island  of  Sandy  Hook,  where  the,  light-Jiousa 
stands,  is  little  more  than  a  beach,  rising  not  far  above 
the  level  of  spring  tides,  Slaten  Island  swells  into 
moderate  hills,  and  presents,  especially  on  its  eastern 
side,  several  bold  elevations.  Long  Island,  whose  west- 
enk  extremity  loses  its  ridgea  and  bill*  in  the  plains  of 
Flatland*  and  New  Utrecht,  still  retains  el  the  Nar- 
rows, where  its  dills  are  aomcnhat  abrupt  and  promi- 
nent, several  positions  of  considerable  strength.  Ia 
Iheae  shores  of  the  two  last  mentioned  islands,  the 
army  of  the  enemy  was  landed  in  1T76,  and  a  repe- 
tition of  such  an  invasion,  might  be  discouraged  by  the 
erection  of  suitable  works  to  oppose  it  Governor'* 
Island  has  been  already  much  improved  by  military 
works,  and  is  the  spot  on  which  Fort  Jay,  end  the  prin- 
cipal other  fortifications,  have  been  erected.  Bedlow 
Island,  though  very  small,  has  also  been  considersd 
proper  fbr  detenstve  operations,  and  in  same  degtee 
piqwted  te  annoy  aa  «o«my.     On  Manhattan  Utnd, 
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wliae  the  cilj  of  New  York  Btuida,  there  wu  once  a 
tan  and  battery.  These  hate  been  demolilhcd  of  late 
fean,  nnder  ■  coniiclion  of  tbair  unfitnaai,  aa  have 
(kewioe  aome  more  receDt  breast-wprki  and  parapets, 
which,  though  conitnicted  but  ei^t  or  bine  years  ago, 
veic,  within  a  twelvemonth,  deatroyed  b;  the  people 
rto  made  them. 

Between  these  islands  there  are  deep  diannele,  uid 
rapid  CQrrenta.  Ships  of  luge  force  may  be  brought 
IB  from  Iho  aea,  and  anchored  in  aafdty  abreast  of  the 
toon.  And  haiing  once  reached  that  etatien,  there  b 
■raier  enough  to  convey  frigates,  ot  even  larger  ehips, 
qmie  to  Qie  dtj  of  Hodaon. 

To  the  aaltnesB,  depth,  and  swiftnaaa  of  the  carteDt, 
ii  to  be  ascribed  die  openness  of  the  harbor  of  Nen 
Vnrfc  daring  the  winter.  Id  lT80,i(s  surface  wascav- 
■ed  bf  s'thiek,  strong,  emeriog  of  ice.  The  like  has 
BCTcr  happened  since,  not  even  dDTing  the  rigorous 
•inler  of  1805  ;  and  it  is  remarkable,  (bat,  while  the 
IMawarB,  Pats^iaCO,  and  PotDmoo,  are  frozen,  snd  Phil- 
■df^hia,  BahitDore,  and  Aleiuidiia,  are  secured  there- 
by bom  tho  fleets  of  an  invader,  the  bay  of  Piew  fork, 
thnogh  situated  further  to  the  northward,  possesses, 
CHBmonlji  no  such  protection,  but  is  accessible  from 
ihi  ocsan  with  but  trifling  impediment. 

The  insecurity  of  the  city  is  evinced  by  other  farts. 
With  a  small  squadron  of  ships,  in  IH71,  the  English 


liiq  until  the  commencement  of  the  Revolutionary  war, 
it  was  fbani)  Qtteriy  incapable  of  defence  agsinst  a  hos- 
tile fleet  and  army,  in  1T7B,  and  abandoned  to  the  en- 
tmy  by  die  troops  arrayed  for  its  protection  ;  and  thst 
very  foe,  which  tlten  gained  the  pofseision,  held  it  aaa 
garrison  nntil  lT83,wken,  onits  evacuation,  the  inlial>- 
itanls  were  enabled  to  ratnm  to  their  homes,  afier  an 
siBe  of  seTen  long  years. 

Since  the  Revolution,  New  York  has  greatly  increased 
in  pop(iIa^on,eitent,cspital,and  enterprise.  Theme- 
noiislista  state,  that,  there  one-third  of  the  national 
isrenne  is  collected.  Tbey  hope  so  important  a  se^ 
port  may  be  tbonght  worthy  of  an  efltdent  delence. 
And  they  beg  tlut  a  portion  of  the  public  treasure,  ac- 
ewnulstBd  in  that  place,  may  be  expended  in  lendet^ 
ing  both  that  treasurs  «ad  the  city  in  which  it  is  kept, 

For  the  fiirther  inlbmation  of  the  Senate,  the  com- 
Mitl«e  beg  leave  to  observe,  that,  a  piece  of  land  has 
been  already  paichascd  by  tho  State,  on  Staten  Island, 
eompiebending  the  high  points  on  which  the  signal- 
poles  of  the  merchants  are  erected.  The  greater  part 
sf  Governor's  Island  is  understood  to  be  the  property 
of  the  Swte,  a  small  part  of  it,  only,  ha\ing  been  pur- 
daaed  by  the  nation.  On  these  parcels  of  ground,  the 
labor  of  constructing 'works  is  the  princi[Ml  matter  of 
expense  ;  and  it  is  in  this  posture  of  ai&irs,  thst  the 
memorialists,  alter  the  State  has  done  so  much,  ask  the 
nation  to  bear  a  proportional  part  of  the  charge  neces- 
■aiy  to  provide  more  fortnidaUe  means  of  defence  and 

Eitravagant  estiniates  have  been  made  by  certain 
jabber*  and  projeclora.  Artifioal  iriands,  and  immense 
pisrs,  and  enormona  floating  batteries,  and  vast  chev- 
aux-de-frises,  have  been  talked  o^-enough  to  absorb 
the  whole  revenue,  and  to  terrify  all  sober  calculators 
of  the  cost.  The  committee  have  dismissed  those 
schemes  as  &voring  rather  of  tho  visionary  and  mag- 
Difioent,  than  of  the  oseful  and  feasible.  They  con- 
lent  Ibemselvea  with  recommending  an  appropriation, 


to  a  moderate  amount,  for  making  further  military  im- 
provements on  the  sites  already  purchased,  and  which 
the  State  may  hereafler  purchase  and  surrender;  in 
fill]  conflJence  at  the  same  time,  that  a  due  proportion 
of  the  heavy  artitleiy,  armed  ships,  and  gun-boats  of 
the  nation,  wilt  be  stationed  atthe  barbor  of  NewYo^ 

Under  these  impressions  the  following  prapontion  is 
submitted  ; 

"Ritohed,  That  it  is  expedient  to  approptiale  tha 
sum  of  $ ,  to  be  laid  out  in  such  manner,  and  un- 
der snch  direction,  as  Congress  shall  judge  proper,  in 
fortifying  the  harbor  and  city  of  New  York. 

The  committee  have  deemed  it  to  be  within  the  Um- 
ils  assigned  them,  to  tocommcnd  another  proposition, 
in  &Tor  of  the  capital  of  South  Carolina  ; 

"  Reaohed,  Thst  it  is  expedient  to  appropriate  the  sum 

of  $ ,  to  be  laid  out  in  such   manner,  and  under 

such  regulations,  as  Congress  shall  judge  proper,  in 
forti^ing  the  port  of  Charleston,  in  South  Carolina." 

And  for  the  purpose  of  providing  for  other  defence- 
less places,  if  any  such  there  be,  the  committee  submit 
another  proposition  : 

"  Eeiohed,  That  it  is  eipedient  to  appropriate  the 

sum  of  S ,  to  be  laid  out  in  forti^-ing  such  ports 

and  harbon,  other  than  New  York  and  Charleston,  aa 
the  President  of  tlie  United  Stales  shall  think  most 
eondueive  to  the  puhltc  security. 

On  motian,  that  the  third  readitiK  of  the  biU 
entitled  "An  act  making  proTision  for  defraying 
any  eitraordiaary  expenses  altcadiDg  the  inter- 
course between  the  United  Slates  and  foreisa 
nations,"  be  postponed,  the  Senate  were  etiually 
divided:  yeas  15;  nays  IS;  and  the  question  ch 
ostpODement  was  determiaed  by  the  President 
1  the  affirniBliTe. 

Wehnesdav,  Janaary  96. 

Agreeablyto  notice givEQ  yesterdayiMr.  Won- 
TRiHOTON  asked  and  obtained  leave  to  bring  in  k 
bill  explanatory  of  the  act,  entitled  "  An  act  fur- 
ther providiDC  for  the  government  of  the  district 
of  Louisiana,  and  the  OTdinance  of  CoQgress  of 
the  13th  of,  July,  17S7 ;  and  the  bill  was  read  and 
ordered  to  the  third  reading. 

The  bill, entitled  "An  actio  extend  jotisJiction, 
in  certain  cases,  to  Stale  judges  and  State  courts," 
was  read  the  second  time,  and  referred  to  Messrs. 
MiTCHiLL,  Thacv,  and  Baldwin,  to  consider  and 
report  thereon. 

The  bill,  entitled  "Ad  aclaulhorizingadetach- 
menl  from  the  militia  of  the  United  Stales,"  was 
read  the  second  time,  and  referred  to  Messrs.  Soh- 
TER,  Smith,  of  Maryland,  and  Baldwin,  to  cod< 
sider  and  report  EhereoD. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  for  the  relief  of  Seih  Harding,  late  a  GapUin 
in  the  Navy  of  the  United  Stales,  as  in  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole,  and  ihe  bill  baring  been  report- 
ed to  the  House  without  amendment. 

Ordered,  That  it  pass  to  a  third  reading. 

The  bill  to  empower  George  Rapp  and  his  as- 
sociates, of  the  Society  of  Harmony,  to  purchasa 
certain  lands,  was  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  for  the  proteciioo  and  iDdemnificaiion  of  Ame- 
rican seamen,  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole ;  and 
the  farther  consideration  of  the  bill  was  postponed. 
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The  Frescdent  communicaied  a  letter  froni 
(he  Treasurer  df  the  United  Slalea.  with  his  gen- 
eral account  from  October  1, 1804,  to  Oclobfe^  1, 
1606 ;  also,  the  bccoudis  of  the  War  and  Navy 
Departments  for  the  same  period ;  which 
lead,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  1D«  table. 

Toe  following  Message  was  receired  fitnn  the 
Preaideot  of  the  United  Stales: 
To  the  Senate  and  Houte  of  Repraenlativei  .■ 

Bkving  received  tioin  Eundi;  merch*nta  of  Baltimore, 
a  memoiiil  on  Qie  lame  autject  with  thoae  which  I 
commuiiicate4  to  Congreu  with  Diy  message  of  17th 
inatant,  I  now  conUDBDiole  this  >1ki,  bi  a  proper  seijuel 
to  the  fortner,  uid  aa  making  a  part  of  the  mua  of  e 
dance  of  the  violaboiu  of  our  rights  on  the  ocean. 
TH.  JEFFERSON. 

JiHuiKi  29,  1B06. 

The  Message  and  paper  therein  mentioned  we 
read,  and  referred,  together  with  the  message  i 
ceived  on  the  ITlb  instant,  to  Messrs.  Smitb  of 
Maryland,  MiTCBtLL,  ANDBReoN,  LooaMi  Taacy, 
ADAua.  and  Baldwin,  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred,  on  the  15th  instaDt,  that  part  of  the 
Message  of  the  President  of  the  Uoitea  States,  at 
the  opening  of  the  session,  which  relates  '~  '*'  ~ 
Tiolations  of  neutral  rights. 

TanBSDAY,  January  SO*. 

The  hill  explanaiory  of  the  act,  entitled  "Ad 
set  further  providing  for  the  government  of  th; 
district  of  LoiiisiaDa,"  and  the  ordinance  of  Con- 
gress of  the  ISihofJuly,  1767,  was  r^  the  second 
ttme,and  referred  to  Messrs.  Wortbingon,  Moobe, 
and  Tracy,  to  conaider  and  report  thereon. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideraiion  of  the 
amendment  reported  to  the  bill  to  suspend  the 
commercial  iotetcourse  between  the  United  Slates 
and  the  French  island  of  St.  Domingo,  as  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  aud  the  further  consideration 
thereof  was  made  the  order  of  the  day  for  Mon- 
day nexL 

The  bill  for  tbe  relief  of  Seth  Hardiog,  late  a 
Captain  in  the  Nary  of  the  United  Stales,  was 
read  the  third  time  and  amended,  and  a  further 
amendment  proposed. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  making  provision  for 
defraying  the  extraordinary  expenses  attendiDZ 
the  intercourse  between  the  United  States  and 
foreign  natious,"  was  read  the  third  time. 

A  motion  was  made  to  amend  the  bill;  after 
debate. 

Ordered,  That  the  further  consideration  thereof 
be  postponed  until 


Fridat,  January  31. 

Mr.  Maclat,  from  the  commitieeio  whom  was 
referred,  on  the  22d  instant,  the  bill  entitled  "An 
act  for  the  reUef  of  the  Governor,  Secretary,  and 
Judzes,  of  the  late  territory  of  the  United  Stales 
noriDwest  of  the  river  Ohio,"  reported  the  same 
without  amendment. 

Ordered,  That  this  bill  pass  to  a  third  reading. 

The  Senate  resumed  tbe  consideration  of  the  re- 
port of  the  committee  to  whom  was  referred  tbe  { 


bill  aulhoriziog  the  sale  of  a  certain  lot  of  land, 
as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole ;  and  the  amend- 
ments proposed  having  been  adopted,  the  bill  was 
reported  to  the  House  with  the  amendments. 

Ordertd,  That  this  bill  pass  to  a  third  reading  as 
amended. 

Jieioleed,  That  provision  ought  to  be  made  by 
law  for  the  compensation  of  the  witnesses  who  at- 
tended, under  process,  the  trial  of  the  impeach- 
ment of  Samuel  Chase,  one  of  the  Judges  of  the 
United  Sutes;  and 

Ordered,  That  Messrs.  Batabd,  Baldwin,  and 
AHDEB80N,  be  a  committee  to  bring  in  a  bill  ac- 
cordingly. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  conalderation  of  the 
bill  for  the  protection  and  indemnification  of 
American  seamen. 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  Messrs.  Wbiobt, 
Baldwin,  Tracy,  Locah,  and  Shitb,  of  Mary- 
land, to  consider  and  report  thereon. 

The  third  reading  of  the  bill  for  the  relief  of 
Seth  Harding,  late  a  Captain  in  the  Navv  of  the 
United  States,  was  resumed,  and  the  further  con- 
sideration of  the  bill  was  postponed  to  Monday 

The  bill  to  repeal,  in  part,  the  fourth  section  of 

I  act,  entitled  "An  act  to  authorize  a  grant  of 

lands  to  the  French  iobabltants  of  Galliopolis,  and 

for  other  purposes  therein  mentioned,"  was  read 

the  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  bill  raakiug  a  further  appropriation  for  the 

pporl  of  the  library  wBsread  the  third  lime,  and 

A  message  from  the  House  of  BepreseaUtives 
Informed  the  Senate  that  tbe  House  have  pasaetl 

bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  repeal  so  much  of  any 
_-l  or  acts  as  authorize  the  receipt  of  evidences  of 
the  public  debt,  in  payment  for  lands  of  the  Uni- 
ted Slates,  and  lor  other  purposes,  relative  lo  the 
public  debt ;"  in  which  they  deaire  tbe  concorreBCC 
of  the  Senate. 

Aereeably  to  notice  given  on  the  28lh  iastant, 
Mr,  LooAH  asked  and  obtained  leave  to  brln^  in 
a  bill  for  the  punishment  of  persoDscoanierfei ting 
the  eurreni  coin  of  the  United  States,  and  for 
liber  purposes;  and  the  bill  was  read, ana  ordered 
to  the  second  reading. 

The  third  reading  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act 
making  provisioo  for  defraying  any  extraordinary 
expenses  attending  the  intercourse  between  tbe 
United  Stales  nod  foreign  nations,"  was  resumed; 
and,  on  the  questioo  to  amend  the  bill,  as  follows : 
After  the  words  "United  Steles,"  sec.  1,  insert 
"for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  by  negotiation,  or 
otherwise,  as  he  may  deem  most  expedient,  the 
free  navigation  of  the  river  St.  Lawrence,  as  His 
Britannic  Majesty's  territory,  lying  louth  and 
east  thereof,  or  any  other  territory  lying  east 
of  the  Mississippi,  and  south  of  the  aforesaid  rivet 
St.  Lawrence  not  owned  or  possessed  by  citizena 
if  the  United  Stales." 

It  was  determined  in  the  negative— yeas  10, 
nays  21,  as  follows: 

Yiis — Meaan.  Adorns,  Bayard,  Bradley,  Hillhoiue, 
Pickering,  Plumer,  Smith  of  TenDont,  Trary,  Whit^ 
and  Wright. 
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Nin— McMia.  Adair,  Andcnan,  Baldwin,  Condjl, 
Ttaaer.  Gaillard,  Oilmin,  Hovrluid,  Kitefael,  Logan, 
UidiT,  Mitchill,  Moore,  Smith,  of  Maryland,  Smith 
al  New  York,  Bmith  of  Ohio,  Smith  of  Tenntane,  Som- 
hr,  Tbrtiaton,  Tamer,  and  Worthington. 

Od  motion  to  amend  the  bill  by  mserliog,  in 
see.  1,  after  ihe  words  "United  Slates,"  "  towards 
ih«  setiling,  establishing,  and  defendiog,  the 
booDdaries  of  the  United  Stales;" 

II  was  determined  in  the  negalitre— yeas  10, 
nays  30,  as  follows: 

Yiii — Messrs.  Adams,  Bayard,  Bradley,  Gibnan, 
HaUnose,  Pickeiins,  Plumer,  Smith  of  Maryland, 
Tnwj,  and  While. 

Kits — Meaara.  Adair,  Anderson,  Baldwin,  Condit, 
Fcnner,  OaiQard,  Howlaod,  Kitchel,  Lof^an,  Maday, 
Moore,  Smith  of  Now  York,  Smith  of  OUo,  Smith  of 
TennenM,  Smiih  of  Varmonl,  Somter,  Thraslon,  Tor- 
ner,  Wratfaington,  and  Wright. 


MoHDAT,  Febrnary  3. 

The  bill  brought  np  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
seatatiTet  for  concurrence,  on  Friday  last,  entitled 
"An  act  to  repe&l  so  much  of  any  act  or  act;  as 
iQihoHze  the  receipt  of  eridences  of  the  public 
debt,  in  payment  for  lands  of  the  United  States, 
and  for  other  purposes  relative  to  the  public  debt," 
waa  read,  and  oraeted  to  the  second  reading. 

Mr.  MiTCBiLL  presented  the  memorial  of  the 
iohabi'taDis  of  the  town  of  Salem,  Id  Ihe  State  of 
Mastacbasetts,  complaining  of  oew  principles  and 

Xiiions  of  the  law  of  nations,  in  the  Admi- 
Courts  of  Great  Briraio,  end  slating  the 
gnat  losses  and  saStriags  induced  thereby  to  neu- 
tral commerce,  and  praying  the  interposition  of 
Oormiment ;  aod  the  memorial  was  read  and  re- 
ferred to  the  committee  appointed  on  the  ISlh  of 
January  last,  to  whom  was  also  referred  the  me- 
morial of  the  merchants  of  Baltimore,  on  a  simi- 
lar labjecl,  to  consider  and  report  thereon. 

Ur.  Mitchill  also  presented  the  memorial  of 
the  Eoremor  of  the  hospital  in  the  city  of  New 
Tori,  stating  the  inadeanHcy  of  the  prorisioni 
made  for  the  sappori  of  Ametiean  seamen,  from 
time  lo  lime  admitted  into  that  hospital,  and  pray- 
ing an  increase  of  the  fnnds  for  that  purpose ; 
and  die  memorial  was  read,  and  referred  to  Mes- 
srs. MiTcyiLL,  AoAua.  and  Smith,  of  Maryland, 
to  consider  tod  report  ihereon. 

The  bill  for  the  punishment  of  persons  counter- 
feiting Ihe  cntrent  coin  of  the  United  States,  and 
for  other  purposes,  was  read  the  second  time,  and 
referred  to  Messrs.  Looam,  BATAan,  and  Tbact, 
to  consider  and  report  thereon. 

Mr.  PicKBniira  presented  the  memorial  of  the 
mercbaats  of  Boston,  stating  great  injuries  sus- 
taioed  by  the  aggreasiona  of  the  belligerent  Pow- 
ers, and  particularly  from  the  recent  construction 
of  tbe  law  of  nations  respecttog  neutral  com- 
merce, in  the  Admiralty  Courts  of  Oreat  Britain; 
and  the  memorial  was  read,  and  referred  to  the 
committee  appoialed  on  the  15th  January,  to 
whom  were  referred  also  the  memorial  of  the 
laerehanls  of  Baltimore  and  of  the  town  of  Ba- 
Wn.  on  the  same  aubject. 


A  letter  has  been  receifed  from  the  Gonnior  of 
South  Oaiolina,  covering  an  act  of  the  Legislature  of 
that  Stale,  ceding  to  the  United  States  various  fort*  and 
Ibrtifi cations,  and  sites  for  the  erection  of  forte  in  that 
State,  on  the  conditions  therein  eipreaud.  This  let- 
t«  and  the  act  it  corertd  are  now  cammuntcated  to 
CoDgrew. 

I  am  not  informed  whether  the  positions  ceded  are 
the  best  which  can  be  taken  for  securing  their  reapeet- 
at  otyects.  No  doubt  ia  entertained  that  the  L^sla- 
ture  deemed  them  such.  Tbe  river  of  Beaufort,  par- 
ticalariy,  aaid  to  be  acceuible  to  ships  of  very  large 
sixp,  and  capable  of  yielding  them  a  protection  which 
they  cannot  find  elsewhere,  but  very  fiu  to  the  north, 
is,  from  these  circumstances,  so  interesting  to  the 
Union  in  general,  as  to  merit  particular  attalttion  and 
inquiry,  as  to  the  positions  on  it  beat  calculated  &r 
health  B>  well  as  nfety. 

TH.  JEFFERSON. 

FiaacABi  3,  1806. 

The  Message  and  papers  referred  to  were  read, 
and  ordered  lo  lie  for  consideration. 
To  the  Senate  and  Haute  of 

SepraenlaiiBu  of  the  IMHed  Staiet  .■ 

In  the  course  of  the  last  year,  the  following  treaties 
and  cooventions  for  the  extinguishment  of  Indian  title 
to  land  within  our  limits,  were  entered  into  on  behalf 
of  the  United  Sutes: 

A  treaty  between  the  United  States  and  the  Wjran- 
dots,  Ottawa,  Chippeway,  Munsee,  Delaware,  Sbaw- 
BDse,  ^d  Fottawatamy  nations  of  Indians. 

A  treaty  between  the  United  States  and  the  agent* 
of  the  Connecticnt  land  company  on  one  part,  and  the 
Wyindot,  Ottawa,  Chippewa,  Moiuee,  Delaware,  Fot- 
tawatamy, and  Shawanee  nations  of  Indians. 

A  treaty  between  tbe  United  States  and  the  Dela- 
wares,  Fottawatamies,  Miamts,  Eeel  rrvers,  and  Weas. 

A  treaty  between  the  United  States  and  Ihe  Chick- 
asaw nation  of  Indians. 

Two  treaties  between  the  United  States  and  the 
Cherokee  Indians. 

ention  between  Ihe  United  States  and  the 
Creek  nation  of  Indians. 

The  Senate  having  advised  and  consented  .to  the 

raUGcation  of  these  several  treaties  and  conventions,  I 

lay  them  before  both  Houses  of  Congiew,  for  tlw 

;ise  of  their  Canstitntioual  powers,  as  to  the  means 

of  fulfilling  them. 

TH.  JEFFERSON. 

FsaacAkT  3,  1806. 

The  Message  was  read,  and  ordered  lo  lie  for 
consideration. 

On  motion,  the  galleries  were  cleared,  and  the 
doors  of  the  Senate  Chamber  closed ;  and,  after 
the  consideration  of  the  confidential  business,  iha 
Senate  adjourned. 

TnEsnAY,  February  4. 

^jAULEY,  from  the  committee  to  whom 

was  referred,  on  the  13tb  of  December  last,  the 
ntilled  "An  act  prohibiting,  for  a  limited 

,  the  exportation  of  arms  and  amniuoitiua 

from  the  United  Suies,  and  the  territories  there- 
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of,"  repotted  ihe  bill  wilh  amendmeDts;  vhich 
were  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  for  cODsideraiioQ. 

The  bill,  emitted  "  An  aol  to  repeal  so  much  of 
any  act  or  acts  as  mihorfze  the  receipt  of  evi- 
dences of  Ihe  public  debt  in  psyra^ot  of  lands  of 
Ihe  Uniled  States,  and  for  other  purposes  relative 
to  the  public  debt,"  was  read  the  second  time,  and 
referred  to  Messrs.  Tract,  Worthinoton,  and 
Baldwin,  to  contidar  and  report  (hereon. 

Mr.  Batard,  from  the  coiainitlee  appointed  on 
tbe  31st  of  January  last,  on  the  subject,  reported 
a  bill  making  provision  for  ibe  coinpensatidn  of 
witnesses  who  attended  the  trial  of  tbe  impeach- 
ment of  Samuel  Cha^e;  and  die  bill  was  read, 
and  ordered  lo  the  second  reading. 

Mr.  SuiTn,  of  Maryland,  from  the  committee 
appointed  the  3Ut  of  December  last,  to  consiiler 
the  petition  of  tbe  lawyers  praclisiog  at  the  ha: 
of  the  Supteme  Court  of  New  Orleans,  asked  and 
obtained  leave  to  report  by  bill  or  otherwise ;  aod 
he  reported  a  bill  relating  to  tbe  salaries  of  the 
Judges  of  New  Orleans ;  which  bill  was  read,  and 
ordered  to  the  second  reading. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  Ibe  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
a  hill,  entitled  "An  act  for  altering  the  lime  for 
holding  the  circuit  court  in  the  district  of  North 
CaroUna,"  in  which  bill  they  desire  the  concur- 
tence  of  tbe  Senate.  . 

The  bill  w^s  read,  and  ordered  to  ihe  second 
reading. 

The  Senate  took  into  consideralion  (he  amend- 
meots  reported  by  the  conmittee,  on  the  bill  to 
suspend  me  commercial  intercourse  between  the 
United  Stales  and  ihe  Freneh  island  of  St.  Do- 
mingo, Rs  in.  Committee  of  the  Whole;  and,  on 
motion,  it  was  agreed  to  strike  out  the  first  sec- 
tion of  the  original  bill,  after  the  word  -'that"  in 
the  enacting  clause ;  and  a  motion  Was  inade  to 
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•on  or  petKinB  resident  vilbtn  any  put  of  the  iBl&od  >)f 
8t.  Domingo  not  in  posBeuian  and  under  tbe  ucknovr- 
ledged  Ooveriunent  of  France,  shsU  be,  and  from  and 
after  ■  is  hereby,  piolubiled:  And  any  ship  or  ves- 
•d,  owned,  hired,  or  emplojed,  wholly  or  in  part,  by 
any  person  or  penomi  resident  within  the  United  States, 
after  that  time,  or  ftoia  any  other  port  in  America,  after 

the day  of  — —  neit;  or  (roin  any  other  port 

whatever,  after  the day  of neit,  which,  con- 
trary to  the  intent  hereof,  shall  be  voluntarily  cBrrifld, 
or  ibHll  be  destined  to  proceed,  whelhti'  directly,  or 
Irom  any  intermediate  port  or  place,  la  any  port  or 
place  wKhin  the  island  of  8L  Domingo,  and  not  in  pos- 
sesion, and  under  the  acknowledged  Government  or 
France;  and  also  any  cargo  which  shril  be  found  on 
board  of  such  ship  or  vessel,  when  detected  and  inter- 
rupted in  saeb  unlawful  purpose,  or  at  her  return  from 
such  voyage  to  the  United  Stales,  shall  be  nhoUy  for- 
feited, and  may  be  sciied  and  condemned  in  any  court 
of  the  Uniled  States:" 

It  passed  in  ihe  affirmative-^yeas  S2,  nays  9,  as 
follows: 

Yeas — Messrs.  Adair,  Andcison,  Baldwin,  Bradlef, 
Gondii,  Penner,  Gaillaid,  Gilman,  Howland,  Kildiel, 


TbrustoD,  Turner,  Wonhington,  and  Wright. 

"lis— Meaars.  Baytid,  UiUhouse,  Pickering,  Pin- 
Smith  of  Ohio,  Smith  t>l  Vermont,  Stone,  Tiaey, 
and  While. 

And,  after  debaie,  the  further  oonBideratton  of 
Ibis  bill  was  postpoaed  until  lo-morrow. 

The  following  resdutjons  were  submitted  for 
consideration : 

Raohtd,  That  the  President  of  the  United  States 
be  requested  to  cansa  to  be  laid  beforo  tbe  Benate  s 
statement  of  the  value  of  the  merchandise  exported 
from  the  Uniled  Stales  and  its  terrilories,  to  that  part 
of  the  island  ofBt  Domingo  called  Hayti,  and  of  the 
goods  imported  from  thence  into  the  United  States  ; 
also,  of  the  quantity  of  tonnage  employed  in  the  aaid 
trade  ;  also,  of  the  dudes  levied  and  collected  withiii 
the  United  States  and  the  territories,  from  said  imports. 

Raohtd,  That  the  President  of  the  United  Staiea 
be  requested  to  cause  to  be  laid  before  tbe  Senate  if,  ia 
his  opinion,  the  same  can  be  done  wilh  propriety,  copies 
of  such  letters  as  have  passed  between  tbe  Executive 
of  the  Uniled  States  and  Ibe  French  Hiniiter,  reluira 
to  the  trade  carried  on  by  the  American  merchants,  to 
that  part  of  SU  Domingo  caDed  Hayti. 

WnDNEanAY,  February  5. 
Tbe  PREainEKT  laid  before  the  Senat?  the  re- 
port of  Ihe  Commissioners  of  ihe  Sinking  Fund, 
staling  (bat  the  measures  which  have  been  au- 
thorized by  the  Board  subsequent  to  iheir  report 
of  5tb  February.  1805,  so  far  as  the  same  have  beea 
completed,  are  fully  detailed-  in  the  report  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  lo  the  Board,  dated  the 
4th  of  the  present  month;  and  in  the  slaleoient* 
therein  referedlo,  which  are  herewith  transmiKed, 
and  prayed  to  be  considered  as  part  of  tbe  rei«wl- 
And   the  report  was  read,  and  ordered  lo  lie  foe 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  from  (he  committee 
appginted  the  15ih  of  January  last,  on  that  part 
of  the  Message  of  Ihe  President  of  (be  Uniled 
Stales,  which  relates  to  the  spoliation  of  our  com- 
merce on  the  high  seas,  and  informs  us  of  new 
principles  assumed  by  Ihe  Britiah  Courts  of  Ad- 
miralty, as  a  pretext  for  the  condemnalion  of  our 
vessels  in  their  prize  courts,  made  report,  and  the 
report  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  for  consid- 
eraiioD. 

The  motion,  that  it  be 

Retohed,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  inquire 
why  tbe  expenditures  in  Ihe  Navy  Department,  for  the 
year  lOG,  have  so  far  exceeded  the  appropriations  for 
the  same,  and  report  thereon  to  the  Senate; 
was  resumed  and  adopted ;  and  ordered  that 
it  be  referred  to  tbe  committee  appointed  on  the 
2Sih  January  last,  to  make  inquiry  into  (he  spe- 
cific eipeudiiures  of  the  respective  d^attmenu, 
to  report  ther«on. 

The  bill  making  provision  for  the  compensa- 
tion of  witnesses  whoattended  the  trial  of  the  im- 
peachment of  Samuel  Chase,  was  read  ihe  second 
time,  and  ordered  to  the  third  reading. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  altering  the  time 
of  holding  thecircuil  court  iu  the  district  of  Noitti 
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CaToUoa."  wu  tvad  ifae  second  Hme,  and  refened 
to  )ten3.  AiuiB,  BTOKii,  and  Tbbdstok,  to  cod- 
stder  and  report  thereon. 
On  motioa, 

Tlat  tb«  8eTg«ant-at-Aniu  receive  in  his  Bttand- 
■■ceittbe  Court  of  laqMtcbaiMilfbrUM  dial  of  Judge 
CbMe,  «MBpeiM»ti«H  fer  tweaty-«eveii  daja  BUeadaoce, 
tf  the  nto  of  fi*edoUanper  (Uy;  ud 

That  the  Asuitaot  Doorkeeper  laeeiTe  at  the  me 
<rftwa  doUare  per  dty,  during  the  itid  trial,  to  ba  paid 
<Bt  at  the  cMitiogvat  Aiade  of  tbe  Benate  : 

Ordered,  Tbattbismotion  lierorconrideraiioii. 

The  BeoBle  took  iaio  considetation  (be  first  re«- 
oliiEioii  aabmilled  yesterday ;  hnd.  od  the  ques- 
tion to  agree  to  the  said  resoluiion,  as  follows : 

Saotved,  That  the  Presideni  of  the  United  States 
Wreqaeeted  to  caiue  to  be  laid  before  the  Senaleastate- 
■cDt  of  the  valae  of  the  merebandiae  exported  from 
dte  United  States  aad  its  twriCoTies,  to  that  part  of  the 
idand  oTSt.  DoniDgo  called  Hayti,  and  of  the  goods 
imported  from  thence  into  the  United  Statea;  also, 
ii(4ie  qnanti^  of  tonriage  employed  in  the  said  trade; 
dKk,  of  the  dnties  levied  and  coUeded  within  the  Um- 
mi  States  and  the  territories;  th>m  said  imports ; 

It  passed  in  the  negatire — yeas  9,  nays  83,  as 

YiAB — Messn.  AdsmB,  Bayard,  HiUheuse,  Piekar- 
ing,  Plomer,  Smith  of  Ohio,  Traey,  While,  and  Wright. 
Nixa — Messsrs.  Adair,  Anderson,  Baldwin,  Brad- 
ley, Condit,  Fenoer,  Gaillarii,  Gilman,  Hon  land,  Kitoh- 
d,  Logan,  Maday,  MitchiD,  Moore,  Smith  of  Mary- 
Ind,  Smith  of  New  Yoril,  Smith  of  Tennessee,  Smith 
of  Vermont,  Stone,  Sumter,  Turner,  and  WoitbingtOD. 

The  Senate  took  into  con  si  derail  on  the  second 
lesolution  submitted  yesterdajr;  aad  on  the  qties- 
tim  to  agree  to  the  said  reeolutioD,  a«  follows ; 

Raohtd,  ThatthePrendent  of  the  United  States  be 
reqneated  to  cause  to  be  laid  before  the  Senate,  i(  iji  hi* 
eptauon,  the  same  can  be  done  with  propriety,  copies  of 
•och  letkerv  sa  have  passed  between  Uie  BxecntiTe  of  the 
Caited  Stales  and  the  French  Minister,  relative  to  the 
trade  carried  on  by  the  American  merchants  to  that 
part  of  St.  Domiogo  calleil  Hayti. 

It  passed  in  the  negalire — yeas  10.  nays  31,  as 
foUovri: 

Yaia — Messs.  Adams,  Bayard,  Htllbooss,  Picker- 
iag,  Plamer,  Smith  of  Ohio,  Stone,  Tracy,  White,  and 
Wright. 

Nats' — Meiin.  Adair^  Anderson,  Baldwin,  Bradley, 
Cendil,  Fenoer,  Gaillanl,  Howland,  Kitchel,  Logao, 
Maclay,  Milchill,  Moore,  Smith  of  Maryiand,  Smith  of 
New  York,  Smith  of  Tennessee,  Smith  of  Vermont, 
SiuntcT,  ThrUBlon,  Turner,  and  WorLhington. 

A  DaesMse  froni  the  Hotue  of  HepreseDtaltTea 
bfonned  ifie  Senate  thai  the  House  have  passed 
t  bill,  entitled  "An  act  regulating-  bonds  git'eD  by 
marshals  -,"  ia  which  ihey  desire  the  concurrence 
of  the  Senate. 

The  bill  was  read,  and  ordered  to  tbe  second 
ing. 

Tbe  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  amendmeDls  te- 
^rted  to  the  bill  to  suspend  the  commercial  in- 
tercourse beCireen  the  Uaited  Stales  .and  the 
French  ialand  of  St.  Domitiga  ;  and  a  motioa  was 
lude  to  strike  out  ell  the  words  reported  by  the 


special  committee  as  a  second  section,  afWr  the 
word,  "that,"  in  the  enacting  clause,  and  to  sub- 
siiiute  an  amendment ;  and,  0"  "•"'I'"'  ii.o  «on_ 


a,  the  Sen- 


ate adjourned. 

TaoBSDAV,  February  6. 
The  bill  relating  to  tbe  salaries  of  the  Judges 
of  New  Orleans,  was  read  the  jecond  time. 
The  following  Message  was  received  from  the 

To  Iht  Senate  and  Hoate  of 

Rtpreienialiva  of  the  United  State* .' 
Since  the  date  of  my  MeEiage  of  Jonaary  17th,  a 
letter  of  the  26th  of  November  hoi  been  received  fiom 
the  Minister  Plenipotentiary  of  the  United  States,  at 
London,  covering  one  from  the  Secretary  for  Foreign 
Aflaira  of  that  Government,  which,  being  on  the  sub- 
ject of  that  Message,  is  now  transmitted  for  the  infor- 
mation of  Congress.  Although  nothing  forbids  the 
substance  of  these  letters  from  being  communicsted 
irithout  reserve,  yet,  so  many  ill  eSecta  proceed  from  the 
publications  of  correspondences  between  Ministers  re- 
maining still  in  office,  that  1  cannot  but  recommAd 
that  these  letters  be  net  permitted  to  be  fbraally  pub- 

TH.  JEFFERSON. 

FsBkcriki  6, 1806. 

The  Message  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  for 
consideration. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  t^ird  reading  of  the 
bill,  entitled  "An  act  making  provision  for  defray- 
ing any  cxtraotdiDaty  expenses  attending, ihe  in- 
tercourse between  the  United  Slates  and  foreign 
nations;  and, 

On  motion  that  the  bill,  and  message  frotn  the 
Houaeof  Representatives  accoEapanying- the  same, 
be  referred  to  a  select  committee,  with  instruc- 
tions to  inquire  and  report  lo  the  Senate  their 
opioLiin,  whether  West  Florida  was  or  was  not 
included  in  tbe  cession  of  Louisiana  to  the  UnU 
led  States  by  the  treaty  with  France,  concluded 
on  the  30th  of  April,  1803,  together  with  the  evi- 
dence upon  whicn  such  an  opinion  may  be  sop- 
ported  i  it  was  deteriuined  in  the  negative— yeas 
S,iuyt:>3,Bsiollo»s: 

YiAB — Heasn.  Adair,  Adams,  Bayard,  Hillhoose, 
Pickering,  Plumer,  Tracy,  and  While. 

Nats — Meters.  Anderson,  BahJvtn,  Bradley,  Gon- 
dii, Fennor,  Gaillaid,  Oilman,  Hoivland,  Kitchel,  Lo- 
gan, Maclay,  Milchill.Moore.  Smith  of  Maryland,  Smith 
of  New  York,  Stnith  of  Tennessee,  Smith  of  Vermont, 
Stone,  Sumter,  Thruaton,  Turner,  Worthington.  and 
Wright. 

On  motion  lo  postpone  the  luither  consideration 
of  the  bill  Hi  this  time,  and  to  take  up  the  follow- 
ing reeoluiiun : 

Xetolvtd,  That  tbe  Prealdent  be  requested  to  lay  be- 
fi>re  tbe  Senate  the  inatnictians  given  lo  Messrs.  Mon- 
roe and  Pinckney,  late  Ministers  of  the  United  State* 
to  the  Court  of  Spain,  together  with  the  facts  and  ar- 
guments exhibiiod  by. them,  in  their  negotiatioa,  in 
support  of  their  claims  to  territories  eaatward  of  the 
Misossippi,  as  far  B>  the  river  Pardido,  and  of  lerriteiy 
on  tbe  western  side  of  the  Missiasippi,  as  far  as  the 
Kio  Bravo;  Ihe  essay  of  Mr.  CevaUoa,  the  Minister  of 
His  Catholic  MajoMy,  in  answer  lo  ooi  Mtnistsie,  in 
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]  weitern  limit* ;  and  uij  other  docn- 
,  MKwkin,  tending  to  estibliA  the  right' 
fill  bcrandariM  orLonuiana. 
It  passed  in  the  negalive. 

Friday,  February  7. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  relaiiog  lo  bonds 
given  bj  marahals,"  nas  read  tLe  second  time, 
and  ordered  lo  be  referred  lo  Messrs.  MitchiLl, 
Stonb,  and  WoRTaiNQTON,  to  consider  and 
port  tbereoo. 

JHr.  HcLLHODBE  presented  the  petition  of  Timo- 
thy Mix.  a  lieutenant  in  the  Reroluiionaiy  war, 
and  wounded  in  that  service,  and  praying  that  bis 
pension,  for  the  Teinainder  of  his  life,  may  be  made 
e^ual  to  a  lieutenant's  half-pay,  for  reasons  men- 
tioned in  the  petition  ;  which  was  read. 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  (o  the  committee 
appointed  on  the  30th  of  December  last,  lo  whom 
was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  ''Ad  act  roakiog 
provision  for  pereona  that  have  been  disabled  by 
kiRwn  wounas  received  io  the  actual  service  of 
the  United  Slates  during  the  Revolutionary  war," 
to  consider  and  report  thereon. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  third  reading  of  the 
bill,  entitled  "An  act  making  provision  for  defray- 
ing any  extraordinary  expenses  attending  the  in- 
tercourse between  the  United  States  and  foreign 

On  motion  lo  postpone  the  further  considera- 
tion of  the  bill  at  this  time,  and  to  lake  up  (he  fol- 
lowing resolution : 

Baolved,  That  the  Preaident  of  the  United  States 
be  Teqneited  to  renew  our  negotiation*  widi  tiie  Span- 
iah  Oovermnent,  in  such  b  manner  aa  may  bring  every 
■abject  in  coDboveny  between  the  two  ooantriei  to  • 
■peedy  termination,  equally  advantageous  lo  both." 


two  millions."  section  one,  and,  io  lien  thereof, 
insert  "one  million;"  a  division  was  called  for, 
and  the  question  on  striking  out  was  determined 
in  the  negative— yeas  13,  oays  18,  as  follows : 

Yiis — Measn.  Adair,  Adams,  Bayard,  Bradley,  Gil- 
man,  Hillhoow,  Logan,  Mitchill,  Pickering,  Plumer, 
Stone,  Traey,  and  While. 

N*»s — Metsta.  Anderwin,  Baldwin,  Condit,  Fenner, 
OaUlard,  Howland,  Kitchel,  Macla;,  Moore,  Smith  of 
Maryland,  Smith  of  New  York,  Hmitti  of  Temnesaae, 
Smith  of  Vermont,  Snmter,  Thruston,  Turner,  Worth- 
iugton,  and  Wright. 

On  motion,  to  amend  the  bill,  by  inserting  after 
the  word  "  applied,"  in  ihe  first  section,  the  words 
"for  the  purchase  from  the  Spanish  Government 
of  their  territories  lying  on  the  Atlantic  ocean 
and  Gulf  of  Mexico,  and  eastward  of  the  river 
Miuijsippi,"  it  passed  in  the  negative — veas  9, 
nays  90,  as  follows: 


On  motion  lo  postpone  the  consideTstion  of  the 
hill  until  Monday  next,  it  pasMd  in  the  negative. 

On  motion  to  agree  to  the  final  passage  of  the 
bill,  it  passed  in  the  affirmative — yeas  17,  nsys 
11,  as  follows: 

Yeas — Messra.  Anderson,  Baldwin,  Condit,  Fenner, 
Gaillard,  Howland,  Kitchel.  Mselay,  Moore,  Smith  «f 
Maryland,  Bmitb  of  New  York,  Smith  of  TenneMea, 
Smith  of  Vermont,  Thmiton,  Tiimar,  Worthingten, 
asd  Wright. 

NiTt— Mcsars.  Adair,  Adams,  Beyanl,  Gilman,  HiU- 
honae,  Pid^ering,  Plumer,  Stone,  Sumter,  Tracy,  and 
White. 

So  it  was  Hetolved,  That  this  bill  post. 

OrtferwJ,  ThattheSecretaryacquaiDttbeHouae 
of  Representatives  with  Ihe  concurrence  of  the 
Senate  in  this  bill. 


Monday,  February  10. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  antendments  re- 
ported to  the  bill  to  suspend  checommercial  inter* 
course  between  the  United  States  and  the  French 
island  of  St.  Domingo ;  and,  having  amended  the 
report,  it  was  in  part  adopted,  ana  the  bill  was 
reported  to  the  House  accordingly;  and  the  hill 
having  been  further  amended. 

Ordered,  That  it  pass  to  tlie  third  reading  as 
amended. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representative* 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  declaring  the  assent  of 
Congress  to  an  act  of  the  Cileoeral  Assembly  of 
the  State  of  North  Carolina ;"  a  bill,  entitled 
"  An  act  declaring  the  consent  of  Congress  to  an 
act  of  the  Slate  of.  South  Carolina,  passed  on  the 
21st  day  of  December,  1804,  so  far  as  the  same 
relale^to  authorizing  the  City  Council  of  Charles- 
ton to  impose  and  collect  a  duty  on  the  tonnage 
of  vessels  from  foreign  ports;"  also,  a  bill,  entitled 
"An  act  to  regulate  and  Gi  the  compensation  of 
officers  of  the  Senate  and  House  of  Represenla- 
.;"  in  which  bills  they  desire  the  concurrence 
of  the  Senate. 

The  bills  brought  up  for  consideration  were 
read,  and  ordered  lo  the  second  reading. 

Mr.  Wriqht,  from  the  committee  towhomwaa 
referred,  on  the  Slst  of  January  last,  the  bill  for 
the  protection  and  indemniBcaiion  of  American 
seamen,  reported  it  wilhoot  amendment. 

Mr.  THHU8T0N.  from  ibe  committee  to  whom 
was  referred,  do  the  5th  instant,  the  bill,  entitled, 
"  An  act  for  altering  the  time  for  holding  the  cir- 
cuit court  in  the  district  of  Norih  Carolina,"  re- 
ported the  bill  with  amendments;  which  were 
read,  and  ordered  to  lie  for  consideration. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  third  reading  of  the 
bill  for  the  relief  of  Seih  Harding,  late  a  captain 
"  the  United  States  ;  and,  on  mo- 
lut  the  word  -'  that,"  in  the  third 
of  the  bill,  and  insert— 
g,  Ibrmeriy  a  captain  in  the  Nav^  of 
a,  daring  the  war  of  the  Ee*olation, 
penaion  list  of  the  United  Statoa,  and 
QiM  of  January  last,  for  and  during 
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Sehatb. 


Ui  Gfc,  ■  psiuian  of  ths  half  p>j  of  a  captain  of  ahipi 
of  tmatj  guna  and  up  wards,  according  to  tha  paj  e«- 
'  tablijhed  bj  tbe  leaolulioii  of  Congien  of  the  IGtb  of 
Soramber,  1776;" 

Ii  passed  in  tbe  xegative. 

Oa  moiidu  to  agree  to  the  fiDalpassH^e  of  this 
bill,  il  was  detenained  in  the  affirmatire — yeas 
19^  nays  8,  as  follows: 

Tail — Meaara.  Adair,  And«»oD,  Bayaid,  Bradlsj, 
OaiUaid,  HiUbotue,  Howland,  Kitchel,  Lopn,  hUcIaj, 
MitcbiD,  Bnith  af  Maijknd,  Smith  of  Vwmont,  Sum- 
tar,  ThnialOD,  Tarnor,  White,  WarthingtOB,  and 
WrighL 

Hkji — Meaara.  Adama,  Baldwin,  Mooi^  Pickering, 
PhuocT,  Smith  of  New  YoA,  Smidi  of 


So  it  wai  Racittd,  That  thia  bill  do  pass,  thai 
it  be  eofrossed,  and  that  the  title  thereof  be  "Ad 
act  for  tbe  relief  of  Seih  Harding,  acaptain  in  the 
N»r  of  tbe  United  States." 


ToESOAY,  February  11. 

The  bill,  entitled  "Ad  act  lo  regulate  and  Si 
tbe  compeDsatioQ  of  officers  of  ibe  Senate  aod 
House  of  Re pceseni stives,"  wrs  read  the  second 
time  and  referred  to  Messri.  Thacv,  Andehsok, 
ud  fijLi-DwiN,  to  consider  and  report  thereon. 

The  bill,  ei)[illed  "  Ad  act  declaring  the  asseot 
i^ Congress  to  an  act  of  the  General  Assembl]'  of 
the  Siaie  of  North  Carolina,"  was  read  the  second  < 
daie,  and  referred  to  Messrs.  Bradlev.  Andeb- 
■OH  and  TflACY,  to  consider  and  report  tneteon. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  declaring  the 


far  isihenine  relates  to  tbe  authorizing  the  City 
Council  of  Cbarleaion  lo  impose  and  collect  a 
duty  OD  the  tonnage  of  vessels  from  foreign  ports," 
was  read  the  second  time,  and  referred  to  Messrs. 
OaiLLABi*,  Stonb,  and  Apahs,  to  coasider  and 
report  tbereOD. 

The  Senate  took  into  consideration  tbe  resolu- 
tioDE  proposed  on  the  19th  of  December  last,  rela- 
lire  to  iheopening  one  or  more  land  offioeH  in  [he 
Slate  of  Tennessee,  for  the.  sale  of  lands  of  the 
United  States  in  that  State  on  which  the  Indlaa 
title  ihsU  have  been  extinguished ;  and  they  were 
refetiedioMessrs.BRADLEv,  Tracy,  end  Ahoer- 
BON,  to  consider  and  report  thereon. 

The  bill  aaihorizing  the  sale  of  a  certain  lot  of 
land,  was  read  the  third  lime  and  passed 

The  bilJ  making  provision  for  the  compensation 
of  witnesses  whoaiiended  the  trial  of  tbe  inipeach- 
iQfDt  of  Samuel  Chase,  was  read  the  third  time 
ind  passed. 

Tbe  bill,  brought  up  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
seaiaiiTrs  for  concurrence,  enlilled  "An  act  for 
the  relief  of  the  Oovernor,  Secretary,  and  Judges, 
of  the  Territory  of  ibe  United  Stales  Northwest 
of  the  river  Ohio,"  was  read  the  third  lime,  and 
passed. 

The  bUl  to  suspend  tbe  commercial  intercourse 
between  the  Uoited  States  and  th«  French  island 
of  St.  Domingo,  was  read  the  third  time  and 
intended ;  and  tUe  bill  was  cotnmiiied  to  Messrs. 


Baldwin,  Logan,  and  BaADi/ET,  further  to  con- 
sider and  repurl  thereon. 

The  Senate  look  into  consideration  the  amend- 
ments reported  on  tbe  fourth  instant  to  (he  bill, 
entitled  ''  An  act  prohibiting,  for  a  limited  time, 
the  exportation  of  arms  and  ammunition  from  the 
United  States^  and  the  Territoriea  thereof,"  as  in 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  and  having  adapted 
the  amendments,  the  bill  was  reported  to  the  House 
accordingly,  and  ordered  to  tbe  third  reading  as 
amended. 

WEntjESDAY,  February  12. 

The  amendments  reported  bvthe  committee  lo 
the  hill,  entitled  ■'  An  aei  for  altering  the  lime  for 
holding  Ihe  circuit  court  in  ihe  district  of  North 
Carolina,"  were  considered  and  adopted ;  and  (he 
bill  was  reported  to  the  House  accordingly,  and 
ordered  lo  the  third  reading  as  amended. 

Mr.  MiTCBiLL,  from  the  commiitee  to  whom 
was  referred,  on  the  sevenih  instant,  Ihe  bill,  enti- 
tled "An  act  relating  iQ  bonds  given  by  marshalB," 
reported  ihe  bill  with  amendmenls,  which  were 
read,  and  ordered  to  lie  for  consideration. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill  relating  to  (he  salaries  of  the 
judges  of  New  OiteanSr  and  the  consideration 
thereof  was  post poued. 

After  the  consideration  of  the  Executive  basi- 
ness,  the  following  resolution  was  submilled  bv 
Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland;  and  having  been  reaa, 
was  ordered  to  Jie  for  conaideration : 

Boohed,  That,  fram  and  after  the day  of— 

next,  it  ahall  not  be  lawfiil  lo  impott  into  tho  VniUd 
States,  on  board  any  foreign  ship,  any  goods,  watea,  or 
merchandise,  other  than  such  as  are  tha  growth,  pro- 
duce,  or  manufacture,  of  tbe  nation  to  which  such  for- 
eign  ibip  ahaJt  belong,  except  on  hoii  the  abipa  of  auch 
foreign  nationB  who  admit  tbe  importation  into  theii 

nof  goods,  although  tbe;  are  not  ths  growth,  pro- 
,  oriaantibctuie,of  the  United  Staler  in  the  dkipa 
oi  T«aaela  of  the  United  Sutea. 

Mr.  Abams  gave  notice  that  he  should,  to-mor- 
row, ask  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  prevent  the 
abuse  of  ihe  privileges  and  immunities  enjoyed 
by  foreign  Ministers  within  the  United  States. 

The  bill,  entitled  "Anact  piohibiting,  for  a  lim- 
ited lime,  the  exportation  of  arms  and  ammuni- 
tion, from  the  United  States  and  ihe  Territories 
I  hereof,"  was  resumed;  and  the  further  consid- 
eration of  (he  bill  postponed  until  Ihe  first  day  of 
March  next. 

BRITISH  A00RE88I0NS. 

The  Senate  resumed  (be  report  of  the  comiiii(- 
tee,  of  the  fifth  iostaoi,  on  (bat  patt  of  (be  Mes- 
sase  of  the  President  of  the  United  States  which 
relates  to  the  spoliation  of  our  commerce  on  the 
high  seas,  and  of  the  new  principles  assumed  by 
the  British  Courts  of  Admiralty,  as  a  pretext  for 
the  condemnation  of  our  vessels,  in  their  prize 
courts,  to  wit : 

I.  IU»oktd,  That  the  capture  and  condemnation, 
under  the  orders  of  the  British  GovemoiBat,  and  adjti- 
dicationa  of  their  Courts  of  Admiratty,  of  American  vea- 
aela  and  theix  eargoea,  oa  the  pretext  of  theii  being  nu- 
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ployed  in  a  trade  with  ths  enemin  of  Great  Britain, 
prohibited  in  time  of  peace,  ie  an  unprovoked  aggres- 
sion upon  the  property  of  the  citizens  ofKhefe  United 
Slates,  a  Tiolation  of  their  nentral  right*,  and  an  en- 
cnucbment  npsn  theii  national  independence. 

Z.  Raohred,  That  the  PreiiaenlaftheUnitedStates 
be  Tsqunled  to  demand  and  ineist  upon  the  restoration 
of  the  property  of  their  dtiiMiB,  oaptiued  u>d  con- 
demned an  the  preleilof  iti  being  employed  in  a  trade 
Trilh  the  enemies  of  Great  Britain,  prohibited  in  time 
of  peace ;  and  upon  tbe  indemtiificatiaD  of  such  Ame- 
rican citizens,  for  their  losses  and  damages  sustained 
by  theee  captures  and  condemnatione;  end  to  enter  into 
such  arrangements  nith  (he  Britiah  Government,  on 
Ihie  and  all  other  difleiences  subsiiUng  betaeen  the  tno 
nitioDS,  and  particularly  respecting  the  impressment  of 
American  iSHmen,  as  may  be  consielent  nitb  ttie  Iwnar 
»nJ  intereete  of  the  United  Stales,  and  manifest  their 
earnest  desire  to  obtain  for  lltemselves  and  their  citi- 
lens,  by  amicable  negotiBtion,  that  justice  to  which 
llie;  are  endiled. 

3.  Raolved,  Thstitieeipedient  to  prohibit  by  taw  the 
importation  into  the  United  States  of  any  of  ttie  follow- 
ing goods,  wares,  or  merchandise ,  being  the  growth,  pro- 
duce, or  majiutacture,  of  tbc  United  Kingdom  of  Great 
Britain  and  Ireland,  or  the  dependencies  thereof,  tliat  ie 
to  say:  woollens,  linens,  hats,  nails,  looking  glasses, 
Tum,  hBrd-warea,  state,  salt,  coal,  boots,  shoes,  ribbons, 
ailks,  and  plated  and  glass-wares.  The  said  prohibi- 
tion U>  commence  from  the day  of ,  unless 

pnvioiuly  thereto  equitable  aiAngeraente  shall  be  made 
between  the  two  Goreitimenta,  on  the  differencts  sab> 
Bfting  tMtween  them ;  and  to  continue  until  each  ar- 
rangements shall  be  agreed  upon  and  eetUed. 

Oq  motion  to  smeDtl  the  first  resaluiioa  report- 
ed by  tbe  commiitee,  as  followa : 

Raohed,  That  the  oaptnre  of  American  vessels  and 
their  cargoes,  for  the  adjudication,  under  the  order*  of 
the  British  Government,  and  their  condemnation  by 
their  Courts  of  Admiralty,  on  the  pretext  of  their  being 
employed  in  a  trade  with  the  enemies  of  Great  Britain, 
prohibiled  in^me  of  peacs,  is  an  unprovoked  aggres- 
sion tipon  the  proper^r  of  the  citizens  of  these'  United 
States,  a  violation  of  their  neutral  rights,  and  an  en- 
croachment up«n  their  natioiHl  indcpsndenoe  i 

It  pi»ed  Id  the  ne^live. 

And.  on  the  queslion  to  adopt  the  Rr^t  re>o)ii- 
lion,  as  reported  by  the  eoininittee,  it  was  deter- 
mined DnaDimotiBly  in  the  affirmative — yeas  28, 
SB  follows : 

Till — Messrs.  Anderson,  Baldwin,  Bayard,  Brad- 
ley, Gaillanl,  Oilman,  Hdlbouse,  Howland,  Kitchel, 
Logan,  Maclaj,  MitchiJI,  Moore,  Pickering,  Plumer, 
Smith  of  Maryland,  Smith  ofNew  York,  Smiib  of  Ohio, 
Smith  of  Tennessee.  Smith  of  Vermont,  Stone,  Sum- 
ter, Tracy,  Turner,  White,  Worthipglon,  and  Wright. 

THnasDAT,  February  13. 

Mr.  Smitd,  of  Ohio,  presented  the  petitions  of 
Daniel  Clark,  John  Hays,  and  John  Dawson  and 
others,  purchasers  of  lands  df  the  Uoiied  Stales, 
in  the  now  Slate  of  Ohio,  prayiog  ao  extension 
of  the  time  for  their  future  paymeni,  and  a  remis- 
sion of  interest  od  their  several  instalments,  for 
reasons  mentioned  in  tbe  pelitioti;  and  the  peti- 
tions were  read. 

Ordered,  That  ihey  severally  be  referred  to  the 


commiitee  appointed  on  the  16th  of  January  lost. 

OD  petitions' of  a  similar  nature,  to  consiilet  and 

Mr.  WoBTBiNOTON,  from  the  committee  (o 
whom  was  referred,  on  the  28d  of  January  last, 
tbe  bill,  eDiiiled  ''An  act  extending  the  power*  of 
the  Satveyor  Qenera!  to  the  Territory  of  Louisi- 
apa,"  reported  the  bill  with  Bn  amcBdment;  whiah 
was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  for  cooaid  era  lion. 

The  Senate  resomed,  as' in  Coatniittee  of  ihc 
Whole,  the  bill  relating  to  the  salariesof  the  judgea 
of  New  Orleans ;  and  the  bill  was  atneaded,  and 
reported  to  the  House  accordingly. 

Ordered,  That  ibis  bill  pass  to  the  third  read- 
ing as  amended. 

A  messag-e  from  the  House  of  Representativei 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
B  bill,  entitled  '  An  act  declaring  the  consent  of 
CoDeress  to  an  act  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania, 
entitled  'An  act  to  empower  the  board  of  warden* 
for  the  port  of  Philadelphia  to  collect  a  certain 
duty  on  tonnage,  for  the  purposes  therein  men- 

Tbe  bill  brought  up  for  coacarrence  was  read, 
and  ordered  to  the  second  reading. 

The  President  communicated  the  report  of 
tbe  Postmaster  Qeneral  "  of  the  post  roads  which 
hare  not  produced  one-third  part  of  the  expense  of 
carrying  the  matluponlhemduring  the  last  year;" 
and  the  report  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  for 
consideration. 

Mr.  MiTCBiLL,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred,  on  the  29ih  of  January  last,  the  bill, 
entitled  "An  act  lo  ex teod  jurisdiction,  in  certain 
cases,  to  State  judges  and  Stale  courts,"  reported 
amendments;  which  were  read. 

OnUred,  That  they  lie  for  consideration. 

Mr.  MiTCHiLL  presented  a  memorial,  siirned 
Oershom  Crafi,  President  of  the  American  Coii- 
vintion  for  promoting  the  abolition  of  slavery, 
praying  certain  additional  provisions  to  the  laws 
on  that  subject ;  and  the  memorial  was  read. 

Mr.  BaLDWiN,  from  the  commiitee  lo  whom 
was  referred,  bn  the  11th  Instant,  the  bill  to  sus- 
pend the  commercial  inteicodrse  between  the 
United  Slates  and  the  French  island  of  St.  Do- 
mingo, Teported  BmcndmeDts;  which  were  read, 
and  ordered  to  lie  for  consideration. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  altering  the  time 
for  holding  the  circuit  court  in  the  district  of 
North  Caroliua,"  was  read  the  third  time   a* 


ended. 


PRIVILEGES  OF  FOREIGN  MINISTERS. 

Agreeably  to  notice  given  yesterday,  Mr.  Adahb 
asked  and  obtained  leave  to  bring  in  s  bill  to  pre- 
vent the  abuse  of  ihe  privileges  and  immunities 
enjoyed  by  foreign  Minisiers  within  the  United 
States ;  and  tbe  bill  was  read,  and  ordered  to  the 
second  reading.     The  bill  is  as  follows : 

Be  it  enacted,  ^e.,  That,  froip  and  after  the  passage 
of  this  act,  if  any  foreign  Ambassador,  Minister,  or  other 
person  entitled  to  enjoy  within  the  United  State*  the 
privilegea  and  tnunqniliea  of  a  foreign  Minister,  shall 
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Britiah  Aggretnoru, 


comaiit  taj  Tiolstion  of  the  Diiinidpkl  laws,  which,  if 
cADUiiittetl  bj  a  penon  amcDHble  Ui  the  ordibic^  judt- 
dtl  anthoritj  of  the  place  where  such  Aaibaraadoi, 
Hiniatei,  or  other  person,  may  be  at  the  time  of  cotn- 
laiHing  mieh  o&nce,  would  be  indictable  by  a  grand 
jarj,  and  puniihable  by  death,  by  corporal  puniahment, 
tf  bj  impriBonment  or  confinement  to  labor,  the  Preai- 
doitof  the  United -Staleaapon  a^^catioD  madetobim 
fcy  tb«  Executive  authority  of  the  State  or  Teiritory 
whM«  Boch  offence  may  be  committed,  or  upon  the 
OBplaint  to  him  of  any  peiwn  injuied  oi  aggnered 
ij  (Uch  oSeDce  n  couuBilled,  aBil  Vpoa  proof  of  the 
licta,  satiaflacloiy  to  the  said  Preaideut,  being  futuished 
lo  him  iu  aupport  of  luch  application  oi  complaint,  ahall 
be,  and  tie  liereb;f  is,  aulhonzed  to  demand  of  the  Sor- 
eraign  of  the  aaid  oQcnJinjc  Ambaaiador,  Minister, 
<m  other  person,  jiutiCe  upon  the  offender,  and  repara- 
tion lo  any  person  or  penons  thui  injured  or  aggrieved ; 
and  in  case  of  the  refuaal  or  neglect  of  the  eaid  Sovei- 
eign,  to  comply  with  >uch  demand  for  justice  and  repa- 
ration, the  President  of  the  United  Slates  is  hereby 
farther  authorized  to  order  such  Ambassador,  Minister, 
or  other  person  so  offending,  to  depart  from  the  United 
SCatea  and  the  Territories  thereof;  or  to  send  him  home 
to  hie  SoTereign,  acfording  lo  the  aggravation  of  the 
aBenec,  and  at  hii  the  said  President's  diacretioo. 

Sic.  S.  And  be  it  furt/itr  enatled.  That,  from  and 
after  the  passage  of  this  act,  if  any  foreign  Ambusa- 
ior.  Minister,  or  other  person  entUhMl  to  enjo;  within 
the  United  Statea  the  privileges  and  immunities  of  a 
brcign  Minister,  ihail,  within  the  United  States  or  the 
Territories  thereof,  commit  any  act  of  boalUity,Drent«r 
into  any  conspiracy  against  the  Government  of  the 
United  Slates,  oi  shall  parsonajly  insult  or  treat  with 
diHCBpect  the  President  of  the  United  Slates  fin  the 
tiaie  beijig,  the  said  President  shall  be,  and  is  hereby 
anthoriied,  at  his  discretion,  to  order  the  said  Ambas- 
sador, Minister,  or  other  pecson  so  oQending,  lo  with- 
draw from  the  eeatof  Uovemmenl  and  the  Territory  of 
Columbia,  or  lo  depart  from  the  United  States  and  the 
Territories  thereof;  and  in  case  of  refusal  or  neglect 
by  sncb  Ambassador,  Minister,  or  other  person  as  afore- 
mid,  to  obey  such  order  within  a  reasonable  time,  of 
whidi  the  said  Pteaidenl  shall  judge,  the  said  President 
sball  be  and  is  hereby  linther  authorised  lo  send  the 
said  Ambasaador,  Minister,  or  other  penon  as  aibresaid, 
hoMie  to  his  Sovereign ;  and  in  either  ease  to  demand 
•f  the  said  Sovereign  the  punishment  of  snch  offimding 
AmbHsador,  Minister,  or  oAer  person  as  aforesaid,  ac> 
ootding  to  the  nature  and  sg^valiOa  of  the  oSeooe, 
and  eonfonnably  to  the  law  of  ualions. 

Sa«.  a  ..4)1^  Ae  if /io-lAer  enocdif,  That,  in  every  case, 
whea  the  President  of  the  United  Suies  shall,  under 
the  anthority  of  this  act,  order  any.  foreign  Ambaasa- 
dm.  Minister,  or  oUier  person  entitled  to  enjoy  withiQ 
the  United  Stales  the  privileges  and  immunities  of  a 
lireign  Minister,  to  withdraw  from  the  seat  of  Govern- 
meut  and  the  Territory  of  Columbia  i  or  to  depart  fiom 
the  United  Sutes  and  the  Territories  thereof;  or  shall 
send  any  such  offending  Ambasaador,  Minister,  or  other 
person  as  aforesaid,  home  to  his  Sovereign ;  the  laid 
Preadenl  shall,  in  ^e  order  given  tosuch  Aoibassador, 
Minister,  or  other  person  as  aforesaid  lo  depart,  or  lo 
withdraw,  signify  the  offence  upon  which  such  order 
shall  be  founded;  and  shall  assign  to  the  Sovereign  of 
(he  said  Ambassador,  Minister,  or  other  person  as  afore- 
said, the  reasons  for  which  such  order  shall  have  been 
given,  or  for  whidi  the  said  Ambassador,  Minister,  or 
other  p«r>an  as  afbreasid,  shall  be  sent  home  ;  parties' 


larly  specifying  that  snch  proceedings  are  not  on  ao 
count  of  any  national  difierences,  but  on  account  of 
the  personal  raiseonduct  of  such  Ambassador,  MLaisUr, 
or  other  penon  as  aforesaid. 

BRITISH  AGGRESSIONS. 

The  report  of  ibe  commiltee,  made  on  the  5th 
iostam,  on  that  [>art  of  the  Message  of  the  Prew- 
deot  of  the  United  Slates  which  relates  ta  the 
spoliatioo  of  our  commerce,  and  of  the  new  prin- 
ciples assamed  by  the  British  Court!  of  Aduir- 
ally,  was  resumed. 

Mr.  Ubael  Smith  said  that  he  was  exiremelf 
sorry  that  he  could  not  bring  his  mind  lo  assent 
lo  the  second  tesolulion ;  because  be  viewed  it  of 
great  importance  thai  there  should  be  unanimity 
upon  a  Eubject  of  [his  Dacuce.  He  was  not  op- 
posed to  it  from  idv  Consiiiulional  objectioo, 
arising  from, a  belief  that  the  Senate  had  no  ti^ht 
10  give  their  advice  and  eonaent  lo  the  Executire 
as  to  the  course  and  conditions  upon  nhich  ibey 
desired  that  an  accommodalioa  might  be  brought 
about;  but  he  was  opposed^ lo  it  from  the  peculiar 
impropriety  of  so  doiog,  deduced  from  the  whola 
circumstances  of  the  case,  as  ii  now  presented  it- 
self for  consideration.  It  would  be  recollected 
by  the  Senate,  iliat  many  of  our  complaints 
B|[aiDSt  the  British  QovemmeDl  were  of  long  coq- 
tinoance ;  that  they  had  been  the  subject  of  our 
pointed  and  repealed  remonstranees,  and  in  a  pat- 
dcular  manner,  the  impressment  of  Amencaa 
seamen;  that,  on  a  former  occasion,  they  had 
committed  vast  spoliations  on  our  commerce,  not 
under  the  saoction  of  the  laws  of  nalions,  eh  their 
subsequent  iransactiont  with  out  Government 
have  acknowledged;  bat  under  the  authority  of 
the  particular  orders  of  their  Qovernment,  there- 
by subjecttDg  the  property  of  our  merDhantt  upon 
the  high  seas,  not  only  lo  Ihe  reslrictioiw  and  for- 
feiture* incurred  by  the  law  of  oaiioiu,  but  also 
exposing  it  to  all  the  vexations  and  forfeitnres 
growing  out  of  the  caprice  of  British  orders  of 
capture.  The  lale  encroachments  on  our  rights 
as  a  neutral  natioD,  and  which  are  now  the  sub- 
ject of  contide ratio □,  are  of  a  nature  similar  to 
those  we  have  before  experienced,  and  proceed 
from  the  same  unwaitantable  cause ;  and,  I'urlher, 
are  continued  in  full  force  and  operation  at  the 
very  moment  our  GoTernment  is  pressing  upoo 
their  consideration  the  injuailce  of  their  proceed- 
ings, by  BrBumsnt,  too  strong  and  ooavincing  to 
admit  of  doubt.  And  how  are  they  nnsweredl 
By  procrastination,  and  hints  that  the  necessity 
of  the  case  is  a  sufficient  juaitlicalion.  The  Ex- 
ecutive, indignant  at  ibis  evaaloti,  and  despairing 
of  redress  by  any  further  appeal  lo  their  justice 
and  magnaniuily,  has  turned  to  the  National  Le- 
gislature, and  informed  them  thai  what  remained 
lo  be  done  on  this  inleresiing  sutnect  must  rest 
on  the  wisdom  and  firmness  of  Congress.  We 
hare  already  unanimously  resolved,  thai  the  eon- 
duct  of  the  British  Qovernment  is  an  "unpro- 
voked aggression  on  our  neutral  rights."  What, 
then,  he  asked,  would  be  the  measures  looked  for 
from  this  body,  as  proper  to  repel  this  outrage? 
Could  any  one  expeci  that  the  first  ibiog  sag- 
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gesLtJ  to  iheirmiod  woold  he, thai  ihe  Ezecuti 

should  again  immediately  ren?w  the  negatiatio 
Has  he  doi  already  (old  us.  that  he  despairs  of  ob- 
tftiaing  redress  by  a  simple  appeal  to  their  jus- 
tice and  magoanimitv  1  Or,  is  this  resolution  to 
be  understood  as  speaVing  to  ilie  Exeeuiive  a  lan- 
goige  like  this:  You  hare  not  ably,  zealously, 
and  nerseveringljr  eiercised  ihe  powers  rested  in 
you  by  the  Coasiiialion,  lo  bring  about  an  adjust- 
meot  of  the  difficulties  and  misUDderslaadings 
subsisting  between  the  two  QoTernmeDts;  or  you 
are  noi  sufficiently  iin pressed  with  the  importance 
of  stiputaiing  an  indetnniBcaiioti  for  the  losses 
our  merchaocs  have  already  sustained.  Or,  thai 
there  is  some  avenues  to  a  sense  of  justice  in  Ibii 
.nation,  which  you  havenotstifficienily  attempted. 
Surely  language  like  this  is  disrespecllul.  We 
ought  not  to  adopt  a  resolution  on  a  subject,  as 
impoTtant  as  the  present,  without  being  able  to 
assign  a  substantial  reason.  Are  we  feaiful  that 
the  Executive,  after  we  have  afforded  the  neces- 
sary legislative  impulse  lo  this  negotiation  will 
be  slack  or  unskilful  in  the  application  of  it  1  Or 
do  we,  by  these  officious  instructions,  wish  lo  der- 
ogate from  bis  merit  by  arrogating  to  ourselves 
tbat  applause  to  which,  upon  a  successful  and  sat- 
isfactory negolialion,  be  will  be  justly  entitled  ? 
Mr.  8.  hoped  thai  no  considerniion  of  this  sort 
would  influence  the  Senate.  He  believed  that 
there  was  a  disposition  in  the  Eiecuiive,  when 
furnished  with' the  necessary  aid,  lo  pursue  nego- 
tiation so  long  as  the  least  gleam  of  hope  of  suc- 
cess remained.    Beyond  that,  no  one  could  ask 


1  to  persevere.    He  believed  tbal  each  i 
of  tne  Senate  entertained  the  same  opinio 


ber  ^ 

Where  then,  he  asked,  is  the  use  of  this  lequi 

to  Ihe  Kxecntiv«7  Is  it  to  be  understood,  as  has 
bean  tmrlially  hinted  by  one  honorable  member, 
that  there  is  no  legislative  aids  which  the  Execu- 
tive, or  this  nation,  can  wisely  resort  to  on  this 
occasion  t  Are  we  to  betold  that  Congress  hate 
no  power  to  lay  duties  on  exports,  or  in  short, 
that  our  powers  are  insufficient ;  or  that  we  are 
too  weak,  or  loo  dependent  as  a  nation,  to  contend 
for  our  rightsf  We  therefore  recommend  it  to 
the  Exeeutive,  (after  having  secured  our  mer- 
chants for  put  depredations,)  to  enter  into  such 
mrrangemenis  and  stipulations  upon  points  in  con- 
troversy by  mutual  sacrifices;  such  as  shall  be 
likely  lo  meet  and  promote  the  views  of  both  par^ 
lies,  and  thus  recommend  justice  to  be  sacrificed 
to  peace.  For,  he  asked,  what  encroachment 
upon  the  rights  of  that  nation,  or  depredations 
upon  the  property  of  its  subjects,  have  we  lo  give 
up,  fiif  the  purchase  of  this,  our  indubitable  right, 
as  a  neutral  nation,  which  they  have  so  flagrantly 
and  frequently  violated  ?  He  hoped  there  was  no 
disposition  ia  the  Senate  to  cammuie  any  of  our 
risnts  as  a  nation,  by  sacrifices  to  any  of  the  con- 
siderations before-mentioned,  and  in  a  particular 
manner,  by  any  abandonment  uf  principles ;  and 
yet  it  appeared  to  hira,  if  there  is  any  pertinency 
ID  the  resolution,  this  must  be  the  interpretation. 
He  observed  it  was  extremely  unwise  to  speak 
this  language,  both  as  it  related  to  our  own  Oov- 
etDmeni,  and  that  with  which  we  have  to  coo- : 


tend.  The  latter  will  easily  read  in  this  resolu- 
tion the  course  which  the  Senate  wish  to  pursue, 
and  efforts  will  be  made  accordiagly.  Should  it 
not  be  in  unison  with  the  views  of  the  Executive 
of  our  own  Qovernment,  it  will  weaken  instead 
of  strengthening  his  exertions  for  the  public  good. 
We  have  already  ei^rienced  the  evils  resulting 
from  too  great  an  anxiety  to  ent^r  into  coramerciu 
regulations  with  that  nation.  A  former  treaty 
stipulated  an  indemnity  to  our  merchants  for  sim- 
ilar depredations;  that  indemnity  has  ultimately 
devolved  on  our  own  Government.  We  pur- 
chased the  miserable  commercial  privileges  of 
that  treaty  (if  it  contained  any,)  at  the  expense  of 
our  neutrality ;  and  by  doing  Tiolence  to  tne  obti- 
saiions  imposed  upon  us  by  that  neutrality,  drew 
down  upon  ourselves  the  resentment  of  a  power- 
erful  nation,  wbicb  involved  an  expense  of  more 
than  ten  million  of  dollars.  He  observed  it  woultl 
be  better  for  die  Government,  in  his  opinion,  to 
insure  our  merchants  against  any  depredaiioiu 
^hich  ihe  utmost  rapacity  of  the  British  would 
belikelv  to  invite,  ihiaagdin  to  enter  into  the  un- 
equal, tne  shameful,  and  wicked  stipulation  of  the 
former  treaty.  He  said  gentlemen  were  not  to 
understand  that  be  was  for  actual  hostilities 
against  Great  Britain.  He  deprecated  war  as 
much  as  any  man.  If  mild  measures  are  adopted, 
the  more  certain  will  be  the  calculation  of  a  per- 
severance in  them  ;  and  without  a  rpirit  of  per- 
severance little  can  be  hoped  from  any  measure. 
He  hoped  that  Oongres.*  would  be  disposed  on 
this  occasion  ,to  wield  the  only  weapon  which 
could  promise  sncces!! ;  that  they  may  take  such 
measures  as  wilt  prove  to  Great  Britain  that  the 
United  States  will  ultimately  have  no  commerce 
with  them,  but  upon  terms  of  the  most  perfect 
reciprocity.  This  ground,  if  once  taken,  will  be 
easily  maintained.  It  is  recommended  by  being 
both  peaceable  and  effectual,  while  all  others  are 
doubtful  and  unequal.  He  ooneiuded  by  hoping 
that  the  resolution  would  be  rejected,  as  it  ap- 
peared to  him  disrespectful  to  the  Eiecutir- 


ble  member  from  Vermont  (Mr.  Smith)  seems  lo 
entertain  an  opinion  that  it  will  be  indelicate  to- 
ward the  Prestdenl  of  the  United  States  to  adopt 
the  resolution  now  under  consideration.  Having 
been  a  member  of  the  committee  who  repotted  it, 
I  feel  somewhat  bound  to  endeavor  to  obviate  this 
objection;  having  done  which,  I  shall  then  pro- 
ceed to  answer  some  other  objections,  and  offer 
some  reasons  in  favor  of  adopting  the  resolutioD. 
I  ejtpect  it  will  be  conceded,  that,  if  it  be  Consti- 
tutional to  pass  this  resolution,  it  cannot  be  indel- 
icate toward  the  President.  Let  us  examine  the 
language  of  the  Constitution  upon  this  point. 
The  Constitution  says  that  the  President  shall 
have  power,  by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent 
of  the  Senate,  lo  make  treaties.  Now,  I  contend 
at  the  true  meaning  of  this  clause  is,  that  the 
Ivice  should  precede  the  making  of  the  treaty, 
id  that  it  was  couched  in  the  language  in  which 
we  6od  it,  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  the  opin- 
ion of  the  Senate  as  to  the  principles  upon  which 
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the  ireatjr  should  be  ttMde.  And.  upoo  eiainiDJDg> 
jonr  Executive  Journal,  you  will  find  ibal  this 
eoDstmciioo  was  giveu  to  the  CoDsiltuiioa  by 
General  Washinqton,  who,  haviog  been  the 
Prttident  of  the  Conreoiiou.  must  reasonably  be 
npposed  to  have  understood  the  true  iotent  and 
■eaain^  of  the  Coustitution  in  all  its  parts.  And, 
so  far  did  he  extend  ihe  consiruciion  for  which  I 
canteod.  that  the  Eiecutire  Journal  will  show,  in 
orier  to  ask  the  idTice  of  the  Senate,  reUiiTC  lo  a 
treaty  he  contemplaled  makiDK,  that,  in  the  y^r 
1790,  he  actually  took  his  seat  in  the  Presidential 
chair  of  this  body,  and  asked  the  adTice  of  the 
Senate  upon  sundry  articles,  which  he  proposed 
■"^'"g  the  basis  of  the  treaty.  Thus  it  wonld 
seem,  that  the  first  President  of  the  United  States, 
io  discbarge  of  his  duty,  had  gi7en  the  foregoing 
coostroction  to  the  Constitution.  Some  inconve- 
nience having,  however,  been  found  to  arise  from 
ihb  mode  of  asking  the  advice  of  the  Senate,  it 
has  sioce  fallen  into  disuse.  But  the  latter  pnic- 
tice  cannot,  nor  ought  not,  be  considered  as  con- 
demoing  the  construction  of  which  1  conceive  the 
Constitution  is  fairly  susceptible.  Because  the 
construction  given  by  the  first  President  so  imme- 
diately after  the  adoption  of  the  Federal  Consti- 
tution must  be  considered  as  proceeding  from  the 
true  sense  and  correct  opinion  which  he  then  en- 
terlaiued  of  the  reepeclite  nghU  of  the  treaty- 
making  power. 

In  support  of  this  construction,  Mr.  President,  I 
can  aUo  show,  from  yonr  EiecDlive  Journals,  so 
late  as  last  session,  that  the  Senate  passed  a  reso- 
IniiOD,  requesting  the  President  to  make  a  treaty 
with  the  Creek  nation  of  Indians.  And  although 
it  may  be  said,  that  the  Creeks  not  being  a  foreign 
nation,  it  is  not  an  appoxite  case,  I  however  con- 
ceive the  principle  to  be  precisely  the  same.  For 
we  have  always  treated  the  Indians  as  independ- 
rat  nations,  and  the  same  proceedings  and  for- 
malities had  uniformly  been  had  ia  making  the 
treaties,  and  ratifying  them,  as  have  been  had, 
with  other  nations.  So  much,  Mr.  President,  I 
bare  thought  proper  to  say,  in  order  to  show,  that 
if  we  pass  this  resolution,  we  do  not  offer  any  in- 
delicacy to  the  President.  But,  on  the  contrary, 
will  only  exercise  out  Constitutional  power,  which 
the  peculiar  perilous  situation  of  our  country 
Kerns  imperioustv  to  demand.  I  should  not  have' 
taken  tip  so  mnen  time  upon  this  point,  had  not 
the  constitutionality  of  passing  the  resolution  begn 
also  objected  to  by  the  other  honorable  member 
from  Vermont,  (Mc.  Bradlet.) 

In  discussing  the  merits  of  the  resolution  now 
uDdeT  consideration,  it  will  be  neeessary  that  we 
keep  constantly  in  view  the  great  principle  of  the 
oite,  which  has  already  passed  this  Hoase,  by  a 
unanimons  vote,  because  this  second  resolution 
is  predicated  upon  the  principle  of  the  Srst.  In 
the  first  we  declare,  that  the  capture  and  con- 
demnation, under  the  orders  of  the  British  Gov- 
ernment, and  adjudication  of  their  Courts  of  Ad- 
miralty, of  American  vessels  and  their  cargoes, 
OD  the  pretext  of  their  beineemiJoyed  in  a  trade 
with  the  enemies  of  Great  Britain,  prohibited  in 
lime-of  peace,  is  an  unprovoked  aggression  upon 
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the  pro]ierty  of  the  citizens  ol  the  United  States, 
a  violation  of  their  neutral  righia,  and  an  ea- 
croaehment  tipon  their  national  independence. 

Ia  order  to  show  that  the  ground  we  have  taken 
is  correct,  I  will  take  leave  to  refer  to  n  book  (en- 
titled  An  Examination  of  the  British  Doctrine 
which  subjects  to  capture  a  neutral  trade,  not  open 
in  time  of  peace)  ascribed  to  a  gentleman  bish  ia 
office,  who  has  deservedly  acquired  great  celebrity 
in  the  political  world.  It  wilt  be  found  that  the 
principle  contended  for  in  the  resolution  I  have 
cited,  obtained  as  early  as  the  fint  rise  of  regular 
commerce,  and  was  even  reduced  to  system,  as 
early  as  1338.  To  this  doctrine  Great  Britain 
acceded  by  treaty  with  Sweden,  in  1655,  and  af- 
terwards, in  1674,  she  actually  claimed  and  en- 
joyed the  benefit  of  a  free  trade,  she  being  at  that 
lime  in  peace  and  the  Dutch  in  war  with  France. 
With  what  kind  of  pretext  can  Great  Britain  pre- 
tend to  deprive  us  of  the  exercise  of  the  very  rights 
which  she  herself  has  claimed  and  exercised,  upon 
precisely  the  same  principles?  Besides,  those  neu- 
tral rights  have,  by  constant  and  very  long  usage, 
become  the  established  law  of  nations,  and  have 
from  time  to  time  been  ingrafted  into  many  trea- 
ties even  where  Great  Britain  was  herself  a  party. 
Upon  this  doctrine,  thus  sustained,  we  request  the 
President  to  demaiid  and  insist  upon  the  restora- 
tion of  the  properly  of  our  citizens,  captured  and 
condemned  on  the  pretext  of  its  being  employed 
in  a  trade  with  the  enemies  of  Great  Britain,  pro- 
hibited in  time  of  peace,  and  upon  the  indemnifi- 
cation of  such  American  citizens  for  their  losses 
and  damages  sustained  by  these  captures  and  con- 
demnations. It  has  been  objeciea  that  the  tan- 
guage  of  this  resolution  is  too  strong,  that  the 
words  demand  and  iniiit  go  too  far;  and  that  the 
absoluterestorationof  our  vessels,  ^.  will,  by  these 
words  being  retained,  be  made  the  rinequanonof&n 
accommodation  witn  Great  Britain.  If,  sir,  we 
were  lo  express  ourselves  in  less  forciUe  laogtiage, 
we  should,  in  my  opinion,  subvert  our  own  prin- 
ciptes,  and  recede  from  the  high  ground  we  nave 
taken,  which  might  eventnaUv  radically  destroy 
our  neutral  rights,  and  completely  paralyze  oar 
commerce. 

The  words  demand  and  tnnrt  are  diplomatic, 
and  as  such  most  proper  to  be  used,  and  the  more 
so,  as  they  seem  to  be  appropriate  to  the  principle 
of  the  first  resolution.  But,  Mr.  Presiaent,  ihe 
latter  part  of  this  resolution,  by  which  indemnifi- 
cation may  be  made,  and  new  arrangements  en- 
tered into  with  Great  Britain,  so  far  ameliorates 
those  precedent  words  that  the  Piesident  will  pos- 
sess ample  powers,  according  to  a  true  etposition 
of  the  whole  taken  together,  and  he  will  not,  in 
rayopinion,  be  trammelled  in  the  manner  the  gen- 
tlemaofrom  Ohio  conceives.  InseltliDg  national 
differences,  it  has  ever  been  necessary,  in  some 
points  to  give  a  little,  and  in  ethers  to  take,  accord- 
ing to  the  peculiar  circumstances,  upon  which  the 
negotiation  might  happen  to  torti ;  either  upon  a 
point  of  national  honor,  or  an  interesting  point  of 
national  commerce,  or  both  so  connected  as  not 
well  to  be  severed.  Upon  the  whole,Mr.PresideDl, 
I  do  believe  it  will  be  highly  important  that  the 
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Senaleshould,  at  this  ioleresUDg  moment, express 
their  opinion '  upoD  owr  Dalional  concerns  will 
Great  Briiaio  in  such  language,  that  the  sense  wi 
eDlertaiu  of  our  injuries  cannot  be  mistaken.  Thi 
principles  and  policy  of  our  Government  require 
that  vie  siioulit  prefer  negotiation  in  tbe  first  ii 
stance;  and  the  adoption  of  the  resolution,  by 
Mrong  vole  of  this  body,  will  doubtless  add  great 
weignt  lo  the  object.  If,  however,  we  should  un- 
fortunately be  driven  to  the  dernier  resort,  I  trust 
we  shall  never  recede  one  point  from  the  ground 
we  have  taken,  as  expressed  in  our  first  resolution. 

Mr.  MiTCHiLL  said  he  hoped  the  resolution 
would  be  adopted  in  its  full  eileni.  On  this  sub- 
ject he  differed  wholly  from  the  honorable  gentle- 
man from  Vermont  (Mr.  Israel  Smith.) 

As  the  proposition  recommended  to  the  Senate 
by  the  select  committee  was  now  before  them  in 
its  most  broad  and  extensive  sense,  he  should  ap- 
ply bis  remarks  lo  the  principle,  rather  than  to  thi 
ibrm  of  the  reaolution  under  debate. 

Toward  the  end  of  of  1S03,  more  than  half  thi 
articles  of  the  treaty  between  our  Government  and 
that  of  Great  Britain  bad  ceased.  Since  that 
event  commercial  intercourse  had  been  carried 
\if_  the  two  nations,  under  their  respective  laws, 
without  any  conveotion  or  pact  between  them. 
Inconveniences  had  been  experienced  in  various 
ways  from  that  time  to  the  present.  An  attempt 
indeed  had  been  made  two  years  ago  to  remt 
considerablepartof  thembyarepealofthecou 
vailing  duties;  but  that  effort  not  corresponding 
with  the  feelings  of  the  nation,  had  been  reli 
qnisbed. 

The  war  which  was  rekindled  in  Europe  bo< 
afUr  the  expiration  of  the  temporary  articles  of 
the  treaty  had  embarrassed  the  commerce  of  the 
great  maritime  powers,  and  thrown  into  the  hands 
of  neutrals  an  extraordinary  proportion  of  the 
colonial  and  carrying  trade.  The  citizens  of. the 
United  Slates,  among  others,  had  profiled  by  the 


But  it  had  been  the  policy  of 
Ores  t  Britain,  the  strongest  mariti  me  nation  among 
th«  belligerents,  to  interrupt  this  intercourse  of 
neutrals,  with  the  colonies  of  her  colonies,  as  if 
ihcy  had  been  berowu  colonies.  A  series  of 
rageous  proceedings  bad  been  the  result ;  sue 

liad  excited  the  most  lively  iadignation  eg! 

them  from  Maine  to  Georgia,  and  roused  the  na- 
tioD  with  one  voice  to  resist  and  repel  tbem. 

Mr.  M.  said  he  would  enumerate  a  few  of  these 
injurious  principles  and  acts.  The  great  and 
fundamental  regulation,  which  served  asa  ground- 
work for  a  principal  part  of  the  rest,  was,  chat  a 
commerce  allowed  to  neutrals  by  belligerents,  dur- 
ing and  on  account  of  the  war,  ought  to  be  pro- 
hibited. The  assumption  ofsucharule,  in  con- 
tradiction of  all  the  practices,  acknowledgments, 
and  treaties,  among  civilized  nations,  was  a  dan- 

EBTons  innovaiiun  upon  their  public  law.  It  was 
owever  followed  by  another  declaration  of  theirs, 
equally  unfounded  in  truth  and  reason,  and  this 
was,  chat,  as  the  adherence  to  the  principle  was 
rightfully  in  them,  they  might  relax  from  the  ob- 
servance of  it  when  they  pfeBaed ;  and  that  sucb 


e  always  acts  of  favor  and  grace 


to  neutrals. 

Another  of  the  exlravagant  consequences  of 
this  doctrine  was,  that  the  belligerent  might  in- 
quire into  the  intention  of  the  neutral,  as  to  colo- 
nial produce  exported  from  his  own  country  under 
drawback,  and  if  be  could  not  prove  to  the  satis* 
faction  of  the  prize  court,  that  such  produce  was 
originally  imported  into  the  neutral  country  for 
consumption  there,  without  Ihe  design  of  sending 
it  abroad  once  more,  the  ship  and  cargo  should  be 
condemned;  thus  declaring  that  two  distinct  com- 
mercial operations,  were  one  and  the  same  con- 
tinued voyage. 

So  it  has  been  pretended  and  insisted  by  them 
that  a  vessel  wbicn  has  escaped  their  vigilance  on 
a  voyage  from  the  neutral  to  the  belligerent  port, 
and  has  begun  her  return  voyage  loaded  with  tbe 
productions  (not  contraband)  of  the  latter  coun- 
try in  exchange  for  the  cargo  carried  thither,  may 
be  captured  and  condemned,  under  an  allegation 
that  such  outward  cargo  was  the  produce  of  an 
enemy's  colony.  By  this  means,  the  certi6cate 
of  origin  as  to  French  produce,  was  made  the  evi- 
dence on  which  ihe  condemnation  was  grounded 
in  a  British  court. 

Tbe  cBialosue  of  grievances,  he  said,  was  long 
and  odious;  but  he  would  mention  the  oppres!<ive 
manner  in  which  the  British  exercised  the  right 
of  search,  the  uniusiifiable  impressment  of  seamen 
wherever  they  pleased  to  take  them,  and  their  ar- 
bitrary proceedings  tela  live  to  blockaded  ports,  as 
lending  to  wound  the  feelings  of  individuals,  to 
excite  national  irritation,  and  to  revive  those  sen- 
timents of  animosity  and  hatred  which  had  been. 
dying  away  ever  since  the  Revolutionary  war; 
and  but  for  these  renewed  acts  of  hostility  would 

With  all  these  difficulties  in  view,  stated  and 
reiterated  from  all  the  commercial  cities  of  the 
nation,  the  propotition  now  under  consideration 
had  been  reported.  It  was  in  the  nature  of  an 
admonition  to  the  President,  to  make  a  further  ef- 
fort lo  accommodate  these  difierences  in  a  just 
and  amicable  way.  The  resolve  which  passed 
the  Senate  unanimously  yesterday,  cornprehended 
a  tolal  denial  of  tbe  interpolated  maxims,  and  the 
conduct  which  they  authorized.  The  resolution 
now  before  the  Senate  was  a  corollary  from  the 
other.  It  sprang  from  tbe  former  as  a  natural  in- 
ference. The  two  were  so  intimately  connected, 
that  he  considered  the  adoption  of  the  former  as 
a  favorable  prelude  to.the  reception  of  this.  And 
having  declared  that  unprovoked  aggressions  had 
been  made  upon  the  persons  and  properties  of  our 
citizens,  there  was  an  evident  propriety  in  endea- 
voring to  negotiate  on  the  subject,  and  settle  the 
difierences  by  fair  discussion. 

tut  an  objection  had  been  made,  that  tbe  Sen- 
was  about  to  proffer  advice  to  the  President 
of  the  United  Slates.    The  resolution  certaioly 

written  for  that  purpose,  and   in   this  there 

Ihe  strictest  propriety.  For,  by  the  Consti* 
tution,  this  body  is  the  council  of  tnat  hieh  Kx- 
ecutive  officer.  In  questions  touching  our  foreiga 
lelalions,  llie  Senatou  are  declared  by  the  au- 
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pRme  Isw  of  the  land  to  b«  the  P^e^i*)e□t'3  co 
teUors.  In  orgent  and  arduous  eaava  it  was 
oolf  allowable  fDrthero  lo  exercise  this  rtgbi,  but 
it  was  tbeir  duly  to  do  so.  Br  such  a  measan 
there  was  no  refleclioD  on  the  Chief  Magisiraie 
lor  il  was  well  known  he  had  TJ^ilaotly  and  cor 
re«tly  done  bis  duty.  He'bad  left  nothing  untriet 
that  was  in  his  power.  Now,  however,  wber 
another  effort  was  lo  be  made,  he  believed  ibi 
President,  though  firm  in  the  performance  of  the 
iatportaiit  trusts  reposed  in  htm,  would  bei 


his  hand,  he  would  speak  to  a  foreign  nt 

bolder  tone,  and  employ  the  energetic  language  of 
\a»  aailed  fcllow-citiienB. 

Mr.  M.  did  not  think,  with  the  gentlei 
preceded  bim,  that  tbe  adoption  of  the  proposition 
would  be  prodactireof  discord;  but, oo  tbe  con- 
trary, would  have  a  happy  tendency  to  promoir 
hinnony,  by  a  candid  and  patriotic  communica- 
tion of  aentimeols  between  these  two  imporlanl 
orrans  of  the  Government. 

Of  the  three  resolutions  reported  by  the  selcci 
tommittee,  the  second,  which  was  the  one  uodei 
coD^deration,  was  solely  of  an  Eiecoiive  nature. 
The  two  others,  to  wit:  the  first  which  had  pass- 
ed without  a  di^enltDg  voice,  and  tbe  third  which 
remained  to  be  acted  upon,  were  of  a  Legislative 
tomplesioD.  Together,  they  coostituied  a  series 
of  measures  adapted  to  the  present  exigeocies  of 
the  nation.  The  first  declared  tbe  wrongs  done 
Ds;  the  second  proposed  to  settle  the  dispute  to 
which  those  wrongs  gave  rise,  by  equitable  ar- 
laagemeDl  or  treaty  i  and  tbe  third  proposed,  io 
case  no  settlement  could  be  obtained  upon  just  and 
honorable  terms,  lo  diminiKh  our  intercourse  with 
a  nation  whose  ad mioi*l ration  was  so  unjust  aod 
inflexible.  There  was  another  step  which  micht 
hare  been  tbe  subject  of  a  fourth  reaolution,  and 
that  was  war.  For  his  part,  he  believed  the  acts 
oTtbe  cruisers  and  eoartsof  His  Britannic  Majesty 
were  direcUy  aod  opealy  hostile;  and  it  was 
oaly  necessary  for  us  to  consider  them  so,  to  make 
onrselves  a  party  in  the  strife  among  the  nations. 
Althongh  the  provocation  was  sufficient  to  justify 
OS  in  a  declaration  of  war,  Mr.  M.  said  he  would 
It  present  prefer  a  differenl  policy.  He  would  in 
lie  first  place  make  another  overture  of  civiiiiy ; 
aid  if  that  did  not  succeed,  our  connexion  could 
be  discontinued.  If,  after  that,  it  should  be  neces- 
sary to  put  our«elves  in  hostile  array,  he  knew 
there  was  courage  enough  in  the  nation  lo  make 
in  enemy,  nowas  heretofore,  tremble  on  approach- 
viewing  the  subject  in  this  manner,  and  con- 
cdving  tbe  propotntiou  as  one  of  A  catenEiiion  of 
measures  on  a  subject  of  great  national  importance 
ud  nncommon  public  solicitudej  be  was  earnest 
ia  his  bope  that  it  would  be  earned,  like  the  pre- 
eedii^  one,  not  by  a  mere  majority,  but  by  an 
■nan  i  moos  vote. 

Mr.  Bataro. — Mr.  President,  if  there  be  any 
objectioa  to  the  resolution  now  before  us,  it  is  that 
it  (belters  tbe  Executive  Oovern mem  from  that 
T^tonsibiliiy  as  to  its  measiirea  which  properly 


ought  to  attach  to  it.  Tbe  duly  prescribed  by  the 
resolution  is  of  »a  Executive  nature,  and  the 
President  is  charged  with  the  care  of  those  inter- 
ests for  which  the  retolution  provides.  By  pre- 
scribing a  course  of  conduct  to  the  Executive,  we  , 
release  that  branch  of  Qovernmenl  from  responsi- 
bility as  to  the  event,  and  take  it  upon  ourselves. 
But,  sir,  though  I  feel  this  obiection,  yet  at  the 
present  momeot  it  is  outweighed  by  nlher  con- 
siderations. Thestale  of  our  publicaffdirs  is  criti- 
cal, and  at  such  a  lime  I  think  it  becomes  every 
braoch  and  member  of  the  Goveroment  to  co-ope- 
rate with  cordiality  and  zeal  in  support  of  each 
other,  and  losirive  to  do  more  rather  than  less 
than  (heir  respective  duly. 

The  design  of  ihis  resolution,  sir,  presents  itself 
lo  my  loind  in  a  very  different  point  of  view  from 
that  in  which  it  appears  to  the  geotlemaa  from 
Vermont  ^Mr.  Smjtb.)  That  honorable  member 
is  opposed  to  it  because  he  thinks  it  gives  just 
cause  of  offence  to  the  Presideol:  Thai  we  pre- 
scribe to  the  President  a  duty  which  he  DUgbl 
certainly  to  perform  without  our  injuaciion,  and 
of  consequence  we  betray  doubts  that  he  will  do 
what  belongs  to  hb  office  without  our  ioterfereoce. 
For  my  part,  sir,  1  do  not  consider  the  resolution 
as  iniended  in  any  degree  for  the  President,  but 
as  designed  for  the  British  Government.  I  sup- 
pose without  the  resolution  the  President  would 
take  the  course  which  it  marks  out.  But  we  in- 
tend to  manifest  by  it,  thai  it  is  not  simply  the 
opinion  of  the  President  that  specific  redress 
should  be  granted  for  the  wrongs  we  have  suffer- 
ed, but  that  it  is  the  concurrent  sense  of  this 
branch  of  the  Government,  that  such  redress 
ihould  he  insisted  on.  I  do  not  mean  that  we 
ihould  be  considered  as  offering  an  empty  menace 
to  the  British  cabinet,  but  a  demonstraiioo  of  the 
lion  of  different  branches  of  our  Government  in 
imanding  satisfaction  for  the  wiongs  done  us. 
Foreign  GovernmenU  calculate  much  on  our  di- 
visions, our  union  will  disappoint  those  calcu- 
lations. 

Il  has  been  objected  by  tbe  gentleman  from 
Vermont,  that  it  is  improper  to  pass  the  resolu- 
tion, because  it  is  not  ihe  ground  of  any  legisla- 
tive proceeding.  Tbe  gentleman  is  too  late  in 
making  this  ohjeclioo.  He  has  voted  for  the  first 
resolution,  which  less  than  the  present  is  the  basis 
of  a  legislative  act.  At  present  it  is  designed  only 
as  the  declaration  of  our  opinion  as  to  tbe  con- 
duct of  a  foreiga  nation.  But  I  am  not  disposed 
to  admil  that  these  resolutions  may  not  become 
the  ground  of  a  legislative  act.  It  belongs  to 
Congress  to  declare  war,  and  when  I  give  my  as-  _ 
sent  lo  these  resolutions,  I  consider  myself  as 
pledged  to  vote  for  war,  if  redress  is  not  granted 
to  us.  In  adopting  the  first  resoluiion,  we  have 
gone  loo  far  lo  recede.  We  have  declared  thai 
unprovoked  aggressions  have  been  committed  on 
the  property  of  our  citizens — that  our  neutral 
rights  have  been  violated  and  our  national  iode- 

Cendence  trenched  upon.  This  unanimous  dec> 
itaiioii  is  recorded  in  yuur  journals;  and  can  we 
hesitate  whether  we  will  bear  the  wrongs  and  af- 
fronts put  upon  us,  or  hazard  the  peril  of  a  war  t 
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Can  w«,  sir,  after  the  d«claniiioD  nhlch  we  have 

made,  sit  quietly  down  and  console  ourselves  witli 
the  meek  virtue  of  suSerinsp  wilh  forbearance? 
For  whai  purpose  have  gentlemen  agreed  lo  the 
first  resolution  1  To  show  the  world  we  knew  the 
extent  of  our  iojuries,  yet  from  Indolence  or  dread 
we  meant  they  should  pass  unredressed  and  una- 
venged 1 

I  hope,  sir,  it  will  not  he  thought  that  I  wish 
for  war.  or  would,  without  adequate  cauee,  plunge 
the  DHtioD  into  it.  I  am  contending  only  ttist  we 
must  learn  to  insist  upon  our  natianal  rights,  or, 
by  and  by,  none  will  belong  to  us.  We  must  learn 
lo  defena  oui  bouor  as  a  people,  or  soon  we  shall 
be  without  national  cbaracler.  We  are  best  pro- 
tected against  war  when  it  is  known  that  we  are 
ready  to  meet  it.  Let  the  nations  of  £urope  know 
that  a  love  of  ease,  a  dread  of  disaster,  or  an  ap- 
prehension of  privations,  chain  you  to  a  state  of 
peace,  and  ihey  will  drain  your  treasury  at  its  last 
cent,  and  make  you  driakthe  dregs  of  humiliation. 

I  hope  the  Government  will  never  go  (o  war 
without  a  just  and  sufGcient  cause.  But  when 
that  cau^e  does  exist,  I  hope  they  will  not  he  ap- 
palled hy  [he  dangers  or  calamities  of  war.  Ttie 
resolution  before  us  is  not,  however,  a  declaration 
of  war.  We  have  staled  in  the  first  resolution 
the  wrongs  we  have  sunered,  we  here  state  the 
redress  we  expect.  I  do  not  consider  thai  the  reso- 
lution enjoins  on  the  President  any  particular 
mode  of  negotiation,  or  lo  demand  any  specific 
aalisfaction.  But  it  requires  something  substan- 
tial; direct,  satisfaction, or  equivalent  indemnity, 
and  some  assurance  of  future  security. 

I  am  in  favor  of  the  resolution  because  I  think 
it  will  facilitate  the  negotiations  of  the  President. 
When  it  is  seen  that  we  are  united  in  insisting 
upon  our  riehts,  that  rather  than  abandon  them 
we  are  resolved  to  encounter  any  alternative,  it 
must  create  an  impression  and  serious  reflection 
xbroad.  The  resolutions  justify  ihe  President  in 
■peaking  in  a  manly  tone  lo  the  British  Govern- 
ment, in  holding  a  language  worthy  of  a  great  and 
free  people,  and  I  therefore  give  them  my  cordial 


Oaa 


I,  the  Senate  now  adjourned. 


Fbidat,  February  14. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  declariug  the  con- 
sent of  Congress  to  an  act  of  the  State  of  Penn- 
sylvania, entiiied  'An  act  to  empower  the  board 
of  wardens  for  the  port  of  Philadeipbia  to  collect 
a  certain  duty  on  lonoagefor  (he  purposes  therein 
mentioned,"  was  read  the  second  time,  and  re- 
ferred to  Messrs.  Maclay,  Mitcbill,  and  Logan, 
to  consider  and  report  thereon. 

The  bill  to  prevent  the  abuse  of  the  privileges 
and  immunities  enjoyed  by  foreign  Ministers 
within  the  United  Stales  was  read  the  second 
lime,  and  referred  to  Messrs,  Adams,  Bai-dwin, 
Smith,  of  Maryland,  Tracy,  and  Smith,  of  Ver- 
mont, to  ciaosider  and  report  thereon. 


informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
the  bill,  entitled  "An  actforiherelief  of  the  Qov- 


ernor,  Judges,  and  Secretary,  of  the  Indiana  Te^ 
litory;"  in  which  ihey  desire   ' 


BRITISH  AOGBE8SIOK8. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  committee,  made  on  the  5th  instant, 
on  Ihat  part  of  the  Message  of  the  President  of 
the  United  Stale  which  rentes  to  the  violationof 
neutral  rights,  and  the  impressment  of  Amaicaa 
seamen. 

The  second  reioluiioD  being  still  under  coaaid' 
eratlon,  as  follows ; 

"  2.  Reaohed,  That  the  President  ofthe  United  Statu 
be  requeatcd  to  demand  and  intitt  v^an  tkt  ratarM^ 
lion  of  the  property  of  their  eUixau,  captured,  and 
condemned,  on  the  pretext  of  tit  being  employed  in  a 
trade  with  the  enemiee  of  Greai  Bnlain,  prohibited 
in  tirae  of  peace :  and  upon  the  tndemnificaiion  of 
tuch  American  dtiztnt,  for  their  loeeei  and  damagct 
aiitlaincd  bg  thole  capture*  and  coTidemnatione .-  oW 
to  enter  into  aucb  arrangements  with  the  British  (iot- 
ernment,  nn  this  and  all  other  diScrenres  subHiatiug 
between  the  two  natiooB,  (and  parlicuiorlj  respecting 
the  imprcwmcnt  of  American  seamen,)  asmaj  be  con. 
aiitent  with  the  honor  and  interest  of  the  United  States, 
and  manifest  their  earnest  desire  to  obtain  for  then- 
aetves  and  their  citizens,  bj  amicabte  nego^tton,  that 
justice  to  which  thei;  ue  entitled." 

Mr.  WonTBLNOTOM — On  further  consideration 
of  the  resolution  now  before  the  Senate  I  confeea 
I  feel  more  opposed  lo  it,  and  do  believe,  on  the 
whole,itwillbe^estnot  to  pass  it  in  its  present  form. 
The  resoluiion  must  mean  something,  or  it  must 
mean  nothing.  It  must  intend  to  convey  to  ibe 
President,  the  opinions  and  advice  of  this  body, 
or  not  to  convey  it.  Now,  sir,  if  it  is  intended  lo 
convey  to  the  President  the  opinion  and  advice  of 
the  Senate,  which  Is  certainly  my  understanding 
of  it,  I  beg  gentlemen  to  reflect  a  little  before  they 
adopt  it.  The  advice  of  this  Senale  I  troat  will 
never  be  given  to  ibe  President  without  hariog  the 
desired  effect;  and  let  me  add,  sir,  that  from  the 
intimate  connexion  which  exists  between  this 
and  the  Executive  branch  of  the  Government  I 
must  believe  that  the  President  wotild  not  feel 
himself  justified,  nor  would  he  be  williag  to  take 
so  much  responsibility  on  himself  as  entirely  to 
reject  it.  Sir  I  conld  not  justify  him  if  he  did. 
We  are  equally  responsible  with  him  in  ourSxecu- 
live  capacity,  and  can  we  for  a  moment  believe 
that  he  would  act  contrary  to  the  decide'd  opinion 
of  the  Senate,  who  can  at  all  times  control  or  de- 
feat him  by  rejecting  a  treaty  made  conlrary  to 
their  advice  and  opinionsT  What,  sir,  is  the  ob- 
ject of  the  resolution? 

We  request  ihe  President  "  to  demand  and  in- 
sist upon  the  resioraiion  of  the  properly  of  their 
citizens,  captured  and  condemned  on  the  prelext 
of  its  being  employed  in  a  trade  with  the  enemies 
of  Great  Britain,  prohibited  in  tirae  of  peace  ;  and 
upon  the  indemnificaiioa  of  such  American  citi- 
zens, for  their  losses  and  damages  sustained  by 
these  captures  and  condemnations:"  and  after- 
wards "to  enter  into  such  atrangetnents  ^vith  the 
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Kitish  GoverDmeot,  oa  tbii  and  all  other  differ- 
^es  snbsiiting  betweea  the  two  diuods,  (and 
particularly  respeeiing  the  impressment  of  Ame- 
ric«n  B«&in«i,)  as  may  be  consistent  with  the 
honorand  in  te  tests  of  the  United  Statu,  and  n: 
feat  theiieBrneat desire  to  obtain  for  ibemselTcsBod 
iheir  citizens,  bf  aipieable  negotiation,  that  jus- 
tiM  to  which  tbey  are  entitled." 

To  mv  mind,  sir,  the  r«solutioa  seemt  to  be  at 
wmr  with  itself.  It  is  not,  Mr.  President,  the  bold 
froaad  taken  by  the  first  part  of  the  lesolulioa  to 
wbiefa  I  object,  (t  is  not,  sir,  that  I  am  opposed 
to  dcfnanillag  or  insisting  oa  our  tights  ;  but  it  is 
baBuse  I  fear  the  resolution  taken  together  will 
embamss  the  Etccative  io  negotiatias:  a  treaty  to 
settle  onr  difierenees.  A  gentleiBaD  from  Mary- 
laDd  has  told  ns,  and  we  know  the  fact  is  so^  that 
daera  are  sereral  subjects  on  which  negotiation  is 
neceesarr-  At  preMot  we  know  we  have  no  com- 
aRTcial-  tivaty  with  Gtteat  Britain,  if,  sir,  this 
■abject  is  intended  to  be  embraced,  (and  1  bo  ud- 
deT«tandii)bythemolutioii,andifit  is  the  opinion 
of  ike  Senate  it  shoold,  let- us  be  mote  expliciL 
We  have  itich  a  treaty  with  Holland,  Spain,  aod 
France,  and  I  confeis  I  see  no  good  reason  why 
m  ahould  not  hare  one  with  Great  Britain  if  it 
can  be  made  on  terms  which  will  promote  ibe 
nratnalintereatsof  thetwo  nations.  Indeed,  I  ean- 
not  imagine  how  we  are  to  gel  along  wilhoatcon- 
tinaal  jarrings,  and  ptobabfy  ultimate  war,  with 
aUitse(HicomiianteTiis,unlessweknowthegraund 
on  which  we  are  placed.  Whilst  I  should  deplote 
as  erem  of  this  kind,  yet  if,  under  all  the  ciicum- 
■tanees,  the  honor  and  inierests  of  my  country 
made  it  necesiaiy,  I  hope  1  shall  be  found  among 
those  who  woald  firmly  resent  the  insult  and  vin- 
dicate the  ininries  of  any  nation  on  earth.  Wiih 
ao  wide  a  field  for  negotiation,  with  so  many  im- 
portant objects  to  accoidplish,  I  subinit  it  to  the 
good  aetwe  of  the  Senate,  whether  it  will  be  pro- 
per to  tie  up  Ibe  hands  of  the  Exeeniire  in  the 
manner  contemplated  by  the  resolution.  If  the 
rcsolatbn  panes,  tbe  PrsMdeni  must  in  every 
e*ent  ^  demand  and  iosist  upon  the  restoratioo  of 
the  properly  of  our  ciiizeos,  captured  and  con- 
derooed  on  tbe  pretext  of  its  being  employed  in  a 
tnde  with  the  enemies  of  Qreat  Britaio,  prohibited 
in  time  of  peace;  aod  upon  the  indemnification 
of  SBoh  American  citizens,  for  their  losses  and 
damages  sustained  by  these  captures  and  oondem- 
Dations."  This  must  be  made  tbe  basis  on  which 
all  farther  proeeedinga  are  to  be  founded.  I  do 
not  wish  to  db  tniderstood  as  being  willing  to  give 
np  ihe  property  which  has  been  unjustly  taken 
from  our  citizens  without  an  equivalent.  An 
equivalent  ma^  be  obtained  in  many  ways.  If 
the  resolotion  i*  adhered  to  by  the  Executive,  a 
restitution  of  tbe  property  must  be  tRsiMed  on. 
Request  the  President  to  demand  and  insist,  and 
he  must  take  this  ground,  and  this  only,  if  we  pau 
this  resolution.  Although  ia  my  opimoo  this  rec- 
otoiion  was  not  intended  to  censure  the  Executive, ' 
yet,  it  wonld  seem  to  bear  that  construction.  But 
on  this  ground  I  will  not  oineet  to  it.  It  is  aoto- 
lious  to  every  getKleman  ot  the  Senate  that  the 
Praident  has  been,  aad  is  now  proaecaling  a  ne- 


gotiation on  the  subjects  which  seem  to  be  the  par- 
ticular objects  of  this  resolotion,  viz:  the  condem- 
nation of  out  ressels  and  the  impressment  of 
American  seamen.  It  would  therefore  seem  im- 
proper, on  this  ground,  to  pass  the  tesolutioa  in  its 
ptesGut  form.  I  know,  sir,  that  what  has  been  ao 
often  and  so  propetly  repeated  is  all-important  on 
thepresent  subject,  that iS|  thatweshoulabe  united 
in  what  we  do.  With  this  riewand  with  the  hope 
that  tbe  same  committee  can  offer  to  the  Senate  a 
resolution  varied  in  ilsform  from  the  one  before  us, 
and  embracing  the  wishes  of  at  least  a  great  ma- 
jority, and  1  hope  the  whole  Senate,  I  move  that 
the  resolution  be  recommitted. 

Mr.  Adair.— Mr.  President,  the  motion  before 
Ihe  Senate  is  to  recommit  the  resolution  to  a  spe- 
cial committee.  Gkntlemeo  in  favor  of  the  reso- 
lution as  it  stands,  have  called  upon  us  to  point 
out  the  alteiations  we  wish  to  make  in  it,  as  a 
caote  of  committnent;  I  will  do  so  by  stating  my 
objections  to  it  i(t  iu  present  shape.  The  first 
resolution  on  the  paper  which  I  hold  in  my  hand, 
and  which  met  with  a  unanimous  vote  of  tbe 
Senate  two  days  past,  contains  a  mere  declaration 
of  their  opinion  on  an  abstract  principle;  to  this 
resolution  I  fully  and  fte el y  assent,  although  I  did 
not  vote  for  it,  being  that  day  unwell  and  absent. 
Bui  this  second  resaTution,if  it  is  to  have  any  effect 
at  all,  is  meant  to  convey  an  insltuction  to  tbePreat- 
dent  of  tbe  United  States.  It  contains  a  request 
to  him,  not  only  that  he  wtU  endeavot  to  obtun 
an  adjustment  of  oat  differences  by  treaty,  but 
that  prior  to  this  he  will  "  demand  and  insist  iipon 
the  restoration  of  the  property  of  our  citizens  cap- 
tured and  condemned  on  tbe  pretence  of  its  being 
employed  in  a  trade  with  the  enemies  of  Qreat 
Britain,  prohibited  in  time  of  peace;  and  upon  the 
LDdemniucation  of  such  American  citizens  for  their 
losses  and  damages  sustained  by  these  captures 
and  condemnations;"  (hat  be  will  enter  into  ar- 
igements,-  dec.  This,  Mr.  President,  is  the  p«rt 
of  the  resolution  I  object  to.    It  is  going  too  far.  ' 

circumscribing  the  powers  of  the  Fresideiit, 
and  tying  him  down  to  a  particular  poinL  It  is 
making  that  the  tine  qua  non,  the  basis  on  which 
alone  be  is  to  treat;  at  least  it  is  doing  this  so  fkt 
as  an  opinion  of  tbe  Senate,  expressed  in  this  way, 
can  do  it.  It  really  looks  to  me,  as  if,  on  this  pw- 
liculai  point  of  the  restitution,  we  were  afraid  to 
trast  out  Ohief  Magistrate.  I  presume  there  is 
not  a  member  who  hears  me,  who  does  not  fuUr 
believe  tbe  captures  and  condemoatioos  alluded 
to  in  tbe  resolution  were  unjust;  that  they  are  ait 
ioftiogment  of  our  rights;  and  that  we  are  eoti- 
lied  to  restitution.  But  let  it  be  tememhered  that 
these  condemnations  are  the  solemn  decisions  of 

art  of  ver^  high  authority  in  Qreat  Britain; 

utt  that,  It  is  well  known,  acts  nndw  the 
conncils  (if  not. the  control)  of  the  cabinet  Mar 
we  net  then  reasonably  suppose  that  the  British 
GoreinBent  are  as  fully  assured  ^in  their  own 
miads)  that  these  oondemnatiojis  are  just  and 
warranted,  under  the  law  of  nations,  as  we  are 
that  they  are  unjust  and  unwarrartted;  and  that 
they  will  be  as  unwilling  to  acknowledge  in  tke 
bee  of  the  whole  world  that  they  have  been 
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wledge  ihat  we  have  raid  so  much 
viihoui  a  cause?  It  has  been  well  observed  by 
an  honorable  member  from  Tennessee,  that  in 
forming  commercial  [realies  of  this  kind,  there 
will  be  rarioud  points  lo  consider,  and  it  may  not 
be  necessary  lo  contend  for  strict  justice  in  every 
punetilioj  arran^ments  or  treaties,  when  there 
are  existing  diflereocea  to  setile,  must  always  be 
H  bargain  of  compromise  and  forbearance;  in  one 
point  we  may  give  a  Utile,  that  we  may  obtain 
an  equivalent  in  another.  So  it  may  turn  out  in 
settling  onr  disputes  with  Qreat  Britain.  Why 
then  are  we  not  satisfied  with  expressing  our 
opinion  on  the  great  principle  of  right;  and  leave 
it  altogether  with  our  Chief  Magistrate  la  enter 
into  and  point  out  the  details? 

It  is  asserted  by  the  advocates  of  the  resolution 
as  it  now  stands,  that  the  pari  objected  to,  has 
been  virtually  agreed  to  in  the  first  resolution; 
and  that  the  latter  part  of  the  second  recolution 
■0  qualifies  the  first  as  to  prevent  it  from  opera- 
ling  as  an  instruction  lo  or  restriction  on  the 
President.  To  this  1  answer,  that  the  same  prin- 
ciple, so  far  as  it  relates  to  the  United  States,  or 
to  the  British  Government,  is  certainly  contained 
in  the  first  resolution,  and,  therefore,  unnecessary 
to  be  thus  expressed  in  the  second  ;  and  if  it  is  not 
intended  lo  operate  as  an  instruction  to  the  Presi- 
dent, why  is  it  so  anxiously  retained  in  the  reso- 
lution ?  I  can  see  no  other  reason  for  this,  unless 
it  is  intended  as  s  declaration  of  the  Senate,  a 
solemn  pledge  to  bensed  on  some  future  occasion, 
by  the  mercnanis,  whose  property  has  been  thus 
condemned,  to  show  that  we  are  bound  to  obtain 
restitution  for  them  from  the  British  Qovernmenl, 
or  to  compensate  them  ourselves.  How  far  this 
may  be  right  is  not  now  for  me  to  say.  It  is  a 
subject  not  now  before  the  Senate,  and  I  thinic  it 
too  soon  to  make  the  declaration.  Nor  do  1  like 
to  see  such  a  measure  obtain  in  oilr  resolutions 
by  stealth  as  it  were;  unnoticed,  because  obscured 
by  the  brighter  blaze  of  mote  iniportant  objects. 
In  support  of  the  words  "demand  and  insist,"  an 
extract  has  been  read  from  a  letter  of  the  Presi- 
dent himself  to  his  Minister  abroad,  in  which  he 
uses  the  same  words.  But  is  there  no  difference 
between  the  President's  acting  officially,  giving 
instructions  to  his  Minister  where  it  is  necesssary 
and  proper  he  should  enter  into  the  details,  and 
our  merely  expressing  Sn  abstract  opinion  upon  a 
great  principle  before  it  officially  comes  before  us? 
The  President,  in  using  these  words,  does  it  with 
the  strictest  propriety;  and  1  trust  when  he  in- 
■trucis  a  Minister  agreeably  to  the  request  con- 
tained in  this  resolution,  that  he  will  make  use  of 
language  equally  strong.  He  shall  meet  with  my 
hearty  approbation,  nor  is  there  any  length  in  my 
power  that  I  will  not  oheerfully  goto  support  him. 
Vet,  still  I  am  unwilling  lo  tie  him  down  to  n 
particular  point,  or  to  express  an  opinion  in  detail 
upon  the  subject  of  a  treaty,  which  if  made  inust 
finally  he  laid  before  the  Senate  for  iheir  appro- 
bation. Let  it  be  remembered  that  in  the  first 
resolution  we  have  solemnly  pledged  ourselves  to 
■  principle  of  right;  we  are  ao  fat  bound,  ai  the 


obtain  an  equivalent, 
ought  to  satisfy  all.  In  this  second  resolution  we 
request  of  the  President  lo  obtain  for  us  the  free 
exercise  of  this  right  by  iteaiy.  Let  us  then  con- 
fide to  him  the  broad  field  of  negotiation ;  let  tia 
not  cramp  him.  Our  rights  are  secure  in  the 
hands  of  the  constituted  authorities  Should  he 
fail  of  success,  we  all  know  the  consequence ;  the 
next  and  last  alternative  is  war;  to  this  we  bU 


Peace  is  the  first  wish  of  our  hearts;  it  is  the  soul 
of  our  Government.  But  the  man  wbo  would 
not  prefer  war  to  oppression,  to  dishonor  and  in- 
famy, is  not  an  American.  One  word  more,  Mr. 
President,  and  I  have  done:  It  baa  been  conceded 
that  a  unanimity  of  sentiment  and  vote  is  desirm- 
ble  on  this  subject.  II.  then,  gentlemen  are  in 
earnest  when  they  say  tnoie  excepiionaUe  w«ds 
mean  no  more  than  what  is  contained  in  the  firat 
resolution,  and  convey  no  special  instruction  to 
the  President,  can  they  not  change  them  for  others 
equally  strong  as  lo  the  principle,  and  that  will 
meet  the  approbation  of  all?  Why  not  strike  them 
out,  and  in  lieu  of  them  request  the  President  lo 
enter  into  arrangements  agreeable  to  or  in  cod- 
fonnily  to  the  first  resolution?  Some  such  altera- 
tion as  this  would  certainly  retain  the  whole  idea 
avowed  by  the  advocates  of  the  present  resolution, 
and  as  the  special  direction  and  restriction  would 
be  left  out,  It  would  meet  with  my  eoncunence. 
To  obtain  some  such  alteration,  in  words  that  will 
be  asreeablelo  all,  is  the  object  I  have  in  toting 
for  tne  commitment;  and  as  one  day  cannot  ma- 
terially aSeci  us,  I  hope  we  will  be  indulged. 

Messrs.  J.  Q.UINCT  AnAHe,  Samuel  Smith,  * 
PicBBRiNO,  Tbact,  and  Maci.at,  delivered  iheit 


The  motion  to  re-commit  the  resolution  for 
tie  purpose  of  amending  it,  waa  lost — yeas  15, 


eolh  line. 

Messrs.  S.  Smitb,  and  Wbite,  opposed  the 
motion,  which  was  disafrreed  to — yeaslS,  naya 
16.as  follows: 

YK*s--Me»ra.  Adair,  Baiihrin,  Bradley,  G«Hlard, 
Howland,  Idgan,  Macla;,  Moore,  Planer,  Smith  of 
Vcrmant,  Sumter,  Tomer,  and  Worthingloib 

Nils — Messrs.  Adams,  Anderson,  Bayud, Gilman, 
Hillbeaw,  Kltchel,  Mitchill,  Pickering,  Smith  of  Ma- 
rylind,  Smith  of  New  York,  Smith  of  Ohio,  SmUh 
of  Tennewiee,  Tbruslon,  Tracy,  White,  and  Wright. 

Mr.  ToRtiaToM  moved  to  postpone  the  reaola- 
tion,  for  the  purpose  of  pretioutly  taking  up  and 
acting  upon  the  third,  which  prohibits  the  im- 
portation into  the  United  States  of  a  variety  of 
articles,  the  grow  lb.  ■produce,  or  maoufaclures  of 
Great  Britain,  after  the day  of next,  un- 
less equitable  arrangements  shall  be  made  be- 
tween the  United  States  and  Great  Britain. 

This  motion  was  lost— yeas  13. 
Messrs.  Israel  Smith  and  Bradlet  then  ipoke 
against  agreeii^  to  the  resolutioo.    The  jvmei- 
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tmI  groaod  taken  by  them  waa  that  it  became  the 
Seoate  (o  take  stronger  ground,  and  lo  adopt  vi^- 
oroos  meaaurea,  before  Ihey  requested  ibe  Eie- 
cotire  to  resume  negatiation. 

Mr.  Tract  advocated  the  reraluiioD.  He  did 
not  ihiok  negotiaiioD  exbansted.  He  thought  it 
became  the  Senate  to  make  one  further  attempt 
towards  D^otiatine  our  differences^fore  a  resort 
was  bad  to  warlike  measures.  The  President 
would  be  enabled  to  lake  this  step,  bjr  the  Senate, 
who  were  a  branch  of  the  wat'declariag  power, 
expressing  their  support  of  I|ie  measures  be  had 
UtKCD,  at  the  same  lime  that  thejr  requested  a 
renewal  of  the  negotiatiou. 

Mr.  MooKB  moved  to  strike  oat  the  words 
"cad  insist;"  which  motion  preTailed. 

Mr.  WoRTHiNOTON  said  that,  so  modified,  be 
shouM  vote  for  the  resolution. 

Mr.  KiTCBBL  obterred  that  he  was  sorry  to  in- 
trude upon  the  patience  of  the  Senate  at  that 
late  hour ;  but  the  obseTTaiions  of  tbegentleman 
who  had  just  sat  down  induced  him  to  ber  their 
indulgence  for  a  few  moments.  The  genlTeman, 
in  the  course  of  his  observations,  seems  to  have 
made  two  propositions  as  the  ground  of  his  oh- 
jeetion^viz:  that  the  resolution  now  under  con- 
■iderktioo  eoutaius  a  censure  tipoo  the  President, 
as  not  having  dene  hia  duty  in  negotiating;  ana 
(hat  by  paMing  it  we  are  going  to  sacrifice  the 
hodor  and  interests  of  the  United  Slates  and  its 
citizens. 

Mr.  President,  I  would  ask  in  what  manner  we 
■ball  do  eitberl  How  shall  we  censure  the  Presi- 
deoi?  He  has  negotiated  until  there  appears  no 
prospect  of  obtaining  that  justice  to  which  we 
are  entitled ;  and  he  has  bow  submitted  the  mat- 
ter to  Congress  to  pursue  inch  measures  as  shall 
appear  to  them  prudent. 

And  what  are  we  about  to  do?  Sir,  we  have 
already  unanimously  passed  one  resolutioo,  in 
which  we  say  that  iheeapture  and  condemnation  of 
the  vessels  and  cargoes  of  our  citizens  is  an  aspro- 
roked  violation  of  our  independence,  and  an  ag- 
^ssion  upon  ibe  properly  of  our  citizens.  And 
■f  that  declaration  is  correct  what  are  we  to  do 
farther  7  Are  we,  upon  the  strength  of  that  dec- 
laration, to  sit  down  and  fold  our  hands  together, 
and  expect  Britain  to  do  us  justice,  or  are  we  to 
declare  war?  Sir,  are  we  prepared  at  this  mo- 
ment to  declare  war  1  WiHitbewisel  Will  it 
be  prudent,  without  one  eSbrt  to  avoid  it,  with  all 
its  horrors  of  blood  and  destruction'?  Are  the 
people  now  prepared  to  meet  it,  without  our  mak- 
ing one  more  attempt  to  negotiate  t  Will  they 
My  we  hare  acted  wisely  1  I  believe  not.  Str 
we  are  one  component  part  of  Congress,  who 
have  the  sole  power  of  declaring  war;  and  by 
this  resolution  we  are  going  to  say  to  Britain — 
not  by  ourselves,  for  we  are  not  by  the  Constitu- 
tion anihorized  to  speak  to  foreign  nations  in  this 
way ;  but  we  are  about  to  request  the  President, 
in  our  behalf,  and  in  our  name,  and  in  the  name 
of  the  whole  people  of  the  United  States  to  say  to 
Britain— you  have  injured  us  by  your  unprovoked 
aggressions,  and  we  demand  satisfaction.  We 
can  bear  these  insults  no  longer ;  therefore,  make 


us  compensation  for  past  injuries,  and  do  us  joa- 
iLce  in  future;  and  we  are  willing  still  to  be 
friends.  Wherein  doe^  this  censure  the  President? 
He  has  pursued  negotiation  until  he  finds  it  un- 
availing.  We  now  ask  of  him  to  make  one  last 
e&ort  in  our  behalf,  before  we  appeal  to  the  last 
resort  of  war,  and  I  trust  we  shall  arm  him  with 
power  that  will  give  energy  to  this  last  negotia- 
tion. And  wherein  are  we  going  to  sacrifice  the 
honor  of  the  United  Slates  or  the  interests  of  the 
citizens?  Does  it  sacrifice  our  honor  toendeavor 
to  settle  our  differences  in  an  amicable  way, 
rather  than  to  fly  to  arms  and  deluge  (he  earth 
with  blood?  Wilt  it  fix  a  stigma  upon  us  in  tb« 
eyes  of  any  rational  men  or  nations?  I  believe 
not.  And  how  are  we  going  to  sacrifice  th«  iB> 
terests  of  our  citizens?  Do  we  do  it  by  demand- 
ing justice  for  them  of  Britain?  I  believe  that 
they  themselves  will  not  view  it  in  that  light, 
wbeo  ibey  see  it  followed  by  the  third  resoluiioDr 
which  I  hope  will  be  passed.  And  indeed  had  it 
not  have  been  for  the  expectations  of  that  resotH' 
tion  being  carried  into  eoeci,  in  such  a  manner  as 
to  give  energy  to  this.  I  should  have  withheld  ray 
vote  from  the  first.  But,  under  the  full  expecta- 
tion that  the  third  resolution  will  pass,  and  as  I 
do  not  believe  it  contains  any  censure  upon  the 
President,  and  as  I  believe  it  will  do  honor  tothe 
United  Slates  and  will  have  a  tendency  to  secure 
reparation  to  our  citizens,  I  shall  cheerfully  gire 

Mr.  Sm  tTu,  of  Ohio — M  r.  Presiden  t,  although  the 
resolution  on  your  table  caonot  impose  a  new  ob< 
ligation  on  the  Chief  Magistrate  of  this  countfr 
io  its  present  form,  yet,  from  its  coincidence  with 
the  letter  and  spirit  of  bis  message  at  the  opening 
of  the  present  session — from  its  presumptive  in- 
fluence at  home,  and  its  probable  effect  abroad,  I 
am  induced  to  believe  that  its  unauimoua  adoption 
is  important. 

The  resolaiion  ought  not  to  be  construed  into 
an  improper  interference  with  Executive  preroga- 
tive, for  it  will  not  suitnin  (bat  interpretation.  It 
is  the  Constitutional  right  and  the  daily  practice  of 
the  Senate  toadvisethe&xecutiveloadopi specific 
measures^  as  well  as  to  call  for  information  on 
diplotaatic  and  lecislaiive  subjects.  What  is  the 
object  of  the  resulution  ?  It  is,  that  this  branch 
of  the  Legislature  shall  sbare  in  the  responsibility 
of  employiog  means  to  execute  the  measure  pro- 
posed. This  is  magnanimous,  as  it  is  voluntary 
on  the  part  of  the  Senate,  for  in  adopting  the  re- 
solution we  atlach  a  high  degree  of  resposibility 
(0  ourselves  in  the  effects  to  he  produced. 

The  object  of  the  resolution  seems  lo  be  further 
illuslralea  on  two  grounds.  1.  "  That  the  Presi- 
dent demand  the  restoration  of  the  properly  of 
their  citizen^  captured  and  condemned  on  the 
pretext  of  its  being  employed  io  a  trade  with  the 
enemies  of  Oreat  Britain,  prohibited  in  time  of 
peace ;  and  upon  the  indemnification  of  such 
American  citizens,  for  their  losses  and  damages 
sustained  by  these  captures  and  condemnaliotaB." 
What  is  there  in  ibis  part  of  the  resolution  so  ob- 
jectionable to  honorable  gentlemen?  Ts  it  the 
of  the  captured  properly  of  out  eiti- 
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zensl  No!  Uittbe  indemoificatioD  of  our  ciii- 
zeDj,  for  ibeii  tosses  and  damages  suaiained  by 
the  capiures  of  which  we  compTain  1  Ii  cannot 
be.  To  wbat  then  are  exceptions  taken  ?  Two 
honorable  genllemen  have  given  the  answer. 
"  The  reioluiioD  if  adopted  will  be  an  encroaeh- 
nietU  upon  Ike  Eiecuiive  braocb  of  the  Govern- 
meot."  This  I  shall  deny,  until  convinced  of  (he 
impropriety  of  en  teriug  icto  any  reaolulioii  whicb 
expresses  to  one  branch  of  the  Government  the 
Tiews  and  desires  of  another.  The  freedom  of 
CDmrnunicatioQ  between  tlie  Legislative  and  Bx- 
ccuiive  branches  of  the  Government,  is  sanctioned 
by  the  law  and  usage  of  all  nations  that  are  free. 
Th«  resolution  does  not  assume  the  boldness  of  a 
i]]andale,bulthedelicalefoim  of  a  request.  Having 
obviated  this  objeclioD,  1  contend  that  the  seas  are 
the  high-road  of  the  world,  and  that  all  nations 
have  a  right  to  use  it.  That  we  ns  a  oeDiral  na- 
tion bav«  a  right  to  trade  with  all,  who  are  free 
to  trade  with  ub,  except  with  a  blockaded  port 
sod  in  articles  cootraband  of  war.  England  has 
imposed  a  new  restriction  beyond  the  cases  of 
coDtraband  and  blockade.  In  her  courts  of  ad- 
miralty, she  has  taken  a  lawless  distinction  be- 
tween a  trade  in  war  and  a  trade  in  peace;  and 
that  a  trade  not  permitted  in  peace  is  unlawful  in 
war.  I  pronounce  it  an  injurious  regulation  upon 
our  commerce,  and  which  I  trust  ourQovernmcnt 
will  not  submit  to,  as  it  is  repugnant  to  lbs  law 
of  nations  and  a  gross  violation  of  neutral  rights. 
'  Of  this  new  and  odious  principle,  the  President 
of  the  United  Slates  has  justly  complained,  and  I 
wish  the  Senate  to  unite  in  bearing  lesiimony 
against  it;  and  while  we  do  Ibis,  let  us  resort  to 
the  means  of  remunerating  our  injured  citizens. 
They  have  been  robbed  and  plundered  on  the 
high  seas,  while  sailing  under  the  American  flag 
&nd  engaged  in  a  lawful  trade.  1  feel  indignant 
at  this  outrage,  and  cannot  silently  and  deliber- 
ately see  our  Sag  insulted,  our  seamen  impressed, 
our  citizens  ruined,  and  our  trade  destroyed.  But, 
it  has  been  eaid,  if  we  adopt  the  resolution  it  will 
restrict  the  President  to  the  strong  attitude  of  de- 
manding the  restitution  of  our  property  taken  by 
British  cruisers,  and  condein nations.  Be  it  eoj 
he  will  not  surely  treat  with  them  but  on  the 
ground  of  restitution.  We  have  treated  England 
u  the  most  favored  nation,  in  all  our  commercial 
and  diplomatic  regulations;  she  has  requited  us 
with  the  imposition  of  insidious  duties,  with  pre. 
datory  snolialions  at  sea,  and  illegal  condemna- 
tions on  land.  Our  nation  will  be  avenged,  and  the 
greatest  objection  which  I  feel  to  the  resolutions 
u,  that  they  do  not  gofar  enough.  I  would  make 
a  provisional  declaration  of  war,  to  be  carried 
into  e£fect  with  vigor,  not  only  against  England, 
but  against  Spain,  and  any  other  Power  who, 
under  circumstances  so  aggravated,  refuse  to  re- 
dress our  wrongs.  Sir,  I  must  honestly  confess, 
thai  1  deprecate  the  flames  and  ravages  of ' 
that  I  should  lament  the  necessity  of  involving 
the  nation  as  much  as  any  man ;  bnt,  sir,  I  wish 
it  avoided  on  honorable  terms;  for  rather  than  see 
the  honor  and  the  tights  of  my  country  violated, 
1  would  wade  through  rivers  of  blood  and  fighl 


till  doomsday  in  their  defence.  The  second  ground 
of  illustration  appears  in  the  latter  part  of  ih« 
resolution,  and  in  the  following  words.  "To  enter 
into  such  arrangements  with  tDe  British  Govern- 
ment, on  this  and  all  other  diflerences  subsisting 
between  the  two  nations,  (and  particularly  re- 
specting the  impreismenc  of  American  seamen,) 
as  may  be  consistent  with  the  honor  and  inter- 
ests of  the  United  States,  and  manifest  their 
earnest  desire  to  obtain  for  themselvea  and  their 
citizens,  by  amicable  negotiation,  that  justice  to 
which  they  are  entitled."  Until  this  resolution 
caiae  into  debate,  I  flattered  myself  that  the  Sea- 
ale  would  have  adopted  it  unanimously.  The 
object  of  the  resolution  is  so  very  important  that 
I  could  not  imagine  one  bonotable  member  of  the 
Senate  would  be  found  refusing  to  support  it. 

Sir,  permit  me  to  ask,  can  a  true  Amerieaa  be 
indifiereni  to  the  depredations  committed  on  our 
neutral  rights,  and  does  not  the  impressment  of 
our  seamen  deserve  the  attention  of  the  Senate? 
Every  member  mutt  avow  it.  In  wbat  iben  do 
we  di^er?  Merely  in  the  phraseology  of  (he  reso- 
lution. I  did  hope  for  unanimity  m  the  Senate, 
as  well  upon  the  form  as  the  substance  of  this  reso- 
lution. In  this,  however.  I  am  disappointed,  and 
as  I  cannotprevent  it,  Iwkll  sit  down  and  regret  it. 

Messrs.  Looan  and  Pickehinq  spoke  in  favor 
of  the  resoiutioD,  and  Mr.  Isbaei.  Suits,  against 
it ;  when,  after  some.verbal  amendments,  (be  ques- 
tion was  taken  upon  it,  by  yeas  and  nays,  and  tbe 
resolution  carried — yeas  23,  nays  7,  as  follows: 

YsAs — Mssirvi  Adimi,  Anderson,  Bildwin.  B»7ard, 
Gullard,  Gilmui,  HiUhouae,  Howland,  Kit<;hel,  I-ogui, 
Mk1>7.  Mitohill,  Moore,  Fickenng,  Bmith  of  Mary- 
luid,  Smith  of  New  Ytnik,  South  of  Ohio,  Smith  of 
Tennesaee,  Tracy,  Turner,  White,  Worthijigton,  and 
Wright. 

Nats— Messrs.  Adair,  Bradley,  Flumei,  Smith  of 
Vermont,  Sione,  Stuoter,  and  Thruston, 

So  it  was  Reaolved,  That  the  President  of  the 
Uoited  States  be  requested  (o  demand  the  restor- 
ation of  the  property  of  their  citizens  captured  and 
condemned  on  the  pretext  of  its  being  employed 
in  a  trade  with  the  enemies  of  Great  Britain,  pro- 
hibited in  a  time  of  peace;  and  the  iadeiQnitica- 
tion  of  such  American  citizens,  for  their  losses 
and  damages  sustained  by  these  captures  and  con- 
demnations ;  and  to  enter  into  such  arrangements 
with  the  British  Government,  on  this  and  all 
other  differences  subsisting  between  the  two  na- 
tions,(and  particularly  respecting  the  impressment 
of  American  seamen,)  as  may  be  consistent  with 
the  honor  and  interests  of  the  United  States,  ahd 
manifest  their  earnest  desire  to  obtain  for  them- 
selves and  their  citizens,  by  amicable  negotiation, 
that  justice  to  which  they  are  entitled. 

MoNUiY,  February  17. 
Mr.  Maclay,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred,  on  the  14tb  instant,  the  bill,  entitled 
"An  act  declaring  the  consent  of  Congress  to  en 
aot  of  tbe  State  of  Pennsylvania,  entitled  'An  act 
to  empower  the  board  of  wardens  for  the  port  of 
Pbilaaelphia  to  collect  a  certain  duty  on  toaiuge, 
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for  the  purpose  theTein  mentioned,"  leported  the 
bill  ^tfiout  amendment. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  from  the  committee 
to  -whom  was  referred,  on  the  23d  of  January  last, 
the  bill  for  elasein^  the  militia,  and  assi^ins  to 
each  class  its  pariicular  duties,  reported  the  l)ill 
•tfixh  ameDdments ;  which  were  read,  and  ordered 
lo  lie  for  consideration. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  the 
GoTemor,  Jadges,  and  Secrelar?,  of  the  Indiana 
Territory,"  was  read  the  second  lime,  and  refer- 
red to  Mestrs.  Worthinaton,  Baldwih,  and 
BRAIII.ET,  to  consider  and  r^pwt  thereon. 

The  amendments  reported  by  the  committee, 
on  the  IStb  in«anl,  to  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act 
relating  to  bonds  given  by  marshals,"  and,  after 
deb«te,  posiponed. 

Mr.  HiLLHOCBE  presented  the  memorial  of  the 
Chamber  of  Commerce  of  the  city  of  Hew  Haren, 
in  ibe  State  of  Coaoeciioai,  represeniing  that  they 
"have  obserred,  with  no  common  degree  of  sur- 
jKiM  and  solicitude,  the  numerous  embarrassments 
which  the  navigation  of  the  United  States  hath 
■uiSered  by  the  adoption  ofnew  principles,  respect- 
ing neutral  nations,  in  the  Aamiraliy  Courts  of 
Qreat  Britain  ;"  and  prating  the  interposition  of 
Congress  in  the  prosecution  of  such  measures  as 
iDsy  protect  the  commerce  and  defend  the  sea- 
coasts  of  the  United  States;  and  the  memorial 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  committee 
appointed  on  the  6ib  of  January  last,  who  have  un- 
der consideraiioa  thememorial  of  the  mercbanisor 
the  city  of  New  York,  on  similar  subjects,  to  COD- 
ndet  and  report  thereon. 

Ttie  amendment  repotted  by  the  committee  lo 
the  bill,  emitted  "An  act  extending  the  powers 
of  the  Surveyor  General  to  the  Territory  of  Lou- 
isiana, was  considered,  and, after  debate,  postponed. 

The  Senate  took  into  consideration,  as  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  the  amendment  reported  to 
the  bill,  entitled  ''An  act  to  extend  jurisdiction,  in 
certain  cases,  to  State  judges  and  Slate  courts;" 
and  havine  agreed  thereto,  the  bill  was  amended 
according^,  and  reported  to  the  House. 

Ordered,  That  the  bill  pass  to  the  third  reading 
as  amended. 

The  bill  relating  to  the  salaries  of  the  Judges 
of  New  Orleans  waa  read  the  third  time,  and  the 
blank  in  the  first  section  thereof  liaving  beenSlled 
with  the  words  "  two  thousand  five  hundred,"  and 
the  blank  in  the  second  section  with  the  words 
"  five  hundred,"  and  the  bill  further  amended, 

Retolved,  That  this  bill  do  pass,  that  it  be  en- 
grossed, and  that  the  title  thereof  be,  ''An  act 
relating  to  the  salaries  of  the  Judges  of  New  Or- 
leans." 

The  Senate  took  intoconsideraiioD  the  amend- 
ments reported  to  the  hill  to  suspend  the  commer- 
cial intercourse  between  the  United  States  and 
the  French  island  of  St.  Domingo ;  and.  after  de- 
bate adjourned. 

TttBSDAY,  February  18. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  extend  jurisdiction. 

in  certain  cases,  to  State  judges  and  State  courts," 


was  read  the  third  time  as  amended ;  and  having 
been  further  amended. 

Resolved,  That  this  bill  do  pass  as  amended. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
a  bill,  entitled  "An  ant  declaring  the  town  of  Jer- 
sey, in  the  State  of  New  Jersey,  to  be  a  port  of 
delivery,  and  for  erecting  a  light-house  on  Wood 
Island,  or  Fletcher's  Neck,  in  the  Slate  of  Massa- 
chusetts ;"  in  which  they  desire  the  concurrence 
of  the  Senate. 

The  bill  was  read,  and  ordered  to  the  second 
reading. 

THADE  WITH  BT.  DOMINGO. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  third  reading  and  the 
consideration  of  llie  amendments  reported  to  the 
bill  to  suspend  the  commercial  iniercourse  be- 
tween the  United  States  and  the  French  island  of 
St.  Domingo;  and  the  report  was  in  pert  adopted; 
and  on  motion,  to  agree  to  theamendment report- 
ed by  the  committee,  as  asecond  section,  amended 
as  follows : 

Sic.  S.  And  be  it  furlker  enaeled.  That,  after  dtie 
notice  of  this  act,  at  the  nTcral  cnstom-honses,  no  ship 
or  vemel  nhatever  sfasJI  reeei'H  ■  ctearance  for  any 
port  or  place  within  theialand  of  St.  Domingo,  and  not 
in  the  aetual  poesmrion  of  France,  nor  shall  any  elesr- 
anee  be  granted  for  a  forsiRnToya^  touiy  ship  orvea- 
■el  owned,  hired,  or  employed,  tfholty,  or  in  part,  by 
Biny  penon  or  peiBona  resident  within  the  United  States, 
nntil  the  owner,  or  the  employer  for  the  voyage,  or  lu> 
&cloT  or  agent,  with  die  maMer,  ihall  give  bond  to  the 
United  Slates,  in  a  sum  equal  to  the  value  of  the  ves- 
sel and  of  her  cargo,  with  condition  that  the  ship  or 
veatel,  for  which  a  clearance  shall  be  required,  is  des- 
tined to  mme  port  or  place  without  the  limits  of  snch 
part  of  the  ialuid  of  St  Domingo,  as  shall  not  be  in 
the  Bctoal  pa«ession,  and  under  the  acknowledged 
Oovemment  of  France ;  and,  during  the  intended  Toy- 
age,  shall  not  be  volnntarily  carried,  or  permitted  lo  pro- 
ceed, whether  directly,  or  from  any  tntermediate  port 
m  place,  lo  any  port  or  place  within  eucfa  pert  of  the 
island  of  SL  Domingo,  as  shall  not  be  in  tbe  actual 
possession,  and  under  the  scknonledged  Ciovemment 
of  FrsLDca ;  and  in  case  of  being  forced  by  any  casualty 
into  any  port  or  place  hereby  interdicted,  shall  not,  at 
any  sudi  port  or  place,  TOluutaril;  8e1l,deliTer,  or  Qnlade 
Bay  part  of  such  cargo,  except  so  much  as  may  be  ab- 
solutely neoessaiy  to  defray  ^e  eipensee  requisite  to 
enable  such  •easel  to  proceed  on  her  intended  loyage  ; 
and,  generally,  that  such  ship  or  veaa^,  whilst  oa  such 
voyage,  shall  not  be  employed  in  any  traffic  or  cmn- 
msTca  with,  or  for,  any  person  resident  within  any  pait 
of  the  island  of  St.  Domingo,  not  in  the  actual  pee- 
session,  and  under  the  acluiowledged  GovM-nmeiU  of 

It  passed  in  tbe  affirmative— yeas  16,  nays  14, 
as  fallows : 

Tbis — Messrs.  Adsir,  Baldwin,  Condit,  Fanner, 
GaiUard,  Gihnan,  Howland,  Kitchel,  Logan,  Maclay, 
Moore,  Smith  of  New  York.Smjtbof  Tennessee,  Sum- 
tar,  Turner,  and  Worthjngton. 

NiTB — Messrs.  Adams,  Anderson,  Bayard,  Bradley, 
Hillhouse,  MilchLlI,  Pickering,  Plumer,  Smith  of  Mary- 
land, Smith  of  Ohio,  Smith  of  Vermont,  Tracy,  White, 
and  Wright. 

Co  moiioa,  the  Senate  adjourned- 
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Wednesdat,  February  19. 
The  following  Message  was  received  from  the 
President  or  the  United  States  : 
To  the  Senate  and  Hotue  of 

Repretmtativa  of  Ihe  VmUd  States  .- 

In  punu*iice  of  a  meuuie  propoaed  lo  Congita,  by 
■  MeiHge  of  Januuy  18th,  1803,  and  ranctioaed  by 
their  approbation,  for  carrying  it  into  execution.  Cap- 
tain Meriiretlier  Lewis,  of  tlie  first  regiment  of  in&nti^, 
wu  appointed,  with  a  party  of  men,  to  explore  the  river 
Miaaouri  from  ita  mouth  to  its  source,  and  crowing  the 
high  lands  bytheBhorte>tportige,toaedi  the  beat  water 
communication  thence  to  the  Pacific  Ocean  ;  and  Lieu- 
tenant Clarke  was  appoiDled  second  in  command.  They 
were  to  enter  into  conference  with  the  Indian  nationa 
on  Iheirruute,  with  a  view  to  the  establishment  of  com- 
merce with  them.  They  entered  the  Missouri,  May  14, 
1S04,  and  on  the  lit  of  Novemher,  took  up  their  win- 
ter quarters  near  the  Manden  towns,  sixteen  hundred 
and  nine  miles  above  the  mouth  of  the  tiTer,in  latitude 
470  31' 4r  north,  and  longitude  99"  24'  *6>  west,  from 
Greenwich.  On  the  8tb  of  April  tSOfi,  they  proceeded 
up  the  riTsr  in  pursuance  of  the  objects  prescribed  to 
them.  A  letter  of  the  preceding  ^y,  April  7,  from 
Captain  Lewis,  is  herewith  communicated.  During 
his  stay  among  the  Mudans,  he  has  been  able  lo  lay 
down  the  Miisouri,  according  lo  courses  and  distances 
taken  on  his  passage  up  it,  corrected  by  frequent  obser- 
Tationa  of  longitude  and  latitude,  and  to  add  to  the 
actaol  survey  of  this  portion  of  the  river,  a  general  map 
of  the  country  between  the  Mississippi  and  PaciSc, 
from  the  34th  to  the-Mth  degrees  of  latitude.  These 
additions  are  from  information  collected  from  Indians, 
with  whom  he  had  oppurtunittes  of  communicating 
during  his  joumej,  and  residence  with  them.  Copies 
of  this  map  are  now  presented  to  both  Houses  of  Con- 
gress. With  these,  I  communicate,  also,  a  statistical 
view,  procured  and  forwarded  bj  him,  of  the  Indian 
nations  inhabiting  the  Territory  of  Louisiana  and  the 
UlUntiiea  adjacent  to  its  northern  and  western  holders, 
and  of  other  interesting  circumstances  respecting  them. 

In  order  to  render  the  atatement  as  completo  as  ma; 
be,  of  the  Indians  inhabiting  the  country  west  of  the 
Mississippi,  I  add  Dr.Sibley'saccountof  those  reaiding 
in,  and  adjacsnt  to,  the  Territory  of  Orleans. 

I  communicate,  also,  from  the  same  person,  an  ao- 
coant  of  the  Red  river,  according  to  Uie  best  informa- 
tion he  has  been  able  to  crdtect. 

Having  been  disappointed,  after  ooUsiderable  prepa- 
ration, in  the  purpose  of  sending  an  exploring  party 
up  that  river  in  the  nimmer  of  1804,  it  was  thought 
beat  to  employ  the  autunn  of  that  year  in  procuring  a 
knowledge  of  an  interesting  branch  of  the  river  called 
the  Washita.  This  was  undertaken  under  the  direc- 
tion of  Mr.  Dunbar,  of  Nalchci,  ■  citizen  of  distin- 
guished science,  who  had  aide<),  and  continues  to  aid 
US,  with  his  disinterested  and  valuable  services,  in  the 
prosecution  of  these  enterprises.  He  ascended  the  river 
to  the  remarkable  hot-springs  near  it,  in  latitude  34°  31' 
4.16\  longitude  82°  SV  45>  west,  from  Greenwich, taking 
its  courses  and  distancea,  and  coneeting  them  by  fre- 
qaeul  celestial  observations.  Extracts  from  bis  obsei- 
•ationa,  and  copies  of  his  map  of  the  river,  from  its 
-     -  -  e  present 


month  to  the  hot^prings,  make  part  of  Ih 
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itself,  is  bat  now  comiDencing. 

FfikcAai  19,  leoe. 


TH.  JEFFERSON. 


The  bili,  entitled  "An  act  declaring  the  town 
of  Jersey,  m  the  Slate  of  New  Jersey,  to  be  a  port 
of  delivery,  and  for  erecting  a  light-botise  on 
Wood  Island,  or  Fletcher's  Pfeck,  in  the  Slate  of 
Massachiueiis  j"  was  read  the  second  time,  as  in 
Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  lo  Messrs.  Kitchbl, 
AoAya,  and  CorrniT,  lo  consider  and  report  upon. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  second  reading  of  ibe  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  declaring  the  consent  of  Congress  to  >n  act  of 
the  State  of  PeDaEylvaaia,  entitled  'An  act  to  em- 
power the  Board  of  Warden*  for  the  port  of  Phil- 
adelphia to  collect  a  certain  duty  on  tonnage,  for 
tbe  purposes  therein  meniiuned,"  and  having  re- 
ported It  to  (be  Hoase  without  ameDdment,  it  was 
ordered  to  tbe  third  reading. 

A  message  from  the  Houae  of  Representalivea 
informed  the  Senate  (hat  tbe  House  bare  passed 
a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  tocorporaie  the  Trustees 
of  the  Pretbyierian  Cangregalion  of  Georgetown," 
in  which  bill  they  desire  tlie  coocutrencg  of  the 

The  Senate  resumed  tbe  third  reading  of  the 
bill  to  suspend  tbe  commercial  intercourse  bet  ween 
the  United  Stales  and  the  French  island  of  St. 
Domingo:  and,  on  motion,  it  was  agreed  to  add 
two  new  sections  thereto. 

On  moiion,  by  one  of  the  majority,  to  reconsid- 
er the  second  section  adopted  yestetoay,  it  passed 
inxhe  negative — yeas  14,  nays  17,  as  follows: 

YiAa — Messrs.  Adams,  Anderson,  Bayard,  Bradley, 
Gilman,  Hillhouae,  MitchiU,  Pickering,  Ptumer,  Smith 
t  of  Maryland,  Smith  ofOhio,  Tracy,  White,  and  Wright. 

Ntxa — Messrs.  Adair,  Baldwin,  Condit,  Fenner, 
Gaillard,  Howlaud,  Kitchel,  Logan,  Maclay,  Moore, 
Smithof  New  fork.  Smith  of  Tennessee,  Stone,  Sum- 
ter, Thniston.  Turner,  and  Worthington. 

Thohsdav,  February  20. 

The  following  moiion  was  submitted  for  con- 
sideration : 

Reeotoed,  That  aeootioittee  be  appointed  to  wait  on 
the  President  of  the  United  States,  and  present  to  him 
the  two  resolutions  paaaed  on  the  13th  and  14th  instant, 
February. 

Mr.  Anaue,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  bill  to  jirevent  the  abuse  of  the  priv- 
ileges and  immunities  enjoyed  by  foreign  Minis- 
ters within  tbe  United  Stales,  reported  the  same, 
with  the  following  amendment: 

Sic.  4.  And  belt  further  matted.  That  whenever 
Ibe  President  of  the  United  Sutea  shall,  under  the  au- 
thority of  Uie  laws  of  nations  and  ofthia  act,  send  any 
foreign  Ambassador,  Minister, or  other  person  as  afore- 
said, so  afTending,  faomelo  bis  Sovereign,  he  shall  issue 
biswamnt  to  any  officer,  civil  or  military,  under  tbe  au- 
thority of  the  United  States,  commanding  him  to  pro- 
vide for  the  departure  of  the  aaid  Ambassador,  Minister, 
or  other  person  as  aforessid,  so  offending  :  taking  doe 
precanliona  to  avoid  all  improper  or  unnecessary  vio- 
lence in  executingsaid  warrant.  And  all  ofEcera,  dvil  _ 
and  military,  under  tbe  authority  of  the  United  SMet, 
are  required  to  be  obedient  to  such  wvrant. 
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Tbe  bill  brought  vp  from  the  House  or  Repre- 
seotatives  for  concnrrence,  enlitled  "An  act  to  in- 
corporate the  Truslees  of  ihe  Presbylerian  Con- 
gr^fiion  of  George  town,"  was  read,  and  ordered 
to  tne  BPcond  reading. 

The  Senaie  resumed,  es  in  Commiitee  of  the 
Whole^  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  relating  to  bonds 
given  bf  Marshal 9."  and  the  amendment  of  tbe 
special  committee  having  been  disagrepd  to,  the 
bill  was  reported  to  the  House  without  amend- 

Ordered,  That  this  bill  pass  to  a  third  reading. 

The  Senate  took  into  coosideraiion,  as  in  Com' 
mittee  of  the  Whole,  the  amendments  reported  to 
the  bill  for  classing  the  tnilitia,  and  assigning  to 
each  class  its  panicnlar  duties,  and  agreed  thereto; 
aad  the  bill  wa!  reported  to  the  House  accordingly. 

■      TRADE  WITH  ST.  DOMINGO. 
The  Senate  resDmed  the  third  readin?  of  the 
bill  to  suspend  tbe  commercial  intercourse  bet  ween 
the  United  Stales  and  the  French  islaad  of  St. 

Mr.  White.— Mr.  President,  the  Senate  hare, 
I  beliere,  decided  that  this  quesiioD  shall  be  taken 
by  the  yeas  and  nays,  otherwise  I  will  hereafter 
make  to  you  that  motion, 'in  order  to  place  upon 
the  jonrnals  my  rote  against  a  bill,  which,  in- 
Etead  of  going  to  inhibit,  according  to  the  Ian- 
gnage  of  the  gentleman  from  Ohio,  (Mr.  Wob- 
THiNOTaN,)  a  disgraceful  commerce,  will  itself, 
if  passed  under  present  circumstances,  as  I  con- 
ceire,  be  a  disgrace  to  this  GoTernment.  We 
have  sincerely  to  regret  that  the  information  we 
sought  on  this  occasion,  and  coosidered  so  neces- 
sary to  the  di.iGussioo  of  the  subject,  has  been 
denied  us;  and  that  denial,  1  will  confess,  was 
tbe  less  expected,  and  the  less  welcome,  it  being 
well  Qodersiood  that  the  light  we  wisbed  was 


s  that  may  have  induced  genlk . 

negative  a  request  apparently  so  just,  and  cener- 
ally  granted  almost  as  a  matter  of  course,  I  pre- 
sume Dot  to  conjecture.  They  had  no  doubt 
stroo^  ones,  but  were  not  so  obliging  as  to  com- 
municate tliem  to  us.  I  wish  not,  howerer,  to  be 
understood  as  making  this  a  subject  of  complaint; 
it  woald  be  idle  to  do  so.  I  Itnowlhat  power  does 
usually  not  only  what  it  wills,  bui  mostly  what  it 
can;  and  the  minority  here,  on  anv  s object,  in- 
stead of  expecting  favors,  may  thint  tliemselves 
well  off  if  permitted  to  retain  and  to  exercise  the 
rights  guarantied  to  iliem  by  the  Constitution  of 
the  country,  and  entrenched  behind  tbe  rules  of 
the  Senate.  If,  therefore,  on  this  occas' 
tiemen  bave  nothing  to  accuse  ibemsei' 
on  the  score  of  a  want  of  liberality,  ii  ' 
intention  to  charge  them  with  injusti_..  . 
be  recollected  that  the  bill,  as  originally 
duced  on  this  subject  by  the  gentleman  irom 
Pennsylvania,  (Mr,  Looai«,)  was  variant  in  every 
shape  and  feature  from  that  nDw  before  us.  The 
X  first  bill  1  considered  altogether  impotent,  and  bad 
little  or  no  concern  as  to  its  fate;  but  that  now 
nnder  consideration,  as  presented  by  the  commit- 


tee, is  of  a  very  diSerent  complexion,  and  goes 
the  full  length  of  interdicting  all  commerce  be* 
tween  this  country  and  the  island  of  St.  Domineo. 
Neither  in  justice  nor  m^wisdom,  sir.  is  it  the 
duty  or  the  interest  of  tiiis  Government  to  adopt 
the  present  measure.  I  do  not,  as  some  other 
gentlemen  have  professed,  consider  it  a  measure 
of  pelicy,  Dov  will  I  call  it  a  measure  of  fear ;  bat 
it  certainly  savors  of  the  most  timid  prudence  I 
have  ever  seen  operating  in  this  body,  little  cal- 
culated to  acquire  us  honor  abroad,  or  to  prolong 
our  peace  at  home  ;  and  if  gentlemen  have  really 
persuaded  themselves  that  the  decision  we  are 
about  10  make  involves  merely  a  question  of  pol- 
icy, in  my  bumble  opinion  they  most  egreglously 
mistake.  No  such  construction  will  be  given  to 
it ;  none  such,  give  me  leave  to  say,  is  it  entitled 
to  bear.  The  surrender  of  this  commerce  baa 
never  been  asked  of  us  as  a  temporary  saeriGce  to 
the  convenience  and  accommodation  of  France;  -y, 
but  has  been  demanded  of  us,  in  the  most  insult- 
ing and  peremptory  style,  as  a  matter  of  right; 
and  passing  this  bill,  under  present  circumstances, 
will  be  an  acknowledgment  of  the  right  in  France 
to  interdict  us  this  trade.  It  will  be  a  direct 
abandonment  of  all  right  to  it  on  our  part,  and 
establishing  a  precedent  against  ourselves,  that 
will  be  holden  obligatory  upon  us  in  all  future 
cases  of  the  same  ktnil.  In  this  aspect  the  sub- 
ject must  develope  iiSelf  to  every  gentleman  as 
one  of  the  utmost  magnitude  to  the  United  Statea, 
If  our  commerce  with  St.  Domingo  was  worth 
nothing.  I  would  ecjually  resist  the  present  meas- 
ure; it  is  the  principle  I  object  to.  I  object,  and' 
will  forever  object,  to  the  solemn  recognition  on 
the  part  of  this  Government,  of  a  right  in  foreign 
Powers  that  may,  and  hereafter  will  be  exer- 
cised, if  now  admitted,  to  the  injury  of  the  Amer- 
ican commerce,  and  of  the  American  character. 
If  gentlemen  will  look  for  a  moment  about  them, 
wilt  attend  to  our  position  in  the  world,  and  to 
the  colonial  establishments  of  the  European  na- 
tions  around  us,  they  cannot  but  be  convinced, 
that  cases  similar  to  this  must  often  happen. 
The  sooner  we  take  our  ground  therefore,  the 
better;  the  less  difficulty  we  shall  have  hereafter; 
and  Eurrly  a  more  suitable  opportunity  than  the 

f I  resent  can  never  be  expected  to  occur;  especjal- 
y,  sir,  when  we  reflect  upon  the  most  uncourtly, 
indignant,  and  domineering  manner,  by  whictl 
France  has  attempted  to  bully  and  terrify  us  into 
this  measure  of  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylva- 
nia—and the  gentleman  himself,  yesterday,  un- 
masked the  bill.  In  his  great  zeal  be  told  us  that 
we  had  already  tampered  loo  long  on  the  subject; 
that  France  bad  now  demanded  tbe  measure  of 
us,  and  its  adoption  had  become  a  matter  of  ne> 
eessjty  on  our  part.  Degrading  idea!  Whore 
then  has  gone  our  nationarhonor  and  our  boasted 
independence?  What  was  this  but  to  tell  us,  that 
such  is  now  our  bumbled  state,  when  France 
commands  we  have  no  alternative  but  obedience ; 
and  that  even  to  deliberate  is  dangerous?  fHere 
Mr.  LooAit  observed  that  he  did  not  recollect  hav- 
ing used  the  word  "demanded ;"  to  which  anothet 
gentleman  answered,  he  certainly  had.]    I  had 
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expected,  Mr.  Preeideot  as  must  have  been  the 


;,  (Mr.  L.,)whL.  __ 
submitted  to  the  Senate  a.  proposition  of  tiuch  in- 
finite importance,  would  bave  assigaed  at  least 
aome  plausible  reasons  for  doing  so ;  but  we  are 
now  as  much  in  (he  dark  as  when  our  allenlion 
was  fiist  called  to  the  subject.  The  goDtleman 
was  indeed  pleased  to  refresh  oui  memories  by 
reading  to  us  some  old  documents  thai  were  pre- 
■ented  to  Congress  at  ibeir  last  session,  which 
veie  then  acted'  upon,  and  would  perhaps  never 
have  been  thought  of  again,  but  for  his  Kindness 
and  research.  Not  a  single  argument,  however, 
has  been  adduced  in  support  ofthe  bill,  that  has 
□ot,  for  more  than  a  year  past,  been  losing  what 
little  force  it  might  origioally  bare  contained; 
and,  most  unfortunately  for  the  mover,  the  very 
document  upon  which  he  principally  relies,  and 
to  which  he  nas  sooften  referred  us,  furnishes  the 
strongest  argument  against  him— I  mean  the  Pres- 
ident's Message  to  the  last  Congress,  That  the 
President  should  bave  thought  it  necessary  lo  call 
the  atteniioD  of  Congress  to  this  subject,  at  their 
last  session,  and  not  at  their  present,  as  is  the  fact, 
shows  most  distinctly  bis  opinion,  thai  whaierer 
reasons  required  at  that  time  Congressional  in- 
terference, liave  since  csased  to  eiiat. 

I  will  here  cursorily  premise,  that  I  must  be 
excused  in  parsing  over,  without  observatiou,  the 
communications  that  have  been  recently  made 
on  this  subject  by  the  French  Minister  to  our 
Government,  and  by  Mr.  Talleyrand  to  General 
'  Armstrong.  They  are  of  a  kind  not  to  admit  of 
comments,  without  provoking  such  animadver- 
sions as  the  respect  due  to  the  exalted  stations 
those  gentlemen  Gil,  and  to  the  Oov«rnment  they 
represent,  will  not  permit  me  to  indulge  myself  in 
for  a  moment.  One  thing,  however,  I  will  say:— 
that  whatever  influence  their  threats  and  invec- 
tives may  acquire,  certainly  their  arguments  are 
entitled  to  none ;  for  tbey  have  not  condescended 
to  use  a  single  one ;  but  bave  taken  as  granted 
the  very  points  in  dispute,  viz :  that  the  blacks  of 
St.  Domioffo  are  the  daves  of  the  French,  and 
now  in  such  a  state  of  revolt  that  no  nation  has  a 
light  to  trade  with  them.  To  these  points  I  will 
presently  give  some  attention,  al^er  a  few  obser- 
vations on  the  subject  of  onr  West  India  com- 
merce, generally,  as  connected  with  this  question. 
It  is  well  known,  sir,  that  a  considerable  portion 
of  the  commerce,  which  of  late  years  has  so  ra- 
pidly enriched  our  citizens,  and  advanced,  beyond 
the  most  sanguine  calculaiiens,  our  national 
weialth  and  political  consequence,  has  consisted 
in  the  increased  intercourse  with  the  West  India 
islands;  and  this  has  arisen  chiefly  from  our  neu- 
tral and  neighboring  situation  tovard  those  isl- 
ands: from  the  unrestrained  and  enterprising 
spirit  of  our  merchants,  and  from  a  combination 
of  circumstances  that  nave  been  sutScient  to  in- 
roWe,  and  continue  in  war  for  a  number  of  years, 
the  most  commercial  Powers  of  Europe.  60  ex- 
tensive and  valuable  has  our  trade  become  in  the 
West  Indian  seas,  that  it  has  excited,  and  is  daily 
iacreasing  the  jealousies  of  other  nations  j  and, 


tainly,  in  the  same  gradation,  at  least,  should 
urease  our  disposition  to  protect  and  to  foster  it. 
But  what,  let  me  ask,  must  be  the  inevitable  op- 
eration of  the  measure  now  before  us?  To  pros- 
trate completely,  at  a  single  blow,  the  most  valua- 
ble part  of  it  remaining,  aud  to  jeopardize  the 
whole.  As  if  not  content  with  the  branches  that 
have  been  lopped  off  by  the  British,  the  French, 
and  the  Spaniards,  the  genlleman  from  Pennsylva- 
nia wilt  himself  now  lay  the  aie  to  the  root  of  the 
tree ;  add  thisj  loo,  at  a  moment  when  our  com- 
merce is  approaohing  the  most  cripplad  and  ruin- 
ous condition ;  when  the  principal  commercial 
nations  of  Europe  are  exerting  every  effort  short 
of  actual  war  10  crush  it;  wben  your  table  is 
loaded  with  the  memorials  of  your  citizens,  com* 
plaining  of  the  injustice  and  violence  to  which 
they  are  subjected  in  everv  part  of  the  world,  and 
preying  the  protection  of  tlieir  Qovernmeol;  whea 
the  President  of  the  United  Stales  is  communi- 
cating to  us  message  after  message  upon  this  very 
subject;  when  almost  every  mail  that  arrives 
brings  to  us  the  unwelcome  intelligence  of  some 
additional  outrages  upon   the  ncrsons  and  the 

Sroperty  of  our  countrymen;  ana  scarcely  a  wind 
'om  any  quarter  of  the  globe  but  swells  the  cat- 
alogue of  their  grievances. 

Our  local  situation,  Mr.  President,  gives  to  us 
advantages  in  the  commerce  of  the  West  Indies 
ov«T  all  the  nations  of  the  world  ;  and  it  is  not 
only  the  right  and  the  interest  but  it  is  the  duty 
of  this  Government,  by  every  fair  and  honorable 
means,  to  protect  and  encourage  our  citizens  in 
(be  exercise  of  those  advantages.  If,  in  other  re- 
spects, we  pursue  a  wise  policy,  and  remain  ab- 
stracted from  the  convulsions  of  Europe,  that  for 
many  years  to  come  are  not  likely  (o  nave  much, 
intervaljenjoying,  as  we  shall, all  the  advantages 
of  peace-wages,  peace-freight,  peace-insurance, 
and  the  other  peace  privileges  of  neutral  traders, 
we  must  nearly  acquire  a  monopoly  of  this  com- 
merce. We  can  make  usually  a  treble  voya^; 
that  is,  from  (his  continent  to  the  West  Indies, 
thence  to  Europe,  and  back  to  America  again,  in 
the  time  (bat  tne  European  vessels  are  engaged 
in  one  West  India  voyage.  This  circumstance  of 
itself,  properly  improved,  at  a  period  perhaps  not 
very  remote,  whenever  others  of  those  iiilands 
may  be  released  from,  or  refuse  longer  submission 
to  their  present  colonial  restrictions  upon  com- 
merce, will  enable  us  to  rival  even  the  British 
in  transporting  to  the  markets  of  Europe  the  very 
valuable  productions  of  the  West  Indies,  such  as 
sugar,  molasses,  coffee,  spirits,  &,c.  Again,  sir,  I 
state  nothing  new  when  I  say  (hat  the  produce 
of  this  country  is  essential  to  the  West  India  isl- 
ands, and  the  facility  with  which  we  can  convev 
it  to  them,  must  at  all  times  enable  us  to  furnish 
them  much  cheaper  than  they  can  be  furnished 
by  any  other  people.  It  requires  Dot  indeed  the 
spirit  of  propoecy  to  foretell,  (ha(  the  time  mast 
come  when  the  very  convenient  and  commaodiag 
sitnalion  we  occupy,  in  every  point  of  view,  rela- 
tive to  (he  most  valuable  of  those  islands,  will 
place  in  our  hands  the  entire  control  of  their 
trade;  that  is,  if  we  pursue  a  wise  and  politic 
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'  system  of  measures  in  relation  to  them ;  holding 
fast  DpoQ  all  the  great  advaniagM  nature  has 
gifen  aa,  and  promptly  aTailins  oumlresof  such 
others  as  ctrcumslaDces  may  Uirov  in  our  \nj. 
■  As  a  source  of  public  reveoue ;  as  a  means  of  in- 
creasing  our  oalioDal  capital;  and,  tbou^h  last, 
not  Wsi,  B3  a  nursery  for  our  seamen,  the  irajwrt- 
ance  of  this  commerce  to  the  United  Slates,  la  in- 
calculable,  and  should  be  guarded  with  a  jealous 
eye;  T»e  should  never  suffer  our  rightful  parlioi- 

Gtion  in  it  to  be  diminished  by  others,  mnch  less 
ve  the  folly  to  dimiaish  it  ourselves.  Those 
islands  are  situated  in  our  very  neighborhood,  and 
bnt  for  the  arbitrary  colonial  reslriclioos  up6n 
commerce,  (o  which  they  are  now  subject,  no 
other  nation  could  hold  a  successful  competition 
with  na  in  their  markets,  unless  some  such  ill- 
t  jodged,  baleful,  anti-commercial  mrasure,  as  has 
DOW  fallen  to  the  genius  of  the  gentleman  from 
Pennsylvania  to  contrive,  should  enable  them  to 
do  90. 

1  will  now,  sir,  notice  the  relative  hostile  siioa- 
lions  of  Prance  and  St.  Domingo,  and  see  how 
far  gentlemen  are  borne  o«[  in  their  positions — 
thai  the  people  of  St.  Domingo  can  be  consid- 
ered only  as  revolted  slaves,  or.  at  best,  as  French 
subjects  now  in  a  stale  of  rebellion;  that  they  are 
nationally  in  no  respect  separated  from  Prance ; 
that  to  trade  with  them  is  a  viotation  of  the  laws 
of  nations,  and  that  we  have  no  right  to  do  so. 
This,  so  far  as  I  could  understand  them,  forms  a 
summary  of  the  points  that  have  been  urged  in 
luppoTt  of  the  present  measure,  and  in  opposition 
to  the  trade;  each  of  which  deserves  some  atien- 
tion.  If  I  am  wrong  in  these  points,  the  friends 
of  the  bill  will  please  now  to  correct  me;  and  I 
hope  gentlemen  will  become  convinced  during 
the  discussion,  that  the  case  which  so  many  of 
them  have  slated,  of  any  foreign  Power  auecoring 
and  protecting  the  revolted  slaves  of  tbe  Boutbern 
Slates,  is  not  the  parallel  of  that  before  us.  As 
to  the  first  point,  it  is  to  be  recollected,  that  some 
years  past,  to  quote  from  hi^h  authority,  "dniiog 
the  agonizing  spasms  of  infuriated  man,  seeking 
\  through  blood  and  slaughter  his  long  lost  liber- 
ties," when  our  enlightened  sister  Republic  of 
Prance  was,  in  her  abundaut  kindness,  forcing 
liberty  npon  all  the  world,  and  propagating  the 
rights  of  man  at  tbe  point  of  the  bayonet,  in  one 
of  her  paroxysms  of  philanthropy,  she  proclaimed, 
by  a  solemn  decree  of  her  Convention,  the  bless- 
ings of  liberty  and  equality  to  the  blacks  of  St. 
Domingo  loo;  invited  ihera  to  the  fraternal  em- 
brace, and  to  the  honors  of  a  Conveniional  silting. 
The  wisdom  or  the  policy  of  this  proceeding,  ii  is 
not  my  business  to  inquire  into,  out  it  certainly 
affords  some  excuse,  if  any  be  necessary,  for  the . 
subsequent  conduct  of  those  unfortunate  people. 
The  decree  abolishing  forever  slavery  in  the  West 
Indies,  (French,)  aniTextendiDg  ail  the  blessings 
of  citizenship  and  equality  to  every  human  crea- 
ture, of  whatever  grade  or  color,  iheu  under  the 
Government  of  France,  passed  the  Convention  in 
February,  seventeen  hundred  and  ninety-four.  The 
existence  of  such  a.  paper  I  did  not  expect  wonid 
hiTe  been  doubted  here  till  the  genllemui  from 


New  Jersey  (Mr.  Kitcbii.)  actually  denied  it. 
In  the  new  Annual  Register,  of  ninely-four.  is  the 
following  account  of  it,  page  347:  '-La  Ctoix  rose 
'  to  move  the  entire  abolition  of  slavery  tn  the 
'  dominions  of  France.  Tbe  National  Conven- 
'  tion  rose  spontaneously  to  decree  the  proposition 
'  of  La  Croix.  On  motion  of  Daoton,  ou  the  5lh, 
'  the  Convention  resolved  to  refer  to  the  Commit- 
'  tee  of  Public  Safety  the  decree  of  emancipation, 
'  in  order  thai  [hey  might  provide  the  most  effect-  . 
'  ual  and  eafesi  means  of  carrying  it  into  effect." 
Bui  here  is  the  decree  itself  as  taken  from  the 
GcDileman's  Magazine,  and  furnished  to  ma  by  a 
friend:  ''National  Convention,  1794,  February 
'  4th.  The  National  Convention  decrees  that 
'  slavtry  is  abolished  in  all  the  French  colonies. 
'  It  decrees  in  consequence  that  all  the  inhabitants 
'  of  the  French  colonies,  of  whatever  color,  are 
'  French  citizens,  and  from  this  day  forward  shall 
'  enjoy  those  rights  which  are  secured  to  them  by 
'  the  declaration  of  rights,  and  by  the  Constilu- 
'  lion."  And  this  same  principle  the  Convention 
frequently  recognised,  by  receiving  at  their  bar, 
in  the  most  complimentary  manner,  various  dep- 
utations of  blacks  from  the  West  Indies,  thanking 
them  for  the  boon  conferred  upon  them.  One  oT 
these  instances,  among  many  others.  I  will  sub- 
mil,  as  a  curiosity  in  legislaiivo  jiroceedings,  to 
the  Senate:  "National  Convention.  Order  of 
'  the  day.  A  band  of  blacks  of  both  sexes,  amidst 
'  the  sound  of  martial  music,  and  escorted  by  a 
'  great  band  of  Parisians,  came  into  the  hall  to  re- 
'  turn  thanks  to  the  Legislature  for  having  raised 
'  them  to  the  rank  of  men.  The  President  gave 
'  the  fYaternal  kiss  to  an  old  negress,  114  years 
'  old, and  moiherof  elevenchildren.  Afterwhtch 
'she  was  respectfully  conducted  to  an  armed 
'  chair  and  sealed  by  the  side  of  ihe  President, 
'  amid  the  loudest  bursts  of  applause."  By  the 
original  decree,  Ibe  liberty  of  the  blacks  was  estab- 
lished. This  ceremony,  it  seems,  was  only  to 
show  their  equality ;  and  certainly,  sir,  the  Presi- 
dent could  not  have  given  a  much  stronger,  or  a 
much  kinder  evidence  of  it  to  the  old  lady.  Bnt, 
Mr.  President,  the  claim  of  those  people  to  free- 
dom does  not  rest  here.  I  have  in  my  band  a 
document  of  much  more  recent  date,  and  even 
more  to  he  relied  upon.  It  is  the  proclamatioa 
of  the  then  First  Consul,  now  the  Emperor  and 
King,  to  the  people  of  St.  Domingo,  when  Gen- 
eral Le  Clerc  went  there,  in  the  winter  of  1801, 
at  the  head  of  the  French  forces,  which  I  will  read, 
t,  a  short  proclamation  of  Qeneral  Le  Cleic's: 

LIBEBTV.     BaOALITT. 

PROCLAMATION. 

On  board  the  Ocean,  off  the  Oape,  the  ISth  of  Phl- 

vioie,  10th  year  of  the  French  Republic,  (Feb.  6, 

Le  Clerc,  General-in-ehief  of  the  Army  of  St.  Dimin- 
go.  Captain  Omeral  of  Ike  Colony,  to  the  inhabi- 
tants of  St.  Domingo  .- 

Inhabitants  of  St.  Domingo !  Read  Ihs  proclsina- 
fion  of  the  First  Consul  of  Ihe  RepaMic.  It  assm-es 
to  the  blacks  thai  liberty  for  which  they  have  to  long 
fought ;  to  commerce  and  to  agrionlince  that  prosperity 
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nithout  nhich  there  can  be  do  cDloniM.     His  t>rODii>e 

will  be  faithfully  fullilled  ;  to  doubt  it  nould  be  a  dime 
The  GenerBl-in-chiBf, 

LE  CLERC,  Caplain  Gtntral. 
By  order  of  the  Genetal -in-chief, 
LEMOIR 


10th  yeu 

ble,  (November  8,  1801.) 

PROCLAMATION. 

Tie  Cantuii  of  the  Jtmablic  to  the  Inhabilanti  of  SI. 

Domingo. 

Inhabitant*  of  St.  Domingo !  Whaterar  'may  be 
your  origin  and  your  color,  ye  are  all  Frenchmen  ;  ye 
are  all  free,  and  all  equal  before  God  a^d  the  Republic 

France,  like  Bt.  DomiogOi  haa  been  a  prey  to  fac- 
tiona,  and  torn  by  civil  and  foreign  wars.  But  all  ii 
changed !  Every  people  have  embraced  Frenchmen, 
and  have  awom  to  ihem  peace  and  friendship !  All 
Frenchmen  have  likewise  embraced  each  other,  and 
have  aworn  to  be  all  friends  and  brother*.  Como  ye, 
alao,  and  embrace  Frenchmen,  and  rejoice  to  ice  your 
frienda  and  your  brothers  of  Europe. 

The  Government  aenda  you  the  Captain  General 
Le  Clerc.  He  carriea  with  him  great  forces  to  protect 
you  against  your  enemies,  and  against  the  enemies  of 
the  Republic.  If  it  ihould  be  told  you  these  forces  are 
intended  to  tear  Irom  you  your  liberty,  answer,  the 
Hepublic  has  given  us  liberty.  The  Republic  will  not 
■nfler  that  it  should  be  taken  from  us.  Rally  round 
the  Captain  General ;  he  restores  you  abundance  and 
peace.  Rally  round  him ;  he  who  shall  dare  to  separate 
himself  from  the  Captain  General  will  be  a  traitor  to 
his  country,  and  the  vengeance  of  the  Republic  shall 
devour  him  aa  fire  devours  your  dried  canes. 

Given  at  Faria,  in  the  palace  of  Government,  the 
17th  Brumaire,  10th  year  of  the  French  Republic. 
BONAPARTE. 


A  true  copy, 

Le  Cl.>ac,  Captain  General. 

This,  sir,  is  proof  irresisiible ;  after  which  it 
can  uevn  be  said  that  the  liberaiion  of  those  peo- 
ple has  been  the  rash  act,  or  the  mere  ebullition, 
of  the  heat  and  coavulsion  of  a  revoluiion.  We 
hare  here  th^ir  liberty  solemal]'  recagnised  and 

Koclainied  to  the  world  eighl  years  afterwards 
the  maD  who  was  then  and  siill  is  at  the  head 
oT  the  French  GoTernment;  or  rather,  who  is 
now  the  GoTeromenl  itself.  I  cite  these  papers 
to  show  that  the  French  have  now  do  claitn, 
either  in  right,  in  justice,  or  in  law,  to  any  portion 
of  the  people  of  St.  Domingo  as  slaves;  that  they 
'  are  individually  free,  if  the  highest  authorities  in 
France  could  constitute  them  so,  which  will  sure- 
ly not  he  questioned ;  and  in  order  to  rebut  a  fal- 
lacious idea  that  has  been  taken  up,  and  urged  by 
Bome,  that  our  merchants  are  conductitig  this  com- 
merce with  slaves,  the  properly  of  freemen,  and 
DOI  with  freemen  themselves,  thus  ingeniously 
endeavoriag  to  draw  n  distiuction  between  the 
situation  of  St.  Domingo  and  thai  of  any  other 
colony  that  haa  ever  heretofore  attempted  to  sep- 
arate itaelf  from  ihe  mother  country;  to  mate 


their's,  according  to  the  language  of  the  gentle- 
man from  Virginia,  (Mr.  MooBE,)  a  totally  new, 
unprecedented  case,  and  in  this  manner  to  take 
them  out  of  the  humane  provisions  of  the  laws  of 
nations.     I  grant,  sir,  their  case  does  form  a  dis- 
tinction from  any  other  and  in  this  it  consists; 
the  people  of  St.  Dommgo  are  fighting  to  pre- 
serve not  only  their  independence  ns   a   commu- 
nity, but  their  liberty  as  individuals;  to  prevent  a 
degradation  from  the  exalted  stale  of  freemen  to 
the  debased  condition  of  slaves,  struggling  against 
the  manacles  that  have  been  forged  for  them  by 
the  lawless  ambition  of  power.     We  are   told, 
however,  ihey  are  at  least  not  free  as  a  people,  as 
a  body  politic;  but  in  such  a  state   of  rebellion 
that  no  nation  has  a  tight  to  trade  with  them. 
Here  it  becomes  necessary  to  understand  each 
other  as  to  the   correct  and   definite    import   of 
words.    Gentlemen,  in  common  parlance,  are  apt 
to  confound  eipressioos  of  very  different  mean- 
ing, as  has  been  strikingly  the  case  during  the  pres- 
ent discussion.     Hence  the  word  '■  rebellion,"  has 
been  substituted  for,  and  used  throughout,  as  if  > 
synonymous  with  '"civil  war;"  but  although  re- 
bellion is  often  the  inception  of  civil  war,  there  is 
a  material  distinction  between  the  two.     The  for- 
mer consists  in  the  mere  unreasonable  insurrec- 
tion of  certain  discontented  individuals ;  whereas 
the  latter  is  a  people  seriously  divided  among 
themselves,  in  a  slate  of  war,  eacb  party  being 
capable  of  making  a  certain  military  stand  against 
the  other;  and  tTiis  is  precisely  the  situation  of 
France  and  St.  Domingo  at  present,  as  will  ap- 
pear by  the  distinction  laken  in  the  books  when 
applied  to  [heir  case:     ValCel's  Late  of  NaitoTU. 
b.  3,  ch.  18,  sec.  292,  says:  'Custom  appropriates 
'  the  term  of  cifi/  war  to  every  war  between  the 
'  members  of  one  and  the  same  political  society. 
'  If  it  be  between  part  of  the  citizens  on  the  one 
'  side,  and  the  Sovereign,  with  those  who  con- 
'tinue  in  obedience  to  him,  on  the  olher;  pro- 
'  vided  the  maleonlenis  have  any  reason  for  taking 
'up  arms,  nothing  further  is  required  to  entitle 
'  such  disturbance  to  the  name  of  civil  wor,  and 
'  not  that  of  rebellion.    This  latter  term  is  applied 
'  only  to  such  an  insurrection  against  lawful  au- 
'  thority,  as  is  void  of  all  appearance  of  justice." 
And  1  will  submit  with  confidence  to  the  high 
and  honorable  feelings  of  this  Senate,  whether 
the  human  mtnd  is  capable  of  conceiving  a  much 
stronger  reason   to  induce  a  people  to  take  up 
arms  than  to  resist  those  whose  known  object  it 
is  to  reduce  them  aol  only  to  political,  but  to  per- 
sonal slavery;  or  whether  anv  olher  circumstance 
could  give,  according  to  the  language  of  this  wri- 
ter, an  equal  appearance  of  justice  lo  their  cause. 
The  seciioQ  thus  goes  on :  "  The  Sovereign,  in- 
■  deed,  never  fails   to  bestow  the  appellation  of 
'  rebels  on  all  such  of  his  subjects  as  openly  resist 
'him  ;  butwhen  the  latter  have  acquired  sufficient 
'  strength  to  give  him  effectual  opposition,  and  to 
'  oblige  him  to  carry  on  the  war  against  ihem  ac- 
'  cordiog  to  the  established  rules,  he  must  neces- 
'  sarily  submit  to  the  use  of  the  term  dvH  war." 
And  certainly  it  caanot  be  said  that  the  people  of 
St.  Domingo  have  not  such  sufficient  sttength, 
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when,  aCtei  a  war  of  so  many  year)  with  Fraoce, 

we  see  them  not  ooly  yet  iadependeni,  but  haTiog 

~r  actually  besieged  the  ooly  Freoch  force  io 


.  Domingo. 
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Wtiq  civil  war,  opoa  the  four  first  lines  only  of 
ibe  same  section,  the  bearing  of  which  too^  apon 
(he  present  question,  will  be  obvious  (o  the  mind 
of  cTery  gentleman.    They areasfollow;  "When 
'  a  party  is  formed  in  a  Slate,  who  do  longer  obey 
'  the  Sovereign,  and  are  possessed  of  sufficient 
'  strength  to  oppose  him ;  or  when,  in  a  Republi 
*  the  nation  is  divided  into  two  opposite  faction 
'  and  both  sides  take  up  arms ;  this  Is  called 
'civil  war."  * 

Let  US  now,  Mr.  President,  attend  to  the  present 
state  of  Su  Domingo;  but  first  to  the  circum- 
flances  that  have  led  to  it,  end  see  how  far  this 
doctrine  will  apply.  After  the  bands  of  the  polit- 
ical society  [bat  nad  connected  France  and  her 
colonies  together  were  broken  asunder;  when  the 
old  Government  of  that  country  was  completely 
dissolved,  and  one  usurpation  succeeded  day  after 
day  to  tbe  places  and  to  the  vices  of  another; 
when  the  axe  of  the  guillotine  had  extinguished 
ihe  magic  lustre  of  royalty,  and  even  that  grace 
and  beaulyj^a  very  superb  likeness  of  the  late 
aDeeo  of  France  was  hanging  direcllv  before 
him.]  that  had  reigned  so  long  unrivalled,  the 
pride  and  idol  of  the  nation,  had  to  yield  herself 
to  the  rudeness  of  a  common  executioner,  and 
was  hambled  in  death  before  a  scoffing  multitude; 
when  the  Constitution  that  had  been  recuiily 
tstablished  by  the  voice  of  the  nation,  and  under 
whicb  it  was  hoped  they  would  flourish  and  be 
happy,  had  fallen  into  the  ruthless  fangs  of  the 
Jacobins,  and  the  patriots  who  supported  it  had 
found  refuge  in  eiile,  or  mingled  their  blood  upon 
the  scaffold;  when  all  rightful,  civil,  and  legal 
authority  was  at  an  end,  and  the  Revolutionary 
sabre  alone  gave  law,  the  people  of  St.  Domingo, 
as  did  the  people  of  these  Slates  under  other  cir- 
"  ,  declared  themselves  free  and  inde- 


^nce  to  any  foreign  Power.  They  have  organ- 
ized a  OovernmenI  for  themselves;  tbey  are  de 
facto  the  governors  of  the  country,  and  tn  every 
respect  act  as  an  independent  people.  Tbey  have 
waged,  and  carried  on  with  Fiance,  for  many 
years,  a  most  serious  war,  in  defence  of  what  they 
say  are  their  rights ;  and  the  French,  by  force  tri 
irms,  have  been  endeavoring  to  subjugate  them. 
And  now  let  me  ask  if  the  United  Stales,  or  any 
Other  Power  upon  earth,  is  competent  to  decide 
this  great  controversy  between  theml  They  each 
claim  to  be  free  and  independent,  and  therefore 
acknowledge  no  superior;  the  struggle  is  between 
themselves,  and  no  other  nation  has  a  right  to  in- 
terfere by  direct  acts  of  hostility,  or  by  any  com- 
mercial restrictions  that  can  go  to  anect  iojari- 
onsly  either  of  the  parties,  and  todoso  is  adepart- 
are  from  neutral  ground,  and  an  infraction  of  the 
laws  of  nations,  as  I  think  will  be  within  my 
power  to  show  from  the  most  incontestable  author- 
uiea.    For  thia  purpose  I  will  advert  again  to 


VaiUl.  But  first  let  me  beg  I o  be  understood  as 
not  meaning  to  intimate  an  opinion  that  a  colony  yi 
has  not  a  right  to  separate  herself  from  the  mother 
country,  except  in  a  time  of  such  universal  con- 
fusion. On  Ihe  contrary,  I  believe  she  has  the 
right  whenever  she  has  the  power ;  or,  what 
amounts  nearly  to  the  same  tiling,  whenever  she 
becomes  so  far  separated  as  tu  declare  herself  free 
and  independent;  to  organize  a  government,  to 
proceed  in  the  admlaisirBiion  of  that  government, 
and  to  take  and  pursue  measures  of  self-defence. 
No  other  nation  has  a  right  to  investigate  the 
claim  she  sets  up  to  freedom;  no  other  nation  has 
a  right  to  judge  between  the  parties,  or  to  say  on 
wbick.side'belon^s  the  justice  of  the  case;  it  is 
exclusively  an  aSair  of  their  own,  and  it  behooves 
if  the  world  to  stand  aloof,  the  silentand 
impartial  spectators  of  the  conflict,  treating  in 
their  commercial  relations  each  01  the  parlies 
with  like  civility. 
Before  1  proceed  to  the  cases  I  bad  noted  my- 
If,  I  must  beg  leave  lo  tender  my  acknowledg- 
ents  to  the  honorable  member  from  Maryland 
on  my  left  (Mr.  Wriqht)  for  one,  he  has  been 
so  obliging  as  to  read  to  us,  and  which-wiU  be 
found  to  be  directly  in  the  teeth  of  the  argument 
he  so  triumphantly  erected  upon  it.  It  is  in  Vat- 
tel,  b.  3,  eh.  18,  sec.  296 :  "  Foreign  nations  are 
to  interfere  in  the  internal  government  of  an 
'independent  State.  It  belongs  not  to  them  to 
'  judge  between  the  citizens  whom  discord  has 
roused  to  arms,  nor  between  the  Prince  and  his 
subjects :  bolb  parlies  are  equally  independent  of 
tbeir  authority."  According  to  this  case,  then, 
the  people  of  France  and  the  people  of  Si.  Do- 
mingo are  equally  independent  of  our  authority, 
and  the  genilemaa  adduced  it  to  show  that  we 

L ,  JJg^^^  10  interfere  in  their  quarrel.    Thus 

,  we  agree  precisely,  and  from  this  point 
diverge  in  precisely  opposite  directions.  Sir,  ibe 
gentleman  exactly  mistook  the  case;  the  interfer- 
ence here  contemplated  is  not,  as  be  supposed,  a 
neutral's  trading,  out  refusing  lo  trade  with  a  bel-  , , 
'igereot,  situated  as  are  the  people  of  St.  Domin-  ^ 

o  in  relation  lo  France.     It  is  a  neutral  with- 
holding from  one  of  the  parlies  what  she  grants  to 
ihe  other;  giving  commercial  aid  and  assistance 
to  one,  and  denying  it  to  Ihe  other.    I  will  ask 
the  gentleman  if  this  bill,  the  objeci  of  which 
91  be  to  starve  the  people  of  St.  Domingo  into 
mission  to  their  enemies,  is  not  a  direct  and 
It  serious  interference  in  their  quarrel  1    More 
,  Mr-  President,  give  me  leave  to  say,  than  if 
you  were  to  invade  them  wiih  fleets  and  with 
armies.    Sir,  the  very  object  of  this  case  is  to 
ihow,  that  between  belligerents  circumstanced  in 
elation  toward  each  other  as  are  now  the  people 
of  France  and  the  people  of  St.  Domingo,  neu- 
tral nations  are  bound  to  observe  the  strictest  im- 
partiality  ;  not  lo  grant  a  benefit  to  one  that  they 
'thhold  from  the  other;  but  to  conduct  their 
mmerce  with  each  alike  unrestrained.    And  if 
the  gentleman  had  examined  the  same  section,  a 
few  lines  further,  be  would  have  found  this  broad 
principle  laid  down,  that  in  the  event  of  such  a 
civil  wai  between  ciiizeas  of  the  tame  country, 
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or  between  a  Prince  Hod  bis  subjeela,  neutr*!  na- 
tions are  equally  at  liberty  to  assist  either  party, 
aa  if  they  were  two  inaependent  oaiioDS  em- 
barked in  war.  This  principle,  and  tbe  construc- 
tion I  have  given  to  the  gPotiemBn's  case,  will  be 
well  supported  by  others,  I  shall  now  have  the 
honor  of  stibmiiting  to  the  Senate,  from  the  same 
author.  Vattel  b.  2,  ch.  4,  sec.  56,  says :  "  Wnen 
'  the  bands  of  the  policical  society  are  broken,  or 
'  at  least  suspended,  between  the  Sorereign  and 
■  his  jwople,  the  contending  parties  may  then  be 
'considered  as  two  dislinci  Powers;  and  since 
'  tbev  are  bolb  equally  independent  of  all  foreign 
'  autnoritr,  nobody  has  a  right  to  judge  between 
'  them.  Either  may  be  in  the  right."  B.  3,  ch. 
15,  sec.  S9S,  says  :  "When  a  nation  becomes  di- 
'  vidcd  into  two  parlies  absolutely  independent, 
'  and  no  longer  acknowledging  a  comtnon  supe- 
'  lior,  the  State  is  dissolved,  and  the  war  between 
'the  two  parties  stands  on  the  same  ground  in 
'  etery  respect  as  a  public  war  between  two  dif- 
'  ferent  nations."  Again,  sir,  section  293  of  the 
same  book  and  chapter;  says:  "A  civil  war  breaks 
'  the  bands  of  society  and  OovcrnmeOE,  or  at  least 
'  suspends  their  force  and  eSect.  It  produces  in 
'  the  nation  two  independent  parties,  who  con- 
'  sider  each  other  ns  enemies,  and  acknowledge  no 
'common  judgfe.  Those  two  parties,  therefore, 
'  must  necessarily  be  considered  as  ihencefoiward 
'  constituting,  at  least  for  a  time,  two  separate 
'bodies^  two  distinct  societies.  Though  ooe  of 
'  the  parlies  muy  have  been  to  blame  in  breaking 
'  the  unity  of  the  Stale,  and  resisting  the  lawful 
'  authority,  they  are  not  the  less  divided  in  fact. 
'Besides,  who  shall  judge  them?  Who  shall  pro- 
'  nonnce  on  which  side  the  right  or  the  wrong 
'  belongs  1  On  earth  they  have  no  common  supe- 
'  rior.  They  stand,  therefore,  in  precisely  the 
'  same  predicament  as  two  naliods  who  engage  in 
'  a  contest,  and,  being  unable  to  come  to  an  agree- 
'  meat,  have  recourse  to  arms."  I  will  now,  sir, 
cite  another  highly  approved  and  more  modern 
\rTiter  to  the  same  point.  Marlen'a  Law  of  No- 
'  tiant,  ch.  2,  sac.  10,  says :  "  Suppose  that  the  in- 
'  tetioT  troubles  of  a  State  come  to  an  open  rup- 
'  ture  between  the  Sovereign  and  his  subjects. 
'  and  that  the  whole  nation,  or  part  of  it,  shoula 
'  wish  lo  drive  him  from  the  throne:  or,  suppose 
'  that  a  province  or  territory,  subjected  to  another 
'  Stale,  refuses  obedience  to  it;  and  endeavors  to 
'render  itself  independent;  in  either  of  these 
'  cases,  there  are  Iwo  points  which  must  be  sepa- 
'  rated  in  determining  on  the  conduct  that  foreign 
'  Powers  ought  to  observe.  IsC.  The  conduct  to 
'  be  observed  towards  the  old  or  new  Sovereign. 
'  or  towards  the  people  who,  after  having  re^ 
'  volled,  have  declared  themselves  independent. 
'  2dly.  The  assistance  to  be  given  to  either  party. 
'With  respect  10  the  first  of  these,  atforeign  na- 
'  lion,  not  under  any  obligation  to  interfere,  do 
'  not  appear  to  violate  its  perfect  obligations,  nor 
'  to  deviate  from  Ihe  principles  of  neutrality,  if, 
'  in  adhering  to  the  possession,  without  examining 
'  into  its  legality,  it  treats  as  Sovereign  him  who 
'  is  actually  on  the  throne,  and  as  an  mdependent 
'  aatioa,  people  who  have  declared,  and  still  main- 


'  tain  themselves  iodependeni.  The  opposite  pai- 
'  ty.  however,  never  fails  to  complain  of  this  coD- 
'  duct,  as  long  as  he  does  not  himself  acknowledge 
'  by  treaty  the  validity  of  such  possession  or  inde- 
'  pendeoce.  As  to  the  second  point,  viz ;  the  as- 
'  sistance  to  be  given  to  either  party,  when  once 
'  obedience  has  been  formally  refused,  and  the  re- 
'  fusing  party  has  entered  into  the  possession  of 
'  the  independence  demanded,  the  dispute  becomes 
'  the  same  as  those  which  happen  between  inde- 
'  pendent  States." 

Could  authorities,  Mr.  President,  be  more  fully 
up  to  the  case,  or  show  more  unequivocally  our 
right,  or  rather  the  just  obligation  upon  ua  to  ob- 
serve towards  France  and  St.  Doraiago,  durine 
their  present  conflict,  (be  strictest  impartiality  7 
For  I  contend,  and  the  cases  I  have  cited  go  tha 
full  length  of  proving  it,  that  tbey  are  to  be  con- 
sidered oy  us,  in  every  respect,  as  two  indepen- 
dent nations;  two  distinct  Powers  at  war;  and  as 
such,  it  is  our  rizht  and  our  duty  to  treat  them. 
The  rights  and  ine  duties  of  neutrals,  in  such  cir- 
cnmstaoces,  are  so  concisely  and  explicitly  pointed 
out  in  the  volumes  I  have  just  referred  lo,  that  I 
must  be  permitted  to  trouble  the  Senate  with  a 
few  sections  UQ  these  subjects  likewise.  VatUl, 
book  3,  ch.  7,  sec.  Ul,  says :  "Let  us  now  discuss 
another  case;  that  of  neutral  naiioos  resorting 
to  my  enemy's  country  for  commercial  purposes- 
It  is  certain,  that  as  tbey  have  no  part  in  my 
quarrel,  they  areunderno  obligations  to  renounce 
their  commerce  for  the  sake  of  avoiding  to  sup* 
ply  my  enemy  with  the  means  of  carrying  on 
the  war  against  me.  Should  they  affect  to  re- 
fuse selling  me  a  single  article,  while  at  the  same 
lime,  they  take  pains  to  convey  an  abundant 
supply  to  my  enemy,  with  an  evident  intention 
10  favor  him;  such  partial  conduct  would  ex- 
clude them  from  the  neutrality  they  enjoyed. 
But  if  they  only  continue  their  cusioiDary  trade, 
they  do  not  thereby  declare  themselves  agatost 
my  interest;  they  only  exercise  a  right  which 
they  are  under  noobligationof  sactiGciag  to  me." 
Same  chapter,  section  118:  "A  neutral  nation 
'  preserves  towards  both  the  belligerent  Powers 
the  several  relations  which  nature  has  instituted 
between  nations.  She  ought  to  show  herself 
ready  to  render  them  every  office  of  humaDity 
reciprocally  due  from  one  nation  to  another. 
She  ought  in  everything  not  directly  relatiog  to 
war,  to  give  them  all  the  assistance  in  her  power, 
and  of  which  they  may  sland  in  need.  Such 
assistance,  however,  must  be  given  with  impar- 
tiality; that  is  lo  say,  she  must  not  refuse  any- 
thing  to  one  of  the  parlies,  on  account  of  his  be- 
iagatwar  with  the  other."  Itseems  indeed  super- 
fluous, sir,  but  I  will  here  refer  once  more  to  Alar- 
ten,  b.  6,  sec.  8 ;  In  treating,  of  neutral  commerce, 
according  lo  the  universal  laws  of  naiioos,  he 
says:  "Ooe  of  the  most  important  points  to  be 
'  considered  in  treating  of  the  laws  of  neutrality. 
'  is,  the  commerce  carried  on  between  neutral  ana 
'  belligerent  nations.  The  ri^ht  that  a  nation  en- 
'  joys,  in  time  of  peace,  of  sell  mg  and  carrying  all 
'  sorts  of  merchandise  to  every  nation  that  chooses 
'  to  trade  with  it,  it  enjoys  also  ip  time  of  war 
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'  pianded  it  remaios  neuler.  It  follows,  then, 
'  tbai  a  neuirnl  oatioQ  may  permit  its  subjects  to 
'carry  all  sorts  of  merchandise,  including  arms 
'and  ammunition,  to  the  Powers  at  war,  or  lo 
'that  of  them,  with  which  this  commerce  may 
'  be  carried  on  to  the  ^raa test  advantage.  So  long 
'  as  tbe  Slate,  ihat  is,  the  Toreign  Power,  in  a  neu- 
'  tral  DBtian,  does  not  inlerlere,  by  prohibiting 
'  commerce  with  either  or  all  the  Powers  at  war, 
'  so  loDg,  ii  would  seem,  the  nation  does  not  Irans- 
'greas  the  laws  of  npuirality."  The  univeidal 
]aws  of  nations,  which  formerly  licensed  ne.utrals 
in  carrying  arms  and  aoiniuoitioa,  or  other  arti- 
cles, properly  contraband,  to  a  belligerent,  bare 
been  modiGed  in  that  particular,  by  (he  modern 
laws  of  Daiions,  as  may  1)e  seen  in  ssction  12,  of 
ibe  same  book  and  chapter. 

From  all  these  caaes,  Mr.  President,  I  «m  well 
warranted  in  the  following  deductions :  Ut.  That 
when  the  bands  of  Governnifat  among  a  people, 
by  means  of  civil  war,  become  broken,  or  for  a 
lime  nospended,  the  two  parties  are  to  be  consid- 
ered, at  least  during  tbe  content,  as  two  distipct 
Powers,  as  two  iodepeadent  nacions,  who,  being 
otherwise  onable  to  settle  (heir  disputes,  make  a 
solemn  appeal  lo  arms.  2iJ.  That  a  rerolted  coL- 
onyor  province,  while  holding  and  ejercising  the 
rights  of  sovereignty,  is  lo  be  treated  by  neuiral 
Ulions  as  an  independent  people,  without  regard- 
ing the  legality  Of  itlpgaliiy  of  ihejr  claim  losucb 
iudependeaoe ;  and,  3[lly  That  in  ihe  disputes  of 
such  belligerents,  neutrals  have  no  right  lo  inter- 
fere, either  commercially  or  otherwise,  to  the  in- 
jary  of  either,  but  are  bouod  lo  conduct  them- 
selves 'witb  tbe  btrictest  impartiality  towards  bolh. 
And  liere,  sir,  we  arrire  precisely  at  the  point. 
The  present  question  seems  lo  be  the  very  focos 
to  which  ihe  rays  of  ^ht  emiited  from  those 
eases  naturally  meet.  They  are  too  plain  to  re- 
quire, tnr  even  admit  of  elucidation.  I  w[ll  leave 
every  gentlemao  to  apply  them  for  himself.  Ac- 
cording to  my  understanding  they  have  only  to 
be  T«ad  or  to  be  heard,  in  order  lo  attach  them- 
selves immediately  to  the  subject  of  our  preseai 
ctHisideralioa.  It  clearly  results,  then,  that  we 
have  not  only  the  right,  but  ihat  we  ate  bound  by 
the  laws  and  usages  of  nations,  to  conduct  our 
commerce  with  8i.  Domingo,  during  existing  cir- 
euoutaaces,  precisely  as  we  should  vilh  any  in- 
dependent foreign  Power  that  might  happen  to 
be  engaged  in  war,  and  that  a  contrary  conduct, 
loeb  «s  that  now  proposed,  would  be  on  iheir 
part  a  just  cause  of  oomplaiDl,  and  even  of  ag- 
gression against  us.  And  I  hope  it  will  never  be 
Mid  that  this  Government,  which,  accord: 
tbe  polite  concession  of  the  French  Minister, 
taken  for  the  basis  of  iis  political  career,  the  most 
scrupulous  equity,  and  the  most  impartial  neu- 
trality," will  now  commit  an  act  in  open  and  di- 
rect violation  of  bolh;  and  because  Ihe  people  of 
8t.  Domingo  may  at  present  be  uoable  to  enforce 
right  and  justice,  do  them  wrong  and  iojusiice. 

Tbegentleroan  from  Pennsylvania  farthest  from 

me,  (Mr.  Miclat,)  in  search  of  araumeots    to 

npport  this  measure,  has  travelled  back  to  the 

fim  years  of  the  American  Revolution.    There  1 
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I  wiH'  resori  loo,  sir,  and  I  (rust  with  belter  success. 
In  the  conduct  both  of  France  and  of  England, 
'  at  ibai  time,  we  shall  Rod  a  precedent  directly  in 
'  support  of  my  argument.  After  ibese  colonies 
'  had  revolted  against  ihe  auihority  of  Great  Brit- 
I  ain,  France  continued  uninierrupiedly  her  com- 
merce with  iheni,  other  than  such  as  was  contra- 
band, till  the  6th  of  February,  1778,  when  she 
entered  into  a  Treaty  of  Amity  and  Commerce, 
and  another  of  Alliance,  eventually  to  become  a 
treaty  offensive  aod  defensive,  with  us,  under  the 
style  and  cbaracier  of  the  thirteen  United  States. 
In  ihe  first  article  of  the  Treaty  of  AUianc^ 
France  expressly  asaerls  her  right  lo  navigate  and 
ctrry  on  commerce  wiih  the  colonies,  and  de- 
dares,  that  if  the  British  should,  "in  violation  of 
the  rights  of  nations,  attempt  lo  hinder  ihat  navi- 
gation and  that  commerce,"  she  would  make  it  a 
But  to  prove  unequivocally  what 
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I  the  opinion  of  France  on  this  suniect.  I 
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one  of  her  own  Slate  papers 
Annual  Register  for  1778,  p.  299,  is  the  nole  of 
the  French  Minister,  De  Noailtes,  dated  London, 
March  13ih,  1778,  communicating  lo  ihe  British 
Government  the  Treaty  of'Amity  and  Commerce 
entered  into  between  France  and  these  Slates,  part 
of  which  is  as  follows:  "The  United  Slates  of 
'  North  America,  who  are  in  full  iiossession  of  in- 
'  dependence  at  pronounced  by  themon  the  4ttL 
'  of  July.  1776,  having  proposed  to  the  King  lo 
'  consolidate,  by  a  formal  conventioo,  theconnex- 
'  ion  begun  lo  be  established  between  the  two  na- 
'  tians,  the  respective  Plenipotentiaries  hnvesigned 
'  a  Treaty  of  FHendshipand  Commerce,  designed 
'  to  serve  as  a  foundation  for  their  mutual  good 
'  correspondence. 

"In  making  this  communication  to  ihe  Court 
'  of  London,  the  King  is  firmly  persuaded  it  will 
'  find  new  proofs  of  His  Majesty's  constant  and 
'  sincere  disposition  for  peace ;  and  tliat  His  Brit- 
'  annie  Majesty,  animated  by  ihe  same  sentiments, 
'will  equally  avoid  everything  that  may  alter 
'their  good  oarmony;  and  that  he  wilt  pariicii- 
'  larly  lake  effectual  measures  to  prevent  the  cotn- 
'  merce  between  His  Majesty's  subjects  and  the 
'  Uniied  States  of  Norlh  America  from  bein^  in- 
'  leriupled,  and  lo  cause  all  tbe  usages  received 
'  between  contmerciat  nations  to  be  in  ibis  respect 
'  observed,  and  all  those  rules  which  can  be  said 
'  to  subsist  between  the  two  Crowns  of  Fiance 
'  and  Great  Britain."  So  it  clearly  appears  that 
France  then  considered  herself  as  not  only  having 
a  right  to  trade,  but  publicly  to  enter  into  a  com- 
mercial treaty  with  ine  revolted  colooii'S  of  Great 
Briiain,  upon  Ihe  ground  that  Ihey  were,  for  the 
time  at  least,  holding  and  exercising  the  rights  of 
independence-  And  yet  we  are  now  told  by  ihe 
French  Minister,  that  to  trade  with  a  revolted 
colony  of  France,  notoriously  in  the  full  posses- 
sion and  exercise  of  sovereign  authority,  is  "an 
'  infraction  manifest  of  law  the  most  sacred,  and 
■  the  best  observed  by  every  notion  under  the  do- 
'  mioion  of  civilization."  And  gentlemen  will 
lind  by  referring  to  the  justificatory  manifesto  of 
the  British  Government,  to  be,  seen,  I  think,  in 
ihe  Annual  Register  for  1779,  ihat  ikeir  acts  of 
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,  aeainst  FraDce  in 

consequence  of  any  commerce  sTie  did  or  mighi 
carry  on  wiib  the  colonies,  but  upon  the  ground 
of  these  treaties,  and  of  Mr.  De  Noailles's  note, 
vhich  in  ilie  manirfsio  is  called  an  open  declara- 
Ijon  of  war,  ii  bein|;  an  overt  act  of  France,  ac- 
knowledging (he  independence  of  these  Staler. 
The  gentltman  from  Pei]DsylT8Dia,(Mr.  Looan,) 
howerer,  tells  us  that  trading  with  St.  Domingo 
may  invoive  as  in  a  war,  and  ihereforc  we  had 
belter  quit  it.  This  a^guraenl,  sir,  would  have 
equal  force  if  urged   against  a  peaceable  man's 

foins  out  into  the  street,  lest  somebody  should 
Dock  him  dowD.  But  as  another  tneaos  of  en- 
dangeriug  our  peace,  he  has  told  us  further,  ihat 
our  merchaDis  send  arm.s  and  ammunition  to  Si. 
Domingo.  This,  indeed,  if  so,  1  cooftss  is  to  be 
regretted,  and  1  wish  could  be  prevented.  It  is, 
however,  al  iheir  own  risk,  unsanctioned  by  the 
Government ;  they  know  and  rausl  abide  the  con- 
sequences. Such  articles,  if  taken,  are  liable  to 
confiscation,  and  this  is  the  course  pursued  every 
day  throughout  the  world,  under  similar  circum- 
stances; it  i~'  a  control  over  the  commerce  of  neu- 
trals allowed  tobelltgerenlsby  ihelawsof  Dalions, 
and  has  grown  out  of  the  necessity  of  the  case. 
But  who  ever  heard  of  a  nation  being  involved  in 
war,  because  a  privaie  citizen  or  subject,  of  his 
own  mere  will,  was  pfeased  to  sell  arms  and  am- 
munition to  one  of  the  belligerents  ?  If  the  gen- 
tleman's doctrine  be  correct,  to  what  point  would 
ii,  or  rather  would  it  not,  carry  us7  Whenever 
any  Iwo  foreign  Powers  may  choose  to  engage  in 
war,  we  shall  be  under  the  necessity  of  interdict- 
ing all  commerce  abroad,  an  the  purl  of  our  citi- 
zens, lest  some  rash,  adventurous  merchant,  by 
TCDding  articles  conirabaod  to  one  of  the  parlies, 
should  likewise  involve  us  in  the  contest.  Sir, 
such  a  principle,  if  I  may  useihe  eipression,  such 
a  phantom  of  a  principle,  bad  never  before  even 
the  shadow  of  existence.  Its  palpable  absurdity 
will  not  bear  lbeIe.t(of  a  moment's  inveiligation  ; 
whereas  the  prinxiipU  I  have  had  the  honor  of 
staling  in  relation  lo  contraband  goods,  is  not  only 
that  which  governs  among  uaiions  generally,  and 
bottomed  on  the  laws  of  nations,  btit  is  eipliciily 
recognised  in  the  thirteenth  article  of  our  treaty 
■with  France,  in  which,  afier  parlicolarizing  the 
articles  that  shall  be  deemed  coDiraband  between 
the  parties,  it  is  thus  eipressly  staled:  "All  the 
'  above  articles,  whenever  ihey  are  de!>tiDed  to  the 
'  port  of  an  enemy,  are  hereby  declared  to  be  con- 
■  traband,and  just  objects  of  confiscation;  but  the 
'  vessel  in  which  they  are  laden,  and  the  residue 
'  of  the  cargo,  shaIHe  considered  free,  and  not  in 
'  any  manner  infected  by  the  ptohibiled  goods, 
'whether  belonging  to  the  same  or  a  different 
'  owner."  If,  then,  there  is  any  faiih  or  confidence 
to  be  reposed  in  treaties,  the  honorable  member 
may  quiet  his  fears  as  to  the  danger  of  private 
adventures  of  this  kind,  involving  the  nation  in  a 
war  with  France;  the  two  Powers,  anticipating 
the  evil,  have  wisely  provided  a  milder  reoiedy 
for  it  in  this  compact. 

I  must  here  inquire  if,  as  genllemen  contend,  it 
is  not  now  lawful  to  carry  on  commeiee  with  the 
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should  continue  this  inefficient  kind  of  warfare 
upon  them,  if  even  such  it  may  be  considered,  for 
a  century  io  come,  holding  as  et  present  but  a 
single  post  in  the  island,  while  the  natives  are  in 
full  pos-session  of  the  sovereignty  of  the  country, 
and  administering  a  regular  Governmepti  Will 
it  be  said,  under  such  circumstances,  thai  no  na- 
tion is  to  be  allowed  to  trade  with  them  for  a  cen- 
tury to  camel  Or  will  gentlemen  hold  ihem  as 
rebels  to  ;ll  eternity,  and  never  suffer  the  rest  of 
the  world  to  have  intercoume  with  them?  Sir. 
those  people  will  never  be  reduced  by  OeneraJ 
Ferrand's  war  of  proclamations;  and  while  on 
this  subjei^  I  must  be  permitted  to  express  mj 
astonishment  al  a  very  extraordinary  document 
of  this  kind  that  has  been  recently  laid  upon  our 
tables, signed  by  General  Ferrand,  and  purporting 
to  be  a  proclamation  or  decree  of  his,  directed 
chiefly  at  the  citizens  and  commerce  of  ihe  Uni- 
ted Slates.  It  is  indeed,  throughoai,  calculated 
to  inspire  no  other  sentiment  than  contempt;  Ibe 
arrogance  and  presumption  of  its  style  and  man- 
ner is  equalled  only  by  the  empiinessof  its  threats. 
General  Ferrand,  shut  up  in  the  city  of  St.  Do- 
mingo, with  scarcely  the  power  6f  conveying  his 
procTamalipn  beyond  the  redoubts  of  his  garrison. 
undertakes  to  prescribe  to  all  the  neutral  nations 
of  the  earth  the  extent  of  their  tights,  and  the 
manner  in  which  they  shall  conduct  (heir  com- 
merce, and  expresses  truly  great  surprise  that  his 
former  decree  On  the  subject  had  not  been  better 
attended  to  by  theoi ;  in  which,  as  he  says,  be  had 
"left  no  doubt  as  to  the  seniiraents  of  respect  due 
to  the  freedom  of  navigation  and  neutral  rights." 
As  if  ihe  navigation,  the  commerce,  and  all  the 
rights  of  neutral  nations  depended  now  upon  the 
caprice  of  a  French  officer,  and  were,  like  the 
police  of  a  camp,  to  be  seitled  by  general  orders. 
And  this  same  Captain  General,  as  he  calls  him- 
self.'pra  tempore,  besieged  by  a  parcel  of  uoarnied, 
undisciplined,  half-starved  negroes,  without  the 
means  of  making  even  a  soriie  upon  them,  talks 
nf  the  tmpiMfence  of  our  public  officers,  and  threat- 
ens with  the  vengeance  of  his  mighty  arm,  all 
Ihe  people  of  the  United  Slates  that  go  contrary 
to  his  orders.  Sir,  I  can  liken  this  proclamation 
to  nothing  but  the  idle  vaporingsof  a  fettered  ma- 
niac, menacing,  from  the  grates  of  his  cell,  the 
overthrow  of  the  world.  If  the  Pope  had  issued 
a  bull  of  excommunication  against  ihe  whole  of 
us,  ii  could  not  have  been  half  so  ridiculous  as 
this  proclamation,  upon  which  the  gentleman 
from  Maryland  on  my  left  (Mr.  Wriout)  has  in- 
advertently rested  as  one  of  the  strong  holds  of 
bis  argument;  telling  us,  to  use  his  own  ^vords, 
that  il  WFis  a  requiaiiion  loa  imperious  to  be  re- 
sisted. Then,  sir,  such  is  the  ground  we  now 
occupy  arnong  nations,  ihai  the  mandate  of  a 
French  officer,  besieged  in  the  West  Indies  by  a 
rabble  of  starving  negroes,  isa  requisilioo  too  im- 
perious for  us  to  rrsiiii.  Were  1  of  opinion  with 
that  honorable  member,  I  should  at  once  be  for 
soliciting  the  protectionof  those  blacks, and  pray- 
ing of  tbun,  in  Heaven'i  name,  to  keep  where  be 
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is  ihis  mi^hiy  warrior,  ihis  lerror  of  our  Jind ; 
but,  thinking  as  I  rio,  sir,  the  imperious  inaa 
oti  of  this  decree  is  one  oF  the  reasons  why  I 
ihoold  not  OD\y  resist  il  if  oecessary,  but  treat  i( 
with  ihe  most  marked  and  sovereign  conlempt. 
General  Ferrand  might  have  Ixen  serious  in  writ- 
ing sDch  a  pruclamalioD,  or  decree,  expecting  il 
lo  hare  some  operation  upon  the  reelings  and  the 
fears  of  the  ignorant  blacks  of  St.  Domingo,  but 
he  eertaiulr,  erea  himself,  coulJ  never  have  been 
crazy  enough,  for  a  moment  lo  suppose,  that  any 
citizen  of  the  United  Sia:e3,  arrived  at  years  of 
toaturily,  or  rarlier  of  discretion,  would  he  serious 
in  reading  it,  or  that  the  Government  of  ihiecoua- 
Iry  woatd  give  it  a  momeDl's  wrious  coosidera- 


As  a  sample,  Mr.  President,  of  what  this  proi^ 
Iimation  soldier  would  do,  it  may  not  be  amiss, 
while  bis  decree  is  before  as,  to  examine  a  few  of 
its  mosl  prominent  features.  By  (he  first  article. 
all  neutral  vessels  bound,  or  plausibly  suspected 
to  be  bound  lo,  or  coming  from,  what  he  calls  the 
rebel  pons,  are  liable  lo  deteniioti;  that,  in  the 
West  Indies,  means  coademoation.  By  the  Sih 
article,  the  officers,  passengers,  and  crews  of  such 
ressel^  are  directed  lo  be  sent,  as  soon  as  possible, 
priaooers  to  the  city  of  St.  Domingo,  to  be  prose- 
cuted according  to  the  rigor  oj^  the  laws.  And  by 
the  13lh  article,  a  privateer  taking  one  of  your 
vessels  from  any  port  in  possession  jf  (he  blacks, 
iseiempied  from  all  dutiesupon  his  prize.  Here, 
iodeed,  it  would  seem,  as  if  General  Ferrand,  in 
the  vaunlings  of  his  omoipotency,  had  suspended 
for  a  time  the  laws  of  namre  and  of  nations,  the 
sacred  obligations  of  treaties,  and  even  the  princi- 
ples of  right  and  justice,  in  order  lo  settle  this 
Geat  question,  uninfluenced  by  any  of  their  em- 
rrassing  regulations.  He  has  threatened  your 
citizens  with  the  ban  of  the  Empire;  he  has  con- 
demned your  commerce  before  it  leaves  your 
jwrls ;  and,  as  if  the  acknowledged  prince  of  pi- 
rates, has  proclaimed  a  reward  to  all  such  of  ihem 
as  will  plunder  you.  Among  the  many  very  ex- 
traordinary parts  of  this  most  ex traoriTinary  docu- 
ment, that  is  not  the  least  so  in  which  reference 
is  made  lo  the  treaty  between  France  and  the 
United  States ;  a  garbled  quotation  is  siven  of  the 
26ih  article,  and  then  a  case  is  made  to  suit  it. 
We  are  lold  that  "ves.-iels  armed,  under  the  Amer- 
'  ican  flag,  daily  convoy  and  sail  in  concert  with 
'  vessels  of  the  negroes,  bearing  a  Bag  unknown 
'among  the  civilized  Powers,  and  consequently 
'  pirates."  This,  I  confess,  is  a  circumstance  I  bad 
sever  beard  of  before,  and  to  my  mind  atmosl'in- 
credJble,  that  the  citizens  of  the  United  Stales 
should  he  so  blind  lo  their  interest  as  lo  become 
the  mere  protectors  and  encouragers  of  others,  in 
carryinir  on  a  commerce  that  they  could  carry  on 
themselves  to  so  much  greater  advantage,  espe- 
cially when  the  risk  lo  ihem  is  precisely  the  same; 
and  that  tho<e  negroes  should  hazard  tbeir  vessels, 
their  liberties,  and  their  lives,  in  transacting  a 
bnsiness  that  neutrals  are  every  hour  willing, 
ready,  and  waiting  to  tranwcl  for  them.  Bui 
even  admitting  Ihe  facl ;  admiilinK,  for  argument 
take,  that  certain  negroes  of  the  West  Indies  may 


lave  acted  as  pirates,  and  that  some  vessel  or  ves- 
els  of  this  country,  may  have  afforded  them  pro- 
eclicn  upon  the  high  seas.  Is  this  any  ground 
upon  which  to  inhibit  the  whole  commerce  be- 
Ihe  United  Slates  and  Si.  Domingo?  I 
,  ,  Duld  any  citizen  or  citizens  of  tiie  United 
Stales,  becoming  pirates  upon  the  coast  of  Eng- 
land,or  trading,  combining,  or confedereiinz  wiih 
pirates  there,  wbic'i,  by  (he  Sih  statute  of  George 
the  First,  is  made  the  same  thing,  be  any  juslifi- 
ihe  part  of  that  Government  lo  inter- 
dict all  intercourse  with  this  countryl     No  maa 


n  belie 


It  could  i: 


however,  have  escaped  the  attention  of  tbe 

that  this  circumstance,  so  tnuch  relied  upon 
by  General  Ferrand,  has  never  been  even  hinted 
at,  either  by  the  French  Minister,  or  by  Mr.  Tal- 
leyrand, in  (heir  recent  communications  on  this 
subject  to  our  Government:  and  it  would  be  pass- 
ing strange  indeed,  if  Mr.  Talleyrand,  of  all  other 
men  in  the  world,  should  pass  over  unnoticed  ao 
rrence  of  this  kind,  if  true,  when  for  the  want 
luaes  of  complaint,  he  had  to  make  a.  dinner, 
and  the  toasts  ol  some  private  company  in  the 
city  of  New  York,  the  subject  of  one  of  tbem. 
An  affjir  with  which  Mr.  Talleyrand  knows  well 
that  this  Government,  or  any  other  free  Govern- 
i.  could  have  nothing  more  to  do  than  (bey- 
had  with  a  cnmplaint  tbai  was  made  by  Mr,  Adet 
againit  our  Almanac  makers,  for  placing  in  their 
'     anacs  the  name  of  the  British  Minister  before 


h  ihe  present  question;  scarcely 
to  it  than  any  tell  in  the  Apocry- 
pha, but  waa  introduced  merely  for  the  puolsh- 
of  those  who  should  "receive,  protect,  har- 
mceal,  or  assist,  any  pirates  within  the  ports, 
havens,  or  towns,"  of  either  of  the  Ciiuntries.  re- 
spectively. It  is  not,  sir,  the  26th,  but  the  12th 
article  of  the  treaty,  that  bears  upon  our  present 
subject,  part  of  which  I  must  beg  leave  now  to 
read :  '^  It  shall  be  lawful  for  the  citizens  of  either 
'  country  to  sail  with  tbeir  ships  and  merchan- 
'  dise  (coniraband  goods  always  ercep(ed)  from 
'  any  port  whatever  to  any  port  of  the  enemv  of 
'  the  other,  and  to  sail  tinu  trade  with  their  snips 
'and  merchandise,  with  perfect  security  and  lib- 
'  erty,from  ihe  countries,  ports,  and  places  of  those 
'  whoareenemiesof  both,  or  of  either  parly,  with- 
'  out  any  opposition  or  disturbance  whatsoever, 
'  and  to  pass  not  only  directly  from  (he  places  and 
'  ports  of  the  enemy,  aforementioned,  to  neutral 
'  ports  and  places,  but  also  from  one  place  beloog- 
'  ingtoan  enemy,  whe(her  ihey  be  under  the  juris- 
'  diction  of  the  same  Power,  or  under  several, 
'  unless  such  ports  or  places  shall  be  actualljr 
'  blockaded,  besieged,  or  inveigled."  Here,  sir,  is 
given  to  us  explicitly  the  right,  as  a  neutral  na- 
tion, of  trading  with  all  the  enemies  of  France, 
and  it  certainly  will  not  be  denied  that  tbe  people 
of  St.  Domingo  are  such;  and  not  only  of  trading 
directly  from  this  country  to  theirs,  but  from  any 
one  of  tbeir  ports  lo  aoy  other.  If  this  be  nol  the 
plain  meaning  of  the  article  I  have  read,  there  is 
no  meaning  in  words ;  a  treaty  is  a  mere  carta 
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llanchp,  into  which  every  speculaiive  poliitci 
may  foist  his  crude  opinions.  Our  righl  their  lo 
Ibis  commerce  does  nol  depend  merery  upon  ihe 
taws  of  DBiions,  but  upon  the  solemn  obligaiions 
of  this  iditrumenl,  that  no  sophislrf  cbd  evBde 
nor  obscure  wilh  the  shadow  of  a  doubt. 

I  hold,  iherefore,  this  trnde  lo  be  lawful;  thi 
we  have  a  right  !o  carry  it  on  ;  and  ifj  in  doing  si 
we  are  annoyed  and  robbed  by  pirates,  we  hat 
another  right,  that  of  arming  in  order  to  keep  such 

feople  off.  What  do  we  arm  for,  sirl  Is  it  to 
ght  the  French,  (o  insult  (he  flag,  lo  distress  the 
commerce,  or  10  disturb  the  quiet  and  repose  of 
any  nation  t  No,  sir;  our  conduct  iu  this  respect 
issanclioned  by  thefirsi  lawof  oature.  liisupon 
ibe  same  principle  ihat  a  private  citizen  would 
prepare  bimsetf  against  Ihe  apprehended  attacks 
of  a  highwayrobber  or  a  midnight  assassin.  It  is 
to  defend  our  property  and  our  lives  against  the 
rapacity  and  violence  of  a  horde  of  pirates,  who 
are  notoriously  armed  e^ery  hour  to  assault  them, 
and  whose  couduct  no  nation  will  avow,  punish, 
or  alone  for. 

We  have  been  eiuliingly  told  by  Mr.  Talley 
rand,  and  it  has  been  echoed   from  this  Chamber 
by   the  gentleman   from  New  York,  (Mr.  MiT- 
CHiLL,)  Ihat  even   the  British   consider  St.  Do- 
mingo a  colony  of  France,  and  upon  this  princi- 
ple  condemn   our   ressels   for   trading   there.     I 
erani  that  such  a  pretext,  among  many  others, 
has  been  resorted  to  in  order  to  destroy  our  com- 
merce; [  grant  that  such  an  infringement  of  our 
neutral  rights  has  been  committed,  and  the  rea- 
sons that  have  induced  it  must  be  obvious  16  the 
most  supei&clal  observer.     The  British,  with  a 
monopoly  of  this  commerce  themselves,  and  those 
same  Engliahmen  who  now  condemn  our  vessels 
for  trading  to  St.  Domingo,  upon  the  ground  of 
its  being  a  French  colony,  heretofore,  when 
auited  their  purposes,  so  far  acknowledged  the  i 
dependence  of  (hose  very  people  as  to  enter  in 
a  Commercial  Treaty  with  them,  and  are  nc 
not  only  in  the  constant  practice  of  trading  the 
themselves,  but  of  granimg  licenses  to  others 
do  so.    I  hope,  however,  the  day  has  nol  con 
when  our  commerce  is  to  be  under  the  control  of 


n  Scott ;  and  the  learned  gentleman  from  New 
York  must  indeed  have  been  pressed  with  the 
barrenness  of  bis  case  when  he  had  to  resort  to 
such  an  argument,  derived  from  such  a  source. 
The  gentleman  from  New  Jersey,  (Mr.  Kitcheu,) 
I  tnust  in  candor  say,  has,  in  support  of  (he  pres- 
ent measure,  assumei.  Premises  totally  new  and 
differeni,  His  reasons, Tike  most  of  those  we  have 
been  aecuulomed  lately  to  hear,  were  in  the  true 
style  of*  modern  legislation,  enveloped  in  all  the 
mysteries  of  secrecy.  He  lelts  us  that  we  had 
belter  give  up  this  commerce,  because  it  is  not 
valuable.  Where  the  gentleman  obtained  this 
piece  of  information  is  utterly  beyond  the  com- 
prehension of  ray  understanding:  none  such,  cer- 
tainly, has  ever  been  laid  before  us;  nor  did  he 
condescend  to  give  us  a  clue  to  its  source;  but  as 
if  £u£Bcieni  to  urge  it  upon  our  faith  with  all  the 


confldence  Of  aposiotic  inspiration — to  us  who 
doubled,  he  refused  even  an  opportunity  of  ac- 
quiring knowledge  through  any  other  channel: 
voted  against  the  propositions  of  my  friend  and 
colleague,  which  went  to  ask  of  the  Executive 
ihe  aclual  state  of  this  commerce^  and  lo  ascer- 
tain its  real  value.  To  do  strict  justice  lo  the 
gentleman's  argument,  ii  is  simply  this,  that  when- 
ever any  foreign  Power  may  please  lo  demand  of 
us  the  surrender  of  a  right,  however  just  and  hon- 
est it  may  be;  however  it  may  comport  wilh  the 
dignity  of  the  Government  to  preserre  it;  if.  in  a 
pecuniary  pojnl  of  view;  if  upon  a  cool  peddling 
calculation  of  risk,  profit,  and  loss,  it  cannot  be 
deemed  of  high  value,  we  are  at  once  to  give  it 
up.  This  argument,  I  will  confess,  is  worlbv  of 
the  bill.  So  striking,  and  of  such  a  kind  is  their 
affinity,  that  they  seem  peculiarly  calculated  to 
expose  each  other,  and  to  excite  in  every  mind 
valuing  the  honor,  the  dignity,  and  the  character 
of  the  nation,  like  sentiments  of  disgust.  The 
eaie  cited  by  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania, 
(Mr.  MaclayO  of  (he  Indians,!  think  in  1755, 
under  the  avowed  authority,  direction,  and  sup- 
port of  ihe  French  Qovernmeotj  ravaging  our 
frontiers,  surely  can  have  no  relation  to  the  ques- 
tion before  us.  Has  this  QovernmenI  ever  fur- 
nished arms  and  ammunition,  or  done  any  other 
act  in  order  to  assist  and  encourage  the  people  of 
S(.  Domingo  in  attacking  the  countries  of  theit 
neighbors?  I  cannot  conceive  what  subject  that 
might  have  been  before  Congress  during  our  pres- 
ent session,  the  gentleman  must  have  had  in  his 
mind,  to  which  ne  supposed  this  case  could  ap- 
ply;  certainly  nol  the  present;  it  is  infinitely  more 
distant  in  point  of  analogy  than  of  dale.  1  have 
been  exerting  my  imagination  to  discern  any  ob- 
ject or  bearing  it  cap  have,  that  I  might  endeavor 
to  ibeet  it,  hut  the  total  impossibility  of  the  one, 
will  save  me  the  trouble  of  ihe  other, 

A  few  words  now,  Mr.  Presidenl,  as  to  the  im- 
policy of  adopting  the  present  measure.  1  fear 
and  believe  it  will  have  a  tendency  to  increase 
one  of  ibe  great  evils  at  present  so  much  com- 
plained of  by  our  merchants;  the  number  of  pi- 
rates and  freebooters  in  the  West  Indian  seas.  It 
will  have  the  further  effect  of  throwing  into  the 
hands  of  other  nations,  especially  the  British,  a 
raluabte  commerce,  at  present  conducted  by  our 
own  citizens.  But  there  is  another  far  more  se- 
rious consequence,  which,  in  all  human  prohabili-  ' 
ty,  may  result  from  it,  and  to  which  I  beg  leavf 
to  call  the  attention  of  the  gentlemen  from  our 
Southern  country.  With  the  people  of  St.  Do- 
mingo we  are  now  at  peace;  the  advantages  of 
our  commerce  to  them,  ond  their  immediate  de- 
pendence upon  us  for  the  necessaries  of  life,  form 
the  strongest  security  we  could  possibly  ask,  or 
have,  that  no  act  of  hostility  will  be  allempted 
on  Iheir  pari  toward  us  while  we  continue  lo  treat 
them  as  lierelofore  ;  but  only  restrict  or  embarrass 
commerce  with  them  ;  only  pass  a  tneasute 
like  the  present,  and  you  wound  them  in  the  ten- 
derest  part ;  they  wilt  see  you,  without  provoca- 
tion, aiming  a  blow  at  their  very  vitals;  and  will 
consider  you  as  having  abandoned  your  neutral 
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EDtud,  and  sided  with  their  enemies.  Wbat  will 
th«  consequence?  Does  anjr  gentlemaD  sap- 
poK  (hat  nearly  a  millign  of  people  #j1I  paiieully 
•Urre  when  the  seas  around  them  ere  corereil 
with  oar  defenceless  merchanimeii,  ladea  wilti 
proviaioDnT  No,  sir,  impossible.  In  addition  then 
ID  ihe  rene^does  that  at  present  prey  upon  vou 
there,  you  innnedialely  brimf  upon  your  trade  a 
whole  nation  of  pirates.  Those  people  are  now 
content  to  stay  ■[  borne  to  ijll  their  own  fields,  to 
fight  their  own  battles,  and  to  depend  npoo  us  for 
foppliea.  I  do  nol  wish  lo  see  their  riews  extend 
funbcT.  I  do  not  wish  to  see  (hem  oaTigniing 
the  ocean,  or  tasting:  the  sweets  of  maritime  plun- 
der. Such  things  are  much  easier  learned  thnn 
forgoden;  much  more  readily  resorted  to  than 
pvea  up;  and  I  consider  the  ^Derat  commerce 
and  prosperity  of  the  United  States,  but  more  es- 
pecially the  delicate  situation  of  our  Southern 
eonntry,  viewing  its  particular  description  of  pop- 
ulation, and  convenience  to  them,  as  imposing 
opon  us  the  strongest  obligaiions  to  offer  ihem  no 
induce  men  1 5  to  resort  to  either.  Whatever  inter- 
conrse  takes  place  between  us,  I  wish  lo  be' in 
their  own  pons,  and  will  never  do  an  act  that 
shall  hare  a  tendency  lo  bring  to  our  shore*  such 
visitors, either  as  friends  or  as  enemies;  and  [  be- 
lieve this  is  the  true  coarse  to  aroid  the  calamity 
wbicb  some  gentlemen'  seem  so  much  to  appre- 
heod,  and  which  I  should  depietate  as  sincerely 

I  rejoice  that  the  Presideot  has  expressed,  in 
his  late  Mes'iage,  a  dinposiiioQ  to  take  into  the 
protection  of  the  Government  the  (ommerce  of 
the  United  State;;,  thouzh  little  has  yet  been  done, 
or  attempted.  This  project  of  the  gentleman  from 
Pennsylvania  1  hope  forms  no  part  of  the  new 
system,  and  be  would  have  acted  wisely  before  be 
sobmitted  it  to  have  examined  better  its  conse- 
quences, and  10  have  looked  for  a  moment  at  ttie 
present  condition  of  our  commerce.  What  is  it  1 
Plnndered  upon  every  coast  and  in  every  sea,  your 
flag,  instead  of  being  a  protection  against  Insult, 
seems  to  have  become  an  invitation  to  injury. 
The  British,  the  French,  and  the  Spaniards,  in 
the  ratio  of  their  force,  treat  ui  with  like  indig- 
nities; tl(is  is  the  only  point  in  which  ihey  can 
agree.  The  former  have  adopted,  and  openly 
avow  a  systeiD  of  measuies  thai,  if  not  counter- 
acted, must  go  to  deprive  us  of  the  most  import- 
ant ol  our  neutral  rigbti;  while  the  two  latter  are 
anxioiuly  rivalling  each  other  in  the  most  law- 
less and  piratical  depredations  upon  our  defence- 
less trade;  even  the  commissioned  vessels  of  our 
Government  have  not  been  sufiereU  to  pass  the 
high  seas  without  insult  and  violence.  The  Brit- 
ish and  Ihe  Preocii,  whenever  it  suits  their  views, 
blockade  our  very  ports;  the  British  take  their 
positioB  off  New  York,  so  as  lo  be  convenient  to 
the  eouria  of  Halifax;  and  our  friend*,  the  French, 
to  whom  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  hat 
told  ns  we  should  be  so  particularly  civil,  lake 
occasionally  into  iheir  holy  keeping,  the  com- 
merce of  Charleston  and  New  Orleans,  so  as  10 
beats  convenient  distance  from  Ihe  Briiish.  Oor 
Uiide  with  Si.  Domingo,  indeed,  tbn  French  have 


not  been  able  to  stop,  nor  have  even  the  British 
yet  assumed  to  themselves  this  maritime  right; 
but  the  gentleman  from  Peonaylvania,  In  his 
great  good  faith  and  abundant  charily,  will  now 
anticipate  their  wishes,  and  do  it  for  them.  This, 
indeed,  surpasses  even  Christian  meekness;  it  is 
not  only,  when  smitten  upon  one  cheek,  turning 
(he  other  also,  but  chastening  ourselves,  with  more 
than   monkish  severity,  in  the  most  julnernble 

On  motion,  by  one  of  the  majority,  lo  reconsider 
the  fourth  section,  which  restricts  the  operation 
of  the  law  to  one  year,  it  parsed  in  the  negative. 

On  motion,  to  agree  to  the  final  passage  of  the 
bill,  it  was  determmed  in  the  afhrmative — yeBs2t, 
nays  8,  as  follows; 

Ysii — Menn.  Anderson,  Baldwin,  Bradley,  Condit, 
Fanner,  Qailiard,  Gilman,  Howiand,  Kitchel,  Logan, 
Maclay,  Milchill,  Moore,  Smith  of  Maryland,  Smith  <4 
New  York,  BmiQi  of  Obio,' Smith  of  Tennessee,  Sum- 
ter, Tamer,  Woithinglon,  and  Wright. 

NtTi — Meain.  Aduna,  Bayard,  Hillhaiua,  Pitkn- 
iog,  Ptumer,  Slone,  Tracy,  and  White. 

So  it  was  Rmilved,  That  this  hill  pass,  that  it 
be  engrossed,  and  that  the  tide  thereof  oe  "An 
act  to  suspend  theeommercial  intercourse  between 
the  United  Slates  and  certain  partu  of  the  island 
of  St.  Domingo." 

Fbioat,  February  31. 
The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  incorporate  the 
Trustees  of  the  Presbyterian  Congregation  of 
Georgetown,"  was  read  the  second  time  and  re- 
ferred to  Messrs.  Tracf,  MiTCBiLL,  and  SuiTBof 
Maryland,  to  consider  and  report  tbereou. 

Tne  Senate  took  into  consideration  the  motion 
made  yesterday,  "that  a  committee  be  appointed 
wait  on  the  President  of  the  United  States,  and 
present  to  him  the  two  resolutions  passed  on  the 
13tb  and  Uih  instant,"  and  agreed  thereto ;  and 
Messrs.  Smith  of  Maryland  and  MiTCHiLLWera 
ifited  the  committee. 

te  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  tb* 
Whole,  the  bill  for  the  protection  and  in'lemoifi- 
cation  of  American  seamen  ;  and  the  bill  having 
been  reported  lo  the  House  without  amendment 
on  motion,  that  the  further  consideration  thereof 
be  postponed  until  the  first  Monday  in  Deceniber 
next,  it  passed  in  the  oq^tive— yeas  10,  nays  19, 
as  follows: 

Yats— Meaars.  Bradley,  Condit,  Gilman,  Kitchel, 
Milehill,  M<>ora,  Smith  of  New  York,  Smith  oS  Ohio, 
Smith  of  Vermont,  and  Turner. 

Nits— Mevn.  Adair,  Aduns,  Baldwin,  Bayard, 
Fenner,  OBillard,  Hillhouse,  Howiand,  Logan,  Maday, 
Fifkering,  Plumer,  Smith  of  Maryland,  Stone,  Sumteri 
Thruaton,  Tracy.  Worthiogton,  and  Wright. 

Ordered,  That  thin  bill  be  referred  lo  Messrs. 
Smith  of  Maryland,  Wright,  Maclay,  Bayard, 
and  Taicv,  to  consider  and  report  thereon. 
The  following  motion  was  submitted  for  con- 
That  a  oommittes  be  sfipoinled  to  cooaider  and  re- 
port what  farther  meaaurea  are  naceuaryto  be  adapted 
by  Congress  for  ^le  protection  ol  AtuBricBn  seaman, 
and  ha>e  leave  lo  lepoit  by  bill  or  otherwise." 
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The  bill,  emiiled  "Ad  act  decUriog  ihe  con- 
sent of  Congress  to  an  act  of  the  Siaie  of  Penn- 
aylvaiiia,  eciiiled  'An  act  to  empower  the  Board 
of  Wardens  for  the  part  of  Philadelphia  lo  collecl 
a  cerlain  duly  on  tonnage,  for  the  purpo'^es  there- 
in meBtioned,"  was  read  the  third  lime;  flod  ii 
was  agreed  thai  the  further  coDsideraiion  of  ibis 
bill  be  postponed  until  Monday  next. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Represenlalives 
iDformed  Ihe  Senate  llial  the  House  have,  passed 
a  bill,  enliiied  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Philip 
Nicklin  and  Roberc'Eagleffield  Grifliih,"  in  which 
ibey  desire  ihe  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

The  bill  last  brought  op  for  concurrence  was 
read  and  ordered  to  ine  second  leading- 

Od  motion  that  it  be 

Raahxd.  That  the  PaKiDciiT  of  ih*  Senate  and 
Ibe  SraiKKH  of  the  Hoqae  of  Repreaentalivea  be  au- 
Ihoriied  to  adjourn  their  reipeetiTO  HoiuM  on  Monday 
the  lOlh  day  of  March  next : 

Ordered,  That  this  motion  lieforconsideralion. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  relating  to  bonds 
given  by  marihals,"  was  read  ilie  third  time,  and 
the  further  consideration  thereof  postponed  until 
Monday  next. 

'  The  amendment  of  the  House  of  Represema- 
tives  10  ihe  bill,  entitled  "An  act  authorizing  the 
aaleofairact  of  land  in  the  town  ofCincinnaii 
and  State  of  Ohio,"  was  read  and  ordered  to  lie 
for  consideration. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  amendment  re- 
ported to  Ihe  bill,  entitled  "An  act  extending  the 
powers  of  the  Surveyor  General  (o  the  Territory 
of  Louisiana,  and  for  other  purposes,"  and,  hav- 
ing disagreed  thereto,  and  reported  the  bill  wilh- 
oul  amendment, 

Ordered,  That  U  pass  to  a  third  reading. 

MoND&T,  Pebruary  24. 

The  bill  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Philip 
Nicklin  and  Robert  Eagles6eld  Griffith,"  was  read 
the  second  lime  and  referred  to  Messrs.  Smitb. 
MaclaV,  and  Baluwin  to  coniiidet  and  report 
thereon. 

Mr.  KiTCHEL  presented  the  petition  of  Samuel 
Mansfield  and  otiiers,  praying  thai  Ihai  part  of  the 
district  of  Perik  Amboy  which  is  called  the  town 
of  Jersey  may  be  made  a  port  of  entry  ;  and  the 
petition  was  read. 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  comrdittee 
appointeil  on  the  19ih  instant,  who  ha< 
consideration  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  declaring 
the  town  of  Jersey,  in  the  Slate  of  New  Jersey,  to 
be  a  porlof  delivery,  and  for  erecting  a  light-house 
on  Wood  Island,  or  Fletcher's  Neck,  in  the  Slate 
of  Massachusetts ;"  lo  consider  and  report  ihereon. 

Agreeably  lo  the  order  of  the  day  the  Senaie 
took  into  consideration,  as  in  Committee  of  lh< 
Whole,  the  bill,  for  classing  the  mil   ' 


aigntng  to  each  class  its  particular  duiics;  an 
the  bill,  bavine  been  further  aniended,  was  n 
ported  to  the  House  accordingly. 

Ordered,  That  it  pass  to  the  third  reading  i 
amended. 


The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  relating  to  boada 
;iven  by  Marshals,"  was  read  the  third  lime,  and 
imended ;  and  ordered  ihai  the  bill,  as  amended, 
lieforconsiileralion. 

In  moiioo, 

That  the  Senate  new  proceed  to  elect  a  committaa 
of  three  memberB,  to  eiecute,  jointly  yi'nh  a  committee 

be  appointed  by  the  House  of  Hepresentatives,  the 
purposea  eipreue'd  jn  "  the  act  for  the  further  aapport 
of  the  library  ;"  - 

was  agreed  that  this  motion  lie  for  consider- 

The  bill,  entitled  ''Ad  act  declaring  the  consent 
ofConzress  loan  actoflhe  Slate  of  Pennsylvania, 
entitled  'An  act  to  empower  Ihe  Board  of  Ward- 
ens for  the  port  of  Philadelphia,  to  collect  a  cer- 
tain duly  on  tonnnge  fur  the  purposes  therein  men- 
tioned, was  read  the  third  time  ;  and  i1  was  agreed 
Ihnt  the  second  section  thereof  be  struck  out. 

Resolved,  That  ihis  bill  pa.is,  as  amended. 

Mr.  Throston  presented  the  peiition  of  Joba 
James  Dufour,  stating  that  be  and  his  associates, 
some  years  since,  purchased  a  certain  iQt  of  pub- 
lic land,  for  ihecutiirationof  the  vine;  and  pray- 
ing thai  further  lime  may  be  allowed  them  lor 
payment  of  their  instalments  in  srrear;  and  the 
petition  was  read  and  referred  to  Messrs.  TtiBua- 
TOH,  TaA0T,'aDd  Balpwih,  lo  consider  and  re- 
port thereon. 

Mr.  Smith  of  Maryland,  from  the  committee 
to  whom  was  referred  the  bill,  enliiied  "Ad  act 
fur  the  relief  of  Philip  Nicklin  and  Robert  Eagles- 
field  Griffith,  reported  it  without  amendment. 

The  Senaie  took  into  consideration  the  ajnend- 
meni  of  llie  House  of  Representatives  lo  the  bill, 
entitled  "An  act  authorizing  ibe  sale  of  a  tract 
of  land  in  the  town  of  Cincinnati,  and  Sute_o( 
Ohio;"  aud  concurred  therein. 

The  bill  entitled  "An  act  eilending  the  pow- 
ers of  the  Surveyor  General  lo  the  Territory  of 
Loui^iiana,  and  for  other  purposes,"  was  read  the 
ibifd  time,  and  after  debate,  ibe  Senai;  adjourned. 

TnEBDAY,  February  25. 

Mr  WoBTHiH<]TON,fromihecommitleetowhom 
was  referred,  on  the  17th  instant,  Ibe  btil  enliiied 
'■An  act  ftr  the  relief  of  the  Guvernora,  Judges, 
and  Secretary,  of  ihe  Indiana  Territory,"  reported 
ihe  bill  with  amendments;  which  were  read  and 
ordered  to  lie  for  consideration. 

The  Senaie  look  inlo  consideration,  ns  in  Gom- 
miliee  of  the  Whole,  the  bill  to  prevent  the  abuse 
of  the  privileges  ana  immunities  enjoyed  by  for- 
eign Ministers  within  the  United  Slates. 

Ordered,  That  the  further  consideration  there- 
of be  ihe  order  of  the  dav  for  Monday  nest. 

A  message  from  ihe  tioose  of  Represeniatirw 
informed  thtf  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  amend  an  act,  emided 
'An  act  concerning  the  library  for  Ihe  use  of  both 
Houses  of  Congres","  in  which  tbey  desire  the 
concurrence  of  the  Senaie. 

The  bill  lasi  broujihi  tip  for  concurrence  vss 
read,  and  ordered  to  the  second  reading. 

The  Senaie  resumed  the  third  reading  of  the 
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bHI,  enlitlpd  "An  act  riie»ding  the-potreri  of  the 
SuFTFyOT  Qencral  lo  the  Terrilory  ofLouiiiia 
■od  for  otbtr  purposes ;"  aad  on  ihe  qaestton 
agree  to  tbe  fioal  pas^a^  of  this  bill,  it  was  l_ 
terminedin  the  affirmative — ]reas  15,  Days  11,  m 
follwra : 

T«A« — McMn  Andemn,  Baldwin,  Gondii,  Fenn«r, 
Howbnd,  Kilobel,  HacU;,  Mitchill,  Smith  of  New 
YoA.  Smith  of  Trnnr— tin.  StonS)  Sumter,  Tamer, 
and  W«rlhiD|t«n. 

NiT*— Mem*.  Adair,  Adam*,  Bayard.  Bradley,  Gil- 
Man,  HiUbenae,  PkkaHng,  PlamM,  Smith  of  Harjland, 
Smith  of  VermoDt,  and  Wright. 

8e  it  was  Raolvtd,  That  this  bill  do  para. 

The  bill  for  claasin^  Ihe  militia  and  assifpiing 
lo-eaeh  class  iu  parliealar  duties,  was  read  the 
third  lime;  ajid  od  motioo  to  aoiead  this  clause 
of  the  bill:  "and  be  sabjeci  to  tba  tults,  reguli 
tioDSjSnd  articles,  provided  for  tbegOTeromenlof 
the  same,"  la  read  at>  follows :  -'  And  be  subje 
the  rales  to  be  provided  for  the  gorerameaiof  the 
Hilitia:"  it  passed  in  the  negalire. 

Oa  motioD  to  a^ree  to  the  6aal  passage  of  the 
bill  a»  ajnended,  it  peued  la  ihe  iiega live— yeas 
a,  n«ya  19,  a*  follows : 

Taia— MeMn.  Adair,  SmUh  of  Mujbitd,  Smith  of 
OUo,  Smith  of  VermnI,  ThraiUm,  Turner,  Worthing- 
loa,  and  Wrisbt. 

Nats — Mem*.  Adams,  Andenon,  Baldwin,  Brad- 
kr,  Coodit,  Feoner,  Qailbnl,  Oilman,  Hillhouw,  Kit- 
ehal,  Logui,  MacUy, 'Mitchill,  Pietering,  Plumei, 
Smilli  of  New  Yorl[,  Smith  of  Teaoeene,  Stone,  and 
Sumter. 

So  the  bill  was  lost. 

Mr.  KiTCHEL,  r>'o°i  'lie  committee  to  whom 
was  referred,  on  the  19lh  iosiaot,  the  bill,  entitled 
'  Ad  act  declaring  the  town  of  Jersey,  in  the  Stale 
of  New  Jersey,  lo  be  a  port  of  delivery,  and  for 
erecting  a  light  bouse  on  Wood  Island  or  Pleicber':. 
Neck,  in  ihe  Stale  of  Massachusetts,"  repotted 
the  bill  without  ameDdmeot. 

The  Seoaie  resumed  the  motion  made  on  ibe 
24th   iDstanl,    "  [hat  a  committee   be  appointed 

610 tty,  with  a  commiiiee  to  be  appointed  by  the 
oiue  of  Represeniatives,  for  the  purposes  ex- 
pressed in  the  act,  entitled  '  An  act  for  the  fur- 
ther support  of  the  library,"  and  the  motion  was 
adopted;  and 

■  Ordered,  That.  Messrs.  MiTcniLL,  Baldwin, 
and  Adams,  be  the  commiitee  on  their  part. 


Wednebday,  Februac^ae.  ^ 
The  bill,  entitled  ''Aa  act  to  amend  ai)  act,  en- 
tilled  'An  act  concerning  the  library  fui  the  usf 
of  both  Houi^es  of  Congress,"  was  read  ibe  second 
time,  and  referred  to  Messrs.  Andebson.  Bald- 
vim,  and  MiTCBiLL,  to  consider  and  report 
thereon. 

The  Senate  took  into  consideration, »» in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  the  amendments  reported  by 
tbe  special  commttiee  lo  ihe  bill. entitled ''An  act 
for  the  relief  of  ihe  Governor,  Judges,  and  Secre- 
tary, of  ihe  Indiana  Territory  ;"  and  ihe  amend- 
ntenifl  having  been  amended,  were  adopted,  and 
Ibe  biU  was  reported  to  the  House  accordiugly. 


Ordered,  That  it  pass  to  the  third  reading  a* 
amended. 

Mr.  LoitAN,  from  ihe  committee  to  whom  waa 
referred,  on  the  3d  instant,  the  bill  for  the  punish- 
ment of  counterfeiting  lh«  current  coin  of  the 
United  Stales,  and  for  other  purposes,  repotted 
the  bill  wiihouc  amendment. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  second  reading  of  the  bill,  entitled 
"An  act  for  the  relieforPhiiip  Nickiin  and  Robert 
EaglffilieldQriffiih."  And  on  the  question.  Shall 
Ibis  bill  pass  lo  the  third  rending?  it  was  deter- 
mined in  the  negallve.     So  the  bill  was  lost. 

A  mesjsage  from  the  House  of  Represenlatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  agree  to  th« 
amendments  of  the  Senate  to  the  bill,  entitled 
"An  act  for  altering  the  liroe  for  holding  thecircuit 
court  in  the  district  of  North  Carolina,"  wilh  an 
amendment,  in  which  ihey  desire  the  concurrence 
of  the  Senate.  They  have  passed  a  bill,  entitled 
"An  act  enabling  the  President  of  ibe  United 
States  to  make  restiiution  lo  the  Government  of 
Denmark  for  ihe  capture  and  condemnation  of 
the  Danish  brigan tine,  called  the  Henrick,  and 
which  they  desire  the  coacurrence 


;r  cargo;" 
-the  Sena 


The  bill  last  meniioned  'was  read,  and  ordered 
to  the  second  reading. 

The  Senate  took  inio  consideration  the  amend- 
ment of  tbe  House  of  Represenlatives  to  Ihe 
amendments  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  foralier- 
arinfc  the  time  for  holding  the  circuit  court  in  the 
district  of  North  Carolina,"  and  agreed  thereto. 

Mr.  Mitchill,  from  the  committee  appointed 

I  the  subject,  submiiied  to  the  consideration  of 
ibe  Senate,  a  report  on  ihose  parts  of  the  memo- 
rials from  the  merchants  of  New  York,  and  the 
Chamber  of  Commerce  in  New  Haven,  which 
relate  to  providlog  a  further  naval  umameal  for 
:he  public  defence,  as  follows ; 

"  In  sddidon  to  the  strong  reuont  urged  in  those 
:fra  memorials,  the  eammittee  refer  to  the  President'! 
tfeiuge  of  the  Ihird  da;  of  December  last,  infurming 
!^ongi«ia  that  conalderalite  provision  hul  been  made 
iDiler  former  aiitboricie*,  or  materials  for  constructing 
ihips  of  war,  that  these  ivere  on  hand,  and  subject  to 
the  will  of  tfie  Legislature ;  and  to  tifo  eommuniea- 
tions  from  the  Bscretsry  of  the  Navy,  dsled  December 
leih  and  Slat,  1B06,  giving  informstian  thtt  large  sup- 
plies of  limber,  cannon,  copper,  and  other  VBlusble  ma- 
larials  for  Chat  object,  had  been  already  bought  and  paid 

Calculating  Ae  moderate  appropriation  which  will 
be  required  to  augment,  to  a  very  respectable  degree, 
the  naval  force  of  the  nation  ;  con temptsting  the  insults 
and  depredations,  committed  by  foreigners  nesr  omr 
coasts,  and  at  Ibe  very  moaiha  of  our  most  frequented 
harboH;  and  eslimatiog  Ibe  protection  and  security  to 
Ihe  lerritoiy  of  ihe  nation,  and  to  the  persons  and  prop 
ert^  of  its  citiieDB,  by  an  rnlsrgement  of  the  means  of 

ilime  defence,  the  committee  recommend  an  adop- 
of  the  fallowing  resolution,  to  wit: 

That  it  is  expedient  to  make  provisioa  by  law  fov 

appropriation  of  any  balance  which  may  remain 
unexpended  of  the  Mediterranean  fund,  to  ibe  pnipoes 
of  building  shipe-of-Uu-llne,  under  Ihe  diroctiaa  of  iha 
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Pntident  of  the  United  Statei,  agrttnhtj  to  the  pn»- 
Tuion*  of  tbe  act  ofFebruir;  S6, 179e." 

Ordered,  That  it  lie  for  coosidertiion. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
ameDdirenis  to  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  rclariny 
to  bonds  given  by  marshals;"  and  the  amend- 
ments w?re  adopted;  and  the  bill  having  been 
further  amended,  its  further  consideratioD  was 
postponed. 

Thursday,  February  27, 

The  PREaiBENT  conamuoicaied  the  report  of 
the  Commissioners  for  the  district  east  of  Pearl 
river,  of  the  Briiiiih  grants  of  landii  lying  in  that 
district,  in  conformity  with  the  7th  section  of  the 
"Act  regulating  the  grants  of  land  and  providing 
for  the  disposaLof  the  latids  of  the  United  States 
(outh  of  the  Slate  of  Tennessee  ;"  and  the  report 
was  read,  and  ordered  lo  lie  for  considernlion. 

The  bill,  entitled  -'  An  act  enabling  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  to  make  reslituiioa  to 
the  QovernmenCof  Denmark  for  the  capture  and 
condemnation  of  the  Danish  brigantiue,  called  the 
Henrick.  and  her  cargo,"  was  read  the  second 
time,  ana  referred  to  Messrs.  Bradley,  BALnwiK, 
tnd  MiTCHiLL,  to  consider  and  report  thereon. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill  for  the  punishment  of  counlerfeit- 
ing  the  current  coin  of  tbe  United  States,  and  for 
other  purpoies  ;  and  on  motion  to  strike  out  the 
fourth  section  of  the  hill,  as  follows: 

<•  Sic.  4.  And  be  it  farihtr  enacted.  That  IT  any 
panon  shall  falaety  make  any  lund  of  gold  or  ailier  coins 
coanterieit  to,  or  inlmded  to  regenbla  foreign  gold  oi 
nlrei  coini,  which  shall  not  by  tsw  be  made  current 
money  within  the  United  Btate*,  with  an  inlentts  utter 
es  make  payment  with  the  same,  by  merchaodiaiag  or 
otherwiae ;  or  «bo  shall  utter  any  firaign  ooin*  of  gold 
«r  ailvar,  eoonterfirit  to,  or  intended  to  resemble  tbe 
foreign  gold  or  silver  coini  afereaaid,  knowing  the  same 
lo  be  oounlerfeit;  every  such  person  shall  be  deemed 
guilty  of  a  high  misdeoieanar,  and  upon  conviction 
thereof  according  to  due  eourseof  law,  shall  forfeit  and 

pay dollsja,  one  moiety  thereof  to  the  use  of  the 

United  States,  and  the  other  moiety  to  the  use  of  the 
person  or  persons  who  shall  sue  for  the  same;  and, 
moreover,  shall   be   impriaoned  not  exceeding 

It  passed  in  the  affirmative — yeas  17,  nays  11, 
u  follows : 

Till — Messrs.  Adams,  Andermn,  Baldwin,  Condit, 
Penner,  Gilman,  Howland,  Kitchel,  Mitchlll,  Moore, 
Pickerisg,  Smith  of  Maryland,  Smith  of  New  York, 
Smith  of  Tennessee,  Thruston,  White,  and  Wright. 

FJiTS — Messrs.  Bayard,  Bradley,  HilHisUBe,  Logan, 
Maelay,  Flumer,  Smith  of  VeruoDt,  Stone,  Sumter, 
Tnraer,  and  Worthington. 

And  the  bill  tracing  been  reported  to  the  Heuse, 
it  was  ordered  to  the  third  reading,  as  amended. 

Mr.  Sumter,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred,  on  the  13ih  of  January  last,  ihe  bill,  en- 
titled "An  act  for  eslahlisbing  rules  and  articles 
for  the  government  of  the  armies  of  the  Uoiied 
B I afes,"  reported  amendments  thereto;  which 
Were  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  for  conni  derail  on. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  from  ibe  < 


to  whom  was  referred,  on  the  31tt  of  Janaary  IsaL 
the  bill  for  the  protection  and  indeninilication  of 
American  seamen,  reported  it  with  ameDdmenis) 
which  were  read,  and  ordered  lo  lie  for  consid< 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Bepresentativea 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  pasted 
a  hill,  entitled  "An  act  lo  eantinue  io  force  an  art, 
entitled  'An  set  to  authorize  the  Secretary  of  War 
to  issue  land  warrants,  and  for  other  purpose*;" 
also  a  hill,  entitled  ''An  act  for  the  relief  uf  Peter 
Landais  ;"  in  which  bills  they  desire  tbe  concur- 
rence of  the  Senate. 

The  two  bills  last  brought  up  for  concarreace 
were  read,  and  ordered  to  the  second  reading. 

The  following  motion  was  submitted  for  con- 
aid  era  lion  : 

Sei^eed,   That GO[uea  of  the  Constittition  of 

the  United  States,  with  the  antendnuDts  whkb  bava 
bsen   made   thereto,   be  printed  for  the  use  of  (ha 


Fhivat,  February  28. 

Mr.  LooAN  gave  Doiice  that  be  should,  on  HoB- 
day  next,  move  for  leave  tu  bring  in  a  bill  to  in> 
corporate  a  National  Academy. 

Mr.  Qaillard,  from  ihecoroFuitiee  to  wham 
was  referred,  on  the  Uth  instant,  the  bill,  eotilM 
"  An  act  declaring  the  consent  of  Congress  ta  an 
act  of  the  State  of  South  Carolina,  paused  oD  tb« 
tweniy-first  day  of  December,  in  the  year  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  four,  so  far  as  the 
same  relates  to  Buihoriziog  the  City  Council  of 
Charleston  to  impose  and  collect  a  duty  on  ton- 
nage of  vessels  from  foreign  ports,"  reported  tbe 

The  hill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Pe> 
ter  Landais,"  was  read  the  second  lime,  and  refer- 
red to  Messrs.  Mitcbill,  Smith  of  Maryland,  and 
BalDwik,  to  consider  and  report  thereon. 

On  motion,  it  was  agreed  that  the  report  of  the 
select  committee  recommending  additional  fortifi- 
cations, and  other  means  of  defence,  for  the  ciijr 
and  harbor  ofNew  York,  forCharleston,  and  other 
places,  be  made  the  order  of  the  day  far  Monday 
next. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  continue  In  force 
an  act,  entitled  'An  act  to  authorize  the  Secretary 
of  War  to  issue  land  warrants,  and  for  pther  pur- 
poses," was  md  Ihe  second  lime,  and  referred  to 
Messrs.  WoRTRiNOTON,  Kitchei.,  and  Baldwin, 
to  consider  and  report  tbereoo. 

The  bill  for  the  puni^hmeniof  counterfeiting 
the  current  coin  of  the  United  States,  and  for  other 
purposes,"  was  read  tlie  third  time,  and  tbe  fut^ 
iher  consideration  of  the  bill  postponed. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  second  reading  of  the 
bill,  entitled  "An  act  declaring  the  town  ofJersey, 
in  the  State  of  New  Jersey,  to  be  a  port  of  deliv- 
ery ;  and  for  erecting  a  ligbt-house  on  Wood 
Island,  or  Fletcher's  Neck,  in  the  State  of  Massa- 
chusftis." 

Ordered,  That  this  bill  pass  to  a  third  reading. 

The  Senaleproceeded  to  consider,  as  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  the  amendments  reported  hy 
the  select  committee  to  the  hilt  for  tbe  proleciioB 
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mnd  indemniflcation  of  AmericBB  Beiraen  ;  aod, 
baTinp  progressed  tfaeKw  so  far  ai  to  strike  oui 
til  the  original  bill  eicept  the  enacting  clarus^, 
and  bavJDg  disagreed  to  [he  first  aeciion  reported 
hj  the  special  eortiroittee  as  a  >Db6iitutF, 

Ordered,  That  ihe  bill,  lo^etber  with  the  re- 
ntaining  pan  of  ibe  anendmeDis' reported,  be 
rccotn milled  to  Mcsmib  BArAHD,  Smith  of  Marr- 
land,  Baldwin,  Adams,  Bridlbt,  MiTOHiLL,and 
PfCKBBiifO.  further  loconiiderand  report  tbereon. 

MoMDAT,  March  3. 

Mr.  Bradlet,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred,  on  the  llih  of  February  last,  a  bill, 
eDiiiled  "Ao  act  declaring  the  aasenl  of  CongrCM 
toaD  act  of  the  General  AsMmbly  of  the  Slate  of 
North  Carolina,  together  with  cerlain  resulutions 
■abmilled  the  19th  d»f  of  December  last,  tenon- 
ed, ID  part,  "A  hilt  to  authorize  the  Stale  of  Ten- 
iMseee  to  Issue  gmnts  and  perfect  lilies  to  certain 
hods  (herein  described;  and  to  settle  claims  on 
Ibencant  and  unappioprlaled  lands  within  the 
same ;"  and  the  bill  was  read,  aud  ordered  to  the 
Mcoud  reading. 

A  message  from  the  Houee'of  RepreaentailTes 
informed  tiie  Senate  that  the  House  aeree  to  the 
■mendmenis  ofihe  Senate  to  the  bill,  entitled 
"An  act  to  extend  jurisdiction  la  certain  cases  to 
State  judges  and  Slate  courts;"  with  amend- 
meols,  in  wbich  they  desire  the  concurrence  of 
the  Senate^ 

The  Senate  proceeded  fo  consider  the  amend- 
ments to  the  amendmeols  on  the  bill  last  men- 
Uoned;  and  the jr  were  referred  to  Messrs.  Bald- 
win, Mitcbili.,  and  Tracy,  Id  consider  and  re^ 
port  tbereon. 

Ordered,  That  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  pro- 
hibiting for  a  limited  tfmethebzportaiioDof  arms 
and  ammuDiiioQ  from  the  United  States  and  the 
territories  thereof,"  be  the  order  of  the  day  for 
Uonda;  next. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  relating  to  bonds 
given  by  marshals,"  was  read  'the  third  time  as 
atnended,  and  passed. 

PKITILEGES  OF  FOREIGN  MINISTERS. 

The  Se'oate  lesumed,  as  in  Commitiet  at  the 
Whole,  the  amenilment  reported  by  the  select 
oommiitee  to  the  bill  to  prevent  ihe  abuse  of  (be 
BTLvilegea  and  immunitiea  enjoyed  by  foreign 
Ministers  within  the  United  States. 

Mr.  Adams.— There  are  two  points  of  »iew,Mr, 
President,  in  which  it  appears  to  me  to  bt  impart- 
ant  that  the  provisions  of  this  bill  should  be  coD' 
sidered — the  one  as  they  relate  to  the  laws  of  na- 


a  inducements  combining  to  produce 
1  upon  my  mind  .of  the  propriety,  and 
indeed  the  neeeMiiy,  of  some  meftsure  similar  in 
principle  t-i  that  which  I  have  ttad  the  honor  to 
propose.  1  shall  take  the  liberty  to  state  them  in 
thetr  turn*,  endeavoring  to  keep  Ibem  ai  disrincl 
from  each  oiherasthe  great  and  obvious  difler- 
enee  of  their  character  requires,  and  that  their 
combinalion  on  this  occasion  may  appear  in  the 


striking  light  which  may  render  it  the  moai 
effectual. 

By  the  lawsof  nations,  a  foreign  Minister  isenr 
titled,  not  barely  to  the  general  security  and  pro- 
leciioD  which  ihe  laws  of  every  civilized  people 
extend  to  the  subjects  of  other  nations  residing 
among  them.  He  is  indulged  with  many  privi- 
leges of  a  high  and  uncommon  naiure — with  many 
exemptions  from  the  operation  pf  ihc  laws  of  the 
country  where  he  resiiles,  and, among  others,  with 
a  general  exemption  from  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
judicial  courts,  both  civil  and  eritninat.  This  im- 
munity is,  in  resptci  to  the  crimioal  jurisdiction, 
wilhouE  limitation ;  4nd  an  Ambassador,  though 
ffuiliyoftbe  most  aggravated  eri  roes  of  which  the 
heart  of  man  can  conceive  or  his  hand  commit, 
cannot  be  punished  for  them  by  the  tribunals  of 
the  Sovereiffii  with  whom  he  renides.  Should 
he  conspire  tne  deFiruciion  of  the  constitution  or 
government  of  the  Stale,  no  jury  of  his  peers  can 
there  eonvict  bim  of  treason.  Should  he  point 
the  dagger  of  assasination  to  the  heart  of  a  eitixen, 
be  cannot  be  put  la  plead  for  the  crimeof  murder. 
In  these  reacts  be  is  considered  as  the  subject, 
not  of  the  State  to  which  he  ia  sent,  but  of  ibe 
State  which  sent  him,  and  the  only  punishment 
which  can  be  iilflicted  on  his  crimes  is  left  to  iha 
justice  of  his  master. 

In  a  republican  Qorernment,  like  that  under 
which  we  have  iheliappiness  to  live,  this  exemp- 
tion is  not  enjoyed  by  anj  individual  of  ihe  nation 
itself,  however  exalted  in  rank  or  statien.  It  it 
OQT  pride  and  glory;  that  all  are  equal  in  the  eyes 
of  the  law;  -that,' however  adorned  with  dignity, 
or  armed  with  power,  no  man  owing  allegiance 
to  the  Majesty  of  the  nation  can  screen  himself 
from  the  vindictive  arm  of  her  justice;  yeL  eves 
the  nations  whose  internal  constitutions  are  found- 
ed upon  lhi«  virtuous  and  bonora|>le  principle  of 
equal  sod  universal  rights,  have,  like  all  the  rest, 
submitted  to  this  great  and  extraordinary  excep- 
tion, lo  order,  to  account  for  aosing^ilar  a  devi> 
ationfrom  principles  in  everyoiher  respect  deemed 
of  the  highest  moment  and  of  the  most  universal 
BpplicBiion,we  mustinquirc  inioihe  reasons  which 
have  induced  all  ihe  naiionsof  (hecivilized  world 
to  this  broad  depariiire  from  the  fundamental  max- 
ima oftheir  government. 

The  most  ereineni  writers  on  ibe  laws  of  na- 
tions have  at  different  limes  assigned  various  rea- 
sons for  this  phenomenon  in  politics  and  morals. 
It  has  sometimes  been  said  to  rest  M^nfictiont  of 
law.  The  reasoning  has  been  thus ;  every  Sover- 
eign Prince  U  independcDi  of  all.  others,  and  ae 
such  cannot,  even  when  personally  with io  the  ter- 
ritories of  another,  be  aruenable  to  bis  jurisiiictitm. 
Au  Ambassador  represents  the  person  of  his  mas-' 
ter,  and  therefore  must  enjoy  the  same  immuni- 
ties. But  Ibis  reasoning  cauRoi  be  satisfactury ; 
fur,  in  Ihe  first  place,  a  ktreign  Minister  doe>  OOC 
necessarily  represnii  the  person  of  his  master — be 
represenUhimonly  in  hisafiuH's;  and  besides  re p- 
Ksenling  him  he  has  a  perBonal  existence  of  hu 
own,  altogether  dislinci  from  his  re  preventative 
character,  and  for  which,  on  the  jiriociplea  of 
sense,  he  ought,  like  every  other  iodiVid- 
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ml,  to  be  r^sponiiUile.  Al  otiier  times,  sDOlher 
ficiioa  of  law  baa  been  alleged,  in  ibis  martQer: 
Ihe  foreigD  Mmiater  is  nut  (be  subject  of  the  Stale 
to  which  be  ix  >eAC,  but  of  hU  own  SnrereigQ :  he 
is  therefore  to  be  considered  as  still  residiiig  within 
the  lerritoriea  of  his  masler.  and  not  in  those  of 
the  Prince  to  whom  he  is  accredited.  But  this 
'fiction,  like  (he  other,  fargeis  the  peraotial  ezist- 
eaeeofibe  Minister.''  It  isdaDKerous.atalllJtnas, 
to  derive  important  pracvical  consequences  from 
fictions  of  law,  in  direct  opposition  to  the  fact.  If 
the  principle  of  personal  representation,  or  that  of 
ea^errUariality  anoeied  to  the  character  of  a  for- 
eign Miaister  be  admitted  at  all,  it  can  in  sound 
argumeoi  appljr  only  to  his  official  conduct — to 
his  acts  in  the  capacity  of  ■  Miuiswr,  and  not  to 
his  private  and  individual  affairs.  The  Minister 
can  represent  the  person  of  the  Prince,  no  oiber- 
Tise  than  as  anjr  a^ent  or  factor  represents  the 
person  ofhis  principal;  and  it  would  be  an  ill 
cotupliroenttoaSoveieiKn  Prince  to  consider  bim 
as  periODall;  represented  by  his  Minister  in  the 
commissioD  of  an  atrocious  crime.  Another  ob- 
jection against  (his  wkde-encroaching  inference 
firom  the  doctrine  of  personal  Tepretentatioa,  is, 
(hat  it  is  suitable  only  to  Monarchies.  The  Min- 
ister of  a  King  may  be  feigned  to  repment  in  all 
respects  the  person  of  his  master,  but  what  person 
can  be  reprfKeaK^d  by  the  Ambassador  of  a  Re- 
public 7  If  lam  answered,  the  mora^ptmm  of  the 
cation,  then  I  reply,  that  can  he  represented  by  no 
individual,  being  itself  a  fiction  in  law,  incapable 
of  commidiDg  anv  ac(,-aDd  having  no  corporeal 
susceptible  of  repreaen(a(ion.t    I  hare 


■  I(  is  maniferi,  that,  if  exlerritoriaUlt/  were  to  be 
allowed  to  Minis(ers,  in  the  whole  extent  of  the  term, 
it  wonld  entide  them  to  msnj  rights  which  the;  cer- 
tunlj  have  not :  on  the  other  hand,  the  privileges  al- 
lowed them  extend  far  bojond  what  the  univeraal  law 
of  nations  prescribes  in  tbeir  bior  on  this  ground.  Bolb 
these  poaifions  will  be  proved  hereafter,  and  also  that 
this  extremely  loose  notion  of  exlertilonaiily  is  not 
always  sufficient  to  eacertain  the  rights  to  wbich  ■  Min- 
ister may  pretend. — Mcaieru'  Summary  of  the  Modem 
Lam  of  Nalioiu,  book  7,  tAop.  6. 

t  The  representstiTC  character  of  the  AmbuMdor  is 
Uie  li^  of  representation  of  the  Stfreieign  who  seoiJs, 
addressed  to  the  aovoreign  who  receives  the  Minister. 
AmbasaadoiB  being  nalually  the  mandaiaria  of  the 
Prince  by  whom  they  ara  sent,  the  rapreaenta(ive  char- 
acter, by  the  law  of  na(ure,  consists  in  the  power  of 
transacting  any  public  busiacas  in  the  name  and  right  of 
(he  Sovereign,  by  whom  they  ire  sent,  with  another  Sov- 
ereign Power:  consequentlj,  by  the  law  of  nature,  an 
Ambaseador  it  not  ■■  it  were  the  same  moral perton  as 
he  wlio  sends  him,  so  as  to  be  the  same  as  if  hi*  mas- 
ter himulf  were  present ;  nor  is  the  Prince  to  whom  he 
is  sent  bound  to  consider  him  as  his  equal.  And  si 
there  is  no  necessity,  eilhsr  for  the  transaction  of  busi- 
ness or  for  the  dignity  of  the  sender,  which  may  be  pre- 
served without  it,  of  that  repre*en(a(iTe  character  which 
MDStsts  in  the  power  of  representing  the  penon  of  the 
MDder,  neither  is  the  repreaentative  character,  when 
•tretehed  beyond  the  ndea  of  natural  taw,  any  part  of 
the  voluntary  law  of  nations.'  and,  coDsequentlyiif  in- 
troduced b;  usage,  it  iipartof  the  customary  law;  if  by 
tieai^,  partof  the  coovenlioital  law  of  natioaa.    Wbare- 


said  thus  much  on  this  subject,  because  I  hnv« 
heard  in  conversation  these  legal  ficiiona  alleged 
against  the  adoption  of  (he  bill  on  your  table,  aod 
because  ihey  may  perhaps  be  urged  aaainat  it  here. 
But  It  is  neither  in  the  fiction  of  ArierT-i^oria/tfy, 
nor  in  that  of  persoaal  repreaenlation,  tluit  we  are 
to  seek  for  the  substantial  reason  upon  wbicb  (be 
customary  law  of  nations  has  founded  the  extra- 
ordinary privileges  of  Ambassadors;  it  is  in  the 
nature  oT  their  office,  of  their  duties,  and  of  their 


By  their  office,  they  are  intended  lo  be  the  me- 
diators of  peace,  of  commerce,  and  of  friendship, 
between  nattons ;  by  their  duties,  they  are  bound 
to  maintain  with  firmness,  though  in  the  spirit  of 
conciliation,  the  rights, ihe  honor,  and  the  inter- 
ests of  (heir  nation,  eren  in  the  midstof  those  who 
have  opposing  interests,  who  aasert  conflicting 
rights,  and  who  are  guided  by  an  equal  and  »i- 
verse  sense  ofhonor;  by  (heir  situation  they  would, 
without  some  extraordinary  provision  lu  their 
favor,  be  at  the  mercy  of  (he  very  Prince  agaiuM 
whom  theyare  thus  to  maintain  therights,ihe  hon- 
or, and  the  interest  of  their  own.  As  tbeMiniatera 
ofpesce  and  friendEbip,t)jeir  functions  are  nol  only 
of  the  highest  and  most  beneficial  utility,  but  of 
indispensable  necessity  to  all  nations  having  any 
mutual  intercourse  with  each  other.  They  are 
the  only  instruments  by  which  the  jniseriesof  war 
can  be  averted  when  It  approaches,  or  terminated 
when  it  exists.  It  is  by  their  agency  that  the  pre- 
judices ofcontending  nations  are  to  be  dissipated— 
that  the  violent  and  destructive  passions  of  na- 
tions ere  to  be  appeased — that  men,  as  far  as  (heir 
nature  will  admit,  are  to  be  converted  from  butch- 
ers of  their  kind,  into  a  band  of  friends  and  bro- 
thers. It  is  this  consideration,  sir,  which,  by  the 
common  consentofriiankind,bas  surrounded  with 
sanctity  the  ofiicial  character  of  Ambassadors;  it 
is  (his  which  has  enlarged  their  independency  tn 
such  an  immeasurable  extent;  it  is  this  which  haa 
loosed  them  from  alt  the  customary  ties  which 
bind  together  the  social  compact  of  common  rigbti 
and  common  obligations. 

But  immunities  of  a  nature  so  eitraordinarf 
cannot,  from  the  nature  of  mankind,  be  frequently 
conferred,  without  becoming  liable  to  frequent 
abuse.  Ambassadors  are  siiil  beings  subject  to  the 
passions,  the  vices,  and  Infirmities  of  man.  How- 
ever exempted  from  the  danger  of  punishment 
theyare  nocexempt  from  the  commission  ofcrimea. 
Besides  their  participation  in  the  imperfections  of 
humanity,  they  have  temptations  and  opporioni- 
lies  peculiar  to  themselves,  to  transgressions  of  a 
very  dangerous  description,  and  a  very  aggravated 
character.  While  the  functions  of  their  office 
place  in  their  hands  the  management  of  those  great 


fore,  the  consequences  derived  from  this  ehiraeter  re> 
apeetingAmbanadoTs  belong  neither  to  the  law  of  natnre 
nor  to  the  voluntary  law  of  nations,  mnch  less  do  they 
sanction  ihe  gratuitana  additions  by  which  they  are 
amplilied.  Hence,  no  natioo  is  boniid  to  at^nowledge 
them,  unlesB  in  conieqiwnee  of  eipresi  slipnlalion. — 
Wolf.  Irutiluta  of  Ihe  lato  of  Naltm  and  NatioM, 
part  6,  eiqp.  10,  aec  1M3. 
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eoBTroTersies,apoD  which  whole  natioos  ■!«  T^ont 
to  stake  their  ezislence;  while  iheir  •ituatioas 
affbrd  ihrm  the  means,  and  slimutate  [hem  to  the 
emirioFiTient  ol  ths  base  but  pon-erful  wea^Ds  of 
beiioD,  ofcorrupiioiiiSnd  of  treachery,  iheirverf 
privileges  and  iiamuoiliss  concur  )□  asaailiag  ibeir 
iDlegrity  by  the  protnfsp  of  security,  even  ra  case 
of  defeat— of  impunity,  even  after  detection. 

The  experience  of  all  tget  and  of  eTery  nation 
kaa  therefore  poimed  to  the  necessity  of  erecting 
some  fanrrier  a«:ains[  the  abuse  of  those  imtnuDi- 
tiesaad  privileges,  with  which  foreign  Minist^TB 
have  at  alt  time.i  and  everywhere  been  indulged. 
In  some  aggrarated  instance*  (he  rulers  of  the 
State  where  iheurime  was  eommltied  have  buldly 
broken  down  the  wall  of  privilege  under  which 
tbc  gnilly  stranger  would  fain  haveaheltered  him- 
seir,  and  in  defiance  of  the  laws  of  naiioas  hare 
deliTered  up  the  criminal  to  ihe  tribaoals  of  the 
eoantry  for  trial,  sentence,  and  ezecuiioo  i  at  olber 
tines  the  popular  indifination,  by  a  process  still 
more  irregular,  has,  without  the  forms  of  law, 
wreaked  its  vengeance  upon  the  perpetrators  of 
tboae  crimes,  which  otherwise  must  have  remained 
nnwbipped  of  justice.  Cases  have  sometimes 
ocenrred  when  the  principles  of  self-preeervalioa 
anddefeacehavejosiified  the  injured  Ooveiument, 
endangered  in  its  vital  parts,  in  arreMing  the  per- 
son of  such  a  Minister  during  the  crisisof  danger, 
andcoofiaiDg  him  under  guard  until  he  could  with 
•afely  be  remoTed.  But  the  pmiice  wliich  the 
rcaum  of-the  case  and  the  usage  of  nations  has  . 
prescribed  and  tec^ised,is,  (according  to. the  sg- 

Sravaiion  of  the  ofience,)  to  order  the  criminal  to 
ep»rt  from  the  territories  who^e  laws  bd  hat , 
notated,  Of  to  send  bin  borne.  »ometimes  under 
enatody,  to  bis  Sovereign  ;  demaadingof  him  that 
jnatiee,  reparation,  and  punishment,  which  the' 
nature  of  llie  case  requires,  and  which  he  alone  is 
entitled  to  dispense.  This  power  is  admitted  by 
ibeconcnrreot  testimony  of  all  the  writers  on  the 
law«  of  nations,  and  has  the  sanction  of  practice 
eqaally  universal.  It  result.--,  iudeed,  as  a  conae- 
qaence  absolutely  necessary  from  the  indepen- 
denee  of  foreign  Ministers  on  Ihe  judicial  author- 
ity, and  is  perfectly  reconcilable  with  it.  As 
respects  I  be  offe  nil  ed  nation,  it  is  a  measnre  of  self- 
defence,  justified  by  the  acknowledged  destitution 
of  every  other  remedy.  As  respecla  the  offending 
Minister,  it  is  the  only  means  of  remitting  bim  for 
tiialand  punishment  lo  the  tribunals  whose  jurid- 
dieiioD  he  cannot  recuse ;  and  as  respects  his  SoV' 
ereign,  it  preserves  inviolate  his  rights,  and  at  the 
nme  lime  manifests  that  confidence  in  his  justice 
which  civilized  nations  living  in  amity  are  bound 
10  place  in  each  other.* 

*  k  sMma  it  mj  be  said  on  this  sul^ect  that  there 
is  no  esM  in  which  the  ordinary  ^banaU-  e*n  extend 
their  joHadictiDn  over  poUic  Ministen,  and  this  with 
Ihe  more  confidence,  as  I  find  it  is  the  opinion  of  Grt>- 
liiu.  This  is  inronteetdile  with  re^nd  to  comnon 
(dencee ;  sncF  sa  for  cntnes  of  State,  wherein  tfaa  Am- 
bwssdor  violates  the  lawaof  natioDB — particnlarly  if  be 
UtMnpt  the  life  of  the  Prince  to  whom  he  ii  aent — the 
Sovaieign  alone,  or  the  Conoeil  of  State  in  his  behalf 


On  these  princi[JeR,  thus  equitable  and  moder- 
ate in  themselves, and  thus  universally  established, 
is  founded  every  provision  of  the  biil  before  you, 
so  far  as  it  iraplicates  the  law. of  nations.  I  bava 
been  ftilly  aware  that,  although  by  the  Constitu- 
tion of  the  United  States  Congress  are  authorized 
to  define  and  punish  ofiences  against  the  law  of 
nations,  yet  this  did  not  implv  a  power  to  inno- 
vate upon  those  law.'.  I  could  not  be  ignorant 
that  the  Legislature  of  one  individual  in  the  great 
community  of  nations  has  no  right  to  prescribe 
rules  of  conduct  which  can  be  binding  upon  all ; 
and  therefore,  in  the  provisions  of  this  bill,  it  was 
my  primary  object  not  to  deviate  one  step  froia 
the  worn  and  beaten  path-'Dot  to  vary,  one  jot 
or  one  tittle  fiom  the  prescriptions  of  immemorial 
usage  and  unquesiiuned  authority. 

In  consulting  for  this  purpose  the  writers,  char- 
acterized by  one  of  our  own  statesmen  in  a  pam- 
phlet recently  laid  on  our  tables,  as  ''  the  lumina- 
ries and  oracles  to  whom  the  appeal  is  generally 
made  by  nations  who  prefer  an  appeal  to  law 
rather  than  to  power,"  I  found  that  they  distin- 
guished the  oHences  which  may  be  committed  by 
foreign  Ministers  into  two  kinds* — the  one  against 


can  take  cogaiuuica  of  it — can  armt  ibe  traitor  in  his 
house,  and  ailcrwards  send  him  with  the  proofs  to  the 
Prince  his  master  for  punishment. —  Wique/orl'i  Am- 
haatador,  book  1 ,  lee.  39. 

Princes  BOmctimes  oblige  Mipiilcri  to  depart  from 
their  dominioni,  and  acnd  them  amy  under  an  armed 
escort  (jneen  Eliiabeth  caused  Don  Beroordin'de 
Mendou,  AmbaBSBdarafSpain,Bnd  the  Biehopof  Ron, 
Ambassador  Ironi  the  Qoeen  of  Scots,  to  be  shipped  off. 
Iiouis  XIV.  of  France  eent  under  guard  to  the  irontieia 
of  Savoy  a  Nunciu  lirom  the  Pope.  The  King  of  Por- 
tugal dismissed  in  like  manner  a  Minister  from  the  Pom 
in  IMe.  And  in  lfl69,  tinder  Cardinal  Mazuin,  the 
Resident  from-the  Elector  of  Brandenburg  was  ordered 
to  quit  the  kingdom,  and  ailerwardp  put  into  the  Bantila, 
whence  he  was  taken,  sent  to  Uaisis  in  custody,  and 
then  embarked.  In  t66T  the  Qneen  Begent  of  Spain 
ordered  the  Archbishop  of  Embron,  Ambueador  to 
Spain,  to  withdraw,  and  would  net  auflcr  him  to  wait 
in  Madrid  for  the  lettera  which  he  expected  to  receive 
by  the  first  courier.  All  hf  could  obtaia  was  to  atop  at 
Alcala  until  their  arrival,  and  there  ho  received  them. — 
Vt'iqutforl,  book  I,  itc.  90. 

An  Ambaaaador  ought  to  be  independent  of  every 
Power  except  that  by  which  be  is  sent,  and  of  conse- 
qaence  ought  not  to  be  subject  to  the  mere  municipal 
laws  of  that  nation  wherein  be  is  to  exercise  his  funo> 
tions.  If  he  grossly  oiTends,  or  makes  an  ill  use  of  his 
character,  be  may  be  sent  home  and  accused  bebre  bis 
master,  who  is  bound  either  to  do  justice  upou  bim  or 
avon  hinuelf  the  accomplice  of  his  crimes. — ChrUtian'a 
BlarJatoat,  vol.  1,  p.  2S3.  Ste  aiio  Montaquieu,  Sp. 
L.  36,  31. 

■  Suppose  an  Andnsssdor  guilty  tt(  a  crime  deaarr- 
ing  pnntahment  in  a  conrt  of  jualice,  where  then  is  h« 
to  be  aecased  and  pnniabed  1 

In  this  question  we  must  distinguish  between  two 
sorts  of  crimes  of  which  an  Ambassador  may  have  been 
guilty.  Bilber  he  hai  aimply  cooieaitlad  an  offisnce, 
injurioos  to  civil  society  and  the  pablic  traaqailli^ — 
Buch  aa  boiaicide,  adultery,  or  aknoMt  any  ether  aftha 
common  crimes,  aa   they  may  ba  tenned— or  ha  baa 
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th«  municipal  laws  of  the  eauatry  where  ihey 
reside,  and  ihe  other  a^inst  the  Qovernment  or 
Slate  to  which  (hev  are  sccrediied  ;  and  ihatihey 
recommended  a  correspondenl  modifii.-srion  of  thi 
manner  in  which  ihey  are  to  be  treated  hy  ihi 
offended  Sotpereign.  The  first  section  of  the  bi!l 
therefore  directs  the  rnode  of  Irealmeot  towards 
foreign  Ministers  guillT  of  beioous  offences  agaioat 
the  municipil  laws;  for,  as  tothose  mlnof  trans- 
cres9ionswhichareu.''uail]r  left  unnoticed  bf  other 
Blaiea,  I  have  ihoughi  no  provisioD  necessary  for 
Ihera.  The  section  points  out  the  mode  by  which 
theinsalted  Stale  or  injured  individual  may  apply 
to  the  Chief  Magisiraie  of  the  Union  for  rediess, 
and  by  what  proues.*  the  President  may  obtain  rep- 
aration from  the  offender's  Soxereig-n,  or.  in  case 
of  refusal,  dismiss  the  offender  from  the  territories 
of  the  United  States.* 

The  second  section  provides  for  the  case  of  of- 
fences against  the  Qorernment  of  the  nation.  If 
the  insun  is  direct  upon  the  President  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  himself,  it  authorizes  hira  at  once  to 
discard  the  offender;  if  the  injury  be  againsl  the 
nation,  br  any  conspiracy  or  other  act  ofhostiliiy, 
it  offers  the  mesne  of  remOTing  at  once  so  danicrr- 
ous  a  disturber  of  the  public  tranquillity.  This 
tbo  will  be  found  exactly  conformable  to  the  di- 
rections in  VaUtl.\ 


__....  ally  called  treason  or  ho«- 

tility. — Bunderihoclc.    Dc  faro  Legatorum,  ivUh  Bar- 
btyrae'i  ComiMiUary,  chap.  17,  «« 

■  Should  an  Ambamadai  forget  the  duties  of  hie  ita- 
tion;  ahould  he  rendei  hiiDHlf  diu|Teeable  and  dan- 
gerauB.  from  cabala  and  antarpriaea ;  pernicious  to  the 
tranquillity  sfthe  citiHoa,  the  State,  or  Prijice,  ta  nbom 
ka  ia  laDt;  there  ara  ■everal  naya  ef  corractiug  hiio, 
proportioData  to  the  natoFe  and  degree  ef  hia  buit.  If 
be  Bwltreata  tbe  sut^ecU  of  ^e  State — if  he  oomniila 
any  acta  of  injaatke  or  viojence  towards  them — the  sab- 
jscta  injured  are  not  to  aaek  Tadreia  tram 
magistru^iCba  Ambasaador  being  independent  of  their 
jurwdiclioa ;  eonaequently,  thoee  magistratea  cannot 
prttceeU  directly  agaLoat  him.  On  aucb  occuiooi,  the 
Soiereign  is  to  be  applied  to  ;  he  demand*  justice  from 
the  Ambawador's  niuter.and,in  caaa  of  a  refuaal,  may 
order  the  inaolent  .Uiniitei  to  quit  hia  ilominiona. — 
Yait^,  book  4,  clu^.  7,  acf.  94.  . 

t  Shoold  a  Tomgn  Miniater  oSend  Ihe  Prince  him- 
aelf — be  Wanting  in  respect  to  him^-and  by  hta  intriguea 
raise  diilurbancea  in  the  Slate  and  Court,  the  injured 
Prince,  from  a  particular  regard  to  the  Minialei'a  mas- 
ter, aamctimci  requires  that  he  should  be  recalled :  or, 
if  the  faalt  be  more  heinous,  Ihe  Pruice  forbids  him  the 
Court  till  he  receitea  an  aniwer  from  his  master ;  bnl 
in  important  caaee,  he  proceedi  so  lar  aa  to  order  him 
to  quit  his  dominiona.  Every  Sovereign  has  an  un- 
qnaationable  right  to  proeeeil  inlhi*  aaaoiiBr;  Ibr,  being 
maalet  in  bis  onn  domisLons,  no  foreigner  can  atay  at 
hia  Court  or  in  hia  duminion*  without  hia  permiaaion. 
And  though  Sovereigns  am  generally  obliged  to  hear 
the  overtDres  of  foreign  Powers,  and  to  admit  their 
Miniateia^  this  oUig^ioa  eaaaee  entirely  with  regard  to 
■  Ministar  who.  being  bimaalf  wanting  in  the  dntie* 
mcuAibant  on  him  tiom  hia  character,  bacomss  dangar- 
ooa,  or  jnatlj  anqwctod  by  him  to  whom  be  is  to  come 


The  third  aeciion  brinfc*  me  to  the  consideration 
of  ibe  relation  which  the  bill  bears  to  the  Coasli* 
tulion  of  the  UniUd  States.  It  containa  a  regu- 
lation, Ihe  object  of  which  ia  at  once  to  prevent 
airmia understanding  by  the  offending  Miaiaier'a 
SorereigQ  of  the  grounds  opoo  which  he  should 
be  ordered  lo  depart  or  sent  home,  and  to  mark  by 
a  strong  line  of  discrimination  the  caaes  when  n 
foreign  Minister  is  dismissed  for  miKconduci,  from 
those  when  be  is  expelled  on  account  of  uatiouU 
differencea.  Id  this  latter  case,  by  the  general 
nndersttading  and  usage  of  naiiona,  nu  ordet  to 
depart  givon  to  a  foreign  Minisler  is  equivalent  to 
a  declaration  of  war.  In  the  European  Opvern- 
ments,  where  tbe  power  of  declaring  war  and  that 
of  negoliaiing  with  foreign  Stales  are  committed 
to  the  same  hands,  this  nice  discrimination  of  tha 
specific  reasons  fgr  wbicb  a  Minister  may  be  dia- 
miased  is  far  less  important  than  yritb  us.  The 
power  of  declaring  war  is  with  ua  exclusively  vest- 
ed in  Congress ;  and  as  the  order  lo  depart,  when 
founded  on  naiional  disputes,  amouots  to  such  a 
declaration,  it  appears  lo  me,  by  fair  iuference. 
that  for  such  cause  the  President  of  tbe  United 
States  oannot  issue  such  an  order  without  tbe  ex- 
press request  or  concurrence  of  Congress  lo  thai 
effect.  It  was  from  ibis  view  of  the  subject  that, 
in  the  present  hill,  the  power  rested  in  the  Preat- 
dent  to  send  home  a  culpable  Minister  is  so  pr» 
cLsely  limited  to  thecases  when  tbe  Minister  snail 
have  deserved  that  treatment  by  hia  personal  mis- 
conduct. This  distinciioa  between  the  causes  for 
which  a  foteiga  Minister  may  be  sent  home  has 
been  solemnly  recognised  ins  remarkable  manoer 
by  tbis  Oorernment  in  the  treaty  with  Great  Brit- 
ain of  Ihe  19lt)  November,  1794,  in  the  twenty- 
sixth  article.* 

Here,  sir.  tbe  sending  home  a  Minister  for  na- 
tional causes  ia  recognised  to  be  the  very  test  of  a 
rupture,  and  exactly  tantamount  to  a  decLaraiion 
of  war.  But  the  same  act,  done  for  ihe  Brlinlaler's 
perM)nal  misconduct,  is  acknowledged  to  be  a  right 
of  both  parlies,  which  they  agree  lo  retain ;  and 
it  ia  stipulated  that  it  shall  not  in  that  case  b« 
deemed  equivalent  to  a  rupture.  The  expressions 
used  imply  ibat  thp.  parties  did  not  conbiclef  them- 
selves  as  introducing  in  this  part  of  the  article  a 
new  law,  but  as  expfaining  the  old.  It  Is  merely 
declaratory,  "  for  greater  cenainty,"  and  the  pre- 
rious  existence  of  the  ri^ht  is  recognised  by  tbe 
>tipulation  that  both  parties  shall  retain  it.  This 
■  one  of  the  articles  of  ibe  treaty  which  have  ex- 


onl;  as  a  Minster  of  Peace. —  VatUt,bi)ok  4,  cAap.7,  >ec> 
96,  90. 

And  fhr  greater  certainly  it  is  declared  that  a  rup- 
tnte  shall  not  Im  deemed  lo  eiist  while  negoliationa  lor 
accommodating  diferencea  shall  be  depending,  nor  until 
the  respective  Ambassadors  or  Ministen  (if  such  there 
■hall  lie)  ahall  be  recalled  or  sent  home  on  account  of 
anch  di^rences,  sad  not  on  aoconnt  of  personsl  mis- 
conduct, aoconiing  to  tbe  nature  andflegreea  of  nhtoll 
both  parties  retain  their  rights  either  lo  request  lbs 
recall  or  immediately  to  Hiid  home  the  Ambassador  or 
Minister  of  the  other,  slid  that  without  prejnUica  to  thair 


byCOOgIC 


15S 


HISTORY  OP  CONGRESS. 


154 


Harcb,  1 


PriviUg^  o^  Foreign  Minittert. 


pired;  but  as  expressing  ihe  ««nse  both  of  oar  own 
nation  and  of  Great  Britain  upon  the  subject  to 
which  it  relates,  it  is  as  effectual  as  it  erer  could 
b«.     Its  provisioQS  are  still  blndiog  upon  both 

Eriies  as  pan  of  the  law  of  tiatiOns,  though  ihey 
Tc  ceased  to  be  obligatory  as  {losiiiTe  siipala- 

Thia  view  of  the  subjeclTllI  also  furnish  mewith 
an  answer  to  the  que^ition  whtch  has  more  Iban 
once  been  ^t  to  me.  aad  which  may  perhaps  be 
repeated  here.  It  has  been  asted,  whether  the  first 
and  secoDd  seciions  of  the  bill  are  not  superflu- 
ous— whether  the  cases  are  not  alroidy  provided 
for,aiid  whelherthe  President  does  not,  beyond 
all  queaiioD,  possess  the  power  which  they  pur- 
pose  to  vest  in  him  7 

That  the  power  is  beyond  question  7eiled  in 
him  is,  sir,  more  than  I  can  take  upon  me  to  say. 
Had  I  ihoughl  it  beyond  all  question,  I  certainly 
shonld  not  bare  broufrht  forward  the  bill  io  its 
present  siiape.  And  I  will  in  candor  add,  that  if, 
after  a  due  consideration  of  (he  subject,  the  Sen- 
ate shonld  be  of  opinion  that  the  power  la  vested 
in  him  beyond  all  question,  they  will  of  course 
either  reject  the  bill,  or  reduce  it  Io  a  mere  modi- 
fication of  the  matmer  in  which  he  shall  exercise 
the  right,  whenever  he  shall  deem  it  expedient. 

By  the  Constitution  of  the  United  Slates,  the 
Eiecuiive  power  is  generallv  vested  in  the  Presi- 
dent, aod  he  is  expressly  authorized  and  directed 
to  "receive  Ambassadors  and  other  public  Minis- 
ten-"  Now,  sir,  by  the  general  grant  of  the  Ex- 
ecutive power,  according  to  the  writers  who  have 
Kruiinized  and  discriminated  with  the  nicest  ac- 
enracy  the  powers  of  Oovernmeni,  the  power  of 
declaring  war  would  of  course  be  included.  Such 
is  the  opinion,  not  only  of  Montaquieu,  but  of 
Rixutean.  the  most  republican  of  writers  on  laws 
and  conatiiutions.  The  practice  of  all  the  Gov- 
ernmenta  in  Europe  which  ever  recognised  the 
division  of  power  is  conformable  to  this  theory. 
But  our  Constitution  has  expressly  made  the  dec- 
laration of  war  a  Legislative  act,  and,  by  fair  infer- 
ence, whatever  is  by  the  custom  of  nations  equiv- 
alent to  a  declaration  of  war,  we  are  bound  to 
consider  aaa  Legislative  act  also.  Thus,  then, 
altbougb  the  President  is  invested  with  the  exec- 
niive  power,  and  although  he  is  to  receive  foreign 
Uinislers,  yet,  not  having  the  power  to  declare 
war,  be  cannot  possess  that  of  ordering  away  a 
foreign  Minister  for  causes  of  national  differeace, 
because  that  is  a  virtual  declaration  of  war.  He 
is  authorized  to  receive  foreign  Ministers,  and  by 
this  grant  of  power  he  must  be  authorized  to  de- 
termine when,  how,  whom,  he  will  receive  as  ^ucb. 
He  mast  be  considered  as  poaseasiog  the  poieet  to 
determine  upon  all  those  cases  when  a  man,  com- 
ing as  an  accredited  Minister,  may  by  the  laws  of 
nalioBS  be  denied  a  reception ;  and  he  must  also 
be  allowed  to  determine  when  he  will  cease  to 
receive  a  man  in  that  capacity,  after  he  has  been 
admilled.  This  includes,  es  it  appears  lo  me,  the 
right  10  request  his  recall,  and  even  to  intimate 
the  wish  to  a  foreign  Minister  that  he  would  de- 
part ;  but  whether  it  also  includes  the  power  poHi- 
lively  to  order  hisdeparturegand,  still  more,  to  send 


President  should  have  the  power  to  send  home  a 
foreign  Minister  in  some  caaes:  it  has  not,  in 
express  terms,giTen  him  the  power  in  any  case. 
Whether  he  has  it  by  implicaiioD,in  the  caseofa 
Minister's  mi^onduct,  seems  to  me  not  absolutely 
beyond  a  doubt,  and  I  believe  the  very  doubt  in  « 
point  of  this  magnitude  would  operate  to  prevent 
its  exercise  in  a  case  of  the  utmost  need.  That 
doubt  it  was  my  purpose  by  this  bill  lo  remova. 
To  remove  it  (if  it  exist.'')  is  unquestionably  within 
the  power  of  Congress,  and  the  occasion  calls 
loudly  for  their  inteiposiiion.  The  doubt  appeara 
the  more  rational  from  the  fact  that  the  power  ha* 
never  been  exercised.  The  revocation  of  exequa- 
turs of  two  foreign  Consuls  by  President  Wash- 
iNQTON  have  been  mentioned  as  cases  in  point,  but 
are  not  applii'able  ;  for  in  the  Grat  place,  Coilsuls 
ere  not  entitled  lolhe  privileges  or  immunities  of 
foreign  Ministers ;  and  in  the  next,  the  revocation 
of  an  exequatur  is  barely  equivalent  by  analogy 
to  the  cessation  to  receive  a  Minister:  it  neither 
sends  the  roan  away,-  nor  orders  him  lo  depart. 

But  it  baa  been  the  fortune  of  the  bill  to  be  at- 
tacbed  from  quarters  in  direct  opposition  to  each 
other ;  and  while  on  the  one  hand  it  has  been  cen- 
sured aa  vesting  in  the  President  a  power  which 
beyond  all  question  he  possesses  already^  on  the 
other  it  has  been  blametl  as  putting  in  liis  hands 
a  power  which  beyond  all  question  he  has  nol, 
aod  which  the  Consiitution  never  intended  he 
should  have.  This  construction  of  our  Constitu- 
tion has  been  laid  down,air.  for  our  cdiScalionand 
improvement  by  a  foreign  Minister  in  his  corre- 
spondence with  our  Secretary  of  State,  which  I 
speak  of  as  a  matter  of  public  notoriety,  because 
it  has  been  published  in  all  our  newspapen,  and 
remainB-uncontradicted.  I  must  however  obsierve, 
thai  at  the  time  when  this  bill -was  introduced,  I 
had  never  seen  and  had  no  knowledge  of  ihia 
learned  S|)aniah  commEnlary  upon  the  Coaaiitu- 
tion  of  the  United  Stales. 

I  had  not  imagined  that  the  true  intent  and 
meaning  of  our  great  national  compact  was  to  be 
settled  by  a  foreign  Minister,  neither  did  it  enter 
my  heart  to  conceive  that  the  Government  of  the 
United  Slates  was  to  receive  lessons  from  a  Span- 
iard upon  the  extent  of  its  Constitutional  powers. 
Yet,  air,  so  it  is.  The  Spanish  Minister  has  first 
chosen  to  construe  into  an  order  what  he  was  ex- 
pressly told  was  nni  an  order,  and  next  to  tell  the 
Secretary  of  Slate  that  this  order  is  conVrary  lo 
the  spirit  of  the  Constitution  and  Government  of 
this  country.  I  find,  however,  that  there  are  even 
American  citizens  who  ibinJcwitb  this  diplomatic 
expounder  of  our  laws,  that  the  President  in  no 
case  has  the  power  to  order  a  foreign  Minister  to 
depart  from  our  territories.  1  have  my  self  always 
inclined  to  the  opinion,  that,  for  these  cases  of  per- 
sonal tnisconduct,thepower  of  removal  was  given 
by  Ihe  spirit  of  the  Consiitution,  though  not  per- 
haps by  its  letter.  That  he  ought  to  possess  it,  ia 
not  in  mymiDda  subjectof  doubt  at  all  j  for, con. 
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sideriftf  ihe  natare  of  a  foreiga  Minisler's  privi- 
le°:ES,  and  the  dan^r  and  urgenRf  of  the  dBsea 
wherein  mea  invested  with  that  character  most 
frequently  abuse  them,  to  deny  the  President  the 
exercise  ofllieonly  means  which  CBQ  control  ihem, 
is  to  deny  ibe  nation  itself  the  means  of  self- 
defence  in  the  most  perilous  eitreiniiies.  It  may 
be  asked  whether  this  argumeal  would  not  apply 
with  equal  force  to  the  cases  in  which  I  deny  the 
President's  power  to  expel  a  fureign  Minister,  and 
in  which  the  hill  does  not  propose  to  give  it?  To 
this,  I  answer,  No.  In  every  possible  case  when 
a  public  Minisier  coulil  be  ordered  home  on  ac' 
count  of  national  diflerencca  Congress  must  be  io 
setsioD,  or  must  be  summoned  for  ihat  purpose. 
Such  a  state  of  thiags  caanot  suddenly  arise.  It 
is  a  measure  never  to  be  resorted  to,  unless  with 
ihe  senled  determination  of  war ;  and  iis  exercise 
Dever  can  be  necessary  for  the  President,  to  the 
execution  of  his  Constitutional  powers. 

But  the  personal  misconduct  of  a  Minister  may 
happen  at  any  lime — when  Congress  Ik  not  in  ses- 
sion as  probably  as  when  it  is.  li  would  certainly 
happen  mote  frequently  in  the  former  case  iban 
in  the  latter,  if  during  the  recess  do  power  of  re- 
straint upon  him  could  be  used.  These  are  offences, 
the  deleoiion  of  which  would  be  oflea  accidental, 
sudden,  unexpected — calling  for  the  instantaneous 
ioierposiiion  ofa  vjgoruus  arm  to  rescue  Ihe  coun- 
try from  its  danger.  Suppose  a  conspiracy  libe 
that  of  Tarqain's  Ambassadors,  or  (hat  of  Cata- 
line  at  Rome— like  that  of  Bedmar  at  Venice — 
likeihaiofCellamarein  France:  To  say  that  the 
President  ahould  have  noweapon  ofdefence within 
his  reach  until  Congress  should  be  assembled, 
would  gire  the  conspiring  Minister  the  power  to. 
execute  at  full  leisure  such  orders  as  Cellamare 
received  fiom  Cardinal  Alberoni.  and  enable  htm, 
before  his  hand  could  be  arrested,  to  Ktjirt  to  all 
the  mine*.  It  i^  therefore  as  clear  to  me  that  the 
President  ought  to  possess  the  power  of  expulsion 
for  personal  offences,  as  tbat  he  ought  not  lo  pos- 
sess the  same  power  for  causes  of  national  con- 
troversy. And  if  the  Constitution  by  its  slleiiee 
has  left  it  questionable,  it  seems  to  me  incumbent 
upon  Congres  to  remove  every  shadow  of  doubt 
from  the  case. 

Among  the  other  objections  whibb  I  have  heard 
alleged  agninst  any  Legislative  act  upon  this  sub- 
ject, I  shall  DOW  notice  that  which  1  consider  as 
of  the  least  real  weight,  and  that  is,  that  other  na- 
tions have  not  made  i(  a  subject  of  legislation.  But 
other  nations  have  made  (he  exemption  of  fpreign 
Ministers  from  their  civil  jurisdiction  a  subiecl  of 
legislation,  as  appears  in  Martens.*    And  with 

■  The  exFnipdanaffi»n^  Mi n liters  from  the  jurii- 
diction  of  the  Slate  ii  regulated  in  Holland  by  the 
ordinances  of  the  Stales  General  of  the  llth  Augoal 
1ST6,  and  the  9th  Saptember  1676  ;  and  of  the  Btates 
of  Holland  of  the  8th  Aogiiat  1659,  the  30tb  July  and 
the  14thAiigust  1681.  {SeeMie"  Grool  FlacaatBaek" 
tinder  date  of  these  yean.)  In  England,  by  act  of  Pai- 
liamenl — 10  Ann,  chap.  7.  In  Portugal,  by  ordinance 
of  1 748. — Martau'  Summary,  book  8,  cAop.  S,  ttt.  3, 


respect  lo  the  c 

Marten*  says  the  English,  for  the  waol  of  an  ex- 
press law  upon  (he  subject,  have  departed  from 
the  usages  of  all  other  nations  in  this  particular, 
and  made  foreign  Mioistersamenable  to  their  crim- 
inal jurisdiction.*  Now,  sir,  if  the  English  naiioa 
are  thus  cbaraed  with  a  deviation  from  the  prac- 
tice of  all  other  civilized  nations,  because  tbey 
have  not  made  an  express  law  for  acceding  to  it, 
surely  no  exception  can  be  taken  against  us  for 
malting  precisely  such  a  law  as  England  is  said 
to  want.  This,  law,  therefore,  iaslead  of  a  mark 
of  singularity,  must  he  regarded  as  a  test  of  cod- 
formiiy.  Instead  of  throwing  us  into  a  corner 
with  Ine  solitary  exception,  it  introduces  us  inta 
the  freneral  circle  of  nations.  It  is  not  in  sullen 
derogation,  but  in  explicit  aCBrmaoce  oT  the  gen- 
eral usage.  It  is  no  variaiion  of  our  political  com- 
pass ;  it  is  only  the  steady  pointing  of  ouc  needle 
ID  the  real  pole. 

Bui  a  still  more  conclusive  answer  lo  this  ob- 
jection is,  Ihat  other  nations  have  made  no  law 
upon  the  subject,  because,  conformably  lo  their 
conslilulieos,  ibe  act  of  sending  home  a  foreiga 
Minister  is  in  all  oases  an  Executive  act.  and  of 
course  an  act  requiring  no  Legislative  interposi- 
tion. I  have  already  shown,  sir,  that  by  our  Cod- 
siiiulion  it  must  in  some  cases  be  considered  as  a 
Legislative  act;  and  hence  arises  a  reason  pecu- 
liar to  ourselves  for  regulating  the  whole  subject 
by  Legislative  sanction — reserving  to  Congress 
the  power  (o  exercise  it  when  ii  becomes  equiva- 
lent lo  a  declaration  of  war,  and  leaving  it  in  the 
hands  of  the  President  when  it  is,  upon  onr  own 
principles,  an  act  purely  Executive. 

These,  sir,  are  the  considerations  deduced  from 
the  laws  of  nations,  and  from  our  own  Constitu- 


reporlid  by  order  of  the  Commitiee  is  entirety  ia 
the  spirit  of  the  bill,  and  oi)ly  ^;pecifie8  the  precise 
mode  in  which  the  order  for  the  removal  of  a  crim- 
inal foreign  Minister  shall  be  executed.  This 
section  may  perhaps  be  deemed  expedient, even  if 
it  should  be  concluded  [ha(  the  al»tracl  riqwer  ia 
unquestionably  vested  in  the  President.  For,  even 
if  he  has  the  power  without  the  legalized  organs 
of  carrying  it  into  effect,  as  Co  all  purposes  of  pub- 
lic benefit,  the  case  is  the  same  as  If  he  had  it  not. 
It  is,  on  this  supposition,  one  of  those  authorities 
which  requirean  organic  law  to  make  it  practi- 
cal.   Nor  is  this  the  only  instance  in  which  the 

*  In  the  practice  of  the  European  nations,  we  find, 
tbat  in  cues  of  private  crimes  commilted  by  a  Minis- 
ter, it  is  thought  commonly  sufficient  to  demand  hia 
r«eall.  Thongh  in  England  the  want  of  no  expreulaw 
seems  to  leave  Mtnisten  vrithout  ■belter  front  a  criminal 
pTOHKution.  ]n  the  caae  of  State  crime*,  it  is  thought 
■ufficienttoseiiehispeTKinwbiie  thsaafetyoftbeState 
ta  in  danger,  loleaiing  and  sending  him  home  after- 
wards. Even  this  extremity  ia  not  commonly  r«ort«d 
to  if  the  danger  ia  len  imminent,  and  if  it  will  admit 
the  expedient  of  lending  away  Ihe  Minuter,  or  demand- 
ing hia  recall. — Marten*'  Summary,  book  9,  du^.  b, 
lec  169,  note  a. 
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CoDtlilution  bas  left  it  in  the  discretion  of  Con- 
sreu  to  pmeribe  the  maoDer  of  carryini^  its  Id' 
junctions  into  effect.  The  very  first  law  io  your 
statute  book  ia  an  example  of  the  Sams'  drscrip- 
lioD.  The  Constitulion  had  eojuined  that  all  civil 
officers  of  Che  Uoiied  Smies  and  of  the  several 
State*  sboutJ  be  sworn  lo  its  support,  but  had  not 
panic ttlarized  the  maoDer  of  aominisierinf;  the 
oatb;aDd  the  first  act  of  the  first  Ci^n^iess,  under 
our  present  Conslitutioo,  was  to  provide  the  ne- 
cesfary  regulalioD. 

It  may  dow  perhaps  be  expected,  sir,  that  1 
should  give  some  eiplaaatioo  of  the  more  imme- 
diate circumstances  in  which  the  bill  driginated. 
Ami  here  1  am  sensible  that  I  Iread  upon  delicate 
ground.  So  highly  honorable  and  refpectable  is 
the  office  of  a  foreign  Minister,  that  lo  treat  him 
with  disrespect  in  common  discourse,  and  siill 
more  iu  Legislative  deliberation,  would  be  with- 
out excuse,  were  his  own  conduct  altogether  un- 
ezcepiionable.  Should  the  occasion  ever  happen 
that  a  foreign  Minister,  by  bis  own  violalioo  of 
all  the  common  decencies  of  social  intercourse  to- 
wards the  Qoveroment  to  which  he  was  accred- 


consideration  due  lo  the  credentials  of  bis  Sover- 
e^  ;  stili  1  should  think  myself  bound  to  observe 
«n  that  moderalioQ  of  expression  which  can  he 
consistent  with  the  sentiments  of  indignation  ta- 
voluDtarily  excited  io  my  breast  by  an  insult  upon 
ihe  Government  of  my  country. 

Wiibiti  a  few  days  after  the  Message  of  the  Pre- 
sident at  the  comroencemeotorthe  present  session 
of  Congress  was  made  public,  the  Spanish  Min- 
ister addressed  lo  the  Secretary  of  Stale  a  lell^r 
couched  in  terms'which  it  cannot  be  neceMary  for 
me  to  particularize,  and  containing,  nol  only  slric- 
tuies  of  the  most  eiiraordinary  nature  upon  all 
the  parts  of  that  Message  respecting  S[iain,  but 
complaints  DO  ^ss  extraordinary  at  what  it  diil  not 
contain.  Consider  this  procedure  in  its  real  tight, 
sir,  and  what  is  iti  A  foreign  Minister  takes  lo 
Msk  the  President  of  the  United  Stales  for  the 
maooer  in  which  he  has  executed  one  of  the  most 
important  functions  enjoined  upoo  him  by  ilie 
CoDsiitution.  He  nol  only  charges  him  with  mis- 
represeniatioo  in  whet  hedidsay,bQi  hepresnmea 
to  dictate  to  him  what  he  should  have  said.  1 
forbear  all  comment  opon  this  conduct  as  it  relates 
to  the  present  Chief  Magistrate.  I  ask  you,  sir, 
and  I  entreat  erurv  member  of  ibt^  Senaia  to  ask 
himself,  What  is  iis  tendency  as  it  relates  lo  our 
country?  TheConsiiiuiion  of  the  United  Stales 
makes  it  one  of  the  President's  most  solemn  du 
lies  lo  communicate  to  Congress  correct  informa- 
tioD  relating  to  the  state  of  oar  public  afiairs.  In 
every  possible  case  of  disputes  and  controversies 
of  light  between  ihe  United  Stales  and  any  foreign 
DaiiuD,  Ihe  Minister  of  that  nation  must  have  an 
interest — and  the  strongest  interest,  to  give  a  gloss 
and  coloring  lo  the  objects  in  litiKation — opposite 
lo  the  interest  of  our  country.  If,  whenever  the 
President  of  the  United  States,  upon  the  high  and 
solemn  responsibility  which  weighs  upon  every 
act  of  hia  official  duty,  gives  to  Congress  that  ae- 


il  of  our  foreign  relatioos  which  is  necessary 
table  Ihem  to  adapt  tbeir  measures  to  the  cir- 
for  the  general  welfare  of  the  Union, 
a  foreign  Mioistcr,  under  color  of  his  official  pri- 
vileges, is  lo  contradict  every  pan  of  bis  state- 
ments, to  impeach  the  correc loess  of  his  facts,and 
Co  chide  him  even  for  his  j)misst0D3,'to  what  an 
abyss  of  abasemeDi  is  the  Chief  Magistrate  of  this 
UaioQ  to  be  degraded!  The  freedom  which  a 
Spanish  Minister^  unreproved,  can  lakelo-day,  » 
French  MininterwouldclaimasB  right  to-morrow, 
and  a  British  Minister  would  exercise  without  cer- 
emony the  next  day.  A  diplomatic  censorship 
would  beesiablished  over  the  Supreme  Executive 
of  ihis  nation,  and  the  Fresidenl  would  not  dare 
to  exhibit  to  Congress  the  siaiement  of  our  na- 
tional concerns,  without  previously  submiuing  bis 
Message  for  approbation  to  a  Cabinet  Ooimcil  of 
foreign  Ministers.  Under  ibe  British  Constitu- 
tion, the  speeches  of  (he  Sovereign  to  bis  Parlia- 
ment are  all  settled  In  his  Privy  Council,  end  the 
Royal  lips  are  uoderslood  Io  give  utterance  only 
to  Ibe  words  of  the  Minister.  Tbe  reason  of  this 
is,  thai  by  Ihe  formsof  their  Constilulion  the  Sov- 
ereign himself  is  above  all  responsibility,  and  the 
Minister  is  tbe  person  accounDelile  to  the  nation 
for  the  substance  of  the  di*courae  delivered  by  his 
master.  In  their  praclice,  therefore,  the  speech  is 
made  by  him  on  whom  the  responsibiliiv  rests, 
Bui  if  ibis  new  assumption  of  tlie  Spanish  Min- 
ister is  subniicied  to,  our  praclice  will  be  an  im- 
provement on  the  British  Iheory  of  a  singular  cast 
indeed  {  for,  while  tbe  responsibility  will  rest  upon 
ihe  President  who  delivers  the  Mestage,  its  con- 
lenis  will  be  dictated  by  persons  not  only  loosed 
from  all  responsibility  to  our  country,  but  bound 
in  all^iance,  in  zeal,  in  duty,  to  the  very  Princes 
with  whom  we  have  to  contend.  The  same  con- 
trol which  by  this  measure  is  altempied  lo  be 
usurped  over  the  acls  of  the  President  will  at  the 
next  step,  anil  by  a»  eaty  transition,  be  extended 
to  the  Legislature;  and,  instead  of  parcelling  out 
the  Message  amcuig  several  committees  for  their 
consideration,  we  shall  have  to  appoini  commit- 
tees upon  every  part  of  ihe  Message  relating  to 
any  foreign  Power  to  wait  upon  the  Minister  of 
that  Power,  and  inquire  what  ii  is  the  pleasure  of 
his  master  that  we  thonld  do. 

That  such  is  the  inevitable  tendency  and  the 
real  intention  of  Ihe  proceeding  will  ai)pear,  not 
only  from  a  due  consideration  of  the  act  iisell,  but 
from  a  proper  estimate  of  its  avowed  motive,  and 
from  the  subsequent  conduct  of  the  seme  Minis- 
ter. He  addressed  this  letter  to  the  Secretary  of 
Stale,  not  for  the  purpose  of  asking  any  explana- 
tion— not  for  the  purpose  of  giving  any  satisfac- 
tion— noiforanyof  the  usual  and  proper  purposes 
of  a  diplomatic  communication — bui  (an  he  him- 
self declare?)  for  our  GkivernmenE  to  publish,  with 
a  view  lo  counieracl  Ihe  slalemenls  of  ihe  Presi- 
deol's  Message.  I(  was  a  challenge  lo  Ihe  Presi- 
dent 10  enter  the  lists  of  a  pamphleteering  war 
against  him, for  ihe  instruction  of  the  American 
people  and  the  amusement  of  foreign  Courts  ;-and 
having  failed  in  this  laudable  project  headdresses, 
kftet  the  expiraiion  of  fiirty  i^ys,  ■  circular  Iclier 


byCOO^IC 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


Sknith. 


Pn'viUges  of  Foreign  MinisUrt. 


March,  1806. 


to  ilie  oiher  foreign  Ministers  residJQg  io  tbe  Uai- 
ted  Siaies,  wiih- copies  of  his  letter  to  the. Secre- 
tary of  State,  as  if  these  foreicQ  Mi>iisteri  were 
ibe  regular  umpires  beineen  him  aod  our  Oor- 
eroineat.  Not  conteot  however  with  this  appeal, 
he  authorizes  them  ;o  give  copies  of  hin  letters  to 
insure  that  publicaiioo  with  which  our  QoTcrn- 
meat  had  doi  gratified  him,  aod  calls  at  once  upon 
the  American  people,  and  uppn  the  Europeau 
Courts, ID  decide  between  the  President  aod  him. 
Here  too,  ur,  I  beg  ^eotlemea  to  abstract  tbe  par- 
ticular iDstance  from  the  geoeral  principle  of  ihi« 
iTanMciion.  The  tame  act  whicn  under  ooe  set 
of  circum stances  can  only  excite  contempt,  under 
•Dot her  becomes  formidable  in  the  extreme.  Of 
the  newspaper  appeal  to  the  people  I  say  nothing. 
The  people  of  this  uounlry  are  not  io  dull  of  un- 
derstanding or  so  depraved  in  vice  as  to  credit  (he 
assertions  of'a  foreigoer,  bound  by  no  tie  of  duly 
to  them— the  creature  and  agent  of  their  adver- 
sary— in  coDtradictiun  to  those  of  their  own  ofQcer, 
answerable  to  them  for  his  every  word,  and  sta- 
tioned at  the  post  of  their  bizhest  confidence.  But 
the  circular  to  the  other  foreign  Ministers  is  a 
species  of  appeal  hitherto  unprecedented  in  ihe 
United  States.  And  what  is  its  object  7  The  in- 
formation of  their  Courts;  that  tbe  Qavernments 
of  France  and  Great  Britain  may  learn  from  him 
the  justice  and  generosity  of  his  master. 

It  is  probable  that  both  those  Daiious-^ibe  ally 
and  tbe  enemy  of  Spain — have  much  better  ma- 
terials for  esiiroaiing  the  justice  and  generosity 
of  His  Catholic  Majesty ;  bat  what  have  ibey  to 
do  in  the  ease?  By  an  aaonymous  newspaper 
publication,  the  idiom  of  which  discovers  itsorigin, 
•  precedent  is  alleged  in  justification  of  this  eitra- 
ordinary  step,  and  the  reciprocal  commuoicaiiou 
of  diplomatic  memorials  concerning  the  afiairsof 
HoUand  in  tbe  yeara  1786  and  1787,  between  tbe 
Minislera  of  Great  Britain,  France,  and  Prussia, 
at  the  Hague,  ia  gravely  adduced  as  warranting 
Ibis  innovation  oT  the  Spanish  Mioiiier  here. 
The  very  reference  to  that  time,  place,  and  occa- 
aioD,  would  of  itself  be  a  sufficient  indication  of 
the  intent  at  this  time.  In  the  years  1786  and 
1787,  the  three  Powers  1  have  j,ust  mentiooed  un- 
dertook, between  them,  not  only  to  interfere  ih 
the  inieroal  government  of  Holland,  but  to  regt)- 
lateand  control  it  accordiug  to  a  plan  upon  which  ' 
they  were  endeavoring  to  agree.  Their  Minis- 
ter^ therefore,  very  naturally  communicated  to 
each  other  the  memorials  which  they  presented  Io 
the  Dulcb  Government.  And  what  was  the  result? 
Two  of  those  three  Powers  fixed  between  them- 
selves the  doom  of  Holland— raised  a  tyrannical 
faction  upon  tbe  ruins  of  that  country's  freedom, 
and  marched  ibe  Duke  of  Brunswick  at  the  head 
of  thirty  thuusaod  men  into  Amsterdam,  to  con- 
viace  the  Hollanders  of  the  King  of  Prussia's _^- 
Itce  and  genemeily. 

This,  sir,  is  the  precedent  called  to  our  recollec- 
tion for  the  purpose  of  reconciling  us  to  the  bu- 
■niliatioD  of  our  condition.  We  are  paiienilv  to 
bebold  a  Spanish  Minister  insulting  the  President 
of  the  United  States— dictating  to  him  Atf  con- 
struction of  our  Cons  til  ulion—calUog  upon  other 


foreign  Ministers  to  countenance  his  presump- 
tion— and  entrenching  himself  behind  the  exam- 
Cle  of  another  nation,  once  made  tbe  victim  of  a 
ke  usurpation!  Tbe  resemblance  is  but  tooslrong, 
and  will.  I  hope,  not  be  forgotten  by  us.  If  the 
cooaiitutioaal  powers  of  a  Dutch  Siadiholiler  were 
prescribed  and  moulded  according  to  the  pleasure 
and  by  the  interference  of  foreign  Powers,  (as  un- 
doubtedly they  were,)  let  us  remember  tbe  fact 
with  a  determination  never  to  be  so  controlled 
ourselves.  It  is  held  up  to  us  as  an  example:  let 
us  take  ii  as  waraitig. 

The  subsequent  proceedings  of  tbe  Spanish 
Minister  have  been  all  in  the  same  spirit  with  that 
under  which  he  presumed  to  call  upon  the  Presi- 
dent to  enter  the  lists  of  altercation  with  him  be- 
fore the  people  of  this  country.  They  manifeBl 
pretensions  to  which  we  ought  not  to  submit — 
which  we  ought  vigorously  to  resist.  In  his  last 
letter  to  tbe  Seereury  of  State,  he  tells  him  that 
he  will  receive  no  orders  but  from  his  own  master. 
Now.  if  this  has  any  meaaing,  it  must  be  to  deny 
the  United  Stales  the  right  of  ordering  him  away : 
that  is  one  of  the  most  indisputable  rights  of  everjr 
Sovereiao  Power.  When  pretensions  so  desti- 
tute of  all  foundation  are  advanced,  it  becomes  us 
immediately  to  show  our  sense  of  them:  not  to 
resist  them  might  be  construed  into  acquiescence. 
It  is  a  virtual  dereliction  of  our  rights  not  to  de- 
fend them  when  they  are  assailed. 

I  am  indeed  fully  sensible  that  the.operatioo  of 
the  bill  I  have  proposed,  should  it  meet  the  sanc- 
tion of  Congress,  will  not  be  retrnspeclive — that 
to  what  has  passed  no  remedy  which  can  now  be 
provided  will  apply — butwemay  prevent  in  future 
occurrencesof  a  like  character,  and  of  mucb  more 
dangerous  cotisequence.  We  may  prevent  the 
spreading  of  an  evil  which  threatens  the  dearest 
interests  of  the  nation;  we  may  prevent  even  the 
repelilioD  of  insults  and  Injuries,  which,  but  for 
the  want  of  the  regulations  now  proposed,  in  all 
probability  never  would  have  bean  ofiVred.  In  my 
own  opiuion,  the  necessity  for  EOme  Legislative 
provifion  upon  this  subject  will  force  itself  upon 
this  Government  with  additional  pressure,  from 
year  to  year,  until  it  can  nn  longer  be  resisted.  If 
tbreignMinisieisareio  possess  in  the  United  States 
an  unbounded  independence  of  all  tbe  iribuoals 
of  justice,  while  the  United  Stales  on  their  part 
are  to  be  deprived  of  the  ordinary  means  of  self- 
defence,  enjoyed  and  exercised  by  aU  other  Sov- 
ereigns, to  check  the  abuse  of  those  formidable 
privileges,  the  course  of  events  will,  in  my  belief, 
at  no  very  distant  day,  bring  us  into  that  unhappy 
dilemma  which  will  leave  no  other  alternative 
than  to  infringe  the  laws  of  nations  or  to  sacrifice 
our  Constitution — to  commit  violent  outrage  upon 
the  rights  of  others,  or  to  make  a  dastardly  cur- 
render  of  our  own. 

Mr.  President,  I  ask  yoilt  forgiveness,.and  that 
of  the  Senate,  for  having  trespassed  so  long  on 
vour  and  their  indulgence.  They  have  now  be- 
fore them  tbe  principles  and  the  motives  on  which 
the  bill  was  first  introduced :  it  is  for  them  to  de- 
lermiueon  their  justice  and  propriety.  Should 
they  think  that  my  feelings  or  prejudices  have 
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exiggrtaced  theefjlfor  vbjch  I amsiocetely  seek- 
ing a  remedy, or  thai  ibe  reined v  ilself  is  liable  to 
iofuperabte  objeclions.  ihey  will  at  oace  dismiss 
the  subject  from  their  aeiibeiations.    Sbould  they 
Km  the  other  baud  consider  the  principle  of  the 
bitl  as  admissible,  <hey  will  faahioD  iia  details  at 
tliair pleasure.    To  their  decisioD,  irbatever  it  □ 
be.  I  shall  cheerfully  submit,  wiib  the  full  c 
TJction  that  it  will  be  dictated  by  a  jiure  and 
lightened  regard  to  (he  honor  and  welfare  of 
country. 

The  amendment  was  adopted,  and  the  bill 
dered  to  a  third  reading. 

TcEBDAr.  March  4. 

iday  last,  f 

a  bill 

was  read,  and  ordered  to  the  secona  reading. 

Mr.  BiiAnLEr,  from  the  committee  lo  whom 
was  referred,  on  the  second  day  of  December  last, 
the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  supplementary  to  the 
act,  entitled  'An  act  regulating  the  grants  of  land 
appropriated  for  the  refugees  from  the  Briti:ih  Pro- 
vmces  of  Canada  and  Nova  Scotia,"  made  re- 
port ;  which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  for 
consideration. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Vermont,  presented  the  petition 
of  Samnel  Harrison,  a^nt  for  the  heirs  of  Captain 
Jonathan  Career,  praying  for  tbe  recognition  of  an 
Indian  deed,  for  a  tract  of  land  near  St.  Anthony's 
Palis,  on  the  Mississippi ;  and  the  petition  was 
read,  and  referred  to  Mesari.  Shith  of  Vermont, 
BALnwiN,  and  Shitb  of  Ohio,  to  consider  and 
report  tbereon. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  coaiideralion  of  the 
motion  made  on  the  13th  day  of  February  lasr. 
that  it  be 

Raahed,  That,  bom  and  tflerthe day  of — 

next,  it  AaS  not  be  UwTal  to  import  into  llu  United 
8(atH  on  board  any  iordgn  Aip,  any  goods,  wares, 
or  mCTchandise',  other  than  such  aa  are  the  growth,  pro- 
dnce,  or  mum&ictnre,  of  the  natian  to  wbich  mch 
tonafa  ship  Bhall  belong,  except  on  board  the  shipa 
of  racb  foreign  nations  who  admit  the  importation  into 
their  porta  of  goods,  alllioagb  they  are  not  the  growth, 
produce,  or  msnufsctura  of  the  United  State*,  in  the 
ibipa  or  TesKla  of  the  United  Sutea. 

And  baring  adopted  the  resolution. 

Ordered.  That  Messrs.  Smith  of  Maryland, 
AnAus,  and  BAt.DWtN,  be  the  committee  to  bring 
in  a  bill  accordingly. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  declaring  the  town 
of  Jersey,  in  the  Stale  of  New  Jersey,  to  be  a  port 
of  delivery,  and  for  erecting  a  ligbt-house  on 
Wood  Island,  or  Fletcher's  Neck,  in  the  Stale  of 
Massachusetts,"  was  read  the  third  time,  and 


Mr.  Baldwin,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
were  yesterday  referred  tbe  amendments  of  the 
House  of  Represenlalives  to  tbe  amendraenls  of 
the  Senate,  to  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  extend 

g'  itisdiclioa  in  certain  cases  to  State  judges  and 
late  courts,"  made  report.    Whereupon, 
Hesolted,  That  the  lienate  agree  to  the  said 
itBendments  to  tbeir  amendments. 
9lh  CoH.'  -6 


The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  the 
GoTercor,  Judges,  and  Secretary^  of  the  Indiana 
Territory,"  was  read  the  third  lime  and  further 
amended. 

The  Senate  resumed  tbe  third  reading  of  the 
bill  for  the  punishment  of  counterfeiting  the  cur- 
rent coin  o(  tbe  United  States,  and  for  other  pur- 
poses. And,  ou  the  question  to  amend  this  clause 
of  the  first  section :  '■  which  by  law  now  are.  or 
hereafter  shall  be,  made  current  as  money  witkiQ 
the  United  Stales,"  so  as  to  read,  "  whien  by  law 
now  are,  or  hereafier  shall  be  made  current  or 
be  in  actual  use  and  circulation  as  money  witnin 
tbe  United  Siaies ;"  it  was  determined  in  the  af- 
firmative— yeas  19,  nays  9,  as  follows : 

Yiis— Messrs.  AJoir,  Baldwin,  BajBid,  Bradley, 
Gilman,  Hillhouae,  Howlind,  Logan,  Maclaj,  Moore, 
Plumer,  Smith  of  Ohio,  Smith  of  Tenneaaec,  Smith 
of  Vermont,  Stone,  Thnislon,  Turner,  White,  and 
WoTthington. 

Nath — Messrs.  Adams,  Anderson,  Condit, Gaillard, 
Miichill,  Pickering,  Smith  of  Maryland,  Smith  of  New 
York,  and  Tracy. 

And  the  bill  having  been  further  amended,  on 
tbe  quesiion.  Shall  this  bill  pass?  it  was  determin- 
ed in  the  affirmative — yeas  32,  nays  4,  as  follows: 

Ykas — Mesan.  Adair,  Baldwin,  Bayard,  Bradley, 
Gaillard,  Gilman,  Hillbouae,  Howland,  Kilchel,  Logon, 
Mwlay,  Moore,  Pickering,  Plumer,  Smith  of  New 
York,  8mi^  of  Ohio,  Smith  of  Tennessee,  Smith  of 
Vermont,  Stone,  Tbruston,  Turner,  and  Worthington. 

Nats — Mean*.  Adams,  Condit,  Mitchill,  and  Smith 
of  Maryland. 

was  Retolted,  That  this  bill  pass,  that 
it  be  engrossed,  and  that  the  title  thereof  be  "An 

'  for  the  punishment  of  counterfeitiag  the  car- 
1  coin  of  the  United  Stales,  and  for  other 
pnr  poses." 

Mr.  Smith, of  Ohio,  gave  notice  that  he  shonld 
isk  leave  to  bring  la  a  bill  to  explain  the  first  sec- 
tion of  an  act,  entitled  "An  act  to  divide  tbe  In- 
diana Territory  into  two  separate  governments. 

The  bill  to  authorize  the  Slate  of  Tennessee  to 

iue  grants  and  perfect  titles   to  certain  lands 
therein  described,  and  to  settle  tbe  claims  to  the 
icaoi  and  unappropriated  lands  within  the  same, 
as  read  the  second  time. 

Wedncsdat,  March  5. 
Mr.  Mitchill.  from  the  committee  lo  whom 
was  referted,  on  the  28th  February,  the  bill,  enti- 
tled "Ad  act  for  the  relief  of  Peter  Landats,"  re- 
ported  it  without  amendment. 

Mr.  Braolev,  from  the  committee  lo  whom 

was  referred,  on  tbe  S7th  of  February,  tbe  bill, 

entitled  "An  act  enabling  the  President  of  the 

United  Slates  lo  make  restitution  to  tbe  Govern- 

meut  of  Denmark,  for  ihe  capture  and  condera- 

ition  of  tbe  Danish  briganiine  called  theHenrick, 

id  her  cargo,"  reported  it  with  amendmenL 

The  bill  to  authorize  the  State  of  Tennessee  to 

issue  grants  and  perfect  titles  to  certain   lands 

herein  described,  and  lo  settle  tbe  claimn  to  lbs 

'BCaot  and  unappropriated  lands  within  the  same, 

ivas  considered  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole. 
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and,  on  motioD,  ii  was  agreed  that  the  further  coD' 
sideralion  thereof  be  postponed  until  to-morrow. 

Tbebill  to  JDCotporatea  National  Academy  was 
read  the  second  time,  and  referred  to  Messrs.  Lo- 
OAN,  MtTCBiLL,  and  AoAiiia,  to  consider  and  re- 
port thereon. 

Agreeably  to  notice  given  refierday,Mr.  Smith 
of  Onlu  asked  and  obtained  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill 
to  explain  the  Sfth  section  of  an  act,  emitted  "An 
act  to  divide  the  Indiana  Territorjr  into  two  sep- 
arate governments."  and  the  bill  was  read,  and 
ordered  to  the  second  reading. 

Conformably  toihe  order  of  the  day,  the  Senate 
took  into  consideration  the  report  of  the  committee 
on  additional  for  till  cat  ions  to  the  harbor  of  New 
York ;  and,  after  debate,  the  futlhet  consideration 
of  this  report  was  postponed, 
event  the  abi 
enjoyed  by  foreign 
within  the  United  Slates,  was  read  the  third 
lime ;  and,  after  debate,  the  Senate  adjourned. 

TBDRaoAi,  March  6. 

Mr.  LooAN,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 

referred,  on  the  5th  instant,  the  bill  to  incorporate 

a  National  Academy,  reported  it  without  ftmeod- 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  establishing  rules 
and  articles  for  the  Oovernment  of  the  armies  of 
the  United  Slates,"  was  considered  as  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  and  the  ameadmenta  report- 
ed by  the  select  committee  having  been  adopted, 
the  hill  was  reported  to  the  House  accotdiDglr- 

Ordered,  Toat  it  pass  to  the  third  reading  as 
amended. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  second  reading  of  the 
bill  to  authorize  the  Stale  of  Tennessee  to  issue 
grants  and  perfect  titles  to  certain  lands  therein 
described,  sod  Id  settle  the  claims  to  the  vacant 
and  unappropriated  lands  within  the  same,  as  in 
Committee  of  the  Whole;  and  the  bill  having 
been  amended,  the  further  consideration  ihereof 
was  postponed  till  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Smitb  of  Maryland,  from  the 
appointed  to  conaidet  the  resolution  of  13th  Feb- 
ruary on  the  subject,  reported  the  following  bill, 
which  was  read  and  passed  to  a  second  reading: 
A  Bill  for  the  eneonngeuent  of  the  shipping  and  navigs- 
tion  of  the  United  States. 

BtUenaeUd,  ic..  That,  from  and  after  the day 

of next,  no  goods, wares,  ormerchindise,  shsJI  be 

imported  in  any  fiirsign  stun  or  vessel  into  the  United 
States,  or  the  territories  thereof,  other  than  goods, 
wares,  and  merchandise,  of  the  growth,  produce,  or 
manufacture  of  the  natjoD  to  which  such  forsign  ship 
orvBBsel  shall  belong,  upon  the  penaltyof  the  forfeilnre 
of  all  inch  goodi,  wares,  and  merchandise,  is  shall  be 
imported,  in  any  IbrGigii  ship  or  Tcnel,  contrary  to  the 
true  intent  and  meaning  hereof,  ssalsoofthe  stupor 
vessel  in  wtiich  they  shall  be  imported,  and  of  all  her 
tackle,  furniture,  and  apparel,  to  be  diipoaed  of  con- 
formabljr  to  the  ninety-fint  section  of  the  act  to  regu- 
late the  collection  of  dutiss  on  imparts  and  tonnage, 
paiBed  the  second  day  of  March,  one  thousand  seven 
onndred  snd  ninety-one.  Prmnjtd  always,  That  tlua 
piohibilion  ahall  not  Htend  to  the  abips  or  vessels  of 


any  foreign  nation,  which  admits  into  its  ports  ttie  im- 
portation, in  ships  or  Teasels  of  the  United  States,  of 
goods,  warea,  and  inerchandiae,  not  bring  the  growth, 
produce,  or  manufactnra,  of  the  United  Btatea:  And 
prottided  aUo,  That  any  forfeitiiTe  which  may  be  incur- 
red by  virtue  of  this  act,  may  be  mitigated  or  remitted 
in  the  manner  preseribcil  by  tlie  aot  to  provide  ihr  miti- 
gatiog  or  remitting  the  toiieitures,  penal^es,  and  disa- 
bitiliee,  accruing  in  certain  caaee  therein  mentioned, 
pasaed.lhird  March,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
ninety-seven,  and  made  perpetual  by  an  act  passed 
eleventh  February,  one  thousand  eight  buudred. 

Mr.  WoRTBiNoTON  submitted  the  followiitg 
motioD,  which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  for 
consideration ; 

Retoived,  That,  in  order  belter  to  provide  for  the  da- 
fence  of  the  Territoiy  of  Orleans,  a  tract  of  land,  not 

exceeding  in  any  case acres,  to  be  located  Out  of 

a  tract  of  land  not  exceeding  tno  miUions  of  acrei,  to 
be  surveyed  between  the  Acha&laya,  the  Red  river, 
and  a  meridian  line  passing  by  the  fort  at  natchitochea, 
shall  be  given,  free  of  all  expenses,  other  than  those 
of  survey  expenses  and  office  fees,  to  every  citizen  of 
the  United  States  above  twenty-one  years  of  age,  aitd 
not  at  present  residing  either  in  eaid  Territory  or  in 

the  Mimissippi  Territory,  who  shall,  l>efore  the 

day  of next,  become  sn  actnal  settler  on  soA 

tract,  and  sltall  actually  improve,  and  continue  to  eol- 

tivate  and  reside  on  the  same years  thereafter;  on 

condition,  that  such  actnal  settler,  and  his  sons,  abovs 
the  age  of  eighteen  years,  at  any  time  or  times,  during 

the  said  period  of years,  he  liable  to  be  called  into 

service  tor  the  defence  of  the  said  Territories  of  Or- 
leans and  Iktissisaippi,  and  under  obligation,  during  the 
said  period,  to  continue  in  such  service  for  any  length 
of  time  which  may  be  necesKary. 

The  motion  made  on  the  27th  of  February,  for 

printing copies  of  the  Constitution  of  the 

United  Stales,  was  resumed  and  the  further  con- 
sideration thereof  postponed. 

The  Senate  vesumed  the  consideration  of  the 
amendments  reported  to  the  bill,  entitled  ''An  act 
enabling  the  President  of  the  United  Statea  to 
make  re^titulioll  to  the  Oovernment  of  Denmark 
for  the  capture  and  condemnation  of  the  Danish 
briganiine  called  the  Henrick,  and  her  cargo,"  aa 
in  Commtiiee  of  the  Whole;  end  theBmendmeota 
having  been  adopted,  the  bill  was  reported  to  the 
House  accordingly. 

Ordered,  That  it  pass  to  the  third  reading  as 
amended. 

The  Senate  took  into  consideration  the  bill, 
entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Peter  Landaia,'' 
asin  Committee  ofthe  Whole;  and,  after  progress, 
adjourned. 

Fmdat,  March  7. 

Ordtrtd.  Thatihethird  resolution,  reported  by 
the  committee  on  the  5th  February  last,  prohibit- 
ing the  importation  of  certain  goods,  wares,  and 
merchandise,  U-im  Great  Britain  and  her  depeit- 
dencies,  be  the  order  of  the  day  for  Moikday  next. 

The  bill  to  explain  the  fif^h  section  of  an  act, 
entitled  "An  act  to  divide  the  Indiana  Territory 
into  two  aeparate  goTernmenls,"  was  read  the 
second  time. 


166 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


166 


M^H,  1806. 


PrivUeges  of  I\>Ttign  Mmitten. 


Sbkatx. 


Ordered,  Tbal  this  bill  pas*  to  ■  third  readiDg. 
&fr.  Anderson,  from  the  commiltee  to  whom 
ms  referred,  on  the  36th  February  last,  Lhe 
eoiiiied  "Ad  act  to  amend  an  act,  entitled  'An  act 
coDeerDiDg  the  library  for  the  use  of  both  Hoi 
of  CoDgresa,"  reported  it  wiihoui  amendmeat. 

The  Senate  resutned  the  consideration  of  the 
bill,  entitled  "Ad  act  for  the  relief  of  Peter  Lao- 
dais,"  a>  in  Committee  of  tiie  Whole;  BDd  the 
bill  haviog  beeo  reported  to  the  House  withou 
atneodmenl,  it  was  ordered  to  the  third  reading 

Ordered,  That  the  bill  to  authorize  the  Stan 
«f  TeDDessee  to  issue  ffraDts,  and  perfect  titles  » 
certain  lands  therein  described,  and  to  settle  ihp 
claims  10  the  vaeant  and  uoappropiiaied  laDds 
wilbin  the  aame,  be  the  order  of  the  day  for  Mon- 
day next. 

Th«  bill  for  the  encouragement  of  the  shipping 
atid  oarigatioD  of  the  Uoited  States  was  read  the 
aecood  time,  and  ordered  lo  the  third  reading. 

Mr.  Baldwin,  from  the  commiltee  appointed 
January  13,  OQ  the  pelitioHB  of  Benjamin  Hieh  borne 
aod  others,  as4ied  aod  obtained  leave  to  brin§  in  a 
bill  to  carry  io  to  effect  theproTisioDSof  the  eighth 
section  of  the  act  regulating  the  grants  of  land, 
and  proridiog  for  lhe  disposal  of  the  bads  of  the 
Dailed  States  south  of  the  Slate  of  Tennessee, 
and  tha  bill  was  read,  and  ordered  lo  the  aecond 
leading. 

Mr.  Hti.i.flDC9B  presented  the  memorial  and 
representation  of  John  Chester,  late  supervisor  of 
the  rerenue  of  the  United  States  for  the  Connec- 
ticut district,  Slating  tlTal  be  made  considerable 
disbursements,' aod  performed  various  services 
[viurandsubsequent  to  his  being  in  office,  whereby 
great  addition  of  revenue  accrued  to  the  United 
States,  and  praying  an  equitable  remaneration 
therefor;  and  the  memorial  waji  read,  and  referred 
to  the  Secretary  for  the  DepartcaeDt  of  the  Trea- 
sury to  consider  and  report  thereoD. 

PRITn<BGES  or  FOREIGN  MINISTERS. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  third  reading  of  (he 
bill  to  prerent  the  abuse  of  the  privileges  and  tm- 
iDDDiiies  enjoyed  by  foreign  Ministers  within  lhe 
United  States. 

A  motion  was  made  to  strike  out  the  first,  sec- 
ond, and  third  sections  of  the  bill.  Whereupon, 
a  division  of  the  question  was  called  for ;  and  on 
the  quEstton  to  strike  out  tile  first  section,  it  was 
determined  in  the  affirmative — yeas  23,  nays  7,  as 
follows : 

Tsis — Messrs.  Adair,  Anderson,  BsMwin,  BBVsrd, 
Bradley,  Condit,  Gsillard,  Gilmsn,  Hillhouie,  HowUnd, 
Kitehet,  liOgan,  Maciay,  Moore,  Pickering,  Smith  of 
Haiyland,  Smith  ofOhio;  Smith  afTenneaaee,  Smith  of 
VcmoDt,  Stong,  Samler,  Thruston,  sod  White. 

Nati— Mean.  Adams,  Mitchill,  Phimer,  Smith,  of 
New  York,  Tracy,  Tamer,  and  Worthin^n. 

A.nd  on  the  question  to  strike  out  the  second 
section  of  the  bill,  it  was  determined  in  lhe  af- 
firma tire— yeas  21,  nays  9.  as  follows: 

YmAM — Mesan.  Anderson.  Baldwin.  BajrBnl.  Bradley, 
Condit,  GaaUrd,  GUman,  HiUhouse,  Howland,  Kitdiel, 
Losan,  Madaj,  Moore,  Pickeiiug,  Smith  of  Marjluid, 
Saiith  of  Ohio,  Smith  of  Tnutenm,  Smith  of  Ver- 
awnt,  Stvne,  Sumter,  and  Thruston. 


Ni.Ta  —  Menrs,  Adair.  Aduns,  Mitchill,  Planter, 
Smith,  of  New  York,  Tteoy,  Turner,  White,  and 
Worthing  ton. 

And  on  the  questLoo  to  strike  out  the  third 
section  of  the  biir,  it  was  determined  in  (be  affirm- 
ative— yeas  37,  nays  i,  as  follows: 

Yiis — Messrs.  Adair,  Aduns,  Aadenon,  Bildirin, 
Bayard,  Bradley,  Condit,  Gaillard,  GUman,  HiUhouse, 
Howland,  Kitdiel,  Logsn,  Maclay,  Moore,  Pickering, 
Plumer,  Smith  of  Maryland,  Smith  of  New  York, 
Smith  of  Ohio,  Smith  of  Tennenee,  Smith  ofVermont, 
Slooo,  Sumter,  Thniston,  Turner,  and  While.- 

Nxis— Msasrs.  Mitchill,  Tracy,  and  Wwthingtcn. 

And  the  bill  having  been  further  amended,  OQ 
the  question.  Shall  this  bill  pass]  it  was  deter- 
mined  in  ihe  negative — yeas  4,  nays  24,  as  fol- 

Viu — Messrs.  Adama,  Pliuner,  Smilh  of  Ohio,  and 
Tbmston. 
Nlrs — Messrs.  Adair,  Anderson,  Baldwin,  Bayard, 

Bradley,  Condit,  Gaillard,  Oilman,  Hillhouae,  Howland, 


Tracy, 

,e  bill 


So  the  bill  was  lost. 

MoNDAT,  March  10. 
Mr.  Logan  presented  the  memorial  of  Philip 
NicklJD  and  Robert  BaglesGeld  Oriffiih,  stating, 
that,  in  the  year  1797,  tbey,  with  divers  other 
merchants  of  Philadelphia,  were  owners  of  the 
ship  New  Jersey  and  her  cargo,  in  a  joint  adven- 
ture from  the  port  of  Philadelphia  to  CanloD,  io 
Chioa.  That,  on  her  return  home,  [he  said  ship 
and  catgu  were  captured  by  a  French  privateer, 
and  condemned  in  Hispaniola  in  the  Island  of  St. 
Domingo.  From  which  decree  of  condemDatioD 
appeal  was  duly  entered  ;  but  that,  in  proseCDting 
the  said  appeal,  their  hopes  of  restilalion  ''were 
blighted  by  a  fatal  interposition  of  General  Arm- 
strong, the  Minister  Plenipotentiary  of  t be  United 
States  at  Paris;"  and  that  they  therefore  "confi- 
denily  believe  that  they  shall  not  be  disappointed 
in  their  expectations  of  indemnity  from  tne  vir- 
tuous and  liberal  Government  wnich  employed 
'  'm  ;"  and  [he  memorial  was  /ead. 
The  PBEsFDEnT  laid  before  the  Senate,  from  the 
»:reiary  for  the  Department  of  the  Treasury,  a 
iiement  of  (he  emolu meats  of  the  officers  em- 
ployed in  the  eolleeiioD  of  ihe  customs  for  the  year 
1805;  which  was  read,  and  ordered  (o  lie  for  con- 
sideration. 

Mr.  Batard,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred,  on  the  28th  of  February  last  the  bill  for 
the  protection  and  indemnification  of  American 
seamen,  reported,  as  their  opinion,  that  it  is  ad- 
visable to  postpone  to  lhe  next  session  of  Congress 
the  fur[ber  conaideralion  of  (he  bill,  in  order  to 
afford  an  opporluoily  for  further  negotiation  of  the 
mhject ;  and  the  report  was  adopted. 

Mr.  Tracy,  from  lhe  committee  to  whom  was 
referred,  on  the  llth  of  February  last,  the  bill,  en- 
titled "An  act  to  regnlateandfixlbe  compensations 
of  the  officers  of  the  Seaa<e  and  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives," reported  amendments;  which  were 
read,  and  ordered  lo  lie  fot  cossideiatioD. 
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Mr.  Tract,  from  the  eommiiipe  to  whom  was 
leferred,  on  tbe  31st  of  February  last,  ihe  bill,  en- 
tilled  "All  act  lo  incorporate  the  Trustees  of  the 
Ptesbvierian  Congregation  of  Georgetown,"  re- 
ported it  without  ameDdmeot. 

The  bill  entitled  "Ad  act  for  es1ablishin|!  rules 
and  articles  for  the  goTernrnent  of  the  armies  of 
the  United  States,"  wan  reed  the  third  time  ;  and 
after  progress  the  further  consideration  (hereof 
was  postponed. 

BBITI8H  AGGRESSIONS. 

The  Senate  lesunied  the  consideration  of  the 
third  resolution  reported  by  the  committee,  on  (he 
6lh  of  February  last,  to  whom  was  referred  (bat 
rart  of  the  Message  of  (he  President  of  tbe  Uniwd 
Slates,  at  the  opening  of  the  session,  which  relates 
lo  the  spoliations  of  our  commerce. 

Mr.  S.Smith.— Mr.  President:  The  subject  now 
before  lhe  Senate  is,  the  third  resolution  reported 
by  your  committee  on  that  par[of  the  Message 
Which  relates  to  British  spoliations.  The  first 
Tesolution  is  a  declaraiioo  of  our  neutral  rights, 
and  has  passed  the  Senate  unanimously.  Tbe 
second  reqoesis  tbe  President  to  send  a  special 
mission   to  Great  Britain,  to  demand 


of  property  anlanfully  taicen  from  our  merchants, 
ana,  by  a  peaceful  arrangement,  to  adjust  all  dif- 
ferences substsliuK  between  that  nation  and  the 
United  Slates.  The  third  is  now  before  us.  I 
will  lake  leave  to  read  IL 

3.  RaolTcd,  That  it  ii  npedient  to  prohibit,  b;  law, 
the  importation  into  the  United  Statesof  an;  of  thefol- 
hmiog  ^oods,  nirei,  or  mercbuidise,  being  the  growth, 
woduce,  or  manuracturea  of  the  United  Kingdoms  of 
Great  firitain  and  Ireland,  or  the  dependenciei  thereof, 
that  i(  to  aay  :  wooUena,  linen*,  hala,  tiiila,  loofcing- 
|;tasies,'Tum,  hardware*,  alale,  aall,  cool,  boots,  ihoea, 
nbbone,  silba,  and  plated  and  glaas  wares.    The  laid 

prohibition  lo  cominenca  fimo  the daj  of , 

UlUeaa,  pieviouilj  thereto,  equitable  arrangement*  bIuU 
be  m*de  between  the  tno  GoTemmenlB,  on  the  dliler- 
encGB  gubBisting  between  them  ;  and  to  continue  until 
■Uch  srrangementg  iholl  be  agreed  upon  and  settled. 

Tbia  resolution  is  inteaded,  Mr.  President,  to 

Sotiation  recommended  in  tbe 
is  aid,  or  something  similar,  i 
t  Britain  would  not  calculate, 
]  indecisive  character  in  our 
IB  indisposition  to  lend  any 


afford  aid  t( 

•econd.    Without  i 

doubt  whether  Gre 

at  heretofore,  on  a 

OoveromeDt— on  i 

or  protection  to  commerce  ;  and 


thu 


__  ... night  not  be  indi  . ._  ..  _. 

lieve  that  he  could  proceed  in  safety  to  the  desiruc- 
lion  of  every  part  of  our  commerce  with  her  ene- 
mies and  their  dependencies.  This  measure,  Mr. 
President,  is  called  a  war  measure.  Is  it  so  1  If 
ii  is,  (hen  does  Great  Biiiain  maintain  a  constant 
war  measure  againut  the  United  States,  for  she, 
at  at  all  limes,  piobibiis  the  importation,  into  her 
ports,  of  every  article  manufactured  within  our 
coantry,  She  even  prohibits  our  provisions  from 
being  consumed  in  tier  kingdoms,  except  when 
her  wants  compel  her  to  admit  them.  If,  then, 
abe  bas  set  us  the  example,  and  has,  by  bet  laws, 
prohibited  every  article  of  our  manufacture  from 
being  admitted  into  her  kingdoms,  bow  can  out 
prohibiting  a  part  of  her  manufactures  from  being 


imported  !n(o  tbe  United  States,  be  considered  as 
a  war  measure'?  This  measure  is  not  intended 
lo  take  effect  immediaielv.  The  first  of  Novem- 
ber next  is  contemplatea ;  which  will  give  full 
time  for  negotiation,  and  for  Great  Briiain  to  re- 
flect on  her  cruel  and  unpro»olted  conduct  (owards 
us — a  conduct  that  has  been  highly  reprobated  in 
England — a  conduct,  that,  when  examined,  has 
but  too  much  tbe  appearance  of  a  delenninalion 
lo  benefit  by  the  plunder  of  our  properly,  witboot 
tbe  authority  of  law,  and  directfy  contrary  to  the 
public  sanction  eiven  to  our  neniral  trade  in  a 
correspondence  held  between  Lord  Hawkesbury 
and  Mr.  King,  in  1801. 

Some  gentlemen,  anxious  lo  defeat  this  meas- 
ure, are  attempting  to  create  a  difference  between 
the  agricultural  and  commercial  interest.  Bueh 
conduct  is  unworthy  of  lhe  statesman.  The  one 
is  absolutely  necessary  to  the  oiher.  I  will  not, 
Mr.  President,  discuss  a  subjectso  self-evident.  I 
will  only  remark,  thai,  should  this  proposition 
prevail,  il  will  be  more  severely  felt  by  the  mer- 
chant than  the  farmer.  The  latter  can  live  within 
his  own  means;  the  merchant  depends  upon  his 
commerce  for  support;  and  on  this  ground,  I  had 
expected  that  the  opposition  would,  and  might, 
with  some  reason,  be  given.  I  believe,  however, 
that  tbe  merchants  of  our  country  will  never  be 
found  less  ready  lo  make  sacrifices  for  the  general 
good,  than  their  fellpw-citizens.  Gentlemen  call 
the  trade  pursued  by  our  merchants  a  carrying 
trade.  This  is  not  correct;  There  is  a  wide  dif- 
ference between  the  carrying  trade  and  our  neu- 
tral commerce.  The  carrying  trade  is,  when  ships 
are  employed  in  carrying,  for  a  freight,  the  prop- 
erty of  others.  In  (bis  (rade  Ihe  Dutch  were  en- 
gaged in  carrying  the  produce  of  the  French  col- 
onies (o  the  mother  country,  in  1756,  on  account 
of  the  French  planter  and  merchant,  in  whicli 
they  were  certainly  sanctioned  by  their  exiatine 
treaty  with  Great  Briiain,  which  fiilly  siipulaled 
their  right  to  be  carriers  in  such  case.  The  Brit- 
ish, however,  seized  their  ships.  The  neutral  trad*^ 
is  that  which  we  pursue,  to  wil :  our  ships  are 
laden,  for  our  own  account,  in  the  French,  Span- 
ish, and  Dutch  colonies,  in  which  no  foreigner 
has  any  concern.  This  is  the  irade  which  we 
claim  as  a  right,  in  time  of  war  as  well  as  peace, 
when  permitted  by  tbe  nations  to  which  sucn  col-. 
ooies  belong.  If  any  of  our  ships  are  found  carry- 
ing the  property  of  the  enemies  of  Great  Britain, 
let  them  be  punished,  we  mean  not  to  defeaa 
them. 

A  firm  friendship  on  the  part  of  the  Uaited 
States,  i(  desirable  with  all  nations — with  nono 
more  ihan  with  Great  Britain.  We  can  be  mu- 
tually useful  to  each  other.  Our  usefulness  to  her 
is  self-evident.  Her  friendship  to  us  would  tend 
greatly  to  oar  happiness  and  peace  as  a  nation, 
and  could  in  no  manner  operate  (o  her  injury.  A 
mutual  good  underitaoding  appears  to  me  so  ne- 
cessary  to  Great  Britain,  inai  no  trifling  eonsid- 
eration  ought  to  induce  her  to  disturb  i(.  Permit 
me  to  inquire  what  are  the  benefits  which  result 
to  that  nation  from  our  commetcel  I  have  before 
me  the  report  of  tbe  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
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c&tcDlated  OH  an  average  of  IhrMj'ears, by  wlii^h 
I  observe  that  the  United  States  imporl  anDUally 
from  all  the  world,  to  the  amotint  or  sevemv-five 
millioDS  of  dollars,  of  which  thirlf-six  millioDs 
SK  imported  from  Great  Britain  aod  her  depeod- 
taeiea ;  IweDty-seven  millions  four  hundred  thou- 
sand dollars  thereof  beins  actually  of  the  articles 
manufactured  in  Great  Britain.  Of  the  serentv- 
five  iDiUiona,  (our  total  import!,)  tweniv-eight 
mtlliana  are  articles  re-exported,  so  that  the  true 
amount  of  importation,  for  our  own  consump- 
tion, can  only  be  estimated  at  forty-seven  milliono. 
Of  this  forty-seven  millions  1  am  convinced,  from 
the  Secretary's  report,  that  at  least  thirty-millions 
are  imported  from  Great  Britain  and  her  depend- 
encies, and  consuroed  by  our  cilizeDn.  The  total 
amount  of  exports  of  the  native  products  of  the 
Dniied  Slates  is  near  forty  millions  of  dollars,  of 
which  twenty  millions  of  dollars  are  exported  to 
Qrcat  Britain  and  her  dominions.  Out  of  this 
sum  not  more  than  fifteen  millions  of  dollars  can 
be  considered  as  a  regular  export  for  the  use  of 
Oreat  Britain  and  her  colonies.  For  instance, 
the  report  of  the  Secretary  states  the  value  of  to- 
bacco exported  to  Great  Britain,  on  the  average 
of  three  years,  at  three  million  two  hundred 
■nd  twenty  thousand  dollars,  when,  I  believe,  it 
will  be  admiliedthal  not  more  than  fourteen  thou- 
nsd  hogsheads  are  estimated  as  her  annual  con- 
mmption.  Ships  laden  with  tobacco,  although 
they   clear  out  for  England,  in  maity  '     -      - 


on  the  continent  for  the  sale  of  their  cargoes.  Pro- 
ridons,  which  can  only  be  admitted  ioio  Great 
Britain  in  times  of  reel  scarcity,  cannot  be  can* 
aidered  as  an  export  to  her  which  may  at  all 
times  be  cBlculaled  upon.  Their  amount  in  the 
Secretary's  report,  is  slated  at  two  millions  one 
hundred  and  sixty  thousand.  On  this  subject  I 
will  make  one  other  observatLon.  It  is  this :  that 
OUT  exports  are  estimated  at  their  present  prices. 
On  a  return  of  peace  those  prices  cannot  he  ex- 
pected, whereas  the  price  of  the  goods  imported 
will  continue  at  least  as  high  as  they  now  are. 
From  this  view  of  the  subject,  and  I  believe  it 
correct,  it  will  appear  that  the  United  Slates  im- 
DOrt  from  Great  Britain  and  her  possessions,  near- 
ly one-half  the  amount  of  her  total  imports,  near 
two-thirds  of  all  thai  we  import  for  our  own  use 
and  consumption,  and  that  Great  Britain  and  her 
dependencies  do  not  consume  of  our  products  more 
than  one-half  of  the  amount  of  what  we  import 
from  her.  By  the  same  report  it  will  be  seen 
that  Qreat  Britain  exports  to  the  United  Stales 
<^  her  manufactures  twenty-seven  millions  four 
bnodred  thousand  dollars,  and  consumes  only  nine 
millions  independent  of  her  colonies;  and  deduct- 
ing, as  before  stated,  for  tobacco  not  used,  and 
provisions  only  admitted  in  times  of  scarcity.  To 
make  up  the  Inilance  which  we  are  thus  indebted 
to  Oral  Britain,  our  merchants  are  compelled 
to  exercise  their  talents  and  ibeii  enterprise  in 
Keking  other  markets;  in  doing  which,  in  a  tair 
and  legal  manner,  and  as  sanctioned  by  Great 
Britain  in  1801,  iheir  ships  have  been  met  by  the 
Britiih  craiien,  carried  into  portaod  condemaed. 


liehi 


ttnder  the  pretext  of  new  principles,  heretofore 
unknown  to  them.  And  yet,  Mr.  President,  with 
ail  their  in<iu'<try  the  balance  of  trade  appears  by 
the  Secretary's  report  to  be  against  the  United 
Stales.  The  Secretary  ha?  assigned  sound  rea- 
sons to  show  how  this  deficiency  stated  by  him, 
of  seven  millions  a^inst  the  United  Slates,  may 
be  accounted  for.  Hemight  have  added,  that  the 
plunder  committed  on  us  by  the  beliigerenis  had 
essentially  contributed  to  create  that  balance.  He 
ht,  with  truth,  have  sard,  that  the  seizure  and 

lawful  condemnation  of  the  ships  and  cargoes 
oi  citizens  of  the  United  Stales  by  the  Powers  at 
war,  had  added  at  least  six  millions  of  dollars,  in 
the  three  years,  towards  creating  thai  heary  ap- 
parent balance  of  trade  against  our  country.  But 
for  those  depredations,  the  balance  would  certain- 
ly have  been  much  less.  But,  Mr.  President,  are 
Iho^e  the  only  advantagas  arising  from  our  trade 
to  Qreat  Britain  1  No,sir;  almostalt  oar  money 
negotiations  go  through  her  merchants.  The 
proceeds  of  a  great  part  of  the  cargoes  shipped 
from  the  United  States  to  other  countries  are  or- 
dered to  Great  Britain,  and  either  go  to  pay  our 
debts  there,  or  are  drawn  from  thence  by  bills  of 
exchange  thus  giving  to  Oreat  Britain  a  great 
source  of  wealth  and  employment.  Mr.  Preii- 
dei^I,  we  are  in  truth  more  useful  to  her  than  if 
we  were  again  her  colonies,  for  she  enjoys  almoat 
alt  the  benefits  resulting  from  our  commerce,  and 
incurs  no  expense  In  our  protection.  From  Cock's 
statement,  it  appears  that  America  imports  from 
Great  Britain  one-quarter  of  the  manufactures 
which  she  exports.  For  all  these  advantages,  Mr. 
President,  and  surely  they  are  iiiiportant,  what 
reiurn  do  we  receive  1  We  ought  to  expect  thai 
which  would  be  favorable.  We  receive  the  re- 
verse. How  Qreirt  Britain  conducts  herself  to- 
wards us  shall  be  a  part  of  my  present  inquiry. 

Pending  the  last  war  between  Oreat  Britain 
and  France,  the  latter  ordered  her  cruisers  to 
seiieall  goods,  the  manufactures  ef  Great  Britain, 
found  on  hoard  the  ships  of  neutrals.  Great  Bri- 
tain made  this  a  pretext  for  levying  a  convoy 
duty  of  one  half  per  cent,  on  goods  exported  from 
Great  Britain  to  the  nations  of  Europe,  and  one 
per  cent,  on  similar  goods  when  exported  to  the 
United  Stales.  We  asked  not  their  convoy,  and 
seldom  accepted  ii.  If  convoys  howe yet  were 
given  and  accepted,  there  was  some  reason  why 
we  should  pay  double  as  moch  as  was  paid  by  the 
Eoropeans,  because  the  voyage  was  twice  as  long. 
We  had  every  reason  to  expect  that  we  should  b« 
relieved  from  this  imposition  on  a  peace.  We 
were  disappointed.  In  1802,  the  year  of  peace,  it 
was  changed  by  act  of  Parliament  from  a  convoy 
duty,  to  a  duty  of  exports,  and  thus  was  imposed 
upon  OS  withont  any  assignable  reason  double  the 
duty  payable  by  any  otbernetion.  Great  Britain, 
fincKng  that  we  lamely  submitted  to  this  injury, 
did  in  1803,  by  an  act  of  Parliament,  levy  a  new 
duty  on  exports,  in  which  she  imposed  on  hei 
goods  exported  to  Europe  a  duty  of  one  per  cent., 
and  on  goods  exported  to  the  United  States  thtet 
pep  cent.  By  the  first  act  we  are  charged  doable 
the  duly  paid  by  other  nations,  and  by  iha  Kcood 
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w«  ate  compelled  to  pay  three  limes  (he  amount 
of  duly  paid  by  oihet  Powers.  It  appeara,  by  the 
report  of  the  Secretary  of  State  now  before  me, 
thia  laz  raised  a  reveane  from  the  United  Slates 
of  $532,727.  I  had  slated  on  a  former  occasion 
ibal  it  amounted  to  a  much  greater  sum ;  but  I 
had  calculated  that  the  duty  bad  been  chaiged  on 
erery  article  exported.  The  Secretary':)  report 
saya,  it  is  not,  and  yet  I  io  believe  ibal  our  mer- 
chants pay  00  the  amouDt  of  their  invoice^  On 
this  subject  I  may  be  mistaken,  and  therefore  take 
(he  Secretary's  repoilfor  my  ^ide.  It  may  heie 
be  proper  to  remark  that  Ireland  remonstrated 
Bgauast  this  export  duty,  and  it  was  immediately 
taken  off  her  linen.  Jreiandwill  complain  loudly 
if  you  pass  this  resolution,  and  she  wUI  be  heard. 

On  whom,  Mr.  President,  does  this  half  million 
faUl  Not  on  the  mercbaat.  No,  sir;  he  puts  it 
on  the  goods  and  adds  a  leasonable  profit  thereto. 
The  people  of  the  United  States  are  ihtts  taxed  ta 
an  amount  that  would  have  caused  a  revolt,  had 
Great  Britain  imposed  it  when  we  were  Colonies. 

Independent — we  fold  our  arms  and  lamely 
■ttbatii.  Had  no  new  grierances  occurred,  1  Jn- 
leoded  lo  have  proposed,  ai  this  session,  the  very 
Bieasure  bow  before  the  Senate,  and  therefore 
did  call  at  the  lasl  session  for  the  reports  of  the 
Beoretaries  of  State  and  Treasury,  which  I  hare 
Mferred  to.  TJiis  uawarraniable  conduct  1  had 
aOMidered  of  itself  sufficient  to  induce  arecrimi- 
Baiion,  similar  to  the  resolution  now  under  cou- 
sideration.  But  to  this.  Great  Britain  has  added 
other  and  more  serious  injuries,  such  as  yre  have 
declared  in  our  firs t'resolut ion  to  be  a  "violation 
of  our  neutral  righla  and  an  encroachment  on  out 
■ational  independence,"  She  has  assumed  the 
principle  that  neutrals  hava  no  light  to  a  uade 
with  hier  enemies  in  times  of  war,  not  permitted 
to  them  in  limes  of  peace.  The  Senate  have 
vaanimously  declared  that  this  principle  is  unjust 
ud  contrary  to  the  law  of  nations.  I  have  there- 
fore no  occasion  lo  go  into  the  consideration  of 
tbia  BOTel  doctrine ;  it  may  however  be  proper  to 
8tai«  some  facta.  In  1801,  a  decision  was  had  in 
an  inferior  court,  bottomed  on  this  doctrine ;  an 
appeal  to  the  superior  court  breugbc  the  case  to 
the  knowledge  of  out  Minister,  Mr.  King;  he  im- 
mediaiel^  remonstrated  against  it,  and  after  dis- 
eUMion,  It  was  admitied  that  it  was  not  lawful  (o 
carry  the  dootrine  to  the  extent  claimed.  Such 
was  the  written  opinion  of  the  Attorney  General 
of  Great  Britain.  In  that  opinion  it  was  em- 
^aiically  etaie d  thai  neutrals  were  authorized  to 
trade  freely  from  their  own  couoiry  to  a  bellig- 
ueni's  colony,  (although  such  trade  nas  not  per- 
mitted in  time  of  peace.)  and  from  such  colony 
bac^  lo  such  neutral  country,  where  ohe- goods 
tBKsi  be  landed  and  the  duties  paid,  or  secured  to 
be  paid,  agieevbly  to  law ;  that  this  act  neutralized 
tbe  property,  and  the  goods  might  be  re-shipped 
VB  the  same  yeasel  in  wtiich  they  were  imported, 
or  in  any  other  ship,  to  any  country.  This  opiit- 
iaa  of  the  Aicomey  General  was  considered  by 
lb<  Bxerchants  of  the  United  Stales  as  if  it  bad 
bwn  th*  act  of  a  convenlion  between  the  two 
It  wu  ibeir  polar  siar,  by  which  Ihey 


conducted  ibeir  commerce  and  regulated  ibeir 
conduct. 
A  year  of  peace,  1802,  ensued.    On  iberecom- 
encement  of  hostilities  in  1803,  orders  were  i»> 
led  to  the  eommanders  of  the  British  ships  of 
ar,  varying  from  those  under  which  tbey  had 
acted  in  1601,  unknown  to  our  merchants — per- 
haps not  understood  by  tbe  officers  to  whom  tney 
were  directed — and  not  put  in  execution  for  two 
years — which  authorized  the  capture  of  our  vei- 
sels,  although  Irsding  in  exaci  conformity  with 
the  opinion  of  the  British  Attorney  General,  de- 
livered in  1601,  and  under  the  sanction  whereof, 
ps  were,  as  was  conceived,  navigaiing  the 
perfect  security.    What  shall  we  call  aucb 
conduct?    May  we  not  say  that  it  was  coikduct 
wholly  unwoilny  of  a  great  and  powerful  nation? 
Is  it  such  conduct  as  can  be  approved  by  a  people 
so  just  as  the  people  of  Great  Britain  1    No  sir  1 
It  has  been  reprobated  in  England  in  lerma  to 
strong,  anit  language  so  just  and  proper,  that  it 

Crobably  alarmed  the  Government.  Tbe  book  I 
old  in  my  hand,  called  "  War  in  Disguise,"  was 
Published  immedialely— a  book,  Mr.  President, 
minenily  calculated  to  seduce  and  deceive  ibe 
good  people  of  England — a  book  written  in  a  style 
so  seductive,  thai  you  ue  hurried  along,  and  bav« 
scarcely  ^me  lo  examine  or  detect  the  misstata- 
ments  it  tonlains.  It  addresses  itself  (o  theprvju- 
dices  and  feelings  of  ihe  English  nalion,  and  OMf 
have  h^d  its  e&cl  there.  Nay,  even  here  I  find 
some  gentlemen  have  taken  foriruiha,  assumed 
facts,  and  have  attended,  perhaps  too  much,  with- 
out examining  ibe  facts,  to  the  reasoning  adduced 
therefrom.  And  yet,  Mr.  President,  tbe  American 
reader  has  full  warning,  for,  in  the  thirty- seventh 
page,  we  are  gravely  told,  that,  the  "  frugal  citi- 
-  zens  of  Aiherica  make  molasses,  for  the  looR 
'  part,  their  substitute  for  sugar,  and  have  learned, 
■  from  habit,  to  prefer  it  lo  the  more  costly  Bri»- 
cle."  A  story  so  palpably  false  and  foolish,  ouf  ht 
o  induce  tbe  reader  (o  be  cautious  of  placing 
nuch  confidence  in  other  assertions  of  the  writer, 
especially  where  tho»e  assertions  are  calculated  to 
iaiure  the  interest  and  honor  of  our  country. 
The  writer  appears  to  have  tielieved  that  ourrer- 
enue  laws,  ana  those  of  Great  Britain,  were  sim- 
ilar i  and  ne  has  drawn  his  arguments,  of  course, 
from  false  premises.  Jn  page  fifiy-nine,  be  says; 
"  On  tbe  arrival  of  a  cargo  destined  for  expoita- 
'  lion,  they  were  allowed  to  land  the  goods,  ami 
'  even  put  them  in  private  warehouses,  without 
'  paying  any  part  of  tbe  duiies,^aad  wiiboui  any 
'  I'ariber  trouble  than  that  of  giving  a  bond,  with 
'  condition,  thai,  if  the  goods  should  not  be  re-ex- 
'  ported,  the  duties  ahoutd  be  paid."  Now,  sir, 
everybody  knows  this  to  be  misstated.  In  Eng- 
land ibe  merchant  can  enter  bis  goods  for  ezport- 
alioD,  and  land  the  same;  in  Ihe  United  Suiea 
he  cannot,    if  landed  at  all,  they  i 


i  the  I 
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importations  are  conducted.  There 
are  not  two  modes  of  entering  goods  that  ate  to 
be  landed  in  tbe  United  Slates. 

In  page  sizty-ont^  Ibe  writer  in  tbe  caae  of  tbe 
Basex,  Orne,aays:  "la  tbiacMCwaa  fouD4  an 
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'  affidavit  of  the  owner  stilting  ibai  the  goods  had 
'  been  laden  on  board  from  stores  in  Salem,  and 
*  thai  the  dulies  were  paid,  or  secured,  according 
'  to  law.  Yel  it  afterwards  appeared,  oa  his  own 
'  admUiiou,  that  he  had  onlygicen  the  usual  bond 
'  on  the  entry  of  tbe  cargo  from  Barcelona,  which, 
'W«  hare«eeD,isa  security -to  re-eiport,  rather 
'  than  to  pay  duties  on  the  cargo,  and  which  had 
'  accordinely  been  cancelled  on  the  re-exporla- 
'  lion,"  No  sir !  we  have  seen  no  such  thing.  No 
snch  bond  could  be  taken  under  our  laws.  No  sucb 
bond,  I  will  venture  to  assert,  has  ever  been  lakeo, 
and  this  the  writer  might  have  known,  for  a  cer- 
tified extract  of  our  law,  on  that  particular  case, 
of  our  practice  under  the  law,  was  sent  from  the 
Department  of  Slate  to  Great  Britain,  lo  meet 
litis  very  ca^e.  Id  page  s)zty-iwo,  be  proceeds 
with  tbe  same  error,  tnus:  "When  it  was  found 
'  that  the  duties  had  been  secured,  not  in  a  way 
'  applicahte  to  goods  meant  to  be  sold  in  America, 
'  but  in  a  mode  devised  forlbe  special  conveni- 
'  ence  of  importers  intending  re-ex  port  at  ton,  ihe 
'suspicion  laal  tbe  ctaimant  arigiaaliy  meant  to 
'  continue  tbe  voyage,  as  be  eventually  did,  was 
'obviously  strengtbtned,  if  not  absolutely  con- 
'  firmed."  It  is  not  true,  Mr,  President,  iliat  any 
new  mode  had  been  devised  for  the  special  con- 
venience of  imporieis  intending  a  re-exportation. 
The  mode  practised  now,  is  iHe  same  tbal  has 
been  invariably  practised  in  tbe  custom -bouses. 
1  never  have  known  any  other.  I  will  state  the 
practice,  under  tbe  laws,  for  the  infortnalion  of 
gentlemen  who  may  oot  have  turned  their  aiten- 
tion  to  the  subject :  Oa  tbe  arrival  of  a  vessel  in 
any  of  the  ports  of  the  United  States,  Ihe  master 
preseula  himself  at  tbe  custom-house,  and  delir- 
tia  (o  the  collector  a  manifest  of  the  cargo.  In 
that  manifest,  if  the  cargo  is  intended  for  re-ex- 
portation, it  ii  so  declared ;  in  which  case,  an  in- 
orecior  remains  on  board  such  vessel  until  she 
departs  ;  no  part  of  the  cargo,  so  declared  for  ex- 
portation, can  be  landed  ;  no  bond  for  dnties  is 
taken,  nor  any  oiber  bond,  except  one  conditioned 
thai  no  part  of  stich  cargo  shall  be  landed  within 
the  United  States.  Few  vessels  make  use,  fin 
timesof  war,)  of  ibis  privilege,  except  tho«e  which 
come  from  a  neuiralcounlry,  or  from  tbe  posses- 
sions of  Great  Britain.  Those  meichanis  who 
areacqaainied  with  tha  British  system,  and  whose 
vessels  arrive  in  our  porta  from  ibe  country  of  an 
enemy  of  Great  Britain,  always  discharse  their 
cargoes ;  secure,  or  pay  tbe  duly,  and  sell,  or  re- 
sbip  the  same, agreeably  to  our  laws.  Their  own 
bterest  compels  ibem  to  k;  for,  if  they  do  not 
discharge  such  cargoes,  they  caanot  procure  in- 
surance under  three,  four,  or  five  times  the  usual 
premium.  Of  course,  no  man  would  beso  devoid 
of  common  sense  as  to  pay  thousands  of  dollars 
for  iDsurance,  when  tbe  same  number  of  hun- 
dreds would  pay  all  expenses  of  landing,  and  the 
transit  duly  of  three  and  a  half  per  cent,  on  the 
amodntof  duly  to  the  United  Slates.  It  is,  there- 
fore, idle  to  suppose,  (as  charged  by  this  writer, 
and  as  believed  by  the  ignorant.)  that  any  eva- 
sions in  ibis  way  would  he  attempted.  The  mer- 
chant understands  bis  interest  loo  well  to  commit 


sucb  an  act  of  fplly.  I  tbink  it,  bowevcr,  not  im- 
probable that  a  few  vessels  that  had  sailed  in  the 
year  of  peace,  1602,  and  returned  in  1S03,  might 
have  proceeiled  to  Europe  wilboul  landing  tbeur 
cargoes.  But,  Mr.  President,  when  a  cargo  ar- 
rives which  is  intended  for  sale,  or  to  be  landed 
for  any  other  purpose,  ibere  is  but  ooe  mode  of 
acting.  The  owner  enters  his  goods  at  the  cus- 
tom-house, and  gives  bond  with  sufficient  security, 
or  pays  the  duties  agreeably  lo  law,  and  puts  ihe 
goods  into  bis  own  stores.  If  he  sells  them  to  & 
person  who  means  to  export,  or  intends  to  export 
them  himself,  a  declarattoD  thereof  is  madeal  tite 
custom-bouse,  and  tbe  goods  are  shipped  usder 
tbe  inspection  of  tbe  proper  officers.  When  am 
board,  the  owner  and  master  give  bond  ibai  sacfa 
goods  shall  not  be  relanded  within  the  United 
States,  which  bond  is  cancelled  on  certificaiM 
being  produced  from  our  consul,  at  the  port  of 
delivery,  that  such  cargo  has  been  landed  in  such 
port.  Debenluresfor  drawback  of  duties  on  good* 
so  exported  are  granted  by  the  collector,  made  pay- 
able on  the  same  days  on  which  tbe  bonds  given 
for  the  duly  inward  sfjall  become  due.  wbicli  de- 
ben  tures  are  transferable,  but  are  not  payable  until 
tbe  bonds  on  wbich  they  are  issued  shall  be  paid. 
This  has  been  out  uniform  law  and  practice,  and 
not  made,  for  a  oonvenieDce,  to  answer  presaot 
purposes.  The  writer  of  "War  in  Disguise,"  a< 
already  observed,  has  taken  bis  premises  from 
English  law,  and  not  from  our  laws j  he  has,  there- 
fore, reasoned  on  false  premises,  has  probably  de- 
ceived himself,  and  certainly  has  deceived  othera. 
The  book,  Mr.  President,  is  filled  with  misstate- 
ments of  our  laws  and  practises  under  them  ;  but 
I  cannot  presume  on  the  patience  of  the  Seuta 
to  take  up  their  lime  in  delecting  every  error. 
Tbe  writer  has  assumed  for  fact,  that  there  must 
be  a  great  deal  of  Dutch,  French,  and  Spaniah 
property  collusively  covered  by  the  Ameriooji 
merchantaj  for  be  says:  "  Where  can  Amwioft 
'  have  found  a  capital,  or  credit,  adequate  to  the 
*  vast  magnitude  of  her  present  investments?  By 
'  what  means  could  these  new  merchants  of  the 
'  United  Stales  be  able  Lo  purchase  all  the  costly 
'  exports  of  the  Spanish  colonies  1"  Aa^  dec.  Nay, 
Mr.  President,  I  have  heard  agentleman  in  anoihr 
er  body  triurapbantly  ask;  '"Where  have  these 
merchants  found  capital  to  carry  on  the  trade  of 
tbe  worldl"  Mr.  President,  a  stranger  travailing 
in  South  Carolina  and  Georgia,  might  with  equM 
propriety  ask:  "  Whence  has  arisen  the  irnmenB* 
wealth  1  now  see  7"  But  a  few  years  t«st,  and 
vour  planters  were  not  more  rich  ibanlbeiroeigl^ 
oors.  Now  .they  abound  in  wealth.  The  anawet 
would  be  easy.  We  have  adopted  a  new  arliels 
of  agriculture^  our  climoleand  soil  is  found  proper 
for  cotton;  we  cultivate  that  valuable  article,  aod 
it  has  yielded  great  profit.  Tbe  merchant  has  his 
answer  as  rvady,  to  wit:  There  has  been  a  war  of 
more  than  twelve  years  in  Europe ;  our  eoUBtry 
has  been  naitraL,  which  has  given  us  new  seas  ta 
navigate,  and  new  sources  of  commerce  to  pur- 
sue. We  have  pursued  them  with  efiect,  and  01 
capital  has  kept  pace  with  our  view*,  thus  er- 
teoded  by  our  peculiarly  fotluaieNttiation.    Bu^ 
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sir,  how  is  our  commerce  carried  on  ?  Whence 
our  means  1  It  is  con  due  led,  Mr.  President,  with 
few  eiceplicins.  nol  more  iIihq  b  drop  in  the  ocean. 
by  American  citizens,  for  their  nccount  only,  and 
not  on  accODQl  of  foreigners.  !n  addition  to  tlie 
capital  of  (he  merchants,  there  is  a  bank  capital 
in  the  United  Slates  of  at  least  fiflv  milHotis  of 
dollars,  very  lilile  of  which  is  owned  hy  (he  active 
and  enterprising'  merchants,  from  which  they  de- 
rive great  adrantages.  But,  sir,  this  trade  to  the 
Spanish  and  French  colonies  in  the  West  Indies, 
and  o[i  the  Main,  is  carried  on  with  very  little 
American  capital.  The  German  merchanis  ex- 
port to  the  United  States  anoually,  tothe  atnouut 
of  seven  millions,  in  eoods  peculiarly  adapted  to 
the  trade  and  taste  oT  the  colonies  of  Spatn  ami 
France.  Those  goods  are  generally  sold  a(  six 
months'  and  at  eight  monllis'  credit.  Cargoes 
proper  for  those  markets  are  made  up  principally 
of  such  goods,  assorted  with  large  quantities  of 
Britiah  manufactures,  purchased  at  a  similar  cred- 
it; some  claret,  Sour,  and  salted  provisions.  The 
leiums  for  such  cargoes  are  made  in  sugar  and 
coffee,  wbii  ' 
three,  four, 

to  meet  the  payment  of  the  goods  purchased  on  a 
credit.  It  will  be  seen,  Mr.  President,  by  this  view, 
and  it  is  correct,  that  (he  West  India  trade  may  he, 
and  in  most  cases  actually  is,  carried  on,  with 
very  little  of  the  active  capital  of  our  merchants. 
The  trade  to  the  Isle  of  France  is  carried  on  also, 
in  part,  by  a  credit  obtained  on  Enolish  goods, 
vbieh  are  fonnd  to  have  answered  niat  market. 
I  have  known  one  cargo  go  to  that  island,  of  Brit- 
ish manufactures,  which  co-t  ia  London  £10,000, 
and  which  was  sold  immediately,  Cargoes  of 
such  goods,  assorted  with  flour,  salted  provisions, 
French  wines,  and  some  specie,  enable  your  mer- 
chants to  bring  back. cargoes  ol  coffee  in  time  to 
meet  the  payment  of  ^ods  bought  on  credit,  and 
therefore  does  nol  requtre  all  the  capital  that  mi^ht 
be  supposed  by  those  who  are  unacquainted  with 
the  commerce.  The  trade  to  Batavia  is  carried 
on  with  British  eoods,  to  a  considerable  amount, 
obtained  also  on  long  credit ;  flour,  wines,  opium, 
bai^irop,  coal,  and  dollars.  This  trade,  which 
has  been  considerable,  does  require  active  capital, 
which  (hose  merchants  employed  in  it  are  well 
known  to  be  sufflcleolly  weallby  to  supply.  1  do 
not  believe  that  one  dollar  of  Dutch,  Spanish,  or 
French  capital  is  employed  therein.  Our  com- 
merce to  Mocha,  Muscat,  China,  and  other  native 
countries  in  the  East,  requires  capital.  But,  Mr. 
President,  to  what  does  this  trade  amount,  for  the 
conducting  of  which,  it  is  asserted  at  borne  and 
abroad,  the  American  merchants  cannot  dnd  cap- 
itall  Wby,sir,oiilytweDiy-eight  millioosof  dol- 
lars! Letgentleraenjudgeforthemselves.  Ipray 
them  to  look  at  the  Treasury  report.  It  will  b« 
(here  seen  that  our  exports  to  all  parts  of  the 
vorld  is  sixty.eight  millions;  of  which  amount, 
twenty-eight  millioos  only  are  articles  of  foreign 
produce  and  manufacture.  It  is  then  twenty- 
eight  mill  fons  of  commerce  beyond  our  own  pro- 
duce and  coDsnmpiion,  that  we  are  asked,  "  Where 
detheaeraerchantafindcapital  tocarryon?"  Qra- 


God  !  Mr.  President,  where  can  that  man 
lived  in  America  who  would  ask  such  a 
question?  Let  gentlemen  look  at  the  report  of 
the  tonnage  of  the  United  Stales  now  laid  on 
our  table;  ihev  will  find  <with  a  small  addition 
ir  unregistered  vesscb.  not  incltided.)  that  the 
iiizens  of  the  United  States  own  1,300,000  tons 
of  shipping.  Allow  each  ton  to  be  woril>  fifty 
'  "  rs,  (and  this  is  less  I  ha  ti  the  value,)  and  the 
Is  of  the  United  States  may  be  estimated  at 
sixty  millions  of  dollars.  Admit  that  each  owner 
has  only  capital  equal  to  the  value  of  his  ship. 
(and  surely  no  person  will  deny  us  this,)  ana 
there  would  be  aciive  capital  in  the  bands  of  the 
American  ship-owners  alone,  nearly  equal  to  the 
whole  amount  of  the  annual  export  trade  of  the 
United  States,  without  the  aid  of  tbe  fifty  mil- 
lions of  bank  capital,  or  the  other  facilities  that  I 
hare  mentioned.  The  truth  is,  Mr.  President, 
that  where  there  is  collusive  trade,  it  will  be  found 
ably  to  be  for  the  acconnt  of  British 
subjects,  and  not  for  the  account  of  their  enemies ; 
but  unimportant  in  either  case — the  amount  not 
worth  mentiooing.  The  charge  of  Americans 
covering  of  property  is  a  mere  pretext,  made  by 
tbe  British,  for  condemning  our  vessels.  From 
'  ■      '        '  ■    viil  be  seen  that 


lieve  to  the  amount  of  foor  millions — and  they 
receive  inpayment  coffee  and  sugar;  that  in  the 
transportation  thereof  to  Europe,  to  raise  tbe 
means  to  pay  for  those  very  goods,  she  authorizes 
the  seizure  thereof  by  her  cruisers,  and  thus  plan- 
ders  our  merchants  whilst  in  a  trade  declarea  fair 
and  lawful  by  her  own  Government  in  1801. 

Suppose,  Mr.  President,  that  we  should  submit 
to  ibis  new  principle  of  Oreal  Britain,  will  not 
France  assume  the  name  1  It  must  certainly  be 
expected.  Great  Britain  does  not,  in  times  of 
peace,  permit  American  vessels  to  trade  to  her 
West  India  islands.  France  may  say,  as  Britaio 
does:  "Nor  will  I  permit  it  in  time  of  war!" 
What  would  be  the  consequencef  We  should 
be  prevented  from  supplying  the  British  islands 
with  our  produce  to  the  annual  amount  of  six 
niillions  of  dollars.  Great  Britain  would  lose  tbe 
sale  of  their  rum  to  us,  to  the  amount  of  $2,440,000, 
and  her  colonies  would  suffer  greatly  for  the  want 
of  a  regular  and  cheap  supply,  lam  confident, 
sir,  that  Great  Britain  would  suffer  more,  were 
both  nations  to  enforce  this  new  principle,  than 
France.  The  latter  has  but  two  small  islands  to 
supply;  England  has  all  her  own  vast  posses- 
sions, and  all  the  important  Dutch  colonies,  which 
they  would  have  to  provide  for,  if  our  cheap  and 
easy  manner  of  supplying  them  was  prevented. 

But,  sir,  it  is  asked,  what  advantage  is  this  nea- 
tral  trade  to  the  nation  ?  It  gives,  Mr.  President. 
employment  to  an  immmse  number  of  vessels,  it 
employs  a  large  capital,  it  gives  wealth,  (of  course, 
strength.)  to  the  nation,  and  it  gives  ^50,000  of 
a  net  revenue  to  the  Treasury,  as  staled  by  the 
Secretary — being  the  only  part  of  our  revenue 
system  which  is  not  paid  by  the  people  of  the 
United  States.    They  pay  no  part  thereof.    For 
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mfsdf,  I 'sra  convinced  that  the  neutral  trade  of 
the  United  States  pays  one  end  a  half  millions  in- 
to the  Treasury,  and  this,  I  verily  believe,  will  be 
proTcd  by  ihe  difference  of  revenue  on  the  return 
of  peace,  when  other  nations  can  trade  as  well  as 
vecan. 

1  liave,  Mr.  President,  thus  taken  a  short  view 
or  Ihe  injuries  offered  to  the  United  Stales  in  the 
nnjuai  seizure  of  their  property  by  order  of  the 
GoreToment  of  Great  Britain,  and  in  the  imposi- 
tion of  hiEber  duties  on  goods  exported  try  her  to 
the  UnitM  States  than  those  imposed  on  similar 
goods  exported  to  other  nations.  I  have  not  taken 
notice  of^the  outrageous  rnsulis  Bommitled  by  the 
officers  of  that  Government  on  our  national  inde- 
pendence, by  the  impressinfr  of  our  seamen  into 
their  navy,  because  tbat  subject  has  already  been 
ablf  discui'sed  in  (he  Senate  during  the  present 
session.  I  cannot,  however,  forbear  to  observe, 
that  eveniheauihorof"  War  in  Disguise,"  (writ- 
ten, as  it  is  believed,  under  the  eye  of  (be  British 
Hiniiiler,)  is  compelled  again  to  have  recourse  to 
British  law  to  palliate  this  violent  ag^teuion  on 
the  liberty  of  our  ciiizeni,  which  he  imposes  on 
the  Enslisb  for  the  law  of  the  United  States. 
Every  American  will  detect  theerror.  Speaking  of 
British  seamen  in  American  employ,  he  says  "but 
'  when  and  how  have  these  sailors  become  Ameii- 
'  caijsl  By  engaging  in  her  service  during  the 
'  last  and  present  war,  and  sometimes  by  obtaining 
*  that  formal  naturalization,  which  is  gratuitously 
'  given,  after  they  have  sailed  two  years  from  an 
'American  port."  A,  miastaiement  so  gross,  so 
devoid  of  fact,  could  deceive  no  American;  it 
might  an  English  reader;  for  "a  foreign  sailor 
'  ^rving  two  years  on  b^rd  a  British  ship  of  war, 
'becotnes  from  that  service  a  denizen  of  Great 
'  Britain."  Not  so  in  the  United  States  ;  a  for- 
eign sailor  can  become  a  citizen  of  the  United 
Slates  in  no  other  way  than  any  otber  alien  can. 
The  trouble  and  difficulty  of  obtaining  the  rights 
of  citizenship  is  such,  that  I  verily  believe  there 
never  has  been  ten  foreign  sailors  naturalized 
within  the  United  States.  I  do  not  mean  to  in- 
clude herein  such  foreigners  as  have  become  offi- 
cers iu  our  merchant  or  naval  service. 

But  why,  it  may  be  asked,  does  Great  Britain 
pursue  a  system  apparently  so  injurious  to  her 
true  interest,  and  so  hostile  to  ours?  The  an- 
swer may  be  found,  Mr.  President,  in  the  same 
book,  page  71.  "  They  (Americans)  supplant  or 
'  rival  the  British  merchaul  throughout  Ine  conti- 
'  nent  of  Europe,  and  in  all  the  markets  of  the 
'  Meditetranenn ;  they  sopplant  even  Ihe  manu- 
'laclures  of  Manchester,  Birmingham,  and  York- 
'shire;  for  the  looms  and  forges  of  Germany  i 
'  rivalling  us  by  the  ample  supplies  by  the  neut 
'  (meaning  American)  flag  to  every  parlof  the  Ni 
'  World."  Here,  Mr.  President,  is  shown  the  true 
eattse  of  our  ^otving  prosperity.  Great  Br 
looks  with  a  jealous,  envious  eye  at  our  increased 
and  increasing  commerce;  at  the  immense  coo 
mercial  tonnage  of  the  United  Stales.  It  is  sec 
Ibai  we  have  capital  equal  to  our  trade,  and  ih: 
we  have  superior  enterprise,  and  intelligence  m 
inferior  to  their  merchants.    Yea,  sir,  we  do  sup- 


plant (not  rival)  the  British  merchant  every- 
wherewhere  we  can  can  meet  him  on  equal  terms. 
I.  sir,  we  have  set'  the  looms  of  Germany  to 
■li.  and  with  their  labor  do  we  supply  the  New 
World.  FasH  this  resolution,  Mr.  PresideDl,  and 
the  looms  of  Germany  will  be  continued  in  motion 
after  a  peace.  Let  the  Irish  nation  consider  the 
effect.  Let  the  manufacturers  of  Great  Britain 
look  well  to  the  consequence  of  our  once  being 
diverted  from  the  consumption  of  their  goods. 
We  may  never  again  return.  Let  the  West  India 
planter  look  to  our  consumption  of  his  rum  to  the 
amount,  annually,  of  82,mOO0,  and  let  him  re- 
collect that  French  brandy  will  answer  every 
purpose. 

Already,  Mr.  President,  I  am  sensible  thai  I 
have  taken  up  loo  much  of  ihe  time  of  the  Sen- 
The  inipQrlaoce  of  the  subject,  will.  I  hope, 
luce  gentlemen  to  continue  their  further  atten- 
n,  whilst  I  shall  proceed  to  consider  the  oper- 
on  of  the  resolution  on  our  nation  as  well  as 
Great  Britain.    1  am  free  to  confess  that  this 
resolution  does  not  go  the  length  I  was  prepared 
to  ^o)  however,  I  have  been  induced,  by  the  rea- 
soning of  gentlemen,  to  confine  the  prohibition  to 
such  goods  as  could  he  obtained  in  other  coun- 
tries, or  in  our  own,  on  terms  nearly  aa  cheap  as 
those  we  now  get  them  at  from  Great  Britain. 
The  argument  used,  that  we  ought  to  adopt  do 
system  Ihal  we  could  not,  without  injury  to  our- 
selves^ perpetually  maintain,  had  its  inffiience  on 
my  mind,  and  probably  will  have  a  proper  effect 
on  Graal  Britain.    It  ought  to  have,  for  she  well 
knows  the  diSeolly  of  drawing  back  a  commerce 
after  it  has  taken  another  course. 

The  first  article  in  the  resolution  now  under 
consideration,  and  the  importation  whereof  from 
Great  Britain  ia  proposed  to  be  prohibited,  is 

Woollens — On  this  article  I  shall  make  no  other 
remark  than  that  fine  cloths  can  be  procured  in 
France  ai  cheap  as  ihey  can  now  be  purchased 
in  London,  Perhaps  gentlemen  may  not  be  wil- 
ling to  prohibit  the  importation  of  coarse  wool- 
lens; if  they  should  not,  I  will  not  oppose  their 
wishes;  the  quantity  required  of  coarse  woollens 
could  not  easily,  1  believe,  be  procured  on  the 
continent.  In  many  of  the  States  the  wants  of 
the  people  would  be  supplied  by  their  own  in- 

Lioens — This  important  article  can  be  procured 
in  Germany  as  cbeap  as  in  Ireland.  The  British 
Government,  it  is  true,  give  aid  to  that  manufac- 
ture by  a  bounty  on  export  of  one  penny  hBlf|>en- 
ny  sterling  for  every  yard  under  the  cost  of  eigh- 
teen peace<  aterliog,  which  make  them  come  on 
terms  something  better  to  the  consumer,  but  not 
much.  It  is  our  taste,  it  is  the  babil  we  have  been 
in,  of  wearing  Irish  linens,  that  induces  a  prefer- 
ence. Other  nations  prefer  German  linens.  So 
shall  we,  when,  by  this  resolution,  we  are  com- 
pelled to  make  use  of  them.  A  short  time  to 
make  the  trial,  and  our  taste  may  induce  a  con- 
tinuance even  after  juat  arrangements  shall  be 
made  with  Great  Britain.  Alreadv  a  preference 
is  given  to  German  Sue  linens  by  inose  who  weat 
them.    No  oAer  nation  except  the  British  and 
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Americao,  purchase  Irish  lioeos ;  all  others  prefer 
the  Qerroan  aad  French  linent.  If-you  pass  this 
renolutioD,  her  best  cusloroer  U  lost  to  Ireland, 
perhaps  forerer.  I  pray  Keoiletnen  lo  recollect 
what  1  hare  already  stateii  to  wit :  That  Irelaod. 
sensible  tbat  ibe  four  per  cent,  export  duty  laid  on 
British  ^oods  to  the  United  States,  would  be  high- 
ly injurious  to  ber,  reraonstfaicd  ogaiost  it  as  de- 
stroctive  of  their  in teresi,  as  an  inducement  which 
ihey  feared,  and  with  justice,  would  direrl  the 
Americans  rrom  the  use  of-their  linens.  What  was 
the  consequence  1  An  immediate  repeal  of  thai 
duty,  so  far  as  it  related  to  linens.  Will  their  re- 
monstrance be  U«s  strong  when  they  find  we  bave 
prohibited  their  iniporcation  altogether?  Will 
they  be  less  heard  or  attended  to  1  Yes,  sir,  they 
will  be  beard,  especially  when  they  can  say  that 
ibis  evil  is  brought  on  them  by  an  act  of  injus- 
tice on  the  pan  of  the  British  GoTernment  to- 
wards us ;  and  they  will  ably  contribute  their  aid  to 
obtain  for  us  justice,  agreeably  to  the  well  known 
laws  of  nations. 

Rum — This  expensive  and  destructive  article 
is  consumed  by  toe  English  and  the  citizens  of 
the  United  States  only.  If  the  West  India  pkn- 
lera  lose  our  custom,  they  cannot  find  purchasers 
dsewhere.  We  consume  of  that  article,  annually, 
to  the  amount  of  ^,44i,tm.  This  enables  the 
planter  to  pay  for  bis  provisions  for  his  family 
and  bis  slaves.  Cut  off  this  fund  from  him,  and 
he  will  severely  feel  (he  loss.  I  consider  this  ar- 
ticle among  the  most  important  ptoposed ;  it  will 
cause  that  valuable  class  of  people,  the  BriiiRh 
GolonbtB,  to  inquire  into  the  cau9e  |  they  will  find 
that  we  have  been  cruelly  oppressed,  our  prop- 
erty unjustly  seized,  and  they  will  join  their  com- 
^ints  to  those  of  Ireland ;  they  must  be  heard  ; 
yes,  Mr.  President,  ihey  will  be  heard,  when 
they  tell  the  Minister  that  French  brandy  will 
soon  supply  the  place  of  their  rum  ;  that  when 
the  Americans  have  once  taken  a  taste  for  French 
twnndy,  they  never  may,  and  probably  nf 
return  to  the  use  of  their  rum.  Bui^  it  is  said,  that 
onr  revenue  will  suffer  )iy  prohibiting  the  import- 
ation of  this  article.  Not  one  dollar,  Mr.  Presi. 
dent.  The  law  will  not  take  effect  until  Novem. 
ber,  and  the  revenue  could  not  thereby  be  affected 
until  May,  1S07,  when  the  last  bonds  for  duties 
thereon  would  become  due,  before  which  lime 
brandies  from  France,  Spain, and  Italy,  would  be 
imported  to  meet  the  full  amount  of  ituiies  that 
might  have  been  raised  on  rum,  if  the  importa- 
tion had  continued.  The  brandy  of  France  and 
Italy  wonid  b>  paid  for  by  our  tobacco,  flour,  and 
rice ;  that  of  Spain  by  the  two  latter  articles. 

Hardware — This  article,  as  suited  to  our  laste, 
we  can  procure  in  no  other  country  than  Great 
Britain.  It  was  supposed,  by  our  committee,  thai 
there  were  sufficient  in  the  country  for  two  years' 
consumption — before  which  time  a  general  peace 
would  probably  be  made. 

Hats,  nails,  glassware,  bootsand  shoes,  can  be,  I 
already  are,  made  in  quBUlitiee  nearly  sofiicieDt  fat 
our  own  coDsumpiion  ;  with  this  eocoaragement 
our  own  taanufactuters  will  be  found  eqnal  to  all 


wants.    Nay,  we  do  now  export  hats,  boots, 

Goal  and  slate  are  in  great  abundance  in  out 
own  country. 

Looking-glasses,  ribbons,  and  silks  of  all  kinds, 
can  be  obtained  cheaper  in  France,  China,  and 
Italy,  ibao  in  England ;  yet,  such  has  been  our 
IH«dileetian  for  British  goods,  such  h  the  strength 
of  habit,  that  we  have,  notwlih  stand  ins;,  ^one  (o 
England  for  those  goods.  This  resolution  will 
break  the  charm,  and  we  shall  probably  never  re- 

rn  there  for  such  goods. 

Salt— This  is  an  article  highly  important,  as  it 
respects  Great  Britain.  We  import  thereof  from 
her  dominions,  annually,  to  the  value  of  S482,39S, 
being  3,111,401  bushels.  To  lose  our  custom  on 
This  highly  important  article,  would  be  severely 
"elt  by  Cheat  Briiain.  By  us  it  would  not  be  felt 
o  any  extent,  for  we  should  easily  replace  that 
luantity  from  Lisbon,  Cadiz,  and  other  parts  of 
Spain,  with  salt,  as  I  am  informed  by  my, learned 
friend  from  New  York,  more  wholesome,  and 

riainly  much  better  for  all  purposes. 

Let  not  gentlemen  fear  a  toss  of  revenue.  I 
ive  taken  a  view  of  that  subject,  and  am  confi- 
dent the  loss  will  be  trifling ;  it  will  never  be  felt. 
I  take  leave  to  submit  the  following  view  of  this 

The  duty  paid  annually  on  the  following  arti- 
ales  imparled  from  Great  Britain  and  her  depend- 
On  linens     ■      -     121,429 

Rum 1,11X1,000 

Salt     -------     400,000 

Coal    -        -        -        -        -        -        -       20,000 

Nails    -       -        -        -  '     -        -        -       70,000 

Boots  and  shoes lO.OOQ 

1,621,429 
WoolteDsandtbeotberarticles,  of  which 
the  precise  amount  of  duly  cannot 
be  obtained  ;  I  presume  they  might 
amount  to 300,000 

1.921,429 


ly  will,  be  met 
921,429 


This  amount  may,  and  ceru 

by  the  following  substitutes,  to 

Duly  on  linens  from  Germany 

Duty  on  brandy  from  Spain,  France, 
and  Italy 1,100,000 

Duty  on  salt  from  Portugal,  Spain,  Ita- 
ly, and  Cape  de  Verd  Islands    -        -     400,000 

Duty  on  silks,  fine  woollens,  ribbons, 
and  looking-glasses,  from  France,  Ita- 
ly, China,  and  Spain        •        -       -     100,000 


Probable  loss  of  duties   • 


If  it  should  be  the  opinion  of  the  Senate,  that 
the  importation  of  coarse  woollens  and  bardwarca 
shall  not  be  prohibited,  tken  I  do  not  beliere  then 
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will  be  one  dollar  loaa  of  revenue,  if  [be  resolu- 
tion should  pass. 

But,  Mr.  President,  no  deficiency  can  be  felt  in 
»ny  case  prior  to  the  Sucoiner  and  Autumn  of  1807, 
even  if  a  toEal  probibilioQ  of  allimporlalinnswas 
intended.  I  pray  gentlemen  to  attend  lo  ibis  sub- 
ject. Tbe  Spring  importation  will  arrive  in  a  few 
weeks;  of  coumenoetFecicaDbehadonlhat.  Tbe 

SDods  for  the  Autumn  are  now  preparing  in  Ens- 
ind;  ibey  will  come  at  tbe  usual  lime;  tbe  bonds 
taken  for  tbe  duties  thereon,  will  be  payable  in 
eight,  ten,  and  twelvemonths;  df  coarse, as usoal, 
in  tbemoDihsof  June,  August,  and  October,  1807. 
Somelhiu^  decisive  mast  hspppeo  before  that  pe- 
riod ;  ■  negotiation  will  certainly  commence,  and, 
if  cCDtlemen  choose,  a  power  may  be  given  in  tbe 
biQ  to  the  PreEident  to  suspcHd  its  operation,  if  it 
■hall  appear  to  bim  that  the  Briilih  Qovernment 
are  disposed  to  enter  into  an  equitable  arrange- 
ment of  all  disputes  between  tbe  two  nations. 

I  bave  thus  endeavored,  Mr.  President  (and  I 
hope  I  have  succeeded)  to  show  that  the  measure 
proposed  is  not  a  war  measure ;  that  if  carried 
into  effect,  it  is  capable  of  laalerially  affecting  tbe 
interest  of  Great  Britain  witboat  injuring  our- 
selves; chat  our  revenue  will  not  be  afiected 
thereby  to  any  considerable  amouut;  that  we 
hare  justice  on  our  side ;  and  tbat  the  conduct  of 
Great  Britain  has  been  unjust  and  cruel  towards 
the  United  Stales.  If  any  gentleman  should  still 
doubt  as  to  the  law  of  nations  being  against  the 
doctrine  of  Great  Britain  in  the  dispute  in  ques- 
tion, I  pray  him  to  read  tbe  book  laid  on  our  ta- 
ble, to  wit:  "An  Eiaminaiion  of  the  British  Doc- 
'  trine  which  subjects  to  capture  a  neutral  trade, 
'  not  open  in  time  of  peace."  A  book,  Mr.  Presi- 
dent, written  to  tbe  understanding,  not  to  the  pas- 
rions,  stating  incontrovertible  facts,  on  which  to 
Ibnn  tbe  judgment ;  a  book  that  will,  I  have  no 
doubly  be  translated  into  the  languages  of  all  tbe 
mttitime  Powers ;  and  will,  hereafter,  be  quoted 
as  containing  truths  tbat  may  be  relied  upon. 

The  consideration  of  the  resolution  was  furtber 
postponed. 

ToEaoAY,  March  11. 

The  bill  to  carry  into  e^t  the  provisions  of 
die  eighth  section  of  tbe  act  reflating  the  grants 
ef  land,  and  providing  for  the  disposal  of  tbe  lands 
of  the  United  States  south  of  the  Slate  of  Ten- 
nessee, was  read  the  second  time. 

The  Senate  look  into  consideration,  as  in  Com- 
mittee of  tbe  Whole,  the  Hmeodments  reported  on 
the  4th  instant,  to  tbe  bill,  entitled  "An  act  sup- 
plementary to  tbeact,  entitled  'An  act  regulating 
the  grants  of  land  appropriated  fur  tbe  lefugeea 
from  the  British  provinces  of  Canada  and  Nova 
Scotia ;"  and  after  progress,  tbe  bill  was  corotnit- 
led  io  Mefsrs.  Bradley,  TnACT,and  BALnvii«,to 
consider  and  report  thereon. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  third  reading  of  the 
bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  establishing  rales  and 
irticles  for  the  gorernment  of  the  armies  of  the 
United  States  j"  and  the  bill  having  been  further 
aaunded, 


Rfoivtd,  TbCt  this  bill  pass  as  amended. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  prohihiiiog  foralimt- 
ited  time,  the  eiportation  of  arms  and  ammnniiion 
from  tbe  United  Slates  and  the  teriiiories  thereof," 
was  read  the  ibird  time;  and  on  the  question,  Shalt 
this  bill  pass?  it  was  determined  in  the  negative. 
So  the  bill  was  lost- 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  tbe 
Whole,  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  declaring  tbe 
consent  of  Congress  to  'An  act  of  the  Slale  of 
Souih  Carolina,  passed  the  31st  day  of  December, 
1804,  so  far  as  the  same  relates  to  authorizing  the 
City  Council  of  Charleston  to  impose  and  collect 
a  duty  on  the  tonnage  of  vessels  from  foreign 

Wbdnebdat,  March  12. 
Tbe  Senate  took  into  consideration  the  motion 
made  on  tbe  6th  instant,  for  the  location  of  a  tract 
of  land  in  the  Territory  of  Orleans,  to  be  given  as 
a  houDty  to  actual  settlers,  wbo  shall  be  liable  to 
be  called  into  service  for  tbe  defence  of  said  Ter- 

Ordered,  Tbat  it  be  referred  to  Messrs.  Won- 
TBiNQTON,  AnuEBSoN,  AoAiR,  BfiADLET,  and 
Smith,  of  Maryland,  to  consider  aodTepori  thereoo 
by  bill  or  otherwise. 

A  motion  was  made, 

"  That  a  comiuiltae  be  appointed,  to  join  with  such 
eocDmittee  as  tbe  Houmi  of  Kepreaen  lalivcs  ma;  ^>- 
point  on  their  part,  to.  consider  and  report  what  bual- 
nesB  is  necessary  to  be  done  by  Cangreu  in  the  present 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  tbe 
Whole,  tbe  bill,  eniitled  "An  act  declaring  the 
conseoiofCoDgrcMfo  anaclof  the  State  of  South 
Catoliua,  passed  tbe  21st  day  of  December,  1804, 
so  far  as  the  same  relates  to  authorizing  tbe  City 
Conncil  of  Charleston  to  impose  and  collect  a 
duty  on  the  tonnage  of   vesseb  from  foreign 

Ordered,  That  this  bill  pass  to  the  third  read- 
ing. 

The  Senate  took  intocoDsideratiott,as  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to 
amend  an  act,  entitled  'An  act  concerning  the 
library  for  the  use  of  both  Houses  of  Congress ;" 
and  tbe  bill  was  ordered  to  the  third  reading. 

Tbe  Senate  look  into  consideration  [be  amend- 
ments reported  by  the  oommittee  to  the  bitl.  enti- 
tled "An  act  10  regulate  end  fix  ihe  compensation 
of  the  officers  of  the  Senate  and  House  of  Repre- 
seniaiives,"asin  Committee  of  tbe  Whole;  and 
having  agreed  thereto,  the  bill  was  reported  to  tbe 
House  accordingly. 

Ordered.  That  the  bill  pass  to  the  third  read- 
ing as  amended. 

T  BOB  an  AY,  March  13. 
The  Senate  took  into  consideration  the  motion 
made  yesterday,  "That  a  committee  be  appointed, 
lo  join  such  committee  as  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives may  appoint  an  their  part,  to  consider 
and  report  what  business  is  neeessary  to  be  done 
by  Coagresa  in  the  present  session ;  and  the  mo- 
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tjon  having  beeo  adopted,  Messrs.  WoBTUiitaTON 
and  Baldwin  were  appoiaied  the  commiiiee  on 

the  part  of  the  Seoate. 

Mr.  ANDEBaoN.  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referied,  on  the  lOih  of  January  list,  (he  mo- 
tion foia  reTJsian  of  the  rules  for  conduciiog  busi- 
ness in  the  Senate,  made  report  j  which  was  read, 
and  ordered  to  lie  for  consideration. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill  to  authorize  the  Siale  of  Tennes- 
see to  issue  grants  and  perfect  titles  to  certain 
lands  tbeiein  described, aod  to  settle  the  claims  to 
the  vacant  and  UDappropriaied  lands  wiibiu  the 
same;  and  having  ameDded  the  bill,  it  was  report- 
ed to  the  House  accordingly. 

Friday,  Marcb  14. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  second  reading  of  the 
bill  to  cany  into  effect  the  provisions  of  Hie  eichth 
section  of  the  act  regulaliag  the  grants  of  land, 
and  providing  for  the  disposal  of  the  lands  of  the 
United  Slates  south  of  the  State  of  Tennessee; 
and  the  bill  was  ordered  lo  a  third  reading. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  second  reading  of  the 
bill  to  incorporate  a  National  Academy;  and  it 
was  ordered  to  a  third  reading. 

Mr.  ANnEBSON  presented  the  petition  of  Gilbert 
C.  Russel,  a  captam  in  the  militia  of  ibe  Slate 
of  Tennessee,  staling  that  he  was  ordered  to  pro- 
ceed thence  to  the  Natchez,  in  the  year  1S03;  and 
that,  in  pursuance  of  this  order,  he,  together  with 
the  company  under  his  command,  performed  di- 
vers mihiary  services ;  and  that  he,  moreover,  in 
that  service,  made  considerable  pecuniary  dis- 
bursements, for  all  which  he  prays  compensation  ; 
and  the  petition  waa  read,  and  referred  to  the  Sec- 
letary  for  the  Department  of  War  to  consider  and 
report  thereon. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  enabling  the  Preaident 
of  the  Untied  Sutes  to  make  restitution  to  the 
Government  of  Denmark  for  the  cajiiureand  con- 
demnation of  the  Danish  briganliae  called  (he 
Henrick,  and  het  cargo,"  was  read   the   third 

Ordered,  That  the  further  consideration  of 
this  bill  be  the  order  of  the  day  for  Tuesday 
next. 

The  bill,  entitled  "  An  act  for  the  relief  of  Pe- 
ter Laodais,",  was  read  the  third  time;  end. 
motion  to  strike  out  the  word  "six,"  and  in  I 
thereof  to  insert  the  word  "three,"  thereby  to  re- 
daee  the  sum  proposed  for  his  relief  lo  three  thou- 
sand dollars,  it  passed  in  the  negative. 

On  motion,  by  one  of  the  majority,  it  was  agreed 
to  reconsider  the  last  vote,  and  to  strike  out  the 

On  raolioo,  10  fill  the  blank  wiih  the  word  "Bve," 
it  passed  in  the  negative;  and,  on  motion,  it  was 
agreed  to  611  the  blank  with  the  word  "  four." 

On  (he  question,  shall  the  bill  pass  as  amend- 
edl  it  was  determined  in  the  affirmative— yeas 
19,  nays  10,  as  follows: 

Yiit — Meaua.  Adaii,  Adam*.  AndenoB,  Bayard, 
Condit,  GilmaD,  Honland,  Kitebel,  Mada^,  Mitchill, 
Smith  of  Maiyland,  Smith  pf  Ohio,  Smith  of  Tetuwa- 


Bce,  Smith  of  Vermpnt,  Thniston,   Torner,   White, 
Worthington,  and  Wright. 

Nat«— Messrs.  Baldwin,  Bradley,  Gaillard,  Hill- 
houae,  Moore,  Pickering,  Plumer,  Smith  of  New  York. 
Sumter,  and  Tracy,' 

was  Beaolved,  That  this  bill  pass  as 
amended. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  amend  an  act,  en- 
titled 'An  act  concerning  the  library  for  the  use 
of  both  Houses  of  Congress,"  was  read  the  third 
time;  and,  on  the  question,  Shall  ibis  bill  pass? 
it  was  determined  in  the  negative.  So  the  bill 
was  lost. 

The  bill  to  authorize  the  Stale  of  Tennessee  lo 
issue  grants  and  perfect  titles  to  certain  lands 
therein  described,  and  (o  settle  the  claims  to  ihe 
vacant  and  un.ippropriated  lands  within  the  same, 
was  read  ihe  third  lime,  and  funhemmended. 

On  the  question.  Shall  this  bill  pass?  it  was 
determined  in  (be  affirmative — yeas  25,  nays  3,  aa 
follows: 

Yiis — Meun.  Adams,  Anderun,HaldiTin,  Bajaid, 
Bisdley.  Condit,  Gaillard,  Oilman,  HUlbauae,  How- 
Und,  kitchel,  Moclay,  Mitchill,  Moore,  Fit^ering, 
Plumer,  Smith  orMarjrland,  Smith  of  New  York,  Smith 
of  Ohio,  Smiih  ofTennessec,  Smith  of  Vermont,  Sum- 
ter, Tracy,  Wotlhington,  and  Wright. 

Ni IB— Messrs.  Slono  and  Turner. 

So  it  was  lietolved  That  this  bill  do  pass,  that 
it  be  eogrossed,  and  that  the  lide  (hereof  be,  "An 
ac(  to  authorize  the  Sta(e  of  Tennessee  to  issue 

Slants  and  perfect  titles  to  certain  lands  therein 
escribed,  and  to  settle  the  claims  to  Ihe  vacant 
and  unappropriated  lands  within  the  same." 

The  hin,eniitled  "An  act  declaring  the  consent 
of  Cqngress  to  an  act  of  the  State  of  South  Caro- 
passed  the  21st  day  of  December,  1804,  to 

' '  irizing  tl  '    "■■-- 

.       .ndcoTlec 
.  of  vessels  from  foieign  ports," ' 
read  tbe  thirl  time,  and  the  further  con&iderallon 
thereof  postponed. 

The  bill  to  explain  the  fifth  section  of  ap  act, 
entitled  "An  act  to  divide  ibe  Indiana  Territory 
into  two  separate  gorernmeDts,"  was  read  the 
(bird  time,  and  the  consideration  thereof  post- 

The  bill  for  the  encouragement  of  (he  ahipping 
and  navigB(ion  of  the  United  States  was  read  the 
third  lime,  and  the  further  consideration  thereof 
postponed  until  Monday  next. 

The  Senale  resumed  the  second  readiog  of  the 
bill,  eniiiled  "An  act  to  incorporate  the  Iruateea 
of  the   Presbyterian    Congregation  of  Qeorge- 

Oniered,  Thai  it  pass  to  a,  third  reading. 


MoND*Y,  March  17, 

The  Senale  resumed  the  conaideralioa  of  tha 
motion  made  on  the  27(h  of  February  last  on  (be 
subject ;  and  resolved  that  iwo  hundred  copiea  of 
the  Constiiution  of  the  United  States,  with  the 
amendments  which  have  been  made  thereto,  be 
printed  for  the  use  of  (be  Senate. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Represeatativei 
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Sen&TB, 


informed  ihe  Senate  ibat  ilie  House  disagree  to 
th«  amendmeol  of  ibe  Senate  to  ibe  biLi,  entitled 
"An  act  for  the  relief  of  Peter  Landais,"  and  in- 
sist 00  their  said  bill,  and  request  a  coofEreace 
withihe  Senate  thereoD, and  hare  appointed  man- 
agers On  cbeir  pan. 

The  Senate  took  into  consideralion  the  resolu- 
tioa  of  the  House  of  RepreseDtBliTeSj  requesting 
ft  conference  on  tbe  bill,  entitltd  '  Ao  act  for  the 
relief  of  Peter  Landais." 

Raolted,  That  ihev  agree  iheieto,  and  that 
Messes.  BBADt^y  and  Mitchill  be  managers 
tlieieof  on  the  part  of  the  Senate. 

EX-BASHAW  OF  TRIPOLI 

Mr.  Bhadlet,  from  the  committee  appointed 
on  the  16ih  of  January  last,  to -consider  theMes- 
nage  of  the  President  of  Ihe  United  Slates  of  ibe 
13ih  of  Januaryj  respecting  the  application  of 
Hamet  Caramslli,  made  the  following  report: 

The  ei-Baihaw  foundi  hi>  claim  on  Ihejudice  of 
the  United  Slalei,  froni  his  services  and  luSering  in 
their  cause,  and  from  his  having  been  deceived  and 
■mused  with  the  prospect  of  being  placed  on  bis  thronei 
«>  Intimate  Sovereign  of  Tripoli,  and  frequently 
drawn  from  eligible  situations  for  the  purpose  of  be- 
ing made  the  dupe  anil  instrument  of  polic;,  and  Rnally 
sacrificed  to  misfortune  and  wretchedness.  The  com- 
mittee, from  a  full  investigatian  of  the  documenls  nhich 
have  been  laid  before  Congress,  ivith  other  evidence 
(bat  haa  come  ivithin  their  linowIeUgo,  are  enabled  to 
lay  before  the  Smats  a  brief  statement  of  facie  in  rela- 
tion to  the  ex-Baahaw,  and  the  result  of  their  dehbera- 
tions  ibereoD. 

This  nnfoTtunate  [nlnce,  by  the  treason  and  perSdy 
«f  his  brother,  the  reigning  Bashaw,  was  driven  f^m 
his  throne,  ao  exile,  to  ibe  Regency  of  Tunis  ;  where 
the  agents  of  the  United  States,  in  the  Mediterranean, 
fbnnd  him;  and  as  early  as  August,  eighteen  hundred 
and  one,  entered  into  s  convention  to  co-operate  with 
him,  the  object  of  which  wai  to  obtaiu  a  permanent 
peace  with  Tripoh,  to  place  ihe  ex-Bishew  on  bis 
throne,  and  procure  indemniflcation  lor  all  expense  in 
accomplishing  the  same.  This  agreement  was  renewed 
in  Movembei  /illowing,  with  encouragement  that  the 
United  States  would  persevere,  until  tbey  had  e&ecteil 
Ihe  object;  and  in  eighteen  hundred  and  two,  when 
ihe  reigning  Bashaw  had  made  overtures  to  the  ex- 
Bashaw  to  settle  on  him  the  two  provinces  of  Deme 
and  Bengali,  and  when  the  ex-Bashaw  was  on  the 
point  of  leaving  Tunis,  under  an  escort  fnrnished  him 
by  the  reigning  Bashaw,  the  agents  of  the  United  States 
prevailed  on  him  to  abandon  the  oSsr,  with  asstirance 
that  the  United  States  would  eSeclually  co-operate,  and 
place  him  on  the  throne  of  Tripoli. 

The  same  eDgagemcnta  were  renewed  in  eighteen 
hnndred  and  three,  and  the  plan  of  co-opcralion  so  ar- 
ranged, that  the  ex-Bashaw,  by  his  own  exertions  and 
force,  look  possession  of  the  province  of  Derne ;  but  Ihe 
American  squadron,  at  that  time  under  the  command 
of  Commodore  Morris,  instead  of  improving  that  favor- 
able moment  to  ci>operale  with  the  ex-Bashaw,  and  to 
ppt  an  end  to  the  war,  nnfbrtnnately  abandoned  the 
Barbary  coast,  and  left  the  ex-Bsshaw  to  contend 
solely  with  all  the  force  of  the  reigning  Bashaw,  and 
who  in  consequence  was  obliged,  in  the  fore  part  of  the 
year  eighteen  hundred  and  four,  to  give  np  his  conquest 
of  Denie,  and  fly  from  the  fiiry  of  Ihe  uiuipar  into 


Egypt.  These  [transactions  were,  from  time  to  time, 
not  only  communicated  by  otir  agents  to  Uavemment, 
hot  were  laid  before  Congteaa  in  February,  eighteen 
hundred  and  four,  in  the  documents  accompanying  the 
report  of  the  Committse  of  Claims  on  the  petition  of  Ht. 
Eaton,  late  Consul  at  Tunis,  which  committee  expressed 
tiieir  decided  approbation  of  hia  oSicial  conduct,  and 
to  wliiiih  report  the  committee  beg  leave  to  refer. 

In  the  lull  poBBeasion  of  the  knowledge  of  these  (acts, 
the  Qovemment  of  the  United  States,  in  June,  eighteen 
hnndred  and  four,  despatched  Commodore  Barron,  with 
a  squadron,  into  the  Mediterranean,  and  in  his  instruc- 
tions submitted  to  his  entire  discretion  the  subject  of 
svaiUng  himself  of  Ihe  co-operation  of  the  ex-Bashaw, 
and  referring  him  to  Mr.  Eaton  as  an  agent  sent  oat 
by  Government  for  that  pnrpose. 

After  Commodore  Barron  had  arrived  on  the  station, 
in  September,  eighteen  hundred  and  four,  he  despatched 
Mr.  Eaton  and  Captain  Hull  mto  Egypt,  to  find  the 
ex-Bashaw,  with  instructions  to  aaaure  him  that  the 
Commodore  would  take  the  most  eflectual  measures 
with  the  forces  under  his  command,  to  co-operate  with 
him  against  Ihe  usurper,  his  brother,  and  to  eKlabtish 
him  in  the  Regency  of  Tripoli.  Alter  encountering 
many  difficulties  and  dangers,  the  ex-Bashaw  was 
found  in  Upper  Egj-pt  with  the  Mamelukes,  and 
commanding  the  .^rabs ;  the  same  assurances  were 
again  made  lo  him,  and  a  convention  was  reduced  to 
writing,  Ihe  etlpulalians  of  which  had  the  same  objects 
in  view ;  Ibe  United  States  lo  obtain  a  permanent  peace 
and  their  prisoners,  the  ei-Bashaw  to  obtain  his  throne. 
Under  these  impressions,  and  with  the  fullest  confi- 
dence in  the  assurances  he  bud  received  from  the  agents 
of  Ibe  United  States,  and  even  from  Commodore  Barron 
himself,  by  one  of  his  (the  Bashaw's)  secretaries,  whom 
he  had  senllo  waiton  the  Commodore  foe  that  purpose, 
he  gave  up  bis  prospects  in  Egypt,  abandoned  his 
property  in  that  country,  constituted  Mr.  Eaton  gen- 
eral and  commandcr-in-cbief  of  his  forces,  and  with 
such  an  army  as  he  was  able  to  raise  and  support, 
marched  through  the  Lybian  desert,  suffering  every 
harJahip  incident  to  such  a  perilous  undertaking  ;  and 
with  his  army,  commanded  by  General  Eaton,  aided  by 
O'Bannon  and  Mann,  three  American  officers,  who 
shared  irith  him  the  dangers  aird  hardships  of  the  cam- 
paign, and  whose  names  their  conntry  will  forever  re- 
cord with  honor,  attacked  the  dty  of  Deme  in  the  Re- 
gency of  Tripoli,  on  the  twenty-aerenlh  day  of  April, 
one  ^ousand  eight  hnndred  and  five,  and,  after  a  wdU 
fought  battle,  took  the  same;  and  for  (he  first  time 
planted  the  American  colors  on  the  ramparts  of  a  Tri- 
politan  tort.  And  in  several  battles  afterwards,  one  of 
which  he  fought  without  the  aid  of  the  Americana, 
(Ihey  having  been  reatrained  by  orders,  not  warranted  by 
any  policy,  issued  as  appears  by  Mr.  Lear,  the  Ameri- 
can Consul,)  defeated  the  army  of  the  usurper,  wiUk 
great  slaughter,  maintained  liis  conquest,  and,  without 
the  hasard  of  a  repulse,  would  have  mardied  to  the 
throne  of  Tripoli,  had  he  been  supported  by  the  co-ope- 
ration of  the  American  aquadron,  which  in  honor  and 
good  laith  he  bad  a  right  to  expect.  The  committee 
would  here  explicitly  declare,  that,  in  Ulcir  opinion,  no 
blame  ought  to  attach  to  Commodore  Barron.  A  wast- 
ing sickness,  and  a  consequent  mental  as  well  as  bodily 
debibty,had  rendered  him  totally  nnableto  exercise  the 
duties  of  commanding  the  squadron,  previously  to  this 
momentous  eruis,  and  Iroin  which  hs  lias  never  re- 
eoiered ;  and  to  this  cause  alone  may  be  attributed  the 
final  failure  of  the  plan  of  co-«peratioii  wliich  i^pean 
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to  hsTB  been  ni««l7  concerted  bj  the  GeTemmect,  and 
hitherto  brt*ely  executed  bj  iti  officen. 

But,  however  unp)eu«nt  the  task,  the  commttte 
compelled,  by  tbo  obligitiaiu  of  truth  Bud  duty,  to  «t>te 
inrtherthatMr.  Lear,  to  whom  wu  entrusted  thepow«i 
of  negotiating  the  peace,  appean  to  have  gained  acom- 

Elete  ucendency  over  the  Commodore,  thu>  debilitated 
y  Bicknew;  or  rather,  baTing  aiBunied  the  command 
in  the  name  of  the  Commodore,*  to  hue  dictated  cti 
meaHure;  to  have  paraljxed  evey  military  operation 
•ea  and  land ;  and  finally,  without  displaying  the  fleet 
or  aqusdron  before  Tripoli,  without  conaulting  even  the 
■alelj  of  the  ei-Baihaw  or  hie  army,  againet  the  opin- 
ion of.  all  the  oScem  of  the  fleet,  ao  &r  aa  (he  com- 
initUe  have  been  able  to  obtaia  the  same,  and  of  Com- 
modore Rodgera,  (bb  appeani  from  Mr.  Lear'a  letter  t  to 
the  Secretary  of  State,  dated  Syracuse  harbor,  July 
Sih,  1805,)  to  have  entered  into  a  convention  with  the 
reigning  Bashaw,  by  which,  contrary  to  his  instructiona, 
he  stipulated  to  pay  him  aixty  thousand  doUara,  to 
abandon  the  ex-Bashaw,  and  to  withdraw  ^1  aid  and 
ttasiatance  from'  his  army.  And  although  a  stipulation 
was  made  that  the  wife  and  children  of  the  ci-Bashaw 
should  be  delivered  to  him  on  bii  withdrawing  Gan. 
the  territories  of  Tripoli,  yet  that  stipulation  has  noi 
been  carried  into  execution,  and  it  is  highly  probabU 
was  never  intonded  to  be.  The  committee  forbear  U 
make  any  comment  on  the  impropriety  of  the  orders 
issued  to  General  Eaton  to  cvacuato  Deme,  five  days 
previoua  to  Mr.  Lear'e  sailing  from  Malta  for  Tripoli, 
to  enter  on  his  negotiation ;  ^nd  the  honor  of  the  na- 
tion forbids  any  remarks  on  the  unworthy  attompt  to 
compel  the  ci-Bashaw  and  General  Eaton  to  give  up 
and  abandon  their  conquest,  by  withholding  supplies 
from  the  army  at  Derne,  eight  daya  previous  to  the 
commencement  of  the  negotiation  ;  nor  will  the  cam- 
mittoe  condescend  to  enter  into  a  consideration  of  pre- 
tended reasons,  assigned  by  Mr.  Lear,  to  palliate  bis 
management  of  the  aflaire  of  the  negotiation  ;  such  as, 
the  danger  of  the  American  prisonerB  in  Tripoli,  (he 
UnGtnessof  the  ships  for  service,  and  the  want  of  mea^is 
to  prosccuto  the  war ;  they  appear  to  the  committee  to 

*  Extract  of  a  tetter  from  Captain  DenL 
"  It  ii  generally  believed,  by  the  ofScera  in  the  Medi- 
terranean, that  Mr.  Lear  had  a  great  ascendency  ov«r 
the  Commodore  in  all  his  measores  relative  to  the 
aqoadron;  and  from  frequent  obaerrations  of  Mr.  Lear's 
intimacy  with  the  Commodora,  dating  hia  debilitated 
itaM,  I  am  of  the  same  opinion. 

t  ■■  I  must  hen  pay  a  tributo  of  justice  to  Commodore 
Rodgera,  whose  condaet  during  the  negotiation  on 
board,  was  mixed  with  that  manly  firmnesa  and  evi- 
dent wish  to  continue  the  war  if  it  conld  be  done  with 
pitf  riety,  while  he  diaplayed  the  magnanimity  of  an 
American,  in  declaring  that  we  fought  not  for  coDquest 
but  to  muatain  our  just  rights  and  national  dignity,  ai 
folly  convinced  the  negotlatora  that  we  did  not  ask,  but 
grant  peace. 

"  You  will  pardon  me  if  1  here  introduce  a  ciroim- 
Mance  evincive  of  the  Bpiritof  our  countrymen.  At 
hreakfitit  this  morning,  Commodore  Rodgen  observed 
tbM  if  the  Bashaw  would  conient  to  deliver  up  our 
coDOtiymen  without  making  peace,  he  would  engage  to 
fpre  him  two  hundred  thousand  instead  of  sixty  thou- 
sand dollars,  and  raise  the  difference  between  the  two 


hate  no  fbnndation  in  bet,  and  are  used  rather  as  a  veil 
to  cover  an  inglorious  deed,  than  solid  reasons  to  justi^ 
the  negotiator's  conduct.  The  rommitlee  are  free  to 
say,  that,  in  their  opinion,  it  was  in  the  power  of  the 
United  Statea,  with  the  force  then  employed,  and  a  small 
portion  of  the  sixty  thousand  dollars,  thus  improperly 
expended,  to  have  placed  Hamet  Caramalli,  the  right- 
ful sovereign  of  Tripoli,  on  his  throne;  to  have  obtained 
their  prisoners  in  perfect  safety,*  without  the  payment 
of  a  cent,  with  assurance,  and  probable  certainty,  of 
eventual  remuneration  for  all  expenses;  and  to  have 
established  a  peace'  with  the  Barbary  Power*,  that 
would  |iave  been  secure  and  permanent,  and  wbit^ 
would  have  dignified  the  name  and  character  of  the 
American  people. 

Whatever  Hamet,  the  ex-Bashaw,  may  have  said, 
in  his  tetter  of  June  39th,  1B05,  to  palliate  the  conduct 
which  Gist  abandoned  and  then  ruined  him,  the  Sen- 
ate cannot  fail  to  diacem  that. he  was  then  at  Syracuse, 
in  a  country  of  strangers  to  his  merits,  and  hostile  to 
his  nation  and  religion,  and  where  every  drcnmstonee 
conspired  to  depress  him,  which,  together  with  the  fear 
of  starving,  left  him  scarcely  a  moral  agent. 

Upon  these  &cta,  and  to  carry  into  effect  (be  princi- 
ple of  duly  arising  out  of  them,  the  only  remuneration 
now  left  in  the  power  of  the  United  Slates  to  make,  ths 
committee  herewith  present  a  bill  for  the  consideration 
of  the  Senato.  The  committee  are  confident  that  the 
Legislature  of  a  free  and  Christian  country,  can  never 
leave  it  in  the  power  of  s  Mahometan  (o  say  that  they 
violato  their  faith,  or  withhold  the  operations  of  justice 
from  one  who  has  fallen  a  victim  to  his  unbounded  con- 
fidence ID  their  intogrily  and  honor. 

The  report  was  ordered  to  lie  for  con  si  deration. 

Mr.  Bradley,  from  the  same  corDinittee,  also 
reported  a  bill  fgr  the  relief  of  Hamet  Caramalti, 
ei~Bashaw  of  Tripoli ;"  and  the  bill  was  read,  and 
ordered  to  the  second  reading. 

TcEanAT,  March  18. 

The  Vice  Phesident  beinz  absent,  the  Senate 
proceeded  to  the  election  of  aPBBaiDENTpro  (en»- 
pore,  as  (he  Constitution  piOTides,  Hod  the  boaor- 
able  Samuel  Smith  was  appointed. 

Ordered,  That  tlie  Secretary  waiton  the  Pree- 
ident  of  iho  United  States  and  Bcqiiaint  biin  that 
the  Senate  haye,  id  the  absence  of  the  Vice  PasB- 
iDEKT,  elected  the  honorable  Samdel  Bhith  Pmb- 
ident  of  the  Senate  pro  temport. 

Ordered,  That  the  Secretary  make  a  like  com- 
munication to  the  House  at  Representarires. 

Mr.  Bradley  submitted  the  following  resoln- 
lions  for  consideration,  which  were  read : 

"  Raolved  bu  the  Senaie  and  Hmin  of  Rtpreienl- 
lisaoftht  Untied  Statu  of  Amaiea,  in  Congratat- 
itmhled.  That  Congress  entertain  *  high  sense  of  the 
patriotism,  intrepidity,  and  valor,  of  William  Eaton, 
late  General-in-Chief  of  t!ie  army  of  the  ex-Baahaw  of 

*  Extract  from  a  letter  of  Commodore  Rodgers. 

"  I  never  thought  the  prisonera  were  in  danger." 

Extract  from  a  letter  of  Lieutenant  Woitnetey,  then  • 

prisoner  in  Tripoli. 

"  I  do  not  believe  ttiat  (here  was  any  danger  to  be 

ippfehandad  for  onr  lives,  even  if  General  Eaton  and 

Hamet  Bashaw  had  have  marched  tinder  the  wall*  of 

TripoU.'' 
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Tripoli,  and  of  PrieMlf  N.  O'Buutoa,  and  Ge«rge 
WuhisglOQ  Mann,  three  American  officer*,  nho,  with 
B  smid]  aombsi  of  American  marine*  and  the  fbrcsa  of 
theei-Buhsw,  compoaed  of  Greeks  and  Aitbd,  oour- 
ageoiulj  marched  tluough  the  Libjan  desert,  defeated 
the  TripolitaD  arm;  near  Derue,  ojid  took  that  city  oo 
the  twenlj-set'enth  day  of  April,  eighteen  hundred 
and  Sit,  and  for  the  first  time  spread  the  American  ea- 
git  in  AMca,  on  the  ramparti  of  a  TVipolitan  fort,  and 
thereby  contribated  to  release  three  hundred  Ameriou 
prisoners  from  bondage  in  Tripoli. 

"  Ruchtd,  As  a  furtber  testimony  of  the  gratitude 
of  their  coantrir,  that  the  Prendent  of  the  United  Slstea 
be  requested  to  cause  to  be  surrcTed,  within  the  limits 
of  the  public  lands  of  the  United  States  rlow  open  Ibr 
■ale,  as  the  aaid  William  Eaton  shall  elect,  a  township 
of  HX  miles  square,  to  be  called  Deme,  as  a  memorisl 
of  the  coaqueat  of  tbsl  city,  fbiBver  ;  and  to  canae  to 
be  laid  out,  surreyed,  and  granted,  to  the  seid  William 
EaloD,  in  one  entire  tract,  within  die  said  township, 

thousand  acres ;  and  to  Prieatlj  N.  O'Batuxn) 

tod  George  Wasbington  Mann,  each thotuand 

aoei;  and  to  Arthur  Campbell,  Bernard  O'ffrian,  Da- 
vid Thomas,  and  James  Owen,  the  only  surriving  ma- 
rines who  served  as  volunteers  in  that  expedition,  three 
hnndred  and  twenty  acres  each ;  to  be  granted  to  them, 
mpeclively,  their  heirs,  and  ubgns,  forever." 

Mr.  Tracv,  from  tbe  commiitee  to  whom  was 
referred,  od  the  4lh  of  February  last,  ib«  bill,  en- 
titled "An  act  to  repeal  so  much  of  any  act  or 
acta  io  authorize  the  receipt  of  evidences  of  the 
public  debt]  Id  payment  for  lands  of  the  United 
States,  and  for  oiber  purposes  relative  to  the  pub- 
lic debt,''  reported  the  bill  with  amendmenis, 
which  were  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  for  cooaid- 
eration. 

Betalved,  That  the  reporl  of  ihe  Secretary  for 
the  Deparlmenl  of  Wai^dated  ISih  ot  January, 
1805,  respecliog  the  ratiooa  of  the  ofBcers  of  the 
army,  be  referred  to  a  select  committee,  who  are 
hereby  authorized  to  report  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

Ordered  That  Messrs.  TsAcr,  Bhadlev,  and 
Baldwtn,  be  the  commiitee. 

The  amendments  reported  by  the  committee  to 
ibe  rales  for  conducting  business  in  the  Senate 
were  considered  as  in  Commiitee  of  lb«  Whole; 
and,  having  been  farther  amended,  were  adopted 
and  reported  to  tbe  House. 

Ordered,  That  they  pass  to  a  third  readins. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  third  reading  of  the 
bill,  entitled  "An  act  enabling  the  President  of  tbe 
United  Slates  to  make  lestiiutioa  to  tbe  Oovern- 
ment  of  DenniBrk  for  the  capture  and  condemna- 
tion of  tbe  Danish  brigahtine  called  the  Henrick, 
and  her  cargo." 

Ordered,  That  the  fVinher  consideration  of  tbe 
bill  be  postponed. 

Tbe  bill  for  tbe  encouragement  of  the  shipping 
J ; .r r  .!._  rr_:._j  <s.-, L..T 


n  of  the  United  Siaiea  was  ri 


order  of  the  day  for  Monday  the  31st  day  of 
March. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  incorporate  the  trus- 
tees of  the  Presbyterian  Congregation  of  Geoi^ie- 
town,"was  read  ibe  third  time;  and, on  tbequev 
lion,  Shall  the  bill  pans  1  it  was  determined  ia  the 
iffirmatiTe — yeai  16,  nays  10,  as  foUowa: 


YiAs— Mestrs.  Adams,  Baldsiin,  Bayard,  Oihnui, 

Hillhouse,  Logau,  Mitchitl,  Pickering,  Plumer,  Smith 
of  Maryland,  Smith  of  New  York,  Stone,  Tbruston, 
Tracy,  White,  and  Wright, 

Ntia — Messrs.  Andenon,  Bradley,  Condit,  Kitche], 
Maclay,  Moore,  Smith  of  Tennessee,  Smith  of  Ver- 
mont, SuDiter,  and  Turner. 

So  it  was  Reaolmd,  That  this  bill  pass. 

WEDHESDAr,  March  19. 

The  Senate  were  informed  ihai  James  Jace- 
aofi,oneortheirmembers,  from  tbe  State  of  Geor- 
gia, bad  dcQeased  the  last  night,  Whereupon, 

Jteiolved,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to 
lake  order  for  superintending  the  fanersl  of  James 
Jackson,  and  that  tbe  Senate  will  attend  the 
same ;  and  that  notice  of  the  event  be  given  to 
the  House  of  Representatives;  and. 

Ordered,  That  Ihia  committee  consist  ofMessrs. 
AMnEHBOK,  StMTER,  and  Whioht. 

Reiolved,  unanimougly,  That  the  members  of 
the  Senate,  from  a  sincere  desire  of  showing  every 
mark  of  respect  due  to  the  memory  of  James 
Jackson,  deceased^  late  a  member  thereof,  will 
go  into  mourning  for  him  one  month,  by  the  usual 
mode,  of  wearing  a  crape  round  the  left  arm. 

Tbe  Senate  adjourned. 

Thcbsdav,  March  20. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Rep resen  tali ree 
iafmmed  the  Senate  that  the  House  will  attend 
the  funeral  of  James  JACKSon,  Esquire,  late  a 
Senator  of  the  United  States.  They  have  also 
determined  to  wear  mourning  on  the  left  arm,  for 
the  space  of  one  month,  in  testimony  of  their  re- 
spect for  Ihe  memory  of  that  distinguished  Rev- 
olutiooarv  patriot. 

The  following  Message  was  received  from  the 
pREsibBNT  OP  THE  United  States: 
Ththt  Senate  and  Houteaf 

Hepmenlativte  of  the  Vmied  Statee  i 

It  was  reasonably  expected  that,  while  the  limits 
between  the  territories  of  the  United  Slates  and  Spain 
were  unsettled,  neither  party  would  hsve  innovated  on 
the  existing  state  of  their  respective  positiaiu.  Some 
time  since,  however,  we  learnt  that  the  Spanish  au- 
thorities were  advancing  into  tbe  disputed  country  to 
occupy  new  poets  and  make  new  settlemenla.  Un- 
willing to  take  any  measures  which  might  preclude  a 
peaceable  accommodation  of  diflerences,  ^le  officers  of 
the  United  States  were  ordered  to  confine  themaelvea 
within  the  country  on  this  side  of  the  Sabine  river; 
which,  by  delivery  of  its  principal  post,  Kaldiitocbes, 
was  understood  to  have  been  itself  delivered  up  by 
Spain ;  and,  at  the  aame  time,  to  permit  no  advetve 

Eost  to  be  taken,  nor  armed  men  to  remain  within  it. 
a  consequence  of  these  orders,  the  commanding  offi- 
cer of  Natcbilochee  learning  that  a  party  of  Spanish 
troops  had  crossed  the  Sabine  river,  and  were  posting 
themselves  on  (his  side  the  Adais,  sent  e  detachment 
of  his  force  to  require  them  to  withdraw  to  the  other 
side  ot  the  Sabine,  which  they  accordingly  did. 

I  have  thought  it  proper  to  communicate  to  (Con- 
gress the  letter  detailing  this  incident,  that  they  may 
fiiUy  understand  the  stateof  thiDg>intiiatqaaiter,«nd 
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be  enibled  to  make  aucb  proTision  foi  iti  security  as, 
io  Chrir  wudsm,  they  aball  deem  mffieJent. 

TH.  JEFFERSON.  ■ 

Mabch  19,  1806. 

The  Message  and  papers  accompaDjrin^  it  were 
read,  and  ordered  to  lie  for  considers tioo. 

FBI  DAY,  March  21. 

Tlie  bill  for  the  relief  of  Hamet  Caramalli,  ex- 
Bashaw  of  Tripoli,  was  read  Lhesecoad  time,  and 
passed  to  the  third  reading. 

The  Seoale  look  into  coDsideratlon,  as  in  Com- 
mittee of  tbe  Whole,  the  amendments  reported 
OD  thelSib  instantj  to  the  bill,  enlitled  "An  act 
CO  reptal  so  much  of  any  act  or  acts  9s  authorize 
the  receipt  of  evidences  of  the  public  debt  in  pay- 
meal  of  lands  of  tbe  United  Stales,  and  for  other 
purposes  relative  to  the  public  debt ;  and. 

Ordered,  That  the  bill  and  amendmeats  bere- 
ferred  10  Messrs.  Baldwin,  Tract,  and  Won- 
THINOTON,  to  consider  and  report  thereon. 

Mr.  WoHTtiiNQTON,  from  the  committee  to 
whom  the  subject  was  referred,  on  the  12th  in- 
slanl,  reporied  a  bill  making  provision  for  the 
defence  of  rhe  Territory  of  Orleans,  and  for  the 
disposal  of  a  part  of  the  public  land  therein;  aod 
the  bill  was  read,  and  ordered  to  a  second  reading. 

The  resolutions  proposed  on  the  17lh  insl.  rela- 
tive to  William  Eaton,  late  General  of  the  Array 
of  the  ex-Bashaw  of  Tripoli,  and  other  American 
officers  therein  mentioned,  were  read  (be  second 
time,  and  referred  to  Messrs.  Bbadlet,  Wbioht, 
and  Stone,  to  consider  and  report  thereoa. 

The  amendments  reported  to  the  rules  for  con- 
ducting business  in  the  Senate  were  read  the  third 
time,  and  further  amendment  proposed. 

Ordered,  That  the  further  constderation  thereof 
be  postponed. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  third  reading  of  the 
bill,  entitled  "An  act  enablioff  the  President  of 
the  United  Stales  10  make  restitution  to  the  Oor- 
crnment  of  Denmark  for  the  capture  and  condem- 
nation of  the  Danish  brigantine  called  the  Hen- 
rick,  and  her  cargo  -,"  and,  on  the  qnesiion,  Shall 
ibis  bill  pass?  it  was  determined  in  the  negative. 
So  the  bill  was  lost. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  RepresentatiTes 
iofarrned  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  patted 
"A  resolution  eipressive  of  the  high  sense  enter- 
tained by  Congress  of  the  disinterested  and  benev- 
olent aiienlions  manifested  by  His  Danish  Majes- 
ty's Consul,  residing  at  Tripoli,  to  Captain  Bain- 
Midge,  hia  ofScers,  and  crew,  during  their  captiv- 
ity in  Tripoli :"  also,  a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  au- 
thorizing tbe  erection  of  a  bridge  over  the  river 
Potomac,  within  the  District  of  Columbia ;"  in 
which  resolntioQ  and  bill  the/ request  the  concur- 
rence of  the  Senate. 

The  resolution  was  read,  and  ordered  to  the 
second  reading. 

The  bill  last  brought  up  for  concurrence  was 
read,  and  ordered  to  tbe  second  reading. 

On  motion,  it  was  agreed  that  the  amendment 
to  (he  Constitution,  proposed  22d  January  last,  be 
the  order  of  the  day  for  Monday  next. 


The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  regulate  and  fix 
the  compensation  of  the  officers  of  the  Senate  and 
House  of  Representatives,"  was  read  the  third 
time  as  amended. 

Resolved,  That  this  bill  pass  as  amended. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  third  reading  of  the 
bill,  eniiiled  "An  act  declaring  the  consent  of 
Congress  to  an  act  of  the  State  of  South  Caroli- 
na, passed  the  2Isi  day  of  December,  in  the  yeat 
1804,  so  far  as  the  same  relates  10  authorizinz  the 
City  Council  of  CharlestoQ  to  impose  and  collect 
a  duty  on  the  tonnage  of  vessels  from  foreign 
ports." 

Reaolved,  That  this  bill  do  pass. 

The  bill  to  carry  into  effect  the  provisions  ot 
the  8ih  section  of  tbe  "Act  regulating  the  grants 
of  land,  and  providing  for  the  disposal  of  tbe 
lands  of  the  United  States  south  of  the  State  of 
Tennessee,"  was  read  the  third  time,  and  (he  fur- 
ther consideration  of  the  bill  postponed  to  Mon- 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Ohio,  from  the  committee  ap- 
pointed 00  the  13lh  of  February  last,  on  sundry 
petitions  for  extending  the  limes  of  payment  of 
the  purchase  money  for  certain  oublic  lands,  re- 
ported that,  upon  recurrence  to  the  Treasury  De* 
partraeni,  they  find  but  eight  persons,  of  all  those 
subscribers,  owe  money  to  tbe  United  States  for 
lands  ;  and,  as  an  innovation  upon  tbe  system  of 
sales  of  lands  will  probably  be  attended  with 
many  evils,  and  so  great  a  proportion  of  the  peti- 
tioners are  not  purchasers,  and  can  add  no  weight 
to  the  application,  the  committee  are  of  opinion 
that  they  have  leave  to  withdraw  their  pelitiooa 
respectively.     , 

Ordered,  That  this  report  lie  for  consideration. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Ohio,  ^ve  notice  thathe  should, 
OD  Monday  next,  ask   leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to 
suspend  the  sale  of  certain  lands  within  the  State 
of  Ohio  and  the  Indiana  Territory. 
CHESAPEAKE  AND   DELAWARE  CANAL. 

Mr.  LooAN,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred,  on  the  38ih  of  January  last,  the  petiiioa 
of  the  President  and  Directors  of  the  Chesapeake 
and  Delaware  Canal  Oompaoy,  made  the  follow- 
ing report : 

That  it  appeare  that  a  company  has  been  incorpo- 
nited  and  established  by  the  concurrent  acta  of  the 
Legislatures  of  PemuylianiB,  Delaware,  and  Maryland, 
for  the  parpoae  of  cutting  a  canal  aeroei  the  isthmus 
■eparatiog  the  waters  of  the  Delaware  and  Cbesapeaka 
bays.  The  capital  of  the  company  consists  of  two 
thousand  six  hnndred  shares,  and  $SO0  constitute  a 
share.  The  stun,  af  consequence,  conteaiplued  to 
complete  this  work,  is  9520,000.  Of  this  sum  nearly 
$400,000  have  been  subscribed  by  in JiviJusJe,  and  be- 
tween five  and  six  hundred  shares  remain  unsubBCribed 
for. 

The  ntc  of  the  canal  hsa  been  fixed,  and  ite  embou- 
chures estaWiahed  at  Welch  Point,  on  the  Elk  river, 
and  Mendenhall'a  ferry,  on  Christiana  creek.  It  is 
intended  to  famish  a  navigation  to  vessels  draning 
Dpwards  of  seven  feet  water.  The  work  bas  been 
coninenced,  and  a  canal  to  supply  the  necessary 
water  to  the  main  csnal  has  been  opened  Irom  Iha 
head  waters  of  the  Elk  river,  nearly  to  the  Una 
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of  the  route  of  the  grand  canal.  Thii  canil  ofaup- 
plj  commanicatei  with  populoas  and  praduclive 
tracts  of  coantcj  in  the  three  8tal«B  of  PennijlvwiU. 
Delawire,  and  Mainland,  and  is  ealcnlated  Joi  barge 
aarigation. 

The  length  of  the  niun  canal,  ai  the  route  hu  been 
eatabliihed,  is  twenty-one  milea,  and  the  expeme  of 
cutting  it  is  estimated  at  ¥85,000  a  mile. 

The  oiinmittee  are  of  opinion  that  the  work  design' 
ed  to  bs  accompliahed  b;  the  Chewpeake  and  Dela- 
ware Canal  Company  ii  one  of  great  inlereit  and  im- 
nvtaiiee,  not  onlj  to  the  three  States  vhose  law*  have 
meorpontted  the  company,  but  generally  la  the  United 
SiMsa.  By  opening  the  proposed  comoiunieBtion  be- 
tween the  t»e  bays,  a  safe  inland  nsrigation  of  tW' 
tj-one  miles  mpplie*  the  place  of  a  drcnitons  and 
expoaed  navigation  of  Ctb  bandred-  The  large  tracts 
af  eotintry  in  Virginia,  Maryland,  PennaylTania,  Dela- 
ware, and  New  Jeraej,  connected  with  tho  water*  of 
the  bays,  will  be  fumished  withasafe  watei 


tion,  ind  will  im  mediately  feel  the  great  benefit  of  the 
work-  Id  the  event  of  a  war,  the  &cility,  celerity,  safety, 
and  cheapncsB  jn  the  transportation  of  troop*  and  ord- 
nance and  military  alores,  from  romole  parts  of  the 
United  Btales,  present  an  object  at  once  of  sufficient 
msgnitade  to  interest  the  General  Government  in  the 
Bnde«aking.  The  impcvtance,  howeier,  of  the  pro- 
poeed  canal,  though  great  in  itself,  is  not  justly  appre- 
ciated by  considering  it  as  a  separate  work ;  it  must  be 
viewed  as  the  basis  of  a  vast  schema  of  interior  navi- 
gation, oonnectiiig  the  waters  of  the  lakea  with  thoae 
of  the  moat  Southern  Stales  ;  a  plan  certainly  within 
the  compass  of  industry  and  art ;  and,  if  beyond  the 
plesent  tneaas,  unquestionably  within  the  growing  re- 
•onrcea  of  the  country. 

The  foUowiog  staiemeut  and  illustration  of  the  plan 
the  committee  have  extracted  from  the  memorial,  fur- 
nishing a  correct  view  of  the  subject,  well  deaerviag 
the  serious  consideration  of  the  Senate  : 

"  It  is  easy,  however,  to  see,  by  examirung  any  map 
<tf  the  United  States,  that  this  extent  may  be  carried 
much  further.  To  the  southward,  the  canal  through 
the  Diamal  Swamp,  now  in  execution,  will  open  the 
eommnnication  to  the  waters  of  Albemarle  Sound,  and 
from  thence  through  the  inlets  to  South  Carolina  and 
Georgia-  To  the  northward,  a  communiration  is  now 
nearly  opened  from  Albany,  up  the  Mohawk  river,  to 
Lake  Ontario  and  all  the  upper  lakes  ;  if  ■  similar  one 
be  made  from  Hudson  river  to  Lake  Champlain,  it  will 
extend  the  navigation  to  Quebec  And  to  the  east- 
ward, if  the  pass  from  Buzzard's  to  Boston  Bay  be 
epened,  which  has  been  contemplated,  it  will  in  like 
manner  extend  it  to  Boston  and  all  the  coast  of  Mss- 
•acbnietts.  TbuB,wIthopeninganly  a  few  short  puses, 
of  which  the  Chesapeake  and  Delansre  Canal  is  the 
great  and  prelimineiy  one,  a  communication  may  be 
msde,  nearly  free  from  ell  the  dangers  of  the  ocean, 
ilong  the  whole  coast  of  the  United  States." 

The  committee  are  of  opinion  that  it  is  among  the 
Erst  duties  of  Government  to  promote  public  improve- 
nents  of  a  general  nature.  No  work  deserves  the 
(baiacter  of  public  improvements  more  than  canals- 
The  one  proposed  by  the  memorialists  is  of  the  first 
dagnitnde  and  importance ;  it,  therefore,  well  deserves 
the  assistance  and  encouragement  of  the  GovemmenL 
Considering  that  a  lirge  capital  has  been  subscribed  ; 
that  an  expensive  part  of  the  work  ti  nearly  completed; 
dial,  probatdy,  without  the  countenance  and  aid  of 
Government,  the  work  will  cease,  to  the  loss  of  a  num- 
ber of  public  Bprited  individuals,  and  the  destroction 
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'  If  it  be  inconveniont  at  this  moment  to  spare  the 
money  from  the  Treasury,  ^le  United  Slates  have  it  in 
their  power  to  contribute  the  assistance  prayed  tilr  by 
a  grant  of  land.  The  grant  may  be  either  gratuitous, 
or  the  company  enjoined  to  dispose  of  it,  and  to  credit 
the  United  States  with  shares  of  stock  equal  to  the 
proceeds  of  the  land,  at  the  establiAed  rdte  of  $a00 
for  each  share.  The  committee,  thereforo,  submit  the 
following  resolution  : 

Rttoked,  That acres  of  land  be  granted  to  llie 

Chesapeake  and  Delaware  Canal  Company,  upon  IbuT 
giving  bond,  conditioned  to  transfer  to  the  United 
States  a  number  of  the  shares  of  the  capital  stock  of 
■aid  company,  at  the  rate  of  $200  a  share,  eqnal  ta 
the  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  lands  granted  to  them;  and 

conditioned  to  sell  the  said  land  within years,  and  - 

to  fiimtsfa  to  the  Secretaiy  of  the  Traaiury  a  true  ac- 
count of  the  lalee. 

To  the  honorable  the  Senate  and  Hotiso  of  Represaat- 
ativas  of  the  United  States  in  CoDgress  assembled: 
The  memorial  and  petition  of  the  President  and  Di- 
recton  of  the  Chesapeake  and  Delawara  Canal  Com- 
pany, respectfully  showeth: 

That,  by  sundry  acts  of  the  several  Legialatures  of 
the  States  of  Maryland.  Delaware,  and  Ponnsylvsnia, 
passed  in  the  years  1799,  1801,  and  1802,  a  company 
was  incorporated  for  the  purpoao  of  tbrming  a  naviga- 
ble canal  over  the  important  isthmus  which  separates 
the  Bays  of  ChesapeiJie  and  Delaware  ;  in  pursuance 
of  which  acts,  a  largo  number  of  subscriptions  were 
made  by  divers  citizens  of  the  United  States,  and  a 
Board  of  President  and  Directors  duly  elected  for  car- 
rying the  execution  of  the  said  canal  into  eSect. 

That,  in  purauance  of  their  sppointm^t,  the  said 
Prewdent  and  Directors  procured  able  engineers  and 
other  persons  well  qualified  to  make  the  necessary  sur- 
veys of  the  ground  and  waten  across  the  oDtreeaid 
tstWus  ;  and,  after  the  most  mature  deiiberation,  fixed 
upon  a  route  or  position  for  the  said  canal,  calculated 
in  every  respect  to  secure  the  great  and  important  pur- 

Cof  an  nninteiTupted  navigation ;  aince  which,  the; 
steadily  pursued  the  eiecution  of  the  said  work, 
and  made  conaideraUe  progreae  therein- 

Your  memorialists,  however,  have  already  experien- 
ced that  a  public  work  of  such  magnitude  and  import- 
t,  and  of  a  kind  nearly  new  in  the  United  States, 
require*  not  only  more  extensive  funds,  but  a  greater 
portion  of  fortitude  and  perseverance  than  the  individ- 
uals who  are  embarked  in  it  can  be  supposed  to  poa- 
sess,  and  demands  tor  its  support  the  aid  and  counte- 
nance of  the  public. 

They  aro,  therefore,  at  once  compelled  and  embold- 
ened to  apply  lor  that  aid  and  countenance  to  the  Le- 
gislature of  the  United  States;  and  beg  leave  most  re- 
spectfully to  mention  to  Congress  the  &cts  and  reasons 
which  appear  to  tbcm  such  as  highly  to  merit  the  atton- 
''  "  ■   '       '  of  your  honorable  House. 


economy,  and  particutarty  those  of  roads  and  ci 
have  been  so  universally  acknowledged,  and  they  have 
?come  so  much  the  objects  of  encouragement  to  the 
Govetomcnts  of  all  free  and  enlightened  nations,  that, 
at  this  period,  they  require  no  argument  in  their  sop- 
port  ;  but  your  memorialists  brg  leave  to  call  the  attrn- 
of  Congress  to  a  few  of  the  great  effects  which  are 
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known  to  have  bean  prodncsd  by  tbea,  and  puticululj  ' 
to  the  immoiM  wealth,  power,  *n(l  lewuroeii  whidi 
they  htTe  given  to  the  English  nation  ;  to  the  powerful 
riralabip  ind  leal  iiir  imitation  Which  (be  buctcbb  of 
them  theie  haa  ureated  in  olhai  nattona ;  to  the  unceaa- 
ing  attention  which  ii  bestowed  upon  them  throilghaut 
Eorope ;  and  to  (ha  connclion  which  eiiat*  in  everj 
oonatiy  there,  that,  witbtxit  an  attenlion  to  Ibeae  ob- 
jeds,  the  nation  who  ncglaeta  tbem  muat  not  only 
OMae  to  incnaae  in  iti  agricultutai,  cammarcia].  and 
manufacturing  importance,  but  muat  sink  below  the 
level  of  ita  neighbora  inita  political  coBaeqiienee. 

YoBT  memorialiata  apprehand,  that  if  eret  anj  coun- 
ty or  period  of  time  waa  mora  particularly  interealed 
o(  proper  tor  the  leakiua  encooragentent  of  theae  works, 
it  ia  tfae  United  Slate*  in  ita  preaeot  aitnatioo,  and  at 
ttu  pnaant  period. 

The  immente  public  wealth  and  prirate  bappineai 
wU^  agriculture  has  already  introduced!  the  laatex- 
lant  to  which  this  beppineH  and  wealth  ma;  be  car- 
ried ;  the  piogreaa  irhich  our  manafactu res  have  already 
made,  and  the  atruggles  they  are  yet  making  to  advance 
t«  Biatahty ;  the  resourcea  which  out  commerce  haa 
gi>cn  ua.  and  Ibe  rapid  increaae  it  eiperiencea  aa  fast 
aa  maona  can  be  furnnhed  to  auppl;  it — all  prote  the 
ttnhounded  apirit  and  ene^y  of  our  citiiena  in  every-  | 
thing  which  can  promote  die  private  or  public  good; ' 
and  diat  it  ia  only  from  (he  want  of  papulatjon  that 
■piril  and  energy  ate  repreaaed.  Whatever,  therefore, 
caa  tend  to  increaae  that  population,  or  whatever  arts 
and  improvementa  can  aupply  ita  place,  Euid  aieiat  the 
ptoductiona  of  labor,  are  peculiarly  appropriate  to  tba 

Ereaellt  period,  and  mark  it  out  aa  (he  moment  Ibr  pub- 
c  •ncoaragement. 
The  Bituabon  of  the  United  Statei  ia,  by  natare,  one 
of  Iharaoet  happy  that  ia  poeaeaacd  by  any  nation  of 
the  earth  ;  it  eltenda  over  ahnoat  eveiy  climate,  and 
ftrmiabas  nearij  every  produaiiHi ;  ita  many  noble  baya 
and  rivers  diffuse  fotngn  commerce  through  all  i(a 
eaatem  boundary,  by  which  our  wants  are  supplied 
with  the  mannfaclures  of  Other  nationsi  and  oar  pro- 
duce conveyed  abroad  ;  but  so  near  do  those  bays  and 
riven  approach  to  eadi  o^er,  (hat  nature  aeemalobave 
left  but  a  ftw  objects  for  art  to  accomplish,  in  order  to 
establish  the  incalculable  advantagea  which  domestic 
Mmmerca  and  internal  communication  will  afibrd,  by 
creating  a  unlveraal  interchange  of  prodnoe  through  alt 
parts  of  the  United  Stalea,  not  only  to  enpply  thereby 
oar  matual  wants,  and  grvs  (be  utmost  encouragement 
to  our  own  agriculture  end  manubctures,  but  by  ming' 
Ung  the  habits,  manneri,  and  inlereata  of  all  the  States 
together  in  one  general  commercial  and  social  intar- 
ooune,  nnite  (heir  affections,  and  more  and  nore  blend 
the  interests  of  our  common  country. 

Your  memorialists  beg  leave  to  remind  Congresa  that 
each  of  the  Statea  poaseases  so  many  local  or  domeatic 
objects  Ibr  the  application  of  their  reapective  reaourcea, 
in  opening  their  rivera  and  roads  to  internal  communi- 
cation among  themselvea,  that  it  seems,  with  propriety, 
they  look  to  Congresa  Ibr  the  promotion  of  those  works 
of  the  same  kind  whose  advantages  are  of  gener^im- 

a  the  Union,  and  juauv  de  '       '     '' 
great  national  objects  claiming 
General  Govern  men  L 

Such  is  the  openingof  the  Chesapeake  and  Delaware 
Canal ;  for  if  the  important  isthmus  between  those 
valers  and  another  between  Trsuton  and  the  Raritan 
in  New  Jersey,  which  ia  alao  contemplated,  be  reduced 
to  practicable  itavigation,  an  easy  and  direct  communi- 


caiiiin  will  Im  eataUisbed  Irom  the  aoulhern  limila  of 
the  Chesapeake  to  New  York,  end  fiom  (hence  by  the 
river  Hudson  to  Allnny  on  the  one  hand,  and  by  the 
Sound  to  the  New  England  Stales  on  the  other;  which 
communication  may  be  eitan Jed  bolh  (o  the  aouthward 
and  nor(hward,  so  as  to  form  a  direct  and  oaay  internal 
navigation  from  tlio  Lakes  of  Canada  through  the 
whole  eastern  baunilary  of  the  United  aiates. 

Ttie  easy  practicability  of  the  work  now  imHiediately 
placed  before  the  attention  of  your  honoraMe  Honae 
admits  of  prpo&  so  decisiv*,  as  to  banish  every  doubt 
of  ita  eisculioD  in  a  very  shmt  period  of  time ;  DOi 
doee  the  pajt  through  Jo[aBy,or  any  otbera  whidlhav* 
been  conMmplated,  furnish  any  of  thooe  important  dif- 
bcultiei  which  have  often  oocurred,  aad  been  aai- 
mounted  in  other  countriaa,  vrtierev  indeed,  out^  lioa 
been  the  improve  meat  in  public  wmka  of  thia  kind, 
that  no  difGcoltiea  seem  to  have  letaided,  or  bMu  nn- 
st(bdned  by  human  genius. 

The  utility  of  a  communication  through  the  Uruted 
Statea  of  the  kind  which  your  memorialiBls  have  men- 
tioned, ia  so  sreat,  and  its  description  dlRused  under  so 
many  heads,  that  the  detail  of  ihem  would  extend  lar 
beyond  the  limits  of  a  memorial ;  but  (he  more  import- 
ant parts  of  them  are  so  striking,  as  at  once  to  be  com- 
prehended, and  their  importance  appreciated,  Irom  the 
general  view  of  the  subject  which  has  (bus  been  pi ac«d 
before  your  honorable  Houae.  Your  memorialisis,  bow- 
ever,  leaving  to  yoor  honorable  House  the  appreciation 
of  those  advantagea  when  confined  to  a  state  of  peace, 
and  in  promoting  the  general  benefit  of  tlie  United 
Slates,  cannot  but  mention  the  immense  accumulation 
of  benefits  which  most  arise  from  this  internal  commu- 
nication in  time  of  war  and  hostile  aggreesion,  which 
il  may  be  our  lot  to  experience. 

It  ia  a  fact  well  known,  that,  during  the  late  Revoln- 
tionary  war,  no  cireumatance  Was  so  injurious  to  our 
defence,  or  so  much  aiaiated  out  enemies,  as  the  diffi- 
cult and  tedious  communication  between  tbe  Baatcm 
and  Southern  States;  since  the  advantages  poaaeaed 
by  tbe  enemy  at  aea,  to  block  up  our  poru,  to  conquer 
our  maritime  towns,  to  invade  us  innumerouipoaitioni 
at  once,  and  lo  convey  (heir  aoniea  along  our  cooat 
with  a  celerity  which  no  meant  could  guard  agoinatoi 
army  defend,  formed  almost  every  difficulty  and  tbe 
source  of  every  danger  we  eiperienced. 

Bui  if  the  communicadon  in  queetion  be  estalilished, 
not  only  would  internal  commerce  he  completely  re- 
tained, and  foreign  supplies  landed  in  one  Slate  be 
quickly  di^sed  through  the  rest,  but,  by  securing  the 
mouttis  of  a  few  rivers,  oar  citiea  would  be  protected, 
and  our  armies  conveyed  wherever  neceaaitj  ahould  call 
them,  and  a  cheap  and  easy  defence  ostabliahed  through 
the  Union. 

Vour  memorialists  fiirtber  beg  leave  to  atate,  that, 
though  they  have  eiarted  every  degree  of  attention, 
enterprise,  and  fortitude,  to  the  work  under  (heir  core, 
and  though  no  serious  difficulty  in  point  of  execution 
has  occurred,  yet,  without  the  continuance  of  public 
patronage,  and  some  aid  frora  your  honorable  House, 
they  have  every  reason  (o  fear  that  their  future  eSbrla 
will  be  unavailing,  and  the  progreas  of  the  work  soS' 


uDfortunately  depres*  the  hopes  and  overcome  the  el> 
ertions  of  private  support. 

Of  how  much  injury,  therefore,  (he  delay  of  tbia  im- 
portant work  will  prove  to  the  Union,  how  widely  the 
example  of  its  failure  will  increaae  tbe  public  despond- 
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anca,  and  protnct  Ibr  %  hog  peaei  ft-  yean  all  great 
nspnivraeRte,  yont  hoaonbtt  House  can  fnU;  judge. 

rear  mcmaiutiati  b^Jeava.  theielen,  moBtrsKpect- 
fullj  to  Mala,  nbetber,  among  all  thenumaroBiobjeDls 
itfpuUic  patTonige  and  eipeBdilun,  any  can  be  found, 
frhich,  in  paint  of  utility  and  greatoen,  more  forcibly 
invilea  the  attention  of  the  GoTernmeut  of  a  great  and 
free  eountiy ;  aad  to  piay  that,  Caking  the  premiaeB 
intoyoui  eerioua  conaideratian,  you  will  giant  to  the 
Chesapeake  and  Selanare  Cannl  Company  your  pro- 
tecijoa  and  aid,  in  euch  mannai  aa  tn  your  honorable 
Boom  may  aeem  most  proper- 

By  Older  and  on  behalf  of  the  Preudent  and  Dircclon 
oC  Ihfl  Cheaapeaka and  Delaware  Canal  Company: 
JOSEPH  GILPIW, 
KEN9BY  JOHN». 

The  report  was  ordered  to  lie  for  cod  aid  era  liOD. 

MoNDAV,  March  24, 

Ur.  BfiADLBT,  fVom  the  Managers  appointed  oa 
the  part  of  the  Senate  to  confer  on  the  amen d- 
roent  to  [be  bill,  eaiitted  '■  Aa  act  for  the  relief 
of  Peter  Landais,"  disagreed  to  by  the  House  of 
RepreiieDtatii'es,  made  report:  Whereupon, 

Aaohed,  That  the  Senate  do  adhere  to  their 
amendmenl  to  the  said  bill. 

Mr.  Tract,  fioni  the  commiUee,  to  whom  was 
referred,  on  the  SUt  instaoi,  ths  bill,  entitled  "An 
Mt  to  repeal  so  mticti  of  any  aei  or  acis  as  author- 
ize the  receipt  of  evidences  of  the  public  debt  in 
payment  for  land:<  of  the  United  States,  and  for 
Other  purposes  relative  to  the  public  debt ;"  toge- 
ther with  the  ameadmcDta  thereto,  reported  a  ftr- 
ther  Bmendmeni ;  which  was  read,  and  ordered 
(•  lie  for  eoDstde  ration. 

Ordertd,  That  the  bill  making  t^ovisipn  for 
'""e  itefeDce  of  the  Territory  of  Orleans,  and  for 


The  bill,  entitled  "Aa  act  authorizing  the  erec- 
tioD  of  A  bridge  over  the  river  Potomac,  within 
the  District  of  Columbia,"  was  read  ibe  second 
time. 

The  Pbesident  co^nmuoicated  the  memoriai 
of  the  Mayor  and  Corporation  of  Oeorgetowo. 
stating  the  damages  that  will  be  consequent  om 
the  passage  of  the  bill  last  read,  wbtcb,  together 
with  the  bill  and  papers  from  the  House  of  Rep- 
rewBtBtivasDnthesubject.  were  referred  to  Mes^^rs. 
BttTCHiLL,  AiiDBHaoN,  Bbadley,  Wbioht,  and 
TiacT,  to  eoaaider  and  report  thareon. 

The  pRtaiDBKT  communicated  a  report  from 
Ibe  Seentary  of  War,  on  the  petition  of  Gilbert 
C.  Rassel,  referred  to  him  for  coDSLderation  on 
the  14ih  instant ;  and  the  report  was  read,  and  re' 
Cnred  to  Messrs.  Andeiison,  Traot,  aad  Adams, 
with  leaTe  to  report  by  hill  or  otherwise. 

A  meetage  from  the  House  of  Repreteniatires 
informed  the  Senate  thai  the  House  have  passed 
•  hill,  entitled  "An  act  direoiing  the  Secretary  of 
the  Tieaasry  to  cause  the  coast  of  North  CaroU- 
■B,  between  Cape  Hatteras  and  Cap«  Fear,  to  be 
sarreycd,"  in  which  they  desire  the  concurrence 
of  the  Senate.  They  agree  to  ihe  amendmenta  of 
the  Senate  to  the  bill,  eniided  "Ab  act  relating 
10  boada  given  bf  mamhak,"  With  ameodmeDts 


thereto,  in  which  they  request  the  coaeurrenee  of 

the  Senate. 

The  bill  last  brought  up  (at  coDcuttence  waa 
read,  and  ordered  to  the  second  reading. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend' 
mentcof  the  House  of  RepresentaiiTes  to  theii 
ainendneot  lo  the  bill,  estiiled  ''Aa  act  relating 
to  bonds  giren  by  marshals,"  and 

Ordered,  That  they  be  referred  lo  Messrs,  Bat- 
akd,  Bradlet,  and  Baldwim,  to  consider  and  re- 
port thereon. 

The  resoluiioD  ezpressive  of  the  high  sense  en- 
lertained  by  Congress  of  the  disinterested  and 
benevolent  altenlions  manifested  bv  His  Danish 
Majesty's  Consul  residing  at  Tripoli,  to  Captain 
Bainbridge,  his  officers  and  crew,  during  their 
eaptiviiy  in  Tripoli,  was  read  the  second  Itme. 

Ordered,  That  it  past  to  the  third  trading. 

The  Senate,  Dccording  to  the  order  of  the  day, 
took  into  consideration  the  motion  submitted  on 
the  SSd  of  January,  for  an  amendment  to  the 
Constitution  of  the  United  States  ;  and,  after  de- 
bale,  the  further  consideration  thereof  was  post- 
poned to  Monday  next. 

Mr.  Bayard,  from  the  committee  appointed  this 
day  on  the  amendments  proposed  by  the  House  of 
Representatives  to  the  amendments  of  the  Senate 
10  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  relating  to  bonds  given 
by  marshals,"  made  report :  Whereupon, 

Reiolved,  That  the  Senate  agree  lo  the  two 
first  amendments  of  the  House  of  Representatives 
to  their  amendments,  and  disagree  to  the  last. 

A  message  IVom  the  House  of  Rep  re  sea  tat  I  Tea 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
the  bill,  sent  from  the  Senate,  eniiiied  "An  act  to 
regulate  the  layine  out  and  making  a  toad  from 
Cumberland,  in  the  State  of  Maryland,  to  the 
Sidle  of  Ohio,"  with  amendraenis,  in  which  they 
request  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend' 
mejil3  to  the  bill  last  mentioned,  and  they  were 
referred  lo  Messrs.  Whiobt,  Worthinoton,  and 
Tract,  to  consider  and  report  thereon. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  third  reading  of  the 

bill  to  carry  into  efiectti  " ' 

section  of  the  act  regul 

and  providing  fot  the  disposal 

ted  States  south  of  the  Slate  of  Tennessee. 

Ordered,  That  the  further  consideration  of  this 
bill  be  postponed. 

The  Senate  tesumed  the  third  reading  of  the 
bill  to  explain  the  Sfth  section  of  an  act,  entitled 
"An  act  to  divide  the  Indiana  Territory  into  two 
separate  governments." 

Resolved.  That  this  bill  pass,that  it  beengross' 
cd,  and  ibat  Ihe  title  thereof  be  "An  aci  to  explain 
Ihe  fifth  section  of  en  act,  eniitled  "An  act  to 
divide  the  Indiana  Territory  into  two  separate 
governments." 

The  bill  10  incorporate  a  National  Academy 
was  read  the  third  time,  and  amended,  by  striking 
out,  in  sectioD  one,  tine  three,  the  words  "  a  n»- 
lional;"  and,  on  motion,  ihe  tiill  wea  referred  to 
Messrs.  Braolbt,  Looak,  Baldwin,  Moonn,  and 
Hlllbqcsb,  to  consider  and  repoft  ihereoD. 


sumeo  tne  intra  reaaiog  ui  lu* 
;fiect  the  jirovisions  of  the  eighth 
I  regulating  the  grants  of  land, 
:  the  disposal  of  lands  of  the  Uni- 
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March,  1806. 


To  the  Senate  and  Houtt  of 

Xepramtativa  of  the  United  Sfalei  .- 
I  communicate  to  Congress  &  letter  recently  received 
from  the  Minister  Plenipotenliiry  of  the  United  6t>tes 
•t  London,  atating  gonie  drcumstancea  wbich  bear  re- 
latiOD  to  the  ■Dbjact  of  mj  mesBagea  of  January  17. 
TfaJB  paper  being  original,  and  to  be  communicated  lo 
both  HooMS,  the  return  of  it  ij  requeated. 

TIT.  JEFPBH80N. 


Tdesday,  March  23. 
Mr.  Wright,  from  the  committee  to  whom  were 
;esterdav  referred  the  araendmeDis  of  the  House 
of  RepreaenlBtives  to  tbe  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to 
regulate  the  layios  out  end  mnking  a  road  from 
Cumberland,  in  the  State  of  Maryland,  to  tbe 
Stale  of  Ohio,"  reported  the  bill  amended  accord- 


Mr.  Anoehson,  from  the  conimittee  appointed 
on  the  SOih  of  December  last,  to  consider  the  bill, 
entitled   'Ad  act  io  addition  to  'Ad  act  to  make 

ttovisioD  for  persoDS  that  have  been  disabled  by 
DOVn  wounds  received  in  the  actual  service  of 
the  United  Slates duriog the  Revolutionary  war," 
reported  amcDdments;  which  were  read,  and  or- 
dered to  lie  for  consideration. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  directing  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury  to  cause  the  coast  of  North 
Carolina,  between  Cape  Hatterasaod  Cape  Fear, 
to  be  surveyed,"  was  read  the  second  time,  and 
referred  to  Messrs.  Stone,  Baldwin,  and  Mix- 
CBiLi^  to  consider  and  report  thereon. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  ameodmenis  to  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  to  repeal  so  much  of  any  act  or  acts,  as  author- 
ise the  receipt  of  evidences  of  the  public  debt,  in 
payment  for  lands  of  the  United  States,  and  for 
other  purposes  relative  to  the  public  debt;"  aud 
having  adopted  the  said  ameodmenis,  the  bill  was 
reported  to  tbe  House  accordingly. 

Ordered,  That  this  bill  pass  to  the  third  read- 
ing as  amended. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  We  consid- 
ered tbe  amendments  of  the  Senaie  to  the  bill, 
entitled  "An  act  for  establishing  rules  and 

'-  ■■■ -    -    '      irmtes  of  the 

!i  they  agree,  and  to 

.,  — n They  agree  to  the  amend- 

is  of  the  Senate  to  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act 
to  regulate  and  fix  the  compensations  of  tbe  offi- 
cers of  the  Senate  and  House  of  Rep resen tali  res," 
except  to  that  which  goes  to  the  insertion  of  a  new 
section,  next  after  the  first  section,  lo  which  they 
do  not  acree.  The  House  of  Reptesentaiives  in- 
sist on  their  last  amendment  to  the  amendments 
of  the  Senate  to  tbe  bill,eniiiled  "An  act  relating 
to  bonds  given  by  marshab." 
On  motion, 

"  Tbsl  a  oommitlee  be  appointed  to  inquire  into  ^e 
(apedieacy  of  repe«ltiig  all  such  parts  MF  the  •everal 


acts  providing  (or  the  sale  of  the  land*  of  the  United 
8tat«s,  as  BUihorize  a  credit  on  an;  part  of  the  purchase- 
none;  of  laid  landi ;  and  tb«t  they  have  leave  lo  report 
by  bili  or  otherwise ;" 

Ordered,  That  this  motion  lie  for  consider- 
On  motion, 

"That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  Inquire  whether 
any,  and  what,  alterallou  are  nec««8ary  or  expedient 
in  the  lam  relating  to  the  District  of  Columbia ;  and 
that  tbe  committee  have  leave  to  report  by  bill  at 
otherwise :" 

Ordered,   That  this  motion  lie  for  iionsider- 

The  Senaie  proceeded  to  consider  the  last 
amendment  of  Ine  House  of  RepresentatiTea  to 
their  amendments  lo  ihe  bill,  entitled  "An  act  re- 
lating to  bonds  given  by  marshals,"and  yesterday 


greemeni  to  the  said  amendment. 

Tbe  Senate  took  inloconsideraci on  their  amend- 
ment, disagreed  lo  by  the  House  of  Representa- 
lives,  to  ibe  bill,  entitled  "An  act  lo  regulate  and 
6x  the  compensations  of  the  officers  of  tlie  Senate 
and  House  of  Representatives;"  and, 

Jteeolved,  That  tbey  do  insist  on  their  said 
amendment,  ask  a  conference  thereon^  and  that 
Messrs.  Tract  and  Bhadlet  be  the  managers  on 
the  part  of  tbe  Senate. 

Wednesdat,  March  26. 
The  President  communicated  the  report  of  the 

Secrelary  for  tbe  Department  of  Treasury,  on  tb« 
raemorial  of  John  Chester,  late  supervisor  for  the 
Connecticut  district,  referred  on  the  7th  instant; 
and  the  report  was  read. 

Ordered,  That  it  lie  for  conside ration,  and  be 
printed  for  the  use  of  the  Senate. 

The  Senaie  resumed  the  motion  made  yester- 
day, that  a  committee  be  appointed  to  inquire  into 
ihe  expediency  of  repeating  all  such  parts  of  the 
several  acts  providing  for  the  sale  of  the  luidt  of 
the  United  Stales,  as  authorize  a  credit  on  any 
part  of  the  purohase-money  of  said  lands ;  and 

Ordered,  That  the  consideration  thereof  be 
postponed. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  motion  made  yester- 
day, lo  consider  whether  any,  and  what,  altera- 
tions are  necessary  or  expedient,. in  the  laws  relat- 
ing to  the  District  of  Columbia;  and  having 
agreed  thereto,  Messrs.  Adams,  Baldwin,  and 
Wbiobt,  were  appointed  the  committee. 

The  Senaie  resumed  the  amendments  of  the 
House  of  Repreientaiives  to  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  to  regulate  the  laying  out  and  making  a  road 
from  Cumberland,  in  tbe  State  of  Mary^nd,  to 
the  Stale  of  Ohio  j"  and  agreed  thereto. 

The  Senaie  look  into  con  sid  era  I  ion  their  amend- 
ments disagreed  lo  by  the  House  of  Represent- 
atives to  ihe  bill^  entitled  "An  act  for  establish- 
ing rules  and  articles  for  tbe  government  of  the 
armies  of  the  United  Stales ;"  and, 

RescAved,  That  they  recede  from  their  am«id- 
menis  disagreed  to,  except  the  last,  on  which  tbey 
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RuUg  of  the  S««ate. 


Senatb. 


iDiisli  ask  a  cmfet«nce;  and  that  Measri.  As- 
DEKBON  and  Tracy  be  man8g«n  at  the  coDrerenee 
OB  the  pan  of  ibe  Senate. 

The  resolmion  expreisive  of  the  bjgh  sense  en- 
terlained  by  Congress  of  (he  discinsaished  and 
benevolent  attention  maniresied  by  His  Daoish 
Maiesly'9  Consul  residiog  al  Tripoli,  lo  Capti ' 


r  therein. 
RULES  OF  THE  SENATE. 

The  Senate  resumed  ihe  amendments  reported 
to  the  rules  for  coniiuctiDg-busiQess  in  the  Senair 
and  baring  agreed  lo  further  amendmeois,  ili 
rules  were  adopted,  as  follows: 

1.  The  FreiiilBiit  having  taken  the  Cbur,  and 
^aanaa  being  [veMnt,  the  Journal  of  the  preceding 
day  ahall  be  laad,  to  the  end  that  *n^  mistake  naj  be 
conecled  that  ahall  hava  been  made  id  ths  entries. 

S.  No  member  shall  speak  to  another,  or  otherwise 
iuteiTupt  the  buiioeBa  of  the  Senate,  oi  read  any  news- 
paper, while  the  Journals  or  public  papers  are  reading, 
or  when  any  membei  is  speaking  in  anj  debate. 

3.  Every  member,  when  he  speaks,  shall  address  the 
Chair,  standinginhiB  place  ;  and,  when  he  has  finished, 
shall  ail  down. 

4.  No  member  shall  speak  more  than  twice  in  any 
one  dcbkte,  on  the  same  day,  without  leave  of  the 
Senate. 

5.  When  two  laembera  rise  at  t^e  same  time,  the 
Resident  shall  name  the  person  to  speak;  but  in  all 
cases  the  member  first  rising  shall  speak  firsL 

6.  No  motion  shall  be  debated  nntU  Ihe  same  shs" 
baseeooded. 

7.  When  a  motion  ahsU  be  made  and  seconded, 
shall  be  reduced  to  writing,  if  desired  by  the  President 
or  any  meiobei,  delivered  in  at  the  table,  and  read  by 
Ihe  President,  before  the  same  shall  bedebated. 

8.  While  a  quesdon  is  beiore  the  Senate,  no  motion 
•hall  be  received  unless  &r  an  amendment,  for  postpon- 
ing  the  question,  or  to  commit  it,  or  lo  adjourn  :  and 
the  motion  for  adjaurnment  shall  always  be  in  order, 
and  decided  without  debate. 

9.  IT  the  question  in  drt>ats  contain  several  paints, 
any  member  may  have  ths  same  divided. 

10.  When  the  yeas  and  nays  shall  be  called  for  by 
one-GAh  of  the  members  present^  esch  member  called 
opon  ahall,  unless  for  special  reason  he  be  OTCused  bv 
the  SeDstfl,  declare  openly,  and  without  debate,  his 
assent  or  dissent  to  the  question.  In  taking  the  yeas 
and  nays,  end  upon  the  call  or  the  House,  the  names 
of  ibe  members  shall  be  taken  alphabetically. 

1 1.  One  day's  notice,  at  least,  ahall  be  given  of  an 
intended  motion  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill. 

IS.  Every  bill  ^all  receive  three  readings  previous 
to  its  being  psssed ;  and  the  President  shall  give  no- 
tice to  each,  whether  it  be  tbe  first,  second  or  third ; 
which  readings  shall  be  on  three  different  days,  uDless 
the  Senate  unanimously  direct  otherwise.  And  all 
leeolnlions,  to  which  a  concnrrence  of  the  Hmise  of 
Representatives  is  reqaiuts,  or  whiiA  may  grant  money 
out  of  Ihe  contingent  or  any  other  liind,  shall  be  treat- 
ed, in  all  respects,  in  tbe  introdnction  and  form  of  pro- 
ceedinge  on  them  in  the  Senate,  in  a  similar  manner 
with  bills. 

13.  No  Inn  ahall  be  committed  until  it  shall  have 
been  twice  read,  after  which  it  may  be  referred  to  a 
committee. 


14.  All  committees  shall  be  a^^inted  by  ballot,  and 
a  plurality  of  volea  riiill  make  a  choice.  But  when 
any  subject  or  matter  shall  have  been  referred  to  a  se- 
lect committee,  any  other  subject  or  matter  of  a  sun- 
ilar  nature,  may,  on  motion,  be  refeired  lo  such  com- 

i  5.  When  a  member  shall  be  called  lo  order,  he  shall 
sit  down  until  the  President  shall  have  determined 
whether  he  is  in  order  or  nol ;  and  every  queation  of 
order  ahalt  be  decided  by  the  Presidant  without  debate; 
but  if  there  be  a  doubt  in  his  mind,  he  may  call  for  the 
sense  of  tbe  Senate. 

16.  If  a  member  be  called  to  order  fiir  wordb 
apoken,  the  eiceptionable  words  shall  immediately  be 
token  down  in  writing,  that  the  President  may  be  bet- 
ter enabled  to  judge  of  the  matter. 

IT.  Whan  a  blank  is  to  be  filled,  and  diSerent  sums 
shall  be  proposed,  the  question  shall  be  token  on  the 
highest  sum  first. 

IS.  Nomember  shall  absent  himself  &0U  the  service 
of  the  Senate  witfaont  leave  of  the  Senate  first  obtained. 
And  in  esse  a  Icm  number  than  a  qnorom  of  (he  Sen- 
ate shall  convene,  they  are  hereby  authorized  lo  eend 
the  Bergeant-at- Arms,  or  any  other  person  or  persons  by 
them  suthorized,  for  any  or  all  absent  members,  ss  IIm  ^ 
majority  of  such  members  present  shall  agree,  at  the 
expense  of  such  absent  members  reapeclively,  nnlesa 
such  escBse  for  non-attendance  ahall  ha  made,  as  the 
tnate,  when  a  quonim  is  convened,  shall  judge  snS- 
!nt :  and  in  that  case  tbe  eipenss  shall  be  paid  out 
of  the  contingent  fund.  And  this  rule  shall  apply  ^ 
the  first  conventioB  of  Seikate,  al  tbe  legal  tioM 
of  meeting,  as  lo  each  day  of  the  sesaioa  sAer  Ihe  hour 
■  arrived  to  which  Ihe  Senate  stood  adjonrned. 
19.  All  bills,  on  a  second  reading,  shall  first  be  con- 
sidered by  the  Senate  in  the  same  manner  as  if  the 
Senate  were  in  aUommiltee  of  the  Whole,  before  they 
shall  be  taken  up  and  proceeded  on  by  the  Senate, 
agreeably  lo  the  standing  rules,  unless  otherwise  ot- 
dered.  And  in  the  absence  of  the  Vice  President, 
when  Ihe  Senste  consider  a  treaty,  bill,  or  resolution, 
as  if  they  were  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  the  Proi- 
dent  pro  temport  may  call  a  member  to  fill  the  diair 
during  the  time  the  Senate  shall  remain  in  Committee 
of  Ihe  Whole;  which  chairman  is  hereby  vested,  dui» 
'  ig  said  lime,  vrilh  all  the  poweie  of  the  Preaident  prw 
tempore,  were  he  to  remain  in  the  chair. 

50.  Before  any  petition  or  memorial,  addressed  to 
the  Senate,  shall  be  received  and  read  at  the  table,  wb^ 
iher  the  same  shall  be  introduced  by  the  President  or  a 
member,  a  brief  statement  of  the  conlenta  of  the  peti- 

memorial  shall  verbally  be  made  by  the  intn>> 
doctor. 

51.  When  a  question  has  been  once  m*de  and  cai^ 
lied  in  the  affirmative  or  negative,  it  shaH  be  in  order 
for  any  member  of  the  majority  to  move  for  the  recon- 
siderstion  thereof;  but  no  motion  for  the  reconsideTa- 

of  any  vote  shall  be  in  order,  after  a  bill,  resolu- 
,  message,  report,  eraepidment,  or  motion,  upon 
which  the  vote  was  taken,  shall  have  gone  onl  of  pos- 
session of  the  Senate,  nor  after  Ihe  usual  massage  shall 
have  been  sent  frran  Ihe  Senate,  announcing  their  de- 
cision ;  nor  shall  say  motion  for  reci»inderalion  be  in 
order  unless  made  on  the  same  day  in  whidi  the  vote 
I,  or  within  the  three  next  daya  of  actual  tae- 
aion  of  the  Senate  thersaAer. 

its.  At  the  commeneement  of  each  sevion,  a  com- 
naittee,  conaisting  of  tinea  memtMra,  shall  be  appointed, 
whose  duty  it  ehallbe  to  examine  all  bills,  ansod 
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TCsolntioni,  or  moliDns,  betbre  thxf  go  ovt  of  poasea- 
idoii  of  tliB  Senate,  and  to  mslur  jeport  that  they  »m 
Conectl;  engrossed';  which  report  sh&ll  be  enteled  od 
tila  jonmat. 

t3.  Every  TOl«*f  the  8«i»Mah»Il  be  entered  on  the 
journals,  and  »  brief  ataleinent  of  the  conlenta  of  eai^ 

Ktition,  iTtemoriBi,  or  paper,  presented  to  the  Senate, 
alio  inserted  on  the  joumata. 

a.  The  proceedings  ofBenate,  when  they  shall  aet 
in  tbeir  ExecuIiTe  capacity,  AbII  be  kept  in  separate 
•nd  distinct  boeka. 

Its.  The  proceedings  of  the  Senate,  When  not  acting 
as  in  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  shall  be  entered  on 
Hie  jonmals  as  concisely  as  possible,  care  being  taken 
to  detail  a  tme  and  accurate  aeconQt  of  the  piaccti- 
inga. 

26.  The  titles  irfb<))«,  and  euA  parti  (hereof  only  ai 
shall  be  affected  by  proposed  ameiidibenta,  shall  be  in- 
serted on  the  joumaJs. 

ST.  On  a  motion  made  and  seconded  to  shut  the 
Joora  of  the  Senate,  on  the  diMuasioli  of  any  bunoew 
which  may,  in  the  opinion  of  a  member,  require  secrecy, 
the  Vreeidenl  shall  direct  the  galitry  te  be  deared  ;  and, 
tering  the  discnssion  of  sock  motion,  the  doors  shall 
Mtiain  abut. 

89.  No  moliaB  ahall  be  deemed  in  order  to  admit 
•My  pfenon  or  peraona  whatsoever  wilhw  the  doors  of 
fte  Senate  Chunber  to  preeent  uiy  petittOB,  m^MOtial, 
ef  addrevs,  or  In  hear  any  auoh  read. 

St.  Messages  Aall  t«  sent  M  the  Ebnte  of  B^*> 
wntatjies  by  th«  Secretary,  who  shall  prBrionsly  en- 
inrse  the  final  detetminatioB  of  the  SenaM  thereon. 

M.  MesBBgeaseatfromthe  HodseofRepreaeBtatives 
by  thatr  C^ei^  shall  be  received  at  the  bar  by  the  Seera- 
tatyi  and  by  him  be  ddivered  to  the  Frendent  of  the 
Suiala. 

Si.  When  ike  Senate  are  equally  divided,  the  Secre- 
tary Shan  take  the  decisian  of  the  President. 
-    Si.  Extracts  from  the  Giecutive  records  are  not  to 
b*  Aimishei}  but  by  special  order. 

38.  AH  biHs,  after  the  first  readiug,  shall  be  printed 
fi>r  the  use  of  the  Senate. 

M.  When  nominations  shall  be  made  in  'writing  by 
the  Presid«nt  of  the  United  Statea  to  the  Senate,  a  fu- 
ture day  shall  be  uiigned,  unleaa  tlM  Senate  unani- 
mously direct  etherwrse,  for  taking  them  into  consid- 
eration. When  the  President  of  the  United  Stale* 
■kail  meet  the  Senate  in  the  Senate  Chamber,  Ike  Pre- 
■dcat  of  the  Senate  shall  have  a  chair  on  the  floor,  be 
MDsiderad  as  the  head  of  the  Senate,  and  bis  chair 
■hallbeaasigaed'to  the  President  of  the  United  Satea. 
When  die  Senate  sliall  he  convened  by  the  President 
of  the  United  States  to  any  other  place,  the  President 
of  (he  Senate  and  Senators  shall  attend  at  the  place  ap 
pointed.  The  Secretary  of  the  Senate  ahall  also  at- 
tend to  take  the  minutea  of  the  Senate. 

39.  All  questions  shall  be  put  by  the  President  of 
the  Senate,  either  in  the  presence  or  absence  of  the 
President  of  the  United  Slates ;  and  the  Senators  shall 
sjgni^  l^r  assent  or  dissent  by  answering,  viva  tou, 
«ye  or  no. 

'  S6.  AH  eon6dentbl  commnnicatioMmade  by  the  Preai- 
dentofOte  United  States  to  the  Senate  ahall  he,  by  (he 
■Benbers  thereof,  kept  inviolably  secret ;  and  all  tre«tie« 
which  may  hermfter  be  laid  before  the  Senate  shall  alao 
be  kept  secret  until  the  Senate  litM,  by  (heir  resolu- 
tion, take  off  the  injanctkin  ef  seer«cy. 

87.  Whenever  a  traa^  diall  be  laid  befim  the  Sen- 
Mt  fn  (Miftaalica,  it  riuill  be  nad  a  fint  time  £»  in- 


fbnnalion  only;  vAea  no  motion  to  rigeot,  ratify,  or 
modify,  the  iriiole  or  any  part  ahall  be  moaived.  Its 
second  reading  shall  be  lor  consideration,  and  en  aaub- 
sequra  t  day ,  when  it  ahall  be  taken  Dp  as  in  a  Gommine* 
of  the  Whole,  and  every  one  shall  be  free  to  move  • 
question  on  anv  particular  article,  in  this  fonn  :  "Will 
ttie  Senate  advise  and  consent  to  the  ratification  of  lhi> 
article  V  or  to  propose  amendments  thereto,  either  hj 
inserting  or  by  leaving  out  words ;  in  vihich  last  case 
the  question  shall  be,  "  Shall  those  words  stand  as  part 
of  the  article  T"  And  in  every  of  the  said  casea  the 
coDcnrrence  ef  two-thirds  of  the  Seaaitora  present  shall 
be  requested  to  decide  affirmatively.  A  nd  when  through 
the  whole,  the  proceedings  ehall  be  staled  to  the  House, 
and  questions  be  again  severally  put  thereon  for  <on- 
lirmttion,  ornew  ones  proposed, requiring  in  like  man- 
ner a  concurrence  of  two-thirds  for  ivbatever  is  retained. 
The  voles  so  confirmed  shall,  by  the  Homie,  ar  a  oam- 
mittee  thereof,  be  rednced  into  the  form  of  a  raMe** 
tion,  wi^  or  withoat  modifieations,  aa  nay  have  b««a 
decided,  and  ahall  he  prepoaed  on  a  snbaequent  day, 
when  every  one  ahall  again  l>e  free  to  move  amead- 
ments,  either  by  inserting  or  leaving  out  ■wiitis ;  In 
which  last  case  the  question  shall  be,  "  Shall  the  vratt» 
stand  part  of  the  reioliitieD !"  And  in  both  case*  tha 
concurrence  of  tw(»4hirds  shall  be  requisite  to  carry  the 
eflirmative,  as  wril  ae  on  the  final  qaestion  to  adviM 
and  consent  to  the  ratification  in  the  form  agre*d  to. 

38.  When  arty  question  may  have  Iwen  dedded  by 
the  Senate,  in  which  two-thfrds  of  the  raemben  pPeo- 
ent  are  necessary  to  carry  the  affirmative,  any  MtMhW 
who  votes  on  thst^side  whiiA  prtvailcd  in  the  qneetion, 
may  be  at  liberty  to  move  for  a  rejbnaideration ;  and  a 
motion  for  reconsideralioii  diall  be  decided  by  a  majoii- 
ty  of  voles. 

39.  Messengers  are  introduced  in  any  state  of  but^ 
ness,  ercept  while  a  question  is  putting,  while  the  ysas 
and  nsTssre  calling,  or  while  the  batlDta  are  oaUioft 

40.  When  an  amendment  to  be  proposed  to  the  (Mh 
stitution  is  underconsideration,  the  concurrence  ottwn* 
thirds  of  (he  members  present  shall  not  be  TeqursiM  to 
decide  any  question  for  amendmenb,  or  eitondiag  to 
the  merits,  being  short  of  the  final  question. 

FOREIGN  COINS. 

Mr.  AnDBiiaoN,  from  the  ccmniittee  lo  whom 
was  referred,  on  the  .34ih  uf  December  last,  the 
bill,  eDlJiled  "An  act  to  repeat  soraach  oTtheact, 
entitled  'An  act  regulating  foreign  c<M[i9,«Bd  for 
ottier  purposes,"  >s  >s  conlaiQed  in  the  second  sec- 
tion thereof,  made  the  following  report: 

That  they  find,  by  the  kw,  aforesaid,  which  passed 
on  the  9th  day  of  February,  1793,  in  the  first  secUoa 
thereof,  cqrtain  fijreign  coins  ore  made  a  legal  tender, 
at  the  rates  therein  specified.  The  said  first  sectloii 
closes  with  these  words,  viz ;  "  But  no  foreign  coin 
that  may  have  been,orAali  be  issued  subsequent  to  tb« 
1st  of  Jaoaary,  1792,  shall  be  a  tender  as  aforesaid,  UDtil 
samples  thereof  shall  have  been  foand,  by  assay  at  the 
Mint  of  the  United  Stales,  to  be  comtbrmable  to  the  re- 
spective standards  required,  and  proclamation  thereof 
shaU  have  been  made  by  the  Pieoident  of  the  ITnito4 
States. 

The  second  section  of  the  same  law  (a  repeal  of 
which  section  is  coatemplated  by  the  bill  relerred  to  the 
committee)  is  in  the  following  words,  viz  ;  '■  That,  at 
the  expiration  »f  three  years  next  enauinf ,  the  time 
when  the  coinsge  of  gold,  and  silver,  agreeably  to  Um 
act,  entitled  'An  act  establishing  a  Mint,  and  regulAt- 
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ittg  llw  eoins  of  the  United  State*,'  ihall  comment  at 
die  MiM  of  Ibe  UnitBil  StMes,  (which  time  ihall  be 
unooBced  bj  the  prodBituttan  of  the  Prwideet  of  tbe 
United  States,)  all  Ibreign  gold  caioB,  md  all  foragn 
bHot  coins,  except  Spaniah  miUed  doUara,  and  paitt 
•f  eucb  doUan,  riiall  -csam  to  be  ■  l^al  teoder  aa 


Tbe  conmitUe  fiod  that,  in  centequettee  of  the 
operations  af  the  Mint  haying  commenced,  tbe  Previ- 
denl  of  the  United  Btatei  did,  bj  his  proulamatjon, 
dated  the  Sad  da;  of  Jul;,  1797,  announce  the  lame, 
pumantto  the  directionB  ccntained  in  said  wcond  *ec- 
lion,  and  did  Ihereb;  give  doCicf  that,  in  conrarmity 
with  joid  law,  aQ  foreign  silver  coins,  except  SpanlBii 
milled  dollars  and  parts  of  luch  dollars,  would  cease  to 
paas  current  u  money,  within  the  United  States,  and 
to  be  a  legal  tender  for  the  payment  of  any  debts  or  de- 
Btattda,  aAer  the  16th  day  of  October  then  next,  and 
that  aH  foreign  gold  eoina  woald  oease  to  be  a  tender 
•I  dbrenid,  after  the  Slat  day  af  Jnlj,  in  the  ytar 
I7W. 

Hie  cDinimttee  find  that  no  prodamation  has  ever 
hem  made  by  the  Prcndent  of  the  United  8ttilo»,Hpon 
the  anbject  of  foreign  coins  which  msj'  have  iasued 
Moe  January  1st,  1702,  as  contemplated  by  the  first 
•ectian  of  the  act  aforesaid ;  nor  does  iC  appear  thai 
WKj  aMny  of  and)  coins  baa  been  made  at  the  Mint  of 
the  United  SlatM. 

Tbe  committee  £nd  that,  on  tbs  irst  da;  af  Febinuj, 
17A8,  Confnn  paaaed  an  act,  ai^ipUmaDtaiy  to  tbe 
act,  autiticd  "An  act  regulating  Ibreiga  soins,  and  for 
other  purposes"  In  the  words  foltoning,  ib  :  "That 
tfia  second  aectian  of  the  act,  eotilJed  *An  act  regulat- 
ing foreign  coins,  and  for  other  purposes,'  be,  and  the 
alme  are  hereby,  suspended,  for  and  during  tbe  ^ace 
of  three  years,  firom  and  after  the  Ist  day  of  Janaary, 
1798,  and  until  the  end  of  tbe  next  session  of  Congress 
thereafter  ;  during  which  time  the  said  gold  and  silver 
eoins  aball  be  and  continue  a  legal  tender,  as  is  pro- 
Tided  in  and  by  the  first  section  of  the  act  albresaid  ; 
and  that  the  same  coins  shall  tiiereafter  cease  to  be 
atMti  tender." 

On  tbe  30th  of  April,  1803,  Congress  passed  an  act 
to  suspend,  in  part,  Ibe  act,  entitled  "An  act  regulating 
Ibreign  coins,  and  for  other  purposes,"  in  thp  words 
Mowing,  viz :  "Thai  so  mnch  of  the  act,  entitled  '*An 
act  far  regulating  foreign  coins,  and  brother  purpoees,' 
as  is  coDtainad  Trithin  the  second  section  thereof,  be, 
and  the  same  hereby  is,  snspended,  for  and  daring  tbe 
spaeie  of  three  yew»,  fwm  and  aOei  die  end  of  the  piea- 
eat  a—ion  of  Congress."  Tbat-feasion  of  Conp^, 
tha  eammittea  God,  was  ckiaed,  and  at  an  sad,  on  th« 
MdajofMay,  ISOS. 

By  placing  in  one  Tiew  all  the  laws  upon  the  s^ 
jsct  of  foreign  «*ins,itBpfeanAat,if  tbefiirtseetiea  of 
the  bm  Bpon  tbai  (ubjeot  were  m«  in  fince.  no  fan- 
eign  coin  whatever,  which  baa  Unted  laite^vatt  to 
Ikefinl  of  January,  1793,  is  currebt  money  or  a  legal 
tender — not  even  punish  milled  dollars  and  parts  of 
dollaii,  imless  by  force  of  the  second  section  of  the 
■ame  law  ;  which,  if  suspended  or  repealed,  nil!  throw 
OHt  of  circulation  almost  the  wholo  of  Spanish  dollars, 
and  parts  of  dollars,  as  but  few  pieces  of  those,  or  of 
any  other  foreign  coins  of  a  prior  dsto  to  January, 
1T9S,  are  in  circulation.  Bot,  when  we  consider  the 
actpasRd  on  tbe  1st  day  of  February,  1T9S,  as  not 
only  snapending  the  operation  of  the  second  section  of 
the  act  Teguiating  foreign  coins,  but  poailively  enacting 
tkMall  the  foreign  eoins,  mantiened  in  Ibe  ftrM  section 


hereof,  sbatl,  at  tbe  end  of  the  next  sesion  af  Congress, 
after  three  yeara  frDio  the  Islday  of  January,  1796,  tmse 
to  be  a  tender,  it  will  be  discerned  that  tbe  fiivt  aectioa 
stands  completely  repealed,  as  it  respects  tbe  lagal 
tender  of  foreign  coins;  for  tbe  act  of  the  30tii  of  April, 
1802,  suspends  the  operation  of  the  second  saclion  only 
of  said  act,  without  reviving  tbe  first  section. 

The  legal  sUte  of  thinga  in  the  United  States,  in 
respect  to  the  currency  of  foreign  coins,  then,  is  as  fol- 
lows, viz :  From  and  after  the  3d  day  of  May,  1862, 
(the  end  of  the  session  of  Congress  mentioned  in  lbs 
act  of  February,  1798,)  no  foreign  coin  whatever  has 
been  a  legal  tender,  until  3d  May,  1805.  From  the  3d 
May,  1S09,  (at  which  time  the  last  suspension  of  the 
second  section  of  tfao  law  regulating  foreign  coins, 
expired,}  Spanish  milled  dollaia,  and  parts  of  such  dtd- 
tara,  have  been  a  legal  tender. 

With  this  view  of  the  subject,  which  your  comnuUea 
believe  ia  correct,  they  cannot  discern  the  policy  of 
rfjteattng  the  second  section  of  die  Mid  act,  as  contem- 
puted  by  the  bill  refitrred  to  Asm  by  tbe  Senate.  Wer* 
this  bill  lo  pass,  no  money  wouM  be  a  iegsi  tendtr 
to  aalisfy  debts  and  domanda  in  the  Unitwi^taa,  •£- 
eept  the  gold  utd  silver  coins  which  have  issued  fiwn 
their  Mint.    These  coins,  the  committca  believc; 


not  sufficient  in  quantity  and  valoe  for  a  eitealstilu 
medium,  without  Uie  aid  of  Spanish  milUd  doUaia  attd 
parts  of  each  dollars. 


But,  aince  such  great  quantities  of  Spanish  milled  dol- 
lara  have  been  exported,  and  are  still  exporting,  from  tbe 
United  Statas,  and  so  great  a  portion  of  the  remaining 
foreign  gold  and  silver  coins,  as  well  as  those  issued  t^ 
flie  United  States,  are  locked  up  in  the  cells  of  tfan 
banks,  already  numeront,  and  atill  irtcreaaing;  yonr 
committee  beheve  that  measures  OQght  to  be  adopted 
by  Congress,  to  increaselhequanlily  of  circulating  me- 
dium beyond  our  own  ooirM  and  Spanirii  mSIed  dol- 
lanand  parts  of  such  doltars. 

In  effecting  this  object,  ttie  committee  are  sensible 
that  cauliaD  is  reqnisita  to  prevent  coins,  vrUcb  majF 
not  be  of  a  standard  weight  and  value,  from  becoming 
a  cnrreocy,  especially  as  there  seems  to  have  been  no 
assay  of  foreign  coiiM,  wfaich  have  issued  aubseqaent 
lo  the  Ist  day  of  January,  ITS2. 

The  report  nae  ordered  to  lie  for  consjdetalion. 

Mr.  Tbicv  gave  notice  tbac  be  would,  to-mor- 
row,  ask  leave  to  bring  ia  a  biif  ia  addiiion  to  an 
ICC  estahligbinK  a  Mint,  and  Tegulatiog  tbe  coiu 
of  the  United  States. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  repeal  so  much  of 
any  act  or  acts  as  auiborize  tbe  receipt  of  eri- 
deoces  of  the  public  debt  in  payment  for  laodi  of 
the  United  Stales,  and  for  oiber  purposes  relaiive 
to  the  public  debt,"  was  read  tbe  third  lime.  And 
a  moiioD  was  made  K;  strike  out  tbe  second  pro- 
r'lta  in  the  bill,  as  ameadeH ;  and,  after  debate, 
the  Senate  oilJourBed. 

Thdrsoay,  March  37. 

Agreeably  to  notice  given  yesterday,  Mr.  Tkact 
asked  and  obtained  leave  lo  bringr  in  a  bill,  in  ad- 
dition to  "Ad  act  establishing  a  Mint,  aitd  rego- 
laiioglhe  coins  of  the  United  SlateK;"  and  the 
bill  was  read  and  ordered  to  the  second  reading. 

The  hill  mahtne  provision  for  the  defence  of 
the  Territory  of  Orleans  and  for  the  disposal  of  K 
pnrt  of  (he  public  land  tnerein."  was  read  the  sec- 
ond time  as  ia  Commiitee  of  the  Wlioie,  and 
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kavios  been  amended,  wis  reported  to  the  House 
accordingly;  and  on  Uie  question,  Shall  (his  bill 
pass  to  the  third  reading  1  the  Senate  were  equally 
divided,  and  ibe  President  decernliDed  tbe  ques- 
lioD  in  the  affirmative. 

A  message  from  the  HoDse  of  Representa lives 
infofined  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
a  bill.  entitled'-"An  act  lo  prohibit  the  importa- 
tion of  certain  goods,  wares,  and  mercbandise," 
■in  which  (hey  request  the  concurrence  of  tbe  Se- 
nate. They  insist  on  their  disagreement  to  the 
ameodmeni  of  the  Senate  to  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  to  regulate  and  fix  the  eotupeosa lions  of  the 
officers  of  the  Senate  and  House  of  Represenia- 
lives ;"  ihey  agree  to  the  conference  desired  by 
Ibe  Senate  on  the  said  ameadmeDt,  and  have  ap- 
poioted  managers  on  their  part ;  they  Insist  also 
otx  their  disagreement  to  the  last  ameodmeat  of 
the  Senate,  to  ibe  bill,  entiiled  "Au  act  for  es- 
tablishing rules  and  articles  for  the  goTernment 
of  the  armies  of  the  United  Slates ;"  and  they 
agree  to  the  conference  desired  by  the  Senate 
thereon,  and  have  appointed  managers  on  their 

The  bill  last  brought  up  for  coiicurrence  was 
read  and  ordered  to  the  second  reading. 

Mr.  Stone,  from  the  committee  appointed  on 
the  25th  instant,  to  consider  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  directing  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to 
cause  the  coast  of  North  Carolina,  between  Cape 
Hatteras  and  Cape  Fear,  to  be  surveyed,"  reported 
the  bill  without  amendroeot. 

On  motion,  it  was  agreed  that  tbe  third  reading 
of  the  bill  to  carry  into  effect  tbe  provisions  of  the 
eighth  section  ot  ihe  act  regulating  the  grants  of 
land,  and  providing  for  the  disposal  of  the  lands 
of  the  United  States  south  of  the  Stale  of  Tennes- 
see, be  the  order  of  the  day  for  lo- 


Fbidat,  March  28. 
Tbe  PresidAnt  of  th«  United  States,  on  the  Slst 
of  December  last,  approved  and  signed  "An  act 
supplementary  to  the  act  making  provision  for  the 
paymeatofclaimsof  citizens  of  the  Untied  States 
on  the  Governraeut  of  France,  the  payment  of 
which  has  been  assumed  by  tbe  United  Slates  by 
virtue  of  the  copvention  of  the  30th  of  April,  1803, 
between  the  United  States  and  the  French  Re- 
public." 

Mr.  Bhadlev,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred,  on  the  21sl  instant,  the  resolutions 
relative  to  William  Eaton  and  others, late  officers 
in  the  army  of  ibe  ex-Bashaw  of  Tripoli,  reported 
the  same  with  aoamendmenlj  which  was  adopted. 
Ordered,  That  the  resolution  pass  to  the  (bird 
reading  as  amended. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  prohibit  the  im- 
poriaiion  of  certain  goods,  wares,  and  merchan- 
dise," was  read  the  second  lime,  and  referred  to 
Messrs.  Baldwin,  Mitchill,  Sdmteh,  BiiAnLEr, 
and  Thacv,  to  consider  and  rejioii  (hereon. 

Mr.  Adams,  from  (he  committee  appointed  on 
the  26lh  instant,  to  consider  whether  any,  and 
what,atteraiionsareeipedient  iothe  lansrelatiog 
to  the  District  of  Columbia,  reported  a  bill  for  the  | 


Columbia,  and  far 

other  purposes ;  and  the  bill  was  read,  and  ordered 
to  the  second  reading. 

The  bill  in  addition  lo  "An  act  establishing  a 
Miniandregulatiogthecoinaofihe  United  States,** 
was  read  the  second  time,  and  referred  to  Messrs. 
Tracy,  Adams,  and  Kitcbbi.,  to  consider  and  re- 
port ihereuD. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  second  reading  of  the 
bill,  entitled  "All  act  directing  ihe  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  to  causelhe  coast  of  North  Carolina, 
between  Cape  Haileras  and  Cape  Fear,  (o  be  sur- 
veyed." 

Ordered,  That  it  pass  (o  a  (bird  reading. 
Tbe  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  th«« 
Whole,  the  amendments  reported  on  the  26th  in- 
slani,  to  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  repeal  w 
rauchof  the  act,  entitled  'An  act  refjulating  foreign 
coins,  and  for  other  purposes,'  aa  is  contained  ia 
the  second  section  thereof :"  and  theameadmenis 
having  been  adopted,  (he  bill  waa  reported  to  tlM 
Honseaccordingly. 

Ordered,  That  (he  bill  pass  to  the  third  reading 
as  amended. 

Agreeably  to  notice  given  00  the  21st  insCant, 
Mr.  Smith  of  Ohio,  asied  and  obtained  leave  to 
bring  in  a  bill  to  suspend  the  sale  of  certain  lands 
wiibin  Ihe  Slate  ofOhloand  ihe  Indiana  Territory; 
and  the  bill  was  rfead^^and  ordered  to  the  second 
reading. 

A  message  from  tbe  House  of  Represenialirca 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  making  appropriations  for 
the  support  of  Government  for  the  year  1806,"  in 
which  they  request  the  concurrence  of  tbe  Senate. 
The  bill  first  mentioned  in  tbe  meswage  was 
read,  and  ordered  to  the  second  reading. 

Agreeably  to  the  order  of  the  day  the  Senate 
resumed  the  third  reading  of  the  bill  to  carry  iaio 
effect  the  provision  of  the  eighth  section  of  the 
act  regulating  the  graDts  of  land,  and  providing 
lor  (be  disposal  of  tue  lands  of  ihe  United  Stales 
south  of  the  State  of  Tennessee;  and,  on  the 
question  to  agree  to  tbe  final  passage  of  the  bill,  it 
was  determined  in  the  ^rmatire — yeas  19,  naya 
11,  as  follows: 

Tiis— Messrs.  Adair,  Adams,  Baysrd,  Bradley, 
Condit,  Gilmnn,  Hillhouae,  Howland,  Pickering,  Smith 
ofMaryland,  Smith  of  New  york,  Smith  of  Ohio,  Smith 
of  Vermont,  Stonv,  Sumter,  Thruston,  Tracy,  White, 
■ad  Wright 

Nil! — Messrs  BaMwiii,  (HlUard,  fijlcfael,  Logan, 
.Maday,  Mitchill,  Moore,  IHumer,  Smith  of  Tannstsne, 
Tamer,  and  WwttbJnKtAn. 

So  it  was  Raolted.  That  this  bill  pasr,  that  it 
be  engrossed,  and  that  the  title  thereof  be  "An  act 
to  carry  into  effect  the  provision  of  the  eighth  sec- 
tion of  the  act  regulating  the  grftnis  of  land  and 
providing  for  the  disposal  of  the  lands  of  the  Uni- 
'd  Slates  south  of  the  State  of  Tennessee." 

Saturdat,  March  29. 

The  bill  for  the  regulation  of  the  fees  of  (he  a(- 

(orueysaad  tbe  officers  of  ihecMiris  of  (he  District 
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of  ColumbiH,  and  for  other  purposes,  wis  reid  the 
second  time,  and  referred  10  Messrs.  Adams,  Bald- 
win,  and  Wbtgrt,  further  to  consider  and  report 
thereon. 

The  bill.eDtitled^'An  act  m  ak  i  ngf  appro  pr  is  lions 
for  the  snppori  of  Qovernmentfor  iheyear  1806," 
was  read  the  second  time.  End  referred  to  the  com- 
mitieeappoiDiedthe2Bihof  Jannarf  last,  to  whom 
were  referred  the  report  aod  esiiraates  of  the  ap- 
proprieiioDs  necessary  for  the  year  1806,  to  con- 
sider  and  report  thereoo. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Comraiitee  of  the 
Whole,  ibe  ameodiiieiits  reported  to  ihe  biU,  en- 
titled "Ad  act  in  addition  to  an  act  to  make  pro- 
rision  f6T  persons  that  hare  been  diNbted  by  known 
droundsrecelredintheactualnerrice  of  the  United 
States  during  (he  Rerolulionary  tvar,"  and  it  was 
aigreed  further  to  postpone  ihts  bill. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  directing  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasary  to  cause  the  coast  of  North 
Carolina,  between  Cape  Hatieras  and  Cape  Fear, 
to  be  surveyed, "  was  read  the  third  lime,  and 
amended,  by  striking  out  the  word  "laying,"  line 
4th.  and  ioaeriing  the  word  "lying." 

Jletaived,  That  this  bill  pasa  with  an  amend- 
ment. 

The  President  laid  before  the  Senate  an  acconnt 
t  of  mooeys  expended  in  fitting  Dp  the  S«nate 
Chamberfor  the  trial  of  the  impeachment  of  Judee 
Chase,  signed,  for  B.  M.  Latrobe,  John  LenthaH; 
and  the  account  was  referred  to  Messrs.  Batard. 
Andbrsoh,  and  Shitb  of  Ohio,  to  consider  ana 
report  thereon. 

Monday,  March  31. 

Mr.  WoRTBiNaTOH,  from  the  joint  committee, 
appointed  on  the  13th  instant,  to  coitsider  what 
Msiness  is  necessary  (o  be  done  by  Congress  io 
the  present  lession,  made  repoii ;  which  was  read 
and  ordered  to  lie  fax  consideration. 

The  bill  to  suspend  the  sale  of  certain  lands 
within  the  Slate  of  Ohio,  aad  the  Indiana  Terri- 
tory, was  read  the  second  lime  and-  referred  to 
Heaars.  Shite  of  Ohio,  Bradlbt,  and  Baldwim, 
Io  consider  and  report  thereon. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  6f  the 
Whole,  the  bill  entitled  ;'An  act  in  addition  to  an 
act  to  make  piorision  for  persons  that  haTe  been 
dinbled  by  known  wonods  received  io  the  actual 
service  of  the  United  States  during  the  Revolu- 
tiooary  war;"  aad  having  agreed  to  the  amend* 
nenis  reported  by  the  select  committee,  tbe  bill 
was  reported  Io  ^e  House  aceordingly. 

Ordered,  That  it  pass  to  the  third  reading  as 
amended. 

Mr.  Tract  reported  from  the  Managers  ap- 
pointed oa  tbe  part  of  tbe  Senate,  to  confer  on  the 
amendment  to  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  regu- 
late and  fix  the  compensations  of  tbe  officers  of 
the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives,"  disa- 
greed to  by  tbe  House  of  Representatives,  and 
the  report  was  in  part  agreed  to^  and  the  further 
eoDsiaeration  thereof  poslp^ed. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  motion  made  on  the 
5ih  of  February  last,  that  it  be 


Seioltitd,  That  the  SerKeant-al-Amis  of  the  SenitB 
receive  foi  hii  attendance  at  the  Court  of  ImpeBcbmeat 
for  the  trial  of  Judge  Chase,  compensation  for  twenty- 
seren  dajs  attenJiutce,  at  the  rate  of  five  dollars  per 

Beioiiied,  That  the  assistant  Doorkeeper  receive  at 
the  rate  of  two  doltais  per  da;  during  the  said  tii^l,  to 
be  paid  out  of  the  contingent  fundg  of  Ifae  Senate. 

And.  on  the  question  to  agree  to  the  first  reso- 
lution, it  was  determined  in  the  afgrmaiive. 

And  on  the  question  to  agree  to  the  second  re- 
solution, it  was  determined  in  tbe  negative. 

Mr.  Anderson  reported,  from  tbe  Managers 
appointed  on  the  part  of  the  Seoate  to  confer  on 
the  amendment  to  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for 
establishing  rnles.and  articles  for  the  government 
of  the  nrmies  of  the  United  States,"  disagreed  Io 
by  the  House  of  Represenlaiires,  "That  tbey 
hare^ad  a  conference  with  the  Managers  on  the 
part  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  and  have 
agreed  that  the  Senate  recede  from  that  part  of 
their  amendment  of  the  vne  hundredth  article 
disagreed  to  by  tbe  House  of  RepreseniativeL 
with  the  following  amendment;  after  the  worit 
'army'  add  'but  tbe  manner  of  wearing  tbe  hair 
shall  not  be  considered  as  a  nart  thereof." 

And  on  motion  to  adopt  tne  report  of  the  con- 
ferees, a  division  of'  the  question  was  called  for, 
and  so  much  of  tbe  report  was  agreed  to  as  ex- 
tends to  reeedingfrom  the  amendment  insisted 
on  by  the  Senate. 

And  on  the  question  to  agree  to  the  other  mem- 
ber, of  the  report,  to  wit:  "but  the  manner  tf 
wearing  tbe  hair  ^ttll  not  be  considered  as  a  part 
thereof:" 

It  wag  passed  in  the  negative — yeas  9,  nays  31 
as  follows: 

YzAK — MessTv.  Anderson,  Condit,  Geillsrd,  HollaDd, 
Kitchel,  Maclsy,  Sumter,  Tracy,  and  Tnmer. 

Nil! — Messrs.  Adair,  Adams,  Bstdwin,  Bayard, 
Bradley,  Oilman,  Hillhooae,  Logan,  Mitchilt,  Moore, 


Btona,  White,  Worthin^n,  and  Wright. 

8o  it  was  Raolved,  Thai  the  Senate  recede 
from  their  said  amendment  disagreed  to  by  the 
House  of  Representatives. 

Tbe  bill  for  the  relief  of  Hamet  Caramalli,  ex- 
Bashaw  of  Tripoli,  was  read  the  third  time ;  and, 
after  debate,  tlie  oonaderation  of  the  bill  was 
postponed. 

Tne  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  Ibe 
amendment  to  the  CDnslitinioo,  submitted  on  the 
^d  of  January  last,  agreeably  to  the  order  of  tbe 
day;  and  tbe  further  consideration  thereof waa 
postponed  to  tbe  first  Monday  in  December  next. 

ToEeDAV,  April  1. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  regulate  so  mtich 

of  the  act  regolating  foreign  coins,  and  for  other 

purposes,'  as  is  contained  in  tbe  second  section 

thereof,"  was  read  tbe  third  time  as  amended,  and 


, .__ towhom 

the  subject  was  referred,  on  tbe  24th  instant,  r«- 
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ported  "a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Oilbert  C.  Rasset ;" 
which  WIS  read  ind  ordered  to  tfaeseocmd  reeding. 

The  Senate  peeamed  Ih*  report  of  the  cOmmk' 
tee  of  conferenae  on  the  ■■nendmeat  insiBied  oh 
bf  the  Senate,  to  the  bill,  entitled  "Aq  aet  to  re- 
gulate and  fix  the  compenratioa  of  the  officen  of 
the^Senate  and  House  of  RepreBentativw." 

Jteaotwd,  That  ihfey  so  far  recede  from  their 
ameoddieni  iDsisted  oo,  as  to  agree  to  the -modi' 
ficalioQ  reported  by  the  MaHAgera  at  ttie  confer- 
renee  thereon'. 

Id  (be  last  line  bul.one  of  the  said  first  section 
thereof,  aod  next  after  tbe  word  "  each,"  the  first 
time   the   word  occurs  in   (he  liu    joaert  these 


the  sane  linej  between  the  words  "(heir"  and 
"engrofsiog,"  insert  the  word  "other." 

The  bin,  entitled  "An  act  in  addition  to  an  aot 
to  make  praTiaiaa  for  peiwias  that  bare  been  dis- 
abled bj  bnown  wounds  reeeiTed  in  the'  aciiul 
•erviee  of  the  United  States  during  the  R«vo1h- 
ttonarf  war,"  was  read  tbe  third  tioae  as«meiided 
and  ^Bsed. 

EX-BASHAW  OF  TRIPOLI. 

The  bill  for  therelief  of  Haniet  Caramallt,  ei- 
Btshaw  of  Tripoli,  being  under  oOasideratioa,  oa 
the  (|Ueat40D,  Shall  tUs  bill  patsi  Mr.  Sbadlbt 
hariog  finished  bis  remarks  in  support  of  tbe 
bill — 

Mr.  AoAMs  said:— Mr.Preaideat,  when  tbe 
■uestion  was  pesleida^r  stated  fiom  the  Chak,  on 
U«  Gaal  psAsage  of  Ibis  bill,  and  I  found  myself 
called  on  to  record  my  assent  to  or  dissent  from  ii, 
I  felt  myself  boimd  in  duty  to  call  upon  tba  cotn- 
millee  by  whom  it  was  reported,  for  the  evidenoe 
upon  which  tbey  had  rested  the  ctaioi  of  Hamet 
Bashaw  to  tbe  grant  of  money  which  is  proposed 
by  tbe  bill  to  be  made  to  him.  Together  with  (he 
bill  the  eommitiee  bad  reported,  what  they  leriq 
"a  brief  statement  of  facts;"  upoa  which  they 
declare  the  bill  itself  to  be  founded,  and  wherein 
they  consider  hisotaim,  not  oD  thegeDerOBtty,bBt 
on  the  justice  of  the  United  States  from  bis  ser- 
vice and  sufferings  in  their  cause,  and  from  his 
having  been  deceived  and  amused  with  the  pros- 
pect of  being  placed  on  his  throne,  as  legitimate 
,  SoTereigQ  of  Tripoli,  and  frequently  drawn  from 
eligibleiiluatioasforthe  purpose  of  beingnlaile  the 
dupe  or  instrument  of  policy, and  finallv  sacrificed 
to  misfortune  and  wretchedness.  The  bill  accord- 
ingly makes  the  grant,  expressly  in  consideration  of 
bis  services  and  eufierings  in  our  cause  ;  and,  in 
voting  for  the  bill  as  it  now  stands,  I  should  con- 
eider  myself  as  sanciioiiing.  as  far  as  my  vote 
would  go,  the  report  of  tiie  comraiitee,  upon 
which  the  bill  is  foonded.  This  1  could  not  do 
without  further  information.  I  thought,  sir,  and 
kave  thought,  from  tbe  moment  when  I  first  sew 
the  report,  that  tbe  sutemenl  it  contained,  far 
from  being  supported  by  the  volumioous  docu- 
ments which  have  been,  in  tho  course  of  the  ses- 
sion, communicated  to  the  Senate,  respecting  all 
our  transactions  with  Tripoli,  was  in  manv  re- 
spects contradictory  to  the  whole  tenor  of  (lioqe 


docnments ;  mvfecoUeotiflDc^thedocDiiiants'W^ 
indeed,  only  of  their  general  tenor ;  for,  amidat 
the  pressure  of  the  varieus  other  importaat  buu- 
ness  which  we  have  had  before  us,  I  had  not  founil 
time  for  a  reperusal  of  (hem,  since  I  had  beard 
them  read  at  your  table.  Btii,  of  their  general 
complexion,  my  mind  had  received  a  idear  aod 
very  decided  impression,  with  whi<Ui  1  found  it 
impossible  (o  reconcile  any  part  of  ihecoromit' 
tee's  report.  I  presumed,  however,  that  tbe  com- 
mittee were  possessed  of  evidence,  not  yet  com- 
municated to  the  Senate,  which  warranted  them 
in  ibote  assertions,  which  all  tbe  papers  with 
which  I  had  been  made  acquainted  tended  rather 
to  disprove  than  to  confirm.  Tbe  chairman  of 
the  committee  has  this  dav  informed  the  Senate 
of  the  groaods  upon  which  the  report  was  drawa 
up,  and  has  communicated  what  be  consider*  as 
the  additional  evideoce  in  its  eupftort.  He  has 
also  ihvored  us  with  the  arguments  iiDon  which 
he  thinks  tbe  views  of  the  snbject,  taken  in  tba 
report,  are  fully  subetantiated.  I  regret,  sir,  that 
neither  his  argumeaM  nor  his  evidence  have  beeK 
satisfactory  to  my  mind ;  but  that,  aftjer  givinv 
them  what  I  deem  ttieir  full  shore  of  weight,  I 
still  remain  convinced  that  the  report  is  fouitded 
upon  a  supposed  state  of  facts  altogether  errone- 
ous, and  a  view  of  tba  whole  sul^act  altogethcE 
incorrect. 

The  merila  of  Hamet  Baehaw's  claim  upon  thtt 
United  States  must  def>ei>d  upon  the  aature  of 
the  engagements  coa(r«Gt«d  between  ibe  United 
Stales  and  him,  and  upon  the  traDsnctioQa  under 
those  eagagemeDls.  With  respect  to  tbe  nature 
of  the  engagements,  there  is  a  very  striking  dip- 
fereiKe  between  (he  ataiement  of  (he  committea 
and  the.staiemeo  t  of  the  President  of  the  United 
Strtea  in  his  Message  of  the  13th  of  January  lasC. 
The  statement  of  me  committee  is  as  much  af 
variance  with  the  ideas  of  Hamet  Baihaw  hiai- 
self  as  with  those  of  the  President,  and  equally  in 
opposition  to  ihoae  of  Commodore  Barron  and 
Mr.  Lear,  as  they  appear  in  Aa  i»iaied  papers. 

With  regftrd  to  the  ftcta,  material  to  conatitut* 
the  peculiar  character  of  (heex- Bashaw's  claim, 
the  statement  of  (hs  cemmiliee  is  no  leas  in  lac 
oaotradictiMi  to  the  statements  of  the  President 
to  the  acknowlelgmenis  of  Hamet  Bashaw,  ana 
to  the  tenor  of  the  most  substantial  dooamcatB. 

As  (o  the  nature  of  the  ensHgements,  the  con- 
mjitee  represent  Haraet  Bashaw  as  having  beea 
iaveigled,  deceived,  amused  with  promin*  toplace 
him  on  his  throne,  aod  Snallv  betrayed  and  sacri- 
ficed. TheyappMr  to  think  the  United  Statea 
were  bound,  at  all  events,  and,  by  their  exdasive 
exertions,  to  restore  him  to  his  dignity,  and  tbM 
the  nrare  act  of  withdrawiag.  ^eir  aid,  without 
accomplishing  that  object,  was  a  treacherous  vio 
ladon  of  their  faiib  pUghted  to  him. 

The  President's  Messaga  says:  [Mr.  Bbadlbt 
objected  against  (he  reading  of  the  Message,  aa 
out  of  order,  it  being  incompatible  with  the  rule* 
to  adduce  the  opinions  ol  the  Execative,  to  ioflo- 
ence  the  opinion  of  the  Sfmue.  On  appeal  to 
the  Chair,  Mr.  Adamb  stated  that  he  did  not  pro> 
pose  to  read  the  opiniona  «f  the  Exeetuive,  bnt  a 
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ftetmeai  of  facts  by  the  Sxeeatirc,  for  (he  pnr- 
pOM  of  drawrBg  that  it  wai  cootradictorir  to  tbe 
MatemeRr  of  fa«is  repoonl  by  the  committee, 
md  with  the  furlhef  View  of  showitig,  by  tbe  ac- 
knoffledgmeiit  of  HimeC  Bashaw,  and  ibe  other 
doenmeDis  before  ihe  Senate,  that  ih»  stalement 
of  tbe  Executive  was  the  correct  one.  The 
President  of  ihe  Senate  decided  that  he  might 
jiroceedj 

The  Presideat'e  Message  says :  "  Dartiix  the 
'  war  with  Tripoli,  il  was  suggested  that  Hamet 
'  ClramiUi,  elder  brolher  of  the  reigniog  Bashaw. 
'  and  drireii  by  him  from  his  throoe,  medilaCea 
'  the  recovery  of  his  iaberttauce,  and  that  a  con- 
'  cut  im  action  with  us  was  deiirable  lo  hira.  We 
^  emndered  thai  cMMrrted  epMStioiK  by  tbose 
*  ^vlio  taavea  cobhros  eDemjr  were  entirely  iiuti' 
'.finUe,  and  auKfai  prodaoe  eSecIs  faTorable  lo 
'  boifc,  witboQt  btDdJAg  etlb«r  to  gsarantee  the 
'  vbieets  of  the  other." 

Here,  sir,  from  tbe  IVsideDt  himw|f,  we  ate 
t(dd,  Dot  that  Hamet  Bashaw  bad  been'  deceived, 
tmmed,  and  "  drawn  from  eligible sittnttionB|"but 
tbai  the  concert  of  operations  was  first  suggested 
U  desirable  to  him.  Not  that^ihe  GoTernment 
ever  had  a  thotight  of  pledging  the  United  States 
to  test  ore  him  to  his  throne,  bat  merely  that  a 
eoaeert  in  action  was  iotended,  leHvine  each  party 
perfectly  at  liberty  as  retpected  the  object  of  the 
iii^«T.  Thecommitiee,iWefore,  have  altogether 
Bialakes  the  first  Dezotiaiions  with  Hamet  j  and 
Mr.  BatM's  lettert  of  the  fith  of  September  aad 
13lk  of  DecvMher,  1801,  prove  the  correctnew  oi 
ibe  Preatdent'e  Btatemviii. 

Tke  report  a£  the  committee  aaaerts,  ifaat  the 
agevta  of  the  United  States  n  the  Mediiemmean 
ifl  AagBM.  1801,  entered  iato  «  coBvemion  with 
Samet,  to  obraiti  a  permanent  peace  irith  Tripoli, 
•a  T^ace  the  ex-Btsbaw  on  his  throne,  and  procure 
indemnification  for  all  expense  in  efccoraplishing 
the  same.  That  this  agreement  was  renewed  in 
November  following,  and  that,  in  1802,  "when  the 
'  reigaing  Bashaw  had  made  overtures  to  tbe  ei- 
'  Baebaw  to  settle  on  him  the  two  provinces  of 
'  Detne  and  Bengazi,  and  whea  the  ex-Bashaw 
'  WM  oa  the  poiDl  of  leaving  Tunis,  under  an  es- 
'  e«rt,  fiHmibed  by  the  reigning  Bashaw,  the 


'  ed  States  wooM  e^lnally  co-operate,  and  ^ace 
'  Un  on  the  thrme  of  TripoU." 

Now,  air,  it  is  impossible  to  imdentand  tbe  re- 
^ri  any  otherwiie  than  ibieodiDg  to  eoavey  the 
ifca  that  theae  eaaveaiioBS,  made  by  the  agents 
•f  the  UBiled  States  wore  authorized  and  sanc- 
ttMwd  by  the  0«Ternmeiit,  and  the  ofi)n  of  the 
reigHBg  Bashaw,  tbe  escort,  the  settlemeal  of  the 
two  prvrne^  are  represeated  as  one  of  thote 
eligitte  HMatioDaj  which  he  waa  prevaited  upon 
lo  ■handoD  by  the  asMts  of  the  United  Sutes, 
with  the  pronise  of  tth  thnme. 

What  IS  itM  fact  ?  The  coov^ations  alluded 
t*  were  msde  by  Mr.  EaKra,  and,  inslead  of  being 
liWGrtfljqfreailTdiMVowed  bythiaOoT- 


[Ur.  WmMUBT  here  said,  that  Mr.  AvaMB  wm 


miataken ;  and  was  proceeding  to  object,  wbea 
the  PaHiDBrrr  of  the  Senate  observed  to  him 
tJMt  he  would  hare  ui  opporitinity  to  reply  after 
Mr.  Adams  should  have  finished,  and  desired  the 
latter  to  proceed.] 

.  Sir,  said  Mr.  A.,  the  chairman  of  the  commit- 
tee, the  gentlemait  who  drew  up  the  r^wrt,  will 
not  deny  that  the  eonrenttons,  of  nhtch  I  am 
speaking,  were  those  made  ia  1801  by  Mr.  Eaton. 
[Mr.  Bhabley  admitted  they  were.]  Well,  sir,! 
shall  now  show  yoa  that  Mr.  Kalon's  authority 
WHS  expressly  disavowed  by  this  QoTeroment. 

Mr  evidence  in  proof  of  this,  is  a  letter  from 
ihe  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  dated  28th  of  Augnst^ 
1804,  to  Commodore  Morris,  then  the  aotborized 
snperiDteadiog  agent  for  segotiatiog  wit.h  the 
Barbarr  Powers.  I  lake  it  from  a  paoqthlet,  pub- 
lished by  Commodore  Morris  himself  It  is  not 
among  the  documents  commuDicated  to  us  this 
OB  by  (he  President,. but  its  authenticity  has 
T  been  denied;  and  if  any  gentleman  hers 
qiiestioos  it,  I  shall  move  for  a  regular  call 
upon  the  heed  of  the  Navy  Department,  ta  re- 
move tbe  doubt.  It  contains  the  followiag  words  c 
"Id  adiusting  tbe  terms  of  peace  with  theDeyof 
'  Tripiui,  whatever  regard  niay  be  had  to  the  situ- 
'  BtiOD  of  his  brother,  it  is  not  to  be  considered  by 


Baton,  in  this  aSiir,  caDnot  be  eonsideredaa  an- 

tkortzed  ageal  of  the  Qoraraneot." 
At  the  same  time,  Mr.  Eaton,  Mr.  Cathcari,  a«d 
Commodore  Morris,  were  all  infonned,  by  de< 
spatcbes  from  the  Secretary  of  Stale,  of  the  real 
nature  of  the  engagements  which  this  Qovefo* 
meni  were  willing  to  make.  These  were  a  con- 
cert of  operatioae  in  measuresof  hostility  against 
the  reigning  Bashaw,  without  pledging  either 
party  to  the  cause  of  the  other. 

Let  us  now  see  what  was  the  real  oalore  of 
those  magnificent  oflera  of  the  reigning  Bashaw 
to  his  brother — the  armed  escort,  aod  the  two 
provinces — upon  the  abaodonment  of  which,  un- 
der  the  influence  of  our  agents,  the  report  raises 
such  a  fund  of  merit  and  sacrifice  on  the  part  of 
Hamet.  The  committes  take  this  eircumstaqce 
from  a  statement  made  by  Mr.  Eaton  to  ihe  Com- 
mittee of  Claims,  in  Febraary  7,  1804,  printed 
among  the  documenis  of  that  season.  Largely 
as  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  has  drawn 
fcam  that  statement  in  making  his  report,  it  ia 
singular  that  ibe  following  passage  in  it,  page  16^ 

"  MoantiiDC,  I  had  wiought  apon  the  Bej'i  Minister 
to  conntenaace  unl  aid  a?  pnijact,  in  nonsideratioD  of 
mv  pnHuisB  logivs  him  $LO,ttKJ,  on  cooititioa  of  his 
tdditf,  sad  in  case  of  its  auaceas.  1  thought  it  g«od 
pc4icy  to  secure  the  Minister )  not  so  mich  for  the  ser- 
vice he  would  render,  as  to  check  the  mischief  which 
seemed  impending.  Hs  coqfeased  it  Was  the  inten- 
tion of  the  enemy  Bashaw,  by  this  illusive  overtiire,  to 
get  possession  of  the  riTsl  brother  En  order  to  Jestro? 
Mm  ;  and  he  permitted  mj  drBgomsn,  under  en  injunc- 
tion of  secreej,  to  communicate  the  design  to  Hmiet 
Bashaw.    This  determined  him  to  go  to  Malu,  under 

pretext  to  Us  psople  of  evading  the  Swedish  and 
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And  are  these  tbe  OTerlures  ?  la  this  the  eligi- 
ble siiuaiioD,  of  such  precious  value  lo  ihe  ex-Ba- 
shaw, that  this  DBtion,  or  it^  Qovcrnmeot,  is  to  be 
char|fed.wi(h  perfidy  and  i renc he ry  because  oar 
accDts  prevailed  upua  him  to  abantioa  ihem? 
Eren  so  !  The  reigniog  Bashaw-sends  an  eKOrt 
of  forty  men,  with  offers  of  two  provinces,  to  his 
«xiled  brother,  for  the  sole  purpose  of  pelting  him 
into  his  possession  to  destroy  him.  Our  agents 
discover  the  pToject ;  apprize  'the  destioed  victim 
of  his  intended  fate ;  rescue  him  Irom  inevitable 
destruction — and  now,  we  are  to  be  told,  that  by 
this  act,  we  were  not  conferring,  hot  receiving  an 
oblipilion,  which  bound  us  in  honor  and  duty  to 
restore  blra  lo  his  throne. 

The  report  asserts  that  the  Committee  of  Claims 
exiireased  their  decided  approbation  of  Mr.  Eaton's 
official  conduct  in  these  transactions,  and  the  gea- 
lleman,  (Mr.  BRAm.er,]|  in  his  areameDl  this  day, 
has  very  strenuously  insisted  on  this  circumstance 
as  a  proof  that  this  Government  had  then  aaoc- 
tioned  them.  But  the  approbation  of  the  Com- 
le  of  Claims  is  not  thus 


pressed  in  a  manner  which  peculiarly  confines 
their  applause  to  hi*  official  conduct  in  nis  consu- 
lar agency.  He  was  Consul  at  Tunis,  and  the 
Secretary  of  the  Navy,  as  I  have  shown,  had  ex- 
plicitly denied  his  authority  for  bis  conventions 
with  Hamet  Bashaw. 

Thus  much,  sir,  for  the  nature  of  the  transac- 
tions between  theagedts  of  tbe  United  States  and 
the  ex-Bashaw,  prior  to  the  year  1S04,  when  Com- 
modore Barron  with  his  a(]uadron  were  sent  into 
the  Mediterranean,  and  when  he  was  vested  with 
discretionary  powers  to  avail  himself  of  Haroet's 
ccNtperalion.  and  referred  to  Mr.  Eaton  ai  an 
agent  sent  oiit  by  Qovernment  for  that  purpose. 

This  discretionary'  power  of  Commodore  Bar- 
ron, the  chairman  of  the  committee  has  this  day 
strongly  contended  was  altogether  unlimited,  and 
such  is  the  idea  given  of  it  in  the  report ;  but 
riiis  I  apprehend  to  be  a  mistake  of  the  utmost 
importance.  It  is  in  direct  conlradiclioo  to  the 
statement  of  the  President's  Message,  and  to  the 
testimony  of  Commodore  Barrpn  himself.  The 
President's  Message  says : 

'■  We  Bulhariied  Commodore  Barron,  then  proceed- 
ing with  his  squailron,  to  enter  into  an  understanding 
with  Hamet,  if  he  should  deem  it  useful ;  and  aiitwas 
represented  that  he  would  need  come  sid  of  arms  and 
ammunition,  and  even  of  money,  he  was  authorized  lo 
lomish  them  to  a  moderate  extent,  according  to  the 
prospect  of  utility  to  be  eipected  from  it.  The  io- 
■trucliona  of  J  une  6th,  to  Commoilore  Barren,  show 
dial  B  eo.operttt(in  only  was  intended,  and  by  no  means 
an  union  of  our  object  with  tbe  fbrtnnea  of  the  ei-Ba- 
riiaw ;  and  ^e  Commodore's  letters  of  March  S3,  and 
May  19,  prove  tint  he  had  the  most  correct  idea  of  our 


urea  already  pnimed,  u  well  as  tiia  aabjeet  of  the  co- 
operation general!;,  I  coneeiTe  we  ought  to  tread  with 
the  utmoM  caution.  It  is  far  &0111  oy  wish,  sir,  to 
damp  your  ardoi,  or  that  of  your  companiona  in  anna, 
b;  laying  too  great  a  streu  upon  tlie  cold  maiim*  at 
prudence,  nberelij  tbe  tide  of  succeaa  is  often  lost; 
something,  I  am  aware,  should  always  be  led  to  for- 
tune, in  enterprises  of  this  nature;  but  I  must  own 
there  are  certain  IbingH,  expressed  in  your  deipatchea, 
which,  when  brought  to  the  test  of  mj  instructioiu 
from  home,  gite  birth  to  feelinga  of  doubt  and  unrad- 
nesa;  these  I  deem  H  incumbent  on  me  to  point  out 
to  you  with  candor  and  eiplicitiUBa,  in  order  that  we 
may  be  fully  understood.  ¥ou  must  be  aeaiiUe  that 
in  giving  their  sanction  to  a  co-opention  with  the  eiUed 
Bashaw,  GovenimeDt  did  not  contemplate  the  meaaure 
as  leading,  necessarily  and  abeolvtely,  to  a  i^nitat^ 
ment  of  that  prince  m  lus  li^ta  on  the  Regency  «f 


then  reduced  to  wiiting.    Here  the  Commodon 
says: 
"In  the  point  trf  view  in  which  I  regard  the  mea» 


and  enterprise  in  the  exile,  and  attachment  to  his  per- 
son on  the  part  of  hia  former  aubjecls,  might  be  employed 
to  the  common  fiirtherance  and  advantage  of  his  claim* 
and  our  cause,  but  without  meaning  to  fetter  them- 
selves bj  an;  specific  and  definite  attainment  as  an 
1,  which  the  tenor  of  my  inatruclionB  and  the  limited 
appropriated  for  that  special  purpose,  clearly  do- 
itrate.  I  fear,  bj  the  convention  which  jou  were 
about  to  enter  into  with  Hunet,  and  b;  the  complciiail 
of  other  measures,  that  a  wider  range  may  have  been 
token  than  is  conaiatent  with  the  powers  vested  in  m« 
for  that  particular  object  'These  apprehensions  may, 
perhaps,  prove  groundless,  on  fntther  repreaentatiaiu 
from  you ;  but,  under  my  present  impressions,  I  foel  it 
I  my  duty  lo  state,  ex)riicitl;,  that  I  must  wiflihold  mj 
sanction  lo  any  convention  or  agreement  iiiliiiiiitliBa 
the  United  State*,  or  tending  la  impreai  upon  Hamet 
Bashaw  a  conviction  that  we  have  bound  omaelvw  to 
place  him  upon  the  throne.  The  consequences  involv- 
ed in  soch  an  engagement  cannot  but  sttilui  you  fbrci- 
bly,  and  a  general  view  of  our  situation,  in  relalion  to 
the  reigning  Ba:>haw  and  our  unfortunate  countrymen 
in  Tripoli,  mill  he  sufficient  to  mark  ita  incipediencj, 

"  I  wish  yon  to  Understand  that  no  guarantee  or  en- 
gagement to  tbe  exited  Prince,  whose  cause,  I  must 
repeat,  we  are  only  favoring  aa  an  initmment  to  our  ad- 
vantage, and  not  as  an  end  in  itself,  must  be  held  to 
stand  in  (he  way  of  our  acquiescence  to  any  honormblo 
and  advantageous  terms  of  acoommodation  whidi  tho 
reigning  Bashaw  may  be  induced  to  propose;  aneh 
terms  being  once  oflTered  and  accepted  by  the  Tepra- 
■entative  of  Qovernment  appointed  to  treat  of  peace, 
OUT  support  to  the  ex-Bashaw  mOst  neeeaaariiy  Goaa«." 

This  letter  was  written  upwards  of  a  month  be- 
fore the  capture  of  Derne.  I  have  rend  thua  much 
of  it,  beeau^e  it  elucidates  most  clearly  what  the 
intention  of  the  Government  was,  and  shows  that 
this  intention  was  perfectly  well  understood  bf 
Commodore  Barron.  Mr.  Baton  also  was  awmre 
that  the  discretion  of  the  Commodore  was  by  no 
means  unlimited  as  to-  tbe  sum  of  mooey  appro- 
priated to  this  ohiect.  That  sum  was  twenty 
thoQtand  dollars ;  but  after  the  capture  of  Dernc 
he  answered  the  Conimodore's  letter ;  informed 
him  that  nearly  thirty  ibouaonddollars  had  been  al- 
ready spent  in  getting  thua.far;  called  for  a  further 
large  supply  for  the  par poM  of  reaching  the  galea 
of  Tripoli,  and  even  when  arrived  there,  expect* 
the  Bubaw  could  "xfiect  little,  vitbout  more 
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'  milidrv  lalenis  and  finnoesc  fhan  exists  either  in 
■  himself  or  the  hordes  of  Arabs  who  allich  tbem- 

Tbe  Commodore's  leller  of  May  19,  is  in  reply 
to  ibis,  and  says: 

"  The  bbsineu  ii  now  aniTed  at  thai  point  where, 
if  the  Ei-Badiaw,  after  being  put  in  ppssession  of 
Dcme,  his  fonner  gDVcmment,  and  IhediRrict  in  which 
hu  intereat  is  niMt  poweiful,  hu  not  in  himself  energy 
■nd  talent,  and  is  so  destitute  of  means  and  resoorcea, 
■■  DDl  to  be  ^le  to  move  on  with  Buccessful  progress, 
or  naf«l  fuce  acting  on  the  coast,  hs 
■t  be  held  nnworthj  of  farther  support,  and  the  co- 
operation *■  a  measure  tooeipenaive  and  bDrdenBome, 
knd  loo  liule  pregnant  with  hope  or  advantage,  to  jo*- 
tifr  its  ftuther  pmaecutian  ;  for  wlutever,  or,  ma;  hava 
been  once  the  intentions  of  Government  oo  thia  aubject, 
and  whetcTer  jour  ideas  touching  those  intentions,  I 
Icel  that  I  haia  alieadj  gone  lo  the  taW  extent  of  taj 
andiorilj.  The  instiuctions  from  the  Nav;  Depait- 
ment,  an  Ibis  psnicultir  point,  with  which  ; au  are  not 
unacquainted,  (all  short  of  that  uulinilted  diacretion  and 
power  of  application,  as  rclatea  lo  funcla,  insiflled  on  in 
jour  letter,  and  are  totally  ailent  in  regard  to  (he  quan- 
titj  and  description  of  supplies  and  stores,  which  jon 
mention  to  have  been  in  Ole  contemplstian  of  Govern- 
ment to  fiirniah  to  the  Bubaw." 

Thus,  sir,  (he  discretionary  power  of  Cotnmo- 
ioK  Barron,  to  avail  himself  of  Hamet's  co-ope- 
radoD,  wan  no(  unlimiied — neiiher  by  (be  inten- 
tion 01  the  Executire,  nor  in  his  owe  understand' 
ing.  It  was  limited  both  as  lo  ibe  natute  of  the 
engagement  be  was  to  coDiract,  and  as  to  the  sum 
appropriated  for  (he  purpose;  co-opeiation  is  a 
lermof  recinroeal  import — it  ceftaioly  means  that 
there  sbould  be  some  operation  on  both  sides.  The 
(>peratioD  in  (his  case  by  sea,  was  lo  be  conducted 
entirely  and  exclusively  by  the  squadron  of  tbe 
United  Stales.  Hamet  Bashaw  could  conttibote, 
tod  was  expected  to  contribute,  nothiog  to  that. 
His  operation  was  to  be  by  land  ;  and,  upon  prin- 
ciples of  ordinary  reciprocity,  it  might  have  been 
required  that  this  also  should  be  exclusively  at 
his  expense.  The  Qovernmeni,  hot^rever,  were 
willing  to  furnish  him  some  aid  even  there.  And 
tbe  sum  of  twenty  thousand  dollars  had  been  ap- 
propriated for  that  purpose.  This  wasgoineasfar 
as  prudence  would  warr^ot,  or  as  good  faith  could 
require.  Hamet  himself  could  have  entertained 
no  other  expectadoo,  since,  in  bis  letter  (o  Mr. 
Baton,  of  3d  January,  be  says :  "Your  operations 
shottld  be  carried  oo  by  sea ;  mine  by  land."  And 
even  after  (he  peace  was  made,  in  his  letter  to 
Ur.  EatOD,  of  SOth  June,  he  acknowledges,  as 
elesily  as  language  can  express  it,  that  the  failure 
of  to-operaiion  was  not  on  our  part,  but  his  own  ; 
that  his  means  had  not  been  found  to  answer  our 
reasonable  expectations;  and  that  he  was  ''satis- 
fied «itb  all  our  nation  has  done  conceiniog  him." 

Indeed,  sir,  1  koow  not  upon  what  principle  ol 
common  sense,  Commodore  Barron  could  have 
^ven  (a  his  insiroctioas  that  unbounded  exten- 
sion which  the  committee  has  found  in  th«D. 
The  sobject  of  availing  himself  of  Hamet's  co- 

rtioa,  was  commt((ed  enlitely  to  his  discre- 
asd  tSOjOOO  were  ^aced  at  bis  dispoMl  for 


that  purpose.  Could  be  poMibly  nnderstand  by 
this,  that  after  $30,000  bad  been  expended  in  get- 
ting (be  ex-Bashaw  to  Derne,  $50,000  more  should 
be  called  for  lo  carry  him  before  the  walls  of 
Tripoli,  and  then  be  able  to  do  nothing  unless 
-men  were  furnished  from  the  squadron  to  lead  a 
coupdtntain?  Whatsortof  co-operation  is  this, 
in  which,  one  party  dots  everything  and  the  other 
thing  7  Was  it  possible  for  the  CiHnmodora  to 
suppose  that  the  co-operation  was  to  be  with  our- 
selves 1  and  that  the  meaning  of  "  your  operations 
are  to  be  by  sea,  and  mine  by  land,"  is,  your  ope- 
rations are  to  be  both  by  sea  and  land  ;  mine  by 
neither ! 

The  next  assertion  of  the  report,  for  proof  of 
which  I  aia  still  to  inquire,  is,  that  even  after  the 
aid  of  the  Americans  was  withdrawn  from  Hamet 
Bashaw,  he  "  would,  without  the  hazard  of  a  re- 
'  pulse,  nave  marched  to  (he  throne  of  Tripoli, 
'  bad  he  been  supported  by  the  co-operation  of  tba 
'  American  squadron,  which  in  honor  and  good 
'  faith  he  had  a  right  to  expect."  Compare  (his, 
sir,  with  (hestatement  in  the  President's  Message: 
"  In  the  event  it  was  found  that,  after  placing  the 
'  ex-Bash^  in  possession  of  Derne,  one  of  tbe 
'  most  important  cities  and  provinces  of  thecoun- 
'  try,  where  he  bad  resided  himself  as  Governor, 
'  he  was  totally  unable  to  command  any  resources, 
'  or  (o  bear  any  part  in  co-operation  with  t:s.  This 
'  hope  was  then  at  an  end ;  and  we  certainly  had 
'  never  contemplated,  nor  were  we  prepared,  to 
'  land  an  army  of  our  own,  or  to  raise,  pay,  or 
'  subsist  an  army  of  Arabs,  to  march  from 
'  Derne  to  Tripoli,  and  to  carry  on  a  laud  war, 
'at  such  a  distance  frotn  our  resources.  Our 
'  means  and  our  authority  were  merely  naval ; 
'  and  that  such  were  the  expectations  of  Hamei, 
'  his  letter  of  June  29  is  an  unequivocal  acknow- 

If  Hamel,  after  the  capture  of  Derne,  Was  to- 
tally uoable  (o  command  an;  resources,  or  bear 
any  part  in  co-operation  with  us,  how  cau  it  be 
Said  (hat  he  would,  wi(hout  (he  hazard  of  a  re- 

Eulse,  have  marched  to  tbe  throne  of  Tripoli  had 
e  been  supported  by  tbe  co-operation  of  our 
squadron  7  But,  further,  I  ask  what  were  the 
means,  wbai  were  the  resources,  of  this  sovereign 
Piince,  from  (be  hour  when  Mr.  Eaton  received 
his  orders  lo  withdraw  from  him  7  The  eveot 
sir,  i*  worth  a  thousand  arguments.  He  could 
not  support  himself  a  day.  He  was  compelled 
to  take  instantaneous  refage  on  board  our  vesseb, 
and  was  saved  frooi  destruction  only  by  being 
brought  away.  Does  this  look  like  marching  lo  the 
throne  of  Tripoli  1 

The  next,  and  most  exceptionable  of  all  the 
errors  contained  in  this  report,  is  tbe  imputation 
it  casts  upon  tbe  characters,  and  (be  wounds  it 
must  inflict  upon  tbe  feelings,  of  highly  confideu' 
(ial  officers  of  ibis  Government — one  of  then)  ab- 
sent from  the  country,  at  (he  distance  of  four  ihou; 
sand  miles,  unable  to  defend  himself,  and  with- 
out a. friend,  to  my  knowledge,  to  defend  him  here. 
The  other  an  officer  universally  respected,  labor- 
ing under  a  long  and  painful  illness,  whose  infirm- 
ities sbouM  rather  bave  added  sanctity   to  the 
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clttim  of  delicacy  with  wKich  iodividual  charac- 
ter ought  to  be  Ireatfd. 

[Mr.  Whiqht  here  aaid  the  report  was  misrep- 
lesented.  That  he  bad  treaied  Commodore  Bar- 
ron's chaiacter  *1ih  perfect  respect.J 

Mr.  AoAina  reiunied.  I  am  aware.^ir,  that  the 
report  has  very  explicitly  declared  that  do  blame 
ought  to  attach  to  Commodore  BariOD  ;  but  it  has 
also  declared  (hat  a  wasting  sickness,  aod  conse- 
qnent  taeaislai  well  as  bodily  debility,  had  render- 
ed him  totally  unable  to  comniaDd  tue  squadron : 
that  to  this  ea use  alone  may  be  attributed  the  fiaai 
failvre  of  the  plan  of  co-operation ;  that  Mr.  Lear 
appears  to  liafe  eaioed  a  complete  asceadency 
OTei  him,  thus  debilitated  by  sickaess  ;  or'rether 
that  Lrar,  having  assumed  the  command,  in  lite 
name  of  the  Commodore,  paralyzed  every  mili- 
tary operation  by  sea  aod  land  ;  and  they  go  so 
fbr  as  to  impute  to  Mr.  Lear  all  the  letters  of 
Commodore  Barron,  subsequent  to  thai  of  31st  of 
March,  1805.  If  the  gentleman  from  Maryland 
considers  all  this,  sir,  as  perfectly  respectful  to  the 
Commodore,  I  can  only  say  that  it  appears  in  a 
different  light  to  me, nor  do  1  imagine  it  will  bear 
that  comprexion  to  the  person  immediately  inter- 
ested in  it.  But  the  chairman  of  the  committee 
has  gone  yet  further.  He  has  told  you,  in  so  many 
words,  that  the  Commodore  was  reduced  to  a  state 
of  perfect  childhood ;  has  represealed  him  as 
equally  incapable  of  thought  and  of  action ;  in  a 
mere  state  of  dotage.  And  all  this  upon  what 
evidence?  Why,  Iwcause,  in  one  of  bis  letters, 
Commodore  Barron  says  he  is  unable  to  write 
with  his  own  hand ;  and  because,  from  the  !9th 
to  the  2^  of  May,  there  Appear  among  the  docu- 
ments, five  letters,  long  letters,  says  ihe  gentle- 
man, and  yet  the  Commodore's  secretary  had  an 
inflammatioD  in  his  eyes.  Sir,  is  it'  possible  the 
gentleman  could  be  serious  in  dwelling  upon,  and 
re[)eaiedly  recnrring,  as  he  did,  to  ifiis,  as  a  proof 
of  incapacity  in  the  Commodore,  and  of  crimin- 
ality in  Mr.  Learl  Whether  he  was  serions  or 
not,  I  eannoi;;tell ;  but  his  reasoning  had  no  seri- 
ous impression  upon  my  mind ;  and  when  a  cause 
rests  upon  snob  arguments  as  these,  it  is  a  strong 
presumption  of  its  destitution  of  any  better. 

[Mr.  Braolbt  here  said  Mr.  Adams  had  mis- 
taken him;  that  his  argument  had  dwelt  upon 
Captain  Dent's  lestimony.J 

Mr.  Adamb  replied — Sir,  every  member  of  the 
Senate  who  now  hears  me,  heard  what  that  gen- 
tleman had  said  before.  I  appeal  to  them  whether 
be  did  not  urge  repeatedly,  with  great  appei 
zeal  and  earnestoess,  the  Commodore's  illness 
the  secretary's  sore  eves,  as  a  proof  that  Mr.  Lear 
must  have  written  all  the  Commodore's  letters;  if 
he  did,  I  am  now  replying  to  what  he  said;  if  he 
did  not,  I  em  content  that  What  I  am  saying  should 
pass  for  absurdity.  Suppose  the  Commodore  was 
unable  to  write  with  his  own  hand,  or  even  to 
dictate  to  another  every  line  and  sentence  of  those 
letters,  if  the  leading  ideas  were  bis,  might  they 
not  be  written  by  any  other?  Suppose  his  secre- 
tary had  sore  eyes,  was  there  no  other  person  in  the 
squadron  who  could  read  and  write  but  Mr.'LearT 
Surely,  sir,  all  tbe  common  sense  and  commoa 


pBcities  of  the  whole  squsdroB,  was  neither  dis- 
solved by  the  Commodore's  illness,  nor  consumed 
by  tbe  inflammation  of  his  secretary's  eyes.  A3 
to  Captain  Dent's  Iestimony,il  appears  to  me  that 
the  inference  drawn  from  it  in  the  report,  is  much 
more  broad  and  comprehensive  than  the  lestiino- 
ny  itself  will  warrant-  With  Captain  Dent,  I 
have  not  the  pleasure  of  an  acquaintance,  and  I 
certainly  never  heard  a  syllaUe  to  the  disparage* 
meat  of  his  character.  But,  sir,  permit  me  to 
observe,  thai  the  letter  from  him  on  which  iha 
chairman  of  the  commiltaa  relies  was  not  ooten- 
porary  with  the  ooearreoccs  to  which  it  alludes  { 
It  IS  a  sort  of  postlimiBary  evidence,  dtaWn  up 
since  the  appoiBtment  of  the  commiltee.  and 
doubtless  obtained  for  the  purpose  of  corroiiorat- 
ing  tbe  view  of  things  previously  taken.  It  is  tin- 
fortunately  too  noiorioys,  that  among  the  officers 
employed  in  the  Mediterranean  service,  there  has 
been  a  division  into  parties,  and  that  a  very  ani- 
mated parly  spirit  has  mingled  itself  in  all  the 
narratives  which  have  been  published  and  circu- 
lated in  conversations  respectlnglheir  transactions. 
In  all  such  cases,  persons  influenced  by  such  feel- 
ings, though  of  uoimpeachable  integrity  and  of 
clear  understanding,  are  seldom  altogether  free 
from  a  certain  bias.  Some  allowance  must  al- 
ways  be  made  on  such  occasions,  aod  testimony 
tbe  most  unquestionable  on  the  score  of  upright- 
ness, must  be  susceptible  of  some  deduction  from 
the  medium  through  which  things  are  seen.  Yet 
what  IS  the  amount  of  Captain  Dent's  testimony! 
In  the  first  place,  it  is  tittle  more  than  mere  opin- 
ion. It  was  tbe  opinion  of  the  officers  in  tbe 
squadron;  and  it  Was  his  own  opinion,  that  Mr. 
Lear  had  a  great  ascendency  over  the  CommtH 
dore  in  his  measures  relative  to  the  squadron. 
And  on  what  was  this  opinion  founded?  Why, 
on  Mr.  Lear's  intimacy  with  him  during  his  de- 
bilitated state.  Well,  sir,  and  with  whom  should 
the  Commodore  have  entertained  this  iniimaey, 
if  not  with  Mr.  Lear?  A  mutual  consultation 
upon  the  conduct  of  the  war,  and  upon  the  nego* 
tiation  of  the  peace,  was  enjoined  upon  both  bv 
their  instructions.  What  could  be  mote  natural, 
what  more  proper  than  this  intimacy?  and  if  Mr, 
Lear  did  obtain  an  ascendency  to  the  full  extent 
of  Captain  Dent's  opinion,  why  is  it  to  be  chargad 
upon  him  as  a  crime?  Let  me  go  one  step  further. 
I  entreat  every  member  of  the  Senate  to  read  over 
attentively  those  letters  communicated  to  us  as 
Commodore  Barron's,  bat  which  the  rqiort  insists 
upon  consideribg  as  Mr.  Lear's,  and  then  say  whe- 
ther it  is4t  all  material  who  wrote  them.  Sir, 
there  is  in  them  a  fund  of  good  sense,  of  sober  dis- 
cretion, of  clear  discernmeflt,  of  anxious  regard 
for  the  public  welfare,  and  of  vigilant  attention 
to  tbe  public  interests,  which  bespeaks  an  origin 
from  a  sound  head  and  a  welt  placed  heart.  I 
care  not  who  wrote  them ;  I  do  not  hesitate  to 
say  that  no  official  documenU  presented  to  the 
Senate  siace  1  have  bad  tbe  honor  of  a  seat  in 
this  body,  bate  been  stamped  with  more  sterling 
intrinsic  value.  "The  arguments  in  the  letters  to 
Mr.  Baton,  on  the  subject  of  ihe  co-operation  with 
Hamet  Baahaw,  and  oa  the  mbjeet  of  Mr.  Eaton'o 
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m«uur«s,  are,  t 
but  unansverek 
Lor,  on  the  subject  oi  negoliation  with  the  reign- 
JDg  Basbaw,  are  cogent  and  forcible.  The  report 
of  your  comniiUee  indeed  caiU  them  pretended 
reasooa,  and  imputes  ibem  to  Mr.  Lear.  It  saj's, 
the  committee  will  oot  coadeacend  to  enter  ioto  a 
consideratioD  of  thetn.  Sir,  I  am  very  sorry  for 
it.  I  believe  sincerely,  thai  if  they  had  conde- 
scended thus  far,  ihey  would  hare  found  the  rea- 
sons were  solid  and  weighty;  Ihat  (hey  were  well 
deserving  of  all  the  consideration  whicb  they 
tliotight  properto  deny  them.  They  did  conde- 
scena  to  speak  the  language  of  reproacti  aod  bitter 
censure  upon  an  officer  of  high  trust  and  confi- 
dence, far  dbiant  from  hU  country,  and  tbus 
unable  to  defend  himself.  They  did  condescend 
ihtu  to  accuse  iiim  in  the  face  of  the  President's 
Message,  which  declares  that  he  had  perfectly 
understood,  and  faithfully  executed,  the  teal  io- 
teniions  of  the  Executive  whose  minister  he  is. 
They  did  condescend  to  condemn  him  unheard, 
open  evidence,  to  say  the  least,  very  questionable; 
and  I  einnot  think  it  would  have  been  unbecom- 
iog  their  dignity,  to  give  a  moment  of  considi'ra' 
lion  lo  the  reasons  aUeged  for  his  conduct.  That 
condescension  which  iHe  committee  denied  bim, 
I  hope  this  Senate  will  freely  grant.  It  will 
exalt  rather  than  debase  even  the  Senate  of  the 
Uniied  States^  to  considtr  the  reasons  alleged  in 
behalf  of  a  fellow-citizen,  and  fellow-servant  of 
the  public,  accused  of  having  betrayed  his  trust 
and  di^Bced  his  country.  It  is  the  more  sur- 
prising, air,  that  the  committee  should  have  treated 
with  sach  contempt  the  reasons  for  negotiating 
the  peace,  when  we  find  by  their  own  statement 
thai  the  first  of  these  reasons  is  the  danger  of  the 
American  prisoners  iu  Tripoli.  The  committee 
lay  Ihey  think  it  had  no  toundaiiOD;  but  if  this 
was  their  opinion^migbt  not  Commodore  Barron 
and  Mr.  Lear,  without  being  idiots  or  traitors, 
hare  another?  It  is  indeed  a  little  singular  thai 
ibe  letter  froin  Commodore  Rodgers,  which  the 
chainnan  of  the  committee  has  read  you  is  itself 
conclusive  evidence  (hat  the  danjjer  in  which  the 
prisoners  misht  be,  was  the  decisive  reason  for 
concluding  tlie  peace.  He  says,  indeed,  that  he 
never  thought  the  prisoners  in  danger,  himself; 
but  he  expTicitIv  declares  ibat  the  apprehension 
of  what  ibe  Bashaw  in  his  despair  mignt  do  with 
them,  was  the  preponderating  impulse  lo  the  ne- 
gotiation. The  report  also  contains  an  extract 
from  a  letter  of  Lieuteuatu  Wormeley,  then  him- 
(elTaprisoner,  and  who  likewise  uys  that  he  does 
sot  tbtnk  tkeir  lives  were  in  danger.  Well,  (it, 
and  what  docs  this  prove?  That  Lieutenant 
Wormeley  is  a  nun  of  iairepidily,  not  easily  ter- 
rified. Of  this  I  have  DO  doubt;  but  it  proves  bc 
mare;  for  in  iha  same  letter  he  says  he  was  all 
the  time  in  close  coa&nement,  and  had  vay  little 
means  of  knowing  what  the  Bashaw's  iatenlions 
were,  or  what  he  was  likely  to  have  done.  On 
the  other  band,  you  have  the  testimony  of  Captain 
Bainbridye,  and  of  the  E)anish  consul,  Niwen. 
The  chairman  of  the  committee  tells  you  that 
Caplaia  Bainbridge  says  nothing  of  that  impotl 


himself;  but  Mr.  NiMen  says  it,  in  a  postscript  to 
a  letter  written  by  Captain  Bainbridae,and  whiok 
he  therefore  mutf  have  known  of  befurt  it  was 
seal;  and,  besides  this,  there  ate  several  othei 
letters  of  Capiaiii  fiainbridge,  among  iha  unprioi- 
ed  doouioenls,  in  which  be  assumes  the  style  of  a 
strong  suppliant  for  peace.  To  the  same  effect  is 
the  foUowiBg  extract  from  Mr.  Lear's  leuer  to  ih* 
Secretary  ot  State,  giving  an  accouBt  of  the  ne- 
goliation— "At  11  A.  M.,  June  1st,  our  unfortunate 
'  countryman.  Captain  Bainbridge,  csme  on  hoard, 
'  who  had  been  permitted  to  cotne  oS  uader  tha 
'  gitaraDly  of  the  Danish  consul,  and  SiJi  Maliom- 
'  et  E^hies,  the  Minister  of  Foreign  Affaits,  Ha 
'  assured  me  ihat  the  Anmieani  would  not  he 
'  delivered  until  a  treaty  of  peace  should  be  made 
'  with  the  Bashaw,  as  peace  was  more  his  object 
'  than  the  sum  be  might  get  for  the  captives^  and 
'  as.  it  was  oue  intention  to  coaclude  a  treaty,  it 
'  would  be  cruel  lo  let  our  oountrvmen  languish  in 
'  captivity,  merely  on  the  punctilio  of  negotiating 
'  a  treaty  before  or  aflci  ibeir  delivery,  as  whatever 
'  rebted  to  them  was  already  uudetsiood."  The 
chairman  of  the  coramiitee  has  told  us  that  Mr. 
Nissen,  who  was  merely  a  consul,  could  not  be  so 
well  iuformed  as  Mr.  Wormeley,  whether  the 
prisoners  were  in  danger  or  not.  How  his  testi- 
mony can  lose  any  of  its  weight  from  bis. being  a 
consul,  I  am  at  a  lofis  to  imagine.  He  was  indeed 
aconsul;  he  was  also  tbst  friend  of  our  country. 
that  ftieud  of  humanity,  whose  benevolence  aoq 
kind  attentions  lo  our  lellow-cilizens  in  captivity 
have  been  acknowledged  by  a  solemn  vote  at' 
ituuiks  passed  hy  both  Houses  of  Congress  during 
the  present  session ;  and  from  his  siiuatiua  at  the 
time,  I  should  suppose  bis  oteaos  of  iaformaiion 
must  have  been  greater  than  those  of  a  prisoner  in 
close  confinement  Besides,  sir,  although  wt!  now 
are  acquainted  witb  Mr.  Worueley's  opinion,  it 
could  not  be  known  to  Cemtaodore  Barron  ot  Mr. 
Lear,  then.  He  had  no  access  to  them,  nor  tb 
lo  him.  They  acted  on  ihe  iaformaliou  they  h 
and  not  OB  ibac  which  thev  could  nol  have.-  _ 
will  indeed  freely  acknowledge  that  my  own 
opinion  agrees  with  ihat  of  \fr.  Wormeiey,  and 
not  with  tliRt  of  Mr.  Nissen;  I  do  not  believe  that 
in  any  event  the  Bashaw  would  have  sacrificed 
the  lives  of  our  prisoners.  I  believe  he  would 
have  followed  ibe  course  most  useful  to  himself, 
and  that,  at  the  lasl  exlreioiiy,  be  would  rather 
have  turned  them  to  such  account  as  he  could, 


Lear;  bul  as  far  as  I  qan  &ai  from  the  papers 

"Tbe  rmj  head  and  ftont  af  his  ofiendiug 
Had  Uiis  MtcM— no  moie."  . 
Yel,  six,  when  I  consider  tbe  extreme  snlioilud« 
manifested  ihroi^h  thia  whole  eouniry  for  tbe 
fate  of  these  our  unfortunate  feUow-citiiens,  and 
bow  anxioue  we  all  were  for  their  redemption,  I 
can  excuse  ilutl  error  which'  coaeisied  ia  too  lea- 
der a  regard  for  their  siiuaiioM,  though  I  cannot 
jitstify  it  altogether;  l,eeriainiy  never  can  brand 
as  irevcherT,  what,  at  worst,  was  virtue  carried 
lo«  far,  on  tbe.  borders  of  weakness. 
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The  Prfsidenl's  MesMge,  after  stating  what 
were  really  the  iotentjons  of  rhis  QoveriimcDt  in 
respect  to  a  co-operation  with  Hamet — afiei-  stat- 
ing that  Commoilore  Barron  had  most  correctly 
vndersiood  these  ihientions  refers  to  Hamet't  let- 
ter of  Juae  S9th,  at  a  proof  ihat'he  himself 'bad 
also  DDd^Tstood  thenij  and  our  eogagemeot*  with 
him  in  the  same  maDDer;  but  the  report  of  the 
committee,  after  tacitly  reU'Ctin^  the  declaratioD 
of  the  President,  after  nndertakiog  lo  disqualify 
Commodore  Barron  by  his  illness,  coneiudes  with 
diiqualifyiog  Hamet  himself,  because  he  was 
Bmongs [rangers,  in  distress,  and  in  fear  of  starr- 
ing. They  discredit  alike  bcih  the  parties  to  the 
contract,  and  the  only  person  authorized  to  the 
negotiation.  Commodore  Barron  was  not  a  moral 
agent,  for  he  was  sicb.  The  ex-Bashaw  was  not 
a  moral  agent,  because  he  was  famished.  Why 
the  President  was  not  to  he  credited,  they  have 
indeed  left  us  to  conjeclurej  but  it  is  a  new  mode 
of  establishing  facts,  to  deny  the  powers  of  moral 
agency  to  all  the  per.^ons,  who  are  the  best  poasi- 
ble  witnesses  to  the  trau^ccions. 

The  last  assertion  of  the  report,  for  which  I 
can  find  no  sufficient  support  in  the  documents 
before  us,  and  which  I  shall  now  notice,  is,  that 
the  stipulation  of  the  reigning  Bashaw,  to  deliver 
op  his  brother,  his  wife,  and  ctiildrenjhas  not  been 
carried  into  execution,  and  that  '*  il  is  highly  pro- 
bable it  was  nerer  intended  to  be."  That  they 
have  not  been  delivered  up,  I  suppose  to  be  true. 
That  they  have  been  demanded,  does  not  appear. 
That  they  could  he  demanded  before  the  ratifi- 
cation of  the  treaty,  is  at  least  questionable;  hut 
that  they  will  be  demanded  and  obtained,  I  do  trust 
and  believe,  for  I  hope  the  raiiScaiion  of  the  treaty 
will  give  us  a  perfect  right  to  make  the  demand. 
I  cannot  believe,  sir,  that  It  was  not  intended  to  be 
executed.  Upon  what  evidence  did  the  commit- 
tee form  this  opinion?  Was  it  upon  the  assertion 
in  Mr.  Ealou's  letter  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy? 
That,  sir,  must,  I  thiok,  be  founded  upon  some 
mistake;  for  it  lOtimaies  that  there  was  a  secret 
article  to  that  effect.  Now,sir,  we  know  that  ibis 
could  not  be;  as  an  article  of  the  treaty,  if  secret, 
we  must  have  known  it  in  this  body.  It  must 
have  been  commoHicated  to  us.  We  know  that 
there  is  no  such  article  as  an  agreement  between 
the  Bashaw  and  Mr.  Lear,  no  such  agreement 
could  take  place.  Mr.  Lear  could  not  possibly 
make  it.  Had  be  incurred  the  guilt  and  folly  of 
assenting^  to  such  a  bargain,  it  could  not  take  from 
Ds  the  right  of  insisting,  as'l  hope  we  shall  efiect- 
natly  do,  upon  the  Fcal  and  formal  stipulation  of 
the  treaty.  Such  ao  intention  must  have  defeated 
itself. 

There  are  manyot^er  facts  stated  in  this  re]>orl, 
sir,  against  the  correctness  of  which  objectinns 
might  be  made,  but  which,  as  being  ot  minor 
importance,  I  leave  unnoticed.  There  may  be, 
and  probably  ate,  others  which  have  eecaped  my 
obaervation.  According  to  my  view  of  the  docu- 
ments, the  embarrassmeni  would  be,  not  in  select- 
ing those,  but  in  finding  any  to  which  the  convic- 
tion of  my  mind  could  assent.  Had  the  bill  been 
constructed  upon  the  only  foundation  which  can, 


in  my  opinion, 'warrant  a  grant  to  Hamet  Cara- 
malli,  I  mean  the  foundation  recommended  by 
the  President's  Message — the  liberality  and  mag- 
nanimity of  the  nation — it  would  hare  had  my 
willing  vote.  But,  questionable  as  the  statement 
of  the  report  apjwars  to  me,  I  see  no  such  princi- 
ples of  duty  arismg  from  it,  as  iialleRes,  and  must 
therefore  vole  against  the  passage  of  the  hilt. 

Wednebdat,  April  2. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Gilbert  C.  Russel  was 

read  the  second  time,  and  ordered  to  the  third 


whom  was  referred,  on  the  28th  of  February  last, 
the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  continue  in  force  &a 
act,  entitled  An  act  lo  authorize  the  Secretary  of 
War  to  issue  land  warrants,  and  for  other  pur- 
poses," reported  the  bill  with  amendments ;  which 
were  read  and  ordered  to  lie  for  consideration. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Represeata lives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  pro- 
ceeded to  consider  the  modification  of  the  amend- 
ment of  the  Senate  to  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act 
to  regulate  and  fix  the  compensation  of  the  offi- 
cers of  the  Senate  and- House  of  Representatives  V' 
whereupon.  Resolved,  That  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives doth  disagree  to  the  said  modification, 
and  duth  adhere  to  tlieir  disagreement  to  the  said 
amecdment.  They  have  passed  a  hillj  entitled 
"An  act  supplementary  to  the  act,  entitled  'An 
act  lo  extend  jurisdiction,  in  certain  cases,  to  the 
Territorial  courts;"  also,  a  bill,  entitled  "An  act 
lo  provide  for  the  adjustment  of  titles  of  land  iu 
the  Territory  of  Michigan  andfor  other  purposes;" 
in  which  bills  they  desire  the  concurrence  of  the 

The  two  bills  last  mentioned  were  read,  and 
ordered  lo  the  second  reading. 

Mr.  BArARD,  from  the  committee  lo  whom  was 
referred,  on  the  29th  of  March  last,  the  account  of 
expenses  for  fittmg  up  the  Seoaie  Chamber,  for 
thetrialoflheimpeachmentofJudgeChase,signed, 
for  B.  H.  Latrobe,  John  Lenthall,  made  report ; 
which  was  read,  and  ordered  lo  lie  for  considera- 

The  Senate  resumed  the  third  reading  of  the 
bill  for  the  relief  of  Hamet  Caramalli,ex-Bashaw 
of  Tripoli ;  and,  on  motion  to  amend  the  bill,  the 
Senaie  adjourned. 

THDRBnAi,  April  3. 

The  resolution  repotted  hy  the  committee,  ap- 
propriating a  sum  to  discharge  the  accolint  for 
fitting  up  the  Senaie  Chamber  for  the  trial  of  the 
impeachment  of  Judge  Chase,  was  read  the  sec* 
ond  time,  and  passed  to  the  third  reading. 

Mr.  QATARoasked  and  obtained  lea  ve  of  absence 
for  the  remainder  of  the  session. 

The  bill,  emitted  "An  act  supplementary  to  the 
act,  entitled  'An  act  lo  extend  jurisdiction  in  cer- 
tain cases  to  the  Territorial  courts,"  was  read  the 
second  time,  and  referred  to  Mr.  Mitchill,  Mr. 
AoAMS,  and  Mr.  Turner,  to  consider  and  report 
tliereoo.  - 
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The  bill,  eniiiM  '-Aa  act  to  proTide  for  the 
adjusiment  ol'  lilies  of  land  in  [ha  Ttrrirory  of 
Miebt^n,  and  for  oiher  pDrposoH,"  wa»  read  the 
■ecoDd  lime,  and  referred  to  Mr.  Tract  and  others. 
thp  comrDiiiee  to  whom  was  referred,  on  the  23d 
or  DccembfT  last  the  Me-^age  of  ihe  President  of 
the  Uoited  State*  od  this  sabjeci,  to  consider  and 
TCfwrt  ihereon. 

The  8«Mie  Tesamed,  a*  ia  Committee  of  the 
-  Whole,  ibe  amendmeuii  reported  to  ibe  bill,  ra- 
tilled  "Ad  act  to  contiaae  in  force  an  act.  eatitied 
■  'An  act  to  authorize  the  Secretary  of  War  t«  insue 
land  warraoia,  and  for  other  purposes,"  aod  having 
in  part  adopted  the  report,  the  bill  was  amended 
aoa  rencrted  to  the  House  iceordinzlf. 

Ordered,  That  the  bill  pass  to  the  third  read 
iogas  amended. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Bradlet  t>e  on  the  com- 
miilee  appointed  to  consider  the  hill,  entitled  "An 
act  antfaimzin^a  detachment  froin  themiliiiiof  ifae 
Oniied  Staler,"  in  place  of  Mr.  Suiiia  of  Mary- 
land.  Prt^deat  pro  tempore. 

The  bill  for  tOe  reliet  of  Qilbert  C.  Rauel  was 
read  the  third  time,  and  parsed. 

A  meK^age  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
ioformed  ihe  Senate  that  Ibe  House  hare  passed 
a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  amend  the  act.  entitled 
'An  ant  (o  divide  ihe  Indtaoa  Territory  into  two 
aeparate  goTeroinenis,'  and  for  other  purposes;" 
■lEo.abill^eniitled  ''Anact  rndkitigappropriBiiDnB 
fur  the  auiipoitbr  the  Military  EesiablishmeDt  of 
Ihe  United  States  for  the  year  1806}"  in  which 
bilU  they  desire  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

The  bill*  were  read,  and  ordered  to  the  second 

The  Senate  took  into  coaaideralion  the  resola- 
tion  of  the  Hou«eof  RepresentaiiTes,  adhering  to 
theirdiaUfreeoKfitto  tbeanoendmentof  theSeuate 
lo  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  resulate  aod  fix  the 
etiinpeib>aiion>  of  ihe  offieen  of  ihe  Senate  and 
Home  of  Representatires,"  to  wit:  the  loseriion 
of  a  section  to  fuLow  the  first  aeMion  of  the  origi- 
nal hill. 

JUmtlced,  That  the  Senate  recede  from  their 
nil!  amendment. 

The  Senate  reaumed  ibe  thi^d  reading  of  the 
bill  for  the  relief  of  HamelC^ramalli,  ex-B«&haw 
of  Tripoli;"  aad,oDiaoti'>a,  tbattjte  bill,  loiteiher 
with  the  report  of  the  committee  of  the  Hlh  of 
Uarcbla'>t  be  recommitted,  iipasaed  in  the  affirma- 
tive— yeas  15,  nayi  14,  a*  fulluwa: 

Tail — Mean.  Adams,  Baldwin,  Condit,  OaUlard, 
GiJaui,  Bowluid,  Kitc^el,  Logan,  Mtmra,  Pluiaer, 
Saiiih  of  New  York,  Smith  of  Vermoal,  Stone.  Sumter, 
and  Turner. 


Smhli  of  Ohio,  bmith  of  TennaHee,  Tracy,  White, 
Warthtngton,  and  Wright. 

And,  oD  motion,  it  was  agreed  that  they  be  re 
frrred  to  ihe  commiitee  who  brought  in  the  bill, 
wiih  the  addition  of  Messrs.  AoAue  and  Sdmteb. 
feriher  to  consider  and  report  thereon. 

Mr.SMiTB  of  Ohio,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
Waa  referred,  on  the  3Ui  of  March  last,  Ihe  bill  to 
Nepeod  the  aale  of  certain  lands  in  the  State  of 
9lh  Com. — 3 


Ohio  and  the  ladiaoa  Territory,  reported  the  bill 
without  amendment. 
On  motion, 

Itt30htd.  That  the  letters  of  Mr.  Eaton,  Captain 
Dent,  and  Lieutenant  Wormeley,  in  answer  bi  the  in- 
qntriea  stated  by  the  chainnan  of  the  committee  on  tke 
■ppliytion  of  Hamet  CaMDiaUi,  be  printed,  tegetfao' 
with  the  fbUowing  letters,  to  wn: 

From  CoaxnodDreBodgeea  lo  the  Secretaiy  of  the 
Na*y,  of  the  date  of  June  8.  1B06. 

FromBametBaAawlaConmodsra  Banna,  of  Feb> 
laary  16,  1806. 

From  Commodore  Barron  to  Hamet  Bashaw,  of 
March  SI,  1606. 

From  CommodaieBaiTOuU)  Captain  Hull,  of  March 
23,  1805. 

FrDiD  William  Baton  to  Commodore  Barron,  of  M4y 
39,  1806. 

From  Commodore  Kodfers  to  WiUam  Eaton,  of 
June  6,  1806. 

The  remainder  of  the  letter  from  Tolnas  Lear  to 
William  Eaton,  not  published  before,  of  June  6,  1806. 

Pram  Wiinani  Eaton  to  Commodore  Sodgen,  Joae 
13,  1806. 

-    From  Tobias  Lear  to  the  BecMlary  irf  SUta,  dated 
i-alj  6,  1806. 

From  the  Secretary  of  State  to  Tobiaa  Lear,  dated 
June  e,  1804. 


Fri  DAT,  April  4. 
The  bill  entiUed  ''An  act  making  anpropria- 
lions  for  the  support  of  the  Miliury  Establish- 
ment of  the  United  States  for  the  year  1806,"  wm 
read ibeaecond lime,  and  referred toMuBsre.STOiiB, 
Baldwim,  and  Aoaiii,  to  conaidei  and   report 

Tbe  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  divide  the  Indbna 
Territory  into  two  aeparate  eoveromenia,  and  for 
other  purposes,"  waa  read  the  second  lime,  aad 
referred  to  Messrs.  Wohtbibotoh,  Trao»,  and 
Baldwin,  to  consider  and  report  ihereoD. 

A  mexiiage  froin  the  House  of  Repreaentaiirea 
informed  the  Senate  that  ifae  House  concur  in 
the  amendments  of  ihe  Senate  lo  tbe  bill,  entillM 
"An  act  lo  repeal  so  much, of  the  act,  eniiilfed 
'An  act  reguiaiiog  foreign  coins,  and  for  oihi>r 
purpose!,'  as  is  coulained  in  the  second  seciion 
ibereof."  wilh  ainendmeDlsia  the  amendments,  in 
which  ihey  requeitt  the  concurrence  of  the  Senaie. 
They  have  passed  a  bill,  entitled  "An  art  supple- 
mentary to  the  act  making  provision  fur  the  pay- 
ment of  claims  of  citizens  of  the  United  States  on 
the  Oovernment  of  Fraoee;"  also,  a  bill,  enliiled 
''An  act  further  to  alter  and  establish  certain 
post  roads,  and  for  other  purposes;"  in  which  bills 
they  request  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate.  They 
have  passed  a  joint  resolution  "thai  a  cominittM 
be  appointed  lo  confer  with  a  committee  of  the 
'Senate,  on  ihe  time  lhat>the  two  Hunaea  of  Con- 
greiis  may  adjourn." 

The  two  bills  last  meoiioDed  in  the  message 
were  read,  and  ordered  to  the  second  reading. 

Mr.  MiTcniLL  prenented  the  petition  of  Azariah 
Bgleston  and  others,  praying  thai  a  pout  road  may 
be  esinblished,  for  reasons  Mated  in  the  peiiiion 
from  the  city  of  Albany,  in  the  State  of  New  York, 
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n  tke  State  of  CoDoeeii- 
■  md;  and  tlie  petition 


to  tke  city  or  Hartford, 
cii(,oa  the  Farineion  ri< 
wmi  resd,  and  ordered  to  lie  for  couideratioD, 

Tbe  S«Mte  look  into  oonsideration  the«in«nd- 
mwu  of  tbe  Houm  of  BepreaeotaiiTei  to  tlMir 
traendiBentB  10  the  bill,  etttitled  "An  act  to  legu- 
iMe  M  mnflh  of  the  sot,  eniilUil  'An  set  tegulat- 
ing  foreign  eoini,  and  for  other  pdrpdto^  aa  i( 
WMtaimi  in  tk*  ntond  Motion  tlinetti -,"  and 
concnrred  iherfio. 

The  Senate  renimed  the  second  reading;  of  the 
Ull  to  suspend  the  sale  of  certain  land*  in  the 
State  of  Ohio  and  tlie  Indiana  Tefriieiyi"  and, 

Ordered,  That  it  pnai  to  a  third  reading. 

Mr.  Tract,  from  the  cotamittee  to  irhom  wai 
referred,  on  the  28th  of  Jaauaiy  last,  the  report 
ao4  eatimaies  of  approDriations  necessaif  for  tbe 
Tear  1806,  asked  and  oDiained  leave  to  report  b; 

The  reaolntion  of  the  Honie  of  RepresentatiTu 
for  the  appointment  of  a  jdiat  aomtuitiee  to  confer 
on  the  time  Congress  mar  adjonrn,  was  read,  and 
ordered  to  lie  for  consideration. 

The  Senate  resamed  the  third  reading  of  tbe 
hitl  entitled  "An  act  to  rep«d  so  much  of  anf  act 
or  acts  as  anthorize  the  receipt  of  erideDces  of  the 
public  debt  in  payment  for  landi  of  the  United 
States,  and  for  other  porposes  relative  to  the  pub- 
lic debt ;"  and  on  (notion  to  strike  oat  the  first 
section  of  the  bill,  as  follows: 

"Be  it  enaeled,  by  the  Senate  and  Houm  of  Sepr^ 
gentaiivei  of  the  Vnited  StatavfAmtrkam  Congren 
atiemhUd,  That  so  much  of  ui  j  act  or  aeti  n  sathor- 
iie  the  recmpt  of  erideocca  of  tbe  public  debt,  in  p«y- 
menl  for  die  lauds  of  the  United  Stsles,  shall,  Jram  and 
after  the  SOlh  of  April,  1806,  be  repealed:  Prmndtd, 
That  Ihe  ri|^t  of  all  person*  who  m^  have  puiehaaed 
piMe  lands  previiMs  to  the  passage  of  this  act,  to  pa; 
lot  Ike  same  in  stock,  diaU  m  no  wise  be  a^cted  oi 
anpaind:  Attd  proMedJiirtker,  That  there  shall  be 
allowed  on  tntrj  payment  made  at  or  befoie  the  same 
AsU  AU  due.  for  the  lands  purchased  before  the^30th  of 
ApHI,  1B08,  iQ  addition  to  tbe  discoonts  now  allowed 
bj  law,  a  dedcction  equal  to  the  diffeicnce  at  the  time 
of  such  paymect,  between  the  market  price  of  ui  per 
cent,  stock  aoit  the  nominal  laloe  thereof;  which  mar- 
ket price  shall,  ftam  time  time,  be  stated  b;  the  Seo- 
tetar;  of  the  Treasiuy  to  the  officers  of  the  seTeral  land 

It  passed  in  (be  negative — yeas  7,  nays  21,  as 
follows ; 

Tsi* — Messrs.  Adair,  Adams,  Hillboose,  Pickeringt 
Smith  of  Maryland,  Tracy,  and  White. 

NiTB — HeesTs.  Aodenon,  Bsldwin,  Bradley,  Con- 
dit,  Qtillsrd,  Howland,  Kitchel,  Logan,  Maday,  Mil- 
chill,  Mooie,  Plumer,  Smith  of  New  York,  Smith  of 
Tennessee,  emithofVennonl,Slone,8iimter,  Thmsten, 
Turner,  Wsrthington,  and  WrighL 

On  motion  to  agree  to  the  final  passage  of  the 
bill  as  amended,  it  passed  in  the  affirmative- 
yea*  22,  nays  6,  as  follows : 

'  Tias—MeMrs.  Anderson,  Bddfrii),  Bradley,  Gondit, 
Oaillard,  Howland,  Kitchel,  Logan,  Maelaj,  Milchill, 
Moore,  Plumer,  Smith  of  New  York,  Smith  of  Ttn> 
nnsainn.  Smith  of  Vermont,  Stone,  Sumter,  Thmsloo, 
iSriK?,  Tamer,  Wonkington,  and  Wiigftt. 


N*r>— Meaan.  Adair,  Adams,  Hillkonap,  Pichsring, 
Smith  of  Maryland,  bim)  White. 

So  it  was  rexolred  that  this  bill  pass  as  amendad. 

The  resolution  authorizing  the  payment  of  ibe 
account  for  fitting;  up  the  Senate  Chamber  for  the 
trial  and  impeachment  of  Judge  Cbate,  was  read 
the  third  time,  and  agreed  to,  as  foltovs: 

Eetobed,  That  the  sum  ot  eight  hundred  and  three 
doUara  and  saventeeo  ceats  uid  a  half  ba  appropriated, 
if  ^e  contingsnt  flmd,  lobe  w^ied  Iif  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Senate  in  paynant  of  the  balanec  of  the  ae- 
oounta  allowed  by  the  PiesidaBt  of  the  Senate  Ibr  m.- 
penaes  attending  tbe  trial  of  the  impeachmenl  of  Judge 
Obasa,  and  remajuimg  tinpaid ;  and  to  tbe  Uat  of  ao> 
counts  relative  to  the  same  dgect,  fomislied  by  J<^ii 
Lenthall  for  B.  H.  Latiobe,  eotintersigned  b^  the  shiir- 

Ou  motion, 

Aesolwd,  That  the  following  documuita  be 
printed  in  addition  to  those  ordered  to  be  printed 
yesHrday : 

A  letter  from  Captain  W.  Bainbridgala  Ccntaodtn 
a  BarroDt  dated  ISlh  March,  IBOft. 

A  letter  &am  the  Daniih  Consul,  Nissen,  to  Com- 
modore S.  Banon,  dated  18th  March,  ISOO. 

Letters  from  Csptaiu  W.  Balnbridge,  to  Commodon 
S.  Barron,  dsted  3Sd  March,  1806,  and  1st  ApriL 

A  letter  torn  B.  Barron,  to  T.  Lear,  dated  S3d  H^, 
IS05. 

A  letter  from  8.  Baron,  to  John  Bodgera,  dated  SXd 
Hay,  ISOfi. 

A  letter  from  S.  Barron,  to  John  Bodgsrs,  dated  SSth 
May,  IB06. 

Letters  from  Commodore  John  Rodger*,  to  Gotu- 
modore  B.  Barron,  dated  38lh,  3eih,  and  tOth  May, 
1806. 

A  letter  ton  the  eaae,  to  dw  sane,  dated  M  lona, 
IMS. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  eontinoe  in  force 
an  ad,  entitled  'An  act  to  authorize  the  Seeretary 
of  War  to  issue  land  warrants,  and  for  other  pnr- 
posea,"  vras  read  the  (bird  lime  as  amended. 

R^(Aved,  Tbat  this  bill  pass  as  amoided. 

Mr.  Baldwin,  from  the  committee  to  wkotu 
was  referred,  on  the  28th  of  Match  last,  the  bill 
entitled  "An  act  to  prohibit  tbe  importation  of 
certain  goods,  wares,  and  merchandise,"  reported 
tbe  same  with  amendments ;  which  were  read> 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideratioo  of  the 
bill  for  the  encouragement  of  the  shipping  and 
navigation  of  the  United  States ;  and  tbe  bill  w-as 
poslpoaed  to  the  first  Monday  in  December  next. 

The  bill  making  provision  for  tke  defence  of 
the  Territory  of  (Cleans,  and  iai  tbe  disposal  of  a 
part  of  the  public  land  therein,  was  resumed,  and 
the  ftirlber  coDsideration  of  tbe  bill  was  postpoaied 
to  the  first  Monday  in  Deeember  next. 

Mr.  MiTGHiLL,  from  the  committee  to  vrbcm 
was  referred,  on  the  24lh  of  March  last^  the  bill, 
entitled  "Aii  act  auihonzing  the  ereetjon  oi  a 
bridge  over  the  river  Potomac,  within  tbe  DistricC 
of  Columbia,"  reported  it  without  amendmenL 

Monday,  April  7, 
The  hill,  entitled  ''An  act  farther  to  alter  and 
eitabliak  certain  post  roads,  and  for  other  pur- 
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noscB,"  was  nad  th«  swottd  time,  and  referred  to' 
Idenn.  Amdibbon,  Wbitb,  aad  Stohi,  to  cod- 
aidcr  and  report  tbereon. 

Tbe  bill,  Mlitled  "Aa  act  inppleBieotarT  to  ibe 
mot  making  nrortiiiom  &t  the  payment  of  claims 
of  citizen)  of  tbe  United  Siatet  on  tke  OoVem- 
m«til  of  France,"  waa  read  tbe  second  licae,  and 
referred  to  Meura.  Mitohill,  Mdobb,  and  An- 
DKBSOM,  to  coniider  and  report  thereon. 

Mr.  Tkicv,  from  the  comnittM  to  whom  was 
Inferred,  on  (b«  29th  of  Bfarch  laat,  tbe  bill,  eoti- 
ded  "An  act  makug  aHvopriadon*  for  the  sgp- 
pori  of  Qoverament  for  the  jttt  1806,"  reported 
tke  bill  with  Muendmentt. 

Agreeably  to  leare  gireo,  on  thie  4th  inrtoni, 
lit.  Tkaot  tepocted  "  A  bill  to  reenlaie  oad  ftz 
tht  coiBpenntMKi  of  ckrks,  asd  for  Mber  pur- 
pMee  i"  and  the  hitt  wb«  read,  and  oedered  to  the 
■econd  reading. 

Tbe  Senate  toc4  into  cooiideratioD  tke  rciolu- 
tion  of  tke  House  of  ReprMeMatirea  for  the  ap- 
{mimmeat  of  a  joint  eommillee  lo  confer  oa  tbe 
time  when  Coogrets  dmv  adjoora ;  and 

.Aatoiwd,  That  they  do  not  eoocar  therein. 

Mr.  WaiCHT  commanicated  a  retokitioB  of  tbe 
L^islature  of  the  State  of  Maryland  inUructiog 
tbeir  Senat(»«  and  RepreseaiaUTes  in  Congress 
to  use  tkeii  utmost  exertions  toobtaio  an  ameed- 
Bkeot  lo  the  Conatitution  of  the  Dniled  Suies  to 
pcerant  the  (farther  importation  of  ilaies;  wbere- 
upoB,  Mr.  Wbiobt  tnbmitled  the  foUonong  reao- 
luiions  for  the  eonsideraiioD  of  ihe  Senate; 

Kttnhmt,  4*.  Th*t  the  faUDwing  aitiolB  be  pcopowd 
to  the  LeguliOBTM  of  the  Mverel  Statais  u  an  anend- 
tnent  to  tbe  ConMitntian  of  Ihe  United  States,  which, 
whan  ntiGed  b;  three-fouith)  of  tbe  said  Legiiletnns, 
dull  be  Talid  le  a  put  of  the  said  Canstitntion  to  wit : 

JSttohed,  ThatthenilsiBtk>noiinipciTtatianof  sUTes 


Tbe  Senate  leaumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  second   reading  of  the  bill,  entitled 
'An  act  amhorizing  the  erection  of  a  bridge  o 
the  rirer  Potomac,  within  the  District  of  Coli 
Ina,"  and  the  bill  was  reported  to  the  Uoose  wilb- 
otu  amendment 

On  tbe  question.  Shall  this  bill  pass  to  tbe  third 
leading?  il  was  determined  in  the  affirmaiivB'^ 
yeas  17,  nays  11,  as  follows*. 

TiA»— Hanrs.  Baldwin,  Bradlej,  Condit,  Oainard, 
OOman,  Hiinumss,  Howland,  L«an,  Moors,  Pickering, 
Phnner,  Smith,  <j  New  fork,  ttmith,  of  Tennessee, 
faiith,  ef  Teimont,  Stone,  Snmter,  end  White. 

Han — MeMTs.  Adair,  Adams,  AodeMMi,  Kttehel, 
Mads?,  Smith,  of  Heryland,  Thivaton,  Tra^,  Worth- 
inKtM,atid  WiigtaL 

Tbe  bill  to  sospead  the  sale  of  certain  lands  in 
the  State  of  Ohio  and  the  Indiana  Territory,  wai 
Kad  the  third  time,  and  the  fnnher  eonsideralioD 
thereof  postponed. 

Mr.  Aoaiia,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
lefomd,  on  the  asdi  of  Haivb  last,  tbe  bill  for  tbe 
ngnlation  of  tbe  fees  of  attorneys,  and  the  officers 
eT  tbe  oonrte  of  tbe  Distriot  of  Columbia,  and  for 
other  purposes,  reported  the  bill  with  amendments, 
wkiek  were  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  for  conaider- 


ToaanaT,  April  8. 

A  Meesage  from  tke  Honse  of  Repreaentatrm 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  Hooae  bare  passed 
a  bill,  entitled  "  An  act  for  erectii^  certain  light* 
bouses  in  tbe  Stete  of  Massachusetts;  for  boildinf 
a  beacon  or  pier  at  Bridgeport,  in  tbe  State  of  Con- 
necticut t  and  for  fixing  booys  in  Pamlico  Bound, 
in  the  Stale  of  North  Carolina;"  also,  "a  joint 
reaolution  authorizing  the  President  of  tbe  Senate, 
and  Speaker  of  the  Honse  of  RepreeeniatiTes,  to 
adjoarn  tbeir  lestKCtive  Houses  on  Wedoesdaf, 
tbe  16tb  of  April  instant;"  in  which  bill  and  rea- 
olaiion  they  reqdest  tbe  eooenrrenee  of  the  Senate. 

The  b91  laat  mentioBed  was  read,  and  ordered 
to  tke  second  reading. 

Tke  resolntion  last  broi^t  np  for  concarrenea 

til.  Tbaot,  from  tbe  committee  to  whom  waa 
referred,  on  the  S6(h  of  March  last,  the  bill  in  ad- 
dition to  the  act  for  establishing  a  Mint,  and  regu- 
lating Ihe  coins  of  the  United  States,  reported  tke 
bill  with  amendments. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  thiird  reading  of  the 
bill  to  suspend  tbe  sale  of  certain  lands  in  tne  State 
of  Ohio  and  the  Indiana  Territory;  and, 

Raohed,  That  this  bill  do  pass,  that  it  be  en- 
grossed, and  that  the  title  thereof  be  ''  An  act  to 
suspend  the  sale  of  certain  hmla  in  the  State  of 
Ohio  and  the  Indiana  Territory."    ' 

A  message  from  tbe  Honse  of  Representatiret 
informed  tbe  Senate  ibat  the  Honiw  concur  in  the 
amendments  of  tbe  Senate  lo  tbe  bill,  entitled  "  An 
act  to  repeal  so  much  of  any  act  or  acts  as  au- 
thorize tbe  r^etpt  of  evidences  of  tbe  public  debt 
in  payment  of  lands  of  the  United  Slates,  and  for 
other  purposes  lelatire  to  tbe  public  debt,"  with 
an  amendment  to  the  fourlb  amendment,  and  dis- 
agree to  the  last  amendment,  ask  a  conference 
thereon,  and  have  appointed  managers  on  their 
part. 

Tbe  Senate  toiA  into  consideration  tbe  retolv- 
tioa  of  tbe  House  of  RepreaentatiTec,  aakinc  a 
eonference  on  their  amendment  to  tbe  bill  hat 
mentioned ;  and, 

Reaobitd,  That  they  do  agree  to  the  conference, 
and  that  Messrs.  Tbact  and  Balowim  be  mana- 
gers on  the  part  of  the  Senate. 

Tbe  Senate  took  into  consideration,  as  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  the  amendments  reported 
on  the  7tb  instant,  to  the  bill  entitled  "  An  act 
making  appropriations  for  the  support  of  Oorem- 
ment  for  the  year  1806 ;"  and,  harmg  agreed  there- 
to, the  further  eonstdemtioa  thereof  was  poat- 
pooed. 

Tbe  bill  to  regulate  and  fix  tke  eompensatiooa 
of  clerks,  and  tor  other  purpose^  was  read  tka 
second  time;  and  paased  to  the  third  reading. 


WanMBBDaT,  April  9. 
Mr.  Btohb,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was  re- 
ferred, on  the  4th  instant,  the  bill,  entitled,  "  An 
act  making  appropriations  for  the  support  of  the 
Military  Establishment  of  the  United  Sutea  for 
tbe  year  1806,"  reported -the  bill  without  amend- 
■oeat. 


-'S'> 


mi 


HISTORY  OF  CONGHESS. 


Sbnats. 


Proceedingt. 


L.I6U6. 


Mr.  Sumter,  rrom  the  eommiuee  ti>  whom  wf  a 
rer^rr«d,  on  ibe  39th  of  Jaoua-y  lant,  the  bill  en 
tilled  "An  act  authorizing  a  detuchment  from 
Ibemiliiia  oTihe  United  States,"  reported  lbs  bill 
without  amendment. 

Mr.  Bradlev.  frum  the  commiiiee  to  whoiq  was 
referred  oo  Ihe  3d  iu-laiil.  lbet)illTor  ike  relief  of 
Hamet  Caramalli.  eZ'Ba^haw  of  Tripoli,  loceiher 
wilt)  the  repurt  thereon,  ol  (hel7ih  of  March  lasi. 
made  report,  that  the  further  coDsideraiion  thereof 
tie  postponed  unlil  ihe  first  Monday  in  December 
next;  and  the  repoil  waa  adupled. 

The  resolution  of  the  Hoiwe  of  ReMe«enta[i»es 
•QtboriiiDf  the  aiHourDmeoi  of  boiD  Hiiu>ea  of 
CungreBS,  on  the  16ih  of  ihe  pretent  munib,  was 
read  ihe  aecood  time,  and  ihe  consideration  tbere- 
of  poslpooed  until  Saturday  neil. 

*  The  bill  entitled  "  An  act  for  erecting  certain 
light  bouse*  in  the  Siate  of  Ma^sachu-etis;  for 
buildioRa  beacon  or  pier  ai  BridKepon  in  the  Stale 
of  Conneciicuti  and  fur  tiling  buuys  in  Pamli- 
co Sound,  in  tht  Slate  of  Norib  CafulmH,"  was 
read  the  second  lime,  and  relerred  to  Messrs.  TUR- 
NBB,  Adahb,  and  Pickerins,  to  consider  and  re- 
port thereun. 

The  resolution  that,  on  account  of  Ihe  funeral 
cxpenBTs  of  the  honorable  James  Jackson,  late  a 
Sfnator.  the  Secretary  of  the  Senate  be  author- 
ized to  pay,  out  of  the  contingent  fund  of  the  S<-n- 
ale,  theamnuni  of  such  accounts  as  may  be  allow- 
ed and  certified  by  tbe  Committee  of  Arrangement, 
wa.'  read. 

A  me^siige  from  the  House  of  Represenialires 
informed  the  Senate  that  ihe  House  have  pa&ied 
■  bill,  entitled  ''An  act  in  addition  lo  '  An  acl  r^ 
ulating  the  gnnis  of  land  and  proTidini[  for  lEe 
disposal  of  tbe  lands  of  the  United  States  south 
of  the  State  of  Tennessee ;"  a  bill  entitled  "  An 
act  to  ameud,  in  the  ca.tes  thereiu  meDiiuoed,  ihe 
act  to  regulate  the  collection  of  duties  on  iraporiK 
pod  toouage;"  and  ihe  bill  eutiiled  "An  act  for 
establishinglrading-hoUBtnwilhllielndi 
in  which  bills  ibey  desire  the  concurre 


e  of  tile 


The  last  (brc«  bills  bronsbt  up  for  concurrence 
.  were  read, and  ordered  to  iheaecood  reading. 

Tbe  Senate  took  into  consideration,  as  in  Com- 
saitiee  of  ibe  Whole,  ihe  amendmeiitii  to  ihe  bill 
for  the  rfgnlatioD  of  the  fees  of  attorneys  and  the 
officers  ofibe  courts  of  the  Disirici  of  Columbia 
and  lor  oiher  purpuaesi"  and,  having  further 
amende^  the  bill,  it,  was  reported  to  (he  House 
acci'rdingly. 

Ordereil,  Thai  the  bill  pass  to  the  third  reading 
u  amended. 

Retolred.  That  the  President  of  the  Senate 
notify  ihe  Eiecuiive  of  the  State  of  Georgia,  or 
the  death  o!  Javek  JiCKeoH,  late  a  Senator  of 
that  State  for  the  Uniled  States. 

The  bill  to  regulate  Rnd  Gi  the  compensations 
ol  clerks,  and  for  other  purpOKfs,  wai  read  Ihe 
third  time ;  and,  having  been  further  amended, 

R£siilved,  That  tnis  bill  pass,  ihm  it  be  engro»- 
ed,  and  thai  ihe  title  thereof  be  "An  acl  tu  recu- 
laie  aod  fix  ibe  compensatiuo  of  clerks,  and  Tur 
ether  purpose*." 


The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  tbe 
Whole,  the  cooKideralion  of  the  araendmeBta  re- 
ported to  the  bill,  entitled  ''An  set  roakinsappro- 
priBlion*  for  the  support  of  Qorernment  for  Ihe 
yt-ar  1806;"  and,  haTinii  further  amended  tbe  bill, 
it  wa$  reported  lo  the  House  accordingly. 

Tbursdat,  April  10. 

Ordered,  That  the  report  of  tbe  Secreiarf  of 
Ibe  Trea-iury.  on  the  memorial  of  John  CKefter, 
be  referred  to  Mes.^rs.  Hillhodbb.  BALDWit«,  aod 
Anderson,  14  consider  and  report  (hereon. 

Ordered,  That  1  wo  hundred  copies  of  the  letter 
of  the  Treasnrerof  tbe  United  Siairsto  the  Vice 
President,  of  the  28ih  ol  January,  1806.  logelber 
wiih  the  accounts  of  (he  Treasury,  War,  and 
Navy  Deparimenls,  from  OMober  1.  1604,  to  Oc- 
tober 1,  1805,  be  printed. 

The  bill,  eoiiiled  "An  act  inaddition  to  an  act, 
entitled  'An  acl  regulaitng  the  grants  of  land,  and 

Gotiding  for  the  disposal  of  the  Innds  of  ibe 
nited  States  Muih  of  the  Stale  of  Tennenee," 
was  re.ad  ihe  second  tim^  qnd  referred  lo  Messrs. 
Adams,  Baldwin,  and  Stohg,  to  consider  and 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  anaeod,  in  tbe 
cases  therein  mentioned,  '  the  act  lu  regulate  th« 
collection  of  duties  on  imports  and  tonnage,"  iras 
read  the  second  time,  and  referrM  (o  Messrs. 
MtTCBTLL,  Baldwin,  and  Stonb,  to  consider  and 
report  thereon. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  acl  for  eslaUisbieg  trad- 
ing-hounes  with  the  Indian  tribes,"  was  read  (he 
second  lime,  and  referred  to  Messrs.  AnnEHSOH, 
Smith,  of  Ohio,  and  Stone,  to  consider  and  re- 
port thereon. 

The  Senate  took  into  consideration  tbe  resolu- 
tion submit tj(I,.-in  the  7[h  instant,  fur  an  amend- 
ment to  Ihe  C&naiituiion  of  the  United  Siaiea, 
forpruhibiiing.  after  the  first  of  January,  1808,  tbe 
further  importation  of  slaves;  and  ibe  furlfaec 
consideraiioo'ihereof  was  postponed  until  tbe  first 
Monday  in  December  next. 

The  Senate  took  into  consideration,  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  (Mr.  Anderson  having 
been  requested  by  the  President  lo  lake  ibe 
Chair.)  the  amendments  reported  by  the  select 
commiitee  10  tbe  bill,  entitled  "Ad  act  to  prohibit 
the  importation  of  certain  gools.  wares.and  mn- 
chaodise."  And,  after  debate,  the  Pbgsident  re- 
sumed the  Chair,  and  Mr.  ANDGRSon,  from  tbe 
Cuoimiiiee  of  ibe  Whole,  reported  thai  ihef  had 
disagreeil  to  the  amendmenis  of  the  select  con- 
miltee,  but  had  agreed  lo  an  amendment  to  the 
bill;  which  was  read,  and  the  bill  waa  amended 
accordingly ;  and,  on  the  question.  Shall  Ihe  hilt 
pass  tu  the  third  readinf(.  as  amended  1  it  passed 
in  theafiSrmaiive— yeagl9,  nays  9,  as  follows: 

Yus — Metsrs.  Adams,  Andenan,  Bsldwin,  Condit, 
Gaiilsrd,  Gilman,  Howlind,  Kitchel,  Madaj,  MitchiU, 
Moore,  Smith  of  Maryland,  Smith  of  New  York,  Bonitlk 
of  Ohio,  Otnith  of  TeuneMee,  Smithof  Vermont,  Thrn^ 
IDD,  Tnmer,  and  Wright. 

Nits — Meura.  Adair,  Bradley,  Uilthouae,  Picker- 
ing, Plumer,  Stone,  Sumter,  Tra^,  and  Wbite. 


233 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


2U 


April.  1806. 


Sbhatk. 


The  bill,  e;)tiiled  "An  act  msbioK  appropria- 
tion." for  ihe  support  of  GorerameDl  for  ihe  year 
1S06."  WHS  rend  the  ihird  liiue  as  amended. 

Iteioioed,  Thai  thin  biil^^iaBs  with  intenclnx 

On  motion,  it  was  agmd  that  tbe  third  reading 
of  (be  bill,  entitled  'An  act  authurizlng  ihe  erec- 
tioD  of  I  bridge  over  the  river  Potomac,  within 
tbe  District  of  Colamtjia,"  be  the  order  of  the  day 
lor  tomorrow. 

The  Svnale  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  second  resdin^'of  the  bill,  entiiird 
"An  act  making  appropriations  for  the  support  of 
the  Military  Bstabh&hmeniof  the  Uoiied  States, 
for  ibe  year  1806^''  and  the  bill  baring  been  re- 
portnf  lo  the  House  without  nmmdroent, 

Ordered,  Thai  it  pas*  to  a  third  reading. 

The  Senate  resumed  tbe  conxideration  of  the 
KS'-luiions  of  the  17th  of  March  lai^t,  relative  10 
William  Eaton,  and  others,  late  officer*  in  tbe 
army  of  the  ex  Bavbaw  of  Tripoli. 

Ordered,  Thai  ihe  further  cuoaideration  there- 
of be  postponed  until  the  fiisE  Mondayiia  Decem- 
ber next. 

Mr.  Anderson,  from  the  commillee  lo  whom 
was  referred,  on  the  7lb  instant,  the  bill,  entitled 
"An  act  further  to  alier  and  establish  certain  post 
roads,  and  for  other  purposes."  reported  iha  bill 
with  amendments. 

The  resolution  for  defrayins  the  expenses  of 
the  funeral  of  Jimes  Jackson,  late  a  Senator  of 
Ihe  United  States,  from  the  State  of  Georgia,  was 
read  ibe  aecund  time,  and  passed  to  ibe  third' 
reading.  , 

Tbe  bin  far.the.r^i]IatioB  of  the  fees  of  aitor- 
leys  and  the  officers  of  the  courts  of  the  District 
of  Cotumbia,  and  for  uther  porpose*.  was  read  tbe 
tbird  time  as  amended,  and  further  ameodmeDis 
haviDg  been  proposed,  the  eoosideraiion  thereof 
yna  pouponed. 


Fbidat,  April  11. 
Hr.  Bradlet  presented  the  memorial  of  Ira 
AUeo.Maiing  that  he  has  lustnined  great  damage 
aoid  MiSerings  by  tbe  capture  of  a  qaaaiityof 
arms  and  ordnance,  under  the  anthoriiy  of  the 
British.^oTernmeot,  which  were  purchased  in 
~     icejjC^t  ibeai      '      '  '         "'  "    " 


FrancejjCk 


supply  of  ihe  militia  of  the  Stale 


jarlment  of  State,  to  rrport 

Ur.  Tbact,  from  tKetJKPagers  at  tbe  eonfer- 
esce  OD  the  amendnienisf^Uie  bill,  entitled  ''An 
act  to  repeal  so  much  of  anj^^ct  or  acta  as  au- 
thorize ine  receipt  nf  eiridences  of  tbe  public  debt 
in  payment  for  lands  of  the  United  Stales,  and 
ior  other  pgrpOMs  relative  to  tbe  public  debt," 
made  report :  Whereupon, 

Betolved,  That  the  Senate  do  agree  to  the 
amendment  proposed  by  the  House  ol^Reprenent- 
wives  to  Ihfir  fourth  amendment,  and  that  they 
insict  on  ibeir  last  amendment  disagreed  toby  the 
House  of  Represcniaiives. 

Mr.  MiTcaiLL,  from  tbe  committee  to  whom 
Vis  Nferred,  on  ih«  (hiril  of  April,  ihe  bill,  enti- 


tled "An  act  flupplemeniary  to  the  act,  eolitled 
'An  act  to  extend  the  jurixdiotion,  in  certain  cB><e% 
tu  the  Territorial  courts,"  reported  ameudmentc} 
which  Wfre  read. 

Mr.  MiTCRiLi.,  from  the  committee  to  whota 
was  referred,  on  the  7th  of  Apr'l,  the  bill,  entitletl 
"An  act  EupplempDiary  (o  Ih .  act  malting  provia- 
inn  for  the  payment  of  cLims  of  citizens  of  th« 
United  States  on  the  Qtjvprnment  of  Prance," 
reported  the  bill  without  amendment. 

The  Senate  considered,  as  in  Committee  of  tb« 
Whole,  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  authorizing  a 
detachment  from  the  militia  of  the  United  Statfs^ 
and  Ibe  bill  having  been  amended,  was  reported 
to  the  H"Use  accordingtr. 

Ordered,  That  this  bill  pass  to  the  third  read- 
ing na  amended. 

Tbe  following  Message  was  received  from  the 
Prebident  optbb  United  States: 
Tit  tie  Senate  mnd  Houti  of 

Repreteutatnee  of  the  Vaitcd  Stata  .• 

I  now  lay  belbre  Congnm  a  statement  of  the  militia 
of  the  United  Statea,  according  to  the  returns  last  r«- 
ceived  from  the  several  Stales  and  Territonea.  It  will 
bo  pareaived  that  10106  of  theae  are  not  of  recent  data^ 
and-that  from  the  Sutes  of  Maryland  and  Dstaivaren* 
returns  are staledr  As  &raa  appean  fromaarrscorda^. 
nana  were  ever  rsoderad  Jrom  aUher  of  theae  Stales. 
Fran  the  Territoriea  of  Orieans,  Loniaiana,  and  Niak* 
igKO,  eoniplele  retnina  have  not  yet  bean  received. 
TH.  JfiFFEBSON. 

AfBiL  II,  1S06. 

The  Mneage  and  documents  were  read,  and 
ordered  to  lie  mr  consideration. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  ihe  Hou^e  have  passed 
the  bill  sent  froty  the  Elenaie  for  concurrence,  en- 
titled "An  act  to  auftiorize  Ihe  State  of  Tennes- 
see to  issue  grants  and  perfect  titles  to  lands 
therein  described,  and  to  settle  the  cbiima  to  the 
vacant  and  unappropriated  Innds  vriihin  ihs 
aam^"with  amendmentn,  in  which  they  desiM 
tbe  concurrence  of  the  Senate.  They  bave  passed 
a  bill,  entitled  *'  An  act  to  prohibit  the  officers  of 
the  Army  and  Navy  from  holding  or  exercising 
any  civil  office,"  in  which  they  desire  the  concur- 
rence of  tbe  Senate. 

Tne  bill  last  brougbt  np  for  cooeurrence  waa 
read,  and  ordered  to  tbe  second  reading. 
'  Mr,  Anderbon,  from  the  committee  appointed 
3ht  December,  to  consider  the  memorial  of  tha 
Houxe  of  Representatives  of  the  Territory  of 
Orleans  reported  a  bill  supplementary  totheact, 
entitled  "An  act  for  ascertaining  and  adjuring' 
the  titles  and  claims  to  land  within  the  Territory 
ofOrleansand  the  District  ol  Louisiana  ;"  which 
waa  read,  and  ordered  to  ihe  second  reaUii^. 

The  bill,  entitled  ''An  act  auttioriziog  the  erec- 
tion of  a  bridge  over  tbe  river  Potomac,  within 
the  Di^lrici  of  Culumbia,''  was  read  tbe  third 
time)  and,  on  motion  to  piMipoae  the  further 
consideration  thereof  until  the  first  Monday  in 
December  next,  it  pa.'ised  in  the  affirmative— yeaa' 
19,  nays  10,  as  fullow^: 

YsAt— Msasia.  Adair,  Aduns,  Anderson,  Baldwin,' 
Oilman,  BiUbonaa,  Uowlaad,  Kikhal,  Madaj,  Mitoh  / 
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iU,  PkksTing.  8Mhh  of  Hvyluid,  Smith  of  Now  Tork, 
Btemt,  SobM^  Thnuloo,  Tncy,  WoithiiiBtoi),  and 
Wright. 

Nam— MsMn.  BnHej,  Condit,  OaUIud,  Moore, 
nnaisi,  Smith  of  Ohio,  Smith  of  TennawBi,  Smith  of 
Tmioot,  Turner  end  White. 

80  th«  bill  ma  pootpoDett. 

Batcbdav,  April  13. 

The  Senate  look  iolo  consideration  [he  report 
of  the  committee  on  the  memorial  of  the  Preiiir 
dcnl  and  Directora  of  the  Chenpeake  and  Dela- 
ware Caoal  Company ;  and  the  further  contiider- 
BtioD  thereof  was  postponed  until  the  first  Mon- 
dav  in  December  next. 

The  resolution  of  the  House  of  RepresentaiiTee 
uitborizinf  the  adjournmeDt  of  Congress  on  Wed- 
day,  the  16ih  of  Ibe  present  raonth,  was  resumed 
and  amrnded,  by  insertion  of  Monday,  the  2hl,  in 
place  of  Wednesdar^  the  16th. 

Ordered,  That  it  pass  to  the  third  reading  as 
uoended. 

Mr.  AnpfiBaoH,  from  tt«  committM  to  whotn 
ins  wfcmd,  on  the  10th  instant,  the  bill,  eaiitird 
"An  Kt  for  eaUbliahing  trading~honsM  with  the 
IndiiB  Itibea,"  nptwted  the  bill  with  aBendmenti. 
■  Hr.  Twiurt,  fran  tb«  oomvtitw  to  whom  was 
reAireA,  on  the  tbtrd  hiMant,  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
tet  to  provide  tor  the  adjnstmeni  of  title*  to  land 
in  ih«  Territory  of  Michigan,  and  for  other  pur* 
poses,"  reported  the  bill  with  amendments. 

The  Senate  took  into  eouideiaiion  (he  amend- 
ments of  ibe  Hooee  of  Representatives  to  the  l»IL 
entitled  "An  act  in  addition  to  an  act,  entitled 
(An  act  regulating  the  gianta  of  land,  and  pro- 
Tiding  for  the  dispoaal  of  the  lands  ottht  United 
Sutes  aouth  of  the  State  of  Tenaeseee ,-"  and  the 
farther  coDudeniion  thereof  was  postponed  until 
Uonday  next. 

The  Dill,  entitled  "Aa  act  to  prohibit  the  offi- 
CNs  of  the  Armjr  and  Nary  from  boiding  or  ex- 
ercising any  cinl  office,"  wu  read  the  second 
time  ;  akd,  on  motion  to  postpone  this  bill  to  the 
fint  Monday  in  December  next,  it  pessed  in  the 
affirmative— yea*  17,  nays  10,  as  follows : 

YiAS — Messrs.  Adsir,  Adsms,  Btldwin,  Conffit, 
Oitau,  Howlsod,  Kitclie4,  Logvn,  Mitehill,  Plumer, 
Smith  of  Msiyland,  Smith  of  Nsw  YoA,  Smith  of 
TsMeasBS,  Smidi  of  Venaont,  Tiac^,  While,  sad 
Wr^ht. 

Nais— MflssTs.  Anderson,  Oaillard,  Hillbonae,  Hao- 
lar,  Moois,  Fickoiiiig,  8t«aie,  Snmter,  Tumor,  and 
WontuDgton. 

80  the  bill  was  postponed. 

The  Senate  took  into  consideration,  as  in  Com- 
mitter e£  the  Whole,  the  amendments  repotted  10 
the  bill  in  addition  to  "An  act  for  catahTishin^  a 
Mint,  and  regulating  the  coins  of  the  United 
States  ;''  and,  tiaving  agreed  thereto,  the  bill  was 
taporied  to  the  House  accordingly. 

Ordtnd,  That  this  bill  pass  to  a  third  reading 

The  Senate  took  into  consideration,  at  in  Oom- 
ip|Ue«  of  the  Whole,  the  ameadmenic  reported  to 
tSi  UU,  antitled  "Ju  act  suj^lemeniaiy  10  the 


lied  'An  act  to  extend  jurisdiction  in  cer- 
tain cases,  10  the  Territorial  courts ;"  and,  baring 
agreed  to  the  amendmenis,  the  bill  was  leportea 
to  the  House  accordingly. 

Ordered,^  That  this  bill  pass  to  a  third  leading, 
as  amend  ed. 

isare  from  the  House  of  Representatires 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  making  appropriaiions  for 
the  soppiirt  of  the  Nary  of  the  United  States;" 
a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  prescrilang  the  effect  in 
each  Slate  of  the  records  of  judgments  and  de- 
creet of  courts  of  records  of  every  other  State  ;** 

'  ' '",  entitled  "An  act  making  a  further  ap- 
propriation towards  the  completing  the  south  wing 
of  the  Capitol  at  the  Citr  of  Washington:"  in 
which  bills  thef  request  the  concurrence  of  die 
Senate.  They  insist  on  their  disagreement  10  the 
IsBi  amendment  of  the  Senate  to  Ue  billg  entitled 
"An  act  to  repeal  so  much  of  the  act  entitled  'An 
act  to  repeal  so  mtich  of  any  act  or  acts  as  aothop- 
ize  the  recript  of  eridences  of  the  public  debt  ia 
payment  for  lands  of  the  United  States,  and  for 
other  purposes  relative  to  the  public  debt"  They 
agree  to  the  first,  and  disagree  to  all  the  other 
amendments  of  the  Senate  to  the  bill,  entitled 
"An  act  making  appropriations  fpr  the  support  of 
Oovetomeot  for  the  year  1806,"  and  request  ft 
cooferenee  on  the  antendments  diMgreed  to,  and 
hare  appointed  managers  on  their  part. 

The  three  bills  last  hroofffat  up  for  concurrence, 
were  reed,  and  ordered  to  the  second  reading. 

MonnAY,  Apiil  14. 

The  bill  Bopplementary  to  the  act,  entitled  "Km 
act  for  Bsoertaining  and  adjusting  the  titles  and 
claims  to  lands  wtthin  the  Territory  of  Orleans 
and  district  of  Louisiana  "  was  read  the  seoood 
time  and  passed  to  a  third  reading. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  maltinf  appropria- 
tions  for  the  support  of  the  Navy  01  the  United 
States  dorins  tbeyear  ISOSj"  was  read  the  sec- 
oad  lim^  and  referred  to  Messrs.  BAt-owtn,  Mrr» 
cBiLL,  and  Tbaot,  to  consider  and  report  theteon. 

Mr.  WoRTHinoTOH,  from  the  committee  le 
whom  was  referred,  on  the  6th  instant,  the  bill, 
entitled  "An  act  m  divide  the  Indiana  Territory 
into  two  separate  govemnaents,  and  for  other  pnr- 
poees  i"  reported  amendments,  which  were  reed. 

The  bill,  entitled  ''An  twt  prescribing  the  effect 
in  each  State  of  the  records  of  judgments  and  de- 
crees of  coorta  of  record  of  erery  other  State," 
was  read  the  second  time,  and  referred  to  Messra^i 
Ahdbbsok,  MiTCBiLt.,  and  Smith  of  Vermool,  to 
consideT  and  report  thereon. 

Tbe  bill,  entitled  ''An  act  making  a  farther  ep- 
proprtaljon  towards  completing  the  south  wing 
of  ine  Capitol,  at  the  City  of  Washington,"  wu 
read  the  second  time. 

Ordered,  That  it  pas*  to  a  third  reading. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
amendment  10  the  bill,  entitled  '!An  aci  to  repeal 
so  much  of  any  act  or  acts  as  authorize  thereceip 
of  evidences  of  the  public  debt  in  payment  tot 
lands  of  the  United  StaiM,aud  for  other  purpoeei 
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reUtive  lo  ibe  public  ^bt ;"  dingreed  to  by  t&e 
HoQse  of  Representa tires ;  and 

JUtahed,  That  the  SeoKte  agree  thereto  as 
amemfed. 

Tbe  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  tfa«  amend- 
meats  disagreea  to  by  the  House  of  R«pre$enia- 
tires.  to  the  bill,  emitted  "An  aot  making  appro- 
priations for  the  support  of  QoTernmeat  for  the 
year  1806,"  and  tbeii  ^nest  of  a  eonferenoe 
therecHi }  and 

Retobxd,  That  the  Senate  agrae  to  the  said 
conference,  and  that  Messrs.  TatoT  and  Bald- 
TiK  be  the  managers  on  tjieir  part 

The  reaolntian  of  the  House  of  Beptcsanta- 
trres,  of  the  8ih  inalant,  on  the  sabjeet  ol  adjoBm- 
ment,  was  read  the  Ihir^  time;  and 

Beaolcedj  That  the  Senate  agree  thereto,  as 
■iBended. 

The  Senate  considered  the  amenthaenis  of  the 
Bonse  of  Representatives  to  tbe  bill,  eotitted  "An 
act  to  aulbonze  the  State  of  Tennessee  to  issue 
grants  and  perfect  tiiles  to  certain  lands  therein 
described,  and  to  settte  the  claims  to  the  vacant 
and  unappropriated  lands  within  the  same  ;"  and, 

lUtolved,  That  they  concar  tberetD. 

Tbe  bill,  entitled  "An  Mt  aathoriimg'  a  deUck- 
ment  from  the  militia  of  the  United  States,"  was 
read  the  third  time,  as  amended,  and  passed. 

The  bill  for  the  regulation  of  tlie  fees  of  attor- 
neys, and  the  officers  of  the  conrts  of  the  District 
of  Cotambia,  and  for  other  purposes^"  was  re- 
sumed, amended ;  and,  on  the  question,  Shall 
ibiibill  past?  it  was 

Rdiolved,  in  the  affirmative  i  and  that  the  bill' 
be  engrossed,  and  that  the  title  thereof  be  "An  act 
for  t£e  reswhttion  of  the  timea  of  holding  the 
eoam  of  t&e  EKsttMt  of  Colvmbia,  and  for  olfcer 

A  message  ttota  the  House  of  RepretenlatlveB 
infiitmed  the  Senate  ihat  the  House  have  ps^d 
tbe  toHowing  bills,  in  which  they  request  the  coa- 
cnrrence  of  the  Senate:  a  bill,  eutiiled  "An  act 
tespectiog  tbe  ehtims  to  land  in  Ibe  Indiana  Terri- 
tory, and  Slate  at  Ohio  ;"  a  bill  entitled  "An  act 
concerning  the  farther  safeguard  of  vessels  in  the 
vicinity  of  (he  United  States  and  the  lerritories 
ibereof ;"  a  bill  entitled  "An  act  making  appropri- 
ations for  carrying  into  efeci  a  treaty  between 
the  United  Suiet  and  the  Chickasaw  tribe  of  In- 
djant  ^'  and  a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  makiog  appro- 
pnaiiooB  for  carrying  into  cffitct  cenaia  Indian 
treaties." 

The  two  bills  last  mentioned  were  iwiet  read, 
by  noaDimons  consent,  and  rererred  lo  Meters. 
AMDaBsoN,  8ToiiE,and  Baldwin,  to  consider  and 
teoort  thereon. 

The  two  billt  ftrst  taentioaed  wei«  read,  and  of 
dned  to  the  second  reading. 

The  following  Metsage  waa  received  from  the 
PaaainEifT  of  the  United  Statbb,  which  waa 
read,  and  ordered  to  lie  for  ooneideration : 
n  the  Senate  and  Hau*t  of 

ReprtMtntaOiia  of  tke  XMted  Stata.- 

Poring  the  blockade  of  Tripoli  by  the  sqindron  of 
&e  United  8ta«M,  a  maU  cmiser,  under  the  Bag  of 
Taaia,  wiA  twa  pile*  (all  of  trifiag  nine)  atlamptad 


to  enter  TripeB,  waa  tnnad  back,  wamed,  and  ak 
teBpilag  again  to  ante^waa  tak«n  and  datained  aa 
pme  b;  the  aquadron.  Her  reatitutica  waa  tdaimad  by 
the  Be;  of  Tuiiia,  with  a  threat  of  war,  in  terms  ■» 
serioDs,  that,  on  witbdrawing  from  the  blockade  of 
Tiipolt  the  commanding  officer  of  the  squadron  thought 
it  bis  duty  to  repair  to  Tunis  nith  his  aquadroa,  and  l« 
reqniie  a  caldgoncal  doclaratz<m,  nhether  peace  or  war 
was  intended.  Tbe  Be;  preferred  eiplaioing  himself 
by  an  Ambaandor  to  the  United  States,  who,  on  hi* 
arrival,  renewed  die  reqneit  that  the  vessel  and  bef 
prizeaibonld  be  leatoredi  It  was  deemed  proper  l» 
give  tlui  proof  of  ftienddiip  to  the  Bey,  a>d  the  Auk 
bsHadoT  was  informed  the  veaaeU  would  be  reslorad. 
Afterwards  he  made  »  mpiiailion  of  naval  dona  to  be 
sent  to  the  Bey,  in  order  to  secure  a  peace  for  the  term 
of  three  yeara,in(b  a  threat  of  war,  if  reinaed.  It  ha> 
bean  re&sed,  and  the  AmbasMdar  is  almnt  lo  depart 
without  recediug  fironi  hii  threat  or  demand. 

Under  theat  cirainatance*,  and  con^dering  that  the 
sevu^  pNvitians  of  (be  aat  of  March  SBtli,  1604,  trill 
cease,  in  eonsequence  of  the  ratification  of  the  trca^ 
of  peace  wHh  Tripoli,  now  advised  and  consented  to 
by  the  Senate,  I  have  thought  it  m;  duty  to  communt- 
ca(e  these  be(a,  in  order  that  CongresB  ma;  conndet 
tile  expedianf^  of  contuiDiug  the  same  provisions  toa 
hmitad  time,  or  malting  others  equivalent 

TH.  JEFFERSON. 

Aiui,  14,  1806. 
On  motion,  it  was 

Semhed,  That  the  Jndges  of  the  Oittriet  of 
Colnmbia  be  reqoeslcd  to  repoK  a  fee-bill  for  the 
oScera  and  attorneys  of  the  said  District,  to  the 
Senate  t)f  the  United  States,  at  their  next  session. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  aot  making  appropria- 
lions  far  the  sopport  of  the  Military  Bstahlishment 
of  the  United  Slates,  for  the  year  1806,"  was  read 
the  third  time,  and  passed. 

Tbe  bill,  entitled  "An  act  supplementary  to  tbe 
act,  entitled  "An  actio  extend  jurisdietioD  in  cer- 
tain cases  lo  tbe  Territorial  courts,"  was  read  the . 
Ibird  time  as  amended. 

JbmAved,  That  this  UU  pan  with  the  am«)d- 

Tbe  reeolution,  first  read  on  the  9tb  instant,  r^ 
specling  tbe  funeral  expenses  of  James  Jackson, 
was  read  tbe  third  lime  and  agreed  to. 

The  bill,  entiled  "An  act  snpptementarT  to  tbe 
act  making  provisionfor  the  payment  ofcEaims of 
citizens  oftne  United  Slates,  on  the  Government 
of  France,"  was  considered. 

Ordered,  Thai  this  bill  pass  to  a  third  reading. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  establishing  Ira- 
ding  bouses  with  the  Indian  tribes,"  was  con- 
sidered as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole;  and  the 
amendments  having  been  agreed  to,  the  bill  Was 
reported  to  the  House  accordingly. 

Ordered,  That  this  bill  pass  to  the  third  read- 
iuffas  amended. 

The  bill,  enlilled  "An  act  further  to  alter  and 
establish  certain  post  roads,  and  for  other  pur- 

Wies."  was  considered  as  in  Committee  of  th« 
hole,  and  the  amendments  in  part  adopted. 
Ordirtd,  That  the  farther  conaideratioDaf  this 
billbe  Mstpooed. 

Mr.  TnaNBB,  from  tbe  committee  appoint^  19 
oonsider  tbe  bill,  entitled  "Aa  act  for  ereotmt 
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cerCuin  liebt-httasei  in  the  Bute  of  Ma«;aehuM(ls, 
fOT  building  a  beacon  or  pier  at  Bridgeport,  in  ihe 
SiBle  of  Connftflkul,  and  for  fixing  buoys  to 
Pamlico  Sound,  in  the  State  of  North  Caicnioa," 
reported  the  bill  without  ameDdment. 

TcEaoAY,  April  15. 
Mr,  MiTCBiLL,  from  the  committee  to  vhom 
was  leferred  ibe  bill,  enliiled  "An  act  lo  amend, 
JH  the  cai^B  therein  meniioDed,  the  ''Act  to  resu- 
late  the  coliectioo  of  duties  on  imports  and  iaa~ 
MLge."  reported  it  wiihoui  ameadmenL 

'  Mr.  MiTcuiLL  communicated  the  memorial  of 
Augustus  B.  Woodward,  ataiing  the  criiical  situa- 
liofi  of  the  Michigan  Territory,  and  preying  thai 
the  ii:eaaares  on  that  subject  now  uader  the  con- 
fiideration  of  Congress,  may  be  adopted  ;  and  it 
vas  agreed  thai  lb«  memorial,  with  sundrj'  docu- 
ments accoiQpaayiDg  it,  lie  on  the  table,  until  the 
bill  on  the  sunjeci  shall  be  considered  as  in  Cum- 
miiiee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Tract  reported  sundry  modifications  from 
the  committee  of  conferetice,  on  the  bill,  entitled 
"An  act  making  appropriations  for  the  support  of 
GoTernmeni  for  the  year  1806;"  and  the  report 
was  adopted  ;  and  it  was  agreed  to  cdodify  the  bill 
accordingly. 

The  bill  entitled  ''An  act  cooceruing  the  further 
safeguard  of  rexsels  in  the  viciniiv  of  tbe  Uniti^d 
Staiei  and  the  Territoriea  thereof',"  was  read  the 
second  lime,  and  referred  to  Mes«ra.  Baldwin, 
Traot,  and  Mitcbill,  to  consider  ftnd  report 
thereon. 

The  bill,  enliil«il  "Ao  act  respeeling  (^laimR  to 
land  in  the  Indiana  TerTitor7,aQil  Stale  of  Ohio," 
was  read  the  second  lime,  and  referred  to  Messrs, 
Bhitb  of  Ohio,  Baldwin,  and  Smith  of  New 
York,  to  consider  and  report  thereon. 

Mr.  Anderson,  from  the  committee  lowborn 
was  referred,  yesterday,  tbe  hill,  entitled  "An  act 
making  appropriaiions  for  carrying  into  effect  a 
Treaty  between  tbe  United  Statesand  tbeChicka- 
aaw  tribe  of  Indians;"  also,  the  bill,  entitled  ''An 
act  making  appropriations  for  carrying  into  effect 
certain  Indian  treaties;"  reported  the  hills,  sever- 
ally, without  amendment 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  tbe  amendments  reported  to  (be  bill,  en- 
titled "An  act  further  to  alter  and  eMsblish  cer- 
tain post  roads,  and  for  other  purposes ;"  and  hav- 
ing agreed  thereto,  and  further  amended  tbe  bill, 
it  was  leporled  to  the  House  accordingly. 

Ordered,  That  this  bill  pass  to  the  third  read- 
ing as  amended. 

Tbe  following  Message  was  received  from  the 
President  op  the  Uniteii  States: 
7b  tAt  Senate  and  Houte  of 

Sepreeentativa  of  the  Untied  StaUi : 
The  Senate  having  advised  and  consented  to  the 
latifiealion  of  ■  treatv  concluded  nilh  the  Piankechaw 
Indians,  (ot  extinguishing  their  claim  to  the  conntiy  be- 
tween the  Wabuh  sod  Kukukia  cesmons,  it  is  ttam 
laid  before  both  Houses  (br  the  exercise  of  theu'  Con- 
Hitutional  poiveii.Be  to  tbe  meani  of  lulGlliag  it  on 
our  patt.  TH.  JEPFGRSON. 

April  1&,  1806. 


The  Mestage  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  for 

Mr.  Baldwih,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  ihebill,  entitled  "An  act  making  np- 

BCjiriaiions  for  the  support  of  the  Navyoftho 
otted  Slates  during  ibe  year  ISOti,"  reported  the 
bill  wiibuui  amendment. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  lo  probibii  tbe  im- 
poriaiion  uf  certain  goods,  wares,  and  mercbaa- 
dise,"  was  read  the  third  time  ;  and  tbe  amend- 
ment adopted  was  again  considered  and  rvjeete4. 

A  moiiun  wasmide  to  postpone  the  bill  tor  th« 
purpone  of  considering  the  following  resoluikm: 

ReaiA^  That,  in  consequence  of  a  mra«  favorabia 
course  of  conduct  on  the  pact  of  Great  Briton,  in  rs- 
qiect  lo  Ibe  disturlwnce  oftlie  trade  of  the  United  6tata>  { 
Bul  entertaining  a  hope  tbst  tbe  Britisb  Miuiali7,  lately 
established,  will  be  disposed  to  a  resaoni^le  sirangs- 
nent  of  all  affairs  of  difference  between  the  two  natiooi. 


act  lo  prohibit  the  impoit- 
ation  of  cettsin  goods,  wares,  and  aercbandiae,"  totba 
first  Monds;  in  November  next. 

And,  on  the  qiwstioa  to  agree  to  this  motion,  it 
passed  in  the  negative — yeas  9,  oafs  19,  as  fullowa ; 

Till — Means.  Adair,  Adsns,  BilUiouse,  Logan, 
Pilfering,  Plunei,  Sumter,  Tracj,  and  While. 

Nats — iiemn.  Anderson,  Baldwin,  Coodit,  Oail- 
lard.  Oilman,  Howland,  lUtcbel,  Madaj,  MitchiU, 
Muora,  Smith  of  Maryland,  Smith  of  New  York,  Sinitli 
of  Ohio,  Smith  of  Tenneaeee,  Smith  of  Venoont,  Stone, 
Thruston,  WDrtbingti>a,'aiid  WrighL 

Aim]  on  tbe  quesliun,  Sball  ibis  hill  pass?  iiwaa 
determined  in  tbe  itfi&raiBtiTe — yeaa  19,  nsya  9,u 
follows : 

YiAB — Mema.  Adams,  Anderson,  Baldwin,  Cnndit, 
OsiUard,  Gilman,  Uowland,  Kitcbel,  Maclsv,  MitchJU, 
Moore,  Smith  of  Marjiand,  Smith  of  New  Yirrk.  Smith 
of  Ohio,  Smith  of  TenoMeee,  Smith  of  Vermoat^ 
Thruston,  Worthington,  ejid  Wright. 

Nati — Messrs.  Adair,  Hillhouse.  Logan,  Pickering, 
Pluiner,  Stone,  Sumter,  Tracy,  and  While. 

So  it  wu  Reeolved,  That  ibis  hill  pass. 


WEDHEeKAT,  April  16. 

A  message  from  tbe  House  of  RepresenTatirea 
informed  ibe  Senate  that  ibe  House  have  passeil 
a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  (ortifylag  the  ports  ahd 
harbors  of  ihe  United  States,  and  for  building 
gunboats;"  in  which  [bey  request  the  concur- 
rence of  the  Senaie. 

Tbe  bill  was  read  tbe  first  and  aecond  time  by 
unanimous  consent. 

Ordered,  That  it  ptta  to  a  third  reading. 

Mr.  Anderson,  from  the  conimiitee  to  whom 
was  referred,  on  the  liih  instant,  the  bill,  emitted 
"An  act  prescribing  the  effect,  in  each  State,  of 
tbe  records  of  judgments  and  decreesi  of  the 
courts  of  record  of  every  other  State,"  reported 
the  bill  with  ftmeadmenis. 

Mr.  Adaus,  from  ihe-commiilee  to  whaaa  waa 
referred,  on  the  10th  instant, the  bill,  eniiilfd  -'An 
act  in  addition  lo  an  act,  entitled  'An  act  legula- 
ting  the  grants  of  land  and  providing  for  tbe  di»- 
puwl  of  tbe  lands  of  tbe  United  States  south  of 
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(he  Bute  of  ToooMaea,"  reporird  the  bill  with 
mmrndciiaats. 

The  SeoBM  Tesumed,  as  in  ComtDJIiee  t>t  ihp 
Wbole,  the  coosideutioQ  of  the  iiaeadnieDts  to 
the  bill,  eoiiiled  "Aa  act  to  prorldr  for  the  ad 

fi4IDun(  of  tides  of  land  in  the  Tt-rritury  of 
ichigao,  and  fur  othrr  parpoaen;"  Bad  the  Boif  nd- 
mcDia  were  adopted,  aad  having  beea  reported  to 
the  HnuM,  the  bill  was  amended  Bccordinsif . 

OrtUrtd,  That  tbb  hill  pBu  to  the  third  read- 
iBff  >■  amended. 

The  Seaate  resumed,  a*  in  Committee  of  the 
Wbule,  the  coDsideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
■at  !□  amend  the  act,  entitled  'An  act  to  divide 
the  Indiana  Territory  into  two  Kparaie  goTeto- 
mpnts,  and  for  other  purpooes." 

ReMtlned,  That  the  further  consideration  of 
this  bill  be  postponed  mitil  the  next  seuion 

The  bill  in  addilioa  to  the  act  eslablishinB; 
Hint,  and  reguUiing  the  ooina  of  the  United 
Stale*,  was  read  the  third  lime  a»  amended. 

Bttoived,  That  this  bill  pa."*,  that  it  be  eogroxs- 
ed  and  that  the  title  thereof  be  'Ad  act  in  addi- 
tion to  ibe  act  e«tabli«hing  a  Mint,  aod  reguUtiog 
the  corns  of  the  United  Stales." 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  aupplementary  totbt 
aet  makiag  provision  for  ihe  payment  otclaims 
ofeiitzens  of  the  United  Slates  on  the  Oovern- 
iqent  of  France,"  was  lend  the  third  time  and 
p»o-ed. 

.  The  hill  supplementary  to  the  not.  entitled  "Al 
act  for  •scertaininfc  and  adjuiting  the  titles  and 
claims  within  the  Territory  of  Orleans  and  the 
district  of  LauisiBDB,"  was  read  the  third  tir 
and  passed. 

The  hill,  entitled  "An  act  raakine  appropria- 
lions  for  the  sopport  of  the  Navy  of  the  United 
Slates  daring  the  year  1806,"  was  resumed. 

Ordertd,  That  this  bill  pass  to  a  third  readiL,. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  erecting  certain 
light-houses  in  the  Stale  of  Mauaehui.etts ;  for 
building  aheacon  or  piet  ai  Bridgeport,  in  Ihe  Slate 
of  Connecticut ;  and  for  filing  buoys  in  Pamlico 
Sound,  in  the  State  of  North  Catoliaa,"  was 
lesumed. 

Ordtred,  That  this  bill  pass  to  a  third  reading. 

Ttie  bill,  entided  "An  act  further  to  alter  and 
ettahlisb  cerialo  poet  roads,  and  for  other  pur- 
puses,"  was  read  the  third  time  as  amended  and 


THDBBn«v,  April  17, 

The  Senate  resumed,  aa  in  Commillee  of  the 
Wbule.  ifae  amendmeDta  reported  to  the  bill,  eoii- 
tW  ''An  act  in  additioo  to  an  act.  rntiiled  'An 
act  regulating  the  srnnis  of  land,  and  prov^dinn 
for  Ihe  disBOMi  uf  the  lands  of  the  United  Siaten 
■ouib  uf  the  Slate  of  Tennessee;"  and,  baring 
adopird  the  aiQendmenis,  the  bill  was  reported  to 
ihf  Howxe  Bceo'dingly. 

Ortitred,  That  the  bill  paas  to  (be  third  read 
ing  as  amended. 

The  Semite  resomed  ihe  second  readins  of  the 
bill,  entitled  ''An  ant  to  ameod,  in  (ht  case  tturain 


ntenlioned,  the  act  to  reguUte  the  collectiop  ot 
duties  on  imports  and  loanage;"  aod, 

Ordered,  Thai  ii  pass  lo  a  third  reading. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Comniitiee  of  the 
Whole,  the  aroendments  reported  to  ibe  bill,  enti- 
tled "An  Bcl  prescribing  ibe  efieci,  in  each  Slate, 
of  rerords  of  judgments  and  decrees  of  the  courts 
of  record  of  every  other  State;"  and,  on  the 
question.  Shall  thia  bill  be  read  a  third  limr?  it 
was  deietmined  in  the  negative.  So  the  bill  was 
lost. 


71i«  B«nit«  bsiing  advised  and  cooHnted  to  the 
Tstificition  of  «  connntion  between  die  United  StaM  - 
aud  the  Cherokee  Indians,  coudaded  at  Wsshingtan, 
ao  the  7th  day  of  Jannit7  laat,  ftrtbe  cession  of  (heir 
right  to  the  tract  of  coanti;  tbereiB  deeoribed,  it  is  now 
Isid  befiHsbntb  Honsea  of  CoQgraes,far  Ihesierciseor 
their  Constitutional  powen  towaida  the  fnlGliasnt 
Ikereof:  TH.  JEFFERSON. 

Afbii,  17,  1S06. 

The  Message  waa  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  fot 
oonsi  deration. 

Mr.  Aduib  gare  notiae,  that  he  would  to-mot^ 
tow  ask  leave  to  bring  in  %  bill  for  the  temporaff 
relief  of  Uamet  Caramalti. 


Onn 

Setalved,  That  a  committee  he  aj^inted  to 
take  into  consideraiion  the  expediency  of  provi- 
ding by  law  for  the  next  meeting  of  Congress, 
and  that  the  committee  have  leave  to  report  by 
bill. 


s.  ANnBnBOH,  Tbaot.  and 


Ordertd,  That  &I 
Balowin,  be  the  co 

.    Mr  AnnEBBOM,  from  the  oonunittee  last  men- 
tioned, reported  a  bill  to  aUer  the  time  of  ibe  next 
meeting  of  Congress,  which  was  read,  and  oidor- 
ed  to  ibe  seoond  reading. 
On  mntion,  i(  was 

Betohed,  That  the  Attorney  General  of  Ihe 
United  Stales  be  direcied  to  prueure  aod  lay  be- 
fore the  Senate,  at  itieir  next  sesstoa,  cables  ol  the 
fees  and  compeoMiions  paid  to  the  aiiornejrs  at 
law,  protbonoiaries,  registers,  and  clerks  of  judi- 
cial courts,  to  aherifis  aod  coroners,  to  grand  and 
petit  itifors,  and  to  witnesses,  in  the  several  Stales. 
On  motion,  il  was 

Jtetohmt,  That  tbe  President  of  the  United 
Slates  be  requested  to  cause  to  be  laid  before  the 
Senate,  if  in  his  opinion  the  same  can  be  dona 
wtih  propriety,  a  particular  siaiemeni  of  ihe  eaube 
of  difference  between  ihe  Bey  of  Tnnis  and  ibe 
Government  of  the  United  Staiea,  and  tbe  com- 
nunicaiions  which  have  taken  place  relative 
hereto. 

Ordtr«d.  That  theSecretary lay  thisreaoluiioa 
wfore  Ihe  President  of  [be  United  Stales. 

The  bill,  entitled  "  An  act  for  ereciiog  certain 

lighi-bouses  in  the  State  of  Mastachuseiia;  for 

buililiog  a  beHcon  or  pier,  at  Bridgepun,  in  the 

"      e  of  Cunneeticut;  and   for  fiiini;  buovi   in 

ilico  Suund^  in  the  Stale  uf  Njrtb  CaruliaB," 

read  the  third  time  and  passed. 
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The  bill,  CD  titled  *■  Ad  Kt  foreaoAl  itking  tradings 
houses  with  the  Indisn  tribes,  '*  vna  read  the  thirit 
time  M  amended. 

Revdwd,  That  this  bill  pass  with  amendments. 

Thebill,  entitled  "Ad  act  makingappropriatioDs 
for  the  support  of  the  Navy  <^  the  United  States 
during  the  year  1806,"  was  read  the  third  time 
end  passed. 

The  bill,  entitled  "  An  act  making  a  further  ap- 
proprialioD  tomrds  completioff  the  somh  wing  of 
the  Capitol  at  the  City  of  Washington,"  was  read 
the  third  time  and  passed. 

The  bill,  entitled''  An  aet  for  fortifying  the  ports 
and  harbors  of  the  United  3iatei,  and  for  boildiBg 
gunboats,"  was  read  the  third  time,  and  referred 
to  Mewrs.  Tracy,  Mitcsill,  and  ANDSBeox,  to 
consider  and  report  thereon. 

The  PBB81DEHT  commuBieatrd  to  the  Senate  a 
mMTt  of  the  Secretary  of  Swte  wa  the  petiitoo 
of  Ira  Allen,  referred  to  him  oa  the  llthiOBUtnl; 
and  the  report  was  read. 

The  Senate  resumed.  &s  ti  Committee  of  the 
Wfaola  the  hill  entitled  ''  An  act  making  appropri- 
ations for  carrying  into  effect  certain  Indian  trea- 
ties," and, 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  Mr.  AndbBbom, 
snd  others,  to  whom  the  bill  wa*  originally  oam- 
inined  further  to  consider  thereon. 

A  message  from  the  Home  of  Reyrecentatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  pMsed 
a  bill,  entitled  "  An  act  repealing  the  acts  iaying 
duties  oa  salt,  and  cootinuing  in  force,  for  a  fur- 
ther time,  the  flrst  section  of  the  aot,  entitled  '  An 
■at  farther  to  protect  the  eomaacrce  and  seamen 
of  the  United  States  against  the  Barbary  Powers," 
IB  whkh  bill  they  request  the  conoorreace  of  the 
Senate. 

The  bill  last  bKraght  op  for  cvDaurtSBoe  was. 
rtad  and  ordered  to  iHe  second  reading.  - 

A  meesage  from  the  House  of  RepreMntatlTee 
informed  the  Senate  thst  the  House  baTo  passed 
the  bill,  sent  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "  An  act 
making  provision  ibr  the  compensation  of  wit- 
nesaee  who  atteBded  the  trial  of  ibe  impeachment 
rf  Saraoel  Chase,"  with  amendments ;  in  which 
tlwy  desire  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  second  reading  of  the 
bill,  entitled  "An  act  making  appropriations  for 
carrying  into  effect  a  treaty  between  the  United 
States  and  the  Chickasaw  tribe  of  Indians,"  as  in 
Committee  of  the  Wholej  and  on  the  cnieHfoo, 
to  strike  out  the  third  Motion  of  ihe  bill?  it  was 
determined  in  the  affirmatiTfr— yeu  20,  nays  5,  aa 
follows : 

T>t* — MsMT*.  Adair,  Adams,  AoderaDn, -C<nidit, 
CMman,  HilthoDW,  Howland,  Kitcbel,  Fioksring,  Pln- 
raoT,  Smith  of  Maiyland,  Smith  of  New  Yo-ik,  Smith 
of  Ohio,  Smith  of  Vermont,  Stone,  Bomter,  Tracy, 
White,  WorOiington  and  Wright. 

Nai* — Messrs.  Baldwin,  Maclay,  Moore,  &aa<k  of 
TenncMee,  and  Turner. 

So  the  section  was  struck  out ;  and,  the  bill  hav- 
ing been  further  amended,  was  reported  to  the 
House  accordingly. 

Ordered,  That  this  hilt  pass  to  the  third  reading 
as  amended. 


The  bill  for  the  temporary  relief  of  Hamet  Cai» 
amalli  was,  by  unanimous  consent,  read  the  fint 


e  of  Rep 


tires  to  the  hill,  entitled  "  An  act  making  prori- 
sion  for  the  compenBation  of  wilBeases  who  at- 
tended Ihe  trial  of  thfl  impaaehoMBt  of  Bamticl 
Chase,"  were  read. 

Pbiobt,  April  18. 

Ordered,  ThattbepetitioaofIraAIIen,together 
with  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  State  thereon, 
be  referred  to  Messts.  Smith,  of  Vermont,  Bald- 
viif,  and  Tubiter,  to  considerand  report  thereon. 

Mr.  HiLLHonsE  reported,  from  the  eommittea 
to  whom  wa*  referreo  the  memorial  of  John  Chw 
ter,  that  the  further  considers tjon  thereof  be  post- 
poned to  the  next  session  of  Congress;  and  thtt 
report  was  adopted. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  conBideralion  of  the 
amendments  of  the  House  of  RepreseDtatires  to 
the  bill,  entitled  "  An  act  making  prorision  for  the 
compensation  of  witnesses  who  attended  the  trial 
of  the  impeachment  of  Samuel  Chase,"  and, 

Retolved,  That  they  disagree  to  (he  said  amend* 
ments,  ask  a  conference  thereon,  and  thai  Measr* 
Tract  and  Wriobt  be  the  managers  at  the  same 
on  the  part  of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  Adair  presented' the  memorial  of  theOo^ 
ernOT  of  the  State  of  Kentucky,  in  befaair  of  th« 
said  State,  ezhibitiog  claims  on  the  United  Slates 
to  the  amount  of  twenty  six  thousand  eight  hun- 
dred and  eight  dollars  and  sixty-two  cents,  for  miF- 
itary  service ;  and  the  roemortal  was  read  and,  tn^ 
gether  with  tbe  accoilipanyingdoenmenls,  referred 
to  tbe  Secretary  for  the  Department  of  W«r»to 
consider  and  report  thereon. 

Mr.  Anderson,  from  tbe  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  yesterday  the  bill,  entitled  "An  aet 
making  appropriations  for  carrying  into  effect  cer- 
tain Indian  treaties,"  reported  the  bill  without 
amendment. 

Mr.  Traot,  from  Ibe  eommiltee  to  whom  wat 
referred,  on  tbe  ITth  instant  Ihe  bill,  entitled  "  Aa 
tfcl  for  fonifying  tbe  ports  and  barbore  of  th« 
United  States,  and  for  building  gunboats,"  report- 
ed it  with  amendments. 

The  hill,  entitled  "An  act  repealing  the  acts 
laying  duties  on  salt,  and  continuing  in  force^  for 
a  fanlter  time,  tbe  first  section  of  tbe  act,  entitled 
'An  act  further  to  protect  the  comtheree  and  sea- 
men of  the  United  Statea  against  the  Barbary 
Powers,"  was  read  the  secona  time,  and  referred 
to  Messrs.  MiTCBiLL,  Tbact,  and  Baldwin,  to 
consider  and  report  thereon. 

Tbe  Senate  took  into  connderation,  a*  ia  eon- 
mittee  of  the  Whole,  the  bUl  for  the  rdief  at  ^ 
Hamet  Caramalli;  and,  after  debate,  the  Pbim- 
DBNT  resumed  the  Chair,  and  Mr.  Ardexsoh,  frona 
the  Committee  of  the  Whole,  reported  BmesA- 
ments  to  the  bill,  which  were  read  in  tbe  Houa^ 
adopted,  and  the  bill  was  amended  aeeordin^y. 

Oniered  "niat  Ae  bill  pass  to  the  third  reading 
a 9  amended. 

The  following  Hesasge  was  received  from  the 
PB9BI&BI1T  OP  THS  Unms  Statbs: 


3id 
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Precwduie*. 


3b the Smtteofllie  ihiied St^m: 


duKS  batrreen  llie  AndtawkdaT  of  Timii  and  the  8«a- 


of  aaytX  itore*.  to  Mcore  e,  p«>ce  fbi  three  jesn  ;  4fUr 
which,  (b«  inference  ia  obviouB,  that  a  nuewal  of  the 
ITeeenta  is  to  be  expected,  to  raaew  the  prolongBtion 
of  p«ace  for  another  term-  Bat  this  demand  has  been 
pieaiad  in  Tcrbal  confereucea,  mach  more  eipKcitlj  and 
HTtinaciotuly  than  appears  in  the  written  coireapoa- 
denee.  To  rave  the  delay  of  copying,  tome  origmala 
an  encjoaed,  with  ■  leqocct  that  they  be  retamad. 
Tfl.  JEFFERSON. 

AfBib  18,  ISfflt. 

The  Message  and  docttments  therein  contained, 
irere  read  and  referred  to  Messrs.  Baldwin,  M it- 
caiLi^  and  Smitb,  of  Vermont,  to  cODsider  and 
report  thereon. 

The  bill,  entitled  "Aa  act  to  amAad,  in  the  cases 
therein  meniioned,  Ihe  act  to  regulate  the  coUec- 
tion  of  duties  on  imports  and  tonnage,"  was  read 
the  third  time. 

JReiohed,  That  this  bill  pass  with  an  amend- 

Tbe  bit],  entitled  "An  aet  makiog  appropriations 
for  cBrrring  into  eSeot  certain  lodian  treaties," 
was  read  the  third  time  and  paraed. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  third  reading  of  the 
UQ,  entitled  "An  act  for  fortifying  the  pons  and 
harbora  of  the  United  States,  and  for  building 
gnnboatE;"  and, 

JRetohed,  That  this  bill  pass  as  amended. 

The  bill,entitled  "An  aet  making  appropriations 
for  carrying  into  effect  a  treaty  between  the  United 
States  and  the  Chickasaw  tribe  of  Indians,"  was 
lead  the  third  time  as  acnended;  and, 

R^oltied,  That  this  bill  pass  with  amendment. 

Tbe  bill  to  alter  the  time  for  the  next  meeting 
of  Congress,  was  read  the  second  time.  On  the 
(gaesiion,  Shall  this  bill  pass  to  tbe  third  reading) 
U  was  determifaed  in  the  negatirei  So  the  bill 
was  lost. 


Satuadat,  April  19. 

Mr.  Bhitb,  of  Ohio,  from  ibe  committM  .. 
whom  was  referred,  on  tbe  15th  initant,  ihe  bill, 
entiiled  "An  aet  respecting  the  claims  to  land  in 
tbe  Indiana  Tet ritory  and  mate  of  Ohio,"  laporled 
the  bill  without  amendmenL 

On  motion,  the  tuU  was  amended  by  striking 
o«t  the  third  section. 

OnbrwL  That  this  Inll  past  to  the  thud  reading 
an  amended. 

Ur.  MiTcniLi.,  from  tbe  oommittee  to  whom 
was  referred,  on  the  18th  instant,  the  bill,  entitled 
"Aji  act  repealing  tbe  acts  laying  duties  on  salt, 
and  continuing  in  force,  for  a  further  time,  t*" 
Aral  eeciim  of  the  net,  entitled  'An  act  farther 
protect  the  commerce  and  seamen  of  the  United 
Stales  against  Ihe  Barinry  Powers,"  repcwied  the 
hitt  withovt  amendments. 


L  Kwssue  from  the  House  of  Representatinn 
informed  the  Senate  thAt  the  House  have  passed 
I,  entitled  "An  act  In  addition  to  an  act,  eati- 
tied  'An  act  stipple mentary  to  the  act  providing 
''  I  Naval  Peace  EstHblishmentrand  for  other 
purposes;"  in  which  they  desire  the  concurrenoa 
'  the  Senate.  They  agree  to  some,  and  disagtee 
other,  amendments  of  the  Senate  to  the  hill, 
entitled  "An  act  further  to  alter  and  esiaUiih 
lin  post  roads,  and  ibr  other  purposes;"  tltw 
also  agreeiosomeof  the  amendments  with  amend- 
ments, in  which  ihey  request  a  coocurrenee^ 

The  bill  laat  brought  up  for  concttrrence  was 
read  the  &rs<  and  aecona  times  by  nnanimona 


Ordend,  That  it  pass  to  the  third  reading,  and 
thnt  it  be  committed  to  Mesecs.  Tnaxaa,  Aauu, 
and  Tbaot,  to  consider  and  report  thereon. 

The  Smate  took  into  consideration  the, amend- 
ment* disagreed  to  by  tbe  House  of  Repreaenu- 
tires  to  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  further  to  altee 
and  establish  certain  poal  roads,  and  for  other 
purpous;''  and, 

RaciMd,  That  ihey  recede  from  the  amend- 
ments disagreed  to,  and  agree  to  the  aBendtnent* 
of  tbe  House  of  Representatives  to  their  amend' 
ments.  <     - 

The  bill  foi  the  relief  of  Hamct  Caramalli  wia 
read  tbe  third  time. 

BemAtted,  That  this  bill  pass,  that  it  be  engTOsaed, 
and  that  tbe  title  thereof  be,  "  Aa  act  for  4ne  leot- 
porary  relief  of  ^met  Oaramalli." 

Hr.  MiTOBiLL.,  from  die-  committee  to  iriiDift 
was  referred  the  memorial  of  the  goratDors  of 
New  York  beapitol,  waTinc  fiirtber  compensa- 
tion for  Ihe  sick  and  msablea  seamen  of  the  Dmi- 
ted  States,  retried,  thai,  owing  to  the  great  di£- 


eziats,  the  further  eonsidaratioo  of  the  nbjeot  ba 
postponed  until  the  next  session  of  Congresaj:  uA 
tbe  report  wa»  adopted. 

Hr.  B ALOW [M,  from  the  camnilteetowhAiawaa 
referred,  on  the  ISifa  inatant,  the  bill,  «itilled  "An 
act  coneeroiag  the  further  saieguaid  of  vessels  ia 
the  vicinity  ofihe  United  Slates  and  the  lenitoriee 
thereof,"  reported  the  bill  without  amendmenL 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  aet  to  proiide  btt  the 
adjustment  of  titles  of  land  in  the  Territory  of 
Michigan,  and  for  other  purposes,"  was  read  the 
third  time  as  amended. 

Betohed,  That  this  bill  pass  with  ameBdmeots. 

A  message  from  die  Houae  of  Represenintivea 
iaforoacd  the  Senate  that  the  Hooee  disagree  u 
the  amendments  of  the  Senate  to  the  bill,  entitled 
"An  act  making  appropriatim  for  carrying  iat* 
effect  a  treaty  between  the  United  Slates  and  ik* 
Chickasaw  trite  of  Indiana,"  and  adhere  to  their 
disagre^nent.     The  House  of  R^reMutatirei 


have  pasaed  the  hill  seat  from  the  Senate,  enti- 

''An  act  to  regulate  and  fii  tbe  compensation 

o(cl(ckB,aDd  for  other  pnrposei,"  with  amend- 


ments, in  which  they  ask  the  eoocnrreace  <d  tha 
Senate.  They  agree  to  the  conference  on  theic 
amendinenia  to  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  making 
ptovisian  £ai  the  annpcnsation  of  witnesses  who 
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aitended  ihe  trial  at  ihe  impncbmenl  ofSamoel 
Cbase,"  and  bafe  appoiDEeid  Maoagera  on  their 

Tbe  galleries  were  cleared,  and  the  doora  of  the 
Seoaie  Chamber  etuafd;  and,  after  (he  code  id  er- 
aiioo  of  the  coBfidvDiial  business,  the  bill,  euii- 
tled  "An  act  in  addilion  to  at)  act,  entitled  'Ad 
act  rrgukting  the  gran  Is  of  Uod.  and  prortding 
for  the  diKDOsal  of  the  lands  of  the  United  States 
■outh  of  the  Slate  of  Tenneasee,"  was  read  the 
third  lime. 

Rnolved,  That  this  hill  pass  with  ameDdmeots. 

Tbe  Senile  took  into  consideraiioo  the  resolu- 
tiuD  of  the  House  of  RepresentaiiTes,  adhering 
to  their  dikagreemenl  to  the  amendmenu  of  the 
Srnaie  to  the  bill,  entitled  ''An  aci  makingappro- 
priationsfor  carrying  into  effeot  a  nraXf  between 
the  United  States  and  ibe  Chickasaw  tribe  of  In- 
dUns}"  aud 

Jteiolved,  That  ibe  Senate  adhen  to  their 
amenilmeuts  to  the  «aid  bill. 

The  Senate  took  into  euasiderattoii  ths  ameod' 
meott  of  ibe  House  of  KepresentattTe*  to  the 
bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  regulate  and  fix  ibe  coid- 
peDuiioD  of  clerks,  and  fur  oiber  purposes  j"  and 
tbev  agreed  thereto. 

The  Senate  took  ittto  consideration,  as  in  Com- 
mittee of  tbe  Whole,  the  amendments  reported  to 
the  billj  entitled  ''An act  repealing  tbe  act"  laying 
duties  on  mil,  and  continuing  in  Ibrce,  for  a  far 
iher  litne,  the  first  secti»n  uf  the  act,  entitled  'Aj 
act  further  to  protect  the  commerce  and  seamei 
of  ibe  United  States  a^inil  ihe  Barbary  Powers ;' 
and,  on  muiion  to  puike  out  tbe  first  sreiioa,  it 
passed  in  tbtt  affirmative — yeas  16,  nays  9,  at 

Tiis— Mmsts.  AdsDM,  Andsnoo,  Baldwin,  Con- 
dit,  GMman,  Kitdiel,  Mitchiil,  Smhh,  Fickarins,  Pin- 
oat,  Smith  of  Maryland,  SiMlh  of  New  York,  Smitli 
of  Ohio,  Smith  of  Vennont,  Thnuton,  Tracy,  sad 
Wrighu 

Nats — Msmtb.  Gullsrd,  HUlboat*,  Howland,  Mso- 
laj,  Moore,  Stone,  Snintar,  Tarsal,  and  Wortfainglon. 

And  having azreed  lo a  further  ameDdmeni,  the 
bill  waa  reported  lo  the  House  and  amended  ac- 
cordingly, 

Ordend,  That  this  bill  paM  lo  the  third  tead* 
ing  as  amended. 


MoNDAT,  Ai^ril  21. 

The  bill,  entitled  *^An  act  eoaceming  tbe  fur- 
ther tafesuard  of  vessels  in  the  vicinity  of  ibe 
United  States  and  the  territories  t he rebf,'' was  re- 
sumed; and,  on  tbe  queittiun.  Shall  this  bill  pass 
lo  the  third  reading?  it  was  determined  in  the 
DMaiive.     So  ilie  bill  was  lost. 

The  bill,  eniitl<>d  "An  act  prapectiog  tbe  claims 
la  land  in  the  Indiana  Territory  and  Slate  of 
Ohio."  was  read  the  ibird  lime  as  amended. 

Jtetolved,  ThaltbiS  bill  pasHwith  amendments. 

On  motion,  Ihe  several  committFes  that  hare 
sol  had  an  opportnniiy  to  perfect  their  reports, 
weredischarged;  snd  Ihe.'wverul  report*  nut  acted 
on,werepo>'l|>onod  totheneztseSKiuu  of  Congress. 

Mr.  Tdshbb,  fromibecummiitee  to  whom  was 


ferred  on  ibe  19th  iDvianl,  ihe  bill,  entitled  "An 
:i  in  addition  to  an  act,  entitled  'An  act  supple- 
mentary to  the  act  providing  tor  a  Naval  Peacs 
Bstsblishmeni,  and  for  oihf  r  purposes,"  reported 


the  hill  wilh  amendments;  and    tbe  bill  barinj 


been  amended  accordingly. 


I  retd  tbe 


■  ring 
third 


Raolttd,  Thatthisbiilpasswith  amendmeot*. 

A  messsee  from  the  Huuse  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  tbe  Huusc  di-agree  lo 
(be  amenilmenta  reported  to  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  repealing  the  acts  laying  duties  on  salt,  nod 
conlinuitig  in  force  for  a  fuilher  lime  the  fiift 
section  of  the  acl,  entitled  'An  act  further  la 
protect  Ibe  commerce  and  seamen  of  tbe  United 
a^inst  the  Barhary  Powers;"  they  insist  on  iheic 
diaagreement,  ai>k  a  conference  thereon,  and  bare 
appointed  manaitera  at  the  same  on  their  part. 

The  Senate  took  into  consideration  the  reaolo- 
lution  of  the  House  of  Represeatallres  proposing 
a  conference  on  the  amendment  to  the  bill,  en* 

tied  ''An  act  repealii 
salt,  and  continuing  it 
first  section  of  the  acl,  entitled  'An  act  further  la 
protect  the  commerce  and  seamen  of  the  United 
States  Bcainst  the  Barhary  Powers:"  and 

Reatdved,  That  ibey  agree  to  the  conference, 
and  that  Meiers.  MiTCBtLL  and  Tbact  be  man- 
agers al  tbe  same  on  the  part  of  the  Senate. 

A  message  from  the  Hou^eof  Representalivea 
informed  Ihe  Senate  that  the  House  disagree  to' 
Ihe  amendments  of  the  Senate  to  the  bill,  entitled 
"An  act  in  addition  to  an  act,  entitled  'An  act 
supplementary  lo  the  act  providing  fur  a  Naval, 
Prace  Establishment,  and  for  other  parpoaes;** 
they  insist  on  tneir  disagreement,  a»k  a  confer- 
ence thereon,  and  have  appointed  managers  al  the 
same  on  their  part.  They  have  passed  a  bill  sent 
from  the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act  supplrmentarr 
to  an  BGl  entitled  'An  acl  for  ascertaining  and  aa- 
ju&ting  Ihe  titles  and  claims  to  land  within  tha 
Territory  of  Orleans  and  the  district  of  Louisiana," 
wilh  an  amendmf  nt,  in  which  they  oak  tbe  con» 
currence  of  the  Senate. 

The  Senate  took  into  consideration  the  resolu- 
tion of  the  House  of  Representatives  askiug  a 
conference  lo  tbe  amendment  to  tbe  bill,  enliued 
"An  act  in  addition  to  an  act,  entitled 'An  act 
Bupplementar^  to  the  act  providing  fur  a  Naval 
Peace  Eoablishment,  and  for  other  purpoaea;" 

Rfolvtd,  That  they  agree  ts  the  conference, 
and  that  Messrs.  Wbiobt  and  Tbact  be  mana- 
gers on  the  part  of  the  Senate. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  tmeod- 

eni  of  the  House  of  Representatives  lo  the  bilL 
entitled  ''Ao  act  aupplemenlary  lo  an  act,  entitled 
'An  act  for  ascertaining  and  adiusiing  the  title* 
and  claims  to  land  within  the  Territory  of  Or- 
leans and  district  of  Lonisiana." 

Jteioleed,  That  they  concur  therein. 
On  motion,  it  was 

Remtlvtd,  Thai  Messrs.  Wbite  and  Adamb  b« 

committee  on  ihe  part  of  tbe  Senate,  wiib  such. 

theHuuseofRepresmiatives  may  join,  to  wait 
on  the  President  of  the  Uutted  State*  and  ntitifir 
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him  ibat,  unless  be  ma;  have  any  Turiher  tom- 
municiiioD^  to  mske  lo  the  tiro  Housei  or  Cod- 
gtrtt,  they  are  ready  to  adjoura. 

Mr.  Whisht  reported  from  the  mat)B^rs  at  the 
CODfercnce  on  ihe  bill,  entitled  "An  act  in  addilioD 
loan  act,eiiuiled  'An  act  supph-meoiar^  to  the 
•ct  proriding  for  ■  Navil  Peace  EaUblishmeal, 
and  for  other  purposes."    Whereupoa, 

Bfohed.  That  the  Senate  recede  from  iheir 
ameDdment  disagreed  to  by  the  House  of  Rf  pre- 
aenuiireii. 

Mr.  MiTCBiLL  reported  from  tbe  manager*  at 
tlie  coofereDce  on  the  bilL  eniitled  "An  act  re- 
pealJD^  the  acts  Uying  duties  on  salt,  and  cootin- 
Ding  in  force  for  a  lunher  time  the  fimt  secliou 
of  lat-  act,  eniiiled  'An  act  further  lo  protect  the 
commerce  and  seanien  of  tbe  United  Slates 
■gainst  the  Barbary  Powers  "     Wbereupon, 

Retotued,  That  tbe  Senate  adhere  to  their 
unendioent  disagreed  to  by  the  Muuse  of  Repre- 
•CDlaores. 

Ordered,  That  th«  further  consideraiion  of  the 
bill,  entitled  "An  act  declaring  the  asuent  of  Con- 

S-esa  to  an  act  of  the  Ofneral   Assembly  of  the 
tate  of  North  Carolina,"  be  postponed  until  the 
next  M>asiun  of  Congress. 

Jte$olvfd,  That  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  snp- 
^eineDiary  to  the  act.  eniitlf'd  ''An  act  regulating 
tbe  grants  iif  land  appropriated  for  Ihe  refuqefs 
{torn  tbe  Britiah  provincea  of  Canada  and  Nova 


Scoiia,"  be  postponed  until  the  next  session  of 


poinled  a  Commii(ee  on  Ihfir  part  lo  wait  on  tbe 
President  of  the  Uniied  States  and  notify  him  of 
the  intended  recess  of  Congress. 

A  messaze  from  the  House  tif  Representativec 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House,  hatrng  fin* 
ished  the  bn'iness  before    them,  ar«  about    to 


"£! 


White,  from  the  committee,  reported  that 
they  had  waited  on  ttie  President  of  the  United 
Stales,  who  informed  ihetti  that  he  bad  no  fur- 
ther communioBtiuns  to  make  to  the  two  Huusei 
of  Congress. 

On  rooiiun,  that  everything  in  tbe  Journal  rela- 
tive to  the  memurials  of  S.  Q.  Ojden  and  Wil- 
liam Smith  be  eipuoiced  therefrom,  it  passed  in 
the  affirmative — yeas  13,  nays  8.  as  follows: 

Yai*— Mewra.  Adair,  Candit.  Gilman,  Ehchel  Lo- 
gvi,  Milchill,  Smith  of  Maryland,  Bmith  of  New  Vork, 
Stone,  Tbroslon,  Turner,  Worthington,  and  Wright. 

Nati— Menn.  Adams,  Baldwin,  HiNhouae,  Pick- 
Bringi,  FlumBT,  Smith  of  Ohio,  Trmcy,  and  While. 

Ordertd,  That  the  Secretary  inform  the  House 
of  Repreaenlativea  that  the  Senate,  faavlng  6n- 
ished  the  busineas  before  them,  are  about  to 
adjourn. 

WbereapoDjibe  Senate  adjovrned  without  day. 
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PROCEEDINGS  AND  DEBATES 


HOUSE  OP  REPRESENTATIVES  OP  THE  UNITED  STATES^ 

AT  THB  riBST  SESSION  OF  THE   NINTH  CDN0RES8,  BBGUN  AT  THE   CITT  OT 
WAJBBINOTOH,  DSCEHBBR  il,  IMS. 


UomAT,  December  2, 1805. 

Thia  being:  the  dtr  appointed  bf  the  Conititu- 

tioB  for  the  anaiwl  meeting  of  CoDgress,  the  fol- 

losing  m«mb«n  wf  the  Houm  of  RepreHOlaliTeB 

appeared,  prod  oesd  (beii  cfedeiaiala,BBd  took  ttteii 

Fivm  Keto  A>np«JW«— 0Bm  Belten,  Calib  Bllii, 
David    HooBh,  Sunoel   TsBBey,  end  ThcuBu  W. 


AoM  MauntkiiMttt  Jeeerit  Bmikn,  Bwn*bes  Bid- 
well,  Phenod  Bidup,  Mm  Chandler,  Oidiaid  Cook, 
Jecob  CnnmindiiBM,  Ricbud  Cutti,  WilliuB  Bfy, 
leeiah  L.  Oreen,  Jauni^  Nabon,  Josieb  Quin^,  Eb- 
T  Beaver,  Stmnel  Taggait,  Joaph  B.  Vixatm, 
'-'-  '"•dntoith- 

k  Itbni — Hehewiah  Knigbt,  and  Joiaph 

front  Cantuetiail — Sunnet  W.  Dana,  John  Baven- 


iKRt,]T.,  Janalban  O.  MtMcly,  John  Cotton  Smill^  Lewia 
B.  StorgM,  and  Benjamin  Tallmadge. 

From   VcrnMHif^Martin  ChitteDdLan,  Jame*  EDiot, 


June*  Fiik.  and  Oideon  (Mfai. 

F^om  Kcm  ForA— John  Bleke,  jr.,  SBaa  Hah^, 
Joaiah  Haaten,  Onidon  8.  Mnmibtd,  John  RnaaeH, 
Petv  Saillir,  Tttemea  BuMnona.  Karte  O.  Sdiunenian, 
Dmd  Tbonaa,  IM  Titj,  Killiau  K.  Van  BaluaelMt, 
■■d  Nadun  WilL' 


luaee  Sloan,  end  Bane; 


_  _.  David  Bard, 

Babert  Blown,  Joandi  Cl^,  Frnderiok  Ooniad,  WilUani 
Findln,  Andrew  CIragg,  Micba«t  IiMb,  John  Pnsb, 
Jeha  Bea,  Jacob  Richaida,  John  Smilte,  Samuel  Smith, 
John  WhitehiU,  and  Eobert  Whitehill. 

From  Marybm4—i«ba  Canpbell,  Leonard  Coriag- 
ton.  Gharlee  Uoldiborongh,  Patrick  Macnider,  William 
MeCreeiT,  Nidiidaa  R.  Moore,  and  jiw^h  B.  Nieh- 

FVon  Virginia — BnrwiU  Baaaet,  John  Claibomg, 
Jobn  Clopton,  John  Dawson,  John  W.  Bppea,  James 
M.  Gunelt,  Pateraon  Goodwjn,  Darid  Hobnes,  John 
O.  Jackson,  Joseph  Lewis,  jr..  John  Morrow,  Thomas 


Fhm  Ktntucky — Qeargn  Mkiael   Bsdinger,  and 


Phnn  tbrih  Coro&io— Wiflia  Alaton,  jr.,  Thomaa 
BloBDt,  James  HolUnd,  Thomas  Keenan,  Nathaniel 
Hscon,  Richard  Stanfbid,  Marmaduka  WiUtams,  Joe. 
Winston,  and  Thomaa  Wynni. 

From  Tennttite — William  Dieluon,  and  John  Shea- 
Prom  South   Caroiina — Levi  Cuej,  EUaa  Bade, 
Thomaa  Moore,  and  David  R.  WOIiams. 

From  Georgia — Peter  Early,  Cowlee  Head,  and 
David  Meriwether. 

From  Ohio — Jeremiah  Morrow. 


And  a  qtiorum,  coniittiiig  of  a  mnjoritf  of  the 
whole  number,  being  pteeent,  the  House  proceed- 
ed,bjc  ballot,  to  the  CD  01C6  of  a  Speaker ;  and,  upon 
ezaminine  the  ballots,  a  majoiily  of  the  votes  of 
(he  whole  House  was  found  in  favorof  Nathamibl 
Macon,  one  of  the  R^reaeutatives  for  the  State 
of  North  Carolina:  Wbereupan,  Mr.  Macon  was 
conducted  to  the  Chair,  from  whence  he  made  his 
acknowledgments  to  the  Houie  as.foUawt: 

"GtnlUmtn:  Aoc^  my  ainaaie  thanks  for  the  honor 
jm  have  oonieired  on  me.  Pennil  me  to  asfuie  jan, 
that  mr  ntmat  endeavor*  win  be  exerted  to  discharge 
ths  dutiaa  of  llu  Chair  with  fidelitj,  impartially,  and 
industij ;  and  that  I  shall  rely  with  confidence  on  tlw 
liberal  and  candid  support  of  the  House." 

The  House  (voceeded,  in  the  same  tnanner,  to 
the  appointment  of  a  Clerk;  aDd,aponezamtiung 
the  baUota,  a  maioritv  of  the  rotei  of  (be  whole 
House  was  founa  in  tavor  of  John  Becklbt. 

The  oath  to  support  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States,  as  prescribed  by  the  act,  entitled 
"An  act  to  regulate  the  time  and  manner  of  ad- 
ministering certain  oaths,"  was  adminislered  bf 
Mr.  NiQnoLSOH,oneof  the  Representative*  for  the 
9tate  of  Maryland,  to  the  Speaker ;  and  then  the 
same  oath  or  affirmation  was  administered  by  Mr. 
SpBArER  to  all  the  inembera  present. 

The  seme  oath,  together  with  the  oath  of  oiBee 
pteacribed  by  the  satd  recited  act,  were  also  ad- 
ministered by  Mr.  Speakh  to  the  Clerk. 

Ordtred.  That  a  message  b«  sent  to  the  SeMite 
to  inform  them  that  a  quorum  of  this  Honseisaa- 
■embled,  and  hate  elected  Natbakul  Macom,  one 
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or  the  ReprvscDUiivea  Tur  North  Caroliaa,  ihHi 
Spraktr;  and  ihat  the  Clerk  of  tbn  Huu&e  do  go 
With  ibe  said  message. 

A  mesMge  from  ihe  Senate  infDrnied  the  House 
thaia  quorumoriheS^DSte  i» assembled  and  readf 
to  proced  to  boHioess;  and  thai,  in  the  abieoce 
of  Ibe  Vice  pRcaiDEHT  of  ihe  United  Siaics,  the 
SeoBte  have  elected  the  honorable  Samuel  Smitb 
their  President  pro  Irmpore:  the  Sepaie  have  re- 
soired  tbat  two  CbaplHiaiijUr  different  deoomina- 
tioDs,  be  appointed  to  Congress,  lor  tbe  present 
■eMioOjODe  by  eacb  House,  wbushallinierchau^e 
veekly.  The  Senate  bare  appointed  a  commit- 
tee oD  their  part,  jointly,  with  atjch  committee  as 
ma^  be  appointed  on  tbe  part  of  this  House,  to 
wait  on  the  Phesidbnt  of  tbb  United  States, 
and  inform  him  tnai  a  quorum  of  the  iwoHoui>es 
is  assembled,  and  ready  to  receive  any  comrouui- 
cGiion  tbat  he  may  be  pleased  to  make  to  theili. 

JIe$olved,  That  Mr.  Job  H  Randolph,  Mr.  Camp- 
bell of  Maryland,  and  Mr.  CflowNiNsaiELD,  be 
appointed  a  commitiee,  on  the  pan  of  thin  Hoo^e, 
JDinily,  wilh  the  committee  oo  the  pan  of  the 
Senate,  to  wail  on  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  and  inform  him  inai  a  quorum  of  the 
lwoHou>«sisaisembled,aDd  ready  iii receive  any 
CDtQmunication  that  he  may  be  pleased  to  make 

The  House  then  proceeded,  by  ballot,  to  the  ap- 
poioimenl  of  a  Sergeant- at- Arms  to  this  House  ; 
aod,  upon  examining  tbe  balloiB,a  majority  of  the 
TDlts  uf  rbe  nhule  House  was  found  io  Javor  of 
Joseph  Wheaton. 

RaiAntd,  That  Thomas  Claxtok  be  appoint- 
ed Doorkeeper,  sod  TnoMAa  Ddnn  AssiaUnt 
Doorkei'jwr  i.f  ibis  House. 

Retolved,  ThatiheRutesandOrdersestablisfaed 
by  the  late  House  of  Representatives,  shall  be 
deemed  and  taken  to  be  the  Rules  aod  Order*  of 
proceeding  lo  be  observed  in  this  Hoase,  until  a 
Kvision  or  alteration  of  the  same  shall  take  place. 

Ordered,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  lopre- 
pire  and  report  such  slaodicg  rules  and  orders  of 
proceedinga  as  are  proper  to  be  obaerved  in  this 
House;  and  thxt  Mr.  V*KHru,Mr.  Dawson. Mr. 
TalLkadok,  Mr.  Gheoo,  and  Mr.  Holi^nd,  be, 
tbe  said  cumraiitee. 

Tbe  fulluWing  committees  were  appointed,  pur- 
snani  to  tha  ataodiDg  rule  aod  orders  of  tbe  House, 
vie: 

Oommiltee  of  Ways  and  Meane.—MT.  Jobs 
Randolph.  Mr.  Nicholbon.  Mr.  Joseph  ClaT, 
Hr.  QciNcr,  Mr.  Mesiwetber,  Mr.  Dickson, 
aod  Mr.  Mobelt. 

Committee  of  Commerce  and  Manufactura — 
Mr.  CnowitiNSBiELD,  Mr.  M'Creert,  Mr.  Lei b, 
Mr.  Eablt,  Mr.  Daha,  Mr.  Newtoh,  aod  Mr. 
Mdhfobd. 

0>mmUtee  of  EketionM—tAr.  FiHDi.By,  Mr.  El- 
HiR,  Mr.  Efpes,  Mr.  CuiTTENOEti,  Mr.  Schuhb- 
HAN,  Mr.  BiDffELL.  and  Mr.  Ellis. 

Committee  of  CSaime—Mt.  John  C.  Smith,  Mr. 
Holmes,  Mr.  Bbdihoeb,  Mr.  Stanford,  Mr. 
Stahtox.  Mr.  MooRB  uf  Maryland,  and  Mr. 
Uoou  of  SooHi  CaroliQa. 


Comnaliteofltentaland  Ui^nithed  B 
Mr.  Tennct,  Mr.  Alston,  aud  Mr.  CLAisoans. 

Jtetoloal,  That  a  committee  be  appointed,  to 
■  coniii»t  of  three  members,  to  be  styled  the  ''  Com- 
mittee of  Accounts,"  whose  duly  it  shall  be  to 
superintend  and  control  tbe  expenditure  of  tbe 
cocitingeut  fund  uf  tbe  House  of  Represen  tali  Tea, 
and  Ui  audit  and  seitle  all  tbe  accounu  whicb 
may  be  charged  thereon. 

And  a  commiiiei'  was  appointed,  of  M>-  Con- 
rad. Mr.  Davenport,  and  Mr.  Cuttb. 

Tbe  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  •  letter 
IVom  the  Cierk,  accompanying  a  report  of  bia 

Eroceedinp,  in  obedience  lo  a  t<»olation  of  tb< 
luuse,  ot  ibe  twenty-eighth  day  of  Februarj 
last,  for  letting  to  the  lowest  bidder  the  priming 
work  and  lupplies  of  stationery  for  the  Use  of  the 
House,  together  wiib  sundry  documenis  respecting 
the  same. — Referred  to  the  Committee  of  Ae- 
counis. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Tbomas, 

Heioloed,  That  a  committee  bs  appointed  to 
inquire  whether  any,  and  what,  amendments  are 
necessary  to  be  made  in  tbe  aotf  esiablistiiajg  a 
Posl  Office  and  Post  Roads  within  the  Untied 
Stales;  and  that  tbe  satd  committee  hare  lea?« 
[u  report  by  bill,  or  otherwi  e; 

And  a  eummiitee  was  appointed,  of  Mr.  Tbo- 
mas. Mr.  RoBSBT  WBiTEBiLL.Mr.  Bbttoh,  Mr. 
Cooke,  Mr.  Elliot,  Mr.  Enioht,  Mr.  STUsaES, 
Mr.  CoTtHffroN,  Mr.  Clopton,  Mr.  Sandposd, 
Mr.  Williams  of  North  Carolina,  Mr.  Rbba  of 
Teonenee,  Mr..  Williams  of  Soath  CsrollBt, 
Mr.  Meade,  Mr.  Mobbow  of  Ohio,  Mr.  Sodtb- 
ABD,and  Mr.  Lewie. 

Ordered,  That  the  Clerk  of  this  Honie  cstise 
the  membera  to  be  famished,  during  the  present 
sension,  with  three  newspapers  to  each  member, 
such  as  the  members,  res oec lively,  shall  choose,  to 
be  delivered  at  their  lodgings;  and  that  if  aof 
member  shall  choose  to  talce any  newspaper othet 
than  a  daily  paper,  he  sball  be  iBrDished  with  m 
many  of  ouch  papers  as  shall  not  exceed  the  price 
of  a  daily  paper. 

Mr.  John  Randolph,  from  the  joint  committee 
appointed  to  w«it  on  the  Pieeident  of  tbe  United 
States,  and  notify  bim  that  a  qtiorum  of  ibc  twa 
Houses  ii  asMnbled,  reported  that  tbe  eommiiiee 
had  performed  tbat  service;  aad  that  the  Preu- 
dent  sigoified  to  them  that  be  would  make  a  com- 
raunicatioD  (o  this  House  to-morrow,  at  iwelra 
o'clock,  by  way  of  Message. 


TDBai>AT,  December  3. 

Several  other  members,  to  wit :  Abbam  Tbioo, 
from  Virginia;  OeorobW. Campbell, from  Ten- 
nessee i  and  Robert  Mabion,  from  South  Caro- 
lina ;  a[ipeared,  produced  their  credealiaJs,  and 
took  iheir  seals  in  the  House. 

Tbe  House  proceeded  to  consider  tbe  resolucioa 
of  the  Senate  for  ihe  appointment  of  two  Chap- 
lains ot  Coogresa  for  the  present  session,  una  by 
each  House,  to  interchange  weekly, and  concurred 
with  tbe  Senate  therein. 

A  McMBge  wee  teceircd  fiom  the  Preeident  ef 
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the  United  Slain;  which  wai  read,  and  rererred 
to  tbe  coniideraiioD  ofa  Committee  of  the  Whole 
OD  theiiateof  the  (Jdiod.-  [Fur  this  Menagssee 
Senate  proceedings  of  this  dBjr's  dale,  ante,  page 

Mr-  JoBN  Randolph,  from  the  Committee  of 
Wajs  and  Means,  preKnIed  a  bill  "maklD);  an 
additional  appropriation  for  the  Naral  arrTice. 
during  tbe  year  one  tboDsand  eiehl  hundred  and 
fire  J  wfaieh  was  rrad  twice,  and  committed  to  a 
Commiilee  of  the  Wbole  immediately. 

Tbe  House,  accordingly,  rewired  itseM'into  the 
laid  Committee;  and,  aAer  some  time  spent 
iherein,  (he  bill  wai<  reported  with  ananiendraent 
thereto ;  which  was  twice  read,  and  agreed  to  bf 
the  House. 

Ordtrti,  That  tbe  said  bill,  with  the  amend- 
nent,  be  engrossed,  and  read  tbe  third  time  to- 
morrow. 

Oa  motion  or  Mr.  if.  Clat, 

Betohed,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Ot- 
fiee  and  Post  Roads  be  instructed  to  inquire  whe- 
ther any,  and  what,  abuse  exists  of  tbe  pnTilege 
of  fraoliing  letters;  and  to  report  such  prorision 
aa,  in  ibeir  opinion,  will  tend  to  remedy  the  same. 

Tbe  House  adjourned. 


Wedmbbdat,  December  4. 

Two  other  members^io  wit;  John  Archer, 
from  Maryland,  and  Wu.u\k  Botlbr,  from 
South  Carol  in  a,  appeared,  produced  their  creden- 
tials, and  took  their  seats  id  the  House. 

An  engrossed  bill  making  an  additional  appro- 
priation Tor  tbe  NaTal  service,  during  tbe  veai 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  fire,  was  read  the 
third  lime,  and  passed. 

The  HoDse  proceeded,  by  ballot,  to  the  appoint- 
ment of  a  ChaplaiD  to  Congress,  on  the  ran  of 
this  House,  and,  upon  examiniog  the  ballots,  a 
majority  of  tbe  rotes  of  the  whole  Hoose  was 
found  in  favor  of  the  Rernend  Mr.  Olerdt. 

A  memorial  of  tbe  Legislaiire  Coaocil  and 
House  of  Representatives  of  tbe  Mississippi  Ter- 
ritoir  was  presented  to  the  House  and  read,  pray- 
ing Uiat  a  reasonable  time  may  be  allowed  to  tbe 
pre-emption  claimants  for  land  wiihio  the  said 
Teniiory.  under  tbe  authority  of  tbe  act  of  Con- 
gress of  the  third  of  March,  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  three,  to  make  payment  for  the  nrsl 
instalment  due  for  the  said  land  on  the  first  of 
January  next,  aFiei  the  date  of  the  certificate  (o 
be  granted  therefor. 

Also,  the  petition  of  sundry  inhabitants  of  the 
Mississippi  Teniiory,  praying  a  right  of  pre-emp- 
tion as  occupants  of  certain  public  lands  which 
Ahey  .have,  severally,  improved  and  settled. 
/     Ordered,  That  tne  said  memorial  and  petition, 
;  together  with  the  memorial  and  petition  of  (he 
'.  Lesislaiire  Council  and  House  of  Representatives 
I  of  tne  Mississippi  Territory,  which  were  presented 
,   to  this  House  on  tbe  twenlv-fifth  of  January  lasr, 
.   besererally  referred  toMr.  TBOMABM-RiitDOLPa. 
Mr.  Lattihorb,  Mr.  Sahub,  Mr.  Oleh,  and  Mr. 
TteeART. 


PRESIDENT'S  MB88A0E. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  J.  Randolph,  the  House  re* 
solved  itself  into  a  Cummitiee  of  (be  Whole  on 
ihe  state  of  the  Union,  Mr.  Varhdm  in  the  Chair. 

Mr.  J.  Ran  no  LPH- offered  tbe  following  resolo- 

1.  Remhed,  That  to  mncb  of  the  Message  of  Iha 
President  of  the  United  StAtea,  ■■  relates  to  the  sabjeet 
of  qaanrntine  and  health  taws,  be  refemd  io>the  Cob^ 
mitlae  of  Commerce  and  Manubetnres. 

3.  Rttohed,  Thst  k>  moch  of  the  MeMsxe  of  the 
President  of  the  Dnited  States  as  relates  to  the  aggies- 
sioiu  committed  on  oui  coasts  by  fbrBtgn  txaei  ves- 
■«la ;  to  the  defence  of  our  porta  and  harbors ;  to  tha 
building  of  ■evenly-four-gnn  ahipa  i  and  to  ttie  prohibit- 
ins  the  eiportatioD  of  arms  and  aamunition ;  be  lefm- 
red  to  a  select  conuniltoe. 

3.  Rt*olred,  Thst  so  msch  of  the  Message  of  Ih* 
President  of  the  Unilnl  Stales  u  relates  to  the  organ- 
isation and  clasBificatiQnorthe  militia,  and  to  the  ang~ 
mentation  of  om'  land  forces,  be  reltrred  to  a  select 


4.  Ruohed,  That  so  much  of  the  Message  of  the 
President  of  ibe  Unhed  States  sa  relates  to  oar  Naval 
Fesce  Estsblishment,  be  referred  to  a  aelect  committee. 

Previous  to  a  decision  on  Ihese  resolutions,  Mr. 
BcowBLL  rose  and  said  that  it  was  his  wish  to 
offer  an  additional  resolution  relative  to  a  subject 
not  embraced  in  them. 

Tbe  Chairman  observed  that  tbe  resniuiiooa 
first  offered  must,  in  pointof  order,  be  first  decided 
upon,  after  wbicn  the  resolution  alluded  lo  could 
be  received,  or  it  might  be  read  in  argument  whita 
thevwere  under  consideration. 

The  foregoing  resolutions  were  then  severally 
read,  and  agreed  to  without  a  divisioD. 

Mr.  NicBOLSOK  said  he  would  ofier  another 
resolution,  the  substance  of  which  was  not  em- 
braced in  tbe  resolutions  submitted  by  his  friend 
from  Virginia,  riz: 

Remhed,  That  so  unch  of  the  Message  of  Iht  ■ 
Prendent  of  the  United  States  as  relates  to  the  coa< 
dnct  of  tbe  belligerenit  Powers  lowaida  the  United 
States,  and  to  the  unjnslifiable  constrnctian  latsl;  givea 
bj  some  of  diem  to  the  law  of  nationa,  as  it  regatda 
the  rights  of  neutrals,  be  referred  to  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means. 

Mr.  BinwRLL  said  this  resolution  embraced,  ia 
some  measure,  his  object;  but,  as  it  did  not  ex- 
actly compart  with  i^  be  would  take  the  libertjr 
or  reading,  by  way  of  argument,  tbe  resoluiioa 
which  be  bad  prepared.  Mr.  B.  then  read  the 
foUowing  resolution: 

Raohei,  That  so  mtich  of  the  Message  of  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  as  relalas  brinjories  done  M  ua 
asanautial  nation,  by  the  interpolation  of  new,  najna^ 
and  unacknowledged  principles  into  tile  law  of  nations^ 
be  referred  to  a  aelect  committee,  with  instrncCion  ta 
inquire  in  what  respects,  and  lo  nlut  e^itent,  our  neu- 
tral rights  have  thus  been  violated,  and  what  legiilativo 
meHiurestbe  true  interest  of  the  United  States  require* 
to  countersct  such  violations. 

Mr.  BiDWGl-L  remarked  that  this  resolution  went 
further  than  that  offered  by  the  gentlemao  from 
Maryland.  So  far  as  that  resoluiioo  went  it  met 
bia  ideal.    But  be  tboogbt  it  ought  togofuithtr; 
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and,  should  it  not  be  Adopied.tK  would  anerward 
-move  the  oar  he  bad  jumI  tend.  His  rccMin  for 
thloking  ihe  Huu»e  ought  lo  go  further  icss  this: 
We  have  been  iororiued  by  (be  President  tbat 
jH>w  priaciples  bive  been  iiiterpotawd  by  foreign 
Ponem  iolo  the  law  of  naiiona.  What  tfaeae 
ivinciples  an  it  not  BUttd,eicepi  in  ooeiDsiance. 
To  whai  extent  ibey  bare  been  carried,  we  are 
«ot  tarotmed.  We  bare,  it  ia  true,  out-door  in- 
formation  on  the  aut^ect,  but  not  of  auch  a  nature 
•a  to  jiHiify  our  acting  la  oar  legiiilaliTeoapaeiijr. 
TImk  principle*,  as  well  at  the  injoHei  we  bare 
-ffeoeirMt,  were,  in  bis  opinion,  a])ro]>crsabj*ct  for 
«be  infeariiiatioB  of  a  conmitiee. 

Hr.  NioBOLflON  aajd  he  could  nor  eoneeiTe  in 
-what  the  two  reiiolutions  differed,  eicepi  Id  laO' 
gnage,  Tfaey  both  entbrsced  the  Mine  object.  In 
one  respeet  only  tbey  differed.  While  the  reNolu' 
lion  of  (be  ^enilenian  from  Ma sxachu setts  refer- 
red (be  Bubji'cl  to  a  select  committee,  his  own 
iresiilutiOn  referred  it  lo  (be  Committee  of  Wavb 
und  Mean*.  The  in?«stigation  contemplated  by 
thegi'ndeman  Could  bea^  well  made  by  tbeCocn- 
inittee  of  Ways  and  Means,  aa  by  a  selfot  com- 
miitee.  Nor  was  it  necessary  for  this  purpose  (o 
'^ive(hemany ioslruclions,  Ifthe subject rrquired 
inveEtifTHtion,  it  would  be  (heir  duly  to  make  it, 
and  lolay  ibe  result  of  the  inTesiiEation  before 
the  House.  It  would  be  allowed,  that  it  was  a 
subject  in  which  the  revenue  was  most  deeply  in- 
lerer>ied,  and  as  such  properly  the  province  of  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means.  For  his  own 
pari,  said  Mr.  N.,  he  could  have  no  objeciion  to 
Ihe  resolution  of  the  gentlemaa  from  Massachu' 
aeit.";  bui,  as  his  own  resolution  embraced  the 
aara-  object  and  went  to  ibe  same  extent,  be  per- 
ceived no  rearan  azainst  adopting  i(. 

Mr.  &DJNcy  could  doi  aeree  that  the  resolution 
offered  bv  Ibe  gentleman  from  Maryland  either 
embraced  the  same  object,  or  went  lo  the  same 
lengrb  with  that  proposed  by  his  colleague.  He 
thought  that  offered  by  his  colleague  fkr  prefera- 
ble, as  it  was  more  extensive  in  its  riews  He  was 
or  opinion,thai,  whatever  committee  was  appoint- 
ed should  invesiisaie  the  natare  of  the  principles 
alluded  to  in  the  Message,  as  well  as  the  measures 
referred  to.  The  Committeeof  Ways  and  Means 
were  not  bound  lo  make  a  special  report  on  the 
aufaject ;  they  migbt  cumeni  themselves  with  a 
geoeml  one ;  and  it  might  be  necessary  afterward 
to  appoint  a  new  committee  to  make  the  requisite 
fnTesligalioD.  Mr.  ^  wai  the  more  aDiinua,  as 
he  thought  it  necessary  that  a  con^plete  inresti 
gation  ahoDid  be  made  ia  the  House  of  (he  naiQre 
and  extent  of  the  prtneiplea  referred  to  ia  (he 

Mr.  Blliot  nid  he  did  not  perfectly  ooder- 
Btaiid  the  gentleman  tram  Maryland  when  be  told 
Ihem  that  thri  subject  contemplated  Id  be  referred, 
Batorally  and  exclusively  fell  w  thin  the  proper 
jurisdicti'inorihe  Committee  of  Way*  and  Meana. 

It  wuold  heaimiited,  on  all  hands,  that  the  sbb- 
Jeei  was  not  only  imporiani,  but  likewise  novel. 
Our  allentiun  isfurcihly  called,  in  the  Message,  to 
this  as  a  subject  of  the  first  imi»>rlBnc>>; 

"Maw  prindplea,  too,  have  btt 


At  law  of  natiODB,  fimnded  neither  in  jastice  nor  the 
asage  or  acknowledgment  of  natints.  Aeeording  la 
theM,  a  b«ll^rent' takes  to  itaalf  a  eoBiineree  wilk 
ita  own  oBemj,  which  it  denies  to  a  nairtnl,  on  the 
groand  of  its  aiding  that  enemy  in  the  war.  Bdt 
reason  tbtoIis  at  aoch  an  faMoaaifteaey,  and  the 
aeatnd  having  equal  ridit  wilb  the  bedigeMUl  to  da- 
dde  tbe  qaartiMi,  the  iBteraata  af  oar  cmMtJaiMat*,aU 
the  duty  of  maintaining  (he  aalharity  of  raaaon,  Ihe 
only  mnpira  between  just  naiiona,  iatpoae  car  na  Iha 


o  the  ii 


tbe  imrportant  point  of 
law  of  nations,  or  in 


Our  attention  is  called  (< 
new  ioterpoIaiioDs  ii 

Other  words,  to  the  adoption  by  ihf  (jtuvergm 
of  one  or  more  foreign  Powers  of  what  is  eoatid- 
ered  as  a  modificaiion  of  the  ancient  laws  of  na- 
tions, as  accommodating  them  to  their  wiahe1^ 
and  as  introducing  new  principles  which  they 
wish  to  impose  iipon  oiber  oaiioos.  How  a  auh- 
ject  so  important  naturally  and  necessarily  befonft 
to  tbe  Comraiitee  of  Wayb  and  Means,  it  was 
impossible  for  him  to  say.  Bui,  says  tbe  gentle- 
man, it  is  a  question  of  revenue.  How  aii?  It 
may  affect  the  revenue  incideniatly  ;hui  (beqnea- 
lion  of  revenue,  from  its  comparative  unimport- 
ance, is  at  oqce  merged  and  lUst  in  the  more  im- 
portant question,  whether  we  ab^tl  passively 
submit  10  tbe  introduction  of  new  principiles  to  be 
ihiposed  upon  neutTals,byany  Qovernment  what- 
ever,  however  powerftl  or  ezleosire  its  influence. 
On  (his  subject,  Mr.  E.  said,  he  thoo^ht.  as  it  ap- 
peared by  the  Mes!4ge  the  Executive  thouffht, 
(but  it  posses«d  ^reat  imporiance  in  i(>elf.  nor 
did  be  conceive  il  paisible  (o  present  any  riear 
more  important  than  that  laken  by  the  reaolaiion 
of  tbe  gentleman  from  Mainacbusetts,  He  ac- 
knowledged that  the  Committee  of  Wayii  and 
Means  were  fully  competent  to  an  investigation 
of  the  subject;  in  their  ability  to  tnveatigaie  it  he 
|)ad  full  confidence.  But  he  (bought  they  had 
sufficient  business  in  Ibeir  proper  sphere  to  oceppf 
Iheir  atientroo.  For  these  reasons,  be  hoped  iL« 
resolnlion  oflbred  by  the  gentleman  ^m  Marr- 
taird  wonld  be  rejected,  end  that  submitted  by  (be 
gendeman  flmn  Massachusetts  sulMti(u(ed  in  na 
room. 

Mr.  Gbroo  IhouKht  tbe  gentleman  from  Mas- 
taebuseits  would  fully  attain  his  object  by  ufferias 
a  pari  of  the  resolution  he  hadrpad.asaDamentf 
meol  to  the  reoolulion  before  the  House.  Tbe 
resolniion  of  the  gentleman  embraced  two  dia- 
tinci  parts;  the  first  regarded  tbe  objects  to  be 
inquired  into,  and  the  lasl  instructed  the  commit- 
tee bow  (0  act.  The  re<olulion  of  tbe  ^ntlemaa 
from  Maryland  '  mbraces  the  same  objfct.  Tbe 
end,  therefore,  of  the  genileman  from  Massachu- 
seits  wimlil  be  fully  g  ined  by  adding  ihc  instruct- 
ive part  of  his  own  resolution  to  the  resiilutioa 
under  discussion.  As  to  the  difference  between  » 
s  ending  and  aeleci  commiliee.  it  was  not  so  im- 
P'>rta.n(asii  appeared  to  be  to  the  genileman  fruta 
Vermoct.  Tbe  s'ubjrcl,  from  iisehararter.  natu- 
rally came  before  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Meaoa;  and  i(  was  uudeM«w<lihaiiiaadiDgcuiit- 
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mitiees  weot  tbroofh   the  ,t)«aia«s  nferrfd   ■« 
them  with  more  regularity  thio  li  wlect  cem- 

Mr.  BrDWeLLnid,tliat  if^allemeDitienlivFly 
CODsidered  the  two  resolutions,  Ihey  would  find 
tbal  ihe  re>-oIutioQ  offered  by  [hegeofleman  fron) 
Uaryland  did  nal  go  to  the  same  exteoi  wilb  the 
leaululiuD  wbicb  be  had  the  honor  of  proposing. 
Tbe  rurnirr  referred  to  but  one  principle,  and  lini' 
Jted  ibe  lutijecl  lo  coasideraiioBs  conaecied  will 
rereoue.  It  apppared  to  him  that,  from  outdooi 
ioromaiMD,  it  would  ba  fovnd  ibat  rarioua  prin- 
ciptea  had  been  aRMimed  relative  to  the  law  of 
natioiu  to  wbicb  w«  might  boi  «s  a  neutral 
iion  choose  to  siihmiL  It  was  true  that  ibe  subject 
'ms  connected  wi|b  the  rerenue;  so,  howeyor. 
was  every  subject.  Every  subject,  whether  coo- 
nected  wiib  a  state  of  peace  or  war,  would  neces 
•arily,  mure  or  Jess,  afff  ct  the  rerenuv.  Though 
this  was  ibe  case  with  this  subjrcL  it  ought  not  to 
be  oanHidered  as  prtniarily  connected  with  reve- 
nue. Under  present  circumstances,  we  do  out 
consider  it  principally  as  connected  with  finance, 
but  with  Other  subjects.    Mr.  B.  said  he  had  no 

Cnicolar  wishes  with  refliard  to  the  commiUeelo 
appointed  in  this  instance;  hut  be  did  wish 
the  subject  eiaroioed  in  more  extensive  views 
Iban  WHS  cnniemplBied  in  tbe  resoluiioo. 

Hr.  NioBOLSOR  observed  that  ibe  nnnripal  ob- 
jaetioa  ipade  to  the  resolniion  he  had  offered  was 
tbatihe  Committee  of  Ways  and  Me^os  were 
■ot  bonnd  to  investigate  the  subject,  arid  submit 
(e  the  House  the  result  of  their  investigation. 
Some  ceo  tie  men  think  it  neeesimry  that  insiruc- 
tioDs  libpuld  be  given  to  the  committee  to  insure 
anch  an  investigation.  Mr.  N.  said,  that  he  had 
known  instances  within  the  course  of  tbe  six  pa-<t 
yean,  in  which  a  subject,  apparently  simple,  had 
frodticed  a  voluminous  report  without  any  in- 
airnetiun  of  the  House ;  and  he  had  known  other 
tnalaoees  in  wbicb  a  subject  of  great  importance 
tad  beea  referred,  on  wbicb  there  had  been  re- 
ported a  simjile  resolution,  which  afterward  be- 
came  tbe  subject  of  argnmenl  within  these  walls. 
If  in  this  cave  an  invesii^iion  is  desired,  there  is 
nodoobt  that  tbe  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means 
can  make  it,  and  give  the  result  to  the  House.  He 
recollected,  soin^  years  ago,  a  simple  resolution 
wa*  referred  to  a  committee  of  wbieb  he  bad  the 
boDor  to  be  chairman.  They  eonsiiler^  the  snh- 
jeci  of  vast  importance,  and  thought  it  proper,  in 
their  report,  logo  at  length  into  it.  The  report 
Was  made,  and  on  It  was  predicated  the  extensive 
porchaie  of  Louisiana.  Yet,  in  this  case,  there 
were  no  instructions  given.  The  committee,  not- 
withstaodiog,  thought  it  Iheir  duty  to  inquire  into 
the  ■object;  tbev  accordingly  did  inquire,  and 
made  the  report  alluded  to. 

lo  every  point  of  light  in  whioh  the  present 
tnhjeci  could  be  viewed,  it  would  be  found  to 
■ffect  the  revenue.  There  are  various  ways  in 
Wbicb  we  may  attack  tbe  belligerent  LHiions.  We 
Buy  attack  them  by  land  or  by  sea.  The  prepa- 
raiions  required  for  this  purpose  may  not  sink  our 
present  revenue,  but  renaer  il  necessary  lo  resort 
to  the  raising  additional  rerenue.    Should  there 


be  a  non  i^Mrtaijov  act,  wbich  had  lawly  beet 
a  subject  of  dii^cU'4<ion  io  (be  public  prints,  it 
would  necessarily  affect  our  revenue,  and  before 
it  could  be  agreed  to.  or  acted  on,  it  would  he  ab- 
sotuieiy  necetisary  for  the  Cummiitee  of  Way> 
and  Means  lo  enter  into  an  invt-siigation  how  the 
necessary  revenue  could  bf  obtained.  If  we  resort 
to  tbe  eippdient  of  raising  the  duties  on  maoufac- 
lured  artieles,  be  would  ai<k  if  that  were  not  a 


revenue  deeriy,  and  would  it  not  become  ne- 
eeisary  for  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Heaoa 
to  inquire  to  what  extent  the  d«ii«*  migbt  ba 
laid  without  producing  the  necessity  of  rwoft- 
ing  to  new  taiea.  But,  as  ibe  gaclleaaan  hota 
Massaehuseits  was  desirons  of  iostructiog  {be 
committee,  he  bad  so  otyvetion  aft  to  nodtfy  bk 
resolution  a>  lo  add  to  it  tbe  latter  part  of  therea- 
olaiioa  offtved  by  bim> 

So  modified,  the  rewflttiion  was  read  from  tbe 
Cbai.asfoirows: 

Kaohtd,  Th>tKimDeh4ifdieMeHag«*rtb«Pre» 
ident  of  Ihe  Unhed  States,  ■■  relates  to  ttie  eondnel  oT 
the  beHigerenl  Powers  toward  tb«  United  Stales,  and 
le  tbe  nnJQstiAttde  constructioa  lately  given  l^  soma 
of  them  to  the  hw  of  nstioni,  asil  retards  the  rights  of 
Bcotrals,  be  nrierred  to  the  OanmklM  of  Waya  and 
Maana,  with  iostmetion  lo  inqaire  in  what  rmpatM, 
and  to  what  extent  oar  nanlral  rights  have  baan  vii^ 
laled,  *ad  what  iegialaliTe  Beaaura*  the  tme  interest 
of  the  United  Sules  Te<iuim»  to  ci 


Mr.  BiDWELL  intpjired  to  what  committee  the 
defensive  ateasnres  ree<)«aie«d«d  by  tbe  Pceat* 
dest  bad  been  rd'erred  1 

Tbe  CaMBMAH  replidd  M  a  aeleet  co«mittm. 

Mr.  BmwBtj.  said  Ibat  subject  appeared  to  him 

I  much  coDQected  with  tbe  revenue,  as  priBciplaa 
which  respected  the  law  of  laiiow.  If  tint  mib- 
jeot  bad  been  refetred,  with  prooriety,  to  a  lalael 
QWam^tlea  surely  tbis  night  mm,  a*  it  mta  dm 
so  oecesMrily  eonnecied  with  reaesoe  aaio  Bake 
it  tbe  peculiar  bunineas  of  the  OouwMtteeDfWsr* 
lundMi^ana. 

Mr.  Smiub  remuked  that,  itcp^ted  ibat  tht 
idea*  of  both  tbe  ^oUemea  were  uicorpontod  in 
the  reaoloiion  as  it  atood ;  and  ibat  tbe  only  aub< 
sisting  diff''renre  was  as  lo  lite  committee.  This 
waa  not  of  sufficient  importance  to  ooeupar  much 
of  their  time.  Tbe  subjeui  might  moM  praperlj 
go  to  Bcummercial  committee ;  bat.  at  he  believed 
Ibe  Committee  of  Ways  and  Mean*  peifeellr 
competent,  be  should  not  objee,t  to  the  rwolutioa. 

Tbrqaeuion  was  iben  taken  on  tbe  reeoluiioa, 

>d  passed  in  the  affirmative — ayes  66,  Boea42. 

The  Committee  ruse  and  reported  tbe  resola* 
tioBs.  which  tbe  Houae  immediataly  look  ioia 
eunaidemiioo. 

The  first,  second,  third,  and  fourth,  were  agreed 
to  wiihont  a  division  ;  and  ihe  SUli— ayes  57. 

The  second  res'ilmjon  was  referred  to  Me!>srs. 

AWHON.  N.  WiLLUMe,  Blount,  Elt,  Dabbt, 
anil  Fisc. 

Tbe  third  resolution  wiu  referred  to  Mesira. 
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Tabhitm,  Babbet,  S-TOBaiB,  L&tTBEKT,  Rba  of 
Peanaylvania,  MABioN,aBd  Blaeb. 
And  ihe  fourth,  lo  Messra- Obego.  Oabnett, 

PiDWELL,  OOLDBBOROUeH,  HODOB,  WthNB,  BDd 

RvsaELL. 

Thubsdat,  Decttober  5. 

ADOther  member,  to  wit:  James  KELLT,,frcim 
PcDDsylT&Dia,  appeared,  prodaced  his  credentials, 
Bnd  took  his  seat  in  the  House. 

A  message  from  the  Senate,  informed  the  Hobm 
that  iheSeoate  have  appointed  the  RererendMr. 
Oautt  to  be  one  of  the  Chaplaias  lo  CoogrcM, 
on  their  part. 

Mr.  John  G.  Smith  obserred  that  the  Honse  at 
ibeir  last  seiiaion,  bad  bad  before  ibem  a  subject  of 
e«Dsider»bie  imp«itatice,  which  not  haviog  been 
then  definiiiTelf  acted  upon,  he  thought  it  would 
l>e  proper  again  lo  take  into  consideration.  He 
therefore  mored  ibe  followiag  resolutioa: 

Baolvtd,  That  a  cDmmiIt«e  be  appointsd  lo  inqnin 
whether  uij,  and,  if  an;,  what  daicriplioa  of  etatmi 
agsinM  the  United  States  are  barred  by  lbs  italute  of 
limits  tiona,  which  io  reason  and  justice  ought  to  lie 
pnrided  for^  and  that  »aid  canunittee  be  autbariied  t» 
np«ft  thereon  by  bill  or  othertrise. 

This  rewlution  was  immediately  considered, 
agreed  to,aDd  referred  loa  committee  of  seyenteen 
Daembers,  viz. 

Mr.  J.  C.  Smith,  Mr.  Holmes,  Mr.  Bedinoer, 
Hr.  STArtroBD,  Mr.  Stanton,  Mr.  Moore  of 
Maryland,  Mr.  Moobe  of  South  Carolina,  Mr. 
Thohpbon  of  New  Hampshire,  Mr.  Qbeen,  Mr. 
CniTTeNDEN,  Mr.  Halbet,  Mr.  Sloan,  Mr.  An- 
DERSON,  Mr.  Campbell  of  Tennessee,  Mr.- MoB- 
Kowof  Ohio,Mr.  MEBiwsTBBB.andHr.JACEBON. 

Oit  motion  of  Mr.  Conrad,  the  following  rBaola< 
tion  was  adopted  ^ 

Boohed,  Tbat  the  Doorkeeper  of  dus  House  be  al- 
knred  the  same  aum,  as  bas  beretofbrt  been  allowed, 
far  the  pnrpoaaa  oi  employing  mra  and  hone*  lo 
Ma  him  to  execute  the  duties  of  his  (^c«. 

Mr.  Lbi8  moved  the  following  rexolullon : 

Raolved,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  inquire 
wbetker  txtj,  and  if  any,  what  Blteiationa  ought  to  bs 
made  in  the  act  to  regulate  and  fix  the  compensation 
of  the  officeia  of  the  Senate  and  Uooae  of  ReprCsent- 

Hr.  Lbib  said  it  woold  be  recollected  that 
the  end  of  every  seasion  heretofore,  it  had  been 
tiEBalto  submit  propoalttons  fur  an  extra  allow- 
ance to  the  officers  of  the  House.  It  was  desira- 
Ue  that  theeompttiBitioQ  of  the  officers  should  be 
fixed.  That  they  might  be  fixed,  and  tbat  do 
•imilar  propoiilion  should  be  offered  hereafter,  was 
his  re«9on  for  offering  this- resolution. 

The  House  immediately  took  it  up,  agreed  to 
it,  and  referred  it  to  a  committee  of  three  mem- 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Lewis  Ihe  petitions  heretofore 
presented  for  and  agaiosl  a  bridge  across  Ihe  Polo- 
mac,  at  the  city  of  Washington,  were  referr<d  to  a 
commiiiee  of  fire  members,  consisting  of  Mr. 
Tbompbon  of  Virginia,  Mr.  Campbell  of  Mary- 
land, Mr.  Lewis,  Mr.  MAORUDBB,,aiid  Mr.  Bdtlbb. 


Friday,  December  6. 

Ordered,  Tbat  Mr.  Josepb  CLAvbe  appointei 
of  ihe  committee  to  whom  was  referred,  OD  the 
fifib  instant,  so  much  of  the  Message  of  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  Stales  as  relates  to  the  aggrea- 
commiiied  on  our  coasts  by  foreign  armed 
vessels ;  to  the  defence  of  our  porta  and  harbors ; 
to  ihe  building  of  seveniy-four  gun  ships;  and  to 
the  prohibiting  of  the  exportation  of  arms  and 
ammunition;  iniheroom  of  Mr.  Hamilton,  who  is 
absent. 

Mr.  Alston  remarked  Ihal  a  memorial  from  B 
number  of  merchants  from  North  Carolina,  pray- 
iog  lor  the  establishment  of  a  port  of  eotrj  at 
Plymouth  bad  been  presented  at  ihe  last  session; 
to  which  effect  a  bill  bad  been  brought  in;  but 
that,  owing  to  the  pressure  of  important  businesc, 
it  bad  either  been  rejected  or  postponed.  He 
wished  the  subject  lo  ne  ajrain  taken  into  oon- 
sideralion.  To  which  end  lie  moved  the  refep- 
eoce  of  the  memorial  to  the  Committee  of  Com- 
merce and  Man ufaciu res.— Agreed  to. 
ASHY  RULES,  &c 

Mr.  Vabhum  said  ii  would'be  recollected  tbat 
the  rules  and  regulations  for  the  government  of 
the  Army  had  never  beea  revised  since  the  era  of 
the  present  Government;  and  tbat  coose^tieDtlf 
the  rules  and  regulations  esiaUished  during  Ihe 
Revolutionary  war  Biill  cuniioued  in  force,  Ihough 
our  circumHiances  had  materially  chnngu).  From 
the  present  aspect  of  affairs,  he  Iboaffht  it  became 
necessary  that  a  revision  soauld  lake  place,  that 
they  might  be  adapted  to  the  provisione  under 
the  present  Government.  An  attempt  to  ihie 
effect  bad  been  made  during  the  two  last  sessioaot 
and  in  Ibis  House  a  bill  had  passed,  which  had 
been  rejected  in  the  Senate.  He  was  of  the  opia- 
ioD  that  it  became  the  House,  by  again  attendinj 
to  the  subject,  10  do  their  duly;  and  if  neglect 
should  attach  anywhere,  it  should  be  at  the  pro* 
per  door.  He,  therefore,  moved  the  following 
resolution: 

Saohtdi  That  a  UKDmitlee  be  appointed  to  prepaM 
rulea  and  regulation!  fiir  the  government  of  the  Army 
of  Ihe  United  Stales,  and  that  they  have  leave  lo  report 
by  bill  or  othemiae. 

Agreed  to,  and  a  committee  of  seven  membera 
appointed, 

Mr-  Dawson,  from  the  committee  on  that  part 
of  the  Piesideol's  Message  that  relates  lo  aggrres- 
sions  committed  ou  our  coasts,  &c-,  having  ob- 
.__.i  . jjj  report  by  bill  or  bills,  reported  in 


>,  and  made  the 
order  of  the  day  for  Monday  next. 

[This  bill  probibits  ibe  exportation  of  the  ordi- 
nary warlike  articles  unlit  the day  of      -. 

and  declares  all  such  as  donot  constitute  a  part  of 
the  equipment  of  a  Vessel,  forfeited,  and  in  case 

the  same  in  value  exceed dollars,  declares 

[be  vessel  forfeited.l 

Go  a  motion  made  to  refer  to  a  select  commiiiee 
the  memorial  of  the  UhioCompany,  presented  the 
last  session,  the  House  divided — ayes  63-  Carried, 
and  a  conunittee  of  three  membera  appoiated. 
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CoUecHon  of  Dutiei,  f  c 


HorR. 


COLLBOTION  OF  DUTIES,  *c 

Mr.  Leib  offered  ibe  followiog  retolaiion; 

Bttohed,  That  Ihe  Committee  of  Commerce  bdiI 
MtDuractDrsB  be  initructeil  lo  inquire  into  tbe  eipeili- 
oncj  of  io  &r  amending  the  act  to  regulate  the  collec- 
timi  of  ilDliet  on  import*  and  tonnage.  b>  to  extend  tbe 
time  br  taking  the  oatb  and  giring  bond  in  caaea  of 
good*  eiported  (or  dranback;  anil  to  authorize  the 
OunplroUeT  of  tbe  Treaanrj  to  grant  relief  to  thoae 
who  hare  forftited  their  claim*  to  debentures  by  ei- 
eeading  the  ten  daya  aaaigned  bj  law  for  taking  the 
Mth  and  giving  bond,  nhar«  no  intention  of  fraud 
■hall  appeal. 

Ur.  Lcn  obsCTWd  that  it  would  be  recollected 
that  heretofore  at  every  seasioD  of  CoDgren  peti- 
tions bad  been  offered  canpUioinE  of  hardships 
oniler  this  act  and  soJiciliogretier.  Irredreas  were 
(obegiren,  it  ought  tube  aader  a  general  aod  not  a 
ipeciiJ  protision.  At  any  rate  it  would  be  allow- 
ed to  be  advisable  to  institute  an  inquiry  into  the 
expediency  of  making  soch  provision. 

Mr.CRowniNSBiELD  hoped  the  reference  would 
obtain,  as  he  had  been  acquaioied  with  several 
hard  cases  under  tbe  present  provisions  oi  law. 

The  resolution  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  GnowNiNSBiELD  attracted  the  atteniiun  of 
tbe  House  to  another  provision  under  the  same 
act.  that  related  to  the  size  of  the  casks  and  the 
weight  of  the  packages  in  which  it  is  made  neces- 
sary to  import  saodry  articles.  He  was  of  the 
opinion  that  someofihese  restrictions  were  use- 
less for  the  protection  of  the  revenue,  at  the  same 
time  thattheyembarrassedthe  inerchant.  If  this 
were  so  they  should  be  dispensed  with.  To  make 
the  proper'inquiry  on  ihia  point  he  moved  tbe 
followiDg  resolution: 

Retohtd,  Thai  the  Committee  of  Connneroa  and 
Manoftctures  b«  initructed  to  consider  the  expediency 
of  amending  the  act  to  regulate  the  eoUection  ofdntiaa 
(m  import*  and  tonnage,  so  far  as  relate*  lo  the  import- 
atioa  of  malt  liquor*,  diatHled  apirita,  and  loaf  and 
latDp  ingv,  in  caiks,  venel*,  or  packages  of  a  limited 
cap«eilj  and  weight,  and  to  report  thereon  by  bill  or 
othetwiae. 

The  reaolatioD  was  agreed  to. 
TAZOO  CLAIMa 

Mr.  Oheoq  said  he  wished  to  submit  to  lbs 
House  a  resolution  on  a  subject  of  considerable 
importance,  which  had  engaged  the  House  at  sev- 
eral of  its  previous  sessions,  and  which  was  gen- 
erally known  by  the  name  of  the  Yazoo  claims. 
The  discussions  on  ihissubjpct  had  occupied  much 
time,  and  had  excited  greater  irritation  than  any 
other  subject  within  these  walls.  He  supposed, 
there  was  DO  probability  that  the  subject  would 
be  permitted,  by  the  claimants,  to  sleep,  while  the 
act  appropriating  five  millions  was  permitted  to 
remain  in  force.  His  object  was,  to  repeal  that 
act.  By  this  step  the  cUimants  would  not  be 
placed  10  a  worse  situation,  aa  tbe  courts  of  jus- 
lice  would  be  open  to  ibera.  Mr.  G.  said  he  did 
IK)1  expect  the  House  immediately  to  act  on  ibi 
leaoluiion,  though  be  was  prepared,  at  once,  to  go 
into  it.  But  a*  it  was  impurtant,  and  related  to  a 
•ubjeet  on  wbicb  the  papers  were  rvlumioous,  he 


luld  be  satisfied  that  it  should  lie  for  tome  time 
uu  the  table,  the  more  especially,  that  new  mem- 
bers might  become  acquaiitted  with  it.  He  then 
offered  the  following  resolution ; 

Raohed,  That  so  much  of  an  art,  entitled  "An  act 
regulating  the  grants  of  land,  and  providing  for  the 
dispoaal  of  tbe  land*  of  the  United  Sutea  aoulh  of  Iha 
State  of  Tenoeasee,"  as  appropiiates  any  portion  of 
■aid  lands  for  the  pDrpose  of  aatierjing,  quieting,  oc 
compensating  any  claim*  to  the  said  landi,  derived  from 
any  act,  or  pretended  act  of  the  State  of  Georgia,  and 
neither  recognised  by  the  articles  of  agreement  and 
ceesioQ  between  the  United  Slates  and  the  State  of 
Cieorgia,  nor  embraced  by  the  two  firat  section*  of  th* 
above-mentioned  act,  be  repealed. 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

INDIAN  LANDS. 

Mr.  Greoo  oltaerved  that  they  had  been  in- 
formed by  the  President, in  bis  communication  at 
the  opening  of  the  session,  (hat  several  purchases 
of  lands  had  been  made  from  the  Indians,  whioh 

ere  tbe  more  aJraotageous  from  their  vicinity 

thick  settlements.    It  became  necessary  to  make 


He  believed  that  some  amendments  would 


be  found  oeceesary  in  the  existing  land  taws,  par- 
ticularly with  regard  to  lands  in  tne  neighborhood 


Raohcd,  Tbst  a  committee  be  appointed  to  inquire 
whether  any,  and  if  any,  what,  alterations  or  amend- 
ments are  necessary  to  be  made  in  tbe  aeveral  acta  ptt>- 
vidiog  tor  the  disposal  of  the  lands  of  the  United  Statw 
northwest  of  the  Ohio. 

Mr.  J.  Randolph  suggested  tbe  propriety  of 
permitting  the  resolulioo  (o  lie  on  the  table,  until 
the  treaties  ceding  the  land  had  been  ratified  and 
canied  iuto  effecL  It  might  also,  he  added,  be 
found  that  the  law  for  the  disposal  of  the  lands 
southwest  of  the  Ohio  required  modification- 
Mr.  Obeoq  acquiescing  in  this  disposition  of 
the  resolution,  it  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 
BXBOUTITE  D0CDMENT8. 

A  Message  was  delivered  from  the  Pbesidekt 
OF  TBE  United  States,  by  Mr.  Coles,  bis  Seci^ 
tary,  as  follows: 

"Mr.  Speaktr.-  I  am  directed  by  the  President  of 
the  United  States  to  deliver  you  a  Message  in  writing." 

The  Spbaeir  having  received  and  iipeoed  ft 
packet  of  considerable  size,  observed  iLat  the 
Message  was  cooGdeniial,  and  theieopoB  ordered 
the  galleries  to  be  cleared. 

Id  about  one  hour  and  a  half,  the  door*  wera 
opened,  when  it  appeared  that  part  of  the  coia- 
muDioaiiona  madehy  the  President  were  coofiden- 
lial.and  that  the  members  Of  the  House  remaiaed 
under  an  iniuiictioR  of  secrecy  with  regard  to 
tbem  ;  and  inai  another  part  was  not  confidentiaL 
This  part  embraces,  among  others,  the  fulluwing 
documents: 
I  1.  A  letter  from  Governor  Claiborne  lo  the  Secrstaij 
of  Slate,  dated  OcUdier  34, 1806,  in  which,  aAei  staling 
the  praparalions  making  by  the  Spaoisids  tt  Pensacola 
end  other  places  he  says :  "  I  flatter  myeslf  that  huslil 


_,.^,v 


267 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


26S 


H.  OP  R. 


Exportation  of  Armt.  ^. 


December.  18<i6. 


itiM  betwMn  lbs  Unitsd  Smu>  >di]  Spun  na^be  amiul- 
•d.aail  (hat  an  booonbleftdjUiUiMot  oroatdiBannoca 
wmj  anaue.  Bui  I  am  iDcJineJ  U>  think  Ihat  Ifae  Span- 
kh  agentocalculate  on  a  »pe«djr  rupture,aad  aia  making 
•U  Ihe  preparaliona  that  their  meana  permil  to  com- 
mence the  war  in  Ihis  quirter."  .      i        - 

3.  8ta  tern  en  u  TMpectbg  the  detention  of  the  Amen- 
ean  sunbaatB. 

3.  Correapondence  between  GoTernor  Claiborne  and 
die  Marqiii*  de  Ciaa  CaWconeienipting  the  Spanish 
officera  from  municipal  tatea. 

*.  CorrefpoDilence  belween  Governor  Williams,  of 
(ho  Mi«MMipi«  Territorj,  and  GoTemor  Grandpre,  wiih 
■uniti?  communication  a  t«  the  Ser  reUry  of  Stnte  on 
Outrigea  committed  in  the  Misaie^ippi  Territory. 

6.  Documenla  to  abow  that  the  settlement  of  Bajon 
neire.on  the  Rod  river,  at  whieb  a  principal  aggreaalon 
tooli  pUre,  wae  originallj  made  bj  Franco,  while  po»- 
BMBing  Louisiana,  and  came  to  Ihe  poaaeanoa  Af  Spain 
onlybylbegeneraldelirarjof  Louiaian*  to  hal,  and  a» 
a  pirrt  of  it. 

6.  Bitract  of  a  letter  from  C.  Pincliney,  dated  AogDat, 
ims.  u  well  aione  dated  September  32.  1S05,  respect' 
Inf  Spaniih  apoliatioua. 

7.  UommonicationB  Aim  Got.  ClaibArne,  dated  Oo- 
Wber  21,  I8M,  respecting  obatmctioni  on  Hie  Mobile. 

S.  Copy  of  a  letler  from  the  oommaDdant  of  tike  ahip 
Hiutnaa  to  the  Secretary  of  tba  N^vy. 

HBVOLDTIONART  PENSroifa 
.  Mr.  Vabndb  ^aid  that  during  the  late  Rtvoli 
lionary  war  wiih  Great  Brriaio.  the  Governmei 
or  the  United  Stales  ihonght  proper  to  place  po 
the  peosion  list  cprtaio  officers  and  soldiers  who 
bad  Wd  wounded  or  disabled  Id  ihenar.  Il  bad 
ao  happened  thai,  from  a  variety  of  circums'taiices, 
a  large  number  of  our  merilurious  officers  and  sol- 
tfiew,  of  this  descfipiion.  had  not  bt-eir  pluced  on 
the  list.  A  number  of  them  had  kept  back,  and 
omitted  reaping  the  beneBi  of  this  prociiion;  un- 
der the  expectation  of  supporting  themselves  by 
tlielT  own  industry,  or  by  the  assistance  6f  theii 
friends.  He  belie»ed  that  many  bad  been  prompt- 
ed ro  this  br  the  most  laudable  raiitives.  Manyol 
th^m  had  since  found  ihemneltes  unable  to  earn 
a  decent  rabsistence.  A  nnitiber  of  fRiiiiuns  of 
this  kind  had,  this  morning,  be.'n  referred  ' 
Committee  of  Claims.  Mr.  V.  said  it  w 
wish  that  B  general  aad  ample  ptorision  should 
be  made  for  all  those  who  had  been  dis  " 
tfce  Hevoloilonary  w«r.  The  independt 
b»rp7  sriQation  of  our  country  were  owing  to 
their  eiertiotM",  and  oor  wealth  now  ruabted  us  ' 
Htnk*  an  ample  provision.    He  therefore  moTed 

"That  the  CommittBe  of  Claims  be  inatntcted  toin- 
qnire  what  furlher  meaaurea  are  nece«ary  to  be  adopted 
it  remnnemte  the  meritorious  aeivice*  of  the  oflktem 
and  BoUiara  who  were  wounded  or  dialled  in  tb«  Reo- 
rindonary  war  with  Great  Britain,  wkh  leave  to  tvfon 
by  bill  or  olberwiae." 

The  reBuluiion  wu  immediately  (akeo  up  and 

••>"*">■  

MoNDiT,  December  9. 
Several  other  members,  to  wii :  from  Virginia. 
Bi>wi«  GRAV.aod  WiLTER  JoHEs;  fr..m  N.-W 
Voik,  Hbhht  W.  Livinostoh  and  Elipbalgt 


WicKSs ;  and  from  Ge»tgia.  Joseph  BHran  ;  np- 
peared,  produced   iheir  credentials  was  qualified 
id  tO"k  their  seats  in  the  House. 
Mr.  LgiB  presented  a  petiiiun  of  the  late  crew 
of  the  fngaie  Philadelphia,  representing  that  they 
ha»e  been  advised  thai  under  the  maritime  regu- 
if  ihe  United  States,  persons  taken  by  the 
Barbary  Powers  are  allowed  on  their  release  A 
pecuniary  compensation  for  clothing  received  du- 
ring tlieif  cainivity.and  some  small  »om  for  to- 
bacco and  other  aiticIrS,  uaually  caUed  jail-mo- 
ney, for  which  they  have  rereired  iw  compemqi- 
tion  ;  but  that  these  eiiraordinary  eipeDnea  have 
Wen  deducted  from  tbeir  pay.  and  praying  re- 
lief.—Referred  40  the  .Committee  of  Claims. 
COHTB8TBD  ELECTION. 

Mr.  BatAB  presented  a  petition  from  Thomas 
Spalding,  rijireseniing  that  at  the  late  general 
rliction  in  Georgia  for  Representatives,  he  had  a 
*  greater  number  of  the  votes  given  ihan  Cowles 
Mead,  returned  as  a  Aiember,  and  praying  ib,4t  be 
may  beadmineri  to  a  seat.  The  peiiiion  ^Ulle8, 
ibai  by  an  act  of  Oeorgia  it  is  directed  that  with- 
in twenty  five  days  after  the  day  of  election  the 
votes  shall  be  cuunied,  and  that  the  GoverDor 
shall  thereupon  make  proclamation  of  thcpei- 
aoDs  having  the  greatest  number  of  votes  and  issue 
their  commissions ;  that  at  the  expiration  of  that 
lime  the  "otes  of  ihe  counties  of  Camden,  Lib- 
er y,  and  Tainal,  were  nut  received  at  the  Exec- 
utive office,  owing  to  which  Mr.  Mead  had  thea 
a  majority  J  but  that  on  receiving  them  it  ap- 
peared that  the  petitioner  had  4  504  and  the  sit- 
ting member  only  4.465  votes.  That  the  failure 
to  transmit  the  TOtes  ol  those  counties  arose  froin 
ao  act  of  God  ;  that  there  was  a  hurricane  on  the 
8tti  of  December,  which  flocded  the  country, 
swept  away  the  hrldgea.  and  rendered  the  roails 
impassable,  and  that  it  was  not  □□til  theespira- 
lion  of  the  limited  time  that  these  obslruciions 
were  removed. — Petition  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee of  Elections. 

EXPORTATION  OF  ARMS,  Stc 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  '■  prohibiting,  for  ■  limited 
time,  the  eiporiaiion  of  arms  and  ammunition 
fVom  the  United  States." 

The  Chairman  having  read  the  bill,  as  follows: 

Sic.  t.  Be  il  maeted.  ^r.,  That  it  ahall  not  be  law- 
fa!  to  eiport  IVom  the  United  Statea  any  canaon.  mtiB- 
keta,  piitoU,  bayonets,  iwords.  cutlasses,  muaket-ballB, 
lead,  homba,  grenadea,  gnnpowdci,  sulphur,  or  ssltpe- 
tn  1  but  the  eiporUtioD  of  all  the  afoiesaid  articles  is 
hereby  prohibited  until . 

Sac.  2.  And  be  it/urther  enaeftd.  That  any  of  the 
■foresaid  artjclea,  eicepting  such  of  them  aa  may  oon- 
Btitule  a  part  of  the  equipment  of  any  vessel  which, 
during  tfae  continuance  of  this  prohibition,  ahall  ba 
found  on  board  of  any  veaeel  in  any  river,  port,  bay  or 
harbor  within  the  lerritocy  of  the  United  Statea. Jml 
on  lioard  with  ao  intent  to  be  eiported  from  tbe  Uni' 
ted  SutM,  ahall  be  forEaited,  and  in  caae  the  value 

thereof  ahalt  amount  to  dollars,  the  vessel  M* 

hoard  whicb  the  same  ahall  be  aeiied,  together  wilb 
hw  tackles  appv*^  and  fomitwa,  ahall  also  be  lor- 
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fcited:  Frovuied,fi*iitrthde*t,Thaxno(iuDginlhMVt 
■hall  be  ronatruMi  to  prohibit  Ibe  reinoiBl  or  truuport- 
Klion  of  any  of  the  aitidc*  arorewid  from  one  poit  to 
anolhar  port  within  the  UoiltHl  Statei,  in  nnj  veuel 
faanng  a  licenae  bh  a  roaatiiig-veuel,  the  muter,  BgGnl 
or  owner  of  which  ahaU  have  given  bond  with  one  or 
more  aufficient  aureliea.  to  the  collector  of  the  dictrict 
bum  which  auch  tsmiI  m  ahoat  to  depart,  in  a  *um 
double  tha  Talne  of  anch  Tcsael,  and  of  auch  of  iho 
■kid  articles  aa  ma;  be  Wen  on  board  har;  that  the 
■aid  artictea  shall  he  relanded  and  delWcred  in  Mine 
port  of  the  United  Slatee;  or  to  prevent  the  etporta- 
lion  of  an;  of  the  aboTo  aiticlaa  on  public  accouot, 
under  the  direction  of  Iba  Preaident  of  the  United 
8uiM. 

Sic.  3.  And  be  it  fiaiher  enaeted,  That  if  anj  of 
the  article*  aforeold  shall,  contrarj  to  the  prohibitioin 
«€  thia  act,  be  exported  bom  the  United  States,  the 
aeaael  in  which  the  lanie  aball  have  bean  eipoited,  to- 
gether with  her  tackle,  apperel  and  ftirnitare,  ahall  be 
brfejted;  and  the  oaptain  or  maatei  of  anch  leaeel, 
knowingly  offending  in  Ae  premiaea,  ahall  be  liable  to 
indictment,  and  upon  conTiction,  shall  forfeit  and  paj 

a  eon  not  eioeeding dolkra ;  wtiich  ahall  be  dia- 

tributed  in  tike  manner  aa  ia  hereinafter  provided,  aa  to 
other  brfeitures  incurred  under  thia  act- 
Sac.  4.  Andbe  U further  enacted.  Thai  It  absU  be  the 
i<atj  at  the  cnatom-houie  officera,  and  of  alt  peraona 
employed  in  the  collection  of  ihe  rever)ue,  to  attend  to 
Hie  eiecntiOD  of  thia  law,  and  aU  forfeitores  and  pen- 
■lliM  incurred  nnder  it,  and  not  otherwiae  directed  to 
be  proeeculad  and  recovered,  ahall  be  aned  for,  prote- 
cated,  adjndged  and  diatribnted  in  like  manner  as  ia 
preiided  hi  the  act,  entitled  "An  act  to  pntTide  more 
aflbctnallj  for  the  ODlleclion  of  the  datina  impoaed  by 
law  oo  goods,  warea,  and  merehandtse  imported  into 
ttw  Uaatad  Stetea,  and  on  the  tonn^e  of  ships  and 

TBMlh." 

On  the  motioa  of  Mr.  UcCiuby,  the  words 
"  pi^  iron  and  bran"  were  inserted  in  the  first 
acciiOD. 

Oa  itioiion  of  Mr.  Dawson,  the  blank  at  Ihe 
eod  of  the  BntMClioo  was  filled  wiib  Che  worda 
"  the  cad  of  the  next  aeasion  of  Congrnti,  and  no 
loDgpr ;  '*  the  Uauk  in  the  aeeond  srelioD  with 
"ooe  hundred."  and  that  in  the  third  section  With 
''oaelboa'>aDd." 

On  rootioo  of  Mr.  Dawson,  the  fourth  seetioB 
WW  to  aiseoded  as  lo  ftnke  out  the  title  of  the 
■e(  recitfd,  and  to  introduce  "An  act  to  rcfculate 
the  eall'-ciioD  of  daiies  on  imports  and  tonnage." 

Mr.  diiiNCT  ofiVrt^  a  new  resolutiun,  exempt- 
iog  from  duly  the  greater  part  uf  the  artieUa 
eDumeraied  in  ihe  bill  on  their  importation  iolo 
the  UniiedStaira. 

Mr.  QniNcv  obMrred  that  on  eiamination,  the 
bill  faefure  Ihe  commiiiee  a|ipe«red  lo  I>f  the  same 
Terbatim  wiib  ibai  passed  iu  the  year  1797,  with 
the  excrpiion  of  the  new  section  moved  by  him, 
which  had  been  orniited.  Wh.<(  was  the  cause 
of  the  DiDisxiun  be  did  boi  know. 

Mr.  Dawboh  said  the  powers  of  the  commit- 
tee lestricifd  them  tun  prubibttion of  ihe  export- 


Mr.  Ci 


nili'i 


idea. 


hoped  the  adoption  of 
new  sfciioo  wuuio  not  be  preened  at  this 
>.  The  object  of  the  bill  under  eoniiideration 
10  prereat  the  eiputiativn  of  certain  military 


arlich-B;  that  of  the  new  aeciion  was  to  render 
their  importation  free  of  duty.  Ha  would  not 
say  that  al  a  foiure  line  he  would  object  lo  thi* 
mrSHur*^,  but  be  did  not  think  it  necetnary  at  prev- 
ent. His  mind'  not  having  been  drawn  to  the 
Eubjeci  he  was  not  prepared  to  vote  on  it. 

Mr.  ftoiNOV  aaid  be  bad  made  the  motion  be- 
CBUa«  be  coasiderrd  the  new  section  conformable 
to  the  principle  of  tbe  bin.  The  ubjeci  was  to 
inaure  tu  ihe  ciiuniry  aajarse  a  portion  of  raw 
maieriata  as  was  neccNsary  for  tbe  exigency  of 
tbe  tiraee.  If  anygenlleman  was  ofomnion  thai 
the  quaniitv  On  hand  i:<  sufficient  for  ihis  exigro- 
cy  he  would  be  in  favor  of  shutting  the  duoc 
agaiasl  adlitiooal  imporialions,  by  tetainin  r  lh« 
ezisiing  dmiea.  If,  on  the  contrary,  there  is  nnl 
a  sufficient  quantity  on  hand,  it  became  OFoea- 
sary  and  proper  ihal  a  kind  of  hiiuniy  should  be 
offered  lor  increasing  the  slock.  He  hud  anoihec 
reason  for  the  section  he  had  offi-red.  The  bill, 
as  it  now  stands,  will  look  to  the  public,  as  if  tha 
state  of  the  coantry  were  not  so  nreBsing  as  it, 
perhapa,  Bciually  was.  In  1797.  the  eround  aa- 
sumed  io  ibe  new  section  was  talien.  If  we  now 
pass  the  bill  without  it,  ii  will  appear,  said  Mr. 
^,  as  if  we  did  not  conKider  our  exigencies  a* 
we  Ihouitht  them  then.  Without  making  a  om- 
pariaon  between  that  period  and  this,  I  think  the 
present  eiii[ency  suoh  as  rrquirea  a  simitar  Htep. 

Mr.  Shilib  did  not  deem  ibe  ameadKieat  a 
proper  one  at  this  time,  ll  related  to  ■  subject 
distinct  from  that  referred  to  the  committee  that 
bromthl  io  the  bill — a  subject  of  sufficient  iiiw 
poriance  to  siBod  by  iiselli.  He  would  Boi  pre- 
tend lo  say  that  our  present  circumsMnces  wot)l4 
Dot  justify  it.  But  what  bad  been  done  at  a  far- 
mer jperiud  under  oiber  eirennstaDces  was  not  a 
proof  of  its  neoeiaiiy  at  preM*l.  Before  we  s* 
laio  it,  wa  ought  to  inquire  what  its  eflects  wuuU 
be  on  the  revenue,  «nd  whether  existing  oirount- 
HtBoees  required  the  sacrifiee  it  would  uceaaiun. 
Indeed  he  doubled  whether  tbe  Huuse  were  pre- 
pared to  vote  one  way  or  tbe  other.  If  it  were 
futind  neceiiaary,  he  would  heartily  concur  in  it ; 
but  this  waa  the  more  quenlionable,  Bii  it  did  nut 
appear  l/ou  tbe  Message  ol  the  President  that  hB 
Viewed  it  as  neeriBary. 

Mr.  BiowKLL  waa  not,  in  ibii  stage  of  the  baa- 
ioesa,  prepared  tu  determine  the  propriety  of  [he 
meaaure,  aa  he  did  not  know  what  its  bearing 
would  b«  oa  Ihe  reveaues  of  the  United  Siatea. 
He  thought  the  House  nught  to  be  apurized  of 
this,  before  they  could  with  propiieiy  tale  B  step 
whwh  might  break  in  on  ihr  fi>cal  arrangement* 
of  ibeGoverament.  Tbe  gentleman  from  Maa- 
sachusetlB  says  those  opposed  to  his  emendmeiU 
ought  10  show  thai  there  is  a  sufficiency  of  the 
enum-raied  articles  in  the  country,  or  that  oor 
manufacturers  are  compelcQlio  supply  them.  On 
the  contrary,  it  appeared  to  bim  that  ii  was  in- 
cumbent un  Ibe  friends  of  the  propoaiiiuo  lo 
Nhuw  that  there  Would  be  a  deGrieacy,  or  an  ina- 
bility of  our  maaufacturers  to  BOpply  uur  wants^ 
in  case  thia  pruvi>ion  shoulit  not  be  adopted. 

Mr.  CBOwNiNaHiBLO  uboerved  tbai  we  could 
make  in  ibe  United  States  al.most  all  (he  articlea 
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CDuroerated  in  the  ameadtneDi,  and  tbat  conse- 
qucDlIf  it  mifbi,  if  Hdopied,  iojare  our  manufac- 
tures in  a  degree  not  cod  tempi  aied.  Wecerlain- 
ly  manuraetured  a  ^reat  quantity  of  gunpowder 
and  muabets.  The  duty  on  gunpowder  waseon- 
^iderable,  and  the  eSeot  of  iis  reinoTal  iDiebl  ba 
estremelr  prejudicinl.  With  regard  lo  saripeire 
and  eulpbur,  be  did  not  know  that  he  would  ob- 
ject to  suspending  the  duties  irapoaed  upon  Ihem, 
as  they  were  Ihegr^at'raw  maierieU  most  want- 
ed, and  as  no  duty  had  been  exacted  on  them  un- 
til about  twoyparsago,  andlhenonaconstraetion 
of  law.  He  hoped,  however,  hia  colleague  would 
not  press  the  subject  at  this  time,  as  the  House 
vere  aot  prepared  Tor  ibe  di*cus»loD  it  might  in- 
Tolve,  BDd  as  it  might  materially  affect  the  reve- 
nae.  Though  be  would  say  that  mere  eoasider- 
BtioDs  of  revenue  would  not  of  themselres  in- 
duce bira  to  TDle  against  tbe  proposed  prorision. 
He  did  not  think  the  general  state  of  the  country 
required  it. 

Mr.  QniKCT  wasalad  lo  hear  from  gentlemen 
that  the  siiuatioo  orthe  country  was  such  as  did 
not  require  the  step  he  had  proposed.  His  own 
impression  had  been  that  it  waa  proper  to  take 
snch  a  situation  as  if  the  conoiry  were  on  theeve 
of  a  war. 

Mr.  Dawson  observed  that  he  was  aatfaorized 
to  state  that  the  Government  was  possessed  of 
fire  hundred  tons  of  saltpetre,  and  a  large  quan- 
tity of  sulphur;  and  that  he  was  welt  informed 
that  there  was  in  the  countrv  a  safficieui  quantttv 


Under  these  circumstances  he  dicT  not  comider 
the  amendment  proper,  and  hoped  that  it  would 
be  either  withdrawn  or  rejected. 

Mr.  John  C.  SNrTH  said  he  conid  not  rote  fo 
the  amendment  under  hia  present  impressioni 
The  sense  of  the  House  likewise  seemed  to  be 
against  it  in  its  present  shape.  But  the  gentle- 
man  could  obtain  his  end  by  moving  to  instruct 
the  Cominitiee  of  Ways  and  Means  to  inquire 
into  its  expediency.  And  shonld  bisamendineDt 
be  rejected  he  hoped  he  would  pursue  this  course. 
If,  on  such  investigatioD,  the  measure  should  be 
found  advisable,  he  bad  no  doubt  of  its  adoption. 

Mr.  Qdihot  said  that,  considering  the  imprei 
■ions  of  gentlemen,  be  would  withdraw  his  mc 
tioD. 

-  On  motion  of  Mr.  CitowNiNsmBLD  ibe  Words 
"  sheet  copper,"  were  eDomeraied  in  the  first 

tiOD. 

Oo  motion  of  Mr.  Dawbon  a  new  section  was 
added,  declaring  that  the  act  shall  "commence 
and  be  in  force  from  and  after  the  Brsi  day  of 
laouary,  1806." 

On  this  section  some  diversity  of  opiniMi 
nnreased. 

Mr.  J.  Clat  was  in  favor  of  the  act  going 
immediate  operation.    Mr.  CaowniHSBiGLD 
■n  favor  ot  the  time  slated  in  the  seciioo, 
Messrs.  MACon  and  SonTBABO  were  in  favor  of 
a  short  extension  of  it.    In  animadverting 
point,  Mr.  Macon  pronounced  it  doubllul  whether 
the  principle  of  the  bill  were  Consiiiuiional. 

So  amended,  the  comuuttec  rose  and  leported 


the  bill,  whose  consideration  was  postponed  until 


of  Mr.  60DTHARD.  the  petition  of 
Stephen  Sayre,  and  the  Tf  port  of  ibe  Secretary 
of  Slate  thereon,  made  the  last  session,  were  re* 
ferred  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  Monday 

Mr.  J.  Eanoolpb,  from  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means  reported  00  the  petition  of  Anthony 
Benezet  and  others,  concluding  with  a  resoltilion 
that  the  prayer  of  the  petition  is  reasonable,  and 
ought  to  be  granted. — Referred  10  the  Committee 
of  the  Whofe  on  Thursday  next. 

Tdebdav,  December  10. 

Several  other  membera,  to  wit :  from  Eentacky, 
John  Boyle;  from  New  Jersey,  William  Hblmb: 
from  Cooneciicut,  Tihothv  Pjtkin.  junior;  and 
from  New  York,  Philip  Van  Cobtlandt;  ap- 
peared, produced  tbeir  credentials,  were  qualified, 
and  took  their  teats  in  the  House. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  Honse  a  letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  transmiiting 
a  report  and  estimates  of  the  revenue  and  receipts 
oflhe  United  Stales,  for  the  years  ISOl,  1S03,  I8U3, 
1804  and  for  three  quarters  oflhe  year  1S05,  pre- 
pared in  obedience  to  iheacteotiiW  "An  act  to  es- 
tablish the  Treasury  Department;"  which  were 
read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means; 

A  petition  of  the  Legislative  Council  of  the 
Territory  of  Orleans  was  presented  to  the  House 
and  read,  prayiuff  that  all  the  lands  of  the  United 
Slates  lying  wiihin  the  limits  of  ihe  city  of  New 
Orleans,  and  fueh  other  lands  as  the  wisdom  of 
Congress  may  deem  adequate,  maybe  appropriated 
for  ibe  esiablishment  and  support  of  colleges, 
schools,  and  other  seminaries  of  learning,  in  the 
said  Territory. — Referred  to  Mr.  Gboroe  W. 
Campbell,  Mr.  Jongb,  Mr.  Bay*H,  Mr.  Joan 
WBiTEmLL,and  Mr.  Waoswobtb;  and  that  the 
said  committee  have  leave  lo  report  thereon  by 
bill,  or  otherwise. 

A  messa^  was  received  from  the  President  of 
the  United  States,  supplementary  lo  his  Message 
of  the  6th  instant,  enelosing  sundry  documents  m 
addition  to  those  laid  before  the  House,  viz; 

I.  ReUtjTe  to  the  detentiDn  of  the  public  buildings 
■t  New  Oriesns. 

3.  Helative  lo  th>  condact  of  Spain  in  Loniiiaiia,  in 
Ihe  eetabLishmMit  of  posts,  &c 

3.  Belative  to  the  obstruction  of  the  commerce  on  the 
Mobile. 

Which  were  ordered  to  be  printed,  and  referred 
to  the  same  committee  to  whom  the  papers  pre- 
viously received  were  referred. 

Mr.  J.  Olat  presented  a  petition  from  sundry 
ifaclurers  of  bais  in  Philadelphia. 


requesting  that  the  same  may  be  regulated  by  law, 
and  thai  tbe  sale  be  by  public  auction. —Referred 
to  the  Committee  of  Commerceand  Manufactures. 
Mr.  Sloak  laid  (be  following  resolniion  on  the 
table: 


:-zPcbyCOOgIC 


mSTORT  OF  CONGRESS. 


Dbgbmbeb,  1805. 


French  Spoliatiotu. 


H.ofR. 


Bttolttd,  That » tax  or  dat;  of  tea  dallani  par  brad 
be  impoMd  on  all  iliTei  hereefter  imported  ioto  tlie 
United  8lBt«. 

Ordered,  Thai  the  report  ofthe  Commissioners 
under  tbeact,«niiiled  "Ad  act  for  the  relief  of 
tbe  refugees  from  Ihe  British  prorincea  of  Canada 
and  NoTi  ScoEia,"  which  was  made  lo  this  House 
OD  tbe  thirteenth  of  February  last,  be  referred  to 
Ur.  Tbohas,  Mr.  Wilson,  and  Mr.  Cbandleb, 
with  leave  10  report  iheceon  by  bill,  or  otherwUe. 
EXPORTATION  OF  ARMS,  &c 
The  House  took  into  coDsideraiJon  the  amend- 
ments of  the  Commiiiee  of  the  Whole  lo  tbe  bill 
prohibiting,  for  a  limited  time,  the  exportation  of 
arms  and  emraatiition  from  the  United  Stales;  in 
all  of  which  ihey  concurred. 

Mr.  Cook  mored  lo  substitute  "five  hundred 
dollars"  in  the  room  of  "  one  hundred ;"  ibe  sum 
for  exporting  prohibited  articles  beyond  which  is 
followed  by  the  forfeiture  of  the  vessel — under 
ibe  impression  that  tbeproTisioD  was  loo  rigorous. 
This  ameadraent  was  supported  by  Mr.  Cbow- 
aiHSBiELD,  and  opposed  by  Mr.  Dawson,  aud  lost 
— 77  members  coDcuiring  in  the  report  of  the  Com- 
miuee  of  the  Whole. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  Olin,  "caniion  balls  and 
mortars"  were  added  to  tbe  list  of  prohibited  ar- 
ticles. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Dawson,  an  amendment  wae 
introduced,  applyin?  the  penalties  of  the  bill  Ic 
the  exportation  of  the  pronibited  articles  by  land. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  NicHoi.soti  tbe  provisions  of 
the  bill  were  extended  to  the  Territories  of  the 
United  Stales. 

Mr.  Oreoo  laid  he  understood  the  bill 
consideraiion  was  only  a  report  in  part.    He  had 
no  disposition  to  oppose  itsfmssage.    He  only 
to  express  his  hope  thai  when  tbe  comm 
made  a  farther  report,  they  would  lay  before  the 
House  tbe  inforraBiion  necessary  to  eoable  them 
to  act  intelligeudy.    It  bad,  from 


ment  of  tbe  Oovernmeot,  been  tbepractice  of  the 
House  to  call  on  tbe  Secretary  ot  War  to  slate 
the  amount  of  military  stores  on  hand,  accompa- 
nied by  his  opinioD  of  ihe  further  supplies  deemed 
necessary.  No  such  thing  had  yet  been  done  this 
tcMioQ.  The  House  neither  knew  tbe  quanlity 
of  military  stores  on  hand,  or  could  calculate  the 
effecu  of  the  bill.  They  did  not  know  what  was 
tbe  quantity  of  sulphur  and  saltpetre  on  hand,  ot 
whether  there  was  a  sufficiency  of  thoie  import- 
ant raw  materials,  in  case  we  should  be  embroiled 

The  Spbaeek  here  interropted  Mr.  Oreoo  by 
observing  that  there  was  no  motion  before  the 
HooM. 

After  a  few  remarks  from  Mr.  Nichoi^on  and 
Hr.  QacGO,  on  the  details  of  ihe  bill,  ii  was  order- 
ed, on  the  motion  of  the  former,  lo  be  re-eommit- 
led  10  the  committee  who  introduced  It,  for 
amend  ment. 

WiDiiaeniY,  Daesmber  11. 
Ba^ited,  That  ibe  Committee  of  Commerce 
udManufactniesbaiaatructed  toiaquiteint 


expediency  of  extending  the  limits  of  the  district 
of  WashiDgion.inNurtb  Carolina,  so  as  to  include 
Shell  Castle  Island,  and  report  their  opiaion  by 
■^11  or  otherwise. 

Aooiher  member  lo  wit:  Daniel  C.  Vbs- 
PLANOK,  from  New  York,  appeared,  produced  bis 
credentials,  and  took  bis  seat  in  the  House. 

Mr.  Dawson  reported  various  amendments  to 
tbe  bill  ''prohibiting,  for  a  limited  time,  tbe  ex- 
portation of  arms  and  ammuniiioo  from  the  Uni- 
ted States,"  which  tbe  House  took  immediately 
into  consideration,  and  concurred  in,  with  an 
amendment,  striking  out  "pig  Iron,"  from  the 
prohibited  articles. 

The  bill  thus  amended,  remains  the  same  in 
substance  as  it  passed  Ibe  Committee  of  the 
Whole.  It  was  ordered  to  be  -engrossed  for  a 
third  reading  to-morrow. 

Mr.  BinwBLL  said  that,  in  the  late  war  between 
the  United  States  and  Tripoli,  distinguished  ser- 
vices had  been  rendered  by  Mr.  Baton,  which  bad 
contributed  to  the  peace  lately  made  with  that 
Power.  IntimaiioD  of  this  fact  wai  not  only  de- 
rived from  its  public  notoriety,  hoi  likewise  ironi 
Ihe  President  of  the  United  Staler.  He  thought 
ibese  services  worthy  ihe  notice  of  Congress.  He 
therefore  submitted  the  following  resolution: 

Boohed,  by  the  Senate  and  Houte  of  Rtprt*enU*- 
live*  of  the  United  Statu  ofAmertea  in  Congrcn  at- 
tembbd.  That  the  Prendent  of  the  United  States  be 
reqaested  to  proient  a  sword,  in  the  name  of  Congreaa, 
to  William  Eaton,  Eiq.,  as  a  testimon;  of  the  high 
•ense  entertained  of  hia  gallftntiy  and  good  conduct  in 
leading  a  small  band  of  our  conntTymeD,  and  othen, 
Ihiougb  Che  desert  of  Ljbia,  on  an  eipedition  against 
Tripoli,  in  oonjunetion  with  tbe  ei-BaAaw  of  thsl  Ite- 
geaey  ;  defealuig  the  Tripolitan  amy  at  Deme,  with 
the  uwataace  of  a  small  port  of  the  naval  Ibrce  of  die 
United  Statca,  aitd  oontribnling  thereby  ta  a  ■necesafiil 
lermiaation  of  tbe  war,  and  tbe  natontian  of  onr  c^ 
••-e  fellow-citiiens  to  liberty  and  tbeir  coanUry. 

Referred,  on  the  mulioa  of  Mr.  Varndm,  to  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole  to-morrow. 

otion  of  Mr.  Sloan  the  House  look  up 
his  motion  relative  to  tbe  imposition  of  a  tax  of 
ten  dollars  on  every  slave  imported  into  the  Uni- 
ted States. 

Mr.  D.  R.  Williams  hoped  the  consideration 
of  the  resolution  would  tie  postponed.  The  law, 
he  said,  which  had  excited  such  irritation  was  at 
present  before  the  Legislature  of  South  Carolina, 
and  would,  in  all  probabiliiv,  be  repealed.    If  re- 

Cled.  any  resolution  of  this  House  would  be  use- 
He  therefore  moved  its  postponement  until 
Monday  fortnight. 

Mr.  Sloah  said,  be  bad  no  objection  to  the 
postpooemeat,  which  was  carried  without  a  di- 


Mi 


FRENCH  ePOLUTIOHS. 
J.  Randolph  observed  that,  at  the  first 


of  the. 
appropriatio        _  , 

ing  American  claims  for  spoliatiunsi 
by  the  peopleof  Prance,  which  had  been  assumed 
in  the  conrenlion  that  transferred  to  (he  United 


le  eighth  Congress,  there  bad  been  an 
m  of  83  750,000  for  the  purpose  of  pay- 
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Public  Road»— General  Ealon. 


Decbmbgh.  IfnS. 


Siaies  the  soremgoty  of  LoviHian* ;  that  bills, 
ID  sBiisfaeiiuD  of  ihe^e  claims,  w«re  daily  pre- 
aenieil  Ibr  payment  at  ibe  Trt-ahury ;  but  tbat,  o<i 
the  31sl  ol^  Ibis  mooiti,  Ihe  a|ipro|iriauon  would 
oeaBe,wheD  tbesum  rrmftiniDgUDexpeiided  would 
be  carrird  to  the  credit  of  lite  surplus  fund.  Thf 
Cumraittt-e  of  Ways  and  Mean*  bad  recfived  a 
letter,  repreMDtiag  ibe  circuiDniances,  from  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasurf,  wbie.h  bad  lodueed 
ibem  10  come  lo  a  resoluliun  to  ask  leave  to  pre- 
■eat  a  billoB  ihesubjecl. 

Leave  ha  ring  beeo  granted — 

Mr.  J.  Randolph  made  a  report,  consisting  of 
a  leiler  from  ihe  Secrelnry  of  IDe  Treasury,  rep- 
leacniiog  the  facts  Mated  by  bim.anda  bill,  'Sup- 
plementary to  the  act  making  provision  for'  Ihe 
psyroeDtof  claims  of  cilizea^  of  the  Uiiiipd  Slates 
on  tbe  Gurernmenl  of  France,  the  payraeot  of 
which  hns  been  assumed  by  the  United  aiatvx.  by 
Tiriuv  of  theeoDveoIiiin  of  the  30th  of  April  1803. 
betwt^D  the  United  Stales  aod  the  French  Re- 

The  bill  provides  that  the  balance  of  the  83,750,- 
000  remaining  unexpended  on  the  31si  ui  Decem- 
ber DFXt  shall  Dot  be  carried  to  the  surplus  fund, 
but  shall  coDtinue  applicable  to  the  satUfHCtion 
of  (he  claims  aoiil  tbvy  shall  be  satinGed.— Refer- 
red to  the  Committee  of  ibe  Whole  on  Mooday 
next. 

TborbdaT;  December  12. 

AootbcT  nifmber,  to  wit:  loan  HAHtLTOK, 
Drom  Pennsylvania,  appeared,  produced  hia  ere- 
deolials,  was  qualified,,  and  touk  bia  seM  in  tb« 
Huuse. 

BsAJAMiN  Parks  faaviac  aJao  apprared  a*  a 
Delegate  from  Ibe  lodiana  Territory  uf  the  Uoi* 
Ui  States,  the  Mid  oath  wa>  admimsiered  to  him 
by  (he  Speaker,  and  faa  tooli  his  »eai  id  the  House 
accord  isgly. 

An  eugroseed  bill  probibiti«g,  for  a  limited 
time,  the  ezportaiioD  of  arms  sod  ammunitioo 
from  the  UoiteU  States,  was  read  ibe  third  tine, 
aod  passed. 

Mr.  Varnuii,  from  the  committee  appointed  OB 
the  second  imttant,  to  prepare  and  report  sacb 
atanding  rules  and  orders  of  proceeding  as  are 
projier  to  be  observed  in  Ibis  House,  made  a  report 
thereon;  which  was  read,  and  committed  (o  a 
Cummiiiee  of  the  whole  House  on  Monday  neiL 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter, 


the  Oermau  lac 


iguagt 


addressed  to  him,  accom- 


u  printed  boobs  Id  the  same  laL 
guage.— Hei'erred  to  Messrs.  Cohbab,  BcniHOBR, 
Bad  SAHMONa. 

On  tlie  motion  of  Mr.  Newton,  (he  House  came 
to  ibe  fi'lloiving  ri^sulutiuu: 

Raohtd,  That  the  CommittM  of  Commerce  and 
HaiiQbctDr«a  b«  instnietcd  to  take  into  coaii<leratiaD 
the  ease  of  the  brig  George,  detained  in  the  port  of 
Nortblk,  with  oaa  thoiuand  two  hundred  demijabiw  of 
brandy  on  board,  and  to  icjiort  thereon  bj  bill  or  othar- 

WiM. 

Mr.  Nkwton,  previous  to  ibe  adoption  of  this 
resolution,  explaiued  ibe  peculiar  circuBMsiiccB 


It  British  orders 


of  the  ease,  Bri--ing  from  ihi"  recei 
ri  Isiiw  til  ihe  iradw  of  neuirals. 

Mr.J.C.  SMiTB.frumtheCummitieeofClaima, 
instructed  lo  inquire  what  funher  sl^'ps  are  prop- 
er tornmunersle  meriloriousciffioerr.,4c.,  rejiorled 
a  bill  in  addition  to  sn  act  (o  niske  pruvisioB  for 
persons  dti-aMed  by  known  wounds  received  is 
the  Revolutionary  war;  which  was  read  twicai 
anil  referred  lo  ihe  Commlliee  of  ihe  Whole. 

[This  bill  provioes  that  the  priivi-ions  i.f  i;ie 
Hci  ol  Ihe  3d  of  March.  1803,  shsU  be  construed 
10  eiteod  to  all  per^-oDs  who  received  actual 
w'lunds  in  the  Ri'voluiionary  war.  whether  as 
Tniunteersor  militia, and  thai  they  shell  be  placed 
on  Ihe  pension  list,  ihoufjh  ihey  may  have  resign- 
ed, or  have  been  discharged,  or  hsve  bern  in  cap- 
tivity at  the  lerminaiidD  ol  ihe  war ;  and  ID  tbiise 
who,  bavins  during  the  war  rei'eived  wounda, 
have  since  become  disabled  thereby;  aulhorizrs 
(he  all'iwance  of  increased  pension):,  incaxesof 
such  diiahillty,  by  the  Sfcreiary  of  War,  on  Ihe 
cerii6cate  of  iwo  phyr<icians,  provided  that  auch 
auamentalion  dors  uul exceed  a  full  pension;  aud 
presfribesa  full  pension  taacummissinoed  oBBcer 
shnil  be  hair  the  amount  of  his  munlhly  pay,  lu  B 
non-commissioned  >  fficer  or  private  five  dollars 
per  monlb.and  that  no  pension  shall  exceed  the 
half  pay  ofa  lieuienant  colonel.] 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Fi BE,  the  House  came  to  a 
reiuluiiun  instructing  ibe  Commiiiee  of  Claima 
toinquirewbether  any  further  compensation  ought 
to  be  allowed  to  aay  of  ihe  cot  lectors  uf  the  direct 
tax  for  serrices  by  them  performed,  and  whether 
any  compenMtiun  ought  to  be  made  them  fur 
moneys  actually  paid,  in  Ihe  prosecuiion  uf  ihe 
respective  <  utiea  of  their  office,  beyond  the  sums 
allowed  by  law. 

PUBUC  ROADB. 

Mr.  Jackson  called  the  atieution  of  tba  House 
to  a  subject  before  Congress  at  iheir  last  sessiaa, 
relative  lo  ihe  application  ofa  ceiiain  part  of  ibe 
net  proceeds  of  iunds  of  ilie  United  Slates  within 
Ohio,  tu  ibe  making  roads,  to  revive  which,  he 
off<-red  the  foMuwinn  resolution  : 
.  Raolntd,  Thai  a  nimmittee  be  appointed  Ut prepare 
and  bring  in  aAiUmBkingpraviiiionforibeappUcatioa 
of  the  money  heretofore  appruprialed  lo  laying  out  and 
■taking  certain  public  roads. 

Mr  Varhdh  suggested  the  propriety  of  mabiDg 
the  reference  more  general,  and  moved  iheaD^ 
stilution  of  ihe  wurds  "tu  inquire  into  ibeezpo- 
diency  of."  in  the  room  of  those  in  ilalic 

Mr.  Jackson  could  not  accede  lo  ttiisamend- 
[,  BH  the  plinhied  faiih  of  the  naiion  waa 
Ibe  application  be  bad  sialed.  He 
no  objection  to  enlarging  the  puweis 
of  Ihe  commiltre  so  ax  lu  enable  them  to  mquire 
into  [be  expediency  of  applying  addiiioBal  sunw 
lu  ibe  ssme  object. 

Mr.  Varndm's  amendmenl  having  prevailed — 
ayei  60,  the  resulutiuo,  thus  amended,  passed. 
GENERAL  EATON. 

On  the  moiion  of  Mr.  Bidwei.l,  the  Houxe  re- 
•olfed  itself  iatu  a  Commiiiee  uf  the  Whule  on 
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thv  rp-rihiiioD  offered  yesierdaf  relaiire  10  Wil 
liam  Eaion. 

The  ChairmaD  read  tfie  resolUiioD  as  rolInwR: 


autMbltd,  That  the  Preiidrnt  of  (he  ImlEeJ  Statei  Ix 
nqacsted  id  pment  a  iwotJ,  in  Ihs  Dima  of  CongrMS, 
to  William  GatoD.  Baq->  ■■  a  tntimonj  of  lh«  high 
senae  entertained  of  bia  gaHiutiy  and  good  conduct  in 
leading  a  amall  band  of  our  counlrjmrn  and  othera 
throagh  Oxe  deaeit  of  Lyhia.  ou  an  eipcdition  againit 
Tripoli,  in  conjixictioii  with  the  ei-Baabav  of  that  Se- 
geixrf  ;  defeating  the  Tripotilan  army  al  Derne,  nith 
Ae  aniatance  of  a  small  part  of  the  iraTal  force  of  the 
United  Statea.  and  rontribuling  ihereb;  to  ■  niccewftil 
tannination  i^  the  war.  and  Ihr  raatoration  of  ooi  cap- 
lira  feHuw-cTtiieDa  to  libert;  aad  dieii  couitTy." 

Mr.  BiDWKLL  morti  to  am^nd  the  rexulution 
b;  atrikjiig  oul  the  word  ''»noid."and  by  inxerl- 
in^  ID  lieu  tfaereor  ihe  worda  "a  medal  of  gold, 
«)th  propef  detirps." 

Mr.  J,  Clst  wi>hed  the  gentleman  from  yivs- 
sacikiMeita  nuDld  let  the  word  "sword"  stand  in 
tbe  resolution.  It  wb:<  onif  on  extraordinary 
eceifioDs.  he  brIieTed.  that  a  medal  was  award- 
ed. H>-  was  *ery  willing  to  Vote  for  nrespniinp 
ft  BWortToD  thix  oecaxion  ;  hut.  if  a  medal  was  in- 
anted  upon,  heshould  be  compelled  (o  vote  against 
the  resnlulion. 

Mr.  Elliot  req united  that  Ihr  reaolutiou  paioiFd 
at  tbe  last  54ra--ion.  relative  to  Commodore  Preble, 
and  the  ufficfra  and  marines  under  hia  command, 
mwlx  be  read. 

The  molution  waa  ar cording'If  read,  which  or- 
dered a  medal  to  be  airucb,  and  a  swotd  lobe 
given  to  "Bcb  of  the  oflkers. 

Mr.  B.  said,  thai  ihf  cbjn-tifni  ofthegentlemati 
from  Prno»ylvBQTa  (Mr.  J.  Clay)  to  the  amend- 
ment oO^red  by  ihe  iientleman  from  MassacbD- 
aetis,  (Mr.  Bidwell  )  iiabsittuiing  a  eold  medal 
In  tbe  room  of  a  sword,  appeared  to  be  founded  no 
tbe  idea  that  a  medal  would  b)-  a  mred  dispropor- 
tiuoed  lo  the  importance  of  the  dervices,  nr  ihi- 
official  lank  of  tbe  icenileman  wbo  was  the  ob- 
ject of  ttie  reaolDlioQ;  in  other  words,  that  it 
would  be  too  great  a  reward.  I  did  no),  .taid  Mr. 
B.,  anticipate  the  ubj>>rtion  fr  m  any  quarter  of 
the  House,  and  regret  ezireraety  that  it  hai-  arisen. 
From  the  peculiar  cliaractc r  with  which  the  gen- 
Iteman  whii  ia  intended  to  be  hunored  by  tbe  res- 
olBtion,  was  invested  by  the  Government,  it  be- 
■Omea  a  puirit  uf  no  small  delicacy,  and  even  of 
M>m«  difficulty,  to  debate  the  queMioo  at  all. 
We  are,  indeed,  told  in  tbe  President's  Mes- 
»ft,  (bat  the  impurlant  aerviees  of  oor  Eellanl 
eoaniryman  undoubtedly  coniribuied  to  tbe  im- 
pevsaiuQ  which  produced  peace  with  Tripoli.  It 
waa  prO|ter  for  the  Preiiident  to  nay  this,  and 
to  aay  oq  tantt ;  but,  in  order  to  enable  its  lo  pay 
a  pTiiper  iribme  on  our  part  to  merit  ao  eonspicu- 
wai,  ii  becomes  neces-sary  lu  avail  oors<-lvea  uf  in- 
fnvBation  derived  from  unofficial  soiirceK.  In 
evcythiiig  which  we  eati  do  upon  ihia  subject, 
we  »rr  anticii>aled  hy  tbe  N'U  '  voice  of  fame,  and 
thin  conoid erii>iuD  baa  indocrd  me  someiimea  to 
doubt  the  propiieiy  uf  duiug  inyifaiiig  wbaiever. 


It  haa.  however,  always  been  deemed  policy,  and 
even  duty  in  free  governments,  lo  distinguish  by 
national  honors  those  citiZfos  who  have  perform- 
ed important  national  services.  It  is  pirfeciljT 
understood  Ihnt  our  brave  countryman  coramBod- 
ed.  in  conjunction  with  the  ex  Bashaw  of  Tri|Hili, 
a  force  sufficiently  respectable  to  be  consi  ere>t  aa 
BO  armv.  and  of  course  that  the  popular  appilla- 
tion  of  General  Eaton  had  been  conferred  upon 
good  grounds.  In  that  siroDg  point  of  view  ia 
which  the  subject  will  be  seen  by  liberal  mind*, 
inndrquBcy  of  force  and  means,  coniparrd  with 
the  grealnejs  of  the  object  and  tbe  event,  will 
i;ive  greater  honor  to  the  acbievine  of  the  ea- 
terprise.  IF  we  act  at  alt,  we  ought  to  bestow  a 
mark  of  distinction  suitable  for  a  general  officer, 
or  an  officer  of  distinguished  rank,  to  accept. 
Shall  we  refu.''e  a  medal,  the  appropriate  reward 
of  ihe  brave  Preble.and  offer  a  sword,  which  waa 
trivpn  to  th'  subordinate  naval  officers,  when  iha 
services  of  Preble,  however  raeriloriou.':,  a  nd  great- 
ly meritorious  they  were,  failed  of  efficiiug  tha 
oSjecE  which  the  world  believes  that  Ealon  haa 
accomplished?  By  the  modern  notions  of  mar- 
rial  etiqueile  and  honor,  a  swurd  is  the  appropri- 
aip  token  of  distinction  and  reward  fur  officers  of 
."ubordinale  rank,  h  is  believed  that  a  simple 
and  concise  vote  of  thanks,  by  the  Represenia- 
tives  of  a  free  people,  is  ibe  nobleal  meed  of  ex- 
ailed  merit  and  patriotism. 

An  army,  composed  io  part  of  Americans,  but 
chiefly  of  the  descendant"!  of  the  ancient  Oreciana, 
Ezypiian*,  and  Arabians ;  in  other  words,  an  ar- 
my  collected  from  the  four  quarters  of  tbe  globe, 
and  led  by  an  Americao  commander  to  cougu'est 
and  glory,  is  a  phenomenon  in  military  h  story 
calculated  10  attract  tbe  attention  uf  the  woilj, 
not  only  by  its  novelty,  but  by  its  real  Influence 
anil  consequence.  It  ousht  to  be  considered,  too, 
that  this  army,  notwiihstanding  the  singularitT 
of  Its  organization  and  character,  and  Ihe  siiiall* 
ness  of  its  numbers  and  its  means,  acted  in  1 
cause  which  might  be  thought  to  aff.  ct,  at  least 
in  some  remote  degree,  the  general  interest  of 
manhiod.  Since  ibe  destruction  of  Cato,  and  hia 
little  senate  at  Dtica.  the  banner  of  freedom  bad 
never  waved  in  that  desert  and  barbarous  quarter 
of  the  globe;  and  be  who  carried  iI  so  nobly,  ia 
the  langaaee  of  the  resolution,  through  the  desert 
of  Lybia,  and  placed  it  so  triumphaotiy  upon  the 
African  shore  of  the  Mediterraneao.  deserves  io 
he  honorably  disliniiuished  by  that  country  and 
that  Government,  to  which  the  enierprise.  baa 
added  lustre.  I  repeat  it,  Mr.  Chairman,  we  can 
do  nothing  in  which  we  are  not  anticipated  by 
fsme.  Fame  has  already  devoted  to  the  name 
which  we  are  laboring  to  celehraie.  the monunten- 
tumaere  j>errnm'u<,  Ihe  imperishable  ci>luion  of 
ghiry,  which  is  the  just  reward  of  patriots  only, 
and  which  impartial  history  denirs  lo  the  mere 
conquerors  and  robbers  of  mankind. 

Mr.  Smilik  remarked,  thai  it  added  to  the  value 
of  an  honor  conferred,  to  have  it  bestowed  by  an 
unanimous  vote.  It  was  nut,  however,  hia  pur- 
pose to  trouble  the  House  wiih  a  speech.  He 
should  confine  himself  to  makiog  ooe  or  two  re- 
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marks.  He  considered  ii  correct  ibat  honon  con- 
ferred should  be  apportioned  to  merit.  It  was  nol 
eo  important  wbeiher  ihe  roan,  on  whom  (hey 
were  bestowed,  whs  tbe  commaoder  of  an  army,, 
or  whether  be  filled  an  inferioT  station.  What- 
ever bis  iiatioQ  might  be,  he  who  conducted  him- 
self well  in  the  service  of  his  country,  was  enti- 
tled to  her  th*nba.  Mr.  S.  said  he  would  next 
eiaroine  the  advantasies  which  the  seTTJcei  of  Mr. 
Eaton  bad  gdioed  lo  nis  country,  and  see  whether 
they  were  equal  totbosewbich  we  had  derived  from 
'is  of  other  great  men.    From  his  impres- 


modore  Preble,  and  his  brave  associates,  whose 
conduct  he  highly  approved.  Me  believed  that 
the  expeditioD  of  Mr.  Eaton  had  greatly  contrib- 
vted  to  B  peace;  and  if  this  were  so,  he  did  not 
kaow  a  more  esseotial  service  he  could  have  ren- 
dered. For  these  reasons  he  was  in  favor  of  award- 
ine  «  medal  in  preference  lo  a  sword. 

Mr.  QniNcy  hoped  tbe  House  would  bestow  a 
tnedal  instead  of  a  sword.  He  would  say  that, 
on  such  an  occasion,  a  medal  was  more  proper 
than  a  sword.  Wbeo  the  resolution  was  offered, 
he  had  a  solid  objection  to  it,  which  had,  in  some 
measure,  been  removed  by  the  proposed  amend- 
ment. A  sword  was  not  an  appropriate  reward 
for  Ihe  service  rendered  on  tbiis  occasioo.  It  was 
a  reward  for  valor,  and  mere  valor.  In  this  ease 
he  considered  the  valor  displayed  as  a  very  small 
part  of  the  distinction  of  Mr.  Eaton.  He  wished 
that  the  motion  bed  been  submitted  to  a  select  com- 
mittee, that  not  odIv  the  nature  of  the  compliment, 
but  likewise  the  form  al  the  expression,  laight 
bare  beeo  better  adapted  to  what  he  conceivedto 
be  tbe  character  of  the  service  rendered.  He  did 
not  think  tbe  circumstances  stated  in  the  resolu- 
tioD  were  those  which  were  the  most  appropriate. 
Be  did  not  consider  the  leading  a  small  band 
through  thedesertof  Lybia,  tbe  defeating  the  Tri- 
poliianarmyaiDerne,  the  contributing  to  it  peace, 
tnd  the  liberation  of  our  couotrymen,  as  charac- 
teristic of  tbe  services  rendered.  Tbe  peculiar 
character  of  those  services  was  this:  that  Mr, 
Eaton,  being  s  private  citizen,  and  called  upon 
by  no  oCGcial  station  or  duly,  had  the  greatness  of 
mind  to  plan  a  scheme  by  which  the  dethrone- 
ment of  an  usurper,  (be  restoration  of  tbe  lawful 
beir,  and  the  release  of  on  rcaptive  couotrymen, 
were  to  have  been  effected.  A  conception  of  this 
kind  belonged  only  to  great  and  superior  minds; 
»Qd  what  was  sufficient  to  fill  the  miods  of  most 
men^  the  machinery  for  effecting  this  plan,  was 
10  bim  bui  of  a  secondary  nature.  He  believed 
it  would  be  fur  the  reputation  of  the  United  Slates 
'  10  give  some  select  and  appropriate  reward,  such 
as  a  man  like  Eaton  ought  to  receive,  and  such 
as  it  would  be  to  the  honor  of  our  country  to 
give. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  Mr.  Bidwell's 
amendment,  which  was  carried  hy  a  considerable 
majority. 

Mr.  Jaccsoh  said,  he  entertained  a  high  sense 
of  the  exiranrdinary  merit  of  tbe  officer  who  was 
the  object  of  the  resolution  under  conaidetaiioo, 


ind  was  of  opinion  that  (be  House  should  express 
heir  highest  sentiment  of  approbation.  To  do 
this,  be  thought  the  jihraseology  of  the  resolution 
onglit  to  be  cnanged  in  conformity  lo  ihe  ideas  of 
(he  gentleman  from  Mnssachusetls.  He  would, 
therefore,  wiih  this  view,  move  that  the  Commit- 
tee should  rise,  with  Ihe  intention  ofiDoving  in 
the  House  the  reference  of  ibe  resolution  to  a  ac- 
ee  for  such  alteratian. 
ion  was  taken  on  the  rising  of  the 
yeas  52,  nays  54. 


rquated  word,  not  to  be  found  in  mod- 
em maps. 

Mr.  BiDWELL  observed,  (hat  he  was  not  tenacious 
of  the  particular  form  of  tbe  expression.  If  that 
su^ested  by  his  colleague  wai  deemed  most  cor- 
rect, he  had  no  objection  to  it.    He  would,  how- 

:r,  remark  that  the  word  Lybia  was  uken  from 
expression   used   by  Mr.  Eaton  in  one   of  his 

ters.  It  was  certainly  a  word  used  in  modera 
times,  although  it  might  not  be  in  general  use. 

*s  to  the  general  question,  Mr.  B.  hoped  that, 
ime  gentlemen  thought  tbe  resolution  went 
...  far,  while  others  ihourht  it  did  not  go  far 
enough,  and,  as  the  general  sentiment  Waa,  that 
something  ought  to  be  done  by  the  House,  it 
would  be  considered  that  a  middlecourse  beiweeu 
tbe  two  extremes  was  the  fittest,  and  that  there 
would  be  sufficient  mgaanimiiy  to  give  a  unani- 
mous vote  in  favor  of  the  resolution.  For  bim- 
?elf  be  was  willing  to  have  it  varied  so  as  to  make 
it  conform  to  tbegeneral  sense  of  ibe  Committee, 
for  the  purpose  of  insuring  unanimity. 

Mr.  QuiNCT  said  be  was  not  particularly  tena- 
cious of  the  form  of  expression  used.  He  bad 
onlv  risen  to  stale  his  knowledge  as  far  as  it  went. 
Lybia  was  a  word  in  use  among  classical  men, 
among  poeis,  but  not  among  men  of  busioess. 

The  question  was  put  on.substitDting  Barca  in 
the  room  of  Lybia,  and  passed  in  the  negative  bf 
aconsiderablemajority.  The  resolution, as  amend- 
ed, was  then  agreed  to  without  a  division. 

The  Committee  rose  and  reported  it  to  tba 
House,  who  immediately  took  it  into  eoaside  rati  on. 

The  amendment  for  substiiuiing  "  a  gold  medal 
with  proper  devices."  in  the  room  of  ''a  sword," 
being  under  consideration, 

Mr.  J.  Clay  said,  as  the  Committee  of  (he 
Whole  bad  reported  their  agreement  to  tbe  amead- 
meot,  and  as  a  desire  had  beeo  expressed  that 
there  might  be  an  unanimous  vote  on  [he  occa- 
sion, be  wished  more  information  on  tbe  subject 
than  he  possessed  before  he  could  act  upon  it. 
After  having  obtained  (his  he  might  very  proba- 
bly vote  for  the  amendment.  He,  therefore,  mov- 
ed a  reference  of  the  resolution  lo  a  select  com- 
mittee, who  might  ubiain  the  information  lequic' 
ed  from  ibe  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Mr.  Jackson  observed,  (bat  the  names  of  otbei 

Sentlemen,  who  were  before  tbe  walls  of  Derne, 
ad  been  announced  in  the  oewapapers,a>  hariog 
assisted  in  ihe  achievements  thai  were  ibe  uhjeel 
ofibe  resolution  undercooHideraiion.  It  was  not 
improper  to  inquire  wheibn  tbey  oi^bt  to  be  as- 
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■ocnted  in  (he  hoDorfl  awarded  by  Coogress.  To 
insure,  therefore,  unaainiiiy,  and  be  slow  proper 
prarse,  he  hoped  the  pourie  poinied  ont  by  ih? 
genilemaD  from  Pennsf  iTBoia  vould  be  parsned. 
The  moiion  to  refer  the  resolution  to  a  select 
committee  «as  carried — yeaa  69;  and  Measrs. 
BiDWBLi^  J.  Clat,  TaoHPBOR,  of  New  Hamp- 
(bire,  MasTsaa,  Gbat,  AKOBiB,aiid  Casit,  w«re 
appototed  a-comminee. 

Fbidat,  Deeember  13. 

Two  otb«r  members,  to  wit:  from  Delaware) 
Jambb  M.  Bboou,  and  from  Keatockf,  JoRn 
FoffUER,  appeared,  produced  their  ciedenttatt, 
were  qualified,  and  toofa  their  aeaia  in  the  Houte. 

Mr.  Trohab,  from  thecommitiee  appointed  on 
Ibe  teaih  iosiaDt,  presented  a  liilt  rupplememary 
to  the  act,  entitled  "An  act  refrnladog:  the  grants 
of  land  appropriated  for  the  lefunes  from  the 
British  proTinces  of  Canada  and  Nova  Bcotia;" 
which  was  read  twice  end  committed  to  a  Com- 
miiiee  of  the  whole  House  on  Monday  next. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  transmitting 
B  repori  and  estimates  of  appropriation  necessary 
ibr  the  service  of  the  year  1806 ;  also,  a  statenieat 
oftbe  receipts,  and  expenditures  at  the  Treasury  of 
the  United  States,  for  one  year  preceding  the  nrs( 
day  of  October.  1S05,  which  were  read,  and  referred 
to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Dawson,  the  Message  of  the 
President  relative  to  the  briganiine  Henrick,  to- 
gether with  the  repori  of  the  Committee  ofClaimii 
thereon,  made  at  a  former  session,  were  referred 
to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  Wednesday 
oeit. 

The  Houae  went  into  an  eIecti<Hi  for  a  Chap- 
lain in  the  room  of  Mr.  Olbndt. 

Herars.  Chalmeta,  Lanrie,  and  Rattooo,  were 

The  ballot*  haTins  beeit  lakea,  the  Speaker 
decIaredMr.  LAnsifieleeted,  ha  having  62  vote*. 

THEODORICK  ARMISTEAD. 
Mr.  CftowniNBBiBLO,  from  tlte  Committee  of 
Commerce  and  Mantifactures,  to  whom  was  yes- 
terday referred  the  petition  relative  to  a  vesxel  at 
Norfolk,  reported  a  bill  fu  the  relief  of  Theodo- 
rick  ArmtsieBd,  which  waa  referred  to  *  Goramit- 


admit  to  entry  1200  demijohn*  of  brandy 
ported  by  T.  Arnustead,  in  the  brig  Oeorge,  from 
the  island  of  Teneriffe. 

The  House  went  immediately  into  Committee 
of  the  Whole. 


ing  of  the  documents  relative  Co  it;  from  which 
it  appeared  that  some  time  since  the  owner  of  the 
brig  George  hired  her  to  go  to  Teneriffe,  where 
he  look  a  cargo  fur  the  Havana;  beating  subse- 
quently of  the  late  British  orders,  he  thought  it 
prudent  to  return  to  Norfolk,  where  he  now  lies; 
Mt  owiag  to  the  rerenne  laws  ol  the  UoUed 


Stales  he  is  prohibited  from  entering  brandy  in 
quantities  as  small  as  those  contained  in  the  demi- 
johns. He,  therefore,  asks  permission  to  land 
these  articles  OD  paying  the  usual  dniies. 

Mr.  Macon  (the  Speaker)  expressed  his  opin- 
ion of  the  incorrectness  uf  the  coarse  pursued  on 
this  occasion,  on  which  the  Committee  of  Com- 
merce and  Manufactures,  contrary  to  the  usual 
practice  of  the  House,  had  reported  a  bill  with- 
out assigning  their  reasons  in  en  accompanying 
report.  He  wished  that  such  a  report  might  h« 
made,  and  that  it  might  stand  as  a  precedent,  in 
case  other  applications  should  be  made,  to  show 
the  peculiar  grotiods  on  which  the  House  acted. 
It  was  further  his  wish  that  there  had  been  a  bill 
embracing  the  general  principle  involved  in  thia 
case,  in  preference  to  one  making  a  special  pro- 
vision. That  a  detailed  report  might  be  made, 
he  moved  that  the  Committee  should  riie,  in  order 
to  make  way  for  a  motion  to  recommit  the  bill 
to  the  Committee  of  Commerce  and  Manufactures. 

Mr-  Newton  opposed  this  motion.  He  repre- 
sented the  ease  as  extremely  hard  ;  that  the  facta 
were  all  before  the  House  and  were  indisputablsf 
that  the  vessel  had  been  detained  since  October ; 
that  nothing  was  asked  but  what  was  perfectly 
fair;  that  the  necessity  of  making  the  recjueit 
aroae  from  orders  recently  issued  by  a  King  who, 
though  he  could  do  no  wrong  to  bis  own  subjeeta, 
practised  great  injuries  on  American  ciuzep& 
With  regard  to  the  general  principle,  a  divernty 
of  opinion,  he  nid,  exiaied  in  the  Committee  of 
Commerce  and  Maaufactores,  and  to  wait  until 
this  should  be  decided  might  involre  great  and 
injariouB  delay.  As  to  one  suggestion  of  the 
faooorable  Speaker,  it  would  be  easily  obTiated 
by  the  documenla  then  in  the  possession  of  ihfl 
House,  remaining  on  file,  which  would  oLbbiIt 
discriminate  this  case  from  all  others  whicn 
might  hereafter  cone  bef«e  tiiem. 

Mr.  J.  Clat  allowed  that  this  was  •  hard  eaac^ 
but  doublad  moclt  whether  it  was  aouod  policy  in 
the  OoeeroraeBt  to  reaogoiae  a  high  insurucC) 
wbioh  waa  demanded  in  this  inatanoe  on  the  ex- 
poruiion  of  the  brandies,  as  sufficient  groand  foi 
aUowing  ibem  to  be  landed,  id  cotUravention  oft 
princifde  of  the  rerenue  system.  He  remarked 
that  this  case  did  not  arise  from  any  fault  of  th* 
American  Government,  but  from  the  aggreseioaa 
committed  on  oar  rights  by  a  Qorerament  who 
raade  their  owu  interests  the  rule  of  their  con- 
dnct  towards  other  aations.  He  eoaelilded  by 
concurring  with  the  Speaker  in  the  eoniae  re- 
commended by  bim> 

Mr.  GBOWifiMBBiBLD  hoped  the  Committee 
would  not  rise.  The  prayer  of  the  petittoset  waa 
very  resuKKiable.  All  he  asked  was  to  land  his 
goods  on  paying  the  leval  duties  on  them.  He 
passed  over  the  ground  taken  by  Mr.  Newtum,  aod 
added  thai  if  the  owner  of  the  goods  were  driven, 
hv  a  denial  of  the  indulgence  be  a^ed,  to  export 
bis  goods,  they  might  be  seized  under  the  plun- 
dering order  of  His  Briiaonic  Mnjesty,  and  both 
goods  and  duties  be  lost. 

Mr.  C.  said  that  in  the  Committee  of  Com- 
aaerce  and  Manufacturea  be  had  been  in  favor  of 
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reporiiosa  bill  for  raakinf  a  gCDcnil  provUiOD; 
bui  that  hdviog  been  overruled  id  (his  point,  ibe 
mifiubers.of  ihc  commiliee  not  baring  made  up 
their  loinds  on  its  proprielir,  it  became  bis  dutf 
to  make  a  special  repurl,  in  which  he  heartily 
cocutred.  He  coulJ  not  conceive  why  the  entry 
of  brandy  and  aevera]  other  articUs  should  be  re- 
fused, unless  impurted  in  vessels  of  a  particular 
size,  while  other  ariiclfN  of  greater  value  in  pro- 
poniuD  to  iheii  bulk  were  admitted  without  le- 


O^  the  risine  of  the  committee  a  division  took 
place — yeas  &0,  nays  47. 

The  Cominiiiee  To*t.  reported  that  they  had 
made  progreas,  and  asked  leave  to  sit  again. 

Leave  being  denied,  no  the  motion  of  Mr.  J. 
CiMkT  the  Mil  was  recommitied  to  the  Commit- 
tee of  Commerce  avd  Manufactures. 

UoNDAT,  December  16. 

Two  other  (nembcrs,  to  wit;  from  South  Car- 
(djna,  O'Bbibn  Bmitb,  and  from  New  York. 
Oaoaai  Clinton,  junior,  appeared,  produced 
ibeireredentialsgWereqaalifiedaadtocA  their  scats 
in  ihe  H>ia»e. 

Orde/>erf,  That  the  act  panrd  by  the  Legida- 
W>«ef  the  Slate  nf  South  Carolina,  on  the  twenty- 
first  of  Deeember,  oae  thousand  eight  bandrvd 
and  four,  eniiiled  "An  act  M  autboriie  the  City 
Council  of  Charlesiao,  with  the  consent  of  Con- 
freM,  10  impnte  aad  levy  a  duty  on  (be  tonoagE 
of  ships  aiM  Veiisels,for  thepurpose  theieia  ipen- 
lioaed,"  preeeated  to  ibis  Houee  on  the  eighth  of 
February  last,  with  the  documents  accompanying 
the  same,  be  relerred  to  Mr.  Marior,  Mr.  TaacT. 
Mr.  Bmitb,  of  Virginia,  Mr.  Brook,  and  Mr. 
Cook  ;  to  examine  aad  report  thtir  opiaioo  tkeie- 
•poD  to  the  House. 
On  BMtion.  ii  was 

Sewtved,  That  a  oenaroittee  be  appointed  to 
inquire  into  the  expediency  of  so  Ar  amending 
tfaeaot,  eaiitled  ''An  act  to  pravidefor  mitinilnff 
or  remiitiog  the  fbrfeiture.1,  penalties,  and  ditabir 
iiies,  aecfued  in  eertaia  casea  ibevein  nen tinned," 
M  to  mtead  the  powers  veaeed  ia  the  District 
Judges  of  (be  United  States  to  the  Judge*  of  the 
Jndioial  Courts  of  the  aeveral  State*  j  aud  ttat 
Dm  Mid  GommittM  be  aathortxed  to  report  Ibere- 
on  by  bill,  or  etherwi>e. 

Ordeml,  That  Mr.  8*h.i.t,  Mr.  Pimn.  Mr. 
B*BD.  Mr.  Moaaow  of  Virginia,  and  Mr.  I'ow- 
LBR,  be  appointed  a  e«m«aittee  purauant  to'  tbe 
■aid  rasolmion. 

Mr.  Crowhiubhield,  from  (lie  CommitU*  of 
Cutamerce  and  Hanufamures,  id  wbom  wm  re- 
eomaiitied,  on  the  tbirteeath  insunt,  the  bill  for 
Ihe  relief  of  Theoditrick  Armisteod,  nade  a  re- 
port thereon:  Whereupon, 

Ordered,  Tnal  the  said  report,  tc^ber  with 
the  bill,  b«  committed  to  a  Commiitee  of  the 
Wheleto-morriiw. 


Oo  moiia 


SULB8  OP  THE  HOUSE. 


1  moiioD  of  Mr.  Visnuii,  the  House  went 
a  Commitiee  of  the  Wuole  oa  the  Staudiug 
Rules  uf  the  Huuae. 


.    Mr.  Al^toh  moved  to  lUike  out  (be  fJluwlg^ 
words  in  one  of  the  rules ; 

"  Itshsll  be  the  duty  of  tha  CpmBittae  of  AocMUrti 
to  audit  the  aeoooiita  of  (ha  aiaii^rs  br  thair  traaal 
to  and  frooi  the  aeat  of  GoieuuneDt,  and  their  attend' 
ance  in  the  Houso." 


Thi 


mdment   was   supixirted   by  Mac 
N  add  Disnoa.  under  toe  impression  thai 


uf  iieiillag  the  aecoonu  at  ikm 
metnben  would  be  exueniKlf  iDconvenieni,  if  not 
impracticable. 

It  was  opposed  by  Messrs.  J.  Clat,  Pindlrt, 
Vammuk,  EuKBa,  aad  Bidwbi.u  who  elated  that, 
under  the  former  practice  of  the  Huiise,  wtbiali 
devolved  the  duty  oo  the  Speaker  and  Sticgeant 
at- Arms,  errors  iiad  been  committed;  that  these 
would  ia  future  be  best  avoided  by  a  ataoAing 
contitiittee ;  that  (his  would  relieve  the  Speaker 
and  Ser^eant-ii-Arms  from  a  burden  at  the  cloet 
of  the  Mssion,  when  Other  pjieaiag  busineis  ne- 
cessarily engaK''d  (heir  attention, and  would  guard 
(he  reputations  bf  members  from  JoaiBuatioos  le 
iheir  discredii. 

Doriog  the  dincussioD,  the  SpUKta,  without 
eapresniiig  any  opinion  on  the  prospect  of  the 
anieodmeat,msdea  minute  siatemeat  uf  the  prac- 
tice which  had  bereiofore  prevailed  oo  this  poin^ 
in  which  be  observed  ibat  but  one  instance  with- 
in his  knowledge  had  occurred  since  he  bad  filled 
the  Chair,  of  a  member  who  had  received  I 
greater  coropensBtioa  for  bin  attendance  chajn  be 
was  eniiiled  to;  and  that  this  eireumsiaaee  must 
have  arisen  from  accideai.  as  it  involved  bis  re- 
ceiving pay  for  one  day  more  than  the  length  of 
the  aesMoo—an  error  whioh  was  immediaieLy 
after  the  borry  of  bUsineBS  detected.  He  further 
Slated,  that  with  respnct  to  the  mileage  accouut, 
that  waa  entirely  .made  out  in  conformky  Lo  the 
represeoiaiion  of  the  naetnbers. 

Mr.  ALBTOIt'a  ameodment  waa  disagreed  to— 
yeas  33. 

Mr.  J.  Clay  moTed  l«  rtrike  out  the  woed*  in 
iraftc  in  the  lolluwiag  rule ; 
Whan  a  question  w  aa' 


be  received,  onlasa  tor  11 


previons  question,  to  pott- 
•ne  it  to  a  day  oenaia,  to 
ilf'io  atuend  it,  or  to  ad- 

NicBOLBOM  supported  and  Mr.  VarihHi 
motioo,  wbidi  was  disagreed  t»— 
yean  44,  nays  61. 

Mr.  Skilic  moved  an  ametidmeot,  preaoribinf 
that  if  the  previous  queaiion  shall  be  decided  in 
the  negative,  "the  considentioti  of  the  main 
question  shall  not  be  resumed  during  (he  same 

Messrs.  Smilig,  FiiiDLeT,aod  J.  Clat.  spoke  ia 
favor  of,  and  Meisra.  Vabndm  aad  Q^incv  against, 
the  amendment,  WQich  was  disagreed  to — aye»Sl 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  Nicbolsoh,  the  follow- 
ing new  rule  was  adopicd — yens  32: 


Mr.  Shiub  rauved   to  strike  out  the  words  ia 
italic  ill  the  (pUowiog  rule :  ■'  Ou  a  pie  viuus  quae- 
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tion.  no  member  ifcaU  •paoA  more  ttum  ^mee  witK- 
ffut  leaw"  and  insert  in  lieu  Ibereof  "  tbere  aball 
"be  no  debaiv." 

Mews.  SniLiEHnd  Nicbou>oi«  advocated, and 
UessriL  BiDWELL,  Q.  W.  C*iu-ist.u,  and  Vab- 
jioji,  opposed  ittiii  mouoa,  wbLcb  vait  disagrMd 
to — yean  35. 

Ur.  FiNDUtr  BHg^eiled  ibe  fwopriety  of  ioatt- 
SQiMg  a  permaDeal  coin«itit«,  to  te  charged 
m i lb  wba lever  reiipeeu  ibe  laads  of  ibe  United 
-Siaieii,  and  moT^  a  rale  Ibr  tbe  appoiaiment  of 
a  BtBB  tBK  oorDiBiiiee  uf  terea  members,  to  be 
■lyled  "A  Commiiiee  mpectio^  the  Lands  of 
the  Uaked  Siaieii  f  wbien  moiioD  was  agreed 
to-jin.s'59,  nays  31. 

Tne  Committee  iben  rase,  and  asked  leave 
tU  again,  wbich  the  House  granted. 

Tdesdat,  December  17. 

Two  olhef  memliers,  to  wit:  from  Virgtaia, 
Hattbew  Clat.  and  from  Knatui'lty,  Mittbcw 
Walton,  appeared,  produced  ibeir  credentials,  and 
louk  ibeir  seats  in  the  Huttse. 

Mr.  Tennst  made  a  report  Id  the  nanne  of  ibe 
Commiiiec  of  Re*i«al  and  Uafiiiished  Businens, 

Mr.  Gkego  wiihilrew  a  motion,  made  by  faim 
a  frw  days  since,  relative  to  the  disposition  of 
public  lands  recently  acquired  from  ihe  Indians, 
untter  tbe  impression  thsi  the  subject  would  of 
course  so  10  tbe  sian  >iDg  land  comniiitee. 

Oo  the  niucioD  of  Mr.  ORsaa  a  ^tandiog  Gom- 
HUilfe  on  Public  Lands  were  appointed. 

Mr.  Stantok  movt^  the  lulljwing  reiiolutinn : 

BeMtlned,  That  tbe  CoiDimttee  of  Raviad  and  Uo- 
kiabed  BaaiaMs  be  instmeted  to  inquire  into  (ha  ei- 
pedianc;  of  sturpaadinf,  for  a  Umitad  time,  •■>  nnch  of 
ao  act  ivguUtinB  (braign  coins,  and  for  other  purpoM*, 
as  is  eoDiwned  in  the  second  section  therm^  wilk  au- 
Ibaii^  to  nfoM  Igr  bill  or  otharariM. 

Mr.  Al8ton  obserTtog  that  this  aulqret  aras 
Md«v  the  coaaidaratioa  of  the  Coamittoe  of  Re- 
aiaal  and  UirfiDiifted  Butdneta,  who  wouM  proba- 
bly noun  make  a  report  upon  it,  tbe  resolution  was 
ding  reed  to — yeas  29. 

Mr.  J.  CSwraHyfran)  tb*Oomnrittae  of  Claims, 
■ade  a  report  oo  ibe  BetMcaof  the  cnw  of  tbe 
hue  frig«e  Pbitarielplua,  mftttwableto  ibe  peii 
tinners,  whfeh  Was  refirrredloa  Committee  of  tbe 
W^(de  to-morrow. 

TBBODOUCK  AKUI8TEAIL 

Tbe  Huuae  reaolvrd  inetf  into  a  Committee  of 
tbe  Whole  an  the  bill  ftir  the  relief  of  Theodoriek 
Amtsteul;  on  which  a  debate  of  aboot  one  hour's 
duration  ensoed- 

Tbe  b  II  was  supported  by  Messrs.  Cbovkin- 
BHiBi.n,  SuiUE,  Newton,  Alston,  and  Mc- 
Crbbbt;  and  opposed  by  Messrs.  }.  C.  Sxitb 
■nd  Macon 

Tbe  opposition  was  sastained  on  lb*  alkged 
invariable  piaciice of  the  House,  to  eaiablisb  gene- 
nl  principles,  inslrad  of  providing  for  special 
ca'es.  Ah  a  itenersl  principle,  which  would  em- 
Uaoe  (hi*  case,  was  pending  before  the  Cuniniil- 
lee  of  Commerae  Bad  Maauheturea.  ii  was  con- 
landed  to  be  tbfl  most  proper  lo  wwi  uuil  •  d«- 1 


ciston  should  be  made  on  tbia  princi|ile.  by  whieb 
provision  wouhl  M  opened  for  all  similar  eases, 
by  uking  ufftbe  rxi-tiog  resiriciitm  on  tbe  im- 
portation of  spirits  which  precluded  their  sdmis- 
siun  in  smaller  vessels  than  of  ninety  gallons. 

The  friends  of  (be  bill  declared  the  case  (o  be 
an  extremely  hard  one,  and  explained  tbe  peculiar 
c  ire  urns  tan  ceil  nttending  it  as  we  bave  already 
stated  them  on  a  former  day.  Tbey  repre^e^le• 
that  delay  in  this  case  would  be  equal  to  a  denial 
of  justice,  and  would,  by  the  accruing  ezpen>«s 
of  demurrage,  which  fell  on  the  petitioner,  CBt  up 
the  value  of  his  Ivandies;  that  the  general  pco- 
vision  alluded  to  would  probably  excite  miaob 
divenityof  seBtiiiieBt.Bnd  mtgbt,  BAareaBsideta- 
ble  delay,  be  rejected. 

intbeoouraeof  the  debate  Mr.  CBOWNrHBBfiLD, 
aUnding  to  tbe  receot  British  orders,  spoke  of 
(hem  ''as  novel  and  strange  priociples  acted  on 
by  Ibeir  courts;"  and  Mr.  Nbwtoh  represented 
them  as  "niralicat  orders  issued  by  the  King  and 
Council  of  Qreat  Britain;"  remarklog  that  hs 
could  call  them  by  no  other  name. 

A^er  adupcing  an  amendment  for  securjog  tbe 
payment  of  the  duties,  offered  by  Mr.  J.  Clay, 
the  Committee  agreed  to  the  bill — nays  27j  run 
and  reported  it  ^o  the  House,  who  orderad  it  to  ba 
engrossed  for  a  third  reading  lo-morruw. 

RULES  OP  TBE  BOUSE. 

The  House  again  went  ibio  OaamiKee  of  tbe 
Whole  on  the  standing  rolea  of  the  HoMe. 

After  mabng  a  sligbt  amendment  in  one  of  the 
rnleii,  the  Csmnitiee  rose  nod  reported  tbeiragtefr 
mcht  10  the  rules,  with  certain  umendmenta. 

The  House  immediately  look  up  tbe  report. 
'  On  the  ainendoleni  offered  by  Mr.  FiNdley, 
relative  to  the  appointment  of  a  stand iog^ com- 
mittee respt'c ting  tbe  lands  of  tbe 'United  Stales, 
a  debate  of  some  length  anstied,  in  which  the 
amendment  was  supported  by  Messrs.  Orboo, 
Nicbolbon,  and  Shiliei  and  opposed  by  Mr. 
Bedihoeb. 

Mr.  Bed  IN  QEH.  suggested  his  fears,  last  a  aladd- 
ing  cominiLtee,  vested  with  tbe  entire  bwiBBM 
connected  with  tbe  public  lands,  ibould  gaio«aah 
an  weendeocy  over  the  eentimants  and  deeiaieAa 
of  tbe  House,  by  the  cealideoce  reposed  in  then, 
as  ID  impair  tbe  salaury  vigilanee^th  which  it 
became  every  m*mber  lo  aitaadto  so  intemting 
a  sab(eet. 

On  tbe  otber  baBd  it  was  contended  that  the 
business  of  tbe  House  would,  on  ibis  point,  be 
grea'ly  faeiliiaied  by  tbe  ioatittition  of  a  sianiling 
committee,  whose  decisions  would  be  uniform, 
who  would  from  a  long  experience  become  more 
enlightened  than  a  s^eot  committee,  and  who 
would  be  enabled  to  despatch  ibe  business  conGded 

them  with  greater  celerity. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to — yeas  67. 

Tbe  remaining  nmenilments  proposed  by  tbe 
Committee  <>f  ibe  Whole  were  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Early  renewed  the  ameodmi'Olf  offered 
yesterday  riy  Mr.  Shilie,  lu  preflude  all  debate  on 
the  prrvious  qumtios ;  trbic<i,  after  a  few  rvnarka 
from  Mmjis.  Eabli,  Sjuub,  and  Vabmvm,  waa 
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agreed  lo— jreas  69;  when  ihe  House  coocDrred 

jD  ihewbole  report  as  araeoded.   It 
KnlM  Blid  Ordera  for  conducting  buainew  in  the  Hooie 
or  RaprMentativea  of  the  United  States. 
Firtt^Touching  Ihe  duly  of  the  Speaker. 

He  Aall  take  the  chair,  eveiy  day,  preeiaelj  at  the 
bmr  to  nrhicb  the  Hotue  ihatl  have  adjoarned  on  the 
preceding  day;  ihall  immediatel;  caU  the  memben  la 
order,  and,  on  the  sppearanco  of  a  quorum,  shall  caaae 
the  Journal  of  the  preceding  day  to  be  read. 

He  ahall  prenrre  decorum  and  order,  in  prefeieQce 
to  other  memben,  riling  from  hts  eeat  (ai  that  purpose, 
and  shall  decide  queations  of  ^rder,  aubject'lo  an  ap- 
peal to  the  Bouee  by  any  two  tnuubcTa. 

Hamuli  liM  to  pal  a  qDestion,  but  may  atata  il 

QntMiMW  ahall  ta  diatinclly  put  in  thia  form,  to  wit 
"Aa  many  »•  an  of  opinion  that  (aa  the  queaUon  may 
be}  aay  Aye,"  and,  atler  the  affirmative  voice  is  ei- 
prsaaed,  "aa  many  aa  ate  of  a  contrary  opinion,  Bay  Mo," 
If  the  Speaker  doubU,  or  a  division  be  called  for,  the 
Houae  shall  divide;  Iboae  in  tbe  affirmative  of  the  qaea- 
tioD  ahall  first  riee  &am  their  seats,  and  alUmsrds 
those  in  the  negative.  If  the  Speaker  atill  doabta,  or  a 
count  be  required,  the  Speaker  shall  name  ttvo  mem- 
bers, one  ftom  each  side,  to  MU  the  members  in  the  af- 
£nnaHve,  which  being  reported,  he  shall  then  name 
two  others,  one  ftom  each  side,  to  tell  those  in  the 
negative ;  which  being  also  reported,  he  ahall  nan,  and 
Male  tbe  decision  to  the  Uc«]se. 

All  commiltoes  shall  be  appomled  by  tbe  Speaker, 
tmteaa  otherwise  apedaliy  directed  by  the  House,  in 
which  caas  they  ahall  be  appointed  by  ballot;  and  if, 
npon  such  ballot,  the  number  required  ahall  not  be 
elected  by  a  nuyority  of  tbe  votes  given,  the  Uotiae 
shall  proceed  to  a  second  ballot,  in  which  a  pluralilT  of 
Totes  shall  prevail;  and,  in  case  a  greatoi  number  than'' 
u  required  to  compose  or  complete  the  committee  ahall 
have  an  equal  number  of  volea,  the  House  shall  pro- 
ceed to  a  further  ballot  or  ballots. 

In  all  other  cases  of  baUot,  than  for 
majority  of  the  voles  given  ahall  be 
election;  and  when  there  ahaU  not  be  such  majority 
6m  firat  ballot,  the  ballot  ahall  be  repeated  until  a  ma- 
jority be  obtained. 

tn  all  cases  of  ballot  br  the  Houae,  the  Speaker  riiall 
vote;  in  other  eaaea  he  ahall  not  vole,  unless  Ihe  House 
b«  eqaaDy  divided,  at  unless  his  tote,  if  given  to  the 
ainority,  will  make  tbe  division  equal,  and  in  case  of 
such  equal  division,  the  question  ahall  be  lost. 

In  all  cases  where  other  than  members  of  the  House 
may  he  eligiUe  to  any  office,  by  the  election  of  the 
House,  thera  shall  be  a  previous  Domination. 

All  acU,  addressea,  and  joint  resolutions,  ahall  be 
signed  by  the  Speaker;  and  all  writs,  warrants,  or  sub- 

Knas,  issued  by  order  of  tbe  Houae,  shall  be  under 
band  and  seal,  attested  by  the  Clerk. 

In  case  of  any  disturbance  or  disorderly  conduct  in 
the  galleries  or  lobliy,  tbe  Speaker  <or  Chairman  of  the 
Committee  of  the  whole  Houae)  shall  have  power  to 
order  the  same  to  be  cleared. 

No  peraoQ  shall  be  sdmitted  within  the  lobby  or 
lower  gallery  but  members  of  the  Senate,  officers  of  tbe 
General  Government,  foreign  ministers,  and  aucb  as 
are  introduced  by  the  Speaker,  or  some  other  member 
*f  the  House. 

8uaographera  shall  be  admitted,  and  the  Speaker 
shall  assign  such  placei  to  them  on  the  Qoor  aa  shall 
not  inlerfen  with  tha  UBvenienM  of  Itw  Houm. 


Stetnih/.—Of  Deantm  and  DAatt. 

When  any  member  is  about  to  apeak  in  debate,  or 
deliver  any  matter  to  the  House,  ha  shall  rise  Irom  hia 
•eat,  and  respectfully  address  himaelf  to  Mr.  Speaker. 

If  any  member,  in  speaking  or  otherwise,  transgress 
the  rale*  of  the  Houae,  Ihe  Speaker  slull,  or  any  m«n- 
ber  may,  call  to  order ;  in  which  case,  the  member  so 
called  to  order  sfaaU  inunediattiy  sit  down,  unless  per- 
mitted to  explain,  and  the  House  ^aH,  if  appealed  to, 
decide  on  the  ease,  but  without  debate.  Iftbere  be  bo 
appeal,  tbe  dedmon  of  the  Chair,  ahall  be  submiUed  to. 
If  the  decision  be  in  bvor  of  Ihe  member  called  to  order, 
he  ahall  be  at  liberty  to  proceed ;  if  otherwiae,  and  Iba 
case  require  it,  he  shall  be  liable  to  the  conauKOf  liw 
House. 

When  two  or  moic  membeni  happen  to  rise  at  onea, 
the  Speaker  shall  name  the  member  who  is  Ont  to 

No  member  shall  speak  more  than  twice  on  the  —nui 
question,  without  leave  of  tbe  House,  nor  more  thsn 
once,  until  every  member  cbooaing  to  apeak  ahall  have 

Whilst  the  Speaker  is  putting  any  qnestion,  or  ul- 
dressing  the  House,  none  shall  walkoulof^or  acrosathe 
Houae;  nor,in such  case, or  when  a  member  ia  speaking, 
ahall  entertain  private  discourae  ;  nor,  whilata  member 
is  epeaking,  shall  pass  between  him  and  the  Chair. 

No  member  ahall  vote  on  any  question,  in  the  event 
of  which  he  is  immediately  and  particularly  interested; 
or,  in  any  case,  where  he  was  not  present  when  the 
question  was  put. 

Upon  a  diviaion  and  count  of  the  House  on  any  ques- 
tion, no  member  without  the  bar  ahall  be  counted. 

Every  member  who  shall  be  in  Ae  Houae  when  a 
queatiiHi  ia  put,  ahall  give  hia  vote,  unless  the  House, 
for  special  reasona,  ahall  eicuae  him. 

When  a  motion  ia  made  and  seconded,  it  diall  be 
stated  by  Ihe  Speaker,  or,  being  in  writing,  it  diall  b« 
banded  to  the  Chair,  and  read  aloud  by  die  Clerk  be- 
fore del»tod. 

Every  motion  shall  be  reduced  to  writing,  if  lh« 
Speaker  or  any  member  desire  iL 

After  a  motion  ia  staled  W  the  Speaker,  at  read  If 
the  Clerk,  it  shall  ba  deemed  to  be  in  the  posaeadop  U 
the  HoosB,  bni  may  be  withdrawn  at  any  time  beibiea 
decision  or  amendment 

When  aquaatioD  ia  undar  debate,  no  motiou  abaU  be 
received,  unless  for  the  previous  quMtion,  to  postpOM 
it  indefiaitely,  to  postpone  it  to  a  day  certain,  to  IJo  on 
Ihe  table,  to  commit  it,  to  amend  it,  oi  to  adjourn, 

A  motion  to  adjonm  ahall  be  always  in  order,  aad 
ahall  be  decided  without  debate. 

The  previoni  question  shall  be  in  this  form :  "  ShaB 
the  main  question  be  now  put  V  It  shall  only  he  ad- 
mitted when  demanded  by  five  members;  and,  until  il 
ia  decided,  shall  predude  all  amendment  and  furthai 
debate  of  the  mala  question. 

On  a  previous  question  there  shall  be  no  debate. 

When  a  question  ia  postponed  indefinitely,  the  saoM 
shall  not  be  acted  upon  again  during  tbe  acsaion. 

Any  member  may  call  for  the  division  of  a  queation, 
where  the  sense  will  admit  of  it 

A  motion  for  commitment,  until  it  is  decided,  abeJI 
preclude  all  amoDdment  of  the  main  question. 

Motions  and  reports  may  be  committed  at  the  pleasure 
of  the  House. 

pn^tositioDshdbe  admitted  tmdar 
•ubstitttia  for  ths  motioo  or 
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WbsB  >  motioa  baa  bean  OQoe  nad*  tnd  carried  in 
the  affiimMive  cff  negative,  it  ^all  be  in  order  far  auy 
member  af  the  majoii^  to  move  for  the  leconaiJeralioD 
lberea£ 

When  the  raailiiig  of*  paper  ia  called  far,  and  the 
aame  u  objected  to  by  anjr  member,  it  ahall  be  deter- 
mjn«d  by  a  Tnte  of  the  Houie. 

The  DnRmehed  businesa  id  which  the  Houee  was  en- 
gaged at  the  last  preceding  adjournment,  ahali  have 
tka  prelemKB  in  tiw  orders  of  tbe  day ;  and  do  motion 
on  any  other  bliaincB  shiill  be  received,  withoat  apecial 
teava  of  the  Houae,  ontil  the  fonnei  ia  diapoaed  of. 

If  a  qoeatioD  depending  be  lint  by  adjourDment  of 
Iha  HouB«,  and  revifsd  on  the  aucceeding  day,  oa  mea- 
bc(,who  ahall  have  ipokan  twice  on  the  preeaditig  day, 
■halt  be  permitted  again  to  apeak  without  leave. 

Every  order,  resolution,  or  vole, to  whicb  the  concur- 
aeaee  of  the  Seoale  ahall  be  neeeaaaiy,  ahall  be  read 
lo  the  Houae,  and  laid  on  the  table,  on  a  day  preceding 
Aatin  which  the  aameaball  be  moved,  unlees  theHooa^ 
■hall  olborwiae  eiprragly  allow. 

Petitiena,  memorials,  and  other  Mpera,  addreeaed  le 
the  Houae,  ahal]  be  presented  by  uc  Speaker,  or  by  a 
meufacT  in  hia  glace ;  a  brief  itatemeDl  of  tbe  contents 
thereof  ahall  verbally  be  made  by  the  introducer,  and 
ahall  not  be  debated  or  decided  on  the  day  of  tbeir  belDg 
tat  read,  unless  where  tbe  Uouaeriiall  direct  oltaer- 
wiae  :  but  shall  lie  on  the  table,  to  be  taken  up  in  the 
order  they  were  read. 

Any  fifteen  members  (including  the  Speaker,  if  there 
be  one.)  ahall  be  aulhoroed  to  sompel  the  attendance 
of  abaent  members. 

UpoQ  ealle  of  the  Hooae,  or  in  taking  the  yeaa  and 
naya'on  any  q^Motioii,  tbe  namea  of  the  membera  shall 
be  called  alphalietically. 

Any  membermay  excuse  himaelf  from  aerring  on  any 
oommilteo  at  the  time  of  hia  appointment,  if  be  ia  then 
a  member  of  two  other  comnittees. 

No  member  ahall  abaent  htmaelf  from  the  aervice  of 
Ae  Houae,  onleea  he  have  leave,  or  be  skk  and  nnable 
to  attend. 

Upon  a  call  of  the  Ronse,  the  names  of  the  membera 
Aalf  be  called  over  by  the  Clerk,  and  the  absenteee 
noted;  afler  wlifch  the  names  oF  tbe  absentees  shall 
again  be  eallejl  over,  the  dotin  ahall  then  be  shut,  and 
Oiaae  fin-whooi  no  eicuae,  or  inanfficient  eieuaea  are 
made,  may,  by  order  of  the  Houae,  betaken  into  ca>- 
lody  as  they  appear,  or  maty  be  sent  for  and  l^en  into 
custody,  wberever  to  be  fbimd,  by  special  meenngen, 
to  be  appointed  fbr  that  purpoae. 

Wben  a  member  ahall  be  diaeharged  from  cnatody. 
and  admitted  lo  his  seat,  the  Houae  ahall  determine 
whether  Boefa  discharge  abalt  be  with,or  without  paying 
feea;  and,  in  hks  manner,  whether  a  delioqueni  mem- 
bsr,  taken  into  custody  by  aapecial  meaaengeT,ahall,oT 
shidl  not,  be  hable  to  delVay  the  eipenaea  of  such  special 

A  6ergeant-at-AmiB  ahall  be  tppointed  to  hdd  his 
ofltee  during  the  pleasure  of  the  Houae,  whose  duty  it 
shaD  be  to  attend  the  Honae  during  ita  sitting;  to  er- 
ecols  the  commands  of  the  House,  from  time  to  time  ■, 
together  with  allanch  process  isaued  by  au Aartty  Ifapre- 
of;  as  ahall  be  directed  to  him  by  the  Speaker. 

The  feci  of  the  Sergeant-at-Arms  shall  be,  fcr  every 
arreet,  the  sam  of  two  dollars  ;  for  each  day's  coslody 
mhI  releaBMnent,  one  doBar ;  and  for  travelling  eipenaes 
of  himselC;  or  a  special  measenger,  going  and  returning, 
ase  lentt  of  a  dollar  per  mile. 

Seren  atending  eonnaitteea  shall  be  appointed  at  the 
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.  A  Oomminea  of  Elections,  a  Committee  of  Claims, 
a  Committee  of  Commerce  and  Manufactures,  a  Com- 
mittee of  Waysand  Means,  a  Cammillee  on  the  Public 
Lands — to  consist  of  seven  members  each. 

A  Committee  of  ReiieaJ  and  DnEniahed  BuBiness,and 
a  Committee  of  Acfouata. — to  consist  of  three  mem- 
It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Committee  of  Elections  ta 
examine  and  repon  upon'  the  certifieatea  of  election,  or 
other  ocedentiala,  of  the  members  returned  to  serve  in 
this  House,  and  lo  take  into  their  consideratbn  all  aud^ 
pelitiona,  and  other  mallaia  (oudung  elections  and  re- 
turns, as  ^all,  or  may  be,  preeenled,  or  come  in  qne» 
tiob,  and  be  referred  to  them  by  the  Houae. 

It  ahall  be  the  duty  of  (ha  a^  CoBunittBB  of  ClaiiM 
lo  take  mto  conaideration  all  auch  petilioae  and  matleia 
or  things  toacbing  daiua  and  demanda  on  (he  United 
S(atea,  as  ahall  be  preaentad,  or  ahall  or  may  e<Mna  iq 
question,  and  be.reGBrred  to  tbens  by  (he  Houae,  ajid  tv 
repoit  their  opinion  thereupon,  together  with  such  pro- 
positions tor  relief  thareilt,  as  to  them  shall  s»irm  eX' 
pedient. 

It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  said  Committee  of  Com- 
merce and  Manofactures  to  take  into  consideration  all 
Buch  petitions  and  matters  or  things  touching  the  com- 
merce and  manufactures  of  the  United  Sutes,  as  ahall 
be  presented,  or  shall  or  may  come  in  qneation,  and  bs 
referred  lo  them  by  the  House,  and  lo  report,  from  time 
to  time,  their  opinion  thereon. 

It  shall  be  the  duty  ef  the  said  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Meana  to  take  in(o  consideration  aU'  auch  reports  of 
the  Treasury  Department,  and  all  such  propoaitions  rel- 
ative to  the  revenue,  as  may  bereferred  to  tbem  by  the 
House  ;  to  inquire  into  the  state  of  the  public  debt;  of 
tbe  revenue  and  of  (he  eipenditures ;  and  to  report, 
fiom  time  to  tune,  their  opinion  tiiereoD;  to  examine 
into  the  state  of  the  several  public  departmenta,  and  par- 
ticularly into  the  tawa  making  appropriationa  of  moneys 
and  to  report  whether  the  moneya  have  been  disburaad 
conformably  with  such  law  ;  and  also  to  report,  frou) 
time  to  time,  auch  provisiona  and  arrangements  as  may 
be  necesaary  to  add  to  the  economy  otthe  department^ 
and  tbe  acoonntability  ofUieir  officers. 

It  shall  be  the  duly  of  the  said  Commitlee  on  tha 
Public  Lands  (o  take  into  conaideration  all  anch  peti- 
liona,  and  maltera  or  (hinga,  respecting  tbe  lands  of  thf 
United  Stataa,  aaaball  be  presented,  or  shall  or  may  com* 
in  qaeation,  and  be  referred  to  them  by  tbe  Houae  ^  and 
t«  report  Ibeir  opinion  tberenpoit,  briber  wilb  auch 
propoailionsfbr  relief  thateio,aa  to  tham  ahall  seem  ex- 
pedient. 

It  shall  be  Iba  dnly  of  the  said  Oonmittee  et  Revi- 
aal  and  Unfiniabed  Buainaaa  lo  examine  and  repoit 
what  tawa  have  expired,  or  are  near  expiring,  and  re- 
quire lo  be  revived,  or  further  continued ;  alao,  to  ex- 
amine and  report,  from  the  Journal  of  (be  laat  aesaion, 
alt  such  maltera  as  were  then  depending  and  undeter- 

It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  said  Committee  of  Ao. 
counts  (o  superintend  and  control  the  expenditure  of 
the  contingent  fund  of  the  Houae  of  Repreacntativea, 
and  to  audit  and  settle  all  accounts  which  may  be 
charged  thereon;  and,  also,  to  audit  tbe  acronnis  of 
the  members  for  their  travel  to  and  from  the  seat  of 
Oovernment.  and  their  attendance  in  the  House. 

Nn  committee  ahall  sit  during  the  sitting  of  tbe 
House,  without  apedal  leave. 

Tbe  Clerk  of  tho  Houae  shall  take  an  oath  for  the 
tme  and  bithfol  discharge  of  the  dntiea  of  hia  office  te 
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die  beat  of  hit  knowledge  and  sbjlitiei,  and  iliiU  be 

dMmed  10  continuB  in  office  until  mother  be  ■□pointed. 

It  ihell  be  the  dotj  of  the  Clerk  of  the  Hoiue,  at 
the  end  of  each  eeeeion,  lo  eend  n  printed  copy  «f  the 
Jonrnala  thereof  to  the  EiecutEve,  and  to  each  branch 
of  the  Legiifature  of  eyerj  Stale. 

WheneTBT  confidential  cam  muni  cationi  are  reeeiyed 
from  the  Preeident  of  the  United  Slate*,  the  Houae 
■hall  be  cleared  of  ill  peruina.  eicepl  the  mBmben  and 
file  Clerk,  and  bo  continue  during  the  reading  ef'each 
cominuDieationi,  and  (nnleea  olberwiae  directed  b;  the 
Home)  during  all  debates  and  proceeding!  lo  be  had 
(herMin.  And  when  the  Bpe^er,  or  any  other  mem- 
ber, ahall  infbrm  the  House  that  h*  has  rommuBica- 
Umm  ta  make,  lAif  h  he  oenceiTea  onght  to  be  kept 
■Mrat,tbe  Honae  ■hall,  in  like  manner,  be  deared  till 
tin  comnonioation  b*  tnade ;  the  Hoaae  iriiall  then  d«- 
UnnilM  whether  the  malt^r  commanicateil  requira 
Menej  or  not,  and  take  order  accordingly. 

All  QueMtone  relating  to  the  priority  of  bniinaai  to 
Iw  MtBd  Ml,  ih)JI  ba  dw:ided  without  debate. 
ThtrtOy—Of  Bill: 

Every  bill  shall  be  introduced  by  motion  tat  leave,  or 
l)y  an  order  of  the  Houae,  on  the  report  of  a  commit- 
teei  and,  in  either  case,  a  committee  to  prepare  the 
tame  ahdl  be  appointed.  In  cases  of  a  general  na' 
one  day's  notice,  at  least,  ihall  be  given  of  the  motion 
to  bring  in  a  bill ;  and  every  such  motion  may  be  com- 
mitted. 

Bvery  bill  ahall  receive  three  several  readings  in  the 
House  previone  lo  its  passage ;  and  all  bills  shall  be 
deapalched  in  order  as  tbey  were  introduced,  unless 
where  the  House  ihaJI  direct  otherwise;  but  no  bill 
riiall  be  twice  resd  on  the  same  day,  withoDt  special 
Older  of  the  House. 

The  first  reading  of  a  bill  shall  be  for  information, 
and,  if  opposition  be  made  to  it,  (he  queation  sball  be, 
"Shall  this  bill  be  rejecteill"  If  no  opposition  be  made, 
or  if  the  question  to  reject  be  negatived,  the  bill  ^all 
go  to  its  secon~d  reading  without  a  question. 

Upon  the  second  reading  of  a  bill,  the  Speaker  shall 
Itate  il  as  ready  for  commitment  or  engroaament ;  and 
if  committed,  then  a  question  shall  be,  whether  to  a 
Mdect  or  standing  committee,  or  to  a  Committee  of  the 
'frhole  House;  if  to  a  Commiltee  of  the  whole  House, 
Oie  House  shall  determine  on  what  day.  But,  if  the 
Itfll  be  onlered  to  bo  engrossed,  the  Honse  shall  ap- 
p^nt  the  day  when  It  shall  be  read  the  third  time. 

After  commitment  and  report  thereof  to  ttie  House, 
or  at  aoy  time  before  its  passage,  a  bill  tnay  be  reoom- 
iiiitt«d. 

All  bills  ondered  to  be  engtoned  shall  be  eteetited 
in  a  fair  round  hand. 

When  a  bin  shall  pass,  it  shall  be  certlted  by  the 

Glerk,  noting  the  day  «rits  paasaga  at  the  foot  OereoC 

Fourthly— Of  Commitleu  <tf  the  Wu^  Hautt. 

It  shall  be  a  standing  order  of  the  day,  througlioat 
ths  session,  for  the  House  U>  resolve  itself  into  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  nbole  House  on  the  state  of  the  Union. 

In  forming  a  Committee  of  the  whole  House,  the 
Speaker  shall  leave  bis  chair,  and  a  chairman,  (o  pro- 
aide  in  committee,  shall  be  appointed  by  the  Speaker. 

Upon  bills  cominittsd  to  a  Committee  of  the  whole 
Boose,  the  bill  sball  be  first  read  throughout  by^e 
Glerk,  and  then  again  read  and  debated  by  ctaoses, 
leaving  the  preamble  to  be  last  considered  j  the  body 
of  the  bill  shall  not  be  defaced  or  interlined  ;  but  all 
•maodmaBts,  noting  the  page  and  lias,  aluU  be  dolj 


eoterad  by  tba  Clerk  on  a  separate  paper,  aa  the  Hme 
shall  be  agreed  to  by  the  eommitlee,  and  ao  reported  to 
the  House.  After  report,  the  bill  shall  again  be  sub. 
ject  to  be  debated,  and  amended  by  clauses,  before  a 
question  to  engroas  It  be  taken. 

Afl  amendments  made  to  a  report,  oommitted  to  a 
Committee  of  (he  whole  House,  shall  be  noted  and  te* 
ported  as  in  the  ease  of  bills. 

AlIqnestiopsiWhetherineomniitteBOTin  the  Hoom, 
shall  be  piupounded  in  the  order  in  whidi  they  iren 
moved ;  eioept  that,  In  Hfling  np  blanks,  the  h)f«t 
sum,  and  longest  lime,  shall  be  first  puL 

No  motion  or  proposition  for  a  tax,  oroharrs  upon 
the  people,  shall  be  diacnssed  the  da;  on  which  it  is 
made  or  ofiered,  and  every  such  pnpoaition  shall  i» 
ceive  ita  SrK  diacnsaion  in  a  Committee  of  tha  wboU 

Ko  sum,  or  quantum  -irf  tax,  or  4vty,  voted  by  a 
Committee  of  the  whide  House,  shall  be  ineraaaad  ia 
the  House,  niltil  Ihe  (notion  or  proposition  for  sndi  in- 
crease shall  be  first  discussed  and  voted  in  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  whole  House ;  and  so  ill  rsspeet  lothe  thne 
of  its  continnanoe. 

AU  proceedings,  tondiing  appropriations  of  menm, 
shall  be  first  diBcuased  in  a  Committee  of  the  wbole 

The  rales  of  proceeding  in  the  House  shall  be  ok 
served  in  a  Uommillee  of  the  whole  House,  eo  'for  a* 
they  may  be  applicable,  except  the  rule  limiting  the 
times  of  speaking ;  but  no  member  shall  speak  twice 
to  any  question  until  ev«ry  mamher,  cbeosing  to  speak, 
sball  have  apoken. 

No  standing  rule  or  order  t€  (h«  Home,  shall  be  rs- 
scinded  without  one  day's  noliGa  beliir  given  of  Iba 
motioD  therefor. 

Joint  Rule*  and  Order*  of  tkt  two  Houtet. 

In  every  csae  of  an  amendment  of  a  bill  agreed  to  in 
one  House,  and  diiaenled  lo  in  the  other,  if  either 
House  shall  request  a  conbrancs  end  appuiat  ■  com- 
mittee for  thai  purpose,  and  the  other  House  ahall  also 
appoint  a  oommittse  lo  eonbr,  such  eomiBitteM  shall, 
at  a  convenient  hour,  to  be  agreed  on  by  their  diair- 
.main,  meet  b  the  ConferMoce  ehambei,  and  Bl«ta  to 
each  other,  verbally  or  in  writing,  as  either  shall  choosy 
the  reasons  of  theu  respective  Honaea  for  and  agawit 
the  amendment,  and  confer  froaly  thereon. 

When  a  message  ahall  be  sent  Irom  the  Senate  to 
ttie  House  of  Rapraaantativaa,  it  ahall  ba  annouuead 
at  the  door  of  the  Houae  by  the  Doorkeeper,  and  idiall 
be  n^clAilly  oommnnicated  to  the  Cbaii  bj  the  pel^ 
sdn  by  whom  it  may  be  ssat. 

The  same  ceremony  sh^  ba  observed  whea  a  mea- 
■age  shall  be  aant  from  die  Houaa  of  Reprasentativw 
to  the  Seiuta. 

Messages  shall  be  sent  by  sock  parsons  aa  aaenseof 
propriety  in  each  House  may  determine  to  be  proper. 

While  bills  are  oo  theif  paasaga  between  the  two 
Houses,  they  shall  be  on  paper,  and  under  ihe  aiga*- 
tute  ef  the  Secretary  or  CleA  of  each  House,  reapsrt- 

After  a  bill  shall  have  passed  both  Honaae,  it  shall 
be  duly  enrolled  on  par^imeat  by  the  CWk  of  the 
House  of  Representatives,  or  the  Secretary  of  the  Sen- 
ale,  as  the  bill  may  have  originated  la  the  one  »r  the 
other  House,  before  it  sball  be  preaaoted  lo  the  Pnai- 
dent  of  the  United  States. 

When  bills  are  enrolied,  they  shall  be  exaniiMd  hj 
a  joint  oommiUae  ef  oi      '  ■      ~       - 

fiom  Ihe  UoiM*  of  R 
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•bnding  comiirittM  for  that  pnTpne,  who  AtB  eara- 
lilll;  compare  th«  eDndment  with  die  engroiMd  bilb, 
•1  puMd  in  tbe  Ivia  House*,  and  coTrecting  *nf  ecron 
th«t  owy  b«  discoTered  in  the  eanitled  bill*,  make  their 
Teport  lorthwiLb  to  the  lespective  Hoiuei. 

Aftti  eiamlnation  and  report,  each  bill  aball  be 
ngned  in  the  raBpective  Houiee,  fint  b;  the  Speaker  of 
the  HoQW  at  Representalivcs,  tlten  b;  tbe  President  o^ 
the  Senate. 

After  a  bill  shall  haTe  been  tbas  signed  in  each 
House,  it  Aall  be  preaenCed  bj  the  raid  committee  to 
Ihe  President  of  the  Umted  Stales  for  bis  approbation, 
it  being  first  endorsed  on  the  back  of  tbe  roll,  certify- 
iag  in  which  House  the  sane  originated ;  whicb  en- 
-dtmement  shall  be  signed  hj  the  Heaetarj  or  Clerk  (as 
the  ease  may  be)  of  the  House  in  which  the  same  did 
originate,  and  shall  be  snlsred  on  the  Joomal  of  each 
Hoa>e,  The  said  camnntt«e  shsU  report  the  day  of 
presentation  to  the  President,  which  time  shall  also  be 
tmro&i\]j  entered  on  the  JouidsJ  qfeach  House, 
.  AU  orden,  resolutions,  snd  votes,  which  are  to  be 
presenleJ  lo  the  President  of  the  United  States  ibr  bis 
■ppmbalion,  shsil  also,  In  the  same  mRnner,  be  [^eii- 
oiuly  enrolled,  eiamined,  and  signed,  and  shsIl  be  prs- 
Mnted  in  the  same  mannei  and  b;  the  same  committee 
u  pronded  in  case  of  bills. 

When  the  Senate  and  Hoose  of  ReprewntaiiTes 
ihsll  judge  it  proper  to  make  a  joint  address  to  the  Prek- 
ident,  it  shall  be  presented  to  him  in  his  audience  eham- 
bvr  bj  tbe  President  of  tbe  Senate,  in  the  presence  of 
the  Speaker  and  both  Houses. 

Wednebdjlt,  December  18. 

An  engrossed  bill  for  the  relief  of  Theodoriob 
AnDUtend  was  read  ike  third  time,  and  pasted. 

MrFiNDLBr,  from  tbe  Committee  of  Elections, 
to  whom  was  referred,  on  the  DiQtb  InsiaDt,  ibe 
yciitioB  of  Thomas  Spalding,  of  ihe  Stale  of 
Qeorgia,  compla.iiiing' 01  an  aodue  election  and 
ninrn  of  Cowks  Mead,  ooe  of  tbe  members  re- 
Inrocd  to  serve  in  this  Hoose  for  the  said  State 
•f  Oeorgix,  made  a  report  tbtreupon  ;  which  was 
xami,  aad  ordered  to  be  eommiiied  to  a  Cotnntil* 
tee  of  the  whole  House  on  Meoday  nezL 
On  motion,  it  was 

Ordered,  That  tberepottofaselectcommittee, 
made  the  17ih  of  Febraary.  ISM,  on  a  letter  of 
William  H.  Harrisoti.  Presiaentof  a  Conreniion 
keld  at  Viacennes,  in  the  Indiana  Territory,  de- 
ekrine.ihe  coDieotaf  the  people  of  the  said  Ter- 
ritory to  a  tnspeiwion  of  tbe  sixth  article  of  com- 
pact between  the  United  States  and  the  said 
people;  abo,  on  a  meoiorial  and  petition  of  the 
ufaablianti  of  the  said  Territory ;  be  referred  to 
Ur.  Oahnett.  Mr.  Morrow  of  Ohio,  Mr.  Pabsb, 
Mr.  Hamilton,  Mr.  Smith  of  South  Carolina, 
Mr.  Wju-tok,  and  Mr.  Van  Corti^ndt. 

A  petition  of  the  Leijislaiive  Council  and  Hoase 
of  RepreseatativeB  df  tbe  Indiana  Territory  was 
prearnied  %o  the  House  and  read,  praying  that 
tbfl  iairodnetion  of  (lares  into  the  said  Territory 
mar  be  permitted  by  CMigress ;  that  tbe  right  of 
aoSiage  therein  may  be  enlarged;  that  the  salt 
links  and  sprtngs  in  the  said  Territory  may  be 
eeded  to  them  on  certain  conditions ;  chsi  a  cer- 
tain deaeription  of  claimaDls  to  land,  to  tbe  said 
TcrvHory,  may  be  periaiiied  to  make  entry  thereoi 


in  tbe  mode  therrin  stated}  that  no  diviaion  of 
the  said  Territory  may  take  place ;  and  that  tbe 
ciiizeos  thereof  may  be  permilled  to  form  a  Slate 
goTernment  as  soon  as  their  populatioa  will  peF- 

Alao,  a  pelitioo  of  sundry  parchaaers  of  land 
setllrd,  and  intending  to  seiiie,  on  that  part  of  the 
lodiaaa  Territory  west  of  Ohio,  and  east  of  tbe 
-boaodary  line  rattning  from  the  mouth  of  Ken- 
tucky river,  praying  tSet  the  aa':d  tract  of  coualry 
nay  be  added  to  and  made  part  a(  the  Blue  at 
Ohio. 

Ordered,  That  ibe  said  petilioDs  be  severally 
referred  to  the  committee  last  appointed ;  litat 
they  do  examine  the  matter  thereof,  aad  report 
the  same,  with  (hair  (pinion  tlMtesptMi,  to  tfae 
House. 

Mr.  VAaNUH,  from  the  eoramittee  appointed  on 
ihe  sixth  instant,  presented  a  bill  e.^tabliabing 
rules  and  articles  for  tbe  government  of  the  at- 
mies  of  the  United  States ;  which  was  rtti  twice 
and  committed  to  a  Commtuee  of  tbe  Whole  m 
Friday  next. 

Mr.  Tennet,  from  tbe  Committee  of  Revisal 
and  Unfioisbea  BusiuesA,  made  a  further  report; 
which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Tennby,  from  the  same  committee,  pre- 
sented a  bill  to  revive  and  cooiioue  in  force  an 
acL  anliiled  "An  act  losnapend,  in  part,  an  act, 
entitled  'An  act  regulating  foreign  coins,  and 
for  other  purposes;  which  was  read  iwiee,and 
committed  to  a  Committee  of  tbe  Whole  ti>-   . 


A  petition  of  certain  actual  tattlers  on  lands 
lately  sold  by  Congress,  as  pre-emption  land^ 
lying  hetwe-n  the  Mumies,  in  t>ie  State  of  Ohio, 
was  presented  to  tbe  House  a^d  read,  praying  a 
remiiaion  of  ioterest,  and  an  extension  of  the 
terms  of  i«iyment  for  their  lands.— Refetrad  to 
tbe  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Southard, 

Rtfhed,  That  a  committee  be  appoiatad  to  inqujn 
wWffcer  any  and  if  any,  what  dtentioos  are  Deosaeaiy 
in  the  act  respacting  the  eempetasatioa  to  gruid  sari 
otter  jurors  suaiinened -to  sarve  in  tke  Couittaf  iha 
United  Stele*. 

Mr.  8  out  BARS  prefaced  this  moliOB  by  ■'■ting 
that  he  Had  been  informed  lliat  jurors  in  Ihe  di^ 
fereotCouria  of  the  United  Stales  received  varioMi 
compensali<»s. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Tbohab  the  Home  resolved 
itoelf  into  a  Committee  of  tbe  Whole  on  the  hilt 
"  snpplemenlary  to  the  act  entitled  an  act  ragula- 
liog  the  grants  of  laod  >|^ropriated  for  the  refu- 
gees from  the  British  Fruviaces  of  Canada  and 
Nova  Scotia." 

This  bill  directs  the  following  locations  of  land 
and  patents  to  be  granted : 

•■  To  Cfasrtotte  Haxen,  widow  of  Moaaa  Haien,  riz- 
teen  hundred  acres;  Elijah  AyTe,seniat,onathintaand 
aena;  Elijah  Ayre,  jun,,  three  bnndred  asd  twen^ 
aeres;  sad  Antbooy  Bark,  two  hundred  and  fif^aona. 

Mr.  Thomas  explained  the  grounds  on  which 
this  hill  is  predicated,  in  virtue  of  ioeiecuied  re- 
solutions of  the  old  Congress ;  when  the  Commit- 
we  rose  and  raponed  it  witboat  ameadmentj  In 
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which  report  the  House  immediately  ennearred, 
tod  ordered  the  bill  10  a  third  reading  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Morrow  preieoted  a  pelitioo,  of  a  very  in- 
teieMingnaLuregfrom  FranciBMeaionier.  a  native 
of  France;  slaiiag  that  from  Dumerous  experi- 
ments made  by  htm,  ia  the  vicisiivof  Clncionati, 
in  the  State  of  Ohio,  he  believes  he  will  be  able 
to  cultivate  the  vine  with  complete  iucce» ;  that 
the  ezperiments  made  have  iraued  ia  results  equal 
tohiEmoatianguiDeeipecliitioDs;  thai  he  balieves 
be  wilt  be  able  lo  suppV  wines  of  a  quality  equal 
to  those  of  France  competent  to  the  demaod  of 
the  State  at  one  fourth  of  the  price  of  irapaiied 
wines ;  thai  the  fever  aud  agae,  *o  prevaleot  on 
the  western  walers,  is,  in  his  opinion,  greatly  ow- 
ing 10  the  ioability  of  the  people,  from  the  eior- 
bilant  price  of  wine,  to  conHUme  it  in  connexion 
with  the  bark ;  that  be  is  convinced  that  the  bot- 
toms ol  Ohio  are  as  favorable  to  the  cultivation  of 
tbe  grape  as  the  hilts  of  France;  and  soliciting 
either  the  grant,  or  the  sale  on  an  extended  credit 
of  section  29,  in  township  No.  3,  range  9,  on  Mad 
river,  a  situation  which  he  considers  singularly 
favorable  to  a  vineyard. 

Referred  lo  the  Gomiuittee  of  Commerce  and 
Han  a  fact  urea. 

BEVOLUTIONARV  PENSIONERS. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Jobm  C.  Suitr  ihe  House 
rerolred  itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  on 
the  bill  "in  addiiiOQ  to  an  act  lo  make  provisioD 
for  [wrsons  that  have  been  dlsablsij  by  known 
wounds,  received  in  the  actual  service uf  the  Uni- 
t^  States,  during  ihe  Revolutionary  war. 

The  Committee  having  passed  Ihroagh  the  bill, 
leporled  it  wiiboul  amendment. 

Ths  House  imtnediaiely  look  Mp  ihe  report; 
and  on  the  question  to  engross  tbe  bill  for  a  third 
raading, 

Mr.  Ai^TON  asked  fpr  information  with  regard 
lo  a  new  principle  which  appeared  to  him  to  be 
contained  in  the  first  section.  He  observed  that 
it  waa  ookoowD  to  him  wheiber  the  United  States 
had  ever  placed  Tolunieers  or  militia  on  their 
pension  list  If  this  had  not  h^tofore  been  done, 
and  it  should  be  done  at  this  late  period,  be  did 
Bbtknowwherethe  business woald  end.  It  would 
be  nowise  difficult  for  any  person  to  bring  for- 
ward some  kind  ofevideoce  of  a  disability  received 
in  the  Revolutionary  war,  by  showing  that  he 
had  performed  some  service  or  other.  With  re- 
gard to  those  at  present  on  the  pennion  list  of  The 
State*  it  would  be  extremely  difficult  for  tbem  to 
produce  tbe  evidence  required  by  this  law;  and 
tbe  Stales  might  after  the  passage  of  ibis  bill 
fWeep  from  their  list  pensioners  of  the  description 
contemplated  in  tbe  bill.  Unless  a  proper  expla- 
nation of  these  circumxtences  were  made,  Mr.  A. 
•aid  he  could  nut  vote  for  ihe  bill. 

Mr.  Obgoo  moved  to  strike  out  the  words  rela- 
tive to  ihe  making  provision  for  persons  disabled 
in  the  militia,  or  acting  under  the  auihoriiyofa 
particular  Slate.  He  said  that  he  iboughl  it  a 
lOKed  cooBlructiun  of  the  act  of  1803  to  extend 
its  provit-ion  to  those  persons  employed  in  tbe 
oitiiia  seivica  oi  who  acted  tuder  paiiicolu 


Stales.  He  read  the  proriaions  of  that  act,  and 
o^rved  that  ihey  did  not  contain  a  word  respect- 
ing ihe  militia,  or  those  who  acted  under  the 
order  of  States.  He  could  not  see  the  propriety 
of  placing  on  the  pension  list  those  who  acted 
under  Ihe  authority  of  the  Stales.  There  might 
be  .some  bodies  who  had  been  ordered  out  by  par- 
ticular States,  who  so  far  from  being  recognised 
by  tbe  General  Governmenl,  had  been  called  out 
in  contravention  of  their  orders.  It  would,  Mr. 
G.  thought,  be  very  extraordinary  to  place  such' 
men  on  the  pension  list  of  the  United  States.  He 
believed  that  all  proper  objects  who  had  been 
drawn  out  under  Stale  ordera,  were  on  State  p«a- 
sion  lists.  If  these  men  were  set  aQoai  by  this 
Bcl,  they  might  at  this  late  day,  owing  tu  the  dif- 
Scuity  of  collecting  proper  evidence,  be  left  witti- 
out  remedy. 

Mr.  JoBN  C.  Smith  said  that  the  bill  undet 
consideration  was  precisely  similar  to  one  which 
had,ai  the  last  session,  been  agreed  to  in  the  House, 
and  bad  been  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third 
reading;  but  which  had  not  been  conclusivelf 
acted  upon.  He  observed  that  he  had  never  been 
very  tenacious  of  the  principle  on  which  gentle- 
men had  animadverted;  tbougb  he  believed  that 
the  wounds  received  by  the  description  of  persons 
referred  to  had  been  as  serious  to  theoi^  and  as  im- 
portant to  their  country,  as  those  received  by  sol- 
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It  had  been  remarked  that  some  o(  the  Slates  had 
made  provision  tbi  ibis  description  of  persons. 
Whether  [his  was,  or  was  not  'he  case,  he  did  not 
know.  Bui  if  geutlemen  wuuld  advert  to  the  act 
of  17W,  ibey  would  find  a  provision  made  for 
commissioned  and  non-com  missioned  officers'  and 
privates  of  the  militia  who  bad  been  in  the  aer- 
vice  of  the  United  States  since  the  Revolutionary 
War.  The  principle  in  this  bill  was  the  same 
with  thii  in  the  bill  passed  in  1796.  In  tbai  in- 
stance the  militia  had  been  called  out  for  the  geno- 
ral  service-under  the  auiborily  of  psnicular  Slates. 
Congress  then  thought  proper  to  provide  for  atich 
a  case.  Mr.8.  did  not  knowany  thing  whichTnade 
it  less  proper  to  provide  for  similar  cases  which 
bed  occurred  during  the  Revolutionary  war.  it 
was  true  that  the  provision  would  be  applicable 
ID  hut  a  few  individuals,  but  this  could  not  affect 
their  claims  to  the  justice  of  their  country.  Honr 
far  this  provision  mighl  operate  unequally,  espe- 
cially on  Stales  who  had  already  made  provision 
for  their  militia,  he  did  not  know.  He  was  not 
acquainted  with  the  fucts  alluded  lo.  He  ■wua 
perfectly  willing  that  the  bill  should  lie,  until  cor- 
rect informsiioD  should  be  obtained. 

Mr.  MiRioN  hoped  the  words  woold  not  be 
■truck  out.  He  perceived  no  teal  difference  be- 
tween the  claims  of  the  militia  and  of  those  is 
regular  service.  It  was  true  that  some  Stales  had 
made  provision  for  their  miliiia.  But  everv  Stale 
in  the  Union  ouKht  to  bear  ihe  burden  of  the  war 
equally ;  it  ought  not  lo  fall  exclusively  on  iboie 
Slates  which  Lad  been  invaded,  and  whose  mili- 
tia had  consequently  been  the  most  exptised.  AU 
ibnugb  such  States  had  made  a  provisiuo,  it  waa 
more  conionaQi  to  equity  and  juaiice  that  the 
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UnioD  should  b«ar  the  banlen.  G«nilemen  sboold 
reeolleci  ihat  the  ffietioD  onlf  proTidcd  for  those 
wbo  had  bees  engaged  in  the  general  service. 

The  quesiion  was  (hen  taken  od  Mr.  Geeoo's 
motion,  aad  last — ajres  16. 

Il  was  ibeo  ordered,  without  a  dtTiiion,  that 
dw  bill  be  engroned  for  a  third  reading  to 


TanaaDiY,  December  19. 

An  engrossed  bill  «upplemeDtar]r  to  the  act. 
entitled  "Ad  act  regtilatrng  the  grants  of  land 
appropriated  for  the  refuireea  from  the  British 
Frorince*  of  Caaada  and  Nova  Scotia,"  was  read 
the  third  tinae,  and  passed. 

An  engrossed  bill  in  addition  to  "An  act  to 
make  provision  for  persona  thai  hare  been  disa- 
bled bf  known  wounds  receiTed  in  the  actual 
lerTJce  o(  the  United  States,  during  the  Revolu- 
ticwary  war,"  wai  rpad  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  suppementary  to  the  "Act 
making  provision  for  the  payment  of  claims  of 
ettizens  of  the  United  States  on  the  Oorernment 
of  France,  the  payment  of  which  has  been  as- 
stiiDed  by  the  United  States,  by  virtueof  the  cob< 
Tentioo  of  the  30th  of  April,  1803.  between  the 
United  States  and  the  French  Republic  ;"  and,  af- 
ter Mine  time  spent  therein,  the  bill  was  reported 
without  amendmeat  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed, 
and  read  the  third  time  to-morrow. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
from  William  Henry  Harrison,  Qovemor  of  the 
Indiana  TsTritory,  enclosing  a  resolotioD  of  the 
Honse  of  Representatives  of  the  said  Territory, 
staling  their  objections  to  a  division  thereof 
into  two  Tenitories ;  which  were  read,  and  oi^ 
dered  to  he  referred  to  Mr.  Oabnbtt,  Mr.  MoR- 
aow  of  Ohio,  Mr.  Pabk<.  Mr.  Hamilton,  Mr. 
Smith  of  South  Caroliaa,  Mr.  Walton,  and 
Mr.  Van  Cobtlakdt. 

Tbe  Honse  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  report  of  the  Committee  of 
Commerce  and  Manufactures,  to  whom  whs  re- 
ferred  tbe  pecilioo  of  Edward  Toppan,  George 
Jenkins,  and  William  Currier,  of  newburyparl,ia 
the  State  of  Massachusetts.  The  Commiii<>e  rose 
and  reported  a  resolution  thereupon,  which  was 
twice  read, aad  agreed  to  bf  the  House  as  follows: 

Rtatbxd,  That  tlwi  pctttioa  of  Edward  Toppan  md 
others  is  rauonafale,  «nd  ought  to  be  granted. 

Ordered.  That  a  bill,  or  bills,  be  brought  in, 
parsuant  to  the  said  resolution;  and  that  the 
Committee  of  Commerce  and  Manufactures  do 


Readoed,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to 
inquire  whether  any,  and,  if  any.  what  alieralions 
are  necessary  to  be  made  to  the  act  to  regulate 
trade  and  inlercouri>e  with  the  Indian  tribw,  and 
to  preserve  peace  on  the  frontiers  ;  and  that  the 
committee  hare  leare  to  report  tbereon  hy  bill, 
or  otherwise. 

Ordertd:  TbarMr.OHoRUB W.CAHPULL.Mr. 
CooK)  Mr.'3oi,naBOROiMii,  Mr.  Wici;ss,aBd  Mr. 


jAoraoN,  be  appointed  a  committee,  pursuant  to 
the  said  reioluiion. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Cook, 

Retolixd.  That  lUe  Committee  of  Commerce 
ahd  Maoufaclurps  be  instructed  to  consider  the 
KTeral  acts  relative  lo  the  bounties  on  sailed  Gsh, 
taken  in  rexsels  of  different  sizes,  and  to  consider 
and  report  what  alterations,  if  any,  be  necessary 
to  equalise  such  bounties;  and  that  the  said  com- 
mittee report  by  bill,  or  otherwise. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Stanton. 

Rea(doed  That  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means  he  directed  lo  inquire  whether  any,  and, 
if  any,  what,  alterations  are  necessary  lo  be  made 
in  the  several  acts  fixing  the  salaries  and  emolu- 
ments of  the  collectors  of  duties  on  imporu  and 
tonnage ;  and  that  the  committee  be  amhoriaed  to 
report  by  bill,  or  otherwise. 

FOBEIGN  COINS. 

The  House  went  iotoCommiueeof  tbe  Whole 
on  the  bill  to  revive  and  continue  in  force  an  act, 
entitled  "An  act  lo  suspend,  in  part,  the  act,  enti- 
tled'An  act  regulating  foreign  coios,and  for  othar 
purposes."     The  bill  was  read  as  follows : 

Bt  il  enacted,  4r.,  Thst  tbe  set,  entitled  "An  act  1« 
Boipend,  in  part,  the  set,  entitled  'An  act  regulating 
forrign  coins,  and  for  other  purposes,"  approval  on  tha 
thirtieth  dav  of  April,  one  ihoiuand  eight  hundred  and 
two,  shall  be  and  itae  same  is  hereby  reiived  and  con- 
tinned  in  force  fin  the  term  of yean  fiom  the  pass- 
ing hereof. 

Mr.  Tenney  moved  the  following  substitute, 

ler  the  enacting  words: 

■'  That  so  mnch  of  the  set,  entitled  "An  act  regula- 
ting fbteign  coins,"  and  for  other  pnrpoaea,  as  ii  con- 
tained in  the  seoond  section  thereof,  be  and  the  saoM  ia 

hereby  further  suspended,  during  the  term  of yean 

bom  the  end  of  the  present  seaaion  of  Congieae. 

Mr.  Vabkdh  wished  that  the  section  referred 
to,  which  prohibits  any  foreign  coin,  excepting 
Spanish  milled  dollars,  or  parts  thereof,  from  be- 
ing a  legal  lender,  might,  instead  of  being  sus- 
pended, be  repealed.  That  provlBion,  hesaid,  had 
been  introduced  under  the  idea  that  the  coin  of 
ibe  United  States  would  be  sufficient  for  the  de- 
mand, which  had  been  found  to  be  erroneous.. 

Mr.  J.  Olat  differed  so  widely  from  the  gen- 
tleman from  Massachusetts  that  he  entertained 
stroog  doubts  of  the  policy  even  of  suspending 
the  provision.  There  were  very  few  foreiKn  coins 
in  circulation  besides  Spanish  milled  dollars  and 
British  guineas.  If  the  suspension  were,  there- 
fore, confined  to  these,  it  would  be,  so  far  as  re- 
spected the  public  cooveoieuee,  equivalent  to  a 
repeal.  Every  one  knew  thai  there  had  been,  for 
some  years  past,  a  large  quantity  of  bad  money 
in  circulation.  By  tbe  proposed  repeal,  this  de- 
scription of  money  woulo  he  again  brought  ba«k. 

Mr.  Macon  (Speaker)  said,  that,  if  the  idea  of 
the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  trere  adopted, 
it  would  be  necessary  lo  go  farther  than  he  had 
suggested.  Id  addition  to  the  ooins  mentioned  by 
him,  it  would  be  proper  to  extend  it  le  Portuguese 

Enineas,  which  were  extensively  circulaled.  But 
e  coDsidarad  the  proposition  of  the  gentleman 
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frofD  MasffiachuaetM  lh<  best.  Wben  we  ran  do 
wilhoul  foreign  coins,  we  may  declare  thit  ibey 
■hall  Dot  be  a  legal  lender.  Since  Ia>t  May,  when 
ibe  proTJsion  coal  em  pi*  led  to  be  reoewed,  ceased, 
there  bad  been  oocomplaials.  The  necessities  of 
tbe  country  required  ihe  ute  of  Freoch  ooios. 
Wtih  regard  lo  our  own  coin,  i a  many  parts  of 
tbe  Union  it  was  as  difficult  to  find  a  gold,  as  a 
flj[in^  eagle.  Into  hi?  pan. of  the  country,  Mr.  M. 
said,  il  never  found  its  way. 

Mr.  Varncm  caoved  to  amend  the  amendment 
of  Mr.  Tbhney,  by  sirikiogout  ibe  Vord*:  "fur- 

iW  sti^tpended  during  tbe  term  of years  from 

tb»  end  of  the  present  aessioD  of  Congress,"  and 
inscrtinic  in  lieu  iheieof  the  word  "repealed," 

Mr.- J.  Clay  boped  tbe  amendment  would  not 
take  place.     If  there  were  any  realinconrenience. 


uld  be  eniirely  obviated  by  tbe  proposed  si 
He  acknowledged   (hat  when    ' 


up  before,  ihe  Portuguese  gold  had  escaped  his  aC- 
tmiion — but  it  was  BO  clipped  and  mutilated  as 
scarcely  lo  be  considered  as  coin,  and  ihe  fact  was, 
that  it  was'chiefly  confined  to  the  banks.  If  the 
repealing  proTisioii  should  be  confined  to  the  gold 
coins,  he  shouU  have  no  great  objection  to  it)  but 
there  was  no  necessity  of  introducing  into  the 
circttU  on  any  other  ailver  cola  than  that  now 
«Htboriz«d.  Some  of  the  foreign  coins  were  so 
tM^bly  esecuied  as  not  lo  furnish  a  proper  pro- 
teoUun  against  couDterfeits.  Tbe  great  security 
Btteadiog  cains,  as  well  as  bank  notes,  was  the 
excellence  of  the  workmanship. 

Mr.  Jaokbon  waa  in  faror  of  the  amendment 
offered  by  the  genilemao  from  Maasachasetts 
(Ut.  Vabhum.^  All  economical  writers  agreed 
tut  the  wealth  of  nations  was  intimately  eon- 
naeied  with  the  qaamity  of  ibe  oirculaiing  pre- 
citMia  mciata.  For  this  reason,  he  tbouL'ht  ii  im- 
politic to  restrict  the  cirtnlaiioB  of  foreign  coins 
in  the  United  Stales.  It  was,  likewise,  improper 
ta  legiiialt  fre<)ueatly  on  the  subject.  It  bad  been 
foiud  ihal  the  mint  cuuld  not  furnish  a  sufficient 
aupply  of  eoia  for  our  purposes,  especially  wbUe 
sthin.vaBt  quaotfiies  weniout  of  ihecountry.  All 
objections  made  to  a  repeal  were  obviated  by  ihe 
consideration  that  ihe  existing  law  prsvideB,  that 
foreizn  coins  shall  pass  by  weight.  Mr.  J.  conclu- 
ded by  snying,  that  it  was  bis  opinion,  that  it  was 
for  the  interest  of  ibe  country  thai  money  should 
cireulata  more  extensively  than  il  ever  had  done. 
Mr.  Vahhum  said,  that  ihe  genileman  from 
PcoasylTania  grounded  his  objcccion  on  the  idea 
thai  foreign  coins  were  more  easily  counterfeited 
tfaanlboseof  iheUnited  Slates.  Heahonld, how- 
aver,  reeoUect  that  those  who  resided  in  the  coun- 
try did  not  possess  that  kind  of  knowledge  which 
belonged  to  ihnse  acquainted  with  hank  transae- 
tiooe.  They  saw  but  liitle  money,  and  always  in 
■nwll  quaotiiies,  and  were  as  likely  to  take  false 
eoiDof  [be  United  Slates  as  foreign  coin.  The 
real  sit>iaiion  of  the  United  Stales,  as  to  money, 
KM  this :  In  some  parts  of  ibe  country  thera  was 
no  specie  whatever;  there  was  nothing  but  paper. 
In  the  Eastern  patt*  of  tbe  Union  this  was  peculi- 
arly so.  owing  to  ihe  great  number  of  banks  which 
cirettlated  th«  greaier  part  of  their  notea  at  a  coa- 


sideraMe disUDoe.  Thisacarciiy  of  specie  arose^ 
in  a  great  measure,  from  foreign  coins  not  being 
allowed  to  be  a  legal  lender-  He  [bought  it  would 
be  highly  beneficial  lo  tbe  United  States  to  admit 
all  foreisn  coins  to  be  a  legal  tender,  under  lh« 
existing  limttalionK  of  law.  The  question  was 
Ihen  taken  on  Mr.  V.'s  amendmenl,  which  waa 
agreed  to — ayes  79. 

Mr.  Tenney's  amendment,  thus  amended,  was 
agreed  lo,  when  the  Coimiiiuee  rose.  Tbe  House 
immediately  took  up,  concurred  in  their  report, and 
ordered  the  bill  lo  a  third  reading  to-morrow. 


FktnAT,  December  20. 

An  engrossed  bill  aapplemenlary  to  the  "Act 
making  provision  for  the  payment  of  claims  of 
ciiizens  of  the  United  Slates  on  ihe  Ooveromeot 
ofFrance,  the  paymeniof  which  has  been  assumed 
by  the  United  Stales,  by  viriae  of  the  conreii- 
lionof  tbe  30th  of  April  1601  between  the  United 
Stales  and  the  French  Republic,"  was  read  the 
third  time,  and  passed. 

An  engrossed  hill  to  revive  and  continue  in  force 
an  act,  entitled  "An  act  to  suspend,  in  ^rt,  (he 
act, entitled  'An  act  regulaiing  Ibreign  coins,  and 
for  other  purposes,"  was  read  the  third  time. 

Xetolved,  That  the  said  bill  do  pass,  aod  that 
tbe  title  he,  "An  act  to  repeal  so  much  of  tbe  act, 
eniiiled  'An  act  regalatin^  foreign  coins,  and  for 
other  purposes,  as  is  coniaiited  in  the  second  seo- 
tion  thereof." 

Mr.  CuowHiNaHiBLD,  from  the  Committee  of 
Commerce  and  Manufactures,  presented  a  bill 
for  [he  relief  of  Edward  To  pp«n,  George  Jenkin^ 
and  William  Currier ;  which  was  read  twice,  ana 
committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  Mon- 
day next. 

Mr.  CROwitiiraBiBLD,fron  the  same  committee, 
preaeoied  a  bill  to  extend  the  time  for  taking  the 
oath  aod  giving  bond,  in  cases  sf  drawback,  and 
for  other  purposes ;  which  was  read  twice,  and 
committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  oa 
Thursday  next. 

Mr.  FiNOLEY  moved  to  add  a  new  rule  to  the 
Btandine  rules  and  orders  of  the  House,  in  the 
words  following,  to  wil : 

"That  flie  first  named  member  of  an;  committeSr 
appointed  by  Ihe  Speaker,  or  tbe  House,  shall  be  the 
Chainnui ;  and  in  case  of  his  absence,  or  btiag  tl- 
cused  bj  ihs  House,  ifae  naxt  named  nMmbsT,  and  so 
on,  as  Ihe  cue  ihBll  happen,  aniens  the  cammittBa,  by 
■  majority  of  tkeii  number,  elect  a  Cbsinaui.  It  shall 
be  Ihe  dul;  of  any  committee  to  meet,  on  the  call  of 
any  two  of  their  members,  if  Ibe  Chaiimso  be  abeanli 
or  dedine  to  appoint  such  meeting." 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  said  mo- 
tion at  the  Clerk's  table,  and  the  same  being 
twice  read,  was  agreed  to  by  the  House. 
On  a  motion  made  and  seconded, 

Regoleed,  That  so  much  of  the  rulesandordars 
of  this  House,  under  the  fourth  head  'of  Cook- 
mitiees  of  tbe  whole  House,"  as  is  contained  m 
the  third  paragraph  thereof,  be  amended,  by  strik- 
ing out,  in  ib»  fourth  Uae  of  ilte  paragraph,  the 
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word  "liilV  aod  inwrthig,  ia  lieu  thereof,  the 
word  "preamble." 

A  peiiitoD  ot  Oeorge  Rogn*  CItrk  wu  pre 
■rated  to  the  Houte  sod  read,  prtyinK  tlMit  Con- 
gma  wtll  eooArm  to  him  s  gniti  of  landv,  inade 
by  the  chiefs  aad  head  men  of  the  Piankeehitw 
nation  of  Indianx.  dd  the  IDih  dar  of  July,  1779. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  peiitioD  be  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Pablic  Lands. 

MoNDAT,  December  23. 

A  Menace  was  reeeired  from  the  President  of 
the  Uoited  states,  transmitting  a  report  from  the 
Oovernor  aod  presiding  Judge  of  the  Territory 
of  Michiffan,  relative  to  the  state  of  that  Tern 
tory  i  which  were  r«ad,  and  ordered  lo  be  refer- 
red to  Messrs.  Jackbon,  Mobbow  of  Ohio,  SmI' 
UE,  Ei,Li8,and  MooBE  of  South  Caralina. 

Mr.  Cbowhinbbield,  from  the  Committee  ol 
Commerce  aod  Maoufaciurea,  presented  a  bill  tc 
Iffof ide  for  Ifgbi-bouseB  in  Long  Island  Sound; 
and  to  declare  Roibury,  ia  the  State  of  MaMa- 
chnaeits,  to  bea  portof  delirery;  whiob  was  read 
tvice,andeomn]itled  toaCoDUHitUcoftheWholfl 
OD  WednetdBf  next. 

Mr.  Obboo,  fiom  the  CommiitM-oa  tha  PtibKe 
Lands,  to  witom  wa*  rvferred.  on  th«  twentieth 
ioatiint,  the  petition  of  OeorgeRc^ws  Clark,  made 
a  report  thereon ;  which  was  read,  and  cmtsidered: 
Whereupon, 

Hetolved,  l^at  the  prayer  of  the  petition  of 
George  Rogers  Clark  ought  not  to  be  uranted. 

A  memorial  of  the  Ptiil^delphia  Chamber  of 
Commerce,  signed  by  Thomas  Fltzsimoni,  their 
President,  was  presented  to  the  House  Hod  read, 

E lying  ide  coni^ent  of  Congress  to  an  act  of  ibi; 
gislaiure  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  passed 
the  ISth  of  March  last,  entitled  "An  act  to  em- 
power the  Board  of  Wardens  for  the  port  of  Phil- 
adelphia, Id  collect  a  ceriaio  duly  on  tonoage,  for 
the  purposex  therein  meniiooed,"  the  betier  to  ena- 
ble tne  memorialists  to  sink  additional  piers  in  the 
liTCT  Delaware,  for  the  security  aod  proiection  of 
vessels  employed  io  the  commerce  of  the  port  of 
Philaddphia.  Referred  lo  the  Committee  of  Com- 
merce and  Maoufactures. 

A  memorial  of  the  Mayor,  Aldermen,  and  Com- 
monalty, □(  the  city  of  New  York,  wns  presented 
lo  the  House  aod  read,  praying  that  prompt  aod 
efficient  measures  may  be  taken  by  Congress  for 
pulling  their  city  and  port  into  an  adequate  state 
of  defence.. — Referred 

A  memorial  was  pretenled  from  Samuel  Blodg- 
M,  representing  thai  subscriplioos  fora  University 
in  Waabingtoa  have  already  been  made  to  the 
number  of  eighteen  thousand,  aod  a  sum  received 
amounting  to  $30,000. and  requesting Congresn  lo 
designate  the  site  with  the  lois  or  lands  that  may 
be  intended  therefor,  and  to  grant  such  other  pat- 
ronage as  they  may  ihiolt  proper. — Referred  lo  a 
coQimliiee  offive  members. 

Mr.  Dawson,  from  the  commiilee  appointed  oc 
that  part  of  the  President's  Message  which  relates 
to  aggressions  committed  by  the  vessels  of  foreign 
itaiiuas,  &C-,  made  a  report,  in  patt,  submitting 


two  letters  received  from  the  Secretary  of  tha 
Navy,  and  three  resoluiioos,  io  substance  as  fot- 

1.  That  a  ■ora  not  exoecdinK  $160^8  be  appcopn* 
ated  to  csoae  our  potts  uid  bubon  lo  be  protected. 

S.  That  a  lam  not  eiceeding  $350^00  be  ippropri* 
■ted,  to  CBOM  to  be  built  a  number  of  gunboats,  not 
eiceeding  fifty,  ibi  the  pcsteotion  of  our  port*  and 

S.  That  a  (um  not  exceeding  9660^0  be  appi^iir 
■led  to  •nabls  tba  PiMdeot  of  tba  United  St«t«i  U 
onee  to  be  built  six  line-of-bettle  shipa. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Dawboh,  these  resolutions 
were  referred  lo  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the 
siste  of  the  Union. 

Mr.  Dawbon  observed  that,  in  the  year  179T, 
Congress  passed  aa  act  relative  to  certain  balances 
due  By  several  of  the  States  to  the  United  StaiCB, 
by  which  those  States  were  enabled  to  discharge 
the  balances  by  expending  a  pan  thereof  in  the 
defence  of  their  ports  aod  harbors.  He  under- 
stood that  one  State  had  made  an  appropriation 
to  this  object ;  but  it  was  not  known  what  was  the 
issue  of  the  appropriation,  or  what  had  been  done 
by  other  States.  That  the  subject  mi^ht  be  elui 
cidated,  he  oflered  the  following  resolution : 

Bitobed,  That  the  l^eudent  of  tha  United  State* 
be  rsquMted  lo  In&rm  Ihia  Honse,  whelher  anj  aad 
what  raaanirei  bare  been  tsken  by  the  Stalea  inilebled 
to  Ibe  United  Stataa  lodiacberge  tbe  baJucM  due,  uik> 
der  tbe  proTiiione  of  Ibe  act  of  the  SSd  of  June,  1797. 
entitled  in  act  for  ttke  further  defence  of  the  port*  and 
harbors  of  tbe  United  Slater 

The  House  itnmediBlely  took  ap  the  resotulioB 
and  agreed  to  it;  and  the  Sfbakes  appointed  « 
committee  of  two  members  to  present  it  to  the 
President 

CONTESTED  ELECTION. 

The  HoUie  resulved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 

the  whole  House  on  (he  report  of  the  Committee 

of  Elections,  respecting  the  contested  election  of 

CowLES  MEAn.  one  of  the  members  returned  to 

rve  in  this  Hou^e,  from  the  Slate  of  Qeorgia. 

The  following  is  the  report  of  the  Committee 

of  Bleclions  in  this  case: 

The  Committee  of  Electioua,  to  whom  was  referred 
the  petition  ofThamsaSpHlding,  claiming  aseat  inthie 
a.  Repeeentative  of  tbe  State  of  Qeorgia,  in 
tbe  place  of  Cowlea  Mead,  who  has  been  returned,  and 
taken  a  seat  in  the  House,  bnring  had  the  aanie 
under  coiuiderationi  and  beard  the  petitiouar  and  ait- 
ting  member  thereon,  report: 

That,  by  •  statiding  Ian  of  the  SUte  of  Georgia,  the 
eleelion  of  persona  to  represent  that  State  in  this  House^ 
was  r^uiied  to  be  bolden  on  the  first  Monday  of  Oc- 
tober, 1804,  in  the  letpectiie  coontiea  Ibtoughont  the 
Slate;  that  three  or  maie  count;  magistrates  were  re- 
quired to  preside  at  (ho  eleolion,  in  each  of  the  coun- 
ties, to  return  tbe  namea  of  tbe  candidates,  and  the 
number  and  names  of  tbe  voters,  with  an  accurate  slate 
if  tbe  poll,  and  to  transmit  tbeir  aald  returns,  by  ax- 
^freaa,  to  the  Governor  of  the  Stale,  within  twenty  days 
alter  cloaingtbe  poll  at  said  election;  that  the  Govern- 
or was  requiied,  within  five  d«ys  after  the  eipiiatiou  of 
tbe  said  twenty  daya,  to  oount  up  tbe  volee  Eram  the 
■eveial  conntiee,  or  such  of  them  aa  might  have  inad^, 
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retuniB  for  «ach  perwn,  and  immeilwtel;f  thereafter  to 
lune  hii  proclunatian,  deeUring  Itie  penoa*  haTing 
the  highest  number  of  vole*,  lo  be  sleeted  to  represent 
Ibe  said  State  in  the  Home  of  RepreeentatWee  of  the 
United  States,  and  to  gruit.a  certificata  Unreof,  under 
Ihe  great  >ea]  d(  the  State,  to  each  of  tb«n ;  that,  b; 
kn  i^cial  certificala  from  the  Secretai?  of  aaid  State, 


that  Ihe  voles  fran  the  c 


a  of  Tamal, 


Liberlj,  and  Camden,  wore  not  returned  lo  the  OoT' 
•mot  within  the  said  term  ef  twentj  dajs  after  Ihe 
election,  nor  within  the  said  further  lenn  of  five  dsja 
diereafker ;  and  that,  of  the  votes  given  at  the  aaid  alae- 
tion,  and  returned  to  dke  Governor  within  Ihe  said  term 


Giving  the  aaid  Head  •  majority  of       •       109 

r  That  lheGov«rnor,in  pumianceof  Ihe  law  afimasid, 
counted  up  the  votea  ao  relumed  to  him  within  twenty 
dajii.  and  thereupon  issued  his  proclamation,  declaring 
that  the  laid  Cowles  Mead  was  elected,  and  granted 
him  a  certificate  thereof. 

Bj  another  cer^cate  from  the  Secretary  of  said 
State,  it  appears  that,  after  the  Governor  had  issued  hia 
proclamation  sa  afoieaaid,  that  ia,  on  the  37tb  day  of 
November,  1 804,  the  retumi  of  the  votea  given  at  the 
said  election,  agreeably  to  the  law  aloreeaid,  in  and  by 
the  countriea  of  Tatnal,  Liberty,  and  Camden,  were 
received   by  the  Governor,  being  trsnamitted    by  the 

5 residing  Hn^iatrales  of  said  counties  respectively ; 
lat  both  of  the  said  certificatee  tram  the  Secretary  are 
ill  due  form  ofiaw  I  that  tbe  said  returns  of  votes  fiom 
(be  three  last  mestioned  counties,  are  conformable  lo 
law  in  every  respect,  except  that  they  were  not  trana- 
mitted  to  the  GovernDr  within  Ihe  limited  time  of  twen- 
ty days  after  the  election  ;  tbat,  of  the  votes  so  returned 
from  the  said  three  counties,  after  the  ei^ralion  of  said 
twenty  daya.  Cow  lee  Mead  had  27,  and  Thomas  Spald- 
ing had  336;  which,  added  to  their  reapscliTe  nam- 
hen  of  votes,  returned  to  the  Oorenwr  within  the  term 
of  twenty  days,  and  counted  by  tiim  as  aforesaid — 
Givea  to  Cowles  Mead,  in  Ihe  whole  -  •  4,406 
And  to  Thomas  Spalding,  in  the  whole   -        -   < 


.0  prove  that  the 
on  of  the  returns 
from  the  three  Ust  countiea  to  the  Governor,  within 
|be  twenty  daja  after  Ihe  election,  was  a  hurricano 
which  rendered  the  roads  in^aasahle;  but,  aa  the  sit- 
ting member  was  not  notified  to  be  present  at  the  tak- 
ing of  those  depoailions,  the  committee  were  of  opinion 
ftat  they  were  not  admiasible  evidence. 

The  petitioner  then  proposed  to  procure  other 
dence  of  the  saine  fact ;  and  the  sitting  member  pro- 
posed "to  procure  evidence  to  the  contrary,  that  Ihe 
roads  were  passable;  but  the  committee  being  of  opin- 
ion that  it  was  not  material  lo  the  question  before  the 
House,  whether  Ihe  said  failure  was  caused  by  the  act 
of  God,  as  alleged  by  the  petitioner,  or  by  the  fault  of 
Ae  returning  otiicen,  or  the  delect  of  the  law,  in  not 
providing  a  penalty  upon  officers  Ibr  neglecting  their 
official  duty  of  transmitting  the  returns,  did  not  re 
■ny  evidence  on  that  point 
The  Bitting  member  alaled  to  the  eonuuittee  that  ha 


could,  as  be  was  aaaared,  hy  aending  lo  Oeoigia,  cMain 
'{,  that  the  election  in  Ihe  connty  of  Tatnal  wa* 
utegularly  held,  *o  that  lbs  whole  return  of  that  county 
ought,  for  that  cause,  to  be  rigected ;  but,  finding  In 
calculation  that,  if  the  votes  of  that  county,  of  whidl 
twenty-four  were  for  himself  and  forty  for  the  petition- 
cre  set  aaide,  it  would  not  affect  the  result  of  the 
on,  he  waived  that  objection,  and  rested  his  claim 
upon  Ihe  principle  that  the  votes  of  all  the  three  last 
mentioned  counties  are  void  by  the  law  of  Georgia,  not 
having  been  returned  to  the  Governor  within  the  time 
prescribed  by  said  law. 

There  is  no  suggestioii  of  any  fraud  or  intaatianal 
On&urneaa  in  Ihe  election;  t^nd  the  committee  add,  with 
pleaaure,  that  the  conduct  of  both  the  gentlemen,  claim- 
ing the  cMiiested  seal,  appears  lo  bave  been  caJldid 
and  honorable. 

Upon  the  foregoing  state  of  beta,  asthe  Constitution 
is  msde  Ihip  House  Ihe  judge  of  die  elections  and  re- 
turns, as  well  as  the  qOalifications  of  its  members  i  aa 
e  returns  ftnm  the  State  autfaoritlea,  therefore,  ate 
ily  ^mn  facte  evidence  of  an  electioh,  but  not  cou- 
clusive  upon  tiiii  House;  as  there  is,  in  Ihe  preaeat 
case,  sa^sftctory  proof,  that  the  votes  of  the  three  cohb- 
liea  in  queetioo,  altbbngh  the  rettims  thereof  were  net 
transmitted  to  the  Oovmor  in  aeasoD  te  be  coneidaed 
by  him,  were  originally  good,  lawfiil,  and  Conalitutionai 
voles,  having  been  given  by  qualified  aotera  on  the  day, 
at  the  placea,  and  in  the  manner  prescribed'  by  law ; 
and  as  neither  the  voter*  who  give  theoi,  nor  the  can- 
didates in  whose  favor  they  were  given,  have  donaoi 
omitted  Baytbing  on  their  part  to  ti>rfeit  their  reepect- 
ive  rights,  Uie  committee  are  of  opinion  tbat  those  voles 
ought  to  be  allowed,  and  therefore  lecoumond  the  fal- 
lowing resolution : 

Raelned,  Thai  Cowles  Head,  tetunied  to  this  Honae 
as  a  member  lhereof|  from  the  State  of  Georgia,  is  not 
entitled  to  a  seat ;  and  that  Thomas  Spalding  is  entitled 
to  a  seat  in  this  House,  aa  a  Representative  of  the  Stale 
of  Georgia. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Fikdley, 
Raohed,  That,  in  the  case  of  the  contested  election 
in  the  Slate  of  Georgia,  the  memorialist  and  aitting 
member  shall,  if  they  desire  it,  be  heard  by  counsel  at 
the  bar  of  the  Hauae- 

Mr.  Mead  waived  the  eiercjse  of  this  right,  aod 
Mr.  J.  Cl&v  intimated  a  desire  of  Mr.  Spaldinq 
10  the  same  effect;  when  the  Committee  of  ibe 
Whole  took  up  the  repdrt  of  the  Committee  of 
EleciioDs  iti  this  case;  on  wbich  a  debate  CDSued, 
which  occupied  Dearly  the  residue  of  the  sit- 
ting. 

Mr.  FiNDLEV  e:tp!ained,  concisely,  some  of  the 
c  ire  urn  stances  on  whicQ  the  repori  was  grounded- 
He  was  followed  by  Mr.  Mead,  who,  without 
going  into  a  wide  detail  of  facts,  or  discussion  of 
priuciple^  noticed  briefly  a  variety  of  facta,  and 
several  principles  and-  precedents,  which,  he 
thought,  invalidated  tbe  conclusion  of  the  re- 

Mr.  J.  Clat  made  a  short  speech  in  favor  of  the 


Mr.  Earlt  went  at  considerable  length  iDlo 
tbe  principle  iinplicated  in  the  report,  with  the 
view  of  showing  that  it  was  nnsoand,  and  that  it 
did  not  belong  to  the  Housp,  without  violating  ihe 
CoDsiituiioDal  powers  of  the  Slates,  to  set  aiide 
teiuras  made  in  cofiformiiy  to  their  lawa. 
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Mr.  BiDWELL,  in  an  ai^nieniaiire  and  logieal 
speecb,  defeoded  ihe  principle  eonlslned  io  the 
leport,  and  cimtended  thai  tbe  Constitutional 
pover  of  inveati^aUDg  ibe  returns,  made  by  Slate 
officers,  resided  id  ibe  House,  who  might,  accord- 
ios  to  evidence  adduced,  affirm  or  set  them  aside. 

Mr.  Sloan  and  Mr.  Ellis  spoke  against,  and 
Mr.  J.  C1.AY,  in  favor  of  the  report. 


tertained  some  doubts  on  the  sabject,  Tepresenied 
tbtt  other  engagements  bad  precluded  his  paf  inr 
that  alien  ti  00  to  the  subject  which  it  men  ted,  and 
moved  that  the  Committee  should  rise,  report 
proeress,  and  ask  leaTe  10  sit  again. 

This  motioQ  being  carried — ayes  61;  and  the 
House  being  resumed, 

Mr.  Meriwetbeb  expresseil  a  hope  that  leave 
for  the  Committee  to  sit  a^in  would  be  refused, 
in  order  that  Ihe  report  might  be  recommitted  to 
ihe  Cummittee  of  Elections,  and  Ihe  sitting  mem- 
ber be  enabled  to  make  erplanatioos  on  points 
respecting  which  there  appear-'d  Io  have  been 
aoQie  miscoDcepiioD  before  the  Committee, 

Mr.  J.  Clat  and  Mr.  Elmer  were  against,  and 
Mr.  Qneaa  in  faror  of  a  reference  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  Elections. 

The  question  being  pal,  leave  was  given  to  the 
CamiDiiteeof  Ihe  Whole  to  sit  again — ayes  70. 

Mr.BiowELL,from  thecommitiee  to  whom  had 
been  referred  Ihe  resolution  respecting  William 
Baton,  Esquire,  ofiered  a  report,  recommend- 
ing the  adoption  of  the  said  resolution,  with  the 
amendment,  together  with  another  amendment, 
tttiking  out  the  word  ''  before,"  and  inserting  in 
lieu  thereof,  the  words  "at  the  city  of  Deme." 

Report  referred  Io  a  Committee  of  Ihe  Whole 
on  Wednesday. 

TtiEBOAY,  December  24. 

Anothec  member  10  w(i :  Rooer  Nelson,  from 
Maryland,  appeared,  produced  his  credentials,  was 
qualified,  antl  took  his  aeat  in  the  House. 

A  petiiioit  of  sundry  leiilers  and  purchasers  of 
ihe  lands  of  the  United  States  Northwest  of  the 
Ohio  river,  was  presented  to  the  House  and  read, 
praying  that  further  lime  majr  be  allowed  them 
Io  make  payment  of  the  first  initalmeol,  due  ou 
the  first  of  January  next,  for  the  lands  by  them 
respectively  purchased. 

Ordered.  That  the  said  petition  be  referred  to 
the  Committee  of  Wap  and  Means. 

A  petition  of  Amelie  Eugenie  de  Beaumar- 
ehais,  heir  and  representative  of  Caron  de  Beau- 
marchais.  deceased,  by  J.  A.  Cbevallie,  her  attor- 
ney, was  presented  to  the  House  and  rtiad,  praying 
to  oe  relieved  again.«t  a  (^eltlcment  matle  by  Ihe 
Compliotler  of  the  Treasury,  in  which  large. and 
unjust  deductions  have  been  made  from  a  debt 
due  by  ihe  United  Slates  to  the  estate  of  the 
fa>()  decedent,  Caron  de  Beau  marc  ha  is,— Referred 
to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

DRAWBACK  ON  DBBENTUBE8. 


the  sixieeoth  instant,  the  petition  of  Isaac 

lasun,  made  the  folliSWine  report : 

The  polLtioner,iii  ibe  monlhor  August  ItsI, imported 
from  Havana  into  the  port  of  New  York,  one  ibouaand 
four  hnndred  ind  twenty  boies  of  ■ugir;  the  dutitw 
upon  the  impoTtation  amounted  Co  $15,619  24.  On 
Ibe  31st  of  the  some  month,  the  petitioner  hiiTing  de- 
termined to  export  the  laid  sugar  to  Amiterdsm,  in  Ihe 
ship  Ambition,  gave  dne  notice  of  Eiich  intention,  and 

sde  a  regular  entry  of  the  aaid  aagar  for  eiportation  ; 

penoil  to  load  Ihe  said  sugu  Was  iwued  at  the  cus- 
tom^ousa  on  the  Sd  of  Heptember,  and  Ihe  sugar  waa 
actnally  laded  on  board  the  said  ship,  under  the  faiipec- 
tion  of  the  proper  officer,  aad  the  retam  ibenof  niade 
to  Ibe  c«Ueet«r,  Um  shiprBMtvtngbeTelaaTaacetopro- 
CMd  Io  aea  on  the  nintli  day  af  September,  and  ■«!«• 
al^  aailed  on  Ihe  tiran^^eoond  day  of  the  1001*  month. 
At  the  moment  of  the  dfarance  being  granted  to  the 
■hip,thc;ellonfe*er  made  ill  appearance  in  New  York, 
and  a  great  number  of  the  cibiene  left  the  city  in  the 
courae  of  a  week  from  that  time ;  and  the  petitioner, 
justly  alaimed  at  Ihe  danger  to  which  he  ivaa  eipoaed, 
and  partaking  of  ihegrneral  consternation,  ded  among 
ihe  real.  A  general  interroption  and  suspension  <^ 
busineM  in  the  city  took  place  for  several  weeks,  and 
the  custom-house  itself  was  removed  to  a  place  of  eafety. 
On  the  30lh  of  September,  the  petitioner  applied  to 
the  coMom'house  to  receive  the  debentnrea  fcr  the  draw- 
back of  thedutie*  on  Ihe  eiportation  of  the. said  angar, 
and  oflisred  to  give  bond,  and  take  the  oath  requred  hj 
lavr  in  the  eases  of  goods  exported  for  Ihe  bieneflt  of 
drawback;  but  the  collactor  refuaad  Io  Tceaiie  thaoath 
01  bond,  or  to  grant  the  debanluiea,  allying  that  the 
ten  days  limited  by  law  had  eipirad,  aftet  the  dearanoa 
of  the  ahip,  and  that,  in  coneequence  tbereol^  the  dlsw- 
baek  rcrvertad  to  the  United  States. 

Repeated  and  preaaiog  ^ipUcations,  of  a  similar  na- 
ture, have  been  made  to  Coogre**,  and  the  number  may 
be  eipacled  to  increase.  In  all  of  them  which  have,  at 
vfrious  times  been  belbre  the  Committee,  no  intention 
of  fraud  bss  appeared.  Some  penoni  have  uninten- 
tionally overstayed  the  time,  one,  ttro,  or  three  days. 
Others  have  been  prevented,  by  dangeraoa  sickness, 
from  attending  at  the  custom-house.  In  the  case  now 
under  consideration,  the  yellovr  fever  afflicted  the  city 
of  New  York.  The  inhabitants  fled  before  its  dmdftri 
lavages.  The  petitioner  partook  of  Ibe  general  oaa> 
Btemation,  and  left  the  city  the  next  day  after  the  dear- 
aneeof  theship.'  Itdid  notoccurto  him  that  ha  would, 
ihtveby,  lose  the  benefit  of  drawback  on  the  logar  in 
qneation  -,  and,  if  it  had  oecorred  to  him,  it  ia  notprotv 
able  that  he  could  then  have  obtained  the  debenturM  by 
a^bcation  atlhecustom-house.  Itwaaatimeofgeneial 
alarm  and  agitatian,  and  every  citizen  was  only  eager  ta 
save  himself  and  bmily.  The  security  of  property  was 
but  a  secondary  ooniidention . 

The  Committee  are  of  opinion  Ihe  provisiona  of  the 
taw,  as  it  stands  at  present,  are  too  severe.  If  the  article 
on  which  the  benefit  of  drawback  is  claimed,  ia  really 
exported  out  of  the  limits  of  the  United  States,  it  is 
all  that  ought  to  be  required.  The  metchanis  are  so- 
licitous to  obtain  the  debentore  cerllGcstes;  they  be- 
come transferable  property,  being  negotiable  paper,  like 
Eromissorj  notes,  and  are  receivable  it  Ibe  cnstom- 
ouac  in  lieu  of  the  inward  duties.  No  man  would 
willingly  overstay  the  time  limited  by  law,  in  which  bo 
could  apply  for  bis  debentures;  it  is  for  bis  interest  to 
apply  early,  yet  il  may  sometimes  happen  that  he  will 
omit,  and  overstay  thv  li««;  but,  snnly,  ths  United 
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Stale*  do  Dot.wuh  to  enricb  tbeii  treamr?  in  this 
ner.  Our  revenue  is  derived  frooi  the  foreign  ar 
coTuumed  in  the  country,  snd  not  from  ejpotti.  Under 
Blithe  cure  u  me  Cancel  in  nhich  this  subject  can  he  placed, 
the  Committee  aie  of  opinion  tbat  a  general,  and  not  a 
particular  bill  ihoulil  be  passed,  calculated  to  relieve  all 
the  applicants,  nhere  no  intentioi^orfraud, shall  appear, 
and  to  provide  far  the  extension  of  the  time  in  taking 
the  oath.  Rod  giving  bond,  in  cases  of  goods  intended  to 
be  eiported  for  benefit  of  drawback.  Tbe  committee, 
therefore,  submit  the  foUoviing  reaolulion  ; 

Baolvtd,  That  the  petition  of  Isaac  Clasoa  is  rea- 
muible  and  ought  to  be  granted. 

Tbe  report  wis  read,  and  ordered  to  h6  com- 
mitted to  the  Goiamttiee  of  the  Whole  Houae,  to 
whom  was  committed  oe  the  twentieth  ioBiaDt, 
tbe  bilt  to  extend  the  lime  for  laWing  the  oath,  and 
giving  baad  in  cases  of  drawback,  and  for  other 
purposes. 

QBOHGIA  CONTESTED  ELECTION. 

The  House  theo  again  resolved  itself  iqto 
ComiDiitee  of  the  Whole,  on  the  report  of  the 
Cominitiee  of  Elections,  od  the  conteEtcd  election 
of  CowLBs  Mead;  when  a  debate  fhUowed  ol 
beiweeo  two  and  three  hours  length. 

Id-  the  coarse  of  the  discussioa,  the  facts  as 
staled  ia  the  report  were  either  considered  as  pec- 
lectly  correct,  or  as  partakioff  so  iiltle  of  error  ae 
not  to  invalidate  the  conclHiions  drawn  from 
them.  Some  small  diversity  of  opinioa  existed 
between  the  Committee  of  Elections  and  tbe 
tine  member,  whiob  was,  however,  reooaciled  on 
esmanaiiDD, 

Tbe  debate  began  in  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
and  was  afterwards  prosecuted  in  the  House. 
Messrs.  J.  Clat,  Fin  duet,  Bidweli„  G.  W. 
Cahpbgll,  and  Elmer  advocated;  and  Messrs. 
Mead,  Early,  Sloan,  Ellis,  N.  Williams, 
Broom,  and  Qdihct,  opposed  the  report. 

The  oppoaeDi*  of  the  report  represented  it  ai 
embracing  a  great  Constiititional  principle,  rela- 
tive to  Slate  sovereignty  and  the  powers  of  (he 
House.  This  question  arose  out  of  the  judicial 
powers  vested  by  the  CoDstitution  jn  each  branch 
of  the  Legislature,  as  to  judging;  of  the  election 
of  its  members.  In  tbe  first  article,  filth  section 
of  tbe  Constitution,  it  is  declared,  that  "each 
House  sbatl  be  the  judge  b(  the  elections,  pclnrns, 
and  qualifieaiions  of  its  own  members."  Tbia 
section  embraces  three  distinct  objects,  on  which 
the  judicial  powers  of  each  House  might  be  ex- 
ercised ;  the  qualification  of  "persons  returned  as 
members,  their  election  as  members,  and  tbe  re- 
turns of  the  person  selected.  With  regard  to  the 
point  of  qualification,  that  cotild  have  no  hearing 
on  tbe  present  question.  As  to  the  election  of 
persons  returned  to  serve  as  members,  the  Con- 
stitulioD  has  given  to  the  several  Slates  the  power 
lo  regulate  the  time,  place,  and  manner,  subject 
to  the  interposition  of  the  laws  of  Congress.  As 
to  the  returns  of  members,  there  is.no  limitation 
to  the  power  of  Congress  to  judge  of  tbe'm. 
What  power,  then,  is  given  by  this  sectioa  1  A 
JDdicial  power  alone,  ft  is  wonhy  of  remark  tbat 
ftnalcctioD  ksd  a  i«tatiiueeiiiit«ly  distinct  BoU; 


where  one  ceases  the  other  begins,  and  vice  vena. 
Where,  then,  is  to  be  found  the  power  in  CoD- 
gress  of  prescribing  the  lime,  place,  and  manner 
of  making  returns?  That  such  a  power  existed 
somewhere  could  not  be  denied,  as  wiLhoui  it  an 
election  would  be  nugatory.  Will  ii  be  contend- 
ed that  (his  power  is  vested  In  tbe  General  Gov- 
ernment, when  i(  is  no(  recognised  by  n  singlo 
werd  of  the  Constitution  ?  li  is  clear,  then,  (hat 
BE  the  Constitution  is  perfectly  silent  as  to  be- 
stowiDo-  such  B  power  m  (he  General  Govern- 
ment, It  does  not  belong  to  that  Government; 
neither  was  it  necessary  to  carry  into  effect  any 
power  specifically  given  to  the  General  Govern- 
ment. If,  then,  the  power  does  not  belong  to 
Congress,  and  it  must  reside  somewhere,  it  fol- 
lows from  (he  theory  of  our  Government  (ha[  it 
must  belont;  to  the  States,  and  tba(  (he  only  jfow- 
er  in  this  House  on  the  subject  is  to  judge  of  tbe 
returns;  not  to  decide  tbe  time,  place,  and  man- 
ner in  which  they  shall  be  made,  much  less  to 
dispense  with  the  regnlations  which  the  States 
may  make  relative  to  them.  But  it  ma;^  perhaps 
be  ask^,  how  (be  judicial  power  of  (his  House 
can  be  exercised  without  uniting  with  i(  the  pow- 
er contended  for  on  this  occasion?  To  (his  in- 
quiry the  answer  is  easy.  The  right  (o  judge, 
and  (he  rule  of  decision  are  disiiDCI  things,  and 
white  the  right  to  judge  may  be  in  one  body,  (be 
prescription  of  the  rule  may  be  in  another.  The 
rule  in  such  cases  as  these  must  be  a  Stai^  regu- 
lation, when  it  relates  to  points  on  which  the 
States  have,  exclusive  legislation.    If  (his  case 

lates  to  a  business  in  which  Georgia  has  the  ex- 

njive  right  to  legislate,  there  can  be.no  other 
rule  than  her  legislation.  In  order  (o  illostrale 
this  ca^e,  suppose  good  votes  should  be  offered 
af(er  (he  expiration  of  the  time  within  nhicb  the 
election  was  direc(ed  to  be  held  by  Stale  laws, 
will  it  be  contended  that  this  House  would  bavea 
right  to  direct  (hem  to  be  received?  Ortbatthe 
Constitutional  rights  of  tbe  House  would  be  im- 
paired  by  beiog  obliged  lo  respect  tbe  regulations 
of  a  Slate  as  to  the  lime,  place,  and  manner  of 
holding  elections?  Just  so  as  to  returns.  The 
Constitutional  right  of  the  House  to  judge  of 
ihem  i'r  noi  impaired  because  a  rule  of  judging  is 
prescribed  by  another autborli v.  Nothing  is  more 
commou  than  this;  it  is,  in  deed,  a  leading  fea- 
ture in  all  the  political  iustiluiions  of  the  IJoiied 
Slates.  The  power  to  judge  being  vested  in  one 
body,  and  tbe  prescription  of  the  rule  in  another. 
All  of  our  political  writers  have  considered  thia 
.s  one  of  the  most  important  features  in  our  to- 
tiiutions.  If  we  can  dispense  in  this  instaucv 
mh  the  time  fixed  for  receiving  returns,  we  maT 
ispense  with  S(ale  reguladona  in  other  cases.  If 
re  can  dispense  with  one  rule,  we  can  dispense 
with  all ;  and  while  (he  States  are  constiiutiooal- 
ly  filing  rules,  we  moy  he  dispensing  with  them — 

conclusion  a(  which  common  sense  revoUs. 

Wi(h  regard  to  the  prevalence  of  (he  will  ex- 
pressed by  a  raajorily  df  (he  good  voies  given,  it 
was  observed,  ibai  that  could  be  only  ascertained 
by  some  legal  provision,  and  that  the  only  waf  of 
gnarding  it  l>om  abuse  was  to  preterve  t^  lam 
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of  tha  Sine  iD:rtolale;aDdtlutallhaugb  in  tome 
kw  iDsUDCes  a  rigid  adhercDce  to  ihem  might  be 
productive  of  some  hardnhip,  yet  in  ils  general 
eAeci*  it  would  be  productive  of  much  gr«ai?r 
good ;  and.  it  was  added,  ibat  that  species  of  rea- 
soniog  was  as  Dorel  as  unnound,  whioh  went  to 
ptottei  the  rights  of  the  ciiiz«Da  of  a  Slate  by 
pco«{raiiDi[  the  laws  made  to  teeure  ihem. 

Ta  show  that  the  law  of  Georgia,  limiting  the 
time  wiibia  which  votes  should  be  received,  was 
obligatory  upon  the  House,  ao  elaborate  argU' 
neat  was  gone  into  to  prove,  by  a  miauie  dissec- 
tion of  the  CoDstituiioD,  that  inasmoch  at  all 
powers  not  expressly  given  to  the  Gkueral  Qov- 
efcmeDi  were  reserved  to  the  people  of  the  Stales, 
aad  inasiDuch  as  the  only  power  speoi6eally  given 
reiaied  to  the  time,  place,  and  manoer  of  bold- 
img  eleclions,  and  not  to  the  time,  plaee,  and  mao- 
net  of  maluDg  returns,  no  such  power  resided  in 
Congress. 

FtoiB  all  this  reaaoningit  waa  eoncended,  that 
tbotigh  the  House  had  a  right  to  jadge  of  the  le- 
taras  of  its  members,  that  right  must  be  exer- 
cised in  obedience  to  the  rules  fixed  bjr  the  State 
of  Oeotgia,  which  constitutiooall^  possessed  the 
power  of  prescribiDg  ibem,  and  ibat  they  must 
be  considered  as  conclusive,  unless  revoked  or 
modified  bp  Congress. 

The  friend*  of  the  report  remarked  thai  the 

ewer  of  the  Home  on  this  subject  was  rested 
that  part  of  the  ConstitntioB  which  declares 
ibtt  "each  House  ahall  be  the  judge  of  the  elec- 
tioBs,  returns,  and  qDelifieaiions  of  its  own  mem- 
b«s;"and  that  this  power  was  distinct  from  that 
which  gave  ultimately  to  the  LegislHlure,  in  case 
they  saw  fit  to  exercise  it,  the  power  of  determi- 
ning the  time,  place,  and  manner  of  holding  elec- 
tions. The  words  "judging  of  returns,"  were 
comprebensive,  uuresiricted,  and  inclusive  of  ev- 
ery step  iocidenial  to  makiog  returns.  The  power 
could  not  be  confined  to  the  mere  judging  of  the- 
antbeoiicily  of  the  certificate  of  the  returning 
officer,  as  that  wonld  be  nugatoiy.  It  must  lik»- 
wise  include  the  mauier  in  wbich'the  vateawere 
counted  in  districtn;  the  manner  in  which  they 
ware  ttaowaiitted ;  the  place  appointed  for  reeeir- 
iog  them,  and  tbe  ascartaioing  of  their  aggregate 
nambet.  U  had  been  trnly  said,  ihat  where  the 
businea*  of  declion  ceases,  that  of  the  returns  be- 
oto  ;  which,  therefore,  must  be  considered  as  em- 
brvcing  everything  after  the  Totea  were  given. 
A*  soon  MB  an  election  terminates,  the  candidate 
is  elected,  the  only  thing  remaining  is  to  aacer- 
tain  the  result,  and  ibis  is  done  by  the  returns 
made.  What,  then,  is  the  right  of  this  House  to 
]«dgeT  According  to  gentlemen,  they  have  not 
a  right  to  judge  oT  the  certificate  of  the  officers 
of  Qeorgia ;  they  have  not  a  right  to  judge 
ibe  votes  are  transmitted;  but  of  all  this 
OoTcmor  is  to  judge,  under  a  law  of  Qeo^ia. 
But  such  a  l^w  would  be  a  mere  nullity,  as  it 
would  be  in  direct  opposition  to  the  words  of  the 
Caaaiii(itH>B.  which  gives  to  this  House  ihe«ntire 
ricbtoljudjiDgof  the  returna  of  its  members.  The 
bat  WM  that  the  law  of  Oeorgia  could  only  be 
eoaaidercd  u  consuiOli^  tkc  OovenuH  tha  or- 


gan of  information  to  this  House,  which, is  ihe 
only  tribunal  to  nbicb  the  returns  can  ultimately 
be  made.     So  conBidering  the  subject,  there  was 

reason  for  the  remark,  thai  the  principle  con- 
tained in  the  report  went  to  set  aside  ihe  law  of 
Georgia.  Should  the  power  of  the  House  in  Ibis 
case  be  denied,  it  would  prevent  ui  from  investi- 
gating any  case,  however  characterized  by  fraud, 
and  would  prostrate  at  the  feet  of  an  Executive 
officer,  the  power  so  guardedly  bestowed  on  each 
House.  It  b  inquired  whether  we  will  set  aside 
'  e  law  of  GeoTflia  by  the  decision  we  are  about 

make ;  but  it  does  not  fallow  that  the  adoption 
of  the  report  will  have  this  eSvct.  The  law  of 
Georgia  says  that  the  Governor  shall  count  the 
votes  received  at  a  certain  day;  but  it  does  not 
say  that  the  House  shall  not  count  those  received 
afterwards.  Wk,  in  fact,  then,  carry  into  8,&ct 
ibe  law  of  Geor||ia  as  far  at  it  goes,  wai  only  in 
case  of  a  failure,  supply  the  deficiency.  Could 
there  be  a  doubt  of  the  principle  assumed  in  the 
report,  it  would  be  removed  by  a  denial  uf  it  giv- 
ing the  power  to  any  petty  officer  of  the  Slate, 
by  supprersiog  the  rotes,  to  deprive  the  member, 
legally  eleaied,  of  his  seat.  Would  this  be  a  just 
principle  7  Is  it  not  uur  principle  that  a  majority 
shall  govern?  And  isit  not  strange  tossy  that  a 
'Slate  shall  have  the  right  of  violating  such  » 
principle? 

With  regard  to  a  return,  it  mi^ht  impdy  two 
thiogH ;  the  original  certificate  ot  the  prcsidioe 
officer  in  each  election  dielrici,  and  the  general 
certificate  of  the  whole  eleeiion,  the  several  parU 
of  whioh  were  held  in  difi'erent  place*.  It  was 
necessary  that  these  several  eeriificates  should  be 
examined  by  sohie  general  authortty.  As  a  mat- 
ter, therefore,  of  oecesaity,  some  authority  must 
reside  in  the  States  lo  count  up  the  whole  num- 
ber of  votes,  and  to  certify  the  persons  elected. 
This  power  was  vested  in  different  ways  in  the 
several  Sutes.  Whoever  exercised  it  could  be 
only  considered  as  the  certifying  officer,  whose 
certificate  was  not  a  decision,  hoE  simply  a  re- 
ttirn.subieet  tothe  control  of  this  House,  whioh - 
is  made  by  the  Constitution  the  judge  of  iu  The 
Constitution  savs  the  House  ate  to  judge  of  the 
returns.  Can  tbeee  returnt^  iberefore,  be  conclu- 
sive end  binding  upon  ihe  House?  If  so,  the 
power  of  judging  is  altogether  nugatory.  If  we 
cannot  go  out  of  the  returns,  and  judge  of  any- 
thing sot  In  them,  we  cannot  be  said  to  posses* 
Bily  power  over  ihem.  But  the  words  of  the 
Coostitulion  are  precise;  giving  the  unrestricted 
power  to  judge.  The  Houm  then  may  reeeire 
oihehevidenee  lo  satisfy  them  than  that  found  on 
the  face  of  the  retarns,  and  on  such  evidence  may 
either  allow  th«t  which  is  not  in  them,  or  disal- 
low that  which  is.  A  ease  has  been  put  of  vote* 
received  in  contravention  of  a  Stale  law,  after 
the  time  fixed  for  receiving  them,  and  il  has  been 
said  that  these  votes  ou^t  not  to  be  received. 
Wbyl  Because  the  time  of  boldine  election* 
beinr  expressly  vested  in  the  State  Legislature^ 
in  the  first  instance,  and  Congress  not  having' 
changed  the  prescribed  litne,  the  State  regulaiioa 
mnaipnrail.    But  Ut  the  ca«e  be  pnrsuedfur- 
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ther.  Suppose  such  voles  are  not  onJjr  receired, 
but  iacluded  in  reiuros  made  to  ibe  Governor,  bi 
is  noi  to  judge  of  tbe  legality  of  the  votes  giwtn 
the  State  law  onlv  directs  him  (a  count  up  ihi 
Toies  reluroed ;  whetherlhr^  ought  or  ought  no 
to  be  received  he  canool  jndge.  Of  (his  thi 
Houseis  the  judge.  Hecaaoot  leceive  evidence 
out  of  the  returns;  be  therefore  coanU  u^  the 
TOtea,  proclaims  the  person  having  (he  highest 
nundber  and  -tbe  returos  are  forwarded  (o  this 
body.  They  are  in  due  form;  but  votes  appear 
to  be  admitted  wbicb,  by  the  law  of  Georgia, 
ought  not  ID  hare  b'teo  admitted.  Is  the  House 
concluded  by  ibis  return  1  Are  they  not,  on  ' 
contrary,  empower^  to  go  oo(  of  it,  and  ree 
evidence  of  the  fact  that  such  i[D))TOper  votes 
were  admitted  7    No  one  will  deny  it.    Farther: 

Xose  the  presiding  officer  to  have  refused  votes 
ad  in  tinte;  suppose  he  had  refused  all  the 
▼otes  given  for  a  candidate  in  several  counties, 
tbe  Qovernor  could  not  pay  any  attention  to  these 
votes,  for  his  certificate  must  be  founded  ezclu- 
siuelv  on  the  voteis  returned  (o  him.  He  would 
be  oDiigei),  (herefore,  (o  certify  as  duly  elected, 
tbe  person  baving  the  highest  number  of  such 
voles,  aUbough  it  might  be  proved  that  tbe  sup- 
pressed votes,  if  counted,  would  bare  given  the 
highest  number  to  another  candidate.  Could  not 
the  House,  in  this  case,  go  out  of  (he  returns  of 
the  Governor,  and  allow  tbe  votes  (airly  givett  to 
be  cuuQied  1  Is  the  election  to  be  affected  by  such 
omission  iirn^lecfl  Clearly  not.  In  (he  pres- 
ent case,  the  voles  in  question,  according  (o  (he 
law  of  Georgia,  were  lawfully  given,  and  ought 
to  have  been  Te(urned.  Had  (hat  law  been  ob- 
served (hey  would  have  been  returned.  In  one 
napect  only'  was  there  a  neglect  of  it.  Can  that, 
then,  be  satd  to  be  a  violation  of  (be  law  of  Geor- 
gia, which  consists  in  giving  effect  to  its  provis- 
ions where  (hey  have  failed  to  be  observed  1  The 
great  principle  io  judging  of  elections,  ougbt  to 
be,  thM  the  will  of  the  people,  fairly  expressed, 
shall  jgorero.  And  that  construction  of  (he  Con- 
stituttou  and  laws  of  the  United  States  ought  to' 
prevail,  which  consists  in  giving  effect  to  good 
votes,  rather  than  destroying  them.  This  is  the 
principle  of  (he  report.  The  adoption  of  a  boa- 
tile  principle  would  be  to  Bacrificetheauhstaooe 
of  election  to  its  mere  shadow. 
The  suggestion  that  the  principle  of  (he  re- 

e>n  is  calculated  to  alarm  the  jealousy  of  (be 
lates  is  ideal.  The  judgioe  of  (he  election  of 
members  is  a  joint  authority,  residins  in  the 
States  io  the  first  instance,  and  ultimately  fn  this 
House.  If  the  controlling  power  does  not  reside 
here,  it  resides  no  where — there  is  a  blank  in  the 
Government.  It  cannot  reside  io  Georgia,  for 
tbe  power  is  not  concurrent,  and  if  not  here,  the 
Stares  must  inevitably  submit  to  every  irregular- 
ity that  may  be  practised  by  subordinate  agents. 
It  has  been  said  (ha(  the  law  of  G^irgia  is  in 
force,  but  it  can  have  no  force  at  the  ezpease  of 
the  CoQsiituiionftl  power  of  the  House.  But  was 
that  law  complied  with  1  If  so,  the  present  con- 
teat  would  not  exist. 
It  was  true  that  the  great  prineiple  waaa  looad 


one  which  separates  Executive,  Legislative,  and 
Judicial  power.  This  might  be  an  argumeot  Ibr 
the  institution  of  a  special  (ribunal  for  (be  trial 
of  contested  elections,  but  it  is  an  abundant'aa- 
swer  to  show  thai  this  has  not  been  done;  but 
that,  on  (be  contrary,  (be  Constitution  of  the 
General  Goverament,  as  well  as  the  constitutions 
of  the  eeveral  States,  have  made  the  legislative 
bodies  judges  of  the  elections  of  their  neniberB. 

In  the  course  of  tbe  dixcnssion,  various  prece- 
dents were  quoted  from  the  Journals  of  tbe  Honse, 
some  of  which  were  considered  as  applicable  to 
one  side,  and  some  as  applicable  to  the  other  side 
of  the  question  at  issue;  but,  on  a  full  examina- 
tion of  (hem,  tbey  shed  so  faint  a  tight  on  the 
subject  (bat  we  have  considered  it  unnecessujr 
to  notice  tbem. 

The  yeas  and  uays  were  theo  taken  on  the  firat 
member  of  the  resolution  submitted  by  the  Com- 
mitteeof  Elections,  viz:  ■- That  Cowleb  Mbid, 
returned  to  this  House  as  a  member  thereof  for 
the  State  of  Georgia,  is  not  entitled  to  a  seat."— 
Yeas  68,  nays  53— as  follows : 

Ysia — Isaac  Anderson,  John  Archer,  David  Bard> 
Joseph  Barker,  Burwell  Basset,  George  M.  Bedinger, 
SUas  Betton,  B«ms.bss  Bldwell,  Phsnuel  Bishop,  Juho 
Blake,  jun.,  Thomu  Blount,  Robert  Brown,  Joserit 
Bryan,  Villism  Butler,  Geor^  W.  Campbell,  John 
Chaodler,  Maitin  Chittenden,  John  Claiborne,  Joseph 
Claj,  John  Clopten,  Prednidi  Conrsil,  Jseob  Crowft- 
insbield,  Samuel  W.  Dana,  John  BKWSon,  James  EUioti 
Ebenezer  Elmer,  John  W.  Eppea,  William  Findlaj, 
James  Fisk,  Joba  Fowler,  James  M.  CHmett,  Edwin 
Gray,  Aa^iew  Gregg,  Silis  Hslsey.  John  Hamilton, 
Jsmes  Holland,  David  lloliiies,  Jaba  G.  Jscksra,  Wal- 
ler Jones,  nehemisb  Knight,  Joseph  Lewis,  jun.,  Jo- 
siah  Masters,  Nicholas  R.  Moore,  John  Morrow,  Gnr- 
don  S.  Mumronl,  Thaiass  Newton,  jun.,  Gideon  Olin, 
John  Randolph,  Thomsi  M.  Randulpb,  John  Rea  of 
Pennijrrania,  Jacob  Richards,  Thomas  Sam  moos, 
Thomas  Bandford.  Martin. G.  Sdiunemsn,  Ebeneier 
Seaver,  John  Smifie,  O'Brien  Smith,  Samuel  Smith, 
Joeeph  Stanton,  Thomas  W.  Tbompion,  Abran  Trigg, 
Killian  K.  Van  Reossetser,  John  B.  Vamam,  Matthew 
Walton,  Robert  WhiteUll,  Maimsdake  Williama,  Al- 
exander Wilson,  and  Joseph  Winston. 

Nats— Willis  Alston,  jon.,  James  M.  Broom,  John 
Boyle,  Levi  Casey,  Matthew  Clay,  George  Olintoa.jaa., 
Orchard  Cook,  Richard  Cutts,  Eira  Daiby,  John  Dav- 
enport, jun.,  EUas  Earie,  Peter  Barlj,  Caleb  Ellis,  Wil- 
liam Ely,  Peterson  Goodnyn,  IsaiaJl  L.  Green,  Wil< 
Ham  Helma,  DsviJ  Hough,  James  Kelly,  Tbomsa  Ken- 
an, Michael  Leib,  Hanry  W.  Livingston,  Patridt  Ha- 
gruilfr,  Robert  Marion,  David  Meriwethsr,  Jeremiah 
Morrovr,  Jonathan  O.  Mosely,  Jeremiah  Nelson,  Rogei 
Neleon, Timo(by  Pitkin. jun.,  John  Pugh,  Josisb  Quin- 
ej,  John  Rhea  of  Tenncasee,  John  Russel,  Pater  Saillj, 
Jam«B  Sloan,  John  Cotton  Smith,  Henr;  Southard, 
Richard  Stanford,  Lewis  B.  Sturgcs,  Ssmuel  Taggsit, 
Bgnjamio,  Tallmadge.  Samuel  Tanney,  David  Thomss, 
UK  Tracy,  Philip  Van  Cortlandt,  Dani"!  C.  Verplanck, 
Peleg  WadatrOTth,  John  Wbitehjll,  Elipbalet  Wiekes, 
David  R.  WilUaiBs,  Natban  Williams,  and  Tbomas 
Wjnns. 

The  question  was  then  put  that  the  Honse  do 
agree  with  the  Oommiitee  of  the  whole  Huuee  to 
the  second  and  lastmemher  of  thesaid  tesolution, 
in  the  woeda  following,  to  wit : 
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"And  ttut  ThomM  Sfnlding  ■■  aotitlad  to  »  Mtt 
tbii  HouM,  w  ■  RcpreaenUtive  of  (li«  State  or  Georgia 

Aod  resolred  ia  the  affirmaiire— jreaa  66,  Days 
S3,  M  follow* : 

Viia — lame  AoderaoD,  John  Ardicr,  David  B*ri], 
Jowpb  Barter,  Barwall  Baaaet,  Qeorfe  M.  Bedinger, 
Barnabaa  Bidwell,  Phanuel  Bi^un,  J^in  Blaka,iuii., 
Tbomaa  Blomit,  Robert  Bionii,  JoKph  Bryan,  Wit- 
Bau  Bntlei,  Georg«  W.  Cimplnll,  John  ChudlM, 
Mtrtiii  CbittandeiiiJohii  Claiborne,  Joaaph  Ct*y,  John 
Cloptou,  Finderick  Conrad,  Jacob  Urowninahielil,  John 
DawDon,  Jemo  £l][ot,  Ebeneur  Elmer,  John  W.  Gp- 
pe>,  William  Pindley,  Jamet  Fi>k,  Jobn  Fonlar.  James 
M.  Garnett,  Edwin  Graj,  Andrew  Gregg,  Bila*  Haliiey, 
Jdbn  Hamilton,  James  Holland,  David  Holmes,  John 
G.  Jackaon,  Waller  Jonei,  Nehemiah  Knight,  John 
Lambert,  Joseph  Lewu;  jun^  Jotiah  Mailet*,  Nlcholu 
K.  Moore,Jolm  Morniv,  Gurdon  8.  Mamford, Thomas 
Nevton.Jun.,  Gideon  Oltn,  John  Randolph,  Thomaa 
M.  Randolph,  John  Rea  of  Pennsylranie,  Jacob  Rich- 
•tda,  Thomas  Sammoaa,  Thomas  Sondford,  Martin  G. 
Schnneman,  Ebeneter  SeaTCr,  John  Smilie, 'O'Brien 
Smith,  Samnel  Smith,  Joaeph  Stanton,  Abr^m  Trigg, 
Killian  K.  Van  Rannelaer,  Joaeph  B.  Vamnm,  Mat- 
thew Walton,  Robert  Wbitebill,  Matmadoke  Willkmi, 
Aiuander  Wilson,' and  Joseph  Winston. 

NAia— Willi.  Alaton,  jun.,  Jaine*  M.  Broom,. John 
Bojple,  Levi  Casey.  Matthew  Clay,  George  Clinton,  iun.. 
Orchard  Cook,  Richanl  Cutta,  Eira  Darby,  Jcdui  Dav- 
enport, Jan.,  Eiias  Earle,  Peter  Early,  Caleb  Ellis,  WU. 
bain  Bl;,  Peteraon  Goodwyn,  laaUh  L.  Green,  Wil- 
lisiti  Helma,  James  Kelly,  Thomas  Kenan,  Michael 
Leih,  Henry  W.  Livingston,  Patrick  Magnider,  Robert 
Marion,  David  Meiinetber,  Jeremiah  Morrow,  Jona- 
than O.  Moselj,  Jeremiah  Nelson,  Roger  Nelson,  Tim- 
othy Pitkin,  jun.,  John  Pugh,  Joaish  Quincy,  John 
Rhea  of  Tennessee,  John  Rnasei,  Peter  Sailly,  James 
Sloan,  John  Cotton  Smith,  ilenry  Southard,  Richard 
Stanford,  Lewis  B.  Stnrges,  SaOiuel  Taggart,  Beiya^ 
nin,  Tallmadge,  Samnel  Tennev,  David  Thomas,  Uri 
Tney,  PhiRp  Van  Cortlandt,  Daniel  C.  Verplandi, 
Peleg  Wadiworft,  John  Whitelull,  EliphaJel  Wickes, 
David  B  WiBUms,  Nattian  Williama,  and  Thomas 
Wjnoa. 

WberenpoD,  the  said  Thomas  SpAtniiia  took 
his  seat  in  the  Hoo»,  ai  a  RepresentattTe  Tor  the 
Slate  ofOforvia;  (he  oath  to  nupporl  the  Comti- 
tDiioD  of  tbfc  United  States  being  Brat  administer- 
ed to  him  by  Mr.  Speaker,  according  to  law. 

Tbdrbday,  December  26. 

The  House  reiolred  itself  into  a  Commiltee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Edward 
Toppan,  Oeorge  Jeokios,  and  William  Currier. 

Tne  bill  wan  reptwied  without  amendmMii  and 
ordered  to  be  engrossed,  and  read  the  third  time 


Mr.  FiNDLET,  from  the  Comniittee  of  EleMions, 
to  wtioro  it  was  referred  to  eiamtne  the  certiG- 
eaiea  aad  other  credentials  of  ibe  members  reiuni- 
td  lo  serve  io  this  Hduh,  made  a  report,  in  part, 
tberenpoo  ;  4hich  waa  read  and  ordered  to  lie  on 
thetaUe. 

The  Commiltee  of  the  Wholn  House  lo  whom 
wa*  commtiied,  on  the  seventeentli  iaslant,  the 
rroort  of  the  Committee  of  Claims  on  a  petition 
M  the  ercur  of  the  late  United  Btstea'  ftigaie  Phil- 


adelpbia,  were  diseharged  from  the  consideraiioo 
thereof;  and  the  peiitionera  had  leave  to  with- 
draw their  petition. 

GENERAL  EATON. 
The  House  resulved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  on  the  report  of  the  select  commiltee 
to  wjiam  had  been  recommitted  the  resolution 
respecting  William  Baroa,  Esq. 
.The  original  resoluiioti  is  iit   the  following 

Ruohtd,  by  the  Senate  and  Heuee  of  R^Httertia- 
lira  oflht  United  Statu  of  America  in  Congittt  tu- 

abkd.  That  the  President  of  the  United  Slates  be 

juested  to  present  a  sword,  in  (be  ^ame  of  Congresi, 
to  William  Eaton,  Goquirs,  as  a  leslimany  of  the  high 
sense  entertained  of  his  gallantry  and  good  conduct  in 
leading  a  small  band  of  oiu  catintrymerii  and  othera, 
throDgh  the  desert  of  Lybia,  on  an  eipedilion  against 
Tripoli,  m  conjunction  with  the  ex-Buhaff  of  that 
Regency ;  defeating  the  Tripolilan  army  at  Deme, 
widi  the  asBistance  of  a  small  part  of  the  Naval  force 
of  the  United  States,  and  contribnting  thereby  to  a 
•ocraasfiil  termination  af  the  war,  end  the  reitortltioa 
of  onr  captire  feUow-dtizens  to  liberty  and  their 
conDtry. 

The  aelect  committee  recommended  amending 
it  by  GobsiitutiuE  "b  eold  medal  with  suitable  de- 
vices," in  lieu  of  '■  sword."  and  striking  out  the 
word  "  at,"  and  inserliog  in  its  room,  "  taking  the 

On  B^reeiDg  to  the  first  amendment: 
Mr.  J.  Cl«>Y  eaid  he  was  far  from  wishing  lo 
derogate  from  the  merits  of  Mr.  Eaton.  On  the 
conirary,  no  maa  was  more  ready  lo  bestow  the 
reward  his  gallant  and  good  conduct  merited. 
"jt  when  be  consulted  the  Joarnals  of  Congress, 
id  found  that  only  three  medals  had  beeu  con- 
ferred during  the  whole  period  of  the  RevolutioQ- 
ary  war,  in  which  our  liberties  and  indepeDdenee 
had  been  achieved,  and  considered  tlie  occasioDS 

iiled  to  the  same  es- 
iiional  gratitude.-  He  could  not,  for 
lider  the  taking  of  Deme  as  equal  in 
importance  to  the  capture  of  Cornwallis.  lu  the 
more  recest  tase  of  Captain  Decatur,  Congress 
had  only  given  a  sword,  though  that  officer  had 
earried,  captured,  and  burnt  the  frigtite  Philadel- 
phia, and  Was  afterward  the  Brat  man  who  look  a 
gunboat  from  the  enemy;  which  exploits  were 
aeoompanied  by  ex'ertions  such  as  have  scarcely 
bees  precedenled  io  similar  circumstances.  For 
all  this,  Congress  conferred  i  nwotd  only.  Mr. 
C.  said,  he  believed  that  there  had,  in  this  instance, 
been  as  much  gallantry  and  good  conduct  dia* 
jilnyed  as  iu  the  cai^e  now  before  the  Committee. 
He,  therefore,  tbcught,  the  reward  bestowed  in  iJie 
one  CBS«  would  be  adequate  to  the  other.  For 
these  reasoOR,  he  should  be  obliged  to  vole  againjit 
tbeamendnient. 

Mr.  J.  Randolph  rose  loeipress  his  coincidence 
of opiuion  with  the  eentleman  from  Pennsylvaais. 
That  rewards  should  be  proportioned,  not  only  CO 
iheeierlioDsor  those  claiming  them,  but  lo  the 
dignity  and  imponaace  of  the  achievement  which 
drew  them  forth,  wat  not  lets  ime  than  thaliiierit 
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H.  opR. 


Qentral  Eaton, 


DecBMBtB,  ISeS. 


•hould  be  encoiiraced  whererer  U  mighi  ■pp«ar. 
I  believe, sir, >ard  Mr.  R.,  thai  ihegeouemao  wlio 
ia  the  ohjeci  or  this  resolution  vould  iofinilely 
prefer — I  have  not  the  pleasure  of  his  acquaint- 
ance— I  judge  of  his  fcdinga  by  mf  own — 1  ata 
persuaded  that  he  would  eel  a  far  greater  value 
upon  any  testimony,  however  small,  of  iheiiaao- 
Itnotis  apnrobation  of  this  House,  than  on  the 
highest  loVeo  of  applause  which  a  bare  majority 
couh)  give  bim.  For  this  reason,  I  regret  that  the 
mover  of  the  resoiuiioD  bai>  changed  a  course  in 
'which  all  seeiiiFd  disposed  to  follow  him,  for  one 
-which  so  many  were  likely  to  disapprove.  ItlUs 
teeo  stated  that  but  three  orfour  medals  had  been 
struck  daring  the  RevolutioDary  war;  onej  I 
believe,  for  Saracoga.  another  for  the  capitulation 
of  York;  a  third,  perha^  upon  thai  occasion, 
more  august,  when  the  Commander-iD-Cbief  of 
OUT  Armies  came  lo  resign  into  the  bands  of  the 
civil  authority  that  loitiiary  power  with  which  be 
bad  beeik  intrusted  for  the  salvation  of  his  coun- 
try. I  have  always  understood  that  medals  wer« 
Btrujk,  not  so  muah  in  complimeot  to  an  individ- 
ual, as  to  commemorate  some  great  Dational  event, 
ana  we  are  now  called  upon  to  commemorate  (he 
great  national  event— of  what,  sir  1  A  skirmish 
between  a  few  of  our  counirymen  and  B  handful 
of  uudisciplioed,  balf-nrmed  barbarians.  As  this 
qaesiioD  is  rather  a  subject  of  taste  and  feeling 
than  of  argument,  I  shall  not  irouhk  the  Cum- 
tniltee  upon  it,  flirtber  than  to  suggest  that  there 
is  a  true  and  faUesublime  in  politics  as  well  as  in 
poetry,  and  that,  by  attempting  to  aoai  too  high, 
we  shall  only  plunge  into  bathos. 

Mr.  Blowbll.— I  agree,  generally,  in  the  prin- 
ciple assumed  by  the  gentlemao  from  Penosylra- 
niaand  the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  with  regard 
to  the  apportionment  of  rewards  to  the  degree  of 
merit,  and  the  importance  of  the  act  pertormed. 
When  (be  subject  now  under  co&aideralioB  first 
occupied  our  atleution,  it  appealed'  to  me  that  a 
awurd  was  the  proper  symbol  by  which  to  aipress 
the  national  gratitude  ;  but,  on  moie  mature  re- 
flection, 1  have  formed  a  contrary  eoncluUMi. 
The  preseniaiioo  ofa  sword  would  appaar  tobe 
more  appropriate  to  aerrices  merely  military, 
while  a  medal  ia  more  charecterinic  of  Eeivfce* 
of.  a  mixed  (mature,  perfurmed  with  some  frreal  ob- 
ject in  view.  The  achierement,  which  is  the 
object  of  the  preaent  resolution,  is  not  merely  mil- 
itary, but  partly  military  and  partly  diplomatic, 
A  awofd  would  not,  in  rank,  be  adequate  to  the 
enterprise  oreijual  to  the  service  performed.  This 
•errice  was,  in  a  great  measure,  voluntary.  An 
eipediiion  was  undertaken,  in  connexion  with  the 
ex-Bashaw  of  Tripoli,  and  with  the  tacit  consent 
of  our  GovetnmenL  Mr.  Eaion  commanded  the 
army  of  the  ex-Bashaw.  For  these  reasons,  it 
appears  to  me,  that  a  medal  is  more  appropriate 
as  emblematic.il  of  the  gratitude  of  the  countr 
than  a  aword  would  be.  In  point  of  exampli 
that  may  have  been  set,  [  shall  not  go  back  to  the 
Revolution,  to  inquire  into  the  distinctions  which 
may  have  been  then  made  in  rewarding  different 
degrees  of  merit.  On  a  late  occasioa,  we  hare 
Wen  A  medal  bestowed  on  CemmodOTc  PraUe. 


With  the  gentlemen  who  have  preceded  me,  I 
qgvee  that  unanimity  would  add  highly  to  the 
gratification  of  the  gentleman  wbo  is  the  object 
of  this  resolution,  and  it  would  be  certaiuly  high- 
ly graiifyine  to  me  as  friendly  lo  it.  I  am,  there- 
lore,  soTiy  that  an  unaaimous  'ote  is  not  likely  to 
obtain.  I  mereliK  rose  It)  state  the  reasons  whicb 
induced  me  to  raVy  the  motion  from  its  original 
ihape. 

At  the  request  of  Mr.  Stihtok,  ibe  reaolntjoit 
ionferring  a  gold  medal  oti  Captain  Trttiton  va> 
read: 

When  the  question  was  taken  on  airiking  out 

sword,"  and  inserting  a  "medal  of  gold  with 
uitabie  devices,"  and  passed  in  the  affirmaiire — 
ayes  56,  nays  St. 

:  The  Commtiiee  rose,  and  reported  their  anee- 
ment  to  the  report  of  the  select  committee,  wnicb 
the  House  immediately  took  into  coniideration. 

On  the  question  to  concur  with  the  Committee 
of  the  Whole,  in  the  amendment, 

Mr.  J.  Ci;AY  rose  to  expressahope  that  the  jfco- 
. .uneo-ia  the  majority  would  agree  to  conferring 
a  sword  instead  of  a  medal.  He  declared  hinueH 
as  anxious  as  any  gentleman  could  be,  to  bestow 
in  this  ease  a  proper  tribute  of  respect;  but  he 
could  not,  in  conscience  or  duty,  agree  to  award- 
ing a  medal,  and  he  felt  himself  under  the  aeeeB- 
sity  of  calling  for  the  yeas  and  nays. 

Mr,  JioKS OH.— Inasmuch  as  I  took  the  liberty 
of  expressing  my  approbation  of  the  amendment 
now  under  consideration,  when  this  subject  was 
previously  before  the  House,  and  am  now  of  the 
opinion  thai  it  ought  not  to  be  adopted,  I  think  it 
proper  briefly  to  assign  my  reasons  for  the  vote  I 
shall  give. 

On  a  former  occasion,  I  was  governed  by  a  seud- 
meat  of  feeliog,  having,  at  the  same  time  a  retard 
to  precedents,  without  taking  into  view  the  oaie 
of  Captain  Decatur.  Without  derogating  frc»m 
the  merits  of  others,  I  consider  his  merits  to  be 
■s  great  as  those  of  any  other  man.  I  am  of 
opinion  if  others  of  not  greater  merit  have  reeeiv- 
ed  higher  testimonials  of  reaped;  if  we  hara 
made  a  dblinciioB  between  men  of  equal  meri^ 
aud  assigned  to  subordinate  merit  the  same  ie- 
ward  as  lo  these  who  have  achieved  the  tiberif 
of  their  country,  it  is  lime  to  stop.  It  ia  extremelf 
delicate  to  compare  the  merits  of  particular  men, 
where  all  bave  deaerred  wcllof  their  country,  and 
deserve  its  respect  and  gratitude.  Aa  the  higheat 
meed  is  due  to  those  wbo  have  rendered  thegresU 
est  serviees  to  their  country,  we  ought  not  to  aa- 
soeiate  such  cases  wilh  those  of  a  lower  grade, 
because,  we  thereby  impair  the  testimonv  of  grat- 
itude and  respect  lo  justly  due  to  those  wbo 
achieved  our  liberty  and  indepeodeoce. 

Mr,  Vabnuh. — I  agree  that  every  expresaioo  of 
national  gratitude  ought  to  be  in  proportion  to  the 
services  rendered ;  but  I  do  not  agree  that  it  onght 
to  be  in  proportioD  to  the  rank  ol  tboae  who  per- 
formed them.  This  circumstance  ought  to  make 
DodiffervDce  in  the  return  of  gratitude;  of,  if  it 
did  make-a  difierenee,  it  oeght  to  dignify  raibei 
than  derogate  from  the  degree  of  merit.  There 
ahaullbeao  di&rcMC,  Kbeiher  the  objeot of  oui 
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the  United  Scales  three  years  since  ;  that  he  iheo 
formed  the  project  of  embarking  the  ex-Bashaw 
in  OUT  lervice ;  and,  by  a  jqnciioa  of  b  laod  Torce 
with  our  naval  armanient,  to  insnre  peace.  This 
project  w«9  thoDghc  by  many  chimerical,  yet  he 
wu  permitted  to  aRempt  ic  I  willaakif  a  greater 
enterprise  has  been  undertaken  by  any  general 
'whaierei  than  that  ezecDied  by  Eaton  t .  Look 
at  the  whole  of  the  trausactiou.  ttom  his  entering 
Egypt  to  his  ffoiitR  on  board  the  frigate.  Look 
at  the  eaterpriie  ne  planned !  I  do  not  uy  it 
ought  to  have  been  warmly  entered  into  by  the 
GaTemment;  but,  if  the  arrangenioati  he  had 
made  had  been,  supported  by  two  or  ikree  thoi>' 
nnd  men,  I  hare  not  a  doubt  but  they  would  have 
takeo  Trif^lii  perhaps  a  leas  number  would  have 
been  BufficieoL  The  PrwideatHy*:  "Thebaad 
'  HDder  BatoD,  and  tbeii  succeasftil  eaterpriae  on 
'  tbc  city  of  Derne,  conirihnted,  donblless,  to  the 
'  impresMOD  which  produced  peace."  Look  at 
tbe  aitoatioB  in  whiek  we  still  should  have  been 
bad  it  not  been  for  ibis  enterpriiiel  There  is 
noiking  to  juaiify  the  idea  that  ii  would  hare  been 
in  (he  power  ol  our  navy  to  reduce  our  enemy  to 
terms,  UDleta  by  the  co-oftcraiion  of  some  force 
OD  land.  X  believe  that  the  force  under  Baton 
kad  a  greater  efl^t  than  the  whole  fle«t  in  pro- 
dacioK  peace.  Yet,  if  we  cave  Preble  a  medal, 
for  wdieli  I  most  cheerfully  Toted,  by  whom 
peace  was  not  effected,  shall  we  refuse  the  same 
reward  to  Eaton,  who  accomplished  tbe  object  1 
I  do  not  believe,  since  our  existence  as  an  inde- 
pendent nation,  there  has  been  a  comparable  en- 
lerptise.  For  these  reasons,  I  trust,  the  amend- 
ment will  prevail. 

Mr.  Elher.— I  am  not  very  friendly  to  things 
of  this  kind  j  1  beliere  we  may  be  too  Uriah  in 
Stowing  them.  But.  if,  on  this  occasion,  there 
iito  be  aayihipg  funber  than  an  eaprusion  of 
the  high  sense  we  entertain  of  tbe  larviaea  ren- 
dered, a  medatani)  not  a  sword  is  the  proper  tes- 
timonial, or  this  gentlemen  will  be  convinced, 
by  attending  to  tbe  conduct  of  our  nation^  as  well 
as  that  of  o^er  nations,  A  sword  is  given  for 
tbe  display  of  brarery,  to  inferior  officer*^  or 
there  is  sometimet  given  a  brevet  commission. 
We  recollect  that,  on  the  storming  of  Stony 
Point,  General  Wayne  received  a  sword,  and 
thoM  who  headed  ihe  forlorn  hope  were  reward- 
edwilba  brevet  commission.  To  deserve  the  na- 
liooal  thanks,  it  is  necessary  to  eambine  success 
with  bravery.  A  medal  is  expressive  not  merely 
of  bravery,  but  of  bravery,  fortitude,  and  wisdom  ; 
to  merit  it,  tbere  sbould  be  a  combination  of  all 
tki«e.  Themere  taking  of  Derne,  therefore,  would 
not  alone  entitle  Eaton  to  great  praise;  bot,  if 
sreryibiDg  coaneoted  with  tbe  plan  aad  tbe  tuc- 
cesa  which  crowned  it,  be  taken  into  considera- 
tion, and  anything  other  than  thinks  are  bestowed, 
it  onght  to  be  a  medal.  If  "bword"  stood  in  the 
resoluiion.  I  should  be  against  it,  as  an  improper 
expresnioo  of  the  public  tentiment, 

Mr.  J.  RaNDoi^u  offered  ii  few  words  in  ex- 
planatioa,  apprebeuding  he  had  been  miiunder- 


/  the  gt 
Vabnuu.)  Ji  was  far  from  his  intention  ti 
that  reward*  should  be  apportioned  amongst  men 
according  to  rank.  With  that  gentleman,  he 
wirald  he  as  ready  to  acknowledge  merit  in  the 
private  sentinel  as  in  the  field  marshal.  It  was 
in  the  dignity  of  the  action,  its  importance  and 
value  to  the  community,  that  he  should  look,  not 
to  the  commission  of  him  who  performed  it.  Acts 
of  heroism  should  never  pass  nnheeded,  but  every 
day  did  not  produce  a  Coeies,  or  a  Mutius,  It  was 
to  preserve  some  proportion  between  the  reward 
and  the  nature  and  valOe  of  tbe  service  that  he 
opposed  tbe  resolution  in  its  oresent  shape.  He 
wished  the  Hoose  to  be  more  frugal  of  the  treas- 
ure of  public  applaiise;  it  was  more  precious  than 
that  which  all  seemed  ready  enough  to  guard.  In 
such  eases  it  was  always  safest  to  err  on  the  side 
of  economy.  Already  it  seemed  thai  a  sword, 
presented  in  tbe  name  of  the  nation,  was  held  too 
cheap  a  recompense  for  ordinary  professional  ser- 
vice. Where  was  this  to  end  1  The  utmost  pen- 
ury of  approbation  would  not  so  injure  the  tone  of 
public  sentiment  as  tbix  lavish  prodigality.  By 
oeing  too  niggard  of  praise,  enterprise  might  be 
repressed,  and,  in  many  instances,  merit  stifled  in 
the  germ ;  but,  loo  great  a  profusion  of  honors 
would  almost  coaven  them  intoadi.'grace.  would 
beget  an  overweening  vaniiy  fatal  to  real  great- 
ness. Every  man  wM  obtained  a  triflingadvan- 
tage  over  Ihe  enemy  wonld  conceive  himself  a 
Moreau  or  a  Nelson.  By  setting  up  this  transac- 
tion as  the  ne  phu  ultra  of  military  achievement, 
as  the  pillars  of  Hercules,  beyond  which  none 
may  preiend  to  pase,  we  did  more  to  check  the 
spirit  of  adventurous  enterprise  than  if  we  took 
no  notice  of  it  at  all.  Bat,  say  gentlemen,  the 
person  who  is  the  object  of  ibis  resolution  acted 
in  a  twofold  capacity,  civil  and  miliiary,  and  a 
sword  is  exclusively  appropriated  to  reward  mili- 
tary services.  But,  without  intending  a  ludicrona 
allusion,  if  the  genilemaa  had  acted  in  as  many 
capacities  as  Lady  Bouatifol's  butler,  it  wonld 
not  alter  his  opinion  a*  to  tbeoatnreand  value  of 
the  service.  If,  indeed,  there  was  such  a  potiti- 
eal  repulsion  as  the  gentlenfan  from  New  Jerser 
seemed  to  suppose,  between  a  medal  and  a  sworn, 
like  chemical  bodies,  having  no  affinity  to  each 
Other,  we  should  have  to  give  both  on  tbis  occa- 
sion, and  have  to  add  a  vote  of  thanks  as  a  basis 
in  which  (hey  might  unite.  Who  could  doubt 
that'arts  of  as  great  personal  prowess  had  been 
performed  on  obscure  occasions,  as  in  tbe  most 
important  enftagements,  and  yet  tbe  one  descrip- 
tion of  service  wai  generally  overlooked,  while 
the  other  was  liberally  rewarded. 

The  case  of  Captain  Truxtan  bad  been  cited; 
be  remembered  perfectly  to  have  voted  against 
it.  Of  Captain  Preble's  case,  he  had  no  distinct 
recollection ;  he  had  no  hesitation,  however,  in 
saying  that  tbe  exploit  of  Truxtun  was  a  more 
proper  subject  for  a  medal  than  the  present,  and 
rbat,  without  entering  into  any  Invidious  compar- 
ison of  Ihe  conduct  and  valor  of  the  respective 
parlies,  it  might  be  considered  in  the  light  of  a 
re  ma  I  table  national  event,  the  first  victory  of  an 
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iofitot  Dnvy  OTCT  an  Buropean  force,  ■□(■  ihat 
force,  roo,  saitl  lo  be  superior  lo  our  own.  Every 
Roman  history,  down  to  Ibe  Compeod  of  Guld- 
■miih,  had  recorded  ibeir  first  succeM  against  the 
CarthaKinian  fleet.  We  might  go  onnaviNbiog 
boBors  UDlil  (hose  who  wore  the  losignia  of  na- 
lional  gratitude  would  become  the  multitude,  and 
those  who  were  without  them  the  selfct  few.  He 
deprecated  this  waste  of  treasure,  which  wasral' 
liable  only  in  proportion  as  it  was  sparingly  used. 
He  hoped  it  would  be  more  carefully  husbaoded, 
for  he  feared,  unleae  we  rolreuched  iu  ibis  article 
of  ezpeose,  ibat,  while  we  boaeied  an  ovetfiow- 
ing  Treasuiy,  we  abould  become  bankrupt  is 

Mr.  V A BK CM. —Gentlemen  seem  lo  be  of  opin- 
ion that  a  medal  is  the  highest  testimonial  of  na- 
tiooal  gratitude.  1  think  differently.  Tbe  hieh- 
cst  disiLnctioD  ibBtcaa  be  bestowed,  is  the  thanks 
of  ibe  nation  ;  the  next  a  medal ;  and  ihe  last  a 
sword.     Genilemen  will   find   that  thi 


fair  in  a  very  different  light.  1  consider  it  of  great 
magnituds  and  naiioaal  importance.  I  coasider 
the  report  of  the  commiiiee  as  containing  nothing 
but  what  is  due  lo  the  merits  of  the  genileniaa 
who  is  [be  object  of  it.    We  know  that  the  Re- 

fpncy  uf  Tripoli  was  at  war  with  the  United 
(ales,  and  that  it  was  considered  necessary  lo  fl£ 
ODt  an  armament  lo  compel  that  Power  io  act  to- 
ward us  more  consistently  with  tbq  principles  of 
i'uitice.  In  the  course  of  the  operations  that  fol- 
owed,it  was  (hemisfo^(al^eofoneofou^nalio^al 
vessels  to  fall  into  the  bands  of  the  enemy,  and  uf 
ber  crew  to  be  taken  into  captivity.  Our  captive 
citizens  were  in  a  distressed  and  perilous  situa- 
tion, exposed  to  all  the  hazards  of  any  attempt 
thai  might  be  made.  An  operation  on  the  town 
of  Tripoli  was  conducted  in  a  gallant  manner  by 
Commodore  Preble.  On  that  ocGK.sion  be  not  only 
received  the  thanks  of  his  couniry,  which  genile- 
men  are  pleased  to  caJl  the  hichest  reward  in  its 
power  10  bestow,  hut  likewise  a  medal ;  nor  were 
the  services  be  rendered  on  that  occasion  too 
highly  applauded;  for  bis  conduct  was  brave aod 
gallant,  and  yei  he  did  not  effect  the  purpose  for 
which  ibe  enterprise  was  farmed.  Eaton  had 
displayed  talents  seldom  united  in  one  qaan.  He 
had  not  only  conceived  a  plan,  but  had  conducted 
it  with  a  degree  of  propriety  andrallanlry  seldom 
to  be  met  with,  and  which  the  PVesident  hai  re- 
cognised as  conducing  lo  the  conclusion  of  peace. 
Snch  services  were  not,  therefore,  of  an  ordinary 
or  trifling  nature,  but  of  a  high  grade  and  char- 
acter. I  take  tbe  enterprise  of  Eatan  to  be  a  great 
national  event.  The  United  Stales  were  engaged 
in  a  war  altended  with  great  expense,  and  many 
of  our  cilizena  were  in  captivity,  sufiering  great 
hardships.  Eaton  formed,  conducted,  and  carried 
a  plan  into  effci^t  for  the  restoration  of  peace,and 
the  release  uf  our  captive  countrymen.  If  ihis 
is  not  a  national  event  of  some  consideration, 
which  merits  the  gratitude  of  the  nation,  I  know 
not  what  is.  It  amounts  to  nothing  less  than  the 
obtaining  of  peace,  so  long  the  desire  of  tbe  Gov- 


ernment. For  these  reasons,  I  have  no  hesitation 
in  voiiogfor  the  amendment,  and  I  only  regret 
that  there  is  a  divisionof  sentiment  in  tbe  House. 

The  question  was  then  taken  by  yeas  and  nays 
on  the  amendment;  which  was  agreed  lo^yeas 
58.  nays  53,  as  folbws : 

Yiis — Willi*  Alstnn,  Jnnior,  Isaac  Andoaon,  Silaa 
Betton.BamsbasBidwcl),  PhaDueIBi>hop,JoluiBIaka, 
jun.,  James  M.  Braom,  John  Chandler,  Maitia  Cbit- 
tenilcn,  John  Claibwae,  Frederick  Connd,  Jacob 
Ctowninehield,  Richard  Cutis,  Samud  W.  Dana,  Jnhn 
DaTsnport,  Junior,  Peter  Early,  James  Elliot,  Caleb 
Ellis,  Ebenmer  Elmi,  Willism  Ely,  James  Fisk,  Ed- 
win Gray,  Andrew  Gregg,  tsaish  L.  Green,  John  Uam- 
ilton,  David  Hongh,  James  Kelij,  Thomas  Kenan, 
Nehemish  Knight,  Joseph  Lewis,  jnnior,  Hcnrf  W. 
Lirtngston,  Patrick  Msgnuler,  Jorish  Masters,  Jontt- 
thsn  O.  Moselj;  Jeremiah  Nelson,  Timolhj  Pitkin,  JTi., 
Jodah  Quincy,  John  RusnII,  'Martin  G.  Bcbuneman, 
Bbeneier  Seaoer.  John  Smilie,  John  Cotton  Smith,  Jo- 
seph Stanton,  Lswis  B.  Stnrges,  SaniDol  'J'aggBrt, 
Benjamin  Talhaadge,  Samuel  Tenney,  David  Thomaa, 
Thomas  W.  Thompson,  Uri  Tracy,  Kitlian  K.  Van 
ReDSsetaer,  Joaepfa  B.  Vsmum;  Daniel  C.  Verplanck, 
PeUtg  Wadswonh,  EUphslat  Wickes,  MarmadukM 
Williams,  Nathan  Wiiliams,  and  Joseph  Winston, 

Nats — John  ^eher,  Burwell  Baasel.  Omrga  M. 
Bedinger,  Thomas  Blonnt,  Robert  Bram,  Jowptl 
Bi^nn,  William  Butler,  George  W.  Campbell,  Joseph 
Clay,  Mstthen  Claj,  George  Clinton,  juii,,  Ezra  Daiby, 
John  Dawson,  Elias  Earle,  John  W.  Eppea,  WitlLua 
Findley,  John  Pawlei,  SiUs  Halsey,  William  Hcloia, 
David  Holme*,  John  O.  Jackson,  Walter  Jones,  John 
Lambert,  Michael  Leib,  Robert  Marion,  Darid  Meri- 
wether, Jeremiah  Morrow,  John  Morrow,  Gurdou  3. 
MuOibrd.  Roger  Nelson,  Thomas  Newton,  jr.,  Joseph 
H. Nicholson.  Gideon  Olin,  John  Fugh.  John  Randoljrit, 


Samnel  Smith,  Henry  Southard,  Thomas  Bpalding', 
Rkfaard  Stanfbrd,  Abram  Trigg,  Matthew  WalloB, 
Robert  Whilehia  David  R.  Williams,  Alasander  Wit- 
son,  sad  Thomas  Wynne. 

The  oiheramendmeDi  reported  by  the  Commit- 
tee of  the  whole  House,  to  strike  out,  in  the  said 
resolatioD.between  the  words '-Brm^'*aiid"Derae,'' 
the  word  "ai,"and  te  insert,  in  lieu  thereof,  the 
words  "and  taking  the  city  of,"  was  nptm  the 
qnesllon  pat  thereupon,  agreed  to  by  the  Hoase. 

Mr.  Stantoh  moved  lurther  to  amend  the  res- 
olution by  adding  the  fbllowing  words: 

"By  which  heroic  achiovementhe  ha*  shown  himself 
capaM*  of  uniting  infbrmitien  with  tdent,  reflection 
with  experience,  ahd  stratagem  liith  bravery." 

Tbis-amendmeni  was  disagreed  to — yeas  I,  nays 
101,  the  mover  alone  voting  for  it. 

Mr.  Smilie  expressed  bis  regret  that  on  a  suliject 
that  so  eminently  called  for  unanimity,  aod  on 
which  there  was  no  difference  of  opinion  aatotbe 
meritorious  services  of  Mr.  Eaton,  there  should  be 
such  a  diversity  wiih  regard  to  the  proper  tribute 
to  be  bestowed.  Considering  it  highly  deBimble 
that  the  resulutif^o,  before  it  received  a  final  vote, 
should  he  so  modified  as  to  unite  the  varying  opin- 
ions in  the  House,  he  maved  a  recommittnent  of 
it  to  a  select  cgmmittee. 
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In  this  motion  the  Hoose  coocunvd — yeas  57, 
nays,  55,  trben  the  reiotntion  was  recommitted  to 
the  same  committee  to  which  it  had  been  pre*!- 
ously  Teferred. 

Fbivat,  December  27. 

Two  other  members,  to  wit  i  Sa»H  Hattinob 
Mud  WiLLtAH  Stbdman,  from  Massac huaeics,  ap- 
peared, produced  iheir  credeniiaU,  wMe  qualified, 
and  took  their  seals  in  the  House. 

An  engrossed  bill  for  tberelief  of  Edward  Top- 
pan,  Qeor^  Jenltin*,  and  William  Currier,  was 
read  the  third  time,  and  panaed. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  to  proride  for  lighi-hMises 
in  Lous  Island  Soand,  and  to  declare  Roxbury, 
in  the  State  of  MaauchoBetU,  to  be  a  port  of  de- 
livery. Thebill  was  reported  wit)i out  ameDd men t 
and  ordered  to  be  eagroucd,  and  read  the  third 
time  on  Monday  next. 

Mr.  John  Cotton  Smith,  frofn  the  Committee 
of  CLaims,  to  whom  was  referred,  on  the  twelfth 
inatani,  a  resolution'to  inquire  whether  any  fur- 
tber  conipensaiioo  ought  to  be  allowed  lo  any  of 
the  collectom  of  the  direct  tax,  made  a  report 
thraeon ;  which  was  read,  and  committed  to  the 
Committee  of  the  whole  House  to  whom  was 
committed,  on  the  tenth  instant,  the  report  of  the 
Committee  of  Claims  on  the  petitions  of  William 
Mattock*  and  of  Haines  FrencL 

A  Message  was  reoeived  from  the  President  of 
the  United  Siaieik  transmitting  a  report  of  the 
Surveyor  of  the  Public  Buildrngs  at  the  City  of 
Washington,  on  tbe  subject  of  the  said  buildings, 
and  the  application  of  the  moneys  appropriated 
for  them ;  which  was  read  and  referred  to  Mr. 
Nelsok,  of  Maryland,  Mr.  Joreb,  Mr.  MAORDftBB, 
Mr.  Lewis,  and  Mr.  HAaTiitae. 

Ordered,  That  the  committee  to  whom  was  re- 
ferred, on  the  sixth  instant,  the  petition  of  the  Di- 
rectors aad  Agents  of  tlie  Ohio  Company,  be  dis- 
charged from  the  further  coasidaraiioa  thereof; 
and  that  the  said,  petition -be  referred  to  tbe  Cooo- 
miuee  on  the  Public  Lands. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Commitiee  of 
the  WbuleoD  tbereporlof  theCorantteeof  Ways 
and  Meauj,  to  whom  was  referred,  on  the  sixth 
instant,  tbe  petition  of  Anthony  Benezet,  and 
othera;  and,  after  some  time  spent  therein,  the 
Committee  rose  and  reported  progress. 

The  Honse  resolved  itwlf  into  a  Gommittee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  report  of  the  Committee  of 
ClaiiQa,  to  whom  was  referred,  on  the  fourth  in 
the  petiiioDS  of  William  Mattocks  and  Hail 
French ;  and,  to  which  committee  it  was  also 
ferred  toinquirewhe  tber  any  further  compensati 
ooghi  to  be  allowed  to  any  of  the  eollectoraof  tbe 
direct  tax ;  ani),  after  some  time  spent  therein,  the 
Cooiiaittee  rose  and  repotted  iworeiolutions  ibere- 
apon  ;  which  were  twice  read,  and,  agreed  to  by 
the  Hoiue,  aa  follows : 

"  BtMtttd,  That  the  prayer  of  the  patitiona,  rwpeo- 
tnalj,  onghl  not  to  ba  granted." 

"  itcMA>ei^  That  n«  liirther 


MoNDAT,  December  30. 

Another  member,  to  wit:  CnBiaTOPHEii  Clabk, 
from  VirKinia,  appeared,  produced  his  credentials, 

as  qualified,  and  took  his  seal  in  the  House. 

Rooked,  That  the  Committee  of  Commerce 
and  Manufactures  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  ereeiine  the  town  ofDarien,  on  the 
Altamaha  river,  in  tne  Stale  of  Qeorgia,  into  a 
port  of  entry. 

An  engrossed  bill  lo  provide  for  light-houses  in 
Long  Island  Bound,  and  todeclate  Roxbury,  in  the 
Slate  of  Massachusetts,  to  be  a  port  of  delivery, 
was  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

A  petition  of  sundry  purchasers  of  pubHc  lands, 
in  the  Staieof  Ohio,  and  in  the  Indiaoa  Territory, 
was  presented  to  the  House  and  read)  prayiogtbat 
farther  and  reasonable  lime  may  be  allowed  them 
to  make  payment  for  the  lands  by  them  respeciively 

Eurchased  ;  and  that  the  interest  doe  thereon  may 
e  relinquished.— Referred  to  tbe  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means. 

Amessagefrom  the  Senate  informed  the  Hotisa 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  a  bill,  eotiiled  "An 
act-to  regulate  the  layinr  out  and  making  a  road 
rromCnmberland.in  the  Stale  of  Maryland,  to  the 
Slate  of  Obin ;"  to  which  they  desire  the  concur- 
rence of  this  House.  The  Senate  have  passed  tbe 
bill,  eniiiled  "An  act  supplementary  to  tbe  act 
making  provision  for  thepaymenlofclaimB  of  cit- 
izens of  the  United  States  on  the  Oovemment  of 
France,  the  payment  of  which  has  been  assumed 
by  the  United  Slates,  by  vinue  of  tbe  convention 
of  the  thirtieth  of  April,  one  thousand  eight  hun- 
dred and  three,  between  tbe  United  Stales  and  the 
French  Republic,"  with  several  ameodcoems;  to 
which  they  desire  the  concurrence  of  this  House. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ments of  the  Senate  to  the  hilt  last  mentioned ; 
and  the  same  beipg  teverally  read  at  the  Clerk's 
table,  were  agreed  lo  by  the  House. 

Ordered,  That  the  committee  appointed  on  the 
iwelfih  instant,  to  whom  it  was  referred  "  lo  con- 
sider and  report  on  the  expediency  of  making  pro- 
vision by  law  for  tbe  application  of  tbe  money 
heretofore  appropriated  to  laying  out  and  making 
certain  public  roads,"  be  discnarged  therefrom. 

Mr.  Gaeoa  observed,  that  considerable  difficul- 
ties had  arisen  in  surveying  the  lands  in  Louis- 
iana, owing  to  omissions  m  the  law  passed  by 
the  last  Corigre<i8,  and  that  the  Committee  on 
Public  Lands  bad  received  a  letter  from  tbe  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury  representing  these  circum- 
stances and  Slating  the  necessity  of  legislative 
interposition.  Mr.  Q.  baviog  read  this  letter, 
asked  in  the  name  of  tbe  committee  and  obtained 
leave  to  present  a  bill  extending  ibe  powers  of  the 
Surveyor  General  to  the  Territory  of  Louisiana, 
and  for  oiher  purposes. 

The  bill  was  read  and  referred  to  a  Committee 
of  tbe  Whole. 

Tbe  bill  from  tbe  Senate  to  regulate  the  laying 
out  and  making  a  road  from  Oumberland,  on  the 
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Whole  OD  Thursday. 

[This  bill  authorizes  the  President  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  to  appoint  three  Commissionerg  lo  lay 
oat  a  toad  from  Cnmberland  on  the  Potomae  lo 
tbe  river  Ohio,  in  the  Bute  of  Ohio,  lo  be  four 
rods  is  width.  The  Com  mist  ioaers  are  directed 
tofoake  a  report  to  the  Preutleal  of  their  proceed' 
ingi,  as  well  u  the  expense  of  makioK  tha  road 
passable.  The  Frnidenl  i*  anthorieed  to  accept 
H  reject  the  report  in  wh(4e  or  part.  If  he  shall 
accept  it,  he  is  then  authorized  to  obtain  the  con- 
aeot  of  the  State*  through  vhich  the  [oad  may 
pMs ;  sad,  bBriiiK  obtained  such  consent,  to  make 
a  turnpike.  Fillr  thoasand  dollars  are  appro- 
priated, payable  firat  out  of  the  proceeds  of  the 
nBcrvatKa  frun  the  sale  of  lands  in  CAio,  and, 
aeeondty.  Out  of  the  Treasury  <y£  the  United 
States,  [he  lut  man  to  be  ehargeaUe  to  the  pre- 
ceding fund.3 

On  motion  of  Mr.  J.  C.  Smith,  the  Honse  went 
into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  report  of 
the  Gotnmittae  of  Claims  on  the  petition  of  Re- 
turn J.  Meigs,  in  favor  of  allowing  the  GoTeiaor, 
Judges,  and  Secretary  of  the  gorernment  of  ibe 
Territory  Northwest  of  the  Ohio,  compensatioD 
for  serviee*  peribrmetl  between  the  adoption  of  a 
eoBttitntionoy  the  State  of  Ohio  and  the  meetii^ 
of  the  Lejislatnie  under  thai  consiiiuiioin 

A  question  arose  whether  those  officers  should 
be  compensated  by  the  United  States  or  by  the 
Slate  of  Ohio. 

On  this  question  eonsideraUe  debate  arose: 
Messrs.  J.  C.  SiftTB,  M0R8DW,  BiDWELL,  Sloar, 


Albtoh,  opposing 


CiAT,  STAxroBB,  Sbuli 
tiw  report 

Mr.  J.  CukX  mered  that  the  Ooumiltee  shontd 
riac  and  asfc  leare  to  eit  again,  that  further  time 
night  be  allowed  to  consider  the  eubjccli  which 
motion  haTiog  be»  negatived — ayes  Sd,  noes  59, 
Menrs.  J.  Cl.ay  and  Smilib  again  spoke  against 
agreeing  lo  the  repart,  when 

On  motiaa  of  Mr.  J.  C.  Bhith,  the  CoramiHee 
rase  and  naked  leave  lo  sit  again,  which  the  Houm 
gnuitod. 


ToBBDAY,  December  31. 

ABOther  member,  to  wit :  Mattbew  Lxon,  ftom 
Keotqekr,  appeared,  produced  hia  credentiala, 
was  qualified,  and  took  his  seat  in  the  House. 

Th*  consideration  (tf  Mr.  Sloan's  retolotion 
to  lay  n  tax  on  alavea  imporied  into  the  United 
States,  was  postponed  till  Monday  next. 

A  Meiaage  was  received  from  the  President  of 
the  United  States,'  giving  the  information  re- 
quested by  Uiem  ralative  to  the  discharge  of  State 
balances,  and  representiar  that  New  York  is  the 
only  State  that  has  discharged  any  pan  of  the 
reported  balances,  and  that  she  has  in  consequence , 
been  allowed  a  credit  of  $223,810  on  the  books  of 
the  Treasury. — Referred  to  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  state  of  tha  Union, 

A  petition  of  tha  inkabituts  of  tha  City  of 


Washington,  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  was 
presented  to  the  House  and  read,  praying  that  a 
public  road  may  be  tqtened  and  made  at  the  pd>- 
lic  expense,  so  as  lo  coonect  the  northern  extrem- 
ity of  Fonrteenth  street,  in  the  said  city,  with  the 
public  road  leading  by  Rock  Creek  Chnrch  to 
Frederic ktown. — Referred  to  lAessrs.  NELaoif,  of 
Maryhmd.  Stbbman,  sad  Bambtt,  to  exai&iiie 
and  leport  thereupon  to  the  Hoase. 
Mr.  ULLioT  ilioved  the  following  rettdution : 
Raohed,  That  it  is  expedient  to  pnivifc,  by  law,  fin 

Suing  and  picparing na*7  yards,  beloDKing  lo 

the  Dnit«l  StaWi,  on  or  near  the  alMra  of  the  Athmlk 
ocean,  for  the  receptiaa  of  tbedt^  and  vesseb  (^i*k 
of  die  United  States. 

Referred  to  the  committee,  appointed  on  tha 
fourth  instant,  on  ao  much  of  the  Message  of  the 
President  ol  the  United  Stales  aa  relatea  10  the 
aggressiona  oonimitled  on  our  conta  by  foreign 
armed  veaaels;  to  the  detenee  of  onr  porta  aid 
harbors;  to  the  building  of  seventy-four  gM 
ships;  and  to  the  prahibitiag  of  the ejtponaUoa 


of  a 


sand 


A  peiitiofi  of  sundry  settlers  and  purohaaers  of 
public  lands  northwest  of  the  Ohio,  and  between 
the  Miami  rivers,  was  presented  to  the  House  and 
read,  tiraying  the  right  of  pre-emptioB  to  eeMain 
sectioH  of  Taod,  in  the  satd  State,  wfaieh  they 
have  respectivdy  improved  and  settled.— Referred 
to  the  Commitlee  on  the  Publie  Lands. 

On  motion,  it  was 

Seiotved,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  in- 
quire whether  any,  and  what,  further  provisioB 
ought  to  be  made,  by  law,  respecting  the  seeuriiy 
required  of  marshals  appointed  under  the  author- 
ity of  the  United  States,  for  the  &iihful  perfonn- 
ance  of  their  ofllcial  dntias ;  end  that  they  have 
leave  to  report  by  biU,  or  otherwise. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Tau-madoe,  Mr.  ClabS, 
and  Mr.  Lton,  be  appointed  a  eommiitec,  pursur 
ant  to  (he  said  resolution. 

The  Hooae  a^aia  resolved  itself  into  a  Con- 
mitlee  of  the  Whole  on  the  r^ort  of  the  Coii>- 
mittee  of  Claims,  to  whom  ms  ref^red,  ootbe 
aiiieenlb  instant,  the  meMuirial  of  Bietnrn  Joaalhsn 
Heiga^  and,  after  some  timn  ^ent  theiein,  the 
eemroittee  loas  and  reported  a  resohition  iherevp- 
on ;  which  was  efpiik  twice  road,  and  agveed  ts 
by  the  House,  as  follows : 

Rentvtd,  That  the  propee  aeconntiag  oflwera 
be  autboriaed  to  seClle  the  accounts  of  tha  Oov^ 
emar,  Seerctary,and  Judges,  of  the  late  Territory 
of  the  United  States  Northwest  of  tbe  river  Ohio, 
tor  their  services  while  acting  ia  tboee  eanaeities, 
respectivdy,  at  any  time  before  the  irst  Tuesday 
of  Match,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  threa. 

Ordered,  That  a  bill,  or  bills,  be  broaght  in, 
pttrsuaal  to  the  said  resofaiiioo;  and  that  the 
Committee  of  ClaiaiR do pi^Mire and  bring  inihe 

JOHN  DOKB. 
Mr.  Crowm  lit  SHIELD,  from  the  Committee  of 
Commaree  and  Manuiaetiires,  having  considered 
the  petition  of  John  Dorr,  of  Boston,  m  the  State 
of  MaasaehMsetts,  r^rred  0^  the  6lh  iaatant,  sab- 
mimd  the  Msvittg  repmt : 


ft25 


mstORY  OF  COKGttEBS. 


Junuiv,  1806. 


Army  IhgmbOioiu. 


H.  OPR. 


The  palhlonH  MatM  that,  wm  tkeethM  AngUM  hwt, 
bs  impMUd  mto  tb«  diHriit  of  BiwtMi  uid  OhariM- 
-•atnit  in  the  ^p  ieon;,  Aam  Anbraip,  four  boiea  ef 
Dnteh  {lining  CMtia,  lile  dnliM  of  which  aBaoiitod  ta 
nina  hundred  a>d  iMrtf'eix  dtJlar*.  Bcfag  ignorant 
af  lb  enataDo*  of  anj  law  refutag  the  Jnwb»ek  on 
tbe  •iporUtwB  ef  pleying  ovds,  the  patWeaer  kotn- 
•Uy  Byppeil  Um  c«nb  fM  Ae  EmI  htimm,  sad  ^fdM 


qelM,  when  ha  waa,  bv  die  fiiM  tioMi  ioibnirad,  Uut 
Waving  caidfl  were  not  BDtllled  to  the  benefit  of  Ann- 
ama.  Ha  pleade  igBaruica  of  Aa  law,  aad  haa  iMub 
IHJiialiiiii  to  Cougreaa  for  Teiiri^ 

The  oOBmrittee  find  An  pl^rftt^  eaiib  Bra  iVflned 
4m  drawback  on  expcMttlMi,  nndn-  dw  pwrbion  of 
•■*B«etl)w  tMpDdBg  nonmeiAe  dvtiM  <m  diaiin- 
pwtatiun  of  timwn  artMea,"  &&,  pased  mh  March, 
iBM,  MkichaMWaeoSdlllfTWBhna  bjOwMnectDT 
•t  Boston,  on  the  111  of  May,  ■nA'Wtmt  into  opnvlio] 


«a  the  M  da^  of  Jnh'  fblliFWiBf .    Pram  eerblflcate* 
t  entided  la  tbe  atsWbwft,  and  dt«  peU^i 


UliiMwdinthiia 


tawMn 
<raU)inni 


it  £d  not 
intent,  that  |te;ring  cards 


•iMi,  iMa  uaaaqniMeid  «ltb  the  law.  Tbe  committee 
«ie  of  opinion,  heweTert  llMt  Ibe  petilioner  ought  to 
bam  kaawB  ihat  aiKch  a  law  waa  in  Area,  h  wonid 
■baa  h«ra  baeU  •»  flb  ow»  opIWH  M  fatre  reported  the 
«ardB  for  aifsMatidn.and  i>  Una  eaa«  Ibeir  niglit  h«n 
baM  rasbined  in  tbe  saaa  bottom,  wtthMt  bcng 
hnded,  and  b»  diiti«  whattnrm'  cxmU  have  been  de- 
aanded  iapa«  tbem.  Tb«  mom  law  wUdi  piohilrita 
Ibe  diairtwcb  cm  pla;iBg  saida,  xeAwe*  lb*  (MWbank 
as  fcmtga  Bah  and  ftA  eil.  The  impntan  or  axport- 
cn  of  Aaae  altialea  dnghl,  wMi  the  a^m  pnpriety. 


eflbedntiaaineaaMef  exMrtalion.  Iftbet 
Ok  llaiiag  ctrda  ia  granted,  it  would  be  ftdr  |o  raMirn 
it  on  aU  tbp  foreign  fldt  end  bb  oH  otpoitod  dno*  Ae 
act  Want  into  opanliaik  Theito  appaan  la  bare  been 
avfle  time  for  the  la*  to  haM<>ean  generally  ksown; 
it  waa  neadj  tdgblaan  naentbl  fr«an  in  pa«ing  to  Ae 
tiate  of  A*  upenaiioa  of  the  fkjing  oai4ft    AMtotigh 


» the  aaiM  act,  tbar  wa  aatUad  IbM  tbe  TeMef  priced 
for  oagbt  aat  to  ba  giMhd,  and  Teoomaead  tbat  tbe 
pMiliMei  ten  leMo  Id  Whbdraw  fab  petidoa. 

tin  report  wts  agmi}  lo,  aAd  the  Honn  ad- 
jotinied  to  Thursday  next. 

TinrmoMT,  JaBOarr  3,  1806. 

The  Spsaebr  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  State,  traasmittiag  a  report 
OQtbe  memotlal  of  Peter  LaodaU,  referred  to  airn 
by  otder  of  the  House,  od  tbe  16th  ultimo;  wUch 
wa«  read,  and  comiBitied  la  a  Committeo  of  tbe 
TffbtAe  on  Monday  next. 

Mr.  iou*  CoTTOH  Smitb,  from  tbe  C«Mittilteo 
«f  Ctaima,  prc«ent«4  a  biU  for  tbe  relief  vf  tbe 
Oaref  aar,  SecrMary,  atrd  Judges,  of  tbe  tata  Ter- 
ntotr  of  tk«  Unitrd  Ghateo  f4iit«b«tlt  of  Ibe  tivsr 


Obioj  trhioh  wak  read  twice  and  coinmitted  lo  a 
Committee  of  tbe  Whole  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Saillt,  from  tbe  committee  appointed  oh 
the  16lh'  ultimo,  presented  a  bill  to  extend  jnria- 
diction,  in  certaJD  caaee,  lo  the  Stale  judges  and 
Staiecoarte;  which  wan  read  twice  aDdcommitted 
10  a  CMamiitee  of  the  Whole  on  Tuesday  next. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Pdbltc 
Lands,  to  whom  was  referred,  on  ihe  eighteenth 
ultimo,  (he  petition  of  certain  actQal  senlers  on 
lands  lately  sold  by  Congren  a*  pre-emption  iandl, 
lying  between  tbe  Miamiea,  in  the  State  of  Ohio, 
be  discbarKed  from  tbe  eetisidetBllon  thereof;  and 
that  the  said  petition  be  teferrod  lo  die  Commft- 
Oe  of  Ways  and  Means. 

ARMT  REGULATIONS. 

Tba  House  went  into  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  (he  bill  for  eetabtilhing  rnles  and  arti- 
cles for  ihegoTernmeat  of  the  Armies  of  the  Un^ 
ted  Suten. 

The  bill  was  taken  up  by  aeclions. 

On  reaebiag  the  eighth  article,  which  nrthorizet 
a  court- martial  to  puniah  with  dea(h  or  otherwise 
any  ooe  "who,  bemg  present  at  aoy  mutiny  or 
sedition,  does  not  use  his  utmost  endear  or  lo  sup- 
press tbe  same,  or  coming  to  the  knowledge  of 
any  iDteoded  mutiny,  does  not,  without  uelar, 
gire  informatioQ  thereof  to  his  commanding  offi- 
cer," Mr.  G.  W.  Cahfbell  mored  to  strike  out 
the  words  '■deaih  or  otherwise." 

Messrs.  Varhcm  and  Nelbon  opposed  tbe  mo- 
tion, which  was  disagreed  to  wilbouta  dirisioD. 

In  a  subsequent  article,  Mr.  Q.  W.  Cahpbill 
mored  to  stride  out  that  psri,  which  raihorites  a 
conrt  martial  to  puish  with  death  any  one  wb» 
offers  riolmce  to  his  aHetr. 

In  support  of  this  ameudment,  Mr.  CtitrvBLL 
reprobated  the  idea  of  the  Urea  of  citizens  being  in 
tite  power  of  a  conn  nrarctal.  He  com^ted  Sol- 
dier* to  mere  maebines,  IVom  tbe  serentv  d(  th« 
nrilhary  law ;  be  saM  almvst  erery  artii^  In  the 
foil!  was  staioed  with  Mood ;  he  drew  a  parallel 
between  them,  and  the  civil  peflfti  laws  ;  and  that 
when  men  know  how  small  offences  subjected 
tbem  to  death,  they  would  be  deterred  from  or  dis- 
gusted io  serriog  tbeir  country. 

Mr.  S01TTH4HD  aad  Mr.  Cook  followed  with 
similar  oliservatioaa  and  arguments,  in  favor  of 
(he  amendment. 

This  was  Btreonously  opposed  by  Mr.  R.  Nbi>- 
eoi(,Mr.  SMii.iB,Mr.  MAoaN,aDdMr.TALLJiAiME, 

These  gentlemen  represented  tbe  necessity  of 
the  bill  standing  as  it  bad  hitherto  done  in  thtire- 
snect  They  drew  a  pietare  of  tbe  Aim^r  without 
(Uscipline,  where  ermy  soMier  might  tbiak  him- 
self at  fail  own  disposal — of  an  army  being  ordered 
to  attnck  the  enemy,  aud  an  o(Bc«t  refusing,  and 
drawinghissword  on biscomtnanding  officer.  Tbe 
necesaity  of  a  code  of  laws  for  the  military  differ- 
ing from  the  civil  law  was  demonstrated  ;  and 
hanng,  by  the  law  as  it  stands,  gone  through  the 
ReTofutionary  war  with  soccess,  and  in  peace 
found  no  ill  consequence  atisiog  therefrom,  they 
thought  it  neither  prudent  uor  safe  to  adopt  the 
amendment. 
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Mr.  T*LLHAiH]isai(],  that  ID  theR**olniioDary 
war,  Ibe  disobedience  or  sotdiera  lo  their  officers' 
commanda,  Lad,  at  ooe  time,  gone  to  Buch  a  It^ngih 
MB  threatened  a  mutiny.  The  Adjutant  General. 
liee,  wai  sicack  by  a  soldier  on  being  ordered  to 
do  hi»  duty.  The  commandeT  ordered  bim  to  b^ 
tried  by  a  general  court  mariial.  He  was  found 
foilty  and  sentenced  to  be  ihui.  The  army  was 
drawn  up,  lo  attend  the  eiecution;  upon. the  spot 
appointed  for  that  purpofc  Oeoeral  Lee  interceded 
in  bahalf  of  the  loldier,  who  was,  in  consequence 
pardoned.  This,  boweTer,  produced  a  good  eOect 
m  tbe  array.  Mr.  Talln4DBB,  brought  forward 
Mber  iDitaDces  of  danger,  when  soldiers  were  not 
■object  to  sererelaws.  Soldiers,  he  observed^  were 
a  description  of  men  thai  must  be  ruled  wilh  ae- 
Tetity — and  though  officers  were  invested  wilh 
this  authority,  they  were  erer  careful  in  exerting 
it.  So  far  from  it,  that  an  officer  had  hi  esteem 
for  the  soldiers  he  commands— while  the  soldier 
hin]self,actiDguptotheienorof  hisduiy.respected 
his  officer. 

Thequesiioo  beiog  now  called  for  on  Mr.  Camp- 
bell's amendment  was  lost.  The  affirmaiiTe 
ooly  20. 

As  the  Committee  progressed  in  reading  the 
bill,  numerous  amendments,  principally  rerbal, 
were  made. 

TheCommillee  then  roce,  reported  pro(;reBs,and 
asked  leaie  to  sit  again,  which  wan  granted. 

CLASSIFICATION  OF   THfi  MILITIA. 

Mr.  Varndk,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  so  much  of  the  Messaite  of  tbe  Presi- 
dect  of  (he  United  States,  of  the  3d  of  December. 
IB  relates  lo  the  organization  and  classification  of 
the  militia,  and  to  tbe  augmentation  of  the  land 
forces,  made  tbe  following  report,  in  pari : 

In  ndation  to  a  claMtfication  and  new  organization 
nf  tha  ■silida.  The  moM  axtensira  view  of  this  part 
of  Iha  latgaet  which  has  occurred  to  the  commitive  is, 
m  dinsiou  of  the  mihiia  iota  four  daaaea,  in  tha  follow- 
ing nannar,  va :  Ihoae  between  mghteen  and  twenty- 
one  years  of  age  to  compose  one  dui;  Iboae  between 
twentj-one  and  tnenty-iii  to  compose  a  second  class ; 
those  between  twenty-sii  and  thirly-Gve  (o  compose  a 
third  dsaa;  snd  those  between  tiiirt;-live  and  fortj- 
fi*e  to  compose  Ihe  fourth  class  ;  each  class  to  be  under 
a  aeparate  organiiation,  and  to  be  commanded  bj  sep 
ante  cnrpa  of  officers.  To  this  kind  of  orgsniistion,  as 
il  relates  to  the  firat  dasa,  we  are  met  by  a  Conatitulional 
olgection.  By  the  Constitutiou  of  the  United  States, 
Coogreas  are  empowered  "to  provide  for  orgsniiing, 
anning,  and  disciplining  the  militia,  reserring  to  the 
Stales,  TespeetiTely,  tha  appointment  of  tha  officen." 

By  some  of  the  State  caoslitutlons  it  i*  provided, 
that  the  captains  snd  suballema  of  tbe  militia  shsU  be 
dioaen  by  sach  of  the  peisona  who  compose  the  respec- 
tive  companies  as  are  upward*  of  twenty-one  jears  of 
age,  ao  thai  there  ia  no  Coostilution^  proriston  by 
which  sach  States  can  appoint  offieeia  lo  command  a 
dasB  of  the  militia  composed  of  minora. 

Knowledge  of  tactics,  and  an  aequaintanoe  with 
■obordination  and  disrJpline,  are  acquirementi  of  such 
importance  to  our  national  defence,  that  the  promotion 
of  them  among  the  militia  aught  to  be  a  primary  object 
with  tha  GoTammenl,  and,  ao  doubt,  w  exceedingly 


the  minda  of  Qie  indiridDal  dtSxena.  But 
such  means  onght  to  be  adopted  by  Ihe  OoTemment 
as  are  beat  calculated  to  eSnct  tha  obJMt,  with  aa  Ihtle 
fatigne  and  expense  to  indiridnala  aa  Ihe  nabne  of  the 
case  will  admit.  It  ia  conceived,  that  the  fstigne  and 
eipenae  of  nihlaiy  disdpline  ia,  in  a  vecy  great  degree, 
propoitiODate  to  the  popniation  of  the  difTerent  parta  of 
the  eoantry  where  the  dntf  is  performed,  or,  in  other 
words,  it  ia  proportionate  lo  the  distanee  each  individ- 
ual composing  the  difierent  oorsa  is  compelled  to  tni*el 
lo  reach  his  place  of  parade.  Under  the  present  or> 
ganiiation  of  the  militis,  thia  idea  ia  fully  verified — Ae 
diKrenee  in  the  expense  of  militia  meelinga,  in  thoee 
parts  of  the  counti^  where  the.  inbabilania  an  tha 
most  dispersed,  when  compared  with  aimilar  meet- 
ings,  in  the  more  populous  parts,  ia  very  apparent ;  and, 
besides,  Ihe  nature  of  the  caae  compela  us  to  beUoTe, 
that  the  same  cauae  will  produce  a  aimilar  diapaiity  in 
miiitaiy  acquirement. 

These,  however,  are  evila  which  grow  out  of  the  na- 
ture of  the  caae,  and  cannot  tw  remedied,  hot  by  the 
increase  of  papulation,  because  tbe  prindples  of  the  m- 
gsniialion  are  calculated  to  Tender  the  formation  of 
the  different  corps  aa  compact  aa  is  consistent  with 
proper  mililsiy  arrangementa. 

By  the  orgaUixation  and  clasaiGealion  of  the  miGtia, 
in  the  manner  which  baa  been  liamed,  the  limile  of 
each  corpa  mnat  be  extended  over  four  times  the  quan- 
tity of  territory  it  now  occnpei,  and,  coneequentljr, 
would  burden  the  dtisena  with  a  propoitionata  ad- 
ditional expense  in  the  acquisitian  of  a  competent  por- 
tion of  military  information,  or  operate  asa  jHUpol- 
tionate  preventive  to  such  acquisition.  The  subject 
has  been  viewed  in  another  point  of  light — that  ia,  to 
call  on  tha  two  senior  dasses  to  exerdse  but  once  in  ■ 
year,  ao  as  to  propmtion  the  quantum  of  exereiaa  to  the 
eilenaion  of  the  corps.  In  this  caae,  all  tha  evils  at- 
tendant on  the  extension  of  the  difierent  corps  ovei 
additional  territory  will  attach  lo  th«  junior  elaaaaa 
which  conid  attach  lo  them  in  the  other  ease,  and  tha 
consequent  haiard  of  a  failure  in  disdpline  will  retnain. 

Mihtary  knowledge,  like  that  of  every  other  sciepca^ 
without  praciiee,  is  soon  fbrgotMi,  and,  although  k  ia 
notprobahia  that  the'whole  of  tbe  militia  will  be  need- 
ed in  the  Geld  at  any  one  time,  yet,  in  case  of  invaswo, 
it  ia  veiy  poaaible  that  all  who  are  in  Ibe  vicinity  of  the 
aaaailanta  may  be  necesaary  (  and,  aa  it  is  noosrtain  at 
what  point  ao  enemy  may  make  hia  attack,  all  dioBld 
be  prepared  lo  meet  audi  an  event;  but,  from  a  daA- 
den^  in  discipline,  or  tha  want  of  a  competent  know- 
ledge in  tactics,  in  the  two  senior  dassea  only,  an  im- 
portant opporlnnity  for  a  spebdy  eitennination  of  aa 
enemy  might  be  loat,  and  the  Uvea  of  many  valnaU* 
dtiiens  put  in  jeo{)ardy.  It  is,  therefoia,  beUaved  that 
this  experiment  ia  inadmiaaible. 

Another  view  of  Ihis  subject  has  suggested  a  ilaasifi 
cation  of  the  militia  by  ages,  under  the  existing  organi- 
iation, for  the  sole  purpose  of  designating  thoae  per- 
sons who  are  under  twenty-six  yesrs  of  age  as  the  only 
proper  objects  of  militia  duty  in  tbe  field,  except  in 
csaea  Of  great  emergency,  and  in  their  particular  vidn- 
sge.  From  eighteen  t:)  twenty-one  years  of  age  is  a  pe- 
riod of  life  in  whidi  the  yoongmen  of  the  United  StUaa. 
are  employed  in  completing  an  educstton,  in  pnrsnit 
of  mechanical  informatian.  or  in  acquiring  a  necessary 
acquaintance  with  soma  other  brandi  of  busineaa,  oo-  . 
eupstion,  or  proieaaion,  on  the  inipra*enient  of  whidi 
they  caJcnlale  to  obtain  a  anbatatanca.  From  twenty- 
one  lo  twea^-Bis,  (haj 
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in  their  TBTtous  ocCupetion»  and  profM- 
I,  mil  thereby  laying  a  foundstioa  fin-  a  decent  sup- 
pott  of  themsclTee  and  familiea  through  lift  ;  thta  U  a 
period,  ajao,  at  which  the  young  men  of  the  United 
State*  geoerallj  engage  in  matrimony,  and  become 
chargeable  with  fiimiliea,  alt  which  render*  their  time 
M  dear  to  them,  fVom  eighteen  to  twenty'Sii  yean  of 
age,  as  at  uiy  other  period  of  life. 

It  wDDld  aeeni,  therefore,  that  an  arrangement  which 
wotUd  compel  thii  ciasa  of  our  citizens  to  bear  the  prin- 
cipal part  of  the  burden  of  nationa)  defence,  might  juat- 
]j  be  deemed  a  departure  from  that  principle  of  diilii- 
batiia  juatice  which  ought  to  be  a  paramount  eharac- 
twiatic  of  the  Government  of  the  United  States. 

That  young  men  would  batter  endare  the  fadguea 
ofm  long  campaign  than  thou  more  advancod  in  liia, 
ii  not  doubted ;  but  whether,  on  a  andden  emergency, 
the;  would  be  more  naefii]  in  repnlsiiig  an  enemy  than 
an  eqaal  number  of  enrolled  militia,  on  ao  average  from 
•tgbteen  to  brty-Ste,  is  a  queetlon  of  doubt ;  if,  how- 
ever,  itflhonld  be  considered  that  die  adTSntage  iain 
fcTtrr  of  the  young  men,  it  is  confidently  believed,  that 
thn  advantage  in  that  eaee  to  the  public  would  be  of  a 
attffident  magnitude  to  justify  die  Oo*emment  inlm- 
poaing  on  diem  aucb  an  unequal  burden, 

If  the  propaaed<yalem  ahmild  be  adopted,  the  total 
iarangement  of  the  eiiMing  organization  af  the  mililia 
moat  be  the  conaequence.  It  may  be  proper  here 
again  to  remark  that,  by  the  Connitution  of  the  United 
Stalas  is  leatad  in  the  General  Government  the  pown 
"to  provide  for  organizing,  arming,  and  diaciplining  the 
militia,  and  for  governing  auch  part  of  them  as  may  be 
employed  in  the  service  of  the  United  Slalet ;"  but  the 
same  article  of  the  Constitution  is  expreta  in  "reaerv- 
mg  to  the  Stated,  reapectivcly,  the  appointment  of  the 
offlceia,  and  the  authority  of  training  the  militia,  ac- 
cording to  the  diacipline  prescribed  by  Congreae."  By 
this  arrangement  in  the  Conatitution,  the  powers  ne- 
casaary  to  produce  an  efficient  militia  are  divided  be- 
tween the  General  GavemmenI  and  the  State  gov- 
amnents.  In  purauancs  of  the  power  vested  in  the 
Goneral  Oovenmient  on  thii  subject,  Gongrees  did,  in 
tha  year  1793,  pas*  an  act  to  e»taUMi-an  uniform  mi- 
Ulia  thioiigfl»at  the  United  Stales,  which  act  seem*  to 
embnuM  all  Ae  pnnmples  in  the  case  delegated  to  Con- 
giiKs  Soon  after  the  passage  of  that  law  by  Congress, 
a  c<8M>deration  of  the  subject  was  aaaumed  by  the  Le- 
gklature*  of  all  the  States,  and  law*  have  been  paasd 
by  all  the  States  for  carrying  that  aystem  into  effect,  ao 
that,  by  the  co-operation  of  the  General  Government 
and  the  State  governments,  the  militia  are  now  ccm- 
^tety  orgmiied  and  officered  throughout  the  Union. 
It  is  now  thirteen  years  since  this  ijstem  has  been  in 
operation ;  the  people  practising  under  it  have,  in  a 
great  degree,  become  aajuainted  with  it,  and  attached 
to  it ;  and,  iu  many  parts  of  the  Union,  military  diacip 
hue  ia  n|^dly  progresaing  under  it,  and  it  cannot  with 
ptoprie^  be  doubted,  that  the  militia  of  the  United 
titates,  under  the  eiisling  organiiatiDn,  are  amply  com- 
pstant  to  a  defence  againat  the  intrusion  of  any  invad- 
ing enemy.  To  derange  this  system,  then,  and  intro- 
duce one  totally  new  and  untried,  one  in  which 
mot  eertain  that  the  Stato  Legialatures  will  concur, 
which  is  of  doubtful  aspect,  as  it  relatea  to  the  appro- 
balun  of  Um  poople,  would,  in  the  o[Hnion  of  the  com- 
uitlae,  at  this  important  onus  of  oar  national  affairs, 
be  putting  too  much  at  risk.  They,  thsrefbre,  recom- 
aiend  the  following  resolution  : 

Rooked,  That  it  is  inexpedient  to  adopt  measurea 
ier  the  daauffcation  or  new  organiiatian  ol  the  miiiba. 


Rererred  to  a  ComiDtltee  of  the  Whole  oa 
Monday. 

COLLECTION  OF   DUTIES.  . 

Mr.  Saclly,  from  the  commtitee  appointed  to 
□quire  iuro  the  expediency  of  so  far  ataendiog 
ihe  8cE  entitled  "An  act  to  provide  for  roiirgatiDg 
3t  remiitiug  the  forfeitures,  penalties,  and  disa- 
bilities accrued  in  certain  cases  ihereio  mentioo- 
ed,"  as  to  extend  the  powers  vested  in  the  district 
judges  of  the  United  Slates  to  the  judges  of  the 
judicial  conrts  of  the  several  States,  made  the  fol- 

wiog  report: 

That,  by  the  30th  section  of  a  law  of  the  United 

xtes,  to  regulate  the  collection  of  duties  on  imporla 
aud  tonnage,  it  is  made  the  duty  of  any  person,  bavins 
the  charge  and  command  of  any  ships  or  vessels,  to 
make  a  repsrt,  within  twenty-four  hours,  of  the  arrival 
of  the  said  ship  or  vessel,  and  within  forty-eight  boora 
after  such  arrival  to  make  another  report  in  form  of  bH 
the  particuUrs  required  to  be  in  a  manifeet,  Ac;  and 
that  if  the  aaid  master,  or  other  person  having  the  cat* 
of  any  such  ships  and  vessels,  shall  neglect  or  omit  to 
make  the  aaid  reports,  or  any  of  them,  he  ahsll,  for  each 

'  ivery  offeree,  forfeit  and  pay  the  sum  of  ¥1,000. 
id  also,  that,  by  the  60th  section  of  the  aaid  law, 
masters  of  vessels  unloading  goods  without  a  permit 
ahatl  forfeit  $400. 

That  by  the  106th  and  IMthsectionsof  the  said  ac^ 
goods,  wares,  and  merchandise  may  be  imported  in  tl)p 
districts  on  the  northern  and  nerthwestem  boundariea 
of  the  United  States,  in  vessels  and  boats  of  an;  bur- 
den, and  in  rafts  and  carriages  of  any  kind  and  natgrs, 
subject  to  the  like  regulations,  penalties,  and  iorfeituiM, 
as  in  other  districts. 

>ur  committee  oteerve,  that  the  intercourse  by 
water  between  the  inhabitants  on  the  frontier  of  the 
United  8utes,perticularly  of  the  district  of  Chsmplsin, 
and  those  of  Canada,  is,  in  many  instances,  effected  in 
small  boats  orcBnaBB,not  exceeding  three-<]narter8  of  a 
burden ;  that  the  interconrse  with  Canada  ia  not 
confined  to  the  water  communication ;  that  st  the  p1s£« 
where  the  Une  of  forty-five  degrees  of  north  latitude 
•epantes  the  United  States  from  the  British  territtor, 
Lake  Champlain  is  sixty  miles  distant  fiom  the  river  Bt. 
Lawrence ;  that  the  land  of  that  trtet  is,  at  Mvcnl 
points,  inbsbilad  on  both  sides  of  the  line. 

That,  by  the  act  under  the  consideration  of  yovr 
committee,  for  mitigating  or  remittiug  fines,  forfeitures, 
and  disabilities,  any  person  that  has  incurred  fine,  pen- 
alty, or  forfeiture,  by  force  of  any  hw  of  the  United 
States,  for  the  laying,  levying,  or  collecting  any  dutiea 
or  taxes,  may  prefer  his  petition  to  the  Judge  of  the 
district,  setting  forth  the  ciicumstancea  of  bis  case; 
and,  upoD  an  inquiry,  it  ia  made  the  duty  of  the  said 
judge  to  cauae  the  facta  which  shall  appear  to  be  stated 
and  annexed  to  the  petition,  and  to  direct  their  trans* 
miaaion  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  who  shall 
thereupon  have  power  to  mitigate  or  remit  such  fine 
and  penalty,  if,  in  his  opinion,  the  same  shall  have  been 
incurred  without  wilful  negligence,  or  any  intention  of 
fraud  ;  and  to  direct  the  prosecution,  if  any  shall  have 
been  instituted,  to  be  discontinued,  upon  such  teitne 
aud  conditions  as  be  may  deem  reasonable  and  just. 

Tour  committee  further  observe,  that  the  revenue  dis- 
tricts on  the  northern  frontier  are  at  a  distance  of  be- 
tween three  and  four  hundred  miles  of  the  place  of 
residence  ofthedistrictjudgesandofthe  district  courts; 
that  any  petitioners  from  Ihoee  districts  would  be  ibrcaa 
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to  trtTel  fiom  lii  to  eight  hundred  milea  with  their  e*i- 
dencea,  in  order  lo  kTul  themMlves  of  the  henefiU  cod- 
templated  by  the  Isn  ;  thst  the  penHUH  who  are  liable 
to  infringe  the  Ikwi  of  the  Umt«d  Stalei,  on  account  of 
thMT  local  litBatioa,  ve  gener>U;  poor,  or  in  tny  mod- 
erete  circutoelancei ;  that  they  hare  not  the  abiSt;  ta 
bear  iLe  elpeoaee  of  ao  Iraig  a  joumay. 

That  the  Inhabitants  of  the  Boitbem  part  of  Lake 
Champlain  are  in  the  habit  of  tianiporting  Ibeir  pro- 
dace,  such  lu  poitci  butter,  and  cheeae,  in  canoea  in 
the  aummer  mantha,  and  in  aleigtiB  during  the  winter ; 
that  the  diatance  from  a  direct  route  by  luid,  to  any  of 
Uie  cuatom-boDH  officaa,  often  eiceeda  twent;  miles ; 
that  in  many  instance*  those  people  will,  through  ne- 
gtoel,  ignoranoB,  or  Beceadty,  unlmd  the  trifling  irtidea 
tboy  have  imported  befoft  a  preiiotis  declanttion  to  the 
cnawm-how—  i»  nwde ;  iawbich  eaae  they  are  UaUe  to 
pay  •  An*  of  $1,MW  br  not  giving  notice  of  Aeir  ar- 
riw  into  the  district  wMun  twenty'6nlr  hooiB,  and  to 
p^  aMother  fine  of  $4M  for  tmloading  without  a  per- 

Tkat  tke  ikihabiluM  ef  the  fivnlier  may  ami  will 
oJtok  be  driTeo  by  want  to  «lep  o«er  the  fictittons  bar- 
rier, is  oi4er  to  obtan  fiom  hia  neighbor,  acroei 
liae,  a  single  buabel  of  earn,  perhaps  the  price  of  bis 
labor  1  Ifaat,  by  such  an  act,  the  poor  man  makes  him- 
aaM  Uabla  to  pay  the  diaproporlioDats  peitally  of  the 
law,  and  that  the  difficulty  or  impoaaibility  of  petition- 
ing for  relief  is  a  atimnlua  to  the  rapacity  of  a  wicked 
iaiiumai;  aodlhal^on  the  whole,  yoor  conuniliee  be- 
li«|«  UiBl  the  law  far  miligatiBg  aud  remiitinf  penal- 
tie*  ia,  in  ita  priannt  totm,  nugatory  aa  it  reapeeB  tb* 
btmliei  diatncta,  and  that  the  inhabitanta  of  thoae 
dirtiaela  an  totalW  depiiied  of  the  meaM  of  obtnatM 
Tdief. 

Under  these  impressions,  and  agreeably  tb  the  opin- 
ion of  the  Beorctaiy  of  tbe  Treasury,  eapressed  in.  his 
lB(t«r  hereunU  aoneied,  joai  ocMmitte*  wa  of  i^iin- 
ioa  tbkt  the  poweca  of  the  diatiicl  judgea,  and  of  the 
district  courts,  ought  to  be  extended  to  tho  judge*  and 
to  the  judicial  courts  of  the  aeieral  Stalec^  so  far  m  it 
ntf/tcta  ^  rsT^nue  diatrict*  of  Cbanplain,  Sacken'i 
HuImi',  Oatvigo,  Genaae^  Niagara,  BuiBilo  Ci«ek,  and 
Plesqua  lale;  and  thoy  hava  p^pared  »  hill  ftr    ' 


TuABcBi  Dimmirr,  Dee.  se,  1806. 

Bib  :  I  bad  the  honor  to  reeeiTe  yonr  letter  of  the 
IM)  Instant,  reapecting  the  proptiety  of  eitending  the 
powers  Tested  in  the  district  judges,  in  relatiaa  to  Che 
nBiiasiw  of  forfeitures  and  penaitiea,  to  the  judges  of 
&e  judicial  courta  of  the  several  States. 

As  those  forfeiturea  and  peaaltiea  oan  only  be  incurred 
on  the  se*  border,  or  on  the  northern  frontier  of  the 
United  States,  it  ia  only  on  that  frontier  that  the  dis- 
l^ce&om  ^e  residence  of  the  diatricl  judge,  and  from 
the  place  where  diatiict  courts  are  held,  renders  it 
•tmoet  impracticable  fur  the  parties  to  aTail  themselves 
t^  the  present  mode  of  affording  relief. 

The  inconvenience  has  been  remedied,  so  fiu-  «k 
lated  to  the  Territories,  by  act  of  last  session.    There 
is  a  district  judge  tn  the  State  of  Ohio,  and  one  in  that 
irfTermont.    The  only  part  of  the  fi-ontierwheie  there 
it  just  ground  of  complaint  extends  from  Lake  Cham- 

Cn  to  the  western  boundary  of  Pennsytvania,  includ' 
_  the  Tovenne  districts  of  thamplain,  Sactett's  Har- 
bor, Oswego,  Gene«ee,  Niagara,  Buffiilo  fh'eek,  and 
Preaqua  Isle.  1  think,  that  it  would,  on  the  whole,  be 
ill  &Tor  of  the  revenue,  aa  well  aa  of  those  persons  who 


may  inadvertently  commit  some  broach  of  the  rannve 

laws,  were  the  juriadictian  of  the  State  courts,  in  those 

counties  which  include  the  above-mentioned  districU, 

Ltended  to  aU  seizoiea,  penalties,  and  forfeitures,  ari»- 

g  under  the  revenne  lawa  of  the  United  Biaiso ;  and 

e  same  powan,  in  relation  to  lbs  remission  or  miti- 
gation of  Buch  penalties  and  forfeituiss,  given  to  the 
presidingjudges  of  those  Stale  eoutts,  wbidi  have  been 
given  to  die  judge*  of  the  diatrict  cooits  of  the  United 
Slatee.     X  ha.Te  the  honor  to  be,  dec, 

ALBERT  GALLATIN- 

Hon.  FiTiB  &.1II.LI,  Charma^  iic. 

The  Tepi»L  wn  leferied  to  the  Committee  of 
the  WhalB  oo  Tacidkjr  neat 

FniDAT,  January  3. 

A  memorial  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of 
the  Territotj'  of  Orleans  was  presealed  to  tba 
House  and  read,  praying  a  rerision,  illeraXion, 
and  Biaendmeat,  ot  the  act  of  ibe  last  sesakuty  ear- 
titled  'Aa  act  for  uCieilaiDiiig>  and  aduialiDg  th« 
titles  and  daiuM  to  luid  within  the  Terriiorr  of 
Oileans,  and  District  of  Louisiana,-'?  that  kg^ 
provision  may  be  naad*  fwr  securing  tbeu  ia-U* 
rigbt  of  commoa,  in  c«vtaia  landa  eoMi^aas  to 
their  MtlUmenls;  that  Fh«  botdcFB  of  angla  coo- 
cesaioDs  may  be  placed  upon  the  saise  liwti^ 
wirb  those  to  wnMn  dDDolc  conces^na  wer* 
granted  by  the  OoTernmralsof  Prance  and  Spftic; 
and  that  Coogress  will  patronize  and  endowpabr 
tic  schoob  for  the  edncaiiQD  of  youth  in  i(ie  said 
Territory.' 

Ordered,  That  the  said  memorial  be  referred 
(o  the  committee  aw)iaied,OD  the  tenth  ultimc^ 
on  the  petiuon.  of  Ine.  Legislative  Council  of  the 
Territory  of  OileaDsj  and  thai  Mc.  Robe&t 
Wbitebu.1.  be  added  to  the  said  coniautte*,  in 
the  room  of  Mr.  John  Wbixeou.],  abisnl  <n. 
leave. 

A.  petition  of  P.  H.  F.  Baalropt  of  the  Tenix 
tory  of  Odeana,  was  preacntad  to  the  Houaa  «itd 
read,  jwayiiiK  that  be  may  be  indemnifi«l  b^  a. 
grant  of  tan£  ermo&ey,  for  ibe  loas  oftko  eictMiT* 
privilege,  gfHiil«cl  him  b«fore  ibe  cessioa  of  tiM 
said  Territory,  to  trade  with  the  Indian  tribes  for 
a  term  not  yet  expired,  and  which  eielusive  prir- 
ilege  he  is  now  deprived  of  in  consequence  of  th« 
said  cession.— Referred  to  the  eommiitee  ap- 
pointed, on  the  nineteenth  ultimo,  nn  alterations 
necessary  in  the  "  Act  to  regulate  trade  aod  inter' 
course  vrith.  the  Indian  tribes." 

A  memorial  and  petition  of  John  Douglass, 
cliairmaD.ofa  committeeorsundry  electors  of  the 
first  election  dtsirici  of  Peimsvlvaiiia,  cemposefL 
of  the  city  and  county  of  Philadelphia,  and  thw: 
county  of  Delaware,  was  presented  to  the  House- 
and  readi  cwaplwain^  of  aa  undue  electiMi.  ntA 
return  ftf  Michael  Letb,  oae  of  the  members  r»t 
turaed  from  tha  said  distriet  to  se(T«  i»  lUc 
House,  for  the  said  Stale  of  PenaaylvtHMt.— R»> 
ferred  to  the  CoraiDiltee  of  BlecttoM. 

The  House  asvin  west  into  Connnittee  of  the- 
Wbole  on  tbe  IhII  to  establish  rales  and  artidea 
for  the  govemnMni  of  the  armies  of  the  United 
States. 

The  CoDunittee,  haviog  coniidered  the  remain-. 
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ing  parts  of  the  bill,  section  by  seclioo,  reported 
the  same  with  sundr;  ameDdmenia,  which  the 
House  took  into  immediate  consideruioD.  app 
ing  some  and  rejecting  others ;  when  ibe  bil[  was 
oraered  to  a  third  reading  on  Thursday. 

Mr.  J,  RADDOLPtt  observed  lh»t  he  had  a  ( 
naDication   to  niike,  which,  According  to 
nilea  of  the  House,  required  the  galleries  t 
cleared ;  which  the  Sf^aker,  thereupon,  directed 
to  be  done. 

TbegBll«TincoDtiDaed'clt»ed  till  aboat  three 
unlock,  when  they  were  opened,  and  the  House 
tdjonrned  (ill  Monday. 

MoifvJkT,  Jsmiary  6. 

The  Si>BAKEB  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
eeived  by  him  from  David  Rumsey,  represeniiiig 
that  his  soo,  iboogh  possessed  of  a  protection,  had 
been  impteassd  by  Ih*  British ;  aitd  that,  Dotwi:h- 
atandinr  his  taaet.  streoooos  exerliooSf  he  is  uba- 
Ue  M  ohtaiD  his  release.  The  teller  la  couched 
in  BoUuered,  but  pathetic  teroui,  and  comMm 
i*  Ute  foUowing  niaiwn :  "  I  lost  an  ettate  by 
■  Ira  ding  m«aey  lo  carry  oar  the  Revohiilomry 
'«ar,«ad  I  scdertd  ereryttaiag  bn  death  by  be- 
'  ing  a  prisoner  among  Ihem  (the  British)  iaCaif 
'  adi.  I  hy  flReen  monilis  in  close  coDflDeraent, 
'  wtieii  I  bore  the  rank  of  a  fulf  captain  ;  and  if 
'  this  is  «ll  tb«  tiberty  I  hare  gaiaed,  to  be  be- 
'  reared  of  my  children  in  that  form,  and  they 
'  iaad«  stsrres,  I  bad  tfttfaef  be  wilhoat  it.  I  hope 
'  that  Gongrcas  wiU  take  sonw  speedy  metltoda  to 
'  Mlier*  our  pooi  totioitei  ahiUrea  fram  vader 
'  ibMi  wvetdied  hand*,  «hoa»laiideM«t  mercy  is 
'  croelty,"— Referred  to  the  Secretary  of  State. 

Ur.  CLmYOR  ptaaeMed  ■.  noewiorial  of  the  mcr- 
ate  of  the  eity  «f  N«<p  York,  e^ned  by  tbeir 
uman  and  a  nOiBetDiiB  aoiMamee,  by  ihe 
BiMiiiiiiiiin  «rd«r,  ami  on  behalf  of  a  gantMl 
maeting  of  the  said  merchania,  aiawig  tSat  l)w 
commerce  of  the  United-  States  has  been  deeply 
■ggriered  and  iDJaK4,and  itwoMinorialiats  them- 
sdree  subjected  to  heavy  and  unforeseen  loaees, 
by  (he  new  assnaied  principle,  adopted  by  the 
British  Uibanals  of  adniralty,  "  that  neutrals  may 
be  restrained  in  time  of  war  to  their  accustomed 
trade  in  time  of  peace ;"  a  principle  destructive  of 
the  hitherto  acknowledged  rights  of  neutrals,  and, 
especially,  subversive  of  the  whole  export  trade 
to  the  United  Slates:  and  that,  »p(Malmg  to  the 
iuu?rrs«l  and  iavlolabte  principle  of  the  law  of 
utieu,  "  ihftt  the  goeds  of  a  neutrat,  ctmsisttng  of 
nticlos  DM  oontraband  of  war,  in  a  neutral  nesset 
ewiloyed  in  direct  trade  between  nentrat  countries, 
asApotts  oTa  beHJ|;ereot  coDotry,  not  Invvaied  or 
Uackaded,  are  protected,"  the  memorialists  con- 
fide in  the  wrsdora  and  energy  of  (he  National 
CkiTaniBMDt  to  devise  efficient  means  ibr  msi»- 
HBalDg  and  protecting  the  lawful  commerce  of 
the  l^ited  States,  and  for  placing  the  porta  and 
hariior*  thereof  in  a  state  of  defence  and  security. 
—Referred  to  the  consideration  of  a  Committee  of 
*e  Whole  oh  the  state  of  the  Unton. 

Mr.  Varmdh,  from  the  committee  on  that  part 
of  the  Pnaideirt'B  Message  whicfa  relates  ta  the 


organization  of  the  militia,  the  augmentation  ai 

the  land  forces.  &c.,  made  a  further  report  in  part, 
submiiiing  a  bill  authorizing  a  detachment  of  the 
militia  of  the  United  States ;  which  was  referred 
to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  to-morrow. 

J  The  bill  authorizes  the  President  of  the  Uni- 
Staies  to  require  the  Executives  of  ibe  re- 
spective States  to  hold  tbeir  quota  of  one  hundred 
thousand  militia  in  readiness  to  march  at  a  mo- 
ment's warning ;  authorizes  the  acceptance  of  vol- 
unteer corps  as  a  part  of  the  detachment,  and  ap- 
propriates    dollars  for  the  purposes  of  the- 


acadeim^,  and  the  contemplated  eatablishment  of. 
higher  insliiacions ;  wd  requestiDg  Congren  t» 
aid  their  views  by  the  domiiioa  oTcity  1Mb,  by 
authorizing  a  lottery,  and  by  such  ether  neaawes 
as  they  may  see  Bt  to  take. — 'Referced  to  a  ooio- 
mjitee  of  five  taembers. 

Mr.  J.  Randolph  said  thstl  the  Cotamittee  o£ 
Ways  and  Means  had  received  a  letter  from  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  with  various  accoin- 
panying  documents,  on  anuses  alleged  to  have 
taken  place  In  consequence  of  the  evidences  of 
the  public  debt  being  receivable  in  payment  for 
lands;  and  on  the  vague  provisions  at  present  ia 
force  relative  to  the  purchase  of  the  public  debt 
by  the  Commissioners  of  the  Sinking  Fund.  Hav- 
ing made  a  brief  explanation  of  these  provisions, 
Mr.  R.  presented  a  bill  to  repeal  the  act  to  author- 
ize the  receipt  of  evidences  of  the  public  debt  in 
payment  for  the  lands  of  the  United  States,  and 
for  other  purposes  relative  to  ifae  public  debt, 
which  was  referred  to  a  Committee  of  the  WbctTe 
on  Thursday. 

[This  bill  provides  that  the  act  to  authorize  tfiff 
receipt  of  evidences  of  the  public  debt  in  payment 
tbr  the  lands  of  the  United  States,  passed  March: 
3,  179T,  and  so  much  of  any  other  acts  as  author- 
izes the  same,  shall  be  repealed  after  the  31st  of 
March  neit,  and  that  the  Commisnoners  of  the 
Sinking  Fund  shall  not  be  authorized  to  purchase 
the  public  debt  at  higher  rates  than  sixty  per  cent. 
■of  the  nominal  value  of  the  three  per  cents.,  or  than 
the  nominal  value  of  its  unredeemed  amount  for 
any  other  species,  the  eight  [ler cents,  only  except- 
ed,  Ibr  whicn  they  may  eive,  in  addition  thereto,  at 
the  rate  of  one  half  of  per  cent,  on  the  nominat' 
value,  for  each  quarterly  dividend,  payable  from 
the  time  of  purchase  to  Jan.  I,  1809.  At  the  close 
of  the  accompanying  letter  oi  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasary,  he  states  his  inteniion  of  submitting 
to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  a  plaa 
for  converting  the  three  per  cents^  Che  old  six  per 
cents.,  and  the  deferred  stock,  into  a  new  stock, 
bearing  an  ieterest  of  six  per  cent,  j  by  whiet 
means  the  whole  public  debt  contemplated  to  b» 
discharged  at  a  certain  period,  may  be  exlin- 
gaishecfl  < 
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of  tbe  American  Beatnen  impre3>>ed  Ytj  Briiish 

vesselii,  which  had  not  been  acied  upoa.  Since 
that  period  these  impress  men  is  had  iocreised  in 
«  moRi  aaionUhine  degree.  It  was  a  fact  that 
from  2,S0O  lo  3,000  of  our  best  seameo  were  de- 
tained bv  tbe  British.  We  want  (he  services  of 
tltis  uselul  class  of  men.  That  the  atteniion  of 
the  House  may  be  drawn  to  the  .<:ubjecl,  in  order 
that  proper  meaiiures  may  be  taken  b^  tbe  Gov- 
«rnment,  I  have  drawn  up  the  following  resolu- 

Setohed,  That  the  Seeretar?  of  8tat«  be  directed  to 
Ifj  before  thii  HouMi,a  return  of  tbe  numbeT  of  Amer- 
ican Mamen  who  have  been  impreased  or  detained  b; 
the  ships  of  war,  or  piivateeis  of  Great  Britain,  whose 
namea  have  been  reported  to  the  Deputmenl  of  Slate 
■ince  the  atatemeot  was  made  to  the  House  at  the  last 
•eadon  of  Congress,  mentioDing;  the  namei  of  the  per- 
■ODS  impressed,  with  the  names  of  the  ship*  and  ves- 
ads  b;  which  thej  were  impresaed,  and  the  time  of  the 
impressment,  (ogeLher  with  an;  facts  and  circumstancea 
in  relation  to  (he  same  which  ma;  hare  been  reported 
to  him  ;  staling,  also,  the  whols  number  of  American 
sesmen  impressed,  from  the  commencement  of  At 
preaeot  war  in  Europe,  and  including,  in  a  separate 
column,  the  number  c^  passengers,  if  any,  who  may 
hale  been  taken  out  of  American  Teasels  comiag  to 
the  United  States  from  Borope. 

Mr.  Elliot  said  (hat,  in  seconding  the  motion 
of  (he  gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  he  felt  it  a 
duty  to  express  a  hope  chat  the  resoluiion  would 
not  only  be  adopted  with  perfect  ODBiiimity,  but 
that  we  should  no  longer  stop  at  the  precise 
point  of  the  adoption  of  a  Mmple  resolution,  call- 


it  i  (uc  mat  Bc»iou,  wiiu  (uaL  wuicD  uaaaiui;e  w:va 

derived  from  the  public  ppers,  has  produced  a 
loud  expression  of  public  lodignation,  which  it  is 


MOiiment  of  (he  Executive,  which  bas  been  ad- 
milted  even  by  its  opponeols  to  be  correct  and 
honorable.  Has  the  time  arrived  when  it  has 
become  indispensably  necessary  to  leduce  this 
principle  to  praciicef  Do  we  suffer  insult  and 
habitual  wroogl  Our  merchants  call  loudly  for 
the  redress  of  iojtiries.  I  hope  we  shall  redress 
them.  Lei  us  eiteod  to  them  the  arm  of  national 
protection,  bul  let  us  extend  it  also  to  another 
class  of  injured  citizens ;  while  we  give  it  to  the 
rich,  let  us  not  withhold  it  from  tbe  poor.  The 
grOBQs  of  our  impressed  fellow -citizens  mingle 
with  the  murmurs  of  every  gale  from  the  ocean! 
The  queen  of  thai  element  ought  no  longer  to  be 
suffered  to  bespangle  her  diadem  wiih  the  tears  of 
American  seamen,  or  to  subsiituit;  her  wilt  and 
ber  interest  for  the  laws  of  nature  and  of  nations. 
It  is  to  be  hoped  that,  upon  this  subject,  we  shall 
Mke  an  altitude  wonby  of  the  nation  ;  an  attitude 
Dot  to  be  abandoned  but  by  obtaining  complete 
joBiice. 

The    resolution  was  then  agreed    to  nnaoi- 
mously. 

CONTBaTED  ELECTION. 

Mr.  FiNDLBT,  from  the  Commitiee  of  Elections, 
to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  John  Dong- 


lass,  praying  ihe  House  of  RepreteBtativesof  the 
United  Slates  to  appoint  a  commission  to  set  in 
Philadelphia,  for  the  purpose  of  investigating  Ihe 
election  of  Micb&bl  Leib,  returned  as  a  member 
of  (his  House  from  the  Siate  of  Pennsylvania, 
that  if  (he  same  be  found  illegal,  a  new  election 
may  be  granted,  reported,  that  haviag,  according 
to  order,  bad  the  same  under  consideration,  they 
submit  the  following  report: 

A  petition  against  the  election  of  anj  person  istumed 
H  a  member  of  the  Hduk  of  ReprewntatiTes,  ought 
to  state  the  ground  on  which  the  election  is  contested, 
with  such  certainlj  as  to  give  reasonable  notice  tbereof 
lo  the  sitting  member,  and  lo  enable  the  House  to  judge 
whether  the  same  bo  verified  b;  the  |woaf,  and  if  prov^ 
whether  it  be  sufficient  lo  vacate  (lie  aeat)  and  the  pe- 
titioner ought  not  to  be  admitted  to  give  eridenM  of 
any  fact  not  tubstantiall;  alleged  in  his  petition. 

In  tbe  present  case,  the  petition  contains  no  direct 
or  specific  charge  of  an  illegality  in  the  election.  The 
only  Bllegationi  are  general  and  indhect;  that  is,  bj  a 
historj  of  the  proceedings  of  certain  meetings  and 
committees  of  eleotars,  and  by  reference  U>  a  subjoined 
report  of  one  of  thoM  committees  and  the  doeatnenta 
aecompanjing  it,  whieh  documents  appear  to  be  aeren 
ex  parte,  depositiens,  not  admianble  in  eridaice,  and 
not  deemed  premier  lo  be  considered  as  parts  of  the  peti- 
tion, by  being  generally  referred  to  therein. 

The  committee  are  of  opinion,  that  on  anch  a  peti- 
tion (here  can  be  no  aatis&ctory  trial  of  tbe  merit*  of 
the  election  in  question;  and  tlureibre  recommend  the 
following  resolution: 

Raohed,  That^e  petitioner  have  leave  to  withdimw 
hia  petitiBu  and  the  papers  aecompanjing  the  aane. 

The  House  immedialely  took  the  reaolutioa 
into  consideration,  aod  agreed  to  it  without  debate 
or  division. 

On  motion  of- Mr.  J.  RanooLPH  the  galleries 
were  cleared  about  one  o'clock.  The  doors  eosr 
(inued  closed  until  a  short  lima  beyond  the  usual 

Sriod  of  adjournment,  when,  on  motion,  the 
ouse  adjourned. 

T1TB8DAV,  January  7. 

The  House  spent  (he  morning  in  Ihe  reception 
and  reference  of  petiiions. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  J.  Randolfh,  ihe  gal- 
leries were  cleared  al  about  twelve  o'clock,  and 
continued  closed  uniil  the  House  adjourned,  about 
the  usual  honr. 

Weonesdat,  January  8. 

Mr.  Mariom,  from  ihe  commiKee  Bppoin(ed  on 
Ihe  sixteenih  ultimo,  presented  a  bill  declaring  tbe 
consent  of  Congress  10  an  act  of  the  Stai^  of  South 
Carolina,  passed  on  the  tweoiy-hrsi  day  of  De> 
cember,io  the  year  i^our  Lord  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  four,  so  far  as  (he  same  relates  to 
auiborizinK  the  City  Council  of  Chailenton,  lo  im- 
pose and  collect  a  duly  on  tbe  tonnage  of  veaaeli 
from  foreign  ports;  which  was  read  twice  and 
commiited  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  en  Mon- 
day next 

Mr.  Tau-madqe,  from  the  committee  appointed 
on  the  (hirty-Grst  ultimo,  presented  a  bill  relating 
to  bunds  given  by  maiahals;  vhichwasread  twice 
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and  coQiniitted  M  a  Conunittee  of  the  Whole  on 
Mondif  oezt. 

A  message  from  ihe  Senate  informed  (be  Mouse 
tbat  the  Senate  have  passed  the  bill,  eotiiled  "An 
act  to  provide  for  liglit-houses  in  Long  Island 
Somd,  and  to  declare  Rojbury,  in  the  Stale  of 
Masse chusetla,  lo  be  a  port  of  deliTery,"  with  an 
smeudmeni ;  to  which  thej'  desire  the  coocar' 
reneeofthisHoane. 

Mr.  BiDwBLL,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  commiued  aresolutioD  relative  to  William 
Eaton,  submitted  the  fullowing  resolution: 

Raohtd,  by  Hit  Smote  and  Houte  of  R^eitnlO' 
tinea  oftht  United  Statu  in  Congrue  aitemiied.  That 
the  tbuki  of  CoogrsH  be,  uid  oerebj  ue,  preunted 
to  Williun  EttoD,  and  his  braia  ufodila*,  fbi  tbeir 
dietinguiihed  tamca,  in  the  late  eipedilion,  planned 
and  conducted  b^  him  Agaiuit  Tripoli,  in  the  eiecu' 
tion  of  which  they  marched  from  £gjpt,  through  the 
deaerC  of  Ljbia,  and  nith  the  co-operstian  of  the  ei- 
BaihaiT,  end  the  suistence  of  a  ameJl  part  of  the  naval 
force  of  the  United  Slates,  defeated  the  Tripoliteii 
arm;,  look  the  city  of  Deme,  aod  eventially  contri' 
bated  lo  the  tennination  of  Ihe  war,  and  the  restora- 
tiaii  of  OUT  captive  fellaw-citizens  to  liber^  and  their 
eonntry. 

Referred  to  n 'Co  aim  it  tee  of  the  Whole  House 
on  Saturday. 

ARMING  THE  MILITIA. 

Ur.  VABKim  observed  tbat  it  would  be  found, 
br  the  militia  retDrat,  tbat  there  was  in  some  parts 
of  the  Union  a  considerable  deficiency  of  fire-armi. 
That  inquiry  might  be  made  into  thi;  subject, 
and  proper  arrangemeots  be  made  for  correcting' 
the  evil,  he  moved  the  following  resolution; 

Jtetohed,  That  a  eoDunitlee  be  appoiitled  to  coniider 
wfcellier  any,  and,  if  any,  what  meaeoTM  are  neeeasaiy 
to  be  adopted  to  complete  Ae  aiming  of  the  militia  ^ 
the  Unitnl  State*. 

The  House  immediately  took  (bis  resolution 
into  coDsideratioo,  and  agreed  lo  it,  with  a  modi- 
fication, suggested  by  Mr.  J.  C.  Smith,  referring 
h  lo  the  committee  charged  iriib  that  ym  of  the 
Me^nge  of  the  President  wfaicb  relates  to  the 
militia. 

Mr.  Vasmnii  saidj  that  the  inquiry,  directed  to 
be  made  by  ibis  resolution,  might  be  facilitated, 
ha  would  move  the  following  resolution : 

JUeohed,  Tbat  the  Beeretaiy  of  War  be  directed  to 
lay  before  Ihia  House  iitatementaf  Ihe  number offira- 
arma  fit  for  nse.  the  proper^  of  tiie  United  States,  de- 
■gnating  the  ptacfs  where  ibey  eis  depoiiUd 

This  resoluiioo  was  immediately  agreed  to. 
ARMY  REGULATIONS. 

The  bill  for  establishing  rules  and  articles  for 
ikegovernmeaiof  the  armies  of  the  United  Stales 
vas  read  the  third  lime. 

Several  verbal  amendments  were  suggested  as 
proper  tp  be  made. 

Ur.  G.  W.  CAHFBKI.L  moved  to  recommit  the 
bill  lo  a  select  committee,  with  the  view  of  modi- 
fying It  so  as  to  render  more  definite  the  powers 
of  courts  martial,  and  particularly  that  the  power 
of  inflicting  the  puoislitaepi  of  death  should  be 
more  guardedly  bestowed. 


This  motion  was  supported  by  Mr.  Fibe,  and 
opposed  by  Messrs.  GoNaAD,  and  Eablv;  and  lost 
— yeas  44,  nays  57. 

Mr.  Smiug  then  moved  a  recoromitmeDl  of  the 
S9th  article  lo  the  Comtnillee  of  the  Whole  House, 
for  the  purpose  of  making  the  verbal  ameodmenti 
previously  suggested. 

This  motion  was  carried — yess  55,  nays  47; 
and  the  article  made  the  order  for  this  diiy :  When, 

At  the  request  of  Mr  J;  Bandoli-b,  ibe  galleries 
were  cleared  about  two  o'clock,  and  remained 
closed  till  near!  o'clock,  when  the  House  ad- 
journed. 

Tedrbdav,  January  9. 

Mr.  Or  EDO,  from  the  committee  appointed  on 
so  much  of  the  President's  Message  es  relates  to 
a  NaVal  Peace  Eiiablisbmenlj  having  obtained 
leave,  submitted  a  bill  in  additioo  to  aa  act,  en- 
titled en  act  supplemenlary  to  ibe  act  providing 
for  a  Naval  Peace  Gitablishment,  and  for  other 
purposes;  which  was  referred  lo  a  Committee  of 
ihe  Whole  House  on  Tuesday. 

[This  bill  repeals  the  second  and  fourth  sectiona 
of  the  act  recited  in  the  title,  authorizes  the  Pre- 
sident to  keep  in  actual  service  in  lime  of  peace 
so  many  of  toe  frigates  and  other  public  armed 
vessels,  as  in  his  judgment  the  nature  of  the  ser- 
vioe  may  require,  and  to  cause  the  residue  lo  be 
laid  up  IQ  ordinary,  in  conTenieol  ports — directa 
ibe  public  armed  vessels  in  actual  service  In  lime 
of  peace  to  be  officered  and  manned  as  tbe  Presi- 
dent shall  direct,  provided  that  the  officers  shall 
not  exceed  Ihirteen  captains,  nine  masters  com- 
mandant, seventy-lwo  lieutenants,  and  >one  hun- 
dred and  Gfiy  midshipmen,  who  are  to  receive  no 
more  than  half  their  monthly  pay  while  not  under 
orders  for  actual  servioe,  and  provided  that  the 
whole  number  of  able  seamen,  ordinary  seamen, 
and  boysisballnotezeeed  nine  baodred  and  twen- 
ty-five ;  the  President  bein^  at  liberty  to  appoint 
for  ibe  vessels  in  actual  service,  as  many  surgeons, 
surgeons'  males,  sailingmasters,  chaplains,  puree rs, 
boatswains,  gupners,  sailmakers,  and  carpenlera, 


the  Whole  on  the  89ib  article  of  the  bill  establish* 
iog  rules  and  article»  of  war  for  the  government 
of  tbe  armies  of  tbe  United  States. 

Having  verbally  Amended  thiaacticle,  the  Com- 
mittee rose,  and  the  House  confirmed  tbe  amend- 
ment, and  ordered  the  anicle,'*o  amended,  lo  be 
engrossed  for  a  third  reading  lo  day. 

The  House  took  into  consideralion,  and  con- 
curred in  the  amendment  proposed  by  the  Senate 
to  the  billproviding  ligbi-bouses  on  Long  Island 
Sound.  The  bill  therefore,  only  requires  the  sig- 
nature of  the  President,  to  be  a  law.  The  amend- 
ment directs  tbe  Secretary  of  Ibe  Treasury  to 
have  the  lights  so  constructed  as  to  be  distinguished 
from  all  other  lights  in  the  neighborhood. 

When,  about  twelve  o'clock,  on  the  motion  of 
Mr.  Thomas,  tbe  galleries  were  cleared.  They 
remained  closed  uniilfour  o'clock,  when  the  Hotue 
adjoutued. 
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Fhidat,  JaBQftTy  10. 

The  eigbty-DiQlh  article  of  the  first  seclioo  of 
the  bill  for  eitablishinij;  rules  and  articles  for  the 
goverDmenl  of  ibe  armies  of  the  United  Slates  was 
brought  up,  enrrassed,  and  read  the  third  time. 

Maotved,  Tbal  the  Mid  bill  do  pass,  aod  that 
the  title  be,  "An  act  for  eslablishiog  rules  and 
articles  for  the  gOTeinment  of  the  armies  of  the 
United  States." 

Mr.  Holmes  presented  ■  memorial  from  the 
GommoD  Council  of  Alexandria,  praying  that 
the  provisions  of  the  third  section  of  the  act  of 
Congress  relative  to  quarantines  maybe  extended 
to  the  District  of  Columbia,  that  there  may  be 
erected  at  Jonas' Poii^i,  the  necessary  buildings  for 
the  accommodation  of  sick  and  disabled  aeemen. 
and  that  a  general  quaraotine  establish  meat  maf 
be  made  at  Jones'  Point,  at  the  public  expense; 
which  was  referred  to  the  Commiuee  of  Commerce 
and  Manufactures. 

Mr.  Thohas  presented  certain  proceedings  of 
the  Houseof  Representatives  of  Pennsylvania,  rel- 
ative to  the  conveyance  of  the  mails  and  the  im- 
position of  postage,  which  was  referred  to  tbe 
tost  Office  committee. 

At  about  12  o'clock  tbe  galleries  wer«  elearecb 
and  continued  closed  until  p4st  3  o'clock. 

Saturday,  January  11. 

The  Shakeb  laid  before  the  Houaealettet  from 
thu  Secretary  of  War,  exbibiting  a  stateaeot  of 
the  number  of  Ere-aiias,  the  property  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  ,fit  for  oeCideu^DaUng  theplaee>whan 
tbeyaredepoiitedi  bywtuchitajipeBfs,tha>t,exclu- 
■Ave  of  tbe  arms  in  the  hands  ta  the  troops  ib  tbe 
service  of  the  United  Slates,  thei*aie  deposited  in 
various  pkoes :  113,501  natnkets  with  bayonets, 
3,666  rifle*,  62  fwile,  1,938  pair  of  pislob,  and  918 
carbinea. 

This  coaitDDaicBtion  was  referred  to  the  cob^ 
miltes  ■ppoioled  en  the  aniuDg  of  the  mititia. 

A  short  time  al^ei  eleven  o'clock,  the  galleries 
vere  cleared.  They  eontintied  closed  until  fovr 
o'clock,  when  tbe  House  adjourned. 

Monday,  January  13. 

Several  petitioaa  of  snndry  iahabitaMs  of  the 
counties  of  Randolph  and  St.  Clair,  in  the  iadfaaa 
Territary,  werti  presented  to  the  House  and  read, 
pmying,  foi  the  reasons  therein  set  forth,  that  the 
Surveyor  Genenl  of  the  Unite]  States  may  be  di- 
reeted  to  run  a  line,  eonKnenciDg  at  a  place  calkd 
PaysBB.  above  Cahokia,  and  ending  at  —  river, 
below  Kaskaskia,  in  such  a  manner  OS  will  include 
all  the  aetllemeDts made  belwcen  those  two  points; 
and  that  the  land  which  shall  be  so  iacluded,  may 
be  exempted  from  the  mode  of  survey  and  term* 
of  sale  to  which  the  other  public  lands  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  ar«  subject. — Referred  to  the  CaaiAit- 
tee  on  the  Public  Lands. 

A  Message  was  reeeired  from  Ae  Pre^deot  of 
tho  United  9tal«s  comprUiDg  a  stataiMnt  of  the 
meatDTes  of  the  Executive  relative  to  obcaiaing 


the  co-operation  of  the  ei-Bashaw  of  Trip<di 
against  the  reigning  Bey,  and  the  application  of 
the  ex-Bashaw  for  compensation  for  servicea  ren- 
dered the  United  States  accompanied  by  variona 
eltteidaiing  documents. 

The  Message  was  read,  and  referred  to  Mr. 
JoaBFii  Clay,  Mr.  John  C.  Smith,  Mr.  Rooer 
Nbi.0oi«,Mt.  CROWNiHSBiBLn,  Mr.  Gabhbtt,  Mr. 
FisE,  and  Mr.  Dickson. 

A  metnorial  of  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of 
Georgia  was  presented  to  the  Home  and  read, 
stating  ibat  great  oppression  and  injory  baa  arisea 
tosiradry  citizens  of  the  said  Sta.te,  lu  oansequence 
of  a  claim' of  the  State  of  North  Carolina  locefisia 
lands  lying  within  tbe  boundary  of  Georgia;  that 
the  rights  of  Georgia  have  been  no  less  affected  and 
violated  thereby,  and  praying  that  Congress  wiH 


tbe  two  States  to  beplainly  marked.— Referred tc 
Mr.  SPALniHO,  Mr.  Geohije  Washinqtoh  Camp- 
bell, Mr.  Tbouab  MooBB,  Mr.  StaiNp OBD,  aikd. 
Mr.  Eppes;  to  examine  and  report  their  opiaioa 
thereupon  to  the  House. 

Aboni  twelve  o'clock  tbe  galleries  were  again 
cleared  on  motion  of  Mr.  Jacksok.  The  House 
did  not  rise  till  near  five  o'clock. 


TQBsni)Y,  Jaonaiy  11. 

The  House  eommeaced  their  proceedings  this 
mottling,  at  eleven  o'cloek,  in  wciet  siuiog,  b»v^ 
ing  yesterday  adjourned  whil& tbe  doors  cDniinaail 
closed,  and  while  eoafdestial  busiacss  was  de- 
pendinr. 

The  Hooee eoMieued  sitting  until  three  o'elosk, 
whoa  the  doon  we>e  opened,  and  an  adjowriHiMai 


Wedkesday,  January  15. 

A  MeasBgc  was  received  from  the  Presidanl-a£ 
the  UnitedSiatei,  traasmittiaganacaotiotof  the 
grant  of  twenty  tboosaed  didlats,  bn  the  oomh^ 
gent  chargesof  Oovernmentiby  an  act  making  ap- 
pTDpriatioos  for  the  supsort  of  Government,  Iw 
the  year  one  thousand  eignt  hundred  and  five.  Tha. 
Message  was  read,  and  referred  t»  tbe  Conwittaa 
of  Ways  and  Means. 

A  Ueasage  was  received  from  the  President  »f 
the  Uoiied  States,  eommonieatiDg  the  ceport  of 
the  Direetev  of  tfae  Mint  of  the  opetUions  of  that 
insiituttoffl,  during  tbe  laet  year.  The  Message 
was  read,  and,  together  with  the  report  transmitted 
therewith,  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Ordend,  That  the  Committee  of  the  Whols 
House  to  whom  was  referred,  on  the  second  instant^ 
the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  Slate  on  the  peti- 
tioo  of  Peter  Landais,  he  discharged  from  tfae  eon* 
sideration  thereof;  and  that  the  said  report  and 
petition  be  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Cleima. 

On  the  sumestion  of  Mr.  Biowbll,  who  ob- 
served that  hehad  a  comniuni  cation  to  make  that 
required  closed  doors,  tbe  galleries  were  cleared 
about  twelve  o'clock,  and  remained  cloeed  till  fonr, 
when  the  Hook  adjourned. 
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'  Tbdhsdat,  JanoBTf  16. 
Ur.  J.  RiuiixiLFB,  from  the  Caamtitee  of  W>7t 
aid  Mmbb.  presented  ■  biit  makiDg  sn  additiooa) 
appre^ialion  to  mpply  the  deficiencf  ia  the  ap- 
prppnaiion  for  the  ntvsl  serTice,  daring  the  year 
one  liroasaod  eight  hundred  and  firei  which  was 
read  Iwioc  and  conamined  to«  Csmmiliee  of  the 
Whole  to-morrow. 

The  SpBACSK  laid  before  the  Hoiwa  a  letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  trantimiliing 
his  report  on  the  i)etitioaiof  theluspeotors  of  the 
Cusioins  of  ilie  cities  of  New  York,  Baltimore, 
and  Philadelphia,  referred  to  him  oo  the  fifth  aod 
twcDty-ihird  of  Deceinberlast,ai>d  oo  theelev«nih 
inatajit. — Refvneat  to  the  Committea  ofWaysaad 
Means. 

Mr.  FiNOKBT,  fren  (be  committee apftoisted  en 
the  tenth  ultimc^  preMotcd  a  bill  lo  incorporate 
ths  tr«st«es  of  the  Pmhyterian  Congresalton  of 
Qeorgetowa,  atid  for  other  purpoies ;  which  was 
read  iwi««  and  coiamltted  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Wbole  Honee  oa  Monday  neit. 
Od  motion,  it  was 
Jletoheii,  That  a  committee  be  appoinled  to  in- 
qjain  into  the  cxpedieocy  of  patsing  a  taw,  declar- 
iB(  tkeaitent  of  Coagrw  to  an  act  of  the  Oen- 
cial  Assembly  of  the  Slate  of  North  Carolina, 
passed  on  the  twenty-seeond  day  of  December  one 
thousand  cighi  haodrad  and  three,  entitled  "  An 
aetlo  aulkoriz*  the  State  of  Teitnessee  to  perfect 
title*  tolaad*  reearrad  (o  this  Stale  by  the  cession 
ut,  aad  that  the  committee  be  f  aihorized  to  re- 
port by  bill,  or  oiherwisfl. 

ep*rt<  That  Mr.  Ai.aT<u(,  Mr.  O.  W.  Cahp- 
BCLL,  Mr.  CBiTTgNDEii,  Mr.  Taloo,  and  Mr.  Ltoh. 
ba  appointad  a  aamnitnc,  ptmaant  id  the  said 
leiolatian. 

A  memorial  of  the  nMrabaots  and  Meiers  of 
thaeity  of  PhUadelphia,  was  preseated  to  th>;Hoiise 
and  read,  atatiog  the  extreme  embarrassments 
wUeh  baTB  arisen  to  iha  commerce  of  the  United 
Sutes,  in  consequence  of  the  new  assumed  prin- 
ciples by  ths  belligerent  Powers,  respecting  the 
rights  of  nentrals,  isd  the  restrictions  thereby  im- 
pMed ;  that,  under  the  pressnie  of  these  erils,  and 
thi  tuaucB  mod  depiedations  committed,  both  in 
ika  knropaan  and  W*at  Indian  seas,  on  their  law- 
fol  caBmeree,  th«y  took  with  confidence  to  the 
ptoteetisg  arm  of  GoTemmenl,  and  pray  that  effi- 
cient measures  may  be  dcTised  to  momiain  tbe 
righia  and  Tindicata  the  honor  of  the  United 
Slatf*.— Referred  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole 
on  the  slate  of  the  Union. 

Tbe  House  resolved  itself  iMO  a  Committee  of 
the  Wbok  on  the  bill  to  repeal  the  act  to  antbor- 
iie-tha  receipt  of  evidences  of  the  public  debt,  in 
payntent  for  the  lands  of  the  United  States,  and 
lac  other  parpoees  relative  to  the  public  debt ;  and 
after  some  iim.e  spent  therein  the  Committee  re- 
ported the  bill  without  anendmeni. 

Friday,  January  17. 

Hi  Orbim,  from  tb*  C^mmittM  on  tbe  Public 

Lands,  to  whom  wa«  referred,  oa  the  Iweaty-ser- 

enth  ultimo,  the  memorial  and  petition  of  the  Di- 


reetfirs  and  Agents  of  the  Ohio  Cctnpany.  made 
a  report  thereon;  which  was  read, and  considered: 
Whereupon, 

Htmhtd,  That  tbe  prayer  of  the  memorialists, 
so  far  as  respects  their  appficalion  for  twenty  mile- 
square  lots,  ought  not  to  be  granted,  and  th«t  they 
have  leave  to  withdraw  Ibeir  memorial. 

Mr.  Tehnet,  froDi  tbe  Committee  of  Rerisal 
and  Unfinished  Business,  presented  a  bill  further 
oDtinue  in  force  the  act,  entitled  "An  act  for 
iblishinglrBdiog-houseswilh  the  Indian  tribes;" 
which  was  read  twice  and  cornmitted  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  Comaaerce  aad  Manufactures. 

A  memorial'  and  petitions  of  sundry  iahabitCBts 
of  the  counties  of  Raadolph  and  Sl  Clair,  in  the 
Indiana  Territory,  were  pieseeted  lo  the  House 
and  read,  suggesting  die  expediracy  of  a  IliTision 
of  the  Indiana  Territory,  and  the  erection  into  a 
separate  Territorial  government  of  a  part  there- 
of; of  the  formation  of  a  Western  State;  of  the 
adcnissioa  of  slavery  into  tbe  said  Territory,  either 
uncflBditioiial  or  uader  sndi  Fcttriciions  as  Con- 
gress may  impose;  and,  also,  praying  redress 
against  cerlaia  oppressive  acts  ol  the  Execuiire 
authority  of  the  said  Territory. —Referred  to  the 
committee  appointed,  on  the  nineWeuih  ultimo,  on 
a  lettn  froiA  William.  Henry  Harrison,  Gover- 
nor of  the  Indiana  Territory. 

Mr.  Oaaoe  said  that  behad  early  in  the  session 
ofercd  a  resolution,  which  he  thought  had  been 
at  the  time  referred  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole 
HoMse.  Finding  that  this  was  not  the  case,  he 
rose  to  move  that  it  should  be  so  referred.  This 
retc^tioB,  aa  follows,  was  taken  into  considera- 
tion—ayes 68,  noes  21 — and  referred  to  a  Com- 

ittee  of  1^  Whole  House  on  iha  first  Mtmday 

I  Pebmary. 

Stwlmd,  TlAt  so  imieh  of  an  act  entitled  "  Ah  act  reg- 
nlstilistbe  grants  of  land,  and  providing  for  the  disposal 
of  the  tiads  of  ttM  (Jntted  Ststo*  lonthorthe  Stateof 
Tennessee,"  as  appropriates  an;  portion  of  said  land*  for 
*'-  -  pmpMe  of  satisfymf ,  qaieling,  or  compensaling  any 
UBS  la  tbe  aaid  lan^  derived  &obi  an  j  act,  or  pia- 
tended  as  t  of  the  State  of  Georgia,  and  neither  rsaog» 
niaed  bj  tbe  articles  of  agreement  and  eeisioa  betwee* 
tbe  United  States  and  the  State  of  OeoKgia,  dm  en- 
braced  bj  the  tiro  first  sections  of  the  abovameutMaed 
act,  be  repealed. 

BBITLSH  AOORESSIOKS.    ^ 

Mr.  J.  R«iinoLMi  said  he  had  a  motion  to  maVe 
which  required  the  galleries  previously  to  be 
cleared. 

The  galleries  were  accordingly  cleared,  and  con- 
tinued so  for  about  two  hoars;  when  tlie  <k)ors 
were  opened,  and  a  Message  from  the  President 
of  the  tJniled  Siatea  was  presented  by  Mr  Coles. 
This  Message,  being  partly  of  a  nublic,  and 
partly  of  a  confidential  natnre,  the  galleries  were 
cleared  for  a  short  time,  while  the  latter  part  was 
read.  The  doors  being  again  opened,  the  Clerk 
read  the  fwmer  part  of  tbe  Message,  relative  to  Bri- 
tish a^essions  on  neutral  rights.  The  Message 
contains  a  copy  of  a  letter  transmitted  by  the  Sec- 
retary of  Suie  to  Mr.  Monroe,  dated  April  1, 1S05, 
ontheimpressment  of  American  seamen;  and  the 
1  cc^y  of  a  letter  fram  the  Secretary  to  Mr.  Mob- 
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loe,  dated  April  12,  1805,  on  the  doeirine  laieir 
Ht  up  by  Briiaia.  relaiire  to  neuiral  trade.  Be- 
sides tbese  pspm,  the  Message  enclosed  meinorials 
from  tbe  merchants  of  New  York,  of  Newburj- 
port,  of  Pbiladelpbia,  and  of  Charleston,  and  from 
the  United  lasurance  Company  of  Netr  York, 
from  ihe  Newport  Insurance  Company,  and  from 
the  Norfolk  Marine  iDsuranee  Company. 

Mi.  TaoMAS  moTed  ihe  leference  of  (he  Mes- 
sage to  a  Commiiiee  of  tbe  Whole  on  the  stale  of 
tbe  Union. 

Mr.  Nicholson  observed  that  a  subject  inti- 
mately connected  with  that  of  the  Message  had 
been  already  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Meaoa  ;  apd  moved  the  reference  of  the  Mes- 
SBse  to  that  commiitee. 

Mr.  TaoMAB  replied,  (hat  the  memorial  from  the 
merchanis  of  the  cities  of  New  York  and  Phila- 
delphia on  tbe  same  subject,  had  been  referred  to  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  tbe  slate  of  tbe  Union. 

The  question  of  reference  to  a  Committee  of 
tbe  Whole  House  was  taken  and  passed  in  the  neg- 
alive — ayes  29. 

Mr.  NtcROLSoif  then  moved  to  refer  the  Message 
to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means. 

Mr.  Chovtninbbibld  said  he  could  not  conceive 
why  a  reference  should  be  made  to  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means.  It  had  no  connexion,  or  a 
Tery  remote  connexion,  with  revenue.  Surely,  said 
Mr,  C.  we  are  not  going  to  settle  our  difference  on 
this  point  by  pounds,  shiliiugs,  and  pence.  He 
concluded  by  moving  a  reference  to  a  select. cmu- 
miitee. 

Mr.  Daha  observed  that  the  Message  embraced 
two  distinct  poioio,  one  relative  to  spoliations  on 
out  trade,  which  might  go  to  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Meanii,  and  the  other,  relative  to  the 
impressment  of  our  seamen,  which  tronld  most 
properly  be  referred  to  a  select  commiiiae. 

Mr.  NicBouioii  varied  his  motion  in  the  wxy 
sntKesied  by  Mr.  Daha. 

The  House  concurred  in  his  molioB  to  refer  so 
much  of  the  Message  as  relates  to  spoliations  to 
the  Commiitee  of  Ways  and  Means— ayes  59, 
noes  13. 

So  much  of  tbe  said  Message'ns  relates  to  tbe 
impressment  of  seamen  was  referred  to  a  select 
committee  of  seven  members. 

Mr.  OREfio,  from  the  Committee  on  tbe  Public 
Lands,  made  a  report  on  the  memorial  of  the  di- 
rectors and  agents  of  the  Ohio  Company.  The 
report  Slates  Ibat  since  the  date  of  the  memorial 
legislative  provision  bad  been  made  for  all  the  ob- 
jects prayed  for,  except  one.  This  is,  that  a  grant 
may  be  made  in  aid  of  schools,  of  a  lot  of  land 
twenty  miles  square,  in  lieu  of  the  existing  appro- 
priation of  land.  The  report  concludes  wiili  a 
resoluiioo  tbui  the  prayer  of  the  memorial,  so  far 
u  relates  to  tbe  application  for  a  lot  of  land  of 
twenty  miles  square, ought  not  to  be  granted. 

The  House  immediately  considered  the  report, 
and  concurred  iu  it  without  division. 

Monday.  January  20. 

Mr.  Olii«,  one  of  the  Represeatalives  from  (he 

State  of  VermoDt,  presentM  to  the  House  certain 


resolutions  of  tbe  General  Assembly  of  tbe  said 
State,  proposing  an  article  of  amendment  to  the 
Conatituiion  of  the  United  States,  to  prevent  the 
importation  of  slaves,  or  people  of  color,  from  any 
of  the  West  India  islands,  from  tbe  coast  of  Af- 
rica, or  elsewhere,  into  the  United  States,  or  any 
part  thereof;  which  were  read  and  ordered  to  lie 
on  tbe  table. 

Mr.  Stanley  moved  the  following  resolution; 

Ktiohtd,  That  the  President  of  the  United  States 
be   requested  to  CKUae  to  be   Isid  before  the  House 

general  return  of  alt  and  singular  the  warlike  stores. 


tenet,  of  iron  and  brass,  from  a  forty-two  pounder 
cannitter,  grape,  dec,  with  csniages  and  implements, 
describing  the  condition  Of  the  same,  whether  fit  oi 
unfit  for  senile,  noting  tbe  place  ot  depodt,  and  onder 
nhoM  direction;  morlan,  howiuen,  beds,  and  travej* 
ling  carriages,  of  JiBerenl  calibres,  from  mine  to  two 
pounders,  with  crinleera,  boxes,  totnbrela,  ammunition- 
wagons  with  bamesi,  noting  where  situsled  or  deposit- 
ed; shot,  shells,  grape,  and  cannMter,  attached.to  the 
different  calibres  as  above;  ammunition  and  compoai- 
tion  of  powder  in  magazines,  onenals,  and  gnn-houws. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  resolution  do  lie  on  the 
Ubie. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  JackboNi 

Jietolved,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Public 
Lands  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  tbe  expedtencr 
of  providing,  by  law,  for  the  legal  adjudication  of 
claims  set  up  by  persons  in  virtne  of  purchases, 
or  transfers  from  purcbuen,  of  lands  of  tbe  Uni- 
ted States,  previous  to  the  emanation  of  grants 
under  their  authority. 

Tbe  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Commktee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  far  the  relief  of  the  Qor- 
ernor,  Secretary,  and  Judges,  of  the  late  Territorf 
of  the  United  Slates  northwest  of  the  rivet  Ohio. 
Tbe  bill  waa  reported  without  amendment,  and 
ordered  to  be  engrossed,  and  read  the  third  tiaw 
to-morrow. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  oD  ihe  bill  to  extend  the  lime  for  taking 
the  oatb  and  giviog  bond  in  cases  of  drawback, 
and  for  other  pnrposes;and,  after  sometime  spent 
therein,  the  Commitlee  rose  and  reported  the  said 
bill,  and  obtained  leave  to  sit  again,  and  tbe  bill 
was  recommitted  to  tbeCommTitee  of  Commerce 
and  Manufactures. 

An  engrossed  bill  making  an  additional  appro- 
priation to  supply  the  deficiency  in  the  appropria- 
tion for  the  naval  service,  during  tbe  year  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  five,  was  read  tbe 
third  time  and  passed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Nioholbon,  tbe  House  re- 
solved itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  whole  House 
on  a  bill  makiuK  an  additional  appropriation  to 
supply  the  deficiency  ia  tbe  appropriation  for  the 
naval  service  during  the  year  1806. 

The  Chairman  having  read  over  the  bill,  Mr. 
NicBOLaoH  moved  to  fill  the  blank  with  the  sum 
of  t350,000,  remarking  that  this  sum,  added  to 
that  already  appropriated,  amounted  to  $600,000, 
which  constituted  the  entire  deficiency  for  the 
last  year. 
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Thia  moiion  was  agraed  (o  wkhoui  debate — 

The  Conunitiee  rem  aod  reported  th«jr  agree- 
menl  to  the  bill  with  ihe  above  am«Ddineat,  which 
the  House  immedialelr  took  iaio  coaKideratioD 
aod  agreed  to,  and  ordered  the  bill  to  bq  engroMea 
fw  a  third  reading  this  day. 

Oa  moiion  of  Mr.  Qbeqo,  the  House  went  into 
a  Conunitiee  of  ibe  Whole  on  a  bill  to  eKtend  the 
powers  of  the  Surrefor  General  to  the  Territory 
of  Louiaiana,  and  for  other  purposed. 

Mr.  Gbeoo  slated  that  the  object  of  this  bill  was 
to  place  the  people  of  Louiaiana  with  regard  to 
the  public  lands  on  the  same  footing:  with  the 
people  of  the  Territories  of  Indiaoa  and  Orleans, 
trliich  object  had  not  been-alleaded  to  io  the  acts 
of  Congress  recently  passed  on  the  subject. 

Mr.  Gbeog  moved  several  ameodmeDts,  which 
were  agreed  lo,  accomDiodaliiig  the  verbal  lan- 

Siage  of  the  bill  to  that  made  nse  of  in  the  other 
ndtawa. 

On  moiion  of  Mr.  Paske,  a  new  section  was 
introduced,  allowing  c la iniants  of  land  either  Qik- 
der  the  French  or  Spanish  Governments,  or  de- 
rived from  actual  aetilemenis,  or  from  other  sour- 
ces, until  the  first  day  of  Jane,  to  give  evidence  of 
their  claims  and  have  the  n me  recorded,  aoii  de- 
claring alt  other  claims  null  and  void  forever. 

Mr.  Gbeqo  moved  so  to  amend  the  bill  as  to 
allow  a  salary  of  0400  to  the  principal  aurveyor, 
jo  eonsideratioQ  of  his  being  obliged  to  keep  an 
office,  and  being  thereby  disabled  Irom  executing 
many  surveys  himself. 

MotiaD.loil— yeas  26. 

Some  other  tubordinateamendmeDta  were  made, 
whenlheCommitteeroseandreported  their  agree- 
ment to  the  bill,  with  sundry  ameodmenta. 

The  House  immediately  coosidered  the  report, 
and  concurred  in  all  the  amendmenis,  except  that 
for  inlrodncing  a  new  section,  offered  by  Mr. 
Pabkb,  to  which  they  disagreed,  only  ten  mem- 
beia  rising  in  favor  ofil. 

Mr.  Greoo  renewed  his  amendment  for  allow- 
iag  a  salary  of  $400  to  the  principal  surveyor, 
which  wis  disagreed  to — yeas  42,  nays  43. 

Ordertd,  Thai  the  bill  be  engrossed  for  a  third 
tcading  UMnortow. 

ELIZABETH  PECKHAM. 

Hr.  Cbowninbbield,  from  the  Comiaittee  of 
CoiDiDeree  and  Manufactures,  having  considered 
the  petttioQ  of  Elizabeth  Peckhim,  of  North 
KingtloD,  in  the  State  of  Rhode  Island,  widow 
of  &Bedicl  Peckham,  referred  to  them  by  the 
HDos«of  Representatives,  on  the  lltbof  Decem- 
ba,  •ubmiiled  the  following  report: 

The  petitioner  Mates  that  her  huiband,  Benedict 
Peekham,  in  the  month  of  Aagnat,  1801,  sailed  bom 
Bhode  Usnd  tm  a  voyage  lo  the  West  Indies,  sad  im- 
ported  from  thence,  into  Wsshington  district.  North 
Carojins,  sbonl  twenty-two  hogsheads  sf  rum,  and 
there  enleied  and  landed  the  isine,  snd  gave  bond 
with  Wjlliun  Ross,  as  saietj  for  the  duties,  unonnting 
In  six  hundred  and  eighteen  doEIsrs  and  fortj-fbur 
cttits.  That  the  marksts  not  snsneriDB  the  axpecta- 
tiaaa  of  tlw  said  Peckham,  he  reshipped  the  said  rugi, 


and  look  passage  theMwith  himaelf  fbr  New  Tetk, 
about  the  18th  of  Febiuaiy,  1803.  That,  soon  aAar, 
a  violent  storm  tame  on,  and  without  doubt  the  vesasi 
and  every  person  UQ  board  Were  lost,  as  tiiev  have 
never  been  heard  of  since  that  time.  That  the  said 
Ross  was  obliged  to  paj  the  duties  on  the  mm,  snd 
commenced  his  sction  therefor,  snd  atlsched  a  dwel- 
ling-hoiise  and  four  acres  of  land,  aitnated  in  North 
Kingston,  in  Rhode  Island,  on  which  the  petitioner  re- 
aided  with  her  children,  and  obtained  judgment  on  his 
suit,  and  caused  the  house  and  Isnd  to  be  Bold  it  auc- 
tion. The  petitioner  further  states  that  the  said  Peck- 
ham died  in  debt  to  the  amoont  of  the  remainder  of 
his  eetate,  and  that  she  witb  her  six  children  are  tamed 
odt  oTtteir  home  in  eonseqnence  of  this  decision. 

The  petitioner  pnivs  that  the  amount  of  daty  on  tiu 
tw«n^<4wo  bogaheaib  of  mm  ma;  be  refunded. 

The  ooiunittee .  consider  this  as  a  hard  case,  and  If 
thaa  homsnity  alone  was  lo  be  conmlted  on  the  oo- 
caston,  they  could  not  hesitate  to  recomiaend  that  tbo 
wished  for  relief  should  be  granted ;  but  the;  cannot 
venture  to  recommeud  a  deviation  Irom  the  invariable 
practice  of  the  House  on  all  nmilar  applications.  The 
decisions  have  been  foonded  on  strict  commercial  ju^ 
lice.  When  articles  are  imported  and  banded  nt  the 
custom-house,  the  duties  form  a  part  of  their  valna, 
and  immediately  become  an  insurable  interest.  In  the 
case  under  consideration,  the  rum  might  have  been  in- 
sured, (altbongh  it  is  not  stated  that  it  was  insursdj 
and  the  loss  would  have  talten  on  the  underwriter*.  It 
is  tme  it  was  not  consumed  in  the  country  ;  this,  how- 
ever, ought  not  to  make  any  difference,  if  it  is  consid- 
ered that  the  article  was  going  fiom  port  to  port  in  tile 
United  Btates,  with  coasting  documents,  no  bonds  hav- 


fund  the  doltea  on  sU  goods  whidi  roay  receive  dam- 
age after  impartatioD,  and  previous  to  ihtii  oansnmp- 
tion,  and  even  in  ease*  of  loss  by  firs,  storms,  and 
(rem  inety  sccadeut  or  injury  whatever. 

Coneidering,  therelbre,  the  danger  that  wonM  ariaa 
from  innovating  upon  the  revenue,  system  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  in  a  pnnciple  of  thia  msgaitude,  the  com- 
mittee are  induced  to  ofier  the  following  resolution  : 

Saohed,  That  the  petitioner  have  leave  to  with- 
draw her  petition. 

The  report  was  agreed  to, 

IMPORTATION  OF  BLAVEa 
The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  a  moiion  of  the  tenth'  ultimo,  "  for 
imposing  a  tax  or  duty  of  ten  dollars  per  head 
upon  all  slaves  hereafter  imported  into  tmy  of  the 
United  Slates." 

Mr.  Sloan  said,  he  would  not  take  up  much  of 
the  time  of  the  House  in  discussing  a  resolution, 
the  object  of  which  was  bo  plain  as  rendered  it 
scarcely  possible  to  elucidate  it.  He  would  read 
[hat  section  of  the  Constitution  which  gave  Con- 
gress the  poweroflegislatiog  on  ibis  subject,  which 
was  so  clear  ns  to  require  notbing  to  be  said  in 
addition  to  iL 
The  ninth  section  of  the  first  article  is  in  these 

"  The  migration  or  importation  of  SDcb  persons  aa 
any  of  the  Stalea  now  existing  shall  think  proper  to 
admit,  shall  not  be  prohibited  bj  the  Congress,  prior  ta 
the  year  1808 1  but  a  tax  or  duty  may  be  impiwed  en 
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■ndi  impartitioii,  n*t  awaJiBg  tan  AilUn  fin  M^ 

I  coDceire, stid  Mr.  Bloar,  th«l, hy  ibia  ntiele, 
slaTet  are  mitde  an  Bitiele  of  impoTtalioBj  in  com- 
moB  with  aihei  a.rtieles  imporlea.  Congress  hare 
the  same  power  to  lay  a  tax  often  dotlirs  a  head 
on  them,  as  they  have  to  lay  an  unltmtted  tax  on 
every  other  imported  article.  I  presume  erery 
member  of  this  Committee  has  duly  considered 
the  subject,  and  has  made  up  bis  mind  oa  the  eX' 
pediency  of  the  resolution.  For  my  own  part  I 
can  see  no  reason  why  this  article  of  importation 
should  renuin  wLljiout  duty,  while  k11  others  pay 
one.  For  these  leuona  I  bo^  tba  Comniiiee 
will  agree  to  the  resoluiian. 

The  article  of  th«  Consiiuitiwk,  U^b«t  wkh 
the  resolutioa,  harisg  beeo  r«ad  at  tk»  r«qant  of 
Mr.  Dana,  kc  eaUed  upon  th«  mom  of  Me  rtto- 
ItUioB  to  asaign  his  reaaoas  for  iisii^  the  word 
aiov^.iMtead  of  the  wprd  pennu,  the  t«rm  u«ed 
in  the  ConsUmiioD. 

Mr.  Glabe:  hoped  the  Committee  woqM  not 
agree  to  the  resolution.  He  was  no  advocate  for 
a  system  of  slavery ;  but  he  supposed  the  adaption 
of  this  resolution  could  only  be  considered  as  ez- 
pressinf;  the  ofiinion  of  Congress,  of  the  impropri- 
ety of  importing  slaves.  As  to  the  revenue  to  be 
raised,  it  was  too  inconsiderable  (o  be  worthy 
of  any  attention.  He  was  opposed  to  the  reso- 
Intion,  because  it  appeared  to  tiiia  that  it  would 
be  partial  in  its  operation,  inasmuch  as  there 
wete  only  two  States,  South  Carolina  Aad  Oeor- 
cia,  which  did  not  prohibit  ttte  importatimi  of 
Saves,  at  which  it  nmst  coasaqnendy  be  ooa- 
aidered  as  Icreiled.  The  mere  he  reflected  an 
tfaa  Mfajeet,  the  mon  he  doubted  the  ptwpriaj 
of  that  apecies  of  legislaiioo  which  bore«KctuMve- 
ly  on  a  particular  seeiioB  of  the  United  States, 
nor  did  it  become  the  Government  of  the  United 
States  lo  interfere  with  the  internal  police  of  the 
States,  which  were,  in  this  respect,  sovereign  and 
independent.  For  these  reasons,  he  trusted  the 
resolution  would  not  prevail. 

Mr.  Early  rose  barely  in  correct  the  gentle- 
man from  Virginia,  (Mr.  Clare,)  in  the  remark 
be  had  made  relatira  to  tb«  Stita  sf  Oeorgia. 
There  existed  no  law  in  that  State  permitting  the 
importation  of  slaves;  on  the  contrary,  there  was 
an  article  in  their  constitdtioQ  prohibiting  it. 

Hr.  Mabioh  said,  this  was  to  be  considered  as 
a  (question  of  revenue.  With  regard  to  the  policy 
of  importing  slaves,  that  was  leTt,  until  the  year 
IBOe^  ezcloaively  to  the  Stales.  If  this  resolution 
was  intended  to  express  the  disapprobation  of  the 
General  Oovernment  of  the  legitimate  sat  of  a 
patiicular  State,  he  should  deem  it  proper.  As 
well  might  Congress  undertake  to  express  its  dis- 
approbation of  [fie  election  of  a  Qovernor  chosen 
in  a  particular  State ;  his  abjection  arose  from 
the  partiality  and  injustice  of  the  resolution.  If 
in  operation  it  was  as  extensive  as  it  appeared  to 
be  in  words,  or  if  he  thought  it  would  prevent  a 
■ingle  slave  from  being  imponed  into  the  Uailed 
States,  it  should  receive  bis  h«arty  support ;  bat 
the  very  limitation  of  the  tax  by  the  Constiiotion 
to  ten  didlan,  was  intended  to  prevent  Congioi 


tnm  i^ittg  a  duty  wlikh  sttodld  prevent  the 
imporution ;  it  cotild  not,  therefore  prevent  the 
importation  of  a  single  slave.  It  fallowed  that 
revenue  conld  be  the  oblf  object.  Whether,  im 
this  alone,  we  should  lay  a  tax  that  would  faE 
exclusively  on  one  State,  was  worthy  of  consid- 
eration. That  Stale  already  bore  her  1^11  propor- 
tion of  the  public  burdens,  and  even  more  tun 
her  proportion.  In  point  of  numbers,  she  con- 
tained abo«t  one  sixteenth  part  of  the  Union, 
and  therefore,  on  the  basis  of  numbers,  ougla 
not  to  be  called  on  to  pay  a  quota  of  more 
than  six  percentom  <m  the  whole  amoimt  of 
taxes.  Her  quota,  on  the  principle  on  which 
dirtet  taxes  were  imposed,  ought  not  to  be  mom 
than  foar  per  centum  and  four  hundredths.  On 
examination,  it  wiU  be  fonnd  that  the  dtfiras 
paid  in  South  Carolina  on  imported  arlieies, 
amount  to  between  one  thirteenth,  and  one-four- 
teenth partof  thewfaole  duties  paid  into  the  Trea- 
sury, which '  is  between  seven  and  eight  pCT  cent. 
of  the  whole.  When  it  is  considered  that  no 
goods  are  imported  into  South  Carolina  (or  the 
consumption  of  the  olbei  States,  for  it  was  known, 
Mr.  M.  said,  from  the  operation  of  causes  which 
he  would  Dt>t  undertake  to  explain,  that  goods 
were  considerably  higher  in  Charleston  than  in 
the  other  States,  and  that,  consequently,  a  cheaj^ 
er  supply  of  goods  could  be  obtained  ironi  other 
States  than  Irom  Sonifa  Carolina  ;  and  when,  to 
this  circumstance,  it  was  added  that  South  Caro- 
lina paid  her  portion  of  daiies  on  Bast  Indfa 
goods,  which  she  derived  from  the  importation  of 
other  States,  it  would  be  found  that  she  paid  b 
still  higher  proportion  of  duties.  Cnder  these 
considerations  are  Congress  prepared  to  lay  a  duty 
on  heralone,  for  such  It  certainly  was  1  Coming 
from'the  State  he  did,  Mr.  M.  said,  it  might  be  aop- 
posed  he  was  personally  interested  in  this  quea- 
tion ;  hut  the  feet  was,  he  was  as  free  to  act  on  it 
■a  any  other  member  of  the  Honse.  He  had  m^ 
formly  opposed  the  importation  of  slaves,  and 
were  be  to  collect  the  sen^menls  of  his  coaathu- 
eatsfrom  the  vole  of  their  immediate  Reprnent- 
atives  on  a  recent  occasion,  it  would  be  fonnd 
that  a  majority  of  them  were  likewise  opposed  to 
it.  As  to  himself,  he  was,  in  troth,  iadiridnalty 
interested  in  preventing  the  importation  of  ilavai. 
He  never  had  purchased,  nor  should  he  ever  pur- 
chase a  slave.  Ttie  neater,  Iberefbre,  the  reatrie- 
tion  imposed  on  the  importation,  the  mora  wonld 
it  raise  the  value  of  those  he  possesssd. 

Mr.  SoirrRABD  declared  himsdf  in  fafer  tf  tir* 
resolution.  His  only  regret  was,  that  it  was  not 
in  the  power  of  Congress  lo  lay  a  more  efllnsvaBl 
tax.  He  thought  Congress  had  a  right  to  decln* 
Ihejr  opinron  of  a  practice  se  injuriavB  to  (he 
cDUOtry.  The  idea  was  held  up  in  the  Constitn- 
tion  tbat  s<a«««  were  a  [vopcr  objaei  of  taxatcok. 
He  believed  the  tax  wtiuM  prewnt  f«w  pcnoai 
from  being  imported.  About  two  years  ago  a 
similar  resolmion  had  (teen  agitated  in  this  Honss. 
ft  was  then  said  the  Lwfialainre  of  Sonih  Caro- 
lina were  in  session,  and  thai  there  was  a  rreat 
probability  of  their  repealing  the  obnoxious  law. 
Oa  this  ground  thecousidetaiionof  theiesolutioo 
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wu  yaityoned.  Last  iwiiim,  m  •imilar  MMtmiMi 
mw  brongbt  farwaril,  and  was,  oviog  to  a  Breti- 
mraofWutesBi^nwpOBtpcmed.  Mr.  Souibard 
said  there  was  m  (Toabl,  if  the  TesolfltioD  bad  been 
acted  npon  liro  jrears  ago,  and  Congress  had  ex- 
ercised theit  ConititutioDal  power,  it  would  have 
prerented  a  vast  cnimber  of  slaves  ftom  beiog  im- 
ported. It  b  said,  however,  thai  this  lesolutien 
will  operate  partially  on  South  Carotioa^  but  it 
has  Dol  South  Carolina  ^rtieularly  iu  view,  but 
principle ;  and  if  that  priooiple  be  correct,  let  it 
operate  where  it  may,  let  tne  people  of  South 
Caroliiu  fed  the  weight  of  it;  it  u  right  Uiey 
abould.  Aa  the  propoaed  tax  ma;  pr<v«Dt  a  few, 
perliaps  a  nafli  oat  of  these  miaeMbla  crealures 
from  Deiaf  mkb  from  the  boaoBcf  their  family 
a»d  wHutrv,  is  violatiaB  of  th«  tka  of  natare  ami 
the  praaciplMof^tke,  the  time  of  CwDgrea  will 
be  well  taken  tip  ia  impoaing  it,  nor  luu  any  State 
a  virht  to  compUrin  of  gaoit  treattaaetit ;  for,  if  the 
traffic  iafvofitabletlieyetfn  wall  afford  topayforil. 
Mr.  S.  eonclwJed,  by  deelarng  that,  not  revenue, 
but  aa  expressitm  of  (he  natlooal  acotiment  was 
his  prioclpal  object. 

Mr.  D&N&  said,  that  black  men  were  iiot  the 
only  men  imported  into  the  United  Slates.  If  the 
object  of  this  tax  was  only  lo  obtain  revenue,  (and 
it  realty  appeared  to  him  that  we  waated  all  the 
revenue  we  could  get,]  it  might,  perhaps,  be  right 
to  ^etasmuch  revenue  as  [Kiaaiblefrom  the  impoi' 
tatioDofmen.  To  have  this  point  elucidated,  aad 
to  leara  the  precise  grotmds  int  the  moFCt  in  offer- 
ing this  resolution,  he  moved  to  substitute  tbe 
word  persona,  in  lieu  of  the  word  tlavet, 

Mr.  Alston  said,  ia  leaaMbiig  this  amend- 
ment, his  object  was  to  preserve  the  words  of  the 
Constituiion,  instead  of  deviatiag  from  them  into 
the  language  of  the  resoluiioa.  He  defied  gentle- 
men to  show  him  the  word  slave  in  the  Constitu- 
tion :  no  such  word  waa  found  in  the  Constiiu- 
tioit.  Here  Mr.  A.  read  that  part  of  the  Constito- 
tion  already  recited,  and  then  proceeded :  The 
word  here  used,  is  person,  not  alave.  Where  the 
geDtleman  found  the  latter  word,  I  am  altogether 
at  alojia  loknow.  Inlaying  this  tax  on  slaves,  w« 
shall  defeat  a  very  imporiaot  part  of  the  Const!-, 
ttilloa,  which  says  all  taxes  and  duties  shall  be 
dDtform.  From  the  constituiions  of  the  South- 
era  States,  it  is  impossible  for  this  tax  lo  apply  to 
tbem  ;  and  in  many  of  the  other  States  there  is,  I 
believe, a  similar  provision  prohibiiiug  the  admis- 
sion of  slaves.  Under  the  constitution  ofConitec- 
ticat,  every  man  is  free  the  moment  be  puts  his 
foot  on  their  ground.  This  lax,  therefore,  ca 
apply  to  that  State,  unless  they  alter  theit  Co 
tuiion,  or  their  steady  habits,  whichever  eentle- 
mea  may  call  them.  In  Ohio,  there  is  a  like  pro- 
hibition. How  then  are  gentlemen  attempting  to 
It^istate  on  the  aubjeet  7  If  the  object  of  the  reso- 
lotion  were  to  prohibit  the  importation  of  slaves, 
I  believe  I  should  join  them  in  supporting  it.  I 
am  willing  that  no  more  of  that  description  of 
people  should  set  foot  on  our  shores ;  but  this  will 
not  he  its  vOecl.  On  the  oonlrary,  it  will  be  par- 
lisl  in  its  operation,  and  fall  eidasirely  oa  Sonch 
CuoUoa  and  a  few  of  tlie  other  Stttei,  whoM 


eoostitulioiis  permit  the  importation  of  slaves. 
With  these  cootftitutions  Congress  are  presumed 
to  be,  and  are,  acquainted ;  their  acts  ought  to 
harmonize  with  them,  and  they  oaghi  not  to  pass 
a  lew  which  does  not  operate  eqaslly  on  all  the 
States.  In  the  present  instance,  we  see  South 
CaroHna  oearly  equally  divided  in  opinion.  Is  it 
proper  in  Congress,  under  these'  circumstances,  to 
pass  an  act  to  censure  them?  Can  we  prohibit 
the  imponation?  No;  we  are  merely,  then, sanc- 
tioning the  coromcrce,  and  imposing  a  tax  that 
amounts  to  nothing.  What  good  reason  is  there 
for  bringing  forward  this  subject  at  this  time?  In 
twt>  year*  we  shall  have  the  power  to  prohibit 
the  trade  altogether.  Then  this  Honse  will  be 
Dnanimous  ;  no  one  will  object  to  exercising  our 
full  Constitutional  powers.  But  to  bring  the  sub- 
ject forward  in  its  Dreaeut  shape  can  onTy  lend  tb 
divide  us,  without  doin?  the  least  benefit.  I  hope 
the  molioD  of  the  gentleman  from  Connecticut 
will  prevail,  and  that  we  shall  adhere  to  the  lan- 
guage of  the  Cooslilution. 

Mr.  Bmilie. — There  is  to  doubt  bat,  by  the 
CoDsiitutioD,  we  have  a  right  to  prohibit, eo  far  as 
(be  imposition  of  a  tax  of  ten  dollars  can  have  the 
effect,  the  importation  of  slaves  or  freemen,  pro- 
vided we  think  good  policyand  humanity  justify 
the  measure.  And  if^  the  House  do  entertain  the 
opinion,  that  the  policy  of  the  United  Slates  re- 
quires a  prohibition  of  the  emigration  of  all  such 
persons,  tbey  will  agree  to  the  amendment ;  tbej 
bave  a  right  to  do  it.  But  1  do  not  believe  this  u 
the  disposition  of  the  present  House,  or  of  any 
that  has  sat  under  the  UouBlitution.  The  gentle- 
man rests  his  amendment  on  the  word  person, 
and  concludes  it  to  be  necessary,  because  the  word 
slave  is  not  to  be  found  in  the  Constitution.  I  re- 
joice that  that  word  is  not  in  the  CoDsiiiution ;  its 
not  being  there  does  honor  lo  the  worthies  who 
would  not  suffer  it  to  become  a  part  of  it.  What 
are  the  fads  connected  with  this  business?  They 
are  these:  When  Congress  were  sitting  and  legis- 
lating for  a  free  people,  they  determined  not  to 
stain  the  Constitution  with  that  word.  The  thing 
was  perfectly  understood  in  the  Convention.  The 
power,  as  it  stands  modified,  was  the  result  of  that 
spirit  of  concession  and  compromise  which,  in 
this  as  in  many  other  instances,  characterizes  ihe 
Constitution.  With  regard  to  Ihe  allegation,  that 
this  tax  would  operate  partially  and  severely,  1 
see,  on  reflection,  nothing  in  it.  The  right  to  Im- 
pose duties  on  all  other  articles  except  this,  is  ua- 
limited,  and  the  Slate  of  South  Carolina,  in  this 
instance,  has  the  power  completely  to  get  rid  of 
this  tax.  She  has  only  to  repeal  her  taw,  and  she 
will  have  no  tax  lo  pay.  But  if  that  or  any  other 
Slate  pursue  a  trade  which  justice  or  good  policy 
forbid,  they  must  sabtnit  to  the  Constitutional 
powers  of  Congress.  We  are  placed  now  in  a 
4elicBte  and  tryiag  silnation;  the  resotniioa  is 
actually  before  ns ;  and  the  only  question  b.  whe- 
ther we  will  or  will  not  declare  our  approbation 
of  this  iniqtiitoMs  iimffic.  As  io  revenue,  it  is  da 
object  to  me.  Revenne,  no  dnabt,  will  grew  out 
of  (be  aieasurs,  bat  that  aloae  would  not  induce 
AH  to  patfoaiae  K.    I  iMve  aaotbar  and  a  higbet 


mSTORT  OP  CONGRESS. 


H-orR. 


Contmgent  Etcpenut. 


JlHUlBV,  1806. 


object — to  express,  our  disapprobatioD  of  this  traf- 
fic, to  manifest  to  ibe  world  that,  as  the  Repre- 
sentatircs  of  a  free  people,  we  will,  as  far  as  we 
cap,  express  our  opiuiou  of  it. 

The  Cbiirhan  here  ioierrupted  Mr.  Shilie,  hf 
■latiDg  that  the  quesltoo  was  on  the  araeodaieiit, 
to  which  the  remarks  of  geatlemea  must  be  con- 
fined. 

be  Id  the  words  of  the  Coostituiion,  and  that  it  is 
partial.  He  would  coDsiiier  how  far  this  argu- 
meoi  would  carry  them.  It  is  observed  that  it  is 
improper  tocallin  question  the  rights  of  the  States; 
but,  according  to  the  argument  of  tfie  zentlemao 
from  North  Carolitia,  if  the  State  of  Massachu- 
setts should  prohibit  her  citizeos  ftom  consuraiag 
tea  or  coffee.  Congress  would  be  under  the  neoes- 
siiy  of  repealiag  the  duties  on  those  articles,  and 
in  this  way  maay  other  acts  of  ihe  Stales  would 
prevent  Congress  from  exercising  ibeit  CoQstiiu- 
tional  powers.  These  things  are  io  the  powbr  of 
the  Slates ;  they  are  free  to  exercise  Ihem  or  not 
to  exeri;ise  them.  When  they  conduce  to  their 
benefit,  they  will  exercise  them ;  and  when  they 
cease  to  be  beneficial,  they  will  abandon  ihem. 
Congress  have  the  same  right  to  lay  a  las  in  one 
caae  as  io  the  other,  according  as  the  public  good 
will  he  advanced  by  the  imposition,  as  well  of  the 
limited  lax  on  slaves,  as  of  the  uniiijiited  lax  on 
other  objects.  In  this  resolution  th^re  is  no  par- 
tiatiiy;  it  applies  to  all  the  Sutes,  as  well  those 
who  have  proliibitory  laws  or  constitutions  as 
those  who  have  not.  For  it  is  incorrect  to  say, 
because  some  States  have  Conslitutiooal  provis- 
ions on  the  subject,  the  tax  is  therefore  inapplica- 
ble to  ihem,  because  [hey  have  the  power  of  alter- 
ing their  cons tilu  lions,  and  what  is  in  force  to- 
day may  be  abandoned  to-morrOw.  To  i^ree  to 
the  amendment  would  be,  to  bold  out  the  idea  to 
foreigners,  about  to  escape  from  the  lyraony  and 
injustice  of  Europe,  that  we  meant  (o  refuse  them 
an  asylum  io  our  country.  It  is,  indeed,  to  be  pre- 
sumed that  the  moverof  the  amendment  is  agamst 
the  whole  resolution,  and  brought  forward  the 
one  to  defeai  the  other. 

Mr.  Bedinoee  moved  that  the  Committee 
should  rise.  He  said  the  subject  was  important ; 
it  was  late  in  the  day,  and  he  thought  they  ought 
to  take  more  time  to  reflect  on  it  before  they  came 
to  a  decision. 

This  motion  having  beeti  agreed  to— ayes  M- 
the  Commillee  rose,  reported  progress,  and  asked 
leave  to  sit  again. 

Mr.  Dawson  hoped  that  they  would  not  have 
leave,  but  that  the  resolution  would  be  postponed 
till  some  lime  in  May. 

Mr.  NicBOLBON  said,  he  hoped  the  Committee 
would  have  leave  to  sit  aRain,  and  called  for  the 
yeas  and  naysou  the  question,  which  being  taken, 
were,  yeas  98,  nays  15,  as  foil 

YiiB — Iwac  Andenon,  John  Archer,  Joseph  Bar- 
ker, BuTwell  Bassett,  George  M.  UcdiDgBr,  Bsmabai 
Bidwell,  Jnhn  Blake,  juii«  Thomis  Bloant,  Junes  M. 
Broom.  Bobrrt  Brown,  John  Bojle,  Ovorge  W.  Camp- 
bell, Levi  Casey,  John  Chaadler,  Maitia  Cbittudoi, 


John  Cliibanie,  George  Clinton,  juo.,  Leonard  Cov- 
ington, Jacob  Crowoinahield,  Richard  Cutla,  Samuel 
W.  Dana,  Ezra  D>rb;,Jahn  Dsvenporl,  jua.,  WilliBm 
Dicknn,  James  Elliot,  EbeneMr  Elmer,  William  Ely, 
John  W.  Eppea,  William  Findley,  James  Ftak,  John 
Towler,  JameB  M.  Gamelt,  Charles  Galdsboroagh, 
Aoilrew  Gregg,  laaiab  L.  GrecD,  Silas  Uslsey,  John 
HamQton,  SeCh  Hasting^  William  HsIidb,  David 
Holmes,  Jobo  G.  Jockaon,  W&lter  Jones,  JimeB  Kelly, 
Thomas  Kenan,  John  Lambert,  Michael  Leib,  Jose^ 
Lewis,  jmi.,  Juiah  Masters,  William  McCieeiy,  Nicho- 
las, R.  Moore,  Jeremiah  Morrow,  John  Morrow,  Jon*- 
than  O.  MokI;,  Jereouah  Nelson,  Roger  Nelson, 
Tbomii  Newton,  jun.,  Joseph  H.  Nicholson,  Gideon 
Olin,  Timothy  Pitkin,  jun.,  John  Pugh,  Josiah  Qnincy, 
Thomas  M.  Randolpb.  Joho  Res,  of  Penneylvania, 
John  Runell,  Peter  Ballly,  Thomas  Sammona,  Thomas 
Sandford,  Martin  O.  Scbooemsn,  Ebeneser  Seaver, 
James  Sloan,  John  Smilie,  John  Cotton  Smith,  John 
Smith,  Samuel  Smith,  Henry  Soudianl,  Tbomas  Spald- 
Richard  Stanford,  Jo^ph  Stanton,  William  Bted- 
1,  Lewis  B.  Sturgea,  ^muel  Taggart,  Benjauin 
TallmaJge,  Philip  R.  Thompsan,  Thomas  W.  Thanp- 
Bon,  llii  Tracy,  Abrani  Trigg,  PhUip  Van  Coitlandt, 
Killian  K.  Van  Rensselaer,  Joseph  B.  Vamnm,  Dan- 
iel C.  Vsrplanck,  Peleg  Wadaworth,  MaUhew  Walton, 
John  Whilohill,  Robert  Wbitebill,  Eliphalet  Wickea, 
Marmaduke  Williams,  Nathan  Williams,  and  Joseph 
Winston. 

Nxii — Willis  Alston,  Jan.,  John  Campbell,  Chiis- 
lopber  Clark,  John  (^opton,  John  Dawson,  Peter 
Early,  Edwin  Gray.  James  Holland,  Robert  Marion, 
David  Meriwether,  Thomas  Moore,  John  Rhea  of  Ten- 
nessee. O'Brien  Smith,  David  Thomas,  and  David  R> 
WUlianu. 

ToBBDAT,  January  SI. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Nelson, 

Reaolved,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to 
inquire  whether  any,  and  what,  alterations  are 
necessary  in  the  criminal,  civil,  or  equitable  jur- 
isdiciiou  of  the  Circuit  Couit  of  the  District  of 
Columhia;  and  that  the  committee  bare  leave  to 
report  by.  bill,  or  otherwise. 

Ordered.  That  Mr.  Rooer  Nelbon,  Mr.  Jack- 
BON,  Mr.  Ely,  Mi.  Geoboe  W.  Campbell,  and 
Mr.  Elliot,  be  appointed  a  committee,  purstinnt 
to  the  said  resolution. 

Mr.  Greoo,  from  the  Commitiee  on  the  Publie 
Lands,  to  wham  were  referred;  on  the  ibii' 
leentb  instant,  the  petitions  of  sundry  inhabitants 
of  Randolph  and  St.  Clair  counties,  in  the  Indi- 
ana  Territory,  made  a  report  ihereoD;  which  was 
read,  and  considered ;  Whereupon, 

Reaolved,  That  the  prayer  of  the  petitioDeia 
ourht  Dot  to  be  granted. 

An  eiigrossed  hill  for  the  relief  of  the  Qoveroor, 
Secretary,  and  Judges,  of  the  late  Terriiorjr  of  the 
United  Slates  Northwest  of  the  river  Ohio,  was 
read  the  third  time  and  passed. 

An  engrossed  hilt  extending  tbe  powers  of  the 
Surveyor  General  to  the  Territory  of  Louisiana, 
end  for  other  purposes,  was  read  the  third  time 
and  passed. 

CONTINGENT  EXPENSES. 

Mr.  Eablt  said  be  held  in  his  hand  a  resoln- 
tion  inauacting  tho  Commitiee  of  Ways  and 
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M«DB  to  inquire  into  the  e>p«dieD«f  of  rF<)niring 
the  SecrFiariFs  af  Siaie.  TreasuTf,  War,  and 
Nary,  [o  lajr  before  Congrfw  u  ih»  openiog  of 
ererf  seuion  a  tkiailed  staiement  of  ihe  expendi- 
ture of  ihe  moDey ■  appropriated  to  ihe  eoniio^ent 
ezpeDaes  ofiheir  departmcnis.  He  would  brtfAy 
state  his  reasons  for  oSeriag  ibi»  motioa.  Ttie 
mooeys  fur  llie  coniiDgerit  purpotei  of  the  Oov- 
CTDmenmrreibe  only  d»cripiion  orexpeadjiures 
wbich  vere  not  coatrolUd  by  tht  House.  O' 
•very  other  branch  of  eapeadilure  the  House  (_ 
arcised  a  control  by  specify  log  with  definite  ckar- 
Besa  ibe^  rrspectirtt  objecU  c?  eipaudiiure  when 
an  appropriation  was  made.  BuiUie  moneys  ap- 
IKOpriated  I'oi  conuogeot  parpo»eB,  were  left  ex- 
Bliwiiely  la  the  disereiioa  of  the  diSeccoi  offioera 
Residing  ovar  ibe  several  deparlaieats,  id  which 
tbey  wersalooe  goreraed  by  their  owa  will  aod 
jai^oMBt.  The  ocly  obeck  wbieb  coald  be  et- 
ercisrd  over  ibit  description  of  eipeoditures  was 
to  require  a  detailed  staiemeot  of  ditbursemmts. 
It  would  be  recirflected  that  a  commitiee  had 
be«D  appointed  aomt  lime  since  to  investigate  the 
sccouois  of  several  oSteefsof  the  Oorernment, 
and  (hat  ihey  made  a  detailed  report  to  the  Hon^e. 
About  that  time,  it  had  been  coniemplBted  to  lalce 
the  step  which  he  now  su^e^ied,  out  for  some 
reasons  it  had  never  heea  tafeen.  Mr.  Early 
said  he  by  no  means  wished  to  be  underKiood  as 
CDlerUioiDz  the  idea  thni  ihe  diecretion  with 
Which' the  neads  of  deparlmeot  were  clothed  had 
been  abused.  He  knew  of  no  fuels  to  justify  such 
an  Dpiniaa.  It  wag  on  the  ground  of  principle 
only  that  he  oSereil  tbU  lesolutiao.  Through  the 
foar  great  departroeeu  which  he  had  meotioaed, 
pasaad  Dioe-ieoths  of  ihe  whole  money  appropria- 
ted bf  CoBigreas;  and  on  looking  at  the  slaietaeat 
eontamed  in  the  estimates  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  be  found  that  more  ibao  one  fourth  of 
the  whole  amoant  of  money  estimated  as  oeces- 
siry  for  the  several  departments,  was  for  eootin- 
gent  purposes.  By  that  statement  it  appeared 
thai  the  whole  expenses  of  the  Department  of 
State  were  937,000,  of  which  114,400,  wer«  for 
eoottngeni  purposes.  Under  the  head  of  Foreign 
iatereourse  8l%,900,were  estimated  as  necessary; 
of  which  VlBflOO,  vrert  for  contingent  purposes. 
The  estimates  for  the  Trea-'ury  Department  were 
|T3,100,  of  which  12,100  were  for  contlDgenl  pur- 
poses. The  estimates  for  the  War  Departmeot 
were  829,400  of  which  3,000.  were  for  conlingenl 

Grposes.  The  esiimateafarihe  Military  Esiab- 
hmeni  were  f900,500,  of  which  18,000  were 
for  contingent  purposes.  The  estimates  for  the 
Navy  Department  were  $31,100,  of  which  2,700 
were  for  contingent  purposes.  Tbe  estimates  for 
the  Naval  Kaiabliibment  were  (867,800,  of  which 
$111,900,  were  for  Eootingent  purposes.  Mr. 
£I*Bi.y  said  he  presumed  ihu  view  of  the  subject 
would  justify  him  in  the  eyes  of  the  nembersof 
Ihe  House  in  ofiwring  tlte  resolution.  The  teso 
lutioa  was  aarreed  to,  as  ColLows; 

Suoiud,  That  the  ComBlUaa  of  Way*  wad  Mean 
ba  ioatroMad  to  inquin  into  iha  aipedieac;  of  makinf 
pnviaioa  bj  hw,  (at  nsqoiria;  the  Socreiaiy  of  Btale, 
Um  ecccataiy  gf  the  Traamiy,  tba  BearMary  of  War. 

9Ui  Cob.— 18 


and  tb*  ^erUaiy  of  Ibe  Navy,  to  lay  bafoni  Conpwa 
annuslly  ■  datailed  account  of  the  eipenJiturs  t^the 
fund  appropriated  for  the  continfanl  eipeniei  of  tbMl 
aavaral  Depaitmanla,  rc*peotively. 

POTOMAC  RIVER. 

Mr.  Philip  R.  Tuompson,  from  the  committte 
to  whom  were  referred  iba  petition  of  aMdry 
inhabiiania  of  the  ^county  of  Alexandria,  ia  tbe 
District  of  Culuoibiai  the  petition  of  aundry  cU*- 
aen*  of  the  United  States,  renideol  in  the  TevEt- 
tory  ofColutDbia;  the  memorial  of  sundry  inlialw- 
taiits  of  Gforgetuwn,  in  ibe  Dictriot  of  Cuiomhta ; 
tbe  memorial  of  sundry  iababilaots  of  ibe  Gity  of 
Wai-hiagton,  residing  on  the  west  side  of  Tiber 
creek;  and  the  memorial  of  John  P.  Tan  Nesa, 
made  ibe  following  report: 

The  petition!  of  the  inhabitants  of  tbe  town  and 
county  of  Alexsniirii,  anil  of  tbe  citiiens  reaident  tn 
tbe  Territory  of  Columbia,  state:  That  an  eaay  inter- 
Bourse  batneea  the  town  of  Aleiindiia  and  the  City 
of  Washington,  which  is  al  praaent  pieieuled  by  the 
intervention  of  the  rivei  Pstomac,  in  extremely  desir- 
able; that  this  inlercourw  is  especially  interrupted  at 
that  seasuQ  of  tbe  year  when  the  river  is  obstructed  by 
ice  ;  thai  a  bridge  from  Maryland  J,veoue  to  Aleiao- 
der's  island  would  facilitate  tbe  communication,  aborten 
the  route  of  the  mail  at  least  six  miles,  and  be  |enei- 
ally  beneSclal  to  the  citizens  of  the  United  Stales ;  that 
they  are  penuaded  the  bridge  contemplated  by  thair 
petitions  will,  at  soiae  period,  be  carried  into  eSect,  and 
tbey  view  the  present  time  as  the  most  lavorable,  both 
in  relation  10  tbeir  own  and  the  general  convenience, 
and  the  interests' of  those  who  may  be  afieeled  by  the 
measure;  and  dial,  if  the  scheme  shall  be  aulhoriied 
by  Congress,  it  will  speedily  be  carried  into  efliict 
They  pray  that  a  law  may  pass  to  incorporate  a  eom- 

Eany  for  erecting  a  bridge  across  the  Potomac  from  tho 
illy  of  Waabinglon  to  tbe  county  of  Alexandria,  in 
■ome  convenient  siiaation,  under  such  tegalatiooB  aod 
reslrietiona  aa  the  Lagislatnre  may  deem  aipedient. 

In  apposition  to  iheae  petitions,  the  eommittee  have 
reAeiad  to  them  tbe  memorial  of  the  proprietors  and  in- 
habttaMs  of  Oeorgetown,  which  states  that  Oeo^etowm 
was  laid  out  under  the  sanction  of  law,  prtwioiu  to  tha 
Revolution;  that  it  was  engaged  in  foreign  oommerco 
before  the  seat  of  Oovemmentwasoonteniplated  M  be 
on  Ihe  Potomac;  that,  being  at  the  head  of  tid»- 
watar  uavigatioo,  tbe  proprieton  mast  hsve  made  pui^ 
chases  and  improveiaenta  vrith  a  view  to  foreigit  com- 
aMToe,  or  some  of  the  trade  dependeat  on  it,  in  tbe 
cooldent  eipeetatioii  that  the  river  would  remain  frsa 
and  unobawueted  by  artiSdat  cauaas ;  paitleulariy 
wbea  they  aaw  Maryland  and  Virginia  make  a  aolemit 
compact,  whereby  the  river  Potomae  la  dactarad  a 
aomnion  Ughway  &t  Iha  pnrpaae  of  aavigBli^  and 
ooniMM^  the  navlflaiio*  HhaMof  ia  nat  M  be  iq^ared 
«c  obatrottad.  Thly  coaaldaa  that  thaii  nalaaal  aad 
patMiaal  ngbtaWlU  be  iaUaged  an  by  the  adaplfam 
,tha  navigalMM  of  the  river  will  be 


al  the  Hiaam  and  tide  walar.  al  ika  jAum  whens 
the  brUfa  ia  (ootamplalad,  a  lendew^  will  be  prodo- 
«ed  in  tha  impaiM  stream  water  to  depoait  the  earU^ 
failtdea  with  which  it  is  charged  in  times  of  freah- 
eta,  by  wbioh  they  apprehecHl  the  entire  main  and 
deep  channel  may  he  dividad  into  nwnj  amall  awi  nar- 
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memorial  of  the  intubitanUbrtheCityof  Wuhinglon, 
FMiding  OD  Ihe  treat  side  of  Tiber  creek  i  nhicb  aUtei, 
thet  the  memorialisU  have  acquired  property  on  the 
wen  side  of  Tiber  creek,  is  the  City  of  Waihmston,  JD 
coaEdence  ihit  the  aavigation  of  the  Potomac  would 
not  be  deBtrajed  by  utiGcisl  oieanaj  that  the  erection 
of  «  bridge  At  the  place  contdmplated  nonid  probably 
greatly  injure  the  oaTigatian  above  it,  and  impair  the 
Tilue  of  the  pn^rtj  ofthe  memorialioti;  thatthepro- 
ject  of  a  bridge  acroas  the  river  ii  unjuat,  u  do  place 
•hoold  calculate  od  buDg  favored  with  artificial  advui- 
UgM  which  caiwot  be  ^rded  without  delving  othv 
idAcea  of  their  natural  advaDtagea. 

Thej  alfo  find  among  the  documents  referred  to 
tlitm  the  memorial  of  John  P.  Van  Neu,  in  oppoaition 
to  the  fiiit-mentioned  petitioua,  on  the  ground  of  the 
meaaure  Ihernn  propoUd  being  (if  cained  into  effect) 
an  injurioua  infraction  of  the  private  righti  of  moM  of 
thoae,  both  within  the  city  and  Georgetown,  andon  the 
Dppocite  shore,  who  are  interested  above  the  proposed 
site  of  the  intended  bridge. 

The  contrariety  of  sentiment  and  of  interest  which, 
elists  in  the  Territory  of  Columbia  on  the  subject  of 
the  propoailion  contained  in  the  petitions,  prating  that 
the  erection  of  a  bridge  across  the  Potomac  may  be  au- 
thorized by  law,  has  induced  your  committee  deliber- 
ately to  eiamine  the  ground  on  which  the  pretensions 
of  me  petitioners  in  Avor  of  the  bridge  are  founded, 
•nd  the  reasons  advanced  by  the  memorialUtB  in  oppo- 
aition to  the  meaaure. 

Two  inquiries  pn»ent  tbemaelvea,  on  the  decision  of 
vhtch  the  prspriety  of  authorixiltg  the  proposition  en- 
tirely depends  ; 

let.  Whether  Congress  have  ■  right  la  pass  a  law, 
by  which  the  object  contemplated  by  the  petitioners  can 
be  effected  1      And 

3d,  If  that  right  exists,  whether  the  benefit  to  the 
llistrict,  and  the  community  in  general,  will  be  so  great 
as  to  eounlerbBltmce  the  injury  which  individuals  may 
eventually  suslainfrom  authorizing  the  measurel 


the  3d  of  January,  1T86,  and  the  act  of  the  Assembly 
of  Mtiyland,  pasud  the  ISth  of  March,  in  the  same 
'  year,  ™n firming  a  compact  previonsly  entered  into  be- 
tween the  two  States  {  from  which  it  appears  that, 
among  other  stipolatioiia  entered  into  between  the 
Btatss  of  Virginia  and  Maryland,  by  their  Commission- 
ers appointed  far  that  purpoee,  it  is  agreed,  "  that  the 
citiiens  of  each  State,  respectively,  shall  have  full  prop- 
mty  in  the  shores  of  the  Potomac  river  adjoining  the 
lands,  with  all  the  emoluments  and  advantages  there- 
nnt«  belonging,  and  the  privilege  of  "inking  wharves 
•nd  ether  improvamenta,  ao  as  not  to  obatmct  or  injure 
tha  navigation  of  the  river." 

It  does  not  appear  to  your  committee,  that  the  snb- 
■eqnent  cesaioii  made  by  the  two  oraliBctilig  partiea  of 
ten  milee  aqnare,  lying  on  both  aides  of  the  river,  under 
tfae  first  article  of  the  CoDstitntiim  of  the  Uiuted  Slates, 
to  wit :  by  an  act  of  the  Virginia  Assembly,  passed  the 
Sd  day  of  Deoembev,  17S1,  and  by  an  ad  oTUie  Aasen- 
blj  of  Maryland,  passed  the  19lh  day  of  the  same 
menUi,  in  any  degree  impairs  the  compact  preriously 
made  by  the  two  contractiDg  States  ;  bat  that  Ihe  Uni- 
ted Slates  received  the  territory,  subject  to  Ae  condi- 
tions previonsly  imposed  by  Ihe  fi>nner  posssBon. 

Under  this  impreasion,  your  committee  considered  it 
•  mstter  of  ths  first  importance,  in  the  decision  of  Itus 
foestio!),  to  inquire  whether  the  &ct  assiuied  by  th« 


connter-petitioBerB,  that  the  credion  of  a  "bridge  wiU 
obstruct  the  navigation  of  the  river  above  it  is  founded 
in  truth  7  In  examining  this  part  of  the  subject,  yom 
committee  could  avail  themaelve*  of  no  other  evidence 
ihanauch  as  is  drawn  from  analogy. 

It  appeared  to  them,  that  the  erec^on  of  piera  in  the 
river  at  the  place  contemplated  for  the  aite  of  lbs 
bridge,  ttz  from  having  Ihe  effect  of  occasioning  a  de- 
position of  earthy  matter,  and  filling  the  channel,  won  Id 
rather  have  a  tendency  to  keep  the  channel  open,  by 
the  increased  velocity  of  the  water  passing  down  ths 
main  channel  of  the  river,  between  the  two  piers  which 
it  seemed  pracricable  to  erect  on  each  aide  of  iU  It 
likewise  appeared  to  them,  if  the  erection  of  th«  cause- 
way &am  Maa<»i'a  island,  opposite  Qeorgetown,  to  At 
Virginia  shore,  wonid  produce  the  efiect  expected  frtna 
it,  of  improving  the  navigation  of  the  river  by  mesne  of 
throwing  the  whcde  body  of  the  water  of  the  river  bla 
a  narrower  compasa,  increaaing  its  velocity,  and  tbeiel? 
■weeping  out «  deeper  channel,  the  same  reault  might 
reasonably  be  expected  from  throwing  a  greater  quan- 
tum and  force  of  water  into  the  main  channel  of  the 
river,  between  the  two  piers  which  would  support  the 
bridge  across  the  channel. 

Your  committee  find  that  Ihe  Legislature  of  Mary- 
land psssed  a  law.  on  the  29t]i  of  December,  17S1, pre- 
vious to  the  nsumption  of  jurisdiction  over  the  tMiilo- 
ry  by  the  United  States,  authorizing  the  erection  of  a 
Inidge  at  or  near  Qeorgetown.  As  the  river  Potomac 
is  navigable  above  tfaetowu  of  Georgetown,  your  com- 
mittee consider  the  passage  of  that  law  as  eipreasive 
of  an  opinion,  by  the  Legislatureof  Maryland,  that  the 
erection  of  a  bridge  below  the  bead  of  tide-water  is  not 
aucb  an  obstniciioii  or  injury  as  is  prohibited  by  Ihe 
artidea  of  compact  between  the  two  Stales.  And  a* 
that  arm  of  the  river  Potomac  between  Mason's  ialand 
and  the  Virginia  shore  w«a  navigable  previous  to  the 
building  of  the  canaeway  acrow  that  branch  of  ths 
river,  your  committee  have  considered  the  (aw  pasaed 
at  (he  last  session  of  Congreaa,  anthoriiing  the  erectien 
of  that  causeway,  as  declaratory  of  the  xigbt  of  the  Le> 
gislature  oT  the  United  States,  (notwithstanding  the 
compact  between  Virginia  and  MMytand,)  to  occlude, 
in  a  degree,  the  navigation  of  the  river  within  Ihait 
jurisdiction. 

If  a  bridge  can  be  erected  with  such  a  draw  as  will 
admit  the  &ee  passage  of  vessels  of  any  burden  &k 
which  there  is  depth  of  water  in  the  channel,  youi 
committee  da  not  consider  the  passing  a  law  toauthoi- 
ize  such  a  bridge,  under  proper  restrictions,  as  any  vio> 
laUon  of  the  compact  before-mentioned;  and,  from  the 
best  information  they  have  been  able  to  obtain  on  this 
point,  it  seems  very  practicable  to  erect  a  bridge  across 
die  river  Potomac,  with  a  draw  which  will  permit  the 
passage  of  such  vessels  without  much  detention. 

On  the  second  point,  whether  the  benefit  to  the  pub- 
lic would  be  so  great  as  to  counterbalance  the  inconve- 
nience which  might  eventually  result  lo  individuals 
from  audioriiing  this  measure,  your  committee  have 
bad  less  difficulty  in  farming  their  opinion.  From  a  sor- 
Yey,said  to  bean  accurate  one,  with  which  the  committee 
have  been  furnished,  it  appears  that  the  distance  from 
Alexandriato  Georgetown,  (including  the  river,)  by  ths 
present  route,  is  eight  miles  and  fifty  polea ;  and  firom 
the  ferry  at  Georgetown  to  the  Capitol,  three  miles  and 
a  quarter;  making,  in  the  whde,  eleven  miles  three- 
eighths  and  fifteen  poles.  From  Alexandria  lo  the 
Capital,  by  the  intended  bridge,  six  miles  and  a  half 
and  nine  polte,  being  baa  than  the  toad  at  prsfent 
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traTdlad  bj  five,  milw  and  Mreo-ei^thi.    Huim 
iMOlti  that  thai  dutsnce  will  be  MtT<d  ta  Ihna  having 
■MDUoanieation  belween  Alelandria  and  that  part  of 
the  citj  ijing  in  Iha  Tionitf  of^  and  balon  the  Capitol, 
and  to  pertona  tnTelling  from  noitb  to  eoutb,  and  e 


The  caraaltiea,  the  delays,  and  tba  dangera  to  which 
the  mailj  of  the  United  Siatea,  aa  well  ai  peraona  hav- 
ing occaaion  to  paaa  from  one  nde  of  the  rivet  to  the 
other  are  subjected  from  the  occurrenFe  of  atorma,  and 
the  fbnnation  of  ice  on  the  mer  in  Winter,  (both  which 
occaaionatl;  render  the  Potnmac  impaaBable,)  are  cogent 
drcnmstancea  in  favor  of  the  expediency  of  authorizing 
A«  erection  of  a  bridge. 

Yoor  comMittee  are  aol  fiimiBhed  with  dsla  whereon 
to  farm  an  accurate  opinion  of  the  actnal  Biving  of  daa- 
Uatce  wliich  wiU  take  place  (in  case  of  the  erection  of 
a  bridge)  in  the  tranipartBtioa  of  the  miila  of  the  Uni- 
ted Statea.  This,  however,  fiom  the  facta  just  stated. 
Moat  be  considerable ;  and  the  diminqtion  of  expense 
will  be  proportionale  to  the  dimination  of  distance- 
On  the  whole,  your  .committee  an  of  opinion  that 
the  public  interests  will  be  gieAtly  promoted  by  the 
erection  of  a  bridge  acroaa  the  river  Potomac,  at  or  near 
tha  teminstioa  ef  the  Maryland  Avenue,  in  the  City 
of  WashingtoQ,  lo  the  County  of  Alexandria  on  the  op- 
poaile  side ;  and,  in  canfonoity  with  tliaC  opinion,  re- 
coDunend  the  following  resolution : 

Utaehtd,  That  the  prayer  of  the  petitionen,  in  favor 
of  the  erei-tion  of  a  bridge  across  the  Potomac,  is  rea- 
SDDable,  and  ought  to  be  granted. 

The  report  was  made  the  order  of  the  da;  for 
Tbursday  next. 

MATHAHIBL  GOODWIN  AND  OTHERS. 
Mr.  CROWHtHBHiELD,  from  the  Committee  of 
Commerce  and  MaDuraeinres,  to  whom  wat  re- 
ferred the  peitlion  of  Nathaniel  Qoodwin  and 
others,  maaufaclDrers  of  iioo  hallow  ware,  in  die 
Biate  of  Massac  bluetts,  made  the  following  re- 

The  petitionera  state  that  they  ere  engaged  in  the 
manafacture  of  iron  hollow  ware,  and  as  the  United 
States  are  amply  Itimished  with  the  materials,  and 
Uut  fiimaces,  to  supply  their  inhabitants  with  that  arti- 
cle, thcT  ^y  that  an  addifionst  dnhr  may  be  imposed 
upon  bU  Don  hollow  ware,  imputed  from  ibreign  oosn- 

Tb«  eoramittse  Gad  that,  under  existing  laws,  this 
■rticie  ia  subject  to  a  daly  of  seventeen  and  a  half  per 
csnL  ad  valorem,  on  importatian  into  the  United  States 
m  American  vMselsi  and  if  imported  in  vessels  not  of 
the  United  Btalea,  it  is  charged  with  the  additional 
duty  often  per  cent,  on  the  duty;  making  the  duty,  in 
thia  case,  amount  to  nineteen  and  one  quarter  per  oenL 

There  are  no  doclimenta  widiin  the  reach  of  the 
committee  that  show  the  quantity  of  iron  ware  im- 
ported into  the  United  States  in  any  one  year  ;  goods, 
wares,  and  merchandise,  paying  the  ad  valorem  doty, 
not  tieing  particularly  designated  in  the  retuioa  trora 
the  colleeton  of  the  coatoms;  but  it  is  believed  the 
qaenti^  and  value  have  not  been  very  considerable  for 
Bome  years  past  It  cannot  be  doubted  that  the  United 
States  are  in  possession  of  the  material  for  making  iron 
hollow  ware.  The  native  ore  is  in  abtmdsnce  in  many 
parts  of  the  country,  and  already  fiiraacea  have  been 
eatahlished,  which  Ud  fair  to  fiirnish  the  fullest  supply 
of  Aat  article.    The  pratectiag  du^  impoMd  on  the 


foreign  iron  ware,  holds  out  to  the  skilful  manufactorat 
every  encouragement  be  can  reasonably  ask  (or.  If 
this  duly  was  deemed  too  moderftte,  and  not  sufficient- 
ly high  to  give  a  preterenee  to  the  domestic  manufac- 
ture, the  committee  would  deem  themselves  authorized 
to  propose  a  further  augmentation.  The  article  being 
not  only  bulky,  but  of  considerable  weight,  must  be 
■abject  to  a  high  freight  in  proportloQ  lo  its^firime  costj 
u  to  this  ia  added  the  commisBions  for  purchase  in  Eu- 
rope, the  insuraocB,  and  other  shipping  charges,  with 
the  duties  payable  on  its  importation  here,  it  will  be 
found  that  the  for^gn  article  cornea  burdened  suffi- 
cienUy  to  give  a  decided  advantage  to  (ha  American 
manufacturer.  Surely  the  petitioners  do  not  wish  to 
claim  a  monopoly.  A  preference  they  ought  to  have, 
and,  so  hir  as  encouragement  haa  besn  given  to  Ameri- 
can manufactures  generally,  the  article  in  question  is 
charged  with  the  highest  rate  of  dutiea,  with  a  verf 
ftiw  exceptions. 

If  Congress  had  determined  to  impose  higher  dutiea 
on  imports,  with  a  view  of  raising  additional  revenue, 
or  to  countervail  the  eilraordinaiy  impositiansof  otiier 
countries,  it  would  be  sound  policy  to  single  out  sudi 
articles  aa  could  be  readily  manu&ctured  in  the  United 
States ;  and  by  making  a  just  discrimination,  all  might 
derive  a  benefit,  and  none  be  injured ;  but  as  the  Hooae 
have  only  authorized  the  commttloe  to  report  on  Iha 
subject-matter  of  the  petition,  and  as  they  are  satisSed 
that  the  petitioners  may  receive  a  prefeieoce  in  the 
market  for  their  manufacture,  so  br  as  cheapness  and 
the  quali^  of  the  article  will  give  it  to  tbem,  when 
put  in  competition  vrith  the  Ibreign  article,  they  are  of 
opinion  that  it  ia  at  this  time  ineipedient  to  augment 
the  du^  on  iron  hollow  ware  imported  into  the  United 
Slates.  And  the  committee  recommend  that  the  peti- 
tioners have  leave  to  withdraw  their  petition. 

The  report  was  agreed  to. 

IMPORTATION  OF  SLAVES. 

The  House  again  went  into  a  Committee  of 
tha  Whole  on  Mr.  Sloan's  reaolutioo  for  impos- 
ing a  tax  of  tea  dollars  upon  every  slare  imported 
into  the  United  Stairs. 

Mr.  Clark  said  it  was  essentiallr  necessary  to 
the  passage  of  a  law  on  this  subject  that  the 
ameodmeni  should  prevaiL  The  original  resolu.^ 
lion  contemplated  a  certain  description  of  peraana 
as  Glares;  toe  ot^ectof  the.amendnient  was  to  ex- 
tend  it  to  all  persons  imported  into  the  tJaited 
Slates.  Suppose  a  cargo  of  slaves  should  arrive. 
Will  they  beenteredatthecustom-honse  as  slaves? 
No.  They  will  be  recognised  as  a  differenr  de- 
soriptioo  of  persons,  and  by  that  means  the  pay- 
ment of  the  tax  will  be  evaded,  and  the  law  aare 
no  possible  effect. 

Mr.  Sloan  said,  on  opening  the  boaliteaa  it  had 
not  been  his  intemtoo  to  take  an  active  part  in  Ih« 
debate ;  but  as  he  had  been  called  on,  partioalarlr 
by  the  gentleman  frora  Connecticut  (Mr.  Dana.) 
he  wooTd  sar  a  few  words  in  reply.  In  the  first 
place,  he  must  be  permitted  to  pay  that  be  did  not 
consider  that  gentleman  serions — he  only  coosid- 
ered  him  aa  making  a  display  of  that  agreeable 
vein  of  fancy  and  genius  which  he  had  so  often 
before  manifested.  If  he  were  obliged  to  consider 
him  as  serious,  he  would  in  return  beg  permission 
to  ask  him  a  serinus  question,  what  are  hi*  view* 
in  the  amendment  hekaa  ofieiedl    Ar«tbey,Hiid 
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Ur.  Suoui,  in  ardor  lo  prevent  iha  amigrtiioa  of 
the  uihjec(3of  ibat  [yruiuic  Datioa  frum  which 
])■»  prniveeesoi'i  as  w«ll  a.i  miob  eameiti  ibi^  wil'- 
darnaa* — chtXNiiag'  mifan  lo  risk  the  daQj^ri  of 
Iheoevan,  of  famine  and' of  every  o<her  Bpeci»  of 
bardahipsilian  li?e  longer  under  thai  tyrannic  gor- 
ernmentl  I^  he  afraid  ihen  emigraiion  will  crowd 
our  populaiioD,  or  disturb  the  sieady  habits  of  hii 
peopit;  7  If  thai  is  the  case  I  will  ease  his  fears  by 
Kiating  to  him  that  1  last  year  paid  a  visit  to  the 
country  west  of  ihe  mouniaiDs,  and  there  beheld 
the  couDtlesn  Doiirions  of  acres  reserved  for  iheac- 
CDiBinodatioB  of  poor  emigrants.  This  great  tract 
ofcountry  i»  prubably  reserved  by  the  Great  Author 
i>f  Nature  ai  the  happy  a&ylum  ibr  the  opi>rc;«ed 
subjects  of  the  despoiismsof  Europe — raifiier  than 
U:^  them  let  ua  receive  them  with  opee  arniR,  re- 
membering that  our  aocrsiors  wereottcelik*  thera, 
tu^agett  \a  a  airange  land,  and  let  u*  give  them 
a  weloom*  receptiou,  ioio  tliia  land  OTerflowiog 
«ith  milkasd  honey. 

Hr.  Dava. — Not  with  stand  iog  mj  grrat  desire 
to  gratify  the  genilemao  from  New  Jersey,  to 
f^aKfy  whom  would  afford  me  great  pleasure,  yet 
in  the  present  case,  with  the  best  disposiiioa  in 
the  world,  I  caonot  do  iL  The  amendnjeut  ap- 
pears to  me  ro  be  very  consistent  w.illi  the  princi- 
ples on  which  the  resolution  was  oftered.  1  un- 
derstood it  as  a  proposition  of  revenue  relative  to 
the  impOTiatiou  of  a  species  of  men  that  is  profit- 
able 10  our  merchants.  [  thought  the  revenue 
would  be  extended  by  taking  in  the  coiuunipiion 
of  a  larger  claw  of  men,  who  might,  iterefore,  be 
very  fairly  taxed.  I  could  scarcely  ha va  expected 
that  ihe  gentleman  should  have  travelled  overihe 
muumains,  and  have  there  counted  the  couniiess 
millions  afacres spread  outnsa  beocQcent  asylum 
for  poor  emigrants  froitt  Surope,  mtiDh  lea*  that 
hesb«uld  hevesodoqiienily  portrayed  iheoppre*- 
aion  of  England  and  Fraac«,  and  blecded  the  num- 
ber of  persons  about  tooceu|nr  (hose  western  acrea 
with  the  Hmple  ijuesiton  of  Kveoue  now  before 
tba  House.  Oentlemen  have  brought  this  forward 
^»  s  question  of  revenue.  May  we  not  be  permit- 
'led  to  lake  them  on  their  own  ground  t  If,  instead 
of  revenue^  their  object  be  a  condemnation  of  the 
trade,  let  them  come  out.  The  gendemao  from 
New  Jerwy,  with  his  knowlet^e,  cannot  he  to  ig- 
norant asnai  to  know  that  there  are  other  persons 
beeidea  alaves  brought  into  the  country,  who  are 
decaied  beneficial  to  the  eommuoitfj  are  bardy 
Bad  industrious,  and  that  the  price  paid  for  their 
passage affordsa  profit  toour  merchants.  Whether 
this  daacription  of  imported  person*  is  ao  bene- 
ficial as,  in  policy,  not  to  be  uxed,  is  one  thing. 
Byomitiingio  lex  them,  we  virtually  givea  bounty. 
They  may  not  be  so  valuable  to  the  Siale  as  to 
juitify  en  exemption  from  all  (axatioa.  The  ob- 
jection of  geoilemen  lo  the  ameadmeot  takes  too 
great  a  sweep,  when  they  consider  it  as  applicable 
to  all  persons  cooiing  into  the  United  Slates.  It 
is  only  applicable  to  persons  imported  ;  that  iit,  to 
persODsbound  to  service  for  aierm  of  yeara.  [Mr. 
Daha  here  read  the  article  of  the  Con^Iiiutioaon 
this  aubject.]  Do  genllemeu  think  the  emigration 
•ad  impotutioQ  hue  itaiaJ  syooBymoiit  teraul 
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Persona  imported  aw  not  persons  migraiinj.  If 
we  look  to  the  sMond  section  of  tbe  foiirtb  artlelt 
we  shall  have  the  [loinl  elucidaied.  "No  per«o& 
held  to  service  or  labor  in  one  Stale  under  ihe  tawa 
thereor,escapinginto another,  shall  in  consequence 
of  any  law  or  regulation  fher>in,  be  discharged 
fr'im  !>uch  service  or  labor."  Persons  imported, 
therefore,  are  those  only  who  are  held  to  service 
by  some  person  holding  authority  over  them.  The 
designeiiao,iherefore,appliesonly  to  those  whoaie 
indented  servants  fura time.  TheKentiemancalU 
upon  me  to  declare  my  motive  for  this  ameadmeat. 
I  do  n<'t,  however,know  how  he  becAmeautbouzed 
(o  make  this  iaquiiaiiioo,  or  hnw  my  moti*«a  ean 
infloeace  tbe.coovictioQs  of  ihia  Houta>  If  ifae 
proposition  tea  good  one.  the  mativea  tbal  prtKlucad 
It  ought  to  have  no  weight. 

Mr.  AiiSTON  said  he  had  btit  one  or  two  remarhi 
to  make,  lo  show  the  oeceesity  of  adopting  tba 
amendnreni.  There  was  ■  descripiion  of  persona 
not  embraced  by  the  original  resolution,  which  it 
had  heretofore  been  ihoughl  soond  policy  parttc- 
olnrly  to  Koard  agninst — viz;  persons  of  color  from 
ihe  West  Indies.  Under  iheresolulion  they  ini^ht 
be  imported,  And  he  would  undertake  to  say,  thai 
one  hundred  of  them  would  be  mnre  injurious  than 
ten  thousand  persons  from  Africa.  Thb  was  one 
reason  which  induced  him  to  favor  the  amend- 
meol.  Another  strong  reason  with  him  was  lo 
make  it  strictly  confurmable  to  the  Constitution. 
Gentleman  vaunt  the  freedom  of  the  Consiituiion 
from  ihe  word  slave,  and  yet  they  are  for  staining 
every  page  of  the  siatnte  baok  with  it. 

Mr.  Slo<in,  in  reply  to  Mr.  Daka,  nid,  that 
although  that  geoileman  would  noi  uvebU  rcaaMia 
in  favor  ofthe  amendment,  he  would  give  hia  own 

Zinst  it.  Hia  wish  was  to  diaeriminate  between 
'esBod  whites,  on  the  latter  of  whom  he  would 
nlber  irive  a  bounty  than  impose  a  tax. 

Mr.  Fiaa  moved  to  amend  the  amendmeat  by 
adding,  afterpemmt,  "of  color." 

Mr.  Daha.— I  may  not  perhaps  agree  with  the 
mover  aa  to  the  import  of  the  term  which  ha  pro- 
poses lo  introduce  into  the  ameadmeaL  U  haa 
been  staled byeonieitudenta  of  oanralpbiloaophy, 
that  neiiher  black  nor  White  is  a  color.  The  ioien- 
lion  of  the  faooorabte  g«>ntlemM  mwt  be,  diet  the 
resolution  should  neither  apply  to  blaoks  nor 
whites,  and  if  the  gentleman  knows  the  meeamg 
ofthe  term,  persons  of  color,  he  mast  know  that  i( 
doesnol  include  blacks, Initmulaltues.  muateee,  dte. 

Mr.  FrsR  withdrew  his  amendment. 

Mr.  Sloan  moved  to  add  to  slaves,  "and  penona 
of  color." 

Mr.  Macon  (Speaker)  said  the  Stale  of  which 
he  was  in  pa  rt  a  representative  some  time  aAer  the 
law  now  under  consideration  passed  iu  a  neigh- 
boring  Stale,  came  lo  a  resolution  fur  amending 
the  Cimslilution,  lo  give  Congrets  the  power  <* 
prohibiting  the  impuriaiion  o' slaves  aliogeiber. 
which  was  sent  to  the  Legislature  of  the  aevcral 
States,  inaDy  of  whom  bad  eooeurred  in  it,  or  ik 
one  similar  to  it.  Thia  showed  the  senM  of  Ike 
Stales  as  to  this  worst  of  aU  trifies.  No  peneo 
eould  more  regret  the  conduct  of  Suttlb  Carolina 
i  than  he  did,    Perhapa  coming  froin  an  adjoialof 
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Btare,  kis  feelinin  might  gire  bim  difibrent  im- 
prcMtoos  from  ibai  wbich  ihey  nogbt  to  do,  al- 
ibou^h  he  was  doi  «eaaib1e  Ihst  this  was  Ibe  cas«. 
Bm  ii  almys  seeraed  lo  hrm  thai  ihii  mcaKire  wa 
nothJBg  more  nor  ltsiilian  arMittniiig  thecoujuct 
•fa  State  Legis)at«rr,aL«^i<]a[areiMl  was  nnrljr 
equally  divided,  as  poiDiiDg  •(  tbem  ih«  finger  of 
reprobation  of  the  whole  nuton.  If  they  had 
MDied,  wat  it  dm  better  atid  tnore  ehristiati-like 
to  forgive  Ihem  7  On  this  labjeet  be  nerer  bad 
but  one  optDioa,  and  that  was,  ibai  ancih  a  law 
•ogtit  DM  to  pam.  ShoBld  it  pass,  it  night  per- 
baps  prevent  the  imporiaiioa  of  a  few  persuns. 

The  CHkiRifABi  bets  reminded  the  honorable 
Speaker  that  the  qUeMion  was  ott  ilie  smetidaieDl 
aod  Dot  on  the  resolution,  to  the  fonaer  of  which 
itae  debate  must  be  eoafioed. 

Mr.  Maoom,  after  Tindiealtng  himaelf  from  a 
TiirfatioB  of  order,  nUtheenbjecl  had  been  cdd- 
atdrred  in  difieteai  pMoiaof  rii>w  bf  itie  Govera- 
BMDt.  Coogreos  bad  heretofore  fait  a  difficulty  and 
dcUoacy  ia  aciiiag  npoa  thb  Mfajeat ;  »o  also  hid 
tbe  ctmf eBtioa  tw  formed  i<ie  Consiktiiion.  Ia 
InytDg  on  imported  goodt  an  ad  valoretn  daiy,  tio 
doty  had  been  laid  m  the  itDporutioti  of  slareii ; 
iteeeoieJ  thatoa  this  Buhieci  Congreis  aodall  the 
ExMtitire  offioera  Iboaght  the  lame  way-  Con- 
green  bad,  however,  paraed  another  law,  prohibiting 
the  citizeos  of  ilie  United  States  from  carryiog 
on  tbe  trade  fron  one  port  toxnotber. 

There  was  anoiher  qneaiton  which  he  beliered 
bad  oat  yet  been  aeiiled,  with  regnrd  to  which  he 
m  Ota  pr<tfeW  to  be  jarist  enoash  to  decide  the 
cfiect  of  the  law.  If  we  lay  Chi*  duty,  couM  a  re»- 
■el  bavis^  slave*  oa  board  entvr  ibe  port*  of  a 
Btaie  whieb  oiberwine  sh«  wowfd  be  prohrtMte4 
frotn^  ante  ring?  Soppow  Boch  a  vesael  hraught  to 
the  pi>rt  of  Wiltncngton,  in  Nori6  Caralnia,  which 
be  merely  mentioned  beoatue  nearent  to  thie  State 
of  South  Garoliiia.  If,  in  c«D*eqneDceof  ihiams, 
■bo  could  foe  eoieted  there,  it  wvuld  be  a  itronger 
reason  agaioai  the  measure  than  hxd  been  urged ; 
beeatKe  it  coald  ooi  be  tteoied  that  tbere  ara  aome 
people  ia  North  Caroltna.  who,  if  these  persona 
could  besmOealed  in,  wuold  purchase  tbem.  la 
the  8ut«'  wbich  he  in  part  represented,  tbere 
wa*a  portioBOf  this  species  of  property.  No  one 
Trgreiied  the  evil  more  ihaa  he  did ;  but  What  to 
4o  with  it  was  tbe  qoestion.  He  beliered  that  it 
wBsanevilforwhieh  the  wisest  man  Id  theeaiion 
coulit  not  satisfy  himsrlf  with  a  cure.  It  wai  an 
evil  which  onr  forefather*  had  ftlt,  and  to  whieh 
we  mitst  submit  uoill  noadequitecure  was  fouttd. 
Il  was  evident  at  this  time,  ibtu  tbe  Mnthitent  he 
might  add,  the  paa^ian  of  the  naiibn  was  against 
it:  the  oation  had  set  their  (Hces  against  it;  he 
was  afraid  in  their  decision  the  House  won  Id  be 
goverited  by  this  passioa.  IfibeirDnly  object  were 
to  evince  their  disapprobalisn  of  tbe  ctinduct  of 
South  Carolina,  instead  of  imposing  a  tax.  i hey 
miKht  pass  a  resolution  expressive  of  Ibeir  disMt- 
iifaetioD,  or  propose  an  aateiMlnBeat  to  tbe  Cun- 
Miiatiun. 

The  question  was  taken  oa  the  ameiktfmeiit  of 
Ur.  SLOaH,  which  was  liwt — yeoaSi. 

Mm,  .Hu^oa  aud  he  ho^  tka  uaendiMiit  of 


the  geoilemaa  from  Cooneciietit  tmnld  not  be 
adopted;  in  verity,  he  coultl  not  see  any  good 
for  it;  as  the  object  of  the  ameoJment 
lirely  different  from  the  objeirt  of  the  ori- 
ginal resolution,  which  was  merely  to  imposes  tax 
on  tbe  importation  of  i^laves.  With  tbe  huDorabie 
Speaker  be  ooncarredio  regret l in g'l bat  tfaisKubject 
had  been  agitated;  but  as  it  had  been  brought 
forward,  beshoald  vote  for  the  resDluiien,  provided 
it  were  Hoamesded.  If  the  amendment  were 
adopted,  be  should  voce  against  it. 

What  do  gentlemen  who  tir«e  the  ataeDfaient 
wanti  Are  I  bey  abotn  loeKctotle  from  the  Ud^ 
tedSiatesihe  emigmion  of  tboaenefortnnatemra 
who,  from  poverty  or  distresa,  are  unable  to  pay 
their piswge across  tbe  Atlaatic  1  Will  tbey  aM 
totheirmisfortllQesby  hardening  them  with  a  new 
tai7  Mr.  N.  said,  that  he  had  beard  bat  on« 
remark  which  bore  t4»e  semblaoee  of  ar^viiKBt, 
but  wbich'on  examination  would  be  found  not  i« 
be  correct.  The  geatlenMO  from  North  OarotiW 
(Mr.  ALaroit)  says,  in  the  Southern  Stiaes,  ihef 
are  apprehensive  of  theadmiaaion  of  persons  fron 
tbe  West  iQdiea,  and  that  this  resolution  does  iMt 
inhibit  their  ioiroduciiun.  Btitif  they  really  a;^ 
prehend  danger  from  this  quarter,  nay  ihev  not 
avert  it  by  prohibiting  the  importiiien  tbemsclvast 
Is  not  tbe  State  of  South  Carolina  Bod  every  other 
Slateoompetenlto  tbiaact?  Then  what  ocotsioa 
is  tbere  for  tbe  amendment}  The  original  rea»- 
iatioQ  amads  as  it  ahottld  do— ^1  theargomenta 
urged  go  to  the  mufl  queation.  Nor  are  wc,aai4 
Mr.  n.,  as  Kcotlemen  allege,  pmotia^  the  ftoger 
ofeeota  or  disapprobation  at  any  particnlarSiate, 
Ou  the  contrary,  the  object  i*  general.  But,  aaf 
ilemcn,oone  out  South  Carolina  odmiisala tea; 
Eutdoes  Ibis  prove  that  noother  State  may  not,  oc 
will  not  admit  them  7  And  if  this  should  be  the 
case,  would  not  this  tax  bring  us  ■  coosiderablb 
sum  ?  As  to  revesue,  it  is  true,  it  is  no  great  ob> 
ject  ;ibongb  [  recollect  to  have  beard  a  ScotebiaaB 
any,  many  mickles  make  a  muckle.  I  am  foe  the 
resi^ution,becuuselihinkthepeopleofthi!'cotintrf 
should  hold  up  their  hands  in  disapprubation  oif 
thecoaduct  of  Sotith  Caroliaa— I  am  against  the 
amendment,  because  it  would  prevent  theenrigrB- 
tion  of  a  useful  aad  oppressed  chssof  men,  and 
thereby  operate  cruelly  towards  Ihetn. 

Mr.  Som-HABD  said,  the  object  of  the  resdntlMt 
was  to  lay  a  tax  often  dollars  oa  slaves  imported 
into  the  United  States.  The  amendment  did  not 
correspoud  with  the  spirit  uf  the  Coostitution ;  foe 
it  would  not  be  contended  thei  the  eon  wntion  ever 
meaat  to  place  free  while  persom  withiog  to  em- 
igrate tct  the  United  States  under  Ibe  same  embar- 
TBitsment  as  staves.  The  importaiioo  uf  the  klter 
had  been  considered  as  a  great  injury;  but  he 
would  ask  if  the  emigntiion  of  oppressed  Suro- 
pean*  WBsan  injury  1  We  have  only  to  look  over 
the  United  Slates  losee  the  large  number,  na  well 
■G  tbe  respectability  of  those  who  have  b«eo  obliged 
to  pay  ihtrir  passage  by  binding  thtrmielves  out  for 
a  term  of  years.  It  waa  only  tK-cemary  for  gen- 
tlemen to  view  this  sobjecl  dispassionaiely  lor* 
moment,  lo  reject  the  amendment.  He  wovld  ask, 
if  tka  otBoadnMat  oWiied,  ortMiher  o 


868 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS; 


864 


H-ofR. 


hnportaHan  of  Slava. 


JtMBABT,  1B06. 


would  vocf  for  the  TMolutioD  t  He  Iwlieved  not, 
u  it  would  be  a  gremter  eril  to  prevent  tbe  emi- 
graiioQ  of  whiles  than  ihe  importaiioD  of  .slaves  ; 
u  Ihe  imporiBtion  of  ibe  Uiter  would  be  iimited 
to  tbe  year  1808,  vbea  he  had  do  doubt  it  would 
be  prohibited  by  the  uaaniaious  vote  of  CoDgress. 

Mi.  Dana. — If  I  anderaiand  the  geaileiiiBD  from 
New  Jersey  right,  he  tmigioes  the  ameodmeDt  is 
not  in  complianoe  with  the  spirit  of  the  Coostitu- 
tioDj  iaasmach  as  b«  is  of  opioioD  (hat  the  Dinlfa 
(eciiOn  of  the  Gret  article  ought  to  be  restricted  ia 
fair  meaniDg  to  slaves.  It  ia  in  tbe  following 
words.  J^Mr.  Dana  here  read  the  sectioD.]  Il  is, 
•aid  he,  lodeed  difficult  for  me  to  nndentand,  how 
■D  BineadmeDi  in  the  very  words  of  the  CoDsti- 
taiion,  without  the  change  of  a  single  term,  can 
violate  its  sniril.  Because  the  same  words  are 
used,  is  il  to  DC  inferred  it  is  contrary  to  the  spirit. 
of  the  Constitution  1  1  am  sensible  the  amend- 
ment changes  Ibe  complexion  of  ibe  resolution  ; 
but  while  it  embraces  others,  it  iacltides  likewise 
those  perEoni  in  the  resolution.  Perhaps  It  may 
include  some  persons  who  ought  to  be  excluded  ; 
but  il  should  be  observed  that  this  is  only  a  rest>- 
lutioa  for  seiiliag  Ihe  principle,  and  that  the  sub- 
ordinate daiails  may  be  settled  in  a  bill.  Oenile- 
tnen  will  not  contend  thai  the  importation  of  sU 
deacripiioQB  of  white  peivona  is  beneficial.  I  re- 
«olleci  one  Stale  into  which  a  cargo  of  convicts 
Wa*  imported,  which  a  law  was  passed  to  prohibit. 
The  amendment  then  merely  iovetvcs  tliequec 
lion,  whether  the  reMlution  shall  be  coaGa»l  to 
alavcs,  or  be  extended  to  others. 

The  quesUon  was  then  taken  on  Mr.  Dana'b 
kneaitment  to  subsiitute  persons  in  tbe  room  of 
sla*eM,andpassedinlhen^ptive,onlf  32tnembers 
rising  in  bvorofit. 

Mr.  Bably.— I  wish  for  the  ailention  of  the 
Commiitre  while  I  submit  a  ver?  few  otnerva- 
-tions  on  the  resolution  under  consideration,  which 
are  intended  to  go  to  a  single  point  which  has 
been  but  slightly  noticed  by  the  honorable  Speaker, 
bat  whiph  may  be  placed  in  some  points  of  view 
that  are  important.  I  mean  to  consider  the  sub- 
ject as  a  matter  of  feeling,  in  relation  to  the  State 
«n  which  It  is  aboni  to  bear.  To  her  it  is 
unimiMrtant.  The  objeciof  the  resolution  cen 
Ij  is  either  lo  point  the  disapprobation  of  ihii 
lion  at  the  practice  in  question,  or  to  raise  a  reve- 
Bue  from  that  practice.  It  is  either  oae,  or  an 
union  of  both  these  ends.  If  ihe  object  be  to  point 
the  disappi^batioa  of  tbe  nation  agaiost  Souifa 
Carolina,  1  pray  geoilemen  to  pause  and  reflect 
OB  the  consequences  of  such  a  policy;  and  I  beg 
all  to  recollect  that  they  are  interested  as  ffell 
•s  South  Carolina  with  re^rard  to  such  policy. 
Those  who  regard  either  the  feeliogs  of  one  State, 
«r  the  peace  and  harmony  of  (he  whole  nation, 
will  do  well  to  reSect  before  they  adopt  a  policy 
bottomed  on  such  a  principle. 

As  it  may  be,  that  ihe  measure  is  entertained  as 
a  source  of  revenue,  if  ibis  is  the  object,  1  will  ask 
one  qtiestion.  Is  the  price  they  are  to  get  worth 
tbe  evil  they  create  7  Is  the  petty  sum  of  $40,000 
or  9S0^WO  of  so  much  moment.  .  is  it  a  sufficient 
;«bj««t  to  this  Qoierameat  to  jodvce  them  to  adopt 


,  which  will  irritaieaodwotind  tfaefMl- 

ings  of  a  respectable  member  of  the  Confederacy  1 
Forty  or  fifty  thousand  dollarE  is  a  petty  sum  to 
this  aoTernmenl ;  but  il  is  not  so  to  a  State ;  it  ia 
not  so  to  South  Carolina.  Let  gentlemen,  if  (bey 
please,  attempt  to  get  (ound  the  queslisD,  by  say  ing> 
that  this  resolution  it  not  exclusively  confined  to 
South  Carolrca^  tbe  evasion  ia  unworthy  of  them. 
The  whole  naiion  know.^,  South  Carolina  knows, 
and  we  know,  what  is  intended  by  it;  and  il  ia 
tbe  same  as  if  SouthCarolina  was  on  the  face  of  it. 
The  aam,  though  trifling  to  the  United  States,  ia 
not  so  to  South  Carolina.  The  rerenne  intended 
by  this  resolution  lo  be  drawn  from  South  Caro- 
lina, will  equal,  if  it  does  not  exceed,  the  whole 
expose  of  her  government.  What,  then,  wiU 
be  Ihe  situation  of  the  people  of  that  Stale,  in 
case  this  resolution  is  adopted  1  It  will  be  tbe 
situation  of  a  people  who  pay  a  dQubie  tax.  They 
will  pay  a  tax  for  the  support  of  their  own  Got- 
ernmeni;  revenue  will  be  drawn  from  them  for 
national  purposes,  as  from  the  Other  pans  of  tbe 
Union;  and  they  will  be  burdened  with  an  ad- 
diiional  tax,  equal  to  the  whole  expense  of  their 
Stale  Qovernment.  I  will  ask  now.  Whether  tbe 
uvils  attending  such  an  imposition,  and  the  reftee- 
tions  arising  ^om  it;  will  not  necessarily  irritate, 
wound,  and  offeitd  tbe  feelings  of  the  people  rf  that 
StaieT  Whether, then,weconBideriiasa measure 
10  evince  the  disapprobation  of  the  nation,  or  as  a 
source  el  revenoe,  it  flows  from  a  policy  eqaallf 
questionable.  The  people,  sir,  of  South  Carolina 
canttot  avoid  ibe  reflection,  that  the  Gn^r  of  seora 
is  pointed  at  them ;  that  a  double  tax  is  imposed  on 
them.  What  will  be  the  consequence?  That 
which  every  gentleman  must  foresee.  It  ia  not 
difficult  10  fore«ee  it,  becanse  il  is  a  natural  conse- 
quence, eucb  as  muit  follow  whenever  thecommon 
feelingsof human naiureareenlertained.  Thecon- 
sequenca  will  be,  an  alienation  of  attachment  to 
and  respect. for  this  Qovernment.  1  ask  gentle- 
men to  put  the  question  home  to  themselves 
whether  Ibe  revenue  they  expect  is  worth  ihesac- 
rificel  This  is  a  question  which  onsht  never  to 
be  stirred  in  our  national  councils.  Tbougb  oldei 
men  than  myself  might  better  lell  the  Committee 
than  I  can  do,  the  effect  which  introducing  thta 
snbiect  in  any  shape  invariably  has  had  on  tbe 
feenngsoriheGovcrnmenl,or  on  (he  Representa- 
tives of  the  naiion,  I  will  undertake  to  give  roy 
opinion  of  it.  Sit,  I  have  always  understood  that 
this  sutnect  was  found  must  difficult  to  be  adjaited 
in  the  Federal  Convention.  1  have  alwayi  under- 
stood that,  when  bronghl  before  the  councils  of 
the  nation,  in  any  period  or  in  any  sbiipe,a  fervoi 
of  feeling  and  warmth  of  seniimeot  never  failed  to 
disturb  (he  public  harmony.  Every  man  knowa 
(he  effect  oi  the  first  ipplicalion  to  Congresa  on 
this  subjecl,  by  a  man  at  the  head  of  a  noted  body 
of  men  in  Pennsylvania  or  Delaware,  of  ihe  name, 
1  beLeve,  of  Warner  Mifflin.  All  know  (he  effeeU 
of  an  applicaUon  of  a  more  recent  date,  in  tbe 
other  branch  of  (he  Legislature,  from  some  friend- 
ly people  northwardly.  All  know  the  effects  of 
the  celebrated  retolutjon  laid  on  our  (able  the  last 
seoaiw,  by  lb«  same  gentleman  who  baa  favored 


366 


HISTORY  OP  CONGRESS. 


jAMARy,  1806; 


Importation  ^  Siatu. 


H.orR. 


BBwiib  iberetolutioD  under  coaaideraiioD,  to  make 
fi«e  bU  pertoDsboTD  of  a  moiher  ia  the  TarriKtry 
of  Columbia,  after  «  cpriaia  period.  AH  will  re- 
ooUecl  the  height  to  which  the  feelings  of  men 
wera  wrought  on  those  occasions.  It  is  because 
tbe  agiiation  of  this  subject  alwafibadand  al- 
ways will  hare  the  same  efie«t,  that  I  think  it 
ought  tiever  to  be  introduced  into  this  House. 

There  is  another  idea  od  this  subject,  of  tto  small 
impoilance.  We  coantantly  hear  from  diSerent 
qoirleis  of  the  Uuioo,  complaints  relatire  to  the 
naprotected  stale  of  trade.  Memorials  to  ibis  ef- 
fect are  every  day  heaping  tbemselvec  upba  us. 
I  submit  then,  tbe  queslion,  whether  if  we  legalize 
this  trade,  so  far  an  the  imposition  of  lax  can  legal- 
ize it,  we  shall  not  become  bound  to  protect  it.ai 
completely  as  we  are  bound  to  protect  any  other 
species  of  itiffic?  And  whether  we  shall  not  le- 
eei?ecrowds  ofmemorials  to  tbiseffect,  from  negro 
merchants  7  I  believe  we  shall ;  and  if  by  col- 
lecting a  rcTeaue,  we  legalize  the  traffic,  they  will 
hare  tbe  same  rights  as  other  traders. 

I  have  another  objection.  1  consider  it  as  open- 
ing an  objectionable  source  of  reveane.  I  coasid< 
ir  it  objetjtioDable  to  draw  reventie  from  such  a' 
tiaffic,  Are  we  not  told,  in  a  loud  tone,  thai  it  in- 
ToUesa  riolatioaof  every  principle  of  o^Dialobli' 
galion ;  that  it  is  a  crying  sin,  which  calls  for  the 
yengeaoce  of  Heaven  ?  Are  we  not  told,  on  this 
very  floor,  that  it  is  so  black  a  sin  as  oaghi  to  in- 
duce im  ttt  expect  aignal  fengeancel  Well,arter 
these  things  are  said  and.  feiterated,  will  gei 
men  contend  that  this  is  a  proper  source  6?  i 
■nel  What  I  Draw  resources  far  the  support  of 
a  great  State  from  acta  which  are  declared  to  be 
■issagaiDstHeaTenl  If  this  be  correct,  then  may 
we  go  on  with  this  as  a  precedent,  ana  take  the 
whole  calalogne  of  crimes,  and  draw  revenae  from 
every  oath  that  is  broken,  and  every  felony  ibat 
is  perpetrated  !  Thus,  by  taxitkg  every  crime 
riiall  support  this  Government  by  the  commit 
of  crimes.  Id  my  opinion,  the  adoption  of  a  law 
orrefoluuon  to  the  effect  of  that  on  jout  table, 
will  fix  a  stain  on  the  records  of  this  House,  and 
on  the  character  of  the  nation,  at  which  our  pos- 
Iwiiy  will  blush,  and  for  which  we.  in  our  mo- 
mcBia  of  cool  reflection,  will  have  ample  catue  lo 
coode  mn  -ourael  vet. 

There  arc  other  points  which  might  be  noticed ; 

ttas  they  aresuehaa  already  have  beendvelt on, 
■re  familaj  to  tbe  minds  of  the  memhers,  i  will 
not  detain  the  Committee  by  any  remarks  on  them, 
but  I  will  cooclude  by  observing,  that  so  far  as  re- 
cpeeis  myself,  I  will  give  this  resolution  a  more 
bcaity  negative  that  fhave  ever  b^orc  given  in 


House  whenever  it  came  bdbre  it  If  this  be  any 
argumtrot  at  all.  it  is  in  favor  of  briogiog  the  dis- 
cussion to  ft  close,  by  extiDgaishing  the  cause 
which  produces  it;  for,  ontil.tbis  shall  be  iheca»% 
there  will  always  be  found  men  in  this  House  to 
ofier  a  similar  resolution,  the  resnlt  of  which  may 
be  a  like  agitation.  Tne  question  ia  not  now 
whether  this  resolitiion  shall  be  introduced,  bu^ 
IS  it  is  introduced,  whether  it  shall  not  be  put  to 
ileep  forern',  by  exeroiaiog  at  once  oor  Cauitttn> 
tional  powers.  It  ia  contended  by  the  gentlemaK 
from  North  Carolina,  (Mr.  Ai.stok,)  that  thia 
measure  is  not  Constitutional,  because  it  operaiea 


9stof  Mr.  Bhil 

1  the  year  180 


,  the  act  of  Gi 
icas  read  by  the 


[At  the  n 

Ewa  paaaei 

Ur.  Bboom. — I  af^ee  with  the  gentleman  from 
Georgia  in  expressmc  the  wish  that  this  res<4u- 
tioD  bad  never  been  brougbi  forward,  inasmuch 
aa  I  wish  that  the  State  of  South  Carllina,  in  im- 
itation of  her  sister  States,  had  never  given  oc- 
caiioa  for  it.  It  is  said  that  this  is  a  qoeition 
whish  haa  always  prodaced  agiUitiMi  in  this 


"'^fl^ 


lo  explain.  If  he  bad  said 
be  did  not  consider  tbe  resolution  as  Coastir 
tional,  he  had  eipreased  what  be  did  not  meam 
say.  He  had  meant  to  say,  and  he  believed  be 
had  said,  it  would  <qierate  partially  and  unjustly. 
Mr.  Broom.— I  am  glad  ihe  gentleman  has 
saved  the  time  of  the  House,  and  me  the  irouUcL 
of  confuting  ihean;um«ntwQich  1  had  conceived 
him  to  have  urged.  But  as,  on  this  point,  much 
bonest  fear  may  prevail,  I  must  be  permitted  to 
premiae,  notwithstanding  the  gentleman's  coQce»- 
sioo,  that  this  resolution  is  slricily  Constitutional. 
Tbe  spirit  of  the  Constitution,  if  there  were  no 
express  provision,  would  embrace  the  power ;  and 
one  of  the  first  laws  of  the  Qovernment  would 
have  been  in  consonance  with  this  spirit,  to  iao> 
tkibit  s  trade  so  repugnant  to  the  uniform  tenor,  at 
the  Consiituiioot  and  to  its  verv  preamble.  The 
first  object  of  a  body,  established  to  guarantte  tin 
rights  of  a  free  people,  bat  for  this  provision,  would 
have  beeiv  at  least  a  prohibition  of  the  extensiea 
of  slavery. 
But,  aay  gentlemea.  there  ia  pari  of  tbe  Cooiti- 
tion  which  declare*  that  all  duties  shall  be  nni- 
fbim;  and  because  this  tax  will  operate  0n  Soaih 
Carolina  alone,  it  is  unconstitutional.  I  do  nol 
that  Congress  are  bound  to  say 
that  each  Stale  shall  pay  an  exact  proportion  of 
the  dniies;  for,  in  so  extensivean  union,  it  wonid 
be  impossible  for  any  duty  In  be  laid  which  woold 
affect  equally  all  parts  of  it.  Do  you  impose  a 
duty  on  distilled  spirits,  you  raise  one  part  of  the 
Union  in  arms ;  do  you  tax  the  fisheries,  anoihec 
part  of  the  Unionis  in  ferment;  and  ao  with  re- 
spect to  the  imposition  of  a  lax  upon  other  articles 
consumed  unequallyindiffereniparta  of  the  Union. 
No  tax  can,  from  the  nature  of  things,  operaM 
equally  on  all  the  Blates.  By  uniformity,  caa 
only  be  meant  an  .uniform  operation  on  all  tha 
subjects  of  tax  in  whatever  part  of  the  Union  they 
may  be  fonnd.  It  cannot,  therefore,  be  said  that 
this  tax  is  inconsistent  with  ihe  spirit  of  the  Coa- 
stitvikin.  It  has  the  very  niiiformiiy  required  by 
the  Constitoiion,  for  no  part  of  [be  Union  will  be 
exempted  by  any  act  of  the  Union  from  its  opera- 
tion. There  can  be,  tbereforejiio  objection  to  the 
resolution  on  ibis  ground.  But  we  have  not  to 
retort  to  general  principles  to  justify  a  lax  ax- 
presily  provided  for  by  the  words  m  the  Con- 
stitution. 

"  The  migraUon  or  importation  of  snebpersonsBS 
'  any  of  the  Siatea  now  ezatiDg  shall  think  pteper 
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'  toadtnir.irhall  doi  be  jimhibited  b;  the  Cnnprekx 
'  nrior  to  the  yrar  1808;  but  a  idz  or  duly  mAy  be 
'  Imposed  on  soeh  iraportalion,  not  exceeding  tnr 
'  dolUra  for  each  person."  Here  there  is  an  ex- 
nreas  proviniOD  Inal  this  lax  may  be  imposed. 
y/m  genilemeB  say  ibai  it  was  ibe  intent' 
1b«  ContentioD  to^ivea  power  vhieh  was 
to  be  carried  inio  effect}  This  power  so  gifen 
iitiplied,  on  the  part  of  the  Uoion.  id  afreeraent 
to  limit  the  smouDt  of  the  lax.  sod  on  the  part  of 
the  States  a  reeogniiioii  of  and  an  ■hshii  to  it. 

It  ie  Mill  ihts  measure  frill  be  harsh.  oppreMJi 
VDJOM.  Whjrf  Because  itwill  operate  on  Soulb 
CaroliDft  alone.  But  I  will  ask,  if  such  be  the 
•haraoieristics  of  this  power,  how  ihi&ctfiuse  be- 
came ingrafted  on  the  ConBtitotioa  1  War  iher« 
»M  to  the  Convention,  on  tfaio  subject, 
MB  on  both  sidei?  Did  not  the  Unioti  concede 
W  the  iioaibem  States,  that  prior  lo  the  yeai 
1806,  Ibere  should  be  no  prohibition  of  the  im- 
pwtation  of  slaves'?  Bnt  did  uot  the  States,  in- 
IVretiedin  thiatrErffic.coDcedeiO  the  United  States 
tbe power  of  Icyln^  a  tai  nf  ten  doHsra  npon  every 
imported  slttveT  Qenilemen  then  bind  us  to  our 
eonceasion}  the^^aay  it  fk  bamh,  unjust;  Ihst  il 
tettda  to  wound,  irritate,  and  harrow  up  ibeir  feel- 
ings. If  this  logiti  be  applied  lo  the  private  trans- 
aotions  of  lire,  how  will  it  Mundl  I  sell 
t  horse  i  he  takes  it,  and  I  call  upon  him  for  the 
price  be  promised  lo  g**e.  Instead  of  giving  me 
■he  RioDCf.  he  says  it  is  hard  and  uojusi.  and  that 
il  fends  lo  wound,  irritate,  and  harrow  up  his  feel- 
ings to  deraaod  it  of  him.  Why  did  Souih  Car- 
dltM  Bubmit  to  ib«  Conatitotioti.  and  thereby 
yledge  herwlf  to  pay;  tliis  tax,  if  ' 
willing  to  submit  to  il  1 

The  f^eatleniansays  thb  o«gbt  to  be  considered 


a  inatier  of  feeling,  and  that  we  ou^ht  n 
to  point  the  St^fer  of  sC' 


:  tbO! 


-  -t  the  State  of  Sooth 

Carolina.  What  is  this  bat  an  acknowledgment 
that  the  traffic  is  improper,  and  rhai  the  Snger  of 
worn  (night  be  direeied  to  it  1  I  am  not  saying 
that  the  proceedingx  of  the  State  of  Soaih  Csro- 
Sna  are  wrong ;  but,  if  tbey  be  wrong,  to  smother 
*p  the  IraDMClioa  wlthotil  eierriKing  our  Consli 
tutional  power,  is  to  make  this  Oovernment  : 
Mriy  in  the  wrong.  1  do  not  wish  to  point  Ibe 
fiager  of  scorn  at  any  Stale,  but  are  we  to  be  ^re- 
TeOied,  by  this  sQgsei>lion,fromprohibilinit,  aa  far 
as  we  consiitatiooally  can,  a'trade  disapproved  of 
by  the  general  voice  of  (he  coaotry,  and  dioap- 
proved  of  by  the  lawaof  every  State  iothe  Union 
escepiooe?  To  show  the  extreme  abhorrence 
«f  Coogreii*  agaiost  the  slave  trade,  we  have  but 
to  lum  to  the  tew  passed  in  the  year  1784 ;  what 
does  it  nay  1  ''  If  any  citizen  or  eiiixeos  of  ifae 
'  United  Stales  shall,  cootrary  to  the  true  inieot 
'  aud  meaning  of  ihi-t  act.  lake  on  hoard,  receive, 
'  sr  triDsport  any  such  persons  an  above  denciibed 
'in  this  act.  fnr  the  purpose  of  setling  them  an 
'  slaves,  as  Bfureiaid,  be  or  they  shall  forfeit  and 
'  nay,  for  each  an  t  every  perinh  so  received  on 
'  euBrd,  trnasponed,  or  wld.  ai  afureaaid,  two  hun- 
'  dred  dollars,  to  be  recovered  in  any  eonri  of  the 
'  United  Stales  proper  to  try  the  xame;  the  flret 
'  foMMy  ilunof  t«  tb«  twa  of  the  United  SatM, 


'  and  the  other  moiety  to  the  nee  of  such  person 
'  or  periions  who  vhal)  sue  for  and  proseeuie  the 
'same."  By  this  act  all  cirizens  are  protiibited 
fVom  fitting  ont  veioels  for  carrying  on  this  trade, 
ar>d  not  only  tbe  ship  is  forfriied,  bM  a  penalty  It 
likewise  imposed  of  two  hundred  dollars,  la  the 
year  1800,  aooiher  act  was  pasned  by  Congreta, 
which  haa  been  read  by  the  Clerk.  In  ibis  act, 
Oongrei's  have  manifeited  ibeir  sense  of  the  in- 
humanity of  this  trade,  and  ibey  have  imposed 
penalties  on  carrying  on  a  trade  in  slaves  even 
from  one  foreign  port  lo  another.  I  ask  iftbisia 
not  eihihiting.in  the  strongeat  terms,  the  disappro- 
bation of  CoDgrees  against  this  traffic?  Wben,  not 
coDienied  with  prohibiting  transactions  relative  to 
it,  which  oecar  nnderour  own  eyes,  tbey  iofliti  se- 
vere penalties  upon  those  who  pursue  it  in  foreign 
pom.  Every  State  butSouib  Carolina  has  pass- 
ed prohibitory  taws  on  this  subject.  I  presume 
that  the  pecuniary  interests  of  other  Stales  coi^ 
nected  with  it,  are  eigual  to  those  of  South  Caro> 
Una..  They,  however,  standing  aloof  from  this 
pursuit  (^  paltry  gain,  and  actuated  by  molives  of 
buinaaity  and  justice,  have  eniirely  interdicted 
it.  South  Osroliaa  alone,  Dnlnflueaced  by  tbe 
example  of  her  sister  States,  has  opened  her  doora 
to  the  introduciioo  of  ulaves.' 

If,  then,  their  ubjeci  be~profit,  let  us,  as  far  aa 
we  can,  reduce  this  profit;  ki  usibrowerery  in* 
pedimeni  we  can  in  the  way  of  it.  But  it  hai 
been  said,  and  with  some  degree  of  appareai  xri- 
umpb,  in  aTenmeat,  that  if  we  pass  tbe  proposed 
law,  we  shall  thereby  regutaie  this  trade,  and,  ia 
doing  so,  be  bound  to  protect  it.  Asiunished,  rin 
1  should  be  to  see  that  standard,  heretofore  raised 
in  the  defence  of  libenyi  now  reduced  to  protect 
the  slave  trade.  Fortunately,  however,  wv  can 
never  be  bound  to  protect  this  trad^  because  ib« 
United  States  have soleiMtly  declarnl  ibetiisbaH 
never  be  carried  on  in  any  of  our  vessels,  or  by 
any  of  onr  citizens.  How,  then,  protect  il?  Is 
French,  Spani^fa,  or  English  vessels?  Does  not 
the  common  sense  of  every  man  revolt  at  the  idea? 
By  tbe  laws  or  Ibe  land,  oar  owa  citizens  cannot 
carry  on  the  trade;  surely,  thea,  we  cannot  ba 
called  on  to  protect  foreiga  vessela  to  pmotioM 
disallowed  to  our  own  citizens.  We  have,  ibera- 
fore,  no  ren«oii  on  earth  to  fear  that  onr  armed 
vessels  will  be  degraded  byconvoyioga  parcel  oL. 
slaves  lo  ibis  boasted  land  of  liberty.  JM 

But  it  is  said  ibat  wa  shall  encourage  the  tradr 
by  drawing  a  revenue  from  it.  1  appeal  to  tha 
correct  sense  of  gentlemra,  whether  Ibe  imposi- 
tion of  a  duty  upon  an  article  can  be  considered 
as  encouraging  tts  importatiun?  Have  duties  im- 
no-ed  upon  imported  articles  ordinarily  ihise&rct? 
.No.  ir  this  eff«ct  is  intended,  the  way  is  to  strip 
them  of  daiies;  and,  in  the  case  of  a  favorite  ar- 
ticle, always  to  keep  it  exempt  from  duty.  To 
be  told,  ibra,  because  wa  lay  a  duty  upon  the  im- 
portation of  slaves,  we,  therefore,  favor  their  in- 
portalioo,  is  tbe  most  ne«el  priacii>te  I  ever  henid 

It  is  said  itm  duty  will  not  prohibit  the  import 
•lion  of  slaves.  1  woald  be  glad  if  it  chQuld  ban 
thaeffiictaf  ftohibUiBg  tbaif  irapwiaiNs;  Iwid 
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WtH  aekaowled^  I  deafnir  of  mj  gT*n  eMeei  bc- 
iag  produced  in  ifajn  waf.  But  (Dougfa  il  may 
Bo(  hive  this  efieci.  it  nsy  depivBS  ibe  ^reat  stim- 
Vlaa  the  (rad«r  hai  to  carrf  M  this  tritde.  It  can 
poty  be  carried  on  from  moriTM  of  gain.  Will  ii 
b»  Mid  10  be  no  trifliog  ibinf  lo  imfOi>e  a  lax  of 
lea  dollars  a  iiead  od  a  cargo  of  (jirae  or  four  hun- 
dred b  I  aetitil  Will  iMibeDodmiauiioBof  profit? 
Tbia  b  all  we  can  do.'  Lfi  an,  ibeb,  do  all  Re 
eao,  and  leave  the  rMUoProrideDce.  Let  as  not 
•all  for  helpaniil  we  bare  Grit  helped  oursdves. 
t^t  m  not  aay  tbe  CoHtitudm  uoa  oar  iMtidi  fren 
doing  auytbinfc.  wbea  we  are  stared  on  tbe  rery 
Ace  or  it,  with  tbe  power  la  do  ■omeihiag.  We 
aball  never  be  able  lo  wipe  awav  tba  dingrace  of 
encouraging  tbe  slave  trade,  wisich  may  be  im- 
puted to  us,  uoleis  we  pan,  lo  At  full  eiietit  of 
DOT  CoDstiiutiooal  powers,  laws  te  prohibit  il. 
Uky  Dot  the  r^BeciiOD  be  cast  upon  us,  ibai,  aAer 
bavmif  achieved  our  liberty,  our  firsi  acl  was  to 
trample  under  fool  the  mo»t  sacred  rights  of  bu- 
maoity  and  justice  7  If  what  we  shall  do  will  ooi 
amuuDl  to  a  probibilion  of  the  trade,  Is  all  our 
labor  therefore  lost?  No,  sir;  we  may  drawn 
nreane  from  iL  We  are  lold  that  ibts  will  be 
diwracerul ;  that  it  will  be  ibe  price  of  iDfamy; 
anoTibaiaD  honest  aorernmeni  ought  not  to  draw 
a  revenue  from  so  corrupt  a  scarce.  Id  aaiwrr 
lo  (his  augiiejtion,  I  will  nppeal  to  tbe  sentiments 
tif  every  member  of  tbis  Coramiiter.  ff  it  b?  )n- 
ftmoos,  as  genilemen  contend,  tbe  Constitution 
bai  tied  up  our  hands;  [be  CoostitutioD  has  le- 
galised the  Irade.  If  there  be  iofamy  in  it,  we 
are  bound  to  submit'to  it.  Under  these  circum- 
sUnces.  what  dues  common  aenee  tell  us  to  duf 
To  tnake  tbe  [DMtoftbepow*rwe|)Obsesi.  There 
is  evil  eoough.  God  knows,  in  tbe  tradi^  and 
ve  c«n  Daly  lessen  this  evil  by  extracting  as 
much  good  irom  it  as  we  eaa.  Is  it  joti  to  say 
a  Government  pairooizes  crime*  becaoBe  it  de- 
rives profit  from  the  labor  of  her  crinioal  con- 
Ticis7  It  is  contrary  to  common  sense  to  draw 
neb  a  conclusioB.  Qenilcroen  aay,  if  you  draw 
revenue  from  this  source,  you  may  as  well  obtain 
il  from  licensing  thieves,  murderer*,  and  tbe  per- 
petrators of  oihw  crimes.  But  there  la  a  great 
Mbrenee  between  the  even.  In  one  oase  you 
have  a  rigfit  top«Biab,siMl,  by  punixbing,  prevent 
^^  eooiiDisaioa  of  erioias.  Bat  bare  oarliandi 
^K  tied.  Thus  far,  says  tbe  CuMtiiutiou,  yon 
^Rll  (fo,  »ai  BO  farther.  We  may  pi»Veni,aod 
Ire  do  prevent,  our  own  oitizeas  from  caTtyiDf  on 
the  «b*e  trade,  bat  they  dara  not  go  fnriber. 
With  this  view  ofihe  sabject,  I  ask  whether  im- 
IMaiag*  dntyean  be  eoDiidered  as  saiKtiODing 
the  act?  A  thief  we  may  pnaiah  ;  bul,  in  tbis 
case,  we  eaanoi  di«g  to  our  tribntials  men  who 
•we  nn  allFvitDce  to  our  Oovernnwat,  and  who 
mrr  sbeltpKcl  twder  a  Constitutional  proviiioa. 

We  tmposadvtiea  on  all  anicles  exeeM  ttreee 
we  think  profwr  to  eoonursge.  Why,  tken,  eS' 
enpttbisl  Unfortuaately,a«ltve  is  c(>n«idvr«d 
hy  «Hr  laws  as  an  article  of  jfrnpFrty,  and  eotae* 
within  the  ela's  of  properly  hnporwii  inio  ibe 
Uniiad  Siaus.  Upon  salt,  sugar,  aod  siber  arii' 
•fai mt ika &nt ncaetai^i.wa  bnraJahi  Ughaiul 


oppreaaire  duiiea.  We  bare  laidadmy  of  twenty 
□eats  on  every  bushel  of  Bait,  and  corrvapondeot 
iluiies  OB  tea,  coffee,  sugar,  and  mulaKses.  I  abkj 
then,  when  il  is  coDkidervd  that  these  article*  are 
etrtenaively  coosumed  bv  the  poor  of  our  country, 
do  we  not  take  from  labor  tbe  price  of  its  iQdu»- 
try,  while  we  omit  to  Jay  any  duly  on  iilavee.  wh^ 
■^/arftoR  being  owned  by  the  poor,  ace  tbe  fx- 
eloMve  properly  of  the  tjcb  1— <tbiiB  fxt-mpiiog 
this  article  of  luxury,  while  others  of  the  £rsi  n»* 
oessiiy.  wht«b  are  conmmed  b^  the  poor,-iD  eo«^ 
moo  with  alldeneriptioDsafciiizteSjare  bardeoNed 
with  a  heavy  duty.  Whila  ariiotes  allowed  te  he 
beneficial  lo  all  classes  nay  high  dtaies,  article* 
which  are  iajunoua,  used  by  the  rich  to  pampci 
their  luxury,  reaaaaa  free  from  duty,  an^  alt  tha 
eibrisarthe  nation  oaoaoc  obtain  ibe  inapoiiiiM 
of  eves  aali^t  duly  oo  ih^M.  How  iacoosistent 
is  ihts  with  the  pompttus  profeaeion  of  reliavins 
the  poor,  so  tong  Muoded  in  tntr  ten !  .  We  haf« 
beard  it  irtumftMntlyaanouoced  that  the  miUet- 
oiura  bas  arrived,  and  that  poor  men  are  no  Wn^r 
'  be  oppressed  with  grievous  taxes ;  aod  yei,  wheft 
e  propose  to  lay  a  diMy,  vtbose  eSt- oi  might  b* 
lewen  the  lax  oa  tbe  neeefcaarlea  of  life,  we  are 
Id  we  are  not  *o  do  it,  because  it  will  irritate 
tbe  rich.  I  would  n«t  wish  to  weuad  the  feel- 
ingtof  any  nan,  but  Ida  not  know  why  we  should 
trample  on  tbe  poor  in  order  to  privil^e  the  rich. 
In  ibia  country,  I  know  of  no  such  privileged 
)iu',aad  1  trust  we  never  shall  know  il.  Viewed 
the  aspeei  of  revenue^  is  the  duty  so  sqiall  as  to 
he  unworthy  of  notice  T  If  tba  tax  nrodoceealf 
$30,000,  it  will  enable  us  lo  lake  off  the  tax  e& 
pepper;  and  ahoald  it  produce  only  810,000,  we 
may  take  off  the  tax  on  medietoer  aod  a-  variety 
ofoiber  artieWoooevmedby  allclasse^of  onr  oit- 


aall  asmiilt 
npoitpd  iu  a 
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ilea*.  Bai  it  may  uM  be  as  amall  a 
inawne.  If  10.000  slaves  are  import 
il  wul  amoant  to  $100,000.  It  i*  poaoible  dtiuUtt 
that  sum  Mlay  arise  from  Jt.  1  affect  BM,  on  Ihia  ^ 
point,  to  apeak  with  precisMa,  bht  if  we  nielion  «a 
what  ha*  oocurred  in  past  times,  we  cakulaie  oft 
improper  data.  A«  we  shall  io  a  short  time  poa- 
svBS  the  power  of  eatirrly  prohibiting  tbe  iradef 
the  present  moment  will  probabty  be  seised  as  iha 
last  daw*  in  which  tbJH  iniquitous  trade  aay  be 
[riua>phaa(ly  carried  on.  In  order  to  meet  future 
demands,  thoae  engaged  in  ti  will  go  lo  the  full 
extent  of  their  eaptial— 10  ihe  wboje  lenglh  of 
which  imporiatiooa  wiUbemade.  Tbisisaotraog 
reawio  far  our  doing  all  in  our  power  to  reptaia 
litis  trade. 

I  need  not  dwell  on  tbe  greni  ■natber  of  slavea 
eonaenired  in  ibe  Southern  Staiea,  At  the  time 
of  taking  the  eeufus  ihey  amoanted  lu  SSS.OOa-^ 
in  the  Siateof  Suutb  Carolina  there  ware  14li,000 
slaves.  Bad  199000  white*.  Ineed  nui  exfiauBM 
on  the  greititesB  of  this  evil.  Not  only  fiuuth 
Caroliaa  may  suffer,  bul  all  the  oiher  neighbocing 
Stales  uwy  share  the  evil.  Those  State*  who 
~  ~  asbaitted  lo  avowa  pariicipniion  in  tlie  irad^ 
y  be  iirdeMed  fa>  her  for  an  angmeoiatioD  of 
ir  slavaa;  and  the  evil  may  extend  lu  iboM 
Suies  wbu  now  beiieve  -tberusdvea  seeore.  If 
(he*ajMaplcwai«MBiBe«A  theii  maaiaa^  1  a«k  if 
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the  whole  Union  would  Dot  be  boand  lo  ataiat  in 
pnitine  them  dovral  It  »  not,  therefore,  Soub 
Carolina  alone,  but  all  the  members  of  this  Coa- 
federac]'  (bat  maf  be  disturbed  by  (he  accDmulB- 
tioD  of  this  evil.  It  \t  from  these  con  side  mi  I  ons^ 
beeauie  I  wish  this  traffic  to  be  checked,  and  be- 
eaaw,  as  an  object  of  revenue,  I  am  for  mafaiog 
the  most  of  the  evil,  and  because  we  may  be  ena- 
bled thereby  to  exempt  articlea  of  the  first  neces- 
aiir  from  at  leaat  a  part  of  the  dtiiies  impoeed  upon 
them — that  I  am  of  opinion  that  we  ouzht  Dot,  in 
joAice,  to  exempt  this  artiole  any  longer  from  duty. 

[After  the  npeech  of  Mr.  Broom,  (he  debate  went 
on  during  the  remainder  of  this  and  the  greater 
part  of  the  ensuing  day.  Haring  already  pre- 
sented, in  the  remarks  of  the  preceding  apeakers, 
nearly  the  whole  of  the  prominent  facts  and  ideas 
diseloied  in  the  debate,  we  shall,  from  a  aeceasary 
regard  to  other  more  important  matter,  pass  lightly 
over  that  part  of  it  which  followed,  eoafinine  our 
notice  priHoipally  to  replies  and  explanations 
drawn  forth  from  the  observations  already  deuiled. 
This  course  is  pursued  to  give  ao  impartial  iketch 
of  what  occurred. — Editon.'] 

Mr.  Bloan  spoke  at  snme  length,  enforcing  tt^e 
ideas  previously  expressed  by  him. 

Mr.  Bbdincteb  aaiigned  his  reasons  for  being 
against  the  resolutions.  He  viewed  the  slave  trade 
as  a  great  evil,  but  he  feared  the  impoaition  of  a 
dtity  would  rather  eDconrege  than  repress  thb  im- 
portation of  slaves.  He  knew  the  tax  would  be 
diMgreeable  to  his  coDstitoents,  and  he  would 
rather  g«  on  without  receiving  a  cent  from  it  thao 
raise  money  in  such  a  way.    - 

Mr.-BASLT  said  that  be  was  far  from  intending 
to  charge  the  mover  of  the  resolution  with  a  dis~ 
poaiiion  to  wound  the  feelings  of  auy  member  of 
the  Hoose.  He  had  said  nothing  to  that  e&ct. 
He  would  on  the  contrary  observe  that  he  consid- 
,  ered  the  manner  of  the  gentleman  mild,  and  such 
as  had  not  readered  him  in  the  least  ohuoxious  to 
such  a  charge.  He  had  said  that  the  feelings  of 
Elouth  Car^ina  would  be  probably  wounded  by 
the  measure.  He  had  no  disposition,  however,  to 
charge  the  gentleman  from  New  Jersey  fMr. 
8tA>Ai«)  with  such  an  intention.  Tbe  task  Of 
wounding  the  feelings  of  South  OaroJiaa  (if  the 
observations  of  a  geotjeman  oa  this  floor  could 
wound  her  feelings)  bad  been  reservedfor  thegeo- 
tlemaa's  friend  from  Delaware,  (Mr.  Broom,)  who 
had  taken  occasion  to  heap  on  ber  head,  so  far  as 
related  to  the  importation  of  davea,  every  term 
of  reproach  which  his  imagioatioa  could  bring  to 
his  aid.  If  he  expected  he  would  be  imitated  in 
such  a  procedure,  he  would  be  mistaken.  One 
word  in  reply  to  an  ohservaiion  which  he  had  ap- 
plied to  the  Stale  of  Oeergia.  He  had  said  that 
the  evil  w««  not  confined  to  Sowth  Carotina,  but 
that  it  extended  to  the  neighboring  States— that 
it  extended  to  the  State  of  Georgia,  who,  though 
ashamed  to  avow  her  approbation  of  it,  pariiei- 
pated,  notwithstanding,  with  South  Carolina  in  it. 
Oive  me  leave  to  say,  said  Mr.  E.,  so  far  as  relates 
to  the  Slate  of  Oeowia,  that  the  has  not  been- 
thai  she  never  will  be— ashamed  to  avow  wh 
aha  does ;  and  that,so  tax  from  fti^oving  thb  trade, 


she  took  a  step  six  or  eight  years  back,  that  bad 
not  then  been  taken  by  any  other  State :  she  pro- 
hibited the  traffic  by  au  express  injunotion-of  her 
coostiiuiiao. '  Let  the  gentleman  from  Delaware 
show  anything  in  his  own  constimtioo  like  this. 
On  ibis  oecBsioD,  the  opponents  of  the  resolutioa 
were  disposed  to  treat  the  subject  with  temper. 
Heretofore,  the  tamper  which  had  been  displayed 


sit  again.  i. 

Wedrbsdat,  January  23. 

Mr.  P.  R.  Thompson  presented  a  memorial 
from  sundry  inhabitants  of  AUxaadria,  in  the 
District  of  Columbik,  representing  that  the  fees 
paid  to  the  officers  of  the  courts  are  eiorhitant 
and  oppressive,  and  praying  that  the  fees  may  be 
reduced  to  the  same  amount  chargeable  in  the 
courlsof  Virginia.— Referred  lo  the  commillee  ap- 
pointed yesterday  on  the  resolutioa  offered  bf 
Mr.  Nelson. 

After  a  few  explanatory  remarks,  the  object 
of  which  was  to  show  the  necessity  of  Dniformiij' 
in  certain  jodictal  proceedings  of  the  States,  Mi. 
BiDWGLL  offered  the  following  resolution: 

Rtmlved,  That  a  coumittee  be  appointed  to  con- 
sider whether  any,  and  if  any,  what  further  pr  '  '  " 
ought  (o  be  made  by  law  for  prescribing  tbe  n 
in  which  the  public  acts,  leconia,  and  judicial  pi 
ings  of  the  respective  States  shall  be  proved,  and  the 
effect  thereof;  and  that  the;  have  leave  la  repoK  bj 
bill  or  otherwise. 

Agreed  to,  and  referred  to  a  committee  of  five 
members. 

The  House  resolved  itself  fiito  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  to  extend  jnrisdicticni.  in 
certain  cases,  to  the  State  Judges  and  State 
Courts.  The  bill  was  reported  wtth  an  ameul- 
ment  thereto.  ' 

Ordered,  That  the  said  bill,  with  the  amead- 
meot,  do  lie  on  the  table. 

IMPORTATION.  OF  SLAVES. 
The- House  «^in  went  into  a  Committee  of 


» 


the  Whole  on  Mr.  Sloan's  resolniioa  for  impo*- 
ing  a  lax  of  ten  dollars  upon  every  slave  imparl  ~ '' 
into  the  United  States. 

Mr.  DawsoN.— Every  gentleman  who 
spoken  on  this  unfinished  bosioess  baa  cxpresaed 
his  regret  at  ita  introduction — none  feel  it  more 
than  f  do;  of  tbe  sinocrity  of  which  deelaraiioa 
I  mean  to  give  a  proof  by  the  motion  which  I 
shall  make  to  you.  ■ 

If  this  regret  was  felt  at  the  iDtrodnction,  it 
must  be  inereaaed  fay  t^  course  which  the  nrpi* 
ment  has  taken,  and  by  the  warmth  which  baa 
attended  it.  At  a  time  like  this,  when  dapredatioiM 
are  committed  on  our  commeroe,  ooasu>,  and  ha^ 
bore;  when  oar  pra|>erty  is  plundered,  our  eiti> 
zeita  and  our  oountry  mattreaited  aitd  insulted,  it 
would  seem  to  me  to  be  more  wise  and  mora 
patrioiie  to  cherish  a  spirit  of  accommodatioa, 
and  to  oaiis  alt  oof  eSwts  Md  WMdon  in  adoptiaf 
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those  measurea  best  calcuU ted  lo  meet  ibii  iCaie 
of  thinss,  to  support  our  just  claims,  to  viudicaie 
ourvioTiiied  rights;  and  not  to  introduce  subjects 
Wbicb  will  iaeTllabl;  create  division,  which  ,will 
excite  one  section  of  the  coatinent,  oae  portion  of 
9ur  fellow-citizeiiB,  against  another,  thereby  dis- 
turbing thai  harmonv  and  anion  of  councils  so 
Becessary  for  tbe  good  of  the  whole. 

With  this  view  of  oar  situation,  in  order  to 
take  tach  measares  as  the  Hate  of  our  coontiy 
requires,  I  moTe  to  postpone  the  farther  consider-' 
clicMi  of  that  resolntioD  until  this  day  week,  in 
order  that  we  may  go  into  Commitlee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Uoioo. 

Mr.  IjGiB  opposed,  and  Mr.  JtuE*,  of  TenneS' 
we,  supported  ibe  postponement. 

Mr.  Bboom  said  that  tbe  geulleraan  from  Vir- 

Siaia's^keofa  degree  of  warmth  eicited  by  this 
iscussioo.  I  presume,  said  Mr.  B.,  that  in  this 
Temark  he  bad  some  allusion  to  me.  I  most  con- 
fess I  am  sorry,  that  any  geatlemaa  should  have 
so  understood  my  observations  as  to  suppose  them 
aipplicable  to  any  member  of  this  House,  or  any 
State  in  the  Unioa.  I  asture  the  Hou^e  I  inlend<- 
«d  my  observatione  should  apply  to  the  slave 
trade  as  carried  on  from  Africa,  aed  not  to  any 
Stale  or  member  on  this  floor.  I  perceived  by  a 
law  of  the  United  States  that  this  trade  was  not 
{Krmilted  to  be  carried  on  by  any  Slate,  or  citizen 
of  the  United  States.  I  therefore  could  not  pre- 
■ume  it  was  so  carried  on,  and  could  therefore 
Qiean  no  reflectioo  on  any  State  or  citizens  of 
the  United  States.  My  observations  were  exclu- 
rively  applicable  to  the  slave  trade. 

Meaan.  Sloan,  Stahtom,  Fisk,  and  Elhbb, 
■poke  agaiust  tbe  postponement,  and  Mr.  Tajq- 
«AKT  against  the  resolution.  When  tb«  question 
OB  po*tp«BemeDt  was  loai — yeas  35. 

Mr.  Dana  look  an  historical  view  af  the  pro- 
•eedings  of  Congrets  on  thia  subject ;  regretted 
th«  leiccljon  of  his  amendment,  and  added,  that  as 
tbe  lole  question  was  noiv  on  the  original  rraolu- 
tioD^a  Question  which.be  had  wished  to  have 
pBTTied,  bat  which  the  committee  had  deiermioed 
ahoold  be  taken,  and  he  was  then  officially  called 
anon  to  express  his  approbation  or  disapprobation 
01  the  stave  trade,  he  could  not  hesitate  for  a  mo- 
ment doing  the  latter.  He  should  Iherafore  Tole 
for  the  resolution. 

Mr.  Alston  placed  in  a  more  expanded  view 
his  observations  of  yesterday,  and  made  addi- 
donal  remarks. 

Mr.  J.  C.  Smith  supported  the  resolution,  and 
vindicated  the  State  he  represented  from  any  im- 
putation from  not  having  a  similar  feature  in  her 
constitntion  to  that  of  the  constitution  of  Qeor- 
gia.  He  observed  that  the  eoDstitutioa  of  Gon- 
necticoi,  having  bad  its  origin  about  tiro  hundred 
yeais  ago.  bad  not  foreseen  tbe  present  atate  ot 
things;  but  he  begged  permission  to  say,  that 
Connecticut  had  never  received  into  ber  bosom 
any  of  tbe  species  of  property  alloded  to. 

Borne  reerimiostiona  ensued  be tweeu  several 
awmbers,  on  the  pariicipation  of  the  traders  of 
nmeofthe  New  kagland  States  in  carry  log  On 
llM  slave  trade. 


Messrs.  Shilib  and  Socthabd  spoke  at  con- 
siderable length  in  fnvor  of  the  resoluiion. 

Mr.  T.  MooBE  said  he  had  not  on  this  occasion 
expected  to  have  risen ;  but  as  he  was  one  of  the 
Representatives  of  South  Carolina,  he  thought  it 
his  duty  to  offer  a  few  remarks  on  the  subject. 

He  said  it  was  true  he  was  one  of  those  who 
had  expressed  his  expectation  Ihnt  the  Legisla- 
ture of  South  Carolina  would  pass  prohibitory 
laws  against  the  importation  of  slave*.  He  had 
no  doubt  other  Representatives  of  the  Slate  had 
expressed  in  private  the  same  opioioD.  It  was 
probable,  under  that  expectation,  that  the  House 
nad  postponed,  the  further  consideration  of  the  re- 
solution the  session  before  the  last.  Be  that  as 
it  might,  he  hoped  the  House  would  not  charge 
him.  with  duplicity.  He  would  state  some  faptB 
DDI  known  to  every  one.  It  would  be  recoUected, 
after  the  postponement  hnd  taken  place  hwe,  in 
the  Legislature  of  South  Carolina  a  olil  had  past- 
ed the  House  of  Repreaentataiives  by  a  large  ma- 
jority, and  had  been  lost  in  the  Senate  but  by  a 
single  vote.  The  last  sessioo  ef  the  LegislaturtL 
ate  same  thing  bad  occurred.  He  would  ask,  if 
this  did  not  justify  the  expectation  he  had  ex- 
pressed? As  he  was  up,  Mr.  M.  said,  he  could 
not  avoid  making  a  reply  to  a  few  of  the  obser* 
vaiions  of  the  gentleman  from  Delaware,  rMr. 
Bboom.)  He  was  not  a  little  astonished  to  heai 
agentleman  on  this  floor,  express  such  sentimenta 
ofmalioe  and  disrespect  towards  South  Carolina 
and  her  citizens.  He  had  hoped,  from  a  gea- 
ileiBOA  who  lately  came  into  the  House,  more 
prudence.  But  be  his  standing  what  it  might,  he 
would  tell  him  his  expresaions  had  been  felt  by 
tbe  RepresenUtives  of  that  Suie.  He  had  made 
a  long  narangue  to  make  the'  House  believe  that 
a  tax  of  ten  dollars  would  do  everything;  bitt 
there  was  not  a  single  gentleman  \o  the  House, 
acquainted  with  business,  who  could  believe  that 
it  would  [ire  vent  the  importation  of  a  single  slave. 
Mr.  M.  said,  he  would  make  this  single  observation, 
and  let  the  gentleman  apply  it  as  he  pleased.  He 
would,  remind  him  of  the  anecdote  betwean  the 
bedlamite  and  tbe  bean,  who  had  a  sword  swag- 
gering at  his  side  ;  when  thelatter  Wasasked  what 
he  had  that  sword  for,  he  said  it  was  to  kill  his 
enemies — let  them  alone,  said  the  former,  they  will 
die  of  themselves.  If  the  gentleman  had  saved 
himself  the  trouble  of  making  the  disrespectful 
epithets  io  which  he  had  indulged,  he  might  have 
created  less  cause  for  irritatioo,  and  everything 
might,  perhaps,  have  been  put  on  the  best  looting 
for  passing  prohibitory  lan's. 

After  a  few  explanatory  remarks  from  Messrs. 
Sloan  and  Shilie, 

Mf.  Rbea  of  Tenoeseee  entered  largely  into 
the  field  of  argument  against  the  resolutioo. 

When  ihequestioD  being  put,  the  resolution  was 
agreed  to — yeas  79. 

The  Committee  having  rises,  and  the  Hoose 
being  resumed,  took  the  report  of  the  Committee 
into  consideration. 

Mr.  Clare,  having  made  a  few  remarks  against 
agreeing  to  the  resoluiitm,  asked  foi  the  taking 
of  the  yeas  and  nays. 
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Mr.  Alston  nirl,  if  (he  r^solulioti  wer«  lo  pisi, 
he  hoped  it  would  be  made  iutpllifpbke.  What 
couiitnted  BslaTS?  That  which  made  aslave 
in  one  Biaiedid  Doi  make  it  inanotb^r.  A  ear^ 
of  persons  brought  ioto  Soutb  CarotiiM  beoane, 
iiodef  her  laws,  slaves,  who  woeld  not  be  slaves 
Boder  the  laws  of  MasMcbuaetU.  Are  we  Ihea 
about  te  pass  a  law  for  rereaue,  that  taxes  the 
Tery  peraoas  ia  Sooth  Catoliiia  that  are  not  tax- 
able ia  Massaohaxetis  1 

Tbe  main  qnestioB  was  tbea  talen  b]r  7^"  *id 
~    ~    ~     irreeiag'to  the  reaolatioa — yeas  90,  nays 


naya  on  agrei 
25,  as  follow 


Vaas — Isaac  Anderson,  John  Archer,  David  Bard, 
Burwall  Baseett,  ^laa  BetCon,  Bamsba*  BidwaU, 
Thomas  Blmint.  Jniiiea  M.  Broom.Jtobert  Brawn,  John 
Bo^,  John  Cbindlcr,  Martin  CtaiHanden,  John  Clai- 
borne. Ctooige  Ctiatsn,  Jan.,  John  Cioplan,  Prederidi 
Conrad,  Orcbard  Cook,  Leonard  CaTington,  fiidksnl 
CuUa,  Samaet  W.  Dans,  Bus  Dart^,  iohn  Davenport, 
jun.,  Wiiliaoi  Dicksoo,  Caleb  EilU,  Ebeaeur  Elmer, 
WiUiam  Ely,  Williaaa  Findle;,  Jsme*  Fisk;  John  Fok- 
ler,  Charles  Goldiborough,  Edwin  Gray,  Andrew 
Ottte,  811(8  Hdaey,  John  Hamilton,  Selh  Haitjngdt 
WJIiam  Helms.  David  Holmea,  David  Hough.  John 
G.  Jackson,  Walter  Jones,  James  Kelly,  Thomu 
Kenan,  Nehemiah  Knight,  John  Lambert,  Michael 
Leib.  Joseph  Lewia,  jun.,  Henry  W.  Liviogston,  Mat- 
ttew  Lyon,  Nicholas  R.  Moore.  Jeremiab  Morrow, 
Jonathan  O.  Moselj,  Jeremiah  Nelson,  Eoger  Nelson. 
Tbomu  Newton,  jun.,  Gideon  Olln,  Timothy  Pitkin, 
Jan.,  John  Pug^  Joiish  Quincy,  John  Rea  of  Pennsyl- 
Tania,  John  Russell,  Peter  Sdllir,  Thomas  Sammons, 
BbaaaerBeiver,Jamss8toaB,J[JinBniilie,  John  Cotton 
Bnith.  John  Saulh.  Samael  i^mith,  Henry  Southard, 
Riahaid  Stanrord,  Joeeph  SlanKin,  William  Stedman, 
Lewis  B.  Surges,  Betyamia  TaUmadge,  Sam^l  Ten- 
it^,  Philip  R.  Tbtrinpson,  Vn  Tracy,  Abram  Trigg, 
Philip  Van  Coftlandl,  Joseph  B.  Varaum,  Daniel  U. 
Verplauck,  Pol^  Wsdswortii,  Matthew  Walton,  John 
Whitehill,  Hobeit  Whitehill,  Eliphalet  Wickes,  Mar- 
maJuke  Williams,  Nathan  Williama,  Alexander  Wil- 
son,  and  Joseph  Winston. 

Niie— Willis  Alston,  jun.,  George  M.  Bedinger, 
WiUiam  Butler,  John  Csmpbell,  Levi  Caaey,  Chrbtd- 

E'ler  Clark,  Jacob  Crown  in  shield,  John  Dawson,  Eliss 
arle,  Peter  Birly,  Jsmes  Elliot,  James  M.  Garnett, 
Bebert  Msrion,  Josish  Masters,  William  McOreety, 
David  Meriwether,  Thomas  Moore,  Thomas  M.  Ran- 
dolph, John  Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Thomas  Sindlbrd, 
O'Bneo  Smith,  Thomas  Spalding,  Thomas  W.  Thomp- 
sen,  David  R.  Williams,  and  Tbomu  Wynne. 

Ordeftd,  That  a  bill,  or  billa,  be  brought  in 
wtnuant  to  the  said  resolution;  and  thai  Mr. 
BLoan,  Mr.  Fr«K,  and  Mr.  D&ita,  do  prepare  and 
bring  in  tbe  same. 

Tadrsdav,  January  33. 

On  moittm  of  Mr.  8Ta«TOHD, 

AewJivd,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  lo 
inquire  into  the  expediency  of  alterinv  the  time 
for  holding  the  Circuit  Court  in  the  District  of 
North  Oarutina. 

Ordered.  That  Mr.  Stanpohd.  Mr.  Clabc, 
and  Mr.  WjLLiaMs,  of  Sooth  Carolina,  be  "Sp- 
poibled  a  oommiltae,  purstiant  to  ike  aaid  retula- 

ItOD. 


DETACllMBHT  OF  THE  MfLTnA. 

Tbe  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Comraitire  of 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  authorizing  a  detachment 
if  the  militia' of  the  United  Slates.  Several 
blanlts  in  the  bill  vere  filled  up.  one  authorizing 
the  President  of  the  United  Stales  to  accept  as 
,...rt  of  the  detachment  any  cjrp*  of  volonieen 
,wbo  shall  engage  to  continue  in  service  six  inoaths 
after  arriving  at  the  place  of  rendezvous,  and  an- 
other anpronriaiiog  two  milliouK  of  dollars  for  the 
pay  and  suosisieace  of  such  part  of  tbe  detach- 
ment as  niey  be  called  into  service.  When  the 
Committee  rose  and  reported  the  bill  triih  th«M 
amendments,  in  which  the  House  concurred. 

Mr.  Dani.  mo*ed  lo  amend  the  first  section  bf 
striking  otii  the  following  words,  in  italic,  relattre 
tj  the  proponions  of  tbe  detachment  lo  be  cftlled 
from  the  respective  States;  "  ro  be naporiiiined  by 
the  President  of  the  United  States,  bu  the  militia 
return*  of  the  kut  year,  in  ctuee  where  tucA  re- 
turae  were  made,  and  in  Caaea  where  tuck  rttumM 
were  not  made  the  laet  year,  by  such  other  data, 
at  he  ihail  judge  equitaJiU,"  and  by  substituting  in 
lieu  thereof  the  words,  "according  to  the  Tsat 

Mr.  V&HNUM  stated  sfyeral  reuoDs  against  tit* 

Mr.  Dana  withdrew  his  amendmeot,  and  moved 
arnoJificatioQ  ofit;  which  he  afso  withdrew  op  an 
ezplanatios  made  by  Mr.  Vabhuh.  When  tha 
bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrtused  fur  a  third  read- 
ing on  Monday. 

Mr.  Smfub  said  that  on  the  third  of  December 
the  following  retolution  bad  been  entered  into  by 
tbe  Hoii*e: 

"  itaaitied.  That  «o  miKh  sf  the  HeMaRB  of  tte 
President  of  tbe  Unitad  Stales  as  nlates  to  die  oondaat 
of  the  bolligeient  Powers  tewards  ^e  United  States^ 
and  the  uojustiSaUe  construotion  lately  given  by  ««ae 
of  them  to  tha  law  of  natioaa  as  it  regards  the  rigfala 
of  nentrals,  be  refurrod  to  the  -Committaa  of  Wajs  aad 

Mr.  SHiLtE  said  he  did  dM  know  howthitiDh- 
)eet  cante  tu  be  referred  to  the  Cumoaitte*  of 
Way*  and  Means,  He  believed  it  furaisbed  ika 
lirsL  instance  of  a  great  natioilal  principle  being 
referred  lo  any  standing  or  select  o<mmittee  irt 
ihe  H>>U3e.  It  hail  always  been  usual  to  refet 
such  principles  for  >ettleineat,  in  the  first  instance, 
to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  tbe  state  of  tfa* 
UnioD,  to  wliich  committee  several  memnriala  on 
the  same  subject  bad  been  referred.  There  was 
aiDiber  circumstance  wbich  it  was  necesKary  to 
Male,  which  was  the  deranged  situation  of  tiw 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Meaasi  three  mrmbera 
of  which  were  absent  from  the  Hqoae.  As  tbia 
was  confessedly  iht  most  important  subject  be- 
fore them,  he  trusted  the  motion  he  was  aboni  ta 
make  would  prevail; 

Mr.  SHiLts  then  laored  that  tbe  Com  mi  tMe  of 
Wi\yi  and  Mesne  be  discharged  froa  ihe  Banhec 
couH  I  deration  of  this  subject. 

Mr.  ftoiMCr  aaid,  if  the  ohjeet  waa  to  diactna 
the  propriety  of  the  reference  of  this  atihjirct  w 
the  Cummiltee  of  Ways  tind  Meano,  ke  duubted 
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-wbetlier  Uia  mouon  were  Ja  <v^n,  as  tli«  Mine 
poinE  b*d  been  before  debated  ai  targe  when  the 
MfeiMae  obiained.  He  thould  tuppuse  the  most 
proper  eoune  would  he  lo  call  on  ihe  ohairman 
fifibs  coniinjiiee  10  iDform  (be  House  in  wliai 
■iruatioa  the  bueioeM  arood.  Tbe  ohairoiati 
might,  perhaps,  be  id  bia  place  to-morrov.  It  ap- 
peared to  bim  (b«t  tbii  motioti  might  imply  a 
c«a>ure  upna  ihe  commiitee. 

Mr.  SMiLtt  said  he  meanl  do  diireipect  lo  the 

committee,  and  »iid  hn  would, at  tba  teqiiMi of  Ute 

membei,  withdraw  Lis  motion  qdiiI  to-morrow. 

DEFENCE  OP  PORTS  AND  HARBORS. 

On  iDotioa  of  Mr.  Dnweon,  the  House  resolred 
itaplfinto  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  Mate 
ofllie  UnioB,  on  tbe  report  of  a  select  coiDiniiiee 
on  that  part  of  the  Message  of  the  Presideot  that 
relates  lo  (he  defendiug  our  partsand  harbors,  &c. 

The  Gni  resuluiion  was  read  as  follows: 

Raeiotd,  That  a-ium  at  ■nwaty,  not  eioMding  am 
Iraodrad  and  &f^  thauiand  dotlan,  be  appropriated  to 
enalile  tba  Prew'ileiit  o{  tha  United  States,  to  c&nae  (xir 
port!  ind  haibora  to  b«  bettor  futified  .and  ^tectod 
*gaiiut  any  insult  or  injurj. 

Mr.  Dattbon. — At  (he  conmfDcenient  of  the 
peseot  aewion,  the  President  of  (he  United  Statu 
10  obedience  to  bis  duty,  made  known  to  its  Ihe 
aiaie  of  the  natioo  ;  be  then  iaformed  us,  that, 

"  Oui  ooasis  haie  been  iofMtad,  and  oar  baibort 
watchad,  by  priiste  aitned  leaaels,  loraa  of  tbem  with- 
oot  comtuisnoas,  Mtne  with  illagal  commiwians,  otben, 
witb  tbow  of  legal  rorin,  but  commitLing  piratical  aat* 
beyond  the  autboriiy  ortbeircomiDiHioiu.  The^bavf 
captured  in  tbe  very  entrance  of  our  batbors,  aa  nell 
ai  OD  tbe  higb  leaa.  not  only  tbe  vessels  of  our  frienda 
caming  to  trade  with  at,  but  our  own  alio.  Tbey  bsve 
carried  tbem  ofl)  under  pretence  of  legal  adjudication, 
but  not  daring  to  approaeb  a  court  of  juatiDe,  thej  have 
phmdeied  and  sunk  tbem  by  the  iraj,  or  in  obuare 
fkmetM,  where  no  evidence  could  arias  ^[ainat  them, 
maltreated  tbe  crews,  and  ahUiiloned  them  m  boat*  in 
ttMtipeu  sea,  ST  en  desert  ahgreSfWilhonl  fbed  oroovar- 
■if ,  TbM*  eDonnhiea  appsaring  to  be  uDreaobsJ  by 
aay  coatrol  of  tfaeii  Savaraigns,  I  found  it  nsaawary  to 
•qoJp  a  force,  to  enise  within  eur  own  seas,  to  aireat 
bU  waantsrflheae  deaajpt'^ns  fboad  boranDg  ononr 
eoaata,  withia  the  limita  of  the  Oiilf  Stream,  aad  la 
biiitg  tbe  oflendera  in  for  VaaX  aa  piiates. 

"  Tbe  aaoM  system  afboveringenoarooastaandhaz- 
boia,  nndar  ooln  of  saekinf  snsinies,  baa  been  also 
carried  on  by  public  armed  Aipa,  lo  the  great  annoy- 
ance and  oppreKloQ  of  out  commerce." 

"With  Spain  our  negoliatioDi  Imra  aettlemwt  of  dif- 
ferences baie  not  bad  a  satisfactory  inue.  Spoliations 
during  tbe  former  war.  for  which  she  had  farmally  sc- 
knowledged  benelf  respontible,  haTe  been  refused  (a 
be  cotnpensatod  but  on  condidona  aSecting  other  claime 
in  nowise  connected  witb  tbem.  Yet  tbe  aame  prac- 
tices an  renewed  in  the  present  war,  and  are  ^cnmij 
of  great  amonnl.  On  tbe  Mobile,  our  cwnmeroe  paaa- 
ing  through  that  river  contkiuee  to  be  obelructed  by 
arbitsaiy  dutlee  and  ventiens  aaaiches.  PmpontioDs 
for  adjoMing  anUaUj  the  bonndaries  of  LomaiaBa 
have  not  baen  aoeaded  t«." 

"  Inroads  hare  bean  ncantly  nude  uUn  the  Tenri- 
tariea  of  Orleans  and  the  Missiauppi.  Our  dttsens 
hava  baaa  aeiaad  aad  Ihak  pDayeit;  pliudciad  in  the 


very  parts  of  the  former  wbioh  bad  been  actually  da- 

livMed  up  by  Spain,  and  ibis  bjr  the  regular  offlcenand 
soldisrs  oflbat  Uoveinmsnt." 

"  In  reviewing  tbe«  injuries  from  some  of  the  brlK- 
gerent  Povcn,  tbe  moderation,  tbe  firmness,  and  the 
wisdom  of  tbe  Legislature  will  all  be  called  into  action." 

This  comrouQication  excited  the  honest  indig- 
nation of  all  who  heard  it;  and  a  sirailar  imprea- 
•ion  seems  to  have  been  made  ia  every  part  of  tha 
cootineot.  Already  have-  out  constitueAis  ex- 
pressed their  sentiments  J  daily  do  ow  feliuw-citi- 
zens  coQvev  lo  us  declaraiiooa  of  their  iodigaa' 
tion  ;  already  have  they  oireie4  their  lives,  tlieu 
forluueasjid  their  aacred  honor,  in  support  of  otir 
just  claitae,  and  of  out  violated  ri^hla;  nor  hav* 
occurrences  since  lessened  that  impression.  It 
now  becomes  our  duty,  aod  a  moat  Important  on« 
it  in,  to  adopt  tho^  measures,  and  to  provide  ihaM 
means,  best  calculated  10  tneet  the  state  of  thiogij 
to  secure  peace,  if  peace  is  attainable  on  terms 
consistent  with  our  interest  and  honor;  and,  if 
not,  to  unite  the  ciinfldeoce,  rouse  the  zeal,  ani 
direct  all  the  energies  of  our  country,  if  by  tba 
fully  of  some  Qovernments  and  iht  vices  of  others 
they  should  become  necexsary.  To  this  all  the 
wisdom,  all  the  firmness,  all  the  moderation  of 
Congress  will  be  called  into  action.  It  well  be- 
hooves us  to  be  Deither  rash  nor  diffident ;  bui,aa- 
suming  that  ground  which  reason,  justice,  and  ouc 
importance  as  a  nation,  entitle  us  to.  to  maintain 
it  with  unbating  zeal,  an  inrjttcible  drmneas ;  and 
renderfng  justice  to  all,  we  have  a  right  to  de> 


inditft 


all. 


impossible  Ibr  any  person  (o  look  btelt  on 
the  injuries  and  instiha  which  we  have  received, 
without  feeling  much  indignaiion  and  a  spirit  for 
revenge.     It  is  impossible  to  look  forward  whh- 


it  feel  in 


jchawe.    low 


^  ve  e»periei»ced  them.    I  have,  how- 

ever, consoled  myself  with  the  pleasing  hoiw,  that 
when  we  came  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
and  took  a  general  vie*  of  the  state  of  our  ooun- 
iryy  a  spirit  of  accommodation  would  bate  dia* 
covered  itself;  that,  fot^etting  all  party  or  local 
diHtioetmn,  we  should  have  united  our  efforts  la 
support  of  oar  violated  righie,  of  .our  plundered 
prdperly,  of  onr  degraded  citizens;  nor  did  I 
doabi,  nor  do  T  now,  that,  with  this  dispoaition, 
the  wisdom  of  Congress  was  adeqtnte  to  all  Ibeir 
purposes ;  to  support  the  peace,  interest,  aod  honor 
of  oar  country. 

-Mr.  Climtom. — It  most  strike  every  nenbar  of 
tke  Houae  that  theatid) cenietnplated  lo4>eBppro> 
printed  by  the  t^esoluiioo  to  the  proteeiion  oJTour 
ports  and  barbora^  ia  altogetfaw  iaadeqMteu  I  did 
■ot  eipeet  that  we  sfanald  be  called  ttpou  at  this 
time  to  take  this  subject  ituo  consideration,  and  I 
am  Botg'therefure,  prepared  to  go  ioto  tbe  neces- 
sary detaiia  noon  it;  hot  J  believe  tbe  proposed 
sum  will  go  but  a  smalt  way  to  fortify  even  tba 
port  of  New  York  alone.  I  oelieve  llie  fortifica- 
tion of  our  ports  and  harbors  is  an  object  of  the 
very  first  importance,  which  has  excited  the  sea- 
sibiiiiy  of  our  countrymen  from  one  end  of  lh« 
continent  to  the  oilier.  Tbe  attention  of  Coa- 
graas  baa  beea  particularly  called  to  the  defence 
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lesstod  unprotected  Btaie  of  the  portorNewYorit, 
on  which  two  ipentioriala  hire  be?n  presented, 
one  from  the  merchants  of  th,e  city  of  New  York, 
■od  tbe  other  from  ihe  Corporaiion.  I  do  not  wisb 
to  be  ander&iood  as  casting  any  reflection  on  the 
opiaion  of  Ihe  Secretary  of  War,  or  on  tbe  re- 
spectable committee  who  has  made. this  report. 
But  before  1  give  a  rote  on  tbe  subject,  I  wish  it 
coold  be  inquired  into  more  parlicolarly.  1  could 
irisb  that  we  bad  preriausly  a  atatement  of  the 
aituatioQ  of  the  harbors,  and  of  the  Bum  oeceasaTj 
to  protect  each  port.  Before  we  hare  this  state- 
ment, it  ia  Impoaaibte  for  as  to  decide  whether 
the  proposed  sum  of  $150,000  will  be  competent. 
T  would  rather  not  appropriate  a  ceat,  than  agree 
to  such  a  sam  as  would  be  a  barleaqu«  on  the 
■object 
Mr.  Thomas  said  the  sum  was  certainly  inade- 

8uate,nnd  the  granting  it  appeared  nearly  equira- 
>nt  to  doing  DaibLDg.  He  thought  tbe  course 
pursued  in  this  instance  an  unusual  way  of  mak- 
ing an  appropriation.  The  common  w^J  was  to 
leave  soma  blank,  until  after  principles  were  de- 
cided, and  a  bill  brought  in  to  carry  them  into 
efiect.  After  the  principle  is  settled,  thai  we  will 
fortify  oar  ports  and  harbors;  that  we  will  build 
B  number  of  gunboats,  or  seventy-fours,  or  bath,  a 
bill  might  be  brought  in,  and  it  would  be  then 
time  enough  to  Sit  up  the  blanks.  In  order  that 
this  course  miEhi  be  putsaed.  he  woald  mure  to 
strike  out'- $150,000." 

Mr.  N.  Williams. — It  may  seem  strange  that 
ao  small  a  sum  should  be  proposed  by  the  com- 
mittee; but  when  the  precise  object  of  the  report 
is  considered,  it  will  nut  appear  so  surprising.  It 
was  not  contemplated  in  the  committee  that  one 
hnadred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars  would  be  ade- 

8uate  to  the  erection  of  fortificailoni  for  the  de- 
>nee  of  our  numerous  harbors.  It  was  only  con- 
sidered as  adequate  to  the  repair  of  the  present 
fortifications,  and  the  fitting  np  of  some  additional 
nuns.  I  am  not  unaware  that  the  subjeot  is  one 
of  the  highest  importance.  The  fortification  of 
the  ports  and  harbors  ol  so  exteosiva  a  country  is 
deservedly  considered  of  the  first  consideration. 
When  we  come  to  take  up  the  subject  io  this 
Urge  point  of  view,  we  shall  not  fix  our  attention 
upon  so  pitiful  a  sum  as  thai  now  under  consid- 

If  that  be  the  intention  of  my  colleague.  I  shall 
heartily  concur  in  his  motion.  If,  on  tde  con- 
Irarr,  a  majority  of  the  Committee  think  it  best, 
in  tbe  first  instance,  to  attend  to  the  repair  of  ex- 
isting fortifications,  and  the  fitting  up  of  some  ad- 
ditional guDs  for  immediate  use,  and  hereafter  to 
go  into  a  consideration  of  more  extensive  meas- 
vrei  of  defence,  I  shall  acquiesoe.  At  any  ratp  I 
•m  willing  that  the  sense  of  the  Committee  shall 
be  taken  on  this  question,  and  for  that  purpose  I 
aecood  the  motion  of  my  colleague. 

Mr.  Ely. — I  cannot  coneeite  it  of  much  eoaie- 
quence  whether  the  sum  anpropriated  be  either 
^150,000,  or  one  million.  The  only  question  is, 
whether  we  will  make  any  appropriation.  Being 
one  of  ths  committee  who  made  the  report,  I  wiU 


which 


lake  the  liberty  of  slating  tbe  i 
governed  them. 

The  eommittee  bad  no  particular  predilection 
for  the  sum  staled  in  the  report;  for  they  knew  it 
was  in  tbe  diacretion  of  the  House  to  modify  it  as 
they  saw  fit.  Tbe  committee  had  a  conversation 
with  the  Secretary  of  War  on  the  subjeeL  He 
was  pleased  to  say  that  there  were  some  ports  as 
well  fortified  as  could  be  expected  in  the  present 
aituatioB  of  the  country ;  but  that,  in  other  places, 
the  fortifications  were  defective  and  inadequate. 
He  stated  thai,  at  New  Orleans,  the  fortifications 
were  yery  inadequate;  that  thev  had  gone  ont  of 
repair,  and  it  was  a  question  wnether  tt  were  not 
beat  to  chanee  their  siiea.  He  represented  that, 
HI  Savannah,  there 'were  no  works,  adding  that 
Georgia  had  made  no  cession  of  land  to  the  Uni- 
ted States  on  which  to  erect  them.  He  slated 
ihat,  Bi  OfaarlestoB,  the  works  had  suffered  con- 
siderably in  conaequeoce  of  tornadoes.  He  said 
there  were  some  works  at  NorfeUt;  and  likewise 
stated  the  situation  of  New  York.  Prom  hit 
statement  iiapneared  that  but  little  had  been  done 
tovrards  the  effectual  protection  of  Ihat  harbor; 
and  that  it  was  extremely  difficult  to  do  anything 
to  protect  it  against  any  considerable  force  that 
might  be  brought  against  it.  He  stated  that  there 
was  some  protection  at  Newport ;  and  Ihat,  io  tbe 
Chesapeake,  much  was  not  required ;  and  that,  at 
Boston,  Ihe  harbor  was  nearly  as  well  secured  as 
it  need  be.  In  addition  to  this  conTersaiion,  the 
Secretary  gave  an  estimate  of  the  sum  necessarr 
to  be  Bfipropriated  to  repair  the  wo/ks  whictt 
were  going  to  decay.  This  estimate  was  from 
the  mouth  of  the  Secretary. '  I  consider  this  sum 
aa  inadequate,  and  it  is  my  wish  that  we  should 
not  rest  on  the  opinion  of  the  Secretary  of  War, 
but  decide  for  ourselves.  I  believe  that  great  at- 
tention ou^bt  to  be  paid  to  our  ports  and  harbors. 
I  cannot  but  think  it  peculiarly  proper  to  protect 
a  place  where  one  third  of  our  whole  revenue  is 
collected,  and  which  I  believe  now  might  be  laid 
uadet«ontribution  by«  single  seventy-four  gun 
ship.  How  thia  is  to  be  done,  1  cannot  pretend 
to  say.  The  tfainff  alarms  me  in  the  present  state 
of  oar  affairs,  and  I  think  we  are  called  upoil  to 
be  prepared  for  immediate  defence.  On  this  point 
there  can  be  no  diversity  of  opinion.  I  hope, 
therefore,  Ihat  gentlemen,  who  have  taken  a  full 
view  of  the  subject,  will  come  forward  with  an 
efficient  plan. 

Mr.  Dawson. — The  object  is  to  strike  out  the 
sum  of  S150,000,  to  introduce  a  larger  amount.  I 
am  sorry  this  motion  has  been  made.  It  is  Jinown 
to  you,  Mr.  Chairman,  that  more  than  one  mil- 
lion of  dollars  has  already  been  applied  to  the.  de- 
fence of  New  York,  provided  that  State  agrees  to 
appropriate  the  money.  It  is  known  to  you,  also, 
thai  many  millions  have  been  appUed  to  the  de- 
fence of  our  harbors.  It  is  known  to  you,  by  the 
Message  of  the  President,  that  the  most  import- 
ant articles  of  defence  are  already  in  readiness; 
and  ihat  thia  appropriaiion  is  only  in  aid  of  an- 
other appropriation  of  (350,000  for  gun  boats, 
both  being  parts  of  the  same  system  for  the  pro- 
feetian  of  our  potts  and  hajben.    This  estimate 
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comes  from  the  S«i«iarf  of  War,  who,  I  beliere, 
ii  better  ioformed  and  more  diiiDierested  od  this 
aubject  ihao  aof  member  on  this  Aoor. 

Mr.  Eadlt.— I  tis«  to  inquire  whether  a  mo- 
tioo  for  the  Committee  to  rise  will  dot  oupetBede 
the  motion  nowupder  coDBideratiaol  UiOjlwill 
BMke  it,  and  will  biiefly  detail  mjr  rewoiu  tbeia- 
for. 

It  appear!  lo  me,  oa  a  view  of  the  Bobject  un- 
braced by  the  report,  that  we  are  qoc  posaessed  ol 
sufficient  dctaileo  iaformaiioa  od  which  to  found 
a  correct  decision.  The  report  embraces 
distinct  objects,  contemplated  as  so  many  parts  of 
one  Keaeral  system  of  defence.  One  respecting 
ibrlifioatioQt ;  one  respecting  ships  of  the  line,Bad 
one  respccliog  gunboats.  I  consider  these  as  con- 
stitming  difierent  parts  of  one  general  system. 
It  ia  true  there  is  but  one  reiolutton  dow  before 
the  Commitiee,  and  to  that  I  will  direct  my  aiteo- 
tioa.  On  that  point  the  Committee  are  posseued 
of  100  little  inlormatioa  to  form  a  correct  judg- 
ment, in  my  opinion.  They  hav&no  infurmaiioD 
of  what  harbors  in  the  United  Slates  are  suscepti- 
ble of  fortification ;  no  data  on  which  to  decide. 
It  ia  not  presumable  that  every  port  and  harbor 
on  our  ezteitsive  line  Is  susceptible  of  ibis  species 
of  defence.  I  uadarstaod  that  it  is  the  opinion  of 
•erne  very  eminent  military  characters  that  the 
port  of  New  York  is  not  KUtceptibte  of  defence  in 
this  way.  But  ibis  is  not  all.  Is  there  «ay  esti- 
mate of  the  expense  of  such  a  general  system  of 
defence,  or  of  a  single  port  or  harbor  1  There  it 
DoL  Gentlemen  say  teat  their  object  is,  and  thai 
it  is  now  ihe  most  correct  course,  to  decide  the 
principle  of  defeodiag  oni  ports  and  harbors,  and 
afterwards  lo  fill  up  toe  blankg.  But  permii  me 
U>  ask  those  who  cooiend  for  ibis  mode  of  proce- 
dure, whether  they  are  willing,  in  the  first  place, 
to  agree  to  the  foniScaiion  of  our  ports,  when 
ihey  hnve  not  only  no  data  to  determine  the'  ex- 
pense, but  are  likewise  without  any  data  on  which 
to  judae  of  the  efficacy  of  the  measorel  Afler 
they  snail  have  proceeded  in  this  course  for  a 
time,  and  shall  have  expended  millions,  the  plan 
mav  turn  out  to  be  iaeSectual,  and  every  dollar 
laid  out  be  buok.  The  situation  of  our  ports  and 
harbors  i*  represented  as  alarming,  as  exposiog, 
not  ooly  the  property  of  our  citizens,  but  iikewii 
the  revenue  of  the  nalioo,  to  [he  lawless  depredi 
tioDs  of  marauders  and  |»ivateers.  This  is  true, 
lamentably  true!  But  in  proportion  to  its  troth 
ought  we  to  proceed  guhrdedly ;  in  proportion  to 
its  (roth  ought  we  to  possess  data  to  convince  us 
that  the  course  we  take  will  prove  effectual.  For 
myself  1  take  occasion  to  vy.  from  the  little  in- 
fotoiatlon  I  possess,  which  I  allow  is  very  incon- 
siderable, 1  am  opposed  to  this  mode  of  defence 
altogether.  I  believe  that  it  will  be  ineffectuali 
that  iiwiU  afibrd  no  solid  protection;  and  that 
after  having  proceeded,  even  to  bankruptcy,  we 
ahall  he  as  poorly  defended  as  we  were  before. 
For  these  reaions,  and  because  I  want  data  on 
which  to  ■cii'sad  the  information  of  men  more 
capable  of  judging  on  such  subjects  than  I  am,  I 
more  yon  that  the  Committee  riae. 
Hi.  Daws«k.— Wbea  I  called  up  the  leport,  I 


should  have  made  an  apology  to  the  House  for 
the  delay  which  hat  taken  p^ce  in  this  business, 
but  for  ihe  siiuailou  in  which  we  have  lately 
,  been.  I  trust,  now  the  subjeci  ia  brought  before 
us,  we  shall  take  tome  effectual  measures  fur  res- 
cuing our  country  from  its  degraded  situation. 
I  know  there  are  some  gentlemen  in  this  House, 
because  they  hare  told  us  so  before,  who  are  for 
doing  nolbiog.  I  trust,  however,  their  number  ia 
very  small,  and  that  a  great  majority  will  be 
found  ready  to  do  what  (he  exigency  of  afiairs 
requires.  As  for  the  information  requested  by 
the  gentleman  from  Qeorgia,  I  am  at  a  loss  to 
know  for  what  reason  he  calls  for  it.  My  opinion 
is  that  a  certain  sum  should  be  appropriated  to 
this  object,  to  be  expended  at  the  discretion  of  the 
Executive.  But  the  gentleman,  before  he  agrees 
.to  lake  this  step,  requires  information  of  those 
ports  which  are  defensible.  I  know  of  no  way  ia 
which  be  can  get  inrormaiion,  except  by  convert- 
iag  a  committee  of  this  Hou^e  into  a  corps  of  en- 
gineers, to  go  from  ooe  end  of  Ihe  country  to  the 
other.  Ii*  a  majority  of  this  House  ate  for  pro- 
ceeding at  once,  according  to  the  recommendatioB 
of  the  Presidentj  to  the  effectual  defence  of  our 
ports  and  harbors,  they  will  not  agree  to  any  mo- 
tion whose  tendency  is  to  put  the  measure. aside. 
Mr.  J&CKBOH. — I  nope  the  Committee  will  not 
rise  until  ihey  hare  fuiiher  investigated  the  reso- 
lution under  consideration,  and  I  tnink  the  rea- 
sons assigned  hy  the  gentleman  from  Oeorgia 
will,  on  consideration,  be  deemed  by  himself  an 
argument  against  the  motion.  It  is  said  that  we 
do  not  now  possess  sufficient  detailed  information: 
but  it  is  not  necessary  now  to  have  that  detBiled 
information  which  it  maybe  necessary  to  have 
wben  this  business  assumes  Ihe  shape  of  a  bill  > 
We  are  now  engaged  in  fixing  Ihe  principle ;  the 
details  of  which  will  follow  afterwards.  The 
interests  of  the  nation  call  aloud  to  us  to  attend  to 
this  subject.  The  cries  of  our  impressed  seamen 
join  in  the  general  murmur;  our  commerce,  sub- 
ject to  lawless  condemnation  under  admiralty  de- 
cisions, calls  aloud  for  our  attention.  It  is  high 
lime  that  the  representatives  of  the  nation  should 
deliberate  on  the  subject.  Let  us  then  si  t  from  day 
to  day,  until  we  shall  unite  in  effectual  measures 
of  redress.  Let  us  no  longer  be  indifferent  or 
inattentive  lo  a  subject  of  more  imporlaace  than 
any  other  that  can  come  beforeus.  Let  us  evince 
that  unanimity  which  ahail  insure  success  to 
whatever  we  propose.  Shall  we,  at  such  a  crisis, 
be  creeping  on  behind  the  public  sentiment,  and 
tookittg  wilh  indifference  on  scenes  which  can 
no  longer  be  submitted  to,  unless  we  reaign  tha 
independence  we  have  acquired?  It  is  not  ne- 
cessary, at  present,  to  go  into  details.  It  is  only 
necessary  to  say  whether  we  will  protect  our  hai- 
bars,  erect  gunboats,  and  bnild  vessels  to  protect 
onr  commerce  on  the  seas,  and  not  only  to  repel 
ajKfessions,  hut  to  chastise  those  who  offer  them. 
I  nope  there  will  be  found  to  be  but  oije  seati* 
1  in  the  House,  as  there  Is  in  the  nation,  and 
we  will  expend  the  last  cent  before  we  stib- 
...  JO  the  degradations  offered  to  ua.  I  entreat 
the  Committee  not  to  rise  until  they  hare  fully 
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iubj«ct,  and  have  {otmvd  aa 


Mr.  DjlHA. — Seven  weebf  have  elapted  Einee 
the  pfesideiiiiddres'etl  CoDgreaa.reprvsealiiKt  itie 
agfrmions  oiRde  upon  llie  ri^ts  of  our  cilhsena. 
During  iheite  sereri  weeks.  Cungress  have  nut 
inrnrmed  ihe  naltDfi  of  anf  inJDg  Ihey  have  done ; 
nor  hare  ibey  aanounced  ihal  aov  oae  thJHg  will 
be  dooe  for  ihe  effectual  maintenaace  ofiMtio- 
laied  rights  of  iheirciiizeus.  Now,  id  coDsidering 
iliis  rrsoluiioo,  ive  are  celled  on  lo  decide  oa  the 
first  point  memioned  ia  the  Message ;  ooia  mere 
efieci  to  be  produced  by  paper;  auihoriziog  a  de- 
tachrocnt  of  one  hundri^d  ihousaod  militia;  but 
00  a  real  and  suhstantial  defence  agsiast  foreign 
Poirers.  Un  viewing  the  Message  of  the  Preai- 
deDl,U  will  be  seen  thai  we  baieembar  " 


we  are  beset  with  difficulties  on  eTerj' 
port!!  are  JDHuIied,  our  territory  invaded,  and  our 
seamen  impressed.  With  regard  to  (he  wholeof 
these,  the  Mesaage  aSurds  us  no  reason  lo  expect  a 
speedy  adjuHimenc;  and  since  ibe  delivery  o<  the 
Message,  we  have  received  nothing  whictt  justi- 
fies a  reasonable  etpectaiioo  of  it. 

"  In  racaiving,"  sajra  the  Preaidenl,  "  tfaeie  injariea 
JWim  some  of  tba  belligBrent  Ponern,  (he  moderslion, 
the  fimmcw,  and  wisdom  ofthe  Legislature  will  all  be 
called  lata  action.  We  oaght  still  to  hope  that  lime 
aad  ■  more  oorract  aMjniate  of  in(em(  as  wall  •■  of 
ehancler  will  produce  tbe  justice  we  are  bound  to  ei- 
pact.  Bat  ahoifid  ah;  aatioa  deoelTe  itself  bj  falee 
oatculstioBS,  and  disappoinl  that  eipactalitH],  we  most 
joiQ  in  the  unprofitablB  oootaat,  of  trjihg  which  pari; 
can  do  the  otber  the  mat  harm.  Soote  of  thaw  inja- 
liaa  maj  rerhapa  adait  a  peacaable  lasaedy.  Whet* 
tfaaliseMipeiantiliaalwaye  thenuwtdseiiable.  Bvt 
soma  of  thMi  are  ot  a  aataia  (o  ba  aiet  b;  fbroa  ooly, 
ana  all  of  then  maj  lead  to  iL  I  canaot,  tharefoie,  but 
leoMimand  saeh  prapamtoDs  as  ciicuaietatue*  call 
for.  The  first  object  ia  to  jdace  oar  leapcrt  tonus 
out  of  tbe  doager  of  insiJL  Heaeuiea  have  been  al' 
ready  taken  for  furnishiog  them  with  heavy  caiiaon> 
^  for  tha  aervice  of  such  land  batteries  as  ma;  make  a 
part  uf  their  defence  against  ■rmed  veaeelsapproacbiog 
them.  In  aid  of  theae  it  ia  desirable  we  ehould  have  a 
oompfltADt  Dumbei  of  gunboats,  and  the  number  to  ba 
oonipetent  must  be  considerable." 

1  his  ia  the  flmi  recooimendstioD  made  in  the 
Heitsage,aDdon  iMis  point,  however  on  minor  lopies 
our  citizehs  may  be  divided — on  this  point  the 
President  comes  forward  and  assumes  a  tone  and 
firroneaa  which  might  well  be  eipecled  to  unite 
all  varying  opinions.  Whatever  divisions  may 
eiiet  arauQg  us  on  minor  sbbjects,  we  may  well 
ezt*^ct  a  general  coDcurrence  in  measurea.  calcU' 
lated  to  de&nd  our  rights.  Farther:  it  should 
be  recollected,  that  Eiecuiive  power  under  our 
Governinettt  isoralimited  nature.  Wcallknow 
tbal,  (o  be  efficieat,  il  must  be  sustained  by  Ihe 
Legislature.  If,  then,  when  the  President  comes 
forward,  appealing  (o  the  Legislature,  with  all  the 
iDfluence  of  bis  name  and  weight  of  argumeot, 
wbat  will  the  world  think,  if  you,  the  Repreeent- 
aiives  of  the  people,  should  shrink  from  taking 
Ihe  measures  necessary  for  the  defence  of  tbeir 
lighu?    I  liope  we  shall  not  exhibit  BOeh  m  ei- 


Hinple  ot  hoatility  to  the  Presidant  t^  tha  United 
Stniet,  in  a  matter  so  infinitely  iaaportaol  to  dqi 
national  cbaraeler  and  the  maunemoeeofpeaaa. 
If  you  do  nothibg  qn  ibia  point,  it  is  erideat  yon 
rwill  do  nothing  e&ctual  on  any  other  rtcuia* 
mended  by  tbe  eriaia  of  affairs;  and  you  will  pro- 
elsin  to  the  world  that,  notwiihstaadiBg  th« 
millions  of  which  you  are  pluoderrdj  and  ■ofr' 
withiHnnding  the  load  and  just  aMnplaiaiaof  the 
viuletions  cpmmilied  od  vuur  rights,  yoa  are  d*- 
termioed  to  do  aotbing.  If  ao,  I  hope  geotlenieB 
will,  at  least,  agree  to  vote  that  wa  art  lo  loogea 
an  independeot  nation. 

Mr.  NBueoN.— It  is  true,  eir^  that  we  bar*  been 
seven  weeks  in  seaeion,  and  tbal  wa  have  not  do- 
sided  on  any  great  national  question.  But  if  ire 
bad  been  in  aesaion  seTeniy-aeveD  weeks,  and 
wer«  unprepared,  I  ebould  voia  against  eaming 
to  a  decision  on  any  question,  however  imporiaot. 
Is  its  reason,  beuauee  we  have  beep  seven  weeks  itt 
seasion,  wiiboui  aetlne  upon  ibis  subject,.  tb«(  we 
should  now  decide  biinafoldly  oa  a  question  of 
more  importance  than  any  which,  for  a  cooaido- 
bk  time  past,  has  presented  Iteelf  for  ouv  cuasid- 
erarion  ?  Shall  we  do  it  merely  to  gratify  a  few 
Keailemen,  who  are  for  hurt-ying  us  into  the  adop- 
tion of  precipKaie  measurea?  '  It  ia  a  piece  of  re- 
spect due  from-one  geaiFenMa  lo  aooiher,  who  ia 
not  prepared  to  vote  underatandia^ly  on  any  sub- 
ject, to  indulge  hiin  with  a  moderais  allowance 
of  lime.  One  geDitemea  baa  staled,  that  the  8«»- 
retary  of  War  made  eertaia  commuoieatioos  le 
theCommiiiet.  If  he  povsesaaa  any  useful  know- 
ledge on  ihe  subject,  1  should  wish  it  eooimunl- 
oBied  directly  »  ibe  House,  and  printed;  thai 
every  gentleman  may  aland  oa  enual  ground.  I 
will  ask  how  mnny  pottt  and  harbors  ii  ia  neeea- 
aary  to  protect }  Where  Ihey.lie?  How  maof 
men  it  will  lake  to  fariify  ihem,  aad  ibe  number 
of  guns  necessary  for  them?  Hav«  we  aay  ia- 
fbrmniion  on  ibese  poiotsT  Is  any  genilemna 
on  this  fioer  leady  lo  aay  be  twaaeeses  it  1  Per- 
haps the  Secretary  of  War  itaeqaaiated  with  all 
*bese  details.  It  is  his-duty  U>  possess  them,  and 
iQ  doubl  be  does  p-^sseas  them.  But  I  should  ba 
clad  to  bava  them  laid  before  the  Legialaturc 
It  is  not  neoeaaary  for  taa  at  this  time  to  give  an 
opinion  on  ihe  proposed  mfaaure.  It  will  depend 
the  information  I  thall  reecive  whether  I  shall 
)ro«e  of  ihe  eipenditare  of  a  dallar.  My  roM 
II  depend  on  tbie.  Are  the  people  prepared  la 
expend  millions,  to  guard  aKaioaC  thai  which  may 
be  but  ao  imaginary  evil  1  Is  oM  Treaanry  in 
lueh  a  situaiieo,  as  to  authorize  our  appropriat- 
ing milliona  for  the  proicciion  of  harben,  whoca 
lituaiibD  we  know  not?  I  wish  to  see  the  ea()> 
mates.-  If  the  ibiog  can  beeffecied  by  Iheetpen- 
diiareof  a  moderate  sum,  I  may  agree  toil;  botif 
iba  sum  required  shall  be  so  enormous  as  not  only 
Id  eat  up  our  eiisting  revenue,  but  to  require  naw 
burdens,  1  will  not  voiu  for  a  dollar.  We  know 
thai  the  House  hae  already  appropriated  a  con- 
siderable sum  ;  mere  than  it  will  probably  have 
at  its  disposal;  and  that  they  have  refused  tocon- 
-  Que  a  certain  tax.  1  will  ask^^ 
Ui.  Ha«oii  <8peak«t)  waa  tmj  to  itttwrapt 
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tin  gentUaasD,  hav  he  would  tobmit  wbeiber, 
the  renurEs  h«  bad  just  made,  he  was  is  ordeF. 

Mr.  NEI.BOV. — I  appiebeod  tbat  ia  the  tmarka 
TvJuch.  I  Wve  jast  made,  1  have  uol  yet  beea  out 
of  ardec.  If  the  ConiDiillee,  or  the  Chaicmaji 
Mr  ao,  I  will  stand  ootrectetj- 

Th^  CHAiRtuN.^The  gentlenaan  will  proceed. 

Mr.  NB1.SOH. — 1  sav  that  it  u  i&cambeut  on  lu, 
if  we  coniidai  oiuselves  as  the  true  Repceteaiar 
tirea  of  the  people,  befoie  we  lay  an  f  |U)rtn(ms  (ax 
OD  them,  to  be  sur^  that  it  will  be  of  Home  use. 
SappoM  we  appropriate  now  &ve  nillioDf  to  the 
ptotcttlion  of  our  berbon,  &«.,  aad  >haU  be  tifld, 
after  these  are  expended,  that  ten  nillioiu  more  are 
Baee«ary  t^  aomplete  their  proteolioD.  / 
people  pf  tpe  United  Sifttec  in  a  ailuatioa  .  , 
SAeen  million'  foi  this  purpose?  With  the  geo- 
tlsinaa  from  Georgia,  I  atn  for  baring  oorrect  io' 
fonaation  before  I  lake  a  step  in  this  btuinew.  If 
a  Bum  not  burd^qaome  to  the  people  will  do,  I 
may  vote  for  ii ;  but  if  ibe  sum  necessary  Ehall  be 
ao  eoormous  as  to  subieot  them  to  a  heavy  burden, 
I  will  not  ?ote  a  dollar.  The  geDliesaBD  fron 
CoBaeelicut  has  brought  forward  a  powerful  ar- 
nuaent,  by  aikiog  us  if  we  will  not  do  that  wbicli 
Ue  Preeideat  leeommeada  to  ua  7  How  long  the 
honorable  geutJemaD  has  f^lt  tbis  respeet  for  the 
Presideot,  I  know  not ;  but  for  myself  1  answer, 
I  Would  B0I  rote  for  what  I  ihooght  wroog,  iboogh 
leeommended  by  the  President.  If  ihe  PrGsidetit 
aboatd  recoTDmead  what  I  think  a  burden  od 
the  peo^e)  lahould  hold  up  both  my  bauds agaiaet 
it,  and  his  recommendaliou  would  be  no  induce- 
naU  With  me  tp  favor  it.  Sg  fat  m  I  think  his 
lecommendation  aecotda  wiib  the (ood  of  the  com- 
BDoity,  i  am  fix  snpportJDg  it.  When  I  think  it 
injpriou^I  moat  v^taaniast  it.  I  hope  the  Comr 
mUiee  wiil  liw ;  and  f  appfal  to  the  candor  of 
geatlnoeo,  whether  it  ia  not  right  aa>d  friendly  to 
alliTW  w>me  little  time  tB  theae  wha  dcoltve  iham^ 
•flvH  nninformiBd  op  the  aubjaet 

Ui-  Smiuh/— I  an  well  nlcaaad  the  subject  ha* 
hws  ihas  brought  befiKe  the  Committee,  as^t  af- 
foad*  the  Giat  opporiuniiy  we  ha* 4  bad  of  uow 
isf  the  apiai<HH  of  eaek  9thw  on  it.  I  aio  of 
opution  that  oar  time  will  not  be  iU-^peai,  in  pror 
ceedisg  further  in  this  discOMioa,  althot^b  I  shall 
■Itiaoatel;  be  in  farur  of  the  Com  mi  I  tee's  riaiag:. 
QcDllemen  were  not  coirtet  when  they  told  in, 
that  althongb  we  bad  mI  lerea  weeks,  we  bad 
dope  noihiog  with  regard  tp  the  differeoDBs  of  the 
United  StaUswith  foreign  oationa.  X  believe  we 
have  done  someibia;,  BDd  1  trust  that  it  wili  prove 
aNeatial.  Tfasre  is  one  strong  reason  on  ray  mind 
why  we  jshonld  not  decide  now  on  the  subject  be- 
fore oa.  Tbia  relates  ta  the  ground  on  which  we 
nay  deside  this  question.  Imean  a  subject  not 
yet  brought  forward,  [the  conduct  of  Britain,]  in 
KlatioB  In  which  it  w»s  my  wish  to  bava  made  a 
mouon  before  we  entered  on  the  business  now 
nader  eonnderaiion.  From  the  issue  of  tliat  basi- 
neu^  we  nuy  be  able  to  decide  what  will  be  ne- 
ecMaryta  this.  If  it  shall  bethought  necessary 
to  go  to  war,  one  system  of  measures  will  be  ne- 
ccMary.  If  it  tftM  be  determined  to  pursue  a  dif- 
faiBt  cporaa,  %  dlOnent  aystem  will  he  required. 
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Oui  minds  must  remain  in  a  doubl^  state  until 
tbis  decision  is  made.  The  subject  now  beibre 
us  regards  priucipaity  one  nuioa.  What  do  me 
complain  ofl  A  violation  of  our  neutral  rigbta. 
And  yet  that  subject  is  not  at  preaeat  before  uf. 
If  on  that  iubject  we  are  determined  to  pursiu 
peaceable  measures,  our  eourse  will  be  very  dit- 
ferenC  from  that  which  would  liillow  from  our  aa- 
■nmiqg  a  warlike  attitude.  In  my  opinion  it  ia 
best  that  the  Coinmittee  should  ri$e.  and  this  bnst- 
ne»B  be  suspended  ttU  we  sh^ll  decide  no  ih« 
ground  we  mean  to  take  with  that  naiiap.  I  wi^ 
go  farther  and  say,  that  it  is  not  my  opinion  tbnt 
we  are  in  that  unhappy  state  that  will  oolige  ua  to 
go  to  war  with  her,  and  if  this  pb»II  appear  to  tw 
the  opinion  of  a  majority  of  the  House,  it  auuf  save 
us  frpm  a  ^at  e^cpcndituif  on  the  objact  «ow 
under  coosideratioq. 

Mr.  Mapon. — I  Office  with  the  gentleman  f^on 
Qeorgiain  thepiopnety  of  the  Comisiitee's  rising. 
We  are  called  upon  for  Siao.OOO,  and  for  other 
sums.  In  requiring  liiae  for  informBiion,  the  gen- 
tleman demands  nothing  which  I  think  unfair,  or 
that  can  prove  injurious.  Were  1  satisfied  myself 
with  the  rqport,  on  so  important  a  question,  I  would 
not  refuse  time  to  others  to  satisfy  themselve*. 
Do  gentlemen  mean  to  make  others  give  votes  be- 
fore they  are  prepared  1  Is  it  woper  thus  to  spend 
the  mpBeyofthe  nation?  With  regard  to  the 
expense  of  a  74-gun  ship,  we  are  furnished  on  that 
■uoject  with  an  estiioaM.  So,  with  regard  to  the 
expense  of  foriifyiiigour  p«[U  and  harbors,  may 
tiQt  the  SecretaryofWar  give  a  similar  estimate? 
It  woald  nu,  it  is  true,  be  binding  upo«  ns,  but  it 
would  be  tbe  informntioa  of  a  man  whose  duty 
it  is  to  be  well  informed  on  the  subject,  and  who 
I  believe  to  be  well  informed.  Let  hiok  give  oa 
this  information,  and  we  shall  then  be  well  enpuok 
'      ns  Me  we 

ioiiniep ;  befofe  we  undf rtfOtfl  H  h  . 
we  can  perform  it.  In  this  way  we  shall  taka  th« 
ji^ost  direct  course,  and  tbe  business  wiU  he  *ooaw 
done  than  by  voting  on  it  at  present.  The  Civir 
inittes  have  given  us  an  estimate  of  the  expense 
of  building  a  serenty-Jbur.  On  thia  subject  thaie 
is  a  difTerence  of  oninioo,  so  also  is  there  with  re- 
gard to  derending  tne  port  of  New  York.  On  tbia 
poim  tbe  head  of  the  War  Department  may  be 
able  to  decide.  He  probably  may  have  had  an 
examination  made  into  the  possibility  of  defend- 
ing it.  He  may  ppssibly  be  of  opinion,  thai  it 
may  be  defended  by  fortifications  supported  by  a 
naval  armament  Before,  however,  we  take  any 
steps,  I  hope  we  shall  get  all  the  information  ws 
I  have  seen  such  a  crisis  as  this  before;  and 
statute  books  be  consulted,  it  will  be  found 
that  at  least  seven  weeks  were  then  sufiered  to 
elapse  before  auytbing  material  was  done.  I  am 
not  of  opinion  that  it  is  sound  policy  to  pass  laws 
as  fast  as  we  can.  On  the  conirary,  I  believe  the 
less  legislation  tbe  better.  As  to  tbe  recommen- 
dation of  the  President,  I  agree  with  the  gentle- 
man from  Maryland,  lam  not  sent  here  to  obey 
his  mandates,  or  to  carry  into  effect  what  he  re- 
Gommeads ;  but  to  obey  the  judgment  which  God 
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CBTe  ttif.  and  ihBiIshilldowhcM-rer  isPreaidrot. 
Is  ihe  S1M|000  coDiem[tlaied  only  as  an  eoierjag 
W«dgt>  iu(0  ihis  busiiiem?  The  nme  ibing  was 
atlempleJ  once  before;  but,  ihen,  lo  use  an  a|ipro- 

ErJate  eiprFKJoa,  tbe  ihiog  wuuld  not  maul.  I 
ope  (be  Conimillee  will  rise,  and  ihe  xubjrci  be 
recummiiieii.  )  hope  ifae  sHecl  conimitire  whu 
brought  in  thia  resolution  will  agree  to  ihis  course. 
Tbey  bare  had  a  Tult  communication  with  the 
Secretary  of  War  on  il.  ir  ihey  are  miisGed. 
charity  and  good  Deighborhood  should  induce 
them  lo  allow  tbe  same  privitrge  ta  others;  par- 
ticularly as  it  is  agreed  thai  this  subject  is  ofmure 
importance,  and  may  interest  ihe  peofileia  a  higher 
degree,  than  any  other  which  can  come  before 
tbe  House  this  session. 

Mr.  Dawsoh.— Ad  appeal  is  made  to  our  can- 
dor, which  I  am  sorry  I  am  unable  to  comply  with, 
and  which,  it  seems  lo  me,  the  geDiiemaD  who  has 
just  spoken,  has  bui  little  reason  to  make.  Every 
gentlemBD  of  the  House  will  recollect  that  on 
Ihe  first  topic  of  the  Message,  the  honorablH  gen- 
tlfmau  declared  that  he  was  not  for  doing  any 
thing,  and  yet'  he  now  calls  fur  information.  I 
do  presume  thai  this  inrormaiioo  cnn  have  no  In- 
fluence on  bis  mind.  To  what,  then,  ere  we  to 
ascribe  his  desire  for  i  I,  but  from  his  wish  that 
DOibing  may  be  done? 

Tbe  geuilemao  frotn  Maryland  (Mr.  Nelson) 
aays  that  if  tbe  sum  rcqtiireJ  for  ihe  defence  of 
our  ports  and  harbors  will  be  enormous,  he  shall 
be  against  it,  but  if  otherwise,  be  msy  be  In  fa- 
vor of  il.  Thai  gentleman  will  see  in  the  re- 
loluiioD  ih&t  ihe  sum  ci'ntemplated  to  be  ex- 
pended js  only  Sl&0;000,  and  ibal  therefore  it  cud 
onerato  no  additional  burden  on  the  people. 
These  words,  indeed,  sound  very  well;  gentle- 
men may  talk  of  burdens  imposed  on  (he  people, 
but  (hey  know  ibat  this  measure  cannot  produce 
any  new  burdens. 

Mr.  Macoh. — When  I  was  tip  before,  I  expt 
citly  said  that  I  should  confine  myself  lo  ihe 
quesiioD  under  debate.  I  have,  no  objection  to 
say  that  I  am  against  the  resulutiud;  not  mean- 
ina,  howerei',  to  say  that  facts,  which  may  be  ai 
present  unknown  to  me,  may  nnt  induce  me  here- 
after to  alter  my  Opinion;  but  I  confined  myself 
to  the  resolution  under  considerBiiuD. 

The  Chairman  remarked  that  gentlemen  muM 
confine  ihemMelves  lo  ibe question  before  them. 

Mr.  N.  Williams.— Having  bei-n  on  the  com- 
mittee who  brought  in  (be  report,  and  obtaiord 
aatinfactory  information  myself',  1  should  be  very 
lorry  lo  deny  the  same  infurmalion  to  others. 
Indeed,  the  lum  of  the  discussion  seems  lo  require 
more  information.  As  [  before  Kaid.  the  commit- 
tee did  not  go  into  an  exlensive  view  of  (he  sub- 
ject. They  ihnught  i(  only  necessary  at  present 
to  provide  for  the  repair  of  decayed  fortificalions. 
aiiil  the  fining  up  some  additional  guns.  The 
aum  reported  was  not  with  a  view  to  erect  new 
forliScatiooi.  This  every  one  will  perceive! 
onailainable  by  GO  smnll  an  appropriation,  v 
he  C'ln^iders  ihe  numerous  pons  and  harbors  in 
the  United  Siaies. 

Mr.  Q.  W.  Cahpbkll.— I  wotild  Dot  trouble 


the  committee  wiih  a  single  word,  were  it  not  fM 
the  impression  ailempied  10  be  produced,  that 
those  who  call  for  information  wi>h  (o  do  nothing. 
1  hope  that  the  members  of  this  commliiee  who 
differ  from  other  members  as  to  proper  (neisuMa 
to  be  pursued,  will  nut  therefore  be  considered 
less  friendly  to  mainiaini.  g  our  rights,  or  as  len 
ready  to  protect  them.  I  hope  that  merely  be- 
cause seven  weeks  have  elap.-<ed,  without  adoptinr 
iny  effectual  measures,  we  shall  not  be  considered 
IS  hijsiile  10  their  adoption.  1  believe,  with  some 
gentlemen  whu  have  already  expretsed  iheir  *ea- 
timents,  that  we  hare  not  sufficient  ioformatioa 
to  act  upon.  The  only  question  is,  whether  we 
shall  appropriate  a  sum  of  money  for  the  prutee- 
tion  of  our  porta  and  harliora.  li  Is  noi  wbelhei 
we  shall  [irotect  them,  as  that  is  already  provided 
lor  bv  law.  By  an  act  paxsed  in  the  year  I7M, 
■he  President  is  authorized  10  pruiecl  certain 
specified  harbors.  Before  I  make  an  appropria- 
lion,  I  wish  to  know  whet  has  been  done  under 
this  law;  and  to  know  the  opinions  of  well  in- 
formt-d  persons  as  lo  its  effect.  If,  on  correct  io- 
formaiiun,  it  appears  that  ihey  can  be  pruieeied 
by  Ihe  appropriation  of  a  reasonHbleiKum,  1  bare 
no  objection  to  grant  it;  but  I  am  not  prepared 
to  say  9150,000  will  answer  any  reasonable  pur- 
Mr.  Coor- — Although  I  am  in  favor  of  the  re- 
solution, yet  I  am  also  in  lavor  of  the  Commiiiee 
rising,  as  I  believe  (he  tuforiiiaiion  we  shall  re- 
ceive will  unite  every  member  of  the  House  in 
favor  of  it. 

Mr.  Shilib  said  he  just  rose  to  explain  aorne 
remarks  wlneh  bad  lallen  from  bin),  that  had 
been  misuudersiood.  When  he  alluded  lo  a  par^ 
ticular  busiitess,  be  had  reference  lo  nothing  uf  n 
secret  nature.  Some  time  since  a  subieci  (reli- 
tivc  to  (he  intasiun  of  oeniral  rights  by  Bniisb 
cruisers)  was  referred  lo  the  Comtuiitee  of  Ways 
end  Means,  which  ought,  in  bis  opinion,  never  to 
have  been  referred  lo  thai  oommiitt^.  It  invol- 
ved a  great  national  question,  which  was  nropertf 
the  province  of  a  Committee  uf  ibe  Wlioleun  the 
state  of  the  Union.  From  the  deranged  elate  of 
the  Committee  uf  Ways  and  Means,  three  -mem- 
bers being  absent,  nething  could  be  dune  in  ibe 
btisiness.  His  wish  was  lo  discharge  them  from 
the  I'uriher  consideration  of  it, 

Mr.  Dana. — If  I  understand  ibe  subject  in  the 
same  light  with  some  gentlemen  whu  hare  ex- 
pressed thtir  sentimentii,  I  should  agree  to  Ihe 
rising  of  the  Committee.  They  cunsider  ii  aa  a 
que^tlon  of  the  sum  which  we  shall  now  appro- 
priate for  the  defence  of  our  puru  and  baiborv.  I 
consider  il  as  the  simple  question,  whether  we  are 
disposed  to  appropriate  anyihing  towards  ibat 
purpose.  With  rt-gard  lo  lite  proper  sum  to  fce 
approoHated,  I  allow  that  we  wani  inlormaiion. 
I  admit  that  we  want  information,  not  only  on  ihia 
subject,  but  likewise  on  sinne  others  of  no  email 
impunaoce.  Bui  1  consider  this  Cornmitiee  aa 
hiving  now  the  general  principle  before  them, 
and  I  did  suppose,  that  on  the  general  principle 
we  should  alt  agree,  1  applaud  ibe  indepeodeDce 
^tbe  geotlemm  from  Uarylaod  «od  North  Cu- 
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glin«;  bolilJD^  ibe  opiniono  ibey  do.  iheir  eon- 
duct  is  evnainlr  correct.  Bat  when'  ibp  Pmi- 
deDi  recommended  ibe  ukiog  a  Brm  and  maaly 
•tiiiutte,  I  dfd  consider  hi*  recommendalioD  a 
•IrODjT  awumeol  Tor  the  prompt  ca-o[>eraI^UD  or 
the  Legiilature.  For,  in  wbaterer  different  lieliu 
4iBerent  gentlemen  may  be  disposed  lo  coniiiler 
die  cbaracler  of  ihe  Ext^ewire,  eren  his  eneRiiei 
bare  o«ver  charged  hint  with  a  dis|>oi>itioD  to 
lakr  roevures  of  too  varhbe  a  naiare.  Boi  it  J9 
Mid  wt  hiTC  Doi  fUads.  Th«  Preaideni,  how- 
eter,  baa  informed  on,  that  afier  meetiog  all  the 
•rdiaaiy  demands  of  Ihe  QoTeroment,  a  iDillioD 
will  remaia  uoappropriaied.  We  hare  heard  in 
thii  debate  of  mtllioDs  approprialed,  but  1  maf 
nr,  DO  millioos  hare  beea  apptopnaied.  The 
only  apprupriatioB  -wt  bare  made,  b  lo  supply 
^r  in  the  naval  appropriafion  for  the 


Iahi  year.    I  hare  been  charged  wiib  vaying 
ha»e  done  noihin^.     I  did  nut  cay  we  hare  done 
nubing,  I  only  said  We  bad  not  publislied 
thing  which  We  have  done 

The  Craibhak  called  to  order. 

Mr.  Oana  said  a  few  words  m<we  against  the 
risiog  of  ihe  Commiiiee,  observing  rhai  ihe  mosi 
decisive  argnmeot,  perhaps,  in  favorof  ihe  motion, 
wai  ibeir  having  passed  tbetisual  hour  of  adjourn- 


Chairman  reported  that  they  had  come  lo  no  reso- 
luiioD. 

Mr.  EiRLT  moved  that  the  Commiiiee  should 
be  disch'irged  from  the  further  conaideralion  of 
ihe  report,  with  a  view  of  referriiiK  It  (o  a  Mtect 
commiiiee,  with  instructioiu  to  mue  the  iaquirr 
he  had  slated. 

Mr.  J.  0.  Smitb  sagsested  that  Ihe  most  eoi>- 
tect  and  a>ual  course  was  for  the  Himie,  and  not 
a  select  eoamittee,  to  call  on  Ihe  Pretideot  fot 
in  form  a  ti  00. 

Mr.  Sablt declared  himseifobliKed  to  thegen- 
tlemao  for  bis  tuggestion,  and  wiiodrew  bis  mo- 
tioD,  with  the  view  of  moving  in  the  Huiiw  the 
resolution  to  the  «fiect  he  had  stated. 


Mr.  Elmbr.— Though  the  nsaal  hour  of  ad- 
joorameal  in  at  hand,  1  hope  the  Committee  will 
not  rise.  I  am  always  lor  giving  infurmation 
when  it  can  be  of  anf  use;  but  on  a  general 
principle  like  ibat  oader  coDsideraliun,  we  sorely 
Manot  want  Infurmation.  The  only  question  be- 
fore ua  is,  whether  we  shall  adopt  one  feature  of 
DaiioBst  defvnce,  by  fortifying  our  harbors.  The 
eoaoiitiee  have  proposed  three  modes  of  defence 
of  wbioh  this  is  one.  Gkntlemen  say  it  is  neees^ 
«a  y  lo  know  what  pariiealar  harbors  are  sascep- 
tiWe  of  defence.  But  surely  they  may  say  whe- 
ther ihey  will  do  aoyihing,  before  they  are  ac 
^oaioted  wiih  all  these  details.  It  is  only  the  ab- 
Mracl  question,  whetbei  we  will  doanyihiDg,  that 
ts  now  before  us. 

Mr.  FiBE.— I  hope  the  Committee  willtiw.  I 
was  uDe  of  the  cnramittee  who  brought  in  the  re- 
port, and  am  in  favnr  of  the  resotution  now  under 
ennsideraiiuo.  I  think  uoaoiraily  deKirable  on 
thi*  subjeoi,  and  altnojgh  we  have  been  seven 
Weeks  here  wiiboul  acling  upon  ll,  yet  I  think 
It  best  to  delay  it  for  a  short  lime,  to  insure  that 
otiWaimiiy  which  will  be  an  efficient  instruraeut 
in  our  favor.  1  am  oot  prepare!  to  say  we  havs 
doae  DOibiag.  1  am  not  prepared  to  say  that  lo 
'uihorizs  a  detachment  of  one  hundred  thousand 
■Ulitia  is  a  mere  thing  on  paper.  I  am  prepared 
to  say  that  if  our  enemies  :>hould  invade  us.  we 
•re  able  to  drive  ihem  out  of  Canada,  Njvb  Sco- 
lia,  the  Ploridas,  and  e»ery  foot  of  ground  they 
how  OD  the  continent.  I  hope  that  (he  ComrnJI- 
lee  will  rise,  and  that  every  soorce  of  informalion 
Will  be  explored,  that  we  may  insure  the  uaaoi- 
Biaua  vole  of  the  House.  ' 

The  que>iioD  was  then  taken 
ne  Cummittee,  and  carried— yeu ,^,^p  ^^^  , 

Too  CommitiM  now  aceoidiogly  rose,  and  the  [  (i,,  Huuh. 


Wkdhiisdat,  January  24. 

A  petition  of  suhdry  inhabitaDts  of  Washingtoa 
county,  in  rhe  Mi^.-'isstppt  Territory,  was  present- 
ed lo  the  House  and  read,  praying  the  right  of 
pre-empliQQ  as  oncupaots  of  cerldin  public  lands, 
ID  the  said  Terriiorv,  which  they  have  severallf 
improved  and  spilled. 

Also,  a  peiilioQ  of  sundry  Inhabitants  of  Wa«h- 
iogion  county,  io  the  Mis.s[9sippi  Territory,  praf- 
ing  a  dooalion  of  lands  fur  Ihe  vducatioQ  of  youib, 
in  the  said  couDiy ;  that  all  surveys  of  the  publis 
lands,  required  >by  law,  may  be  made  at  the  pub- 
tic  expense;  and  that  persons  holding  cerllGcaies, 
of  certain  descriplious,  for  lands,  may,  under  pro- 
per restrictions,  be  entitled  to  receive  patenta 
therefor.  , 

Ordered,  That  the  said  petitions  be  severallf 
referred  to  the  Cummittee  on  the  Public  Landa. 

Mr.  Lbib.  from  ihe  committee  appuioted  on  ib« 
fifth  uliimo,  presenied  a  bill  supplemenlary  to  att 
act.  entitled  '-An  act  to  reituhite  and  fix  the  com- 

gnsa  lion  of  ibe  officer*  of  ihe  Senate  and  House  of 
epreseoiatives;  Which  was  read  twice  and  com- 
miiled  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  Hondaf 
neit. 

Mr.  CROWainBHiiLD.  from  the  Coromitlee  of 
Commerce  and  Manufaetoies,  lo  wbon  was  re- 
eommitted  on  ihe  iwentieih  insiaut,  the  bill  lo 
extend  the  time  for  taking  the  oath  and  giving 
bond  in  case  of  drawback,  and  for  other  purpoae^ 
reported  an  ameodatury  bill;  which  was  r«ad 
twice  and  committed  to  a  Commiiiee  of  ib^ 
Whole  on  Monday  next. 

On  a  motion  made  nod  seconded  that  the  House 
do  come  tu  the  fullowing  reFolulion: 
Ketohed,  That  iha  Clerk  of  this  House  be  direetad 
'  pay,  out  aftha  conlingent  fond,  the  asm  of  twa 
hundred  dollars  tolba  Sergeant-st-Arms,  and  two  hna- 
dred  dollars  to  the  Doorkeeper  and  Aaiialant  Doorkeep- 
er, each,  u  a  compeoiation  Ibi  their  extra  aervice^ 
during  the  last  aessiou  of  Congress. 

Ordered.  Thai  the  consideralioo  of  the  said 
resoluiiuii  be  posipuned  unlil  Monday  next. 

The  House  procecdfd  to  consider  the  amend- 

enlB  reported  by  ihe  Committee  of  the  Whole 

I  ihe  Iweniy-second  instant,  lo  ilie  hit)  lo  exiend 

,,  jurisdiction  in  ceriaio  cases  to  the  State  Judges 

Ibe  ruing  of  |  ^^^  s,a(e  courts;  and  the  said  araeodmenis,  being 

twice  read  at  the  Clerk's  table,  were  agreed  to  bj 
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D^nvx  if  PotU  and  Barbon. 


Th«  biU  wu  ihcn  fartfaef  unended  at  ibe 
Clerk's  table,  and,  togelbet  wilh  the  ameDdB<DU, 
ontercd  10  be  eogroved,  and  read  ilw  third  Um« 
OD  Mondaj  nnt. 

OrderM,  That  ^  aommittefl  to  wbom  was 
feferrad,  on  iba  fourth  oT  Docember  last,  Hodry 
]wtJtioDB  and  m«tnoriaU  from  the  Miwwippi  Tet- 
litoTV,  te  diacbarged  from  the  consldeiatKiD  of  ao 
much  thereof  as  relales  to  the  lands  of  tbe  United 
Stales;  and,  that  lo  mocb  of  tbe  pelitioBa  and 
memoriali  aforeMid  as  relates  to  the  landi  of  the 
United  States,  be  referred  to  the  Gommittee  on 
the  Poblie  Lands. 

Ur.OBATafFTedthef«HowiBgreMiIetiDB,«huh 
was  ordered  to  lie  ob  tbe  table: 

Bttohtd,  That  aoj  member  of  this  Hoom,  who 
■hall  in  fbture  eece^  »t,  tfMtn,  01  enter  into  u);  ean- 
tract  for  the  eipenditore  of  way  moi>«7  sppropiittad  bj 
lawfOTtheatniceofflnCr  ■"'-  ■       "^  "  ' 


The  Hoqae  went  into  Committee  of  the  Wbol( 
on  the  hill  declarine  the  a&aeot  of  CoDgre&s  to  an 
act  of  the  Slate  of  South  Carolina,  ■□  far  as  relatei 
Id  imposing  a  duty  on  lonnaEe  by  the  City  Coun' 
cilofCbarTestoD. 

Ur.  Mabioh  (upponed,  end  Mr.  Cbowkih- 
U  IE  LD  opposed  the  mil;  when  the  Commiiiee  lost 
wiihout  coming  to  a  decision,  and  oblaiued  leare 
to  sit  again,  to  allow  lime  for  piintingsame  docu- 
pieau  iTluMntlive  of  the  subject. 

DEFENCE  OF  P0BT8  AND  HARBORS. 

Hr.  Bliu.T.->-I  rise  to  compljr  with  tbe  prom- 
iw  I  made  yesterday.  I  have  wailed  some  time 
Wore  offarug  ihia  leeoluiion,  in  the  hope  that 
tbe  gestleman  from  Vi^tiiia(liIr.DAwaon)miKht 
bava  taken  bis  scM  in  the  House.  I  regret  that 
In  hi*  not  laJiea  his  Baat;.«i  I  should  wiab  bit 
to  be  preteot  at  tbe  time  of  ofihriog  tbe  reaolu 
tJOQ*  which  I  now  hold  in  my  hand,  and  which 
willreadt 

Jhwfcid.  niat  tbe  Pre«deait  of  the  Uailed  ,Btatci 
•ame  to  be  laid  befoia  thia  Hodb>  anj  ialbnastioii 
«U(k  mtf  he  in  paaseswoo  of  the  BuoiliTa  Depart- 
PMDt,  lelatrre  te  the  state  and  cooditioD  of  the  foriifi- 
calion*  nhich  euj  have  been  emetnl  irithin  the  saTe- 
rMpqtteudhaibonoftbe  United  Stales!  and  also  the 
amountof  motitja  which  has  been  expended  on  eaeht 
wfi  wqQ  as  the  [oobsbla  eipense  of  eoinidBting  the  avae; 
end  ain  aoy  iDfomation  of  which  said  Depertment 
■ay  bepoasessed  letatitetothe  practicabilitj  of  de  rend- 
ing, hj  land  baUeries,  aoch  porta  and  harbors  aa  haTe, 
by  any  former  law,  been  directed  to  be  fortified. 

Saolvtd,  That  the  Pierident  caose  to  be  laid  before 
Ihii  Bouiee,  statementexliibitiDg  ibe  amountof  monej 
Which  baa  been  disbureed  on  aocoanl  of  the  navy  in 
each  year,  (inee  iti  eitabliafament,  and  staling  paitica- 
larly  the  coat  of  each  fiigate. 

Before  1  offer  these  resolutioDs.  I  will  take  the 
liberty  of  making  a  few  obserrBtions  io  explana- 
tion of  some  things  said  by  me  yesterday,  and  tbe 
replies  made  to  them  by  several  gentlemen.  lob- 
■erred  that  we  were  not  possessed  of  ibai  kind  of 
information  on  tbe  sabjecl-maiter  of  the  resolu- 
lion  then  under  consideration,  that  would  enable 


pease  of  the  proposed  measurea,  or  their  effieacf, 
if  adopted.  Wbco  I  took  the  liberty  af  iiiijiua>> 
tag  a  dottbi  of  tbeir  eficioy,  I  did  net  mean  to  he 
underatood  as  doublng  tbe  phyNcal  posaibililf 
of  aafortifyiDgourpoHsand  hirbon  by  land  bat- 
teriee  as  10  aSord  ibcm  an  cCeelnal  pnteeiiMt. 
Boi  I  meaat  to  lay  thai  Hch  was  tbur  physieal 
ataaiian  as  10  require  aqnaaium  of  ■eeenne  fa». 
Toad  the  resoneees  of  the  saiica.  l  kave  ao  dotiht 
bat  ibat  it  is  eomplBtely  in  out  |>Dw«r  lo  defeiMl 
New  York  aod  our  other  harbon,  if  w«  only  fo*- 
sess  the  pceuolary  mesjis.  I  have  no  douM  that 
we  might,  with  ease,  make  a  Crontladl  ol  it,  bat 
I  doubt  whether  any  ffentlemaa  of  tbe  Hooae 
could  be  prepared  to  adopt  tbe  piineiple  which 
has  prerailed  at  Grousladi  and  other  fMaceiL  and 
to  tbe  extent  to  which  it  would  carry  us.  1  daukt 
whether  any  gentleman  would  be  prepared  M 
adopt  the  course  pursued  l^  the  French  Ooven^ 
ibent,  with  regard  to  Cherbourg,  and  along  bar 
coast;  a  course  wbieh,afler  the  treaty  of  Amiens, 
tfaey  wercobliged  to  suspend,  from  the  inedeqaacy 
of  their  resooreea. 

I  beg  leave  lo  stale  oae  or  two  other  additional 
Ihiogs.  When  I  suggested  the  pn^ety  of  6k- 
taiDing  information,  it  was  said,  that  my  olqeal 
was  erideatly  praarastination ;  that  it  was  anbe- 
eomihe  in  the  House,  after  so  tnueh  lime  lia4 
be«i  already  consumed,  to  attempt  (urihcr  pror 
crattioetioo ;  fet  the  sentimeat  of  tbe  naiiioa  waa 
before  a* ;  it  dictated  our  coune,  and  if  we  besi- 
tatedtoparaueil,  the  ^nbliciodigiiatioawaald  light 
upon  as.  In  my  opmion,  alt  that  eaa  be  deduced 
fr«m  what  has  been  deDomtoaled  tbe  wMimeBt 
of  Ibe  nation,  in  this  and  other  eases,  is  this^  that 
io  this  eouDtry,  where  the  QoverameM  and  (ba 
nation  are  the  mate,  the  aaiian  will  rcposa  iM 
coofideaee  in  the  OorerBment,  and  pledge  lbfliii> 
selves  to  sofporl  those  measures  wbieh  ihe  OoTf 
eenment  may  adopt.  All,  ibcn,  that  foUowa  i% 
that  tbe  aalioB  will  repose  its  eoofideaoa  on  tbii, 
as  on  other  trviog  occasions,  in  the  QoFeraiBcat 
But  does  it  follow  that,  because  the  aatieo  repokes 
unlimited  eontidenee  in  this  Governmeat,  that  tha 
rush  Uiadfoldedly  into  measurea  witk> 

., Mcoasidetaiionof than?  Oatbeooi^ 

trary,  I  apprehend,  iapiDpoeiioB  to  this  eonfideaca, 
-k —  =-  -  lespoaaibilily  la  ihaGtovemaMal  bm  la 
.  aad,  natwilbsianding  the  high  degree  of 
coufldenee  repMad  in  this  insianoe  in  the  dove  - 


iBeBl,waouglitnotlodonbt,becatuethBeiperiease 
of  former  times  [voves  it,  that  when  t  bia  coofidaaec 
shall  be  abused,  tbe  people  will  revoke  ic  In  m|r 
OfHoioD,  at  this  time,  we  are  more  bound  to  ba 
cauiious  in  exercising  tbe  powers  reposed  in  ua, 
than  these  wbo,  in  fi^raier  times,  held  the  reine 
of  QoverameDl ;  because  they  bad  not  the  expo- 
rienee  that  we  have,  and  because  the  lesson  ex- 
hibited on  that  oecasioD,  abow*  that  coaSdaBoa^ 
improperly  used,  will  be  withdrawn  by  the  people. 
Da  gentlemen  mean  to  be  nnderatood  as  iolifflat' 
iDg  ibal  it  is  our  duty,  without  inquiting  into  tbe 
extent  or  the  grounds  on  which  we  proceed,  la 
einbaik  headionf  into  aaj  aeaNUta  whkh  Ibe 


m 
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/}fft)wz  of  ParU  and.  Barbon. 


Pmidcnt  may  r««oiDm«iid,  ud  wfaioh  tttey  tatj 
MHidet  the  ooifidBDce  of  iIm  people  pledfed  to 

tvitb  n^ard  to  ib«  teooBd  resoluiien,  1  vill  edd 
»wwd  or  nro.  Tbc  repoit  on  whiali  tiku  db- 
eDHion  M  foaodcd,  allhoaah  1  beliere  not  m  in- 
kMkd,  is  calcalaud  lo  be,  m  I  appreitend,  a 
decor.  If  we  adopt  it,  w«  mall  lint  begia  with  a 
rImII  approfnialioB,  and  we  abail  afterwards  be 
•ailed  npM  k>  fo  tin  whole  leogtb  Ibat  aball  be 
deemed  neeeeury  to  earry  tbe  laeaeufe*  we  ehaU 
bare  taken  iow  full  and  complete  efleot ;  and  we 
■faall  be  told,  UDlen  weappropiiate  eootigh  money 
toflanyibem  iniethH  full  and  complete  efiiBcl,a& 
tfaat  we  hare  doee  wUl  be  loel.  Bir,  we  have 
•ome  WBioing  monumenls  agaioet  punuiDg  sack 


policT.  in  am  aot  mialakeii,  tbit  vcty  Honae 
which  we  legislate  w  ooe  of  tbeee  wanuDc  mo 
wnentt ;  the  fcHit£catiaa  of  our  poiU  and  Sarbon 


ia  aootiiet;  and,  aniew  I  muck  miaiake,  the  ap- 
piopriatiMH  whieh  we  have  .beretofoie  made  f6r 
Hr  mrral  annaaeatii  is  aleo  aa  awful  watniag.  It 
it  to  guard  agatoat  being  decoyed  into  atich  a  eon- 
duel  that  f  now  effer  iheae  naolwiou.  b  ia,  that 
we  may  see  the  whole  gronad  before  uk  ;  aad  that, 
io  the  lasgaage  of  Uk  honorable  Spiaexk,  we 
iMy  aee  the  whole  eiteai  of  the  road.  It  is  true, 
the  Oommittee  has  given  a 
toel  of  «  MTeDtyfaar  guo- 
yo^  lir,  a  naval  estimate  I  Aod  m  it  dome  tathisl 
Ifier  the  experience  of  ibts  cotmiry  in  natal  af- 
bin,  that  thu  HoUM  ii  to  preeeed  on  a  twrai  e»- 
1  hope  DM ;  I  hope  Ws  shall  have 


u  coal,  and  vol  a 

Hr.  i.  C.  Smitb.— As  the  UMte  ie  nol  mneb 
fnaeed  in  poioi  of  tine,  it  ie  not,  perbape,  to  be 
RgKtted  that  the  hMtorabU  fintleiaaB'  baa,  en 
Alt  eMnaiMi,  givoB  at  a  long  spaoah  |  bat  it  ie  to 
be  regretted  that  be  did  not  fee)  the  want  of  i&- 
fcrmatian  at  aa  aailiei  period  of  the  setaioa. 

Hr.  Dama.— It  ia  oarortuiMtie  thai  the  bonoeable 
featleman  from  Qeotgia  should  assame  a  oaase 
n<4er  too  feeUe  to  be  toatained,  or  ibM  it  should 
be  addneaad  to  a  body  that  be  imaginea  iaeapa* 
hit  af  feeling  the  tone  of  aq;nmeBt.  I  presmne 
thitjiadecidiMODineaaaeaBin  this  Hoaa^  the  bo- 
tifei  of  paititoUr  geDtlemeD  are  not  to  gvide  our 
UiberatioDsj  but  the  iutiinHo  merit  of  the  mear 
laiea  themMlveat  and  if  ihey  can  be  supported  by 
MiODg  and  fair  argument,  no  gentleman  would 
think  of  an>ealing  to  our  pasnons  for  their  Mp- 
Part.  Wbataver  may  have  been  my  opinion  on 
the  general  oourse  of  mewurea  pnrsiied  by  the 
pNeeot  Administration,  ia  not  now  the  queeiion. 
The  only  inquiry  ptoper  for  u*  to  pureuc,  relates 
V>  the  meriti  of  the  proposition  befote  as.  Oa  tlie 
genettl  tobjecl  of  inforouttion,  if  the  geirileman 
vetlly  deeiree  to  obtain  it,  there  can  be  no  eioep- 
tioa  lo  the  call,  howerer  we  may  regret  its  not 
baring  been  made  earlier.  When  we,  yesterday, 
eoDtidered  the  report,  it  was  in  the  acncral  prin- 
eipte  whether  OHy  fortiSeations  should  be  erected 
or  repaired,  wiiboot  oodertaking  to  avf  to  what 
aieat  the  butinest  thouM  go.  1  think  we  have 
tboadaat  ioformation  to  jualify  our  voting  on  this 


principle,  althongh,  whan  we  deicend  iitio  tha 
details,  we  may  require   more  particular  infoi- 


genlleman  from  Connecticut,  who  first  addressed 
you,  who  baa  ezpreased  hit  r^[ret  at  my  not  itav- 
mg  made  an  earlier  call  for  this  information  j  ami 
that  is,  that  1  have  made  the  call  aa  early  as  tha 
subject- matter  of  the  report  came  into  discussion. 
It  was  never  before  yesterday  discussed,  ud,  at 
the  earliest  period  of  the  debate^  I  avoWed  mjr 
want  of  information. 

[Some  coDTennlion  here  took  place  betweak 
Meetrs.  O.  K.  Williahb,  Clark,  and  Ckowhim- 
SBiELo,  on  the  amendqienis  snbsaquentiy  uada 
in  the  details  of  the  reeolution.] 

Whea  Hr.  DAweoN  said  that,  not  being  in  tha 
Houee  at  the  time  tbeee  reaohitiont  were  oStni, 
he  regretted  tfaat  ha  had  not  heard  the  reaaona 
assigned  by  tbe  mover  in  support  of  them.  Hn 
must,  bowevet,  be  permitted  to  observe,  llut  it 
was  made  the  annum  duty  of  theSecretarvof  tha 
Navy,  whioh  duty  he  performed,  lo  lay  before  the 
Home  tbeee  teveral  item*  of  inifonnatioD,  called 
for  hy  the  tesolutioaB.  He  could  iherefoce  only 
consider  delay  as  tbe  effect  ihev  were. calculated 
to  produce.  Tbe  simple  resolution  before  the 
Bommittee  yeiterday  wa^  do  the  ports  and  harbofi 
of  the  United  States  require  protection]  Hat  not 
every  gendemau  declared  this  to  be  the  fact  7  Haa 
it  not  been  enforced  by  every  paper  in  the  United 
Slates  1  Does  not  every  day's  mail  bring  us  th« 
pnblie  senliment  1  and  it  it  not  likewise  enforeed 
Of  the  first  autboiily  ia  the  nation  7  The  general 
aeeeseity  of  tbe  measure  oan,  then,  admit  of  no 
doubt.  The  nest  qneetion,  tnea,  is.  is  the  inn 
reccmmeoded  by  ihe  committee  too  large  7  I  b»- 
lieve,  said  Mr.  D^  every  gentleman  wHt  conoai 
with  me  in  opinion,  that  it  is  much  smaller  than 
wat  expected.  If  ibeea  are  ftcts,  what  oan  tha 
object  be,  but  farther  delay  t  h  can  only  be  om 
of  two  alternaiives,  either  to  carrr  tbe  reaolutioas 
calling  for  iaforaatian,  and  theretr  from  the  time 
which  will  elapse  before  it  can  be  received,  tv 
give  ihe  whole  business  the  go-by  {  or  it  moat 
arise  from  a  want  of  confidence  in  the  Executira 
in  the  disbursenicni  of  the  moneys  appropriated. 
I  say  the  object  must  arise  from  either  one  or  tha 
other  of  these  two  causes.  I  bold  it  my  duty  ben 
to  slate  that  the  eommiiiee,  on  their  first  meetiagi 
directed  their  chairmsn  lo  write  to  the  Secretary 
of  War  and  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  for  iafor* 
mation  to  guide  their  dec isiotis.  The  Secretary 
of  War  informed  us  that  tiie  inquiry  we  called  foff 
could  not  be  given  in  lev  than  seven  o>  eight 
weeks,  and  I  venture  to  affirm  that,  if  the  resela- 
tione  are  agreed  lo,  the  subject  will  not  be  (ak» 
up  again  for  tliat  lengtb  of  time.  Is  this  the  widt 
of  i^atlemen  1  I  trust  that,  if  it  is  their  wish,  a 
majority  of  ibis  House  will  be  found  to  hiJd  d^ 
ferent  opinions,  and  will  be  in  (a*or  of  poceed- 
iog  without  delay,  in  a  basjaeis  ao  iDteratting  ts 
the  public  welfare. 

Mr.  D.  R.  WiLUAMa.— Aa  far  as  I,  a  fallibia 
man.  ean  nnderstand  the  infallible  ideas  of  tha 
gentleman  from  Virginia  (Mr.  Dawaoii)  1  Duilt 
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dii^laim  ihe  inotirM  he  nscritm  to  rbe  fnendx 
oflheae  rPHolnlioniS  and  deeUre  my  tolsl  igno- 
nucp  oraDygeDileman  bring  influenced  by  lliem. 
Barely  thai  lionorable  genlleman  is  not  to  deruid 
of  chariry,  as  to  wisb  me  lo  rote  blindfolded  on  a 
■ubJFCt  wbicb  he  allows  to  be  hi^bly  important. 
Wbat  are  ibe  verbal  communicaiions  of  ihe  Se- 
cretary of  War  to  me?  Tbey  mav  hate  been 
■aiisfaetory  to  the  comniiliee  who  neard  ibem; 
IhiI  (hey  Bureiy  cannot  enlighten  those  who  are 
illoseiher  uaactgaainied  with  ibem.  I  hope  we 
■ball  not  proceed  with  a  degree  of  precipitation 
■bat  will  oMrne  as  to  act  blindfolded. 

Mr.  E*BLY. — The  genlleman  from  Virginia 
haa  told  UE  rbat  ibe  very  informatioa  we  now  call 
for,  as  far  as  il  applies  lo  tbe  first  resolution,  was 
Verbally  given  by  the  Secretary  of  Wur  to  (he 
•eleci  committee.  The  genilemao  from  Virginia 
eould  not  hate  offered  a  more  forcible  argument 
for  adopting  tbe  resolution.  Whail  Is  this  House 
to  decide  on  the  private  information  of  a  bead  of 
deparimeni,  given  to  a  committee,  when  (hai  in- 
formation too  is  verbal  ?  Is  (his  ihe  way  in  which 
the  funds  of  (he  nation  are  lo  be  pledged  to  an  in- 
calculable extent,  in  (he  furtherance  of  measures, 
wbo»e  success  is  at  best  problemaiicall  I  pre- 
■ume  not.  Before  they  are  adopted,  we  ought  to 
be  possessed  of  official  documeuis ;  and  if,  afier 
ve  have  ftcied  on  tbe  infurmaiioD  we  have  re- 
ceived, we  shall  find  il  incorrect,  we  shall  know 
whom  lo  blame,  and  on  whom  (o  fii  the  responsi- 
bili(y.  Bu(  would  (bat  be  (becase,  when  informa- 
tion was  verbally  given  by  a  head  of  departmeiu  to 
■  committee  and  verbally  delivered  by  (hat  oommir- 
tee  10  the  Himse?  Surely  not.  Was  it  ever  heard 
of,  tbi(  the  House  should  act  in  a  measure  of  such 
magnitude  on  (he  verbal  communicaiions  of  ibe 
head  of  a  departmcDt,  verbally  delivered  to  Ihe 
Boose? 

Mr.  Dawbon  said,  the  genilpman  was  mistaken 
in  point  ol  faci.  He  had  doi  said  a  word  against 
tbe  resolution. 

Mr.  EiRLY  begged  pardon  for  his  mistake. 
He  bad,  however,  always  understood  a  gentle- 
man to  be  oppOEtd  to  a  motion  when  be  spoki 

After  amending  the  reiwlution,  by  adding  afier 
tbe  words,  within  the  United  States,  "  the  terri- 
tories thereof,"  it  was  agreed  to — ayea  88 ;  when 
Ihe  second  resolution,  was  also  agreed  to — ayei 
SI,  after  inserting  in  lieu  of  frigates,  "armed  ships 
or  Oibec  vessels  built  or  purchased  on  account  of 
Ibe  United  Statps,"  and  adding  to  the  resotution. 
"and  also  the  amount  of  moneys  tbat  has  been  ex- 
pended on  each  navy  yard." 

A  conimiitee  of  two  members  was  then  ap- 
pointed  to  present  ibe  said  re»ohil(Da  to  the  Pre- 
■iden(. 

Mr.  Bluot. — I  am  very  happy  at  the  prospec( 
of  SKaioing  the  in  forma  I  ion  called  for  io  Ibereso- 
Iniion  of  the  gentleman  from  Qeoi^ia,  and  I  hope. 
before  we  have  a  final  decision  on  the  report  of 
the  select  committee,  we  shall  obiaiii  some  fur 
tber  information.  Annexed  lo  the  report  of  tht 
coromitiee,  I  find  ihe  estimate  of  Ibe  Secretary  of 
tin  Navfi  of  the  expenae  of  building  a  74,  and 


keeping  her  in  service,  and  an  eMimate  oftbe  likft 
kind  relaiive-to  pnnboais.  This  inforinatiuD  i» 
very  valuable  as  far  as  it  goes.  I  do  nol  perfectly 
agree  with  the  genlleman  from  Qeorgia,  as  to  the 
intrinsic  value  of  a  navy  («tima(e.  But  I  belier* 
we  ought  lo  go  on  more  solid  ground  than  a  navf 
esiimaie-,  and  when  our  selection  is  to  be  made 
from  varioDs  plans  of  defence,  ii  ii  proper  to  ob- 
tain an  estimate  of  (he  rela(ive  exbente  of  each. 
It  may,  possibly,  be  the  intention  of  a  majority  of 
Lbia  House,  lo  vote  seveni  millions  for  the  build- 
ing of  74's — ^while  they  are  disposed  to  suffer  ottr 
present  navfrl  armanaeot  to  remain  idle.  Tbia 
may  be  tbe  view  of  a  majority  of  ibis  Home,  but 
I  am  BOI  yel  convinced  (bat  il  is.  There  anpesrs 
10  me  lo  be  a  chasm  in  tbe  detaila-called  for,  (o 
fill  which  I  iboTe  the  following  resoluiion: 

Reiohtd,  Thst  the  Secrelsry  of  the  Navy  be  directed 
to  lay  before  this  House  estiaiitei  of  the  eipenie  of 
repairing,  and  oftbe  annual  cipenH  of  manning,  and 
of  supporting  in  actnal  service  the  whole  of  the  frigalw 
and  cmaller  vessels  of  itit  belonpng  to  the  UnilaA 
SCatea. 

This  resolution  waa  agreed  to  without  a  diri' 

Mr.  Dawson  said,  that  believiag  the  infonna- 
liou  called  for  iD  the  resolution  just  agreed  to, 
could  not  be  had,  wilhottt  the  previous  Upse  of » 
long  lime,  and  c6nsideriag  the  slate  of  the  cohq- 
iry.  he  held  it  his  duty  to  move  (hat  the  Hooaa 
should  again  resolre  itself  Into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whofe  on  the  siale  of  the  Union. 

This  morion  having  prevailed— ayes  60— hCr. 
GaEao  took  (he  Chair. 

The  CBirHMAN  staled, that  when  the  Commit' 
lee  before  rose,  the  resolution  under  connderation 
was  for  appropriaiing  $150^000  for  tbe  betiar  pro- 
tection of  HUr  ports  and  hafrtOrs. 

Mr.  Thomas  renewed  the  tnoiton  to  atrike  OHt 
(his  sum,  in  ordei  to  leave  i(  blank. 

Mr.  CoKRAO  nid  hewas  at  a  loss  to  know  bow 
to  act  in  ibis  bmiaess.  A  few  minutes  ago  we 
agreed  to  a  call  for  information,  and  now  we  are 
required  lo  give  a  vote  in  the  dark.  It  was  iok- 
poasible  for  him,  under  iheFe  circuiDstancesi,  ID  ad 
understanding! y  on  (he  sabjeet.  He  must,  Iherv- 
fore.  move  that  (he  Commiitee  rise. 

Mr.  Smilib  hoped  (hat  (he  Committee  woul4 
rtee,  and  that  (he  busioecs  would  be  postponed  for 
a<'me  time.  He  thought,  from  the  beginning  of 
this  businesK,  they  bad  been  proc  eding  iocorrectly  ; 
that  tbey  should  be  going  on  in  measures  of  pro* 
tection,  before  ibey  determined  on  the  propriety  of 
resorting  to  warlike  measures,  appears  to  him  to 
be  beginning  with  the  wrong  end  of  ike  busineoa; 
If  they  determined  on  peaceable  measures,  there 
would  be  no  neceiisily  for  gunboats,  or  (hedefeod- 
iog  our  por(s  and  barborH.  If,  on  the  eontrar]r, 
measures  of  war  were  adopted,  or  such  meaRures 
a*  would  lead  to  war,  (here  migb(  be  ihis  neceo- 

1  do  not  said  Mr.  8.  eer(aii)ly  know,  bat,  as  fat 
as  1  have  conversed  wiib  tbe  members  of  ibis 
House,  there  is  not  a  disposition  to  go  to  war. 
Why,  (hen,  pursue  war  meahurea?  1  hope  the 
Hotue  will  not  be  of  opiitioa,  thai  war  to  neeea- 
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wrfi  aod,  if  so,  nhal  rMiion  it  there  at  presem 
for  adopling  warlike  ineaBucesT  Wby  go  iolO 
details.  whoHC  filB«M  must  depend  on  liigher  taea- 
anrrs  1  Wbeo  1  say  this,  1  awure  tbe  genileniaa, 
if  it  shall  be  necessary  lo  lake  measures  of  war, 
or  meaMirea  tradiDg  lo  it,  I  shall  be  willing  to 
adopt  effruual  meaaures  One  ihinfc  is  Ciiriain. 
That  if  we  lake  inch  HLFanures,  we  must  go  much 
forlhei  than  the  report  of  ihe  lelect  commiitee. 
Before  this  (treat  que*  I  ion  is  decided,  tbe  deiernii- 
naiion  of  all  Bubordioate  mailer*  will  be  usrless. 
J  therefore  ibink  ii  best  tba  t  (be  Cotumiiiee  should 
rise,  and  that  the  subject  oow  under  eoDsideralioD 
abould  be  laid  asleep  for  some  lime. 

Tbe  quealioDbeingtakeD,iheCoQiinit(ee  agreed 
lo  rise ;  when  the  Chairinan  reported,  ibHt  iheCom- 
nitiee  of  the  Whole  House  had  bad  ibe  state  of 
the  Uoion  under  coosideraiioa,  aad  had  come  la 
BO  reMilutioD  ibereoD. 

And  OD  motioa,  the  House  adjonraed. 


MoKDiY,  January  27. 

Mr.  Sloan,  rrom  ihe  committee  appointed  on  the 
tweoiy-second  icstant,  preseoied  a  bill  laying  a 
duty  on  stares  imported  into  any  of  the  United 
Stales;  which  was  read  twice  and  committed  to 
a  Commiiiee  of  the  Whole  Lo-D3orrow. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  a  motion  of 
the  twenty -fourth  instant,  in  the  words  folluwing 

Xtmhtd,  That  tka  CleA  of  this  Hooae  be  directed 
to  pay,  out  of  the  eontinguit  tend,  Ihe  soBi  of  two 
handreJ  dollan  to  the  Sergaant-at-AiDU,  and  two  hun- 
dred dollar*  lo  the  Doorkeeper  and  AuijtsQt  Hoot- 
keeper,  eacb,  a*  a  compwiwtion  far  theii  extra  aerrices 
daring  the  last  seuion  of  Congrestf. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  motion  be  eoiamitled 
bi  Mr.  Lbib,  Mr.  Fias.  Mr.  Triim,  Mr.  Sbaveh, 
utd  Mr.  Thomas. 

On  motioo.  it  was 
Aeaoltied,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  be 
direcied  lo  lay  before  this  Huuse  a  report  on  the 
eonditioQ  of  the  fcigateB  and  other  public  arined 
Tesitelsb^IuDginir  to  the  United  Stales,  distinguish- 
ing tbe  frigates  fit  for  actual  service;  distinguish 
ing  su  b  as  require  repair,  and  the  »um  accessary 
for  repairing  each ;  and  distioguiiihing,  alito,  sucb 
U  il  may  be  the  interest  of  the  United  States  to 
dispose  of  rather  ihaa  repair. 

A  petition  of  sundry  persons  lioldina  property 
Id  tbe  western  part  of  the  City  of  Washiagtoo, 
u  ibe  Diairiel  of  Columbia,  and  residing  therein, 
w*B  prenenied  to  Ihe  House  and  read,  praying 
that  Coogress  ma^  reject  every  epplicaiioa  for 
ItaTe  10  build  a  bridge  across  the  iiTer  Potomac. 
Also,  a  petition  of  sundry  inhabilants  of  Oeorge- 
lowD,  owners  of  properly  in  the  western  part  of 
Ihe  City  of  Wasbiogion.  in  the  District  of  Co- 
lumbia, lo  the  same  e£feci.  Also,  a  petiiioa  of, 
sundry  inbahilanoof  the  counlifs  of  Montgomery, 
Frederick,  Wnshiogton,  and  Allegany,  in  the 
Stale  of  Maryland,  to  tbe  Mine  effect.— Referred. 
Mr.  CBOWNiNiaiBi.B,  from  the  Committee  of 
Conuneree  sod  ManuiaclBiea,  to  whom  was  re- 


ferred, on  the  tw»nty-lbird  ultimo,  the  n 

of  the  Philadelphia  Cbaiuberol  Commerce,  re- 
ported a  bill  declaring  ibe  consent  of  Congress  to 
:l  of  ibe  Siate  of  Pennsylvania,  entiiled  "An 
:o  empowi^T  the'  Board  of  Wardens,  for  the 
port  of  Philadelphia,  to  collect  a  ceriain  duty  on 
tonnage,  for  the  purposas  therein  mentioned ;" 
which  was  twice  read  and  committed  lo  a  Com- 
ee  of  the  Whole  on  Wednesday  next, 
n  engrossed  bill  to  extend  iurisdiction.  in  cer- 
cases.  to  Siate  judges  ana  State  courts,  waa 
read  the  third  litue,  and  pasced. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  bill  whick 
lay  on  the  table,  to  repeat  the  act  to  authorize  the 
"pt  of  evidences  of  public  debt,  in  payment 
[he  lands  of  the  United  Stales,  aud  fur  other 
pjirposes,  relative  to  the  public  debt,  as  reported 
by  the  Commiitee  of  the  whole  House,  on  the 
sixteenth  insiam,  without  amendment;  Wher^ 
upon,  tbe  said  bill  was  smendeJ  al  iheClerk's 
table,  and,  together  with  the  amendments,  oi^ 
'  d  to  be  engrossed  and  read  the  third  lime  to- 
morrow. 

DETACHMENT  OF  MILITIA. 

An  engrossed  bill  authorizing  a  detachment 
from  the  Militia  of  the  United  State*  was  read 
Ihe  third  time.  - 

Mr.  Tallmadub,  of  Connecticut,  said  he  had 
never  recollecied  an  instance,  since  he  had  been 
honored  with  a  seat  in  t))at  House,  when  a  quea- 
lioo  of  equal  magnitude  wiih  tbe  present,  bad 
passed  ou,  from  the  report  which  was  firit  made, 
to'the  ibitd  reading  of  ibe  bill,  and  there  had 
scarcely  been  a  remark  lubmiited  to  the  House  to 
elucidate  or  jusiify  Ibe  measure.  We  have  be* 
fore  us  a  bill  of  no  trifling  import ;  it  provides  fair 
organizing,  arming,  and  equipping,  a  militarf 
force  of  one  hundred  thousand  men,  and  it  appro- 
priates two  million  of  dollars  to  enable  the  Oor- 
ernmeot  10  bring  this  force  into  the  field.  Not 
tiiis  bill  contemplates  some  serious  ioteniions  ob 
ibe  nan  of  the  Govemmeai,  or  else  it  is  a  solemn 
mocVery,  a  mere  political  farce.  Ai  any  rale,  wt 
shall  hereby,  if  the  bill  passes  into  a  law,  luck  up 
two  million  of  dollars  in  the  Treasury,  which 
must  remain  appropriated,  and  sequestered  from 
any  other  use,  however  urgent  and.  pressing  ihfl 
cells  of  our  country  may  be  from  any  other  quar- 
ter. Under  ibe  present  aspect  of  tbi><  bill,  as  it 
has  been  presented  to  my  mind,  I  shall  be  con- 
strained 10  give  it  my  uoequivocal  negative,  un- 
less Bome  gentleman  shall  be  aiJe  to  remove  my 
objeoiion  against  its  final  passage.  I,  tiierefore, 
tuke  the  liberijr  to  cation  the  honorable  chairman 
of  tbe  commillee,  who  reported  tbe  bill,  (Mr. 
VABHrM,  of  Massachusetts  1  to  state  lo  ihe  Huune 
Ihe  resKons  which  induced  him  to  submit  the  bill 
now  under  consideration,  and  to  requekt  of  him, 
for  my  pariicular  informaiioQ,  lo  answer  the  two 
fullowing  queries,  viz: 

1st.  What  apecial  objecliare  to  beanswered  by 
the  pasvare  of  this  bill  1 

8d.  What  efi^t  will  such  a  law  have  upon  the 
militia  syatems  of  the  diffiireht  States  in  ihe 
Union  7 
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I  tnake  tLese  ioquiries  of  the  hoDOmble  ^eOtle- 
mao  from  Massac  fiusetcs,  who  Tepoiied  this  bill, 
from  B  bnowledee  of  the  high  station  which  he 
holds  in  the  muiiia  of  that  State;  BDdlrOm 
hope  that  be  has  fulljr  weighed  all  the  leUtl 
bearings  of  this  bitl,  with  the  advantages  and  ia- 
conTeniences  thence  resulting,  that  be  majr  be 
sble  to  ionfirm  the  watering,  and  to  satisfjr 
those  who  Aoobt  respecting  the  provisions  of  this 

fn  the  pnbUc  Message  of  the  President  of  the 
noited  States,  connnnnicBied  to  Congress  on  the 
third  of  December  last,  we  are  inforffled  that  «po- 
tiations  are  eammitted  ori  our  commerce  and  our 
nameo  ere  impressed  on  Ibe  hieh  seas ;  while  ag- 
gressions and  insolts  are  offerefl  lo  the  cfiriens  of 
me  Territories  of  Orleans  and  the  Mississippi,  hy 
the  regular  officers  sod  soldiers  of  the  EiDg  t^ 
Spain.  Bome  of  theae  injuriea  mar  admit  of 
1>eaeeable  remedy,  bat  some  of  (hem  are  of  a  na* 
tore  to  be  met  by  force  onty,  and  aU  of  th«m  tcmj 
lead  to  it. 

From  the  fullest  examination  I  hare  been  aUe 
10  make  of  this  public  documeot.  (and  I  lay  no 
claim  to  private  communications,)  I  can  discover 
tmt  one  point  Oti  frhicb  (bit  grmt  military  force 
ean  be  hron^tht  to  bear.  Is  ft  possible,  (hen,  Mr. 
Speaker,  (and  I  do  hope  ihat  the  honortiMe  chair- 
man will  giro  «■  an  answer  to  the  in^oiry,)  is  it 
possible,  I  say,  that  an  apportion  mem  most  be 
made  on  all  the  militia  of  the  United  Slates  from 
Georgia  to  the  Distfiet  off  Mane,  that  the  Preai- 
dent  of  the  United  Statei  ma^  be  enabled  t«  repel 
Kb  ioTarion,  ot  cbasdse  an  insult  offered  to  <mt 
ddzeiis  wi^i*  tfae  diatrict  of  Orleans  T  If  this 
Im  Mt  the  Object,  th«  inrniry  returns  trith  re- 
AoiAfed  fiWce— what  k  it  f  Or,  are  we  to  eon' 
fhide  that  all  this  parade  and  expense  is  to  tmm 
»tt  artoT  OB  paper,  aad  lo  hold  out  to  the  world 
the  high  sense  we  entertain  of  onr  national  honor 
and  dignity,  and  the  prontptitDde  and  viffor  with 
itrhichwe  are  ready  to  defend  it?  Can  ft  be  pos- 
tMe,  sir,  tbst  genUeaea  can  be  serioHs  in  offering 
this  prepoateroas  parade  of  military  defence,  when 
Ihe  lecommmdaiion  of  ihe  President,  and  the 
Voice  of  our  cenntry,caU5o  imperiously  for  sone- 
Aisg  more  effieteatl  Will  the  European  Pow- 
er* Mliero  that  you  are  in  sober  earnest,  when 
they  shall  read  Ihe  proTfsions  of  this  bill  ?  Will 
the  people  of  o«r  own  country  be  satisfied  witb 
this  kind  of  military  ftree  1  The  former,  I  am 
persuaded,  will  not  be  deceived  by  it ;  Ihe  latter 
eatinot  fail  to  be  disgusted  witb  tbispilifol  parade. 
Whatever  may  be  my  opinion  of  the  military  de- 
feoce  which  our  present  cireumstances  call  for,  it 
fe  hardly  proper  for  me  no*  lo  discuss  that  aues- 
lloa.  If  ihe  difficaltiei  and  objeciioBs  which  so 
fbrciMy  press  apon  my  mind  oan  be  obviated,  not- 
withstanding my  general  doubts  c^  the  efficacy 
of  this  meaatire,  I  shall  vole  for  the  bill  on  yotir 
table. 

If  I  ean  be  oonTi&eed  that  this  measnre  is 
proper  and  necessary,  if  it  will  add  aavthiog  to 
the  real  defence  of  our  country,  1  shall  m  one  of 
the  last  men  im  thia  House  to  refine  it  eay 
support. 


1  aak  again  of  the  hetiitteble  Chairnnn,  and 
bopehe  will  give  man  answer— What  effeetwiH 
this  law  have  upon  the  militia  systtmis  of  th« 
several  States  of  the  Uition  1  By  the  bill  an 
yonr  table,  this  body  of  one  hundred  thousand 
miltiia  is  called  a  detachmmt.  Now,  a  detach- 
moni  of  men,  aecording  to  the  ideas  wbleh  I  haA 
obtained  in  *e  RevotntHKiary  war,  I  have  alwaya 
considtred  as  a  body  of  men  set  apart  or  detached 
for  a  special  pi»pose,  and  aot  liable  to  beassignej 
to  any  other  doty  iiDtH  that  service  Was  per* 
formed. 

I  ash  again  of  the  hooorahle  gendeteee,  how 
far  soch  a  detachment  is  to  beconsideKdas  suffi- 
cient for  the  ^iod  coatemplated  by  (he  biH,  and 
what  will  be  its  effteia  on  the  remainrirg  body  «f 
Ihe  militia  7  in  tbe  year  1797,  when  a  dmilsEt 
detachment  was  made  and  apportioBed  upoa  tbe 
several  States,  it  was  held  out  as  an  encoarage- 
mani  to  those  who  should  volnnteer,  as  well  as 
those  who  should  be  draughted  for  the  service, 
that  (hey  should  not  be  called  upon  to  perform 
other  military  serricea  dtiring  the  period  for 
which  they  were  soengaged.  The consequeBces 
which  resulted  from  (he  measure  were  very  inju- 
rious. The  principles  of  obedience  and  military 
subordination  in  this  draughted  corps  were  very 
much  laid  aside,  and  as  they  were  not  obliged  to 
appear  on  the  usual  muster  days,  they  lost  in  a 

Seat  meastre  their  discipline — (heir  arms,  and 
eiruniforms, through  neglect,  became  also  unfit 
for  use.  These  consequences  resulted  from  the 
scattned  siltiaiiafi  of  those  draughted  militia, 
Whose  tflhiers  could  not  eonrete  them  for  diseib- 
line  wftbom  greet  troobre  and  expense.  There  a 
another  cofisideraiioD  which  has  weieht,  in  mf 
mind.  During  fhe  period  for  which  this  detach- 
ment is  10  be  held  ready  for  service  (two  years)  a 
great  portion  of  the  men' Will  have  changed  their 
condidon  very  materially.    Some  in  the  Ordinary 

urse  of  human  nature  will  hare  died — oihei* 
.  ill  remove  to  different  and  distant  places,  so  that 
it  will  be  impossible,  on  any  emergency,  to  assem- 
ble them,  iwcntd  appeal  to  the  hcmutabte  gen- 
tleman from  MassacliUseils,  who  advocates  thjt 
measure,  if  he  should  be  appointed  to  command 
the  deraehment  from  Massachusetts,  (and  I  con- 
fess I  do  not  know  a  more  proper  person  for  the 
purpose)  whether  he,  as  a  military  man,  wonld 
veomre  to  assure  the  Biecuiive  that  he  caxAi  pa- 
rade this  formidable  corps  in  tbe  space  of  twenty 
or  eren  thiriy  days  fitnn  Ihe  lime  ef  receiving 
noCice  that  their  service  was  neededt    Nay,  sir, 

in  in  ease  of  art  invasion,  would  he  not  be  bet- 
able  te  march  ibe  whole  division  of  militia, 
whieh  he  now  uommands,  ia  the  space  of  tw« 
days,  toward  any  gives  point  of  attack,  and  with 
mme  effect  than  he  eoald  oollect  and  march  the 
detaebmeDl  aforeaaid  ia  ten  limes  tbe  same  period 
of  tiaoe. 

AniB,  sir,  I  ask  what  necesrilr  there  is  for  Ihft 
rill?  By  an  act,  passed  the  third  of  March,  tS09^ 
'igbty  thousand  militia  were  pal  in  reqaisitioD, 
and  held  subject  lo  Che  orders  of  the  President  Of 
(he  United  States.  It  wiH  not  be  pretended  that 
tins  ia  not  a  Ibree  adequate  *•  the  ezig^wic*  tff 
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Out  country,  wUere  It  h«a  been  tbreateoed.  Why, 
(hen,  ire  we  cklled  tipoo  to  enact  a  new  law  to 
authorize  this  addttioml  detachmeDt.  when  the 
liw,  before  quoted,  \s  in  full  fbrce,  add  adeqaaie 
10 all  th«  pnrpmea  of  national  defiance;  at  least 
>a  far  Ki  snch  a  detachment  can  be  called  ni  effi- 
eient  force  1  If  h  shotild  be  said  that  there  would 
be  DO  mouef  appropriated  for  the  pirrpose,  I  need 
Dot  remark  that  proTJaion  can  be  made  in  (he 
general  appropriation  law  to  meet  this  object. 

If,  indeed,  this  is  iDtanded  lo  be  a  mere  ftaper 
tking,  a  formidable  force  without  any  teal  etist- 
eoce,  the  propoEition  is  too  despicable  to  Deed  8 
serious  reply.  I  have  never  been  taneht  to  be- 
Iie?e  thai  military  operations  were  to  be  carried 
<m  in  this  Way ;  nor  is  it  by  such  roeani  that  yonf 
OoTernment  can  be  made  respectable  abroad,  or 
yoar  citizens  efficiently  protected  at  home. 

&fr.  T.  was  vcareely  seated,  when  the  question 
was  called  for  by  one  of  thallepresentatiTes  from 
the  Slate  of  New  York,  (Mr.'I^MAB;)  and,  Mr. 
VuiHtiH,  showing  no  intention  to  rise,  the  Spbak- 
Bx  was  about  to  put  the  question,  when 

Hr.  Daka  rose  and  said,  be  bad  no  dtspMiiioa 
to  burden  fMMlemen  with  qaemivii^  when  they 
naoifetteil  lo  Utile  readiness  to  anewei  those  al- 
mdy  put  40  tbem.  He  mlist,  boirever,  be  p«r- 
micted  tvin^aire,  wbythenoBHcommiHiooedoS- 
Mi*  of  the  proposed  deUeliilKnt  Wf  te  to  be  imeA 
the  pay  allowed  by  kw  lo  the  milttia  in  seaeral, 
if  eaUed  inia  ika  actual  sarice  of  tba^nited 
S(h1m9  The  bill  plaoea  the  detaehmeni  on  the 
WQo  ntablisfaneat  with  tbe  Army  4i  tb»Uuied 
filtlca  as  lo  pay  «nd  emolmneDb.  Yet  tbcra  ex- 
ists a  law  applicable  to  the  whole  mititiB,  which 
fMridcs  puticuUity  for  their  pay  ni  ibe  rate  of 
aia  ddbca  and  Mity-sil  cents  per  nenih  for  the 
pnrales.  The  act  was  saaMd  in  January,  1796, 
■nd  ia  to  be  A)i*»d  in  Itia  (bird  rolume  of  the 
Lawa  of  the  United  State*.  I  trust  I  bare  tte 
right  te  bcM  the  act  r«ad,notwilbst8nding  the 
promptittde  With  which  the  ^ueaiiea  has  teen 
Mtkd  fat.  I  e«U,  nr,  for  lite  teadiag  of  the  act. 
riiM  Clerit  retd  the  three  Bret  seotimis  of  the 

Mr.  Varhom,  bfMasrach'asettsf,  then  rose.  H« 
»Wd  It  Was  dWBcnh  for  him  to  enter  tnio  all  the 
details,  Whicb  the  qnesttons  of  the  ffenilemen  im- 

Kied;  it  depended  iipon  the  sitnatloQ  of  the  dif- 
mt  psrta  of  the  country,  whether  theobjectibns 
tf  the  gentleman  from  Connecticut  (Mr.  TaLL- 
ManoE)  were  applicable.  It  was  not  necessary, 
ftom  the  pTonsWs  of  the  act,  tocull  this  out  of 
lliefreat  body  of  themititlaof  the  United  States. 
That  in  Massacfansetts  it  did  not  exempt  from 
fnitilia  duty  in  the  year  1797.  They  were  only 
•eketed  and  Officered,  and  ordered  to  be  equipped 
anil  in  readitiem  lo  march  at  a  moment's  warb' 
ing.  They  afterward  retnrsed  to  their  raeksand 
were  held  to  do  duty  there,  in  the  same  manner 
ks  if  they  had  not  been  detached.  If  the  argn- 
Uieirt  of  the  gentleman  was  correct  relative  to  a 
Aetacfament,  all  the  militia  of  the  United  States 
night  be  ondTMiplined.  aa  the  President  had  a 
rigftt  to  c»U  out  the  whole.  ■  Aa  to  tbe  otjaciion 


made  by  the  other  gentkmBn  from  ConnectiCDt, 
(Mr.  Daita,)  there  was  some  difference  in  the  pay 
projHised  to  be  allowed  by  this  bill,  to  the  militia, 
which  should  compose  the  detacbment,  bntii  was 
not  mnch  less.  The  difference  was  small,  from 
that  allowed  by  the  existins  law.  Mr.  Chairman, 
the  President  has  told  na  of  dreadful  depredations 
upon  our  commerce,  and  of  insults  and  inroads 
npon  our  territories ;  that  our  seamen  and  fellow- 
citiEens  are  imptesiwd,  and  itl-lresled  in  a  moot 
cruel  manner.  It  becomes  as,  air,  to  take  aome 
ineaatne  suitable  lo  the  occasion,  nnleas  we  Dcan 
to  show  the  world  that  we  possess  a  servile  and 
degraded  spirit.  And,  in  my  optnioa,  thb  is  that 
measbre. 

Mr.  OBiTTEirDEK,  of  Yerm(nit.--.Mr.  Speaker, 
what  may  bare  been  the  praetice  trader  the  law 
sntfaorixing  the  former  detaebmetrt  from  the  mi- 
litia in  that  part  of  the  Union,  spoken  of  by  the 
honorable  genllennn  from  Massaehnsetii,  (Mr. 
Tahitobi,^  Iwill  not  undertake  lo  say ;  but,  in  Hio 
Btate  which  I  bare  the  honor  to  represent^  and 
mcrdeBlarly  in  that  division  in  which  I  reside,  « 
aiffereniconsRUction  was  given  to  the  )aW  an- 
tboriiing  that  detachment,  and  k  very  diderest 
course  was  pursued. 

It  was  there  considered  thai  tbe  detachment 
trben  made,  being  under  the  command  and  direc- 
tion of  officen  selected  or  appointed  fbr  that  pniu 
poje,  cotild  netbeBUbjeet  lo  ine  command  of  (heir 
former  oScer&  aor  liable  lo  perform  the  ordinary 
military  duty  In  the  etwapentea  from  which  tfaef 
Were  detached.  And,  air,  this  was  held  oDt  as  an 
eneovragemem  to  those  who  would  Tolonteer  in 
that  service,  that,  altben^  thfey  were  liable  to  be 
called  into  actual  sertTce,"for  whfeh  Ibey  would 
receive  a  compensation,  tfae]^  would  not  be  liable 
>o  perform  the  ordinary  military  duties  in  the 
eompanies  from  whicll  they  were  detached.  If 
sit,  any  neceavity  exists  for  an  efficient  trrmea 
force  for  the  protection  of  our  country,  I  am  per- 
feetlv  prepared,  and.  I  piesnme,  as  willing  as  any 

Cleman  in  this  House  to  grant  snch  aid  to  the 
entire  of  the  United  States,  as  may  be  amply 
■affident  to  meet  any  expected  invaaion,  or  to 
support  any  measnte  that  has  the  protection  or 
honor  tf  the  nation  for  its  object  Neither,  sir, 
MB  I  wanting  in  my  confidence  in  a  Weil  organ- 
ked  militia  of  onr  country ;  hot  it  is  from  a  con'' 
victioD  on  my  mind  that  the  whole  military  forte 
of  aay  portion  of  the  United  Slates  might  be 
brought  into  the  field  to  repel  any  invasion  With 
mere  fbcjliiy  and  with  moch  less  expense  than 
the  same  number  of  the  proposed  detachment; 
one  brigade,  or  nt  least  one  division  of  which 
might  comprehend  a  whole  State. 

From  their  dispersed  situation  it  would  ti« 
almost  impossible  that  such  attention  should  be 
paid  to  their  arms,  eqoipment,  and  discipline,  as 
to  render  lh«n  an  eflieient  fbrce  for  the  protec- 
tion of  our  eonniry.  This  is  the  reason  which 
operates  on  my  mind  against  the  proposed  men»- 
are.  ft  is  noi  from  an  oppoaitioD  to  any  nteasate 
that  shall  have  for  its  Object  the  better  organ iza- 
tion  of  the  militia,  but  from  a  well-gromded  be- 
Itef  that  ihe  VAL  now  en  yoar  taUe  wiU  have  i 
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Qower  which  the  Kxecuiive  at  ibe  Uoiied  Slates 
has.  by  tbe  eiisting  law,  (the  Jaw,  a  reiieal  ol 
vbicb  is coDiemplaii'd  bv  (iii«  bill,)  to  call  out  a 
Euffiuieal  furce  to  answer  every  object  which  lh« 
esigeocies  of  our  couolry  may  require,  that  1  am 
decidedly  opposed  lo  tbe  passage  of  the  biU  now 
under  cnnsidecanon. 

Mr.  Vaknuh,  of  Massachusetts.— When  I  was 
up  before,  it  was  my  iDlention  to  have  utatrd  ihat 
the  moiire  fur  pas^iog  ibis  act  wan  an  a.ppri>prJa- 
tion  i  that  which  is  concaiaed  in  ihe  law,  ibe  re- 
peil  of  wbich  was  co  a  tern  plated,  haviog  expired 
Dy  a  general  provision  of  law,  which  niak«s  all 
approprialiuDs  lermiDaie  ai  the  end  of  mu  year*. 
.The  coiDDiiiiee  in  paying  aiieniioa  to  the  old 
law  found  that  it  was  permanent,  and  they- 
thought  it  more  conforinHble  lo  the  CoDsiituiion, 
that  ell  lavs  creating  a  miliiarf  esiabllshoieal 
thould  be  lemporarv.  The  other  provisiotii  ol 
the  bill,  directing  the  Presidect  to  make  tbe  ap- 
portioomeot  on  toe  difftrent  States,  was  tbougot 
to  be  «  mare  equal  and  jusi  mode  of  raising 
th^nt,  nther  ihan  »  ibe  present  act  provides  to 
Taiae  them  ia  any  part  of  the  United  Slates  at  bii 
discretion. 

Mr.  Q^iNCT,  of  Massachnxettii,  said,  that  thi 
reason  given  by  his  colleague,.(Mf.  Vahnuh  )  for 
passing  this  bill,  "that  we  ought  to  show  in 
'  the  preseni  Male  of  our  country,  that  we  do 
'  not  possess  a  servile  degraded  spirit,"  WMB  pi'i* 
eipal  reason  with  him  against  tbe  bill.  He  be- 
lieved that  if,  after  all  the  evidence  this  House 
had  received  of  tbe  temper  of  the  people,  and  of 
their  eipeciations  of  efficient,  real  measures  ' 
defence,  such  a  bill  as  this  was  to  be  the  fir 
fruit  of  a  seven  weeks'  deliheralioo,  it  woul 
indeed, 'indicate  that  out  spirit  was  servile  and 
degraded — at  leftst,  that  such  was  the  spirit  of 
this  House.  And,  indeed,  la  fact,  its  spirit  was, 
in  his  opioioo,  far  below  tbe  temper  and  spirit 
which  prevailed  in  tbe  community.  It  was,  in- 
deed, very  eitlraordinary  that,  afier  all  the  urgent 
demands  made  upon  us  by  the  people  sad  by  ihp 
President,  fur  various  augmentatioiu  of  our  forci 
that  the  first  step  we  publicly  lake  should  be,  at 
to  increase  the  power  of  tbe  Bzeculivearm,  but  I 
diminish  that  which  it  already  possesses.  If  thi 
was  the  real  character  of  this  bill,  he  thought  the 
caoclusion  inevitable,  that  a  House  which,  in  such 
a  sUte  of  public  afikirs  as  ours,  shotild  be  guilty 
of  sueh  an  act,  wa^  actuated  by  "a  servile  and 
degraded  spirit."  And  whatever  we  may  think  of 
it  ourselves,  I  have  great  feari  that  both  tbe  peo- 
ple and  foreign  nations  will  draw  that  conclusion 
cencerning  un.  That  this  was  no  increase  ol  Kt- 
ccntive  power,  but  a  real  diminution  of  it  was 

The  gentleman,  my  colleague, ^ Mr.  V&hndh.) 
bad  staled  three  rfasons  for  passing  the  preaeni 
*Dd  repealing  ibe  old  law.  Isl,  Tbe  want  of  an 
appropriation  for  th^  expense  of  the  detachment, 
This  ii  a  very^  good  reason  for  ati  appropriating 
act,  but  it  is  none  at  all  fof  an  act  repealing  the 
provisions  of  th«  old  law,  and  re-enaciieg  the 
*ame  aeailjr  ia  tbe  same  iuiok    2J.  His  smoii4 


reason  was,  that  the  former  act  was  pern 
this  temporary.  The  former  law  bad  been  passed 
1803,  by  tbe  gentlemen  who  now  cunsiiiuied 
e  majority  in  ibis  House.  It  had  been  suffered 
sleep  for  three  yearn,  and  now  at  tbe  very,  mo- 
ent  the  act  ii  about  lo  be  useful,  this  great  Con> 
tutional  discovery  is  made.  Ii  is  very  unluckjr 
that,  when  tba  people  expect  to  see  us  alive  to 
ibeir  protection,  we  are  alive  to  aothing  but  theo- 
retic questions  and*  Consiiiuiional  difficulties. 
The  third  reason  for  this  law  wa^  the  new  appot- 
lionment  of  the  detachment  of  militia  it  coniem- 
filaies.  In  Ibis  consists  the  mischief  and  imbecil- 
ity of  (he  measure.  By  the  law  of  1803,  which 
this  bill  proposes  to  repeal,  the  President  is  author- 
ized to  call  out  a  de.ttichment  of  eighty  thousand 
militia.  He  may  take  tbe  whole  from  any  part 
of  the  Union.  Wherever  the  exigency  requires, 
he  may  there  call  forall,  or  any  pert,  of  ihe  eighty 
thousand.  By  the  present  law,  the  detachment 
made  is  to  consist,  indeed,  of  a  bnndreJ  ihonsaod 
men  ;  but  this  number  is  to  be  apportioned  upon 
ihe 'Slates,  and  whatever  is  wanted  for  actual  ser- 
vice is  to  be  collected  from  serenieen  iodepend- 
eot  divisions,  in  a  country  fifteen  hundred  miles 
in  length.  Great  stress  was  laid,  when  this  sub- 
ject was  debated  in  Committee,  on  the  additional 
number.  Andmy  colleague(Mr.  Vabhuh)  asked 
"are  not  a  hundred  thousand  mee  more  than 
eighty  thousand  1  How.  then,  can  this  be  said 
not  to  beaa  increase  of  Executive  power?"  This 
iji  not  a  question  to  be  decided  by  mere  numbers. 
The  true  (juestion  is,  whether  this  is  a  real  in- 
crease of  efficient  power  1  Will  it  enable  tba 
Bxeeutive  to  defend  any  given  point  or  frontier 
of  Ibe  United  Slates  better  or  worse  than  tba 
existing  law?  Nuthin?,  to  mj  mind,  can  bt 
clearer  than  that  it  will  be  worse.  Suppose  an 
invasion  of  any  frontier — for  instance  the  disiriet 
of  Maine.  And  let  the  invading  force  be  iwentf 
thousand  men.  To  resist  which,  in  the  opinioa 
of  the  Bxecuti-ve,  thirty  ihonsand  would  be  ex- 
pedient. As  the  present  law  is,  tbe  President  may 
detach  the  whole  thirty  thousand  from  tbe  nailitia 
of  Massachusetts.  But,  pas*  tbiH  law  and  he  can 
only  deiacb  the  quota  of  Massachusetts,  say  Bt- 
teen  thousand,  and  then  must  hunt  up  the  defi- 
ciency in  New  York,  Connecticut,  and  Vermont. 
Can  there  be  a  question  which  gives  the  most 
•  fficient  power,  the  existing,  or  the  proposed  act  I 
Take  a  simple  view  of  the  case.  Suppose  a  man 
has  a  debt  to  pav  in  Massachusetts  wiibin  a  lim- 
ited lime,  lo  mnke  which  payment  eighty  dollars 
is  Mifficieot.  N()W,  which  is  ihe  most  eligible  and 
efficient  power,  to  have  the  ability  of  taking  upon 
credit  the  whole  hum  at  once  in  Massaebusettii  or 
to  be  obliged  to  lake  it  up  in  seventeen  division^ 
of  five,  ten,  and  fifteen  dollars,  in  each  of  the 
(Jniied  Siales  ?  In  common  life  no  question  could 
arise  touching  the  superiority  of  the  fornier  over 
tbe  latter  power,  in  laciliiy,  conveuience,  or  effi- 
ciency. And  I  can  see  none  in  political.  1  con- 
sider ibis  act  as  no  further  of  importance  than  as 
it  shows  the  temper  and  disposition  of  this  Housa. 
The  people  v*  anxiously  expecting  sam«  great 
. £|j(,m  „^    Whtle  wa,  aot  coat«ai  with 
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aolbine'.tre  doing  worse  than  DOibiag.  We 
kiog  [fle  >ra«ll  porlioD  of  Eieeaiive  power 
JEnientatuiD  of  the  eiglf()r  thoawnd 
tUf  0  to  a  huD  j^rnl  ihoaoDd  is  "  b  mere  lub  thrown 
to  ibe  whale."  in  ibe  hope  ihai.  while  amused  by 
titit,  ifae  real  character  of  [be  oew  proriajoos  msy 
CMapeobiwrfaiinn. 

Mr.  BuiBR,  or  New  Jersey,  spoke  in  favor  of 
Ibe  bill. 

Hi.  Bi(>welL|,  of  MasiBchiiseitii,  raid  thai  be  did 
MtcuBceiTe  this  subject  in  ibeinmeli^ht  with  his 
•oHeasue,  as  a  dimiiMitioa  of  the  efficient  power 
of  the  BieoDiive.  He  Ibougbt  the  object  was  to 
bave  the  militia  in  belter  conriiiion.  aod  to  hare 
tbrai  in  readlnesi  all  orn  the  United  Sutei.  And 
bj'  this  bill  a  certain  proporlioo  would  (husbepra- 
Tided  to  be  had  io  readinetis. 

Mr.  M«BTERB,  of  New  York,  said  that,  be  hoped 
the  bill  would  pasii ;  as  he  thought  froin  the  dis- 
positioo  he  had  seen  ia  ihe  House  it  wasall  it  was 
likelv  to  do.  He  wanted  exceedingly  lo  be  able 
lolelrhia  ranHituenIs,  we  hnd  done  something. 
When  I  go  hone,  and  tbey  a»k  me,  "  well,  hnTe 
you  made  pruvisioQ  for  fortifying  our  harbors  7"  I 
shill  answer  with  great  comfort,  no,  ''but  we  have 
atitborized  a  deiaeliiDent  of  a  hundrad  ihonsand 
nilitia."  Have  yun  raised  any  troops  to  repel 
Spanish  agnesaionti  "No;  bat  we- have  an 
thiirixed  a  aetaebmeot  of  a  hundred  thouHad 
militia."  Hare  you  taken  any  measures  to 
areoge  aar  impressed  fellow-oiiizeos  ?  '-No  ;  but 
ve  have  aulhOrizGd  a  detachment  of  a  hundred 
tboosaDd  tniliiik"  Have  you  hnilt  «ny  navy  fur 
the  protection  of  onr  commerce T  "No;  but  we 
baveautliorized  a  deiacliment  of  a  hundred  ihou- 
NDd  militia."  1  hope,  as  tre  are  likely  to  ret 
DOihiD^  else,  we  shell  at  least  have  the  aalishc- 
tioQ  ol  this  measure. 

Mr.  Dan*. — I  bad  not  particnlarly  attended  to 
the  present  bill  before  it  passed  to  the  third  read- 
ing, having  anppoeed  it  conformable  to  former 
■M*  relative  to  similar  iiubJFCtB.  OaezamiDHiioD, 
I  material  diversity  is  ob^rvable.  lidiSars  from 
(he  general  law,  with  respect  to  the  pay  of  non- 
BDmmissioDed  officers  and  private*  of  tha  militia 
When  called  into  the  service  of  the  United  States. 
Iftbeatlowances  to  them  under  that'law  are  fcnnd 
eo'calculatioD  to  besabstaniially  equivalent  to  the 
emoluments  allowed  by  law  to  tbe  troops  on  the 
military  establishment,  as  has  been  suggested  by 
tbe  gentleman  from  Massachuieils  on  my  left, 
(Mr.  Tahkom.)  I  aik  wiiere  is  the  oecewity  for 
varying  in  ibis  manner  from  the  furmer  law,  and 
thereby  giving  rise  to  questions  of  calculation  on 
ihegobject  of  pay  and  emoluments?  But,  waiving 
this  eon  side  rati  on.  I  observe  a  difference  from  for- 
mer laws  in  two  other  sections  of  the  bill. 

Tbe  Gfih  epcilon  purports  to  anthorize  the 
Preaident  to  call  into  adual  nerviceany  portion  of 
the  proposed  deiacbment  when  he  shall  jodge  ibe 
exigencies  ot  the  United  States  reqnire  i'.  On 
eomparinf  this  with  the  praviainnsof  the  Comli- 
tniion,  where  is  the  authority  for  giving  to  the 
Pmident  ibis  power  1  The  Constitution,  it  will 
b«found,ao(horiz-'a  Congress  ''to  provide  for  call- 
'  ing  forth  the  militia  to  execute  the  laws  of  the 


ion,  suppress  in^urrecliona,  and  repel  i 
IS."  The  power  of  the  General  Guverni 
ill  the  militia  into  actual  service,  is  cuns 
tionally  restricted  to  the  three  cases  specifically 
meoiioned.  Yet  the  bill  UDdertakee  to  give  iha 
President  a  general  discretionary  power  of  rom- 
manding  into  aervice  any  pan  of  the  detachmeot, 


B  whatever,  without 


his  pleasure,  for  any  c 
anv  limiifttion. 

i'he  fourth  Mction  of  tbe  bill  render*  the  de- 
tachment I  able  to  be  boldeo  in  service  for  six 
months  after  they  arrive  at  the  place  of  rendez- 
vous. Yet  the  established  law  relative  to  tbia 
militia  does  not  require  ibem  ''  to  serve  more  thati 
three  moalh*  after  their  arrival  at  the  place  of 
rendezvous,  in  any  one  year."  Why  should  the 
proposed  deiacbment  be  subjected  to  a  burdenso 
unequal  as  that  of  serring  in  the  field  for  twica 
the  ushbI  teriD  1  Ought  they  to  be  thus  com- 
pelled to  perform  double  duty  1 

Bat,  my  main  objeciioa  to  ibis  bill  is  the  effica- 
cy of  its  provision),  [fany  measure  is  to  be  adop^ 
ed  for  maintaining  our  nttiotial  rights,  let  ureoa- 
template  &  solid,  eSfctual  defenee.  The  pmeat 
bill  holds  forth  the  idea  of  providing  a  military 
force.  Bui  the  President,  bj;  the  general  law  of 
Ibe  Union,  ia  already  authorized  to  call  forth  tbe 
militia  in  the  cases  specified  by  the  Coostituiion. 
If  I  considered  this  bill  as  adding anytbiDg  lo  the 
efficiency  of  our  militia,  I  should  not  oppose  Iha 
general  provision.  I  have  no  disposition  to  dia- 
pa rage  our  militia;  but  1  deem  such  a  detach- 
ment as  that  to  be  wholly  inadequate  to  tbe  sup- 
port of  our  claims  in  the  places  where  we  may 
expect  attacks,  if  attacked  at  alt.  My  objection 
is  not  that  I  do  not  believe  our  militia  to  be  hmra 
and  zealous  for  the  public  welfare.  Bravery  and 
zeal  alone  do  not  decide  the  condicta  of  armies. 
Brave  aa  the  militia  unqueitlianably  are,  tbey 
should,  for  operations  in  the  field,  be  well  eoiMp- 
ped  end  disciplined.  That  they  may  be  of  eSecl- 
ual  service,  especially  at  a  distance  from  ibeir 
homes,  equipment  and  ditoiplineare  esseniial.  U 
this  bill  added  anything  to  the  eqnipment  of  the 
militia,  or  to  tfaeir  discipline,  or  to  tbe  mutual  con- 
fidence of  tht  officers  aod  men,  if  in  aay  point  of 
military  importance  it  aided  or  promised  to  aid 
then,  I  would  give  to  the  general  principle  my 
support.  But  r  have  not  iKen  able  to  discover 
that  the  bill  makes  any  sneh  additioo,  or  gives  oba 
essential  aid  to  ibe  eiisting  militia  system,  if  Ibis 
be  all  the  plan  of  defence  proposed  to  be  adopted, 
I  am  free  to  declare  I  do  not  consider  it  as  eSect- 
ively  anything.  Is  there  an  officer,  accustomed  to 
service,  who  will  say  that  it  is?  Is  there  ona 
military  man  who  willa.'raert  that,  when  the  pro- 
ject of  thua  detaching  militia  was' tried  formerly, 
any  nraclieal  advaoiage  resulted  from  it?  If  he 
should  dissert  this  with  respect  lo  his  part  of  the 
country,  the  case  appeara  to  have  been  very  dif- 
ferent in  other  parts.  My  colleague  (Mr.  Tau/- 
HjiiraB)  has  mentioned  the  effect  of  making  such 
a  deiaahm«it  in  Connecticut.  Its  opetaiioo  in 
another  Stale  has  been  mentioned  by  the  gentle- 
mnn  from  Vermont,  (Mr.  CBiTTEHnEN.)  The 
effect  was  injoriuus  rather  than  baoeficiid.    If  I 
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MBudered  thlias  ao  a&ir  ormflr»p>iier,  laboold 
kave  less  oiuse  for  objectiofl.  It  would  be  then 
bnl  ■  DuUiif.  At  present,  [-deem  it  wone  than 
a  BBliitr.  It  is,  therefore,  treated  hramblT 
when  it  U  ■poken  of  oa  being  meralf  uieless 
psper. 

In  reflecting  OB  the  atue  of  our  pnUic  affaira. 
will  an  J  geatlemaa  seriouslr  sa]r  that  the  oropowd 
detachmeDt  can  be  efieclirely  sermMme  it  itae 
pcdnta  where  hostile  enterpnac*  will  fnAMy  be 
stiempted,  if  anf  Where  1  The  gentleman  ffom 
HaaMobnaetu,  who,  ■■  ebainnan  of  the  Kleei 
comnittee,  preseated  this  bill  (Mr.  Vabkdk)  haa 
■poken  of  (he  matitinae  injuries  eommitled  bf  the 
British,  and  baa  refcired  lo  the  Upoied  state  of 
oat  poru  aod  seaboard.  Will  that  gentleoiaa  uv 
that  this  is  the  speeics  of  defence  l^  which  such 
iniurles  wre  to  be  repelled  T  Are  our  niiitiaia  be 
Buched  to  tbe  Ailaatic  border  of  tbe  tJoioa,ai)d 
there  be  ordered,  withoDi  fortiftcatioBi,  to  protect 
the  commerce  aad  ports  aud  coast  againtt  tbe 
|»edatory  acUTilv  of  erery  maritime  force  under 
aay  belli|^at  flag  1  We  do  not  Mriourif  pro- 
{MM  thus  to  parade  om  militia  with  their  ntUekets 
ttou  the  extent  of  our  shores,  in  ep|)aiitioD  lo 
koMM  ahipa  of  war. 

Ifaajrwiiere  the  military  force  of  the  Uaien  is 
U>  be  effioieDtljr  employed  for  maintaining  tenitO' 
rial  alKou,  it  u  oa  our  Soathern  froatier,  or  it* 
Tioiaity,  that  we  should  fix  out  attentiofl.    And 


there,  how  it  the  proposed  detachment  t*  be 

dcradeffectirel    Incase  CFfhoatility 

tar,  it  must  be  eiihec  on  the  islawl  of  New  Or- 


D  thatqaar- 


n  relation  to  the  Floridas,  or  west  of  the 
Idiaetwippi,  on  some  pan  of  the  territory  elaim- 
•d  as  Laoisiaaa.  In  no  other  pladc  is  thine  af 
^mat  any  probability  of  our  haTrng  a  hostile 
oolljsion  on  wad.  But  it  then  a  man  in  lliis 
House  whs  will  ta^  that  there  is  any  Conetitd- 
tiOMftl  power  rested  m  tbe  President  to  marcli  tbe 
militia  beyond  the  limitB  of  the  United  Stales  as 
CaedbytheTieaty  ofPeaoein  1783  7  Who  will 
adveatnre  to  affirni,-ch«t  osr  militia  caa,  nnder 
the  present  CoottilMion,  be  compelled  to  mareh 
to  New  Orleans,  or  below  the  tbiTiy-6nl  d^ree 
•f  Wtitnde  1  is  it  intended  to  march  tbeoa  oat  of 
the  United  Stales  to  repel  any  tnritorial  aggres- 
•ions  of  the  Spaniards,  to  drive  ihem  from  the 
Mississippi  eastward  beroad  tbe  Perdido,  or  back 
to  ihe  Kio  Bravok  on  the  west  7  No  geDileman, 
ia  debate,  has  preieaded,  none,  I  trust,  will  pre- 
tend, that  there  exist*  coatticutioiially  such  pown 
erer  tbe  militia. 

Thus  it  anpeara  that,  with  rtspeet  to  eSeetire 
operation*,  Ine  militia,  proposed  to  be  detached, 
can  be  of  no  aerrice  in  aiy  of  the  places  where 
ther^  is  any  probability  of  oai  wanting  a  military 
forces  They  cannot  be  brought  to  bsai  opoa  Ihe 
^int*  where  the  force  may  M  requisite. 

What,  then,  is  the  true  character  of  the  preaeal 
bill  as  a  mcKsare  of  defence  7  Thb  is  the  mystery 
of  the  a&ir.  It  seems  like  aomelhing.  la  real- 
ity it  is  noihii^.  Let  us  not  complitDeat  our  own 
sagacity  at  die  expense  of  that  of  [he  whole  peo- 
ple of  the  Uaiied  Sutes.  This  bill  ought  not  to 
taislead  any  paruw.    It  il  not  adqilad  to  gifo  to 


Ihe  coantry  any  additional  ■ecurlly.  If  it  wero 
such  as  to  evince  a  fixed  attention  to  arrange  a 
system  of  ^eacioas  messares  for  assuring  tbo 
prelection  of  our  national  rights,  if  it  were  sdch  as 
to  ezeite  any  aentiment  of  awe,  or  to  coeamant 
respect  from  any  foreign  Power,  if  It  were  fitted 
10  inspire  a  confidence  of  security  to  one  man, 
woman,  or  child,  within  tbe  United  Sutes,  any 
of  these  coosi derations  might  afford  a  reason  ftf 

ETing  it  my  rote.  Bat  to  arrange  in  tegbladre 
rm,  merely  a  catlectioa  of  words,  witboot  a«y 
possible  eAcieney  or  ase,  and  pat*  them  for  m 
measare  of  defence  throogh  ibis  Hom^  U  a  pro- 
cedure of  labarioin  nihilitv,  in  which  I  ala  itM 
willing  to  «o-operale,  under  ihe  pnseat  aerloM 
aspect '(rf  our  public  aohir*. 

The  bill  was  then  paiaed,  79  riaiag  in  Aeaftiaa^ 


ToEaDiY,  Jannary  38. 

A  petition  i^  the  Prendeats  of  the  incorpotated 
Marine  laturanee  Companies,  in  the  city  of  Ne# 
Yotk.  on  bebsif  of  the  said  companies,  waa  pw 
seated  and  repd,  praying  that  provisioa  may  ha 
(Dade  by  law  for  granting  register*  to  iaeerpotai- 
td  losBTsaea  Companies  for  svch  Tosaels  «{  tha 
United  States  a*  may  become  their  property,  with* 
oat  reqaiiiDg  tha  oath  how  preseriMd  to  be  lakea, 
ao  that  Ihey  may  be  enabled  to  dispose  of  such 
TMseb,  with  all  the  prititegee  that  betoo^  la 
Iheea  at  the  time  of  their  eeiiUTe  and  deteBtim^— 
Referred  lo  the  Oommiute  of  CammfenM  end 
UannlhctiVes. 

The  SpaaKSK  laid  before  tbe  Home  a  lettet 
from  the  Seeretary  «f  the  Nary,  enctoaiag  ah  «» 
timalc  of  Ihe  astiual  txpehee  of  snpportia^,  ia 
actual  serricerlhe  whole  of  the  frigate*  aad  smal* 
ler  vessd*  BO*  betohging  lathe  Nary  of  the  U&it- 
(d  States,  Id  pnrtnanca  Ota  reiohition  of  the  Hoaft 
of  Ike.  twenty-4bwrlb  ineUbt)  which  was  read) 
and  oommtHcd  to  a  Covaailitea  of  the  whole  Howa 
oa  the  state  of  Ih*  Union. 

Mr.  AaaroM,  frain  the  aonmitua  appaunted  ata 
the  sixteenth  inBiaM,  presented  a  bill  declariai 
the  asaeat  of  Congress  lo  an  act  of  the  Oooetal 
Assettiblr  of  the  State  of  Nonh-  Caralina ;  wkidk 
was  read  twice,  and  conuniiled  to  «  CAmnttlaa 
of  the  Whole  iMaatiait. 
Oa  motion,  it  was 

Jtetolved,  That  the  committee  appointed  on  the 
eighteeath  day  of  December  last,  lo  inqaire  whe- 
ther any.  aad,  if  ady,  what,  alMfations  ace  neeea- 
*ary  in  the  taws  respecting  compea*atimi  to  grand 
and  other  jator*,*uanwBed  lo  *erre  in  tbe  coutti 
of  the  United  Scales,  be  iastraated  to  inquire 
whether  any,  and,  if  any,  what,  altwation*  ate  aa- 
eeasary  in  the  law*  proridiag  corapeaaation  to 
marsbalsj  and  that  they  hara  Uave  to  report  bf 
bill  or  otherwise. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Smii-ib,  Ihe  aeleet  commiuea 
to  whom  was  referred  so  much  of  the  Meaaage  of 
[be  Prnidsot  of  tbe  United  States,  of  the  17th 


s  relates  te  (be  i 


•!!?;" 


tnt  of  oor  H 


en,  was  discharged  from  it*  further  cOB*idera- 
n,  and  the  mbieet  raferrod  t«  a  Coiomitteo  of 
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PotomtK  Bridge-Nmh-at  iksht: 


ti.orTk. 


the  Wbols  OD  tb  itate  <4  tlu  Uoion,  vUbotU  a 
dlrinoB. 

On  molioD  of  Mr.  Tbohas,  th<  Committee  oj 
Wajre  wd  Mettu  sere  dinsbarged  from  the  eon- 
mdonttOD  ofsomuobof  llteHewageof  ihePrMi- 
Ant  H  relates  |o  depredatioDs  oomiBitMd  on  oui 
ColoDwI  tnde,BB4i  tbeiubjcct  TefMTedleaCom- 
mittee  oTlbe  whole  Home  on  the  tttte  of  the 
Vuoa,  vitJwut  a  divUioB. 

POTOMAC  BBn>GE. 

The  Boase  treni  into  Committee  of  ibe  Whole 
on  the  report  of  a  select  committee,  in  faror  of 
amboriztBi;  a  bridze  to  be  erected  o*er  the  river 
Potomac,  at  the  Cily  of  Washingioo. 

Mr,  Ely  «poke  in  favor  of  the  report,  aod  Messrs. 
Blliot,  Fiholet,  and  Nei-eoN  against  it;  when 
the  Committee  rose,  and  obtained  leave  to  sit 
acaiD. 

Mr.  Skilib  renewed  his  tnoiion  for  ^iscbarging 
the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  from  ibe  fur- 
ther considertiioD  of  that  part  of  the  Message  of 
tile  President  that  relates  to  the  invasion  of  neu- 
tral right*.  I 

Mr.  OtriNCT  wfA  Mr.  3.  C.  Hmm  opposed  the 
notion,  and  Mr.  Jackson  enforced  iL  The  two 
Drat  gentlemen  hBTiog:  recoin  in  ended  a  sDspeD- 
lion  of  the  motion  until  the  chsinnan  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means  (Mr.  J.  EAunoi-PH) 
sboDid  be  in  his  place,  Mr.  Jac^so^  concludf  a 
his  remarks  bf  moving-  an  adjournment,  that  the 
consideration  of  the  motion  might  be  the  next  daj 
entered  upon  as  tmfinisbed  business,  and  an  op- 
portunity be  given  by  the  detav  to  the  clutirmao 
of  the  com^ilee  to  be  in  his  place. 

Thenaotioo  for  adjoDrnment  prevailed— yeas  60. 

WmMTMDAT,  January  9B 
A  meiaage  was  received  from  the  Senate  in- 
ftmning  the  Hoose  that  the  Senate  have  passsed 
«  Mil,  entitled  "An  act  to  empower  Oeorge  Rapp 
aod  hi*  associates,  of  the  Society  of  Harmony,  to 
parchaie  eenain  lands ;"  to  which  they  desire  the 
cMienrreoce  of  this  Home. 

A  Message  was  received  from  the  President  of  the 
United  States,  enclosing  a  memorial  from  the  mer- 
ehanti  of  Baltimore,  on  the  depredations  commit- 
ted on  the  ci»amerce  of  the  United  States,  which 
wa»  referred  (o  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the 
atate  of  the  Union. 

NKUTRAL  RIGHTS. 

Mr.  Jaoxsox  called  for  consideratioB  of  tbeon- 
fiuahed  business  of  yesterday,  viz:  itie  nMiioo  of 
Mr.  Bmilie  to  discharge  the  Committee  of  Ways 
nod  Means  from  the  further  consideration  of  so 
inach  of  the  Praidenl's  Message  as  relates  to  the 
""■""I  of  neutral  rights  by  some  of  the  belliger- 
ent Powers.  On  taking  up  this  business  the 
Hb«ae  divided— yeas  37:  carried. 

The  MOlura  having  been  submiued  from  the 
Chair,  Mr.  Dawaoii  opposed  it.  He  said  the 
wish  oflhegenilemMi  fron  Pennsylvania  to  brinr 
tUs  subject  nader  the  view  of  the  Committee  o7 
the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  U«ion  might  at 
■u^tHDe  be  fralifted  by  going  into  "^ 


and  moving  any  resolofioo  he  might  see  fit,  ae  the 
Message  ffeneriUly  anis  referred  to  the  Commillee 
rftbeWnde  on  the  state  of  the  Union.  He  ba> 
lieved,  however,  that  the  floor  of  tbe  Hoase  wss 
not  the  proper  place  to  make  declarations  of  what 
is  the  I«w  of  nations.  He  believed  that  a  volume 
of  such  declaratieoa  would  be  ofneavaili  it  was 
their  daty  to  act  and  not  to  declare  on  snch  sub- 
jests;  and  whenever  the  gentleman  from  Penn- 
sylaaaia  or  tnyotttet  gsolleman,  would  bringfoi- 
ward  measures  calculated  to  prevent  an  jnflraetioB 
of  ou  neotral  rights,  they  ahonid  receive  his  mp' 
pest.  At  present  he  must  be  against  adopting  tkt 
resolntion. 

Mr.  Shiue  said  he  did  not  eipect  any  of^oet 
tionto  the  motion  be  had  made.  If  the  Commia- 
lee  of  Ways  and  Means  should  be  discharged 
from  the  business,  it  would  (onse^aently  come 
before  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state 
of  the  Union  withont  any  motion,  as  the  Message 
was  generally  before  that  eommittec. 

In  lenly  lo  the  remark  that  this  motion  wonid 
he  treating  the  Committee  of  Wava  and  Means 
with  disrespect,  Mr.  SMtt.tE  said,  ne  dionghl  Uie 
gronnd  on  which  he  had  plaeed  the  business  would 
have  trmoved  every  idea  of  the  kind.  He  did 
not  say  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  wete 
not  as  competent  to  the  business  as  any  other 
selset  or  standing  eommttlee ;  but  he  had  declared 
hpm  the  banning  that  in  his  opinion,  in  point 
of  principle,  the  reference  ought  to  havs  been 
made  to  tbe  Committee  of  the  Whole.  This  ia 
the  ninth  week  of  the  session,  and  geotlemen 
charge  ua  with  having  done  nolhmg.  Do  not 
geatfemsn  see,  from  the  stats  of  the  Committee 
of  W^s  and  Means,  that  this  course  has  becona 
abednttly  neoessary?  Shall  a  buainesa  of  the 
first  important  that  can  oocoiduringtheseuionj 
be  negiected  <«  this  aeeennt  1  Hot  only  the  eyes 
ef  allAraeriaa,  but  likewise  of  all  Enrope,  are 
looking  with  anxiety  on  Ae  steps  which  we  shall 
take  in  this  business ;  for  all  tbe  maritima  Pow> 
era  of  Eaiopa  are  interested  In  this  gseat  qsestioii 
relati*«  to  nential  rt^ts.  An  we,  then,  in  eoik- 
saqnenee  af  the  deranged  sination  of  a  sekai 
eowmitlefc  lo  renai*  srith  ow  hands  tiad  Bpl 

^yaelf  I  do  think,  that  tbe  intereoU  of  «n 

eooatrv  sail  iqwn  us  lo  take  immediaie  sle|)a.  I 
repeal  ii,  that  «■  a  similar  oeeasian  with  uis,  n 
similar  ceume  was  pvnned.  Oeatlemen  wall  !»• 
membsr,  that  in  the  third  Congress,  when  we  ba* 
fore  snffered  fnm  the  misaondoct  of  Qreat  Britain, 
certain  rcsolglions  which  beoama  the  subject  of 
discoision  origimtedin  a  Committee  of  the  whole 
House.  What^deed,  are  we  to  eapeel  from  iha 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Meaiis?  Are  they  in 
possession  of  the  getreral  sense  dTthe  House  on 
this  subject,  as  a  guide  in  making  their  report? 
This  is  not  ibe  ease,  as  we  have  hM  do  discussion 
of  the  subject ;  and  until  it  shall  be  brought  under 
a  view  of  a  Committee  of  the  whole  House,  it  ie 
impossible  to  teli  in  what  the  opinions  of  mem- 
bers will  centre. 
Mr.  Jaoebon.— I  hat«  but  a  si 

to  make  in  addition  to  those  w 

from  the  gentleaian  from  Penoaylvania.    Bo  far 
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as  rplatps  ro  myseir,  ti  U  Dot  niy  object  to  diiicuta 
inCummilieeorihe  Whole,lheab>l(*ciqiieiilioDH 
of  [he  Uw  uf  DSlioDs,  but  lu  adopt  roeBKure^  for 
the  eS^iual  reaisiaoce  aad  puDishmem  of  the  in 
fraelioD  of  ibMe  laws,  as  far  as  we  can.  If,  ac- 
cording to  lb*  eoane  pointed  out  by  my  col  leas  ue, 
anv  resotutioo  »bould  be  submiiied  od  this  ^ubjeci 
ID  CommitieQ  ol  Ihe  Wbole,  it  will  be  objrclcd 
tbat  the  subject  is  before  a  slaDdiot  cniomiiiee, 
and  it  will  be  raid  to  be  disrespectful  to  act  od  it 
UQiil  the;  xball  bare  rqmried.  If  my  colleagae, 
tberefore,  be  of  opinion,  tbat  we  should  adopt  any 
effieieot  and. prompt  meanurrs,  ibe  belter  and 
speedier  way  will  be  for  him  lo  join  in  the  mo- 
tion. 1  hope  lb*  laotiaa  will  prevail.  In  the 
aame  of  hearen,  if  we  ara  Dol  disposed  to  do 
anyibio)!,  let  oa  tell  the  people  so. 

Mr.CaowNiKaaiBLo.— Prom  the  beginning  I  was 
opposed  to  referring  I  hit  subjeelto  the  Committer 
of  Ways  and  Meant.  I  saw  do  reason  for  its 
^oing  to  a  siaading  committee.  Without  meao- 
10^  to  cost  any  censure  on  the  Commiiiee  of 
Wayiand  Mrans,  I  am  in  favor  of  the  motion. 
We  hare  been  in  sesxioo  seven  or  eight  weHta — 
the  reference  was  made  aa  early  as  ihe  6th  of 
Di-cember,  and  we  have  yet  no  report.  The  quea- 
tioQ  is  perhaps  as  ineresling  a  one  as  has  beea 
presented  sioce  the  establishment  of  a  National 
QuTernmeiit  Whatis  aarsitjation'?  Ourships 
are  plundered  in  every  sea,  our  teamen  are  im- 
pressed, Ibree  thousand  ofthem  are  in  the 


We  a 


miMl  B 


I,  aad  i 


But  proper  thai  aoy  belii^erent  oalion  should 

Elojr  them  in  this  manoer.  Like  the  geotleman 
■om  Virginia,  [  am  ready  to  act.  I  want  do  report 
to  guide  ray  decision.  1  am  prepared — not  for 
war  measures,  but  fijr  a  non-iateroourse  act  with 
Great  Britain.  1  am  milling  to  susnend  all  inter- 
cuuria  with  Great  Britain  uDiil  she  shall  give 
back  ibe  shipr  she  has  stolen  from  ua,  and  the 
aeamea  she  forcibly  detains.  1  shall  not  be  more 
ready  to  take  this  step  after  a  report  from  tha 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Mi-ans  than  1  am  dow. 
The  simple  question  is,  whether  we  shall  abandon 
trade  aliogviher,  or  reaiM  the  unjust  araTenMuiis 
nadeupunit7  But  it  waanotm.|r  object  lo  rising, 
to  go  any  length  into  the  subieci;  1  only  r»ic  to 
Ciprees  my  opinion  in  ^vor  of  the  coarse  pointed 
out  by  the  motion.  /The  Commiitee  of^Waya 
and  Mea«9  ia  derao^d,  dlsorganiied ;  two  mem- 
bers are  ahwnt,  and  ihe  Chairman  unfortunately 
IS  sick.  We  bare  do  eippcteiion  of  a  report;  it 
may  doi  come  till  the  end  of  ihe  session. 

Mr.  Ghego. — I  rise  to  eipresH  a  similar  opiuitw 
with  the  gentleman  who  baa  just  sat  down. 

I  am  in  favor  of  the  motion  for  the  res  roi  is  which 
be  has  assigned  and  for  anoiher  reason;  for  the 
sake  of  ccinalKtenoy.  Though  the  subject  be  re- 
ferred to  Ibe  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  il 
is  likewise  referred  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 
on  the  state  of  Ihe  Union.  The  memorials  from 
the  merchants  of  New  York  and  Philadelphia 
have  taken  this  lalier  courHC.  This  brinfs  the 
subject  before  a  Gummiitee  of  the  Whole.  We 
are  under  the  same  obligation  lo  take  up  the  bu>i- 
luat  of  oiu  aoBttiliieius  a*  iba  Unsage;  and  aa 


the  businesa  is  of  the  greatest  troportanee  1  hope 
Ibe  whole  i<ulneel  will  be  referred  to  a  Cum- 
mirtee  of  the  Whute. 

Mr.  BiDWELL. — The  gentleman  Tom  Pennsyl- 
vaoia  hasaniiciiiated  me  in  an  idea  whichlmmit 
Id  have  ezjireiaedi  Asthv  principal  document  oa 
this  Bubjeci  is  the  Message  of  the  President,  I 
think  it  proper  that  tbat  shoMld  be  placed  with 
ibe  same  committee  charged  with  ibe  memofiab 
of  merchants  from  different  towns.  Another  rea- 
son may  be  mentioned  in  favor  of  this  course  of 
pruce  ure.  At  the  commencement  of  the  session 
there  was  a  strong  reason  for  referring  the  subject 
to  a  special  committee.  It  was  a  priucipnl  object 
at  that  lime  to  inquire  into  the  eiieot  and  degree 
of  the  tnjuiies  received  from  belligerent  natiuns} 
as  since  that  time  we  have  received  full  iDforma- 
tion  on  those  points  from  ibe  Executive  Deparl- 
meni,  that  reason  ia  done  away,  aod  there  is  do 
necessity  for  any  iDrestigaiion  by  a  select  com- 

The  motion  lo  discharge  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means  was  then  agreed  to — yeas  68. 

NOW-INTERCOURSB. 

Mr,  Obeoo  said,  that  be  considered  ibeiosulta 
offirred  to  our  Qovernment,  and  the  injuriea  done 
10  our  citizens  by  EOme  of  ihe  belligerent  nations, 
to  be  of  su<^h  a  nature,  as  to  demand  the  inter- 
pa^ilion  of  Governmeat  to  obtain  redress.  It  ap- 
peared from  the  memorials  and  remoniiirRDcea  of 
Ibe  merchanls  of  New  York,  Pniladelphia,  and 
other  of  our  seaport  towns,  now  on  our  lable,  as 
well  as  from  Executive  communications,  tbat 
vFS!>eU  the  baaa  Jidt  property  of  citizens  of  ihe 
United  Stales,  have  been  seized  by  their  rmisers, 
and  Ibey  and  iheir  cargoes  condemned,  cootrerr 
to  our  rights  as  a  n  uirsl  naliou,  and  to  what  bat 
long  been  rouKidered  as  the  lawof  nations  on  thit 
subject.  Ort-al  numbers  of  our  fellow-ciiizens 
have  been  impreswd,  and  not  withstunding  our 
repealed  remonstrance*,  ihcy  are  cruelly  retained 
in  bondage,  and  curapelled  to  act  iu  a  service, 
perhaps  very  abhorrent  from  their  feelings,  far 
from  ibeir  cuunirv  and  Iheir  friends.  To  these 
insults  and  injuries,  said  Mr.  Q.,  we  can  no  longai 
submit,  unless  we  are  willing  to  .surrender  that  in- 
dependence which  has  been,  and  I  trust  alwayi 
will  be  our  pride  and  our  boast.  Su  great  are 
ibene  injuries  and  aggreiu-ions,  and  bo  unrerail- 
linglr  are  they  jiersevtred  in,  that  1  do  not  know 
but  tnat  tbey  might  be  coni^idered  as  a  sufficient 
cause,  OB  which  to  ground  a  declaralioo  of  war. 
Tbat,  however,  is  not  my  object.  I  deprecate 
war.  and  will  not  agree  to  resort  to  ii,  uniil  other 
means,  which  we  have  in  our  power,  are  tried  i* 
vain.  We  do,  I  think,  powrns  means,  which,  if 
properly  used,  eaniuit  fail  of  accumplithiog  Ibe 
object.  To  these  I  hope  we  will  now  rwort  aud 
for  the  purpose  of  bringing  them  into  view,  1  will 
submit  a  reaoluiion  to  the  consideration  of  the 
House,  reserving  any  further  observaiions  on  the 
subject,  until  the  rt-solaiion  shall  be  taken,  up  ia 
Cummitiee  uf  the  Whde  on  the  siaie  of  the  Uaion, 
to  which  1  inMnd  roovinx  its  refrrenee. 

Mi.QBttMikOBDffcrodUwfiillowi^reaoliilioa: 


413 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESa 


414 


jAliDiHT,  1806. 


H.  OF  R. 


Whereu  Great  Britain  imprenei  citiiclil  of  the 
tTnited  Stale*,  and  compeU  Ihem  lo  aerre  on  board  her 
■hipi  of  war,  and  alao  aeizei  and  oondemni  veHela  be- 
longing lo  citiirna  of  the  United  ButFa.  and  theti  car- 
goea,  being  tbe  (ona/tle  property  of  Anierieandtiian*, 
■ot  eoDtrvband  of  nar,  and  Qot  proceaiting  lo  placn 
berieged  or  blockaded,  onder  the  pratail  of  their  beiag 
engaged  in  time  of  war  in  a  trade  with  her  enemiea 
which  waa  not  allowed  in  time  of  peace: 

And  whereaa  the  GsTernmenI  of  the  United  States 
ha*  repeatsdlj  lemonatrated  to  the  Britiah  Ooiemment 
■gainet  thete  iojariea,  and  demanded  Mtiafaction  theio- 
lor,  but  without  affect; 

Therebre,  Ruoktd,  That  ottti)  eqttitable  and  atfii- 
hotorj  arrangemanla  on  these  point*  ahall  be  made 
between  the  two  Gorerameat*,  it  ii  expedient  tbat 

from  and  after  the da;  of no  gooda,  warM. 

or  merchandiae,  of  the  growth,  prodact,  or  DUnofaMare 
^Qreat  Britain,  or  of  any  ef  the  c«lonieanr  dependen- 
dea  tbareof,  Ought  to  be  imported  Into  the  Uaitad  Sutaa. 
Frwided,  however,  tbat  wiwuaMT  arraogenient*  deeii»- 
ad  aatisfaclorj  b;  the  Preaident  of  the  Unit«d  States 
aball  lake  place,  it  ahall  be  lawful  for  him  by  proclama- 
tion to  fix  adayanwhkh  thepwhibttiaii  afcrntajd  iball 

The  Hooae  bariog  agreed  to  conaider  ibit  resi- 
Imioo, 

Mr.  Tbohab  Mid  he  had  Hconded  the  motJOD 
of  Ihe  g«Dllcina(i  from  PcDOsylTania,  aod  sljould 
aire  it  hia  decided  aupporL  It  would  hotverer 
UTC  suited  him  belter,  had  it  f^ooe  still  further, 
aod  interdicted  all  aommerciaf  iotercourse  with 
thai  nation,  tintil  sheahould  cme  tooouimitdep- 
rrdaliooa  on  DDr  euaiiDerce,  impress  our  cilizenii 
on  the  high  seaaia(o  berMrvice,  and  abaaduo  ibe 
aew  priDciples  vhich  *he  bad  lately  interpolated 
in  ibe  mariiima  code:,  and  whiob  be  cooMdered  as 
«B}uet  as  ihoy  were  nnauihorized  by  tbe  aekaow 
leufed  law  of  oatiooa. 

Bat  as  unaniratijr  in  the  I/egialature  of  the  na- 
tion  waa  desirable  at  all  times,  and  particularly  so 
on  greai  DitionalqueaiioDs,  be  was  disposed,  id  or- 
der lo  produce  thai  mult  on  the  present  ocoaaiun, 
toyieldapariof  hisowoopiaioBioBaeet  theriew* 
of  other  gcDileiaeo. 

The  present  was  an  important  queatlan  and  he 
hoped  ihe  boeonble  mover  woold  eODseal  thai  it 
should  lie  a  day  or  two  for  consideration,  and  oiot- 
•d  ibat  it  be  printed. 

Ur.  Qreoo  .<aid  his  wish  was  to  refer  ibe  reso- 
luiion  lo  a  Cummiitee  of  ihe  Whole  on  the  state 
of  the  Union;  and  made  a  motion  lo  that  effect 
which  waa  agreed  lo  without  a  division,  and  the 
iVmlaiign  ordered  to  be  printed. 

POTOMAC  BRIDOG. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Thokmoh,  the  House  affain 
lesotTed  itartf  inio  a  Commiiia  of  ibe  Wbiile — on 
the  report  of  aselpcmmmiiteeio  favor  of  auibo- 
rizin^  the  errotion  of  a  hrid^  over  the  Potomac. 
Mi>nr:<.  Thompsoh.  Clark  and  Elubr.  advo- 
cated; aod  MessM.  EAaLv,  Sloan, and  Fihdley 
apposed  the  report;  whro  ibe  C'<mmiuee   rose, 
without  coming  to  a  deciaioo,  and  obtained  leave 
to  ail  again. 
AaJ  OQ  motion,  the  Home  a^onTDed. 


TBtnaPAT,  January  30. 

The  bill  senl  from  ihe  Senate,  enlilied  "An  aet 
TO  empower  GeorKe  Rapp  and  his  iKsociaies.  of 
the  Society  of  Msrra<iny,  to  purchase  certain 
laoila,"  v^  read  twice*  anil  coniniitied  lo  a  Com- 
miliee  of  the  Whole  on  Mooday  next. 

Mr,  Btanpobd,  from  the  cumniiiiei;  appoialed 
on  Ihe  tweoi^-third  instant.  preHenied  a  hill  for 
altering  the  nme  for  holdins  the  clrcuil  court  in 
the  district  of  Nnrlh  Carolina;  which  was  read 
twice  and  commiiied  lo  a  Committee  of  the 
Wbule  lo-morrow. 

A  memorial  of  the  inhabitants  of  tbe  town  of 
Salem,  io  the  Stale  of  Massac bu setts,  signed  by  a 
commutee,  io  behalf  of  ihe  *aid  iahabliania.  was 
preacDted  10  the  House  and  read,  aeiting  forth 
that  they  have  beheld,  with  ibe  deepest  regretaad 
anxiety,  tbe  anressions  eommitted  on  the  com- 
merce of  ihe  United  SiiteH,nad  tbe  conieq neat 
violation  of  neutral  righis,  under  the  new  assum- 
ed prineiplee  aod  adjudicaiions  uf  tbe  mariiiina 
courts  of  Oreai  Britain ;  ihat  they  view  with  equal 
abhorrence  tbe  impreu-ment  of  our  teamen,  the 
viulalioo  of  our  jurisdiction  by  captures  al  (be 
mouths  of  our  harbors,  and  the  iosultiog  treat- 
ment of  our  ships  on  the  ocean,  by  the  aame  na- 
tion, not  less  hostile  than  the  conduct  (jf  other 
nations,  by  piratical  depredation*,  and  the  law- 
Irsii  plunderioes  of  privateers  on  our  coaals;  ibal, 
while  ibey  ask  for  no  mrasure  but  what  justice 
approves  and  reason  enroices — claiming  merely 
to  pursue  a  fair  commerce,  with  its  ordinary  pri- 
rilegea — wishing  for  peace,  fur  honorable  peace, 
aod  to  support  the  independence  of  their  country 
by  the  acquisitions  of  lawful  industry,  ihey  pledge 
ihrir  lives  and  pruperiies  in'support  of  the  meae- 
ares  which  may  be  adopted  lo  vindicate  ibe  pub- 
lic rights  aod  redress  the  public  wrongs. — Rrfer- 
red  (o  the  consideration  of  a  Committee  of  iha 
Whole  on  the  niaie  of  the  Union. 

Tbe  Speaibb  laid  before  ihe  House  Ihe  follow- 
ing letter  from  ibeSecretary  of  the  Navy  addressed 
10  the  Houne. 

Sia:  In  obedience  to  the  resolution  of  the  Houae  of 
Repreeenutive*  of  the  27th  instant  directing  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Navy  "to  lay  before  tbe  House  a  re'portoo 
tbe  condition  of  the  frigate*,  and  other  publii;  armed 
veaaek,  belonging  to  the  United  State8,'dini|igniihing 
the  trigatn*  flt  for  actual  aerriee;  diatingniahing  *uch 
a*  require  repair,  and  the  gum  necessary  for  repairing 
each ;  and  dntingnishing  al*o  micb  a*  it  may  be  the 
interest  of  the  United  State*  to  diipoie  of  rather  than 
reraii,"  I  have  the  honor  to  state —  ' 

That  the  frigate  ConstitDtion  is  now  in  a  state  of  Ihoi* 
ough  repair,  and  in  all  respects  prepared  for  aerriee. 

That  Ibe  frigate  Cbeaapeake  baa  lalely  been  repaired 
and  ie  fit  for  service. 

That  the  ftigates  Adam*,  Eaaez,  and  John  Adatna, 
ate  also  fit  for  service. 

Tbat  the  briga  Sjrsn,  Hornet,  Argu*,and  Viien,  the 
adioonet*  Naatilu*  and  Enterprise,  tbe  bombs  Spitfire 
and  Vn)geanre,  BLd  ill  th«  gunbuals  are  fit  for  aerriee. 

That  the  frigate*  Presideat.  United  Suiea,  Congre**, 
Cooatellation,  New  York,  and  Boslon,  require  to  be  re- 
paired ;  bat  it  is  utteijy  imposiible  to  fotm  an  accurate 
estimate  of  tbe  "  •um  necessary  for  repairing  each." 

1  know  of  BO  ve*aal  betonguig  to  tbe  navy,  which  I 


416 


HISTOBT  OF.  CONaRBSa 


H.orR. 


Neutral  Ri^iU — Bridge  aeron  iAa  Potomac  River. 


Jaucaht,  1S06. 


coniidsr  it  wooM  b«  "  tlw  interMt  of  tM  Uoilad  Stalw 
to  diipoie  or,  rather  than  itpiii." 

On  the  moiiovof  Mr.J.RAHDOLPB,  ihefirstaod 
third  aectioDB  of  the  bill  to  repeal  so  much  of  ao 
act  u  authorizes  the  evideQces  of  the  public  debt 
to  be  received  in  paymeot  for  public  lands,  and  for 
other  purpose*,  wasiefenej  to  a  Committee  of  the 
whole  House. 

The  discussion  which  ensued  on  tba  delaib  of 
this  bill  occupied  neatly  ibe  whole  of  the  residue 
of  the  day. 

The  committee  having  reported  the  bill,  with 
madrf  anendmenta^  it  was  ordeied  lo  a  third 
leading  to-morrow. 

NBUTSAL  BiaHTS. 

Ifr.  J.  RanooLPH  aaid  it  would  be  reeoUeeted 
Aat,  Terr  early  ia  the  leaMan,  lo  mnahof  iheHeir 
nge  of  the  Presidam  of  ike  United  Stataaa  ra- 
latnto  tlie  iBTasion  ol  neutral  rights  by  belligerent 
Powers,  bad  bem  referred  to  tfae  Committee  of 
Wart  and  Mean*.  It  would  alto  be  recollected 
thu  anotfaer  Message  on  the  aanie  sobjeei,  or  on 
oae  cannseied  with  it,  had  been  referred  to  the 
Mne  Committee  of  Wayi  and  Means.  [  under- 
ataad,  said  Hr.  R.  (for  my  indtspositioD  has  not 
'.end  to  tbc 
retailed  M 
.  tleanifrom 
Ike  eonuderation  of  that  subject.  iDHsmaeh  as 
title  diaeherge  may  ltft*e  beea  effected  nadet  aa 
impremioo  thai  the  oommiitee  hare  been  delia- 

?uent  in  executing  the  duty  derelred  upon  them, 
feel  it  my  duty  tefote  I  surrender  the  fttpen  ron- 
■eoted  with  this  aubject,  to  give  some  aooount  of 
the  priKieeding*  of  the  eommittee.  On  tbe  eleTenth 
of  December  toe  aommittee  inatraoted  thair-Ctuir- 
mait  to  write  a  letter  to  the  Secretary  of  8lat^ 
wbieh  I  will  read.  Mr.  R.  here  read  tbe  Ictterai 
fbUows: 

OmurmB  leOi,  Dec  II,  IMC. 

8im :  Hm  Cmnmittee  of  W^i  and  Mmu  hare  in- 
atmcted  m*  te  n^uoat  yea  will  nun  la  hs  laid  beirte 
them  such  infonnatian,  on  the  subiect  of  the  enoloMd 
reMilDliaii,  a*  tbe  Deptrtwant  of  State  can  Ewnisb- 

The  Mcnliar  objects  of  oar  feseardi  aie — 

I.  What  new  principle*,  w  eonstructioiu,  of  the  law 
of  nalioDs  hare  beco  adapted  bj  the  beUigerent  Powen 
of  Europe,  to  the  prqodice  of  neutral  right*/ 

S.  The*  GoTenunent  ■~'<Tt  thoee  priuiaplM  afid 
contractions ! 

S.  The  eileat  to  which  the  caaunsrce  of  4w  Oaite4 
StalM  has  bnn  thereb;  iivitrsd ! 

I  am,  with  *erT  great  respect,  sir,  jopra, 

JOHIfKANDOLPH- 

The  8icaaT.iaT  or  Stati. 

On  Saturday  night  the  2s[h  instaitt,  the  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means  received  an  answe*  to 
this  letter,  which  I  will  ddiver  to  tbe  Clerk,  in 
order  that  it  may  go  to  the  uew  aommittee,  Is 
wbieh  this  business  has  been  referred.  It  is  un- 
■eeeesary  for  me  to  add  anything  mote.  The 
House  must  be  sensible  that  while  the  Commiitee 
of  Ways  and  Means  were  in  the  dark  ihey  could 
not  proceed  in  the  discbarge  of  the  duties  assigned 
ibem,  aud  that  after  receiving  information  from 
tbe  Secretary  of  State  so  late  in  the  day,  it  was 


impossible  for  them  to  have  made  a  report  by  this 
day  ;  and  if  I  am  not  mistaken,  tbe  motion  to  di» 
charge  the  Conunitiee  of  Ways  tad  Bleaas  wa* 
made  before  tbe  ansvar  of  the  Secrtiary  of  StUf 
wu  received. 

TbeClerkaocwdJDglyreadtheknttrofibeSMr 
retery  of  Slate,  aa  foUoini 

DuianaBT  ov  »tAn,  Jm.  SS,  IMC 


The  Beerelary  of  Stale  p 


a  his  respects  to  Hr. 


«f  e  reiKM  Ois  day  made  la  the  President  of  the  D 
Slatea,  rejecting  iirtefptdationa  by  fimiga  Pewaas,  at 
new  and  injutiooa  principles,  in  the  law  of  aalinieb 
TUa  report.  With  the  ommanicadaaa  tMda  bv  ifaePre- 
"  sat  to  CoDgraM,  nrticBlarlj  that  of  the  n&  iiMta&fc 
t,  it  srheped,  aS>rd  the  inliRinatiosi  revested,  far 


When;  on  motion  of  Mr.  }.  Randolph,  tbe  pa- 
pers laid  by  him  on  the  table  were  referred  to  a 
Committeepf  the  W^otc  On  (faestate  of  the  Union. 


Fridat,  inoaary  31. 

Another  member,  .to  witj  William  Black- 
LBDBB,  ttoia  North  Carolina,  appeared,  produced 
bis  credentials,  was  qualified,  and  took  his  sent  in 
the  House. 

The  first  and  third  sections  of  the  bill  to  rep«^ 
the  act  lo  Bulhoriie  the  receipt  of  ihe  evidences  of 
tbe  public  debt,  in  paynent  for  the  lands  of  the 
United  States,  and  for  other  purposn  rdatire  M 
tbe  public  debt,  were  brought  up  engToeeed.    The 

"  igrossed  eeetions.  logelBer  with  the  Mil, 
were  then  „'  -"^  --■-'-*  -«-        -  ■ ■ 

Several  p 
State  of  Marylaod,  residing  oi 
PotontM,  wto«e  aanaw  are  tberenato  snhaertM, 
iresented  to  the  Houaa  and  read,  graying 


engrossed  eeations.  together  with  Ihe  Mil, 
then  read  the  third  tine,  nod  paseed. 
rerat  petitions  of  sundry  inhaDilante  nf  dw 
of  Marylaod,  residing  on  and  near  the  rirer 
nae,  wto«e  aanaw  are  tberenato  snheertM, 
were  presented  to  the  Houaa  and  read,  graying 
that  Oooeaeai  may  lejcol  eveiy  application  for 
leave  to  baild  a  bridge  acroes  the  said  tirec.-* 
Laid  on  tJif  teUe. 

Mr.  Lain,  from  tbn  iHiBmitUe  to  whom  wm 
refwvod  the  reeolotioui  raefcotiog  eomiHueatiai  W 
certain  officers  of  the  House  made  a  report  thnm> 
on  af  an  annndalecy  raaolnliott-;  wbieh  waa  read, 
and  CDMmHted  to  «  Comoiiltae  of  the  Whole  tor 
day. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  infMoaed  the  Hona 
ihat  ibe  Senate  have  passed  a  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  makiofl;  a  further  appfopriaijon  for  the  support 
of  the  Library  j"  and  also  a  bill,  entitled  "An  act 
lo  repeal,  in  part,  tbe  fourth  section  of  an  act,  en- 
tiiled  'An  act  to  authorize  a  grant  of  lands  to  the 
French  tnhabitanis  of  Qalliopolis,  and  for  other 
:*  to 


BRIDOB  AOBOeS  THB  POTOMAC. 

Mr.  Leib  moved  to  discharge  Ihe  Committee  of 
the  Whole  from  the  further  constderEtion  of  the 
report  of  a  select  committee  in  favor  of  the  erec- 
tion of  a  bridge  over  the  Potomac. 

Mr.  Leib  said  his  reason  for  ibis  motion  waa 
to  disengage  tbe  House  from  the  tedious  discus- 
sion of  n  local  and  compantively  aniinportnat 
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qnetiioD,  ihai  ihe  Home  might  immediatelr  take 
up  business  of  pressing  aari  national  impoitaoce, 
called  for  by  (he  great  interests  and  aoxietf  of  [he 
people,  and  the  inlemting  crisis  ofsffairs. 

Mr.  Lewis  opposed  the  raoiion.  H«  considered 
the  subject  as  of  considerate  imporiaace  even  ■□ 
a  aaiioDal  poiot  of  view;  and  he  trusted  that,  as 
■o  much  time  had  been  alreadjr  eoDsumed,  and 
the  siage  of  (be  discussion  promised  so  near  a  ter- 
mioaiion,  the  House  would  not  postpone  a  de- 
cision of  (he  question. 

Mr.  VanCostlandt  advocated  the  motion,  on 
similar  grounds  with  those  urged  by  Mr.  Leib, 
and  particularly  under  the  impreasicn  that  the 
slate  of  public  affairs  loudly  called  for  effectual 
measures  for  the  defence  of  our  ports  and  harbors. 

The  motion  was  disagreed  to — yeas  47,  nays  58. 

Mr.  Van  Cortlahbt,  with  iheTlew  of  main- 
taioing  order,  and  expediting  (he  public  business, 
offered  ci'ftaio  resolutions' amendatory  of  the  rules 
of  the  House. 

The  first  of  these  ameudmeals  probibtted  a 
member  from  reading  in  the  Hbuse  any  book  or 
printed  paper,  or  writing  any  lettersj  the  second 
prohibits  the  Sergeant'St-Arms  from  beeping  or 
stating  the  accounts  of  the  members,  or  giving 
receipts  in  the  House,  stid  prohibits  the  Doorkeep- 
ers from  coming  on  the  floor  lo  caH  oat  members. 

The  resolutions  were  laid  on  th«  table. 
_  Mr.  Gnuao  said  be  had  had  ibe  honor  two  days 
unce  of  Inying  oa  the  table  a  resoluiiaa  to  pro- 
bibit  the  imponalion  of  British  goods  nniil  ar^ 
nngements  should  be  entered  into  to  render  the 
continuance  of  this  pri^ibiiioii  unnecessary.  Mr. 
Q.  taJd  he  was  of  opinion  that  it  was  proper  at 
the  same  time  lo  adopt  a  permanent  system  of 
CDmmereial  regulation^  calcntated  to  meet  the 
meaHnres  of  foreign  Powers.  To  throw  light  on 
this  subject,  Mr.  Greoq  mored  that  the  report  of 
the  Secretary  of  Slate  on  the  commercial  rela- 
tions of  the  United  States  with  foreign  Powers, 
made  in  ibe  year  1791,  xhould  be  printed.  This 
moiioQ  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Hbi.i.Aif]>  mored  lo  postpone  till  (he  Sr(t 
Monday  of  March,  the  resolution  on  the  subject 
of  the  Potomac  bridge.  Motion  lost — yeas  45, 
nays  74. 

BRIDGE  ACB08S  THE  POTOMAC. 

The  House  then,  again  resotved  itself  into  a 
Committee  of  (be  Whole  en  the  resolution  in 
UTor  of  eaihorizing  (he  erection  of  a  bridge  across 
iha  Potomac, 

Mr.  Lews.— Mr.  Chairman:  Two  days  have 
already  been  employed  in  discussing  the  propriety 
of  erteiijig;  a  bridge  over  ihe  river  Potomac,  to 
MciLiiaie  and  shorten  the  ioiercourse  between  the 
Eastern  aad  Western  Stales  of  the  Union,  Be- 
fore the  question  is  taken,  1  am  desirous  of  as- 
signing some  of  the  reasons  which  will  influence 
any  vote.  I  promise  tbe  Committee,  however,  that 
iny  observations  shall  be  as  short  as  the  nature  of 
the  sabject  will  permit.    Ttae  very  able  support 

8>ven  to  the.  lesolDiion  upon  your  table,  by  the 
onorable  chairman  of  the  committee  who  re- 
ported it,  aided  by  ray  honorable  colleague,  (Mr. 
SthCoH.— 14 


Clark;)  an  honorable  gentleman  from  New 
Jersey,  (Mr.  Bimek,)  and  an  honorable  gentle- 
man frqm  Massachuseiis,  (Mr.  Elv.)  wijj  con- 
siderably abridge  the  observations  which  other- 
wise I  should  have  thought  it  mv  doty  to  make. 
It  is  my  wish,  sir,  to  give  this  suDject  a  fair,  can- 
did, and  impartial  investigation;  and  if  it  shall 
appear  that  ail  the  numerous  evils  will  result  from 
its  adoption,  which  the  people  of  Georgetown 
seem  lo  snppose,  1  will  be  the-  last  man  on  this 
floor  to  sanction  its  passage  ;  but  if,  on  the  other 
band,  their  objections  are  chimerical,  and  hare 
emanated  from  an  oufonnded  jealousy  of  their 
neighbors,  I  shall  give  10  this  measure  my  most 
decided  and  uDequivo'eal  approbation,  and  in  ibis 
delermination  I  trust  I  shall  be  aided  by  a  large 
majority  of  the  committee. 

There  is  but  one  poiot  to  i^iab,  in  my  opin- 
ion, the  attention  of  this  Committee  ought  to  be 
directed;  Will  the  erection  of  the  contemplated 
bridge  injure  the  navigation  of  the  river  Poto- 
mac? This  is  the  only  quesiSon  applicable  to 
the  subject,  and  Ihe  only  pivot  upon  which  It 
ought  to  turn.  Let  ns,  Mr.  Chairman^  examine 
the  objecdons  and  reasoning  of  the  anti-memori- 
alists upon  this  point.  They  say  in  their  memo- 
rial that  "they  consider  their  natural  and  potiti- 
'  cal  rights  will  be  infringed  by  the  adoption  of 
'  this  liieasare,  as  the  navigation  of  the  river  will 
'  be  injured  and  obstructed  thereby ;  that  from 
'  the  meeting  of  ihe  stream  and  tide-water,  at 
'the  place  where  the  brid^  is  contemplated,  a 
'  tendency  will  beproduced  in  the  impeded  slream- 
'  water  to  deposit  the  earthy  particles  with  whicli 
'  it  is  charged  in  time  of  freshes,  and  by  whick 
'  they  apprehend  the  present,  entire,  main  and 
'  deep  etiannel  may  be  divided  into  many  small 
'  and  narrow  passages,  to  ihe'grcat  injury  of  the 
'  navigation."  This,  sir,  ii  the  bare  assertion  of 
the  coonter-memoriailisis ;  they  hare  not  deigned 
to  state  cme  single  fact,  or  addoee  the  smallest 
proof  in  support  of  a  result  which  they  hare 
taken  for  granted  will  be  inevitable.  Although 
the  proof  resla  opon  the  opponents  to  this  meas- 
ure, and  not  upon  ils  fVieuds,  yet  lam  willing  and 
prejiared  to  prore,  by  the  best  evidence  the  na- 
ture of  the  case  will  admit,  (ha(  the  navigatioa 
of  the  Potomac  instead  of  being  injured  will  be 
gready  benefitted  by  the  erection  of  this  bridge. 
Sir,  the  eridenee  1  shall  offer  is  drawn  from  ez- 
perlence.  It  is  knOwn  that  in  Europe  as  well  ai 
m  this  conntry,  piers  hare  been  snnlt  for  Ihe  ex- 
press purpose  of  deepening  the  ebannel,  and  im- 
provieg  the  navigation  of  rivers,  and  if  this  ex- 
periment has  succeeded  in  all  other  countriea 
and  rivers,  sorely  it  will  not  fail  in  the  Potomac. 
It  is  not  10  be  believed  that  the  Potomac  is  un- 
like every  other  rirer  in  Ihe  world.  But,  sir,  if 
we-bad  not  the  aid  of  experience  before  us,  cotn- 
mon  sense  and  common  reaxon  woold  revolt  at 
the  idea  of  injuring  the  navigation  in  the  man- 
ner stated  by  the  counter-memorialists.  If  yoo 
oblige  ressels  of  all  descriptions  to  pass  throogh 
yonr  draw  and  of  course  pnrsne  the  same  chan- 
nel, will  it  not  have  a  tendency  to  deepen  and 
dean  the-cbannal,  fay  agitating  tke  Mdiment 
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which  may  bare  aMtled  thtre,  and  which  wilt  b; 
that  means  be  swept  away  bv  the  curreatl  and 
iasiead  of  ■  aumb«t  of  imall  ebaQDds.  will  it 
not  bare  the  opposite  «Sect  of  improTine  and 
dtepening  the  oolf  maio  cbaunell  Surely  this 
noit  be  the  effecL  Bat,  Mr.  ChairmaD,  whilst  I 
am  UDwilliitfT  to  believe  that  the  ereeikio  of  Ibis 
biid^  caa  in  any  maimer  whatever- injuri 
travi^iioD  of  the  Potomac  ;  yet  1  will  caQdidty 
«dinii  that  the  veRselspaasiDe  10  and  from  Qe( 
town  will  experience  aome  n  I  tie  iacooTenien 
the  draw;  but  thai  inconvenience  will  beau 
toiSina  that  it  will  be  entirely  lost  in  ■  compai .  .  _ 
with  Uie^reatKeDeralg^d  which  willresaii  to  the 
coninuDity.  Haring  proved,  as  I  trasl,  taDsfae- 
torily,  that  the  navigatioa  of  lb«  Potomac  cannoi 
possibly  be  injured  bylheadoptioo  of  ihiEmeaRUfe. 
let  UB  now  examiae  the  inQcinvenience  to  which 
Teasels  passieg  the  draw  will  be  aubjecied.  for 
this  appears  now  to  be  the  ottiy  remaiDiDggTonad 
of  inves'ii^atidn.  We  have  been  told  by  geaile- 
nien  on  this  floor  well  acquaiQied  with  the  build- 
ing of  bridges  and  of  their  effects,  that  little  or 
110  detention  is  experienced  in  passing  the  draws. 
Tbet  it  frequently  faappCna  tbal  vcMela  paM 
through  without  lowering  a  sail  or  being  deiimed' 
■  single  instant  when  ihey  have  a  fair  wind,  and 
that  at  ito  lime  is  it  necessary  to  detain  tfaetn 
longer  than  from  five  to  Gnern  minnies.  If 
information  ie  correct,  (and  we  cannot  possibly 
doubt  it,)  where, let  nie  ask,  is  the  very  great  in- 
jury to  the  very  few  venels  that  will  have  to  pass 
ihik  drawl  When  I  say  very  few,  Mr.  Chair- 
man, I  have  reference  to  the  uatemeat  made  the 
other  day  by  my  honorable  colkague,  the  ohatr- 
naii  of  the  committee,  whose  report  is  now  the 
mfajecl  of  diseuHiion.  He  then  told  us  that  his 
atatemant  was  taken  from  absolute  entries  made 
at  the  collector's  office  at  George  toWs  for  the  last 
•even  ^ears,  and  in  that  tasie  only  twenty- 
ahips,ni  brigs,  one  hand  red  and  thirty-twoKchc.- 
ers,  and  fifty-two  sloops  had  baen  enterrd  there, 
making  in  the  whotetwo  hundred  and  eleven 
venelxof  all  descripliona.  My  colleague  at  that 
tiraeotnilled  to  mentioo,  or  was  nM  apptoed  of 
the  fact,  that  of  the  vessels  entered  at  Oeorge^ 
town,  B  vBry  covsldersble  proportion  never  went 
theve.  btii  were  destined  for,  and  aoiuatty  load- 
ed at  the  Elastern  Branch.  It  is  T^ry  well 
kiMwa  that  within  the  last  sbven  yearsaonra- 
berof  large  veswts  were  loaded  at  the  Eastern 
BrAnefa  by  Mr.  Barry  atone,  who  was  at  that 
time  engaged  in  maklBglargeahiptnents  of  flour 
and  biscuit  Id  ibe  West  Indin;  yet  all  these  vea- 
aels,  as  weill  as  a  great  nomber  employed  in  re- 
moving from  Philadelphia  the  furniture  of  Con- 
gress, of  the  President,  tad  of  the  public  offieera, 
together  wiih  those  employed  in  bringing  Mores, 
4c.  for  the  navy-yard  on  the  Eastern  Braach, 
were  all  entered  at  Qeorgctowo,  that  being  the 
onlyport  of  cnirv  for  Georgetown  and  the  Oily 
of  Washington,  thereby  giving  (o  Georgetown  an 
appearance  of  commerce  whi^h  she  is  not  really 
entitled  to.  I  have  ascertained  that  some  years 
ago  several  foreign  vessels  resorted  to  the  port  of 
GworgetowB  to  oarry  away  the  totoaott  of  ibai 


town  anci  Biadensburg,  and  ibat  the  ships  used  to 
lay  in  the  Eastern  Braach  to  oblaia  their  cargo 
from  both  places.  That  this  trade  has  declined 
cannot  be  denied,  for  it  is  an  incontrovertible  fact 
that  the  oulv  ship  destined  fur  Georgetown  last 
year,  called  the  William  Murdock,  Captain  Tom, 
was  loaded  at  Barry's  wharf,  on  the  Eastern 
Branch,  because  there  was  not,  sufficient  water 
ever  the  bar  below  Georgetown  to  adbiit  her  paa- 
sage  to  and  from  that  place.  Now,  sir,  froin  the 
whole  number  of  vessels  of  alt  descriptions  en- 
tered at  Georgetown  for  the  last  seven  years^  we 
may  fairly  deduct  one-fourth  for  those  which 
never  west  there ;  there  will  then  remain  156  as 
having  aettially  passed  up  the  river  to  that  place 
during  that  time;  which,  divided  by  seven,  will 
be  somelbiag  less  than  twenty-three  vessels  in 
each  yeai,  and  not  quite  one  for  each  fortnight 
Thuii,  then,  sir,  this  mighty  obstacle— these  great 
delays  by  a  drawbridge — after  investigation  ba- 
come  very  inconsiderable.  Indeed  the  first  is 
proven  to  be  Doibing,  and  the  last  too  trifling  to 
deserve  leriotu  consideration.  But,  Mr.  Chair- 
man, in  oideV  to  remove  every  objection,  or  even 
doubt,  which  can  possibly  exist  with  any  part  of 
(he  Committee,  I  am  willing  to  insert  a.  clause  in 
tbe-billobliiiiog  the  Bridge  Company  to  compen- 
sate for  any  lou  by  delentioa  at  the  draw. 

t  have  endeavored  to  show  tliat  the  erection  of 
this  bridge  cannot  injure  the  navigaliun  of  the 
river,  nor  subject  to  much  iDcoovenience  the  very 
few  vessel*  which  may  pass  it.  It  is  now  proper 
■  bat  I  should  stale  tbe  advantages  which  will  re- 
sult to  the  oommunity  al  large  from  its  erection. 
It  is  hardly  aeoeasary.  I  presume,  sir,  to  state  the 
diflercnoe  in  despatch,  ia  safety,  and  in  comfort, 
between  a  bridge  and  ierry»even  where  the  dia- 
Unceiitiienmej  but  when  a  saving  of  nearly 
one-balf  the  dislaae*  is  efieoted  ia  lavor  of  tha 
bridge,  the  advantases  are  too  obvious  to  be  re- 
ststed.  From  a  osikulaiiqn  made  by  my  col- 
league (Mr.  TaoMMOB)  the  other  day,  the  pub- 
lie  will  save,  (agreeably  to  a  sUiemenI  of  ex- 
pense farnithsd  frcw  the  Qeneial  Post  Office  De- 
partmenl,)  in  ear^ying  the  mail  alone,  between 
fite  aiKl  six  huadred  dollare  per  annum,  and  in 
Hie  mileage  of  the  members  of  Congress,  south 
of  the  Potomee,  about  the  same  aotn.  This  is 
certainly  no  great  consideration  with  the  Govern- 
ttient,  in  a  pecuniary  poial  of  view,  but  at  tbe 
Mme  time  i(  onghl  not  to  be  entirely  overlooked. 
It  is  worth  saving.  We  ought  not  to  forget  ihe 
admonilioD  of  the  gentleman  from  Maryiaod, 
{Mr.  NBLeoM.)  the  other  day,  upon  the  inbject  of 
economy.  He  then  told  us  what  his  grandfhther, 
3  old  Scotchman,  once  told  him:  "  That  niBBy 
licktes  would  make  a  mocHe— take  care  of  the 
pence,  and  the  pounds  would  take  care  of  them- 
selves." 1  agree  perfectly  with  that  gentleman'a 
grandfather,  in  this  partteular  at  least,  and  ihiak 
we  ought  not  to  waste  Ihe  public  money  beeauM 
tbe  snm  may  appear  trifling. 

The  saving  to  travellers  rf  every  dwcriptftm 
win  be  incalculnhly  great.  Those  who  travel  in 
tbe  public  stage  or  oiaer  hired  carriages  will  sbt« 
(«(  the  tate  of  aUge  <are  from  Oeorgeto^n  to 


421 


mSTORT  OP  CONGRESS. 


422 


JtMQ&HT,  1806. 


Bridge  acrou  the  Patotnae  River. 


HorR. 


Alenndria)  at  least  serenty'Sve  cents  going  and 
the  nme  reiaroiag.  makjng  a  dollar  and  a  half 
for  etch  passenger  per  daf.  Brery  descripiioD  of 
CraTel  ffom  New  Hampshire  to  Oeorgia  will  sare 
HI  an  equal  proportion ;  but  the  aaTing  of  money 
bMrs  no  proponion  to  the  saving  of  time.  The 
population  of  the  Uiatriet  is  inct'eaaiQg  very  fast, 
■nd  »baU  the  eastern  and  western  parts  of  it  be 
Ibrerer  di«i^d  by  en  obstacle  so  easily  surmount- 
ed? Shall  the  Potomac  be  an  eiernal  barrier  to 
(beif  intercourse,  when  a  brid^  can  be  so  easily 
Oirown across  itf  and  at  the  expense  of  acotn- 
pBBy,  too,  who  wilt  ask  no  aid  frora  the  Oovern- 
ment.  And  will  you  force,  not  only  the  iohabi- 
kiBti  of  the  DJBtfict,  bat  near  five  millioas  of  your 
•MzeDS  lo  the  south  and  north  of  the  Potomac, 
who  may  oeeasionally  wish  to  tr«Te]  in  different 
direciloBs  to  the  seal  of  Qoremmem,  to  go  the 
eireuitona  route  of  Georgetown,  over  a  ferry,  at 
MHnetimes im passable,' and  at  all  times  disagreea' 
We,  and  a  road,  loo,  extremely  bad  indeed,  Wheti 
ttiey  can  pass  with  itreat  comfort;  saft^iy,  and  ex- 
pedition, a  good  bridge  and  an  even  pared  road  at 
leaA  four  or  six  miles  nearer  ?  la  ibis  city  never 
to  increase?  Is  it  forever  (o  he  excluded  from  a 
commani«atloa  with  the  Virginia  shore  hut  by  a 
ferry  f  Are  the  mails  and  stages  always  ro  be 
delayed  by  a  ferry?  Are  the  citizens  of  every 
4e9cr4ptton  always  to  be  severed,  except  by  a  clr- 
enitous  route  and  dangerous  ferry  ?  I  trust  not. 
It  is  impossible.  A  bridge  mnst  and  will  bebnili, 
tK  some  time  ot  other,  and  the  sooner  it  is  done 
ibe  better.  The  people  will  not  remain  longer 
■neon  nee  ted,  BDd  be  sileiil;  the  public  voiee  de- 
mands it  at  our  hands,  the  public  good  requires 
it,  and  it  onsht  lo  be  done.  We  have  often  heard, 
areu  upon  laia  floor,  the  MelroDolis  of  the  Union 
compared  to  a  wilderness.  Sir,  the  comparison 
it  not  ahogeiher  unjust;  it  is  iadeed  a  wilder- 
sea*,  and  I  am  sorry  for  it,  but  I  trust  asd  hope 
it  vill  not  long  remain  so.  It  is  tiitie  that  tne 
fostering  hUnd  of  the  Oovernment  had  been  ex- 
Moded  to  its  Improvenient,  theti  indeed  we  might 
hope  to  hear  no  more  expressions  of  discontent  at 
d»e  skaatioD  and  accomitiodation  at  this  place. 
TtK  erection  of  a  bridge  would  open  to  the  city 
a  very  abuodant  and  cheap  marfaet  at  Alexandria, 
by  «rttlch  the  inhabitants  af  this  place  could  be 
eBabledtokeepbetterandcheaperhoardiog-hoBses, 
mad  thereby  silence  at  least  one  of  the  obiec- 
tioH*  tn  the  coBtinaanee  of  Coogtvss  here.  But 
we  »Tt  called  upon  to  say  "  where  ie  there  a  com- 
nwrefal  town  above  a  bridge  T"  I  answer,  in  al- 
noat  evefy  diKction;  both  iu  this  country  mmI 
Burape.  I  am  told,  aod  I  believe  correctly,  that 
Bioe-ienllH  of  the  city  of  London  Is  above  its 
krtdn,«hbaugh  it  htis  no  drtw.  In  altnost  all 
ttae  States  northward  of  this,  there  are  bridges  of 
tfais  descrtMion,  and  I  am  told  by  gentlemen  com- 
mg  from  tbat  coonlry,  and  well  acquainted  wiib 
Ifceir  effeeis,  thai  no  serious  injury  has  been  ex- 
perieoeed  by  commercial  lowas  above  them,  aor 
Ma  tbe  properly  fallen  in  value,  or  improvemeDi 
been  cheeked  in  tbose  towns  by  the  ereclioa  of 
ifceir  bridge*.  la  Massaobusetts  alone  there  are 
a  gtcu  Daany  bridges  b«law  large  and  flourisbing 


towns,  some  of  whieh  I  will  venture  to  say  hava 
ten  times  the  eommeroial  importance  of  Georg«- 
town.  Roxbury,  Cambridge,  and  Cbarlestown, 
in  Massachuiietis,  have  bridges.  The  first  two 
are  ports  of  delivery,  which  is  the  best  evidence 
of  their  flourishing  situation.  There  are  also  in 
Massachusetts  two  other  bridges,  Chelsea  and 
Maiden,  [hrouffh  both  of  which  you  most  pass  to 
get  to  Medforo,  a  town  of  considereble  commer- 
cial import8n(!e,  and  we  have  been  told  that  prop- 
erty above  these  bridges  has  experienced  no  dim- 
iDution  in  Talue  in  consequence  of  their  erectioti. 
But  why  need  we  travel  to  Barope,  and  to  the 
northward  for  examples?  We  have  almost  with- 
in OUT  view  several  drawbridges,  throi^h  which 
vessels  pass  to  commercial  towns  above  them, 
and  yet  I  have  never  heard  any  incenvcnience 
cotnplained  of.  There  is  one  over  the  Eastern 
Branch  within  this  District,  aod  another  on  Oc- 
coquan,  at  a  small  town  called  Colchester,  in  Vir- 
ginia. Although  the  commerce  above  the  first  is 
now  very  inconsiderable,  yet  there  was  a  time 
within  niy  recollection  when  more  vessels  were 
loaded  upon  the  Eastern  Btanofa  than  at  Qcorge- 
town  at  this-  time.  Above  the  latter  bridge  at 
Colchester,  and  at  the  head  of  the  navigation,  ia 
a  little  town  called  Occoquan,  in  a  state  of  rapid 
improvement.  There  are  in  it  two  or  three  very 
largemsnuracinring  mills,  and  several  stores,aiid 
beldaging  to  it  several  vessels.  This  little  town 
has  started  into -consequence  since  the  erection  of 
the  bridge  below  It,  whilst  Colchester,  a  place  of 
ancient  standing,  and  below  the  bridge,  too,  has 
dwindled  into  noihiag.  There  is  not  belonging 
to  it  a  single  vessel  nor  in  it  a  single  storv.  Thia 
is  B  case  precisely  in  point.  Colchester,  a  ptacn 
of  ancient  estaMishmenl,  and  below  the  bridge, 
too,  has  sunk  into  nothing  ;  wbiUt  the  town  M 
OcoequBD,  only  iwo  biles  above  it, is  progressing 
rapidly  to  a  state  of  commercial  importance. 
Thus  it  is  plainly  proven  that  bridges  have  not 
tile  injurious  effects  upon  commerce  above  them, 
which  the  people  of  Georgetown  wonld  wish  us 
to  believe.  No,  sir,  It  is  not  to  these  little  artifi- 
cial eauses  that  commercial  towns  owe  their  rise 
or  fall,  but  to  enterprise  and  capital. 

We  have  been  told  by  the  counier-memorial- 
Ists,  and  it  has  been  reiterated  here,  "  that  natu- 
ral advantages  ought  not  to  be  injured  by  artifi- 
cial  means."  Upon  this  subject,  Mr.  Cbeirmaa, 
the  people  trf  Qeorgetmrn  ought  to  have  been 
silent;  they  are  not  aware  of  a  retort  which  this 
objeciion  will  force  upon  them.  Will  they  tec- 
ollect,  sir,  that  to  artificial  means  alone  tbey  are 
indebted  for  the  greatest  part  of  iheii  commerce? 
Will  they  reoollect  that  from  artificial  means 
alooe  the  towns  of  Baltimore  and  Alexandria 
have  been  deprived  of  their  natural  advantages 
to  the  exclusive  beneSt  of  Georgetown?  Do 
ihey  not  know  that  the  improveraentof  the  Po- 
tomac above  them  has  diverted  from  its  natural 
course  a  Commerce  which  belonged  to  others  and 
which  DOW  enriches  (hem  ?  Aod  wilt  they  per- 
mit me  to  remind  them  that  even  to  the  erectioK 
of  a  bridge  ih^ey  owe  no  iaconsiderable  share  of 
tbflir«odbaiare«?    Yes,  sir,  1  willremiadthepeo- 
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pie  of  Geomeiown  of  ndraacagfes  from  artificial 
meaaa  wbich  they  ought  Dot  to  have  forgoiieD, 
because  to  ihem,  in  a  great  measure,  thev  owe 
their  preseot  coniinercial  Btanding.  The  tridee 
below  ihe  Little  Falls,  and  at  the  head  of  the 
narigBtioD  of  the  Potomac,  hasgiren  to  George- 
town a  conaideratile  qusDtiiy  of  produce  from 
Virginia  which  mast  oiherwiae  have  gone  to  Al- 
exandria. .  1  am  very  far  from  objecting  to  the 
means  by  which  the  imporlauce  of  Georgetown 
ha»  beeo  acquired.  I  waii  pleased  with  the  erect- 
ioD  of  a  bridge  at  the  Little  Falls,  because  it  was 
a  convenience  getierally,  and  particularly  so  to 
that  part  of  the  couniry  from  which  I  come,  and 
from  the  same  principle  I  should  be  glad  to  see  a 
number  of  other  bridges  erected,  boiD  above  and 
below  ihe  Falls.  I  hsTe  always  thought  and  still 
think  there  ought  to  be  a  briage  at  Georgetown, 
and  if  the  people  of  that  place  are  of  the  same 
opinion,  and  will  propoteii,  1  will  promise  to  vote 
for  it.     Is  it  necessary  already  lo  remind  the  peo- 

Sle  of  Georgetown  that  for  their  exclusive  beoe- 
t  one  aim  of  the  river  Poloqaac  has  been  entire- 
ly closed,  by  authorizing  a  dam  from  Mason':^ 
Island  10  the  Virginia  shore,  which  gives  to  them. 
in  some  measure,  a  monopoly  of  ihe  flour  which 
comes  down  the  Potomac?  and  are  wejiowto  be 
told  by  the  same  people  that  we  postess  no  Con- 
Btilutional  right  to  authorize  a  bridge  across  the 
PoiDQiac  for  the  public  good,  even  with  a  free 
passage  to  vessels  of  all  descripiions,  and  that 
even  if  we  possess  the  risbt,  it  would  be  a  wan- 
Ion  and  C^uel  exercise  of  it?  The  ereclion  of 
the  dam  will  certainly  prevent  flour  boats  from 
going  to  Alexandria  at  pariiculsr  seasons  of  the 
vear,  when  high  winds  are  frequent,  as  ihey  will 
be  obliged  to  go  a  considerable  distance  round 
Mason's  Island,  exposed  to  a  wide  and  unprotect- 
ed sheet  of  water,  which  will  subject  them  to 
GODsidetable  danger,  even  when  the  wind  is  mod- 
erate; but  before  the  erection  of  this  dam.  the 
boaia  could  go  down  to  Alexandria  at  almost  any 
season,  and  with  almost  any  wind,  as  they  could, 
and  d  d.  always  keep  close  to  the  Virginia  shore, 
and  covered  by  its  banks  were  perfectly  secure. 
This  measure,  as  well  as  the  erection  of  the 
bridge  ai  the  Falls,  was  evidently  injurioas  lo  ibe 
interests  of  Alexandria.  Yet,  sir.  had  vs  any 
complaints  from  that  quarter?  Were  our  rights 
questioned  by  them,  and  out  motives  censured? 
Were  we  told  by  ihem  that  "  no  place  should  cal- 
culate on  artificial  advantages,  which  caunol  be 
aObrded  without  depriving  other  places  of  their 
natural  advaniagesl"  No,Bir,they  weresilenl; 
not  even  a  murmur  escaped  them;  they  had  no 
wish  to  deprive  their  neighbors  of  any  advanta- 
ges they  could  derive  from  "  artificial  means."  al- 
though their  interests  should  io  some  measure  be 
affected  by  it;  they  felt  none  of  those  jealousies 
which  appear  now  (o  influence  theirneighbors. 
It  is  well  known  that  at  the  last'session  of  Con- 

Kess  I  was  in  favor  of  the  causeway  from  Mason's 
land  to  the  Virginia  i>hore.  I  did  not  believe  at 
(hat  lime  it  could  do  any  injury  to  the  public, 
and  as  the  people  of  Georgetown  supposed  it 
would  benefii  them  by  reclaiming  a  ohann^  con- 


siderably iniured  by  natural  causes,  I, could  have 
no  reasonable  objection  to  the  experiment,  and  of 
course  gave  lo  it  my  support.  Mr.  GbairnMO,  I 
have  DOW  examined  such  parts  of  this  subject  as 
have  not  been  generally  adverted  to  by  those  who 
have  preceded  me;  1  must  now  be  permitied.to 
answer  some  observations  which  have  fallen  from 
gentlemen  on  the  other  side  of  the  queslion. 

The  honorable  genileman  from  Marylaixi  (Mr, 
Nelson}  has  maoe  one  point  of  objection  to  thia 
measure,  wbich  I  had  not  expected  from  anf 
quarter,  and  pariieularly  from  nimself.  We  are 
DOW  told  by  that  gentleman  thai  we  have.no  Goit- 
etituiional  right  to  authorize  the  erection  of  this 
bridge;  that  we  are  forbidden  by  ibe  compact 
between  Virginia  and  Maryland.  I  do  not  mean, 
at  this  time,  to  enter  into  an  eiaminalioii  of  ibis 
objection ;  I  consider  it  as  having  bceo  completely 
refuted  and  settled  by  a  vote  of  this  House,  at  the 
last  sesaioo  of  Congress,  on  the  subject  of  the 
causeway  from  Mason's  island  to  the  Virginia 
shore ;  and  1  am  unwilling  to  trespass  unnecessa- 
rily upon  the  paiieoce  of  the  Committee.  But  I 
would  ask  the  gentleman  from  Maryland  bow  it 
has  happened  that  he  who,  at  the  last  session,  so 
ably  vindicated  the  Constituiional  right  of  Cob- 
gress  10  build  a  causeway  (wbich  is  a  compile 
obstruction)  should  now  deny  that  ri^ht  in  ibe 
case  of  a  bridee.  which  is  no  obstruction  at«ll, 
and  which  will  ne  of  great  public  utility?  The 
gentleman  has,  however, acknowledged  his  error, 
confessed  his  sin,  end  asks  forgiveness,  and  b« 
ought  to  receive  it.  But  we  are  again  lold  by  the 
gentleman  from  Maryland  "that  the  petitions 
'  upon  this  subject  are  old  petilions,  presented  two 
'  or  three  years  ago ;  that  he  bad  no  idea  that  suck 
'  a  measure  would  beaded  upon,  and  that  he  was 
'  taken  hy  surprise."  That  the  petitions  are  old 
cannot  be  denied,  but  that  the  geoileman  should 
be  taken  by  surprise  is  really  astonishing.  Sir,  il 
was  unnecessary  10  have  new  peiitiona;  (b^gen- 
ilemao  ought  to  recollect  that,  ai  ihe  firat  seaaioit 
of  the    last   Congress,  the  select  ( ■""—  *- 


upon  during  Ihe  session ;  that,  at  the  last  &e>sioiL 
it  was  revived, and  the  commiliee  again  reported 
in  its  favor;  but,  from  ibe  pressure  of  important 
business,  it  wafl  not  acted  upon.  It  baa  now  been 
called  up,  as  part  of  the  unfinished  busiaeas  of  tha 
last  session,  and  referred  to  another  committee^ 
who,  after  a  consideration  of  eix  or  seven  weeks, 
have  again  rqwrled  in  its  favor.  Can  the  ganile- 
man  from  Maryland  now  say  he  has  been  lakea 
by  surprise?  Certainly  noi.  He  has  been  a  mem- 
ber of  ihe  House  from  the  commencement  of  this 
business,  and  ought  to  have  known  iia  progress; 
every  committee  to  whom  this  subject  tiac  hith- 
erto been  referred  has  uniformly  reported  in  it* 
favor,  and,  I  believe,  it  would  be  extremely  diffi- 
cult for  the  Speaker  of  tliis  House  lo  appoini  a 
committee  inaiseriminaiely  who  would  aot  make 
he  same  report.  But,  says  ihe  gentleman  again, 
Congress  may  legislate  over  a  part  of  the  Polo- 
mac,  ibey  may  build  a  causeway,  but  ihey  have 
no  right  to  build  a  biidga  entirely  acroaa  the 
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^eadamftB  from  Oeorgia,  (M/.  Eahly.)  also  ob- 
jecls  lo  our  right  lo  Tegislate  upoo  IhU  subject ; 
"  because,"  ssya  (he  geaitemaD,  '*  by  tbe  oomptici 
'belweeo  Virginia  and  Maryland,  neither  Slate 
'  bas  a  right  to  obstruct  tbe  DBvigaiiou  of  the  Po- 
'  tomsc,  and  ibe  ereetioD  of  a  bridge,  even  with  a 
'  draw,  will  be  such  an  obatruciibn  as  is.probibit- 
'  ed  b?  Ibai  compact ;"  and,  to  nive  us  the  true 
deGniiion  of  the  word  ''obstruct"  he  has  favored 
hb  with  Johnson's  Dictionary  as  an  authority, 
which  is  conclusive  with  him,  "  because  it  is  the 
plain,  good  old  English  deGoition,"  to  use  the  Ian- 


asked,  if  this  bridge  will  not  hinder 
And  if  so,  whether  it  will  not  obstruct  t  i  win, 
io  luy  turn,  ask  the  genileman  from  Oeorgia, 
whether  Congress  ha*  not  a  tight  to  estsbfish 
quarantine  regulations  within  the  District,  and  to 
kinder  vessels  from  proceeding  for  aceriain  num- 
ber of  days?  And  whether  they  have  not  a  right, 
if  an  enemy's  squadron  was  approaching  their 
capital,  to  preTent  their  approach,  by  throwing 
aeroas  thecnaonelachcTaux-de-friseor  any  other 
obsiruetion,  they  might  tbinkproper,far  the  pub- 
lic rafety  7  Surely  ibis  right  will  not  be  ques- 
tioned ;  and  yet  by  the  gentleman's  authority,  his 
good  old  English  authority,  it  would  be  a  hind- 
rance, an  impediment;  and,  of  course,  such  an 
obstrnction  as  is  prohibited  by  the  compact.  But, 
ID  what  light  is  tnis  subject  viewed  by  the  State 
cf  Maryland  7  Has  she  conceived  the  erection  of 
abridge  aorosE  thePotomaoas  violating  the  com- 
pact? I  believe  not,  sir.  We  find  (hat  the  Le- 
gislature of  that  Siate  passed  a  law  in  the  year 
1791,  previous  to  the  assumption  of  jurisdiction 
of  the  lerritorj  bv  the  United  Stales, authorizing 
the  erection  era  bridge  at  or  near  Oeorgetown. 
As  the  river  Potomac  is  navigable  for  some  dis- 
tance above  Georgetown,  we  must  consider  the 
passage  of  this  law  as  expressive  of  an  opinion  of 
tbe  l^islatnre  of  Marylaod,  that  the  erection  of 
a  bridge  below  the  head  of  tide  water,  is  not  such 
an  obstruction  or  injury  as  is  prohibited  by  the 
articles  of  compact  between  the  two  States.  By 
this  law  a  bridge  is  authorized  as  well  below  as 
above  Georgetown.  Indeed,  it  might  have  been 
iwilt  at  the  very  place  where  tbe  giesent  bridge 
ia  contemplated. 

An  honorable  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania 
(Mr,  Findley)  also  denies  the  right  of  Congress 
to  legislate  on  this  subject,  but  yet  he  admits  the 
right  to  improve.  Shall  We  attempt  to  improve 
thai  to  which  we  have  no  right  J  Certainly  not. 
He  has  also  attempted  to  cast  an  indirect  censure 
OD  the  committee,  by  insinuating  that,  qs  this  re- 
port differs  from  a  spurious  stalemenl,  just  laid 
upon  your  table,  they  were  influenced  by  improp- . 
er  considerations.  How  extremely  unjust  is  this' 
imputation  1  The  select  committee  to  whum  this 
■Dbjeet  bas  been  referred,  hare  delayed  their  re- 1 


port  for  several  weeks,  that  they  might  be  enabled 
to  procure  all  the  inrormaijon  upon  which  to 
form  a  correct  and  impartial  decision.  Their  sit- 
tings were  public  and  open  to  alt  parlies,  and  they 
formed  their  opinion  from  documents  alone,  sub- 
mitted to  them.  If  the  opponents  of  this  measure 
had  intended  to. act  fairly,  they  would  have  at- 
tended the  committee,  and  submiiied  to  them 
their  objections  and  statements,  and  if  there  bad 
appeared  contradictions  as  to  fact,  it  would  have 
been  the  duty  of  the  committee,  before  they  re- 

Krted,  to  have  investigated  the  subject,  and  to 
ve  Bscerlained  the  truth.  But  this  course  it 
seems,  they  did  not  think  proper  to  pursue;  tney 
were  afraid  of  investigation.  And  thev  have 
delayed  their  statements  until  the  subject  u 
already  under  discussion,  when  it  is  impos.sible  to 
contradict  it  by  iovestigation.  I  will  say  nothing 
of  the  impropriety  of  this  mode  of  proceeding,  or 
of  the  indecency  of  the  statement,  but  will  only 
notice  the  difference  in  distance  in  a  survey  said 
to  be  a  correct  one,  which  wasfumished  the  com- 
mittee three  years  ago,  and  by  which  they  hare 
been  governed  ;' and,  by  a  survey  recentlv  made 
and  secretly  circulated  among  the  members  of 
this  House  only  since  the  discussion  of  this  ques- 
tion. By  the  first  survey,  (the  correctness  of 
which  has  never  been  contradicted,)  there  appear- 
ed to  the  committee  to  be  a  saving  of  five  miles 
and  seven-eichths  between  the  Georgetown  route 
and  the  bridge  route  to  Alexandria,  from  the 
Capitol.  But,  it  is  said,  by  this  new  and  illegiti- 
mate survey,  which  has  found  its  way  into  this 
House  at  a  very  unseasonable  time,  and  under 
circumstances  of  extreme  suspicion,  that  the  dif- 
ference in  the  two  routes  is  a  inere nothing,  about 
a  mile,  or,  perhaps,  a  little  more.  1  will  not  vouch 
for  the  accuracy  of  the  first  survey  ;  it  is  possible 
there  mav  be  some  little  mistake  in  calculation, 
but  I  will  vonch  for  tbe  integrity  of  the  gentleman 
who  made  it.  I  have  long  known  him,  and  an 
honester  man  does  not  exist.  But  can  the  com- 
mittee hesitate  in  their  opinion  of  the  relative 
correctness  of  the  two  surveys  under  all  circum- 
stances? If  it  be  possible,  I  beg  them  to  cast 
their  eyes  to  the  town  of  Alexandria,  which  is 
due  south  from  the  Capitol,  end  then  to  George- 
town and  over  tbe  ferry,  which  is  about  three- 
and-a-half  miles  in  a  northwestern  direction,  and 
they  will  find  that  the  original  survey  cannot  be 


But  ihereisanothercireumstance  which  prove* 
indisputably  the  correctness  of  the  first  survey. 
General  Mason,  who  is-certainly  more  interested 
in  opposing  the  erection  of  this  bridje  than  anf 
other  person,  appeared  before  a  former  committee 
upon  tnis  subject  to  state  his  objections  to  it,  aad 
I  have  been  told  by  a  member  of  that  committee 
that  he  made  no  objection  to  the  correctness  of  the 
survey.  But  Mr.  Chairman,  if  it  be  possible  to 
donbt,  as  to  tfie  correctness  of  the  two  surveys,  f 
beg  the  Committee  to  afford  lime  for  ascertaining 
the  truth  by  voting  for  the  present  resolution,  and 
enable  us  to  bring  in  a  bill,  before  the  disco'sioa 
of  which  an  opportunity  may  be  given  of  resur- 
veying  the  different  routes,  and  which  will  enable 
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US  to  vote  Qndersiaodiogtf  upon  the  subject.  I 
will  now  aoswei  an  inquiry  made  by  the  geolle- 
maB  from  PeDnsyWaniaj  (Mr.  Fihdley.)  li  is 
asked  what  is  meant  by  the  public  interest  t  la  it, 
nys  the  geniteraan,  Georgetown,  Alexandria,  or 
the  City  of  WashingioD  7  I  aoswer,  do;  it  is 
neither.  1  fee]  no  partiality  for  either  place;  as  a 
Representative  upon  thiiflcor,  I  know  them  not; 
bnt  it  is  the  nation  at  laree  whose  interest  it  is 
my  wish  lo  promote  by  this  measure ;  and  it  is 
the  immediate  convenieQce  to  my  consliluents 
which  I  am  desirous  to  facilitate  and  assist.  Sir, 
I  havenoparlialily  upon  ibis  occasion.  If  I  could 
be  influenced  by  personal  feeliog,  I  know  of  no 
place  which  has  a  fairer  claim  than  Georgetown, 
and  I  should  be  happy  of  an  opportunity  of  man- 
ifesting it,  upon  any  proper  occasion.  For  its 
Jnhabitanti  generally  I  have  the  highest  respect, 
and  for  those  in  particular  with  whom  I  have  had 
The  pleasure  of  an  acquaintance,  1  will  add.  par- 
tiality and  friendship  ;  but  considerations  oi  this 
kind  must  yield  to  public  duty. 

We  are  assembled  here  to  consult  and  promote 
the  general  good,  and  I  shoqld  be  unfaithful  lo 
my  own  judgment  if  I  did  not  give  to  this  meas- 
ure my  decided  support. 

Mr.  QotNCY  supported ;  and  Messrs.  DAwaott. 
0>  W.  Campbell,  MAonunER,  Vabnom,  ana 
Masterb,  opposed  the  resolution  ;  when  the  ques- 
tion was  taken,  and  the  resolmton  carried — yeas 
60,  nays  51.  Tlie  Committee  immediately  rose 
and  reported  their  agreement  to  the  resolution. 
The  House  took  the  report  into  consideration. 


TiAi — JoMph  Backar,  Bniwell  Baawt,  Gaorge  M. 
Bedinger,  Silas  Bettom.  William  -Batler,  Levi  Cawj, 
Martin  Chittenden,  John  ClBibome,  Chnitophvr  CUrk, 
Fredeiick  Conrad,  Orchard  Cook,  Leonard  Covington, 
Jacob  Cronntnshield,  Ena  Duby,  £Iiu  Earle,  Eba- 
nezar  Ehner,  WiUiim  Elj,  Jamci  Fltk,  James  M.  Gaf- 
nett,  Peteraon  Goodwjn,  Silas  Haliey,  6etU  Hastings, 
William  Helms,  David  Hough,  Walter  Jones,  James 
EeD;.  Thomas  Kenan,  John  Lunbcrt,  Joaeph  Lewis, 
inn.,  Henry  W.  Livingston,  Matthew  Ljon,  David 
Meiiwether,  Nicholas  H.  Moore,  Thomas  Moore,  Jon- 
athan O.  MoBsly,  Thomas  Nawton,  jr.,  J<4in  Pngh,  Jo- 
rish  Quincy,  Thomas  M.  Randolph,  Jacob  Richards, 
John  RuHell,  Peter  Ssillj,  Martin  G.  Schnneman, 
Henry  Soulbard,  Richard  Stanford,  JoMph  Stanton. 
William  Stedman,  Lewis  B,  Sturges,  Samuel  Taggartj 
Benjamin  Tallmadgs,  David  Thomas,  Philip  R.  Tbomp- 
■m,  Uri  Tracy,  Abram  Trigg,  Killiaa  K.  Van  Reus- 
•elaei,  Peleg  Wadnrortii,  Eliphalet  Wickes,  Nadian 
Williasw,  AJaiandet  Wilson,  Joseph  Winston,  and 
Thoma*  Wynna. 

Nai*— WiUis  Alston,  junior,  Imao  Anderson,  John 


iaebtt,  David  Bard,  Barnabas  Bidwell,  John  Blake, 
jvn.,  Thomas  Btoant,  Robert  Brown,  Joaeph  fiT7an, 
Qaorge  W.  Iliampball,  John  Campbell,  John  Chandlei, 
Saiauel  W.  Dana,  John  Davenport,  J un.,  John  Dawson, 
Petei  Eariy,  Junes  Blliot,  Jobn  Fowler,  Charles  Golds- 
borough,  Edwin  Gray,  Andrew  Gregg,  Isaiah  L.  Oreen, 
John  Hamilton,  James  HoUind,  David  Holoiei,  Patrick 
Uagruder,  Robert  Marion,  Josisb  Masters,  Jercmiih 
Honow,  John  Monow,  Jeremiah  Ndaon,  Roger  Nel< 


son,  Gideon  Olin,  Timothy  Pitkin,  jun.,  John  Bea,  of 
Pennsylvana,  John  Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Thomas  Sand- 
ford,  James  Bloan,  John  Cotton  Siaith,  John  Smith, 
O'Brien  Smith,  Samaet  Smith,  Samuel  Tenney,  Josefrii 
B.  Virnum,  Mattbew  Walton,  John  Whitehill.  Robert 
Whitehill,  David  B.  WiUiama,  a>d  Marmadnke  Wi»- 

Ordtred,  That  a  bill,  or  bills,  be  brought  in, 
oDTBuant  to  the  foregorog  resolntinn ;  and  that 
Mr.  TsOMPaoR,  of  VinoTNiA,  Mr.  Campbei.1^  of 
Maryland,  Mr.  Lfiwis,  Mr.  Maorddsr,  aod  Mrl 
BcTLBR,  do  prepare  and  bring  in  the 'same. 

Mr.  Early  moved  that  when  the  House  ad- 
joum.  they  adjourn  till  Monday. 

Mri  CRowniNSBiELD  hoped  the  motion  wooli 
not  prevail;  but  that  the  House  won  Id  placed 
without  delay  to  the  great  national  eoncemt  that 
demanded' their  attention. 

Messrs.  Qoihct,  Newton,  and  Barlt,  hoped 
that  the  motion  would  nrevail ;  that  time  migbl 
be  allowed  for  reading  toe  voluminoQs  documents 
presented,  and  for  reflection  on  tbeimportaDt sub- 
ject expected  to  come  under  riew  on  Monday— 
the  Don -importation  with  Britain. 

The  yeas  and  nays  wer«  theii  taken  on  Mr. 
Barlt's  motion,  which  was  agreed  to — yeas  6^ 
nays  54,  and  the  House  adjourned  iintil  Monday. 

MoNDAT,  February  3. 

A  memorial  of  the  merchants  of  the  town  of 
Boston,  in  the  State  of  Massachusetts,  was  pre- 
sented to  the  House  and  read,  staling  that  tney 
have  witnessed,  with  mingled  leeliQga  of  indigna- 
tion towards  ilie  perpetrators,  and  of  cummisera- 
tioD  for  their  unfortunate  countrymen,  the  insulti 
and  barbaritLCB  which  the  commerce  of  these 
States  has  sustained  from  the  cruisers  of  France 
and  Spain ;  but  that  it  is  their  object,  in  the  pres- 
ent memorial,  to  confine  their  aaimadversions  to 
the  more  alarming,  because  more  numerous  and 
extensive  detentions  aud  con deraaat ions  of  Ameii- 
ean  vessels,  by  Great  Britain,  and  to  advert  to  the 
principles  recently  avowed  and  adopted  by  hei 
courts,  relative  to  neutral  trade  in  articles  of  colo- 
nial produce:  principles  which,  if  admitted,  or 
rraclised  upon  id  all  the  latitude  which  may  lair- 
y  be  inferred  lo  be  iotended,  would  be  destructive 
of  the  navigation,  and  radically  impair  the  most 
lucrative  commerce  of  our  coUDlryj  and  praying 
that  such  measures  may  be  adopted  by  negoiia- 
tion,  or  otherwise,  in  the  wisdom  of  the  Govera- 
ment,  as  will  tend  to  disembarrass  our  commerce, 
assert  our  rights,  and  support  the  dignity  of  the 
United  Slates. — Referred  to  the  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  stale  of  the  Union. 

A  petition  of  the  crew  of  the  late  frigate  Pfailr 
adelphia,  signed  by  Christopher  Simmons  for  him- 
self and  the  rest  of  the  said  crew,  was  presented 
to  the  House  and  read,  praying  mief  io  consider- 
ation of  preseul  distress,  occafioned  by  sufferings 
sustained  while  in  captivity  at  Tripoli.— Referred 
to  Messrs.  Leib,  GoLnsBoaouoB,  aod  CiiAHnLGE. 

Mr.  GnEoa,  from  the  Cummiltee  on  Public 
Lands,  made  a  report  on  the  petition  of  F.  Mea- 
sonier,  ptaying  either  a  dooaiion  of  land  oc  aa 
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«zUn«iau  of  the  usual  time  of  paynunt  tlterefpr, 
to  aid  bim  ia  ihe  cuUivation  of  ihe  rine.  The 
MIKiirt  is  iiofarorable,  not  oaiy  to  tbe  prayer  of 
tkia  ioriividual  case,  hut  likewiu  t«  the  prineiitl« 
on  wtiieh  it  is  fouBded. 

The  HoMe  immediately  took  4ke  report  ifeto 
es^deiatiMt,  and  coDourred  in  it  wiihoBt  di- 

A  bill  was  received  from  rite  Etenale,  makiog  a 
farther  approprialion  for  the  supjport  of  a  Ubrary. 
The  hill  appropriates,  in  addition  to  tlie  unex- 
pended bah  nee  of  a  fbniler  appro  pria lion,  ihe 
yearly  sam  of  $1,000  for  fire  years.  lo  he  applied 
onder  ibe  ^ireccion  of  a  joint  committee  of  tbree 
members  of  Ihe  Senate  aod  three  members  of  th< 


HOL 


eleired  to  a  Comniiltee  of  the  Wiiole 


A  bill  was  tikewi««  r«aei'ed  from  tbe  Senate  to 
MpMl  in  part  the  bunb  section  of  «p  act  to  au^ 
tborue  the  srant*  a£  land  to  the  Fieoch  iahabi- 


_ ,     «lhe  eondkiea  af  actual  Ht- 

ttcmeot. — Referred  to  the  ConHnllUe  ok  (he  Pub- 
Jie  Lands. 

On  notion  of  Mr.  LKt*,  tive  Hoyae.  tv^ot  ifiiD  a 
Committee  of  the  Wtvile  on  th*  rtport  of  a  select 
wunmiuee  makiog  extra  allowBDcea  to  certain 
facers  of  Ihe  Uo«se  for  «Ura  setriaM  rawlerad 
during  tke  last  ceaiiao. 

The  resolutioD  authorizes  the  payment  of  (300 
to  the  Clerk,  Q200  to  William  Lambert,  Josia* 
W.  Eios,  the  SerfieBnt-at'Arms,  tbe  Doorkeeper, 
and  the  AMistaot  Doorkeeper,  eacb,  and  $50  to 
Blexius  Spaldine  and  John  Philips,  each. 

Chi  matioD  of  Mr.  Finblbt,  $100  ««•  allowed 
to  liuae  LiDaiB,  Chaplain. 

After  a  ffaort  debate  (be  rtsohitiob  wai  agreed 
lo— ayes  47,  noes  42. 

Tbe  Committee  then  me,  and  Ae  Houm  took 
np  their  report^  and  concurred  in  tbe  reaolntioa  as 
Ktnended — yeas  60,  nays  55.' 

A  Message  wa"  received  from  the  Presideet  of 
the  trniteiT  StatsR,  eoclosiog  a  letter  from  th« 
GoTernor  of  South  Carolina,  staling  tbe  cession 
to  the  United  States  of  certain  sites  of  forts,  &c., 
on  certain  coaditioos. — Referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee of  the  Wholf  oa  tbe  state  of  the  Union. 

A  Message  was  likewise  rei;eivaJ  trom  tbe  Pres- 
ident of  the  United  States,  layiog  befoie  tbe  two 
Houses,  for  providioj;  the  fiaeSDB  of  fulfilling  titem, 
■ix  Indian  tt«atias,  for  the  extiofuisboeDt-of  In- 
dian rights  to  laoda  within  the  United  Stataa. 

Tbe  Prcsidaot  aUled  that  the  Senate  bad  ad- 
vised tba  ratiicatioQ  of  these  treaties,  viz : 

l.Troaiy  with  the  Wyandota,  &«.;3.  With  the 
nne,  fte.;  3.  With  the  Delawares;  4.  WUh  the 
Chickasaws;  5.  With  the  Cberokees;  6  With 
the  Greeks. — Referred  to  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Stanford,  the  House  re- 
solved itself  into  a  Committee  of  ihe  Whole  on 
the  bill  altering  (he  time  for  holdioK  ih«  Circuit 
Court  for  tbe  district  of  North  CaroliQa. 

A&et  the  blanks  were  filled,.Jdr.  Macoh  oOeidl 


a  new  section  for  iocjeasiog  the  salary  of  the  dia- 
tricl  judge  of  North  Carolina  &om  $1,500  to 
$2,000. 

After  debate,  this  motion  was  lost  by  a  ^reat 
majority,  as  were  other  motions,  successively 
made,  to  allow  a  salary  of  $1,800,  $1,700,  and 
$1,600. 

The  Committee  rose,  and  reported  the  bill,  and 
Ihe  Hoi)se  ordered  it  lo  a  third  reading  to-morrow. 

INTBBCODH8E  WITH  GREAT  BHITAm. 

Hr.  J.  Ramdolbb  said,  the  U»tu«  wouk)  recol- 
lect better  than  he  did.  for  he  was  not  present  U 
the  lime,  the  very  important  resolution  referred 

on  tbe  motion  of  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylv»- 
vania,  (Mr.  GBEua,)  whom  he  s»w  in  his  place,  to 
the  Comraiuee  of  iJie  Whole  on  the  slate  of  the 
Union.  Jt  waf  no  part  of  his  purpose  al  thia 
lime  to  discuss  the  merits  of  that  resolution,  an4 
it  was  siiil  further  froia  liis  purpose  to  tbraw  any 
iiApedimtiQt,  or  create  any  delay  in  briogiog  fgr-^ 
ward  tbftt  discussioBj  the  more  so,  as  he  ooosidr 
eied  the  whole  cwiBlry  south  of  tke  seat  of  Gov- 
ernment,^ and  more  particuUdy  that  part  of  the 
country  in  which  be  resided,  decidedly  interested 
i(i  aspeedy  and  pcompt  [ecepiiou  or  rejection  of 
the  proposiiLon.  Indeed,  such  was  his  opinion  of 
tli,«  ne«essiiyof  its  being  speedily  acted  upon,  that 
as  stxiD  as  he  saw  tbe  resolution  which  bad  been 
ofiered,  which  was  not  until  Friday,  when  it  wa> 
laid  on  their  table,  tbe  (irsi  »ugees|>oa  of  his  mind 
was  to  move  the  going  immediately  into  a  Com> 
mitiee  of  Ihe  Whole  on  il;  as.  those  genllemeii 
with  whom  be  had  tbe  honor  of  holdiiig;  personal 
Bud  political  intercourse  would  tesii^.  But  i^ 
more  mature  reflectioo  bad  convinceu  him  that 
before  tbe  resolution  could  receive  that  ultimate 
decision  which  he  trusted  it  would  receive,  the 
House  st«od  In  nsvd  of  material  information, 
which,  however  it  misbc  be  io  the  possession  of 
this  or  that  individnar  was  not  possessed  by  tha 
body  of  the  Uoose.  His  object  inaddressing  the 
HouKe  was  to  obtain  this  information  from  the 
properauthority,  from  the  Head  of  a  Department. 
which  was  the  only  way  in  which  information  of 
a  satisfactory  nature,  such  as  ought  to  influencB 
tbe  decision  of  the  House,  ouaht  to  be  obtained. 
Mr.  R.  thftQ  submitted  the  following  resolution : 

Itaolnd,  That  tba  BecrMu?  of  dte  TrBssoij  b« 
diracted  to  lay  bafore  this  HouM  a  ststMnsnl  of  Uw 
exports  and  itopocto  of  the  Unit«d  States,  to  and  fiam 
Qnat  Biil*ili  snd  It*lu>dt  and  tbe  Am«iiosn  colonies 
of  the  will*,  tor  the  two  last  jears,  disttngnitiiing  &• 
eoloitmi  trade,  from  that  of  tbe  notber  eoontr;,  a»d 
speoifjiDg  tbe  Tsriana  aiitcle*  of  axp*^  a»A  import^ 
witb  die  SBKinM  ol  duties  psLjaUei  on  Iha  latter. 

Mr.  8Hit.rB  expressed  himself  in  favor  Of  the 
resolution,  and  olMcrved  that  the  species  of  infor- 
mation called  toT  had  not  been  received  by  the 
House  later  than  1803. 

Mr.  CROWNiNsn!BL.D  was  of  opinion  that  it 
WouW  be  best  to  extend  the  resolofion  so  as  lo 
tmbraee  tbe  British  Provinces  of  Nova  Scotia 
atid  New  Brunswick,  attd  the  provinces  beyond 
the  Cape  of  Good  Hope. 

.A  eonyersatipn  ofwnie  length  ensued  between 
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Hessn.  Crowhinsbield,  Bidwell,  and  Alston, 
«n  the  one  side';  and  Messrs.  J.  Rahdolpb  and 
J.  Claf  on  Ihe  other,  on  amending  the  rFsoluiiun. 
The  farmer  geDilemen  were  for  amending  ttie 
lesolution  so  as  to  embrace  a  period  of  peace  as 
well  aa  war,  and  (o  obiajn  ioformation  from  "all 
the  dependencies  of  Qreat  Briiain,"  which  the 
latter  gentlemen  opposed  on  various  grounds,  one 
«f  which  was,  thai  if  this  addiiional  inforniaiioo 
were  desirable,  it  eoald  be  obtained  by  a  distinct 
lesolution.'  - 

Oq  Mt.  Cbowninsbield's  moiien  to  amend  the 
resolution,  so  as  to  extend  it  lo  "Briiisb  depen- 
denoies,"  generally,  the  House  divided — ayes  43, 
noes  67. 

Mr.  NicBOLBONBOggested  the  propriety  of  add- 
ing the  following  words  to  the  resolution,  in  which 
the  mover  acquiescing,  they  were  incorporated 
into  it : 

"  And  also  a  itatcntfDt,  showing  in  detajl  the  quin- 
lity  and  *alv«  of  the  like  articles  of  import  brought  in- 
lo  the  United  Slates,  irom  other  nstioiu  rapectivel;, 
wiflk  the  rate  and  emoimt  of  dut;  thereon." 

The  resolution,  thus  modified,  was  agreed  to 
without  a  division. 

Mr.  CRowHTNBHiBLn  then  moved  thftfollowing 
resolution.  He  said,  in  substance,  it  was  the 
same  with  the  ameadment  which  De  had  pro- 
posed to  the  resolution  of  tlie  geDtlemao  from 

Rttohtd,  Th^i  the  Secretsr;  of  the  TTeasary  be 
directed  to  laj  before  this  House  ■  stBtement  of  the 
smoant  of  the  exports  and  imports  lo  and  from  the 
British  dependencies,  other  tban  those  of  America,  for 
the  last  two  ytazt. 

This  resolutioD  was  likewise  agreed  to  without 
a  division. 

PETITION  OF  PRANCW  AMORT. 

Mr.  CaowitiHaHiELD,  from  the  Committee  of 
Commerce  and  Manufactures,  to  whom  was  re- 
ferred, on  the  8th  instant,  the  petition  of  Francis 
Amory,  merchant,  of  Boston,  Massachusetts,  made 
the  following  report: 

The  following  &cts  are  stated  in  (be  documents  ac- 
eonpanjing  the  petition.  That  the  petitioner  was  the 
owner  of  the  ship  Aetrea,  an  American  vessel,  cou- 
manded  hj  Bolomon  Slanwood,  which  sailed  from  Ba- 
(avia,  in  the  month  of  Deoember,  1804,  bound  lo  Bos- 
ton, and  loaded  with  a  cargo  of  sugar  and  cofiee. 
Tliiat,  on  the  17th  of  Januaiy  following,  being  then  in 
the  Indian  ocean,  the  ship  eiperjanced  ■  fiolant  hniri- 
eane,  and  was  dismasted,  and  otherwise  so  wreched 
and  disabled,  as  to  be  obliged  to  pnt  into  the  Isle  of 
France  for  the  preserTsuoo  of  the  lives  irf  the  crew, 
and  the  property  on  board.  That,  upon  examination 
in  that  island,  Gnding  the  ship  not  leaworthj,  and  that 
it  was  impassible  to  repair  hsr,exc«pt  at  an  expense  of 
aiitsen  or  seventeen  thousand  dollsn,  which  greatly 
exceeded  her  then  value,  the  master  was  obliged  to 
abandon  her,  aud  she  was  condemned  and  sold  for  the 
boneGt  of  the  anderwriters,  ind  aU  concerned.  The 
master  snd  supercargo  now  stale,  that,  as  no  Ameiican 
bottom  couldbeoblalnedtotranBportlhecsrgo  to  Amer- 
ica, thej  charterxd  the  Swedish  snip  Pelee,  and  shipped 
the  same  in  thst  vessel  lo  Boston,  where  she  lately 
arrived.    The  CoUedor  of  Beaton  dtarged  the  alien  or 


foreign  duty  on  the  Pelee's  cargo,  as  she  waa  a  foredgD 
ship,  and  it  is  this  additional  dntj  which  the  peti' 
tioner  is  desirous  sbonhl  be  remiUed  to  him,  upon  the 
ground  that  the  cargo  was  originally  shipppd  in  an 
American  vessel,  and  thst  the  change  of  bottom,  which 
snbsequsntiy  todt  place,  was  an  act  of  necessity  be- 

Jond  his  control,  and  for  whkh  he  aught  not  to  auflar. 
t  wilt  be  observed  b?  the  House,  that  the  cargo  in  qnsa- 
tioD  was  imported  into  the  United  States  in  a  foreign 
ship,  and  it  is  known  that  the  charactai  of  the  ship  de- 
leiminss  the  amount  of  duties  payable  upon  the  cargo 
ioiporled  in  her.  The  cargo  may  be  American  proper- 
tj,  but  if  the  ship  is  sailing  under  a  foreign  flag,  or 
even  under  the  flag  of  the  United  States,  and  is  not 
furnished  with  an  American  register,  the  cargo  is  lia- 
ble to  the  eitra  duty  alluded  lo,  and  the  ship  herself  ia 
charged  with  the  foreign  ttmnage  duty.  By  the  liwa 
now  in  fqrce,  it  will  be  found  that  all  goods,  wares,  and 
merchandise,  imported  into  the  United  Stsles'  in  ves- 
sels not  of  the  United  Slates,  are  subject  to  paj  the 
addition  of  ten  per  cent,  on  the  amount  of  duty,  char- 
geable npon  siniilar  articles  imported  in  American  ves- 
sels. The  following  statement  will  point  out  the  dif- 
ference of  duty  between  a  foreign  and  an  Ainerioaa. 
ahip,  and  iheir  respective  cargoes,  upon  entering  a  port 
of  the  United  States. 

American  SAip. 
For  instance :  A  cargo  is  imported  A'om  a  foreign  port 
or  place,  in  an  American  vessel,  and  the  duty  amount* 

to »1,000 

Tonnage  dn^  tor  th«  ship,  snppoaad  to  be  of 
the  burden  of  200  tons,  at  aix  cauls  per  t«B  IS 


Dutyoi 


n  the  Amsrican 


To  which  add  the  ten  psrcenLadditioitaldu^ 

for  foreign  vessels      .        -        .        -        . 

Add,  also,  the  foreign  tannage  At  300  tons,  at 


And  the  foreign  light  money,  for  the  same  tOD- 


Tbe  amount  of  tonnage  and  the  light  money, 
for  the  foreign  ahip  and  the  duty  on  her 
cargo,  will  be  IJOO 

Here,  it  is  manifest,  the  advantage  is  on  the  side  of 
tha  American  vesael,  in  oar  own  ports ;  but  the  disad- 
vantages our  vesssis  snfler  in  foreign  porta,  from  the 
eitrsordinsry  impositions  on  our  commerce  and  ship- 
ping, more  than  eounterbslanea  the  trifling  additional 
expenses  to  whii^  foreign  vessels  we  subject  upon  en- 
tering the  ports  of  the  United  States;  and  if  the  United 
States  should,  at  once,  repeal  all  tha  alian  or  addition^ 


adopt  the  same  liberal  and  just  policy  towards  Ameri* 
can  ships  and  cargoes,  when  entering  their  ports,  plac- 
ing them  on  an  equal  footing  with  their  own,  com- 
nterce  would  be  free  from  some  of  the  shackles  witt 
which  it  is  at  present  burdened,  and  a  fair  competition 
in  every  mailet  would  soon  determine  who  could  af- 
ford to  sell  cheapest  This  is  all  that  is  wanted  to  give 
U  American  shipping  and  commerce  the  free  scope  to 
cbterprise,  and  a  rMdy  and  advaatagtmis  sale  of  onr 
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piodiietioiia,  with  cheap  retuma  for  the 
cominiUce  ban  b«en  led  lo  make  theae  obaerrationa, 
pTenans  to  giving  their  opinion  on  the  preaent  applica- 
tion for  a  remiaaion  of  the  additiCDil  datiea  intpoied 
on  the  cargo  of  a  foreign  (hip.  The;  aaemed  to  have 
a  beariog  OD  the  eubjcct,  and  are  auppoeed  to  be  of 
Bome  importance,  from  ■  conaiileration  that  it  would  be 
ineipedient  to  allow  inch  a  claim  without  flirt  repei  ~ 
ing  the  discriminating  law. 

IT  the  dutj  on  the  cargo  ia  relumed,  it  wonld  ci 
taini;  be  *■  bil  to  return  the  foreign  tonnage  dutiea ' 
the  ahip.  The  committee  are  not  informed  of  any  o 
inelance  where  either  ba>  been  done.  It  ii  true,  thi> 
waa  a  conatrain«d  importation,  but  it  ii  ah«adf  aeen, 
if  the  cargo  had  been  brou|^t  in  ■ny'nnregutered  Tea- 
ad  of  die  United  Stataa,  it  mort  have  been  oharged 
with  the  additiooal  dnlj.  The  cargo  came  traa  a  for. 
eign  port,  and  waa  of  breign  production,  end  imported 
hi  a  iiniga  baitt  Tewel.  It  having  bean  ones  on  board 
•n  American  ahip  aeema  to  make  Tary  little  diflerence 
in  iCa  favor.  It  on^t  ta  gira  it  no  new  or  eitraordi- 
naiy  [nivilegea.  Let  the  committee  be  allowed  to  re- 
*aTBe  the  eaae,  and  to  aopaota  the  Aatrea  had  bean  the 
fareign  ahip,  and  the  Felea  the  American  ship,  and 
aU  the  other  drcnmitaocee  had  been  limilar  in  evarj 
reepect.  The  cargo  then  i*  imported  in  the  Pdee,  en- 
titled to  Amencan  priiil^es,  nhen  it  might  have  been 
imported  in  the  Aatrea,  if  no  accident  had  happened 
lo  tier  on  the  voyage.  Should  the  American  or  foreign 
datiea  be  charged  on  auch  an  importation  ?  Sorety, 
the  American  dutiea.  And  would  it  not  have  been 
BianiTeatly  unjuat  to  have  charged  the  owner  with  the 
fbittgn  duliea  on  the  cargo  of  the  American  ebip, 
merely  because  it  waa  taken  from  a  foreign  ahipl  And 
yet.  if  the  principle  ia  correct  in  one  caM,  it  muat  be 
w  in  the  other.  If.  howerer,  the  traiushipment  had 
been  made  al  aea,  from  an  American  to  a  loreign  ahip, 
nodei  circomitancee  of  eminent  dlatreea,  it  woiild  have 
flaeed  ihe  claim  on  eomewhat  higher  gionnd ;  bnl, 
«en  in  thia  ctae,  the  committae  would  hardly  b^ve 
felt  themaelTea  anthoiiied  lo  piopoae  a  relnra  of  the 
additional  dniiea.  The  amount  of  the  duty  on  tliu 
importation  ia  not  staled  ia  any  documenta  accompa- 
nying the  petition.  If  the  cargo  wai  re-eiported,  the 
tra  per  cent,  additional  duty  was  retained,  besides  the 
Usual  three  and  a  half  per  cant,  deducted  &om  the 
drawback. 

The  eoinmittee  are  aatiifled,  if  thia  claim  was  al- 
lowed, it  would  lead  tomany  othenof  a  similar  nsture, 
uid  the  taw  being  clear  and  explicit  on  this  bead,  they 
are  of  opinion  that  the  Hoose  ought  not  to  grant  the 


documents  aeeonpanylng  it. 

The  report  was  rererred  lo  a  CoiDtniiree  of  ihe 
Whole  OQ  Thursday  nexl- 

Tdesday,  February  4. 

TheSpBAKERlHidbpforetheHottaealetterrrom 
the  QoTeroor  of  Orleios,  eorerins  ■  petiiion  rrom 
we  lUgeots  of  ibe  Univeriity  of  that  Territory, 
Paying  a  doDBtion  of  la ndi.— Referred  lo  ihe 
ComiBiiiee  oa  Public  Lands. 

An  eagrDaaed  bill  for  altering  the  time  for  hold- 
ing the  elrcaii  court  in  Ibe  disirlci  of  North  Car- 
■>lina  was  read  the  third  lime,  and  pasted- 

TheHouse  veDtimo  CommiueeoCihe  Whola 
<U  the  bill  ntpeeiing  bonds  gireti  by  Marahaisl 


After ameodiDg  the  jame  the Cornmidee  rote, sod 
the  House  ordered  ihe  bill  lo  the  third  reading. 

A  Message  was  received  from  the  PREiioinT  OF 
THS  United  States  as  follows : 
To  Ihe  Houtt  of  Repraentatitiet  of  tht  Vaittd  Stata  .- 

Sundry  letters  relative  to  Hamet  Caramalli;  id  additioa 
to  Ibe  doenments  which  accompanied  my  Messsge  of 
January  13tb,  having  been  sent  to  the  Senate,  on  their 

Erticular  reqneat,  the  aame  are  now  trvnimitled  to  the 
Duse  of  RepreaenlatiTea  also,  aa  the  aame  satject  ia 
before  them.  TH.  JEFFERSON. 

FaaauABT  *,  1806. 

The  said  Message  was  read,  and,  together  with 
Ihe  docDments  transmiiied  iherewilh,  referred  to 
Ihe  committee  appointed,  on  the  ibirteenth  ultimo, 
on  a  Message  from  ibe  President  of  the  Uaited 
Stsftea  respecting  the  applicaiion  of  Hamet  Gar- 
amalli,  ei- Bashaw  of  Tripoli. 

YAZOO  CLAIMS. 

Mr.  Orecki  called  for  the  order  of  the  day  oa  a 

resolution  offered  by  him  lo  repeal  so  moch  of  an 

act  as  auihorizaa  the  approfiTiatioii  of  laods  lo  the 

Yazoo  claitDania. 


lal  busineas  might  be  ti 
acted,  undisturbed  by  the  irritation  which  ibia  iuIk 
ject  generally  gare. rise  10. 

Mr.  AbtTON  declared  himself  in  favor  of  a  eom- 
proraise  by  commiMioners.  If  ihis  course  sboald 
be  disagreed  to,  he  would  hare  ao  objection  lo 
agree  lo  (be  resolulioa  oSeted  by  the  genileman 
from  Pennsylvaoia- 

Mr.  Obboq  trusted  the  motion  for  postponement 
would  not  prevail.  The  resolution  had  beenanb- 
mitted  verv  early  in  the  session.  The  mover  had 
waived  calling  it  up  this  day  that  the  naiional  busi- 
ness might  be  ^nt  attended  to.  In  this  businesa 
the  House  had  progreaaed  to  a  point,  ai  which  it 
appeared  convenient  tu  lake  up  the  reaoluiioa. 
Information  had  been  required,  which  would  not 
probably  be  received  for  some  days.  In  the  ia- 
terim  a  decision  might  be  had  on  the  teaoluiion. 
The  subjecl  had  been  so  long  before  the  House, 
and  had  been  so  fully  discussed,  thai  there  did  not 
appear  lo  be  occaaion  for  much  debate,  nor  did  he 
ihinL  the  irritaiion  alluded  to  by  hi*  colleague, 
would  take  place.  He  hoped,  ii^  the  subject  was 
eniated  upon,  the  discussion  would  be  conducted 
with  that  prudence  and  temper  that  were  eaaential 
to  ihe  discovery  of  truth. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to— ^ eaa  65. 
IMPORTATION  OF  SLAVES. 

On  (he  motion  of  Mr.  Sloan  the  House  weitl 
into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  (he  hilt  impo- 
sing a  duty  on  slaves  imported  into  the  United 

A  motion  made  by  Mr.  Osego,  tequiriog  the 
duly  lobe  paid  at  the  time  ol  entry,  was  agreed  to 
— yeas  54,  nays  34. 

Mr.  J.  Rahdolpb  moved,  with  the  view  oi  get- 
ling  rid  of  the  businesa,  that  the  Committee  should 

The  motion  was  suppotied  by  Meases.  J.  RtM- 
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DOLPfl,  and  MoLLxSD,  and  opposed  bv  Messrs. 
Smilib.  Fisk,  Sloan,  «nd  eouTHARo;  aod  din- 
greed  to— yets  42,  Bsfa  61. 

Mr.  BiDWELL  observed,  tlikt  it  had  beeo  objeot- 
cd  bj  seToral  geDclemeD,  particularly  by  one  of 
hi>  colleagues,  agsinst  thU  bill,  laying  a  duty  of 
ten  dollars  a  bead  oa  the  importaiion  of  slaves^ 
Ib'U  it  would  Tiitt^ally  saaciioa  and  legalize  the 
inMiioe,  bv  making  it  a  source  of  reveaue.  The 
objeetion,  he  thought,  was  itot  w«ll  founded,  bo- 
cause  the  legalitv  or  illegality  of  such  importB- 
lioo  was  not  within  the  cooirol  of  the  Oenetal 
OoremnicDl.  Congress  had  no  power  (o  prevent 
the  impotiatioa  until  the  year  1808.  All  ituy 
were  authorized,  in  the  meantHBe,  to  do  towatdi 


Ihev  had  authority  to  prohibit,  ajid  iosteat.  ..  _ 
prohibitioD,  should  levy  a  tax,  it  might  be  uid, 
wiih  some  proprieCy,  thai,  by  so  doing,  they  com- 
{Htratively  encoliraged  the  trade.  Or  if,  after  the 
fiine  when  a  prohibition  can,  by  the  CoBStiintioD, 
be  laid,  GongTCii  shall  suffer  a  Itz^nly  to  be  con- 
tinued, the  eennure  may  be  iocarred.  Hs  was, 
therefore,  of  oninioa  that  the  contiDnakce  of  the 
tai  ought  to  M  limited  to  that  time.  Aeeord- 
ingly,  he  niaved  to  amend  the  bill  by  inserting, 
after  the  word  "hereafter,"  in  the  foarth  linei  the 
words  "  aud  before  the  year  of  our  Lord  eae  ikou- 
aand  eisht  hundred  and  eight." 

Mr.  Sloak  said,  by  way  of  ebjeetioo,  that  it 
was  not  yet  certain  that  such  a  pn^bitioD  would 
then  be  imposed. 

Mr.  BiswBt^L  replied,  that  whether  a  prohib»- 
tioo  should  then  be  adopted  or  not,  hs  ihooght  tl 
would  bs  objeciiunable  to  eoatioue  a  tax,  at  Cod- 
grees  will  have  the  power  to  prevent  the  praoliee 
by  prohibllioo.  ladeed,  he  was  oonviaeed  that 
an  act  might  now  be  pajued  prohibiiiog  soch  im- 
portation after  a  limiied  time;  and,  if  this  amend- 
ment shoold  be  adopted  by  tb«  CtAnmittee,  he 
would  move,  as  a  further  amendment,  an  addi- 
tional sectioM  to  ibikt  efieet. 

The  amendment  was  adopted, 

Mr.  BiDWBLL.— Mri  Chairman,  the  Committee 
baviitg  adopted  an  amesdntent,  limiting  the  coa- 
tiaaance  rf  the  proposed  tai  to  the  period  preeed- 
ing  the  year  1808, 1  will  now,  in  perfermanec  of 
my  promise,  move  an  addiitoaal  seotion,  to  pro- 
hibit the  Importalisn  altogether  after  that  time. 
Before  I  submit  the  motion,  I  beg  leave  lo  state 
some  of  the  reasons  w^ich  tttduee  me  to  make  it, 
and  oil  vvhich  its  propriety  must  depend.  In  do- 
ing this,  it  is  not  neoess!iry  lo  trace  the  history  of 
the  slave  trade.  It  is  equftllyunoecetsary  lo  con- 
sider it,  as  it  respects  the  principles  of  justice  and 
morality.  It  is  sufficient  to  view  it  in  the  light 
of  policy  alone,  and  chat  oniv  ona  nalional  scale. 
For  with  the  poliiicsl  interests  of  the  particular 
States,  any  further  than  ihey  make  a  part  of  the 
national  policy,  we  have  no  concern.  It  belong* 
not  to  Congress,  but  to  the  constituted  authorities 
of  each  State  to  regulate  its  own  internal  affairs, 
in  this  as  well  as  other  respects.  The  Statee  have 
adopted  their  own  systems.  A  gentleman  from 
Virginia  has  lotd  us  that  that  State  complained 
of  it,  as  one  of  the  grieranoee  to  which  they  wetel 


subjected,  under  the  British  Crown,  that  the  Kia( 
in  Council  negatived  the  acts  of  their  LegisialuM, 
prohilniiDg  any  further  imporisiion  of  slnvea; 
and  that,  as  soon  as  tbtj  were  fieed  from  British 
xhacktes  by  the  Revolution,  they  passed  a  prcdtih- 
itory  act.  The  policy  was  honorable  and  jost. 
Other  genitemen  have  mentioned  similar  laws  in 
their  respective  States.  I  may  be  permitted  to 
add,  that  the  State  which  I  have  the  honor  in 
part  to  represent  in  this  House,  has  sone  furthe^. 
Our  Oonslitution  has  declared  that  "all  men  are 
born  free."  The  construction  given  to  this  Cott- 
BtiluiionaJ  declaration  by  our  Su|)renie  Judiciary 
is,  that  DO  penoa  properly  belongmg  to  the  Siaiea 
can  be  a  slave.  Thus  iJavery  was  abolished  at 
once  t  and  however  ilaazerous  such  an  experimet)t 
might  be  in  some  other  States,  it  was  there  efieated 
with  per&et  safety,  as  the  number  of  slaves  wai 
small.  Aithough  I  rejoice  in  this  total  abidttua 
of  slavery  in  Maswacbwetts,  I  would  not,  aa  ma  i^ 
habiisQt  or  representative  of  that  Atate,  wislt  to 
interfere  with  the  iniernal  ragnlations  of  olhac 
Slates  respecting  the  condition  of  their  inhAbit- 
aois;  nor  would  1  consider  the  queetios  of  prohi- 
bitioD,  now  before  us,  on  any  other  than  national 
grounds.  No.poKtieal  troth,  however,  is  plainer 
to  my  miod,  tnan  that  a  further  Importation  of 
staves  is  contrary  to  the  true  interest  of  the  Uu- 
led  States.  It  will  weaken  us  as  a  nation ;  itwiJJ 
reader  ui  more  vulaerabJe  in  many  points ;  it  will 
iocrease  the  danger  of  insurrections  within,  and 
israsioiis  from  anroad.  The  maxims  of  sound 
policy,  therefore,  urge  us  to  prevent  such  further 
importation,  as  iar  as  it  may  be  pr^uioable.  we 
ought  not  to  rest  saiisdedwith  Slate  probibiUontf, 
even  if  every  State  had  prohibitory  laws.  It  i«  a 
great  nalional  interest,  awl  oaght  to  be  fcuacdad 
if  an  act  of  the  National  LegisMture,  if  indeed  it 
is  within  ourCenstHalienaltiiaits.  On  this  point 
1  am  sensible  a  hew  doctrine  has  beco  broaehad 
and  heM  by  some  gentlemen  whose  jodgmenjta  I 
value  very  highly  in  other  cases, ahhou^  I  difihr 
from  them  in  t bis,  that  the  importation  of  slaves 
caoDot  be  prohibited  by  Congress,  6ven  after  t!)e 
year  1808.  The  sum  of  the  reasoning,  in  which 
this  novel  docliioe  is  attempted  to  be  supported, 
is,  that  the  clausd  in  the  CoQsiitutioa  providing 
thai  the  importation  of  such  persons  as  any  of  the 
existing  States  m'giit  ih^nk  proper  to  admit  shall 
net  be  prohibited  prior  to  ISOS,  is  a  mere  negatite 
provision,  without  any  positive  words  of  grant, 
and  does  not  eoosequenily  give  Congress  a  power 
lo  lay  such  a  prohibition  aTler  that  time ;  and  ^U 
powers  not  delegated  are  reserved.  I  agree,  sir, 
that  This  clause  grants  Congress  no  authority  on 
the  subject  althoughit  evidently  implies  that  such 
authonty  -is  granted  in  some  other  part  of  the 
Constitution ;  for  it  would  be  useless  and  ou^- 
Eory  to  restrain  until  a  certain  time  the  exerene 
of  a  power  which  does  not  exist,  and  cannot  iber*- 
fore  be  exercised  at  aU.  The  framers  of  the  Con- 
tuiioo  must  bare  understood,  that,  without  such 
a  restrietion,  Congress  might  proceed  to  an  iiq- 
raediate  prohibition;  and  that,  not  with  standing 
the  restriction,  a  prohibition  may  be  laid  after  the 
limited  time.    The  aoihoiity  in  questiioa  ia  oa- 
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^ubtpdty  vested  in  CoDgreo:, it isfairly included 
Id  the  general  power  to  regulate  commerce  witb 
foreign  nalions.  As  a  part  of  the  regulation  of 
commerce, Congress  may  directly  prohibit  tbeim- 
portalioD  of  any  article  of  commerce]  or  may  da 
It  indirectly,  by  prohibitory  duties.  The  ptohibi- 
lioD  may  be  applied  to  any  article  wbich  is  a 
mbjecl  of  merchandiBe,  as  everything  is  which  is 
liaUe  lobe  bought  and  sold.  Such  is  a  slave.  The 
Tety  principle  of  slavery  is  that  the  slave  is  the 
property  of  his  master,  subject  to  transfer  by  bar- 
nin  and  sale.  This  is  indeed  to  be  lamented,  as 
(be  gentleman  from  Virginia  has  justly  observed, 
bat  It  is  nevertheless  true.  Slaves  are  therefore 
arlicles  of  merchandise,  and^as  such,  their  import- 
ation may  be  prohibited. 

The  Consiitutional  restriction  applies  only  to 
the  impbrtaiioD,  not  the  exportation,  of  slaves; 
and  it  extendi  only  to  the  States  etlstin^  at  the 
date  of  the  Constilulioo,  and  not  to  the  Territories 
of  the  United  States.  Accordingly,  Congress 
have  already,  by  law, prohibited  the  importation 
of  alaTes  into  the  Territories.  There  are  also  two 
acts  probibiiing  the  exportation  of  slaves  from  the 
United  States  to  any  foreign  ^ort  or  place,  and 
the  iransportaiidn  ofslaves  by  citizens  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  or  in  vessels  of  ibeTTniied  Stales,  from 
one  foreign  port  or  place  to  another.  Under  what 
inthoritv  were  these  probibiiory  laws  created? 
Under  tne  general  power  to  regulate  commerce. 
The  same  authority  will  equally  warrant  a  prohi- 
bition of  the  importation  of  slaves  into  the  Unite^ 
Slates  after  the  time  specified  in  the  Coasiituiion. 
Bat  can  we  now  pass  an  act  for  that  purpose?  I 
ftink  we  may,  consistently  with  both  the  spirit 
and  the  letter  of  the  Constitution.  The  object  of 
the  restrictive  clause  was,  to  secure  to  every  Slate 
whicb  might  wish  to  exercise  it,  a  right  to  admit 
slaves  antil  the  lirae  limited-  The  limitation  has 
leference  to  the  termicattoa  of  this  right  by  the 
tomtqenceipent  of  a  prohibition,  and  not  to  the 
date  of  ibe  act  by  virtue  of  which  sucb  probibi- 
tioD  might  be  introduced.  The  words  are,  the 
importitioQ  '"shall  not  be  prohibited  by  Congress 
prior  to  the  year  1808."  If  we  now  pass  an  act 
prohibiiiDg,  afYer  that  time,  such  importation,  it  is 
clear  thai,  uoiil  that  lime,  the  law  will  not  take 
effect — tbe  prohibition  will  not  commence;  in 
other  words  there  will  be  no  prohibition,  la  the 
language  of  the  Constitution,  the  importation  wilt 
not  be  prohibited  prior  to  the  year  1808.  The  act 
will,  in  this  respect,  be  like  many  others  wbich  go 
into  operation  not  immediately  aPier  their  pas- 
age, but  at  a  specified  future  day.  This  is  not  an 
DDusual  mode  of  legiilatiou. 

Being  satisfied  tbai  we  are  now  authorized  to 
legislate  on  tbe  subject.  I  think  it  is  expedient  to 
adopt  a  permanent  prohibition,  and  to  make  it  a 
pan  of  tbe  present  bill.  This  is  a  delicate  and 
irriiaiing  subject.  Judeiag  of  the  sentiments  of 
oibers  by  my  own,  I  beueye  most  of  us  are  reluc- 
tapilv  called  to  act  on  it  at  all.  But  we  cannot 
avoid  giving  our  vote  upon  the  bill;  and,  while 
Ve  are  about  it,  let  us  go  through  and  finish  the 
bosioeui.  An  mtermediaie  tax  alone  will  oot 
wmplete  1l    To  rendu  tba  ayitam  afttire  it  is 


necessary  to  add  a  final  nrohibilioo.  To  do  it  on 
the  present  occasion,  will  effect  a  saving,  not  only 
of  lime,  but  also  of  ibe  unpleasant  feelings  whica 
may  otherwise  be  excited  by  another  agitation  of 
tbe  subject.  Some  gentleman  have  considered 
lite  tax  obJBciioaahle,  as  ibey  think  it  has  the  ap- 
pearance of  being  pointed  at  one  Slate,  which 
alone  continuee  to  peunii  the  importation  of  qlavea, 
and  consequently  will  have  ail  the  duly  to  pay, 
I  submit  to  those  genllemeo  whether  the  additioa 
of  a  toiaj  and  permanent  probibiifon,  operaliog 
alike  upon  all  the  States,  without  regard  to  their 
existing  laws,  will  not  remove  that  objection  and 
reconcile  (bem  to  tbe  measure?  In  another  point 
lew,  it  appears  to  me  reasonable  and  proper 
our  system  on  this  subject  should  be  now  ««• 
tablished,  in  order  that  all  persons  conceraed  mftf 
have  seasonable  notice  of  it,  that  there  may  be  no 
room  for  disappointment  or  surprise,  and  that  the 
world  may  know  tbe  policy  we  mean  to  pursue. 
For  these  reasons,  and  oihera  with  which  it  is  not 
necessary  to  detain  tbe  Committee,  I  move  the 
following  section  in  addition  to  the  bill  under 
consideration : 

■itfuriktrMaded,  IliBt,  aflar  tka  lut  day  of  Ds- 
oetober,  ia  the  year  of  oar  Lord  one  thotuuid  sight 
huudrMl  and  wTea,  no  person  shall  directly  or  indirectly 
import  or  cause  to  be  imported,  or  aid  and  BhetiD  in* 
porting,  say  pemm  ■■  a  slave,  iato  any  p«rt  or  place 
within  the  United  States,  &ud  s  pert  or  place  without 
the  same ;  and  no  peraon  shall  sell  or  buy  any  persoB 
imported  as  aibi^said  into  the  United  Slates  alter  tlia 
■aid  last  day  of  Seceijiber,  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  aeven,  knowing  him  or  her  to  have  been  so  im- 
ported  in  violation  of  this  act ;  and  oreij  person  so  lA 
fending  and  being  thereof  convicted  before  s  district  or 
drciiil  court  of  the  United  Slates,  (which  courts  shall 
have  cognizance  thereof  within  tfaeir  respective  districts) 
shsll,  far  every  snch  offence,  forfeit  snil  pay  a  sum  not 

exceeding dollars,  and  suffer  impriaonniBnt,  for  a 

term  noteiceeding yearsi  and  any  ship  or  vessel, 

wluch,  sfter  the  said  lastday  of  DeceiHber,onethoitsaad 
aggbt  bandied  and  seven,  riisU.wMi  the  knowledge  and 
consent  of  tbe  owner  or  ownsis  thereof,  be  employed 
in  impoTtiDg  any  peraon,  or  bswe  on  board  any  person 
fiftr  ths  purpose  of  being  imported,  is  a  sia*e,  cimlraiy 
to  this  act,  shsll  be  forftited,  logsther  with  her  tackle, 
fiinuture,  and  spparsl,  and  may  be  libelled  and  condemn- 
•din  the  ilisbict  or  circuit  court  of  the  UoiMd8tates,ii» 
any  district,  in  which  such  ship  or  vessel  ihall  befooniL 
Mr.  J.  Clay  w^s  sorry  this  additional  seatioo 
was  broaffbt  forward.  He  had  strong  doubt* 
whether  Congress  posaeesed  the  Constitutional 
right  to  legislate  mi  the  object  of  ptahihitioD  prior 
to  the  year  1808.  If  this  doctrine  prevails,  where 
will  it  end?  The  Senate  and  President  have  a 
negailre  upon  all  our  laws.  If  we  legislate  upon 
a  subject  before  any  occasion  calls  for  it,  what  o»- 
surance  bare  we,  if  it  be  the  wish  of  ihe  people  to 
repeal  our  laws,  that  tbe  President  a  ltd  Senate 
will  concur  in  their  repeal  1  Have  we  a  right,  by 
an  adventiiioui  majority,  to  bind  the  Union  here- 
after 1  .If  so,  it  may  be  contended  that  we  have 
a  tight  to  bind  poslerily  a  hundred  years  hence. 
No  man  was  more  anxious  than  himself  to  pro- 
hibit this  trade,  but  he  could  not  consent  to  violate 
what  beeonceivedaConstitutioDal  impedimoat, 
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lo  carrjr  a  farorile  point.  Heeonceired  the  paw- 
er  Bi  pteseot  lo  pasi  a  probJbilorf  law  beyond  ibeir 
power. 

Mr.  Dana  (bought  it  extremelf  questionable 
whether,  when  the  subject-matter  was  not  within 
their  pover,  they  had  a  right  to  legislate  on  it.  He 
should  suppose  the  fail  construciion  of  the  Cod- 
aliluiioD  was  this.  The  Coostituiion  established 
a  system  for  the  good  of  all ;  in  delegating  pow- 
ers it  says,  that  some  shall  not  be  exercised  withio 
a  given  lime;  that  the  States  may  in  the  mean 
time  set  upon  the  subjects  on  which  they  would 
be  most  likely  lo  harmonize.  If  within  tliis  time 
you  act  upon  subjects  calculated  to  excite  Slate 

{ealousies,  one  great  object  of  the  iohihition  will 
elost.  UnJerihiaviewarthe  subject,  he  thought 
the  obserrations  of  the  gentleman  from  PenDsyl- 
Tani*  moat  consonaiit  lo  the  true  spirit  of  the  Con- 
atiiuiion. 

The  quettioD  wm  then  taken  on  Mr.  Bidwell's 
BmeDdmem,  which  was  disagreed  to — yeas  17. 

Mr.  D.  R.  WtLLtAWa  proposed  a  new  section 
prohjbiliDg  the  introduction,  after  the  passage  of 
this  act,  into  the  Territories  of  the  United  States, 
of  slaves  hereafter  imported  iolo  ihe  Uoiied  Stales. 

Af^r  a  short  debate  on  this  motion,  the  Com- 
mittee roM,  reported  progress,  and  asked  leave  to 
sit  a«Mn. 

Mr.  J.  Randolph  opposed  leave  being  giveo 
them  to  sit  again,  andMessrs.  Jackson  and  Smilie 
supported  it. 

Mr.  D.  R.  fVit-LiAHs  hoped  the  Committee 
would  not  have  leave  to  sii  again.  If  the  object 
of  bringing  forward  this  business  was  to  give  gen  ■ 
Uemen  an  opportunity  to  vent  their  spleen  against 
the  State  of  South  Carolina,  they  had  enjoyed  it, 
when  (hey  bad  painted  her  conduct  in  taa  most 
odiouj  and  detestable  colors  their  ingenuity  could 
invent ;  when  they  bad  cast  on  ibat  commuaity, 
in  a  most  unmanly  manner,  all  the  opprobrium 
applicable  to  an  inhabitant  of  Newgate ;  and  bad 
applied  to  a  whole  community  what  they  dare  not 
Bpply  lo  a  single  individual  of  it.  South  Carolina 
deserved  a  far  different  character  from  that  given 
her  by  those  geutlemen  who  had  taken  upon  tliem- 
•elves  the  task  of  abuse.  Setting  aside  this  one 
blot  be  would  call  upon  gentlemen  to  compare 
notes.  There  was  not  a  State  in  the  Union  which 
had  appropriated  so  much  money  for  objects  of 
muiu6cence  and  improvement,  for  the  encourage- 
ment of  literature,  for  the  maintenance  of  the  poor. 
Was  Booth  Carolina  backward  in  the  Revoluiion- 
ary  contest,  or  delicieol  in  the  number  of  her  pa- 
triots or  statesmen?  There  sits  the  descendant  of 
as  brave  an  officer  as  ever  lived,  and  in  the  other 
branch  of  the  Legislature  is  to  be  seen  a  man  who 
may  be  called  the  hero  of  liberty  ;  a  man  who  in 
the  worst  of  times  did  not  despair  of  the  Republic. 
And  are  we  now  to  be  anihematized  as  depraved 
and  abandoned  1  There  is  another  reason  for  not 
giving  leave  lo  the  Committee  lo  sii  again.  Some 
I  gentlemen  seem  determined  to  plunge  us  in  a  war, 

I  vbetber  we  will  or  not.    Is  this  a  proper  time  to 

destroy  the  harmony  that  subsists  among  the  dif- 
I  fereni  members  of  this  Confederacy?    Shall 


nun  spend  ti 


n  adjusting  the  tie  of  his  crarat 


when  the  hangman's  noose  is  at  his  neck?    Shall 

we  be  engaged  in  our  little  divisiona  when  the  en- 
emy  is  el  our  door?  Asa  pledge  of  harmony  and 
conciliation,  I  hope  the  Committee  will  be  refused 

The  question  wastakenata  tale  hour, and leare 
given — yeas  73. 

Wednesday',  February  5. 

Mr.  Joan  0.  Smith,  from  the  Comnuttee  o( 
Claims,  presented  a  hill  making  an  appropriation 
for  the  payment  of  witnesses,  and  other  espenses, 
on  the  impeachment  of  Samuel  Chate;  which 
was  read  twice  aad  committed  to  a  Committee  of 
the  whole  House  on  Monday  next. 
On  motioo,  it  was 

Saolved.  Tbat  the  Committee  of  Commeiea 
and  Manufactures  beinstructed  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  authorizing  the  Secretary  of  the 
Tressurv  to  cause  a  survey  to  be  made  of  the 
shoals  of  Cape  Haiteras,  Cape  Lookout,  and  the 
Frying-Pans,  and  to  have  such  an  examination 
made  of  them,  respectively,  as  will  ascertain  the 
practicability  of  erecting  alight-house,  lighted  bea- 
COB,  or  buoy,  on  or  near  the  extreme  poiats  of 
either  of  ihemi  and  (hat  the  committee  report 
thereon  by  bill  or  otherwise.. 

Mr.  TaouAs  M.  Randolph,  from  the  eommit> 
tee  appointed  on  the  fifth  of  December  last,  pre- 
sented a  bill  removing  the  llmilation  of  the  right 
of  suffrage  in  the  Mississippi  Territory,  and  em- 
powering the  Legislature  thereof  to  increase  the 
number  of  Representatives  in  the  General  Assem- 
bly, by  a  given  ratio  to  that  of  Electors;  which 
was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  Wednesday  next. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
from  Charles  Gold:. borough.  Esq.,  preseotiog  10 
Congress,  in  the  nameof  Nlr.  Robert  Henry  QoldB- 
borough,  of  Talbot  county,  in  the  State  of  Mary- 
land, a  copy  of  the  works  of  the  late  Baron  Byak- 
ershoek,  to  receive  a  place  in  their  library. 

Baolved,  That  the  Librarian  be  directed  to  re- 
ceive and  take  charge  of  a  set  of  the  works  of  the 
late  Baron  Byokershoek,  presented  to  Congress 
by  Robert  H.  Golilsbo rough,  of  Talbot  county,  in 
the  State  of  Maryland,  and  that  the  Sfbaebb  be 
requested  to  acknowledge,  by  a  letter  addressed  lo 
the  said  Robert  H.  Goldsborougb,  the  acceptance 
of  the  said  books. 

Mr.  Ct.i.RK  moved  the  following  resolution, 
which  was  agreed  to  : 

Saohed,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  be  re- 
qOested  to  inform  this  House  of  the  nature  and  eileDt 
of  ths  lervicei  renilered  to  the  capUve  crew  of  the  frig- 
ate Philadelphia,  by  the  Danish  Coiuul  at  Tripoli. 

Mr.  Varndm  observed,  that  coosidersble  light 
would  be  tbrowD  on  the  extent  to  which  colonial 

ErOduets  were  exported  from  the  United  Stales, 
y  a  statement  of  the  amount  of  exports  for  which 
drawbacks  were  allowed.  He  therefore  moved 
(he  foUowtns  resolution: 

Raolwd.  That  the  Secretary  ofthe  Trewnry  be  ii- 
rected  to  lay  befora  this  Bouse  a  statement  of  the 
amount  of  the  revenue  derired  to  the  United  atatea 
from  merdiandsn,  the  ffrowth,  product,  oi 
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tvre  of  kBj  foreign  coDDtij,  which  hare  heretolbre  been 
imported  into  the  United  Stalei  and  eiporUd  (mo  the 
aune,  daring  the  Ihice  laet  jean. 

Tbia  resoluiioo  was  agreed  lo. 

TRADE  WITH  GREAT  BRITAIPT. 

Mr.  Crownihshigld  observed  ibat  (be  House 
had.  OD  (he  third  instant,  directed  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasory  to  lay  before  ihem  a  itelemeatof 
imports  aad  exports  from  Qreat  BrJteia  lo  the 
United  States,  for  the  two  last  years.  It  was 
protkable  the  -Secretary  would  not  be  able  to  fur- 
nish a  stai  em  eat  for  the  ye*i  1805;  hut  thai  he 
could  make  il  for  the  years  1803  and  1804.  Mr. 
C.  eaid,  he  bad  been  anxious,  when  ihissubjeot 
was  before  ihe  House,  to  bcve  received  a  (tat&- 
BKni  for  the  year  1803.  Great  Brilaio  seize*  our 
skipa^  loaded  with  colonial  produce,  on  the  idea 
that  we  did  not  enjoy  the  colaniat  trade  during  a 

Seriod  of  peace.  Whether  this  It  a  fact  will  be 
ecided  by  the  statemeul  he  wished  to  abtain,  as 
tbe  year  1803  was  a  period  of  peace.  Mr.  C.  con- 
cluded, by  moving  a  resolulioo  directing  the  Sec- 
retary of  tbe  Treasury  to  lay  before  the  House  a 
libpstatemeDt  of  exports  and  imporis  for  the  year 
1802,  as  was  directed  on  the  third  instant,  lo  be 
foTDished  for  the  last  two  years. 

The  House- immediately  considered  this  resolu- 
lioD,  and  agreed  to  it. 
MON-IWTBRCODR8B  WITH  GREAT  BRITAIN. 

Mr,  J,  Clit. — Tbe  gentiemaa  from  Massachu- 
•etts  having  laid  on  the  table  a  resoluiiou  arising 
out  of  tbe  present  Mate  of  our  foreign  relations, 
and  as  that  subject  is  one  on  which  Ithink  there 
cannot  be  too  much  deliberation  before  we  act,  or 
of  which  too  many  views  cannot  be  taken,  I  will 
lake  tbe  liberty  of  submiiiing  some  resoluiions 
which  I  have  drawn  np,  qnd  to  which  I  ask  the 
attention  of  the  House.  In  the  present  stale  of 
oar  relation*  with  foreign  Powers,  it  ai^ars  to 
me  that  a  lyatem  of  commercial  regotations; 
fliild  and  yM  firm,  one  wbioh  can  be  carried  into 
permanent  effect  wilhoui  much  inconvenience  lo 
onnclves,  will  be  OKire  efiecinal  than  any  tampo- 
ranr  espedieota.  If  we  are  disposed  to  adopt 
aneh  a  system,  it  will  be  looked  upon  by  foreign 
nations  as  one  in  which  we  are  likely  to  perse- 
vere. Tbey  will  consider  its  probable  effects  in 
time  of  peace  upon  their  ooloaial  possessions,  aad 
they  may  be  induced  to  enter  into  permanent  rego- 
laiiona  opening  to  us  a  trade  witn  ibeir  colonies. 
Tbe  diaiiQCtion  atierapled  to  be  made  between  a 
r  trade  and  an  accustomed  trade  will  be  de- 


rored,  and  with  it  the  only  preiexi  upon  which 
"    '    '  tod  depredi "' 


The  presMt  is 
a  Estorable  moment  for  the  adoption  of  such  a 

glan.  At  this  time  the  ports  of  the  beiligereot 
ower*  are  open,  and  ihe  effect  of  the  measures, 
which  I  am  abont  to  propose,  will  not  have  an 
immediate  dislressin^  effect  upon  tbe  Wesl  Indies. 
Ififaese  measures  aretaken,  tbe  Power*  of  Europe 
will  find  that,  unless  they  admit  oar  ships  into 
Ihcir  colonial  ports  in  lime  of  peace,  the  trade 
between  iheir  colonies  and  us  will  be  cut  off  by  a 
system  which  will  be  but  slightly  injuriotu  to 


ourselves.  I  ihink,  I  repeat  it,  that  a  permanent 
system,  mild  bui  firm,  will  be  more  likelyto  in- 
duce Great  Briiain,  in  particular,  to  recede  from 
Ihe  unjust  pretensions  sne  has  set  up,  than  more 
violent  and  extreme  measures  which,  from  their 
very  nature  and  their  injurious  consequences  to 
oursalver,  must  be  necessarily  temporary. 

Mr.  G.  concluded,  wilb  offering  the  following 
resolutions: 

Saohai,  That  after  Oe dsy  of neit,  no 

trade  or  intercourse  in  any  ship  or  tenel  owned  in 
whole  or  in  part  by  any  citiien  or  subject  of  any  ToTeign 
OoTeminent,  ahaJt  be  persiitted  between  the  United 
States  or  their  Territories,  inJ  any  port  or  ]^oe  in  the 
coloniea  or  dominmns  of  any  Europesn  Power,  which 
trade  or  intercoune  is  not  permanently  Dennitted  1^ 
the  Uwa  or  regulationi  of  snch  Enropean  Power,  to  tw 
carried  on  in  ships  or  veaaela  of  the  United  Stales. 

Raolved,  That,  after  the day  of aforesaid, 

no  goods,  wares,  or  merchandise,  shall  be  exported 
from  Ihe  United  States  or  their  Territories,  in  any  ship 
or  Vessel  owned  in  whole  or  in  part  by  snj  citiien  or 
subject  of  any -ftireign  OovBrnnient,  to  any  port  or  place 
in  itiB  colonies  or  dominions  of  any  European  Power, 
tha  importation  of  which  into  such  port  or  place,  in 
■hips  or  vessels  of  tbe  United  States,  is  not  permanent- 
ly permitted  by  die  laws  or  regulations  of  such  Euro- 
pean  Power. 

Boohed,  That,  after  the day  of atbreuid, 

no  goods,  wvBs,  or  merchandise,  shall  be  imported  into 
the  United  States  or  their  Terriloties,  in  any  ship  or 
vessel  owned  in  whole  or  in  part  by  any  citizen  or  sub- 
ject of  any  foreign  Govinmient,  from  any  port  or  place 
in  the  colonies  or  dominioiu  of  any  European  Power, 
the  Biportation  of  wluch  from  such  pott  or  place,  in 
ships  or  vessel*  of  the  United  States,  is  not  permanent- 
ly permitted  by  the  laws  or  regulations  of  such  Euro- 
pean Power. 

Raohied,  That,  after  the day  of aforesaid, 

no  goods,  wares,  or  merchandise,  shall  be  imported  into 
die  United  Slstea,inany  ship  or  vessel  owned  in  whale 
or  in  part  by  any  citizen  or  anbjectof  any  foreign  Oov< 
emment,  excepting  articles  of  the  growth,  prmluce,  or 
mann&ctQre  of  the  colonies  or  dominions  of  such  for- 
eign Government,  unless  such  importation  be  expressly 
permitted  by  treaty  between  the  United  State*  and 
such  foreign  Oovernment,  or  nnleas  during  a  war  in 
which  the  United  States  may  be  a  party. 

Tbe  Hotise  immediately  considered  these  reso- 
lutions, and  referred  ibem  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  OD  the  state  of  the  Union. 

IMPORTATION  OF  SLATES. 

The  House  again  resolved  itself  into  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  on  tbe  bill  imposing  a  duty 
of  ten  dollars  on  every  slave  imported  into  the 
United  Slates. 

Mr.  D.  R,  WiLLiuia  said,  as  the  advocates  of 
the  bill  seemed  to  think  the  amendment  he  had 
offered  intended  to  defeat  it,  he  would  withdraw 
it,  and  make  it  the  subject  of  a  distinct  reso- 

'  Mr.  Jackbon  offered  a  new  section,  tbe  object 
of  which  was  to  prohibit  ihe  importation  into  the 
United  Slates  of  all  slaves,  brought  either  from 
abroad  or  from  any  State, except,  in  the  latter  ease, 
by  cilizens  of  the  United  BuUea  removing  to  a 
Territofy  to  setde  therein. 
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Mr.JMKSoif  viewed  this  pi .     

ury,  in  conieqneDce  of  a  hgu  «onatruei<OD  giren 
to  an  act  of  the  Uit  senioD,  wkieb  allowed  tbe 
importaiioD  of  slaves  from  abroad  into  Louisiana. 

This  motioD  was  opposed  by  Meun.  Albtoh, 
Ely,  MoRSOir,  Sp«ldiko,  and  Sloan,  who  either 
viewed  it  as  ineipedient  in  itself,  ot  ai  proper  to 
be  iatrodnced  iaio  a,  distinct  bill. 

Mr.  J&CKSOM  said,  as  it  was  the  Wiah  of  his 
frieads  ha  wonld  wiibdtair  the  motion,  and  offer 
k  oti  aaoiber  occasion. 


No  farther  amendmeatt  baviag  been  offered 
to  tbe  bill. 


tlieCi 


e,  and  reported  tltur  agreement 


The  House  iDnaediatelr  constSered  tbe  report. 

The  amendment  limiting  tbe  imposition  of  the 
tax  to  the  firat  day  of  JaDnary,  1808,  was  disa- 
greed to ;  and  the  other  amendments  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Jackson  inquired  what  the  cSects  would 
be  of  the  forfeiture  of  the  cargo,  in  case  slaves 
were  smuggled  into  the  United  States  1  Would 
they  be  kept  in  the  service  of  tbe  United  Slates'? 
He  did  not  wish  to  have  anything  to  do  with 
them. 

Mr.  John  C.  Shitb  said,  be  had  voted  for  the 
resolution;  but  the  defects  in  tbe  details  of  the 
bill  were  so  glaring,  that  he  hoped  it  would  be  re- 
ferred to  a  select  coromiltee,  tnal  it  might  be  so 
KiodiGed  as  to  cure  these  defects;  or,  thai  ia  cave 
it  were  found  insusceptible  of  modilicattOB,  it 
might  be  rejected.  Mr.  S-  accordingly  moved  the 
recommitmeDt  of  the  bill  to  a  select  committee. 

Mr.  jAoiaoN  advocated  this  motion,  and  re- 
marked that  the  proviso  of  the  bill  that  declared 
the  duly  should  not  be  construed  as  giviog  a  sane- 
tioQ  to  the  importation  of  slaves,  offered  an  addi- 
tional reason  for  either  rejecting  or  recommittiog 
it.  How  could  this  language  be  used  with  pro- 
ptiely  in  a  law,  when  the  Coastiiuiion,  tbe  highest 
authority,  authorized  the  trade? 

Mr.  Q,D[H(nr  spoke  to  tbe  like  effect,  and  furlhei 
inquired,  whether  it  was  tbe  intenlion  of  genite- 
men  to  apply  the  provisions  of  the  bill  to  al&rea 
navigating  tne  ships  of  the  United  States. 

Messrs.  HaBTiNos  and  Sloaw  defsaded  tke  pro- 
TisioQR  of  the  bill  «a  per&otly  correot  They  oh- 
■erved  that  slaves  were  coasiderad  as  property,  as 
merchandise,  and  could  only,  therefore,  in  the 
kill  he  treated  as  aach. 

Tbe  motion  to  recommit  was  lost — ayes  39, 

Mr.  GaowNiNSBiBLo  spoke  against  the  bill,  and 
moved  its  postponement  to  an  indeflnitie  day. 

Messrs.  John  C.  Smith,  Taooabt,  aad  Rbea 
of  Tennessee,  supported;  and  Messrs.  Sloan, 
Blmes,  and  Smilib,  opposed  the  motion ;  when 
the  yeas  and  nays  were  Called  on  it,  and  were — 
yeas  42,  nays  69,  as  follows : 

Till — WitUs  Alston,  jr.,  OeorgiM.  Badinger,  Silas 
Betton,  Phanuel  Bishop,  WillUin  Blackledge,  Joaeph 
Brjan,  William  Bntler,  Levi  Caaey,  Martin  Chitten- 
den, ChriMoptier  Clark,  Matthew  City,  Frederick  Con- 
lad,  Jacob  Cntwninshidd,  Samuel  W.  Dana,  John 
DaTeajwrt,  jnaior,  John  Dawson,  Elias  Earle,  Pe- 
tw  Ewly,  Jaaea  SUiot,  Janus  M.  Gtrnau,  Edwin 
Gray,  JamM  Holland,  John  O.  Jaakaoa,  Walter  Jane*. 


Thomas  Kenan,  Robert  Marian,  Jadah  MMtera,  WD- 
liaai  McCteel^,  David  Meriwether,  Thomas  Moore, 
Timothy  Pitkin,  jr.,  Thomas  M.  Randalpb,  John  Rhea 
of  Tennessee,  Thoaua  Sanferd,  O'Btien  emilh,  Thom- 
as SpaUtM,  Sannel  Tacgatt,  Sannel  Tannej,  David 
Thomas,  Thomas  W.  Thompaon,  David  R.  Williaau, 
and  Thomas  Wynna. 

Nats — Isaac  Andeiaon,  John  Archer,  JosephBkiker, 


Isaiah  L,  Qraen,  Silaa  Halsey,  John  1 
Haatinga,  David  Hotmes,  Darid  Hongb,  Neheauali 
Knight,  John  Lambrat,  Michael  Laib,  Joai^  Lewis, 
junioi,  Matthew  Lyon,  Pathck  Magradcr,  Nidwiaa  K. 
Moore,  Jeremiah  Morrow,  Jonathan  O.  Moaely,  Jeio- 
miah  NeUon,  Thomu  Newton,  jr.,  Joaeph  H.  Niclii^ 
son,  Gideon  Olin,  John  Pugh,  John  Raa  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, Jacob  Richards,  John  Ruiselt,  Peter  Saillj, 
Thomas  Sammans,  Martin  G.  Schuneman,  Ebeneuf 
BeiTor,  James  Sloan,  John  Smilie,  John  Cotton  Smith, 
John  Smith,  Samuel  Smith,  Hcn^  Southard,  Richard 
Stanford,  Joseph  Stanton,  Lewis  B.  Storgea,  Philip  B. 
Thompson,  Uri  Tracy,  Abram  Trigg,  Philip  Van  Cort- 
tandt,  JoTCph  B.  Varnum,  Peleg  Wadsworth,  John 
WbilehiU,  Robert  Whitebill,  EUphalet  Wicke.,  Mar- 
maduke  WiUianu,  Aletandei  Wtlsan,  and  John  Win- 
Mr.  JaOKSON  moved  to  strike  09t  the  pmriaa  of 
the  hill,  which  motion  was  disagreed  to ;  when 
the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third 
reading  to-morrow — ayes  69. 

TBaaaoAT,  Febmary  6. 
Another  member,  to  wit :  from  South  Carolina, 
RiCBABn  Winn,  appeared,  produced  bis  creden- 
tials, was  qualified,  and  took  bis  seat  ia  iha 


Savceal  peiitioDs  of  atindry  inhabitanta  of  i^ 
State  of  Peansylv  -■-    —        -  -'  "     -* 

House  and  rend,  p 


aasylvania,  were  preaeotad  lo  xhm 
prayiiw  M  amendment  af  iba 
:he  tkirii  article  of  the  Conanm- 
ttoB  of  the  United  States,  which  oKteads  the  judi- 
cial power  of  the  United  States  to  eontrovetnaa 
between  citizens  of  different  States,  between  citi- 
leas  of  the  same  State  claiming  lands  BBdor 
grants  of  different  States,  and  between  a  3tat^«r 
the  citiaens  thereof,  and  foreign  StatM^  ciiizcBa, 
or  snbjeets. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  peiitiona  be  aewrallf 
referred  to  the  CoramittM  of  tke  wfaolfl  Honaa 
on  the  state  of  the  Union. 

The  hill  laying  a  daty  of  ten  dollars  on  orety 
slave  imported  into  the  Unilad  Suus,  wa*  ttmA  « 
third,  time. 

Mr.  John  C.  Smith  stated,  in  a  more  detailed 
way,  the  objections  previously  offered  to  the  pit>- 
vistons  of  tbe  bill,  and  moved  its  reoomaaitmeot 
lo  a  select  committee,  in  which  tbe  Hoaae  lononr- 
red  without  a  division. 

A  coofideMial  Mesaage  we*  received  from  the 
President  of  the  United  States  about  LS  o'doek; 
WhereupoiL  the  galleries  were  cleared.  Thef 
remained  cleared  nMil  near  4  o'doek,  wkm  iIm 
Honaa  a^earned. 
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H.  or  R. 


Fbid»t,  Pebmarjr  7. 

A  meinari&laiui  peiition  of  tbe  A) _ 

Tealitm  for  promotioi;  tbe  abolition  of  staveryj 
■igoed  bf  Gershaiu  Crari,  tfaeir  Pre&ideol,  wat 
presented  to  the  House  aod  read,  praying  that  [b« 
act  irf  Co  ogress,  passed  on  the  tenth  day  ofMa^. 
— etbousand  eight  hundred,  entided  "An  act  id 


add! 


to  the  act  to  prohibit  the  carrying  i 
trade  from  the  United  Slates  to  any  rereiga 


place  or  country."  may  be  so  for  amended,  that 
the  forfeitures  therein  declared  may  inure,  one 
moiety  thereof  tu  the  use  of  the  inTormer,  and  the 
other  moiet]^  to  the  use  of  the  United  Slates ;  that 
trriiten  testimony,  taken  in  tbe  form  prescribed 
to  maintain  civil  suits,  may  be  received  and  have 
effect  in  ihe  district  and  circuit  courts  of  the  Uni- 
ted States }  and  that  persons  convicted  of  offences 
agaiost  the  laid  act,  may  be  disqualified  to  hold 
aay  office  under  the  UoLled  States. 

Referred  to  Messrs.  Findlby,  Stanton,  Elt, 
MtRiOHj  and  Nicholson,  10  examiue  and  report 
tbeir  MMnion  thereupon  to  the  House. 

Mr.GBEao,fromiheCommitteeonPublicLands. 
reported  thai  it  was  expedient  to  pass  without 
uaendment  the  bill  received  froiD  the  Senate,  to 
repeal  «o  much  of  an  act  to  regulate  a  grant  of 
land  to  tbe  French  inhabiMnts  of  Oalliopolis,  as 
requires  the  actual  settlement  of  ibe  land. 

Mr.  Greoo  observed  that  the  committee  had 
been  induced  to  make  this  report  in  consequence 
of  the  terras  of  a  former  law  not  having  been  com- 
plied with,  from  a  number  of  tracts  belonging  to 
minors,  and  from  several  tracts  being  so  broken  as 
not  to  admit  of  lettlement;  and  iaHsaiuah  as  no 
condition  of  settlement  had  been  attached  to  any 
other  lands  of  the  United  Slates. 

The  House  ordered  the  hill  to  a  third  reading 


On  molieo  of  Mi.  D.  R.  Wiuaau*  the  Moose 
eune  to  tbe  following  resolution : 

Smekid,  TbMl  a  ooBmkt^  b*  appolMtad  to  laqnire 
Ktelbera^.andifanj.wbati  '" 


lasriloiiM  afllM  Uutad  SlatM. 

A  committee  of  five  raemtMn  were  appointed. 

The  Hoose  then  went  into'a  Committee  of  the 
Whnte  «•  the  bill  Sting  tlie  eompenaatioa  of  the 
ofieera  Of  tbe  two  Houses. 

At  thelnstanceof  Mr.  TAi.Liianoa,tkebill')raa 
■o  modtfled  as  to  repeal  tbe  existing  law,  rind  to 
form  ■  new  one,  fixing  the  eompensation  of  the 
respeeliTe  eflleera  at  tbalr  present  raKs,  ezeripttDg 
the  eompenrations  of  the  8ergeant-at-Arms,  and 
Doo(4tMper«of  the  two  Honte*,  which  ere  fixed 
at  tSSO  a  year,  and  tbe  AmistaDl  Doorkeepers  at 
S900  each,  with  an  iobibitioa  to  make  any  addi- 
tion to  the  fixed  compensatioos  of  the  officers  by 
an  allowance  om  of  the  contingent  fund. 

Tbe  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrosaed  for  a  third 


came  fo  the  fo)lowin|[  resolution; 

Rtaohed,  that  the  Seeretarr  of  the  Treasnij  be  di- 
nelad  to  lay  before  ~tiiii  Hone  a  statement  of  the  ei- 
pnts&Dm  the  Uniiad  State*  of  all  fbiaign  gwA,  wirto, 


and  metdiRiidiM,  daria;  Ibe  lart  Area  yearn,  which 
have  not  been  particnlarN  diiaoUil  to  ba  made  bj  the 
maolnlion  of  the  tbiid  and  fifth  inslaat. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Marion,  the  House  went  in- 
to a  Committee  of  tbe  Whole  on  the  bill  declaring 
the  assent  of  Congress  to  an  act  of  tbe  State  of 
South  Carulioa,  auihorizinff  the  imposition  of  a 
tonnage  duty  by  the  Ciiy  Council  of  Charleston. 

After  eoasiderable  deiwie,  the  Committee  rose 
and  reported  the  bill  with  sundry  amendmemi, 
in  which  the  Honat  oooeurred,  and  ordered  the 
bill  to  be  etigttMsed  for  m  third  reading  on  Mon- 
day—ayes 66. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  a  bill  declaring  tlie  assent  of  Coa- 

?ess  IB  an  act  of  tbe  State  of  North  Carolina, 
he  object  of  the  bill  is  lo  give  to  Teanesaee 
power  to  perfect  titles  lo  lands  granted  by  North 
Carolina,  agreeably  to  a  compact  between  tbe  two 
Slates.  Having  passed  tliroagfa  the  Committee 
without  amendment,  the  Hoase  took  it  into  con- 
sideraCioB :  when,  after  some  explanations  relative 
to  tbe  nature  of  the  bill,  it  ma  ordered  to  a  third 
reading  on  Monday. 

JQURNAL  OF  THE  HOUSE. 

Hr.  Leib  said  be  had  long  been  of  opinion  that 
the  pTcseot  mode  of  keeping  the  Journal  of  the 
House  was  incorrect.  He  had  always  ihon^hl 
that  the  name  of  the  mover  of  every  proposiiton 
should  appear  on  the  Journal,  and  thai  the  Jour- 
nal should  be  so  kept  as  to  enable  the  people  to  be 
fully  acquainted  with  the  proceedings  of  their 
Re^resente lives.  To  make  an  inquiry  on  this 
object,  he  offered  the  following  resolution: 

Boohed,  That  a  cocomiltee  be  appnbted  to  inquire 
nto  tbe  eipadiency  of  amending  the  standing  rales 
and  ordars  of  the  Hoose  so  far  as  to  praicifiie  the  moda 
of  heepinK  the  Jonmal. 

~  Ir.  Smua  considered  tbe  motion  as  nnneces* 

ht  question  was  taken  and  the  motion  agrwd 
to — ayes  65 — and  a  committee  of  five  members 
appointed. 

AHENDMUNT  TO  TBE  CONErriTUTlOn. 

Mr.  J.  RaHdolph,  agreeably  to  notice  given  by 
him  yesterday,  made  tne  following  motion : 

Rttohtd,  by  the  Seaate  and  Houte  of  Repruenta- 

M*oftht  United  Statet  of  Amtriea,  in  Congrete  at- 

mhSed,  tae-tMrd*  of  both  Houtet  eoneurrmg.  That 
the  Kdlowing  artida  be  laboiitted  to  tbe  Legulatnres 
of  the  Mveral  States,  which,  when  ratified  and  confirmed 
by  the  LegialatursB  of  thrae-ibuitbs  of  the  said  Btatei, 
shall  be  ralid  and  binding  as  a  pari  of  the  Conititulion 
of  the  United  States: 

The  Judg^  of  the  Sapreme,  and  all  other  courts 
of  the  United  States,  shall  be  removed  from  office  by 
the  President,  on  the  joint  address  of  both  Hooses 
of  Congren  requMting  tbe  aaine. 

The  House  havingagreed  loconsiderlhemotion, 
it  was,  at  the  instance  of  Mr.  J.  Randolph,  re- 
d  toaCommiltee  of  Ihe  Whole  on  the  state 
of  the  Union. 

Mr.  J.  Randolpb  gave  notice  that  he  should 
call  up  this  motion  on  Thursday. 
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NAVAL  PEACE  B8TABLI8HHENT. 

The  House  weot  iDioaCommiiieeof  (he  Wbole 

OD  the  bill  relaiire  to  b  Naval  Peace  EMablieh- 

Mr.  Qbeoo  etplained  ar  some  leagth  the  pro- 
TJsiooi  of  ihe  bill.  Tlie  bill  he  said,  correspond- 
ed with  [he  iatiniatioDS  of  the  President  telative 
to  giving  an  openiog  to  the  promoiion  of  several 
officers  irbo  had  greally  diKtioguished  tbemselvea 
in  the  Mediirrranean  service.  He  slatted  tbat  the 
bill  uoDiem plated  giving  t^ie  President  power  to 
ke«p  in  service  nine  hundred  and  IweDty-five  able 
and  ordinary  seamen  and  boys,  making  (wo-thirda 
of  Ihe  full  corapUmeot  of  six  frigates,  two  of  foriy- 
fourffuns,twoof'lhirty-5ix,and  twooftbirty-two  j 
that  It  contemplated  the  increasing  the  nurnber 
of  captains  from  ten  to  thirteen;  ihe  creation  of 
nioe  masters  commandant,  and  the  increase  of 
lieutenants  from  thircy'Sii  to  eeventy-two.  This 
arrangement  was  propoted,  in  order  to  give  to  the 
young  officers  in  the  navy  that  rank  and  reward 
merited  by  th; m,  and  to  enable  the  doing  this, 
without  interfering  with  the  lules  of  promotion 
usual  in  the  naval  service. 

Mr.  Leib  spoke  against  the  feature  of  the  bill 
that  augmented  Ihe  number  of  officers.    It  ap- 

Gared  to  him,  indeed,  a  pension  bill, and  to  make 
■ge  allowances  wiihoui  service  rendered.  It 
alM)  contemplated  the  keeping  six  frigates  in  ser- 
Tice,  and  provides  for  them  thirteen  captains,  nine 
msstercommandants  and  seveniy-two  lieutenants. 
He  did  not  consider  the  Treasury  in  eucb  a  state 
of  overflow  as  to  justify  this  liberality. 

Mr.  Greuo  said  the  gentleman  had  misunder- 
stood his  remarks  as  well  as  the  nature  of  the  bill, 
which;  so  far  from  directing  six  frigates  to  be  kept 
in  actual  service^  repealed  that  part  of  a  former 
law  which  conlaincd  thi.-.  provision. 

No  motion  having  been  made  to  amend  the  bill, 
the  Ch&irman  proceeded  in  ibe  reading  of  the  re- 
maining sections;  When 

Mr.  GoLDaBOROuoH  expressed  his  opioioB  that 
the  bill  required  considerable  amendment,  and 
that  he  bad  understood  from  the  Secretary  of  the 
Navy  that  its  proviaions  were  not  consonant  to 
(hat  system  which  he  considered  Ibe  most  con- 
ducive to  the  public  service.  With  a  view  to 
obtain  fuller  iDlurmaiian  relative  to  the  subject,  he 
moved  that  Ihe  Committee  should  rise  and  ask 
leave  to  ait  again. 

This  motion  obtained,  without  opposition,  when 
thcCommittee  roseandreceived  leave  to  ait  again. 


MoNitAY,  February  10, 

Another  member,  lo  wit:  Dohcan  McPar- 
LAHD,  from  North  Carolina,  appeared,  produced 
his  credentials,  was  qualified,  and  look  his  seal  in 
the  House. 

The  bill  sent  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act 
to  authorize  a  gram  of  lands  to  the  French  in- 
habitants of  Galliopolis,  and  for  other  purposes 
thereio  mentioned,"  was  read  the  third  time  and 
passed. 

An  engrosMd  bill  declaring  the  assent  of  Con- 
gress 10  an  act  of  the  Oeoeral  Assembly  of  the 


State  of  North  Carolina  was  read  the  third  lime 
and  passed. 

An  engrossed  bill  rdpptemenlary  lo  "An  act  to 
regulate  and  fix  ihe  coiapensalion  of  the  officers 
of  the  Sebaieand  House  of  Reptesentaiives"  was 
read  the  third  time  and  passed. 

Mr.  TcnriEy,  one  of  the  members  for  the  State 
of  New  Hampshire,  presented  to  the  House  cer- 
tain resolutions  of  the  Legislalnre  of  the  State  of 
New  Hampshire,  "proposing  an  amendment  to 
the  Coasiiiuiion  of  Ibe  United  States,  so  at  to  au- 
thorize and  empower  Congresii  to  passa  law,  when- 
ever they  may  deem  it  expedient,  to  prevent  the 
further  importaiion  of  slaves,  or  people  of  color, 
into  the  United  States,  or  any  part  thereof;" 
which  were  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
from  Christopher  Greenup,  Governor  of  the  Slate 
of  Kentucky,  transmitting  a  memorial  uf  the  Gen- 
eral Assembly  of  the  said  State,  together  with 
sundry  documents  in  relation  to  the  Ohio  Caoal 
Compaoy;  which  were  read  and  referred  to  Mr. 
Boyle,  Mr.  DiCeson,  Mr.  T.  W.  THOMpeoN,  Mr. 
J.  Monaow,  Mr.  HAaTiHoa,  Mr.  Trioo,  and  Mr. 
Darby  ;  that  they  do  examine  the  matter  thereof, 
'and  report  the  same,  with  their  opinion  thereupon, 
lo  the  House. 

A  petition  of  John  O.  Macan  and  othera,  man- 
agers on  behalf  of  *'  the  Louisiana  Company,"  in- 
habtiants  of  tbe  Stale  of  Ohio,  was  presented  to 
the  House  and  read,  praying  a  grant  of  the  public 
landsj  on  parts  adjacent  to  the  river  Mississippi, 
and  in  the  neighborhood  of  St.  Louis,  on  such 
terms  and  under  such  restrictions  as  Congress  may 
judge  proper,  to  aid  them  in  establishing  a  colony, 
consisting  of  all  such  mechanics  and  professional 
characters  as  may  be  necessary  to  the  welfare  of 
the  iniended  settlement.— Beferred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  Crowhinbbield,  from  the  Committee  of 
Commerce  and  ManufacturM,  presented  a  bill  dts 
daring  the  town  of  Jersey,  in  tbe  State  of  New 
Jersey,  to  be  a  port  of  delivery,  and  to  provide  for 
a  liglit-house  ob  Wood  island ;  which  wa*  read 
twice  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  Wedaeaday  nest. 

Mr.  C,  from  the  aame  committee,  to  whom  was 
referred,  on  the  twenty-aeveath  of  December  laat, 
a  resolution  of  the  House  "  lo  inquire  into  tbe  pro- 
priety of  erecting  the  port  of  Newcastle,  in  tbe 
district  of  Delaware,  into  a  port  of  entry,"  noada 
a  report  thereon  ;  which  was  read,  and  referred  lo 
a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  Thurtday  next. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Dana, 

Setotvtd,  That  a  commiitee  be  appointed  to 
consider  and  report  whether  any  ameodnienu 
should  be  made  in  the  standing  rules  of  (he  House 
relative  to  confideniial  communications. — Refer- 
red (o  a  eommiiteeof  five  members. 

The  bill  declaring  the  consent  of  Congreaa  to 
ihe  act  of  the  Legislature  of  South  Carolina  an- 
ihorizing  tbe  imposition  of  a  toniuge  duiy  by  the 
City  Council  of  Charleston  was  read  a  (bird  (ime. 

MesNrs.  J.  Culy  and  Marion  supporled,  antl 
Mr.  Cbowninbbiblb  opposed  the  bill,  which,  on 
Ihe  question  being  taken,  was  paased— yeas  53. 
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IMPORTATIONS  PBOM  BBBAT  BB^TAIN. 

Mr.  Nicholson  miU  b«  wished  to  liy  oa  tb« 
teUc  I  rawlnttoa  ivlBti*e  to  ihefiab'iBtiitg  differ- 
«Nei  beimen  ibe  Dnited  Sittiea  snd  Or«iii  VkH- 
tln,  M  which  Kvmil  resolnuoaa  had  «tr«*dy 
faMD  <ifft;red.  Whu  ibis  labjeci  first  oa«a«  iotu 
Mlice,  ti  IB  earlr  fieriod  of  the  ■«««».  be  had 
fonwen  that  it  might  lead  to  ihe  pwpoMtion  of 
fdaoB  which  aught  derply  aSlKt  the  re*«nae  of 
ik'OorwnmeDi.  He  WM,  therefore,  aDiianii 
(fall  it  m-ght  be  referred  to  the  Comioiitee  of 
Wayi  anj  Means,  in  vhoie  haodi  the  saperin- 
tetidcDoe  of  the  rsreiKie  wa«  placed.  To  this 
eaniiiiiin>e  it  wa«  referred  Id  the  firat  iBntanee. 
Bat  the  Houk  afterWards(boughlfii  to  discharge 
that  eoniDiiiM  ffon  ita  coDniiieraiioB,  nod  to  re- 
Cwk  toa  Coaimitleeoftbe  Whole  onihaiiateof 
the  Uaioa. 

Mr.  N.  obaerred  that  it  was  with  great  defer- 
ence that  be  nndenook  to  offer  any  resoluitons 
embraetng  objects  of  such  imjiorta ace  as  the  dif- 
ferences between  Great  Britam  and  this  coDDlrf . 
If  the  aabjeet  had  retnained  ivith  the  Commiiiee 
of  Ways  and  Meanly  or  with  any  other  seleci 
commiltee,  a  set  of  resolations  in  e.dige.sted  form 
might  hare  been  expected,  and  it  might  have 
been  showo  in  what  nianaer  and  lo  what  extent 
the  revenoe  wotild  probably  be  aflVcted.  When. 
however,  resolaiiona  were  ofltred  by  individual 
metabera,  it  was  impossible  to  offer  any  such  cnl- 
eulstiuna,  and  (he  subjecl  woi^id  coosequcDtly 
come  before  the  Hoase  la  an  undigested  form. 

Mr.  N.  raid  he  had  teea  two  propositions, 
neither  of  which  he  lilted.  One  was  a  resolution 
eSereri  by  a  geatlemao  from  Pennsylvania,  (Mr. 
OiEoa)  When  he  considered  that  our  imporia- 
tioDsfrum  Great  Briiaia  amounted  aonoally  lo 
tbmit  twenty-five  millioat  of  dollars,  and  that  the 
whole  of  this  trade  was,  according  to  the  prupo- 
ailion  of  the  ^entlenun,  to  be  prohibited ;  and  it 
Was  also  considered  that  ihe  average  aqtoant  of 
dniiea  oa  anicles  imported  from  Great  Britain 
WM  iwifHty  per  cent.,  it  would  at  once  be  aean 
that  the  measure  won  Id  affect  the  revenue  to  the 
amonDt  of  five  millions  anoaally. 

Nor  did  it,  io  oSering  these  resolutioDs,  appear 
to  have  beeit  taken  into  view,  that  while  the 
neaiare  had  a  very  material  effect  on  the  reve- 
nne.  it  bad  likewise  an  immediate  e^t  en  the 
hafaiii  el  our  citizens  who  eonsomed  goods  im- 
ported from  Britain.  With  regard  to  the  single 
aiUtle  of  (ottoD,  it«  pr«4ibiitroo  woaM  operate  in 
Ihtee  difiereni  way*.  la  tke  trat  place, ilie  wasis 
of  oar  )wp|ii«  will  be  ineieaaed  ia  pnwMrtioD  to 
the  ptohibitioD  of  eouoD  goods]  in  (be  MMad 
place,  tiM  MVMiae  wmild  to  aSwied  bf  it }  and 
in  ifo  lart  plaea,  it  was  Miiretnety  pnhaUa  that 
the  foreign  demand  (at  the  raw  material  we  fur- 
B(«h  would  be  ooneiilerably  diminirbed.  A  sin- 
gle fact  wuntd  erinee  this  with  some  force.  Io 
Mie  year  1791,  there  were  exported  to  Liverpool 
H  tnles  of  coilon  ;  and  in  the  Brat  nine  months 
of  1805  there  bad  been  exported  to  the  same  plncr 
93,000  bales.  This  would  show  what  the  eff,fct 
Bight  be  of  the  prohibiliou  of  the  iiBponaiion  ot 
SthGoH— 15 


Dish. 

Mr.  N.  said  he  bad  teen  another  propoailiuo,  not 
offered,  indeed,  in  the  House  of  Repreteoiitir**, 
but  elsewhere,  fatluiliaf^  it  is  lupposed,  to  Ihe  re- 
port  of  a  committee  in  theSenaie,)  wfaicb  didiMt 
go  to  Ihe  edent  of  the  motion  by  ibe  gentleman 
from  Pennsylvania,  and  therefore  was  iMt  so  die* 
leteriousia  iu  e&i-cts,but  which,  in  his  judgneot^ 
was  extremely  objectionable.  This  prujMWioa 
went  to  probioitiheuDporialionofvqoolleosoffll 
descriptioa*,  liaeos.  uails,  bats,  lookioc-^asaei, 
rum,  hardware,  slate,  salt,  coal,  booU,  shoesitib- 
bon«,«lks,  plated  and  glass  ware*. 

Io  this  list  ihpM  were  four  aiticlea  of  gi«at  im- 
portance wUh  which  we  ate  supplied  from  Orett 
Briuifi,  wliieh  our  bahita,  at  teaM,  have  «Mollad 
on  the  liji  of  DeoeMaTi«a,«Bd  with  wbieh  ^eoMi- 
not  be  an^ied  either  by  otrrBalrea  or  by  oibat 
nations.  With  coarse  woolleBS  we  are  supplied 
altogelher  from  Great  Britain,  and  we  cannot 
procure  them  elsewhere.  Mr.N.  said  he  bad  taken 
Komc  painB  to  inquire  into  the  stale  of  the  German 
mannfactares,  and  he  was  convinced,  fn>ni  the 
information  lie  had  received,  that  we  could  get, 
neither  from  Germany  nor  Hollnnd,  those  coarse 
cloths  which  are  extensively  consumed  in  the 
Middle  and  Southern  States,  and  he  presumed 
Ibroughoot  the  whole  country,  except  by  itiose 
who  moved  in  the  higher  walks  of  life.  In  Hol- 
land and  Brabant  there  were  some  socb  manu- 
faciare*,  but  they  were  too  narrow  to  supply  us 
with  any  considerable  quantity  of  them. 

That  kind  of  rum  which  we  derive  from  Ja- 
maica, Antigua,  and  Barbadoes,  and  from  which 
a  large  reveaue  is  obtained,  Mr.  N.  presumed  was 
not  10  be  got  elsewhere;  as  the  whole  of  this  arti' 
cle  which  was  imported  into  the  United  8iai4* 
was  consumed,  and  no  part  of  it  exporied,  it  fol- 
lowed ef  course  that  the  revenue  would  be  dimiii- 
ished  In  proportion  to  the  «xietit  of  the  prohi- 

Thc  manDfactnres  of  Birmingham  and  Shef- 
field, going  generally  by  the  name  of  hardware, 
could  H  got  no  where  else.  The  whole  of  ibeM 
imported  were  cunuimad  in  the  United  StaiM^ 
and  their  prohibition  would  hare  the  same  effect 


Qf  rait,  which  was  imported  fVom  different 
countries,  and  which  amounted  annually  to  ibre« 
and  a  half  millions  of  bushels,  not  more  than  the 
one-hundred Ih  part.was  expoiMd.  By  diminielT- 
in^  the  quotity  imported,  we.boib  ineteasc  the 
piioe  of  the  aruele  And  ^atnaae  diu  •aumni  «f 
the  revenue. 

Ur.  N.  said;  tbatiha  oonrae  whiob  seened  to 
him  toMt  proper,  was  ta  seleat  ainuog  the  naoU' 
facturea  of  Great  Britain  aueh  articles  as  w»  im- 
fioft  fron  thence,  and  can  supply  ourselves  wiih 
by  our  own  indusiry,  or  obtain  irofn  other  aous- 
tries.  This  would  present  to  Great  Britain  a 
plan  that  would  at  once  be  seen  to  be  praoticabJa. 
By  laying  a  prohibiiion  on  the  imporiBtiun  of  all 
articles  leoeived  from  Ckeat  Britain  or  her  eolo- 
nie*  oa«  of  two  afiicia  mtM  aaaue.    fiiibu  «e 
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oliall  be  lai)Kh«d  nl  by  Qtm  Brirain  nnd  other 
BuroiWBD  Powpra  for  adupiinga  Kyviem  nlluge- 
ihvr  impracticabli*.  hrcauae  Wf  canooi  adhere  lo 
ii ;  Of  we  shall  furoish  lo  her  Minialur,  whose 
charaeti-T  for  decmoD  in  well  k"Own,  a  pretext 
for  sweeping  ihe  ocean  of  every  dullar  of  Ame't- 
kan  property  afloat  on  it. 

If,  on  the  coDirary,  weadopt  a  synlm  which 
is  practicsble,  10  which  it  is  seea  that  we  can 
adhere  wilhcut  injuring:  ourneUes,  and  which 
will  materially  aBrci  Briiain,  we  toay  hope  that 
measurec  will  be  taken  hv  her  OoTernmeot  for 
the  adjiwrment  of  our  differences,  and  the  ren- 
dering us  complete  justire. 
Mr.  N.  ihenBubmitiedihe  following  re*olauon: 

Rttohtd,  That.  fi«m  «Dd  aller  the dajof 

neit,  the  followini;  ■rttclH,  being  of  the  growth, or  man- 
n&rtarea  of  Oieit  Britain  or  Ireland,  or  of  stij  oF  the 
coloniM  01  dtpeadencica  of  Great  Britain,  ought  to  he 
prohil'itad  by  law  from  being  imported  into  Uie  Untied 
Blaise,  or  into  Ibe  territons*  (hereof,  ria  .- 

All  artiolee  of  which  iealber  is  Ihs  material  of  chief 
Talue ;  ell  articles  of  which  tin  or  brsM  is  the  tnttcrial 
of  chief  lalue,  tin  in  ihceta  eicepted ;  alt  artiulea  of 
which  hemp  or  flat  U  the  material  of  chief  value;  all 
articlse  of  which  silk  is  the  material  of  chief  vdao ; 
woollen  cloths,  whose  invoice  prices  ahall  exceed  . ; 
woollen  hosier;  of  ell  kinds;  window  glass,  aod  all 
Other  msnofactures  of  gtase ;  silver  snd  plated  wares  ; 
paper  of  ever;  description  1  nails  snd  spikes;  hats; 
clothing  ready  made ;  millinerj  of  all  kinds ;  playing 
cards ;  beer,  ale,  and  porter ;  and  pictures  and  prints- 
Mr.  NjcBoi.aoN  cuncliidfd  by  renmrking  that  he 
would  not  undertake  to  nay  thai  he  had  made  (he 
het-l  selection  of  arlieleT.  It  was  with  great  diffi- 
dence he  had  made  the  selection.  He  wuuld,  how- 
ever,offer  ii  at  this  time  that  gfiitlrmen  might  give 
their  attention  lo  ii,  and  be  prepared  to  enter  on 
its  diMJUB-ion  when  ilie  subject  came  hefore  the 
Hunse.  He  submitted  these  propo.jiions  at  this 
lime,  to  avoid  any  delsy  which  might  arise  frotn 
withholding  them  till  the  Hoase  should  hare  ea- 
terpd  upon  the  nubjeci. 

This  rPKoluiiun  wan  iramediaiely  considered 
by  the  Honne,  and  referred  to  a  Commiiiee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  state  uf  the  Union,  and  ordered 
to  he  printed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Q,  W.  Campbell,  certain 
resuluiiond  offered  on  the  3d  of  January,  1794,  hy 
Mr.  MadiiioD.  on  ibe  differences  at  ihai.time  Hub- 
•iating  between  the  United  Slates  aod  Great  Brit- 
ain, were  ordered  to  he  printed. 

WEST  INDfA  TRADE. 
Mr.  CaowHtnaHiELD  snid.  the  gentleman  from 
MaryUtMl  (Mr.  Niorolsoh)  had  offered  aeferal 
resulutions  prohihiiinn  the  importation  of  xnndry 
Brtides  of  British  manufaciuren  inio  the  United 
States.  Mr.  C.  observed  ihal  he  bad  another  pro- 
jecl  which  he  winhed  tn  auhmit,  relative  ti  onr 
irade  with  the  Britinh  Wesi  Indies.  He  did  not 
mean  al  ibi*  time  tn  diacum  the  subject,  either  so 
BH  far  it  waseonnecled  vriih  Ihp  p'opostliim*  ofthe 
(lenlleman  from  Maryland,  or  with  that  uf  the 
gentleman  fnim  Pennsylvania,  which  went 
much  xrealer  extent.  But  with  regard  to 
idea  eipteawd  bf  the  gtaUemaii  from  Uarjiaad, 


That 
.  .  lionof- 
lered  by  the  geottemaD  froni  Pennhylvania  would 
iff^t  the  revritue  lo  ibe  aniouni  of  Gre  mil- 
ions  <>r  didUrs;  and  therefore  iiiipressed  a\im 
the  House  the  duly  of  being  exiremely  cauiiout 
taking  such  a  hiep.  Mr.  C.  Miid  be  liid  noi  be- 
ve  the  adoption  of  that  propotiitiua  would 
ecI  the  revenue  loany  sueh  extent.  He  did 
not  helieve  it  would  afftd  the  revenue  lo  the 
imount  of  a  million  cf  dollara.  Because,  al- 
:hougb  we  ahould  prohibit  the  importatioo  of 
British  goiMis,  we  could  ^1  moal  of  the  same  ar- 
ticle! from  other  countries.  We  set  salt  fro«B 
Cadiz,  and  LUIion,  and  from  seversrathiT  placet. 
Run)  could  be  got  from  every  inland  in  the  West 
Indies  i  and  if  we  should  not  be  able  to  get  a  Mif- 
ficienl  quaniityof  it  to  supply  our  wanlit.  we 
could  imjMirl  from  France  brandies,  whirh  will  >« 
guud  subaiiiuie.  We  may  aUoget  woulleoi  fiom 
lie  cooiinent  of  Europe,  and  every  article  on  the 
lisl,  perhapn  at  higher  prices.  It  was  not,  bo«- 
Mr.  C.  said,  his  object  at  this  lime  to  dis- 
(be  nieritji  of  either  proposition.  His  chief 
object  was  lo  offer  hi«  own  project,  which  related 
lo  the  WeM  Indies.  Every  one  knows  thai  iboae 
islands  are  de|>endei]t  on  the  Unilfd  Stales  fur 
ihe  necessa tier,  of  life  i  ihai  they  cannot  get  many 
i  npuriaiilanicies  they  absululelv  want  from  other 
rountries.  Every  one  knows  lliat  fur  S»b,  beef, 
pork,  and  lumber,  they  are  di-pendeuton  ui,  inas- 
much as  they  cbdhuI  get  ihem  elsewhere.  How  i* 
the  trade  carried  on?  Great  Britain  hasadopleil 
a  curious  commercial  principle,  builumed  on  the 
principle  of  her  navigation  act ;  which  in  time  of 
peace  almost  ainuunis  to  a  prohibition  lointroduee 
into  ber  islands  any  articles  of  ours ;  and  which 
in  lime  of  war  opens  ihe  poria  uf  a  few  of  bar 
iilandi  for  the  introduction  of  particular  article* 
for  three  or  six  monins.  Mr.  C.  said  he  wished 
10  see  thi.i  trade  permanently  open  to  ihe  citizens 
of  the  United  Stales.  He  ibouifht  it  probable 
this  might  be  done  by  ihe  adoption  of  his  plan. 
The  gentleman  from  Pennoylvania  had  offered  a 
proposition  which  whs  calculated  to  tneet  in  part 
the  practices  of  Great  Britain.  The  Sr^  reaolu* 
lion  related  lo  trading  to  the  Writ  Indies  in  foi^ 
eign  vessels. and  nut  in  vesselsof  the  United  Stales. 
Every  one  knew  thai  in  ihe  trade  between  the 
United  Scnles  and  the  West  Indies  there  wetfl 
either  none,  or  very  few  foreign  vessels. 

Mr.  C.  then  offered  the  foliowing  resolution: 

Saohtd,  That,  from  and  after  the da;  of 

next,  no  goods,  wares,  or  meTsbandiie,  afaall  be  eiported 
iTom.or  imported  into,  Ibe  tlnited  States  or  tbe  territo- 
Ties  thereof,  in  any  ship  or  vnaei  whatever,  to  oir  fnMa 
any  European  colonieB  or  satttements,  situslad  on  the 
eastern  aide  of  the  continent  of  America,  or  its  adja- 
cent aeai,  northward  of  the  Equator,  unleia  the  imper- 
tstion  of  all  artirle*  of  the  growth,  product,  or  maoit- 
(aclure  of  the  United  Stalei  and  their  territories,  in 
American  bottoms,  is  at  all  limra  admiUed  into  tbasaid 
colonies,  or  settlements,  and  unless  the  eiportstian  of 
the  produrtions  of  the  aaid  co'.onics,  or  •ettlcmenls,  is 
permanently  allowad  in  Aniori'an  bottoms  &om  the 
■aaa  to  the  United  DUtea,  and  tba  UniUMiee  thersot 
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Tne  re*ululioQ  wx*  iriin«i<ler«d.  and  Tpftvr^d  lo 
m  Cummi'irt  tif  ibe  Wbole  on  ibe  UM«  uf  the 
Uiiioa,  aod  ordered  to  be  priiiieU. 
DRAWBACK. 

The  HuDKe  vpot  into  a  Committee  of  tb« 
Wbuleon  the  bill  to  extend  the  limf  for  utrfn^ 
the  iHiib.'and  girioit  bonil  in  ca»ea  uf  drawback, 
aod  for  other  purpoacs. 

Oa  ibe  second  aeclloo,  which  is  a*  follows; 

"  That  ths  Sttcretar;  of  the  Trauuiy  be,  and  ha  ii 
lurcbj  autharizad  and  empowered  lo  eitend  the  bsBefit  of 
drawback,  in  caaea  which  bari  happeaed  aince  Iha  pa*- 
aage  of  Ibe  act  of  March  3, 1799,  eutitleil,  "A  n  act  to  ng- 
state  the  collsctiea  ordutiea  on  import*  anil  tonnsge," 
where  the  penona  claiming  aueh  benefit  have  oiuitted 
to  take  the  oath  and  give  bond  within  the  ten  dayi 
proecribcd  b;  law :  Providtji,  The  Secretarj  of  (he 
Treaaar;  ihaO  be  aatiiGcJ  that  luch  oraiHioi)  wu 
cauaed  hj  unavoidable  accident,  and  that  no  fraud  waa 
intended  Ifaerebf  to  be  committed  againat  the  revenue 
Uwtoftbe  United  Statea;  and  proiided, aleu,  that  aat- 
itfmclt,rj  proof  shall  be  exhibited  to  him  that  the  goods, 
wares,  and  merchandiw,  on  vrbieb  the  drawback  is 
claimed,  have  been'  landed  without  the  limita  of  the 
Uaited  Statea. 

A  lung  debairenoned,  which  conriuued  beyoitd 
ihe  usuflThiHtrof  adjuuninieiit,  in  wliich  Mea^ni. 
J.  Ci^aY,  Lbib.  Elmer,  Niobolsok,  Cbowhin- 
■BiELO,  N.  WiLUAMB.  and  Sloak  aupimned', 
and  Mmws.  MoLLann  Glabe,  J.  C.  Suits.  Jack 
-M>M,  Bii»irBL4^  UoHHAD,  HacON,  and  Smiub,  op- 
poM-d  the  section. 

Wh«n  the  question  wa«  taken  on  the  itriking 
ODt  the  section,  and  parried— yeas  70. 

The  second  and  third  Kectioa3,boiioniedan  the 
awitud.  were  bI»o  stiuck  out 

The  Cointtiiitpe  then  ro^e  and  reported  their 
diaa^reement  to  all  the  sections  except  the  fir»t. 
Tbe  Hou-ie  itnmediaieljr  considered  the  rt>pori. 

Mr.  J.  G.  Smith  ipeke  in  favor,  and  Mr.  Crowh- 
iNBaiELD  against  concurring  in  iij  when  the 
Hotiae  Bdjonroed  without  coniing  to  a  decision. 

ToBBDar,  Febrnaiy  11. 
Ur.XC.SHiTB.rrom  Ibe  Cummiitee  of  Claims, 

Jresrated  a  bill  fur  the  relief  of  ibe  Quvernor, 
ud«vs,  and  Secretary  of  the  Indiana  Territory  ; 
wJirch  was  read  twice  and  committed  io»  Cum. 
mittee  of  the  Whole  tci-iuorraV. 

Mr.  8.,  from  the  same  commitlee,  to  whom 
wan  referred  on  lb«  fifieaalh  ultimo,  the  memo- 
rial cf  Pater  Landain,.  made  b  report  ibereoD; 
wtaieh  waa  read,  and  ordered  to  be  lefetred  to  a 
CiMlinillpe  of  the  Whole  to  morrow. 

A  mesMgeTrom  (lie  Senate  informed  lire  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  a  bift.  enlilted  "An 
act  for  the  relief  of  Selh  Hardtng,  lale  a  captain 
in  the  Navy  of  the  UiiiredState.^;"  to  which  they 
desire  !')••  concurrence  of  this  Houae. 

The  bill  sent  frcm  liie  St-naie.  enii'led  "An  net 
fii-  iJiP  relief  of  3^lh  Harding,  lale  a  caplain  in 
the  Navy  of  Ihe  United  States,"  was  rend  twice 
and  committed  lo  a  Coinmiiiee  of  the  Whole  to- 
BOrruW. 

[torn  tk»  Senate  infacmcd  tbe 


HoUHe  that  the  Senate  have  passed  a  hill,  eniiiled 
"An  act  BUlliorixing  iheaale  of  e  tract  af  Uiid  ia 
the  town  uf  t^iiicitmaii,  and  State  of  Ohio;"  and 
bIso,  a  bill,. eniiiled  'An  act  raiktng  provision  fur 
the  coiDpensalion  of  wilnexses  who  aiiended  the 
trial  of  the  impeachroeot  uf  Samuel  Cha-e;"  to 
which  ihey  deicire  [he  concurrence  of  this  House. 

The  bill  sent  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "Ao  act 
auihortzing  the  salt- of  b  iraer  of  land  in  the  Iowa 
uf  Cicciunali.and  State  of  Ohio,"  was  read  twice 
and  referred  to  the  Cooimitiee  on  the  Publie 
Lands. 

The  bill  aeni  from  (he  Senate,  entitled  "Aa  act 
making  nrovislon  for  the  cotnpensaiion  of  wit- 
nesses wno  Hitend»d  the  trial  of  the  impeachment 
ofSamoel  Ohase,"  was  read  twice  and  commit- 
ted to  [be  Cumniiiiee  of  the  Wh«|e  to  whom 
was  coromliied.  on  the  fifth  instant,  [he  bill  mak- 
ine  Bi^  appropHaiion  (or  Ihe  payment  of  the  wit- 
nesses, and  other  expenses,  on  the  impeachment 
ofSimue!  Chsse. 

Ordered,  That  ibe  Secretary  of  the  Treasurf 
cause  III  he  primed  for  the  use  of  ihe  memhera  of 
both  Houses,  ibe  rt-porl  to  be  made  to  ibis  House, 
in  pursuance  of  the  several  renoluiions  of  ihe 
House,  passed  on  the  third,  fifth,  and  aerenth  daya 
of  the  present  monlh. 

DRAWBACK.   . 

The  House  took  up  the  unfinished  business  of 
yeaterdHy,  being  the  repori  of  a  Commitlee  of  the 
whole  House,  to  strike  out  the  2J,3d  aod4<h  sec- 
liODs  of  the  bill  l«  extend  the  time  T  r  laktng  the 
oath,  and  giriug  bond  in  casea  of  drawback,  and 
for  other  purposes.     The  sections  are  aa  follows: 

«Bic.  S.  And  bt  ii  further  enacttd.  That  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury  be,  and  be  hereby  is,  anlhi'r* 
ized  and  empowered  to  extend  the  benefit  of  drawback, 
in  cues  which  have  hspprned  since  the  passage  of  Iba 
act  of  the  seoond  day  of  March,  in  the  year  one  thou- 
sand seien  bandied  and  ninety-nine,  entitled  ''An  act 
lo  regulate  the  collection  of  duties  on  imports  and  ton- 
nage," where  the  persons  claiming  auch  benefit  ba*a 
omittad  to  take  the  oath  and  give  bond  within  the  ten 
days  prescribed  bylaw:  Provided,  The  Secretary  of 
Ihe  Trssfury  sbatl  be  satisfied  that  suob  onsiuion  waa 
caused  by  noawidable  acddent,  and  that  n*  fraud  waa 
intended  thereby  to  be  committed  against  the  revenue 
laws  of  the  United  Stales.  And,  promded  aito.  That 
aatisfactory  proof  shall  be  eihibited  to  him  that  the 
goods,  wsrea,  and  merchandiae,  on  which  Ibe  drawback 
IB  claimed,  have  been  landed  withont  the  limils  of  the 
Uaited  8uies. 

•■  ate.  S.  And  bt  it  further  maefed.  That,  befbre  re- 
lief shall  be  graniad  by  the  Secntary  of  the  Tiaasnij 
ea  albreasid,  Ihe  peraan  or  peraons  applying  for  tha 
aama  ^all  take  Ibe  oath  and  give  bond,  in  like  manner 
as  is  now  required  by  lavr. 

"8sc.4.  And  be  U  fiaihtr  enaeted.  That  nothing 
in  this  act  eonta  ned  shall  be  eenatmad  to  eitend  the 
allowance  of  drawliack  upo^  any  gooda,  waraa.  and 
merchandise,  which  haie  been  faeretolbre  eiponed  la 
Hew  Orleans,  and  upon  which  the  drawback  may  t»- 
maln,  at  this  time,  unpaid." 

^    .1  thii  report  a  lengthy  debate 

e~srs.  JoBH  C.  Smits,  J^OKaoM,  Bed- 
iMOsa,  aad  Hot-LuUtn,  apuke  iu  favor  of  ooneui- 
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tIAitiBod  Mnvr'.  Leib.  CnoviiiNBBiELb,  Nev- 
TOR,. Broom,  J.CLAY,Bn^  Eliher,  sgainKt  con 
leurriifK  IB  the  report.  Whvn  tbe  queMton  wan 
nVfo  by  y»H  and  nars.  oa  codniTrenee,  aad  car- 
ried— yeiB  7t,  Days  45,  as  fultows; 

Tii« — Wlllii  Alcton,  jr.,  Iliac  An derson,  tturwell 
BuMtt,  Ofolge  M.  Bedinger,  dilu  Betton,  Bimlbia 
3idwetl,  Wilhim  Slackled^  Robert  Brovn,  loha 
Bejfe,  Joirph  Brjsn,  WilliBUi  BdU«t,  Lcti  Cwj, 
JtAn  Uhndler,  MirtinCtdUeivlen,  CbrMi^herChrk, 
MaaMw  Ola;,  Fmlerick  Cimnd,  Bimnel  W.  Dana, 
JAn  Diisoport,  jr.,  Williim  Dickimi,  Elia*  &arl«, 
Jmta  Elliot.  Caleb  BHii,  Williani  Blj.Jabn  W,  £pp««, 
janiea  M.  OanMt,  Chirlra  GdtdrtiorBash,  Pvlvraou 
GoMlwjn,  Edwin  Or*;.  Andiew  Orcgg,  John  Hmil- 
too,  WiUiam  Helmi,  Junes  HoHaiid,  Diiid  Hoinea, 
John  G.  Jickmn,  Thomai  Kenan,  Nehemiah  Knight, 
Joseph  Lewie,  Jr.,  Danmi  McFarJand,  Patrick  Mipu- 
i)er,  Uavid  Meriwether,  TbomM  Moore,  John  Morrow, 
Gideon  Oljn,  Timoihy  Pitkin,  jr.,  John  Rea  of  Prninjl- 
Vinia.  John  Rhea  of  Tcnn«»<e,  Peter  Siitlj,  Thomu 
BaninioDa,  Thomai  SBndibid,  Martin  G.  SchuncmiD, 
Jane!  Sloan,  John  t^milie,  John  Cotton  Bmilh,  John 
Smith,  Henr;  Soutberi],  Thomas  Spalding,  Kchard 
SUn lord,  Benjamin  Tillmkilge,  David  Thorn aa,  Philip 
R.  Tfaompaon,  Thomaa  W.  Thompaon.  Ahram  Trigg, 
KUUan  K.  Tan  RenneUer,  Joseph  B.  Varnum,  Peteg 
Wldivorlh,  Robert  Whilebil!,  David  R.  WUIiama. 
AleiandeT  Wilson,  Biobaid  Winn,  and  Joieph  Win- 

Kill — John  Areher,  tttMd  'Bnri.  Joaeph  Barker, 
Fhannet  Blahop,  John  Blake,  Jr.,  Janea  M.  Broom, 
John  Claiborne,  Orchard  Cook.  Jacob  Crown inahield. 
Bkhard  Cutta,  Eira  Darby,  Peter  Early,  EhenMer 
.Ehner.  WUIUm  Findley.  Jamea  Fiak,  laaiah  L.  Green, 
Silfl*  HalMy.eeth  HaMinsa,  Micbial  I^ih,  Henry  W. 
LiTingfton,  Matthew  lijron,  Robert  Marlon,  Joainh 
Maatera,  Williani  McCreery.  Nicholas  S.  Moore,  Jere- 
miah Morrow,  Gurdon  $.  Muinford.  Jeremiah  Nelson, 
Thomaa  New  Ion,  jr.,  Joseph  fi.  Nicbolaos,  John  Pugh, 
Josiab  Quin^.  Thomas  M.  Randolph,  Jacob  Richards, 
John  Russell,  O'Brien  Soiith,  fiamue]  Smith,  Joseph 
StanioD,  8«tiiuel  Taggirt,  Philip  Van  Cortlandt, 
Daniel  C.  Verptancb,  John  Whitehill,  Marmaduke 
Williams,  Nalbui  Williains,  and  Thomas  Wyi 

Mr.  J.  Ramqdlpb  said  he  had  a  repoK  fo  make 
vliich.  aeeordiog  to  ihe  rales  <it  the  House,  re- 
^DJfed  the  gallcrica  to  be  dnKd.  Tbey  were 
■ceordJDffly  clflired  for  B  few  ECrinuieK;  wheo  iKe 
Hoiise  idjoumed. 

WcdhesDav,  Febrnary  IJI, 

Mr.  Qbeoo,  from  the  Commillee  on  the  PaUlc 
Laadsf  to  wbou  was  referred,  on  the  eleveixb  in- 
•laat,  the  bill  sent  from  ibe  Senate,  miitled  "  An 
act  atiihoriiing  the  sate  of  •  trtet  of  land  ta  ihc 
townof  Cineinniii,  ud  Siaie  of  Ohio,  reported  te 
the  House  their  agreement  tb  the  same,  withaal 
■mendiiient. 

Ordered.  That  tbe  said  biit  be  recnmitiitied  Tc 
a  Cnnimittee  of  the  Whole  on  Monday  next. 

Mr.  P.  R.  Thompson  reported  a  bill  auihoriz- 
bjf  the  erection  of  a  bridge  scross  the  Potomac 
within  ibe  District  of  Cohmbia;  which  was  re 
ferred  ma  (^omniilteeof  the  Whole  on  Friday. 

Mr.  M  A  an  DDE  B  presented  a  petiiion  from  suo' 
dry  fntuibiiwila  of  Oeotgetown,  praytog  that  if 


Congress  deierroine  to  auihorlce  tbe  erection  of  a 
bridge  across  the  Potomac,  it  mav  be  at  a  jnomi 
above  OeorgetoWn.— Referred  to  tna  aame  Ctnn* 

UMITS  OF  GEORGIA. 

Mr.  Sfaldiko,  from  ibe  eommiitee  to  whan 
ras  referred,  on  the  tbirieenlb  uliirao,  tie  memo- 
ai  of  Ibe  Legiblaiure  of  tbe  Snie  of  Georgia, 
made  a  report  inereon,  which  was  read,  as  follows : 
The  eonmitltae  to  wbom  was  nArted  Ai  memorial  of 
the  Legiaktore  of  the  State  Uf  Georgia,  respecAig 
dispated  limits  between  that  SU(e  and  the  8ute  of 
North  Csrblina,  havifrg  taken  into  cansidervlion  tb!a 
natter  of  tbe  said  memorial,  asWUI  as  ■neb  Infanna- 
tion  aa  the  docilmenta  attached  to  Uie  menraritl'Bnd 
former  rrporti  made  to  Ibis  HeMe  afibrd,  be^  IfcaTV 
to  submit  the  faUowing  report : 
Between  die  latilitde  of  9S  degrees  north,  wlndtls 
tbe  Bonihem  boundary  claimed  by  North  Csr<dina,  and 
the  northern  bonntlary  of  Georgia,  as  setlMd  by  a  con- 
vention between  thai  Slate  and  Saudi  Carolina,  inter- 
venes s  tract  of  COUDI17  aupiiosed  10  be  about  twelra 
milea  wide,  from  north  to  soath,  and  eitcnding  In  length 
li-om  the  nerlem  boundary  of  Georgia,  at  Nicajsck,  on 
the  Tenneeaee,  to  her  northeastern  limits,  on  the  Ttt- 
gato.    This  tract  waa  conaeqnentty  within  tbp  fimilB  of 
South  Cajolina.  and  In  the  year  1T8T  it  was  ceded  to  tbe 
United  States,  who  secepted  the  cession.     This  terri- 
tory remained  In  poaassaion  of  the  United  fltales  nwU 
)BOa,whenitwaa  r«led  tolbe  State  of  Oeoffte.    FnMn 
the  most  correct  informatioit  rslatiTe  ta  the  aud  twii- 
toiy,  it  sppeara  (hat  it  is  inhabited  by  about  800  soiiIb, 
and  (to  idofJt  tbe  woida  of  a  farmer  r^rt)  it  it  not 
■hown  at  what  period  they  made  the  settlement,  nor 
bad  ihev  any  title  to  the  land  on  which  they  settled 
and  made  improvements.    No  such  title  indeed  couU 
have  been  crealeil,  ai  those  lands  remained  within  the 
boundaqr  of  the  Cherokees  until  the  year  ITSS,  when 
a  pirt  of  this  territory  waa  purcbaaed  by  a  treaty  held 
at  Tcllico.    Il  does  not  appear  tbat  the  lines  that  bonnd 
the  tract  of  land  in  queition,  and  divide  it  &dni  Caro- 
lina, have  ever  been  eslsblialied  by  public  attlbraitTr. 

Afterthe  transfer  of  this  terrltoiy  I7  the  Ualtad  BtatM 
to  Georgia,  the  Legislatareaf  that  State,  In  compliance 
with  tbe  eameat  lequest  of  those  salF.fovenied  people, 
praying  that  they  might  be  allowed  to  participate  ^the 
dvil  r^hta  enjoyed  in  common  by  £e  "pWflt  of  the 
Dnited  States,  puaed  an  act  in  the  year  IMS  to  or- 
gantze  the  inhabited  pai'l  of  tbe  lerdlory,  and  to  Ibtn 
it  into  a  eenlrty,  Hlb>riihig,  at  tht  sant«time,  the  Oo^ 
emor  to  appoint  ceinntaaiMieiS  ■•>  ni4et  audi  eBBMila- 
■ioners  •*  duraU  be  appointed  by  the  Govetnment  «f 
North  CanlJna,  to  aaeestain  and  pUidy  narfc  iba  ttee 
dividing  this  tariloryftou  North  CaibliBa.    ThnUor- 


(o  the 


I  teniloryfti 
r  North  OoioIiBa  espiesMd  a ! 
DB,  nndar  the  prtfviai 


the  propoiiliaB,  nndar  the  prtfviatDns  of  a  Ihrmer  net 
the  Legialature  of  that  State,  but  clogged  with  a  coif 
diiion  which  itae  Legislature  of  North  Carohna  refusnd 
to  depart  from,  and  which  Ae  Legislature  of  Georgia 
refused  to  accede  to.  Her  reaaon  may  be  found  in  a 
letter  from  General  Pickens,  of  the  State  of  South  Car- 
olina, allached  to  a  report  made  to  the  Hoaso  respect- 
ing that  territory  while  the  property  of  the  ITniled  State*. 
The  letter  states,  tbat  before  the  people  inhabiting  tbat 
territory  settled  on  the  lands,  it  waa  aurvejed,  and  grinta 
oblainMl  for  moat  part  of  it  fh>m  the  State  of  Nordk 
Carolina,  and  |  '  "  " 
dm  tbe  land  wi 
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Dialrict  of  Caitumbu^Briti^  AggrtMiotu. 
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«f  B*alti  Cuoliuk.  Your  eonmittce  conceive  tbal  th^ 
hire  no  rigbt  to  enter  into  the  fealinga  of  either  of  the 
putie*.  or  to  pronoanre  upon  the  justice  of  tbe  cnndi- 
lion  made  by  Nortl)  Caraiina  on  the  ooa  part,  or,  iti 
tyeetioa  \tj  Georgia  on  the  othei.ABd  am  theratbre 
CODfiaed  iheU  atlenlion  to  that  fart  of  the  nemoiial 
vhidi  caUa  opon  Coneroaa  to  define  and  mark  out  the 
^irtj-Silb  degree  of  latitude— the  line  nhich  North 
Carolina  admit*  to  bound  ber  Stale — upon  the  aouth 
uui  north  of  which  Georgia  can  have  oo  claim  of  ter- 
^ij.  Your  comwittee,  after  giving  to  thie  poist  the 
poet  deUberata  coDuderatUia,  are  of  opinion  that  the 
United  States  are  bound,  in  gopd  faiUi,  to  oaa  tfieir 
frieodl^  oScct  with  the  8ute  a[  Korth  Carolina  for 
obtaioing  an  unicabls  adjualment  of  the  limit*  of  the 
tMTilor;,  which  tbe;  haie  tranaferred  to  Qeorgi*,  in  all 
{■arte  nhsre  inch  limit*  msj  be  diiputnL 
.  Your  Gomuiittee,  thaiefbre,  beg  ioMfta  oSei  lbs  fol- 
loving  rewilutton : 

Beii/ktd,  Tkit  the  Pmideot  (,(  tbe  United  8|ataa 
be  anthojriieil  to  appoint  s  oon^iHtanfo,  to  meet  >ucb 
«D|imu«iiBDcn  aa  maj  be  appointad  bj  the  Htatei  of 
North  Carolina  and  0*Drgia,  lor  th*  piupoap  of  aecei- 
tainbif  end  ronning  the  line  which  diTulcs  the  l^ii: 
tarj  tnnaferrtd  b;  the  United  Stale*  to  Georgia,  liom 
ITorth  Carshna. 

The  repurtwm*  rpmd.and  referred  to  a  Comnnlt- 
tee  of  the  Whole  House  oo  PriJajr  next. 
DISTRICT  OF  COLUMBIA. 
Mr.  SifiLiB  submitted  the  following  retolutioDs: 
"  Rttoiwtd,  That  it  u  expedient  for  Congrea*  to  re- 
cede to  the  Sate  o(  Maryland  tbe  jurisdiction  of  that 
rof  the  Territory  of  Columbia  which  naa  ceded  to 
Ilnitad  Stale*  bj  the  uuii  Sute  orMaiytuid,  bif 


Inland  lAall  eonaeat  and  agree  therela. 

•■  B4Mhed,  Thtt  U 1*  azpedient  kx  Coagre**  to  ra- 
ced* to  the  Slate  of  Virginia  tba  Jorisilicliaa  of  thet 
pmt  «f  the  Tkrriloiy  of  Colnmbi*  which  wae  ceded  to 
th*  United  Siata*  by  the  seid  UtaU  of  Virginia,  L^  an 
aM  paaaed  tbe  third  day  of  Uecembar,  in  the  ^ear  an* 
Ihoaeaud  aeven  hundred  and  eightj-niae,  (ntitled  '  An 
Mt  fi>r  the  ceacion  of  t«a  miles  equara,  or  an;  loaHr 
quantilj  ef  territorj,  within  this  State,  to  the*  United 
State*,  in  Congrea*  •■*ombled,  lor  tbe  permanent  aeet 
^  tbe  General  Government:'  provided  the  etui  Stats 
of  Tirgini*  shall  consei^t  and  agiae  thoreto." 

M/-  S|iiLw  slated  he  had  two  object*  in  view 
ia  ofiertDg  these  resulution*.  The  first  wts^  that 
CoBcre** mt^hi  bediresiedof  that  muliipliciiy  of 
hweiar**  whicit  arose  fron  ibe  siiuaiioo  of  the 
lerrHorjt,  which  would  ioetease  with  the  growth 
of  popu^tiOD  and  the  progrees  vf  eocieiy.  The 
oUierreaeoa  waaiiillmoretniporiaiit.  He  wished 
to  ■•«  the  people  of  the  District  restored  to  their 
Moliiical  rights,  the  deprivatioD  of  which  was  to 
Lim  ■  mailer  of  great  regret,  and  which  cuuld  doi 
be  retnedied  uetil  there  wa*  ■  decided  cbaoge  to 
their  lidiatuo.  AUudiDg  to  the  apprehension  of 
IW  ittfaabitaot*  that  this  measure  wat  coopected 
with  a  reraeval  of  the  seat  uf  Qoveromeut,  he 
4eelared  that  ibis  was  not  bis  ofajeci;  he,  oo  the 
«oalrary,  beliered  ihe  meaKure  would  be  highiy 
bcMficul  (o  tb«  City  of  WasUqgtoii. 


Oo  cODfiidering  ihe  reaolutioos,  the  House  di< 
vided— ,)yes43,  noes36. 

Mr.  SMFLtEQiaved  a  reference  of  them  ttiaCoD^ 
niittee  of  the  Whole  on  the  first  duf  of  Match. 

Mt.  Lewis  p^^red  theit  poGipoDeiaeDt~iiidefi- 

Mr.  Lyon  hoped  an  immediate  deciaioa  «oul4 
be  had  upon  them. 

Mr.  Sloan  hoped  some  lime  would  be  allowed 
preriou*  to  ibeir  decieioo. 

The  Huufie  determined  to  refer  tbem  to  a  Conr 
miitee  of  the  Whole— ayes  5& 

Ur.  CoHSiD  moved  their  being  in^de  the  ordei 
for  the  first  Mondaf  in  August;  which  noiioit 
waa  diragretd  to — »yes  44,  noe*  50. 

Then  on  the  first  Atonday  of  May.  Lost- 
aye*  39. 

Mr.Nicsoi.80H  moved  Monday  nest.  IJe^aii 
there  was  much  ioapartsat  buiines*  lelaiire  to  the 
lerritorf  before  the  Houae^  and  if  the  proposiiioof 
of  retrocession  were  pemjiiited  lo  remaio  unacted 
oDj  they  would  tupeisede  all  atteoiioa  to  the  othef 

Mr-  Smiue  acquiescing  in  noakiDg  tbe  restJu- 
the  " 

BRFTISH  AGGREEISrONa 

Mr. SLO^a.-rMf.  Speaker:  I  truitlamconect, 
first,  iQ  saying  that  the  B^nresen  tat  ires  of  the 
people,  in  Cougress  ajuembleu,  are  the  only  tribu- 
(lal  to  whqm  they  can  look  for  redress  of  national 
grievances  and  protection  in  their  DaVonat  right*; 
and  secondly,  that  ev«ry  rapmber.as  aeomxtonent 
part  of  the  National  Legislature,  has  a  right  to  in- 
troduce  resoluiioos  in  such  form  as  he  may  ibiok 
beat  calculated  to  redress  existing  grievance*,  ac 
secure  them  from  future  insult  and  injury. 

Not  withstanding  sererai  reHolmion*  bar*  been 
laid  on  the  table  re«pectiog  the  impressment  of 
our  seamen  bv  the  commanders  of  British  armed 
vessels,  and  ineir  depredatiuBs  oo  our  couuaerc^ 
1  have  seen  none  which  I  cotisider  fully  adequate 
to  the  purpose  proposed,  or  couched  in  that  firm 
and  decisive  Uoguage  that  I  conceive  the  oainre 
of  tbe  case  requites.  Under  this  impression,  1  beg 
leave  to  ofier  a  resolution  ;  and.  previous  thereto, 
ask  the  indulgence  of  the  House,  to  ofifer  a  feif 
reason*. 

Are  not  the  people  calling  oit  us  from  almost 
every  pact  of  the  Unioo?  Previous  tomv  leaving 
borne  to  atteiid  Jhis  session.  I  expected  the  int- 
pressment  of  our  seanien  by  British  armed  vessels, 
and  their  depredations  on  our  cammerce,  would 
have  been  taken  up;  but,  to  my  asiooishnienl, 
more  than  ten  weeks  have  elspsed,  and  we  are 
only  preparioy  to  discuss  this  impurtant  sut^jecU 
Is  tbisgiving  immediate  attention  to  thesufieriaga 
of  our  coosiituenls?  But  what  astonitihes  me 
still  more  Is,  that  by  conversation  I  have  bad 
witb  some  members,  tbey  appear  yet  uuprepared 
to  do  anything  decisive. 

One  member,  fMr,  Nicn0L8ON.)'who  offered  » 
resolution  two  days  past,  objected  to  a  former  re»- 
olution  offered  by  agentleman  from  Penaajrlvanig, 
^iit.  pB^agJ  (root  an  apprehension  that  lA  wpuld 
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injure  our  revenue  S5 000,000.  [Here  Mr.  Nicr- 
OLBOM  ei[ilaiDed.  sialiog  tliHt  he  h»d  only  said 
tbal  il  would  affecl  il  ru  thai  amouni.]  Another 
member,  from'  Mas-sachusetis.  (Mr.  Crownih- 
saiELD.)  well  Bcquaioied  with  luercaoiile  busi- 
ness. Kuppused  it  would  not  injure  it  more  ibao 
$1,000,000. 

ButI  h(ipe,Mr.Speakerjihal  however  pleasing 
it  may  be  tuiee  our  debt  diminishing  and  our  rev- 
enue tnc  easing,  [he  Tear  ordinainutiiui  of  revenue 
will  never  deier  iheConeres-'iorthe  Uoitrd  Slates 
from  supporting  their  national  rights.  1  hope  we 
■ball  not  shrink  from  a  temporary  evil,  (u  procore 
a  great  and  perruanrDt  beiieSl. 

Id  hearing  the  co^ver^slio^  of  sorip  members 
out  of  doors,  and  observing  the  delay  that  baa 
lalten  place  in  the  House,  tliis  query  is  extorted 
from  me:  Where  ia  the  xpirit  ibat  aeiunied  the 
noble  pairiotaof  Seventy-six,  at  lhe^i^k  uflife,  id 
oppose  the  unjuM  aggfesBiuoa  of  Great  Britain? 
Has  il  fled  from  our  Jand,  or  is  jt  only  sleeping  7 
1  hope  tbe  Jailer ;  and  ihal  it  may  speedily  awake, 
tefrebhed  and  inviguraied  by  its  lung  nap. 

But,  perbap*.  some  may  conclude  that  I  wish  to 
involve  ihe  Uoiied  Biates  in  war.  God  forbid  1 
I  want  10  prevent  war  with  those  horrid  engines 
made  (o  destroy  the  human  species.  1  want  to 
prevent  it  by  duiog  to  all  naiioDit  a^  we  would 
they  ahould  do  uolo  as.  Are  we  so  doing  whilst 
we  permit  one  of  the  belligereni  Puwers  to  im- 
press and  keep  oo  board  her  ve.isels  of  war  three 
ihou'^and  of  our  seameit,  to  assist  in  fighting  her 
baltles  witbftlher  belligereni  Powem  in  amity  and 
peace  with  nsJ  I  want  the  Uoiied  Bta tea  lo  ircai 
Great  Brila in  as  they 'would  ireal  au  individual, 
who.  Id  his  dealings,  bad  evidenily  been  unjust; 
bteak  uS  all  intercourse  until  reparation  is  made 
for  past  injuries,  and  security  given  that  they  shall 
not  be  repeated  in  fumre.  This  lice  of  conduct, 
1  conceive,  ioxtead  of  producing  war,  would  be 
the  most  certain  means  of  securing  a  permanent 
■nd  lasiing  peace.  In  the  present  state  of  Europe, 
can  GreaiBritain  do  wiihuuiour  trade?  Certain- 
ly she  cannot.  It  ii  probshle  iha*  Bunaparie  has, 
ere  this  lime,  prohibited  her  trade  with  a  connid 
erable  part  ol  Europe.  Thus  ciieumsianced — 
trembling  for  her  very  existence — if  we  make  a 
firm,  determined  demand  fur  reparaiioD  of  dam- 
ages, my  oiiiDioQ  isihat  she  dare  not,  thai  she  can- 
not, or  will  not  reAise. 

I  will  not  detain  the  House,  at  this  time,  with  a 
more  detailed  invesiigdiioo  oflbe  subject;  but, 
knowing  it  to  be  ihedeHireofmBny  of  uur  consiit- 
nents,  and  hoping  thai,  upon  a  full  examination.  It 
will  be  the  delerininalion  of  this  House  to  ailopi 
firm  and  decisive  measures  fur  the  purpoi'e  uf  oh- 
taiiiing  redress  fur  iuiuries  susiained,  and  to  pre- 
Teol  ibe  like  in  future,  I  offer  the  following  reMjIu- 
tioD,  hoping  the  Hotise  will  commit  it  lo  a  Com- 
min.  e  of  the  Whole  on  the  stale  of  ihe  Uxion  : 

Wbcreia  the  commandBn  of  Britiah  armed  veuels 
liBve  impressed  many  Americati  HaneD,  and  rampelled 
them  to  bear  aims  on  Itaard  aaid  veaula,  sniJ  asriat  in 
fighting  their  listtlea  with  nations  in  amity  Bnil  peace 
with  the  Uniled  Sutea ;  and,  also,  tirooght  into  British 
poUm  Hat  aiQudiealion,  many  mer-hant  vcaaels  sailing 


onder  (he  flag,  and  owned  hy  cltiiens  of  the  eaid  Ifni- 
ted  States,  HhsTB  saine  hive  been  a  long  tima  unjustly 
detained,  and  olhera  eonileinneJ,  contrary  to  justice 
and  the  law  of  ns^ona  :     For  remedy  whereof, 

Rtiohed,   Thst  in  case  tbe  Government  of  Greet 

Britain  shall  neglect,  or  refuse,  tor '-  manthi.  (a  re- 

atore  all  American  Haineii,  impressed  and  detained  ta 
tforesaid,  and  also  discharge  all  American  vessels.  d»< 
tained  contrary  tu  the  law  of  nations,  making  compeiK 
■ation  for  tbe  loss  sustained  l>y  such  detention,  and 
also,  for  thoee  condemned  aa  pHies;  all  trade  and  id' 
tercoorse  shall  thencefottfa  cease,  and  br  prohibited  be- 
tween these  United  States  and  Great  Britain  and  its 
dependencies,  until  equitable  arrangements  iball  be 
made  between  tbe  two  QuTemments  that  aball  insure 
a  return  or  compeniatioit  for  the  property  unjustly 
Mixed  and  condemned;  and  also,  the  reatontion  of 
American  seamen  to  liberty  and  tbeir  country.  Pro- 
vided also,  thst  upon  such  arrangemtinta  being  mad^ 
the  President  of  the  United  States  shall  baie  power, 
by  pniclaniition,  to  opeii  trade  and  commerce,  upon 
tbe  principle  of  such  equitable  arrangementi  between 
the  said  United  Stales  and  Qreat  Britain  and  bar 
dependencies. 

This  resoluIioD  was  immediately  cousidered, 
and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Wbole 
on  tbe  stale  of  the  Union, 

PORT  OP  PHILADflLPHIA. 

On  the  mulion  of  Mr.  J.  Clat,  ihe  Houst  n- 
sotv<  d  itself  into  a  Commitiee  of  the  Wbole  oo 
the  bill  declaring  the  consent  of  Congress  to  an 
act  of  Ihe  Stnie  of  Pennsylvania  entitled  "An 
act  to  empower  the  Board  of  Wardens  for  the 
port  of  Philadelphia  lo  collect  a  certain  dutv  oa 
tonnage,  fur  the  purposes  therein  meuiiooed.'' 

[This  bill  authorizes  t  he4mpDsiiion  of  four  cenia 
a  ion  on  all  vessels  clearing  out  uf  the  port  of  Phil- 
adelphia, fur  any  f^ireign  port,  lo  be  expended  is 
hnilding  piers  in,  and  otherwise  improving  ifae 
navigation  of  tbe  Deiaware.J 

Oil  ibia  bill,  a  debate  of  conKiderable  length 
aroae;  Messrs.  J.  CLAy,^inoLiiy,LBtn, and  Mas- 
ion  supporting,  and  MesRri<.  J.  C.  Smith,  Cxown- 
iHBHiELD,  Q,DiNcr,  and  Klt  opposing  it. 

It  was  opjiosed  on  two  grounds — on  ihe  ground 
of  utictinsiilutionality  and  inexpediency.  On  th« 
former  ground,  il  was  contended  that  the  impo- 
sition of  the  proposed  duty  wa.s  inhibited  by  that 
of  the  Constitution   which  prescribe) 


0  preference  shall  be  given  by  any  resula- 
je,  to  I  he  ports  of  otM 


that, " 

'  Stale  over  those  Cf  another ;"  that  ibe  object  of 
Ihe  hill  was,  to  lay  a  special  tax  for  tbe  exelosive 
beneSi  of  the  port  of  Phlliidelphia — which  woul4 
be  giving  a  preference  to  that  port  orer  tbe  other 
pons  in  the  United  Staien  ;  that  instead  of  dola; 
this,  in  case  the  navigation  of  the  Drlawfire  re- 
quired improvement,  which  was  feasible,  the  bet- 
ter way  would  be,  to  draw  a  sum  for  thid  purpose 
from  the  general  Treasury.  Il  was,  however, 
contended  that  it  was  inexpedient  to  make  an f 
provision  whatever  for  thi.«  porpt'se.  as  il  was  ex- 
tremely doubtful  whether  ihe  objecl  conirm|ilaied 
was  practiuBlde,  and  as  ihe  navigation  of  the  Del- 
aware wa^  much  beiier  iban  that  of  many  oiber 
streams  uu  whicli  oUici  potta  were  aituaiiHl,  wUeb^ 
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CODiiequeDlty,  had  bi|chercliiiinat>D  the  aid  of  Con- 

Srr>».  Il  WHS  fuiihcf  Slat'  d,  tliatlheDOniein|ila(etI 
Uly  would  operate,  nai  mtrely  un  vesnels  brluDg- 
ing  10  ibe  port  of  PhilEtk)fl|ibia,  but  liki^wi^e  on 
furrign  ves^eU  piilerin|[  [herein  ]  and  (bat  il  was 
unjuxl  lu  derive  revenue  rrom  thern  Tor  iheaecom- 
plisbnieni  of  tihjecti  of  a  li>cal  naiure. 

TheadrocaieHof  tbe  bill  conWndfd  ihatitwas 
BlrioiU  Co  siiluiional,  io  proof  of  which,  they 
appeat'd  lo  ihat  pari  of  ibe  CunsiiiuiioD  wbien 
•ayii,  Ibai,  "  DO  Sute  *1mII,  wikhout  ihe  consent 
ol  CoDnress,  lay  any  duly  of  tonnage;"  which 
provisiua  exacily  met  the  prearnt  cane.  Aa  lo  the 
CoDBiiiuiional  nrovi»ioD  quoted  on  the  sihrr  side, 
they  obaerved  that  it  was  only  made  with  the  view 
of  preventing  Ihe  adoptiuD  of  partial  rrgulations 
«t  trade  or  revenue,  or  lh«  eKiablishmrnt  of  free 
portii.  They  quoted  several  precedeois,  by  which 
II  appeared,  that  in  several  instaaces,  a  likena- 
ibority  wiih  that  Id  the  hilt  had  been  (fiveo,  and 
ikw>mi>  cases  without  any  limitation  of  time.  Oo 
ibe  ground  of  eipediency,  ibey  repmenied  the 
navigation  of  the  Delaware  as  seriuuslyobstrneied 
by  >  bhual,  which  was  every  year  increasing,  and 
which  migbi.  unless  measures  were  tak^o,  operate 
at  some  future  period  to  the  dratructioo  of  the 
navigstion.  The  tax  a>ked,  .would  b*  paid  exclu- 
sively by  vessels  trading  front  the  port  of  Pbila* 
delpliia,  and  ought  not,  therefure,  (o  be  opposed  by 
those  whose  interests  were  not  in  tb«  least  impl^ 
eated.  It  was  added,  that  il  was  slraoge  that, 
while  scarcely  a  year  passed  without  larre  appro- 


DriatioDs  being  made  from  the  genenil  Treasury 
for  the  erection  of  light-huUKs  io  VHriuus  parts  of 
the  United  Stales,  toe  requrst  of  the  niercbanis 
of  Philadelphia  to  be  aniborizad  lo  subject  them- 
selves  ti)  a  tax  for  the  improvemeni  of  ihe  nari- 
gation  of  the  only  port  in  FenDsylvania  shoMld  be 
opposed. 

The  qtiestion  wan  then  put  on  Mr.  Grownin- 
iBiBi,D'a  motion  to  hirike  out  tha  fir«  aectioD, 
wbicU  was  negatived — yea«  27. 

Mr.  CRowHiNaHiBUD  moved  to  amend  the  bill, 
)  the  duly  lo  vessels  belongiog  to 
ladetphia. 
.  Crowhihsbigld  spoke  in  favor  of,  and 
Messrs.  i.  CifkY,  8L0ai«,  Comrad,  and  ELmbr, 
ag4inst  this aoieDduieat,  which  wBsdisagveed  to — 
yeas  12. 

Mr,  Crowninsbibld  offered  an  anteodmeat, 
limiting  ihe  duraliou  of  the  bill  to  three,  instead 
of  seven  years. 

Mesra.  CBOWNiNSHiCLo.  Soothsrd,  and  ElT, 
BDppurted;  sod  MessiB.J.  CL.AY,LEiB,andSu)SN. 
oppo-ed  it ;  when  the  que«iun  was  put,  and  Ibe 


engrossed  for  a  iliird  reading  lo- 


Thdrsdj^v,  February  13. 

Mr.  QoovwvH  one  of  the  roembers  from  Vir- 

giaia,  firrsenied  W  the  House  ceriaio  reisoluiiimti 

ofihc  iiihabiiaatHof  ihe  luwnuf  Prtersburg,  in  the 

uiJSiai£,«xprestiveoriheiropiaijiiDCihepre8«ni 


state  of  public  affdirx,  and  proffering  ibeir  lives 
Hod  (brtunes  ii>  support  of  the  public  hiinar  and 
security,  and  ol  luch  measures  of  nsiional  redress 
iind  retrihutioD,  as  Congress  may  deem  it  expedi- 
ent to  adopt ;  which  were  read,  and  referred  lo  ft 
Cummiiteeoflhe  Whole  on  the  siateofthe  Union. 
Ao  engrossed  bill  declaring  the  coDseni  of  Cua- 
^resn  lo  an  act  of  the  Slate  of  PcnQsylvaniB,  en- 
liiled  "An  acl  tn  empower  the  ^oarJ  of  Wardena 
fur  the  port  of  Philadelphia  to  collect  a  certaia 
duty  (ID  tonnage,  fur  the  purposes  iherein  men- 
tioned."was  read  the  third  ti  me,  and  passed— reaa 
53,  nays  27. 

.  A  loesrage  from  the  Senate,  informed  the  House 
thai  the  Senate  have  passed  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  fur  altering  the  time  of  holding  ibe  circuit 
court  in  Ihe  Slate  of  North  Carolias."  with  seve- 
ral ameMtments ;  to  which  they  desire  the  con- 
"      ~   ~  of  ihb  House, 


The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  amead- 
menis  proposed  by  ibe  Senate  to  the  ioid  bill: 
Whei'rapoti, 

OnUnd,  That  the  said  amendments,  together 
with  the  bill,  be  eoinmiiied  to  Mr.  Botle,  Mr. 
Stanford,  and  Mr.  Rrea  of  Teunesiee. 
On  motioB,  il  was 

Ordered.  That  the  committee  appointed  od  the 
letter  of  William  H.  Harrison,  and  the  memorials 
and  pt>tilionsufllie Indiana  Territory,  bedischarged 
from  the  farther  co  nai  deration  of  so  much  ol  those 
memorials  aod  petitioDs  as  relates  to  the  donation 
and  pre-emption  rights,andiheKBit  springs  in  that 
Territory,  lod  tbal  the  same  be  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  the  Public  Lauds. 

The  bill  making  exira  compensation  lo  the  Qor- 
ernor.  Judges,  anil  Secretary  of  the  IndiatM  Ter- 
ritory, allowing  each  9300  for  compiling  a  cpde 
of  laws,  having  passed  through  u  Commiiiee  of 
the  Whole,  was  ordered  to  be  read  a  third  time  to- 
morrow. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  making,  in  addition 
to  the  unexpended  balances  of  %\30fi,fa  appro- 
priation or$l,000a  year,  forflve  years,  for  the  sup- 
port ofa  library,  was  read  a  thira  time  and  pRssed 
—yeas  68. 

PUBLIC  LANDS. 

Mr.  liATTiHOREotserved,  iliBt  inaddiiiou  toihe 
rariousobjectsembracedbyseveralpeiiiions  which 
had  been  referred  to  the  Cummiitee  oo  Public 
Lands,  relative  to  lands  in  the  Mississippi  Terri- 
tery,  there  were  others,  an  attention  to  which 
seemed  neceioary,  aa  well  to  do  justice  toindivid- 
uiils,  as  t3  facilitate  the  execution  of  the  business 
of  the  land  office  west  of  Pearl  river.    In  order, 


aligaliun,  ha  begged  leave  to  offer  the  follow. 
iRg  resolution ; 

Rooked,  That  Ihe  Committee  on  Public  Lands  be 
instructed  to  inquire. 

Whether  it  be  eipedient  to  conflrm  any  claims  to 
lands  in  tb«  Mississippi  Territory,  tbonded  upon  Span- 
ish warnnts  or  orders  of  survej,  which  were  not  in- 
habited snd  euttivated  on  Ihe  tnenty^eventh  Jsy  of 
0>:tab«r,  one  thoosand  sevsii  hondred  and  ninety-flve. 
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ad  rvgulating  tlw  gnoti  of  hnd,  uid  -p'^Ttdmg  for  tfae 
akpoaaLof  tbe  ludi  of  the  UaitBil  Stalei  axUk  uf  tlw 
StaUofTcDDnsw:" 

-Wbothat  it  b«  esp«di«Dt  to  T«pcil  >o  mutb  <tf  Um 
flrtt  fecCioo  of  the  uid  act,  h  piecludea  yononi  uxkr 
thaiWBof  twentjrODeyflus,  *ai  not  heidi  of  fimiliw, 
from  the  beneSM  of  the  proiiNaoi  of  the  aectioii  ilbre- 

Whether  il  be  tlpeJ'uint  to  make  ptorbion,  b;  law, 
Ar  reimburnng  pre-emption  claimBnti.iD  iuch  snma  a> 
tbej  raw  have  paid  to  the  llDJted  States,  in  the  event 
flftbair  Being  evicted  of  jhfl  land*  for  which  mich  nima 
tnaj  have  been  paid,  b;  a  judicial  dei^ion  in  tavor  <>f 
•n;  grant  not  derived  Iroin  the  United  Bufci: 

Whether  it  be  expedient  to  ioveit  the  Commbalonkn 
iMat  of  Peail  river  with  ench  eitenaive  equitable  juria- 
dietion,  as  mav  enable  them  to  guard,  «a  the  one  hand, 
■gt)iM  the  admuaion  ofclaime,  which  may  be  nspport- 
«d  t^  a  Utewl  eonstroeliao  of  l^al  provialoiw,  tboagk 
foaiided  in  fraud ;  and  to  conflim,  on  th*  other  hand, 
tksM  wWcb  BBj  DOibe  ItHMMpportol,  th«a^  feaoded 
l^on.  prinoi]tla  of  eqaity  and  justice:  Aiid,»lae, 

'Whether  aa;,  and,  if  any,  what,  farther  ameDdiBeikt 
ought  to  be  madfi  to  the  act  afbrtaentioBed)  vd  that 
the;  have  Iea*e  to  lepon  by  biU,  n  otherviaw. 
The  reKOlutinn  was  agreed  lo. 
Mr.  Q.  W.  Caufbell  obaerred  that  a  Uw  bad 
bwB  pfMed  tbe  Ibh  sesstoo  anlhorizing  ih«  Pr«s- 
ideot  tauanse  the  lands  in  tite  Territory  of  Orleans 
ta  'b»'tar*cred.  Tbe  object  of  this  aol  was  lo 
mefiara  tbe  laada  for  wie  and  settlemeBt  Belier- 
L)f  tbatflMlllemeM  of  that  lerriiory  woald^reaik; 
eoniTtbute  to  its  Kcwiiy  and  BTOsperiiy.  hia  wish 
«m  iD^ring  the  lUbJMt  directly  before  tbe  Hot»f . 
Wbatever  doubts  mtf  be  eatehataed  of  tbe  pro- 
prtcty  of  encouragiiuf  the  (etilement  of  Upper 
Louisiaaa,  be  beKetcd  no  iiScnnee  at  opinion  ex- 
ijtMdaatp  iheeipediaocy  of  fMterJngiba  settie- 
WeilKor  Ibe  Territory  of  Orleass  by  ehiaeos  of 
the  United  SuieM;  which  end  would  be  best  eftea- 
ed  by  opening  land  t^cei  for  tbe  sale  of  Isads 
lh«>eiip. 

.  Mr.  Campbell  coocliided  by  movioc  the  fol- 
lowing reeoluiion: 

JleMtfmf,  That o&eea  be  aattbliabed  for  tbe 

Bale  of  the  landa  belonging  to  tbe  UniUd  Btatetwithin 
the  Territory  of  Orleans- 
Referred  to  (be  Commiilee  on  Poblic  I^aods. 

80CIETT  OF  HARMONY. 
Th'elTuusewf-almtOB  Commiilee  of  the  Whole 
OB  tbe  bill  reoeired  froui  (be  Senate,  ifae  object  of 
which  is  to  authorize  the  loca^ioa  of  a  quantity 
of  land  in  (be  Indiana  Territory  by  George  Rapp 
Mid  bis  asBoetaieH,  tbey  paying  two  dollars  ihere- 
for.aadgiring  (hem  a  credit,  wi(hou(  the  paynteni 
of  iD(efea(,for  six  years,  when  ihey  areio  peyone- 
fout(h  of  the  purcbaoe  money,  and  (be  residue  in 
ail  annual  paymeD[s,  on  coadi(ii)n  that,  ^reeaMy 
to  prpMiribed  IcruiH,  the  vine  shall  be  cultivated. 

Mr,  McCbebst  stated  thai  Qeorae  Rapp  and 
his  associates,  aiaoundng  lo  about  3,000  pu-soas, 
were  natire*  of  iheElectonKc  of  Wiricmburgi 
that  they,  were  Luiheraus,  who  bad  Bed  frou  00- 
pte«>ion  <D  ihai  eouairy ;  that  (bey  were  mosuy 
eytii*«i<va  of  tkr  vine,  nod  winbed  an  eateoiitoo 
of  iIm  WHui  tine  for  paying  tof  public  kiida,  ifaey 


not  htTing  tbe  means  of  the  oomraon  p«if  inmt] 
[bey  wished  to  lite  together,  and  to  cultivate  (bo 
fine  for  their  principal  support,  for  their  prosper- 
ity, ftnd  for  tbe  good  of  (h«  eommQDiiy,  in  inlr». 
ducing  itGeuUnre  Into  this  covntry. 
Mr.  Elt  obserTed  that  the  billappeared  to  give 
preference  in  tbe  sale  of  the  public  knda ;  tfa«t 
tb*  bill  was  pmeatad  from  (he  Senate  without 
.be  docomenis' or  lesiimeny  which  might  justi^ 
ihiappefaraaoa;  be  therefore  OKned  that  it  sbooM 
beeoBinitied  l«  the  Cora nittee  on  PubUe  Laaifa. 
Mr.  Graoo.— Th«y  obtaio  a  whoie  nwiMhiyof 
iha  beu  laud  at  only  two  dollars  per  aers.  and  it 
is  proposed  ut  extend  to  them  at>  otfvsual  iwlnt- 
genee  io  lb*  tfnio  of  paymehL    Ha  waM  aM 
[r«e  to  it. 

Mr.  FiNDLVTspdEeiafatorof  tbebilh 
Mr.  CoNKAO.— 'The  indulgieTteeof  lime  for  paym- 
ent is  not  unprceedented.    He  showed  an  act 
granting  twelve  years  for  paymeni  where  laad 
was  porahased  for  (he  sarae  purpone,  *ai  li»%  aol 
does  nM  bind  tbe  purchasers  to  plant  the  viae, 
vbereas  this  doaa.    It  were  bni«r,io  nuke  a  pre*- 
ei»t  of  the  land   then  sot  have   tfae  settlemeoC 
D^  us  of  such  persoos.    If  noi  thus  sold,  it  is 
more  (hn  pr«tMb(e  (bat  the'ladd  will  lie  wtat* 
nd  iio!«4d  more  ih«n  the  six  ^ar«. 
Mr.  Olih. — If  we  ean  be  jostifiei  is  k  sate  of 
(bis  kind,  w^ty  obligv  foreigners  instead  of  oitr 
owneoDntrymen  ?    We  bare  citiseis  enough  of 
oor  Own  wh(X  would  be  glad  to  purchase  on  suck 
terms. 

Mr.  SLOAir.-'Tboisgh  I  driDh  bo  wifM  rayssH; 
I  have  no  wiah  t*  prevent  olhersj  for  f  think  k 
may.  often  be  serrieeatle.  I  consider  tbe  indol* 
geneeaatoifae  time  of  paymeni  in  tbelight  of  bB 
enoouiagemtnt  or  bounty,  that  may  prove  uaefid 
to  us  as  wr41  as  the  appkeaota. 

Mr.  SuiLiE. — I  cannot  say  with  tbe  geatiemaB 
from  New  Jersey  thai  1  drink  no  wine,  for  leer- 


ei^itera.  I  am  myself  an  European,  who  liare 
fled  &oia  oppresBioc  in  the  country  where  I  Waa 
born.  How  great  a  part  of  PenBgylvaaia  ia  mh 
tied  by  such  ebanicters!  ' 

Mr.  McCRGintT.-- The  applJeanta  are  men  of 
piety  and  iadssiry.  Let  tu  give  them  a  goa4 
chance,  for  our  own  sakes  as  well  as  theirs,  10  in- 
tntdnee  ihe  eulture  of  the  gsase  hen. 

Mr.  FiNOLBT.—If  this  iodufgesce  benotgirea, 
the  land  will  lie  wa^te.  We  wish  10  populate  the 
(errilory.  Their  sell! erne nt  will  efthanee  the  rsliie 
of  (he  public  lands  around  (hem. 

Mp-Elt.— I  am  sofry  my  motion  has  oe4«' 
sioned  so  much  debate.  I  was  ignorant  of  tba 
circumsiaoees  reladns  (o  this  sooiety,  and  to  the 
chanctei  of  it ;  my  □oieot  was  Information,  not 
an  intention  (o  defrii  tlie  bill.  Wedeviaie  from 
■he  usual  mode,  which  is  to  hare  the  report  of  a 
committee  in  cases  of  (his  sort. 

Mr.  Oreoo. — Tins  bill  Ttfttf  improperly  auihor- 
izea  a  deiiation  from  (he  eslabliahed  piactiee  of 
selling  public  lands — it  is  a  change  ul  principle. 
1  da  out  wish  10  see  so  great  a  body  of  foreignen 
eettM  ti^elhef  1  W<  shaU  hftve  «  Utile  Wirtem- 
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berg ;  we  mutt  l^jslatc  Tor  (hem ;  they  CRniroi 
(peak our  language;  they  eannni  serve  as  jury- 
mea.  and  from  ihe  JDrormation  I  baTe  received,  I 
■meoDfideot  they  will  not  proceed  in  culiivaiing 
iJie  TJDP  in  ibai  country. 

Mr.  Sedihoeb— 1  am  b  shareholder  in  a  Tine- 
yard  in  Kentucky,  and  out  success  hu  ezcsedeJ 
our  moM  saDguiae  ezpeoiatiou. 

Ur.  Macoh. — la  order  lo  iry  the  aeaae  of  the 
commiiiee,Imai'e  toMrJkeoui  the  <tord«"Qeorgr 
Btpp  Biul  hia  BiwoiBHK"  Wky  should  we  not 
^BDl  bwauiet  f«t  itiHOf^  whnt  or  com  ma  well 
a*  the  TJael  If  wine  con  b«  mad*  here  xtf  md* 
vwavegi.  ihera  is  no  need  of  tbeeocoani^moiit 
of  (hit  HooM.  A  f«w  yeara  ainee  w«  rawed  do 
cMtoo,  bol  tbe  profit  of  this  culture  oii«e  known, 
it  ha*  become  an  Briicla  of  vait  ezportaiioD. 
What  chim  iMTe  ibese  alieiu  over  oar  own  citi- 
Zftn7  They  hare  been  oppressed ;  put  yput 
floger  on  any  i^t  of  Sutope  that  is  npi  under 
oppression.  If  you  commence  this  new  system, 
alt  the  best  sections  of  land  will  be  taken  up  in 
this  manner.  WIm>  will  not  purchase  on  such 
Urms? 

Mr.  Ltdh. — LandsDOt  Monginglo  the  public 
may  be  had  for  less  than  on«  dollar  an  acre  in 
tpBDy  place*. 

'  Mr.  Olik.— We  hare  men  that  can  cultivate 
the  vine  as  well  as  those  foreigners,  li  is  a  plain, 
simph  thing. 

Mr.  Jacebon. — If  disposed  to  grant  faTorn,  let 
tn  grant  to  those  who  have  the  etealest  ctaini. 
There  are  many  old  soldiers  of  the  Revolution, 
who  would  rejoice  to  purcbBse  land  on  these 
terms.  Why  encourage  the  making  of  winetT 
They  are  luxuries,  not  nccesaaries.  Lands  og  tbc 
Ohio  are  from  six  to  ei^ht  dollars  in  many  places; 
thfa  bill  gtres  the  petllroners  their  choice  of  the 
bm,  and  they  pay  no  interest  for  their  purchase, 
at  two  ddtara. 

Hr.  St,oiii. — This  bill  will  enhance  the  valne 
of  lands  adjoin  lug.    It  will  be  a  humane  act. 

Mr.  Jackson.— I  rise  merely  to  slate  b  fact  I 
have  just  now  learned.  There  are  at  this  re ry 
tine  men  wailing  for  the  passage  of  this  bill,  who 
are  ready  to  give  six  dollflts  per  acre  for  mticb  of 
the  verv  land  the  bill  contemplates. 

Mr.  HoLLAitfi,— Some  small  tracts  only  may 
sell  for  six  dollars.  We  bind  the  purchasers' lu 
pUot  Ihe  first  year  0,000  plants,  and  3,000  annn- 
Blly  after. 

Mr.  MoRBOW,  of  Ohio.— I  rise  only  to  reply  to 
tfaegenileman  from  Virginia,  (Mr.  Jackboh.)  I 
never  seel^  for  information  in  ihe  lobby,  nor  the 
gallery,  nor  Penasylvania  avenue.  Tne  gentle- 
man is  misinformed. 

Mt.Jackbon. — .My  authority  is  an  honorable 
member  near  me— an  auihoriiy  at  leant  as  respect- 
able as  any  the  gentleman  from  Ohio  can  have. 

The  ([Q  est  loo  was  taken — 50  for  striking  out, 
SI  against  it.  The  Commiitee  rose,  and  the 
House  considered  the  bill. 

Mr.  CBOVitiNflBiE[.o.— There  is  no  interest  lo 
be  received.  1  have  made  a  calculation  that,  eon- 
sUering  the  want  of  intere»t  to  the  time  ol  the 
last  payment,  wenewgetooly  nioety-eeven  cents 


peracre.  I  move  to  strike  out  two,Bikd  insert 
three  dollars  per  acre. 

The  motion  was  lost— 44  only  for  it. 

Mr.  CflowNiHSfliELD.— There  are  in  a  seciloa 
about  23000  acres,  making  46,000  dullars.  I 
move  to  insert  six  per  cent,  interest  till  paid. 

Mr.  Nicuoi^oN.— Fublio  lands  are  sold  wiib- 
out  ioteresi  lor  a  ceriaii)  litne.^If  the  money  be 
□ol  punciDally  fiaid,  I  am  willing,  ibe  debt  should 
be  on  interest  ajier. 

Mr.  Jaokson. — I  move  19  poslpona  the  eoooid- 
eratiuD  of  the  bill  indefinitely. 

The  ayes  asd  noes  were  cniled  for,  and  tskea 
OB  this  motion — yeas  53,  nays 59^ 

Mr.  Gaa»iimsBici.D'B  motion  for  the  iDaertioi 
(rf  intereet  was  lost— ^  to  48. 

Mr.  D.  R.  WiLUAMs  moved  the  iDsenioD  of' 
two  instead  of  six  years  for  payment  of  the  hind. 
Motion  loiii— 54  to  45.  Tbe  bill  patiaed  lo  k  third 
reading  for  to-morrow. 

FaiVAV,  Febtoary  14. 

An  engrossed  bill  for  the  relief  of  tbeOoveraor, 
Judges,  and  Secretary,  of  the  IndiauB  Territory, 
was  read  the  third  time  and  passed. 

Mr.  Sloan,  from  thecomraltiee  le  whom  wb* 
referred  the  bill  imporing  a  duty  of  ten  dollars  on 
erery  slave  imported  into  tbe  United  Slates  !«• 
ported  a  bill,  with  sundry  amendments. 

Tbe  priocipat  fvaiure  of  the  amended  bill  is  & 
provisioo,  in  the  ca)>e  of  smuggling  slaves  into  the 
Suie  of  South  Carolina,  that  the  Secretary  of  iba 
Treasury  shnll  be  authorized  to  remove  them  into 
tome  oiner  Siaie  and  hire  litem  out  for  b  term  of 

Mr.  JAcsaoH  moved  to  reject  the  bill. 
Thismoiioo.aftera  short  debate,  was  negatived, 
and  tbe  bill  referred  toaCommitleeof  the  Whole. 

INDIANA  TBMUTORT. 

Mf-  Gabhett,  from  the  committee  appointed 
on  tl)e  eighteenth  of  December  last,  to  whom 
were  referred  the  report  of  a  seltct  committee  on 
the  letter  of  Williaai  H-  Harrison,  made  the  sev- 
enieanth  of  February,  eighteen  hnndredand  four; 
■  meiuoriat  of  ihu  Legislaiive Council  and  Hwusa 
u(  HepreMouiives  of  the  Indiana  Territory,  and 
several  petilioos  of  sundry  iahaWtants  of  th«  said 
Territory;  made  tbe  following  report; 

lIlBt,  having  sttendvely  conndered  the  IbcU  stated 
in  the  B^  petitions  and  memorUts,  they  are  of  apinioa 
that  B  qualmcd  an&psniion,  fat  a  limited  time,  of  tha 
■iith  srticle  of  compscibetvreen  the  original  States  and 
tbe  people  and  atates  neat  of  the  river  Ohio,  nonld  b« 
beneficisl  to  the  people  of  the  Indiana  Territory.  The 
■tupennonorthis  article  is  an  oligectafanoM  universally 
desired  in  that  Territory.  It  sppesrs  to  your  oonnnik- 
lea  to  be  a  qnestiOn  entirely  diil^nt  from  that  btlween 
slavery  Bnd  freHlooi.  inasmncti  as  it  would  nerrfy  oo- 
casion  the  removal  of  penons,  already  slaves,  from  one 
part  of  the  country  to  another.  The  Rood  efiocts  of 
this  saspenslon.  in  the  preasnl  instance,  woukl  ba  lo 
accelerate  the  population  of  that  Territory,  Ulberto  i» 
tatded  hy  the  operation  of  tbtf  aniaie  vF  oaapMt,  as 
■Javabelilera  mnigiallt  into  tbs  Wviiein  couDiiy 
laifkl  the*  iadwlveaar  psdera— a  wkiA  Ikar  mi^A 
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fed  for  ■  ■eltleDicDl  in  ibe  Iniliin*  Tirritoiy,  initetil 

«f  KeHing.  ttlhtj  ire  now  compelled  lo  <lo,  aettlementi 
in  Mher  Sutfi  or  rountrie*  permilling  Ihe  introduction 
of  ilivn.  The  condilion  of  the  ■l*TeH  tbemaelve* 
yiOuU  be  much  ■.meliorated  hj  It,  ■■  it  is  evideal,  fiom 
eipcrienec,  ibat  tbe  mora  they  are  ceparateJ  ahJ  dif- 
fbied,  the  more  care  and  attention  are  beatowed  on 
them  by  their  maatera,  each  proprietor  hiving  it  in  bia 
p«wer  to  increase  their  confbrti  and  conienieDcaa  in 
proponion  lo  tbe  (mallnen  of  their  numben.  The 
dangeni,  loo,  (if  any  are  to  be  apprehended,)  from  too 
large  ■  black  populaliira  exieting  in  any  one  eection  of 
coantrv,  would  certainly  to  very  mucb  dimlniahed,  if 
n«t  entinly  iwnated.  But  whetlur  dangera  are  to  Iw 
feared  from  ifaia  enurce  or  not,  it  ij  certainly  an  ob*ioua 
dictate  of  aound  policy  to  guard  againtt  them,  aa  far  at 
poaaible.  If  (hi«  danger  does  eiiat,  or  there  ia  any 
cause  tn  appr«bead  it,  and  our  Woitern  breifarco  are 
not  only  willing  but  deairouii  to  aid  ua  in  taking  pre- 
cautiona  againat  it,  woold  it  not  be  wiee  to  accept  tneii 
uaiatance  1  We  ahould  benefit  aureclvea,  without  in- 
juring them,  aa  their  population  muil  atnaya  ao  kr  et- 
ceed  any  black  population  which  can  e*er  eiiat  in  that 
country,  at  to  render  Ihe  idea  of  danger  from  that 


Your  eommittea  coBiider  tbe  regulation,  contained 
in  the  ordinance  for  the  goternmentoTlbe  Territory  of 
the  Unit^  Statea,  which  requirea  a  fireehold  of  ally 
acreaof  land  as  a  qualification  (orau  elector  of  the  Gener- 
al Aa*embly,aa  limiting  too  muobthe  elactiTe  franchiae. 


eaaaiy,  jouT  com- 
a  reaidence  continued  long  enough 
to  eTJnce  a  determination  to  become  a  permanent  in- 
habitant, ahould  entitle  a  person  to  the  righta  of  auOrnge. 
Thia  pnibatiotiary  period  need  not  extend  beyond  twelve 
monlha. 

'fhe  petition  of  certain  Mtllera  in  the  Indiana  Ter- 
ritory, |»aying  to  be  annexed  to  the  State  of  Ohio, 
ought  not,  in  the  opinion  of  your  committee,  to  be 

It  appear*  to  your  committee  that  the  dlvidon  of  die 
Indiana  Territory,  in  the  manner  directed  by  tbe  ordi- 
nance of  1767,  and  for  which  the  people  of  Randolph 
and  til,  Clair  have  petitioned  your  honorable  body, 
woold  be  inexpedient  at  thia  time.  The  people  of  the 
two  aectiuna  have  lately  entered  into  Ibe  aecond  grade 
of  government,  the  whole  eipenae  of  which  would  fiitl 
OD  tbe  people  ofone  taction,  if  a  diviaion  were  now  to 
Iw  made.  Thtt,  in  the  opinion  of  your  commitloe, 
woald  be  neithar  politic  nor  jnit.  But,  •Ithongh  a  di- 
viaion of  the  Territory  appear*  improper  at  thii  time, 
we  think  it  ahonid  be  made  aa  aoon  a*  tbe  population 
of  either  taction  haa  increased  ao  for  aa  lo  entitle  them 
to  form  a  State  Guvernment.  The  petition  which 
praya  that  tuch  a  Government  may  be  formed,  by  uni- 
ting the  two  aedioni  u  aoon  aa  their  iobabitanti 
•ball  have  augmented  ao  far  aa  to  authorize  it,  your 
committee  conceive  ought  not  to  be  granted.  A  Ter- 
ritory, when  once  erected  into  a  Slate,  cannot  be  divi- 
ded or  diamembered  without  ita  own  content ;  the  fbr- 
nation,  therefore,  of  two  Stalea  out  of  Ibit  Territory, 
originally  intended  by  the  ordinance  of  1787,  could  not 
eooatiiutionally  be  eHected,  if  tbe  two  aactiooa  were 
once  peimillod  to  form  one  State,  without  the  content 
of  that  State,  however  nece^ary  the  extent  and  popu- 
lation of  that  Territory  might  render  auch  diviaion. 

After  attentively  condilering  the  variout  objecta  de- 
^tre4  in  tbe  memoriala  and  petitions,  the  committee  re- 
^•otfiillj  anhBit  to  tba  Uonae  tbafikljfriDf  iNOlntima : 


1.  JUtthed,  That  Ihe  aiith  article  of  the  ordinance 
of  17S7,  which  prohibits  alavery  within  (he  Indiana 
Territory,  be  tuapended  for  ten  yeira,  to  at  lo  permit 
the  ililii>iiUGtion  of  alavet,  born  within  tbe  United 
Slates,  (him  any  of  the  individual  Statea. 

3.  Rttolced,  That  every  while  freeman  of  (he  age  of 
twenty-one  years,  who  has  resided  within  the  Terntory 
twelve  montha,  and  within  the  county  in  which  ha 
cliim*  a  vote,  six  montha  immediately  preceding  iba 
election,  ifaall  enjoy  tbe  rigbts  of  «n  Elector  of  tka 
Gmeral  Aatembly. 

S.  Rtiohcd,  That  the  petition  of  eerbdn  aettlan  in 
the  Indian*  Temlwy,  pnying  to  be  annexed  to  ths 
Stale  of  Ohio,  ought  not  to  be  granted, 

4.  Rt»obKd  That  it  ia  mexpedienl,  at  llm  time,  1» 
grant  that  part  of  Ihe  petition  of  tbe  people  of  Handotptt 
and  St.  Claii  which  pt«y*  fiir  a  diviaioaof  tbe  Indiana 
Territory, 

5.  Boohed,  That  to  modi  of  the  petilion  of  lh» 
Legialati  ve  Council  and  Houae  of  Repreaentalivea  of  the 
Indiana  Territory  as  prayi  that  the  two  aectioni  may 
be  united  into  one  Stato  QovetnnieDt,  ought  not  to  ba 

Uet'erred  lo  a  CDromitle^  of  the  Whole  on 
Thursday  neil. 

SOCIETr  OP  HARMONY. 


Territory  on  ceriaia  conditions,  was  read  a  ibird 

Mr.  Clirk  moved  to  recommit  (lie  bill  to  the 
Committee  on  Public  Lands.  The  bill  wants 
several  ameadmeota.  There  is  do  penally,  should 
ibepelitionerB  neglect  to  plant  the  vines. 

Mr.  Jackson.— I  second  ihe  motion  of  rajf  col- 
league. These  public  lands  formerly  beionged  to 
the  Slale  of  Virginia;  when  ceded  by  that  Bute, 
the  Qovernment  of  the  United  States  were  made 
trustees  "  for  the  common  benefit  of  the  Union.j 
failbfullj'  and  bona  fide  for  that  use,  ao,!  for  no 
other,"  to  use  ihe  words  of  tbe  act  gtatitiog  tbe 
cession.  This  is  a  contract  between  Vii^inia 
and  the  United  States;  we  are  in  (be  place  (tf 
trustees;  we  cannot  violBle  the  trust,  yet  (bis 
mode  01  selling  (he  land  for  Ihe  benefit  of  indi- 
vidual  foreigners  is  a  viulaiion  of  (be  (ru3(.  This 
precedent  will  be  quoted  berenfter,  and  will  ope- 
rate most  injuriously.  Notwithstanding  what  the 
gentleman  from  Onio  (Mr.  Morrow)  has  said,  I 
caonni  help  saying,  thai  (here  are  oieo  ready  at 
this  time  logive  six  dollnrs  per  acre  for  this  very 
laod,  or  land  of  this  description.  Tliis  bill,  will 
give  them  a  whole  township,  23,000  acres  of  land 
of  tbe  firsi  quality.  I  cannot  conceive  (be  culti- 
vadon  of  the  vine  as  a  national  beaefit,  as  being 
"  for  tbe  common  benefit  of  Ibe  Union."  It  will 
diminish  the  revenue,  shooid  vines  be  raised  in 
abundance  here.  Wine  is  heavily  iaxed,Mnd  the 
lax  is  paid  by  (he  rich.  I  am  ahugeiber  opposed 
lo  tbe  bill. 

Mr.  SutLiB.—AtiewargumeoliDdeed  is  brought 
forward  by  the  geiiileman  frum  Virginia.  We  can 
hardly  turn  round  wiihoutsomehuw  invading  tbe 
rights  of  Virginia.  If  we  talk  of  building  « 
bridge  or  erecting  a  dam,  at  once  the  rights  of 
Virgioii  are  invaded.  If  we  wish  to  dispose  of 
some  of  our  public  land  ia  the  West  as  we  think 
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profier.  ihe  ri^lrts  of  Virarinii  ire  inraded.  Vir- 
ginia claiDird  lands  airelching  to  the  norlh  pole  ; 
■tie  look  wbnl  »he  wanieJ,and  ^vea  quit  claim 
to  ifae  United  SinlPK  for  Ihe  rest.  Sortie  of  (be 
House  think  ibis  sale,  tbis  indoleence  in  ihe  ^sy- 
meot  for  ibe  purpone  of  inlniductng  the  eulliva- 
tion  of  ibe  tine,  a4id  of  serving  iheae  woriby  for- 
eigners, will  be  ''for  ihe  common  benffii  of  ihe 
Uoion;"  some  ibink  olherwiw;  it  is  merely  a 
matter  of  opinion,  sod  a  majority  of  opinioD  must 

Mr.  Manmow. — There  are  lome  small  tracts  of 
land,  on  which  what  are  called  tqualtert  are  n't' 
tied,  and  where  already  iinprorenients  have  been 
made,  which  would  Kell  fur  four  or  six  dollars  per 
■ere  ;  bui  1  doubt  whether  tnj  lowofihip  of  UdiI 
woukl  sell  for  iwo  dollars,  e* en  with  the  asual 

Mr.  Parks,  of  the  Todiana  Territory. — Even 
in  the  seiiled  parts  of  the-  Territory,  laods  are 
not  above  three  dollara. 

Mt.  Lvon. — The  prioe  of  laitds  is  Tirina*.  I 
know  of  200,000  acrcx  of  land  oa  the  Webaib, 
which  ix  offered  for  !>afe  at  twenty  cents  per  acre: 
yet  I  have  given  fifty  dollars  per  acre  for  aeveral 
acres  near  nie,  which  I  much  wanted. 

Mr.  Elt. — Oentlemen  have  said  that  poor  lands 
were  proper  for  the  vioe.  It  may  be  so;  but  the 
petitioner  and  his  associates  meniion  bNo  the 
raising  of  hemp,  which  requires  the  best  boltom 
landn.  I  am  far  from  wishing  to  discourage  the^e 
■elilrrs;  but  they  are  alrendf  among  us,  and  will 
not  leaTB  this  country.  They  are  represented  to 
be,  (and  1  fuljy  bel'eve  the  representation,)  men 
of  piety  and  (loralily;  the  Uoued  States  are  not 
beyond  improrement  in  piety  and  morality;  in- 
stead of  puliiDf!  them  in  one,  and  that  a  far  dis- 
tant place,  let  them  be  scattered  over  the  Union, 
that  all  parts  may  be  benefitted.  Such  a  body  of 
men,  or  one  sect,  of  one  language,  will  wish  to 
leclude  itself  from  the  rest  of  the  Union;  they 
will  wish  what  this  bill  gives  them,  and  what  I 
think  iDJurious,aa  exclusive  territory.  We  are 
deviating  from  our  common  usage  in  the  mle  of 
land,  la  the  deviation  necesiiary  or  proper?  Oen- 
tlemen have  said  they  were  flying  frora  oppre*- 
■ion  to  this  land  of  liberty;  liberty  was  their  ob- 
ject; a  republican  Qovtrnment;  yet  it  sppeers 
that  when  they  left  Wir.emberir,  their 'expecta- 
tion and  intention  was  to  settle  in  Louifinna,  then 
under  the  Spanish  Qovernment.  The  bill  ohligea 
tbem  to  plant  a  certain  number  of  vines ;  perhaps 
the  expense  of  this  will  not  be  QlOO,  and  there  is 
no  forfeiture  even  if  they  should  refuse  to  cam- 
ply.  It  may  prove  a  Gne  rpeculation  for  them  ; 
Ihey  may  get  perhaps  the  finest  land  and  the  best 
salt  lick  in  the  territory. 

Mr.Nicnoi^oN,  (after  recapitulating  the  argu- 
ments previously  adduced:)  I  have  no  objection 
to  the  Ml  tlemeai  of  the  applicaou  in  one  body ; 
nor  can  I  see  any  probable  evil  retuliing  from  it. 
The  gentleman  from  MaE.<nc'huseils  has  informed 
n*  that  ihe  people  of  the  United  States  are  bad 
eaotigh,  and  that  the  dixtribntion  of  this  society 
over  the  whole  Stales  might  prove  advantageous 
(oiheUnioD}  iTDOiinonabodr,  they  moataettte 


on  land?!  for  sal'  in  diflereni  parts  of  Kentucky, 
I'ennessee,  Ohio,  A.C.  This  dlMrihuiion  would 
be  unfair,  an  Mas^achuseii*  has  not  buds  for  sale, 
except  perliapn  in  the  di^t^lct  of  Maine;  hence 
that  State  would  be  deprived  of  the  advaniage  it 
might  obtnin  by  an  improvement  of  iis  piety  and 
muraliiy  from  a  di-tribution  of  a  part  of  this  so- 
ckiy  among  the  citizens  of  that  State.  1  know 
not  why  ihe  sale  of  ibis  land,  according  to  the 
terms  of  the  bill,  should  be  considered  a*  not  con- 
ditcing  to  ibe  good  of  the  nation.  We  have  givea 
lands  for  collfgei  end  schooU.  and  for  the  sup* 
port  of  clergymen  ;  we  have  also  xold  lands,  the 
proceeds  of  which  were  to  be  expended  for  the 
improvement  of  roads — roads  by  which  the  pub- 
lie  at  large  would  be  beorfiited,  though  theeKizeoB 
of  Maine  or  Qeoigia  misbi  never  travel  tbem. 

The  bill  was  recommitted  to  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole— 68  to  53,  and  made  itte  order  of  the 
day  for  Monday  next. 

MOMUAy,  Febrtiary  17. 

The  Hou<e  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
tbe  Whole  on  the  bill  declaring  the  town  uf  Jeri-ey, 
in  the  State  of  New  Jemey,  lu  be  a  pori  of  deliv- 
ery ;  and  for  erecting  a  ligbi-house  on  Wood  IsU 
and,  or  FleU-ber's  Neck,  ■□  the  State  of  Massa- 
chusetts. Tbe  bill  was  reported  without  amend- 
ment, and  ordered  in  be  engrossed,  and  read  the 
third  lime  to-morrow. 

A  memorisl  of  the  Chamber  of  Commerce,  of 
the  town  of  New  Haven,  in  the  Stale  of  Connecli- 
cut  signed  by  Henry  Daggei,  their  President. waa 
iweseoled  to  the  House  and  read,  setting  forth 
their. surprise  and  solicitude  atthe embarrassment 
to  which  tbe  commerce  of  the  United  Stales  ia 
subjected,  by  Ihe  new  assumed  principles  and  doe* 
ttines  of  the  admiralty  courts  of  Great  Britain,  u 
well  as  Irom  tbe  depredaiiona  of  lawlew  frerlmot- 
ers.and  ihe  unwarrantable  impressment  of  uur»a- 
meo  ;  that,  impressed  with  the  necEssiiy  of  meas- 
ures for  defence,  which  shall  be  firm  but  temperate, 
and  bold.yvt  marked  with  a  spirit  uf  conciliation, 
they  are  ready  and  drsirouH  to  give  aid  and  sup- 
pott  to  every  measure  of  Government  calculated 
to  accomplish  this  imporiant  object. — Referred  to 
the  connidvratioo  of  a  Cummittee  of  the  Whole 
un  ihe  slate  of  the  Union. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  ihe  report  of  the  Commiiiee  of 
Claims,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of 
William  Breck,  junior.  Toe  Committee  ruae  and 
reported  a  resolution  thereupon  ;  which  was  twice 
read  and  asreed  to  by  the  House,  as  follows: 

Retolved,  That  provision  ought  to  be  made,  bf 
law,  for  the  (wymeoi  of  expenses  iucurrrd  in 
bringing  to  ihe  Uuiied  Stales,  by  order  of  the 
American  Consuls,  the  muiiueers  on  board  the 
bbipUlysaes;  and  lor  the  adjust  mem  of  the  claims 
made  by  individuals  who  may  have  performed 
that  servic. 

Ordered,  That  a  bill,  or  bills,  be  brought  in, 
puniuani  to  the  Mid  reaulniion;  and  that  theCom- 
loiiiee  of  Glaima  do  prepare  and  brini  in  ihe  lutmOk 

Tbe  House  ieM>lv«d  itk«lf  into  a  Commiilae  t>f 
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the  Whole  od  the  report  of  [he  Ci 
Commerce  aod  MaMifaciures,  lo  nkom  wki  re- 
feired  ilie  peiiiion  of  John  McFadoo  and  Prancix 
JuhoDDVt.  The  Conimiiiee  rose  and  reported  a 
lesolutiod  ihereuLOD  ;  wbi&h  wai  twice  read  aad 
agreed  to  by  ihe  Houxe,  as  follows: 

Reaolved,  That  the  prayer  of  tha  petitioners, 
ao  far  ai  relates  to  their  exemption  Irom  iinpriioD* 
meot  for  debw  dite  to  tbe  Uoited  State*)  ia  teatao' 
able  and  ought  to  be  graDted. 

Of^reii.  That  a  bill,  or  bills,  ba  brotigbtio, 
pureuant  to  the  «aid  resolution ;  and  that  Ike  Com- 
mittee of  Commerce  and  MaoiilMturea  do  pra- 
pare  aDd  bring  ia  the  same. 

Tbe  House  reaolved  itaalf  iato  a  Committee  ot 
ibe  Wbok  oa  tba  report  of  the  Comiaiitee  of 
Commerce  and  MaatmctDros.  to  wfaom  wa*  rt- 
feiredthe  petition  of  Jobn  McPadoa.  TheCam- 
mittee  ru«e  and  reported  a  netolutioa  thereupon; 
wbich  was  twice  lead,  aod  agiesdivby  tbeHotise, 
as  fulloWK: 

Jtetotved,  Tbal  the  penoo  of  John  McFadoa 
shall  be  exempt  from  aim-ton  account  of  any 
debt  owing  by  him  to  the  Utiiied  Statas,  for  the 
principal  and  interest  ef  custom-houn  bondK, 
signed  by  him  ansureiy  for  John  A.  Jolly,  deceased. 

Orilered,  That  a  bill,  or  hilli,  be  brought  in, 
pDrkuaDi  to  the  said  retoiuiion;  and  that  tbe  Com- 
mittee of  Cummeroe  aod  Maoulkctures  do  pre- 


Bouse  to  vbom  wa*  committed  the  report  of  ibe 
Committee  of  Commerce  and  Manufactures  on  a 
TebOluiion  of  the  tw en ty-a« Tenth  of  Dmember 
last,  ''to  i(H]Dire  ialo  tbe  preprieijr  of  erecting  tbe 
port  of  Newcastle,  in  the  District  of  Detaware, 
tnio  a  port  of  entry,"  be  dischai^d  from  the  far- 
ther considPtaiioD  of  the  said  report. 

Tbe  House  then  proceeded  lo  eoniider  the 
report  di  the  Clerk's  table,  and  the  rewlatioa  eon~ 
tafned  therein,  iu  the  werd*  follovring,  to  ~   *' 
"that  it  is  expedient  lo  erect  NewcBstte  in 
port  of  entry  "  being  twice  read,  was,  upon  the 


the  Whole  on  the  report  of  the  Committee  on  tbe 
Pohlie  Lands  to  whom  was  referred  the  peiiiion 
of  Oeorge  Aiih ;  aad  after  some  time  spent  therein, 
tbe  Committee  rose  and  obtained  lea r«  to  sit  again. 
FISHING  BOUNTY. 

Mr.  CaowNiNBHiELD,  from  the  Committee  ol 
Commerce  and  Manuraciures,  to  whom  was  re- 
ferred the  petition  of  John  £arle,jua.,  aod  Thomas 
M.  Hazard,  of  Newport,  in  the  State  of  Rhode 
Island,  made  tbe  following  report: 

The  petitioneis,  in  the  month  of  May,  ISQfi,  fitted 
ont  the  itoop  Abigsil.  of  the  harden  of  ihlrt;  tilaa,  for 
a  fisblnf  Toysse  in  the  (tiaits  o(  Belle  Isle,  and  asthey 
state,  thnnigh  i^oeaitee  of  law  in  this  psrtieiilBr,  the 
*«a*«l  sailed  nnder  a  coasting  Uoanca,  and  not  undara 
fishing  licence,  •*  i*  provided  fhr  by  the  •averal  acts  of 
CMtgcHM,  relative  to  Iha  roanliiig  bad*  and  Stbeiies. 

The  leaasl  was  setied  ^  (Ita  collector  of  Nptrport, 
on  btr  lalnm  to  Kbode  laland,  but  was  relaaaed  by  ibe 
«tiWafthelBaBMiaiT«ftba  Taaaauj.    Th«  caUector 


efttaei  lo  pay  the  boanly  allowed  to  fishing  naaela, 
illtging  that  the  ownira  negleeird  to  pioiids  tbeit 
easel  with  tbe  usual  docnmaDt  to  entitl*  them  to  the 
bsnefit  of  the  law. 

Tbe  CommiUee  are  astiafieil  thai  tbe  coltecic*  bat 

performed  bis  duty  in  the  psiticular  aUuiled  to>    TIm 

bounty  cannot  be  paid  to  vessels  sailing  with  coHiing 

pspets,  an^  more  tbao  it  eoald  be  to  Tetael*  clearinc 

~"*  for  faieign  voyages.     When  the  regulations  of  laiT 

calculated  br  the  security  of  Iha  revenuei  and  an 

not  found  1«  operate  injuriously  to  indiiidusls  in  geoer 

rsl,  diere  would  seem  lo  be  no  n^cwity  for  ao  sltva- 

lion  to  meet  svery  deviilion  (Vom  Ihe  ordinary  pradicv. 

If  the  petitioners  had  statMl  to  the  collector,  at  tha 

time  of  clearing  cat  their  vessel,  that  tbey  intended  to 

•mpboy  bar  npon  a  isbing  voyage,  be  coubt  not  bav* 

revised  to  grsnl  the  Isbing  licence;  and,  a*  theyomiu 

tad  to  d^  tUi,  it  wobU  appear  that  Ihe  rsUef  prayod 

r  from  Congress  ought  not  to  be  granted. 

The  Committee,  theiefnv,  recommant  that  Ihe  pali- 

litioDers  have  tkave  lo  withdraw  their  patflion. 

Tbe  report  was  agreed  to. 

impohtation  of  slaves. 

Mr.  D«TiD  R.  WiLLiaHS,  from  tbe  Commilt«« 
appointed,  on  ibe  srvenih  inntant,  "to  inquire 
whether  any,  and,  if  any,  what,  additional  pru*t- 
1  are  oececsary  to  prevent  the  imporiatioo  of 
blayea  into  the  Territories  of  tbe  Untied  Suiteib 
made  the  following  report: 

That  the  act  of  Congns**,  paased  lb«  7th  April,  17W, 
anthorizing  the  eatablistuaent  of  a  Oovemnant  in  llu 
Miasiaiippi  Territory,  permits  slavery  within  that  Terri- 
tory, by  excluding  the  Ust  siticls  of  the  ardlnance  of 


importation  of  alavei  &om  any  port  af  place  wilhont 
the  limits  of  the  United  Stateei  of  c<whc,  Ihe  right  t9 
import  alavei  Avm  any  place  within  Ae  limits  of  tha 
United  Sutes  is  not  rwtticied.  .      ) 

The  act  of  Sd  March,  IBOS,  further  pibviding  fi>T  the 
Oovemment  of  the  Territoiy  of  Orleani,  secnrea  to  ita 
inhabilanti  "  all  tbe  rights,  privileges,  and  adrantagea^ 
•eeaaed  by  ttu  ordinance  of  IStb  July,  1787,  and  now 
enjoyed  by  the  peapls  of  tha  MJasissJK'l  Terrilery.'* 
Tbe  imiHHtalion  of  slsvsa,  Inn  any  place  witUa  tha 
limits  of  Ihe  United  Staiea,  is  one  of  those  tights;  cob- 
sequfatly,  the  inhabitant*  of  the  TairilMy  of  Orleuia 
m^  eieicise  it  slao. 

The  tenth  section  ofths  act  of  36lh  March,  ^BOi, 
•'electing  Louisiana  into  two  Territonaa,  and  providing 
ft>r  the  temporary  govenuaenl  tb«eor,"  ptofaibils  tiH 
introduction  of  slaves  into  tbit  Territory,  froni  any 
place,  "eioept  by  a  citizen  ofths  United  States,  r^ 
moving  into  said  Territory,  for  actual  settlement,  and 
being  at  the  time  of  sudi  lemuvsJ  bona  fidt  owner  of 
such  slave  or  slaves."  This  tenth  section,  being  r»- 
pognmt  to  the  Erst  section  of  the  act  of  Sd  Marcl). 
1805,  wss  repealed  by  Ihe  last  section  of  (aid  act, 
which  dedares:  "that  so  modi  of  an  act.  entitled  "An 
eel  erecting  Looinana  into  two  Territoriea,  and  provi> 
ding  for  the  temporary  government  thereof,  as  is  repDg>- 
nant  with  this  act,  shsll,  from  and  after  Ibe  firat  Moo* 
day  of  November  neil,  be  repealed." 

The  commiiiee  ate  in  the  poaseasion  of  die  fhct,  that 
African  slaves,  lately  impoited  inm  ObailestOB,  have 
bean  thence  conveyeil  into  the  Territory  of  Oilaaoai 
aad,  in  tbeii  opinion,  this  pradtoe  will  ba  eantinoail  la 
a  laiy  great  Mteot  whila  IboM  is  no  law  M  |imv«M  it 
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Vpia  ttu*  "um  of  t^  nbiMt,  tha  aenminM  bali*«B' 
it  UexfMiliaDttoprobibit  anjulaTe  DTBUMs,ith«Ba; 
b«  btraaftcr  imponad  ima  ttw  Umiteil  Stataa,  from  b*^ 
iug  carrinl  into  sd;  at  Ui«  Temunea  tbenof;  tl^, 
therelbra,  icapectfuU;  reconineiul  the  bUmiac  mao- 

jRaoIvtd,  That  it  ahall  not  be  lanfiil  for  anr  penan 
OT  pcTaoDt  to  import  or  brios  into  anj  of  the  Tarrita- 
liaa  of  (he  Unitad  Btatea  any  (lavs  or  tlaiea  that  may 
luteafter  be  impoited  into  the  United  Stalea. 

Tlie  report  WB3  rererted  (o  ihe  Comipitiee  oT 
the  Whole  to-morrow. 

NICKI^IN  AND  OBIPriTRS. 

The  House  went  rnro  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  ihe  report  of  the  Comioitiee  of  Cnm- 
merCe  enil'MananctuTe*  on  the  petition  of  Nick' 
Kb  and  Oriffitbs.  The  report  naies  ihe  foliuwing 
eircOmsiance*.  Tlip  peiftroners  bought  from  Jo- 
seph Anihon/Bnd  Co.  a  vei^sel,  pi>sses.-<ed  of  an 
Americnn  register.  Some  lime  after  this  pur- 
chase, it  was  diiie1o!>ed  tbat  Joseph  Anihuny  and 

Co.  were  indetned  to Couloo,  a  foreigner,  for 

a  part  oflbia  sbip;  inconsequence  of  which  ihe 
colleeior  refused  eon^dering  her  an  Ameriean 
ship.  The  peiiiioners  pray  that  thin  res>el  msy 
receive  an  American  r^i^ter)  in  whieb  iheCoiB- 
niiree  of  Comneroe  and  MaBofactiirea  conew. 

UesBrs.  CaowtffNeBiBLD,  J.  Glat,  NloaoLaoEi. 
and  Ei.T,  supporced )  and  -Meaars.  Coim^n  and 
Uacok  af^aed  ifae  report ;  which  wta  agreed  to 
— yens  56,  nays  31. 

The  Cummitiee  rose  and  re^rted  their  agrM- 
Bent  to  ihe  re^t  of  ibe  Camraiiieeof  Commerce 
■bd  Manoracittres.  The  Home  imraedialely  took 
^  the  repori,  coDMirnd  tbetetn,  and  ordered  a 
kll  to  be  broashi  in. 

BQCIETY  OF  HARHONT. 

The  Honse  went  into  a  Commiltm  of  the 
Whole  on  the  bill  authorizing  George  Ran^  and 
his  asiociatea,  to  locate  a  lowtMhi])  of  land  la  In- 
diana Territory. 

Mr.CoKHiDipokeinrarorof  tlMbill.  Tomake 
the  bill  more  agreeable  to  gentlemen  who  were, 
oppoaed  to  it,  he  moved  an  amendmeDt,  patiioK 
tfaeSrat  time  of  payment  to  Jbnr  years  inetead  of 
Ini.— Carried. 

Mr.L&in  moved  ua  amendnrflil,  obligating  Mr. 
"Kapp  to  make  ihe  bcalion  of  land  b^or*  l&  Ist 
of  January  neit. — Carried. 

Mr.CLASK.— lam  opposed  to  thebilI,batMnce 
jt^nilemc'ii  In  faVor  of  it  form  a  majority,  I  wiifa 
to  nidke  a  further  amendment,  striking  out  ihai 

C.fi  which  obliges  Qeorge  Happ  and  bis  aiaoci- 
niOplSDt  the  vine. 

Blr.  CoNBAD.— ^This  bill  is  a  contract.  I  wish 
the  einerimeDi  Of  making  vinea  tried. 

Mr.  FiBDLET.— 1  nm  opposed  to  the  amend- 
nent. 

Mr.  Clark.— The  obtigaiion  \s  a  hardship  on 
their  pan.  1  shall  not  vote  for  ibebiti,  butwiJi 
the  amendment  I  should  like  it  better. 

Mr.  Eljieb. — In  favor  of  the  ameutaeDt,  t  do 
But  desire  to  comp<'l  ihem  to  enliinteihe  yine, 
mInk  they  Snd  ii  profitatile  and  chAose  lo  do  it. 

Hr,  LtoH.— I  BtDfteaiBd  with  tin  biUuitia. 


I  bare  no  notion  of  aeenihntodaiiDg  any  gentle- 
man who  declares  that  even  with  his  amendment, 
he  will  not  vole  for  the  bill,  especially  when  I 
can  see  no  goad  reaaoa  for  it. 

Me.  HoLLAHn. — It  is  no  objection  in  any  mind 
that  these  people  speak  a  diBereni  language.  The 
settlement  of  the  Moravians  in  North  Carolina 
has  been  of  no  diiservice,  but  of  much  benefit.  I 
irui.(  the  case  will  he  aimjlarhere. 

Mr.  CnowntMs>iiEi.D  moved  to  insert  BD  amend- 
ment, obliging  Rapp  and  his  associates  to  pay  in- 
terest, afler  the  four  years,  till  the  whole  aum 
should  be  paid. 

Mr.  Sloan.— The  gentleman  from  Maasaoha- 
setts  has  made  a  calculation  of  the  amount  of  in- 
tereHt.  Men  in  bis  line  of  business  are  generally 
ready  reckoners,  espectaTly  when  [o  their  advaat- 
Bffe;  but  the  land  will  yield  no  interest  if  not 
s^d,  as  probably  it  will  nol  be,  for  ten  yt-ars, 
should  this  bill  not  pass. 

Mr.  NicBOLaoH.— They  cannot  lake  lands  on 
navigable  waters;  they  must  lake  poor  and  good 
lands  H9  every  such  section  is  compuied  of.  TheiT 
location  must  be  in  one  place  ;  they  caoaot.  like 
other  purchasers,  pick  good  spots  here  and  there. 
The  sale  is  to  our  advantage.  Either  give  ihem 
not  the  credit,  or  do  nol  otilige  ihem  lo.give  in- 
Tbe  credit  will  be  of  no  service  to  them 


.  LvoN. — The  amendment  of  the  gentleman 
speaks  of  interest  en  the  last  payments;  I  know 
not,  among  six  or  seven  paymeniN,  which  can  be 
called  thelast.  The  sale  will  be  a  good  bargain 
on  our  part.  I  am  against  the  inseriioo  of  inierest. 

Mr.  Crowhinsrield. — The  gentleman  from 
Eeniocky  is  perfectly  right;  the  ''last  paymeDta" 
can  mean  onlv  ibe  two  last  payments.  I  wish  b 
further  amenameDi,  by  layiog  ^  the  latt  six  pay- 
meots." 

Mr.  Tacrson.— Wonld  you  give  ibis  indulgence 
to  several  hundred  of  your  own  native  cilizensl 
No,  sir.  Why,  then,  to  these  aliens?  [Mr.  J. 
went  largely  into  ibe  arguments  previously  used.J 

Mr.  LvoH. — Wit)  any  gentleman  show  where 
any  townships  of  S3,DO0  acres  together  have  bees 
sofd  for  46.000  dollars  7 

Mr.  Sloah  apoke  some  time  in  favor  of  the 
biU. 

Mr.  FiitDUET  also. 

Mr.  Masterb. — Some  gentlemen  ihinkOeorge 
Rapp  will  make  a  rap,  and  some  think  Qeor^ 
Rajtp  will  not  nat:e  a  rap;  I  with  the  insertion 
of  inlernt,  and  Qeorge  Rspp  tnnr  do  as  he 
pleaxes. 

The  tinestion  on  interest  wu  taken  and  lott— 
For  It  43.  against  it  46. 

Mr.  BiBWBLi..— This  is  a  deviation  from  our 
Dsual  rule  in  the  sale  of  lands  and  the  fluctuation 
in  tbe  sales  will-  lesaen  the  value  of  our  land. 

Mk  JAOKsoit  tcoved  to  insert  "  farther,"  so  aa 
to  re«d  'for  ibeftirther  inirodneilnnof  the  vine;" 
because  vines  are  already  introduced.  Five  mem- 
bev't  fot  it. 

The  Committee  of  the  Whole  rose,  and  the 

menta  wer*  propoaed  a 
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Tdebdat,  Febrdabt  18. 

Mr.  Tehney,  Troui  th«  Comniiiiee  of  Revisal 
■  nd  UnOnHlied  Bui^inrHs,  maile  n  funher  report ; 
which  was  read  and  ordered  lo  lie  on  ihe  (able. 

Mr.  Tbnnet,  frum  the  saaie  commiitee,  pre- 
aeut^d  a  bill  tu  conliuue  in  force  an  act,  enliiled 
"Ad  act  lo  authorize  tlie  Secretary  of  War  lo  Ls^uv 
land  w»^r>Dt!>,atidfor  alhef  purposes ;"  which  wan 
read  iwico  and  cntnniitied  to  a  Cumaiittee  of  ibe 
Wlioleon  Friday  neiL 

Mr  Chowninsbield,  from  the  Coionilitee  of 
ComnifrCe  and  Manufactureji,  presrQtcd  a  bill  for 
Ibe  relief  of  John  McFadonand  Francis  Johonnol; 
whicb  wax  read  twice  and  committed  to  a  Cdid- 
tniiire  of  the  Whule  to-morrow. 

Mr.  CROWNinaBiEi.i>  from  ihe  tarAe  commit 
le«,  preseiili-d  a  bill  to  chanfte  the  name  of  the 
Diriiricluf  Niinjpmoy  to  tliai  of  St.  Mary's;  which 
was  read  twice  and  cummiited  to  a  C^niBtiUee  uf 
Ibe  Whole  lo  morrow. 

Mr.  Cbowninbbield,  from  thesame  commiiiee. 
presenled  a  bill  for  the  reli<-f  of  Philip  Nicklin 
BDd  Robert  Brisle>6eld  Onffi'b  ;  which  wa»  read 
twice  and  committed  to  a  Cuumiilee  of  the 
Whole  to-morrow. 

An  engrossed  bill  declaring  ibe  lawn  of  Jexsey, 
in  Ihe  Siaie  of  New  Jeraey,  to  be  a  por't  oif  df  liv- 
ery, and  fur  efeclins  n  lighi-hou»e  on  Wood 
hlaod,  or  Fletcher's  Neck,  lu  the  Stale  of  Massa- 
chusettH,  wad  read  the  third  lime:  Whereupun,  a 
tnoiioQ  ws'  mxde,  and  the  quesliuD  bein;  put, 
that  the  -aid  bill  be  recommitted  to  a  Commiiiee 
of  the  Wttjle  immediately,  it  wa«  resolved  in  ibe 
afGrmaiive. 

The  Htfuw,  accord  in  gly,  retolred  itself  ibto  the 
aaid  Cummiiiee;  bod,  after  some  time  xpent 
therein,  the  bill  was  reported  with  an  amend- 
ineDi;  which  wax  twice  lead,  and  agreed  to  by 
tbe  H.X1M. 

Ordtrtd.  That  the  said  amendment  beensro's- 
ed,  and,  together  with  tbe  bill,  read  the  third  lime 
10-day.  The  said  eoeroased  bill,  together  with 
Ihe  amendment,  wu  thea  read  the  third  lime,  and 
I>a->m^. 

The  following  M^uage  was  received  from  the 
Pbebioeut  or  tbe  United  Stiteb  : 
To  the  Hmtn  of  Rtpratataiiva  of  Ihe  Uniitd  Stale* ' 

I  now  cammanicila  to  tha  Honsa  of  RepMaentatirai 
the  iDroimitioD  desired  bj  their  resolutiona  of  January 
twanty .fourth,  reladva  to  tba  (iirtiG catkin*  eraeted  at 
tha  aavrral  porta  and  hubon  of  Iha  Uoitad  Stalaa  and 
theii  Tarritoriea,  and  to  tbe  N>*j  and  NaTy  Yaida  ef 
the  United  BMtas. 

Paa.  18,  18M,  TH.  JErFERSON. 

The  said  MeaMge  wai  read,  and,  together  with 
the  docum>>nt*  ao«om(nnv>ns  the  -same,  referred 
lo  ihe  consideration  of  aCttmmiiteeof  tbe  Wbole 
on  Ihe  aiaie  of  the  Uoion. 

A  mestaae  frorn  the  Senate  informed  the 
Hiia-«  that  the  Senate  have  panned  the  bill,  enti- 
tled "All  act  in  rzienJ  jcriadicliun,  lo  certain 
oanea,  to  Siaie  jud^e*  aad^SuiIe  cuurla,"  wilk  an 


amendment;  In  which  they  deeire  tbe  ctmcur- 
rence  of  tbii-  House.  The  Senate  have  alao  pasa- 
ed  a  bill,  entitled  "An  nCI  relating  to  ihe  )«lariei 
of  Ihe  judges  of  New  Orleans!"  ">  *bich  they 
dcMre  ihetroneurrenceof  thi»  House. 

The  HousereswUed  itself  into  a  Commiitee  of 
the  Whole,  on  the  Me^sage  of  the  Presidenluf  the 
United  States,  of  the  GFth  of  February,  oue 
ihouseDd  eight  hundred  and  five,  re-^pectinf^  the 
case  of  the  briganline  Henrick,  and  a  report  of 
the  Commiitee  of  Claims  made  ibereon ;  and 
after  eorae  lime  Kpent  therein,  ihe  Commiitee 
rose,  and  reported  a  TmoUiiioD  tbereapon  ;  whicb 
was  twice  r«ad,  and  agreed  (o  by  the  House,  aa 
follows : 

Rtnbftd,  That  tha  aum  of dollars  oivht  to  be 

appropiialed,  out  of  any  moneys  in  the  Tnaauiy.aoC 
olberwiae  appropriated,  to  enable  the  PrcsideDl  of  tha 
United  State*  to  make  auch  realitutlon  a*  shall  appear 
to  Lfe  Jusland  equilatile,  to  tbe  oimerB  of  the  Daotah 
briganline  called  Ihe  Heniick,  and  her  car^,  which 
wera  recaplUTod  hy  an  American  armed  vnael,  in  the 
year  one  thousand  Beven  hundred  and  nJnety-nirke,and 
■old  by  order  of  the  Vice  Admiralty  Court,  in  tha  Bnt- 
lah  iaiand  of  St.  Chnstopher:  PrOTided,  the  Oovem- 
ment  of  Denmark  ihall  raake  rampenaatiDii  tor  the 
•einire  af  certain  prieaa,  captured  by  the  armed  leaaela 
of  tba  United  Blatea,  during  Ihe  lata  Revolutionar? 
war  with  Qreat  Urltain,  and  eairied  into  the  port  of 
Bergen,  in  the  year  one  Ihoniand  ae(en  hundred  and 
•efenty-nine ;  and  which,  by  order  of  tha  Uaniah  Gov- 
ernment, were,  without  a  judicial  trial.  leatored  to  ilieii 
original  proprialon. 

Ordered.  That  a  bill,  or  bills,  be  brougfii  iti^ar- 
nnani  to  the  Mid  reeoluiioa  ;  and  that  ihe  Com- 
mitiee  of  Claima  do  prepare  aod  bring  in  Ui« 
iiame. 

eOCIBTr  OP  HARMONT. 

The  House  resumed  ihe  consideration  of  ihe 
hill  sent  from  the  Senate,  entitled  ''An  set  to  em- 
power George  Rapp  and  his  aa^oriates,  of  the  So- 
ciety of  Harmony,  to  purchase  certain  lar^ds  ;" 
and  a  motion  being^  made  further  to  amend  the 
tinid  bill  by  inserting,  at  the  end  thereof,  tbe 
words  following: 

"  And  intareat,  at  the  rata  of  aix  per  cenU  per  an- 
nam.  commencing  fronf  tha  end  of  the  four  yeaia 
albreaaid,  shall  be  charged  on  the  whole  of  the  aii  laat 
payments,  nntJ  the  same  shall  be  recaiTed  into  the 
public  Treasury." 

The  queaiion  was  taken  that  the  House  do 
agree  to  the  said  amendmenc,  and  resolved  in  the 
affirmative— yeas  62,  nay.<  41,  as  roltowa : 

Till — Barwell  Basaatt,  Oeorga  M.  BadiogeT,  Bai- 
nabaa  Bidwetl,  Pbaoual  Bishop,  William  Blackledge, 
i«bn  Blake,  junior,  Thomu  Blount,  William  BuUar, 
Jobn  Cami^ll,  Levi  Cwey,  John  Chandler,  Joha 
Claiborne,  Cbrialopher  Clark.  Matthew  Clay,  Orchard 
Cook,  Jacob  Crownioahield,  Rirbaid  Cutta.  John 
Dawson,  Bliai  Garle,  Caleb  Ellis,  Bbeneur  Elmer, 
William  Ely,  John  W.  Eppea,  Jamca  Plak,  Jamea  M. 
Osinett,  PeioTBon  Ooodwyn.  David  Holmee,  John  G. 
JadiBon,  Walter  Junes,  Themaa  Kenan,  Patrick  Ma- 
gmdev.  Robert  Marlon,  Joaiah  Maslera,  David  Meii< 
wether,  John  Morrow,  Tliomaa  Newton,  Jon^  Oidaoa 
OUn,  Tiamhr  Htkin,  jaa,  Jaaiah  Qnta^,  John  Bhaa 
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Of  Tennmea,  Jtrob  fiiekaT4la,  Thomu  8am^lon^ 
Thomu  Suidronl,  Ebcnrur  BeaTFr,  John  C.  Smrth, 
John  Smrlh,  Henry  Southird,  Rirhsrd  Stanrord,  Wil- 
liam Stedman.  Lewia  B.  StutgM,  Bcnjtmin  TallOiadge, 
Samaet  Tenitej.  David  Thomai.  Philip  Vnn  Cortkndt, 
JoMph  fi.  Tarnum,  Pah«  Widaworth,  Ma»h«V  Wal- 
ton. Eliphaiet  Wiek««,  DiTid  R.  WilliaBM,  Marnaduka 
Williama,  Nathan  Wllliains,  and  Aleiandn  Wtlaon. 

HiTi— Willi*  Alalon,  ninioT,  Datjd  Bard,  Silas  Bsl' 
ton.  Jamea  M.  Broom,  Robert  Brown,  Joseph  V]»j, 
Gtiorgti  Clinton,  jnniot,  Fredsrick  Conrad,  8»inu«l  W. 
Dana,  Em  Darby,  John  Dargn port,  junior,  William 
DiektoB,  Jamea  Elliot,  William  Pindlcy,  Slhia  HaLtoT, 
S«th  Haalinga,  Wiltiam  Helm*,  iamM  Holland,  Da'id 
Hougb,  Michael  I>eib,  Duncan  MacFarland,  Nicbola* 
S.  Monre,  Tbonaa  Moore,  Jeremiah  Morrow,  Gurdon 
8.  Mnmford,  Joseph  H.  Nicboleon,  John  Pugh,  John 
R«a  of  PennsjlTania,  John  Rnaiell,  Peter  Sailly,  Mar- 
tin Q.  Hrhunsman,  Janie*  Sloan,  John  Smilie,  Samud 
Smith,  T^omai  Spalding,  Joseph  Stinlon,  Samuel 
TafCRart.  Thomas  W.  Thompson,  Uri  Tracy,  Killian 
K.  Van  Rensselaer, l}snie1G.Verplanck,JDhnWhU»- 
hill,  and  Robert  Whitehilt. 

Ordered.  Tiiatihe  oaid  innrnd  men  Is.  together 
with  ihF  hill,  br  mi  the  (bird  lime  to-dnf. 

The  said  bill,  tu^Plher  with  ihe  ■mandmentit 
ihrrelo,  was  rrad  the  third  lime  g  and.  on  the  ques- 
tion that  the  bill,  ss  amendfd,  do  pas«,  it  paised 
in  the  nemive — yeas  46.  nays  46. 

Mr.  SpcasEn  rfeclariDg  bimself  with  the  nays. 
And  so  ihi>  said  bill  was  rpjected. 

Tbiwe  who  voted  in  the  affirmatire,  are — 

I>B*id  Bard,  Frederick  Conrad,  Iieonard  Cofington, 
Eira  Darby,  John  Darenpott,  juniui,  James  Elliot, 
WUIUm  Pindley,  Jam«  Fwk.  Isaiah  I-.  Green,  Silas 
Hslsey,  William  Helms,  James  Holland.  Micharl  Leib, 
Duncan  MacFartaod,  Patrick'  Magnader,  Joiiah  Mas- 
ten.  William  MeCraeiy,  Nicholas  R.  Mooie,  Thomas 
Moore,  Jeremiah  Marrow,  Gurdon 8.  Mumfanl,  Joseph 
H.  Nicholson,  John  Fu«h,  Thomas  M.  Randolph.  John 
Sea  of  PeonaylTUiia,  John  Ruaaell,  Peter  Sailly,  Thoa. 
Sammona,  Martin  G.  Schuneman,  James  Sloan,  John 
Smilie.  Samuel  Smith,  Hear;  Southard,  Thomas 
SpaldiniT.  Joneph  Stanton,  Ds'id  Thorns*,  Uri  Tracy, 
Pbilip  Vari  Cortlandt,  Joseph  B.  Varnum,  Daniel  C. 
Ter^nck,  John  Whitahill,  Robert  Whitehil],  Elipha- 
iet Wkkes,  Marmaduke  Williams,  Nathan  WtlUams, 
and  Thomas  Wynns. 

Those  who  f  oted  in  the  negative,  are — 

Willis  Aliton,  jun„  Joseph  Barker,  George  M.  Bed-. 
inger,  John  Blake,  jun.,  Thorns*  Blount,  William  But- 
ler, John  Campbell,  Levi  Caasy,  John  Chandler  Mar^ 
tin  Chittenden,  John  Claiborne,  Christopher  Claik, 
Mstdtew  Clay,  Jacob  Urowninshldd,  KrhaTd  Catts, 
John  Dswaon,  Bliss  Barie,  Caleb  Ellk,  Ebenraer  El- 
mn,  William  Ely,  John  W.  Bppes,  Peterson  Oood- 
wyn,  Dand  Holmes,  John  O.  Jackson,  Walter  Janoa, 
Theoiss  Kenan,  Robert  Marion,  David  Mcriwethsr, 
Thema*  Newtoa,  Jan.,  Oideon  Olln,  Timothy  Pitkin, 

En.,  Jonah  Qnincy,  John  Shea  of  TsMieMM,  Jacob 
lehaidi,  Thomas  SaiuHard,  John  CettM  Snilh,  Joha 
Smith,  Richard  SUnfbrd,  WUIiani  Stadnao.  Lewis  Q. 
Siunps,  Benjamin  TsUmadge.  Samnct  Tenncy.  Paleg 
Wadsworth,  Matthew  Walton,  Da*id  R.  -Wiltiam*, 
and  Richard  Witin. 

CHURCH  IN  OEOHpBTOWH. 
.Mr.  FiitDLBT  eaUed  ap  the  bill  for  ineoriMn- 
(U|  tke  PntbfUriu  Societf  in  Georgatown. . 


The  bill  wan  long,  and  was  read  hy  sHciions.  One 
seciioD  authorized  a  luliery   for    finishing  the 

Sou  wuulJ  not  cunrert  your  church  into  a  gam- 
lin;  house.  I  nerer  cunsiJeredtliat  religion  uf 
the  beat  kind  which  wax  HUpported  by  lolieries. 

Mr.  Slo*n. — 1  am  for  kKiking  6ui.  I  never 
will  consent  to  an  act  authorizing  public  gam- 
bline. 

Mr.  Clase. — CnrporBlioDs  of  all  kinds,  bat 
more  particularly  ecclet.iH8iical  corporations,  are 
object  of  my  piiriiculat  haired.  Rtli^ioo  1  do 
not  consider  of  this  world.  I  am  no  enemy  to  it, 
however;  I  adore  ii.  To  iry  tiie  prmciple  of  (he 
bill,  1  move  to  strike  out  the  fir^l  seelion. 

Mr.  SouTBARn. — I  can  see  no  possible  objec- 
tion to  an  act  of  inrorpuraiioQ  in  this  as  well  as 
other  cases.  There  are  many  edvaniag  *  a  soci- 
ety of  thi"  netore  cinnui  enjoy  withutil  iDcorpo- 
ratioB,  Donations  from  the  wealthy,  who  oflea 
beoueatli  rumH  for  the  benefit  of  religion,  cannot 
be  neld  without  sneh  incorpuration. 

Mr.  8lo*s.~ We  have  no  act*  of  incorpora- 
[ion  in  the  society  in  which  I  was  brought  up,  ' 
(the  duakers;)  yet  we  find  no  difficulty  in  the 
management  of  our  aflairr— no  difficulty  in  re- 
ceiving gifts.  I  abhor  all  ecclesiasiical  corpora- 
lions.  Cuogre»s  never  bus,  and  I  hope  ntver  will, 
slain  itH  p«gea  with  an  art  uf  this  hort. 

Mr.  SNiLie. — I  hope  the  gentleman  from  New 
Jersey  will  uutfritthiea  himaelf  with  the  echo  of 
his  own  wordii.  No  evil  ran  result  fromthisact. 
The  opinion  of  the  duakera  is,  that  no  money 
ought  to  assist  them  in  their  pai^sagt  lu  heaven ; 
others  believe  that  moaev  is  em;  liiyed  to  the  beat 
advantage  in  this  way;  nence  theQuakt^rsnevet 
pay  thou;  who  preach  I'or  them,  while  almost  alt 
other  Qlassea  of  Cliri:<tiaus  do.  The  gentleman 
from  New  Jerney  surely  does  not  wish  to  forbid  ■ 
olergyolan's  paymenL  I  hope  that  citizens  of 
different  persunsions  may  all  have  a  full  enjoy- 
meot  of  their  modes  of  religious  worship. 

Mr.  Elneh.— There  never  was  a  naiioa  with- 
oat  religious  eMablisbmenti.  All  sects,  except 
the  Quakers,  pay  their  preachers,  and  if  the 
preachers  among  the  Quatfers  have  not  a  direct 
salarv,  they  find  means  to  obtaio  sumeihlng  of 
that  kifld  indirectly,  thouiih  not  from  direct  funds. 
Considered  In  a  moral,  politicsl,  and  religious 
vietv.  these  acts  of  Ineorporstion  are  highly  ne> 
ee^Eary  and  proper' for  the  well  being  of  society. 

Mr.  Clabe.— This  is  the  Sr^I  request  that  baa 
been  made  to  Coni;reas  for  a  religious  incorpora- 
tion ;  if  we  check  it  now.  we  may  check  what 
muy  hereafter  prove  an  immense  evil.  It  it  from 
small  hegioniniis  thai  great  dtBasleri  usually  rUe. 
Should  this  bill  pass,  I  forei>ee  whtit  may  perhaps 
in  lime  come  to  la-ts.  I  can  fui««re  the  practice 
or  piou^i  trsuds.  The  prie«(s  d reused  in  their  ea* 
nunicals,  atiendlag  the  rich  man  on  his  dying 
bed,  and  nrging  the  repenting  ninner  to  part  wiiQ 
a  portioD  of  his  wealth  for  the  goiid  of  the  church, 
and  fur  .the  obitinnieDt  of  a  ceriain  imcspori  to 
heaven. 

Mr.  PiMDUir.— TluabaiineeomBiodnMnCofe- 
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greM  only  can  graai,  and  which  is  CDJufed  \a  all 
the  States. 

Mr.  NioaoLBOK.— I  never  knew  aa  application 
of  this  kind  lo  be  refused  io  the  State,  a  part  o( 
vhlcii  [  have  the  bonor  to  represeDl.  Id  tne  Le- 
gisJatnre  of  thtu  Siaie,  half  a  dozen  applicaiioos 
of  thia  aorl  would  have  been  ^lanled  la  the  time 
we  lia*«  already  spent  in  ibis  unnecessary  and 
ahamerul  dehaie.  Why  should  we  refuse?  If  a 
•ocieiy  of  Hindooa  in  the  DiKlrict  should  make 
laeh  an  application.  1  ebvuld  not  ihiuk  of  refu- 
sing then). .  if  the  dying  rich  man  believes  the 
besiawment  of  a  pan  of  his  wealth  for  the  bene- 
fit of  leiigioQ  will  be  a  deed  rendering  hio)  more 
acceptable  lo  heaven,  shall  be  be  deprived  of  this 
light  (o  gire,  because  anorber  thinks  uiherwiae  1 

Mr,  Rbea, of  Tennewee.  moved  topompoDe  the 
COBHijerftiioD  of  the  bill  till  the  lat  of  May. 

Mr.  Smiug  spoke  against  postpoosment. 

Mr.  ^iNcv.— 1  bad  not  iateoded  n  ofieo  my 
'DMnith  on  a  subject  that  appenred  to  me  to  plain  ; 
where  our  duly  was  to  apparent ;  b«(  tiie  debate 
kas  taken  io  strange  a  turo  that  i  must  make  a 
few  remarks.  Thia  is  a  mere  civil  affnir— reli- 
gion has  -nolhii^  to  ilo  wilh  it,  so  far  as  we  are 
eonceroed  in  granting  or  refBeinK'heapplicaiion. 
I  never  knew  aa  applimioa  uf  this  kind  to  be 
refu^ — jt  is  an  applicaiion  for  the  grmai  of  cer- 
tain powers  to  a  tferiain  number  of  peraooi ;  it  is 
like  *o  application  for  ihe  incerporaiiun  of  a 
bank,  or  anything  similsr.  Coagrets  have  only 
to  inquire  whether  or  not  the  enda  we  proper; 
whether  tile  powera  asked  are.  orare  b«1  ltkel)r  to 
be,  injurruw.  The  gentleman  from  Virginia  f  Mr. 
ClabkI  aays,  (hat  inoorporaiioat  of  *)!  kinds, 
.pantoiriarly  eMkuiaRiical,  are  ofajrcia  of  hia  great 
abbtvrencc.  The  objests  of  kis  abborrenoe  mmi 
the*  be  very  numareu*,  for  they  almoxt  evcry- 
wbne  abonnd.  In  MaMaebasetti  notbiog  can 
be  more  common^    Tha  iooorpantion  of  a  rdi- 

Sioas  sMMty  is  not  for  tbe  m««  purpowof  ena- 
Itng  svsb  a  *oei«if  to  reMiv*  the  gift*  tbat  may 
W  toqueuhed  tbem ;  tbe  iocorponlion  is  for  «be 
pofposeof  •naUing.a  society,  ot  number  of  pcr- 
•ODS,  lo  tfanMst  their,bi)*iaes*,  lo  hold  progeny, 
losaeiQil  be  sued,  Ac  Property  ihey  must  bold, 
and,  if  not  held  at  a  eoFporaie  body,  they  niBKt 
bold  it  aa  Joint  tenants— lenanU  in «wiiiBOn—«r' 
tb<T  mast  have  truswes  lo  bold  it  lor  them,  or  a 
jmn  mvEthoJdaeiTinioeafof  th^reatj  and  hence 
ariae  ianamerable  diffiaulties,  Ittigattans,  and  dia- 
agraemeoia— diffiavliiea  tbat  will  not  arisa  in  cor- 
poraie  bodies.  You  have  only  to  lakecye,  when 
•D  actof  incorporation  isgmoied,  tbat  no  powen 
he  graoied  thai  may  have  an  injuriotts  effect. 

Mr.  SoDiiiAaD.— The  incorporation  of  almost 
alt  societies  is  for  ibe  advantage  of  ihe  public ; 
the  incorporaiioQ  of  religious  bodies  ban  ever 
b*«n  benelcial  lo  morals  and  to  sooieiy  at  large. 
It  enable*  ibera  lo  give  and  lo  rereive  jusiice;  lo 
•D«  and  lo  be  sued.  Tbe  benefits  of  incurpora- 
lioo  are  innumerable;  what  were  society  without 
tbero?  wbai  are  we  but  a  ourporaiebodyl 

The  bill  passed  to  a  third  reading  bj  « large 
Btjantf. 


WEDitE«DAT,  February  19. 

A  Uei<!>age  was  received  from  the  Trcsident  of 
the  United  States  commuoicaiiag  inforiaatiaB 
from  Cnptaio  Meriwelber  Lewis,  of  the  first  tegi- 
ajeat  of  lafantrv,  w-bo  wasapfototed,  wiib  a  party 
of  mea,  lo  <as\Aon  tbe  river  Miwouri  from  its 
inoNib  10  its  auarce.  Tbe  Ueeeage  was  read. and, 
iQCether  .wi^.lhe  doeuiiHat*  traAsmitted  inre- 
witb,  ordeitod  lo  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  John  C.  Bdirti,  from  the  Committee  of ' 
Ctainis.  pre^wnted  a  bJH  ^nabhug  tb«  Presideot  of 
the  Uoiie^  States  [o  make  resittation  totheOoT- 
ernment  of  Denmark  for  the  capture  and  con  den- 
nation  of  the  Danish  brigantlne  called  tbe  Hen- 
rick;  which  was  read  twice,  and  committed  lo  a 
Committee  of  the  Whlile  to-morrow, 

Mr.  Obeoq,  from  ihe  Commiitee  on  tbe  PabTie 
Ijands,  who  were  directed  by  a  resolution  of  ika 
Huuse,  of  tbe  twentieth  ultimo,  "  to  ioquife  into 
ihe  espedieocy  of  providing,  by  law,  for  the  ad- 
judicBiioQ  of  claims  set  op  by  persoos  in  virtae 
of  pnmbases,  or  liaaBfera  from  puKbaatre  of 
-lands  ef  ibe  United  Siateia,  previous  to  the  ema- 
naiioo  of  grants  kutder  their  auiUority,"  made  a 
report  tbcfeon;  which  was  read,  aqd  refeeied  to 
a   Commiitee  of  the  whole  House  on  Mondaf 

Mr.  BoYU,  from  tbe  eooamittee  to  whom  vat 
referred, on  the  tbirleenih  ifutant,  the  amandnaeMs 
proposed  by  the  Senate  to  tbe  bill,  eoliiled  *-Ad 
aci  for  alierinff  the  time  for  holding  ike  Cimuit 
Court  in  lite  district  of  Jtonh  Carolioa,"  made  a 
report  ibereon  ;  which  mis  lead,  and  ordered  to 
lie  en  the  ubU. 

The  House  prooeeded  tocevsider  Ite  amend- 
ment proposed  by  the  Senate  lo  the  bfll,  eniitlel 
"An -act  toertend  jurtsdicfin)  in  certain  eases  to 
Bialejudgeawnd  Biatecouris;"  Wherenpoe,  the 
said  amendment,  together  With  the  biU,  were  re- 
ferred toMr.  Baillt.  Mr.  PiTKiK,.Mr.  Biito,Ui. 
Moaaow,  and  Mr.  Fowleb. 
On  motion,  it  was 

Jie»oimed,  That  i  oemmillee  be  appoiDted  la 
coosidtri  the  ptoprieiy  of  ameoding  (he  fourth 
section  of  the  act,  entitled  "An  act  coQcerniag 
the  Library  for  tbe  Dae  of  both  Houses  of  Con- 


grass,",  so  as  to  extend  thtf  privilege  of  ■akina' 
books  out  of  Ihe  Library,  to  Ibe  SecFetarr  M 
SiMe,  the  Secretary  of  .IM  Treasury,  the  Sec 
relary  of  War,  the  Seereiary  of  tbe  Navy,  and 
ihe  Attorney  Gencnl  of  Ihe  United  3iate» ;  mai 
tbat  the  Commiitee  have  leave  to' report  by  Ull, 
or  mherwiae. 

Ordtred,  Tbat  Mesum,  Joaara  Ccat,  Nicbol- 
SON,  aad  Joan   C.  Bjuth,  be  appaioted  a  ooro- 


rdeiing  10  the  salaries  of  ihe  judges  ef  New  Or- 
lesni,"  was  read  twice,  and  committed  lo  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  lo-morrow. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
tbe  Whole,  on  ihe  report  of  the  Commiiiee  of 
Commerce  and  M  ami  feci  ores,  to  whom  was  re- 
fened,oo  tbee^Kbih  alitmo,  (be  petition  of  Fran- 
',    Tke  Coaeuitae  loe^  and  ■ 
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JbumaiB  <^  On  <Xd  Congnit, 


againai  ib«  prayir  of  the  petitioDcr;  which  wu 
agreed  to  by  ibe  Hoaie. 

The  House  lock  into  cODBideration  the  anieDded 
bill  for  laying  m  dnty  ofien  dollanon  every  slave 
imported  inio  [ha  Onited  Stales. 

VorwDt  amendaienls  were  made,  when  the  bill 
WM  ordered  (o  a  third  leadiog  oa  Mooday. 

[As  tha  bill  now  ttandK  it  providet,  in  c 
nuDwliiig  Blavea  into  the  United  BtBtes,  that  the 
venerin  wbieh  ib«y  are  brought  riiBll  be  forfeited. 
It  is  ailest  with  re^rd  to  Ihe  forieimre  or  libera- 
tioB  of  ibe-ilaree.) 

CHURCH  IN  GEORGETOWN. 

The  bill  lo  iDcorporate  the  Truuee*  of  a  Pi 

bylerian  Church  in  Oeorgelown  was  read  9  third 

Mr.  Ku)tK  supported,  and  MeMTs.  Jackson, 
Slojik,  Holland,  aod  Rbe±,  opposed  the  bill. 

The  quesiioa  was  taken  by  yeas  and  nays,  and 
the  bill  passed — yeas  72,  nays  40,  as  follows: 

Till — David  Bard,  Joseph  BMfcer,  BUta  Betton, 
Bemabu  Bidwell,  WitHam  BlacUedge,  John  Blaiie, 
JDo^JagMs  M.  BrooiB,  Robert  Browo,  John  Ctmpbclt, 
John  l^wndlai^  Mania  Chitlenden,  Joaaph  Clay,  Pnd- 
•rkk  Conrad,  Leonard  Covington,  Riobard  Catti,  San- 
mI  W.  Dana,  Ess  Darb^,  John  DaTenport,  junior, 
Jamei  BUiot,  CaMi  EUia,  Ebeneur  Elmer,  William 
Ely,  William  Findtey,  James  Fisk,  Andietr  Oni^, 
baiah  L.  Green,  John  Hamilton,  Seth  Hastings,  Wil- 
liam Helms,  David  Holmes,  David  Hough,  Michael 
Laib,  Henry  W.  Livingston,  Duncan  MscFarlanil, 
Patrick  Magruder.  Robert  Marion,  Joaiah  Masters,  Wil- 
Gam  McCreery,  Nicholas  R.  Moore,  Jeremiah  Morrow, 
Jonathan  O.  Mosely,  Gurdon  S.  Mumford,  Jeremiah 
Nelson,  Timothy  Pitkin,  junior,  John  Pugh,  Josish 
Qaincy,  John  Res  orPennsjlvanis,  John  Russell,  Tho- 
nas  ^mmeni,  Martin  G.  Sciiuneaan,  John  Smilie, 
John  Cotton  Smith,  Henry  eonthard,  Thomas  Spald- 
mg,  JoM>ph  Stanton,  William  Stedman,  Lewia  B. 
Btorgea,  Samoa!  Taggart,  Benwnihi  TaHmadge,  Sam- 
uel Tenney,  David  Thomas,  Tbomas  W.  Thompuni. 
Cri  Tracy,  Philip  Van  Cortlandt,  Killian  K.  Van  R 


than  WiUiams,  and  Thomas  WyniM. 

Naib — Willis  Alston,  junior,  Qeorge  M.  Bedinger, 
Phanuel  Bishop,  Thomas  BlonnI,  John  Boyle,  WilliatD 
Batler,  Levi  Casey,  Jolin  Claiborne,  Cbriatophei 
Claik,  Matthew  Clay,  Orchard  Cook,  Jacob  Cronnin- 
diield,  William  Dickson,  EliasEarle,  Peter  Early,  John 
W.  Eppes,  Feteiaon  Goodwyn,  Edwin  Giay,  Silss 
Hslsey,  James  HoUuia,  John  G.  Jackson,  Thomsi 
Kenan,  David  Meriwether,  Thomas  Moore,  Thomas 
Newton,  junior,  Gideon  Dtin,  Thomas  M.  Ran- 
ddpb,  John  Rhes  of  Tennessee,  Peter  Ssiily,  Thomas 
Sandford,  Ebeneter  Sesver,  Janiea  Sloan,  John  Smith, 
Samuel  Smith.  Richard  Stanford,  Matthew  Walton, 
DaTid  R.  Wniiams,  Msrmaduke  Williams,  Aleiander 
WOaonjend  Richard  Winn. 


JOURNALS  OF  CONGRESS. 
Mr.  JoBBpH  Ci.*T,  from  the  committee  lo  whom 
was  referred  the  petition  (of  William  E^vis  and 
Hagh  Maxwell,  made  the  following  report : 

That,  on  a  member  taking  his  seat  in  Oongrees  for 
the  tnA  tima,  it  has  been  heretofore  castomary  to  aup- 
fdy  him  with  a   eopy  of  (be  Jeonala  of  the  Oongrees 
9th  Com.— 16 


under  the  Goafederalwn.  For  fliis  purpose,  by  a  joint 
laeolution  of  Ibe  Senate  and  Honee  ol  Repreeeutalivesi, 
approved  on  the  3d  day  of  March,  1T0B,  the  Secretair 
of  the  Senate  and  Clcifc  of  the  Uonse  of  Eepneenla. 
tivea  were  authorised  and  directed  to  sobaeribe  fin  font 
hundred  copies  of  the  said  Journals,  then  proposed  to 
be  published  by  Richard  Folwell.  Thoss  copies  were 
accordingly  procnred,  and  have  been  distributed  to 
members  of  each  Congress,  lutil  the  present.  At  the 
meeting  of  the  present  Congress  it  hss  been  (oimd  that 
only  ten  copies  remaio,  which  are  by  no  means  snO- 
dent  to  supply  those  members  who  have  not  served  • 
former  Congress  with  one  copy  eadl. 

The  petitioners  ofier  lo  fhrnish  one  handredand 
thirty  copies,  bound  in  boards,  lo  be  delivered  at  Wash* 
ington,  alC16  a  set.  This  is  the  price,  indading  bind- 
ing and  the  eipsnse  of  transporlatiDn,  at  which fiirmer 
ssSa  were  famished,  and  is,  as  the  conunittea  are  in- 
formed, at  a  mtich  lesa  rate  than  that  at  which  the 
Journals  could  now  be  printed. 

Praviskin  esght,  perhspa,  lo  be  made  for  {Hinting  at 
t^kepubliceipense  another, edition  of  these  important 
Joui'nals ;  this,  however,  is  not  a  subject  on  which  yonr 
committee  Will,  st  this  time,  sfier  an  opinion  1  biul  thej 
can  see  no  rcsson  why  Ihe  msmbers,  who  have  now 
taken  their  seats  in  Congress  for  the  first  time  should 
be  denied  those  Joumsls  with  which  members  of  every 
fanner  Congress  have  been  supplied.  They,  therelbre, 
imend  the  following  resolution  : 
tohtd,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Senate  and 
the  Clerk  of  the  House  of  Representatives  be  aulhotlied 
and  directed  to  purchase,  for  the  use  of  the  Senate  and 
Honse  of  Representstivea,  from  William  Levis  snd 
Hugh  Maxwell,  180  eo}Nea  of  Ftdwell's  edition  of  the 
Journals  of  the  Congress  under  the  Confederatian,  at 
such  prioe,  not  exceeding  sixteen  dollars  per  set,  t» 
they  may  deem  eligible. 

Referred  to  a  Committee  of  the  whole  House 
to-morrow. 


Tbubsdat,  Febmary  SO. 

Mr.  JoBN  C.  Smith  from  the  Committee  of 
Claims,  to  whom  was  refeited  on  the  saTcntb  ul- 
timo, Ihe  petition  of  Willis  Wilson,  made  a  re- 
port thereon  (  whieb  was  read,  and  ordered  to  b« 
referred  to  the  consideration  of  a  Gommittea  of 
the  Whole  House  to-morrow. 

Mr.  John  C.  Smith,  from  the  same  committer 
pmented  a  bill  raakiitg  provision  forezlin^ish- 
ing  the  debts  due  from  the  United  States ;  wbieh 
was  read  twice  and  committed  to  a  Committee 
of  Ihe  Whole  on  Monday  next. 

The  Honse  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  for  relief  of  Philip  Nickliu 
and  Robert  Eaglesfleld  Oriffitb.  The  bill  waa 
reported  without  amendment,  and  ordered  to  be 

igroseed  aiid  read  the  third  time  to-morrow. 

Mr,  Joseph  Ci.at,  from  the  commiitee  appoint- 
ed yesterday,  presented,  according  to  order,  a  bill 
to  amend  an  act  entitled  ''An  act  conceming  the 
Library  for  the  use  of  both  Hotises  of  Congress ;" 
which  was  read  iwiee  and  committed  to  a  Com- 

inee  of  the  Whole  to-morrow. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 
House  to  whom  was  committed,  no  the  Bftb  in- 
stant, the  bill  making  en  appropriation  for  the 
payment  of  the  witoeaaes  and  otlier  ezpcBMi  oD 
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CAwJoatoiM,  Va. — Solaria  e^  Judge*. 


Febbd&kt,  isoe. 


the  imfteaebnwni  of  Samuel  CliBM,aDd  to  which 
OommiiMc  of  ihe  Whole  wbr  a\<a  commiiud,  oo 
the  rlcvenih  iiitUnt,  ihe  bill  sent  froni  ihe  Senate, 
eoiiiled  "An  act  mBkin^  proTtsion  for  ihe  com- 
pensanoD  of  whneiwes,  who  attended  the  trial  of 
the  imfwachratnt  of  B  imnel  Chase,"  be  dischar- 
ppil  fruiQ  the  coosideraiion  of  the  said  Inst  men- 
tioned bill;  and  thai  the  snid  bill  be  committed 
to  B  Commitlee  of  the  Whole  to-morrow. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Comrailtee  of 
(he  Whole  on  the  bill  sent  from  ibe  Seoale,  ea- 
tiiled  "Aa  act  authorizing  the  sale  of  ■  tract  of 
land  io  thelownof  CiDdonati,aDd  Stale  of  Ohio. 
The  bill  was  reported  with  mn  ameDdment  there- 
to i  which  wa»  tvrioe  md  aod  tgteti  to  by  the 
Houne, 

Ofdend,  Thftt  ibe  nid  bill,  with  the  aiaend- 
meol.  be  read  ibe  third  tine  to-morrow. 
Oq  motion,  it  wa* 

BfotMd,  TiMt  the  Commitlee  c»  tha  Poblic 
Lnid*be  iii*tru«ted  to  ioqaire  into  the  eipedicocf 
«f  grastin;  a  pre-emptitm  rixbt  to  Oeorg«  At>h, 
afoDC  mile  s^aw  of  land,  en  the  Indiana  Terri- 
tory, to  Include  bis  improTemenis. 

Mr.  NswTON  said,  he  had  been  requested  to 

E resent  t^reral  resoluiions,  anaDimously  adopted 
•f  tbe  citizens  of  Norfotk  and  Porismouih,  ex- 
Drevtire  of  thdr  indignaiioo  at  the  conduct  of 
BritaiD  onlhereatriclLonsand  plundering  to  which 
our  commeioe  is  exposed,  and  at  tbe  degrading 
situstioD  10  wbiebnur  brave leamen  ere  subjected 
hy  arbitrary  and  illegal  impressments;  also,  ex- 
presfive  of  their  detarminaEion  to  lupport,  with 
their  livcfi  aed  foriunet,  such  measures  a«  the 
councils  of  this  nalloD  may  adopt. 

Mr.  N.  said  he  was  happy,  on  ibis  occasion,  to 
be  made  tbe  organ  of  this  communicatiou.  The 
resolutions  were'characierized,  Mr.  N.  said,  by  that 
laneuage  which  had  been  used  on  tbe  birth-day 
of  American  {Veedom  and  iodepcodence  land  they 
breathed  ■  spirit  highly  hnitiorBble  to  ike  citizens 
of  a  free  and  iDdepcmdeat  nalion. 

The  leaolulioBt  were  ttten  read,  and  referred  to 
ft  CommitiM  of  the  Whole  on  tbe  atate  of  the 
Unioo. 

CHARLE8T0WN,  TIHGIjnA. 

Mr.  Caownmaaiit.i>,  from  iba  Commitlee  of 
OommereesBd  Uaonfacinrea.  made  a  report  on 
the  petition  ofsundry  iohabilaalsorCharientowa, 
Virginia,  praying  that  said  place  may  be  made  a 
port  of  entry  and  delivery. 

Tbe  report  is  detailed,  and  assign*  a  variety  of 
reasons  egaiait  tbe  expediency  of  graniioj  the 
prayer  of  tbe  petitioner*,  and  concludes  with  a 
lesolutiot)  that  ibey  hare  leare  to  withdraw  their 
petiiioo. 

Tbe  House,  having  taken  the  report  into  con- 
side  ratiim — 

Mr.  JioneON  obaerved  that  the  facts  detailed  in 
Ibe  report  were  oottceded.  It  was  prohahle  that 
there  would  nevrr  he  a  vessel  entered  at  Charles- 
town  from  a  foreign  country.  With  regard  to 
the  Hoccesii  of  the  prayer  of  the  petitioners,  Mr. 
J.  said  be  should  not  have  been  naniuine,  hot  for 
«  Constitutional  provinion  which  he  conaideiad 


imperative.  No  port  of  entry  existed  in  theweat- 
ern  part  of  Virginia,  in  consequence  of  whieh,  ves- 
sels sailing  from  Charlestown  were  obliged  to 
pay  duties  at  New  Orleans.  Tba  CcastitMiontl 
provision,  to  which  he  alluded,  wa*  this:  ''No 
preference  ahall  be  given  by  nny  regulatiaa  of 
commerce  or  revenue  to  tbe  pons  of  oue  Siata 
over  those  of  another ;  nor  shall  vessels  boood  to 
or  from  one  State  be  obliged  to  enisr,  clenr,  or  pay 
duties  in  another."  Was  it  sot  obvioos  that  a 
preference  was  given  to  tba  ports  of  one  State 
over  those  of  another  by  requiriog  the  vtswla  of 
tbe  one.  to  enter  end  clear  in  iheporis  uf  tbe  other; 
and  was  it  not  also  obvious  that  the  tatter  part  of 
the  provision  was  equally  violated  ?  It  would  be 
a  great  convenience  to  the  petitioners  to  give 
bond*  and  take  oat  clearances  io  the  neigborhood 
of  the  place  where  their  vessel*  are  built,  iniiiead 
of  being  obliged  to  go  to  a  distance  of  2.000 
miles,  where  they  would  find  themselves  among 

Mr.  CaowNiMflBiELB  observed  that  there  were 
several  ports  of  eiKry  already  in  Vilgioia  frooi 
which  vessels  might  clear  without  payiag  dutiee 


ihe  Constitutional    provi«ioo   referred 

added  that  duties  were  only  paid  on  the  entry  of 

vessels  from  a  foreign  country. 

Mr.  J.  0.  SiBiTn  tbousht  there  was  sufficient 
plsusihtliiy  in  the  remarks  of  the  gentleman  from 
Virginia,  to  give  the  subject  a  full  diKCttssion. 
Htj^  therefore,  moved  a  reference  of  the  report  to 
a  Committee  of  the  whole  House  on  Monday, 
which  was  agreed  to — yeas  50. 


SALARIES  1^  JDDGEa. 

Tbe  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 

tbe  Whole,  oo  a  bill  from  the  Senate^  relative  M 

the  salaries  of  (ha  judge*  of  the  Territory  of  Of 

Tbe  bill  inoreAses  the  salaries  of  the  jndgea  of 
the  superior  and  diurici  court  IVom  two  thuusaitd 
to  two  thoui-and  Ave  hundred  dollars;  and  allowa 
1.  B.  PrevoBi,  a  jiHlge  of  the  superior  court,  an  ad- 
ditional sakry  of  Ave  hundred  dollar*,  for  Krvieei 
heretofore  performed  by  him  without  the  aid  of 
tbe  other  jodges. 

Mes.<rs.  9loah  and  Mbbiwetreb  called  for 
information  relative  to  Ihe  grounds  on  which  Iha 
proposed  increase  of  salaries  is  made. 

Mr.  Gahlt  replied,  that,  since  the  organlzatioa 
of  the  Territory  of  Orleans,  tbe  fresident  ha  J  not 
been  able  Io  obtain  any  person  or  persons  pruperlf 
qualified,  except  Mr.  Pravosi,  who  had  coose> 

Xieuijy  been  ooliged  to  perform  all  the  duties  of 
e  court;  that  it  was  requime  for  the  judges  not 
only  to  understand  the  laws  of  their  own  country, 
but  likewise  those  of  the  coaniry  to  whom  the 
Territory  belonged  previous  to  its  cession  j  and, 
in  addition  to  this.  Jt  was  necesi^ry  for  iheta  to 
be  acquainted  with  the  French  and  Spanish  Jan- 
guages.  Added  to  this,  the  price  of  living  wa* 
extremely  highland  the  climate  very  uoheattb]>. 
Mr.  FiNOLEi  aocrobonted  this  atatemeut. 
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Nicklin  and  Gr^th—SuianM  of  Judgea. 


rR. 


Tb«  Comniitee  rme  and  reptM'ted  tbeir  agrM- 
ment  Co  the  tiill,  which  was  ordered  lo  a  third 
mdiDfT  tbis  day. 

Tbe  biH  m»  iccofdinglr  retd  a  third  time. 

Means.  MsaiwiTHiB  iind  O.  W.  Cahf^bll 
oppoatd,  and  M«aara.  J.  Guy,  Clabi:,  aJid  Nica- 
OLBOH,  oupporied  [be  bill. 

Mr.  CoMBAD  moFed  a  poatpmaneai  of  iba  bit) 
till  to-morrow. 

Mr.  lAcxaom  Iwped  tha  biU  would  be  reoom- 
inlited  b>  a  seWct  eommittea  eropoirered  to  piss 
ID  review  tbesalarieiof  alt  itw  iudj^of  (be  tlai 
ted  StRtea.  He  did  not  ihiirk  the  aalariea  ia  this 
bill  too  bigb,  bot  he  thongbc  thoae  allowed  to  the 
«afaer  jodfea  loo  low. 

Mr.  Rhba  spoke  i»  faror  of  tfaa  bill. 

Ur.  Lua  ihoaefat  too  muoh  eeleritf  diduM 
■01  be  gifen  to  ue  paaaagr  of  an  appropriaiioii 

Mr.  BabLt  apoke  agaitisi  the  poainonement. 
Hr  STAirroi)  (poke  agaiaai  the  bill. 
Tbe  qneEtion  waa  thea  takes  on  the  mottoo  b> 
postpoBo,  which  WIS  earried — ifea  60.  ' 

Fridat,  Pebraary  21. 
•  Mr.  NicHOLeON,  froni  tbe  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means,  presented  a  bill  raabiug  appropria- 
liooa  for  the  support  of  Gkivernmeot,  during  the 
year  one  thousaad  eight  buodred  aod  sii ;  wtiieb 
was  twice  read,  and  committed  to  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole  on  Monday  next. 

Tbe  bill  seal  Trom  tbe  Seoale,  entitled  "An  act 
autboriziog  tbe  sale  of  a  tract  oflaiid  in  ibe  town 
o(  Cineiuiiati  and  Slate  of  Obio,"  together  with 
the  amendment  agreed  to  yesterday,  was  read  the 
third  time,  and  passed. 

A  bill  waa  received  from  Ibe  Senate,  to  BU.'pend 
the  commercial  intercourse  between  the  United 
Siaiea  aod  certain  parts  of  the  island  of  St.  Do- 
miogo.  Tbis  bill  prohibits  all  commercial  inter- 
course between  citizens  or  iababitaabi  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  and  any  part  of  the  island  of  St. 
Domiogo  not  in  the  ppssessioo  and  under  the 
ackaowledged  Qovernment  of  Prance;  ia  viola- 
tion of  ibii  provision,  the  veisel  and  carqo  are  to 
he  forfeited.  It  is  limited  to  one  year^  and  the 
Pretideot  is  autborized,  at  any  intermediate  time, 
to  take  ofT  the  restraints  and  prohibition!). 

Referred  to  a  Cummiuee  of  the  Whole  on 
Hon  day, 

IflCKUN  AND  GflfTFlTH. 

The  Mil  for  the  relief  of  Phiirp  Nieklin  and  R. 
B.  Qriffiih  was  read  the  third  time,  and  pawed— 
yea* 69,  nayaiO,  as  follows: 

Till — Widii  Alston,  jr.,  Iia&c  Andetson,  David 
Bard,  Jouph  Barker,  Phanuel  Bitbop,  John  Blake,  jr., 
JamraM.  Broom.  RtAert  Brown,  John  Campbell,  jDbo 
Chandler.  Joaeph  Ctay,  Jacob  Crowninshield,  RLcbard 
Cutis,  Stmael  W.  Dana,  Williun  Di^con,  Pet«r  Bar- 
Ij.JiansCniiot,  Bbetraaor  BDineT,  William  Ely,  Wil- 
bam  Pindley,  JaoMS  FUk,  Aftdrm*  Orogg,  IsalA  L. 
QtBsii,  Bilu  HalwT,  e«th  HMtiop,  David  Holnm, 
iobae-JaokBiHi,  WalMr  JoQea,  Thomai  Kenan,  Mi- 
AmI  Iieib,  Heoiy  W.liiviDgBtoik,  Robert  Marian,  Jori- 
A  Ummh  WiUiaia  HoCtmst,  NidtotM  B.  Moan, 


Morrow,  Joim  Mowow.  Oar- 
don  8.  Mnmronl,  Jeremiah  Nelson,  Thomas  Newloo, 
jr.,  Timothy  Pitkin,  jr-,  Jacob  ftictiardi,  John  RuaM41, 
Peta  Saillj,  Tbomai  aucmons,  Sbaoaaer  Beavat,  Joba 
Sinilia,  Samuel  Smith,  Henry  Southard,  Thomas  Spsld- 
ing,  Joseph  Slaston,  Lawia  B.  Sturgea.  Samuel  Ta^ 
gart,  Beoiamia  TaJImadge,  Samuel  Tenney,  David 
ThomM,  Uri  Trac^,  Philip  Van  Cortlandt,  Killiaa  K. 
Van  Rensselaer,  Daniel  C.  Verplanck,  Peleg  Wadi- 
worth,  Jabn  Whitehill,  Robert  Whitehill,  Eltphalat 
Wickes,  Marmsdake  WilUsms,  Nathan  WiUiins, 
Richard  Winn,  and  Thnma*  Wjnna. 

Nats— Burwell  Bassett,  Ocarge  M.  Bedinger,  8i[a^ 
Betton,  Barnsbaa  Bidwell,  William  Blackledge.  Tbooi- 
BB  Blount,  John  Boyle,  William  Butler.  Levi  Casey, 
Martin  Chittenden,  John  Claiborne,  Predsrick  Conrad, 
Elm  Darby,  John  Davenport,  jr.,  Eliai  Earle,  CaMi 
Ellia,  John  W.  Eppw,  John  Fowlar,  Peterson  Good- 
wjn,  Edwin  Gray,  Joseph  liewis.  jr.,  Matthew  Ljan, 
Duncan  McFarland,  Patrick  Magrncter,  David  Meri* 
wether  Gideon  Olin,  John  Pugb,  John  Rea  of  Pena< 
aylvania,  John  Rhea  of  Tennesaee,  Tbomae  Sandford, 
Martin  G.  Sdmneman.  James  Sloan,  John  CoHan 
Smith,  JidiB  Smith,  Riohard  Stanford,  William  Stad- 
Dian,  Thomas  W.  Thompson,  Joseph  B.  Vainasi,  Da- 
vid B.  WilliaiBS,  *a4  Aleiander  WItun. 

SALARIES  OF  JUDGES. 

The  bill  forincreas'ng  the  saUriesof  the  judges 
of  the  Territory  of  Orlennn,  was  read  the  third 
time,  and  rejected— yeas  45,  nays  98.  as  follows ; 

Yau— Willis  Alston,  jr.,  David  Bard,  William  Black, 
ledge,  Jaaes  M.  Broom,  William  Butler,  Jobn  Camp. 
bell,  John  Oaibome,  Joseph  Cb?,  Frederick  Conrad, 
Jacob  Cronninabield,  John  Davenport,  jr.,  Petw  Earlf , 
William  Findley,  John  Fowler,  Isaiah  L.  Green,  Seth 
Hastings,  Michel  Leib,  Henry  W.  Livingston,  Mat- 
thew Lyon,  Robert  Marion,  William  McCreery,  Nicho- 
laa  R.  Moore,  Gardoo  8.  Humford,  Thomas  Newton, 
jr.,  Josiah  Quincy,  John  Rea  of  Pennsylvania,  John 
Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Martin  G.  Schunaman.  John  SmU 
lie,  John  Cotton  Smith,  William  Stedman.  Samuel 
Taggart,  Samuel  Tenney,  David  Thomaa,  Philip  Van 
CortJandt,  Killian  K.  Van  Renaselaer,  Joseph  B.  Tsr- 
nnm,  Daniel  C.  Verplanck,  Matthew  Walton,  John 
Wbilehill.  Elipbalet  Wkh<«,  David  R.  WilhanM,  Na- 
than Waiiams,  Richard  Winn,  and  Thomaa  Wynne. 

NAiB>^s««e  Anderson,  Joseph  BeHter,  BurwHI 
Bsasett,  George  M.  Bedinger,  Siios  Bcttan,  Bamaba* 
Bidivell,  Pbanoel  Bishop,  John  Bl■k^  jr..  Thimaa 
Blount,  Robert  Brawn,  John  Boyle,  George  W.Cao^ 
bell,  Levi  Casey,  John  Chnndler,  Martin  Chtttandan, 
MaKben  Clay,  Orchard  Cook.  Samuel  W.  Dana,  Esrm 
Daibj,  WtHIsm  Dickson,  Elias  Earle.  Jamas  Elliot, 
Caleb  ElU*,  Ebeneier  Elmer,  William  Ely,  John  W. 
Eppes,  James  Fisk,  James  M.  Gamelt,  Peterson  Good- 
wyn,  Edivin  Gray.  Andrew  Giegg,  Silas  Hshev,  John 
Hamilton,  David  Hoiinei,  DavidHough,  John G.  Jack- 
son, Thomas  Konan,  Joseph  Lewis,  jr.,  Duncan  Mac- 
Farland,  Patrick  Magmder,  Josiah  Masters,  Dsvid  Mer- 
iwether, Jeremiah  Morrow,  John  Morrow,  Jeremiah 
Nelson,  Gideon  Olin,  Timothy  Pitkin,  jr.,  John  Pugh, 
Jacob  Richards,  John  RusseH,  Peter  Ssilly,  Thomas 
Sammoos,  Thomas  Sandford,  Ebenezer  Seaver.  JamM 
Sloan,  John  Smith,  Samuel  Smith,  Henry  Boathatd, 
Thomas  Spalding,  Richard  Stanfiml.  Joseph  SlaoMn, 
I^wis  B.  Stnrgee.  Beajamin  Tallmadge,  Tbomas  W. 
TbomsMm,  Uri  Traey,  Robert  Whitehill,  Harmadult* 
vrmtm*.  tmd  Ahouutat  WiIodb. 
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Yaxoo  Claimt. 


Ur.  Jaoesoh  obwrved,  (bat  the  House  baring 
decided  aminst  augmenting  the  salaries  of  the 
Jadsea  of  the  Territory  of  Orleans,  in  consequence, 
probabl)',  of  the  idea  that  ■  general  review  of  ilie 
lalariesof  the  judges  of  the  several  Territories  of 
the  United  States  shontd  be  previously  made^  he 
would,  in  correspondence  with  ,that  impression, 
ofiei  the  following  resolution : 

RtMohtd,  Thst  the  Committee  of  Ways  aod  Means 
be  innmeted  to  inqnire  into  ^e  expediency  of  increav- 
ing  the  aalaiiea  of  the  officers  of  the  Teniloriea  of  the 
UnitBil  Bt>te»i  anil  of  the  Dirtricl  of  Colnmbia,  of  any 
of  them ;  and  (bat  tliey  be  aDtboriied  to  report  by  bill 
or  otherwise. 

On  (he  question  to  take  this  motion  into  consid- 
eratioo,  the  House  divided— ayes  23. 
TA200  CLAIMS. 

Mr,  GftEDo,  agreeably  to  notice  given  yesier- 
dav,  called  for  the  order  of  the  day,  on  a  lesolu 
tioii  oOered  by  him  on  ibe  6ih  day  of  Decetober, 
for  the  repeal  of  so  much  of  an  act  of  Congress 
regulating  the  grants  of  land,  and  providing  for  the 
diiponl  of  the  lands  of  the  United  State*  south 
of  the  State  of  Tennessee,  as  appropriates  any 
portion  thereof  to  the  satisfaction  of  claims  under 
certain  acta  of  Georgia. 

Mr.  Meriwether  moved  a  postponement  (ill 
Uondav. 

Mr,  Eppbs  moved  a  poslnonement  till  the  sec- 
ond Monday  of  March.    He  said  every  member 

knew  his  sentiments  on  this  aubject.    He '~ 

favor  of  the  proposition  of  the  gentlemai 
Penni^lvania.  But  while  so  many  interesting 
subjects,  in  which  thenational  welfare  was  direct- 
ly involved,  remained  nnacled  upon,  he  did  think 
tnat  everything  calculated  to  disturb  the  harmony 
of  the  House,  ought  to  be  withheld  from  consider- 
ation; that  no  uDpleasant  circumstanci  , 
Tision  of  opinion  on  subordinate  points,  should 
prevent  the  concurrence  of  men  of  all  parties  in 
l]ie  adoption  of  measures  called  for  by  the  ' 
eating  crisis  of  our  affaira. 

Mr.  Oreoo  did  not  know  on  what  ground  gen- 
tlemen inferred  that  this  proposition  was  r^a- 
lated  to  cause  more  division  among  the  mcmhers 
of  this  House  than  any  other  proposiiioo  which 
miglit  be  offered.  It  was  a  plain  and  aimpleqaes- 
lion,  "whether  it  was  not  best,  under  all  the  cir- 
enmatances  of  the  case,  to  repeal  the  law  making 
U  appropriation  for  satisfyine  the  claims  under 
the  act  proposed  to  be  repeated,  that  Congress 
might  thus  forever  be  done  with  the  subject? 
Irlr.  O.  said  he  had  forborne  calling  up  this  reso- 
lution, for  the  reasons  assigned  by  the  gentleman 
from  Virginia.  Though  he  considered  the  sub- 
ject important,  and  (hat  it  behooved  the  Legi.'la- 
ture  to  decide  upon  it  at  an  early  day,  he  bad 
thought  it  most  advisable  not  to  call  it  up  till 
the  great  national  business  before  the  House  was 
attended  to.    This  last  business  bad  been,  unex- 

Kctedly  to  him,  delayed  frooi  lime  to  time,  and 
thought  it  probable  that  the  resolution  under 
eonsideratioo  could  be  acted  upon  before  the 
Houae  were  prepared  to  act  on  the  national  bosi- 
'  ness.    He  regretted  that  the  subject  of  onr  differ- 


of  the  belligerent  naiioaa  bad  not, 
before  (his  time,  been  acted  on.  He  bad  hid  a 
resolution  on  the  table  on  this  subject,  four  weeb 
ago,  but  it  bed  been  delayed  by  a  call  for  various 
Treasury  statements— which  be  regretted  baring 
consented  to  ask,  as,  in  his  opinion,  they  bad  B9 
bearing  on  the  subject. 

Mr.  Jaoksqk  rose  to  nore  s  poitponeaient 
indefinitely. 

.  Mr.  Lbib  said,  as  this  motion  involved  a  decis- 
ion of  (he  main  question,  he  woald  call  for  ,tEie 
taking  of  the  yeas  and  nays. 

Mr.  Tbomas  hoped  the  gentleman  from  Vir- 
ginia (Mr.  JACKaon)  would  wiihdraw  his  motioiL 
from  its  going  to  reject  the  reaolotion,  it  wonU 
all  the  remarks  which  would  arise  from 


a  ^revt  discussion  of  it.  For  the  reasons  which 
had  been  urged  by  the  gemileman  from  Virginia, 
(Mr.EppBB,J  who  had  first  spoken,  which  he  COB. 
sidend  very  cogent  j  and  as  the  anbject  of  com- 
promise was  progressing,  and  mifcht  be  settled  be- 
fore the  second  Motiday  of  March,  he  hoped  the 
motion  for  an  indefinite  paatponNnent  would  be 
withdrawn,  and  that  for  a  postponement  to  the 
second  Monday  of  March  prevail. 

Mr.  Jacsbon  said  if  he  viewed  the  subject  in 
the  same  light  with  the  gentleman  who  bad  jnst 
spoken,  he  would  agree  to  wthdraw  bis  monon. 
He  could,  however,  never  make  principle  bend  to 
expediency.  Principle  had  heretofore  governed 
his  vote,  and  should  siill  coniinoe  to  govern  it 
Even  on  the  ground  of  expediency;  he  doubted 
the  propriety  of  adopting  (he  resolution.  It  was 
known  there  was  another  subject,  connected  with 
it.  before  the  Legislature.  If  that  should  be  de- 
cided in  (he  negative,  it  might  be  proper  to  agree 
(o  (his  resolution.  As  there  was  a  probability  thai 
that  subject  would  come  before  the  House,  he  did 
not  wish  (0  bring  the  subject  twice  before  thets 
in  one  session.  Its  discussion  bad  heretofore  ex- 
cited all  the  malignant  passions  of  the  fatiman 
heart,  and  i(  was  well  calculated  to  dia(urb  that 
harmony  which  ought  assiduously  to  be  cherish- 
ed when  they  were  on  (he  eve  of  enteringon  busi- 
ness of  the  deepest  national  interest. 

Mr,  J.  said  he  wished  the  subject  could  he  avoid- 
ed altogether.  He  wfta  heartily  sick  of  it,  and 
wished  to  get  rjd  of  it  forever.  But  he  thought 
it  most  proper  that  the  question  of  compromise 
should  first  be  decided.  If  that  were  negatived, 
the  course  pointed  out  by  the  resolution  of  the 
gentleman'from  Pennsylvania  mtght  be  necessary. 

Mr.  Alston  hoped  the  motion  for  an  indefinite 
postponement  would  prevail.  He  taid  that  though 
his  sentiments  were  not  changed  on  this  subject, 
and  though  (hey  were  the  same  now  as  they  ever 
had  been,  he  did  believe  the  iranquillity  of  the 
nation  depended  much  on  the  decision  of  this 
question,  and  che  meeting  i(  fairly  and  folly.  He 
hoped  this  would  take  place  this  session;  but  with 
his  friend  from  Virginia,  he  hoped  the  subject 
would  not  now  betaken  up.  He  thought  thalthe 
other  question,  relative  toa  compromise  of  claims, 
should  be  previously  discussed.  If  the  qtieation 
of  compromise  could  not  be  agreed  to,  he  would 
agree  to  tbvt  coarse  which  woaldpievent  thesnb- 
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iect  from  erer'  beiog  aigiMted  witbin  ihcw  walls, 
Dy  traDsferring  it  CDlirely  to  the  jadieiary  trlba- 
nsl*  of  the  oonntry.  He  would  rather  make  ■ 
ToluDiary  return  of  the  whole  territory  to  Geor- 
gia than  suffer  the  Bubject  to  remain  in  its  present 
■laie.  Should  tlie  compromise  be  Dot  agreed  to, 
ti«  woald,  in  proper  time,  lay  a  proposition  to  tfait 
efleet  beTore  the  House.'  He  thought  the  inierest 
Df  the  naiioD  reqaired  the  getting  rid  of  the  sub- 
ject in  this  way. 

Mr.  Jackbor  withdrew  his  motion.  He  said 
kis  object  could  be  efieeied  by  postponing  the  res- 
olotioB  from  time  to  time,  till  theqaesiioo  of  com- 
promise shoold  be  first  decided.  He  was  indeed 
willing  that  both  questions  should  be  decided  at 
the  nme  time. 

Mr.  CUkBK  was  really  eonCemed  his  colleagne 
had  made  this  motion]  The  resolution  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  PennsylTania  had  been  before  lEem 
two  months,  and  not  a  single  step  taken  respect- 
ing iL  and  now  we  are  told  we  are  not  to  act  upon 
it,  till  a  proposition,  not  eren  before  us,  shall  be 
decided  upon.  Whaterer  niay  he  before  the  other 
branch  of 'the  LMislarore,  we  are  not  at  liberty  to 
argue  upon  it.  What  prospect,  then,  is  there  to 
get  at  this  subject  when  geailemen  say  their  ob- 
ject is  10  postpone  it  from  time  to  time,  till  a  prop- 
osition, in  its  embryo,  shall  be  decided  upon'7 
If  the  aobjecl  were  reaUy  eonaidered  as  composed 
of  sn<^  icmammable  materials  as  some  gentlemen 
think,  the  sooner  it  is  decided  the  better.  Mr.  G. 
aaid  he  was  ready  to  go  at  once  into  the  di&cu»- 
■ionj  and  ha  thought,  the  hotter  the  battle,  the 
earlier  would  be  the  peace  that  followed  it.  He 
was  ready  to  repeal  the  law,  which,  in  the  opinioa 
of  some  gentlemen,  gare  a  sanction  to  claims 
fotmded  in  fraud  and  eorruptfon. 

Mr.  OitEOu  said  hff  had  no  objection  to  the  ^t- 
ponemeot  mOred  by  the  gentleman  from  Virginia, 
provided  ibey  oonld  get  at  the  business  contem- 
plated by  him.  But  if  this  could  not  be  done,  he 
waa  rather  for  going  into  a  consideration  of  the 
rviolation.  As  to  the  propoeition  of  compromise, 
he  knew  nothing  of  it.  No  proposition  of  this 
kind  had  been  received,  by  the  House,  from  the 
elaimantf.  Topostpone,  therefore,  this  resolution 
for  a  business  they  knew  nothing  about,  was  very 
extraordinary.  If  he  was  satisfied  they  could  gel 
at  thi«  bnsiness  within  the  time  mebiioned,  he 
wroald  be  content  to  let  it  rest  for  the  present.  But 
M  that  was  uncertain,  he  hoped  the  resolution 
would  Dotpretail. 

Mr.  G.  W.  Caupbell  hoped  the  motion  to  post- 
pone would  prevail.  Business  of  much  moreim- 
ponance  claimed  a  prior  attention.  He-conceived 
that  tbe  resolution,  when  investigated,  would  be 
found  to  contain  a  very  euTJons  principle  which 
tbe  Housewould  not  he  likely  toadopl.  It  went, 
ooc  merely  to  decide  on  the  rights  of  others,  but, 
to  strip  Ihem  of  the  right  of  deciding  upon  those 
rights.  He  should  ba  against  deciding  on  the 
resolution  until  they  had  prcTiou-^ly  decided  the 
qimtian  of  compronnise,  as  he  did  not  think  it 
arcessary,  before  this  decision  was  made,  to  de- 
prive rbemselves  of  tbe  power  of  allowinz  claims 
wUoh  might  be  bnraght  before  ibem.    The  post- 


ponement would  leave  an  opening  to  Congress  to 
act  on  these  claims  as  they  might  see  fit.  For 
this  reason,  and  in  order  that  business  of  greater 


ment,  until  the  second  Monday  of  March,  and 
carried — yeas  73,  nays  39. 

PAYMENT  OF  WITNE88E8. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  from  the  Senate,  providing 
for  the  payment  of  the  withesaea  on  the  trial  oT 
Samuel  Cnase. 

Mr.  J.  C.  Smith  said,  at  the  close  of  tbe  la*t 
session,  a  bill  providing  for  tbe  payment  of  the 
witnesses  on  the  pail  of  the  United  Sutes,  had 
gone  from  the  House  to  the  Senate,  and  been  dia- 
agreed  to  h^  them.  The  Senate  on  their  part, 
had  passed  a  bill  providing  for  the  payment  of  au 
the  witnesiies,  to  which  the  House  had  disagreed, 
A  confeieoce  had  taken  place  on  the  disagreeing 
votes  of  tbe  Houses,  anil  the  bill  bad  been  lost 
from  a  vaot  of  concurrence.  The  coosequenco 
was,  the  witnesses  still  remained  uncompensated ; 
some  of  whom  have  sustained  heavy  expenses. 
Petitions  received  this  session  from  several  wit- 
nesses on  the  part  of  the  prosecution,  had  been  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  of  Claims,  who  had  r»- 
porled  a  bill,  which  was  the  same  in  substance 
with  that  adopted  by  the  House  tbe  last  session; 
the  committee  not  considering  themselves  a|  lib- 
erty  to  depart  from  the  principle  then  established 
by  the  House. 

It  was  for  the  House  to  decide  how  long  thji 
unprofitable  contest  (for  unprofitable  it  surely  waa 
to  the  witnesses)  should  be  kept  up.  Mr.  S.  said 
he  was  not  disposed  to  go  into  a  consideration  of 
the  question,  whether  the  expenses  of  an  impeach- 
ment should  in  all  cases  be  incurred  by  the  Qov- 
ernment.  He  would  barely  observe  that  the  Sen- 
ate had  been  unanimous ;  and  if  the  House  should 
adhere  to  the  rround  they  had  taken^  no  compen- 
sation would  be  allowea  to  tbe  witnesses.  He 
submitted  it,  whether,  under  these  circumstances, 
it  were  proper  to  keep  up  such  a  conflict.  It  had 
so  happened  that  many  of  tbe  witnesses,  summon- 
ed by  tne  accused,  bad  been  used  by  the  managers, 
and  the  pfocess  of  summoning  them  had  been  sink- 
liar  on  both  aides.  In  the  bilT,  there  was  an  omis- 
sion to  provide  for  the  expenses  incurred  by  lb* 
manager!.  If  no  other  gentleman  proposed  aa 
amendment,  he  should  think  it  his  duty  to  ofiet 
one,  providing  for  these  expenses.  He  hoped  the 
Committee  would  agree  to  the  bill.  Somegentle- 
men  might  think,  by  agreeing  to  it,  they  evinced 
an  opinion  of  the  guilt  or  innocence  of  the  accused. 
But  such  a  rote  could  not  be  viewed  in  this  light. 
The  House  had  exercised  theirConsiituiionalr^ht 
by  voting  an  impeachment,  while  the  Senate  bad 
exercised  the  same  right  in  acqoiiiing  ihe  accused. 
The  same  boiy  who  had  acquitted,  had  sent  down 
this  bill,  involving  iheir  opinion  that  Ihe  proposed 
coinpensation  to  wiloesses  was  right.  Indeed  h« 
considered  the  bill  from  the  Senate  as  a  laxalioK 
of  costs  by  the  court  who  sai  on  this  occasion. 
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Mr.  Macon,  witb  a  view  to  trp  ih«  question, 
vhvther  lUe  Huu.-<e  would  a^ree  lo  pay  all  tbc  wit- 
nesses, moved  ID  insert  afier  ihe  word  witneut* 
t\ie  word' — "  on  behalf  of  the  United  StaieE." 
He  ^aid  the  iiii'tory  of  this  businese  given  by  ihe 
geDtlemen  from  Cooneciicul  was  earrect.  The 
accused  bad  bero  acquitted  bye  ConsiiiuiioDal 
majority,  consistioj;  of  a  minority  of  the  Senate. 
It  was  Doi,  he  believed,  ihi!  practice  in  any  criiu- 
ina)  court,  of  any  Slate  in  iheUnion,  for  witnesses 
MttDinoaed  by  the  delendaot,  to  be  paid  by  the 
State.  The  BiMea,  in  many  instanoes,  pay  iheir 
Own  wit  n esses,  where  ibe  pereonaccowd  is  net  con~ 
Tided,  but  with  respect  to  the  conflict  beiwren 
the  two  House.i,  he  was  convince  the  decision 
of  thin  Huuae  was  correct ;  and  that  it  accorded 
with  the  geoeral  osage  tbrou^hoai  the  United 
Slates.  If  there  was  an  excepuon.  he  did  not  le- 
cullecl  it.  It  was  true  ibsl  one  or  the  other  House 
Dust  give  way,  or  the  bill  would  be  lost.  He 
wi'uld  inucb  rather  th&t  It  should  be  rejected  by 
the  disajrreeing  voiei  of  the  two  Houses,  than  that 
il  nbould  pass  as  it  ibea  stood.  If  Ihe  Senate  bad 
offered  this  bill,  it  is  equally  true  that  the  grand 
jury,  who  tuBlte  a  bill,  have  refused  it.  The  two 
Houses  stood  on  the  same  ground.  One  are  the 
triers  and  the  other  the  beirtrs.  If  Congress 
agree  lu  pay  all  the  npeasea  of  an  impeachDient, 
the  impeacued  may  run  the  expenses  to 


pease 


I  this 


ill  Shall 


1  arraigned  before  a  judge?  When  a  judge 
is  tried  be  deserves  no  more  ind  uigence  than  a  pri- 
vate iodividual,  and  though  be  it  acquitted  the 
acquittal  is  not  such  as  to  conviocH  tlie  DBIiiw,  or 
any  other  body  of  meit,  thai  be  is  innooent.  It 
was  not  that  kind  of  acquittal  which  an  honeat 
man  would  wish.  It  was  eaoititutioiMl,  but  not 
by  a  KiBJority  of  tbe  Senate.  Are  we,  under  iheae 
circutnatances,  obliged  to  pay  the  witnesses  he  has 
fihosen  to  Eumijionf  Believiog,  as  he  did,  the 
man  guilty,  and  the  charges  in  tnany  inKtances, 
atipponed,  ttte  payment  af  bis  wltneaeeB  appeared 
to  bin]  a  very  strange  thing.  In  ibis  as  in  every 
other  case^  he  was  williog  to  yield  to  a  Constitu- 
tlonal  decision,  but  )w  could  nerer  oenteot  to  pay 
Ibe  witnesses  of  the  accused. 

Mr.  Alstok  said  the  amendmeiit  went  to  try 
llie  question,  whether  the  Hoase  would  agree  to 

Jay  all  the  witne»Be3  summimed  on  the  trial  of 
udge  Chase.  Before  It  was  made,  the  honorable 
Speaker  ouzbE  to  have  told  the  House  whether 
they  could  determine  which  witnesca*  were  fum- 
muned  on  thepariuf  ifae  United  Slat«ii,and  which 
on  the  part  of  Judge  Cbsse.  From  everything 
which  be  had  seen,  (and  he  had  examined  all  the 
documents  on  tbe  subjroi,)  be  had  found  no  data 
apon  which  to  determine  what  witnesses  had  been 
summoned  00  Qoe  side  tv  the  olber,  unless  from  ibe 
recollection  of  gentlemen,  by  which  be  supposed 
theHousewoulduoiconteotiobegoveroed.  When 
tbe  question  was  before  ihe  Hduu  the  laei  session, 
be  bad  expressed  bis  doubts  whether  thty  ought 
10  pay  the  witnesses  of  an  accused  ntao,  whether 
he  was  acquitted  or  unviuedj  but  he  wu  now 


convinced,  that  tintil  Congress  passed  a  Uw,  pre- 
scribing how  wiineases  are  to  be  paid,  they  wei* 
bound (o  pay  ibem.  Nosuchlewhad  been  passed, 
rould  axkgentlemai  learned  io  ibe  law,  wbelb- 
wMneGs  on  the  part  of  Judge  Chase  could  d^ 
raand  compensation  from  bim?  Have  we  passed 
any  law,  prescribing  hotv  much  shall  be  paid,  or 
bow  it  shall  be  ioatl  No  such  law  ba*  befen 
passed.  Mr.  A.  said,  he  thonabi  genilenieii  were 
carrying  ibeir  prejudices  too  far  is  this  insianM. 
He  had  voted  for  five  out  of  eigiit  «f  tbe  artielEs, 
but  the  Senate  had  acqniiied  him  of  all  of  them. 
He  was  contented  with  this  decision,  and  .ao  fsr 
■s  be  wasBcqwinted  with  thesentimeDlsof  ihoae 
be  repreaenleil,  he  believed  they  too  were  satisSrd. 
Itwas  Dot nowa  question  howinis  principle shouM 
be  settled.  If  a  general  law  were  brought  before 
them,  there  was  no  doubt,  but  that,  if  a  man  ■• 
conducted  himself  as  to  bring  himself  to  a  trial) 
be  should  pay  his  own  witnesses,  provided  euck 
law  declared  how  much  they  should  be  paid.  Tbe 
bonorahJe  Speaker  bad  said  there  was  nois  State 
in  the  Union  in  which  the  witoesEes  of  a  pet»)B 
itidieted  and  acquitted  were  paid  by  ike  Statat 
Mr.  A.  said  he  believed,  in  Virginia,  when  a  maa 
WBs  indicted  and  acquitted,  he  was  sot  subject  i» 
the  psymenlof  costs.  If  this  were  true,  one  State 
at  least,  and  ibai  ibe  largest  in  the  Union,  bad  aat 
a  different  exajuple;  ajid  if  precedent  was  esti- 
(led  to  any  influence,  it  was  ag aioet  the  Speaker. 
Mr.  A.  said  this,  hawever,  bad  no  weight  with 
him.  Tbe  great  objection  wtlh  bim,  was,  tba.< 
they  could  not  discnmiBaie  tbe  wiioesaea  of  the 
Uoitird  States  from  those  of  tbe  acouaed )  and  tf 
they  could  ascertaiB  them,  tbeie  was  ao  lair 
prescribing  bow  the  laileisnould  be  paid  by  tbe 
accused. 

Mr.  Jaoxsqm  believed  Congress  betiBd  to  rea- 
der cornpensaiioo  to  the  witoeeset  on  the  (rial  of 
Judge  Chase,  on  the  abslrael  firiociplecif  jusiioe 
aod  right,  as  well  as  from  precedent  aad  praetiec 
The  argument  of  ibe  bonoivble  Speaker  militated 
against  tbe  inference  drawn  by  him.  He  say*  ths 
accused  may  multiply  witaicases  to  «Dch  an  exieB> 
as  to  defeat  a  proMCution.  If  the  ^Opmiiioa, 
however,  be  examined  in  all  iia  bearings,  it  will 
be  found  to  operate  moat  severely,  and  aloKtFt  ta.- 
clusively,  en  the  maa  Impeached  by  Ihe  Honse  of 
Representatives,  no  matter  Cor  what  eausei,  or 
whether  be  is  guilty  or  inaoeent.  If  th«  Uouae 
are  determined  to  destroy  him,  it  is  only  necessary 
to  vote  an  impeachmeni,  which  will  impose  upoa 
bim  a  ruinotta  bBTden.  Mr.  J.  said  be  did  not 
apply  tbeae  ranarks  exclusively  to  the  impeaoh- 
ment  of  Judge  Chaie.  The  Journal  of  the  Houaa 
would  show  that  he  was  in  favor  of  bis  impeaoh- 
meni.  But  as  he  had  been  acquitted  by  the 
Consiitaiional  tribuaal,  clothed  with  anthorlty  to 
pronounce  him  guilty  or  ionoeent-^the  deriMcr 
tribunal  constituted  ibr  such  eases— he  did  not 
consider  himself  justified  to  say,  after  their  deci- 
sion, that  he  was  guilty.  He  hdd  himself  bound 
by  (DC  judicial  decisions  and  laws  of  tbe  couotrjf 
though  as  an  individual  he  ipigbi  diesenc  frooi 
some  of  them.  Tbe  Uaiied  States  minbt,  in  cttau 
a  pefson  acquitted  «b  eii  impeaohmeiit  is  eotat- 
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Elled  to  pay  bis  wilnesseo,  muluply  charges  enl- 
acing [be  wbule  life  of  ihe  accuaed,  and  tracing 
him  fram  the  disirtet  of  Maine  to  Georgia,  so  as 
lo  compel  bim,  ta  order  lo  refute  Ibe  cbanjes,  to 
adduce  teo  times  as  manr  witnesses  as  would  oth- 
erwise be  necessary.  The  true  rule  is,  that  the 
court  shall  decidi^  what  witnesses  are  proper  to  be 
tiled  in  tbe  costs,  and  what  are  sol.  The  Sen- 
ate, who  in  this  [□flianee  are  the  court,  have  de- 
cided thxl  all  shall  be  uxed.  They  were  perfectly 
competent  to  decide  whetlier  anv  witnesses  of 
tbe  accused  were  brought  forward  wilhool  suffi- 
cient cause,  or  whether  they  were  essential  to  the 
defence.    It  is  nDaoifest,  by  [he  bill  ander  coDsid- 


of  precedent.  The  ooifor'in 
in  Virginia,  is  to  lax  the  attendance  of  wituesses, 
who  arc  paid. out  of  the  public  Treasury;  and 
those  on  the  part  of  tbe  defendant  in  tbe  same  wajr 
as  those  on  tbe  part  of  [he  prosecution.  This 
practice  has  been  extended  so  far  as  to  embrace 
th*  payment  of  witnesses  from  another  Slate.  In 
»,late  case,  oltbouich  as  fat  as  tbe  opioioii  of  the 
court  could  go,  a  man  was  declared  guUtv  of  the 
crime  with  which  he  was  charged,  yet,  the  jur^ 
faafing  pronounced  him  innocent,  a  witness  on  hts 
part,  brougb[  from  Seulocty,  was  paid  otit  of  the 
public  Treasury.  This  is  not  tbe  case  wliere  the 
iodiTidual  is  conricted.  If  he  possess  sufficient 
properly,  that  is  answerable  for  the  expenses. 

The  Senate,  undoulttedly.  possess  ine  right  to 
ny  whether  thewitne^iBes  aaduced  are  necessary ; 
■nJ  if,  in  any  tuture  case,  improper  wiioesses  shall 
be  brought  forward,  they  may  refuse  to  tax  them. 
This  bill  dues  not  provide  fornll  cases  of  irageach- 
ment,  but  is  confined  to  the  case  of  Samuel  Chase. 
Mr.  J.  said  he  would  submit  whether  it  was  pro- 
per or  just  to  compel  men  at  a  great  expense  to 
attend  at  the  seat  of  Government  in  an  an  incle- 
ment season  of  the  year  without  gi'ins  them  a 
compensation.  If alawbad  been  preriously  passed 
prescribing  that  thewiinessesof  theaccuMd  should 
Be  paid  by  him.  they  would  have  required  some 
Assurance  from  bim.  But  as  no  discrimination 
bad  been  made  between  (he  witnesses,  they  came 
forward  in  full  faith  that  the  Government  would 
allow  them  a  liberal  com  pen  sat  ion. 

Mr.  NicBOLaoN  said  he  had  but  a  few  observa- 
lioBS  to  naake  on  this  subject:  indeed,  indisposi- 
tion disabled  him  from  maaiog  many.  He  consi- 
dered this  hill  as  calculated  to  esiablisb  a  great 
principle — a  principle  whether,  in  all  cases  oT.im- 
pe*chmeDt,the  United  States  are  to  bear  the  bur- 
den. It  was  Dot  in  reference  to  an  individual  thai 
he  was  induced  to  advocate  the  amendm<^nt  of 
his  boDorable  friend,  tbe  Speaker,  but  because  its 
effect  would  be  to  establish  a  principle  that  would 
hereafter  govern  in  similar  cases.  If  the  princi- 
jAe  were  established  that  in  ail  cases  of  impeach- 
ment the  Government  is  to  bear  the  expense,  it  will 
put  it  in  the  power  of  the  individual  impeuched 
to  increase  the  burden  to  any  extent  he  pleases. 
And  whenever  a  man  shall  be  impeached,  base 
enough  to  hnte  the  Government  under  which  be 
UvuB  and  hold^  an  office,  in  a  case  which  requites 


bu[  two  witnesses,  he  may  summon  two  hundred. 
This  bill  will  establish  such-a  priocijile,  and  wa 
shall  in  all  future  cases  be  [old  that  ibe  wiinessw 
of  tbe  accused  were  paid  in  the  case  of  Chase. 
It  was  for  this  reason,  Mr..N.  said,  be  advocated 
tbe  ameadment,  and  to  convince  the  iodividual 
that  subjecied. himself  to  an  impeachment  that  hfl 
must  suffer  some  pains  and  peoaliies.  For  it  was 
not  (o  be  presumed  that  the  Hou«e  uf  Represent- 
atives would  impeach  any  man  unless  there  waa 
some  color  for  it — some  reason  lo  induce  the  na- 
lioo  at  large  to  believe  him  suilty.  An  impeach- 
ment speaks  tbe  language oribe  nation. expressed 
tbrougn  their  representatives;  and  wnenever  « 
man  in  office^onducts  himself  so  as  to  ma^e  ih« 
nation  believe  bim  guillv.  it  was  not  desirable  to 
offer  the  protection  hela  out  in  tbe  bill,  parlicti* 
larly  when  a  majority  in  tb«  oihe^  bnacb  aiso 
believed  him  guilty. 

Bat  gentlemen  say,  this  is  not  the  practice  14 
the  State  courts;  and  we  are  told  in  Virginia, 
when  a  man  is  acquitted,  the  State  pays  the  ex- 
pense of  bis  witnesses.  Mr.  N.said  this  might  bo 
so,  though  be  did  not  know  that  i[  was;  it  was  not 
so,  however,  in  the  courls  of  tbe  United  Statea^ 
Any  gentleman  who  doubted  this,  bad  only  to 
refer  to  the  treasurer's  accounts  since  the  Crovern* 
ment  had  been  ia  operation,  and  be  called  upoa 
any  such  gentleman  to  show  a  single  charge  foi 
witnesses  in  ca^s  of  acqaillal.  It  is  not  )h«  prac- 
tice in  England,  nor  could  it  be  made  to  app«u 
by  any  documeotf  that  the  witnesses  summoned 
by  Warren  Hastmss,  thougli  he  was  acquitted, 
had  been  paid  by  the  Government.  But  admits 
ling,  for  argument's  sake,  the  practice  to  be  such 
in  [he  Untied  States  as  it  is  represented  to  be  ia 
the  courts  of  Virginia,  would  that  meet  the  preient 
case?  No.  In  Virginia  there  was  a  reciprocity. 
There,  if  a  man  was  convicted,  he  paid  all  ib« 
costs,  and  if  acqulttej},  tbe  State  pays  them..  But 
in  (be  United  States,  do  we  make  the  convicted 
pay  the  costs?  Had  the  accused  jud^e  been  coi^ 
victed  would  gentlemcQ  advocate  bis  Myins  all 
tbe  costs?  No.  In  that  case  be  would  have  heeK 
scoi  free  as  to  the  payment  of  moneFf  though  hf 
might  have  sunk  tu  reputation.  In  Virginia  then 
is  a  recifrucity ;  tbe  convicted  either  pays  the  ex- 
penses of  the  prosecution  or  gties  (0  jail }  wbersat, 
in  ibis  case,  the  United  States  ar«  called  Dpoa  la 
bear  the  whole  burden.  When  Judge  Picketing 
was  convicted,  waa  be  called  on  (o  pay  the  coatsl 
Such  a  thing  was  not  then  dreamt  of.  It  waf 
then  considered  proper  that  the  United  States 
should  pay  [heir  own  wi[nesses.  The  argument, 
therefore,  fails.  The  only  objection  of  any  weight 
is  that  raised  by  the  geotlemao  from  Nur[h  Caro- 
lina. It  is  said  to  be  imposiible  to  discriminate 
tbe  wiioessea.  Tbe  gentleman  says  ibat  be  has 
examined  the  journals  of  the  Senate,  and  cannot 
find  any  discrimination.  But  has  he  looked  at 
the  journals  of  impeachment,  where  it  appear* 
(bat  such  witnesses  were  sworn  on  tbe  part  oJ  the 
United  States,  and  suc^  00  tbe  part  of  the  accused! 
Beside'),  if  this  evidence  were  not  rio  (be  journal, 
it  could  be  go(  from  the  parlies  themselves,  who 
could  swear  they  were  summoned  oa  the  part  of 
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Ibe  Uaited  States  or  the  defendant.  This  was  a 
common  thin^in  the  couilaof  Maryland,  and  Mr. 
M.  supposed  It  was  likewise  so  id  other  courts. 
He  concluded  his  remarks  by  expressing  a  hope 
that  the  ameodmenl  woold  be  adopted. 

Mr.  ExRLT  said  it  was  bis  mislertnae  the  last 
aesaion  ID  diffei  with  a  majority  of  the  House,  and 
bia  present  opinion  was  what  it  then  was.    His 

aiinion  was  not  founded 'either  on  geoeral  princr- 
es,  or  on  the  practice  of  the  severBl  States,  or 
tJniied  States  courts.  It  was  founded  on  the 
peculiar  circumstances  of  this  ease.  Some  of 
these  circumstances  bad  already  been  stated  hy 
gentlemen ;  but  there  were  some  important  points 
of  Tiew  in  which  they  mi|ht  be  cooSdeTed,  wbicb 
had  not  been  noticed.  It  was  irjie,  aa  had  been 
stated  by  the  gentleman  from  North  Carotina, 
that  it  could  not  be  distinguished  which  witnesses 
were  summoned  on  the  part  of  ibe  prosecution, 
and  which  on  the  part  of  the  respondent,  from  Bn 
omission  by  the  Senate,  when  they  prescribed  the 
form  of  the  subpceaa,  to  disiingaisb,  as  it  is  usual, 
for  which  party  it  was  issued.  This  fact  wae 
abundantly  proved  by  the  form  of  the  suhpcena. 
How,  then,  were  witiiesaes  to  know  that  they  were 
oummoned  on  tbe  part  of  the  United  Slates,  or 
the  respondent!  They  could  not  know.  There 
w«re  no  circumstances  by  which  they  could  ac- 
quire such  knowledge.  Tbe  party  did  noC  serve 
nis  subpcBOas  in  person,  but  tbev  were  all  sent  to 
the  marshal  of  a  given  Stale.  A  number  of  them 
were  taken  out  in  blank,  and  sent  to  the  marshals 
by  post.  The  gendeman  from  Maryland  has  en- 
deavored to  obviate  the  force  of  this  fact,  by  in- 
forming us  that  a  discriminalioo  may  be  made,  by 
the  circumstance  of  the  fact  aa  which  side  the 
witnesses  were  sworn.  True;  but  no  gentleman 
knows  better  than  himself  that  the  witnesses  sum- 
moned on  one  side,  were,  in  some  instances,  sworn 
on  the  other;  and  he  would  call  his  recollection 
to  the  testimony  given  by  Messrs.  Tilghman  and 
Bawle. 

[Mr.  N1CBOL8ON  here  ezplained,  and  contested 
tbe  fact.  Mr.  Early  agreed  that  these  two  wit- 
aeases  bad  been  summoned  both  on  the  part  of 
the  prosecution  and  the  respondent.] 

Mr.  Eablt  said,  whether  he  was  correct  or  not 
aa  to  the  particular  cases  be  had  alluded  to,  he 
was  not  mistaken  as  to  the  general  fact.  The 
gentleman  from  Maryland  had  endeavored  to  ob- 
viate the  force  of  this  argument  in  another  way, 
.  by  tepresentiog  that  the  witnesses  might  becalled 
on  to  swear  on  which  side  they  were  sworn.  But 
diit  could  Dot  be  done,  but  by  toe  passage  of  some 
law  on  Ibe  subject.  There  was  no  authority 
which  would  justify  the  Secretary  of  the  Senate 
in  demanding  such  an  oath,  and  if  the  circum- 
stance could  be  proved,  there  was  no  power,  under 
any  existing  law,  by  which  the  witnesses  could 
recover  a  compensation  for  their  attendance. 
They  were  compelled  to  attend— by  whom?  By 
a  branch  of  this  Legislature, on  oaio  of  imprison- 
ment  in  case  of  disobedience,  whence  shall  they 
be  indemnified?  Will  any  gentleman  say  they 
can  recover  from  the  respondent^  If  so,  let  them 
point  to  the  law  which  authorizes  auch  a  recov- 


ery.' Will  they  sajf  it  can  be  had  under  the  com- 
mon law  1  A  majority  of  this  House  will  not 
bear  ihem  out  in  the  argument.  For  It  is  3  stand- 
ing principle  with  us,  taai  the  common  law  is  not 
in  force  in  the  courts  of  tbe  United  States.  Bat 
put  this  o^ctioD  aside — bow  much  shalf  they 
recover?  Where  is  the  law  filing  their  perdieia 
allowance  1  There  is  a  perfect  chasm  in  the 
subject. 

Mr.  K.  repeated  that  his  opinion  Vas  governed 
by  ihe  peculiar  circumstances  of  the  case;  by'  the 
omission  of  the  Senate  to  insert  in  the  subpcena, 
on  whose  side  the  witnesses  were  summoned,  or 
to  provide  for  making  any  recovery  from  the  ac- 
cused ;  or  how  much,  and  where  the  recovery 
should  he  made.  He  considered  the  witnesses 
summoned,  owing  to  thisomissioii,  as  being  with- 
out a  remedy,  from  which  resulted  the  obligation 
00  the  part  of  the  Government,  as  ihey  made  tbe 
amission,  to  provide  a  remedy.  The  gentleman 
from  Maryland,  in  noticing  the  observaiions  rela- 
tive to  the  practice  of  Virginia,  staled,  that  if  a 
similar  reciprocity  existed  on  impeachments,  his 
objection  to  this  bill  in  whole  or  in  ^rt  would  be 
done  away.  Mr.  E.  said,  that  in  his  opinion,  this 
observation  fortiRed  the  ground  he  had  taken.  If 
there  were  no  reciprocity  in  this  case,  it  was  for 
want  of  a  general  provision.  Let  us  then  pass  a 
law  making,  ibis  mrovisioD,  and  let  it  operate  in. 
all  future  cases.  This  would  be  equitable.  But 
the  want  of  reciprocity  which  arose  with  them- 
selves, was  DO  ground  for  omitting  to  make  the 
only  provision  Tor  the  witnesseilWhich  the  case 
allowed.  When  at  the  last  session,  in  consequence 
of  the  disagreeing  votes  of  the  two  Houses,  a  com- 
mittee of  conference  had  been  appointed,  he  re- 
collected that  a  distinguished  member  of  the  other 
branch,  now  absent  in  conseqoence  of  an  unfortu- 
nate accident,  look  this  ground — that  the  subpmna 
did  not  distinguish  on  which  side  tbe  witoessea 
were  summoned,  and  made  a  proposition  that  the 
bill  should  be  so  modified  as  to  place  the  allow- 
ance made  to  the  witnesses  of  the  refpondent  oD 
this  peculiar  ground.  This  proposition  did  not 
then  obtain,  but  Mr.  B.  waa  still  for  taking  such. 
a  course-  He  hoped  the  amendment  of  the  hon- 
orable Speaker  would  not  prevail;  in  which  case 
he  would  move,  by  way  of  preamble  to  the  bill, 
what  would  place  the  allowance  on  the  peculiar 
ground  he  had  stated,  and  thus  remove  the  objec- 
tions of  tbe  Sfeaeir. 

Mr.  Nicholson  made  some  explanation  of 
what  be  had  previously  stated  in  regard  to  the 
practice  of  courts,  and  observed  that  a  witness 
summoned  on  one  side  was  not  permitted  to  be 
sworn  on  tbe  other,  until  he  bad  been  previously 
examined  by  the  party  summoning  him.  He  also 
passed  over  the  journal  of  impeachment,  to  show 
that  the  witnesses  on  the  part  of  the  prosecution 
had  all  been  examined  in  ibe  first  instance,  with 
a  few  exceptions,  which  were  specially  noied,  be- 
fore those  on  the   part  of  the  respondent  were 

Mr.  Smilte,  being  of  opinion  that  the  question 
wu  not  ripe  for  decision,  moved  that  tbe  Com- 
mittee should  rise  and  ask  leave  10  sii  agtin. 
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Ttua  nwtioo  harinf  f  reniM,  tbe  Csmmillee 
loae,  and  the  House  a^joamed. 

MoNDiY,  February  24. 

A  new  raember,  lo  wil:  Evan  AlexamdeRi 
Ktorued  to  lerve  as  ■  member  of  ihia  House,  for 
the  Slate  of  North  Caiolioa,  in  ibe  place  of  Na- 
iluntel  Alexander,  appoiuled  Governor  of  the 
taid  Slate,  appeared,  fa'oduced  biacradential*,  «u 
qualified,  and  took  bit  teat  in  the  Home. 
Od  motion,  it  was 

AeMltwd,  That  the  Gommhtee  ui  the  Poat  Of- 
Sce  and  Post  Roads  l>e  inctracted  to  inquire  into 
th«  e^^iency  oi  making  prorisioo,  by  law,  for 
defraying  the  expense,  and  comiunsaUDg  the  ser- 
vices of  Isaac  Brigga,  in  exploring  the  country, 
and  aseettaining  the  most  eligible  route  for  the 
mail  between  tlw  State  of  Qeorgia  and  the  city  of 
New  Orleans  J  and  that  they  luTe  leara  to  rcporl 
by  bill,  or  oiberwiw. 

Ur.  Leib,  from  the  coramitlee  appointed  on  the 
aevenih  instant,  "  lo  inquire  into  the  expediency 
of  amending  the  standing  rnlea  and  orders  of  [he 
House,  so  far  as  to  prescribe  the  mode  of  keeping 
the  journals,"  made  a  report  tbereonj  which  was 
read,  and  referred  to  ^  Commiltee  of  the  wbola 
House  to-morrow. 

Hr.  CaowNiNaBiBLD,  from  ifae  Committee  of 
Commerce  and  ManufiictBies,  presented  a  bill  for 
establisbiug  trading- ho  uses  with  the  Indian  tribes, 
which  was  read,  and  committed  to  a  Conimitlee 
of  Ibe  whole  House  on  Tharaday  nest. 

The  House  resolved  itself  iato  a  Committee  ot 
Ae  Whole  on  the  bill  to  amend  an  act,  entitled 
"An  act  conccrDiDg  the  Library  for  the  use  of 
both  Honae*  of  Coagress."  The  bill  was  rqwrled 
with  several  amendments  thereto;  whJoh  were 
aarerally  twice  read,  and  agreed  to  by  the  House. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  bill,  with  the  amend- 
ments, be  engroased,  and  itmi  the  third  time  t»- 
norraw. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  Houae 
thai  the  Senate  have  passed  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  declaring  the  coment  of  Congress  lo  an  act 
9f  the  Stale  of  PennsylTania.eD  tilled  '  An  act  to 
empower  the  Board  of  Wardens  for  the  port  of 
Philadelphia,  to  collect  a  certain  duty  on  ton- 
iMLgP,  for  the  purposes  therein  mentioned,"  with 
an  amendment;  lo  which  they  desire  the  concor- 
lence  of  this  Honae. 

IWTEIICOURSB  WTTH  ST.  DOMINGO. 

Mr.  Sloan  called  for  the  third  reading  of  the 
-  bill  laying  a  tax  on  slaves. 

Mr.  Eahlt. — I  wish  to  posiponeihe  further  coQ- 
uderation  of  this  bill  till  l^utsday  next.  We 
have  received  a  bill  from  the  Senate,  slopping  all 
intercourse  with  St.  Domingo,  which  demands 
our  prompt  alteniion. 

It  was  moved  to  postpone  (ill  the  Ist  of  June — 
ayes  23.  It  was  inen  carried,  lo  postpone  till 
Thursday  next.  The  bill  from  ihe  Senate,  sus- 
pending loterconrse  with  St.  Domingo,  was  then 
called  up. 

On  reading  the  section  which  confines  the  non- 
inicrcoarse  to  one  year, 


Mr.  Alstoh  moved  to  strike  out  the  section. 

Mr.  Earlt.— Ihope  that  motion  will  not  pre- 
vail. The  Congress  mnst  be  again  in  session  pre- 
vioUB  to  th«  end  of  the  year,  and  can  do  as  they 
please.    If  any  alteration  should  be  made,  it  is 

Erobeble  that  it  will  be  several  weeks  before  the 
ill  passea,  as  anended,  through  the  Senate ;  it  is 
high  time  this  bill  was  passed;  such  a  bill  ought 
to  nave  passed  lone  ago. 

Mr.  Albton. — 1  have  no  doubt  but  that  the 
Seoalfl  will  agree  lo  i^  amendment  in  ten  nrin- 
mes.  I  prefer  leaving  it  to  the  President,  who, 
by  the  DftU  section^  is  authorized  lo  restore  the 
interoonrae,  if  he  thinks  proper. 

Hr.  NicHOLeoi(«-{  can  see  no  poaaible  reason 
for  retaining  this  seciion. 

Mr.  Clay. — I  have  understood  (hat  many  of 
ihe  Senate  voted  in  farar  of  this  biti  on  wcount 
of  the  limitation.  We  know  nof  what  will  be 
thedifferent  situation,  previous  to  ibe  end  of  the 
ynr.  I  hopt  the  bill  will  passwithontany  aher- 
atioD. 

Mr.  Euf  BB. — The  limitation  does  not  (ouch  the 
principle  of  the  bill.  1  hope  the  motion  will  not 
pBTail. 

Mr.  CRowMiNaBiELo. — The  bill  ought  lo  have 
some  limitation.  Why  leave  it  to  ihe  Presidentl 
Let  us  open  the  iaietcourse  or  coniiuue  the  non- 
intercourse  ourselves,  as  we  think  proper. 

Mr.  Jaokbok. — It  gives  the  President  loo  much 
responsibility  ;  the  restoring  the  iotercourse  may 
be  the  occasion  of  war.  I  prefer  modifyiog  the 
motion  so  as  to  insert  ibree  years,  instead  of  one. 

Mr.  Cook. — This  is  an  act  of  experiment;  we 
know  notwhat  will  be  the  situation  of  St.  Domin- 
go within  a  rear. 

The  motion  was  not  carried— ten  (mif  for  it. 
The  Committee  of  the  Whole  agreed  to  the  bill, 
and  rose.    The  House  immediaiel^  took  it  op. 

Mr.  NiOHOLBOH  thought  the  security  required 
by  the  bill  for  the  faithful  performance  of  a  voy- 
age, was  not  sufficietK.  He,  therefore,  moved  to 
amend  ihe  bill,  by  adding  "  with  such  security  aa 
the  collector  shall  approve." 

Mr.  BiDWELL. — The  ground  on  which  the  gen- 
tlMian  from  Maryland  has  moved  his  amend- 
ment, does  not  exist.  By  the  first  section  of  the 
bill,  the  vessel  and  cargo  are  both  forfeited,  if  the 
vessel  be  voluntarily  carried  to  the  ports  of  St. 
Domiogo.  And  where  is  the  propriety  or  need  of 
■mposing  this  duty  on  the  coltectorsT 

Mr.  MicHOLsoit. — If  we  are  sincere  in  our  dec- 
larations, let  Bs  make  the  bill  so  strong  that  the 
intercourse  will  be  stopped.  If  weere  inclined  to 
favor  the  revolt  of  the  blacks  in  St.  Domingo,  let 
us  make  the  bill  such  that  it  caonol  stop  the  in- 
tercourse. If  we  are  enemies  to  (he  revolters,  let 
US  make  tbe  provisions  of  the  bill  such  as  that 
they  cannot  be  eluded ;  as  that  the  intercourse 

ill  effectually  be  stopped, 

Mr.  J.  Clat  wished  that,  instead  of  such  secu- 
rity as  the  collector  shall  approve,  a  certain  sum 
should  be  mentioned.  He  thought  ^^flOO  ought 
to  be  the  ultimatum  of  the  security  required. 

Mr.  Jacebon. — I  have  beheld  with  grief,  and 
with  reaeni meat,  ihe  cvntiBUBiioe  of  this  dtshon- 
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orablc.  this  nefkriom  trade.  It  is  qajte  limp  to 
put  an  end  to  it.  I  do  not  think  the  wcuriiicE 
■offickDi.  ThcveMcl  and  carKo  are  linbl^iofor 
feiiure,  but  suppoie  tht  resMl  and  cargo  are  both 
•old  in  St.  Domiogo;  where,  then,  is  the  wco- 
Tity? 

Mr.  NjcHoi.son  morcd  to  postpoDe  tbe  bIH  till 
to-morrow, 

Mr.  Eppes.— We  are  called  on  by  a  saiion 
fri«ndlr  10  as  to  pat  a  stop  to  tbia  iofMiaotu  and 
atfarioOi  traffic.  It  ti  liaw  to  do  ti;  let  ua  para 
tMbiilal  once. 

^Mr.  Late. — It  \rill  be  seilher  to  pleMC  Ptanof, 
■^OT  to  praiify  MoitnetiT  T«ll»Traod,  who  mav 
bare  Mid  (hia  trade  was  impropM,  that  I  shall 
act.  Tbe  bill  has  come  to  the  House  bnt  to-dar, 
and  is  il  proper  to  hasten  its  passage,  before  we 
can  We  time  to  esaniiBe  its  featDres?  It  wants 
amendmeBts.  I  am  for  postponing,  for -tbe  pur- 
pose of  introducing  them. 

Mr.  BrnwBLi.  was  opposed  to  the  pMipoaemnt; 
Messrs,  NicBOLsoK,  Clay,  aod  CnowifinaniBLi), 
«d*oeaied  it.    It  was  earriad — 9?  lo  63. 

AMENDMENT  TO  THE  C0N8TITUTI0N. 

Mr.  J.  Rahdolpb  observed  that  save  tine  had 
alapied  sigce  ba  g&ve  Dotioe  ibat  he  should  call 
up  bis  resoluiioD  foraowDding  tbe  CnnBtiiaiioa 
orihe  United  States.  The  stale  of  his  health  bad 
not  admitted  of  bis  taking  bis  seat. before  ibie  day. 
Be  therefore  availed  himself  of  tbe  first  oftportu- 
nity  to  more  that  the  House  should  resoUe  itself 
into  a  Cotnmittee  of  tbe  Whole  oq  the 
the  UnioD,  with  tb«  view  o(  taking  thairesolutioti 
into  GoiwideraiioD. 

Mr.  Mabter8  moved  a  postpoBrment. 

Tbe  Sfbakbr  said  there  oould  be  oo  poslpone- 
meni  of  a  subjeoi  rejenod  to  a  Coamittea  of  tfai 
Whole  00  the  slate  of  tbe  Union,  as  i|  was  ii 
aider  every  day  to  lake  up  hosiDess  so  referred. 

Mr.  J.  Hahdolfb  said,  if  gauitemen  were  an 
pre^red,  be  had  do  objecuon  to  waive  hts  oall 
ootil  to-4DDrrow. 

Tbe  Speaker  remarked  that  lb  He  could  be  no 
debate  on  the  priority  of  buiiittess. 

Mr.  Conrad  moved  to  discharge  the  Comnui' 
tee  of  the  Whole  from  the  furtber  coitsiderition 
of  the  resolution.  He  said  he  would  hrir-fly 
sign'bis  reasons  for  ibi*  motion.  The  session 
pragres8ed,and  tbe  season  was  fast  approacbing 
when  every  man  of  agricultural  pursuits  woul^ 
ieanxiouiio  altenil  to  them,  unless  detained  by 
important  buMoess.  He  did  not  belicTe  tbe  pro- 
posed ameodmeot  lo  the  ConsiitutioD  so  import- 
Bot  as  to  require  immediate  aitentioD.  He  hoped, 
therefore,  that  it  would  be  postponed  until  the 
■ext  session,  and  that  tbe  wuy  would  ibereby  be 
paved  for  transBcling  the  imporiaDl  national  busi- 
ness that  claimed  their  earlieHt  atisntioD. 

The  Speaker  said  the  first  question  was  on 
tbe  House  resolving  itself  into  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole. 

Tbe  i]uestion  was  taken  on  this  motion,  and 
carried — yeas  61. 

Mr.  Qbeoo  was  called  lo  the  Chair,  and  the 
molution  having  bean  cead,  aa  jfoUows : 


Betahed,  bg  M«  SmaU  mud  ifcxie  af  H^retmla- 
tivet  of  the  Dniltd  Staim  of  jimsrisa.  in  Cangnn  a^ 
lembled,  tw/htMrdM  of  both  HeuMt  ameurrm^.  That 
the  tullowing  article  be  submiticiJ  to  the  Lcgudaiura* 
of  the  Mvenl  Btstes,  which,  nben  rstifiad  and  con- 
firmed  b;  the  I.egrut'sturw  of  thrM^mrdis  of  tbs  aaid 
SUtes,  shslt  be  «sNd  and  iHndiBg  sa  s  part  of  Iha  C<m- 
ititution  oS  the  United  8 


The  Jodgcs  of  the  Suprama  snd  all  other  Courts  af 
tha  United  tiMes  shall  be  reaioved  from  oSoe  by  Hm 
President,  on  the  joint  a44iws  of  bath  Houses  of  Coif 
greu  requesting  the  same. 
Tbe  Comiaitiee  divided  on  agreeing  to  it,  with- 
it  debate— yesB  51,  says  65. 
Tbe  Committee  then  ruse,  and  reported  tbck 
disacveement  to  tba  resuluiion. 
Tbe  Huuse  having  agreed  to  coasidci  lite  re- 

Mr.  J.  Randolph  called  for  the  tnking  Ibe  yaaa 
and  nays  OB  the  question  of  concurrence.  ' 

Mr.  Clark  moved  a  postpuaemeitt  of  the  con- 
sideration of  tbe  report  to  tbe  third  kiConday  of 
March,  merely  with  tha  view  of  making  it  give 
place  to  more  important  busitjeES,  which  be  said 
must  be  attended  tu.  He  said  hs  had  votad 
against  ihe  resclutieo,  not  because  he  was  inimi- 
cal lo  tbeprtoaipla  involved  io  ii.  With  a  small 
modification,  he  should  be  in  favor  of  it  i  aad  ha 
hoped  the  period  wa*  not  diatanl  when,  wiihsach 
a  modiScatiun,  it  woald  beoone  a  part  of  Uu 
Const  iluiioo. 

Mr;  i.  RABBoufM  hoped  a  postpoaeroenl  to  bo 
distant  a  day  would  not  prevail.  He  wn  himself 
desirous  that  it  should  be  postponed  for  a  few 
days,  in  order  to  give  notice  lo  the  House,  that 
there  might  be  a  &\\  vote  on  what  be  cunudercd 
a  most  important  neasure.  He  appeared  ia  ihi« 
instance,  as  in  many  other*,  to  bii  in  a  state  of 
profound  error.  The  amendment,  or  deterioratioa 
of  tbe  CoDsiiioiton,  he  had  always  considered  to 
be  a  pwnt  of  the  greatest  imporiaoee.  But  v»w, 
judging  by  ibe  opinions  of  genilemeo,  it  secmBd 
10  be  of  Umt  impuriaace  tbau  the  laying  a  duly 
of  one  or  two  per  cent., to  continue  but  fur  two  or 
three  years.  It  has,  said  Mr.  R.,  been  a  subject 
of  extreme  concern  lo  tne,  though  not  myself 
able  to  attend  to  the  public  buMsess,  to  find,  on 
inqeiring  daily  of  ray  eolleagnes,  that  the  Houta 
has  refused  lodoaoy  business,  because  on  a  iutoia 
day  they  expected  some  impurtaai  business  i« 
come  before  them.  1  undersiaad  that  a  very  im 
portaot  rrsoluiioo  of  a  gentleman  from  Pennsyl 
vaoin,  on  a  business  so  generally  deooniinati^d  Lbs 
Yazoo  aa  to  require  no  other  name,  was  postpon- 
ed on  ihe  same  ground  that  my  colteagne  now 
wishes  the  resotuiioo  under  coniiileraijun  post- 
poned. If  there  is  sucb  important  business  to 
iransaci,  in  God's  name,  why  not  progress  in  itt 
But  Dotwithstondiog  ifiis  immensely  important 
business,  which  serves  as  an  excuse  for  doing 
nothing,  we  make  no  progress  in  it,  if  by  it  I  Btn 
10  understand  the  slate  of  uur  foreign  relations.  I 
have  uo  wifh,  nor  do  1  intend  to  allude  to  any- 
;  thing  which  passed  while  we  were  silling  in  con- 
jclave.  But  1  did  hope,  when  one  or  two  mem- 
I  hers,  ffbo  were  reprLScnied  as  tbe  only  hindnui- 
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CM  ID  ibp  deppaieh  of  bHuioess,  iv»pe  wirbilrnwo 
iram  ibe  Houhf  for  one  or  two  ncrks,  evcryihing 
vould  have  been  completed.  I  expected  the 
arfwpiioa  of  rery  diffrreni  ni^MDret  towards  Great 
BriUiD.  iDiif  ad  of  ibis,  I  9nd  nalbing  dune.  And 
BOW,  wben  ao  amendmenl  lii  ihe  CoaxiJiution  is 
broDgbt  forward,  wbicb  is  alluwed  to  be  very  im- 
porUui.  and  wheo  ihe  resolulion  of  tbe  gentle- 
man from  Peans|ilT|tDia  is  called  up.  we  are  tqld 
by  geglleuen,  we  canuotatteqd  to  ibeBeiubjecis} 
there  ia  important  bysiBeBK  which  we  expect  to 
hare  at  some  future  i»j  before  as,  and  therefore 
we  are  determlDed  in  tbe  interim  to  do  noibing. 
One  word  b:*  to  tbereimrk  of  the  gentleman  on 
VTf  kft,  (Mr.  CoHKiD.)  He  belongi'  to  a  claas  of 
nen  which  1  highly  renpeci.  for  the  plain  reason, 
tfeatlbeloQtfto  itm^Hlf.  Hesayn,  the  time  isa[>- 
pioaobiog  whea  etery  man  engaf;ed  id  agricul' 
lural  pui'^iis  ffiQHt  be  BOiious  to  go  home,  and 
therefore  be  does  not  winh  at  preaeni  to  net  oa  the 
letdutiifD  i  hare  laid  on  your  table.  True  j  but 
wben  men,  be  tbey  agricultural,  mechanical,  or 
of  any  other  professioD,  nndertake  any  buaiaesc, 
it  is  their  dniy  lo  go  tbrimgh  wiib  it  at  every 
kazard.  1  do  oM  know  a  man  in  the  House  who 
ka*  sufiered  OMre  than  tbe  individual  who  now 
■ddressex  you  by  bis  attendaoee  here,  and  if  1 
Maid  have  foncd  as  apology  in  my  own  mind,  I 
•hoold  loD^  since  bais  been  gone.  If  the  aitiu- 
thm  of  afiiiics  warranted  it,  )  nhould  be  willing  to 
adjonra  for  two  or  three  roonihE.  But  1  never 
ean  tgrex  to  adjourn  in  the  preseat  periloos  stale 
•f  abir»,  and  leaio  tbe  country  lo  a  blind  and 
fbrUiitGua  dealiny.  I  must  first  see  Eomething 
like  land,  some  foot-bold,  Boraetbinn  like  ceriHin- 
ty,  ifMti  ad  of  8  poliiical  cbaos,  without  form  or 
Wdy-  Befoca  1  coaseol  to  go  home,  1  muAt  see 
•omethiog  like  a  )>afe  and  MnoraUe  issue  to  our 
diSerenoei  with  foreign  Powers  ^  and  I  must  see, 
I  hope,  another  thing — something  like  a'o  attempt 
tobrilig  tbe  CoBsfitution  of  this  people  back  lo 
ihe  ptiDcipluoa  which  ibis  Administration  came 
Mlo  power.  I  take  ibis  Dropoxiiion.  and  that  of 
tbe  geatlemBD  from  Maryland.  (Mr.  Nioboi^on,) 
tobe  twoimportaot  m earn  of  bringiog  that  Ad- 
niaiBtratioi)  back  to  those  (vrtDeiplex.  My  friend 
from  Virginia  uys,  be  exneciSjBl  a  future  period, 
to  obtain  this  reform.  I  fear,  if  delay  be  p^mit- 
ted.  that  wEBball  jfet  into  tbe  situBtion  of  another 
deliberative  assembly,  of  which  every  member 
sgreeiibMt  reform  ia  necessary, boi  that  the  present 
i*  not  the  accepted  time.  I  am  afraid  that  we  are 
In  this  sttuaiioa  ainady.  I  believe  it,  because  I 
Mr  it.  Ji  is  a  most  fortunate  cireamsiaDce  that 
we  made  hay  while  the  son  shone:  ibal  we  got 
in  the  harvest  at  the  first  secsion  of  the  seventb 
Congress  I  that  we  did  away  tbe  midnight  Judi- 
viary  and  tbe  internal  taxes.  If  those  ioNiluiiond 
were  now  standing,  I  believe  they  would  be  as 
liDprrgnahle  as  aoy  part  of  tbe  xystem  around 
which  gentlemen  afiect  to  rally,  1  believe  it,  be- 
sBBse  1  believe  appointments  would  have  ibeir 
affect.  Yea,  it  is  but  too  true,  that  patriots,  in 
apposition,  are  as  apt  to  become  courtiers  in  pow- 
er, aaeouiiieri  in  power  are  fund  of  beciiming 
fatrioie  in  oppoeitiaB,   So  fat|  tbea,  froin  wishing 
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to  postpone  ibis  measure,  I  bi'lieve  that  delay  will 

only  serve  lo  enbaoce  the  difficulty  of  obiainini; 
''  *  lim  laid  down  by  every  man  that 
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which  are  Wfl  utitouched  in  the  period  of  a  revo- 
lution, are  sanctified  by  time,  and  remain  as  iha 
nest-eggs  of  future  corruption,  until  ibey  compel 
a  nation,  either  to  liweep  ibem  away,  or  to  sink 
beneath  them.  Tbi.i,  without  any  exception,  is 
the  bif^tory  of  all  corruptions;  and  those  oorrup* 
tioDS  and  abures,  not  reformed  at  tbe  first  session 
of  tbe  seventh  Coneresi,  what  has  become  of 
themi  Have  they  been  suffered  lo  «leep7  If 
the*  have,  is  it  not  to  be  apprehended  that  they 
wjII  rise  refreshed  from  their  ^lumbers  with  gigan* 
tic  stteufltb  1  Fortuoaie  it  was  that,  at  the  first 
sessioD  of  the  seventh  Congress  tbe  midnight  Ju- 
diciary and  the  internal  tuxes  were  done  away: 
and  ii  would  likewise  have  been  fortuiiaie,  if 
another  measure  bad  been  attended  toatthesama 
time.  It  would  have  been,  in  toy  firm  persuasion, 
very  diflVreni  in  its  issue  from  that  which  it  baa 
been.  If  the  great  culprit,  whose  judicial  Crimea 
or  incapacity  had  called  for  legislative  punish- 
ment uoder  the  Constitution,  and  which  have 
given  Hhe  to  tbe  motion  now  before  us,  bad  been 
accused  at  the  first  seksioa  of  the  seventh  Coo- 
Rrem,  that  accusation  would  have  had  a  very  dif- 
lerent  iMue.  And  why  1  BecaiMe  it  is  perfectif 
immaterial  what  a  man's  ctinus  are — every  day 
that  elapse*  between  their  commission  and  ths 
lime  he  is  called  to  answer,  lessens  tbe  dlateaia- 
tion  and  horror  felt  for  them,  and,  of  coure,  en- 
haaees  the  value  of  his  chance  of  an  escape  fiotu 

tiiaishment.  I  am  persiiaded  that,  in  the  remarks 
have  eOered,  I  have  been  hiirried  into  some  ob- 
servalioDs  that  do  not  strictly  belong  to  it.  Yet 
these  reoMrks  furnii^  a  sound  reason  for  not  de- 
ferring the  proposition  until  the  time  moved  br 
my  colleague.  I  hope,  iberefore,  the  House  wlfl 
re^t  (be  postponement  nniil  tbe  third  Monday 
of  Maich,  and  that  a  postponement  will  take  place 
to  some  time  when  the  House  shall  be  fuller, 
when  a  deoition  can  be  made  after  matute  rcflec- 
tioD.  iFor,  truly,  as  to  the  provision  under  the 
CDBstiiution,cananymAa  he  so  mad  or  foolish  ss 
to  ihink  of  again  trying  iti  1  consider  the  de- 
ci*ioB  of  tbe  last  session  as  havlikg  established 
this  principle — that  an  officar  of  tbe  United  Slate* 
may  act  in  as  corrupt  a  maoaer  as  he  pleasee, 
wiibuut  there  being  any  CoDitiiiiuoiMl  provision 
to  call  him  to  an  accounL 

Mr,  Qacoo — t  feel  hut  liitleeoncerned  as  to  the 
fate  of  this  motion.  I  am  ready  at  any  time  to 
givemy  voteon  the  reeoluiioB.  An  it  nowsianda, 
I  shall  vote  against  it;  but  modified,  as  I  have 
seen  it  in  thehiodsof  agentlemaafrom  Virginia, 
I  shall  rote  for  it.  But  my  principsl  reason  for 
tiling,  is  to  say  that  a  great  part  of  (be  censure 
cast  on  the  House  by  lue  gentleman  from  Vir- 
ginia for  not  meeting  the  national  business,  is 
proper  and  applicable ;  and  1  regret  that  it  is  so. 
But  if  the  genileroaa  reflects  on  the  subject,  ha 
will  acknowledge  that  a  great  part  of  tbe  delay 
which  has  occurred,  attaches  to  himself.  1.  four 
weeks  ago,  subautied  a  raaolaiion  to  tfaa  Haiiaa 
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on  Eome  poiais  of  ditpute  belweeo  one  of  (he  bel- 
ligerent nations  and  ibe  United  States;  ! 
anxious  that  il  should  tre  taken  up  aod  promptlj' 
decided,  one  way  or  another.  The  gentleman 
from  Virginia  then  called  for  certain  atvtements 
from  ibe  Treasury,  which  he  considered  as  bav- 
iog  a  bearing  on  the  snhject.    Uoder  that  '~ 

Sreafion  the  consideration  of  the  resoluiion 
efened  from  day  to  day;  and  tbc  atatements 
hare  not  yet  been  received.  1  staled,  at  the 
time,  that  these  statements  eonld  have  no  fnfla- 
eoce  on  mj  vote;  hut  oiber  (renilenen  said, 
they  would  influence  tbeirs.  I  regret  that  we  have 
■ot  been  able  to  go  on  with  this  business.  Ido 
not  know  how  long  we  are  to  be  kept  in  this 
alytic  state.  If  the  gentleman  who  has  calle< 
tbe  statements,  and  other  gentlemen  will  agi«e,  I 
am  prepared  at  once,  to  go  into  an  ezamioatioii 
of  the  subject  But,  aa  the  gentleman  from  Vir- 
ginia was  the  first  to  embark  the  Houae  in  tbit 
«all,  I  hop«  he  will  take  a  part  of  the  censure  tc 
himself. 

Mr.  Smilie. — I  am  sorry  the  motion  ot  postpone- 
ment has  been  made.  1  do  not  know  any*  otfai 
time  better  than  the  pr^ent  for  the  discussion  i 
this  subject.  It  b  a  subject  of  the  last  importance 
to  the  peace  and  happiness  of  the  United  States. 
I  am  a  friend  to  aa  amendment  of  the  Coostitu- 
(ioo  relative  to  the  Judiciary  department.  Wh»- 
tber  that  offered  ii  the  best  that  can  be  made,  or 
whether  it  is  goiog  too  far,  I  cannot  deiemiine 
until  ihe  subject  shall  have  been  investigate '  ' 
this  House.  For  my  part,  1  am  so  sensible 
that  part  of  the  Conftlituiion  which  relates  to  the 
power  of  impeachment  is  a  nnlliiy,  that  I  see  the 
utmost  necessity  for  an  amendment.  From  what 
we  have  seen,  I  do  religiously  believe  that  we 
cannot  convict  any  man  on  an  impeachnient. 
The  resolution  before  you  goes  to  place  the  Judge* 
of  the  United  States  ob  the  same  independent 
footing  with  those  of  Great  Britain.  Whether 
our  situation  re<juires  that  ther  ahould  stand  upon 
higher  ground,  is  a  proper  suoject  fbr  discDssioa. 
1  am  rather  inclined  to  think  they  ought  not.  It 
is  contended,  it  is  true,  that,  as  they  have,  accord- 
ing to  the  opinion  of  somegentlemen,  tbe  right  of 
ailtiag  in  judgment  on  our  laws,  they  ought  to  he 
placed  beyond  the  reach  or  a  majority  of  Con- 
gress. This  subject  must,  at  some  lime  or  other, 
he  considared,  aod  some  ameodment  in  the  Coa- 
atitntion  must  take  place.  When  the  delays  and 
various  vexations,  attendant  on  an  impeachment, 
are  considered,  il  will  he  evident  that  they  will 
generally  discourage  the  House  from  lakinR  this 
step;  and  when  it  is  likewise  considered  that  a 
conviction  can  only  take  place  on  the  votes  of 
two-thirds  of  tbe  Senate,  let  gentlemen  say  whe- 
ther there  is  any  chance  of  making  the  Constiin- 
tional  provision  effectaal.  I  despair  of  it.  With 
regard  to  the  particular  modification  which  may 
be  given  to  this  resolution,  that  is  another  thing. 
I  sincerely  wish  the  House  wotild  take  it  up  and 
consider  it  without  any  great  delay. 

Mr.  Clibk. — I  hope  my  colleague  wilt  do  me 
the  justice  to  believe  that  I  have  not  made  this 
notiOB  from  hostility  to  his  resoloiiOn.    With  a 


unall  modification,  1  am  decidedly  for  it.  I  as- 
sure him  it  did  not  require  the  remarks  he  bJu 
made  to-day,  to  show  Ihe  insufficiency  of  the  pres- 
ent system.  Of  that  I  had  satisfactory  proof  tha 
last  year.  But  1  doubt  whether  the  resoluticHi,  in 
its  present  stale,  is  correct.  !  do  hope  that  my 
cdleagtie  will  give  it  a  little  more  coDsideraticHi, 
and  I  assure  him  I  shall  be  happy  to  harmonizs 
with  him.  In  the  decision  by  a  mere  majority, 
the  scales  of  justice  are  so  near  an  e(}ailibriiim, 
that  it  is  doubtful  often  to  which  side  justice  in- 
clines. I,  therefore,  think  there  ought  to  be  soma 
modification  of  the  principle  contamcd  in  the  rev- 
olution. ButI  principally  wish  the  pOBt:poneinent 
to  prevail,  that  tbe  House  may  act  on  resolutioiia 
which  I  conceive  atl-imponanlto  the  whole  couo- 
try,  and  peculiarly  so  to  that  part  of  tbe  comm»- 
nity  represented  by  my  colleague  and  mytelf. 
Every  day's  delay  increases  the  diffieolty  and 
urges  on  the  ruin  that  menaces  ibem.  It  is  well 
known  that  there  is  not  the  best  harmoity  between 
(he  merchants  and  planters.  It  is  at  all  tltoea  tha 
interest  of  the  former  to  buy  prodace  as  cheap  aa 
they  can,  and  never  was  tWe  a  'better  scheme 
for  speculation  to  them  than  (hat  furnished  by 
tbe  resolutions  on  out  table.  How  easy  it  is  for 
them  to  convince  the  planter  that  there  will  be« 
suppression  of  intercourse,  and  that  his  produce 
will  he  soon  worth  nothing.  These  are  tbe  effect* 
that  I  wish  lo  prevent.  My  colleague  will  do  m« 
the  justice  to  believe  that  1  have  had  no  hand  in 
the  procrastination.  I  have  offered  no  ]»njecL 
With  regard  to  tbe  propoaed  amendment  (o  tha 
Constitution,  I  repeal  it,  1  am  in  favor  of  it,  with 
a  small  modiBcatiOD.  Nor  do  I  wish  II  pmipoaed 
for  any  great  length  of  time.  I  have  no  iocA  of 
leaving  that  to  be  done  by  our  childroti  which  yn 
ought  to  do  ourselves.  But  let  us,  in  the  first  in- 
stance, pioceed  to  the  most  important  b    ' 


I  have  another  reason  for  this 
postponement :  There  is  no  reason  for  acting  na 
an  amendment  to  the  Constitution  instantan*- 
ously.  Most  of  the  State  Legislature^  before 
whom  it  must  be  carried  before  it  is  a  part  of  tha 
Constitution,  have  broken  up,  and  will  not  meet 
again' till  the  Fall.  If,  therefore,  an  amendment 
be  passed  at  any  time  during  the  session,  it  will 

Mr.  MABTEas  moved  a  posipoMinebt  of  th« 
resolution  indefinitely,  for  whiijb  he  coDeisely  &»• 
signed  his  reasoos. 

Mr.  Bgdihugr  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on 

Mr.  FiKDLGT  said  he  was  against  the  indefinite 
postponement  of  tbe  stibjeet,  though  in  favor  of 
'*   being  iiosiponed  a  short  time.    He  thought  it 

s  a  subject  which  ought  to  be  fDll*  investiga- 
ted. He  was  decidedly  in' favor  of  the  object  of 
the  resolution,  but  in  a  different  form. 

CoNB40  was  in  fhvor  of  the  indefinite  poat- 
ponement  of  the  resolution.  He  did  not  think  the 
snbjecl  ought  to  be  acted  npou  at  Ibis  session.  He 
was  not  unfriendly  to  the  principle,  but  he  never 
could  consent  (bat  a  bare  la^jorily  of  CongreM 
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■bould  hire  the  power  to  remof  e  b  judge.  If  tbi 
SQieDdmeDl  ma  w  framed  a^  to  give  the  Presi- 
dent a  discreiion&rf  powei  to  lemore  a  judge  ~~ 
the  addrest  of  a  majoriijr  of  ibe  two  Hoo&es,  i 
to  make  the  remOTal  imperative  on  the  rote  of 
two-third^  he  might  be  for  iu  At  nay 
thought  it  beat  to  postpone  the  subject  until  the 
BUI  session. 

Hi.  J.  Randolfa.^I  am  perfectly  conrinced 
of  the  cwKotneu  and  purity  m  the  motiTes  of  my 
eolleaffue  on  all  8ubjecl«,  and  wherever  I  difit 
from  him  in  opinion  I  always  consider  it  a  mil 
fortune.  But  I  lure  principally  risen  to  plead 
gailty  to  the  charge  of  the  gentleman  from  Penn- 
ajrlvania,  which  t*^  (hat  I  woald  not  act  do  his  mo- 
tum  without  any  informaiion  on  iL    I  confess  the 


bct<     There  is.  howeTer, 
strikes  my  minii  as  of  some  force. 


that 


is  there 
10  prereni  our  discQisiiig  the  business,  nod  when 
Ihere  shall  be  oeeasioo  to  take  up  business  of 
greater  national  importance,  dispensiog  with  that 
which  msy  be  before  us.  i  ask  whether,  if  we 
had  taken  up  ihisretolotion  or  that  of  the  genili 
man  from  Pennsylvania,  we  should  itot  have  bad 
ample  time  for  discussion  before  ibe  information 
ealfed  for  shall  be  received  from  tbe  Secretary  of 
tb*  Treasury  ;  and  if  we  have  not  tbe  right,  at 
any  time,  to  make  less  important  ifive  way  to 
more  importanl  busiueas?  Is  not  ibis  tbe  course 
which  every  man  pursues  in  the  management  of 
itis  private  affairs  J  Are  we  to  sit  here,  without 
receiving  information  from  tbe  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  doinz  nothing  ?  1  am  as  anxious  as 
any  nMn  for  a  decision  of  the  question  imniicaied 
in  sevcr«l  of  the  resolutions  laid  on  our  taole.and 
for  a  sood  reason.  My  tobacco  ii  unsold.  J  feel 
the  fiul  force  of  tbe  observations  of  my  colleague. 
I  know  that  these  resolutions  have  already  given 
Tise  to  mnebi  uefarious  speculation.  When  1  called 
for  information,  I  had  no  idea  of  the  time  it  would 
l^e  to  get  it ;  and  had  I  been  apprized  of  it,  I  do 
not  know  whether  1  should  uot  hare  preferred  act- 
ing in  the  dark  to  wailing  for  it. 

There  is  another  reason  why  I  wish  this  sub- 
ject (amendment  to  the  Constitution)  taken  np  at 
this  session.  When  I  offered  thia  resolution  at 
tbe  last  Mssion,  it  was  said  to  be  too  tiear  ibe  close 
of  the  session  to  act  upon  it — this  was  acknow- 
tcdged.  But,  it  was  said,  print  ii  and  let  it  go 
abroad.  This  baa  been  done.  But  the  reason  tor 
which  I  wish  it  acted  upon  this  session  is,  that 
the  elections  iniMvene  between  this  and  the  next 
sessioB.  Gentlemen  may  say  what  ihey  please 
of  the  principle  of  tpiamaiu  bent  *e  guterit,  but  I 
believe  if  the  members  of  this  House  held  their 
■eat* fur  seven  years,  their  conduct  would  not  be 
the  same  as  it  is  under  the  present  tenure.  I  wish 
to  recur  to  that  good  old  principle  that  sends  the 
Representative  back  to  render  an  account  of  his 
actions  to  his  constituents.  After  the  next  elec- 
tion gentlemeD  will  oblain  credit  for  two  years 
more  of  ^ood  behaviour.  I  believe  my  friend 
from  Tirgwia  will  allow  this  lo  be  a  good  reason 
■gainst  a  posiponeraeDL 

But  I  am  told  this  amendment  comes  forward 
in  a  very  questionable  shape }  thai,  indeed,  it  is  no 


amendment  (o  the  Constiluiion.  Bui  this  is  the 
first  time  I  ever  knew  a  legislative  body  refuse 
to  act  on  a' proposition  barely  because  it  may  re- 
quire some  amendmenl.  If  there  are  any  parts 
of  (be  propo^ilLOQ  exceptionable,  while  the  prin- 
ciple is  correct,  why  not  amend  ibem?  I  con- 
fess ibis  thing  is  beyood  ray  depth.  I  cannot  see 
into  it.  1  cannot  fathom  it.  As  gentlemen  have 
stated  the  sabstance  of  the  resolution  as  a  reason 
for  its  posipoocment,  I  will  state  its  subitance  as 
a  reason  for  not  postponing  it.  One  gentleman 
says  he  will  not  consent  that  the  judges  shall  hold 
their  offices  subject  to  the  will  ol  a  bare  majority 
of  the  two  Houses.  But  does  not  everything  t» 
importance  depend  on  them?  Do  they  not  ap- 
propriate millioasl  Do  they  not  hold  the  purse 
and  the  sword?  Or  do  gentlemen  think  the  woo^ 
sack  more  important  1  This  is  most  iodubitablr 
the  case;  and  Iwish  to  hear  any  reasoning  against 

fiving  efficiency  to  the  will  of  a  majority  that 
oes  not  approximate  the  doctrine  of  the  Polish 
veto.  There  can  he  noreason  forthis  distinclion. 
And,  so  far  from  there  being  danger  of  this  power 
being  abused,  the  experience  of  all  Governmenti 
holds  me  out  in  sayiog  that  there  is  greater  dan- 
ger that  the  power  will  not  be  exercised  than  that 
it  will  be  abused.  For  this  plain  reason :  It  would 
require  some  overt  act  of  notorious  misconduct, 
or  an  equally  notorious  imbeoiliiy  of  mind  or 
body,  lo  iudify  any  man  in  giving  such  a  vote. 
Il  is  a  point  of^  extreme  delicacy  to  give  it ;  and 
thongh  some  men  might,  I  trust  a  majority  of 
both  Dranche«  never  would  give  such  a  vote  far 
light  and  frivolous  reasons.  Bat  ilmay  beiboaght 
that,  as  in  all  free  Governments  there  are  parties, 
a  triumphant  parly  would  tarn  oul  ihe  judges  to 
gel  Jnio  their  places.  This  would  be  a  most  htt- 
miliaiiog  effect.  But  on  what  is  the  probabtliiy 
of  such  an  effect  founded?  How  are  the  turners 
oui  to  be  turned  in  7  Have  they  the  power  to 
appoint  themselves  to  office?  No.  And  from 
our  experience  heretofore,  no  such  inference  can 
be  drawn.  There  is  no  probability  of  one  tri- 
umphatK  faction  putting  down  another  to  get 
their  offices.  Because  a  iriumpbanl  faction  could 
not  rise  to  power  but  at  the  will  of  a  majority; 
and  althoagh  they  might  take  offices  away  from 
others,  they  could  not  bestow  them  upon  them- 
selves. But  suppose. they  didl  It  would  be  for 
Qie  first  and  last  time.  It  would  be  a  struggle  be- 
tween ofiice-hnnters  and  tbe  people ;  and  1  believe 
all  the  experience  we  have  heretofore  had  shows 
that  this  description  of  men  are  too  prone  to 
union  for  ihe  public  to  sustain  either  profit  or  loss 
from  (heir  divisions.  Bui  if  in  this  opinion  I  am 
in  error,  I  would  recur  back  to  ray  first  principle 
lo  support  me.  Is  the  power  to  remove  a  judge 
more  important  than  the  power  of  declaring  war, 
of  laving  (axes,  and  of  effecting  various  other 
national  objects?  This  is  a  doctrine  to  me  tolally 
unintelligible. 

Mr.  Shiug  observed  that  he  regrelled  thai  the 
motion  for  an  indefioite  postponement  bad  been 
made,  as  it  was  equivalent  to  a  rejection  of  the 
resolution. 

fhe  question  was  then  taken,  by  yeas  and  nays, 
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OQ  >D  indcfloite  postponement,  and  passed  in  ibe 
Depilive— years  42,  nays  81,  as  fullowa : 

Till— Willia  AUton,  jun.,  Bainahu  BIdwell,  Pha- 
■mel  BUbopt  Jsmea  M.  Broom,  Martin  ChittcDiJen, 
Frederick  Cunrad,  Orchard  CcKik,  Richard  Cutta,  Siin- 
n«l  W.  Dana,  £ira  Darby,  John  Davenport,  jun.,  Peter 
Early,  <;aleb  Eltia,  Ebenroer  Elmer,  William  Ely. 
Jamea  Fiik,  Seih  Hantings,  William  Helma.  David 
Bough,  JoKph  Lenia,  jnn.,  Henry  W.  Livingatoll, 
loaiah  Waatera,  Jonathan  O.  Mowly,  Gurdon  S.  Mum- 
Ibrd,  Jeremiah  Nelaon,  TiniothT  Pitkin,  Jan.,  l<Aa 
Pafhi  Joaiah  Quincy,  Martin  O.  Sehnneman,  l<Aa 
Coltaai  Smith,  William  Stadman,  Lewia  B.  Stiiriea, 
Bamuei  'I'aggait,  Banjamin  Taltnndge,  Saoiael  Ten- 
■>9,  Tbamu  VT.  ThompKiD,  Killian  K.  Van  Beni- 
Mlaei,  JoaefA  B.  VarnWD,  Daniel  C.  Verplauek,  P«- 
1^  Wtdawonh,  ElipbalM  Wkke*,  and  Nalhan  Wil- 

NAia — Bran  Alaiander,  laaac  Anderaon,  DB*id 
Bard,  Joaeph  Barker,  Bumeli  Baiart,  George  M.  Bed- 
ing«r,  WtUiam  Blackledge,  John  Blake,  jun.,  Tbomaa 
Biount,  Robert  Bronn,  Ji^n  Boyle,  William  Butler, 
George  W.  Campbell,  John  Campbell,  Leri  Caaey. 
John  Chandler.  John  Claiborne,  Christopher  Clark, 
Joaeph  Clay,  Matthew  Clay,  OiargeClititOD,  jun.,  Ja- 
cob Crowninahield,  John  Dawaon,  William  Dickaon, 
Ella*  Earle,  Jamea  Elliot,  John  W.  Bppo,  WUliau 
Findley,  Jobn  Fowler.  Jamei  M.  Oamett.  Peteraoo 
Ooodwjn.  Andrew  Oregg,  laaiah  L.  Graen,  Bilaa  Hal- 
aey,  John  Hamilton,  David  Holmea,  John  G.  Jackaon, 
Walter  Jonaa,  Thomaa  Kenan,  Michael  Iietb,  MaUhew 
Lyon,  Oonean  McParland,  Patrick  Magnider,  Robert 
Marion,  WUliam  McOreerr,  David  Meriwether,  Nt- 
riialaa  R.  Moore,  Thomaa  Moore,  Jeraotiah  Morrow, 
John  Morrow.  Thomas  Newlon,  jun.,  Joaeph  H.  Ni- 
cbolaon,  Gideon  Olin,  Jobn  Randolph,  Thomaa  M. 
Kaodolph,  Jobn  Rea  of  PenDaylvania,  John  Rhea  of 
Tennaaeer,  Jacob  Richard*,  John  Suuril,  Peter  Sailly, 
Thomaa  SammoQi,  Tbomaa  Sandford.  Ebenexer  Sea- 
ler, Jamea  Bloan,  John  Smilie,  Jobn  Smith,  Samuel 
Smith,  Henry  Boulhard,  Thomaa  Spalding,  Richard 
StanJbrd,  JuKph  Stuiton,  llaviJ  Thomaa,  Uri  Tracy, 
Matthew  Walton,  John  Whilehill.  Robert  WhiteMII. 
David  R.  Williama,  Marmaduke  Williana,  Alexander 
WUion,  Richard  Winn,  and  Thomaa  Wynne. 

Mr.  CbaRK  tb«n  varied  tils  rauiioTi  so  ■«  to 
foatpooe  ibe  teaolutioa  to  the  second  Hoodsy  in 
March. 

Mr.  J.  Clay  said  he  wished  the  geotteman 
vould  withdraw  bia  mixioO,  and  move  a  posi- 

remeDI  till  next  Monday.  He  nas  very  sensi 
of  the  importance  of  the  subject,  and  wa.i  only 
sorry  ifaal  there  was  not  a  prospect  ofublainiag  B 
ConstiiuiioBal  majority  in  favor  of  (he  re^otuiiuQ. 
Mr.  C.  aaid  ihey  bad  been  tutd  by  his  colleague 
(Mr.  CoNRAo)  ibal  he  was  ready  lo  vest  the  Prea- 
ideDt  with  a  discretionary  power  to  reiDi>*e  a 
judge  on  ifae  address  of  the  two  Houses.  But  if 
the  geoilemaD  had  aiteoded  to  ibe  ])olitJcii  of  bis 
own  Slate  be  would  bave  seen  the  improprieiy  of 
aucb  authority;  the  connequenee  of  which  was 
that  a  jud^e,  whose  removal  had  been  requested 
by  the  two  branches  of  the  Legjslaiure,  actually 
beid  his  place  it  the  discretion  of  ihe  aovernor. 
The  oilieralteruaiive  his  colleague  bad  suggested 
was  worse  than  the  present  provision,  as  at  pre 
•ent  a  roajoriiy  of  one  branch  and  iwo-ibirds  of 
the  other  were  sufficient  to  remove  a  jadge.  Mr. 


C.  coneladed  by^spressinff  a  hope  thai  the  g 
tlfman  from  Virginia  woald  agree  f 
ment  (ill  neii  Monday. 

Mr.  Clire  said  be  had  no  objectioB. 

The  qiie&tina  was  then  pat,  and  the  poalpOD^ 
meat  to  Monday  aeit  carried. 

PLUB.^LITY  OP  OFFICES. 

Hr.  J.  Rahdolfb.— I  beg  Imv«  la  auboit  ■ 
niocion  to  (be  House — a  very  imporiani  nioiimi— • 
which  at  preseut  1  only  mean  lo  lay  od  the  tabl« 
The  Cunstilalion  oT  the  Called  States  has  pro- 
vided that  no  person  boidiDgao  office  under  I  ha 
OoTeraraent  of  the  United  States  ahatl  be  capar 
Me  of  holding  a  seat  in  either  Houw  of  Coegtea*. 
But  as  the  Wsl  tbingaaK  liable  to  oorrniilioD,  and 
as  we  are  told  (he  eorruptkni  of  iba  beat  Uiinffa  is 
alwavH  (he  worst,  ao  the  CoDsiitutioa  of  tbeUni- 
ted  Stileo  has  received  ID  practice  a  cooatruolin 
which  in  ray  jndgment  the  text  never  did  and 
does  noi  warrant,  but  which,  if  warranted  by  lbs 
text,  is  totally  repognaul  to  the  apirit  of  thai  (nut  ra- 
meot,  wbich,  composed  of  ibe  jiirring  intaresta  at 
the  differeol  Slates,  and  sellled  on  the  basis  of 
compromise,  gave  birih  lo  a  Government  «f  re- 
sponsihillly,  wiihouiiaflueDoe,wilhoiii  palrooagM, 
withoui  abuse,  without  privileges, attactied  toanf 
individual,  claM,  or  order  of  men.  ll  COUkl  not 
have  been  the  object  of  sueh  an  inairument,  ibat 
while  a  mao  holding  an  office  Bot  exceeding  th% 
value  of  fifty  dollars  should  be  excluded  from  a  Mat 
IB  this  Hoinie,acao(rBOlur  living  on  ihe  fat  of  the 
Innd  hhoald  be  capable  under  the  Cuaslitution  of 
holding  Oflc.  Look  through  the  whole  of  theCoD- 
:'litutiOQ,  and  say  where  aueh  a  privilege  is  to  bt 
foum).  You  flyd  there  the  siogle  principle  of 
repubtican'KHB,  that  he  who  hat  Iba  influeBce  d«- 
rived  from  power  and  money  shall  not  havea  (JacB 
in  the  council  of  the  nation— ibsl  plHoemen  ani 
pensioners  ahall  not  come  on  thia  Boor.  Whila 
thia  principle  scrupulously  excludes  nen  hftldiat 
renpuosible  offices—tneo  known  to  the  whole 
world — shall  it  be  oonstdered  aa  permittiBg  comr 
Iraclors  to  ere^  In  ibruaiih  the  crevices  of  the 
Constitution,  and  devoor  the  goods  of  tbe  peopl«j 
Sueh  a  departure  from  the  apirit,  if  not  from  the 
letter  of  ihe  GunBiltutlon — such  a  gtosa  evaaion  at 
pritici pie— calls  nloud  for  remedy.  Can  a  man 
who  hi>lds  a  eoBiract  for  fifty  or  an  hundred  thov- 
sand  dollaragiveaB  iudepeadeiil  vote OD  this flourl 
If  EO,  why  not  admit  ih«  Chief  Juatica  and  other 
high  officers  under  t  be  <3o  vera  meat  to  a  aaat  berrf 
Is  It  for  any  oiher  reasooi  but  that  the  CoDstita- 
■  ion  wilt  not  permit  the  influance  derivod  front 
office  to  operate  here? 

The  CuDsiiiulion  may  be  tried  by  another  test 
It  was  made  for  the  good  at  the  people  under  it, 
and  not  fur  those  who  adminisier  it.  It  was  never 
intended  lo  be  made  a  job  of,  and  I  hope  ii  never 
will  be  suffered  by  the  people  lu  be  mades  jobof. 
[  think  ii  ia  contrary  to  the  tenor  of  the  CoBstito- 
lion  10  hold  a  plursliiy  of  office.  We  sometima 
since  received  a  p-tiiion  from  a  learned  iosltia- 
lion  to  exempt  books  imported  by  them  from  duty, 
What  did  we  «y  on  that  occasion  7  We  aaid,  no; 
we  cannot  exempt  yon  books  from  dai;.    All 
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toast  aanform  lo  ih«  iam.  Th«re  ii  >•  man  loo 
btgb  or  luo  low  for  thrta.  Tb«  nme  mpasare 
mtut  be  meted  to  alt.  To  my  extreme  surprise,  I 
■ee  ■  praciiee  e*en  more  repugniDt  to  the  spirit  of 
the  CuaistJiuiioD  ihao  a  cuniractor  ^ittioc  la  Coo- 
gressi  Bod  that  is,  an  union  or  ciril  aniTaiilitary 
auiboriif  in  one  penoo — an  union  more  fmal  to  a 
free  naiion  thaii  the  union  of  Bzecutive,  L^tsla- 
tire.  and  Judicial  powers. 

Haring  made  these  remarks,  Mr.  R.  offered  the 
following  rexolutiuna,  which  were  rel'errej]  to  a 
Committee  of  the  whole  House  on  Tuesday  next: 

"  Whereai  it  is  proiided  bj  ths  nxth  wctioo  of  iIm 
ftrst  (jtide  of  ths  Conrtiiatioo.  of  the  United  Stit«, 
that  'no  penon  holding  any  office  under  the  United 
Stale*  ahall  be  a  membu'  of  eitber  Houie  of  Congieas 
during  bi*  continuance  lo  office ;'  thcrerore, 

"  I.  ituahtd.  That  a  contrutor  under  the  OoTaro- 
nent  of  tbe  United  State*  is  an  officer  within  the  par- 
Tiew  and  meaninK  of  the  Conatitnttnii ,  and,  aa  audi,  ia 
incapable  of  holding  a  seat  in  thie  Home. 

"S.  Raohtd,  ThatibeuniDDofaplaralt^or offices 
in  the  penonof  a'Bingla  indiTidnat,  but  mora  e^Moisllj 
of  the  mttilary  with  the  dril  ■atberity,  ia  repugnant  lo 
the  ipirit  of  tbe  CoBMitntion  of  the  United  Slaiea,  and 
lendito  theintreduoingefaa  artnlrarr  Oevanimant. 

"  8.  Raoh«d,  That  prevmon  onglit  to  be  made  kj 
bw  i«  render  anj  offiear  in  lb*  Amy  or  Mavy  of  the 

Unitad  Slate*  incaaa .    .    ~ 
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TuEsDaT,  Febrnarf  25. 

An  engroeaed  bill  to  amend  the  act,  entitled 
"An  act  coBcerniiig  the  Jjibrary  for  the  itse  of 
boib  Houeaa  of  Coogreaa,"  was  lead  (he  third 
time,  aod  passed. 

The  House  prooeeded  to  cootider  the  amend- 
meDt  propost-d  by  the  Senate  to  the  bill  declaring 
the  cunsent  uf  CuogreH  to  an  act  of  the  State  of 
PeDnsylrania,  entitled  ""An  act  la  empower  tbe 
Buard  of  Wardens  for  the  port  of  Philadelphia, 
ta  colleot  a  certain  duty  on  tonnage,  fur  the  pui* 
peaes  therein  raoiiioned:''    Wbereupoa, 

Bfolvtd,  Tliat  thia  Uoum  doth  agiaa  to  the 
said  amendttteat. 

Ordered.  That  tbe  aaid  bill,  with  lb«  amead- 
meat,  be  ragtosatd,  aod  md  the  third  tiae  to- 
■oirow. 

WLITABV  LAND  WARRANTS. 

Hr.  Jaoksoh  called  for  the  bill  to  continue  in 
force  an  aclLentiiled  "An  act  aufborizinif  the 
Secretary  of  War  to  lasue  military  land  warrants, 
and  for  other  purposes."  Tbe  bill  was  gone 
through  with  in  tbe  Committee  of  the  Whole  in 
a  fen  minute*,  and  tbe  Huaie  immediately  look 
it  up.  Afier  dcibatio^  about  one  hour  whether  to 
postpone  or  reoonamil  the  bill 

Mr,  Sloan  said— 1  have  liMeoed  aitenlirely 
lo  the  atgu'nenti>  pro  and  con  relative  lo  a  recom- 
mitment. One  argument  in  favor  ofa  recommti- 
meni,  I  muit  adduce,  which,  I  am  confident,  can 
be cooKidered  no  otherwise  than  conclu>ir<>;  we. 
Were,  la^i  week,  out  of  business,  we  may  he  so 
amini  hut,  by  thus  playing  back  and  forth,  br . 
committiog,  [ecalliiig,aodiecoiiimittiug,  weshall, 


bare  aomethiug  lo  do,  and  keep  out  of  tbe  ef  iU 
of  idleness. 

Ordered,  That  the  aaid  bill,  with  the  amend- 
meat,  be  eiigroaaed,  aqd  read  tbe  third  time  to- 
day. 

DANISH  BRIG  HENRICK. 

Mr.  X  C.  Shith  called  up  the  bill  fur  enabling 
tbe  Preaiilent  to  make  restitution  to  the  Oovera- 
meat  af  Denmark,  fur  the  capture  and  condemua- 
lion  of  tbe  Dani.^h  brigantiue  Heorick  aod  cargo. 
Bhe  had  been  captured  by  a  French  privateer  in 
1799,  aod  soon  after  captured  by  the  American 
armed  ship,  tbe  Pickering,  and  was  eoodeianed 
and  eold,  conmry  to  taw,  it  being  neutral  propr 
ertv. 

Mr.  Smitb  moTed  lo  fiU  the  blank  with  forty 
ihoufiand  dollara. 

Mr.  CaowNiNBBiBLD  oppoaed  the  bill ;  aod  Hr. 
J.  C.  Smith  defended  and  explained.    Pawed  K 


a  third  reading  for 
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INTBHCOUHME  WITH  ST.  DOMINOO. 

Mr.  EaHLT  called  up  the  bill  prohibiting  inKr- 
coumewiih  St.  Domingo. 

Mr.  NioHoLaoN  moved,  (to  try  ihesenseuf  the 
House,  whether  they  really  wish  to  make  the  pro- 
Tiaions  of  the  bill  so  aecnre  as  to  prove  effectval 
in  Slopping  the  intercourse,)  that  tbe  owner  should 
be  bound  in  one  or  more  sufficient  surety  or  sure- 
liee,  to  the  salisfactioB  of  the  collector  of  the  dis- 
trict. If  merchants  aKk  protectian  of  ns,  they 
must  agree  to  such  probibitiooa  and  esadiona  as 
we  propose.  There  are  many  way*  by  which  the 
law  may  be  eluded  )  by  fraud  aod  by  bankruptcy ; 
by  increasing  the  number  of  securities,  and  the 
snm  of  the  bonds,  w«  diminish  ttte  cbanoea  of 
evading  iba  law.  All  our  dispute*  with  other 
couotriet,  (eseept  tbe  detention  of  the  Wesiern 
posts.)  have  sriien  from  our  commeteial  affaire ) 
the  Qovernment  haa  eipended  fifteen  or  twenty 
million  ofdollan,  in  the  erection  and  maiBlenBDce 
of  a  nary  to  support  commerce.  Can  it,  then,  be 
considered  a  hardship  that  Oorernment  should 
demand  ample  security  1  Cannot  the  bunestand 
respectable  merchant  obtain  it  with  ease? 

Mr.  Effeb. — 1  am  opposed  to  the  amendment 
offered  by  the  gentleman  from  Maryland.  No  law 
cag  prereat  the  evaaion  of  our  merchants,  if  they 
are  determined  to  trade  with  the  inhabitants  M 
that  island. 

Mr.  CHowxiHaBiEL,a. — I  am  decidedly  (^poaed 
to  tha  amendment.  'If  the  hill  passes,  aa  1  undei^ 
atand  it,  there  must  b«  a  liability  to  double  ftx- 
feiuire ;  the  veaaal  and  cargo  are  forfeiied,  if  de- 
lected on  their  paaaage  home  from  8l  Domingo, 
and  the  bond  is  alao  forfeited.  The  bill  aa  it  now 
Htand*  will  proee  extremely  burdensome  to  the 
commerce  of  our  country  ;  the  burdens  ere  heavy 
and  Donecesaary.  I  think  I  sh  >nld  vote  fiT  the 
bill  were  it  divested  uftbeburijensameo.iciiona. 
But,  pass  what  law  you  please,  yon  cannot  stop 
the  intercourse  between  cinzens  of  the  (Jolted 
States  and  the  inhabitants  of  St.  Domingo.  If 
they  cannot  trade  directly  from  the  United  States 
they  will  remove  to  some  of  the  West  India 
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ialsDilt  and  eoDiiuue  the  ioiarcourat,  or  the  inter- 
course will  be  eoDtinaed  by  ageat*  in  those 
islands.  Bai,  I  fear  (he  effect  tbe  pissing  this 
Uw  may  have  on  the  itthabitaiits  of  that  isUnd.  I 
fear  that,  Id  the  spirit  of  resentment,  when  they 
hear  of  the  passage  of  this  bill,  they  will  turn  to 
a  narion  of  pjrBtes,asit  respects  us;  aodthatyou 
willFither  be  obliged  to  send  a  fleet  into  the  West 
India  seas,  for  the  proteclioa  of  your  commerce, 
or  he  obliged  to  see  it  sacrificed.  I  know  not  why 
it  is  necessary  for  as,  at  this  time,  to  pass  any  bill 
on  the  subject.  I  know  not  why  Fraoce  should 
wish  such  ■  bill.  Prance  will  herself,  probably, 
be  a  loser  by  its  pasaing.  I  think  we  havea  right 
to  trade  with  the  inhabitants  of  that  island.  Sup- 
pose the  inhabitants  of  Jamaica,  or  the  black  and 
whfte  inhabiianlsof  any  other 

Mr.  Eablt  asked  if  the  gentleman  was  in 
order? 

Mr.  Crown  IN  SHIELD.— Ill  stop  if  the  Speaker 
*o  decides,  or  if  any  gentleman  in  the  Honse 

The  Speaeir.— The  gentleman  will  proceed, 
if  he  pleases. 

Mr.  CROWNiKaaiELD.— Ihadbuta  wordtosay. 
Soppose,  sir,  there  should  be  a  revolt  in  the  EiBat 
Indies,  and  England  should  interdict  our  trade 
with  Calcutta,  with  Madnu.  dbc.,should  weobe^f 
But  I  will  not  enlarge.  I  Mucerely  hope  the  bill 
will  not  pass. 

The  yeas  and  nays  un  the  amendPieDt  were — 
for  it  22,  against  it  95,  as  follows ; 

ViAi— DaTid  Bard,  Brnwell  Binett,  Robert  Brawn, 
John  Cloiboine,  Joseph  Clay,  Matthew  Oiay,  James 
H.  Qameit,  David  Holme*,  John  O.  Jat^Mn,  Michael 
I>ub,  Nicholu  Jt.  Moore,  Jareniali  Monow,  JoMph  H> 
NicholMD,  Thomas  M.  Bandi^h,  J<^  R«a  of  Penn. 
ntvaoia,  Jacob  Richards,  Jobk  SmiHe,  Samuel  Bmith, 
Matthew  Walton,  Jiriut  Whitahill,  Bobart  WlutehlU, 
and  Alexandtr  Witson. 

Nats — Gran  Alexander,  WilUa  Aliton,  Jan.,  Iiaae 
Andeison,  Joseph  Barker,  Geoige  M.  Bedmgei,  Silas 
Bellon,  Bamabas  Bidwell,  Phanuel  Biihop,  William 
BladJedge,  John  Blake,  junior,  Themas  Blount,  Jamas 
M.  Broom,  WiUiam  Butjer,  Levi  Caaey,  John  Chand- 
ler, Martin  Chittenden,  Christopher  Clark,  George 
Clinton,  jjo.,  Frederick  Conrad,  Orchard  Cook,  Leon- 
ard Covingtoa,  Jacob  Cmwninahield,  Richard  Cutti, 
Samunl  W.  Dana,  Ezra  Darby,  John  Dawtoa,  William 
Diokson,  Eliai  Ealle,  Peter  Garlj,  James  Elliot,  Caleb 
Ellis,  Ebeneier  Elmer,  Wilfiam  Ely.  John  W.  Bppea, 
WilluDi  Findlej,  Peterson  Ooodwyn,  Andrew  Gregg, 
bai^  L.  Green,  John  Hanullon,  Seth  Hasttogfa,  David 
Hongh,  James  KeUy,  Thomas  Kenan,  Joae{^  Lewis, 
jnnior,  Hen>7  W.  Ltnngaton,  Matthew  LyDn,I>ancui 
HacFariand,  Patrick  Hagrader.  Robert  Haiton,  Jonah 
Mtstara,  William  McCreai;,  Darid  Meriwether,  Tho- 
mas Moore,  Jonathan  0.  Moselj,  Qnrdon  S.  Mumford, 
Jeremiah  Nelaon,  Thomas  Neman,  jun.,  Gideon  Olin, 
Timothy  Pitkin, Jun.,  John  Pugb,  JoaiabQluncy.JohQ 
Rhea  of  Tennessse,  John  Ruuell,  Peter  Sailly,  Thomas 
Sammons,  Thomas  Sandfoid,  Martin  G.  Schuneman, 
Ebenezer  Snaver,  James  Sloan,  John  Cotton  Smith, 
John  Smith,  Henry  Soutbud,  Thomas  Spalding,  Rich- 
ard Stanford.  Joseph  Stanton,  Willium  Stedmsn,  Lewis 
B.  Starses,  Samuel  Taggart,  Benjamui  Tallmadge, 
Samuel  Tennej,  Daiid  Thomas,  Thomai  W.  Thomp- 


son, Uri  Tiaey,  Philip  Van  CorlUndt,  Killiaa  K.  Tan 
BsoBelaer,  Joseph  B.  Varnum,  Daniel  C.  Verplanek, 
PelegAVadsworth,  Eliphalet  Wickes,  Darid  E.  Wit 
liami,  Marmaduke  WUIianu,  Nathan  Williams,  Ricl^ 
ard  Winn,  and  Thomas  Wynns. 

Mr.  SuiLiE.— Have  we,  or  hare  we  not  a  right 
to  carry  on  trade  with  St.  Domiogo  without  the 
consent  of  France?  That  is  the  question  before 
the  House.  Either  give  up  the  trade,  or  acknow- 
ledge the  independence  of  Hayti.,  I  am  of  opin- 
ion  that,  while  we  acknowledge  the  rights  of 
France  over  thet  island,  that  we  cannot  trade 
with    its    inhabitants    without    the    consent    of 

It  was  moved  that  ibe  bill  be  read  the  third 
time  to-morrow;  which  was  negatived, and  it  was 
ordered  to  be  read  this  day.  The  bill  being  read 
the  third  lime — 

Mr.  McCrcery  opposed  its  passage  in  an  arga- 
ment  of  coo siderahle  length. 

SAx.  Conrad  called  for  the  ayes  and  noeat 
which  were  ordered. 

Mr.  J.  C  Smith  said,  h«  rose  merely  to  express 
his  satisfaction  that  the  ayes  and  noes  were  order- 
ed on  this  question.  I  consider,  said  Mr.  S.,  all 
discussion  of  the  merit*  of  the  bill  as  perfectly 
fraiiles*.  The  rapid  manner  in  Which  it  has  been 
hurried  ibua  far  Ihrongh  the  House,  utterly  pre- 
clndee  all  deliberation,  and  Is  a  sure  prognostic  of 
its  final  passage.  It  ia  a  measure  which  will  great- 
ly embarrass  all  our  foreign  commerce,  and  iTit  is 
to  have  its  intended  efieel,  which  I  muck  doubt, 
because  I  helieVe  its  defective  provisions  will  be 
easily  defeated  or  evaded,  it  must  prove  complete- 
ly ruinous  to  a  lawfill  and  valuable  branch  of  our 
trade.  But,  as  a  measure  of  policy,  I  consider  it 
absolutely  destructive  of  the  bert  ana  dearest  rights 
of' this  country.  Sir.  the  secret  is  out;  theAict 
caniwt  be  eoncealed  inat  this  bill  it  dictated  by  the 
Governmant  of  France.  The  imperioos  mandate 
of  the  French  Minister  is  published  to  the  world } 
and  the  connexion  between  his  orders  and  this  act 
of  obedience  and  submission  will  be  clearly  per- 
ceived and  Qnirersally  ackoowledred.  I  presume 
not  to  arraign  the  motives  of  otner  ^ntlemen; 
they,  doubtless,  have  reasoni  which  jastify  the 
measure  to  themselves.  Indeed,  it  is  impMsible 
their  impressions  can  be  like  mine.  '  For  mytelf, 
I  view  tke  bill,  under  all  its  circa m stances,  as  a 
surrender  of  all  the  right*  of  self-government;  as 
a  sacrifice  of  the  honor  and  independence  of  thu 
nation  upon  the  altar  of  Oallick  despotism.  To 
this  sacrifice  I  never  can,  I  never  will  consent; 
aod  it  it,  therefore,  with  pleasure  I  shall  record 
my  decided  negative  upon  the  Joomal  of  the 
House. 

Mr.  J.  Clat.— We  cannot  trade  with  ihem 
without  acknowledging  their  independence.  If 
gentlemen  are  ready  to  do  this,  I  shall  consider  it 
as  a  E^actifice  on  the  altar  of  black  despotism  and 

Mr.  Dana, — I  rise,  sir,  to  declare  my  approba- 
tion of  the  senlimenis  expressed  by  my  honorable 
colleague.  Mr.  J.  C.Smith. 

This  bill,  from  the  nature  of  its  provision^  I 
cootidet  as  inadequate  to  prevent  the  trade  with 
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Ar  inlanil  of  8i.  Dorafngo.  At  the  iMine  limp, 
eooKJilerinic  the  circonisiinccs  uoder  which  it  Iihs 
bepn  prM>ei)  upon  our  aiiention.  I  riew  it  m  pe- 
eutiirly  exccpi tunable  ID  pnD--ipte,Bnd  as  inrol?- 
ingconnequeoces  which  may  beseTCicly  injariam 
is  praciiee. 

I  (vill  Dot  attempt,  at  this  lime,  In  Riate  the  va- 
rioiu  possible  CDDSi^quences  of  pasgine  the  bill. 
Without  eitimsilD^  Ibe  pri>b«bi[iiy  of  ili.  being 
re^rded  bf  thus'  who  now  rule  in  Haytias  aa 
SCI  of  hosiiliiy  agaiDst  them,  and,  tberefure,  m  a 
cause  foi  their  eirraiHiog  boAiiliiies  -agtHoM  ihia 
country ;  wiibooiiDlitDHtiafiiheiendi-ac^arsnch 
BtiraBUresiD  drive  them  to  attempt  nantitBe cs- 
lerpnaes,  aod  ibua  to  raiM  ap  in  the  W«ft  Ii 


ft  Mack  Algiers,  dininguiBbe  i  bf  acti*iry  artd  fe- 
lOeity  ;  #itbout.p^elle(llingloTlewlllee•t1l^«cqaeDt 
^nger«t0  tbe  property  oTour  merehffaM*nd  the 


black  Algiei 

Mity ;  #itboi 

anger*  10  tbe,     , 
hve*  of  oDF  seamen  i  the  sinj^e  comideriiion  of 
the  circumstances  UD<ter  which  we  are  now  re- 


quired lo  act  upon  this  sulijpcl,  U  auffiuierti  to  de- 
cide my  Tote  BgaiDi<i  the  present  bill,  eren  if  it 
were  otherwise  of  no  mutneni.  Ai  one  of  the 
RepreseDtaiivesorthepeuBleof  iheUaited  State*. 
Ibuld  ii  Bot  my  duty  lo  b>iw  to  tbe  maadaie  of 
any  furaign  Puwer.  la  this  light  I  riew  the  e«m- 
sii«ii««iii>ns  laid  bvfure  the  Svante.  frow  Taltey- 
laad  and  ibe  Kreiieh  Miui~ter  PlrDipotfotiBry. 
Nquiriag  the  ioterdictioa  of  trade  wilb  St.  Do- 
mingo, tuider  the  ordt^r.  of  their  impirial  iQii.->tw. 
Wiiu  Huch  sentiiaems,  it  is  impo>aible  fot  me  to 
be  in  faror  of  the  present  bill. 

Mr.  ItHU.  of  TeBDeasee.—!  deny  that  ihb  bill 
it  the  effect  of  any  requnt  ur  order  of  the  French ; 
it  in  ui  net  uf  juatiee. 

Mr.  CiuiHor.— [t  w«i^  ray  intentioD  to  have  an- 
tered  fully  into  an  examination  of  tbe  principles 
af  ibia  bill,  but,  like  tha  geftileinan  from  Cutinec- 
licui,  I  tleem  mmlf  precluded  from  eZF«ming 
this  purpoHe,  by  tha  temper  and  disp»s(tlon  dia- 
eoTered  by  tbe  Hoom.  Ina  commereial  riew,  it 
wiU  affect  my  particular  cunsiitueats  but  little. 
Tbe  merchanu  orBoatua  hare  beeoconeerDcdia 
this  commerce  to  a  very  limited  degrae  only. 
There  are,  huwever,  pttaciples  in  the  hill  •S'>!ctiBg 
eomawtc  m  I  CO*  T  en  ieace  generally,  which  I  lUiould 
have  deemed  it  my  duly  to  have  conaideKd,  if  the 
nUTM  of  proceedmg  adi^ied  by  tbe  Hou<e,  bad 
■Ot  COD* iDced  me  that  it  waa  not  by  argomeql 
thai  Ibis  btll  wa*  to  be  carrM,9r  cMitd  be  defeated. 
Tbe  bill  was  laid  upon  oitr  tables  yea terdiy.  In 
Mf  an  hour  after,  we  were  called  into  Commit- 
lae  of  tbe  Whale  upon  it,  through  which  ii  passed 
instantly  mtbout  amendmeai.  The  report  of  tbe 
Commiitew  was  immediately  considered,  and  a 
notion  to  pa<tpoBe  for  a  aioale  day  only,  wan  vio- 
leatty  opposed  by  the  genlf'-meii  fro  n  Virginia, 
(Ur.  Eppec)  and  fron  MassBchuaeiK  ^Mr.  Bii>' 
WBLU)  It  la  true,  as  han  beeu  aaid,  thia  aubj<-ct 
bas  bi^en  lung  before  tbe  Senate,  ut  it  is  the  drst 
time  that  I  ever  heard  that  the  memberx  of  thia 
Houae  were  in  duty  bound  to  be  pri-pared  to  act 
immediately  upon  au  im|>ortaDt  queiiiLao,b«c«uiw 
it  had  t>caa  loog  under  the  ouDshleraUon  of  the  . 
Other  branch  M  the  Legiilature.  A,  similar  da- 
iraa  of  baste  aod  dewwaiaaiwn  to  ataaa  (liia  biH 
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tn  it«  final  pa-tsage,  has  been  equally  apjwrent  in 
this  d«y's  debate.  &)nHidaring  the  magnitude  of 
tts  prineipl'S  and  ocosfqueneei,  the  course  adopt- 
ed i^  unprecedenifd.  Uinlef  other  circum*i*nces, 
and  had  lime  hrea  allowed  for  the  inrediigalitin, 
I  Khiwld  have  held  it  my  daiy  tu  bare  sIiowd,  aa 
I  think  ii  [night  be  dcme,  that  our  reairiciions  of 
thisGommirce  ought  to  extend  onlf  lu  military 
apparatus,  aa>l  not  to  the  denial  of  the  ordinary 
npceiwiiies  and  cooreoienceai^life',  that  ihelawa 
of  naiioaa  require  that  we  ahauld  eserciie  a  si  tint 
tieutralKy  between  Praace  and  Hayti ;  and  that  a 
deolataliuu  tif  noo-iutercaurae  wai.  aad  ptubably 
would  be  considered,  by  iha  inbabitaaia  of  ibat 
island,  aa  a  deataraiion  of  war.  But  ofiportunity 
bat, not  br«a  allowi^  for  tke.exaroiDation  reqiua' 
itr  to  the  eaubliabmeit  of  tbe«c  points,  and  tbera 
is  obTiiHisiy  ao  diapoHltion  to  atiend  to  it  were  it 
made.  '  I  hb«1I.  thcrefure,  merely  record  my  nega- 
tive to  the  bill. 

Mr^  &Ltna. — I  know  of  no  foundation  for  the 
deelantttoa,  tba<  this  bill  is  the  eSect  of  aa  order 
froDi  the  iVlinisterof  France.  I  believe  no  socb 
oHhr  wi)uldaff<n(  a  aio^h  mambxr  on  this  fiuur. 
Policy  requires,  our  duir  reqairea.  tbe  pawing  of 
this  bill.  The  sohjsct  has  been  fully  discussed, 
this.and  the  hut  aeasion  ;  ibere  is  no  baste;  it 
gvntleraea  wi^-h  to  amend,  let  ibrir  amendmrota 
beliTOUght  forward;  if  (hey  wish  further  to  di»- 
eum,  the  Hooae  ia  ready  to  liiitea  ;  the  principle 
of  thia  bill  laalccady  tenled.  and  baa  loag  been.  I 
look  notai  conseqaeoera  i  [look  to  what  policy  and 
daiy  require.  We  ommI  offend  Prance  or  Saint 
Domingo;  but  I  »eenot  wby  St. Duiningo  should 
be  up  in-armx  at  the  paiHage  of  this  bill.  1  fear 
the  oSeaoe  of  no  naiian  ;  I  fear  only  doing  wrong 
as  a  maa,  and  as  a  legiatalor;  I  fear  more  tbe 
Qoniequeneea  al  doi  painiag,  than  I  do  of  passing 
this  bill. 

Mr.  EaBLT.— 1  had  hoped  this  bill  would  pasa 
wilhoalaueb  obserraiiOns  as  the  Hanae  baa  beea 
compelled  lo  hear;  I  hitd  hoped  that  tbe  gentle- 
man from  GunnectJouL  (Mr.  SMtra  )  usually  so 
ditiingotKbed  by  (be  urbanky  aad  eorreeineits  of 
tm  deportmeat  in  debate,  would  have  forhurna 
HB«h  expremoos  of  biueroesa  and  wrath.  Bat 
the  gtfDileman  eoald  not  oinii  this  nppotiuoity  of 
oppuatng  the  present  Administration.  The  gen- 
llemaa  who  now  oppuae  tha  bill  were  the  causa 
of  tu  not  being  adop  ed  the  lait  sesnoD.  When 
we  wished  to  pass  this  bill  the  last  session,  ge*~ 
tlemen  who  are  now  trpposed  to  it,  preveoied  ita 
paMaje  by  uyiog  lb«l  ibere  was  no  cauae  fur  it, 
and  we  were  told  to  wait  till  France  should  re- 
monKirete  agntiiit  the  intHrcourse.  Well,  Prance 
has  remotkstraied,  and  now  the  same  gentlemen 
tell  09  not  10  pas>  the  hill,  because  she  has  remon- 
strated. Strange !  Tiiere  may  he  other  grounda 
of  objection'-  to  this  bill,  which  eetilleroen  choose 
not  to  avow.  There  is  a  diKpo^iition,  not  only  in 
this  House,  but  elsewhere— iu  the  public  p'int.'.— 
which  fills  my  mind  with  awe.  Afierall  we  can 
du,  theubjecc«eeins  to  be  tu  draw  down  on  ustha^ 
wiaih  of  other  auvernmeniii.  Look  at  B  aele- 
brat-d  publitoaiion  in  (he  PbiledHpbia  gaKeiiea. 
Wb*t'ia  tha  ubjael  of  tiMt)  «»dwhat  iailwiibjflct 
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now  1  Why,  to  tell  Um  Kvolten  of  St.  Domiogo 
lltal  ibry  tiav«  jnsi  caiue  of  offense  at  of  vu. 

Mr.  lifppBB.— 1  rise  to  express  ray  Bpprobaiiaa 
of  (he  ROTel  maoDer  in  wbicfa  rosae  geDileaiaD 
^■ve  expressed  tbtic  disapprotaiian  of  this  bill. 
A  geDiieiskD  from  Coaoeeiieul  reioieet  to  B«ga-< 
ti«e  tkis  bill ;  aoolher  geatlemao  from  CoDDecii- 
cot  coiocides  wtib  btm,  aod  a  geBilemM  frotn 
UasBaebuseilspeffeoilytifTeeB  with  him. 

Erery  oatioD,  wbeo  iigiited,  has  a  riffbt  to  de- 
inaad  redress.  Has  Dot  France,  thai,  tEia  right  7 
Sane  gentlenen  would  dM  late  St-DonincDfrM; 
if  atygepUemanfaatborssueh  BeMinDeitsTet  hioa 
oanae  forward  boldly  aod  dtclBre  iL  la  s«Mh  aasC) 
h^  would. aorer  biiDBelf  Witib.dotestalioB.  A  syt' 
ttm  that  would  hing  utanwdiaie  obd  horrlM*  de- 
•Intotioii  on  I  he  fairest  porttoa  of  Amefioa. 

Hr.  Ri.Y.— The  amonnl  of  the  mde,  and  the 
oxut  sitttalionof  thi*eouBtry,  Ikndwlitda  of  till 
yesterday.  I  have  attended  to  Ih*  obserraiioni 
tUt  hav*  been  made ;  but  I  bavb  scarcely  hoard 
my  reason  given  why  thl«  bill  should  Ik  -[Mned, 
Henees  lam  indibed  toibiok  that  reaun  had  lit" 
tie  todoio  the  busineH,  UDlassihey  arc  secret  rear- 
BDDS.  1  wish  for  reasons  for  passing  the  bill ;  but 
the  diaeuisic»i  has    oaly  afforded 


can  no  longer  hold  ihem,  has  that  baiion  any 
fight  to  call  on  UK  to  iiarve  them  ont  j  to  starve 
these. people  into  sabjeetioo  to  tbat  Power  1  Qeit- 
tlcmen  have  said  thai  We  wish  war.  I  trtnt  not. 
llore  a  clear  iky.  gtmd  lodts,  aod  pleaaatti  ftA- 
ibgSL  ]  love  peace,  andwiih  it  as  much  at  any 
nntltman  in  the  House.  It  ii  sugmied)  and  1 
bar  too  tmly.  that  these  people,  nidb,  nntntored 
■one  of  naive,  Bred  with  the  fiiU  fdree  of<the  lua 
taUtmta,  when  they  eome  to  hear  «f  ibis  bill,  wtU 
arm,  harass,  and  will  swartn  round  onr  West  In- 
dia Iradei  and  (has  injure  one  fotrlh  -of  our  coto- 
BtTos.  1  dcnf  the  righi  of  the  Preach  to  dictate 
u  has  been  done.  I  deny  tbe  neeettitr  or  polioy< 
of  yielding  te  the  orders  of  the  French  Minister. 
Hr.  Shiliii.-— I  deny  that  thcinfafabitaBtsof  St. 
Domniga  are  a  nalios.  Has  tfacUnited  Stata^  or 
«ay  other  mtiott,  adcDivwIedged' Aeraaol  No, 
How,  then,  are  they  to  he  conladered  other  than  « 
part  of  Fraoee  ? 

The  bill  paiHd—yeu  93,  nays  96,88  fMlows: 
YsM— Bna  Alauadnt  Wilha  Alaton,  Jan.,  bua 
AadcnM.  David  Baid,  JoMfh  Hwfcei^  BtoW^  Ba» 
edniBaT,  BfmabM  BidweU,  PhMnd 
llB^edfl«kJohB'Blak*.jua.,  I^obrm 
[awn.JaliD  Boylo,  Williaw  BmlM, 
pbdl,  Levi  Cwubj,  John  Chuidler, 
Ihriibiphei  Ctaj-fc,  Jaiepb  Claj,  Mat- 
Clintottijnn.,  Predericlc  Contsd,  Or- 
srd  Covington,  SichaTd  Cutts,  Elra 
■on,  Wiriiam  Dickson,  Eliss  Eule, 
mor  Elmer,  John  W.  Eppes,  Wil- 
nes  FiBk,  lahn  Fonler,  Janet  M.' 
Ooodwyn,  Edwin  Omy,  Issfsh  h. 

, By,  John  Hamilton,  WllJiam  HelmS, 

David  HAtmea,  httti  O.  Jackson,  Wsltel-  Jones.  James 
Heltf,  Thdtms  Kenan,  Miebeel  Leib,  Ihincan  M«o- 
ravlind,  Patrick  Maunder,  Robert  Maitoa,  Joeiah 
JhnUMPj  Pheid  MMJliMlhLr,  WJAelM  j>.  liiM(«,!Fh^ 


mM  Moore,  JaMnkdi  Morton,  Jdkn  Hctrow,  Qntdo» 
a.  MamfoTd,  Thomas  Nantoo,  Jan.,  Gideon  OUn,  John 
Pu^Tbamw  H.,.Baiulol^  John  Kea  of  Pennsil- 
vania,  John  Rhea  of  Tenneqee,  Jacob  Bichaida,  Jciin 
Runell,  Thomss  Suomons,  Thomas  Sandlbrd,  Martin 
O.  Schnneman,  Ebeneier  8e«.ver,  James  Sloan,  JcAa 
Smilte,  John  Smith,  Bnmuel  Smith,  Heni;  Southud, 
llioiiiBs  Spalding  Richard  Stanford,  Joseph  Sunton, 
David  Thomas,  Uii  Tracy,  Joseph  B.  Tarnnia,  Mat- 
thew Walton,  John  Whitithill,  Robert  Whitebm,  EHpb- 
alet  Wickea,  Daiid  R.  Williams,  MarmsduVe  WiUiiue, 
IfaOian  WtlliHms,  Alexander  WUsOn,  Rtcbaid  Wiu^ 
and  Tltamaa  WjUHs. 

MiTB  — Bilta  Bett^n,  Martin  CHtleodea,  HM« 
Otominshiatd,  BsmaM  W.  Dtua,  Jtiu  Bmamattit,  jb, 
James  Bmai,Cdeb  BlUa,  WiUiaai  Vlj,  Brtli  HastiDn 
David  Hai«h,  He^  W.  Ltrincston.  MaMUen  Lfeli, 
William  HoCreerv,  Jeranifth  Nelaoq,  Timothy  Pilkisi, 
junior,  Jonah  Quiaeyt  John  Cotton  Sssith,  WilUaM 
Sledman,  Lenis  B.  Sturfes,  Samuel  TagS*^  Baqi*< 
Tallmadfe,  Sunust  Tenn^,  Thomsa  W.  ThomB> 

KilUsu  K.  Van  Beunelaw,  l)uuel  C.  VeiplauEkr 

and  Paleg  Wadiwoith. 

WtDitBBM.T,  Febnhry  90. 
D  «Bgrossed  bill  ta  contlDtle  m  forc«a«  trtti 
entitled  "  An  ai^t  to  sucilorize  tb«  Beeretai y  of 
War  to  iune  military  !a«d  mrraDtB,aad  DvotiMr 
purposes,"  was  tesd  the  third  thne.  and  the  MH 
reeommiiled  to  a  Coeamitieeof  (he  Whola  im- 
mediately.  The  Houee  acoorAagly  re*o(v«d  it^ 
wirimolheeaid  commitioe;  and, after  aonM  tim« 
spent  therein,  tbe  Commiltce  repotted  an  a«ieni>- 
meet  thereto,  wiikh  waa  twtoe  read  «ad  agreed 
to  by  the  House. 

Ordered,  That  tbe  said  amendmelit  ha  90.*- 
gtoaei,  aad,  together  with  (he  bill,  r«ad  the  tUrd 
lime  this  day. 

Mt.  BlnwBLL,ftom  tbecommine«  nppeiaMd  ob 
the  iwentyeeo^md  of  Janutry  het,  pre»*t*a  % 
bill  prescrrbing  tbeefibet  in  eaob  State  at  the  »»■ 
oords  of  judgmBBt*  sad  deerMs  of  the  conns  of 
record  ef^v^ryiotbef  Stow  (Whi«h  was  Ibefi  reail 
twic»,  and  eommilMd  lo  a  Cbmmittee  Af  Ai 
Whole  on  Friday  neiU. 

TtM  House  proeetded  tft  consider  the  ameodi- 
ment  prtipoa^d  bv  tbe  ScuM  to  the  bill,  entithd 
'■An  act  for  altenngthe  tim«  for<he(d<ng  the  Git>- 
onft  GdOrt  i»  tht  distil  of  Nonh  Cairolivai** 
WhcrenpoA, 

ffesolMtf,  TbMthisH»«Be4o^netotb«aaia 
amendmern  with  an  httwafciettl. 

An  engrosaed  biUenabHDg'fhe  PMndeotirf'** 
United  fiiaiefe  to  loalM  teMilMlon  to  the  Oovertt^ 
ment  oTDenmark,  R*  tM  aapinrensd  eond«mD»- 
ttoB  of  the  Daniih  brigantiae  called  the  Heariefc. 
and  her  oBrgo,«ii8  then  iMdtte  third  titiie,att« 
passed. 

Oa  a  mottoB  made  lad  te«oad«d  thai  ine  Hcntw 
do  come  to  the  fbtlowing  Tes<^tioti : 

fletofoed.  That  — —  doltars  oagit  to  be  wfWoprtsteJ! 
ont  of  any  money  in  tbe  Tresswry  not  o^erwise  ap- 
propmted,  for  the  immediMe  relief  Of  Peter  LendA 
lateaoapMinofoneoftfaeamed  veMslsoftbe  United 
States,  OB  aooMn*  of  hU  claim  M  priM  noaay  aecnx 
ing  &«m  the  osfiiure*  made  and  carried  into  Bergei^ 
in  ih»'j»m-«m  DHoaand  anw  Imadmd  and  aeea^;: 


-'S" 


sa 
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Btmnitui  t^f  Duiita. 


H.  opR, 


DIM  I  wtiqk  «wb«ll  b«  dBd«ct«d  6am  tiia  proportiDii 
of  ika  [ulte  otBatfi  nbich  b«;  ba  jmocsiwl  &did  the 
DtMih  OqMiMiMBt  ill  MlidKtioiii  of  thfl  cUia  xfoce- 
«i<L 

Ordtnd;  Ttaa  the  Mii  rMotnlitNl  be  raCerrcd 
to  H>e  emsHl«rall0B  of «  OonmiMe»tf  the  WtMJe 
thh  <iav. 

Tbe  HiKise  McordheV  reaolwd  itMH*  into  the 
Mfd  CommiEtcf,  Knd  aiter  some  time  speM  ifaere- 
ip,  the  Committee  rase  and  reported  lo  (he  Home 
tbeir  agrecmeqt  to  the  same-    Whrnapoif, 

fteiolted.  That  this  House  do  u^ree  with  the 
Cot^miilee  or  the  whole  House  In  their  agree- 
iveat  tp  the  i^id.  resalytioQ. 

Ordered,  Ihu.  a  iM,  ar-bUli,  lie  btoughl  in 
pursuaai  thereto;  ud  that  the  Cocamittee  of. 
Claims  do  prepare  and  bring  in  the  same. 

A  message  uorn  the  Senate  iaforiaed  the  Hoaw 
that  the  Seaale  hare  passed  a  rwolulion  appgint- 
ih^  a  committee,  jointly,  with  a  committee  u>  be 
appointed  on  the  part  of  the  House  of  R^present- 
atives,  for  the  purpoMs  exptesled'ia  the"  Act  I'oi 
tb«  further  Nippon  of*  libtuj." 

Tile  House  leKjred  itself  iaiOA  Conunillee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  sent  from  the  Senate,  enti- 
tled "  Ad  act  to  repikle  the  laying  out  end  mak- 
ipg  A  rmd  i/MD  Cu|nb«rlaa<l,  in  iha  Stale  of 
Uaryjaord  [&lhe  Slate  of  Ohiu."  The  bill  was 
nrpcKted  wiitt  sereial  amaadmsBls  thereto. 

nemaeiON  or  DDnsa. 

Mr.  Crowminshibld.  from  the  Committee  of 
Coratnerceand  Haoufacluree,  having  ooaaidered 
the  peiftfott  of  Tristram  Hussef,  of  the  bhind  of 
nautftckeyin  the  State  of  Massachtnells,  madi 
the  following  report 

The  petitieiMt,  wUh 
■nekamtH,  of  NuUifika^  wwe, 
«rs  of  the  ship  UniiHi.    This  tMBcEhss  Eteen,  for  some 
Ipne  fast,  cn^ajed  in  the  nhaling  biuineas,  with  an 
American  muter  anil  crew,  regularly  docamented  ai 
il  of  the  United  Stawe,    lu  the  *i       ■"" 


collected  on  articles  of  the  growth,  nroduce,  or  maiin- 
facture,  of  the  United  Sutesi  uid,  wheroTer  an;  Amer- 
ican ertide*  hnve  been  returned  from  foreign  countries, 
tbe  duty  is  believed  to  have  been  invariably  remitted, 
or  rather  none  has  ever  been  demandod-  Codfisb* 
taken  bj  American  dshermrn,  in  Ametiran  vessels,  ere 
not  chargeable  with  daty,  whether  imported  in  the  ves- 
■el  in  whidi  the)'  were  caught,  or  on  any  other  Ameri- 
can bettoin ;  rarely,  then,  oil  of  the  American  fisherie*  < 
mnst  be  entitled  to  a  sHnilai  eiemptian  ftmn  doty. 
"ne  ««nnnitle*  iM  of  Minieti  that  Gongnaa  ought  to 
rebewe  the  psIitkHMn  tem  the  payment  <rf 
chai|e4  W  am,  witbooi  tha  aniheste  <a  la 
rsMitt  aad  they  keg  leave  t*  aatatttthft 


e  paeas^  to  the  Bruib,  aiid  before  they  arriTed  at. 
the  Cape  de  Ten]  Mends,  they  obtained  eight  caaki  or 
roennaeeti  oil,  and  sent  the  same  to  New  Yotl  in  sa 
omerlcsD  vesseL  ne  cofleetot  difrged  Mnreuly-two 
delloB  aAd  ftfteen  eenta  dnty  on  the  oil,  notttithitand- 
iag  it  was  tke  pToduoe  ol  Aoerioaa-Mwrisa.  Vpen  a 
■eacnd  vajSLge  la  the  saBie  sUp,  in  the  fbllowing  Mat, 
thej  pnxMived  t«i«aty>asveB  cwltaof  oil,  .fima  Mialea 
tihen  «n  tka  peisagny  aifar  to  fuing  Ike  Oapa  de 
Verd  Iilrnds,  andshippsd  Ae  kMi»ahain  anAmm- 
««&  boUom.  to  New  VoA,  when  l)w-««dW«*H  a^ta 
deaieodad  at  AMj  on  its  inpmCMioih  and  thay  wara 
eW)(ed  to  paj  a  fiidher  sum  of  three  bnndred  and 
tVantj-tbie*  detlan  aad  tweuty-  ~ 


UnioO]  and  pat  on  board  American  seieels ;  and 
proof  exhibited  to  the  committee  is  incontestable  (bat 
It  was  the  i^uce  of  the  American  whale  fishery. 
The,  collector  of  New  TorlL  might,  with  eqnal  pro- 
firiety,  have  charged  a  dnty  on  the  whole  cargo  of  oil 
nportcd  In  the  Union,  bad  she  entered  at  that  pen, 
as  in  the  two  cbk«  ander  conitderation.  It  appears 
•hat  American  oil  cannot  be  eqbject  to  any  dnty  what- 
•*ar.  There  is  no  law  known  to  the  committee  that 
mm  W  <ta»hsaija  a  Mmilty  abiagi    tta  Aa*jt»a  be 


Sm^^td,  That  the  jw^er  af  the  petitia/vr  ia  Tea- 
son  aUt^  and  eaghl  to  be  gmite4  , 

The  mportwas  leferrad  W  ^e  ConauHeacf 
the  Whole  u 


THDBsnaT,  February  S7. 

The  Sp&AKBB  laid  before  the  House  x  letter 
f>>om  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  transmitting 
a  report  of  the  Commissioners  for  the  district 
east  of  Pearl  river,  of  Btjtish  grai9t«  for  land*  If- 
ing  in  the  said  district,  pursuant  to  the  prorisioas 
of  the  BCFeath  secijoa  of  the  act,  eatitled  "  An  act 
regulating  the  graais  pf  Wad,  and  nroividiiif  for 
the  diapoual  of  the  lands  of  the  United  States 
south  of  the  State  of  Tennessee  i"  which  were 
read,  and  acderad  to  be  leierrod  to  the  Comailiee 
on  the  Fablio  Lands. 
Oa  motion,  it  vas 

Jt^olvtd,  That  a  eommittae  ba  appointed  to 
coasider  the  expedieDcy  of  amending  the  laniel- 
atiie  lo  paieoia  for  inrentiiHis  or  disttoveiies  in 
the.wefijj  srto;  wd  to  report  thneoo  bybiUjOr 
otherwise. 

Ordered,  That  Messrs.  Daju,  Fia«,  SpaLDino, 

LEZANDEH,  and  Smilie,  be  appointed  a  com- 
mittee pursuant  to  the  said  reaomtfon. 

A  petition  of  sundry  inhabitsnis  of  the  Tetri- 
tory  of  Loueiana  was  preseMed  to  the  House  aod 
read,  praying  that  such  of  then  as  ha4  fettili«s, 
V  actual  iahahitants  of  the  nid  TentvoiT, 
before  the  SDth  of  Decembtr,  18^  naf 
hare  granted  to  lhem,Tespeciive^,a  tmet  of  hiBd 
of  Me  luta  espial*,  Wgether  with  (ltausDkl«UaV- 
awM  graosol  to  the  iHle  and  fitmily  ef  each  •>»• 
tW)  Bocordlng  to  theiMLgte  uid  eMMma  bevMo- 
fate  established  in  the  aaitf  Territacr. 

Also,  a  Mtitkift  of  sBDdff  inbaMaMa  of  tbe 
dfMrict  of  vincennee,  in  Ae  Indtana  Territory, 
praying,  fbr  the  reasons  therein  set  fojth,  that  ftir- 
ther  lime  may  be  allowed  to  them  for'fitiug  no- 
tices, and  may  Dg  proofs  of  claims  to  lands  within 
'  esaid  district. 

Ordered,  That  lbs  said  petitions  be  severally  , 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  Crowhinsbield,  from  the  Comi^ittee  of 
Commeice  and  Manufactures^  who  were  directed 
by  a  resolution  of  the  Housci  of  the  fifth  insiant, 
"to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  aoihnrizitig 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  cause  a  survey 
to  be  tnade  of  the  shnab  of  Cape  Uaiteias,  Cap* 
fi*"''™",  and  [he  Frfiog  Pas^"  nsda  a  icfioii 
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tlierron ;  which  was  rpad,  and  ordered  to  lie  on 
theiBilF. 

Mr.  CnowiNaffiELD,  from  the  snme  commiiiec, 
prpsFoted  a  bill  direcling  ibe  SecrHiary  of  ih>- 
Ttea^iury  lo  oiuse  the  coast  of  North  Csrulina, 
bemeen  Cape  Haileras  and  Cape  Fear,  lo  besur- 
Teved ;  whicn  wap  rend  mice  and  coini»iii«d  to 
ft  C«rami[te«  of  the  Wholf  on  Munilay  nt-iL 

An  engroued  bill  to  coDlinue  in  force  an  act, 
«nlr(led  "An  act  to  aulhorize  the  Sfcrrlarj  of 
War  to  iKXue  military  land  warranlH,aDd  for  other 
i,"  na*  read  the  third  time. 
\  W.  Campbell,  from  the 
whom  were  referred,  on  the  tenth  of  Detember 
\m»X.  ibe  petition  of  the  LrKiHlati^e  Council  of 
the  Territory  of  Orlean*  ;  and!  on  the  third  ultimo, 
a  memorial  of  the  Hoo&e  of  Represematicea  of 
the  said  Territory,  made  a  report  thereon.  In  part, 
which  was  md,  and  ordered  tu  be  referr  d  lo  a 
Commilti'e  of  ibe  Whole  H^>u»e  on  Munday  next. 

The  Hooie proceeded  tocoo-<ider ihereaulotion 
of  the  Senate  appointing  a  commiiiee,  jointly 
with  a  ecmmiiter  to  be  afipoinied  on  the  part  of 
the  House  of  Rppre^enlatiTes,  fur  Ibe  purposes 
fxpres!u>d  in  the  "act  for  ibe  further  support  of  a 
library :"  Whereupon 

Reioleed.  That  this  Houiv  doth  agree  lo  the 
Slid  renilutioD,  and  that  Mr.  Jose pb  Clat.  Hx. 
T.  M.  RxRDOLPB,  and  Mr.  Daha,  be  appointed  a 

The  HouHe  reiulved  itwlf  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  od  the  bill  renioTine  ibv  liniiiaiion  of 
the  right  of  huffrage  in  the  Mii«i»sip]ii  Territory, 
and  empnnerin^  ihe  Legi^laitire  thereof  lo  iu- 
creNM  thv  numberof  EtepreseHlative*  iit  the  0<'I) 
eral  Aiisembly  bf  a  given  rniio  to  that  of  electon'  i 
■ad,  after  twme  time  spent  ihewio,  the  Committee 
rose,  end  h?d  leave  to  sit  again. 

IMPOBTATION  OF  8LAVE8. 

An  engroued  bill  for  imposing  a  lax  of 
doilara  on  all  sIbvm  hereafter  imported  into  the 
Uniied  Siaten,  was  read  the  third  time. 

A  moiion  was  made,  and  the  question  beii 
nut,  that  ilie  farther  oonsidfraiioD  of  the  said  bill 
De  iMsiponpd  indi-finitrly,  it  passed  in  the  nega- 
tive—yeas  43,  nays  69,  as  follows : 

Ta**— Willi*  Atiton,  jr..  OMTve  M.  'Btd'utgn,  Silas 
BeUon,  Phanael  Bishop,  WUImd  BlscUedsm  Tkomas 
Blount.  WilUiam  Bntler,  John  Campbell,  Levi  CaHj, 
Martin  ChitUoden,  Cbriatopher  Cbrk.  Matthen  Clay, 
Jacob  CrowBiMhield,  BubimI  W.  Dabs,  John  Dbtoo- 
port,  jr..  Eliaa  £arle,  Peter  Earlj,  JamM  Elliot,  Uslab 
EUia,  Edwin  Gray,  John  O.  Jackson,  Thomas  Keoan, 
Dnncan  MacFarlaad,  Robert  Marion,  Jmiah  Masters, 
William  McCreerj,  DaTid  Meriwethsr,  Thomas  Moore, 
Gordon  8.  Muinford.  Timothj  Pilkln,  jr..  John  iUn- 
dolph,John  Rhea  of  TenneHee,ThoniBiSandlbrd,  John 


Bicban)  Winn,  and  Thomas  W71 

NiTi — Evan  Aleiander,  Isaac  Anderson,  Jos.  Bar- 
ker, Borwell  Baasett,  Barnabas  Bidwrll.  John  Blake, 
jr..  Robert  Brown,  John  Chandler,  John  Ctaibome, 
Joseph  Ola;,  Frederick  Conrad.  Lennard  Covington, 
Hidiud  Catts,  Bara  DaTbr.  William  Dirksm.  Ebenr- 
a«£ba«(,  WilUamSl;,  William  FindJej.JanMsFiak, 


Charles  OHdabo7on|h,  Petsrson  OoodwyH,  Andrew 
Grrgj.  Isaiah  L.  Green,  Silas  Halsrj.  Jolm  Hamilton, 
3eth  Haminsa,  William  Nelns,  David  Holmes,  Daitd 
Hoagh.  Waller  Jonrs.  Nebemiab  Knight.  Micbad 
Leib,  Joseph  Lewis,  jr.,  Matthew  Lyon.  Patrick  Ua- 
~  \i,  Nidiaiss  R.  Moore,  Jeremi^  Morrow.  John 
iw,  Jonathan  O.  Mocelev,  Jeremish  Nelun, 
las  Newton,  jr.,  Joseph  H.  Nicholwin,  Gidmn 
Olio,  John  Rea  of  PenoajlvaniB,  Jacob  Richanli,  John 
luaaall,  Peter  Bsillj,  Thomas  Simmon*.  Eben«er8ea- 
'er.  Jamw  ttloan.  John  Smilie,  John  Smith,  Samuel 
Smith.  Henry  Southard,  Richard  Stanford,  Joiepb 
tttsnion,  LewU  B.  Sturgea,  Brnjamin  Tallmadgr,  Darid 
Thomoi,  Philip  R.  Thompson.  Uri  Tracy,  Philip  Van 
Cortlandt,  Joseph  B.  Vamom,  Feleg  Wadaworth,  John 
Whitehill,  Robert  WhitAill.  Bliphalet  Wickes,  Nathan 
WUliams,  and  Aleiander  Wilson. 
On  mutioo, 
Ordered,  That  ihe  said  bill  be  recommiited  to 
Mr.  Sloan.  Mr.  Fisk.  Mr.  Eppea.  Mr.  Qdinct, 
Mr.  J.  C.  3H1TI1,  Mr.J.CLAV,  andMr.  MAHtoN. 
PfUZB  MONBr.  , 
A  bill  for  the  reiief  of  Peter  Lnndais  was  ivad 
a  first,  second,  and  third  time,  and  pasaed.    Tha 

E'titiooer  rlaimed  prize  m  >ney  due  him  in  1799; 
is  clarinwas  upward  offlSOOD. 
Mr.  Smith,  who  reported  the  bill,  stated  that 
he  believed  the  prtitiuoer  at  present  wished  but  a 
part  of  Ihe  vum  due  h>ra ;  and  he  w<ialj  thank 
any  gentleman  to  name  a  sum  with  which  to  fill 
the  blank. 

Mr.  NiCBOLaoK  gave  a  very  affecting  state- 
ment of  the  petiiiiiner'<  situation,  a ud  moved  to 
Gil  ihe  blank  will)  96.000.    It  was  so  filled  with- 

JOURNALS  OF  CONGRESS. 

Mr.  Clat  called  for  the  reaoluiion  lu  purchMB 
one  hundred  and  thiny  seta  o(  Folwf(l'»  edi> 
lioD  of  the  Juuroalt  of  Congress  under  the  Con- 
federation. 

Mr,  jACKaow.— I  do  not  perceive  that  these 
Journals  are  wore  valuable,  in  a  political  view,  or 
more  necessary  for  member"  of  Congress,  tliaa 
many  oiher  worko  itiat  could  be  meiiiii)oed.  I 
see  not  why  the  laws  of  Cungress.  or  the  Uwa  of 
nations,  highly  valuable  and  necessary  treatises, 
should  not  claim  a  place  in  piiint  of  uiility  a« 
sooB  as  the  Journalit  of  the  Old  CoogresK.  1  an 
opposed  to  ihe  reaulution,  doi  00  aocnuni  of  (b« 
saro.  but  from  my  dislike  of  the  principle.  You 
may  as  well  take  so  mueh  inonFjr  from  the  Tn-a^ 
ury,  and  purchaf«  what  books  you  please.  Tber« 
I're  msD*  new  membees  in  thia  House,  who  ara 
interested ;  the  books  are  for  the  new  members  of 
this  and  succeeding  CongrraseH.  I  have  aome 
doubts  of  the  propriety  of  their  voting. 

Mr.  Lrib. — The  new  members  are  inlerenred; 
so  also  were  the  members  who  have  heretiifore 
voted  fur  Ihe  purchase  of  these  Jiarnalsfor  ihem- 
selvfn,  1  received  when  [  ber^amea  member  of 
this  Hiiuse,  a  set  of  iheM-  Journals;  I  wish  those 
who  come  after  me  may  bI>o  recfive  them.  I 
would  mete  to  others  tbe  measure  that  is  meted  to 
me. 

Mr.  Aunoa,— Dui  ptedeeanon  ban  not  all 


rzPcbyCOO^IC 


mSTORT  OF  CONGRESS. 


FBaaoART  1 


JaamaUof  CongreM. 


H.  ofR. 


IT  mem- 


been  ruraixhed  with  ih^K  Juurnnh.  Perbapiihi 
rMuluiiuQ  is  JDt'Ddt^  to  Tavor  some  primer,  who 
h*3  these  Tolumes,  and  Gads  it  difficult  lo  dispos 

Mr-TALLMADQE.— There  ire  3)0 copies  or  Ibese 
JuurntU  Duw  in  the  Library. 

Hr.  Leib. — Tbe»e.  1  pretuine,  are  for  ibe  use  of 
the  membera  wbile  here. 

Mr.  Blount.— Tbejr  are  for  the  use  of  membeTs 
here ;  ber*  (bey  are  wacied.  I  can  sea  no  ju9t 
tille  ibat  meiuhcrs  can  bare  to  lake  home  ibese 
Junmals,  more  than  any  other  books  they  may 
ivith  to  read  or  to  possess. 

Mr.  Jacuon.— Why  not  aUo  deli7er  ever) 
iww  member  copies  ot  tbe  proceedings  of  Coo- 
(re&s,  acd  the  laws,  since  tbe  coitimeDcenieiit  of 
ibe  preseDt  GoostiturioD  "i  Tiiere  are  three  hun- 
dred sets  of  these  rolumes  in  the  Library,  for  ibe 
nae  of  members.  Al  the  commencement  of  a 
■essiotk  any  member  can  take  out  a  set,  take  ihera 
lo  hia  lodging:!,  keep  ihem  during  the  sessiun,  and 
return  tbem  al  its  close.  This  has  been  my  piac- 
tiee. 

Mr.  NtcnoLSOM. — I  observe 
bers  disinclined  to  vote  on  ihi 
I  wa«a  new  member,  I  voted  io  favor  of  a  limilar 
lesofutiuQ  with  great  readiness.  I  consider  theKe 
Journals  as  the  best  volumes  in  my  library.  I 
wisb  8  greater  extension  to  tbe  circnlstioa  of 
thtve  volumes.  Let  the  events  of  those  times  be 
more  fully  krtowo,  and  remembered,  that  they  may 
.  be  handed  down  lo  po^le^ity.  I  fear  we  are  lor- 
getting  those  limesj  we  are  forgetting  tbe  occur- 
rences of  those  days ;  and,  sir,  forgetting  the  great 
ptioeiples  which  governed  the  Revolution.  Lei 
Qs  bring  back  those  principles.  Ha/d,  distressing, 
iitdeed,  were  ibose  limes;  tiroes  they  t>uly  were 
in  which  the  souls  of  men  were  tried.  Such  may 
I  never  see  again  ;  but,  would  to  God  !  could  dis- 
cover 8  return  of  the  great  and  eicelleut  princi- 
ple! that  reigneJ  in  those  dsyt. 

Mt,  Jacilsok. — I  rtie  10  make  some  remarks  iu 
reply  Id  the  gentleman  from  Maryland. 

Mr.  NccROLSOH.— Will  the  gentleman  suSer 
me  to  explain'?  In  my  observations  I  had  no 
reference  whatever  to  tbe  gentlemaa  from  Virgi- 
Bia,  nor  lo  hix  arguments.  . 

Mr.  Jackson. — I  am  eilremeiy  sorry  that,  IQ 
the  couTBeof  my  remarks,  1  should  ever  be  obliged 
to  lake  notice  of  the  ^e    '  "        •'      '      ' 

or  of  hit  arguments ;  it 
bear  him. 

Mr.  NicapLsoH. — I  much  regret  that  anything 
which  I  may  have  said  should  have  giveo  rise  to 
aach  ebullition  of  wrath  as  has  been  exhibited  by 
thegeailemaa  from  Virginia.  I  am  not  desirous 
of  c^lainins;  that  gen  tlvtusn's  respect;  if  I  wished 
il,  I  might  court  it  by  pursuing  a  line  cif  conduct 
like  his.  t  might  thuii  obiatD  his  respect ;  but  I 
prefer  thepurbnit  of  my  own  ways,  that  Imay  be 
able  to  reipeet  myself. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  called.  Tb«  yeas 
irere  76— aays  31,  as  follows : 

YiAs— -Evan  Alaiandsr,  Willit  Alston,  jon.,  laaac 
A ndcnon,  Joseph  Bsrkat,  GcoTge  M.  Bedingei,  8il** 
BcttOD,   BanuOiaa  BidwaU,   Phamiel    Biilwii,   Jabn 


Ibe  gentleman  from  Maryland, 
Its ;  It  is  not  from  any  r«s^ct  1 


Blake,  jnn..  James  M.  Broom.  Robert  Brown.  John 
Campliell,  Levi  Csm;,  John  Chandler,  John  Clsibome, 
Chris.  Clark,  Joseph  (;laj.  G.  Clinton, Jan.,  Fred.  Con- 
rad, OrchsTd  Cook,  Jacob  CroHninibietd,  John  Dav- 
enport. >!□.,  Elisi  Earle.  Peter  Early,  Caleb  Ellis,  Eb- 
eneur  Elmer,  William  Ely,  William  Ftndley.  Jamea 
Pisk,  Sdas  Halsey,  8etb  Hirtinga,  David  BoIm««^ 
Waher  Jones,  Jimea  Kelly,  Nehcniah  Knight,  Mi- 
chael Leib,  Joseph  Lewu,  Junior,  Matthew  Lyoo,  Fat- 
rick  Migruiler,  Joaiab  Masters,  William  McCreerj,  D^ 
vid  Meriwether,  Nicholas  R.  Moore,  Tfaoma*  Mowe, 
Jooathan  O.  Mosaly.  Qnrdoa  8.  Momfbrd,  Jatemiah 
NelaM,  Tbomaa  Newton,  jnn.,  Joas]^  U.  Kicbolaon,. 
Timothy  Pitlcin,  junior.  Josiah  Quint^,  John  Kea  of 
Pannaytvania,  John  Kbea  of  TeaocBee.  J  acob  Rich- 
ards. John  Rusaell,  Thomu  Sandford,  Martin  Q,. 
Scbuneman,  John  Smilte,  John  Couon  Smith,  John 
Bmith,  Henry  Southsrd,  Richard  Stanford,  Witlian 
Btedman.  Lewie  B.  Slurges,  Samuel  Taggart,  Benja- 
min Tallmsdge,  Samuel  Tennev,  David  Thomas,  Phi- 
lip R.  Thompmn,  Thomas  W.  ThompMn,  irii  Tracy, 
Philip  Van  Cortlandt,  John  WhitehUI,  Eiiphalat 
Wickea,  Alexander  Wtlun,  and  Thomaa  Wynne. 

NiTO—Burwell  Bassett,  William  Blacktedge,  Tho> 
mi*  Blount,  William  Butler,  Martin  Chittenden, 
Leonard  Covington,  Ricbard  Cutti,  William  Dickson, 
James  Elliot,  Jameh  M.  Gamett,  Peteraon  Goodwyn, 
Edwin  Oray,  Andrew  Gregg.  Iniah  L.  Green,  Wil< 
liiia  Hdms,  David  Hough,  John  G.  Jackson,  Duncan 
MaaFarland,  John  Morrow,  Qideon  Olin,  Peter  Sailly, 
Thomaa  'Sammans,  Ebeneser  Beaver,  Jamei  8Ioaa, 
Bamuel  Smith,  Thomaa  Spalding,  Joseph  Btanton.  Jo- 
Mph  B.  Vamum,  Pcleg  Wadawordi,  David  R.  Wil- 
liejiia,  and  Richard  Winn. 

Ordered,  That  a  bill,  or  bills,  be  brought  in 
pursuani  10  the  said  reaolutloa;  and  that  Hesam. 
GLAr,  Samoporo,  and  Ellis,  do  pcvpne  and 
bring  in  the  same. 

Fbida?,  February  38. 
Ordered.  That  the  committee  to  whom  was  re- 
ferred, on  the  Ihiid  ultimo,  the  memorial  of  lh« 
House  of  Represen  tat  ires  of  the  Territory  c^  Ur- 
leaos,  bediscuarged  from  the  farther  consideration 
thereof,  and  thai  such  part  of  the  said  memorial 
I  remains  unacted  upon,  be  referied  to  tbe  Com- 
litice  on  ihe  Public  Lands. 
Mr.  Sailly,  from  tbe  committee  to  whom  was 
^ferred  on  the  nineteenth  instant,  tbe  amendment 
proposed   by  the  Senate  to  the  bill,  entitled ''An 
t  to  extend  juriadiction,  in  certain  cases,  to 
late  Judges  and   Biate  Courts,"  reported   lo  the 
ouse  their  agreement  to  the  same,  with  several 
nendments. 

Tbe  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  said 
amendments  and  agreed  10  the  same. 

Tbe  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
Ihe  Whole  on  the  reoort  of  the  committee,  ap- 
pointed on  the  teveniD  inBtan^  ''  lo  inquire  whe- 
ther any.  and  if  any,  wb^t  additional  provisions 
~"  necessary  to  prevent  the  importation  ofiJavcs 
I  the  territories  of  the  United  Siaiesi"  and, 
T  some  timespenl  therein,  the  Cummiiii^  rose 
and   reported  a  lebolution   thereupon,  which  was 
rice  read.nnd  agreed  lo  by  the  House.as follows; 
Retolvtd,  That  it  shall  not  be  lawful  lor  any 
person  ut  peisoos  to  import,  or  bring  into  the  Tei- 
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litories  of  tbe  trnited  States,  »ny  staje  or  slaves 
that  may  beieafter  be  jmporlad  into  the  United 
Slates. 

Ordered,  That  a  bill,  or  bills,  tia  brougbt  id, 
punuaDt  to  the  uid  TesoluiioD  ;  and  ihat  Mr.  Da- 
vid R.  WiLLiAiia,  Mr.  Jaoke^n,  Mr.  Spaldino, 
Mr.  iLBbVt,  Bad  Mr.  Bi.*GKi.u)OBt  ^o  prepare  and 
Mog  in  iha  nok. 

DEF£NOE  OF  PORTS  AND  HARSOBS. 

Ob  mociOD  vT  Mr.  DAwaon,  the  Honsc  reialTad 
¥»iM  into  a  OonibUns  of  the  Whole  on  theiiate 
of  rte  UnfoB. 

Tbe  resc^Btifiiis  of  a  s^eei  eommfi^  i«btlve 
to  the  foritfieatian  of  parts  bd4  harbora  were  read. 

^be  first  resolution  appropriates  one  hundred 
MdflAy  thousand  dollBis  lo  lUs  purpose. 

Mr.  Dawson  advocated  tbe  jdopiioti  of  this 

Mr.  CuMTON.— The  only  qdesUon  \%  the  tnout 
auiiable  means  of  defence.  If  it  should  be  cofi- 
filnded  that  defence  by  Sxed  batteriea  would  be 
inpractieabl^letusToteB  large  two)  for  tha  build- 
ing of  guoboals;  or  go  ittrlber,  and  rote  a  large 
nun  fbi  tlie  uoreaae  of  cmr  nvij.  Somethuig 
aMst  b«  doDt.  N«w  York  hu  beea  the  soeae  cf 
'MMttd  iBsnll:  saamsa  bava  been  taken  from  the 
tnaMD  «f  her  faarbot :  aiid  what  jiedrfm  have  We 
faad  4  Whf ,  the  Preudcu  has  reaaoDstntcd,  and 
tbe  Dfioet  who  waaj^iltr  of  this  OagTanl  mixeoa- 
dvct  has  been  poimhed  by  tiieiDg  taken  from  « 
frigate,  and  placed  in  the  oomtaMnd  of  a  Mventy- 
finir.  f  would  hKTC  wishad  ihtl  uotiee  bAd  been 
fMvioutlygiTCB  wbeo  thiaaubjeet  would  becaUed 
■wf^  iat  I  a«  Bttfirepared  to  meet  it,  having  lef^  at 
m?  lodgings  papers  relating  lo  tl. 

Mr.  Smilie.— I  shall  more  that  tbe  ComtDiiiee 
vise :  and  I  will  brie&y  assign  my  reasons.  I  am 
friendly  to  the  forlificatitm  of  aur  ports  and  har- 
bors ;  but  if  we  are  witling  to  eranch  ander  all  the 
Itguriea  and  insUlisthaltiave  been  or  hereafter  may 
he  imposed  upon  us,  I  see  no  need  of  fortifTiDg. 
On  the  other  hand,  if  there  be  still  left  among  us 
■ome  portion  of  the  American  cbaractet,  some  ef 
that  spirit  that  was  w^mt  to  belong  to  it,  then  let 
ns  dereod  it  by  the  building  of  gunboats,  the  erect- 
ing of  fortifications,  ftc.  But  I  first  wiah  to  know 
mat  this  House  intend  to  do^'with  respect  to  eem- 
toercial  restrictions  and  non-intercourse.    I  think 


Dtfince  of  Parti  and  Harbort. 


Mr.  Cook.— I  hope  we  shall  prepare  for  hostility 
Wore  we  provoke  it.  I  Iinst  we  shall  not  com- 
])el  a  declaration  of  war  befdre  we  are  in  a  situa- 
tion to  resist.    1  bope  the  Committee  will  not  rise. 

Mr.  Dawbok. — I  also  hope  sincerely  that  the 
Oommiitee  will  not  rise.  It  is  to  me  a  matter  of 
Rstonishment,  ibai  in  and  out  of  doors  Bothiogis 
heard  but  compfaiots  that  no  eSeclUHl  measures 
'are  adopted,  in  these  times  that  call  so  loudly  for 
them:  and  yet,  when  an  attempt  is  made  to  come 
(0  somethiog  deeisiTe,the  first  eoctod  that  iovades 
our  ears  is  a  cry  for  poslponemenl.  If  we  Intend 
to  support  the  Amencaa  nameaod  eharacKr,  it 
is  time  something  shonU  be  done ;  tbey  are  boi  , 


to  be  supported  by  empty  declamations,  bni  br 
energetic  measures :  and  I  bope  our  proteclloD  will 


Fifty  were  for  the  rising  of  the  CoUimitlee  pf 
the  Whole,  and  fifty-six  acsinsl  it. 

Mr.  Cook  moved  to  strike  out  9150,000,  the  sum 
to  be  appropriated  to  fortiGcatlons,  for  tbe  pvrpoBe 
of  inserting  9300,000. 

Mr.  BinwELL.— I  am  ojipased  to  Btrikinjg  otit. 
The  object  of  the  approprtaiion  is  not  toputotit 
fortifications  in  a  state  of  defence sgainsi  a  (ar^ 
Beet ;  the  object  is  only  to  repair.  I  am  indinM 
lo  distrust  the  possibility  of  defendinf  »ur  porta 
and  harbors  by  land  batteries;  but  I  am  In  mvu 
of  repairing.  For  one,  (heretbre,  I  bope  the  mo- 
tion will  not  prevail. 

For  striking  out  46 — against  it  67. 

Mr.  Macon. — I  cannot  bnt  consider  the  preMAt 
resolution  as  the  commencement  ef  a  system  of 
fortifications  fVom  one  end  of  the  eoMioent  to  ilie 
other.  I  .can  see  neither  the  necessity  nor  tb« 
policy  of  this  second  trial  of  the  credit  of  dtia 
Qoreram^nt;  it  was  oneefbandlbatmoBey could 
not  be  procured  on  theeredit  of  th^  United  Stales 
For  less  than  eight  per  cent,  per  annum. 

Three  modes  of  defence  are  embraced  in  ibe 
resolutiona ;  fortifications,  gunboats,  end  Ijne-of- 
ballie  ships,  ft  is  in  my  apprebeneioii  much  bet- 
ter to  expend,  if  we  conclude  to  expend  at  at),  ob 
one  of  the  proposed  ways  onljr.  ureat  Brmte 
has  oD  fortifications  of  consequents ;  she  pheea 
her  defence  in  her  oftvy.  No  Aatioit  can  luppott 
both. 

Oentletoen  tell  asofan  A  merieen  spirit.  1  bope 
1  have  Ki  much  of  it  as  any  gentleman  ;  btit  it  Is 
as  much  the  cbaraetev  of  the  American  Rpirft  to 
conclude  cooly,  and  act  accordingly,  as  to  tatk 
loudly.  Members  t^this  House  are  not  the  only 
persons  to  jud^e  df  this  spirit ;  our  Eenstitaeau 
are  the  proper  judges. 

We  have  about  a  millien  of  dollars  te  spare  in 
Ibe  Treasory  ;  the  appropriations  wbiob  tbese  re- 
solutions contemplate,  amount  leeearly  Ihat  sum. 
Cannot  tbe  money  be  put  to  a  better  use  7  All 
the  money  we  bare  spent  in  fortifications  bee  be«i 
useless.  If  we  expend  a  small  sum  like  this,  it 
will  be  in  vain;  w«  mnst  calctilaie  lo  a  great 
amount,  if  we  expect  completely  to  fortify.  Wbtt 
would  060,000  do  towards  defending  the  eil)r«f 
New  York  1    Ii  would  eltftt  no  defeaee. 

On  the  subject  of  tbe  seventy-fours,  I  am  fors 
Afferent  plan.  Weoorttoot  toihinkofbiriMinff 
till  we  have  navy  yards  suitable ;  but,  above  al^ 
we  ongfii  to  prepare  ourselves  to  be  able  to  buiU : 
We  ought  10  creaiea  vast  defo,  to  food  a  debt,  far 
the  purpeseef  building  forty  or  fifty  of  rtioeeser- 
enty^fours.  For  what  can  we  do  with  til  odty 
in  tha  tinie  of  war  1  They  will  aot  dare  te  *e«- 
ture  out.  They  must  be  docked  here  in  the  Out- 
ern  Branch.  Six  might  answer  the  purpose  eo 
the  Barbary  euasis ;  boi  yoa  mvsL  have  a  fleet 
equal  to  Oreat  Btitain  if  you  expeei  defence  in 
this  way.  W«  oannot  bMild  and  support  such  m 
fleet.  1  bdieve  it  was  oooe  demiMstfated,  bytu 
ablen  mnn  a>  awrgvaBBd  thia  or  a»y  ottiaf  Lit^ 
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.  _.  .._«e¥er  able>  w  build  ■■<! 

■MiDMin  a  large  mvy.  On  tke  BabJMri  srcuti- 
bMU,  1  baliere  them  belter  adapted  lo  tha  dcfanoe 
of  DVT  harbors  than  atif  oi}i«r.  it  w«  were  bow 
«t  war  witfa  aaf  natiao,  however  ovnileineQ  maj 
ke  tarariied  at  the  decuiatioa,  I  tHioh  v«  should 
^■wcLl  to  lend  our  Darr  toaMiAeraatJimalsoait 
WBrwith  itMtwiihwtiwh  we  night  b»at  war}  for 
1  thfiksueh  DMioa  woald  MiDBge  tl  tnne  to  Dar 
sdrauiage  it»%a  ooreclvM. 

M*-  Dawsom.— Tfc«  hooonbte  Speaker  hat  ea- 
JBig«d  Oh  ih«  whole  of  the  MMivdami  itutflad  «f 
Onfialttf  bhttself  to  tba  one  betbn  the  Bome. 
Heflali*  tbi*  tbecomtteiieanHit  of  aar»tem  oT 
feiiStttiaaB.  He  mbM  kaow  itMt  it  etnammaeed 
woder  the  fomer,  and  bw  hwt  ooiilBlucd  t^  the 
■pwaaat  AdmiiiinTStioa. 

Ur.  0«<».~I  am  not  Mny  tbai  tdii  dcbatehaa 
t4h«B  tbesunit  has.  hidM4  the  three  raMrioltoliB 
mre  Bo««ii»«ated  with  Mch  «tfa«r,.ibat  mapv  of  the 
MguntMs  whiota  applf  to  the  fiiat,  mar  with  eqaal 
ytuprift)'  *W'r  to  ltaeothars4  itref  «ll  amovot  to 
tke  qoasiioqof  ]Mlio7  or  Infioliey  of  adapiia^er 
icWcliDc  ihia  lynem  ef  4e(bai>ei 

lam  ID  farartif  tba  Mporivfilhe  sdeM  dom- 
nittea,  became  it  pmideh  fbp«  apMleBaf  d«f«a<i«, 
<wktffti  atoaecan  be  bratight  intb  aeiiMi,  ajiaiiMt 
Wverf  oAvdrng  oaiiiH. 

iaoMider  every  elaii  of  AnMrloeR  oitixmsw 
«qtiallf.  sMitled  (o  Ike  proteMionof  )i«lr  Ovreis- 
iB«at;  aoilhat  taib  WM  tba  expeeWtion  at  the' 
WbpttM  of  the  OMBlHuttw.  Ate  aot  all  cUmm 
eqwallytxnmdioobeyjoataQTeraaieat?  Surely 
nief  are.  They  tia*e  M  tben  «qaa)ly  « tigfat  ib 
yout  ^otcMloBi'ftr  pMtaetion  attd  oM^fOBearE 
ieaipr»ea( '  dutMo.  Your  meMhaMs  aad  yonr 
:nMnBors  ale  then  ta  nwck  tDtiiled  te  proteciioB 
1b  ibeir  pBi«uit«,'BsaM  thoaewhoee  pvraaiteare. 
mgticMitaniL  Shall'  yvtn  law*  un»  proteciion  to 
yoar  seamen,  your  me  re  ban  li  and  their  pntpertf , 
whileinTbnrriverBaadipOftt,  orwittalnwaDdUeiii 
«DdwiU  yon  abandon  them  on  the  high  eeu^  Uie 


'ffVod*  loiA  at.  ihmingo. 


tomnao  property  of  all  natioail  When  will  vou 
4t«w  the  line  of  detmekatioti  beyond  Wfaiah  way 
ihtll  be  Ktih«baaortheeinpiref    Tbeyraostke 


p(Oteated,ur,iBatlpt«c«a.  OardaminiooaeeDmi 
of  land  and  water — wehsvea  property  in  aerenby, 
Md  one  In  eomnonand  oodiTided.  Theoeeali  is 
thispTOperiy— it  is  the  highway  of  nalioBs,  fke 
Umiti  of  a  mtiiiHac  eoimiry,  iir,  ere  uMh^ualik- 
In  enoonraging  aad  protecting  commeree,  roii 
-iqqallr  entourage  and  ptdl«ct  ngrieoltliTe.  3'liey 
,  4flMnd  OB  each  other.  Awonndgiven  tothe««e, 
tBbeu  the  otber.  Agrietilture  ana  eomDNroe^siT, 
are  sot,  as  aome  fuppoaa,  in  banthiy  (o  esoh  other; 
they  ate  co-ordinate  end  oo-relative;  thespaedof 
lit  ship  in  the  spe«d  of  the  plongb.  Wiihont  the 
Sfltivecomiueraeof  ihiaeovntry.agfieultnratrwild 
be  choked  by  a  snrplua  of  pnidace  and  the  want 
of  a  market.  At  a  time  of  peace,  at  tbii  very  time, 
air,  what  sfaipakat  Amerleani  can  transport  Ike 
indigenous  prodacliona  of  the  cMntty,  at  a  aon- 
tBonfrtightandpeaoepreminml  Therearenooe, 
rir,  tbe  incrMne*  preminm  la  aa  abatemant  of  the 
prlefc  of  •apdrte.  Depreea  ^e  eaterpriae  of  the 
■Mtchaiui  abudoa-Uw'  ttrdtMitm-oi  ywar  aari- 


Iire  forluitous  arrival  of  belligercat  eaips  ior  a 
raatkat  and  a  price. 

What  is  the  coaseqnence  if  you  do  not  ^nartt 
yow  ooffltmenie  1  The  rates  of  premivin  wiH  be 
advaoced.to  an  inoalouhble  amoant.  True,  the 
oensanierarentDallypaya;  bullhe  ooasDiaBttart 
all  your  people ;  who  wunld  thus  indlreoily  pay  a 
tax  perhaiNteeUeaeqnadrupletheamotintvf  eett 
in  proridtng  aad  maintaining  a  naval  def«noft: 
and  whiek  is  the  .moat  boboiable?    Wbisfa  will 


taoBi  impBrr  your  rerenac,  already  gieatlyln^Sied 
fron  want  ot  pinteetion  1 

'  1  have  said  that  the  ocean  i)  iheoomnon  bigb- 
iw  ofnetioDsi'tBobitoBghttobe;  hutnewpna- 
ciplea  are  interpolated  into  thelawcriTnatiMiB;  r^ 
ken  aad  pirates  aow  iafcst  every  sea.  Tbe  Med- 
iterranean no  longer  eaoitct  aaperiar  dread >; 
spoliatioi^  inahs  and  iojuriee,  are  Dow  brought 
bometa  onrabMea:  wh«la  klngdoiaa  are  about 
to  be  declared  in  blockade  j  and  1  know  not  wbM 
Will  eecape  being  coaii dared  as  coMrabaDd«f  war. 
Wfaal,  sir,  aile  now  the  righu  of  aautrala,  bat 
tberigbttD  aoitfpUint  Tbe  (taoderniaw  ol>  d»- 
tiona,  sir.  Is  ntm  what  a  sm^Io  nation  «kdaaea  to 
fiuhioB  It  for  maritime  ^dotaaTitatioa. 

Sir,  it  M  (airly  presamable  thntalargemajorltr 
of  ihn  Home  are  indigwaiu  at  our  wrongs,  ana 
diepoBedta  reHDl'tbemi'On  ikeaMjectol  Daeaiiii 
ealy  we  drSer. 

Many  geatleraen  are  ia  broF  of  aett  of  tHHi-im- 
pwtatioB.  B«t  will  this  anooutU  topraMatiaat 
to  that  proteetioB,  elr,  to  which  obt  noomenilll 
bieihreb  are  to  jastlyentitM?  Oar  nvralnrnti 
kareBofered-Ereaily  ;  some  half,  and  ioom  wboHf 
rmned.  'flkallwwt  for  tbeiraatiefaetion,  tell  thaip 
and  ethers,  that  tlgey  waykaol  liieirviwaels  Into 
ijoak  to  rot,  lihile  a  Don-itaportalioi  act  amy  eoK' 
tinue  to  operated  la  thia  gran^g  Ihem'  pfolCQ- 
li«D  1  Wbene*  is  it  ibet  year  reeenae  la  denved, 
by  whichyoiraatioiialdebrialeefeBedj  by  wttefc 
yoar  ciril  list  is  paid,  ybor  aery  Oo  vera  meal  anji' 
ported  "i  Prom  eommeroe  %  voA  will  yoa  monte 
tbe  01  tbat  treadedi  oat  yooroonif  What  bdt 
oommerae  has  raiaed  thie  awititTy  to  so  eavlaHe 
a  height  of  prosperity  T  What  but  cammerce,  tfr 
UAtee  on  eommeree,  hae  anaUed  you  t«  baild  tbe 
Imvy  yon  have  [  has  emptiwered  yuu  to  naiit  tin 
snoraaciimentsand  insubsof  ftireign  govemneiMi 
or  ftirnish  the  maane  tt  save  oar  western  brMfmsi 
-fraa  the  ioroadii  of  the  aavag*'?  Of  what  bevefit 
wa*  it  ta  Ike  Nortfaam  Stales  thn  milliftBt  of  tlH 
paUic  money  were  spent  in  sup^t  of  a  western 
army,  and  in  defence  of  Mississippi  navigadoa? 
This  la  not  a  q^oestiuo  to  ke  asked }  for  Govern- 
ment was,  and  is  kotrad  lo  proteet  every  part,  and 
tlM  rights  of  every  class  tf  citizcna.  E  Pturiima 
UeanS  is  Ike  motto  of -onr  GoTCrnmeni.  If  diiii- 
oioH,  geograpfaieal  diitiaatioals,  and  loeal  intareeta 
are  noWhbed,  vreahall  beaome  ike  dvpe*  of  our 
own  sordid  view*  and  an  eaay  prey  to  any  foraign 
assailing  £ae. 

W«  are  the  second  commercial  nation  in  Ike 
worid,  having  apwardaofa  million  tons  of  (hip- 
ping. Is  our  nary  any  way  proponioaeblaf  ByoQt 
oominereeandfariuiii^rtieDii^pRndwitkoiMi 
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Darion!i.&iitfulil  we  to  ib«  MnemanD^r  prupoitioD 
our  Baval  EircDgih;  oa  ihf  bsMt  of  Dumbtri,  wt 
•re  eoiiiltd  to  iliirty  BhipB-of-ibe-line  and  Keenly 
fiwatFB. 

Siiine  genUemeo  are  in  favor  of  abandoiiDf; 
eotniuerce  [o  iiulf.  Let  coniraerce  tate  care  of 
ii«eil,  ■■)'  (bey.  irtht-  mprchant  eannor  pumae 
biH  occupation  id  safely  aod  to  sdvantBep.  let  liim 

'    '  '  '  '  lake  hold  ol 


V  froH)  ihe  seaputli 


Ol  the  West: — If  ibe  Indians  harass  you,  and  yua 
cauiol  pursue  .your  agricultural  concprDs,  come 
irnre  lo  our  pori«,  and  lake  to  the  MDack  and  ifae 
fi>blng-liae  lor  soppori.  No,  sir,  wk  ere  not  to 
abandon  our  diff^Kot  oeeupattons,  bui  to  be  pr«- 
tecinl  in  ibfm. 

I  hardly  should  think  the  request  of  out  mer- 
cfaanis  unreasonable,  if  ihey  should  bold  10  you 
laD{!uage  of  this  suri ;  All  your  revenue  is  de- 
med  from  un;  gire  ua  a  Danl  defence  in  propor- 
tion 10  tbe  amount  ol  our  tonnjge,  and  to  the 
reveaue  yon  receive  from  us.  Sui  h  a  naval  de- 
fence would  very  far  exceed  a  hundred  larfre 
•rmed  leaBela.  But  tuch  is  not  tbe  demand;  iheir 
request  amoUBIa  lo  but  a  small  part  of  what  can 
be  aSbrded;  a  fcradual  iocieiae  of  oar  navy,  the 
eipeoBc  of  which  will  hardly  be  fe|t;  wbidi  will 
in  part  be  paid  by  ibr  additiuDal  revpnae  arising 
flow  additional  drfrnceaod  security.  Mttcb  reve- 
nue has  bt-en  sacrificed  for  want  of  naval  ckreDce, 
and  hereafter,  in  propOrtioa  to  the  iDcrcase.of  our 
commerce  wilt  be  ibv  increase  of  oar  iouea,  unlean 
that  eooimeroe  be  fouered  by  a  protectini;  navy. 

Grtat  Britain  knows  the  nature  of  ODr  Qovern- 
meal,  and  iu  wishes  to  maiDlain  peace;  she  ei- 
ptcts  we  shall  sbow  uur  reseoiiDriit,  and  seek  our 
ledresE  by  the  paisiag  aome  species  of  non-intvr- 
•unrre  ad.  Let  us,  sir,  disappoint  ber ;  the  disap- 
poiotmeni  will  have  a  good  effect. 

Bumegenilenirn  have  uippoited  (he  present  Ex- 
.ecutive  of  the  United  Siaies^  UDlHftuHy  tu  cum- 
merce.  The  beliet  luuni  be  unfounded  locorreci- 
net*.  No  man  can  believe  this  after  reading  the 
Piesideat's  report,  made  while  he  was  Secretary 
of  Stale.  He  islriradly  to  our  commerce,  anil 
mnai  be  friendly  to  its  proter,tiuD. 

Tf>Er«  are  many  gentlemen,  who,  onderthe  Ad- 
tniVKtrauon  pr^oeding  the  preneui,  were  muob 
oppoaed  to  the  creation  of  a  navy.  They  wish  to 
|»es«rv«  consksieocy.  and  hence  coniinue  their 
oppoaliion.  Bui,  are  not  eaaeti  altered  bycirvum- 
alaneea?  WiMt  might  have  been  hiarfaly  impro- 
per iheo,  may  tw  strictly  proper  and  neeasasry 

'DOW. 

Gentlemeo,  and  amoDg  others  the  honoraUe 
Speaker,  have  said  thai  we  are  now  aboai  oom- 
tnencing  a  new  sysiefti.  Surely  this  in  aot  a 
question  aboni  the  creation  of  a  navy.  A  navy 
we  already  have.  It  c om men ced  under  ibe  form- 
er Ad  mi  nisi  ration}  it  has  been  continued  by  ilii>'. 
Tbe  quefiion  is,  shall  wa  or  shah  wa  nut  in- 
crease that  navy  to  meet  the  exigency  of  our 
aSairsT 

It  is  i>Bid  Ihal  a  naval  force  mds  to  ibv  firovo- 
cation  of  iD^ultsand  injuries  I  and  nnleas  it  be  im 
'Benae,  it  uaut  toon  be  tteairoyed.    It  is  from 


nothing  past  that  ihii  ai|[uikFDl  oao  be  drawn, 
Whf  re  war  ever  a  nation  poFAetsed  of  naval  force, 
whose  navy  wa*  ever  wholly  desiroyi^dl  Luuk 
to  all  the  minor  Powers  of  Buropt- ;  I  meaoinintK 
in  naval  iaiportsuce.  Thry  may  have  been  par- 
tially injured,  or  greatly  cripfded,  but  none  of 
them  have  been  deKiroyed;  althongh  ao  muck 
Oearer  to  points  of  ctiUiaiun  than  we  are. 

Sir,  we  ate  a  nation  increasing  with  rapidilr 
in  wealth,  Dumbers,  and  general  proaperily.-  U 
will  indeed  he  strange,  if  we  expect  as  we  grow 
lireat  to  laia  reappciabiliiy  by  our  pQHillanimiiy. 
No,  air,  iM  only,  or  certainly  the  mo«i  sure  way, 
of  gaiuiog  tbe  respect  of  other  naiiona,  is  by 
adopting  ihe  lueaoa  that  all  nation*  adopt  to  be- 
come great;  it  is  by  our  power  that  we  are  ID  be 
respected,  and  our  richwaod  liberties  maintained. 

A  navy  equal  to  that  of  Great  Britain  u  nei- 
ther needed  nor  expenled  by  our  nerobaata,  who 
are  anxiouH  for  a  navy  as  (he  only  vflicieiii  defeuoe 
against  all  natioas.  In  fuiare  limes,  if  waca  cao- 
aut  be  avoided,  (and  a  power  tu  wage  war  is  tbe 
be>t  aeeurily  for  peace,)  when  we  may  be  opposed 
lo  Enulaod.tbe  other  Powers  of  Europe  will  be 
with  as;  wben  aciing  with  England  against  other 
Powers  our  forne  will  be  irresistible.  1  helier«, 
■ir,  that  if  ever  ihe  enormous  and  gigantic  power 
ol  tbe  Briiish  Neptu.ne  is  ta  be  curtailed,  it  muat 
be  the  work  ofAnwricaoa.  Yes,  sir,  oar  naral 
are  destinrd  hereafter  lo  reap  laureb 


£ar  victoriea  obtained  o 


r  Briiish  ship 


Whem 


armed  neutratiiy  was  formerly  projected,  btd. 
we  iheo  pocaeiaed  a  navy,  we  might  probablf 
have  readrred  much  aasiaiBace  iu  checking  the 
naval  power  of  England.  Tbey  have  become 
ihe  tyrants  of  ihe  (loean ;  Ehey  ^have  a  away  ovsr 
'tbe  seas,  far  beyoud  wba:  ihey  ought  to  posaesK; 
it  is  necescary  to  leaaen  that  power;  aod  oaght  wa 
not  to  yield  our  pcopartioaof  force  for  ttut  pnc- 

We  talk  much  ol  favoring  and  protecting  th« 
right*  of  mat).  Haa  man  no  rights  on  tha  ocean^ 
Hate  not  our  ciiizens  lights  on  the  water  aa  well 
as  on  Ihe  laodl  We  levtn  to  have  one  right,  and 
only  one,  on  ihe  water ;  it  is,  sir,  the  right  to  suf- 
fer and  complain ;  we  have  abaodauoe  of  tbia 
right. 

Oestlemen  may  *ay  that  onr  debl  will  increaae 
with  ouraavy;  and  that  we  shall  be  unable  to 
pay  our  national  debt  aa  soon  as  promi»rd.  Tbe 
fireiieai  Administration,  or  the  present  dominant 
party,  if  i  may  so  (mII  it,  ia  pledged  for  ihe  pay- 
ment of  the  natiooal  debt  within  a  limiied  tiroa. 
Sir,  I  consider  luch  pledge  oosi  imp'iliiic.  Surely, 
if  we  shottld  be  invadetj^  or,  if  soy  other  great  ex- 
igency should  demand  it,  we  should  eoi  hesitate 
lo  gtt  milliwna  in  debt.  This  pledge,  this  promiae, 
t»in  be  dispensed  with,  ifaen.  And  when  mora 
than  now  was  there  a  call  for  dii-pensing  with 
ibisimpoliiicengaitemeotl  When  were  our  rights 
mure  im-ulted?  .  EBglaad  trampling  on  ibem} 
and  Sfiain  ibreatening  to  shut  up  oar  ports  wiA 
half  a  dozen  Unarof-bsLile  ships.  1  will  atk.  sup- 
pone  Spain  or  Qreai  Britain  should  Hitempt  to 
hWk  up  Ihe  CiirMpeake,  or  the  pun  of  New  Yofk, 
what  could  bu dona  1    OurfrigatefloouUdo  noih- 
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riiuld  be  iocoiiipeleiiiEi 
'f  always  dep^od  on  ibi 
I  ioward?  each  other,  e 


,  sir,  (he  whole  of 
nipei  ihefue.  Nor 
bustiliiy  of  ToreigD 

e  haTb  an  t-fGciKot 
forCH,  we  sbnil  ae  respected,  our  cummercial  rights 
will  be  maiDtaJnable,  and  our  alliance  cciuried  by 
otber  nations.  Let  un  tben  set  our  sbouldarB  lu 
Ike  burden ;  aod  in  the  Hour  of  diSeultjr,  if  secet- 
MT*,  look  round  for  friend?  and  allieti. 

An  increase  of  Ihe  Davy  would  alio  bare  a 
good  dvmetiic  efi«cl.  Many  of  our  merchants 
ire  opposed  to  the  present  AdminiatraiJOin,  ernin- 
•oukly  viewing  it  as  inimical  to  coiDroerc- ;  but, 
sir,  the  present  Administration  arefriendiiiD  com' 
Btrrrial  righiK ;  bu  not  dimioiibed  the  navy,  nor 
has  it  ever  bees  the  opioiua  of  ihe  Executive 
ibat  it  ought  10  be  diminisbed.  His  commaaica- 
tton  r^tive  to  Kvaatf-roui-gnD  atrip*  all  under- 
•Mutt. 

Sonte  have  said  that  tbe  libertif*  of  a  people 
me  liaUe  to  be  nverthrown  by  a  nary.  1  can- 
BOt  ditcdver  ibat  it  has  the  least  leodency  thai 
way.  Ovnerala  bave  oTerlbrown  the  liberties  of 
natioQS,  but  I  cerlaioly  never  read  of  an  adrniral 
tbiK  loade  bima«if  a  despot.  I  believe  history 
affords  no  such  examples. 

If  it  sbontd  be  eooieitded  thai  the  creation  of 
a  Davy  would  lead  la  tbr  odioos  and  tyrannical 
yraciics  of  inprSMioc  aeameB,  i  would  ask  what 
la  tb«  iiuportBOt  difivrmce.  beiwwD  impreiBiag 
■KB  to  go  OD. board  your  armed  Maoele  aod  figbt 
your  batilrn,  and  draughiiog  meo,  lo  go.  perhapa, 
tatu  the  &ont  raokaol  ibe  warmeat  eoHsemeDt? 
!■  eiiber  ewe,  you  compel  men  to  figbi  where 
tfcey  do  not  wish.  But  1  do  not  tbinE  there  b 
any.daugcr  of  our  beiog  under  tbe  uecessitv  of 
ever  eoieiiogon  the  praciiceofiropressing.  If  it 
•ware  B0W  oecMtary  to  sMa  thirty  I ine-M*  battle 
abipR,  I  have  BO  doubt  men  eoougb  would  vulun- 
tBfky  come  forward  itB^Ueai  for  battle,  and  sup- 
ply alt  onr  wants  of  tbia  detonpiioD.  Our  brave 
mariaera  have  their  feelings ;  they  feel  an  indig- 
Btiion  like  ihai  which  Ihe  nMfOhania  feel,  and 
like  ihat  which  this  House,  1  trust,  also  I'eele. 

Sir,  I  cDuat  repeal  that  we  are  but  one.  I  voted 
for  the  bill  prohibiting  intercourM  with  Bt.  Do- 
I  mingo;  I  considered  the  bill  as  calculated  to  bave 
a  fnvorable  effect  on  the  Southern  Slates.  That 
bill  may  partially  injure  some  persons  at  tbe 
NuTibward,  concerned  in  trade  with  ibat  island ; 
bui,  in  giving  my  vote,  I  was  governed  by  the 
good  of  the  whole.  !  hope,  also,  that  Kenilemen 
of  agricultural  habits  in  the  Southern  States  will 
CDoaider  the '■uhjeciof  defensive  measures  with  an 
enlarged  and  tiaiiunal  view. 

There  is  no  nation  in  the  world  90  enterprising 
a*  America;  no  nation  basso ra|iidly  increased  in 
commerce,  and  in  new  resources  of  cummerciat 
enterprive,  as  has  this  oailun  witbin  the  last  fif- 
teen years.  Our  prosperity,  I  had  almosl  said  uur 
^11,  depends  on  eomnierce.  You  must  not,  you 
cannot. cinnpel  ihe  aierchani  to  abandon  bis  pur- 
>uiis;  II  it  contrary  to  his  righl,Bnd  contrary  to 
yuur  ioierest ;  contrary  loeoutract;  therefore  you 
must  protect  bis  rights. 


If  we  ask.  what  plan  of  defence  is  urged  by  the 
U>age   of  all  other  oationij  1   the  aoswti  is  ob- 

I  have,  sir,  doubts  of  the  efficacy  of  a  non-im- 
pEirlBtion  act.    While  aiming io  starve  the  maou- 

ferings.  We  may  starve  the  butcher  and  the  ba- 
ker, but  shall  we  not  injure  our  owd  health.  What 
gamers  shall  we  ihetehy  be  7  or  huw  will  our  mer- 
chants be  redrvhSfd  by  such  mpasures;  huw  will 
our  farmers  ihns  find  matkfls?  1  might  not  ob- 
ject to  restrictions  on  ioipoitaiions,  so  far  as  is 
consistent  with  the  preservation  ol  peace  ;  but  no 
further  will  1  go  till  we  are  prepared  for  war.  If 
we  do  this,  we  may  expert  iJiat  commercial  men 
will  psiriotically  submit  jCKpecially  if  tbey  can  look 
forward  to  ihe  short  lime  when  the  whole  com- 


re  becoming,  sir,  every  dsy  less  ihe  cns- 
tomers,aDd  more  the  rivalsof  Great  Britain.  The 
means  of  defending  our  comiuerce  mu.-.l  be  event- 
ually wholly  naval.  We  need  never  Hghi  Great 
Britain  rin^le-handed.'  but  we  want  that  kind  of 
defence  which  is  a  protection  not  only  against 
England,  but  againi.!  every  other  Puwer.  and  that 
kind  of  defence  lo  which,  after  all  our  pufferinga 
OH  the  ocean,  we  shall  be  ultimately  compelled  to 

Some  may  object  to  naval  eoalitiomi,  on  the 
)Und  ihai  such  coalitions  are  generally  fruit- 
nd  unimccessfat-    But,  air,  this  has  not  al- 


K 

ways  been  the  cane.  Did  Britain  always  rulel 
Nt>,  sir;  Spain  and  Holland  have  also  had  their 
day ;  and  a  De  Ruyter  and  a  Van  Tromp  have 
vanquished  and  triumphed  as  completely  as  bave 
ever  a  Nelson  or  a  Rodney. 

I  believe  the  best  mnde  of  prelection  will  be 
II ne-of- battle  ships  and  frigates;  these  will  give 
greater  security  to  our  ports  and  haibur!,  than  the  - 
erection  of  land  batleriee.  I  ai&  not,  however, 
opposed  to  gunboats;  ihey  may  do  muuh  by  way 
of  defence  id  shallow  waters,  and  may  be  useful 
anywhere,  and  are  easily  concentrated  to  a  point. 
Much  is  expected  frou  us  by  the  nation;  the 
only  quettiun  can  be,  what  manner  of  redreai 
and  defence  shall  be  adopted  ;  but,  whatever  niay 
be  tbe  final  decision  on  the  important  qaesliuoa 
berore  us.  1  sincerely  bopn  that  a  spirit  of  candor, 
lit>erality,  and  harmony,  may  actuate  our  proceed- 

id  lead  as  to  a  correct  decision. 

Sloan.— I  think  thcargumenis  of  the  gen- 
iieman  who  baa  just  bow  taken  bis  seat  petfecily 
refutable  by  a  single  observaiion.  I  have  not 
the  spirit  Of  prophecy,  hut  1  have  tbe  power  of 
retrospect i'm.  Look  at  Ihe  Powers  of  Europe, 
whuse  naval  forces  are  inferior  to  that  of  Great 


over  the  English  nuvy?    Never.    And  judging 
from  what  is  past,  what  will  cume,  Ihey  sever 


X' 


will 


n;  when  did  they  ever  gain  a  great,  victory 

p,  I 
conquer  that  enormous  naval  fvrc 


Mr.  Earlv. — The  geotleman  from  Maasechn- 
setts  Fears  we  abBll  not  diveal  ourselves  of  loral 
feelings,  in  discussing  and  deciding  on  tbia  sub- 
it'ct.  I  apprehend  be  has  no  cause  fijr  thia  fear. 
This  subject  is  one  in  which  we  are  all  nearly 
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equally  inleresied.  The  Norihera  Stales  have 
their  Bosiod  and  New  Tork  ;  the  Middle  Slates 
tbeir  Fhiladelnhia  and  Baliiroore;  the  Southern 
States  their  Norrolk,  Wilmington,  Cbarleatoo, 
and  Savannah;  and  the  Western  States  New 
Orleaos:  this  caonot  be  a  IocilI  question. 

By  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  WaJ,  it  ap- 
pears that  $1,500,000  have  beea  expended  on  the 
different  rortiQcations;  and  that  three  port)  onlf 
are  in  a  state  of  derence;  BoEtoQ,  Philadelphia, 
and  BaUimore.  It  also  appears,  by  the  report, 
$107,000  have  beeii  expended  at  Newport  on  for- 
tificatioaa,  which  are  now  greatly  out  of  repair, 
an4  which,  when  repaired,  can  be  of  no  service ; 
there  being  tKree  good  chaanera  by  which  vessels 
may  enter  the  harbor,  and  theae  batteries  being 
Altogether  unable  to  annoy  an  enemy's  ship  ex- 
cept in  one  channel. 

We  have  expended  $1,500,000  on  Tortific^tiaDs, 
and  not  more  ihaa  one-eighth  part  of  that  sum 
has  had  any  good  effect.  I  consider  the  sum  of 
$150,000  as  insufficient  for  aily  valuable  purpose, 
Dor  do  I  believe  that  the  annual  appropriation  of 
this  sum  for  many  years  yet  to  come,  would  be  of 
essential  service  in  defendibg  our  ports  ai 

I  should  be  in  favor  of  this  mode  of  d<  if 

I  thought  it  would  be  of  utility.    Jf  I  iho  le 

port  of  New  York  alone  could  be  defends  le 

appropriation  of  the  whole  svta  mentipn<  le 

lesoluiioQ,  I  would  cheerfully  vote  for  it ;  Id 

eheerfulty  vole  for  double  that  sum ;  foui  af 

the  produi^e  of  the  Stale  I  bare  the  hono  rt 

^o  represent  (Qeorgia)  goes  to  that  port ;  :  )0 

Lave  been  expended  on  the  fortideaiion!  it 

port,  and  the  works  are  of  no  utility — a  picaroon 
tnignt  pass  to  the  city  without  mucn  ipolestatioa. 
According  to  the  raport  of  the  Secretary  of  War, 
the  harbor  of  New  York  cannot  be  defended  on 
Recount  of  the  width  of  the  Narrow^,  or  entrance 
jnto  lbs  port.  Our  ports  are  [|ot  ensceptible  of 
flefeoce  by  land  batteries,  tf  iher  were,  I  should 
cheerfully  vote  for  this, or  much  larger  sums. 

Mr.  Vahnddi  spoke  19  favor  of  the  resolution. 

Mr.  CuNTOif  moved  that  the  Committee  should 
tisej  to  allow  further  time  for  examining  the 
subject. 

Mr.  Klmbb  opposed,  and  Mr.UAcoH  supported 
tbis  motion,  which  was  cqrried. 

Mr.  0AW8ON  gave  notice  that  he  would  •gsJD 
call  up  the  subject  on  Thursday  next. 

Monn&7,  Mai^b  9. 

The  SpBtKKit  laid  before  the  Housa  »  letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  transmitting 
a  repeat  and  sandry  Btaiements,  prepared  in  pur- 
Munoe  of  the  re>olut>oas  of  the  House  of  the 
third,  fifth,  and  Bflrea'l»  ultimo,  which  were  read, 
and  ordered  to  be  referred  to  the  consideratiou  of 
a  Commillec  of  the  Whole  House  on  tbe  state 
of  the  Union. 

Th«  Sra^KUL  Uid  before  the  House  »  leUer 
and  r«port  from  the.  PostouLSter  QeoAral,  on  the 
petition  of  Henry  Weisl,  referred  to  bin  by  an 
order  of  the  Houses  "^  ^'  twenty-eighth  ultimo^ 
which  were  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 


Mr.  J.  Clat,  from  the  committee  appointed  oQ 
the  twenty-seventh  ultimo,  presented  a  bill  au- 
thorizing the  purchase  of  certain  Copies  of  the 
Journals  of  Congress,  which  was  read  t1^ice,Bn4 
committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  whole  Hous; 
to- morrow- 

POTOMAC  BRIDffE.. 

Mr.  Tbohiw>n  called  ft»  the  Mikr  of  tlM  4*^ 
on  the  bill  anthorizing  the  ereciim  of  a  bridf« 
over  the  Potomac. 

Mr.  O.  W.  Campshlll  moTBd  t»  poWyon*  llu 
bill  till  Thunday.    Motion  lost— yeu  36,  qays4S. 

Mr.  C.  then  moved  to  pvsipoBs  it  tiH  i~— — - 


Mr.  Bhilib,  and  Mr.  G.  W.  CtMnsu^  tap- 
portedj  and  Mr.  Tioupbon  and  Mr.  Lawia  «p> 
posed  iL 

Mr.  OoLDflBOBOOOB  mov«d  its  poHMMmnit 
till  Wednesday.    On  tbis  last  motion  the  Hawn 


divided — yeas48.  Lost;  when  the  House  resol** 
ed  itself  Into  a  Gomnitlte  of  the  Whole  on  tl« 
«aid  UtI. 

The  bill  bavii^  bee«  r«a4  over,  was  oonaJdwcd 
by  sections. 

Mr.  D.  R.  WrLLiAMS  more4  toiatneod  that  part 
of  the  bill  which  Sxes  the  site  oT  tKe  bridga,  by 
directing  It  to  Wereoted  at  orabtmOmrgetown. 
This  motion  wn^  diaagreed  to— ^yeaa  801  '^  *>- 
rious amendmeuM  w«re  madein  thedetaih  of  ite 
bill. 

Mr.  TnoHPBOK  moved  t»Sfl  ike  bknktnibe 
bill,  relative  to  ttM  time  in  which  the  biidce  aball 
be  built.  With  lb«  words  "Ave  yean."  Tois-BK»- 
lloti,  afler  a  skort  debate,  waa  agt«ed  lo — yau  W, 
nays  47. 

Oa  Ssbig  tbe  MaxfMoia  pe*  ceatwe  horoaftn 
to  be  recelred  by  the  sbartAiolden,  detata  MroM. 
Motions  to  fttlowlhtriyaad  tweMiy-fln  perocM. 
were  lost,  when,  without  deeidiog  «n  a»y  ottt« 
sum,  a  motion  for  ibe  Committee  to  tbe  prevmted. 

The  Oommiitee  iben  roee  Kd  ttbtalned  lewc 
to  sit  agatn,  and  the  HamM  ndjoomed. 

ToEaoAV,  March  *. 

A  petition  of  sundry  inhabitants  of  llie  county 
of  Washington,  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  was 
presented  to  the  House  and  read,  praying,  that 
tbatpartof  the  couDty  of  Washington,  now  in  tWB 
District  of  Columbia,  which  formerly  made  oart 
of  the  county  of  Montgomery,  in  tbe  State  of  Mb- 
ryiaad,  may  be  receded  to  the  said  State. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  petition  be  referred  to 
tbe  Committee  of  the  whole  House,  to  whom  was 
commiiteil,  on  the  twelfth  ultimo,  a  motion  to 
recede  to  the  States  of  Maryland  and  Virginia 
the  District  of  Columbia. 

Mt.  GnGoa.from  the  Committee  on  the  Public 
Lands,  10  whom  was  referred,  on  the  twenty- 
ninth  of  January  last,  tbe  petitions  of  the  Mayot, 
Aldermen,  and  Assistants,  of  the  city  of  Natchez; 
of  the  Bcatd  of  Trusyees  of  Jefferson  College,  in 
the  Mis-iissippi  Territory;  and  ol  William  Uud- 
bar,  of  Ibe  aaid  Tetritoiy,  made  a  report  tkereon; 
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nhibh  was  read,  and  referred  to  a  Caiiimiitee  of 
the  whole  Honte  on  Monday  next, 

A  message  from  the  Senate  inroimedlbeHoase 
that  (he  Senate  hare  pasted  the  bill,  entitled  "Ad 
act  foT  the  lelief  of  the  Ooiemn,  Judges,  and 
Secretary,  of  the  Indiana  Terrilorv,"  with  Rsreral 
ameDdments ;  and  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  relat- 
ing to  bonds  given  bv  Mari>bali,"  with  several 
ameDdmentt,  to  vbictt  they  desire  the  concur' 
reoce  of  this  Hoose. 

Mr.  Sloan,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  bJIl  impAsing  a  tax  on  slaves  import- 
ed into  the  tJoiied  States,  reported  a  new  bill.  A 
motion  was  made  to  reject  it.'    Lost — y^as  S4. 

On  making  it  iba  order  for  the  4th  of  July,  mo- 
ved by  Mr.  D.  R.  Willuhs,  the  House  divided 
—yeas  34,  lost.  Whea  the  bill  was  made  the 
order  for  Monday. 

Mr.  Gheoo,  said  he  had  determined  to  more 
this  day  thai  the  House  should  go  into  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union, 
with  the  view  of  takioe  into  consideration  iha 
resolution  which  he  had  some  time  siace  offered. 
{On  a  non-iraportalioD  of  British  goods.]  Ac  the 
request,  however,  of  some  getitlemen,  aud  inas- 
much as  the  day  was  already  considerably  ad  vao- 
ced,  he  said  he  would  not  make  this  motion  to-day, 
bat  he  gave  oocjce  he  should  make  it  to-morrov. 
NEW  YOHK  BLATG  COMPANY.     ^ 

Hr.  CnowKiiMBiBLD,  fVom  the  CknuoiitWe  of 
CoDmercc  an^  Mananomm,  to  whom  waa  rc- 
fcmd  th«  petilioB  of  the  Dttahes*  Covniy  Slate 
Comimny,  In  the  State  of  New  Tork,  made  the 
Iblkiwltig  report  i ' 

The  petfttanets  Teprewat  tint,  br  (bar  yeut  past, 
tte;  have  heen  engaged  In  WMting-  vad  namilsctor- 
ing  f  late,  in  the  eoonly  vt  'Dutebtm,  h  tha  Btata  of 
Mew  Ywk,  aad  aM  prapriaCDn  of  qnan^M  Mntainkg  i 
toavbraatlUa  qaanlit]',  ani  «f  a  ipnlitf  soMrior  to  si 
herMofora  diaeovered  in  thia  eoonlq'.  jVaij  hare  i 
i^^  adnanoad  ^naids  of  on*  hundred  aM  tweMy 
Ihoaiand  dollara,  as  a  capitBl  sliick,  for  carrying  f>  Ike 
tuneai,  aad  Maploy  afMat  nunthsr  (tf  workmen  and 
laboren.  The  petitionen  itate  that  ilate  ia  doit  gat- 
liag  iato  Kaneial  nas,  in  noot  patti  of  tk«  Uaited 
8lateB,and  ihejKem  to  beof  opiolonlbattbai'  ~  ~~  '~ 
(rfoureitbena,  and  the  credit  of  oar  country,  leai 
we  ihoqld  no  longer  be  under  the  neceni^  oi  import- 
ing it  freyi  Sfjc^.  Wt^  a  viaw,  tlMrefm,«f  eback. 
ing  the  inpottBtioii  of  tbreign  stale,  and  sa  aq  enooni- 
agement  to  our  o«a,  they  solicit  that  additional  duties 
may  t»  Imposed  on  all  elate  Irapartad  ftem  Europe. 
They  recommend  that  a  ipecifie  duty  should  be  im- 
po«d.  In  preference  to  an  ad  valorem  dnty,  on  account 
of  the  eic«edingly  low  price  at  wtach  tiie  slate  is  pro- 
eond  Aboi  (he  iquaniea  w  Wdts. 

TbeaonmhteeGDdth*  HoaaadeeidedeBajllDilar 
qi^eatitm  from  Ike  Now  Yoifc  and  SutdHae  ClMiaty 
«ia>a  C^ipiMy:,  ■!  the  h*  amrnm  of  Cawgtasa.  The 
aspaat-was  MiinoiaUa  ID  dia  patiliaNeH,  Mid  Ike  Hasie 
*"      '  ■      deoiaioB  of  tl  ... 


to  change  their  tbrmiw  cfimiM  on  1^  a^oet.  ^e 
fMMoncaBCoalbMtkat  lk«prioeaf  Jbiaiga  date  is  now 
nimmi  aadav  aa  ikat  of  Anaiieatt,btit  iktftxmpiiiD 


that  the  importation  of  the  finmer  is  eonthiued.  And 
can  the  pelilionerB  reasonably  eipact  that  iiuch  extra- 
VBgant  lugh  duties  shonld  be  itapoaed  on  die  importa- 
tion of  fereign  data  aa  will  amoimt  to  a  pnbitation  af 
tiie  article  I  The  commitlee  hope  tb«  petitionen  have 
bmted  no  each  expectatione.  la  the  United  Stately 
no  numoitoliea  exist,  and  none  eaght  ever  to  be  par- 
mitted  to  eiist.  If  k  duty,  amonnUng  Ui  a  proUbitim), 
ia  laid  on  foreign  slate,  the  Amariaan  slate  will  be 
^nhaacsd  in  price,  just  so  muok  aa  the  difference  mw 
be  between  the  old  aad  new  duty ;  indeed,  it  ia  bir 
the  price  would  go  beyond   that  differ- 


be  in  the  power  of  the  msnufacturen  of  elate,  ii 
country,  to  augment  the  cost  of  that  sriicle  to  the  pur- 
chaser  beyond  all  reasuiKble  bounde- 

Imported  slate  is  now  charged  with  a  duty  of  seven- 
teen and  a  half  per  cent,  ad  falorem.  In  the  opinion 
of  the  committee,  no  enflicient  reason  exfsta  to  recom- 
mend any  addition  to  tliii  duty.  The  intemla  of  other 
persani  than  Ihoee  who  wauld  be  imBediately  bene- 
fitted by  the  augmentation  of  the  price,  are  to  be  ecn- 
euhed  in  deciding  on  tlte  marite  of  this  iiaestion.  The 
parolutaer  or  consnmer-  nmat  ultimately  p^  the  wImU 
duty ;  he  ought  not  to  lie  prevented  from  buying  fiw- 
eigu  slste,  if  be  prefers  It  to  that  of  his  own  country. 
If  the  dnqr  ie  raiaad  cmwtderably,  die  Acierican  niana- 
fcoturer  would  hav^  the  eqlira  oommand  of  the  market, 
and  would  charge  his  own  pricea ;  nunpetition  would 
oesu ;  Ike  seller  would  be  enriched,  at  the  aipeoee  of 
the  buyer,  and  having  secured  a  monopoly  to  one  claas 
of  menDfecturern,  others  might  expect  eimilsr  fevota. 
Such  a  policy  cannot  be  approved  iu  tliis  country. 
HoweTsr,  notnilbatBndiqg  the  eipreuioD  af  tbeee 
□ptnbns,  if  the  existing  duty  was  not  deemed  to  be 
sufficiently  high  to  aff<»tl  an  advantage  to  the  Ameri- 
can date,  (die  chaises  on  the  importation  of  fbreign 
slate  being  at  the  same  time  consideTed  ai  adding 
graally  to  the  price,)  the  committee  would  probably 
have  been  indaoed  to  pi>iqiese  aoare  addition,  though 
aot  to  tita  extent  pra^ «d  for  by  the  petitiancas. 

If  Pongresi  intended  to  raiae  the  duliaa,  |atiers%, 
OD  articles  imported  bam  fbre^  (OunirieB,  either  with 
a  view  to  new  laveaue,  ar  as  a  Authar  encouragement 
to  domsetlc  manu&ctures,  the  committee  have  no  raa- 
■Mi  to  mppoae  that  slate  would  be  omitted.  Aa  4e 
committee  are  convinced  that  the  manuiacturera  of  state 
ai-e  sufficiently  protected  already,  and  being  perfectly 
satisfied  that  the  incresaed  or  prohibilor;  dnty  09  for- 
eign elate  wDuId  only  er^hsnce  the  price  of  the  article, 
to  their  exchraiie  benefit,  but  to  ihe  manifest  tnjuij  of 
''     '  the  Ibllowing  restrintion  is  respvctmlly 


Buoieed,  Tlat  the  Dntcheas  Oeusty  Stale  Gem- 
pMVy  of  New  ¥oit  be  pMrmittod  te  witkArMr  thfir 
petition. 

The  report  w«a  agreed  K>. 

HEinUMAIIK.  BITBB. 

Mr.  GBOWRiitflwiBLD,  from  the  Committee  of 
Commeree  and  Maoufheruvea,  reported  on  Ihe  pe- 
tition of  the  merchants  of  NeWburyport,  r^pre- 
sevihig  the  inooqveBievceB  experienced  in  navi- 
gating the  Merrimack,  and  praying  a  reimlnirse- 
meut  of  the  expenses  Inenrred  by  ihen  in  ilie 
ereetiuB  of  two  pien  ftn  fticilitating  the  mvi- 
liation  of  Mid  river.  Tfce  report  etutn  the  erect- 
ion of  the  piera  to  iMve  tieen  imdertakeo,  and 
the  expenditure  of  money  te  have  t>een  made,  ta- 
dependent  of  the  direction  of  the  UniMd  aisrtea. 
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raSTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


Polom. 


ridge — Chesapeake  and  Delaware  CanaL 


Mr.  Ely  tbouglit  ihere  appeared  on  ihe  lace  of 
the  ri^purl  siruug  reasons  iu  favor  of  ihe  prayer 
of  the  petitioners,  and  mored,  fur  ibe  purpose  of 
CODsidt-riEie  llie  c>ae,a  refereace  of  it  lo  the  Coid- 
mitiee  of  ins  wbole  Huuse. 

Mr.  CnowNiNaaiELD  was  in  fa*or  of  the  ume 
course,  and  ubacrved  that  he  had  been  in  the  com- 
mtLiee  ia  fiTor  of  the  claim. 

Mr.  Earl?  opposed  this  courM>,  and  aopported 
the'  immediate  cuoeurrence  of  the  House  m  the 
report,  on  the  ground  staled  therein. 

Mr.  G.  W.  Campbeli, advocated  areferenee  of 
the  report  to  a  Cutiiniillee  of  the  whole  Hou.ie, 
aod  eiprCbsed  hii  opioion  in  favor  of  ihe  applica- 
tion. 

Mr.  John  C.  Smith  spoke  ia  favor  of  a  refer- 
ence 10  a  CoDlrniileaof  the  whole  House. 

Mr.  Blqwell  apuke  againat  such  a  tefeteuce, 
aod  in  favor  of  Iht  report. 

Mr.  Sloan  took  the  oppouie  aide  of  the 
queMioD. 

On  ibe  queilioa  beiDS  taken,  a  reference  to-a 
Comaiitteeufihe  whole  House  obtained— yeas  S9. 

POTOMAC  BRIDDE. 

The  House  again  resolved  tiaelf  into  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  on  the  bill  for  tbe  erection  of 
■  bridge  across  the  Potomac. 

Tne  question  was  lekea  on  lirailiug  the  masi- 
muiD  of  future  lolls  to  tweoty-four  per  centum 
per  annum,  and  carried — yean  47,  nays  43. 

A  motion  was  made  to  limit  the  corporation 
to  fifty  years,  which  after  considerable  debate  was 
rejected— yeas  29. 

A  motion  was  then  made  for  a  transfer,  after  a 
certain  number  of  years,  of  the  bridge  to  the  Uni- 
ted Slates,  on  iheir  indemnifying  the  company, 
which  wac  likewise  disagreed  to — yeaa  18. 

A  motioa  wa«  made  to  limit  ibe  corporation  to 
niaeiy-nine  Tean>,  which  was  not  agreed  to. 

Mr.  O.  W.  Gahpbbll  moved  a  newseettsn, 
lendering  the  com^>any  liable  to  all  clainu  of  in- 
demnity for  injuries  arising  to  private  propeny 
from  any  obstruction  of  the  navi^tioD  of  the  Po- 
tomac by  the  ereeiion  of  the  bridge.  This  mo- 
tion was  tost — yeas  12. 

Mr.  Early  moved  a  new  section,  making  it 
Ihe  duty  uf  the  company  to  keep  the  channel  at 
the  draw  of  the  same  depth  as  it  now  is,  and,  if 
suffered  to  become  iihoiil,  impusibg  on  them  a  pen- 
alty ol  — —  dollars  for  every  week  it  shall  be  so 
«iiaM«d  to  contiaue.    Motion  loai-— yeas  37.  nays 

Mr.  Sloan  moved  an  addiitooal  saeiion  that  in 
case  the  bridge  shall  fall  into  deeay  or  he  bruken 
down,  ibe  said  company  shall  be  bound  to  remove 
the  said  materials  out  of  ihe  channel  of  (he  river, 
so  that  ibe  navigaiioQ  may  not  be  ohatrueled 
thereby.  This  mution  was  likewise  disagreed  to 
—yeas  25. 

Mr.  QoLDaBOaonOH  moved  an  ataendroenl,  re- 
quiting otie  hundrKd  thou»and  dollars  to  be  i>ub- 
acribed  previously  to  the  company  oummeacing 
their  operetionK,  which,  aftef  dewte,  was  disa- 
greed to — yeaa  40,  tisys.66. 
,  Afiw  ihe  ptopusilioB  of  «  great  vaciely  of  other 


amendment^  some  of  which  were  agreed  to  and 
others  rejected,  the  Cummittee  rose  and  reported 
their  agreement  to  the  bill. 

WeDHESDAY,  March  5.  i 

The  Speakeh  laid  before  ihe  House  a  letter 
from  ihe  Secreury  of  the  Navy,  communicating 
the  nature  and  ejleni  of  the  services  rendered  to 
Ihe  captive  crew  of  the  late  frigate  Phiiadelphit 
by  the  Danish  Consul  at  Tripoli,  in  pursuance  of 
a  refoluiion  of  the  House,  of  the  fifth  ultimo; 
which  wan  read,  and  referred  to  Mr.  Clare,  Mr. 
RicHARDB,  and  Mr.  Tallmadoe 

A  messBge  from  the  Senate  informed  the  Hoose 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  a  hill,  entitled  "An 
act  for  the  punishment  of  couolerfeiiing  the  cur- 
rem  coin  of  the  United  States,  and  for  oiher  pur- 
poses •"  to  which  they  deaire  the  concurrence  of 
thin  House. 

Mr.  Nicholson,  presented  a  peiitton  from  the 
members  of  the  Board  of  Commissiooers  of  the 
couDty  of  Washington,  in  the  District  of  Colum- 
bia, representing  that  great  inconveniences  had 
arisen  from  that  part  of  the  act  incorporating  the 
City  of  Washington  which  exemplsciiy  property 
from  taxation  for  county  purposes,  and  represent- 
ing sundry  other  circom.«tancea  which^  m  ilieir 
opinion,  require  Legislative  inlerpoKiiion. — Re- 
ferred to  a  select  eommiiiee  of  five  membere. 

Mr.  Dawboh  presented  a  peiiiion  from  a  Dom- 
ber  of'  citixess  of  Washington  county,  District  »f 
Columbia,  praying  that  ihe  President  may  be  aa- 
ihortzed  to  permit  an  anclosuteof  ihe  unoccupinl 
public  ground  in  ihe  City  of  Watbiagtoo,  on  the 
condition  of  its  cultivation  and  improvemeni. — 
Rrferred  to  the  committee  appointed  on  the  peti- 
tion of  ihe  BcHlrd  of  CummissionerB. 

Mr.  Tbompsoh  moved  that  tb«  House  shouM 
enter  npoo  ihe  consideration  of  the  aiDeadcMats 
made  in  ibe  Coromiitee  of  the  Wliole  lo  the  bill 
•uiho^zing  the  erection  of  ■  bridge  Mfoss  the 
Potomac. 

Mr.  Oriqo  mored  its  postponement  till  Ghiar- 

Mr.  Shilie  sDppoited,  end  Mr.  TiroMpeoH  op- 
posed this  moiioa,  which  prevailed— ay ea  54, 
noes  45. 

CUE8APEARE  AND  DBLAWABE  CANAL. 

Mr.  Grego,  from  the  commiliee  to  whom  was 
referred,  on  the  twenty-eigbih  of  January  last,  the 
petition  of  the  President  and  Directors  of  the 
Chesapeake  and  Delaware  Canal  Company,  made 
ihe  fallowing  report: 


d  Delaware,  tor  Ihe  ^rpoM  of  forming  a  natigsble 
caaal  over  the  iuhmus,  which  sppsnles  the  JM;i-vf 
Chesapeske  and  Delaware.'  that  in  paraeeBoeef  the 
aeveral  asta  of  incorporation,  psMcd  hy  the  said  Statee, 
reapectivelj,  a  large  Dunibef  of  iDbaoiiptions  were 
made  b;  divara  dliaens  of  the  United  Bixea,  and  a 
board  ef  prandent  and  directors  were  dnly  sleeted  ftt 
cvTjinf  the  project  iesa  efieet. 

That  the  said  |»eMdent  and  diieelon,  in  poraaaDce 
of  their  appoiBtoMBt,  hate  peeMBadikilM  BBgiiws, 


HISTOKT  OF  OONGKESS. 


Mak 
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Nim-Jmportalion  ^  Good* from  Qrtat  Britain, 


H.I 


■R. 


lo  (n|4M«  •ndmrrej  the  ground  icnu  the  afbrnmid 
iathiiDa,  and  luia  Sim)  od  ■  TOQie  or  pMition  Ibr  Ott 
CHial,  calcHlalmi,  u  the;  oonceitv,  in  Kiwry  mpaM,  to 
■MBr*  Ihe  frwt  (od  iroportmot  pnrpoae  of  an  anmler- 
ropltd  lunigitiDii,  aod  lM>e  Bi»da  CDDiiderabli  prog m* 
ID  Iha  wsrk.  They  Gnil.  haweTcr,  that  U  aeconipliab 
it,  a  greater  pOTtion  of  fbrtiludB  and  penef  eranra,  and 
more  ainplB  mourcM  wilt  be  necewarj,  than  the  indj- 
Tiduils  who  arc  «iiih«rkrd  in  it,  can  be  anppotrd  to 
poawn.  Tbe  importance  of  the  unJertaking  and  the 
unmenM  nalional  aJTintsgea  which  ma;  altimatel; 
mult  from  it.  they  bap«  will  be  mfficient  inducemenla, 
to  prevail  on  Congren  to  grant  them  such  aaaietanfe  ai 
will  eDiMe  tbem  to  complete  the  buaineaa  agreeably  to 
their  (rriginal  plan. 

The  commitHe  «tnnot  heaitate  a  mouenl  in  de- 
(Ming  on  the  importann  and  eitemira  titilitT  of  ccn- 
■ecting  the  wateia  of  the  Cheaapeak*  and  DelawiTB, 
by  a  navigable  caiwL  To  adopt  a  phnaa  bmiliamed 
17  nae,  they  conaider  the  project  aa  an  opening  wedge 
wr  an  extanaiTe  inland  aangation,  which  woold  at  all 
timfi  b«  df  an  immfnaa  adiantage  to  the  oominercial,  «■ 
wall  aa  toihe  •gricnitatal  and  namdactaring  pan  of  the 
eomnianitj.  Bat  In  die  e*enlorawar.ita  advantagee 
would  be  inralcutahle.  The  reaaooing  of  the  petilionen 
ia  coDcluaiTeon  thi*  point.  If  argument*  are  neceaaai;, 
their  petition  ruiniahea  an  ample  aufpl;  10  prove,  that 
DO  ajatem  of  internal  tmproiemeat  which  haj  yet  been 
proposed  in  thia  country,  heldaoul  the  proapect  of  auch 
important  national  adTantagea,  as  natuntl;  reault  from 
aiuccaearul  termination  of  their  nniJertaking. 

Sid  the  Gnaneea  oflha  conntry  admit  of  it,  Ae  mm- 
mhlee  would  feel  ■  peifcct  freeJom  in  reMiniiiending 
b>  ihe  Houae  the  propriety,  in  their  opinion,  of  extend- 
ing to  the  pelilionere  turh  aid  aa  the  difficnlty  and  Im- 
portance of  their  enterpriae  wonid  he  thought  to  joe- 
tHy.  But  it  ia  a  queation,  whether,  at  thia  momeot, 
Ike  ataM  of  the  Treaanty  weald  admit  of  any  McuD>BTy 
iMiatance  hetng  granted.  The  amonnt  of  tne.paUic 
debt,  yet  to  ba  eitinguiahed,  the  enbairaaaed  alate  of 
our  commerce,  and  the  critical  aituatien  of  Ihe  country 
in  teUtion  tn  btreign  Gorernownla,  might  perhapa  be 
conaidared  aa  iuaurmonolable  otgactiDaa  againat  apply- 
ilg  any  public  money  lo  internal  improTemenla,  at 
bii  particular  time.  Under  an  impreaaion  aiiaine 
from  these  cireumatancei,  the  committee  recommend 
the  Ibllowing  reaolution : 

ttaohtd.  That  it  would  not  ha  expedient,  at  thia 
tine,  to  grant  any  pecuniary  aaaiatance  10  tba  Preaident 
and  Directora  of  the  Cheaiapeake  and  Delawere  Canal 
Company. 

The  t«part  waa  refeired  lo  •  CoiniiiitiM  of  the 

Whole  00  Monday. 

MPORTATIOWB  FROM  OSBAT  BRITAm. 

Th<>  Hi)une  then,  on  the  moiioo  of  Mr.  Grgoo. 

TCtoUed  iiHflf  inio  ■  Commiliee  of  the  Whole  un 

th*(t«le  of  iheUainD— nyex  72. 

Mr.  Qrgoo  rnOTpd  that  the  eomoiiti*«  should 
lake  Into  con-^iderati'io  a  resolution,  oSerpd  by 
him,  on  the  SSih  <>f  Jaouir]',  fur  a  non -importa- 
tion of  B'iti<ih  goodn. 

The  Commiitee  having  a^r^d  id  take  op  Ihe 
rmoIuiioQ,  and  It  harin^  hei!it  read  from  the 
Chair,  in  the  fGllowing  word<: 

"Whereaa  Grqat  Britain  impreaaea  citiiena  of  the 
United  Statea,  and  rompela  them  to  *er*e  on  board  her 


longing  to  dtitena  of  the  United  Stale*,  and  their  car- 
goea,  being  the  ion«^e  property  of  American  atiien*, 
not  eoetraband  of  war,  and  not  proceeding  ts  plir« 
besieged  or  blockaded,  under  the  pretcil  of  their  being 
pngaged  in  time  of  war  in  a  trade  with  her  enemiaa, 
which  waa  not  allowed  b  time  of  peace; 

"  And  whereas  the  Government  of  the  United  Slates 
has  repeatedly  remonstrs led  to  the  Britiih  Govemmeiit 
Bgainat  tbe#e  injuriea,  and  demanded  satii&ction  tbere- 
n>r,  but  without  efiect:  Therefore, 

"  Raohed,  That,  until  equitable  and  satisfactory  ar- 
rangemeuts  on  these  points  shall  be  made  between  the 
two  UoTeminents,  it  is  eipeilient  diat.  from  and  after 

the  — ^^  day  of neitt,  no  goods,  warei.  or  mer- 

chandiae,  of  Ihe  growth,  product  or  manutacture  of  Great 
Britain,  or  of  any  of  Ihe  cotDDie*  or  dependenciee  thereof 
onght  to  be  imported  into  the  United  States ;  provided, 
bowerrer,  that  wbefterer  amnjra mnrts  deemed  aatiafso- 
tory  by  the  PreaideBt  of  ihe  United  Suies  shall  Mko 
pUiee,  it  shall  be  lawfkl  for  bin  by  pmdamation  to  tx 
a  day  on  whkb  the  probiUtieD  aToreaaid  ahall  ecase  " 

Mr.  J.  Clat  iuquired  whether  ii -would  noi  be 
in  order  to  call  up  a  reaoluiioii  offered  bf  him  on 
■he  Karae  rubji-Ci. 

The  Crjurman  said  it  wat  not  in  order,  afler 
the  Commiiire  had  determined  to  coasider  the 
reimlution  ju»i  read. 

Mr. Oheoo  ibcD  rose, and  Hid:  Mr.  Cfaairman, 
I  cannot  but  congratulate  the  ComniiMee  on  our 
baring  at  lensih  taken  up  ihe  buiinen  lo  wbieil 
I  believe  the  people  of  this  country  aniverssllf 
experied  we  would  have  turned  our  aileolino  on 
the  firat  moment  oraanembling  in  our  Leci^laiive 
capacity.  Before  we  left  ourhomeii.weJiail  leflrned, 
through  the  channel  of  newspapers,  thai  outrages 
of  a  moat  atrocious  kind  bad  been  committed  on 
the  petaoBsaDd  property  of  American  ciiizee-,  by 
some  of  the  belliitereot  nations  of  Europe.  This 
intelligence  has  been  officially  eonfirrai'd  by  mju- 
dryeommuoicBliunswbLeh  we bave  received  from 
thePresident  of  Ihe  Uoiied  Slates.  From  ihraa 
aouroea  we  hare  derived  ihe  informatioD  ihM 
irrupiions  have  been  imde  into  oar  iciritory.  on 
its  souibern  frontier,  by  tiubjeins  of  Spain,  and  that 
depredaiiooB  10  a  very  considerable  exieut  have 
been  eommiiied  nn  our  eommerce  hy  the  cmisers 
of  thai  nation.  Themanlyspirii  wiln  which  iheia 
irruption*  were  resisted  by  the  officers  of  our  Quv- 
erameni  appeara,  for  the  preseitt,  to  have  cheeked 
the  farther  prugreasof  that  evil;  aiMl  it  aeemsthat 
the  system  of  deprvdatioD  baa  beeo  discostinued, 
in  pursuance  of  insiructiooa  issued  b^  ibe  Minia- 
te/ of  Statc-and  of  Marine  10  the  Director  Qen- 
etal  of  the  FleeL  These  orders-were  iaeued  00 
■  he  3 1  day  of  September,  1805.  and  are  nnderstood 
tiihave  btfn  produfed  by  the  remonttrwnceeof  oar 
Mioiater  at  that  Court.  Prom  these  faverable 
Hvmpioms.  a  presumption  naturally  and  neecsaa- 
rilyarises  ihai  an  amicahleadjuaimeni  of  the  points 
in  dispute  between  that  GKirerBmeBI  and  ours  ia 
not  to  be  despaired  of.  Should  we.  however,  he 
deceived  In  ibix  ealoulsiion — should  similar  ias- 
trrcMiofls  be  repeated — w«  are  nut  deatilnte  of 
means  in  obtain  redress;  and  on  such  an  event 
lakiuff  place.  I  preiHime  we  would  not  bcnitate  in 
reeoriinc  (o  the  ownplete  exercise  of  ibeee  meaoa. 

I«iah  ik«proq»aelefUBaaaiBmedaliMof  otu 
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diffisiYoaei  widi  GmbE  firili 

BD<I flatten B^.   BDtttir«fBloi&ittiGb«Mitiii 


wcr*  aqnatlf  brifflii 

iKtic  b«Mitiiy  of  I0B1 

QoveroMwl  lomtds  our  catancrce,  aad  tt(  ob- 


«tiB«te  perseTPTaoae  in  the  inpnisment  of 
BMraien,  Boimthetandlft^  th«  Kpnted  rcBaoD- 
Mraoees  of  our  Mioisten,  leare  no  room  to  «peet 
ao  KcomraodatiDD  until  we  nsort  to  such  raeas- 
ures  as  vitl  meke  her  feel  oar  iinportaQCe  to  her  as 
thepurebasersaDdcooGameriofhermaDuractUTes, 
and  tbe  great  injury  sbe  will  lusiain  tbroqgii  a 
total  priraiion  of  out  friendship. 

This,  it  must  be  cckaswledged,  is  a  very  import- 
ant subject,  and  one  which  caODot  fail  U>  engage 
tbe  eauesl  aitemiou,  not  oaly  «f  this  Comoutis*, 
but  mutt  also  ezcile  tta  aaxioua  m1  Joitu4e  «f  avary 
nmnber  of  the  ooiopioDiiy.  Ob  tbe  covtae  we 
may  now  uka— «n  the  iBaaaunn  we  anf  bow 
punuf— will  IB  a  great  measats  dspeml,  ib  aif 
Tiew,  tbe  detCmiDatioD  of  the  qneHioii  whether 
we  arc  to  ha  a  freeand  iBdepeadeni  MKioBiOT  whs- 
tbar  we  are  to  snrreoder  tbat  boastwd  ftrivikge, 
and  tamely  mbaut  to  luob  iadignity  aod  oppres- 
aioa  as  our  forefathers,  even  in  ibeir  iUte  of  cot- 
oniBafioB,  would  hav*  rMiited  with  imlignaiiaD. 
Id  tha  diaatuaioaof  a^iaeitionof  *ueh  aMnitade, 
in  tbe  decision  of  which  we  are  so  ■naieruHy  in- 
tereMed,aiid  on  which  the  benerand  trne  iaier- 
ettofoaroountrysomueb  depend,!  trust  we  will' 
diieBloursrinaof  all  party  feelings,  wheiheraria- 
iag  ftan  otir  diSM-eat  partuit*  ta  tifa,  ftom  gM- 
gnphieal  diiriaetians,  or  from  palitkal  centtda^ 
BliooB,  ao  that  Mir  decision  may  be  the  result  of  a 
aoDod  jn%tn«M,  vniDflnenacd  tirber  by  iaiprepcf 
partialMy  or  pr^dice. 

From  the  hostile  eondaet  of  (ha  nattOBS  le  which 
I  bare  aHiided,  and  ftom  the  pointed  manDer  ta 
whioh  iha  President  baa  reeomniended  prepara- 
tiena  for  detBUM^  an  idea  appears  to  bare  eooe 
fattfa  that  we  ai«  to  be  iwnediBtdT  angafS  ia 
wat.  This  opisioa  hai  reeaired  additional  aat<- 
Ttnay  from  a  nport  male  hy  a  seteol  eotnmlitae 
of  tbe  Hodsa,  reeoaim«i<liBg«D  appropriation  of 
iMaey  to  a  eonaiderable  lamauai,  for  the  par^MBs 
of  eiwiiM  fortifloMionB  for  the  defenee  af  e«r 
pons  and  liii4>on,  c«d  far  building  gMihoais  md 
.  ihip^vf-iteJiH.  BidmyeeMhocotsaeaetdwilh 
thia  opinio*,  I  ahMid  cevtaiDly  gin  thla  report 
EB V  emiatenanee^  so- fhr  as  raspeon  fonifieat«MW, 
wfaiab,  from  thar  siKBtfon,  are  tbaught  to  ha  ca- 
pableofaffinidtaiiBaytabataMiBlprMMtion.  Bvei 
BathJBffiar^  1  may  perhaps  ba  ii>doced  torateis 
&Ter  of  the  appraprMtJoa  for  ffunbovts,  to  wliava 
tha  aonety  of  loBie  of  oor  fdlow-cititeBa,  whote 
ahrnii  appear  to  he  greailr  eiciitd ;  and  beeause 
I  believe,  from  all  the  inrornMtfon  I  have  been 
able  to  edleot  from  naaal  and  rofliury  geoikaeD, 
^boata  Will  a£brd  the  m«M  efiheiMl  preiectiOD, 
in  the  evcwt  of  oor  being  eompeKad  to  bsre  m^' 
oonraa  to  defemiee  measures,  by  any  aecttReneea 
that  taray  hereafter  uhe  place. 

Bui  here  i  mast  be  pcraaittad  to  deckre  that  I 
hare  no  epprebensieas  wbatenr  of  a  war.  The 
preaeat  •rtuatieii  of  the  aations  of  Burope  fonmbes 
no  iftawai  for  eutenaimng  ««cb  appreheosiona. 
Their  present  evgagements  fttraish  ample  em- 
plof  mei*  fat  aU  «heit  rcaanreee^  both  af  men  tid 


meaey.  The  imporianl  eoatest  which  bow  obco- 
piee  (heir  Ulention  i«  net  likely  lo  be  brought  to 
atpeedyieroinatian.  BTcnif  the  Ulaor  Powvn 
shonldwitfidrawihMi  ibeeoDfedeiaoy^ttiereistw 
^Meeiof  B  speedy  pMce  betweea  tbeiwft  great 
rtrel  oatioDs.  They  will  most  jrrobaMy  sooa 
return  to  the  litnation  they  respectiTsly  occnpied 
at  the  cotnmeacemenl  of  the  pment  campaign. 
The  scene  of  Boulogne  will  probably  be  acted  over 
Bz&iD.    The  fleet  of  the  one  nation  must  be  em- 

E toyed  In  guardiog  its  coasts  a^insi  an  iuTasion 
y  the  army  of  the  oiber.  lo  this  situatioii,  nei- 
ther will  be  disposed  jo  add  to  the  number  of  their 
enemies.  Great  Britain  derives  sonw  advaniag* 
from  that  piadalory  war  whish  she  permits  and 
ajithotizes  to  be  carried  oa  agaiut  our  oo  ounenM 
and  she  alao  eapeiienoes  aeose  oonreniaDCii  in 
manning  her  B«*yi  from  the  famliiy  widi  which 
deflcienoiM  are  supplied  by  iaipresssaeBts  of  <rar 
seamen  from  on  board  onr  trading  resscfab  loK^ 
eat  and  oon'^ieaec  will  hrdaee'her  te  pursue  thia 
syslen,  so  loiig  as  we  dtacarer  a  dnposiiioa  to 
yield  impticit  sobmisshn',  h«t  let  a  national  ipirit 
of  dlsspprobsiiofl  and  rMistance  onCe  drscorer 
itself;  let  ns  once  tell  her,  in  tbe  proud  langira^ 
of  independence,  that  we  will  no  longer  submit  lo 
this  iodlgoilyandoppressioB,  andwewill  find  the 
practice  rclioquisheo,  and  oar  fellow-citizens  lib- 
erated from  that  degrading  bondage  in  which  they 
ere  now  held,  and  reUored  to  their  counuy  and 
friends.  Qre^t  Britain  is  too  well  versed  m  ibn 
bnsioess  of  calculotiao,  and  too  well  aciiuaiRlied 
with  her  own  inlarefl,  ic  casevete  in  this  Lawleaa 
system  M  the  haiand  of  losifig  «usta«teia,  who** 
Boaual  purohaacs  of  her  m*Bniai>tiirai  and  other 
■Barehaadise  COMC«la,  I  hcUeve,  tUrty  uslheo*  mt 
■aiars. 

In  saewhiBg  Aw  -isaieKals  u  sDhsMmute  *b« 
ftata  atRiei  in  tbe  preamble  to  the  resotutton,  it  ie 
only  Beeeesary  (o  ren>r  to  tbe  blslorr  of  the  con- 
duct of  the  British  Oovetament  towsrds  ns  fn- « 
my  short  period.  By  lorolng  t  few  pages  of 
hat  history  we  will  find  that  a  laree  number  of 
)OT  fellow-citizens  have  been  forcibly  taken  from 
their  homes — for  his  ship  is  a  seaman's  borne— 
bare  been  put  on  board  British  ships  of  war  and 
compelled  10  Ugh!  her  battles  against  a'^wer  be- 
'~een  whom  and  her  own  On  rernmeut  there  eiista 
difference.  The  general  notoriety  of  this  traih 
preelodes  the  necessity  of  n  reference  tonny  par- 
ticular document  to  prare  the  torreetnesi  <tf  the 
slaWnxnt  Was  ench  a  Tafarmte  eec^safir]  I 
imigbl  point  to  a  report  from  the  Depirhnenl.of 
Staler  made  at  the  last  session  of  Cenzress.  In 
that  report  we  find  thai,  at  that  lime,  fiueen  hun- 
dred and  tbirty-eighlpersons.cIsimiDz  to  be  Araer-, 
■ —  citizens,  had  been  able  to  eztenn  their  appU- 
in  for  relief  to  their  own  GovNoment;  and 
though  Oreat  Britain  claimed  some  of  these  as 
her  subjects,  agreeably  te  her  doctrine  of  wm- 
expatriation,  the  greU  mass  was  acknowledged  to 
be  Americans,  for  whose  detention  no  other  cause, 
icould  be  assigned  but  because  sbe  sfood  in  need 
of  their  service,  Aod  is  it  not  a  fair  presumption 
that  this  number  was  but  a  small  proportion  ot 
[those  who  were  acitully  imptenedT   Changed 
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from  abifi  la  ahjp,.*Bd  tbe  Teasels  in  whioh  ibar 

arefrequeni]ychtiiigiD2  their  sialiuD, and  guarded 


offiaen  tor  f  elref. 

TUa  opM^  thi»^  QagfraBt  vioialwa  of  ODC  Hf  bM 
Mam,  Mti]  u  ftiltaeas  of  ao  iigdspp»deBt  natioB, 
•srtMDlr  demtuds  the  interp    '  '         "  " 

mvat.    T»  'trhat  eaaM  are  we _ .    . 

Mi  iHik  «liich  tlieie  oftrMtnaara  Men  fcaT«  bKM 
treated  7  A  few  years  a^o,  when  aoMe  ef  '•w 
Miopte  faal  the  misfbnnDe  to  \m  made  pmoner! 
Vf  ilu  Algariae*,  and  at  a  later  periad,  wbeU 
aone  others  fell  iMo  the  handi  of  1M  Ttipolitmt, 
the  feeliDgaof  ibo  QoTcraaaeBt  and  of  the  wliole 
touniry  were  aKre.  Ail  wioa  lioited  in  leqnif 
kg  the  ene^y  of  the  Goveriment  to  be  eaested, 
awd  it*  pnne  to  ha  opeaed,  a»  that  ao  means  to 
abtaiti  tlie  litwrlr  of  tbe  oaptivei  aaigbt  be  Icfi 
mtried.  fiuaaw*  has  orowbed  theae  andearort, 
and  ihoie  who  were  anlorlaiiBlelf  alaTes  are  now 
enjoying  theirft«edon.  Id  wkkt  re^et,  I  woald 
ask,  teea  tbe  situatioa  of  tboie  who  have  beeq 
imprcited  frcm  on  board  ifacir  own  Tesatls,  and 
who  are  forcibly  detaioed  on  Iwird  British  ehipi 
of  war,  diBbr  from  tbai  «i  tbe  A%etiae  and  Ttt* 
poliiBD  prisonersl  So  for  as  respects  the  Oar* 
anment,  tbe  rofHogeneottor  it*  rights  we  grcUni 
in  the  former  than  is  the  laiter  case.  Tbe  sitnai 
liOD  of  the  JndiTidnal  is  no  belter.  A  wonnAtn- 
Keced  by  a  British  cat-crf'-itiiie-LaiJa  is  not  leas  ae- 
nraly  felt  ibaa  if  it  had  pnrateded  fnm  the  laak 
of  as  Al^riae.  The  paiieol  subninioa  with 
Whioh  we  bare  so  loov  «i<urcd  this  flagrant  ont- 
raga  on  tha  feelingt  of  huMasiiy  aad  on  the  boMc 
of  <Mr  ffoanlry.  mast  bare  excited  tbe  aatoni^ 
Bent  of  tbe  trbole  world ;  but  it  muM  also  hare 
In^taed  Attn  vety  fornibly  with  ia  idea  of  the 
■Meratloa  of  ear  QorerameDt,aDd  of  ita  etrona 
|M«dile«(ioa  fbr  peace.  I  tf  Dat,  hmmvei,  we  wiU 
BOW-  (kiw  then  that  there  ««  a  pmM  beyoad  vhiob 
wa  will  BOI  tcKp;  that  vma  altboagh  we  may 
net  think  it  advimbk  to  make  repriaiils,  w«  witt 
at  leaat  withdraw  out  frieodly  inMrcoane  fran 
diet  Qovemment,  wboae  whole  ayalcn  of  etmr 
tott  hnratda  as  baa  been  that  tA  tfistnel*  and  de- 
gradaiion)  aDdlhal,  a*  the  bnsioeaa  inBawiaken 
Kit  will  be  puntiM  with  zeal  aad  aider,  until 
loicf  Ustlenoed  to  this ubhsppy  aksaof  sd&t- 
tn,  mai  aeoiHSty  obtained  agaiM  siHuhr  aggeea- 
aioni  oa  their  persons -in  fttttaie,  ky  amb  urange- 
nentaas  ought  to  be  deened  lamaatory. 

Id  relatioa  to  ike  oaptnra  and  eondennatiaii  of 
Mr  Tesasli,  coDtruy  to  wkat  we  coimdei,  and  to 
what  I  TVrily  beliere  to  he  tbe  iftw  of  natioBe,  I 
■kaJI  not  detain  tbe  Comminee  with  many  ebte»- 
TatioBB,  rhave  no  iatention  of  antenag  int«  a 
dJBCQsilan  of  the  abetmt  oneition,  whether  a 
trade  is  juitiGabie  in  war  whach  is  notopm  14 
time  of  peace.  I  will  only  obserre,  that  on  the 
yriDciplea  af  reason  and  ^atioe,  and  from  sMk 
avthoTs  89  I  have  bad  an  ofiportawiy  of  eonsnlir 
ing,  the  right  for  whiab  we  coniand  deei  appear 
Mt  «n  t«  be  dearly  estahliAed.  Ib  lome  laie 
fBbtitAtiona,  thii  qv^stLoa  ha»  leactnd  a  raff 


laminoQs  and  ample  diseussipo,  and  Ibe  right  in- 
sisted on  by  us  has  been  placed  on  such  ground, 
and  supported  by  reasoning  so  clear,  so  cogent, 
and  go  puDclusive,  that  Great  Briiain,  wirh  aUbet 
boasted  thlenls,  will  find  it  exttemely  difficult  to 
God  answers  for  them. 

But  even  admitting  the  British  doctrine  to  be 
correct,  what,  I  wouiH  a.ik,  has  been  the  condnel 
of  that  Government  ander  it?  Has  it  been  that 
of  a  naiion  actuated  hy  motive*  of  liberalitv  and 
friendship?  Has  it  been  that  of  a  civilized  and 
polished  oalion?  Has  it  been  such  aajasticeand 
thefalr  andhooorahlecoiidiictofourCiOvemmei^t 
has  given  us  a  right  to  expect?  No  person,  1 
think, is  prepared  to  answer  m  ibeaffirmatire.  It 
does  not  appear  that  the  principle  was  practised 
on  during  the  last  nor  for  some  time  after  the 
commencement  of  tbe  present  war.  I  will  not 
nntteMake  absolutely  to  say  that  they  relinquished 
it,  but  the  trade  which  it  now  prohibits  Was  per- 
mitted lo  be  carried  on  to  a  great  extent  without 
any  interruption  from  (bejr  cruisers.  Numbera, 
allured  by  the  prospect  of  gain,,  were  induced  to 
engage  in  the  proaiahle  business,  and  supposing 
themselves  safe  under  the  pcotection  of  Jaw,  had 
their  vessels  and  effects  seized  lo  a  large  amount. 
I^be  capture  and  coodemnaTion  ^f  iheir  propehy 
was  to  them  the  first  promulgation  of  the  law. 
Ignorance  of  what  it  was  impossible  for  them  to 
Know,  was  imputed  to  them  as  a  crime,  and  an 
honorable  dependence  on  the  justice  of  aQovera- 
meat  professing  10  be  friendly,  was  prosecuted 
with  penalty  and  forfeiture. 

But  even  independent  of  our  just  cause  of  coni- 

filaint  arising  from  this  principle,  ap])ar«nily  new. 
has  UDJustI)'  brought  into  opeiaiion^  bow  bas 
that  Goverilmetit  conducted  la  relation  to  cap- 
tures, in  which,  after  the  most  miouie  invesiiga> 
tion,  all  ibe  ingenuity  of  her  courts  have  not  beea 
able  to  discover  any  principle  to  warrant  tke  oon- 
demnatibn?  The  perplexing  diOicuTties,  the  ve^T 
Btious  delays,  and  the  enormous  expanse  attend- 
ine  ibe  prosecution  of  a  claim  throu^  every  stage 
or  its  progress,  place  an  almost  insurmountable 
barrier  in  the  way  of  obtaining  justice.  In  fiic^ 
all  her  commercial  maxims,  and  ibe  whole  sys- 
tem of  her  conduct,  discoTc^  a  manifest  intentioii, 
L  Sxed  deierminaliop,  to  coo  sum  mate  tbe  ruin  of 
he  commerce  of  this  country. 

I  am  sWaie,  Mr.  Chairman,  ttut  many  ot  the 
laptures  add  coqdemnacIoiH,  of  whiqh  we  have 
heard  such  loud  cotpplaints,ajre  strictly  watraoted 
Vy  tbe  law  of  Bftlions.  An  immodetate  desire  <S 
gain  vCry  frequently  leads  the  mercb&ais  to  en- 
gage in  a  trade  which  the  uhirersal  coosent  of  all 
nations  has  declared  to  be  unlawtVil.  This  obeei^ 
Tqiion  WHI,  htnrever,  perhape  apply  with  Oiore 
pmpritiy  to  foreigners,  who  hare  fixed  their  resE- 
dehce  BAlong  Bs,  to  enjoy  the  adraniage  of  trad- 
ing under;  our  neutral  ri^bl^  than  10  the  real 
American  merchant.'  This  description  of  men, 
r,  nv  influence  of  patriotism,  and  too  geaB< 
,  unresihiined  hy  any  principles  of  jusiie^ 
pursue  their  object,  wikolty  reg&ralew  of  the  uin 
lere^  of  die  country,  or  of  any  JBjurioiu  aODHit 
4iKft(w»  tA  vjunti  it  iwgiU^tM  Hft^jeotatl  ikvosli 
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tlirlr  misconduci.  I  hnve  no  idi-a  of  invnlving 
my  ci'Untry  in  anv  ilifficully  on  iccounl  uf  these 
peiiple  or  iheii  Una*.  As  ihey  are  ciiizfn-i  of  ihe 
vorld,  equiltf  allBched  to  every  country,  I  would 
•IwayH  willingly  surreniler  ihem.  ■□  be  puniAhett 
according  ro  ibe  Uvs  of  whaiw^r  country  ihrj 
roighl  be  found  Iran  stressing.  But  in  withhuld- 
ing  protecrioo  rruni  ibese  lawles-i  adveniurert,  iet 
us  nut  withdraw  it  from  the  reHl  American  mer- 
cbant.  Acling  from  molivps  of  palrioiiiim  ax 
Well  a'  of  gain,  he  con]t)ineshiaowD  inieresi  with 
that  of  hi9  country.  While  he  is  sccumulaiing 
wealih  to  hiin»elf,  he  ia  addins  lo  the  revenue 
and  riehes  of  his  country  ;  and  wnile  he  i^  tearch- 
ing  a  murket  fur  ihe  produclioiis  of  the  farmera, 
be  is  discovering  something  that  may  contribute 
lo  their  convenience  and  CDiofort.  He  is  n  ne- 
cessary link  in  the  chain  of  "ur  socieiy.  There 
IB  a  mutual  dependence  betwixt  him  and  the 
farmer.  The  interest  of  the  nne  is  promoied  by 
the  success  of  the  olher.  This  being  the  case, 
these  two  classes  ^.hould  be  exiremely  cauiiuus 
bow  they  f^uITer  that  kiud  of  jealousy  to  grow  up 
betwixt  them,  that  might  eventually  prove  a 
source  of  distress  and  CHlHmiiy  to  ihem  both. 

I  hojie  it  will  not  be  inferrrd  from  anything  I 
have  sxid.  (hat  1  am  going  to  be  an  advocate  Tor 
the  protection,  even  of  American  merchants,  i'a 
that  wild,  eitiBvaganr  carrying  trade,  to  which 
Bomeoftbem  appear  to  extend  their  views,  Ishnli 
never  agree  to  risk  the  peace  and  safety  of  the 
nation  in  ^uch  a  cause.  Even  in  douhtlul  cases, 
or  where  the  law  was  not  perfecily  clear,  if  they 
would  embark  their  property,  let  it  be  at  their  own 
hazard.  But  in  carrying  on  the  direct  trade  of 
our  country, and  even  in  the  carryinstiade,  white 
they  confine  them^elveii  within  the  aiknowledged 
lawofDatioDs,  I  think  they  are  entitled  to  protec- 

And,  sit,  in  affording  this  protection,  I  take  it 

ire  promoting  the  real  interest  of  the 

otry.    By  cherishing 


thai 


all  T 
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means  of  procuring  a  market  fur  such  articles  as 
we  have  for  sale;  wefurnii^h  means  fur  promoting 
iodusiry.  and  we  make  provision  for  the  maiuie- 
naiice  of  nteo.  on  whose  bravery  and  exertions,  in 
the  event  urwar,We  must  alwiyv  rely  very  much 
fof  our  defence.  On  this  Kuhject.  1  cannul  express 
my  Beniiment«  better  llinn  I  find  them  exiitessed 
in  a  report  made  by  the  present  Chief  Magii-traie, 
.  while  Secretary  of  Siate.and  which  I  i-oni'ider  as 
declaratory  of  (he  true  interesiK  of  the  oaliijn.  1 
ahall  therefore  take  the  liberty  of  reading  a  para- 
grapb  ufihai  report. 

"  It  r^t  ii,  navigition,  ■■  >  bnneli  of  uidoitij]  ia 
valuable,  but,  >■  ■  source  of  defence,  is  enendaL  Ita 
value  BB  B  brsnch  of  induntrj  is  enhanreil  by  the  de- 
pendence of  BO  many  otbci  branchn  on  JL  In  times 
of  general  peace  it  muttiplieB  competiton  for  employ', 
ment  in  transportation,  and  ao  keeps  that  at  its  proper 
level;  and  in  liniMof  war — Ibat  ii  toaay,  when  those 
uatioDs  who  may  be  oar  prindpal  canriera  Bhall  be  at 
war  with  each  olher — if  we  have  not  within  ourBSlvea 
the  MMtM  of  transportation,  oar  prodnce  moBt  be  ex. 
fortad  a  htffafwit  taiiila,  at  t^  lawsaaad  axpaaaa 


of  war-freight  and  inanranee,  and  the  avticleB  which  wil 
not  bear  that,  must  pensh  on  oar  hands, 

"  BuliliBBsa  resource  fardefenee. that  oornavigaliM 
will  ndniit  neitber  neglect  nor  fbrhearsjice.  The  por- 
tion and  eircuniManees  of  the  United  HtalCB  leave  thm 
nothing  lo  fear  on  tbeir  landboard,  and  nothing  to  de- 
sire beyond  their  juvaent  rigfala.  Buton  tbair  Bsaboaid 
they  are  epes  to  injury,  and  Umj  have  thftvr.  loo,  a 
cominerae  (bat  maat  b«  proteelad.  Tlua  ea>  oaij  ba 
done  bj  pesaaasing  a  raspacUble  body  of  dliieii  aab- 
Brva,  and  ot  aniita  asd  utabUsluneDIB  in  isadinaaa  Ac 
ship-building." 

From  this  very  brief  view  of  the  conduct  of  tha 
Bririah  Ooverntoeol  luwartiB  us,  and  I  hare  eon- 
fined  it  merely  to  the  poioia  slated  in  the  prean- 
ble  to  the  resolution;  every  oandid,  every  unpr«- 
jadioed  perjMHi.  I  think,  must  acknowledge,  that 
we  are  arrived  at  a  crisis;  that  we  have  reached 
a  period  at  which  the  honor,  the  ioiereai,  and  the 
public  sentiment  of  the  country,  so  far  as  it  baa 
been  ezpreiaed,  call  loudly  on  ua  to  make  a  stand. 
The  evil  we  have  already  suffered  in  great,  and  it 
Is  progresKing.  Like  a  cancerous  complaint,  it  ia 
peueira()ngilill  deeper  towards  oar  vitals.  While 
we  yield  year  after  year,  Qreai  Britain  advaooea 
fltep  <iy  Biep;  yet  a  Itttle  lunger  and  our  commerce 
wili  be  annihilated,  and  our  independi^ee  tub- 
rerted. 

Hi-re  (he  grea(  difficulty  preaents  itself.  Wlwt 
axe  (he  proper  ateps  to  be  taken  1  what  mea>>orca 
that  we  can  adopt  will  be  most  likely  to  effect  ihfl 
obj<-ct  we  have  in  view,  and  to  its  operation  pro- 
duce thesmallegi  inoonveoience  to  onrselvea?  I, 
sir,  have  refiected  much  on  ibis  subject.  I  baTS 
considered,  so  far  as  I  was  capable,  the  bearing 
which  ever*  measnra  which  I  bare  heard  pvo- 
pused  would  have  on  iu  The  result  of  my  lentw- 
tionH  ia.  that,  noder  all  the  cireum stances  of  the 
ease,  the  reMlutioB,  which  is  now  the  lubject  at 
immediate  diicuFsiun,  ought  tube  adopted.  What 
ia  the  resolution  1  what  does  it  lay  7  it  addreaaea 
Oreat  Britain  ia  this  mild  and  moderate,  tboofh 
manly  and  firm  language;  You  have  inaul ted  tto 
dignity  of  our  country  by  imprcasingour  seamen, 
and  compelling  them  in  fight  yoar  Mtiles  against 
a  Power  with  whom  weara  at  peace.  You  have 
laundered  us  ol  much  property  by  that  predatorf 
war  which  yoo  authorize  to  bu  carried  on  agaiaat 
our  commaret.  To  these  ioinries,  iBsulis,  and 
oppression,  we  willBubmitJM  lunger.  Wedono^ 
buWerer.  wish  (odestroy  that  friendlf  int«reuurae 
thai  ought  to  sabs  at  between  iMtions,  eunneoied 
by  the  lies  of  common  inieresi,  to  which  aereral 
considers  I  ions  seen  (o  give  peculiar  strength. 
The  ciiizena  of  our  eotintry  and  the  subjects  of 
yonrii,  from  the  long  habit  of  mipplyiog  their  mu- 
tual wants,  nu  doubt  feel  a  wish  to  preserve  their 
inicrcuurae  without  interruption.  To  prvveoi 
such  interruption,  and  secure  against  futareag- 
uresBions.  we  are  now  desirous  of  entering  into 
auch  arrangements  as  ought  to  be  deemed  italic 
factory  by  both  parties.  But  if  you  persiBi  ia 
yoor  hostile  Dieasurea.  if  you  abaolutely  roAisa 
acceding  (O  any  |ffopoei(ion8  of  compramiae,  wo 
imiBi  aLickeo  thuee  bonds  uf  friendship  by  wkich 
we  have  beea  coaaecied,  you  mint  not  <;xjmm 
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hsreafter  to  find  us  id  vonr  market,  purchasing 
joui  manuracture*  toso large  ao  amount.  What 
will  the  people  of  this  country  i«y  of  this  propo- 
■itionf  Will  they  not  be  teady  to  cxclnm.  that 
it  is  loo  mild  for  the  present  state  of  things  1  What 
will  be  the  opiaioD  of  foreign  Qovernmeals  le- 
apecling  iti  Will  they  not  say  thai  we  have  ex- 
tended Ibe  principle  of  moderatum  loo  far?  What 
must  be  its  impression  on  Great  Britain  henelfl 
Sir,  if  she  is  not  lost  to  every  sense  of  national 
justice,  sha  most  wknowledge  its  equity  and  fair- 
ness. Bat  I  would  inquire  particularly  what 
woald  be  ita  operation  on  ibe  people  of  that  coun- 
try 1  If  carried  into  effert,  I  beliere  it  will  strike 
dismay  throughout  the  Bmpire.     Its  operation 


luring  part  of  the  community.  The  influence  of 
^eae  too  classes  is  well  keown  in  that  country, 
Tbey  >r«  the  main  pillars  of  its  sapporl.  Tbey 
are  the  sources  of  its  wealth.  Their  repreaenta- 
liODSi,  therefore,  are  always  attended  to.  And 
what  Imnguaf^  must  they  speak  od  this  ooeasion  7 
It  must  be  evident  that  a  regard  to  their  own  in- 
terest will  lead  them  to  remoastrale  loudly  against 
that  system,  which  will  produce  an  annual  defal- 
cation in  the  sale  of  their  unnubctnree,  of  thirty 
millions  of  dollars.  This  is  tbeir  TolnetiaU*  pan. 
By  mttaoking  them  in  tbeir  watehottses  and  work- 
shops we  can  reach  their  vitals,  and  thus  raise  a 
set  of  adroeaies  in  our  favor,  whose  remonstrance 
mav  produce  an  abandonment  of  those  uajnatpriQ- 
eiplea  and  practices,  which  have  produced  tbe 
•otemn  crisis. 

But,  Hr.  Chairman,  shantd  Oreat  Britain,  eon- 
trkry  to  out  wishes,  and  certainly  eentrary  to  her 
own  true  inleteit,  persist  in  her  ill-starrecl  policy, 
wbat  must  be  the  eSect  of  sueb  conduct  on  her- 
selTI  and  bow  will  we  be  ultimately  sffscied  by 
it?  Shutout  from  Brilisb markets, our  merchants 
will  cAtain  a  pwtieulac  supply  from  other  Bonn- 
tciesgtndwe  will  resort  lodomestio  manufactures 
to  make  np  the  deficiency.  Should  ibis  system 
ba  adopted,  Btitaio  may  find  it  diffionlt  to  recover 


regret  that,  owiiig  to  tbe  large  imporiatioa  mi>d 
exleasive  coosnmplioii  of  Britisb  rMda,  domea- 
tic  maunlactur«s  ban  nearly  vanished.  I  do  not 
expetit  to  see  the  ceiablisbiiieat  of  Urge  manufac- 
tories in  this  country.  The  eiMnsive  vacant  ter- 
ritory we  possaaa  faniishessueh  powerful  induce- 
meats  fiw  settling  on  land,  that  few  are  to  be  found 
willing  to  be  confined  witbia  tbe  narrow  limits  of 
a  mannfaetoiy.  Sbonld,  bowaver,  snch  establish- 
ments be  set  on  foot,  I  have  no  doubt  they  woidd 
receive  a  large  accession  of  workmen  from  the 
Bombers  which  a  non-importauoo  «et  would  com- 
pel tole«v*  their  present  homes,  in  search  of  em- 
pioymetit  in  this  and  other  conntries.  But  mv 
l^eaent  view  does  not  extend  to  tbese  establish- 
ments on  so  large  a  scale.  1  want  to  see  every 
fiimily  a  little  roanufaoiaty,  vieing  with  each 
etber  in  the  excrileucy  of  tbeir  workmanship, 
and  exhibiting,  in  their  dressee,  specimens  of  their 

nniiy  ana  industry. 

ir.  Chairman,  when  I  first  subtnitled  tbia  prop- 
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osiiioa  to  tbe  oonsideraiion  of  this  House,  I  was 
so  forcibly  imprested  with  tbe  pro{>riety  ottdopt- 
in^  it,  that  I  bad  no  expectation  it  would  meet 
with  any  oppoaiiion.  It  was  not  nottl  a  resolu- 
tion was  lain  on  tbe  table,  calling  on  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury  for  a  Btatemenl  of  our  ex- 
ports and  imports  to  and  from  Oreat  Britain  and 
Iter  dependencies,  that  I  had  any  sUBpicioo  it 
would  be  opposed.  When  tbat  call  was  made,  I 
began  to  presume  an  opposition  was  intended, 
and  that  the  opposition  would  be  groooded  on  the 
supposed  efiect  which  the  adoption  of  the  meas- 
ure now  under  discussion  wauld  have  on  tbe  rev- 
enue. This*  was  brought  particularly  into  view 
some  days  aft«T  in  tbe  form  of  a  preface  to  a  reso- 
lution on  this  same  subject  offered  by  a  gentleman 
from  Maryland. 

We  were  told,  then,  that  our  imports  from  Great 
Britain  and  berdependenciea,  amounted  annually 
to  $23,000,000,  and  that,  at  the  average  rite  of 
duty  of  twenty  per  cent,  the  revenue  would,  of 
course,  be  afieoted  to  tbe  amount  of  $5,000,000. 
That  the  revenue  will  be  partially  affected  by 
the  proposed  measure  is  readily  admitted ;  and 
if  it  sboald  be  aSected  to  sucb  an  extent,  as  to  re- 
tard the  extinguishment  of  the  national  debt  a 
single  day  bejond  the  time  fixed  by  law  for  its 
final  redempiioo,  I  would  certainly  regret  it  very 
sincerely.  No  person  in  Ibis  country  can  wish 
more  anxiously  to  see  that  debt  paid  tbao  myseIC 
But,  sir,  do  not  believe  the  effect  on  the  revenue 
will  be  by  any  means  so  great  as  has  been  slated. 
The  average  duty  on  imports  from  Briiain  doe* 
not,  I  beliere,  amount  to  30  per  cent.,  and  there- 
fore the  defalcation  in  tbe  revenue  will  nut  he  so 
great  as  bas  been  slated,  even  admitting  tbat  we 
do  not  import  from  other  countries.  But  is  it  to 
be  supposed  that  the  eoterpriseand  industrv  of  the 
merchants  are  to  be  wholly  paralyzed  oy  this 
measure  1  Will  they  lay  up  their  vessels  in  iheli 
docks,  and  shnt  up  their  money  in  their  chests  1 
No,  sir;  when  they  find  themselves  excluded  by 
law  from  British  markets,  they  will  resort  to  othec 
countries,  and  no  doubt  tbey  will  find  goods  to 
answer  our  pnrpnae  quite  as  well  as  many  of  the 
gewfaws  we  get  from  So^nd,  and  quite  as 
many  as  we  will  be  aUe  to  find  money  to  pur- 
chase. 

it  has  been  said,  also,  tbat  the  price  of  our  ex- 
^wisistobegreatlyaffeeledbirthumeasure.  The 
article  of  cotton  has  been  particularly  mentioited. 
Why,  sir,  the  resolution  doe*  not  say  a  wordabout 
esportR.  It  is  entirely  silent  as  to  them.  They 
are  left  at  liberty  to  go  to  those  markets  where 
they  have  heretofore  found  paTeliasers,or  to  search 
for  new  ones,  as  it  may  suit  their  convenience. 
The  adoption  of  the  measure  uuy  produce  a  mo- 
mentary diminution  of  price,  and  this  ineonve- 
nieoce  wi1l.be  promoted  >»y  the  repieseotaticms  of 
designing  speculators,  who  are  continnally  roam- 
ing through  the  country  to  rake  advantage  of  the 
igoorant  and  nnwary.  But,  when  the  first  im- 
pression is  removed,  our  productions  being  either 
necesasries  of  life,  or  materials  for  mannfaclnrcs, 
ill  be  in  demand,  and  sought  for,and  purchaud, 
a  price  cotrMpondent  to  that  denuiod.    But, 
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air,  tvfa  Rdmilting  ihai  we  were  tosujuio  a  tem- 
}H>rary  iiiconTe»ien«e  fram  a  small  reductioa  in 
the  price  of  llie  pradsee  of  our  fartni,  are  we  10 
|n>i  a  few  ceats  diffcreeae  in  the  price  of  a  pound 
of  eocion,  or  lobaceo,  or  a  barrel  of  floor,  or  a 
quinial  of  ish,  in  coinpeiiiion  wiih  the  hoaor  and 
^  treoeral  ioi^rniof  oar  cmiotry  ?  Is  tbrre  a  mem- 
'ber  of  this  Hoase,  is  there  a  man  io  the  comma- 
tiiijr,  ifaat  wodd  sebmii  (o  see  bis  neighbor  drag- 
ged into  igaoble  boadage,  merely  becftoseit  woold 
'produce  a  sliglit  shock  ia  the  markri  for  bis  pro- 
duce 1  Such  an  idea  would,  I  beiiere,  be  aairar- 
-gaily  sparned  «i. 

But,  Mr.  Chairman,  the  strangeft  objection  I 
hare  beard  Mentioned  is,  that  if  weds  piua  non- 
importatioD  act.  it  cannot  b^ezeeurrdi-and  either 
we  hhall  be  laughed  ai  by  Great  Britain,  or  ii  will 
afford  ■  pretext  to  ber  Minister,  wfaose  deeiMon  is 
well  known, _to  let  Iook  his  cruiseri  and  iweep 


Tbi. 
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hingukife  used  in  Briti 
ledge   that  a   non-impi 


Tbeir  writers  acknowledge  that  a  non-import- 
Biion  act  woold  be  to  them  a  serious  catamity, 
but  comfort  ihemselres  with  the  refleciion  thai  ii 
-coald  not  be  eieented.  Now,  1  ask,  what  reason 
ean  be-aa»ignid  why  ii  eoutd  not  be  as  well  ese- 
CBted  now  es  tt  was  in  foraier  IJmpsT  Are  we  so 
ahjeei,  so  degeoenate, as  tn  submit  to  such  naiioa- 
al  indignity  ratber  than  forego  Ihppleanure  ri«ult- 
ing  from  an  indulgence  in  British  Wxuriee  1  But 
li  may  give  offrDce  lo  ihe  British  Minister,  who 
will  sweep  the  ocean  with  his  cruMern.  Thin,  to 
be  sure,  is  a  sweeping  objection,  bm  how  will  tt 
apptyT  What  right  has  ihe  British  Minister  lo 
takeoffeiweat  anyreguimtibnawe  may  kcs  [froper 
to  adopt  T  We  baTe  a  morn),  nod  we  hare  a 
ConHliiutionel  rigtit  to  manag«  our  own  commer- 
cial concerns  in  our  own  way.  provided  we  do  not 
Infringe  or  TitilaM  the  rights  of  other  nationK, 
This  sacred  imsi  has  been  cOmmliied  to  ns  by 
Ifae  people  of  this  eimiir^,  ind  I  hope  we  will 
never  fed  disposed  to  reMga  ft  t»  aoy  foreign 
Minister. 

Bfflt  admiKiag  that  great  nan  with  atl  bis  de- 
«lsi»n,  should  let  loose  hit  cruiaers,  what  will  he 
gain  t  Is  he  not  more  at  our  mercy  than  we  are 
M  Ins7  If  be  attempt*  lamflkea  grwnl  sweep, 
a^f-defeace  wilt  justify  reprraals.  The  dehis  oV- 
ing  to  British  subji^ccs,  the  immeDReprnpprty  own- 
ed by  them  in  thneoUfitry,  will,  of  course,  be  laid 
h«M  of.  I  will  perhaps  be  told  here,  that,  he  the 
treaty  of  ]79i,  aeqoeetration  of  debit  is  prohibit- 
ed. True  ;  but  if  one  of  the  eoatrac^ng  parlies 
Tiolales  the  coDlrscl,  the  other  is  released  from 
his  obligaiioa.  If  Britain  riidaief  nineartielos  of 
the  Ireatf ,  «be  cannM  coasMer  as  boand  by  Ihe 
tenth.  Besides,  her  proviaoes  are  quite  contiguous 
and  open  to  ds,  s»d  by  eeeUring  them  we  would 
make  ourseleea  masiera  of  the  fur  trade,  from 
Which  the  derives  such  imponani  adTaoiages. 
Evert  on  the  oeean,  [  doubt  whether  she  wi>uld 
be  a  gainer  in  the  contest.  And  ihis  is  not  mere 
theory.  During  the  last  war  our  prieaieers  cap- 
tored  more  ofiheir  yfwvU  than  ihey  took  of  oq's 
Vith  all  their  navy.  Our  shipping  then  was  not 
mMe  than  a  fourth  of  what  we  n-w  posKess,  and 
tlu  namb«  of  seankeB  about  iu  the  Mune  prosot- 


lion.  And  it  is  worthy  of  remark  that,  owing  to 
the  diOerence  in  the  value  of  iheir  cargiies  and 
ours,  ibc  oue  coa*isling  entirely  of  bulky  articles, 
neeeasariea  of  life,  and  raw  materiah  for  minu- 
factiares,  and  the  other  made  up  of  tfaene  materi- 
als after  they  hsve  received  the  IflM  touch  uf  art 
and -industry  ;  if  we  succeeded  in  taking  one  for 
ibeir  ibree,  the  balance  perbapa  would  hi  about 

The  resolution  has  also  been  called  a  war  meft- 
■ure.  Now,  I  would  ask,  what  is  there  warlike 
about  it?  Sir,  1  before  have  said,  and  1  repeat  it, 
thit  I  deprecate  war.  With  me  ii  will  always  In 
a  tatt  resort.  Recourse  should  be  had  ui  erery 
peBoeable  mean*  to  obtain  joatice,  before  an  ap- 
fpral  is  made  to  arms.  The  restitution  I  cui' 
aider  purely  at  a  mesHare  of  that  kind,  and  to  it 
must  appear  to  ihe  Britinh  Minister,  nolesi  be  is 
delermioed  <m  war,  aod  then  he  will  find  some 
pretext.  It  it  common  for  perMius  going  ro  war 
10  puWiHh  a  deelaraiion,  ilatiiig  tbeir  rea:ion«  ta 
jUiHiticution  ol  ibeir  conduct  loulher  uatiun^>.  liet 
the  Briliali  Minister  take  the  renuluiinn  and  pu^ 
li»h  it  at  teneth,  and  will  any  other  nation  con- 
sider it  asB  sufficient  ground  for  warl  It  merely 
stales  that  weouDsideroursi-lves  inJored,and  that, 
in  JQsiire  lo  oursrivea,  we  must  suspend  our  in- 
lercourte  until  we  Obtain  redress.  The  British 
Minlsier  will  never  put  his  reputation  and  ohara- 
acter  ai  baiard  no  luch  a  fuundaiion. 

Mr.  Cliainnan,  in  everj  pniat  uf  view  in  whiek 
1  have  been  able  to  conaider  ifais  subject,  the  pro- 
priny  of  adopting  Ihe  reaulution  winch  has  beea 
rcad,appearstomeei)unlly  imp^eMire;and,lb*^^«- 
fore,  alihoogb  it  may  be  opposed,  I  cannot  but 
hope  it  will  receive  the  aaaciiuD  of  a  large  nia- 
jorjiy  of  the  House.  In  this  hope  1  am  conirmed 
when  I  refer  to  the  Joarnals  and  see  what  wvi 
dose  4>y  the  Huuae  of  Represen  la  tires,  under  cir- 
cumataacen  tumeWluii  simifar  to  the  preaeat,  la 
the  year  179i.  The  same  nation,  of  whose  con- 
doQi  we  now  eompiain,  was  tl>en  eummiitiag  d<t- 
predatioas  on  our  commerce.  She  had,  on  the 
6th  uf  November,  iasued  her  celebrated  orders;  and, 
it  is  woilbyof  remark,  that  these  orders  were  first 
fivblitbed  by  the  cruiaert  which  were  acting  iia> 
der  Ibetik  The  Iste  captures,  unmuihorized  by 
any  public  orders,  but  proceeding  oa  a  decree  of 
their  admiralty  eouri,  which  it  appears  Waa  to  be 
coniideted  aa  the  signal  for  makiitg  ihe  sweep, 
evince  a  fised  Eyi>tem  of  faosiilitj  lowarda  ow 
eoffliQere&and  an ntigenerout  mude  of  makiog  ils 
aiiaoks.  The  unwary  and  QnauKpeoting  fell  a 
prey  to  their  hidden  designs.  She  wasai  ibai  tiriM 
also  aiimohiting  the  Indians  to  oommit  hostilltirt 
un  our  froDliera,  and  the  western  poxu  wan  noC 
surrendered  agreeably  ta  what  we  coooidered  tb« 
true  intent  and  meauiag  uf  ihe  Treaty  of  17SS. 
To  cona'eract  ibeie  hotiile  n)easur>>s,  a  prop»>i- 
tiofl  waa  made  in  ihe  House  of  RepreseniBUVea  Air 
suapendiogallcummercial  ioieicuurse  with  that 
naiioik  Thai  proposition  leas  at  that  line  adopt- 
ed by  a  very  large  uiajurity.  All  parlies  united 
in  giving  it  'heir  support.  The  great  politick 
distinction,  which  has  u rifort una tely prevailed  loo 
loBg  in  thia  coMBtry,  4id  irat,  oa  thai  occaaiun, 
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discof^r  Ufi]f  a  grpftC  deal.  The  Teprmentalior 
from  tbe  Slate  in  whicli  I  live,  v»*  bi  ihat  ilni< 
aboDt  ^uBllf  divided  t>c(wpen  ihe  two  great  con 
tPDding  partieo.  and  yei,  on  ibai  question,  theii 
Toles  wtre  completely  blended.  The  represenia 
tioD  from  the  Suulheni  States,!  ohaerTe,wasgen 
CTtlly  in  fa»or  of  ihat  mea<are.  Tlie  respectable 
Sta)e  ofTirpnia,  in  jrariicalar.  which  was  repre- 
seDt»>d  by  BCbnatellaiiooortalfDts.Tiotonly  raogeJ 
llieiron  the  affirmative  side  of  the  question  ty  iis 
TDfe,  but  also  bore  a  ynj  dimlagoished  part  in 
the  areutAeDl  hi  xitppori  of  ibe  mearnre.  From 
a  ainttlarity  of  ciTcuoiSiaarRi,  are  we  ooi  now  lo 
expect  a  similar  resale?  Although  the  evil  com- 

JilalD«d  of  Is  in  ibe  first  instancfe,  more  severely 
ett  in  a  parttcDlar  section  of  the  couniry.  its  ei- 
fecta  wiH  ultimately  extend  lo  every  part  of  it. 
And.sofatBslhehoncirof  lite  QuTernment  is  impli- 
cated, a  sensibiliiy  arising  from  that  source  most 
necesMrify  be  experienced  by  all  its  cilizens  at 
the  same  time. 

Before  I  lit  doihi,  Mr.  Chairman,  permit  me  to 
My  that,  sJibough  my  opioion  od  this  subject  U 
formed  oo  the  most  mature  reflection^  yet,  if  a 
majority  of  the  Committee  think  differenily,  if 
they  prelbr  someihing  more  enerf^etic,  or  if  they 
ha*e  any  other  i ystem  which  they  consider  more 
efficient  to  ubiain  the  object,  1  may,  for  the  sake 
of  uoanimity,  be  disposed  to  yield  my  opiniuo. 
Dnaoimiiy  I  eanHder  as  alT-imponaDi.  We  are 
totij  by  a  document  on  our  table,  thnt  the  nation. 
against  whose  conduct  we  complain,  cal6utates 
on  our  divisions.  Her  hopes  of  being  able  lo  pur- 
sue li<T  aysiera,  are  boilt  on  ati  idea,  ihal  division 
aitootig  otirselves  will  prevent  our  adopiing  any 
efficient  raeai^ures.  Id  this  hope,  1  rrust,  they 
will  now  be  disappointed,  and  that  Vn  shall  show 
to  them  and  lo  the  World,  tbac  however  we  may 
differ  OS  to  the  admlnisiiation  ot  our  internal  af- 
Ihira,  ba  all  gmt  national  qoestiaas,  in  which 
(be  honor  and  true  interest  of  our  country,  in  re 
'lalioit  to  furfign  govemtttenis,  ts  involved,  that 
Wfe.are  but  one  people. 

Mr.  J.  Clay. — I  hai}  eniertained  a  hope  that 
(he  call  of  my  colleague  would  have  been  df- 
fayled  for  a  few  days  lonfrer,as  the  documents  we 
have  received  from  the  T^easary  'Department 
bare  been  but  two  days  on  our  table,  at  li^si  in 
«  printed  form,  and  as  they  vre  calculated  to 
IhruW  much  liehi  on  khe  luoject  before  irs.  In 
the  few  reiftarfcs  «hich  1  am  about  m  offer,  I 
shaft  not  fullow  my  colteague  through  the  detail 
he  has  made  df  the  injuries  and  insults  of  Great 
Britain.  We  all  of  us  well  know  that  the  na- 
tioital  Has  has  been  grbinly  ootrafed,  and  the 
Datitfoal  honor  violated  by  her.  Bui  1  do  dot 
conceive  thai  the  best  mode  of  obtaining  redresn 
for  these  wrongs  is  to  do  that  which  will  be  more 
Injorimrs  to  ourselves  than  to  her.  My  obieclions 
(o  this  resolution  are  twofold.  The  first  is,  thai. 
If  carriM  into  effect,  it  places  greater  means  of 
Injurintf  ns  in  the  hands  of  our  enemy  Ihau  she 
already  poanesces;  and  Ihe  second,  that  we  bhall 
DM  be  Xble  lo  maintain  (he  course  it  points  out 
Ibrany  TeDgth  ofiime. 

By  Um  rcaolution  befbre  aa  we  are  prohibited 


from  importing  from  Great  Britain  any  articles, 
howevCT  necessary  or  conveniefii  they  may  be; 
while,at  the  same  lime.  We  are  permiited  to  carry 
any  articles  to  her  market.  The  effect  will  be, 
that  while  our  produciions  are  accumulating  la 
<he  hands  of  the  British  manufaciorers  and  mn- 
chants,  they  will  have  no  means  of  payioff  for 
them;  and  of  consequence  debts  to  a  very  Tarf e 
amount  will  bei;ome  due  from  British  merchaina 
to  American  citizens.  Even  at  ilie  present  day, 
t  have  great  ttouhts  whether  there  are  not  greater 
sums  due  by  the  merchants  of  Orent  Britain  to 
■  he  citizens  of  the  United  States  than  there  are 
recoverable  debts  due  by  American  ciiizeni  -to 
them.  If  so,  what  will  become  of  the  second  ec- 
nedient  iJropowd  to  be  resorted  lo  by  my  col- 
league, that  of  sequeflrstion  ?  The  balam-e  of 
injury,  instead  of  being  in  onr  favor,  will  he 
against  ux.  If  my  colleague  had  looked  over  the 
report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  and  had 
attended  to  the  amount  of  American  properly 
afloat,  he  would  have  seen  tbat  there  is  not  less 
than  One  hundred  millions  of  dollars  worth  of 
American  prDpeny  at  the  mercy  of  the  cruisera 
uf  Britain.  I  believe  that  the  naked  vessels,  inde- 
pendent of  the  products  tbey  carry,  smouni  in 
valne  lo  more  than  ihiny  mitlions  of  dollars.  It 
will  be  seen  that  the  commerce  of  the  United 
Btales  in  exnorla  and  imports  amoani  to  one  hun- 
dred and  firiy  millions,  of  which  it  is  fair  to  cal- 
culate that  orie-third  is  consianily  expoaed  on  ihs 
ocean.  Of  this  amount  about  forty  millions  is 
carried  on  between  the  United  States  and  the 
Power  wiih  whom  it  is  proposed  lo  cut  off  inter- 
course. With  this  hct  staring  us  in  the  face, 
would  it  be  politic  to  expose  so  moch  property  to 
the  retaliation  of  the  British  Ministry?  When 
the  gentleman  apoke  df  tbe  amount  of  British  . 
deprfdatioDs.  he  unabt  to  have  stated  the  amount 
of  those  reeemly  commitied.  1  believe  I  am  not 
vefy  wrong  in  statine  tbe  -i^hole  amount  of  Ameri- 
can property  detained  trj  British  t^rultK'^a  as  not 
exceeding  six  milfioas  ol^ dollars.  On  bahnclng, 
therefiire  thHr  iaielvstB.  ought  the  United  Staiea 
to  resort  lo  rteastires  of  hosiilily;  to  measures 
which,  in  (he  opiaion  of  every  man,  will  justify 

Besides,  I  would  wish  my  (rfleiJgue  to  Show  as 
how  we  are  lo  be  supplied  with  ariidles  hereto- 
fore derived  from  Grexi  BHi&rn.  All  articles  of 
iron  manufactore,  hay<fware,  of  cotton  and  coarss 
Wot^lens.  we  are  obliged  tii  import  from  that  isl- 
land.  Fro.n  her  East  India  donrioiumi  we  like- 
wise import  a  great  variety  of  usefol  anielesi 
while  from  her  West  India  islands  We  import  a 
great  portion  of  one  article,  spirits  which  pays 
one-aiith  of  our  w.hole  amount  of  duties,  the 
lint  which  we  get  IVom  her  colonies  Will  be 
d  to  be  two  Bod  a  half  milhooH  of  dollars, 
n  the  same  docnmeol  it  appear*  that  the 
whole  of  this  article  itnpuried  from  the  British 
doromioas  isconstiraed  iotbeUnlled  Slatex.  Bat 
i>Bid  thai  we  may  find  a  substitute  fbt  it.  I 
acknowledge  !t;  We  may  And  this  subslliUle  iu 
"be  products  of  our  domestic  distilleries,  which 
pay  no  dmits.    Am  we  prepared  lo  aMriIhe  ao 
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large  a  part  of  our  reTenai:  aa  is  derJTeil  frotn  ihf 
importatioD 7  For  it  will  be  observed  that  other 
kinds  of  spiriia  are  in  a  great  measure  nporled 
from  the  Uniied  Slates,  while  all  that  we  import 
from  British  setileiDeais  iscocstimed  io  this  coun- 
trf.  If  the  impoctation  of  British  maaufaciures 
is  prohibited,  1  do  not  know  whence  we  are  lo  be 
fnrnithed  with  the  articles  we  stand  in  nred  of. 
It  is  true  that  France  baa  aome  rising  manufac- 
lures,  and  she  takes  off  about  a  fourth  pari  of  the 
cotton  exported  from  the  United  States.  But  are 
we,  bf  ibts  measure,  to  cut  off  the  market  of  the 


a^< 


lulturist   for    this 


icle  to  the  extent  of 


o  Great  Bt 

But  the  great  and  material  injury  to  the  United 
Suteswill  be  from  tbedeslruclwn  of  revenue  oc- 
casioned by  this  measure.  The  present  reveoue 
may  be  estimated  at  $13,000,000,  of  which  tbe 
■um  of  95,400,000  is  paid  on  importations  from 
Qreat  Britain  and  her  dependencies.  We  have 
an  annual  appropriatioa  of  ^9,000,000  for  the 
payment  of  the  principal  and  interest  of  the  pub- 
uc  debt  We  have  been  engaged  in  extinguish- 
ing this  debt  for  near  twenty  yearn,  and  hare  so 
far  succeeded. 

It  is  8  probable  calculation  that  if  we  remaiu  a) 
peace,  and  do  not  cut  off  the  ri^ht  hand  of  our 
revenue,  the  debt  will  be  eitinguisbed  by  the  year 
1816.  To  me  this  is  an  object  as  desirable  as  it 
can  be  to  my  colleague.  I  do  not,  therefore,  wish 
to  deprive  the  Government  of  this  latge  share  of 
leveoue  derived  froin  duties  on  merchandise  im- 
ported from  Qreat  Briuin. 

As  to  the  effecU  of  this  measure  on  Oreal  Brit- 
ain, 1  might  acknowledge,  if  it  could  be  perma- 
oent,  that  it  might  raise  aclamor  amotig  hermer- 
cbantB  and  manufacturers,  which  miabltoduee  the 
Uinister  of  that  nation  to  relax  in  the  course  now 
pursued.  But  I  will  appeal  to  any  gentleman 
conversant  with  the  state  of  the  country  from  tbe 
jrear  1793  to  this  lime,  to  say  whether  there  is 
any  probability  oToor  being  able  to  endure  a  non- 
importatioQ  of  British  goods  for  any  length  of 
time;  for  more  than  about  six  or  eight  months. 
We  have  neither  stock  enough  on  hand,  nor  tnan- 
nfacturei  or  manufacturers  of  our  own  to  enable 
aa  to  do  so.  It  is  true  tbat  our  manufactures  are 
adrancing  surely,  though  slowlv,  and  I  inay  state 
in  corroboration  of  this  fact,  what  may  not  gen- 
erally be  known,  that  in  tbe  city  of  Philade^ia, 
manufactures  are  now  carried  on  to  a  greater  ex- 
tent than  they  were  forty  years  ago  in  the  town 
•f  Birmingham.  But  can  we,  from  this  source, 
or  from  foreign  markets,  supply  the  great  demand 
of  our  eitizensl  No.  There  are  some  articles 
vhieh  we  may  obtain  elsewhere.    Let  us  then 

Cohibil  the  importation  of  these  from  Britain. 
!t  us  carry  such  a  syuem  as  this  into  effect. 
One  which,  as  it  will  do  us  little  injui-y,  is  likely 
to  be  permanent,  and  will  ihrrefore  nave  a  perma- 
nent influence  on  Great  Britain. 

My  colleague  has  alluded  to  the  measures  taken 
in  tbe  year  1703.  But  be  will  recollect  that  the 
orders  issued  by  the  British  GoTemmenI  at  that 
period  went  much  further  than  the  principle  now 


set  op.  Besides,  in  179:j,  the  spirit  of  this  conn- 
try  was  very  differeot  from  that  which  now  pre- 
vails. The  Revolution  of  France  had,  at  that 
time,  rekindled  ihe  enthusiasm  of  our  own  Revo- 
lution, and  I  believe  I  shall  not  be  incorrect  in 
saying  that  a  majority  of  oui  citizens  were  in 
favor  of  drawing  tbe  sword  in  favor  of  France. 
I  ask,  if  tbat  is  the  case  aawl  If  a  majority  of 
tbe  people  of  America  are  ready  to  take  part  with 
Ihe  Emperor  Napoleon?  And,  notwithstanding 
the  measures  then  taken,  in  1794  we  concluded  a 
treaty  which  sacrificed  everything  we  had  con* 
tended  for,  and  for  which  I  believe  my  colleague 
voted,  at  least  for  appropriatioos  to  carry  it  iat* 
operation.  If  this  was  the  is.sue  of  liolent  meaa- 
ures,  I  am  not  now  for  taking  them.  I  am  oM 
for  taking  measures  which  mycolleague  says  will 
strike  at  tbe  rtials  of  Great  Britain,  but  which, 
be  says  at  the  same  time,  will  not  be  a  cause  of 
war.  I  am,  on  the  contrary,  in  favor  of  such 
measures  as  we  are  able  to  carry  into  effect,  and 
which  may  be  adopted  without  permanent  injury 
to  ourselves. 

Mr.  CaowNmaBtELD.— The  genileman  from 
Pennsylvania,  who  has  last  spoken,  regrets  tbat 
this  subject  has  been  taken  up  so  soon,  but  1  re- 
eret  it  has  not  been  taken  up  an  earlier  period. 
Although, after  I  found  certain  information  called 
far,  1  moved  for  other  documents,  calculated  to 
shed  further  light  on  the  subject,  yet  I  then  said, 
and  i  am  stilT convinced  that  this  information 
could  not  influence  my  decision  on  the  subject 
under  consideration.  The  documents  called  for 
are,  however,  now  before  us,  and  il  appears  that 
the  balance  of  trade  between  the  United  Statea 
and  Qreat  Britain  is  from  eleven  to  twelve  mil- 
lions  against  us.  This  difference  we  are  obliged 
to  make  up  by  remiiiaDces  in  cash  or  bills  from 
other  couniriesj  when,  if  we  did  not  purchase  of 
her  moK  than  we  sell  to  her,  we  should  not  owe 
this  annual  balance,  and  the  amount  would  aare- 
ly  be  returned  to  the  Uniied  States,  very  probably 
in  cash,  as  a  balance  in  our  favor  from  other  Bu- 
ropean  nations.  The  trade,  therefore,  with  Great 
Britain,  so  far  as  relates  to  the  balaocp,  is  diaad- 
vantageoustous.  The  gentleman  fromPennsvlvt- 
nia  (Mr.  Clat)  thinks  that  this  resolution  will  mn- 
terially  injure  us,  while  it  will  inflict  little  injury 
on  Qreat  Britain.  But  there  can  be  no  doubt  tht 
measure  it  contemplates  will  injure  Great  Britain 
vastly  more  than  it  will  injure  us.  Qreat  Britain 
bas,  without  any  cause  whatever,  condemned  otit 
vessels  engaged  in  the  carriaee  of  colonial  pro- 
duciions,lnc  bonaJitU  property  of  American  citi- 
zens. The  gentlirman  has  acknowledged  thai 
these  raptures  may  amount  lo  six  millions  of  dcQ- 
lars.  I  do  not  know  the  amount,  but  if  the  adju- 
dications continue,  I  bdieve  it  will  soon  exGe«d 
that  sum.  But  if  the  amount  did  not  exceed  one 
million,  we  are  bound  in  doty  to  protect  our  mer- 
chaoiB.  The  gentleman,  in  his  remarks,  goes  on 
the  calculation  that  Great  Britain  will  go  to  war 
with  us  if  we  adopt  thin  resolution.  But  I  have 
no  such  idea.  If,  however,  I  held  that  opinion,  I 
should  not  on  that  account  withhold  my  approba- 
tion from  it.    Because  I  beliere  if  a  wat  abonld 
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ereat 
iBiagre  over  Oreat  Britain.  We  sbould  be 
•Die,  in  ihiil  ctcdi,  to  fll  otil  a  great  number  of 
privateers,  and  i*e  shouM  make  two  capti 
tbeir  one.  If  a  war  should  lake  place,  which  I 
do  DOI  beaitale  to  Uf  I  should  greatly  deprecate, 
ve  ibould  lake  twice  ai  raticb  of  (heir  property 
at  ibejr  would  take  of  oun.  But  we  are  not.  by 
tbe  sdoplion  of  ibis  resolnttOD,  about  to  tntt 
war  with  Oreat  Brilain.  Noauch  thing  it 
coDleinpIaiionof  aay^DllemaD.  Weare  merely 
■bout  to  prohibit  the  iniporlatioD  of  British  gaod> 
ia  coDiequeDce  of  her  na*iDg  xeized  our  vessel! 
engaged  in  carryioff  od  a  lawful  commerce,  foi 
in  consequence  of  ner  Mizure.or  Ai 
aens  protected  by  the  American  Ba^. 

With  regard  lo  the  measure  contemplated  by 
the  reaolution,  1  hope  that  Gkeai  Britain 
permit  il  to  go  ioio  operation ;  that  she 
the  contrary,  on  mature  reflection,  give  us  back 
ihe  property  she  has  wrongfully  taken  from  as  and 
liberate  our  seameo  from  tbe  captivity  in  wbitfb 
ahe  detains  tbem. 

With  regard  to  the  Obaervation  of  the  genlle- 
mSD,  relative  to  our  inability  to  supply  onrsetves 
with  tbe  goods  we  get  from  her  letllementa  in  the 
East  Indies.  I  ibiok  it  proper  to  observe  that  ihey 
may  be  obtained  from  other  colonies  in  that  ouar- 
ter ;  and  as  to  xpiriu,  there  can  be  no  doubt  of  out 
getting  a  sufficient  quantity  of  tpiriis,  notwith- 
(landing  the  adoption  of  iMs  renoluiion.  Bat 
suppose  we  could  not  obtain  a  sofficient  quantity 
of  rum,  or  manufactured  articles  for  our  ordinary 
supply,  and  the  revenue  should  be  thereby  affect- 
ed for  a  time.  We  ought  not  lo  be  eoverned  by 
Ibis  eoDsaderation.  But  I  believe  tlie  industry 
■id  eDterprise  of  our  merchants  would  soon  ob- 
tain from  other  markets,  a  sufficient  supply  of 
«vety  article,  woollen  goods,  perhaps,  excepted. 

In  November,  1793,  Oreai  Briuin  adopted  a 
similar  principle  with  regard  to  the  colonial  trade, 
except  that  tbe  orders  isssed  at  ibat  time  went 
further  than  the  present  principle.  In  conse- 
quence of  these  orders  four  or  five  hundred  of  our 
vessds  were  seind.  Every  one  knows  tbe  con- 
duct uf  the  American  Oovernment  at  that  time.  A 
treaty  was  Goally  made  in  wbiebOreai  Britain  pro- 
mised to  pay  fortbe  aggressions  committed  by  ber 
vestelson  neutral  rights.  BuinearlyteDyearsetaps- 
«d  before  our  merchants  received  com  pensatioo  for 
(heirlosaes.  This  principle  slept  till  1801.  Qreat 
Britain  did  not  God  it  cooveDient  to  call  it  again 
into  existence  before  that  time.    It  then  appears 

a  a  correspondence  between  Mr.  King,  then  our 
inister  at  the  Coarl  of  Qreat  Brilain,  and  Lord 
Hawkesbory.  that  sbe  attempted  to  renew  ii  at  ibis 
time.  Mr.  King,  however,  remonstrated;  and  he 
finally  received  a  note  from  Lord  Hawkesbory, 
who  had  referred  the  subject  to  ibe  Aitomev 
Oeoeral  of  Great  Britain,  admiitiog  that  the  sei- 
zure, under  thi«  principle,  was  not  warrantable. 
Tbe  opioioQ  is  this:  that  the  neutral  has  a  rl^bc 
lo  carry  on  a  commerce  with  tbe  enemies' colonies. 
That  the  continuity  of  the  vovage  is  broken 
when  the  return  carro  is  landed  in  the  neutral 
coaolry,  and  baa  pau  datiot  there,  and  thai  the 


goods  can  afterwards  be  safely  transported  to 
any  belligerent  country  in  Europe,  in  the  same 
bottom  on  which  ibey  were  origLoally  imported, 
or  BO  any  otber  neutral  bottom  whatever.  Thia 
appears  to  hare  settled  the  question,  and  numer- 
ous decisions  in  England  boib  before  and  since 
that  time  have  confirmed  the  principle  as  a  correct 
one.  But  notwithstanding  all  this,  to  our  aston- 
isbment,  tbe  same  adjudications  hare  been  re- 
newed, and  the  same  principle,  considered  as  aban- 
doned last  war,  is  now  revived.  In  the  early  part 
of  tbe  last  summer  we  Bud  il  once  more  brooght 
into  ezistence,  and  the  following  case  was  mads 
UM  of,  as  a  fit  pretext,  to  warrant  the  new  cap* 
lores  which  were  intended  should  be  made  under 
this  extraordinary  decision  of  the  court  of  appeala: 
Id  the  lalier  part  of  the  late  war  which  wastw- 
minated  by  the  treaty  of  Amiens,  an  American 
vessel  was  carried  into  the  Island  of  New  Provi- 
dence, and  adjadicated.  Ad  appeal  was  carried 
to  Ureal  Britain,  where  the  eoodem      ' 


trade  during  n  

of  peace.  Under  this  decision  the  cruisers  of 
Great  Britain  have  seized  a  great  nnraber  of 
other  vessels.  I  know  this  case  parlicnlarly.  The 
vessel  1  hare  referred  to,  was  tbe  Essex,  Captaia 
Orne.  There  was  a  direct  importation  of  her 
cargo  into  Salem,  in  Massachusetts ;  after  remain- 
ing stored  three  or  four  weeks,  the  duties  having 
been  paid,  it  was  shipped  for  the  Havana.  On 
her  passage  to  Ilavaaa,  she  was  seized,  and  ad- 
judicated in  New  Providence.  There  wm  an 
appeal,  and  after  remaining  nearly  four  veari  un- 
decided, the  judgment  is  at  last  conQrmed  in  Eng- 
land, and  ihe  capture  of  American  vessels  com- 
meneea.  Ceo  we  put  ap  with  such  decisions? 
Can  we  agree  to  tbem7  If  this  principle  be  al- 
lowed, I  desire  to  know  whether  tbe  whole  carry- 
ing trade  of  the  United  States  will  not  eventa- 
alfy  be  saoriBcedl  Br  the  carrying  trade,  I  mean 
tbe  dirtet  trade  to  and  from  the  colonies,  as  well 
as  to  Europe.  If  we  aeauiesce  in  their  capturing 
a  part,  Great  Britain  will  extend  her  capturesstiU 
further,  and  make  a  sweep  of  our  whole  trade. 
For  my  jnrf,  I  am  not  wilting  to  make  this  aae- 
rifioe;  it  it  were  no  more  than  a  million  I  couM 
not  agree  toil. 

.A)  to  the  impressment  of  our  aeamen.  that  loo 
i/asubject  of  mosi  serious  eomplaini.  Wehava 
called  for  a  document  on  this  point,  which  unfor- 
tunately is  not  yet  on  our  tables.  It  is  so  exten- 
sive, and  the  information  drawn  from  such  vari- 
ous touices,  that  the  Secretary  of  State  baa  not 
yet  been  able  to  present  it.  We  have,  however, 
understood,  that  tba  number  of  our  imprewed 
seamen  amounts  to  above  3,000.  During  tbe  last 
war  Great  Britain  impreesed  upwards  of  3,000  of 
OUT  wameD,  of  which  she  restored  1,200,  proved 
to  be  Amerieao,  and  800  remained  in  her  possea- 
sion  at  the  peace.  In  the  short  period  of  two 
years  she  has  impreeeed  3,000  seamen.  I  believe 
that  we  are  bound,  by  all  peaceable  means,  to  ob- 
tain the  liberation  of  these  men.  Lately,  one  of 
our  frigates  was  shipwrecked  ofi* Tripoli,  and  300 
men  taken  oapiiTC*.    W«  i«iiDediately  pataed  k 
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new  appropriaiioo  bill,  and  •»»  oa^  several  a d- 
diiionxUrigaies.  Tlie  afijir  haa  tertnioaied  bon- 
ornbly  10  uurcouDtry,  aAd  our  aenmen  are  released. 
Will  we  001  noK  do  ah  mucli  for  3,000  waroen, 
as  we  then  did  fur  300,.wbicb  are  but  a  ifdiIi 
pact?  After  ihe  cuurae  we  are  dow  lakioK, 
■buuld  Brilaio  pefBiHl  in  ber  capiu/ea  end  ia  bef 
oppressive  treatment  of  our  heimeu,  and  refuse  to 
give  tbeRi  up,  I  would  not  beiiitale  (o  meet  ber 
lu  war-  But,  as  I  obnerved  before,  I  do  qut  belLere 
Great  Britain  will  go  tu  war-  Our  trade  is  too 
Taluable  to  her-  Slie  know«,  loo,  ibal  iti  uich  an 
event  sbe  will  loK  ber  Eastern  proTiaceo-  Tbe 
BlalBsof  Vrimoataad  Masaachuseiia  will  ask  no 
oiber  assistance  tbaD  ibeir  owq  miliiia  to  take 
CaD-tda  aod  Nova  Scotia.  Some  of  ber  West 
India  ii>laDd«  will  libvwise  fall-  Sbe  kpowa  also 
other  ihitHfs-  Her  subjects  own  nixieeantiHiuDs 
of  the  old  public  debt  of  ibe  Uoited  States,  cwnt 
milliooB  ol  the  Lotiisjajqa  stoeki  qi>d  tJiree  or  tour 
miMions  bank  siock,  asd  have  pfivaie  debts  to  tbe 
ainoUDt  of  ten  or  twelve  mitliops;  amounliog  in 
the  wbole  to  Dearly  forty  ujillione  of  dol^ra. 
Will  Great  Britaio,  by  going  to  w>r,'rish  bar  prO' 
Tincei,  and  this  large  amquot  of  propertyl  I 
think  she  will  not  put  so  muob  to  ba»rd.  I  be- 
lieve she  will  tpke  no  other  step*  tbaa  are  D«ual« 
with  r«^rd  to  neulrnl  tritde^  Ai  I  saidi  befure^ 
ibe  risk,  of  a  coi>trBfy  cour>e  will  b«  too  gr«aL 
Her  Minister  is  now  iti»g  a  system,  tjie  eooiia- 
uarice  in  whipb  will  dejiend  i>n  ua-  He  me^n*  to 
aee  how  tnuoh  wecw  war-  By.tiii'''*<^P  weabnll 
put  an  enJ  to  i|.  If,  beFore  it  ^otu.into.eSeet,  we 
give  him  lime  to  repeal,  he  will,  ratbet  than  cx- 
perieuce  tbe  ii^ury  that  menace*  hia  CouDtry,  pay 
for  the  propeiiy  that  kas  been  condemeeJ,  and 
leiease  our  seaiaei).  Under  tli^se  c  ire  tuns  luKsa, 
■aJ  viewing  the  Tesoliulon  as  a  pacific  measure, 
1  hope  it  will  be  adopted  utMaiiiiously. 

Mr.  J.  R4J'?0VH-— 1  arp  extremely  afraid,  sir, 
that  BO  far  an  it  may  depend  qu  niy  acquaintance 
yf'wk  dei|iil6  coaneeled  with  the  sub^t,  I  have 
Tery  little  rigbl  laaddress  ygu,  for  in  truth,  I  hare 
not  yei  seen  the  documeaia  from  ibc  Treasury, 
lybich  were. called  for  rome  tiaw  ago,  to  direct 
tbe  judgineat  oi  this  Hitwe  in  the  decisioti  of  the 

?uesiiuo  DOW  befura  you  i  aiid,  indent  af^er  whM 
have  this  day  beard,  I  no  longer  requite  that 
documeat  or  any  other  document-r-lndeed  I  do 
Dol  know  ibal  I  ever  sliould  have  required  it — to 
voieon  therefotuliDIlofthegenllea)aD^rol^Pet)n' 
*ylvt■nia.  If  1  bad  eoieriained  any  doubts  ibey 
wuuld  bare  been  removed  by  the  ttyle  in  which 
t^e  friend*  of  the  resoluiioo  bare  this  morning 
ditcusited.  it-  Ian)  perfeoity  aware,  that  oo  eit- 
lipring  iipun  this  *ubJecE,  we  go  into  it  manacled. 
hand cuflad,  and  languMied ;  genileraea  know  that 
our  lips  are  sealed,  on  suhjecu  of  monientaus  for- 
eign relaiioniv  wtaich  afe  lodisnolubly  linked  witb 
the  present  question,  ami  wliicb  would  nerve  to 
throw  a  great  light  og  >t  jo  every  reSf>eGt  relevant 
ta  it.  I  will,  however,  endeavor  tu  bubble  over 
tbe  Bubject,  aa  wella^  tny  fettered  liubiaiMl  pal- 
>ied  toijgue  will  eaa.ble  me  to  do  il- 

1  an)  uul  EUrprlied  to  bear  this  reaolution  dis- 
CHsaedhji  lU  bttmdH  aa  a  vac  loeastue.    Ibey  lay 


(it  is  true)  that  it  is  not  a  war  measure;  bat  ihe^ 
iJefead  it  on  principles  which  would  justify  oooe 
hut  wqr  measures,  and  seem  pleased  wiib  the 
idea  that  it  may  prove  tbe  forerunner  of  war.  If 
war  ia  necessary — if  we  have  reached  ibis  poinl^ 
let  us  bave  war.  But  while  I  have  life,  L  will 
never  consent  to  tbaee  iocipent  war  measurea, 
which,  in  tbeir  commeDcement  breathe  nothing 
biti  peai:e,  tbough  tbey  plunge  at  iM  into  war. 
It  has  been  well  observed  by  the  gentleman  ftoni 
Peaosyhania  behind  me  (Mr.  J-  Ci^t)  that  iha 
situation  of  this  nation  in  1793(  was  in  every  r«- 
Bpeci  different  from  that  iq  which  it  finds  iiaelf  ia 
1806.  Let  me  ask,  too,  if  tbe  situation  of  Eng- 
land is  not  since  materially  changed  1  Qentl«> 
men  who,  it  wonliT  appear  from  their  language, 
bave  not  got  beyond  tbe  horp-book  of  polities, 
talk  of  our  ability  to  cope  with  the  Britisn  navp, 
and  tell  us  of  the  war  of  our  Revuluiinn.  U'bat 
was  ttie  situation  of  Great  Britain  then?  Sba 
was  theti  coDiendiog  for  the  empire  oftheCrititli 
cliapDel,  barely  ahle  lo  maintain  a  doubtful  equal- 
ity witb  her  enemies,  over  whom  slw  nevrr  gained 
ibeauperiority  until  Rudoey's  victory  of  the  twelfth 
of ApiLl.  What  isW  preseql  situation  1  Tba 
combined  fleets  orFranoti,  Spain,  and  Holland,  an 
dis.sipat«d,  tbey  no  longer  exist.  I  ^m  not  siu- 
ptised  to  bear  men  advocate  these  wild  opinioom 
to  see  ibem  goaded  on  by  a  spirit  of  mercantila 
avarice,  straining  their  feehlf  etrength  to  excite 
ihe  nation  to  war.  wbeit  tbey  bare  reached  this 
stage  of  infatuation,  that  we  a/e  an  over-match 
for  Qreat  Britain  on  the  ocean,  li  is  mere  waale 
of  lime  to  reatoii  wiih  sucb  persons.  Tbey  do 
not  deserTeaoy  th'tog  like  serious  nfuiatiaa.  Tlie 
proper'BrguoKnts  fbrsueb  qixiiesmen  are  astrai^ot 
waistcoat,  a  dark  loom,  water  grUfl,  aod  depleiioik 

ft  has  alway.s  appeared  to  me  that  there  ^n 
three  points  to  be  considered,  and  matureU  coor 
■idered,  bel'ure  we  can  be  prepared  lo  vote  fur  tha 
resuludon  ufihe  gentleman  from  Pennpylvaaia: 
First.  Outabiliiy  tocootend  with  Qreat  Britain 
for  thequffitiqa  indispute:  SeconxJly.  Tbe  j^icy 
of  such  aconiett:  Thirdly.  In  case  both  these 
shall  besetijed^flirmaiively,  ihe  manner  in  whicb 
w£  can,  with  the  greatest  eftet,  re-act  upon  and 
annoy  our  adverswy. 

Now  the  geotlamaa  tiom  MaHachueetts  (Mb 
CaowittiaBiet-n)  has  settled  at  a  single  sweeps 
tuuseoae  of  bis  lavotite  expressions,  oqt  only  ibat 
we  ape  capable  of  contending  witb  Qreat  Britain 
on  tbe  ocean,  but  that  we  are  aciuativ  ber  appe- 
rior.  Whence  does  the  gentleman  oeduca  ibia 
inlerenoei  fiecaiwe,  trufy,  at  that  time  wbea 
Great  Britain  was  not  miNttees  of  the  ocean,  wbea 
a  North  was  ber  prime  minister,  a  Sandwich  ib« 
first  lord  of  beradmitaliy.  when  she  wa*  governed 
by  a  cuoniiDg-hou^e  admioisiraiioti,  privaieera  of 
ihia  country  trespassed  on  ber  commerce!  So,  too^ 
did  tbe  cruisers  of  Dunkirk  ;  at  that  day  SuSireia 
held  tbe  mastery  of  tiie  ladiaueeus.  But  what  ia 
the  case  now?  pa  gentlemen  remember  the  caj^ 
lure  of  Cornwallis  oa  land-  becau-e  De  Grasse 
mainlained  ihe  dominion  of  the  ocean?  To  my: 
mmd  DO  poniiioo  is  uiuTe  clear,  tliaa  ibat  if  we  go 
to  wa*  witli  Great  BrWuntChwjeiiton  Ud  Boaioo, 
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lb«  rbeMpnbe  and  the  Hudson,  will  be  inTesied 
by  Bnltslii-qusdrons.  Will  youcall  ontheCoDnt 
I>e  Gmsse  lo  relicTe  ihiMn,  or  shall  we  apply  to 
Admiral  OraTiDA,  or  Admiral  ViltfBtnre  lo  raise 
the  blockude?  But  yoD  haTe  oal  ooljr  a  proapecl 
of  ^theriog  glory,  tad  what  Bfemi  lo  ihe  genlle- 
maD  frodi  MBssachusFlis,  much  dfarer,  profit,  by 
priTat^rriDg,  but  you  will  be  able  to  mabe  a  con- 
queM  of  Canada  and  NovaScoiia.  Indeed  I  Tben, 
lir.  we  BhHll  calcb  a  Tartar.  I  coafeM,  huwever, 
I  bave  no  desire  to  se«  ilie  Senators  and  Repre- 
Mntatives  of  .the  Canadian  Preach,  or  of  tbe 
tones  and  refugees  of  No?a  Scotia,  aittio;  on  ibis 
Sour  or  that  of  tbe  Other  House — to  see  ibem 
bMomiog  aiembert  of  the  Union,  and  par  let na- 
tmg equally  in  oar  poliiieal  right*.  And  on  waat 
other  principle  wnuld  the  genileman  from  MasM' 
chuselts  be  lor  incorporating  those  provinces  wiih 
nil  Or  OD  what  other  principle  could  it  be  done 
under  the  Constiiutton  1  If  Ihe  gentleraao  has 
so  other  boonty  to  offer  u«  for  going  lo  war,  iban 
Ihe  incorporation  of  Catlads  and  Nuva  Beotia  with 
the  United  States,  I  am  for  remaining  at  peace. 

What  is  ibe  question  indispuie?  The  carry  ine 
trad*.  Whatpartofii]  Thefair,thehonesi,aod 
the  naeful  trade  ibal  is  engaged  in  carrying  our 
own  prodaolioDS  to  foreign  marlteis,  and  bringiog 
httk  iheir  pn>iluci>ons ia  etehangeT  No,  sir.  I( 
is  that  carrying  trade  whii:h  curers  enemy's  prhp- 
eny,  anJ  earrtes  tbe  coffee,  the  attgar,  and  other 
W«sl  India  products,  to  the  roolher country.  No, 
air,  if  this  great  agricultural  DBtion  is  to  be  gov- 
,  (med  by  S.lem  and  Boston,  New  York  and  Phil- 
■detpbia,  and  Baltimore  and  Norfolk  and  Char- 
lig«tan,  let  f^ntlemen  come  out  and  My  so;  and 
lai  a  eommttiee  of  poblte  safety  be  appointed  from 
tkoM  (owns  to  earry  uB  the  Goveromeni.  I,  for 
oae.  will  not  mongHge  my  properly  and  my  lib- 
erty, to  earry  on  tbia  trade.  Tbe  nation  said  so 
Mw*a  yean  ago — I  said  so  then,  and  I  say  no  now. 
It  i«  net  for  the  bonest  carrying  trade  of  America, 
bat  for  ibis  rauthrootn,  ibis  fungos  of  war — for  a 
iiade  which,  an  soon  as  the  nations  of  Etiropcateat 
pnoe,  will  no  longer  eiist,  it  is  for  this  that  the 
apirit  of  ararieious  traffic  would  plange  us  into 
war. 

I  mm  forcibly  struck  on  this  occasion  by  the  re- 
collection of  a  remark  made  by  one  of  tbe  ablest 
(if  nut  the  honestest)  Miniiilers  that  England  ever 
produced.  I  mean  Sir  Robert  Walpole,  who  said 
that  the  country  gentlemen  (poor  meek  aouU!) 
came  up  erer^  year  to  be  sheared—ihat  they  laid 
mole  and  paiieoi  whiki  tbeir  lleeces  were  taking 
(4F — but  that  if  he  touched  a  single  briiile  of  the 
cotBueFCial  iotereii.the  whole  stye  was  in  anap- 
TOar.  It  was  indeed  shearing  tbe  tiog — '<  great  cry 
and  Ktile  wool." 

But  we  are  asked,  are  we  willing  to  bend  the 
iwck  to  Bn^lacd ;  losubmil  to  her  outrages  7  No, 
sir.  I  answer,  that  it  will  betime  enough  for  as  to 
viiMli«ate  tbe  Tiotaiion  of  our  flag  oo  the  ocean, 
lahen  they  rhall  have  told  us  what  they  have  done 
ia  resTBiment  of  the  violation  of  the  actual  terri- 
tory of  Ibe  United  Stales  by  Spain — the  true  ter- 
ritory uf  tbe. United  States,  not  your  new-fancied 
eanatry  arer  itae  Miatisitippi,  but  ike  good  old  UiW' 


ted  States— part  of  Georgia,  of  the  old  thirteen 
States-^where  citizens  ba»e  been  taken,  not  from 
our  ships,  but  from  our  actual  territory.  When 
gentlemcRhaT^  taken  ihepadlockfromourmoaihs, 
I  shell  be  ready  lo  letl  ih«m  what  I  will  do,  rela- 
tive lo  oar  dispute  with  Britain,  on  the  lawof  ua- 
tionx,  on  iiontraband.  and  such  Muff 

1  have  another  objeniion  to  this  course  of  pro- 
ceeding. Great  Britain,  when  she  sees  it,  will  say 
the  American  peojile  have  great  cause  of  dissatis- 
faction with  Sfnin.  She  wfll  see  by  the  document* 
furnished  by  the  President, tliat Spain  ha*  outraged 
onr  territoiy,  pirated  upon  our  commerce,  and  im- 
prisoned our  citizens;  and  she  w>ll  inquire  what 
we  have  done?  It  is  true,  .'he  will  receive  no 
answer.but  she  must  know  wnat  we  have  not  done. 
She  will  see  that  we  have  not  repelled  these  onU 
higes,  nor  madeany  addition  to  our  annv  and  navy 
— nor  even  classed  tbe  militia.  No,  sir  not  one 
of  yot],r  militia  geoerala  in  politics  has  marshalled 
a  single  brigs de. 

Although  I'  have  said  it  would  be  time  enough 
to  answer  the  question  which  gentlemen  have  put 
lo  me  when  they  shall  have  answered  mine,  yet 
as  I  do  not  like  long  prorogations  I  will  give  them 
an  answer  now.  I  will  never  content  to  go  to 
war  fbr'  that  which  1  cannot  protect.  ]  deem  it 
00  sacrifice  of  dignity  lo  say  to  the  Leviaihan  of 
the  deep — we  are  unable  to  contend  with  jroo  ia 
your  own  eletnent,  but  if  you  come  within  oqr 
actual  limits  we  will  shed  our  last  drop  of  blood, 
in  tbeir  deftnce.  In  such  an  event  1  would  feel, 
not  reason,  and  obey  an  impulse  «ht];h  never  has, 
which  never  ctJt  deceive  tne. 

France  is  at  war  with  England — suppose  her 
power  on  the  continent  of  Europe  no  greater  than 
it  is  on  ibe  ocean.  How  would  she  make  her  en- 
emy feel  ii  7  There  would  be  a  perfect  non-con- 
ductor between  them.  Sowithibe  United  States 
and  England — she  scarcely  presents  to  ns  a  vul- 
nerable point.  Her  commerce  is  now  carried  on 
for  the  moat  part  in  fleets — wbere  in  single  ships 
they  are  stout  and  welt  armed — very  difibreat  from 
the  state  of  her  trade  during  the  American  war, 
when  faermercbanimen  became  the  prey  of  paltry 
privateers.  Great  Britain  has  been  too  lon^  at 
warwitb  tbetbree  most  powerfnl  maritime  nations 
of  Europe  not  lo  bave  learnt  bow  to  protect  her 
trade.  She  can  afford  convoy  to  it  all — she  has 
eight  hundred  ships  )n  commii>sion,  the  navies  of 
her  enemies  are  annibtlaied.  Thus  this  war  has 
presented  the  new  and  curious  political  spectacle 
of  a  regular  annual  increase  (and  to  an  immense 
amount)  of  her  imnorts  and  expoHs,  and  tonnage 
and  revenue,  and  all  the  insignia  of  accumulating 
wealth,  whilat  in  every  former  war,  without  ez- 
ceptioii,  these  have  suffered  a  greater  or  less  dim- 
inutioD.  And  whererore7  Becauseshe  hasdrlven 
Franee,6pain,and  Holland  from  the  ocean.  Their 
marine  is  no  more.  I  verily  believe  that  ten  En- 
glinh  sbipa-ofthe-line  would  not  decline  a  meeting 
wiih  the  combined  fleetsor  those  nations.  I  fore- 
warn tbe  gentleman  from  MaHachusella  and  his 
cons(itueni:<  of  Salem,  ihai  all  their  gulden  hopes 
are  vain.  Ifurewarn  tbeinoflbeezposure  of  their 
trade  beyond  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  (or  now 
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doubling  iO  l0  caplure  and  conSMalioo — of  ibeir 
ooprotMled  seaport  towoa,  eipOMd  to  coniribu- 
lioQ  or  bombardiDPiil.  Are  we  to  be  lesUlsied 
into  war  by  a  set  of  men,  who  in  six  weeka  after 
its  GomiDeii cement  may  be  compelled  to  [ake  ref- 
vge  witb  as  up  in  Ihe  eountry  1  And  for  wbai  1 
A  mere  fungus — a  mushroom  productiou  of  war 
ID  Earope,  wbich  will  diMppear  with  the  first  re^ 
tarn  of  peace — an  uofvir  trade.  For  is  there  a  man 
to  GCeduloue  as  lo  believe  that  we  poMese  a  capital 
not  ooly  equal  to  what  may  be  called  our  o  ~ 
proper  Itade,  but  large  enough  abo  to  transmil 
tbe  respective  parent  Slates  the  vast  and  wealthy 
products  of  the  French,  Spanish  and  Dutch  colo- 
nies'? It  is  bef  ond  Ihe  belief  of  anr  raiional  being. 
But  this  is  not  mj  only  objection  to  entering  upon 
tbisnaral  warfare;  I  amaverse to anaval  war  '^ 
■nf  nation  whatever.  I  was  opposed  to  the  n 
war  of  the  last  AdmiQisimtion,  and  I  am  as  ready 
to  oi^MMe  a  naval  war  of  ibe  oresent  Administra- 
tion. Ehoutd  they  meditate  sucn  a  measure.  What ! 
■ball  this  great  mkmmolb  of  the  American  forest 
leave  his  native  element  and  nlungeioto  the  water 
in  a  mad  contest  with  the  sharki  Let  him  beware 
that  bia  proboscis  is  not  bitten  off  in  the  eagage- 
ment.  Let  him  stay  onshore, sod  not  be  excited 
by  the  muscles  and  periwinkles  on  the  strand, 
political  bears,  in  a  boat  to  venture  on  the  perils 
of  Ihe  deep.  Qentlemen  say  wilt  you  not  protect 
your  violated  tights?  and  1  say  why  take  to  water, 
where  you  caa  neither  fight  not  swim.  Look  at 
France — see  her  vessels  atealiiig  from  port  to 

on  her  own  coast — and  remeroDer  that  she  i. 

first  military  Power  of  the  earth,  and  as  a  naval 
people  second  only  to  Bqgland.  Takeaway  ibi 
British  navy,  and  France  lo-mortow  is  the  tyraoi 
of  the  ocean. 

This  brings  me  lo  the  second  point.  How  far 
is  it  politic  in  ibe  United  States  to  throw  their 
weight  into  the  scale  of  France  at  this  moment, 
from  whatever  motive — lo  aid  the  views  of  her 
gigantic  ambition — to  make  her  mistress  of  the 
sea  and  land — to  jeopardize  the  liberties  of  man 
kind?  Sir,  you  nuy  help  to  crush  Great  Britain 
you  may  assist  in  breaking  down  her  naval  do 
minion,  but  you, cannot  succeed  to  il.  The  irot 
■ceptre  of  the  ocean  will  pass  Into  his  bands  whi 
wears  Ihe  iron  crown  ot  the  land.  Tou  may 
then  expect  a  new  code  of  maritime  law.  Where 
will  you  look  for  redressl  I  can  lell  the  gentle- 
man from  Massachusetts  tbat  there  is  nothing  in 
bis  rule  of  three  thai  will  save  us,  even  although 
he  should  oul-do  himself,  and  eiceed  (he  Gnaocial 
ingenuity  which  he  ao  memorably  displayed  on  a 
recent  occasion.  No,  sir,  let  the  battle  of  Actium 
be  once  fought,  and  the  whole  line  of  seaceast 
will  be  at  the  mercy  of  the  conqueror.  The  At- 
lantic, deep  and  wide  as  it  is,  will  prove  just  as 
good  a  barrier  agaiiui  his  ambition,  if  directed 
against  you,  as  the  Mediterranean  to  the  power  of 
UeCsesars.  Do  I  mean  (when  I  say  ao)  (□  crouch 
10  the  invaderl    No!    1  will  meet  him  at  the 


thence  lo  the  mouuiain! 

the  MiisiasippL    But  after,  tamely  submitting  to 

an  outrage  on  jonr  domicil,  will  you  bully  and 


look  biff  at  an  insult  on  your  flag  three  thousand 
milea  off? 

But,  sir,  I  have  yet  a  more  cogent  reason  against 
goiog  to  war,  for  the  honor  of  tbe  flag  in  the  nar- 
row seas,  OT  any  other  maritime  punctitio.  It 
springs  from  ray  attachment  to  tbe  (jiovernment 
under  which  1  liv&  I  declare,  in  tbe  face  of  day, 
tbat  this  OovPtnroeni  was  not  instituted  lor  the 
purposes  of  offensive  war.  No !  It  was  framed 
(to  use  its  own  language)  "  for  the  common  de- 
fence and  the  general  welfare,"  which  are  ineon- 
siatebl  with  offensive  war.  I  ctdl  ^bat  oSeasire 
war,  which  goes  out  of  our  joriidiction  and  lin- 
ils  for  tbe  attainment  or  protection  of  objects,  not 
within  those  limits,  and  that  jurisdiction.  A*  in 
1798  I  was  opposed  to  this  species  of  warfare,  be- 
cause  I  believed  it  would  raze  the  Constitution  to 
its  very  fuuodatioD— so,  in  1806, 1  am  opposed  to 
it,  and  on  the  same  grounds.  No  sooner  do  yon 
put  (he  Constitution  to  this  use — to  a  test  which 
It  is  by  no  means  calculated  to  endure — than  iu 
incompetency  becomes  manifest,  and  apparent  to 
all.  I  fear  if  you  go  into  a  foreign  war,  for  a  cit- 
cuilous,  unfair  carrying  trade,  yon  will  come  oat 
without  your  Coosiitolion.  Have  nol  yon  eoo- 
tracion  enough  yet  in  this  House?  Or,  do  you 
want  to  be  overrun  and  devoured  by  commissariea, 
and  all  the  vermin  of  contract?  I  fear,  sir,  iknt 
what  are  called  "  the  energy  men"  will  rise  up 
again— men  who  will  burn  tW  parchment.  We 
shall  be  told  that  our  Oovernmeut  is  too  free ;  oi, 
as  they  would  say,  weak  and  inefficient.  Much 
vi»ue,sir,  in  lermsl  That  we  must  givethePrec- 
ident  power  to  call  forth  the  resources  of  the  ac- 
tion. That  is,  lo  filch  the  last  shilling  from  our 
pockets— to  drain  the  lasl  drop  of  blood  from  oar 
*eias.  lamagainslgivingtbiBpowertoany  man, 
be  he  who  be  may.  The  American  people  must 
either  withhold  tbispower,or  resign  their  Jibertiea. 
There  is  no  other  uteroaiive.  Nothing  but  the 
most  imperious  necessity  will  justify  such  a  grant. 
And  iaibereapowetful  enemyatour  doors?  Yon 
may  begin  with  a  First  Consul.  From  that  chry- 
salis state  he  soon  becomes  an  Emperor.  Yon 
have  your  choice.  It  depends  upon  your  election 
whether  you  will  be  a  free,  happy,  and  nailed  peo- 
pie  at  home,  or  the  lighi  of  your  Executive  Maj- 
esly  shall  beam  acroes  the  Atlantic  in  one  geoenl 
blaze  of  the  public  liberty. 

For  my  oarl,  1  will  never  go  to  war  hut  in  self- 
defence.  I  have  no  desire  for  conquests — no  am- 
bition lo  possess  Nova  Scotia.  I  hold  the  liberties 
of  this  people  at  a  higher  rate.  Much  inor« 
am  I  indispoeed  lo  war,  when,  among  the  firat 
means  for  catryiog  it  on,  I  see  gentlemen  propose 
the  confiscation  of  debts  due  by  Oovernateot  to 
individuals.  Doesa  bona  ^de  creditor  know  who 
holds  bis  paper?  Dareany  honest  man  ask  him- 
self the  question  ?  'Tis  hard  to  say  whether  sneli 
principlesare  more  detestably  dishonest,  than  thejr 
are  weak  and  foolish.  What,  sir,  will  you  go 
about  with  proposals  for  opening  a  loan  in  one 
hand,  and  a  sponge  for  the  national  debt  in  the 
other  1  If,  on  a  late  occasion,  you  could  not  bor* 
row  at  a  leaa  rate  of  interest  than  eigi|t  per  cent- 
wbeil  tht  Ooreromeat  avowed  that  they  wouu 
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pay  to  the  latl  shilling  of  tbe  public  abilitr,  ■! 
wbal  price  do  yon  expect  to  raise  inoDev  witn  an 
KTowalof  tbese  nerarions  DpIniDOsI  God  help 
jva,  if  ibew  are  your  way?  and  means  for  carry- 
tog  on  war !  if  yoor  (jnanees  are  in  the  hands  of 
sach  a  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer.  Becaase  a 
man  can  take  an  observation,  and  keep  a  It^-book 
and  a  reckoning;  can  navigaiea  cock-boat  to  tbe 
Weat  Indies,  or  tbe  East  shall  be  aspire  to  na*i- 

Gte  tbe  great  vessel  of  State— to  stand  at  the 
Imof pnbliccouneilsT  NemtoriiltTtiertpidam. 
What  are  vou  eoing  to  war  for  ?  Forthecftrryiog 
trade  1  Already  y«n  posseas  seren-einhths  of  iL 
What  is  the  object  in  dispute?  The  fair,  honeM 
trade,  that  excbansea  the  prodaci  of  onr  soil  for 
foreign  articles  for  bome  conEumplion  7  Not  at  all. 
YoQ  are  called  opoo  to  McriBce  this  necessary 
branch  of  yoar  narigalion,  and  the  great  agrjcal- 
turaJ  imereat— whose  handmaid  it  ii — lo  jeop- 
ardize your  best  interests  for  a  circuitous  com- 
merce, tor  the  franduleot  protection  of  belligerent 
property  under  yoar  neutral  flaj^.  Will  you  be 
goaded,  by  the  dreaming  calculations  of  insatiate 
ararice,  to  stake  yoar  all  for  the  protection  of  this 
trade?  I  do  not  ^>e«k  of  the  probable  effects  of 
war  on  the  price  of  our  produce.  Sererely  as  we 
most  feel,  we  may  scuffle  through  it.  1  speak 
of  ib  reaction  on  the  Cotwtitntion.  Yoa  may 
go  lo  war  for  this  eicresccDce  of  the  carrying 
irade^  and  make  peace  at  the  expense  of  tbe  Con- 
BlinuoB.  Your  Bxecntive  will  lord  it  over  you, 
aod  yoa  mast  make  tbe  best  terms  with  the  coo- 
(peror  that  you  can.  But  the  gentleman  from 
Pennsylvania  (Mr.  aRioo)  tella  jroii  thai  be  is  for 
acting  in  this,  as  in  all  things,  uninfluenced  by  the 
opitiioa  of  any  Minister  wnaiever — foreign,  or,  I 
presume^  domestic.  On  this  point  I  am  willing 
to  meet  the  gentlemaD — am  unwilling  to  be  dic- 
tated to  by  any  Minister,  at  home  orauoad.  Is  he 
willing  to  act  on  tbe  tame  independent  footing? 
I  have  before  protested,  and  I  again  protest  against 
secret,  irresponsible,  overruling  influeDCe.  Tbe 
first  question  1  asked  wben  I  saw  the  sentleman's 
lesolulion,  was,  "  Is  this  a  measure  of  the  Cabi- 
netl"  Not  of  an  open  declared  Cabinet;  but,  of 
an  invisible,  inscrotable,  unconstiiational  Cabi- 
Mt,  without  responsibility,  uokoowB  to  the  Con- 
stilntion.  I  speak  of  back-stairs  influeoce — of 
men  who  bring  messages  to  this  House,  which, 
aUfaoogb  thejr  do  not  appear  on  the  Journals,  gov- 
ern its  decisions.  Sir,  the  first  question  that  I 
asked  on  the  subject  of  British  relations,  was, 
What  is  the  opinion  of  the  Cabinell  Whi 
measures  will  ibey  recommend  to  CoDgress?- 
'(«ell  knowing  that  whatever  measures  we  might 
take,  they  must  execute  them,  and  therefore^  that 
we  shotild  have  their  opinion  on  the  subject.) 
My  answer  was.  (and  from  a  Cabinet  Mioisiei 
too,}  '1  There  t»  no  longtr  any  Cabinet."  Subse- 
q  vent  circumstances,  sir,  have  given  me  a  personal 
knowledge  of  the  laet.  It  needs  no  eommeninry. 
But  the  gentleman  has  told  you  that  we  ought 
logo  to  war,  if  for  nothing  else,  for  the  fur  trade. 
Now.  sir,  the  people  on  whose  support  he  seem; 
to  calculate,  follow  let  me  lelt  him,  a  better  basi- 
uai,  and  let  ma  aad,  that  whilst  meD  ar<  happy 


at  home  reaping  ibeir  own  fields— the  fruits  of 
their  lubor  and  mduslry — there  is  little  danger  of 
their  being  induced  to  go  sixteen  or  seveoleea 
hondred  miles  in  pursuit  of  beavers,  raceooos,  or 
opossums,  much  less  of  going  to  wsr  for  the  priv-- 
ilege.  They  are  better  employed  where  ibeyare. 
This  trade,  sir,  may  be  important  to  Britain,  to 
who  have  exhausted  every  resource  of 
industry  at  home,  bowed  down  by  taxalioo  and 
wretchedness.  Let  them,  in  Ood's  name,  if  they 
please,  follow  the  fur  trade.  Tbey  may,  for  me, 
;atch  every  beaver  in  North  America.  Yes,  sir, 
lur  people  have  a  better  occupation — a  safe,  proT 
itabk,  honorable  employment.  While  they  should 
be  engaged  in  distant  regions  in  hunting  the  bea- 
—  they  dread  lest  those  whose  natural  frrej  they 
should  begin  to  hunt  them,  should  pillage 
their  property,  and  assassinate  their  Coostitoiion. 
Instead  of  these  wild  schemes,  pay  off  your  debt, 
instead  of  prating  about  ils  confiscation.  Do  not. 
I  beseech  you,  expose  at  once  yoar  knavery  and 
your  fdlv.  You  have  more  lands  than  you  know 
what  to  do  with,  you  have  lately  paid  fifteen  miU 
lions  for  yet  more.  Oo  and  work  them,  and  cease 
lo  alarm  the  people  with  the  cry  of  wolf,  until 
they  become  deaf  to  yoor  voice,  or  at  least  laugh 
at  yoti. 

Mr.  ChairmBD,  if  I  felt  less  regard  for  whkl  I 
deem  the  best  interesu  of  this  nation  than  for  my 
own  reputation,  I  should  not,  on  this  day,  have 
oflered  to  address  you,  but  would  have  waited  to 
come  out,  bedecked  with  flowers  and  boquets  of 
rhetoric,  in  a  set  speech.  But,  sir,  I  dreaded  lest 
atone  might  be  given  lo  the  mind  of  the  com- 
mittee— they  willpardon  me,  but  I  did  fear,  from 
all  that  I  could  see  or  bear,  that  tbey  might  be 
prejudiced  by  its  advocates,  (under  pretence  of 

Croteciiog  our  commerce)  in  favor  of  this  ridicu- 
)U8  and  preposterous  project ;  I  rose,  sir,  for  one, 
lo  plead  guilty;  to  declare  in  the  face  of  day  that 
I  will  not  go  lo  war  for  this  carrying  trade.  I 
will  agree  lo  pass  for  an  idiot  if  this  is  not  tbe 

Eoblic  sentiment,  and  you  will  findit  to  your  cost, 
egin  the  war  when  you  will. 
Gentlemen  talk  of  1793.  Tbey  might  as  well 
go  back  to  the  Trojan  war.  What  was  jour  sit- 
uation then?  Then  every  heart  beat  high  with 
sympathy  for  France,  for  republican  France  I  I 
am  not  prepared  to  say,  with  my  friend  from 
Pennsylvania,  that  we  were  all  reedy  to  draw  out 
swords  in  her  caose,  hut  I  affirm  that  we  were 
prepared  to  have  gone  great  lengths.  I  am  not 
ashamed  to  pay  this  compliment  to  the  hearts  of 
the  American  people,  even  at  the  expense  of  their 
understandings.  It  was  a  noble  and  generous 
sentimeut,  which  nations  like  individuals  are 
never  the  worse  for  having  feir,  Tbey  were,  1 
repeat  it,  ready  to  make  great  sacrifices  for  France. 
And  why  readv  1  Because  she  was  fighting  the 
battles  of  the  human  race  against  the  combined 


forming  the  part  whtcti  Great 
fact,  susiainx,  formiog  the  only  bulwark  against 
universal  dominion.  Knock  away  her  Navjr,  and 
ivbere  are  you?  Under  the  naval  despotism  of 
Fraoce,  unchecked  and  unqualified  by  any  %a.- 
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Ugonizing  military  power ;  at  be«t  but  a  change 
or  roaeiera.  Tbe  lyrant  of  Ihi  ocraa,  BDd  ihe 
tytani  of  the  land,  is  one  and  the  tame,  lord  of 
all,  and  who  nhall  My  bim  nay.  or  nberefore  do- 
est  thou  ihitibiDfcl  Give  to  tbe  li^r  the  prop- 
eriiei>  or  ih«  shark,  and  there  is  no  longer  rafeiy 
fot  (he  beasiB  of  the  for^-^t  or  [be  Ssbes  of  tl)e 
sta.  Where  was  this  bish  anti-BritaoDic  spirit 
of  ib«  gentleniaQ  Troia  Peansylrania,  wb«B  his 
vote  would  hare  put  aa  eod  lo  the  British  treaty, 
that  pesiileDi  source  or  evil  lo  ihia  coumry  "i  aod 
at  a  lime,  loo,  wbeu  it  wa^  not  less  the  mterest 
ibao  ihe  lentiaieDl  of  tjiii  people  to  pull  dowo 
Onat  Britain  and  exalt  France-  TIipo,  when 
tb«  g^ntJemaD  migbl  ha?e  ecied  with  effect,  he 
could  not  8cren>  his  oourage  to  the  sticking  place. 
Tbeo  England  was  cumbiaed  in  what  has  prqven 
a  feeble,  inffficient  coaliiion,  but  which  gayejust 
cause  of  Klnrm  lo  every  friend  of  freedom.  Now 
Ihe  liberties  of  the  human  race  are  threatened  by 
a  Bingle  Power,  more  forcnidable  tljao  the  eoa- 
Inced  world,  lo  whose  utmost  ambition,  vast  as  it 
,  ij,  \\t%  Dtval  fuice  of  Qreat  Biitaia  fotms  the 
OAly  obataele. 

I  am  perfectly  teosible  and  ashamed  of  the  ti-es- 
patii  I  am  making  on  the  piilieoee  of  the  Commit- 
tee; but  ■&  I  know  not  whether  it  will  be  in  my 
power  to  tronblfltbem  again  an  th ii subject,  1  miKt 
beg  leave  to  continue  my  crude  and  desultory  ob- 
■arTstioDii.  lau  not  ashamed  tocoDfeuthaltbejr 
veto.  At  the  commeoaemeaiof  thiR s* skIod,  wc 
received  a  ptinied  Mesas^  from  the  Presidenl  of 
the  United  Siiies,  breathmg  a  great  deal  of  na- 
lionat  honor,  and  inJignaiioo  at  the  outrages  we 
had  endured,  pqriicularly  from  Spain.  She  was 
specially  oamed  ood  pointed  at.  8hehac|  pirated 
1^0  your  commerce,  imprisooed  your  citizens, 
violated  your  ictusl  territory  ;  invaded  the  very 
limits  solemnly  established  between  the  two  na- 
lioos  by  the  Treaty  of  Sao  Lorenzo.  Some  of 
the  Slate  Legislatures,  (among  others  the  very 
Siafeon  which  the  gentleman  Iroai  Pennsylvania 
relies  for  support,)  sent  forward  reaoluiiqas  pledg- 
ing their  lives,  ibeir  fortunes,  and  their  sacred 
honor,  in  support  of  any  measures  you  might  lake 
ii>  vindication  o[  your  injured  rights.  Well,  sir, 
what  have  you  done?  You  have  had  resolutions 
laid  upon  your  table,  gone  to  some  expense  of 
priming  and  stationery — mere  pen,  ink,  and  paper, 
ibai'kall.  Like  true  political  quacks,  you  deal 
only  in  handbills  and  oostrumi.  Sir,  1  blush  to 
see  the  record  of  our  proceedings;  they  resemble 
nothing  but  itte  Bdveriisemenis  of  patent  medi- 
eiaes.  Here  you  have  "the  worm- destroying 
lozenges,"  there  "Church's  cough 'drop*;"  ana, 
to  crown  the  whole, '-  Sloan's  vegetable  specific," 
an  infallible  remedy  for  all  nervous  disorders  and 
vertigoes  of  biain-sick  politicians ;  each  man  ear- 
nestly adjuring  yon  to  give  bis  medicine  only  a 
fair  trial.  If,  indeed,  these  wonder- working  noi- 
trumr  could  perforin  but  one-half  of  what  they 
promise,  there  is  little  daogec  of  our  dying  a  po- 
litical death,  at  this  lime  at  least.  But,  sir,  in 
pull  tics  as  io  phvsics,  the  doctor  i&  ofttimea  the 
most  dangerous  disease )  and  this  I  take  to  be  our 
Que  at  pr^ent. 


But,  fir,  why  do  I  tnlk  of  Spain  T  There  are 
)  looeer  Pyrenees.  There  exists  no  FUch  BaitOQ, 
)  such  being  aa  a  Spanitih  King,  or  Minirtter.  It 
a  mere  juggle,  played  off  fur  the  benefit  of  those 
wbo  put  the  mechaBiHOi  iota  tnolion.  You  know, 
lir.  that  you  have  nodi&renccs  with  Spain;  Ibsl 
ihe  is  the  passive  tool  of  a  superior  Power.  U» 
whom,  at  this  moment,  you  arv  oroacbiiig.  Are 
your  •liffereoees,  indeed,  with  Spain}  And  where 
are  you  going  to  send  your  political  panacea, 
reaolutions.  aod  handbills  exoepted,  your  sole  ar- 
csnum  of  OovernrBeQl,  your  king  cure  all?  To 
Madrid?  No — you  are  not  such  quacks  as  not 
to  know  where  the  shoe  pinches— to  Peris.  You. 
know,  at  least,  where  ib«  ditease  lies,  and  there 
j'OU  apply  your  remedy.  When  the  nation  anx- 
iously demands  the  result  of  your  deliberatioas, 
you  hang  your  head  and  blush  to  teH.  Tun  are 
afraid  loiell.  Your  mouth  is  hermetically  sealed. 
Your  hooor  has  received  a  wound  which  niut 
not  take  air.  Qeailemen  dare  not  come  forward 
aod  avow  their  work,  much  leas  defend  ii  in  tbe 
presence  of  the  nation.  Qive  them  all  they  B>k, 
ihat  Spain  exists — and  what  then?  After  shiiok- 
isg  from  the  B  pan  ish  jar  kail,  do  you  presume  M 
billy  the  British  lion?  But  here  the  secret  eoinea 
out  Britain  ia  your  rival  io  trade,  and  governed 
■a  yon  are  by  counting-house  politicians,  yoa 
would  aacrifiee  the  paramount  interests  of  the 
country,  to  wound  thai  rival.  For  Spain  ^m1 
France  you  are  carriefs,  and  from  good  cuatoob^  - 
en  every  indignity  is  to  be  endareiL  And  what 
is  the  nature  of  this  trade?  Is  it  tbal  carrying 
trade  which  sends  abroad  the  flonr,  lohaeco,  eoi- 
toii,  beef,  pork,  fish,  and  lumber  of  this  couotry, 
and  brings  back  in  return  foreiga  acticle*  ncoee- 
sary  for  our  existence  or  aomrari  %  No,  sir,  it  is 
a  trade  carried  on — Uie  Lord  knows  where,  or  by 
whom  ;  now  doubliog  Cape  Horn,  new  the  Cape 
of  Qood  Hope.    I  do  not  say  that  there  is  no 

Ejfii  ia  it — toritwoald  not  then  be  porsued — 
t  It  is  >  trade  that  tends  to  Hsaimilate  onr  man- 
oers  and  Qoveroment  to  those  of  the  most  cor-, 
nipt  ooiintries  of  Europe.  Yes,  sir,  and  when  » 
question  of  -^at  national  magnitude  preseoM 
itself  to  you,  it  causes  those  who  new  prate  about- 
national  boaoi  and  spirit  to  poeket  any  insult;  to 
consider  it  aa  a  mere  matter  of  debit  and  credit} 
a  business  of  profit  and  lota, and  notltiDg  else. 

The  first  thing  that  struck  my  mind,  when  ihia 
resolution  was  laid  on  the  table,  was  Msde cJeneo- 
ttrri  A  qoestioQ  always  put  to  u«  at  schooK 
Whence  comes  it?  Is  this  only  the  putative  fi^ 
ther  of  the  bantling  he  ia  taxed  to  maintain,  ot^ 
indeed^  the  actual  parent,  the  real  progenitor  of  ' 
the  child  1  Or,  is  it  the  production  of  tbe  Cabi- 
nei  ?  But,  I  knew  you  had  no  Cabinet,  no  sya* 
leip.  I  had  seen  despatches  telsting  to  vital  men^ 
sures  laid  before  you  tbe  day  after  vour  final  de- 
cisioD  on  those  meesurea,  four  weeks  afner  they 
were  received  j  not  only  their  contents,  but  their 
very  existence,  all  that  time  unsuspected  and  un- 
known to  men  whom  the  people  fondly  believe 
aasisl  with  their  wisdom  and  experience  at  every 
impoTiaat  deliberation.  Do  you  believe  that  ibia 
:sya(em,orratber  tliiaBO7ayst0m,'will  dol    lam. 
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ftee  to  anawer  ji  will  nut,  it  cannot  List.  I  am  atit 
M>  afraid  of  the  fair.  oppB,  Coiittituiional.  rpFpun- 
sjbl*  iodavwe  of  Gotci nmeni^  but  I  shrink  ioiu- 
jtively  frooi  ibis  lefi-baoil«d,  invisible,  irfcspgnai- 
bfv  ia&iuaiie,  wliicb  deSes  ibe  tounh,  but  pervaden 
and  dtcidcs  everything.  I^el  the  EiecuIiTaconie 
forwsfd  to  tbe  Le){i»latuie ;  let  us  u*  white  *f 
ftel  It.  If  we  oaooot  rt\y  oa  iinwisdora,  iaiiaDy 
diiiparaf«ment  lo  the  geadewan  from  Peansylva- 
Dja  (osay  thai  I  eaanotrety  upuD  html  Nu.hIt. 
be  hu  mjsiakea  bis  lalp ni.  He  u  not  the  Fali- 
iHUua  on  whose  sl(ill  the  oalioi),  at  tbis  iryiojc 
qiomeiU,  can  repose  their  confidence.  I  will  have 
nptbiog  lo  do  with  his  p*p^r  mucji  1pm  will  I 
eikdorsci  it,  aod  niabe  myM^lf  roponaible  for  its 
goodness.  I  wilt  noipgt  DjjLoame  toil.'  lassert 
that  there  is  DO  Cabinet,  DO  system,  DO .jt]aa;th»t 
wbiab  I  Iwlieva  in  one  place,  I  chall  aever  besi- 
tau  to  say  in  another.  This  is  do  tine,  do  place, 
for  iqisciDg  oui  steps.  The  people  hav«  a  Tight 
la  kopw)  ib«y  uball  koow  the  slate  of  ibeir  af- 
ftwis;  at  least,  a^  f^j  as  I  an  at  litMriylocomniu- 
nicaie  ibeoi.  1  speali  fiom  personal  knowledge. 
Tea  dtiys  ago  there  bad  been  an  cootultatiop ; 
there  exist«(l  no  optnion  in  your  Kxecuiive  de- 
partment ;  at  trnst,  npne  thai  was  aroused.  On 
the  eonlrary,  there  was  an  express  disavowal  of 
apy  opiaiofl  whatsoever,  on  the  great  subject  be- 
fore  you ;  aiid  i  have  good  reaoOD  for  saying  thai 
iKwe  tia»  beep,  formed  since.  Svute  tuae  ago,  a 
book  w«fl  laid  oa  out  tablaa,  which,  like  suna 
o|her  banilinga,  did  itoLbvi  the  ixuoe  of  iia  fs- 
iher.  Here  I  was  taught  to  eipeet  )l  solution  of 
ajl  ilM)Un«a  end  to  alt  otir  difficullies.  If,  air,  1 
ifere  tbe  fi>e — ^  I  trust  I  an  ih^  Griend  of  this 
n^iion— I  would  eiclain,  ''  Oh,  ilwt  nine  eoeoiy, 
imwU  wcite  a  buokl"  At  the  very  oiusei,  ia  the 
very  first  page,  J  beliere,  there  isa  campieieaban- 
dooneut  of  the  principle  in  dispQte.  Has  any 
gpfltlemaa  got  the  ^otk  7  [It  was  handed  by.  one 
of  ib^  iiwmbets.]  The  Srsi  poMtion  taken  is  tbe 
brofld  principle  of  the  uaiimitedfreedon. of  trade 
belWNu  oatioas  at  peace,  which  the  writer  endea- 
vors to. extend  to  the  tradq  between  a  neuttal  a^d 
a  belligerent  Power,  aeconipaQifd,  bvwerei,  by 
tliis  aeknewledgneul:  "Bat,  instmuch  aa  the 
'tr«de  of  a  neuiral  with  a  belligerent  nation. 
'  ni^t,  in  certain  special  eoaea,  ibct  the  safety 
'  ef  lis  aotagooisi,  usage,  founded  on  tbe  principle 
'  of  qccessiiya  lus  admitied  a  few  exceptions  to- 
'  the  general  rule."  Whence  comes  the  doclrtae 
of  contraband,  blockade,  and  enemy's  properly  7 
Now,  sir,  for  what  does  that  celebrated  pamphlet, 
"  War  iit  Di^oise"— which  is  said  to  have  been 
WtiLteq  under  the  eye  of  the  British  Prijoe  Min- 
isWi — eoBiend,  but  ibis    ''principle    of  atevtr 


a  reason  for  doi  referring  lo  the  authority  of  the 
ancieais,  "  that  the  greit  change  which  baa  taken 
'  place  in  the  state  of  manners,  in  the  maxins  of 
'  war,  and  in  the  course  of  comioerce,  make  it 
'  pretty  ceruin"  (what  degree  of  cerlsiniy  is  this?) 
"that  either  nothing  will  be  f 'uod  relating  to  the 
'  weatiop,  oi  wntiuug  su^ieatly  applicabM  utde- 


servt  stIeniiOD  indecidiBg  it."  Here,  sir,  is  an 
poliigy  or  tbe  writer  for  not  disclosing  tbe  whole 
extent  of  his  learntag,  (which  might  have  over- 
wh«lnied  the  reader,)  is  the  adniNsion  that  a. 
change  of  circumsiances,  ("in  the  course  ofcon- 
merce,'')  has  made  (and.  tberefute,  wilt  sow  jus- 
tify) a  tuial  change  of  (he  law  of  nations.  What 
more  could  tbe  most  inveteraie  advocate  of  Eng- 
pslioo  densnil?  What  eli>e  cun  thejr 
require  lu  esiablinb  all,  and  even  more  than  they 
coittend  for  1  Sir,  the^e  is  a  olass  of  otcd— we 
kpow  them  very  well — who,  if  you  only  permit 
them  to  lay  tbe  foujidaiiun,  wiU  bttild  you  up.  step 
by  &tep,  and  brick  by  brick,  very  neat  and  show^ , 
il  Dot  tenable  orguraeots.  To  detect  iherai  it  u 
only  neeas^acy  to  watch  their  premises,  where 
ill  often  find  the  point  al  issue  surrendered, 


Again:  Ik  the  morv  Ji'&enmaDywbereaaseried 
in  this  book,  that  free  sbipa  make  Ireftgoods?  No, 
sir;  the  right  of  sea/ch  is  ackcQwledged ;  liiat 
rnemy's  property  is  lawful  prize,  is  sealed  and  de- 
livered- And,  after  abaodunine  these  princitilet, 
whallieoomes  of  the  dociriae  that  a  mere  shiftiag 
of  the  goods  from  one  ship  to  another,  the  touch- 
ing at  aaothei  ^rI„cbsDK<s  the  properly?  Sir, 
i;i*B  up  ibis  principle,  apu  thefe  is  an  end  of  the 
question.  You  Itc  at  the  mercy  of  the  conscienoa 
of  a  Court  of  Admiralty.  Is  Spanish  sugar,  at 
French  coffee,  niade  Americau  properly,  by  iba 
mere  t^ngeof  tbe  cargo,  or  even  by  the  latidiog 
and  pBymeni  of  tbe  dutiesi  Does  litis  operatio* 
efliict  a  change  of  properly'!  And  when  those 
duiies  are  drawn  beiek,  and  the  sugar  sod  coffee 
reexported,  are  they  not  (as  enemy's  property) 
liable  to  seixure  upon  the  principles  of  tbe  "  £x-< 
aminalion  of  the  British  doctrine,"  &c1  And,  ia 
there  not  tbe  best  reawn  to  beliqee,  that  ibis  ope- 
raiioD  )•  performed,  in  many,  if  not  in  most  case^ 
lagivanuulrtil  aspect  and  color  to  lh<LB>etabaa- 
dise? 

I  am  pr#pere4,  iir,  lo  be  represented  ts  willing 
to  (ur/eodet  importaqi  nghts  of  this  najion  to  a, 
foreicn  Goteruraenl.  I  have  t>eea  told  tbal  this 
s(»iimeBt  is  alieady  whispered  in  the  dark,  by 
time-serverB  and  sycophsnis.  But,  if  your  Clerk 
dnred  lo  print  then,  1  would  ap|>eBl  to  your  Jour- 
nals. I  would  call  fur  the  reading  of  4heo^  but. 
tUot  I  kiww  ihey  are  not  for  profane  eyes  to  look 
u^o.  I  confers  that  I  am  mora  ready  to  surrenr 
der  to  a  naval  Power  a  square  league  of  ocean, 
than  to  a  terriLorial  one,  a  square  inch  of  land 
within  our  liinits ;  and  I  am  ready  to  meet  the 
friends  of  the  resolution,  on  this  ground  at  any 
tima. 

Let  them  take  off  the  tDJunction  of  seorecy. 
They  dare  Dot.  They  are  aKbaroed  and  afraid  U> 
do  it.  They  may  give  winks  and  nodi,  and  pre- 
tepd  to  be  viBo,  but  they  dare  dqi  come  out  and 
tell  the  naiiop  .what  they  have  duoe.  Oentlemen 
may  lake  notes  if  tbey  please,  bui  I  will  never, 
fium  any  notivoshurt  of  kelC-dcfe nee, enter  upon 
war.  I  will  never  be  inMrumentnl  to  the  ambi- 
tious schemes  of  Bonaparte,  nor  pui  into  bin 
band*  what  will  enable  bin  to  wield  the  world, 
and  QBi  ibe  veiy  jdinuple  ibat  1  whbtA  saooes«  to. 
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the  Frnch  arms  in  1793.    And  wherefore  7  Be- 
cause the  case  is  chang'ed.    Great  Bi 
nevti  agaiD  see  the  year  1760.    Her 
inBueDce  is  cone  forerer.    Let  who  win  oe  ap- 

rermoat  dd  the  continent  of  Europe,  she  musi 
nd  more  than  a  connterpoise  for  an  strength. 
Her  race  it  run.  She  can  only  be  formidable  m 
a  maritime  Power;  and,  even  bs  saeh,  perhaps 
not  long.  Are  yoxx  going  to  juatify  the  acts  of 
the  last  Administration,  for  which  they  hare  been 
deprived  of  tbe  OoTeroment  at  our  instance? 
Are  you  going  back  to  the  ground  of  1798-'9 1  I 
ask  any  man  who  now  adTocatet  a  rupture  with 
EngUnd  to  assign  a  single  reason  for  hii  opinion, 
that  would  not  have  justified  a  French  war  in 
1798  7  If  injury  and  insult  abroad  would  have 
justified  it,  we  bed  them  in  abundance  then.  But 
what  did  the  Republicaos  say  ai  that  day  1  That, 
under  the  cover  of  a  war  with  France,  the'  Exec- 
utive won  Id  be  armed  with  a  patronage  and  po' 
er  which  might  enable  it  to  master  our  liberties. 
Tfaey  deprecate^  foreign  war  and  naries,  and 
atanding  armies,  and  loans,  and  taxes.  The  de- 
lirium paued  away — the  good  sense  or  the  peo- 
ple triumphed,  and  our  differences  were  accoi 
modated  without  a  war.  And  what  is  there 
the  situation  of  England  that  invites  to  war  with 
bet?  It  is  tnie  she  does  not  deal  so  largely  in  per- 
feetabiliiy,  but  she  supplies  you  with  a  much 
msre  useful  comraoditv — with  coarse  woollens. 
With  lees  profession  inoeed  she  occnpiea  the  place 
of  France  in  1793.  She  is  the  sole  bulwark  of 
the  human  race  against  universal  damiuion ;  no 
tbanka  to  her  for  it.  In  protecting  her  own  exist- 
ence, she  insures  theirs.  I  care  not  Who  stands  in 
this  siiuation,  whether  England  or  Bonaparte.  I 
metice  the  doctrines  now  that  I  professed  in 
1796.  Gkntlemen  may  hunt  up  the  journals  if 
they  please;  I  voted  against  all  such  projects  un- 
der the  Administration  of  John  Adams,  and  I 
will  continue  to  do  so  under  that  of  Thanias  Jef- 
ferson. Are  von  not  contented  with  being  free 
and  happy  at  home?  Or  will  you  surrender  these 
blessings  that  your  merchants  may  tread  on  Turk- 
ish and  Persian  carpels,  and  burn,  the  perfumes  of 
the  East  in  their  vaulted  rooms.  Gentlemen  say 
it  is  but  an  annual  million  lost,  and  even  if  it 
were  five  times  that  amount,  what  is  it  compared 
with  your  neutral  riffhtsT  Sir.  let  me  tell  them  a 
hundred  millions  will  be  but  a  drop  in  the  bucket, 
if  once  they  launch  without  rudder  or  compass 
into  this  ocean  of  foreign  warfare.  Whom  do 
they  want  to  attack?  England.  They  hope  it 
is  a  papular  thing,  and  talk  about  Buoker'a  Hill, 
and  the  gallant  Teals  of  our  Revolution.  But  it 
Bunker's  Hill  to  be  the  theatre  of  war?  No,  sir, 
you  have  selected  the  ocean,  and  the  object  of  al- 
uck  is  that  very  navy  which  prevented  the  com- 
bined fleets  of  France  and  Spain  from  levying 
conlribuiihn  upon  you  in  your  own  seas;  that 
very  navy  which,  in  the  famous  war  of  1796, 
atood  between  you  and  danger.  Whilst  tbe  fleets 
of  the  enemy  were  pent  op  in  Toulon,  or  pin- 
ioned in  Brest,  we  performed  wonders  to  be  sure; 
bvt,  sir,  if  England  had  drawn  off,  France  would 
have  told  you  quite  a  difiereni  tale.    Y«n  would 


have  struck  no  medals.  This  is  not  the  sort  of 
conflict  thai  you  are  to  count  upon,  if  you  go  to 
war  with  Great  Britain.  Quern  Dem  miit  perdat 
priut  dementat.  And  are  yon  mad  enough  to 
take  np  the  cudgels  that  have  been  struck  from 
the  nerveless  hands  of  the  three  great  maritime 
Powers  of  Europe?  Shall  the  planter mortga^ 
bis  Utile  crop,  and  jeopardize  the  Constitution  in 
support  of  commercial  monopoly,  in  the  vain 
hope  of  satisfying  tbe  insatia)>te  greedineaa  of 
trade?  Administer  the  Constttation  upon  it* 
own  principles:  for  the  general  welfare,  and  not 
for  the  benefit  of  any  particular  Mass  of  men. 
Do  you  meditate  war  for  the  possession  of  BatoK 
Rouge  or  Mobile,  places  which  your  own  laws 
declare  to  be  within  your  limits?  Is  it  even  for 
the  fair  trade  that  exchanges  your  surplus  pn»- 
ducls  for  such  foreign  articles  as  you  require? 
No,  sir,  it  is  for  a  circuitous  trade — an  ignis  fata- 
us.  And  against  whom?  A  nation  from  whom 
you  have  anything  to  fear? — I  speak  a*  to  oui 
liberties.  No.  sir,  with  a  nation  fnm  whom  you 
have  nothing,  or  next  to  nothing,  to  fear;  lo  tin 
aggrandizement  of  one  against  which  you  haw 
everything  to  diead.  I  look  to  tbeir  ability  and 
interest,  not  to  their  disposition.  When  you  rely 
on  that  the  ease  is  desperate.  Is  it  to  be  infenetl 
from  all  this  that  I  would  yield  to  Great  Britain  t 
No.  I  wonid  act  towards  her  now,  ai  I  was  dis- 
posed to  do  towards  France,  in  179&-'9;  treat 
with  her,  and  for  the  same  reason,  on  the  same 
principles.  Do  I  say  I  would  treat  with  b«rt 
At  thii  moment  yon  have  a  negotiation  pendinjg 
with  her  Government.  With  her  you  have  not 
tried  negotiation  and  failed,  totally  failed,  as  yon 
have  done  with  Spain,  or  rather  France;  and 
wherefore,  under  such  cireumsiancea,  this  hostil* 
spirit  to  the  one,  and  this — 1  will  not  say  what — 
to  the  other? 

But  a  gveat  deal  it  said  about  the  laws  of  na- 
tions. What  is  national  law  but  national  power 
ffuidedby  national  interest?  You  yotirtelves  ««• 
knowledge  and  practice  uponthii  principle  when 
you  can,  or  where  yon  dare — with  the  ludiaa 
tribes  for  instance.  1  might  give  anolber  and 
more  forcible  illuttiaiion.  Will  the  learned  tuio- 
ber  of  yonr  libraries  add  a  ship  to  your  fleet,  or  a 
shilling  to  yoar  revenue?  Will  it  pay  or  main- 
uin  a  single  soldier  ?  And  will  you  preach  and 
prate  of  violations  of  vour  neutral  rights,  wfaea 
you  tamely  and  meanly  submit  to  the  violatioa 
of  your  territory  1  Will  yon  collar  the  stealer 
of  your  sheep,  and  let  him  escape  ihat  has  inva- 
ded tbe  repose  of  your  fireside — has  insulted  your 
wife  and  children  under  your  own  roof?  Thia  ia 
the  heroism  of  truck  and  traffic— the  public  spirit 
of  sordid  avarice.  Great  Britain  viiriales  your 
flag  on  the  high  seas.  What  is  her  situation  1 
Contendiug,  not  for  the  dismantling  of  Dunkirk 
for  Quebec,  or  Pondicherry,  but  for  London  Bad 
Westminster — for  life.  Her  enemy  violating  at 
will  the  territories  of  other  nations,  acquiring 
thereby  a  colossal  power  that  threatens  the  very 
existence  of  her  rival.  Bat  she  has  one  vulnera- 
ble point  to  the  arms  of  ber  adversary,  which  she 
covar*  with  tht  enHgoi  of  neotiality;  shedrawi 
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the  neairtl  Sag  over  the  heel  of  Achillti.  And 
can  jrou  itk  ;hal  adTeriary  to  reipecl  it  at  the  ex- 
pense of  her  eiialeace?  and  in  taroi  of  whom? 
Ad  encmr  thai  respecit  no  neutral  territory  of 
Europe,  and  not  even  your  own.  I  repeat  that 
the  ininlli  of  Spain  towards  this  nation  have 
been  at  ibe  inaiigaiion  of  France;  that  there  ia 
no  longer  any  Spain.  Well,  sir,  becaiue  the 
French  Oovernment  doei  not  pot  this 


abut  your  own  eyes,  and  to  blind  thoae  of  other 
people,  yon  go  into  conclave,  ami  slink  oat  again 
andsay,  ^BKreatafiair  of  State!"— C««rttn«£Ti»Kfe 
t^airt  dEtatI  It  seanu  that  your  aen*ibi;Uty  is 
entirely  confined  to  the  exttetoities.  You  may 
be  pulled  by  the  now  and  ears,  and  nerer  feel  it, 
but  let  your  tirong-box  be  attacked,  and  you  are 
all  nerfe— « I*et  as  go  to  war  1"  Sir,  it  they 
called  upon  me  only  iat  tor  little  ptcuHma  to 
carry  it  on,  perbape  I  mieht  give  it;  but  my 
rights  and  libertiei  are  involred  in  the  grant,  and 
1  will  oerer  surrender  ibem  while  I  nave  life. 
The  gentleman  from  Mauaehnsctii  (Mr.  Cho4n- 
iMBHiBLo)  is  for  sponging  the  debt.  I  can  never 
consent  to  ii ;  I  will  never  bring  the  ways  and 
means  of  fraudulent  bankruptcy  into  yoar  com- 
mittee of  supply.  ConG*c«iioit  and  swindling 
ahall  never  be  found  among  my  estimalea  to  meet 
the  curteut  expenditure  <m  peace  or  war.  No, 
air,  I  have  said  with  the  doon  closed,  an^  I  say 
so  when  Ibe  doors  are  open,  "pay  the  public 
debt;"  get  rid  of  that  dead  weight  npon  your 
QorernineDl — that  cramp  npon  all  your  meas- 
nres — and  then  you  may  put  tbe  world  at  de&- 
anee.  Bo  long  as  it  hangs  upon  you,  yon  must 
have  revenue,  and  to  hare  revenue  you  must  hare 
commerce — commerce,  peace.  And  shall  these 
oefarioas  schemes  be  advised  for  lightening  the 
public  burden*;  will  yoo  resort  to  these  low  and 
pitiful  shifts  j  dare  even  to  mention  these  dish<»- 
cat  artificea  to  eke  out  yoar  expenses,  when  the 
public  treasure  i«  lavished  on  Turks  and  infideU, 
on  singing  boys  and  dancing  giria,  to  furnish  tbe 
means  of^beastiatiiy  to  an  Afnean  barbarian  1 

Gentleraen  aay  that  Qreat  Briuin  will  count 
npon  our  divisions.  How  7  What  doe*  she  know 
of  them?  Can  they  ever  expect  greater  nna- 
nirotty  than  prevailed  at  the  last  Presidential  elec- 
tion 1  No,  air.  it  is  the  gentleman's  own  oon- 
acienee  that  squeaks.  But  if  she  cannot  calculate 
npon  yoar  divisions,  at  least  sbemav  reckon  upon 
your  pasillanimity.  She  may  well  despise  the 
Toaentment  that  cannot  be  excited  to  honorable 
baule  on  its  own  ground:  the  mete  effnaion  of 
WMtean tile  cupidity.  Qenilemen  talk  of  repealling 
the  British  Treaty.  The  gentleman  from  Penn- 
sylvania should  have  thought  of  that,  before  be 
Toted  to  carry  it  into  effect  And  what  is  all  this 
for?  A  point  which  Qreat  Briuin  will  not  aban- 
don to  Russia,  you  expect  her  to  yield  to  you — 
Russia !  isdisputablv  the  second  Power  of  Conti- 
nental Europe;  witb  not  less  than  half  a  million 
of  hardy  troops;  with  sixty  uU-of-the-line,  thirty 
miUjons  of  subjects,  and  a  territory  more  exten- 
ave  crcn  ibaa  oui  own— Russia,  sir,  the  atore- 


bonae  of  the  British  Navy,  wbom  it  is  not  more 
ibe  policy  and  the  interest  than  the  sentiment  of 
ihat  OoTernroent  to  soothe  and  to  conciliate — her 
sole  hope  of  a  diversion  on  the  coniineni.  and  her 
only  efficient  ally.  What  this  formidable  Power 
cannot  obtain  with  fleets  and  armies,  you  will 
command  by  writ— with  poihooka  aad  haogers. 
I  am  for  no  such  policy.  True  honor  is  always 
the  same.  Before  you  enter  into  a  contest,  public 
private,  be  sure  you  have  fortitude  enough  t< 


tbe  respect  in  which  France  holds  neutral  rights 
on  land ;  observe  her  conduct  in  regard  to  the 
Franconiaa  estates  of  the  King  of  Prussia.  I  say 
nothing  of  the  petty  Powers — of  the  Elector  of 
Baden,  or  of  the  Swiss — I  spea^  of  a  first  rale 
Monarchy  of  Europe,  and  at  a  moment,  too,  when 
its  neutrality  was  the  object  of  all  other*  nearest 
to  the  heart  of  the  French  Emperor.  If  you 
make  him  monarch  of  the  ocean,  you  may  bid 
adieu  to  it  forever.  You  may  lake  your  leave, 
sir,  ctf  navigatioa — even  of  the  MississippL  What 
is  the  situation  of  New  Orleans  if  attacked  lo- 
ntorrow?  Filled  wkh  a  disconienled  and  repin^ 
ing  people,  whose  language,  mannen,  and  reli- 

Sion,  all  incline  them  lo  the  invadei — a  dissatis- 
ed  peo^c,  who  despise  the  miserable  Gkjvernor 
you  nave  set  over  them — whose  honest  prejudice* 
and  basest  passions  alike  take  part  agaiaat  you.  I 
draw  my  information  from  no  dubious  source  ;  but 
from  a  native  American,  an  enlightened  member 
of  that  odious  and  imbecile  Government.  Yoa 
have  official  information  ihat  the  town  and  its 
dependencies  are  utterly  defenceless  and  untena- 
ble. A  firm  belief  that  (apprized  of  this)  Qor- 
ernmeni  would  do  something  to  put  the  place  in 
a  slate  of  security,  aloue  has  kept  the  American 
portion  of  that  community  quiet.  You  liave  held 
that  post,  you  now  hold  it,  by  the  tenure  of  the 
naval  prsdominance  of  England,  and  yet  yon  arc 
for  a  British  naval  war. 

There  are  now  bat  two  great  commercial  na- 
tions—Oreat  Briuin  is  one,  and  the  United  Sttiae 
the  other.  When  yoa  consider  the  many  poinU 
of  contact  between  our  interests,  you  may  ha  sni- 
priacd  that  ihare  has  been  *o  littla  collision.  Sir, 
'-  the  other  belligerent  nations  of  Sar^M  your 


navigation  is  a  convenience,  I  might  say,  a  neces- 
sary. If  you  do  not  carry  for  toem  they  must 
starve,  at  leastfor  the  luxuries  of  life,  which  oU' 
tom  ha*  rendered  almost  indispensable;  and  if  yon 
caiuot  act  with  soma  degree  of  spirit  towards 
those  who  are  dependent  upon  yon  a*  carriers,  d« 
yon  reckon  to  browbeat  a  jealous  rival,  who,  the 
moment  ahc  lata  slip  the  iogt  of  war,  sweep*  yon 
at  a  blow  from  lb*  ocean  And  ciu  bono?  for 
whose  benefit  1  The  planter  1  Nothing  like  ib 
The  fair,  honest,  real  American  merchant  1  Nc^ 
sir,  &r  renegadoes;  to-day  American,  to-morrow, 
Dane*.  Oo  to  war  when  you  will,  the  property, 
now  covered  by  the  American,  will  then  pass 
under  the  Danish,  or  some  other  neutral  nag. 
Gentlemen  say  that  one  English  ship  is  worih 
three  of  ours ;  we  shall  therefore  have  the  advan- 
tage in  privateering.    Did  they  ever  know  a  na- 
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linn  lo  gM  rich  hy  firivaieeriii);?  This  is  slnlT, 
sir,  for  tbe  nvnerjr.  ReraeiDber  ihai  your  pro- 
ducts tf^  bulky,  M  has  been  alaled  ;  ihat  tbey  re- 
quire a  TBst  (unaajfe  to  iratii>)>ort  them  abroail, 
and  Ihat  but  twu  nations  iioaseM  that  lonna^e. 
Take  ihwe  carriers  out  of  llie  tnarHet,  What  is 
the  rMulc?  The  manuraciur«BOl'Kn[rlind,  wbich 
(to  U«e  a  finiabinf  touch  uf  the  geotlemen'a  rhet- 
oric) hare  received  the  BD<l>hing  airoke  of  art, 
lie  in  a  small  comparradre  eoniptiM.  The  neu- 
tral trade  can  carry  thfua.  Your  |>rDdDce  rota  rn 
tbe  tvarebouse.  Yoo  go  (o  Etrstaiia  ur  St.  Tho- 
uu  atid  gcr  a  itripcd  blanket  fur  B  joe,  if  yon  eati 
niM  one.  Double  freight,  charges,  and  cornmia- 
aion.  Who  receJTes  tbe  pruSil  Tbe  t»m«T. 
Who  pays  it?  Tbe  consumer.  All  your  prodnee 
that  find^  tia  way  to  England,  most  bear  the  same 
•ceamalated  ehaffrea — with  ihJs  difference,  that 
rAr-ntihebunlenftillson  thefaotne  price.  !  appeal 
lo  the  experience  ol'  the  Ime  war,  tvhicb  ba^  been 
«o  often  cited.  What  then  Was  the  price  of  pro- 
dare,  ind  uf  broadclothT 

Bdi  you  are  told  England  will  not  make  war ; 
that  ibe  has  her  handr.  full.  Hullnnd  calculaied 
in  the  same  way  in  1781.  How  did  it  turn  out? 
You  stand  now  in  me  place  of  Holland,  then 
without  her  Nary,  and  unaided  by  the  preponder- 
■ting  fl-^ts  of  Prance'  and  Spain,  to  say  n.ilbing 
of  the  Baltic  Pbwehi.  Do  you  want  to  take  up 
Ihe  cadgeU  where  iheae  greit  maritinie  8tRTe:< 
hare  been  forced  to  drop  them  ?  10  meet  Qreai 
Britain  on  the  ocean,  and  dnre  her  off  its  face  1 
If  you  are  so  far  gone  as  this,  every  capital  tir^as- 
nreofyouT  policy  has  hitherto  been  wrong.  You 
should  ha*e  nurtured  ilie  old,  and  deviised  new 

BnenH of  latatiun, and  hare cheriabedvonr  nary, 
egin  this  business  when  you  may,  Uod-iazeH, 
iiaron-aeis,  wiodow-taieo.  beanh-money,  ezeise, 
in  all  its  Tnudificatians  of  vexation  and  opr<res- 
SiOQ,  initsi  precede  or  follow  after.  Bot,  bir,  as 
Prettch  is  the  faahion  of  the  djy,  I  tuny  tue  asked 
for  mjr  pniet.  1  can  readity  tell  genilemeo  what 
I  Witt  out  do.  I  will  not  nVopitiale  any  fureign 
nation  with  moner.  I  will  not  lauoen  into  a 
DKTal  war  With  Great  B'tiain,  altbou^h  I  am 
ready  to  meet  her  at  the  Cowpena  or  on  Bunker's 
Hill — and  for  this  pkin  leaMn,  we  are  a  great 
land  auima),  and  our  busineu  it  on  shore.  I 
■will  send  her  money,  sir,  on  do  preieil  whmteTVr. 
mueb  lesa  on  pretence  of  boying  Ltbradur,  or 
Botany  Bay,  when  ray  r*sl  o  jeel  was  lo  secure 
Kmits,  which  she  formally  aeknowledred  at  the 
peace  of  1783.  1  go  further:  I  would  (if  any- 
ifaiDg)  have  hid  an  embargo.  This  would  hate 
px  our  own  prupeny  home,  and  our  adversary's 
into  our  power.  If  there  is  any  wisdom  Mi 
among  us,  the  l!r«i  step  towards  hostility  wilt  al- 
ways be  an  embargo.  In  aix  moolbs  alt  your 
mercantile  megrims  would  ranish.  As  10  as,  al- 
though it  wuotd  ebi  deep,  we  can  stand  it.  With- 
out SQcb  «  precaution,  go  tu  war  when  you  will, 
you  go  to  the  wall.  As  to  debts,  strike  the  bal- 
ance ta-morrow,  and  England  is  I  belien  in  our 
debt. 

I  hope,  sir,  lo  be  exeused  for  proceeding  in  this 
dcnulttuy  eoaise.  lAattermyaelf  1  (ball  not  hare  | 


occasion  acain  to  trouble  yo'ir.  1  know  bol  that  1 
Khali  be  able,  certainly  not  wilting,  unlesa  pr6- 
rolled  in  selT'defence.  I  ask  yonr  attention  to 
■he  character  of  Ihe  inhabitants  of  that  Southern 
country,  on  whom  geoiieitieo  rely  for  support  of 
Iheir  measure.  Who  and  what  tire  they?  A  sim- 
ple, agricultural  people,  accnatumed  to  travel  in 
peace  to  market  with  tbe  produce  of  their  labor. 
Who  lakes  it  from  us?  Atiotbrr  people,  deroted 
lo  manuhctures— our  sole  source  of  supply.  I 
hare  seen  some  aiuff  jo  the  newspapers  aboat 
manufactures  in  Saxony, and  aboni  a  man  who  ia 
no  longer  tbe  chief  of  a  dominant  faction.  Tbe 
greatest  man  whom  I  erer  knew — the  immorial 
aothor  of  the  Utters  of  Curtius— has  retnarked 
the  proBene»s  of  cunning  people  10  wrap  op  and 
disguise  in  w^l-seleCied  phrases  doctrines  too  d«- 
fbrlned  and  detestable  to  bear  ezpo.^ore  in  naked 
words;  by  a  iudlcoua  choice  of  epiilieis  to  draw 
the  aitenftin  from  the  lurking  principle  beneaifa, 
and  perpetuate  delusion.  But  a  Kiile  while  ago, 
end  any  man  might  have  been  proud  lo  hare  been 
considered  as  the  bead  of  the  Republican  party, 
now,  it  seems,  it  is  rpproachftil  10  be  deemcKl  ih« 
chief  of  a  dutnioant  Taciiun.  Nfark  Ihe  magic  of 
words.  Hrad — Mef.  Republican  party — doffij- 
Ront /action.  But  as  to  these  Ssxtm  nianulae- 
turen.  What  became  of  tlieir  Dresden  china? 
Why  the  Prussian  bayonets  have  broken  all  the 
pots,  and  you  are  content  with  Worcestershire  or 
amfrordsbire  ware.  There  are  some  other  fine 
n.nnortctures  on  the  continent,  but  no  supply, 
except  perhaps  of  Irnen^,  the  article  tve  can  beat 
dispense  with.  A  few  individuals,  sir,  may  bare 
a  coat  of  Lourter's  doib,  or  a  serViee  ol  Sevres 
china;  but  there  is  too  little,  and  that  liitle  too 
dear,  10  Airnikh  the  nation.  You  must tl^pend  on 
theruV  iraJe  in  earnest,  and  wear  bU&lo  hides 
and  bear  shins. 

Can  any  mah  wfra  unde^tands  BarOpe  pretend 
10  say  that  a  particular  foreign  policy  is  now  right 
because  it  Would  hire  been  expedient  iweniy,  dt 
even  ten  years  ago,  without  sDaodoning  all  re- 
gard for  common  sense?  fiir,  it  Is  the  siatesmao'a 
province  10  be  guided  by  circurnsiances ;  to  anti- 
crfMfe.  to  foresee  ibem  ;  to  givelhem  a  course  and 
a  direction  ;  10  mould  Hietn  to  bis  purpose.  It  Is 
the  bu.tine*!  of  a  counfing-bouse  clerk  to  peer 
into  the  day  book  and  leger,  10  see  no'funber  than 
Ihe  spectacles  nn  bis  nose,  to  fe.  1  not  beyond  the 
pen  behind  his  ear;  to  chatter  in  coffi-e- houses, 
nud  be  the  oracle  of  clubs.  From  1703  to  179$, 
and  even  later,  (I  dont  stickle  for  dates.)  ti'raooa 
had  a  formidiible  marioe— so  had  Holland — so 
had  Spain.  The  itvu  first  possessed  of  thriving 
manufaciures  end  a  flourialiiag  commerce.  Great 
Britain,  tremblingly  alive  tu  her  tnsDuractDring 
interests  and  carrying  trade,  would  have  l^lt  to 
the  heart  any  measure  calculaied  10  faror  her 
rivals  in  these  purauits.  She  would  hare  yielded 
Then  to  her  fears  and  her  jealoQty  alone.  What 
is  the  case  now?  She  lays  an  export  duty  on  hft 
manulaciores.  and  there  ends  the  question.  If 
Georgia  shall  (from  whatever  cause)  so  com- 
pleiely  monopolize  the  culture  of  cotton  as  to  be 
aide  to  lay  aa  axpon  ifaiy  of  three  pet  ceai.  upon 
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it,beai()ei  UtiJDg  in  caltiTttora,  ia  erery  oih«r 
shap«.  that  haiuan  or  toreroai  in^enmiy  oao  de- 
vise, is  PeaDitrUania  likely  to  riral  her  bdiI  lake 
■way  ilie  trade? 

Bm,  air,  it  Eeenu  that  wt,  who  are  oppoMd  to 
thia  resolution,  are  ilien  of  no  netTe,  who  trem- 
bled in  (he  days  of  theBniifh  treaty — coward*  (1 
eemine)  in  tde  r^i^a  of  lerrorT  Is  this  (rue? 
unl  up  the  juuriraiii;  iel  our  actions  tell.  We 
nnnue  our  old  uDnhaken  coarse.  We  care  itot 
Tor  the  nations  of  Europe,  tfut  make  foreign  r«]a- 
lioDB  bend  lO  our  polilicalpriaciplCa  and  sabierre 
our  country'^  inlerm.  We  hare  no  wish  losee 
another  Act iom,  or  Pharsalia,  or  ihe  tiealenants 

Vhxt 
fbun,  fur  the  em[ 
eoinfoTt  lo  IIS  to  be  totil  thai 
eided  a  laste  for  luxurious  things  lo  meddle  wicb 
tis;  that  E^TP' ''  ^"  object,  or  the  eosHi  of  Bar- 
lury,  and,  at  the  worst,  we  ihati  be  ihe  last  de- 
voured. We  aK  enamored  with  neither  nation  ; 
we  wrmld  play  ihelr  own  game  Upon  them,  use 
them  for  our  intetextaod  confenlence.  Bui  with 
all  mr  abhorrence  of  Ihe  B^iti^^  Gurernment,  I 
Should  not  hestiate  between  Westminster  Hall 
and  a  Mirhllesez  jury,  on  the  one  band,  and  the 
wood  of  Tinceooea  and  a  die  of  grenadiers,  on 
the  other.  That  iury-Irial,  which  walked  with 
Borne  Tooke  and  Hardy  through  the  flames  of 
ininisierial  persecution  is,  I  conf<-ss,  more  to  my 
taste  than  the  trial  of  the  Duke  d'Bn^hein. 

Mr.  Chairman.  I  am  sensible  of  having  detained 
the  C^mrnkte*  longer  than  I  ought;  certainly 
ttiueh  longer  than  I  intended.  I  am  equally  sen- 
nMe  of  their  politeness,  and  not  less  so,  sir,  of 
your  patient  aiiention.  It  is  your  own  indulgence, 
air,  baiily  requited  indeed,  to  which  you  owe  this 
pefseemion.  I  might  offer  another  apology  for 
ttiew  DDdigesied,  desultory  remarks— my  never 
bat'iof  seen  the  Treasury  document.  (Tntit  1 
mine  into  the  House  mis  raorning  1  bad  been 
wretched  on  a  aick  hed.  But  when  I  behold  the 
sflbirs  of  this  nation  instead  of  being  where  I 
lioped,  and  the  people  belieTed,  they  were,  in  the 
bands  of  responsible  men,  cummiited  to  Tom, 
Diek.anil  Harry,  to  the  refine  of  the  retail  trade 
Vt  politics,  I  du  feet,  I  caabol  hc^p  fpriing,  the 
most  deep  and  mrinus  concern.  If  the  Bieeutire 
ffoTRnment  «>jald  step  furWard  and  say,  ''such 
Ta  oar  plan,  soch  is  our  opinion,  and  such  are  our 
Teasona  in  FUpport  of  it,"  I  would  meet  it  fairly. 
irould  openly  oppose,  or  pledge  myielf  to  support 
1l.  Bui,  wilhoai  compass  or  polar  star,  I  will  -  - 
launch  into  an  oeeao  of  uni^nlored  mea: 
which  Kiand  eoademaed  by  all  the  iDformati 
which  I  hate  access.  The  Consiiuuion  of  the 
Uniied  States  declares  it  to  be  the  province  and 
Ibe  dutf  of  the  President  "to  give  to  Congress, 
*  from  lime  lo  lime,  informaiioD  of  the  state  of 
'the  Dnioo,  and  recommend  to  their  considera- 
'  tion  such  measures  as  he  shall  judge  expedient 
'  and  oeces-tary  "  Has  he  done  it?  1  know,  sir, 
Ikai  we  may  say,  and  do  say,  thai  we  are  iade- 
peodenl.  ( would  ii  were  true  i)  as  free  to  give  a 
direcliun  t»  the  Executive  as  to  receive  it  from 
him.    But  do  what  you  will,  fareitn  relatioa^ 


every  measure  short  of  war,  and  even  the  course 
of  boslilities,  depends  upon  him.  He  stands  at 
ihe  helm,  and  must  guide  the  vessel  uf  State. 
You  give  hiiQ  money  lu  buy  Florida,  and  he  pur- 
chases Louiaiana.  Yon  may  furoish  means;  the 
application  of  ihose  means  reals  with  bim.  Let 
not  the  master  and  mate  go  below  when  the  ship 
is  in  distresii,  and  throw  the  reaponsibilily  upon 
Ibe  cook  and  the  eabin-boy.  I  said  so  when  your 
doors  were  shut;  I  scorn  to  say  less  now  that  ibey 
are  open.  Genitemen  mav  say  wbai  they  please. 
They  may  nut  an  insigoiocBOl  individual  to  the 
ban  of  Ihe  Republic — I  shall  not  alter  my  course. 
I  blush  with  indignation  at  the  misrepreseniaiioDs 
which  have  gone  forth  in  the  public  prints  of  oor 
proceedings,  pubhc  and  private.^  Are  tha  people 
of  the  United  Slates,  the  real  sovereigns  of  tbe 
eountry,  aoworthy  of  kaowiog  Whet,  there  ia  too 
much  raison  to  believe,  hks  beeh  communicated 
lo  the  privileged  spies  of  foreign  Goveramentsf 
I  think  our  citizens  just  as  well  eniiiled  to  know 
what  has  pasned  as  the  Marquis  Yrujo,  who  has 
bearded  your  Preaideat  to  his  face,  iusulied  yotrr 
Goverameei  within  its  own  Mouliar  jurisdiciiun, 
and  outraged  all  decency.  Do  you  mistake  litis 
diplomatic  pUppet  for  an  automaton?  -He  baa 
orders  rorall  be  does.  Take  his  instructions  from 
his  pocket  to-morrow,  ibey  are  signed  ''Charles 
Mnurice  Talleyrand."  Let  the  nation  know  what 
th°y  hnve  to  depend  Upota,  Be  true  to  them,  and 
(irost  me)  they  will  prove  true  to  ibem.^elvesand 
to  you.  The  people  are  honest— now  at  home  at 
their  ploughs,  noi  drniming  of  what  you  are  about. 
But  the  spirit  of  inquiry,  that  has  loo  long  slept, 
will  he,  must  he,  awakened.  Let  ihera  begin  to 
ihink — not  to  ssv  soch  ihings  are  proper  because 
they  have  been  done — of  what  has  been  dune,  and 
wherefore,  and  all  will  be  right 

The  Committee  then  roae,  and  tl»  Hoosa 
adjourned. 

Tbiiubdat,  March  & 
Mr.  CoiTBAD.  from  the  committee  lo  whom 
was  referred,  on  the  twelfth  of  December  hsi,  e 
letter  in  the  Oi^rman  language,  from  Ddvid  Cbris- 
toph  Mau,  addressed  to  the  Speaker,  preieniiog 
to  Congress  a  copy  of  his  worksj  made  a  report 
thereon;  which  was  read,  aad  considered:  Where- 

Raoleed,  Thai  the  Librarian  be  directed  to  fe- 
ceire  and  lake  charge  of  the  said  books,  and  that 
the  Speaker  be  requested  to  aekmiwledge.  by  a 
letter  addressed  to  Ihe  said  DividCari^oph  Han, 
Ihe  accf  piance  of  the  said  books. 

The  House  proceeded  to  coaslder  the  ameud- 
miats  proposed  by  the  Senate  to  the  bill,  entitled 
<'Ap  act  fur  ihe  relief  of  ifae  ajvernor,  Judges,  and 
Secretary,  ofihe  Indiana  Territory:"  Whereupm, 

OrtUred.  That  the  said  amendments,  togeibnt 
with  the  bill,  be  eommlted  to  a  Committee  of  the 
whole  H  'Use  on  Monday  next. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
menis  proposed  by  ihe  Senate  lu  the  htU,  entitled 
'-An  act  relating  to  bonds  given  by  Marshals:" 
,  WbeieujMB. 
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Ordered,  That  the  said  KmendiaeDts,  together 
with  itie  bill,  be  referred  to  Mr.  Talluadqg,  Mr. 
Clabk,  and  Mr.  HASTiRaa. 

The  bill  aeal  from  ibe  Senate  enttiled  "An  lel 
for  (be  punisbmeaE  of  couDlerfeiUDg  tbe  current 
coin  of  the  Uaiied  States,  and  for  other  purpoM)," 
was  read  twice,  and  commiited  to  a  CommUiee 
of  the  whole  House  on  Thursday  next. 

Mr.  Q.  W.  Cahpbeli.,  one  of  the  memben 
fiom  the  Slate  of  Teooesieee,  presented  to  the 
House  certain  resolutions  of  the  General  Assem- 
bly of  the  said  Siaie,  for  the  opening  the  Muscle 
SnaaU,ia  the  river  Tennessee  ;  whicn.were  read, 
and  referred  to  Mr.  Q.  W.  Cahpsbli.  Mr.  Var- 
MOM,  Mr.  Walton,  Mr.  Lewis,  and  Mr.  Spaldihq. 
■  Mr.  Q.  W.  Cahpbbll,  moTed  ibe  foUowing 
resolution'; 

Seaohtd,  That  pioTiaiia  ought  to  ba  made  for  open- 
ing and  inproring  the  naTigation  of  the  lirer  Tetinea- 
■ee,  tbrough  the  Maacle  8hMla,intheMiiMM^Tei- 

OnUrtd,  Tbii  the  *aid  resolution  be  referred 
lo  the  eommittee  lui  appointed. 

NON-IMPORTATION  OF  BMTI8H  GOODS. 

The  Hoase  resolved  itself  into  >  Commitiee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  stale  of  the  Union  on  Mr. 
OHoa'aresolutioD. 

Mr.N.  Williams.— The  subject  nownndercon- 
Bjderation  calls  for  a  display  oT  all  the  knowledge 
and  experience  of  commercial  men  and  sia  Let  men. 
And  although  I  do  not  profess  to  be  of  either  class, 
yet  if  I  should  chance  to  bestow  a  mite  of  infor- 
mation upon  a  subject  of  such  vast  importanea  to 
this  country,  it  will  no  doubt  be  favorablf  re- 
ceived by  this  honorable  Committee, 

The  resolution  now  under  discussion  hat  for  its 
principal  ohjeet  the  protection  of  the  active  com- 
merce of  our  country ;  it  therefore  becomes  us 
perhaps,  before  we  enter  into  the  merits  of  the 
measure  proposed,  to  inquire  whether  commerce 
ii  of  itself  so  important  lo  us,  as  to  demand  our 
protection.  This  first  inqnir^  might  seem  un- 
necessary, and  even  extraordinary,  had  we  not 
witnessed  so  recently,  upon  this  floor,  the  very 
Ught  and  trivial  manner  m  which  the  commerce 
of  this  country  has  beea  treated,  and  bad  we  not 
h^ard  [be  very  strange  opinion,  that  it  ought  to 
be  left  to  take  care  of  itself. 

It  is  possible  that  the  agricultural  class,  which 
embraces  a  very  great  and  respectable  part  of  tbe 

SDpulation  of  our  country,  will  look  for  some  evi- 
ence  of  the  benefits  to  be  derived  to  them  from 
Iheprotectedenterpriseof  our  merchants.  Those 
benefits,  however,  are  so  obvious  to  an  attentive 
observer,  that  verv  little  need  be  urged  to  render 
tbem  apparent.  It  has  been  Justlv  said  that  ag- 
mutture  and  commerce  are  handmaids  to  eacn 
other.  Indeed  their  interests  are  strongly  and 
darably  interwoven.  Commerce  has  a  direct  ten- 
dency to  raise  (he  price  of  the  product  of  the  far- 
mer's labor,  by  seeking  in  every  part  of  the  world 
tbe  best  markets  for  our  articles  of  export,  and  by 
bringing  back  and  scattering  though  the  country 
that  circulating  medium,  which  cherishes  indus- 
try, and  siveeteas  the  toils  ef  the  laborer.     If 


we  had  D^t  an  active  commerce  among  our  own 
citizens,  it  is  evident  that  foreign  merchants  and 
nations  only,  would  be  enriched  by  the  profits  of 
our  af(riculture,  would  convert  ns  into  mere  dig- 

Sers  of  the  soil  for  their  benefit,  and  would  there- 
y  gain  the  means  of  insulting  and  degradiog  ns 
more  abundantly.  The  price  of  our  produce  will 
lessen  in  the  proportion  tnat  we  curtail  the  meaos 
of  tran  spot  tins  it  lo  the  best  foreign  markets,  and 
the  means  will  assuredly  be  curtailed  if  we  with- 
draw our  protection  from  the  enterprise  of  oar 
citizens  upon  the  ocean.  Declare  to  foreign  na- 
tions that  the  active  commerce  of  this  eouatry 
meets  no  longer  the  fostering  care  of  Gove  in  meat, 
and  you  wilfsoon  hear  of  ueir  tenJold  insolence 
upon  the  seas ;  and  our  vessels,  frowned  from  the 
enjoymeol  of  their  rights  there,  will  find  an  asy- 
lum in  our  harbors  only,  where  they  will  be  leil 
to  rot.  The  produce  of  our  country  must  share 
a  similar  fate,  unless  ve  consent  to  dispose  of  it 
to  foreign  merchants  and  speculators,  at  any  price 
they  may  please  to  offer  lor  it.  But  what  Is  not 
less  important,  if  we  have  a  regard  for  moials  and 
happiness,  a  horrid  picture  here  present*  itself; 
that  moment  you  stagnate  iheventof  your  grain, 
an  extensive  inland  country  will  be  inundated 
with  whiskey  and' the  destructive  vices  which 
flow  from,  the  free  use  of  ii. 

Although  important,  this  is  far  from  being  the 
most  important  view  which  may  be  taken  of  llua 
subject.  It  is  a  conceded  point,  that  our  Oovern- 
ment  must  by  some  means  or  other  have  revenue. 
The  greatest  statesmen  and  patriots  of  this  eoan- 
try,  have  united,  I  believe,  la  considering  com' 
merce  as  our  most  fruitful  source  of  revenue  and 
riches.  It  presents  a  mode  of  fiscal  exaction,  the 
most  in  union  with  the  spirit  and  feelings  as  well 
as  the  interests  of  the  American  people — that  of 
indirect  taxation.  By  this  mode  the  consumns 
of  articles  of  foreign  growth  and  manufacture, 
contribute  freely  and  copiously  to  the  support  of 
our  Oovernnient,  and  to  that  fund  which  is  deo- 
tined  to  the  payment  of  the  national  debt,  oad 
this  too  without  feeling  in  a  great  degree  the 
weight  of  the  contribution.  But  the  moment,  sir^ 
we  give  up  this  source  of  revenue,  or  expose  it  In 
the  cupidity  and  rapacity  of  foreign  Powers,  a  t«- 
sort  to  modes  of  taxation  less  congenial  with  tha 
spirit  of  freedom  must  be  inevitable.  Let  tlioae 
who  are  for  giving  up  this,  look  about  and  sec 
what  other  sources  of  revenae  our  country  cas 
furnish.  Experience,  that  mother  of  wisdom,  boa 
already  instructed  us,  that  excise  laws  are  too 
odious  in  many  parts  of  our  country,  to  be  borne; 
indeed  this  source  of  revenue  would  at  best  be 
trifling.  Personal  property  is  of  a  nature  too 
occult  and  too  liable  to  shift  and  change  to  be- 
come a  safe  and  permanent  source  of  revenue. 
The  sale  of  tbe  pahlic  lands,  relied  on  by  some,  is 
an  expedient  which  on  many  accounts  will  be 
slow  and  inefficient;  but  if  the  sentiment  pre- 
vails of  leaving  commerce  to  take  care  of  itself, 
and  my  notions  are  correct  that  such  a  measure 
wilt  {laralyze  the  industry  of  the  farmer,  it  may 
very  justly  be  doubted,  whether  oar  wild  lands 
will  meet  with  m  ready  market.     Wbal  tbeo,  I 
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would  aak,  leinaiDs,  bv  a  land  lax,  10  sapplf  a 
fuad  to  meet  the  neceisaiy  calls  of  our  Govera- 
meot ;  a  tax  so  udioDS  in  maoy  paru  of  our  coun- 
Uj,  us  lo  be  one  of.  the  powerful  causee  of  the 
overthrow  of  one  Admiiiistralioii.  and  if  Bgain  re- 
sorted io,  may  pouibly  produce  tD«  deeiractioD  of 
SBOiber. 

Stiould  eoDuderatioDs  like  thee^  thoroughly 
pursued,  prove  issuffieieDt  to  conTioce  geoilemen 
ihat  the  commetce  of  this  country  is  w<  rihy  to 
be  sbielded  by  her  protectiog  arm.  I  may  despair 
of  doing  it  perhaps,  by  any  furtner  aigumeots 
within  my  power  to  adduce.  Bat  it  it  cerlainly 
deserfiog  the  remembrance  of  this  honorable 
body,  that  oar  QoTeroment,  by  the  course  it  has 
taken,  has  long  since  pledged  iteelf  to  support  the 
rights  Aod  interests  of  our  merchant*  upon  ibe 
ocean.  Aside  of  the  immense  revenues  dr^wu 
from  their  enterprise  and  industry,  we  may  con- 
sider th«  measures  alone,  adopted  by  our  Govern- 
meal,  to  protect  and  guitaotee  their  JBleresle,  by 
compacts  with  foreign  nations  and  armameDis  for 
their  defence,  as  having  the  direct  eSeci  of  luring 
them  to  embark  their  prop^ty  upon  the  seas  with 
the  most  implicit  security,  and  with  almost  a  cei- 
tain  assurance  that  this  protection  should  be  con- 
tinued. In  short,  I  do  -not  see  how  it  can  be  d^ 
Died  that  these  privileges  are  as  much  entitled  to 
the  protection  of  Government,  as  those,  equally, 
(bot^h  not  mote  sacred,  which  are  enjoyed  by 
our  fellow-citizens  upon  land.  To  relioquish  any 
of  them  would  be  taking  a  step  towards  a  das- 
tardly abaodonment  of  our  independence  as  a  na- 
tion— and  would  be  announcing  to  every  people 
on  earth,  that  we  have  become  so  tame  and  sub- 
missive that  we  are  willing  to  be  converted  into 
simple  toots  and  instruments  for  their  use  and  pro- 
fit, and  to  desert  the  d^ence  of  our  own  sacred 
rights.  .Whatever  course  policy  or  wi«dom  mi^ht 
have  dictated  to  this  nation  a  priori  respecting 
comuerce,  it  is  evidently  too  late  now  to  retrace 
our  steps }  nay,  we  cannot  do  it,  short  of  treachery 
towardii  the  mercantile  interest,  and  without 
rendering  oarselves  a  subject  of  derision  and  con- 
tempt to  ail  Europe.  If  we  shrink  on  the  present 
occasion  from  that  bold  and  energetic  course 
which  tbe  times  seem  to  call  for,  what  a  re- 
■pectahle  figure  we  shall  cut  in  historv!  This 
Will  be  our  itoiy:— "The  Aaiericaii  nauoB,  find- 
ing her  commerce  in  the  Mediterranean  pestered 
by  the  petty  barbarous  Powers  surrounding  that 
sea,  blastered  and  talked  manfully  like  Bobadil  in 
the  play.  Now  this  hero  was  invincible,  or  he 
would  not  have  talked  so  valiaotly.  'Twenty 
more — kill  ihemi  Twenty  more— kill  them  tool* 
But  the  moment  their  rights  upon  the  ocean  were 
assailed  by  a  nation  at  once  respectable  and  pow- 
erful, they  meanly  shrunk  from  the  contest,  and 
in  Taia  did  their  admired  Executive  endeavor  to 
rallv  the  represematives  of  the  people,  in  suppwt 
of  tne  firm  and  dignified  measures  which  he  re- 
•ommended." 

If  therefore  it  is  clear,  as  1  trust  it  is,  that  com- 
merce is  the  great  supporter  of  agriaulture — that  it 
isat  tbe  «ame  time  the  most  rationaland  most  proli- 
fie  KHirce  of  revenue  antl  ciottee  to  iNr  coiutry,  and 
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if,iiiaddttiontotbit,Gk)vemmenthas  pledged  itaetf 
to  a  vast  body  of  respectable  ciiiaess.  in  every  part 
of  the  [Jniied  States,  to  protect  ineir  property 
legally  employed  in  commerce — to  say  that  this 
commerce  shall  now  be  left  to  take  care  of  itself— 
of  all  tbe  insulting  mockeries  ever  ofiered  to  this 
nation,  this  appears  to  me  the  most  insnlting. 
But  with  many,  and  I  do  not  snffer  myself  to 
doubt,  with  a  great  majority  of  this  Committee, 
this  question  may  be  considered  as  at  rest.  Com- 
merce is  worthy  of  our  protection.  Our  natural 
situation^  and  the  laudable  enterprise  of  our  citi- 
zens, which  leads  them  into  every  sea  and  to  every 
landj  have  made  it  ours,  and  we  cannot  abandon 
it  without  being  guilty  of  the  mostpalpaUe  folly. 
Should  any  gentleman  here  really  believe,  not- 
withstanding (he  rolomes  of  evidence  which  have 
loaded  our  tables  to  the  oontraty,  that  our  com- 
mercial rights  have  not  been  iojnred  or  insulted 
by  tbe  British  nation,  I  confess  I  should  feel  my* 
self  at  a  loss  bow  lo  address  him.  If  he  will  dis- 
credit what  all  our  merchants,  all  onr  statesmen, 
and  the  best  writers  upon  tbe  law  of  nations  de- 
clare to  be  true,  I  should  consider  him  as  trreco- 
verably  tost  in  the  region  of  doubts,  where  I  should 
l)e  disposed  lo  leave  him  in  the  undisturbed  enjoy- 
ment of  hisown gloomy  imagination.  Indeed,  so 
clear  does  this  suoject  appear  to  me,  that  1  fear  it 
would  be  wasting  time  even  to  state  a  grievance 
so  well  known  to  aii.  Great  Britsin  has  for  many 
years  styled  herself  mistress  of  iheocean.  And  in 
truth  it  cannot  be  denied  that  alie  has  erected 
upon  that  elenjent  a  cutossua  of  power  wliich  over- 
looks and  would  overawe  all  the  nations  on  the 
globe.  "Rule  Britannia"  is  an  old  song  of  hei 
singing;  and  1  have  somewhere  read  that  the 
ballads  of  a  nation  go  far  to  portray,  if  not  to  form 
the  spirit  and  propensities  of  a  people.  Conse- 
quently, jealous  of  every  other  comntercial  nation, 
this  haughty  queen  would  naturally  endeavor  to 
suppress  the  rapid  and  lofty  soaring  of  the  Ame- 
rican Eagle.  This  jealousy  has  of  course  given 
rise  to  those  principles  which  she  attempts  to  in- 
terpolate into  the  laws  of  nations^  and  of  which 
we  now  complain  ;  such  as — that  a  trade  opened 
to  neutrals  by  a  nation  at  war.  on  account  of  the 
war,  is  unlawful ; — that  a  vessel  on  her  return 
voyage  is  liable  to  capture,  on  account  of  havin{[ 
carried,  on  her  outward  voyage,  contraband  arti- 
cles to  an  enemy's  port.  To  these  may  be  added 
the  right  which  she  daringly  assumes  and  cruelly 
executes,  of  impressing  persons  from  American 
bottoms,  sailing  under  the  American  flag  upon 
the  high  seas;  and  other  principles  not  less  im- 
portant though  totally  destitute  of  any  le^l  or 
ei^uitable  fouadation,  and  against  which  this  na- 
tion ought  to  lift  up  her  hands  to  Heaven  by  war 
of  solemn  protest.  And  what  is  alarming  to  all 
reflecting  men  is,  that  tbe  courts  of  Great  Britain, 
which  have  hitherto  stood  high  in  the  eEtlmaiion 
of  all  civilized  nations  for  iniegrity,  and  for  legal 
and  political  knowledge,  have  been  found  of  late 
servile  enough  to  attempt  lo  weave  into  the  code 
of  nations,  any  principles  which  have  been  recom- 
mended by  that  Qovemmeni  as  favorable  to  her 
interest!.    Now,  xl  appears  to  mt,  air,  that  th« 
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qnntioD  is  not  m  mtiefa,  wheilirr  we  shall  sur- 
render to  ibai  DBtioD  ihose  particular  brancbes  of 
the  earryin?  trade,  wbieh  have  gireo  rise  to  our 
disputes  wiib  her,  as  wbecber  we  shall  be  alluwed 
to  retain  any  free  cumni»ree  npoD  the  ocsaii  at  all. 
Fw  all  must  »e«,  that  althoagh  Ihat  nation  is  slow 
and  cauiious  in  lU  progress  lo  absolute  maritime 
aorereigntp  yet,  her  strides  are  firm  and  deter- 
mined ;  and  nothing  is  more  certain  than  this, 
diat  whaterer  Tights  ve  resign  with  tame  sub- 
mJMlon  are  gone  forever.  It  la  alarming  (o  bear 
it  said,  as  it  has  bean  upon  this  floor,  with  a  kidd 
oftrianlph,  What  1  shall  we  quarrel  with  a  pow- 
arAil  naiLOD  for  bo  trifling  an  object  as  the  carry- 
ing trade?  Such  bltDdoess  is  to  me  astonishing. 
That  naiion  and  her  courts  have  not  till  Fa^ely  in- 
•istei),wilbany  hope  of  establishing,  upon  tfaepriti- 
eiples  now  contended  for.  It  is  now  an  erperi- 
ment  only.  She  will  either  advance  or  recede, 
according  to  the  spirit  with  which  we  meet  ber 
mnrpaliona.  This  is  only  one  step  in  the  ladder, 
mod  this  ladder  reaches  around  the  globe.  A  na- 
lioti  which  makes  convenience  and  power  the 
only  rule  of  right  and  jasiice,  will  find  no  end  to 
ker  pretennioos.  To-day  she  finds  it  coQTenieot 
to  prohibit  our  carrying  the  surplus  colonial  pro- 
duce iaour  markets  to  foreign  coaairies;  to-mor- 
row she  will  find  it  convenient  to  prohibit  the  ear- 
tiage  of  our  own  produce,  in  our  own  bottoms,  to 
foreign  markets;  and  the  always  has  power  loen- 
furee  the  dictates  of  her  convenience.  No,  sir,  I 
VMtrid  not  surrender  one  single  right  which  our 
interest  and  honor  call  upon  ua  to  defend:  and 
nore  especially,  if  by  receding  one  step,  we  jeopar- 
dise all  the  Aiir  features  of  our  commerce,  let  us 
kldly  contend  for  every  vestige. 

This  I  hope  and  trart  we  shall  attempt  to  do,  hf 
«v«ry  means  which  Ood  and  Nature  have  so 
ibotrdantly  ;rfaced  in  our  power— means,  which, 
if  applied  with  firmness  and  enngy,  will  doobt- 
l«u>rodace  the  desired  efimt.  But  what  are  the«e 
Hksbs  is  the  queMion.  The  proposittoa  now  un- 
der consideration,  or  somethtnj  similar  in  prinei- 
|de,  meets^  I  am  told,  the  approbation  of  onr  great- 
est and  wisest  statesmen.  Those  in  thin  Bouse 
who  will  take  a  calm  smvey  of  our  situation,  I 
am  strong  in  the  belief,  will  also  approve  this  mea- 
aore,  or  one  nsi  mach  unlike  it.  The  wisdom  and 
penetration  of  the  British  Cabinet  will  som  pei> 
Mive,  that  such  a  tneasure,  if  ado{ited,  is  ceiIcoU- 
ted  to  raise  up  among  them  at  home  and  in  the 
West  Indies,  a  host  of  hungry  and  elamorons  ad- 
vocates fbr  rights,  and  they  will  soon  see  the  policy, 
if  not  the  necessity,  of  treating  us  with  justice. 
But  wit  ho  nt  taking  some  step  which  discovers 
flrmaess  and  deeisfon  on  our  part,  I  would  ssk, 
what  privilege  we  can  expect  to  preserve,  except 
that  alone  which  is  seldomdenied  toihe  weakand 
eontempiibte,  the  privilege  of  being  plttndered  end 
insulted  without  reserve?  To  talk  of  offensive 
war  is  aonecessary,  it  is  childish.  The  weapons 
within  our  reach  are  not  at  present  warlike,  though 
capable  of  wounding  deeply.  Some,  however,  are 
of  opinion  that  this  measure  will  lead  to  war.  1 
think  diffitrenlly.  ltwill,inroy  opinion,  preserve 
peace  and  our  commerce  at  the  aame  time.    We 


have  a  riefit  surely  to  say  to  any  nation  that  in- 
jures and  offends  ns,  that  we  will  stop  all  inter- 
course with  her.uatil  she  consents  to  do  us  justice. 

Bnt  this  project  is  to  lead  to  measures  of  de- 
fence, and  to  a  loss  of  revenue  1  This  in  a  degree 
is  true.  And  with  thoae  who  weigh  national 
rights  and  honor  in  the  same  scales  with  doUati 
and  cents,  this  may  prove  an  insurmountable  ob- 
jection. But  I  have  calculated,  that  our  ports' 
and  harbors  will  not  be  left  in  their  present  «- 
posed  sitaatien,  even  though  this  measure  should 
not  be  adopted.  I  hope  at  any  rate  that  we  shaS 
find  palriotistn  ehough  bete  to  preserve  Us  from 
this  national  disgrace.  As  lo  a  loss  of  revenue,  it 
will  be  but  temporary.  But  our  economical  syi- 
lem  forbids  even  this  loss!  Bfaall  we  suffer  otir- 
sevesio  be  aedoced  by  this  plausible  and  popular, 
this  sacred  word  "economy?"  Hove  economy 
as  much  as  anybody :  Bnt  let  us  remember  the 
object  of  this  measure.  Shall  we,  for  fear  of  los- 
teg  a  few  millions  of  dollars  devoted  lo  the  Sink- 
ing Pusd,  jeopardize  that  Sinking  Fiind  itself? 
Those  who  are  soliciiiona,  and  none  can  be  mare 
solicltious  than  myself,  to  my  the  national  debt, 
will  prove  themselves  willing,  I  hope,  topureue 
the  means,  and  the  only  rationat  means  of  doing 
it.  Let  economy  be  embraced  as  far  as  it  can 
be,  in  consonance  with  honor  and  safety.  This 
is  true  economy.  Another  son  may  be  populv, 
but  I  pronounce  it  dangerous. 

I  do  not  pretend  to  have  entered  into  a  detailed 
account  of  the  loss  or  gain  of  revenue,  which 
will  ftdlow  the  adoption  of  this  measare.  It 
would  be  dSSeult  to  do  it  with  accuracy,  and, 
viewine  the  subject  as  I  have  done,  it  is  unneces- 
sary. It  is  sufficient  for  me  to  know  that  the  loss 
win  be  bnt  temporary,  and  sOch  as  we  can  bear, 
end  that  the  gain  will  be  durable  and  honora- 
ble to  oUr  cDIIBlry.  With  respect  to  the  variotB 
resohitiotfs  laid  upon  our  table,  relative  to  thb 
subject,  I  have  some  diflicnlty  in  deciding  whieli 
I  would  prelbr.  Those  whicn  affect  specific  arti- 
cles, by  laving  a  duty  upon  them,  are  not  clear 
of  difficulties.  Voucannotmakeaaelecrian  wiih- 
uut  mateiialty  affi«[iiig  certain  sections  of  the 
Union.  The  resolation  now  under  diacussrion 
outs  deep,  but  I  think  it  deserves  a  preference. 

It  is  unfortunate  sir,  that  any  gentleman  upon 
this  floor  should  ailempt  to  raiee  up  distincEion* 
among  oor  citizens,  ur  lo  bold  up  to  the  odtutn  of 
the  eommwniiy  a  class  of  men  so  numerous  and 
respectable  as  that  of  our  merchants.  If  mer- 
cantile men  are  avaricious,  agricultural  gentle- 
men, I  take  it,  are  not  totally  oestitute  of  greedi- 
ness. They  both  labor,  no  doubt,  to  preserve 
their  profits,  and  the  hooeraMe  jgentleman  from 
Tirginia  himself  told  us,  the  other  day,  that  he 
had  not  yetsold  his  tobacco. 

Mr.  HABTBRa.— I  shall  not  deny  that  Great 
Britain  has  fnsulledas  by  impressing  our  teamen, 
neither  shall  I  deny  that  that  nation  has  commit- 
ted wanton  aggressions  and  depredations  on  our 
commerce,  atltl  that  commerce  ought  to  be  pro- 
tected. That  the  resolution  under  considefatiott 
is  the  best  course  to  be  pursued  Iot  the  interest  of 
this  aatitnt,  I  tbatl  sMtend  against 
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baVeitways  irlsen  rrom  two  eirCamiiiaQees — the 
fint,  10  pTomote  their  home  inddstrr  or  manurM' 
tarn.  Tbe  liberil  price  of  waeea,  joioet}  wiib 
tbe  pleDlf  BDd  eheapneu  of  land,  wbich  indaces 
die  laborer  to  quit  tna  emplojrer  aDd  become  plan- 
ter or  farmer  himself,  who  remrds  with  the 
jaihe  liberaUlr  which  indueea  his  laborm  to  leava 
Ibeir  eiDptoynienI  for  tbe  same  rMmos  ka  the 
Sr^l:  Iberefort,  it  is  impoHible  fin  maftnfiictttrei 
lb  flourish  ID  thb  coKQtiy  in  6ur  prcseal  ritlia- 
(ion. 

The  «t«e  tn  taort  oibtr  oanncriei  Is  retj  diSei- ' 
ent.  where  the  price  of  labcv  h  low,  ttnd  the  real 
Itai  At  profit  cODiDine  tbe  wages  of  tbe  laberer, 
tlnil  tbe  hij/h<r  mler  of  people  opprem  tbe  JDfeiior, 
'Hrhich  1  bo|>e  berer  to  see  io  ibii  eountry. 

It  may  rafiointh-  be  e&lculated  that  some  of 
the  Buiern  aod  HiMIe  Stniea  w41l  ereiMuntly  be* 
etnne  maDDfaeinrio^  States;  sotm  of  those  Stales 
lire  nearly  filled  with  people,  and  niaDy  iodiri 
iotAi  trare  large  capitals  employed  in  foreigi 
eommeree,  loiheamuDutiDEaaQy  instaacesofiwo 
xut  three  bandred  tfibasand  dollars  eoeb.  When 
Mace  lakes  place  in  Europe,  and  things  coibe 
down  to  their  natural  stanthrd,  and  they  cf~"~ 
Itmger  employ  that  capital  to  Bdvannge  in 
mercial  specalations.  they  will  withdraw  the 
aame  from  that  emptoymeDl;  they  mast  make 
tua  of  those  cBpit.ils  Bomewbete ;  they  cannot 
Test  them  to  any  advantage  in  oUr  public  funds, 
lank  stMk  or  other  corporatioDs,  beyond  a  obtain 
ezceol ;  they  therefore,  by  the  aid  ot  water-works 
tbd  maebinery,  will  naturally  effiploy  (hose  cap- 
itals in  manafaetnres,  and  I  trost  the  lime  » 
liot  many  years  dialant.  That  is  not  now  the 
ease,  ana  can  hare  no  bearing-  on  the  presenf 
•oestion ;  indeed  it  is  kirdly  coofended  that  tbe 
Ksolution  is  broncht  forward  for  that  purpose ;  it 
tniut  taerefore  fcebrougbt  forward  for  Mme  other 
|nin>o*«. 
The  oth«r  eircamacanea,  which  a^rea  rise  to 

Cibitiona  between  nations,  arises  nvm  tha  rio- 
I  of  national  animosity,  wbieh  generaily  ends 
In  war.  This  circtmtstanee  has  brought  thisresO' 
liltion  into  existence;  ibe  preamble  sptaka  war- 
ilk^  langinaga,  and  the  Whole  taken  isgeiher  is 
a  prelude  to  war  with  a  oartion  who  has  two 
bandred  sbips-or-the-Utie,  fottr  hnhdred  (itgates, 
besides  gua-btigs  and  other  armed  ressels,  whose 
TCf  entie  is  between  fo^iy  and  fifty  itrilliooe  »«er- 
fio^  Wbo  oan  go  to  war  with  as  without  aby 
adtftlionat  expanse  to  themselves,  whd  will^weep 
the  oceata  of  AmericBO  Commerce,  amonniiht;  to 
nearty  one  hundred  miHion  of  dollars.  Wbai 
then  will  be  Ihc!  situation  of  your  carrying  tradel 
What  tiien  Will  be  the  situation  of  yonr  com- 
ttefce  and  yonr  country  1 

But  the  honoraUe  gentlenian  from  Masmcbn- 
Wtts  (Mr.  OxoWKiHsniBLD}  bastold  us  "if  we  go 
to  war,  we  can  do  Great  Britain  the  ntosl  injury." 
Tbe  navigation  of  their  merchaiit  Testis  is  prin- 
cipally carried  on  nndercbnToy.  Some indtvtdn- 
A  may  fit  ont  a  few  privateers  and  eaptnrv  now 
Ktd  then  a  vessel,  and  pal  soitfe  prize  money  in 
ftdrpritMe  poeknf;  kcuBtnbeofiDky  admi* 


lage  to  the  nation,  which  will  groan  Under  ptmirfy 
and  distress. 

It  appears  to  me  a  matter  of  gteat  deliberalioD 
how  far  we  ought  to  adopt  the  present  resolution, 
by  prohibiting  the  importation  of  Brili^  mana- 
factures.  In  every  country  it  ever  was,  and  ^- 
ways  must  be,  the  interest  of  the  ifreat  body  of  (he 
peopje  to  buy  whatever  they  want,  of  those  who 
sell  it  cheapest.  We  oaonot  procure  the  saiae 
articles  so  cheap  elsewhere;  even  should  she 
measure  not  involve  us  in  a  war,  prohibitions  and 
revenge  natdrally  dioiat«  retalUiion,  and  mitioBs 
seldom  tail  to  ia  it.  The  honorable  mover  of  the 
resoluiion  (Mr.  Orboo)  asks  as,  "  how  it  is  to  be 
inferred,  we  cannot  abifc  by  and  exeenie  lUa 

r;m  7"  It  is  to  be  iirfcrred  frota  retaliMfoM.  and 
rratloa  of  nations  who  have  preceded  m. 
When  France,  in  1667,  laid  discriminating  dotiea 
on  Holland,  the  Dutch  retaliated  by  the  prohibi- 
tion  of  French  wines,  brandies,  and  the  like;  a 
war  followed,  and  the  peace  of  Nimefnien  rega- 
laTed  their  commercial  diipales.  About  (bat  tlna 
the  Bniflish  prohibited  the  impcrrtatioo  of  hoe 
maimfaclurfd  in  Flanders)  the  Oovemmeat  of 
that  eonniry,  which  was  ihen  under  tbe  domiaimi 
of  Spain,  immediately  retaliated  and  prohibited 
all  imporlalioa  of  Bullish  woollens.  Soon  after 
this,  the  French  and  English  mutnally  began  their 
heavy  duties  and  prohtbiiions,  ana  have  ever 
since  been  in  commercial  disputes,  quarrels,  and 
hostilities;  and  we,  with  our  eyes  opeii,  are  noW 
eoing  into  the  same  system.  The  same  hwioia- 
Ele  gentleman  has  also  said  it  would  aitaoh  Oreht 
Britain  in  her  vitals,  in  her  maonfteiories  and 
warehouses.  It  seems  a  bad  method  ofcompenM- 
ting  iojories  done  to  us,  to  do  another  worse  in- 
jury to  Dorsdves,  Wbiob  I  believe  will  be  (be 
case  fay  adopting  the  pi«seat  naolution ;  it  will 
bavea  natural  tendeney  10  rftaliation  and  revea^. 
It  is  very  problematical  whether  Ibe  earrymg 
trade  is  advaniageoaa  to  this  nation.  Oar-m«t- 
chants  in  that  employ  traosportins  foraicD  pn>- 
dnce  from  Batavia  and  the  Weei  Indies  to  the 
Uhifed  States,  and  stiviiig  the  cargoes  for  soae 
time  to  WarehonseB  and  reihippiDg  the  same  to 
Holland,  the  Hanse  Towas,  Antwerp  in  French 
Flanders,  and  other  ports)  and  in  some  instaBcaa 
takinz  the  avuits  of  those  cai^oe*.  tad  proceeding 
to  China,  from  whence  th«y  raiarn  with  teas ;  in 
other  instances  proceed  te  BirglMid  and  lay  bat 
tbe  avail*  in  BritMi  goods )  and  then  making  «tr- 
CtritouB  vayagea  of  iWo  and  three  years,  with 
those'  large  eapiiats  out  ti  our  cotiBtry,  and  be- 
fore they  can  release  tbose  oarg;o«a  ao  as  u  pur- 
chase our  doneatio  produce. 

My  worthy  eolleagneftom  NewTork,  who  has 
jtwi  sat  down,  (Mr.  WiLLune,)  has  observed, 
"  that  commerce  is  essential  to  this  oosntry,  and 
agriculture  naturally  foes  with  tij"  this  ^opoti- 
llon,  taken  ahsiisMtedly,  1  shall  not  deny ;  and  tbui 
"where  it  the  revenue  to  snpport  Oor- 
T*  Iwill  answerthatgentlemanjbyaik- 
fng  him  the  same  qneslkm.  Where  n  ffaa  renwae 
to  support  OaverDDieot,  wnen  nearly  oae  half  of 
that  revemie  ia  decived  from  Great  Britain  and 
betdependeadcB'?    1  wmitd'aakihu  gemloinaa 
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where  i*  to  be  tbe  mu-kel  for  25,000,000  weight  of 
cotton  annually  exported,  (il  is  not  to  he  presumed 
they  will  not  reialiare  in  every  particular ;)  where 
is  to  be  tbe  maiket  for  your  tobacco,  potashes, 
flaxseed,  provisions,  and  other  domestic  produce, 
eiporled  from  this  country  to  Great  Brtiaio,  the 
British  KaM  and  West  Indies,  and  Newfoundland, 
to  the  BDDual  ralue  of  between  20  and  $30,000  000  T 
RelyoD  it,  if  you  adopt  tbis  measure,  you  will  em- 
barrttsialtibe  operatioDS  of  OoTerninent,  all  the 
operations  of  tbe  community,  and  muat  have  re 
course  to  direct  taxation  on  the  farmer,  who  will 
be  uaable  to  pay,  for  the  want  of  a  price  for  hia 
produce;  your  merchants  become  bankrupts  and 
you  distress  tbe  agricutturistH. 

The  same  honorable  gentleman  from  Pennsyl* 
vania  bas  further  observed,  "it  will  be  such  a 
■hock  u^D  Qreat  Britain,  she  wtU  not  be  able  lo 
endure  it."  Let  that  feDitemau  reflect  on  the 
wealth  and  maritime  power  of  that  country. 
Ever  since  my  memory,  the  approachine  ruin  ol 
Qreat  Britain  has  been  frequently  foretold ;  after 
all  the  vain  altempia,  ihey  yet  regulate  the  cooi- 
meice  of  the  worU.  I  must  confess  I  have  but 
little  faith  in  undenaking-  commeicial  leguUtions 
with  that  nation,  and  I  believe  we  shall  show  a  very 
ptetty  figure  in  the  attempt,  and  be  obliged  to  re- 
cede with  disgiaee,  and  1  cannot  vote  for  the  pres- 
ent resolution. 

Mr.  Shilie. — I  am  in  favor,  Mr.  Chairman,  of 
the  resolution  under  consideration;  and  le 
should  be  supposed  1  am  an  enthusiast  in  respect 
to  commerce,  and  deserve  lo  he  classed  among 
that  desperate  order  of  men  called  meicbantf,  ac- 
cording 40  tbe  representation  which  we  have  had 


ycBtei 
beg  It 


question,  whether  commerce  ought  to  be 
ered  as  beneficial  in  its  relation  to  the  United 
States.  I  bava  long  thought  that  ihi 
•ential  diSereoce  between  what  is.  in  the  common 
langua^  of  the  world,  a  sBleadid,  and  great,  tind 
ft  happy  people.  I  have  Deen  led  [o  tbink  that 
n  of  tbe  people  of  the  United  States, 


if  three  thousand  miles,  possessing 

region  of  land,  having  full  employmeDl  for  all  her 
people  in  the  cultivation  of  ibe  earth — having, 
from  tbe  variety  of  her  climate  and  tbedifferenct 
of  her  soil,  the  meani  of  supplying  herself,  no 
only  with  all  the  necessaries  of  tifa  in  abundance, 
but  with  many  of  its  comforts,  and  even  some  of 
its  itixuries — from  these  cansiderations,  I  have 
been  led  to  think  it  bad  been  happier  if  the  Arae- 
ricaa  people,  when  they  became  itn  independent 
nation,  bad  found  themselTes  without  commerce, 
and  htid  still  remained  so.  Thus  circumsiaoced, 
thejr  would  certainly  have  avoided  those  dangers 
which  flow  from  tbe  weakness  of  an  extended 
trade,  and  those  luxuries  which  hare  hitherto 

E roved  so  fatal  to  morals,  happiness,  and  liberty. 
a  tny  opinion,  we  should  have  been  a  happier 
|»eople  without  commerce.  Among  the  consiUera- 
lioniwliicb  here  induced  me  to  ^lieve  that  this 
would  hare  been  a  happy  slate,  is,  that  we  sbonld 
haTcenjoyeda  peifectMktaof ufety.   Weahotild 


hare  bees  under  the  neceasity  of  eonflteiing 
with  foreign  nations  j  because  commerce,aud  com- 
oerce  alone,  can  produce  those  conUicis.  I  have 
xpressed  this  opinion,  to  show  that  1  have  not 
been  led  by  any  particular  attachment  to  com- 
merce, to  take  that  part  which  I  have  declared  I 

lid  do  on  tbe  present  occasion.  But  what  was 
tbe  situation  of  the  American  people  when  they 
first  found  themselvea  a  nation  1  And  what  are 
the  (luties  imposed,  upon  us  by  the  compact  we 
entered  into?  As  to  anjr  abUraci  opinions  we 
may  entertain  on  this  subject,  ibey  ought  to  bare 
no  influence  here  upon  us.  I  stand  here  on  other 
ground,  and  dare  flot  resist  tbe  diciatea  of  duty.  I 
was  astonished  yesierda);  to  bear  it  mentioned  by 
the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  (Mr.  J.  Ranoolph,) 
and  boldly  asserted,  referring  lo  ihe  Constiiuiiofl, 
that  tbe  American  Qovernmect  was  under  no 
obligation  to  protect  any  property  of  its  citizeni 
one  foot  from  the  shore.  I  was  astonished  at  this 
dec lara I ioif,  because  1  could  see  to  wbal  it  went 
I  saw,  if  this  was  tbe  opinion  of. the  Southern 
Stales,  whtre  it  would  end.  Tbe  situation  of 
tbi;  people,  when  they  became  a  nation,  was  this: 
The  Eastern  States  might  properly  be  said  (o  be 
a  commercial  people, as  they  lived  t>y  commerce; 
the  Middle  Slates  were  partly  commercial  and 
partly  agricultuial  ;  tbe  Southern  State<:,  properly 
speaking,  were  agricultuial.  This  opposilion  of 
character  must  have  created  great  aifficuliy  in 
forming  the  Constitutioo,  and,  in  truth,  this  and 
other  points  threw  great  obsiacles  in  the  way  of 
its  foimatioo.  But  a  spirit  of  concession  over- 
came all  difficulties.  Is  it,  however,  to  ba  be- 
lieved, that  the  Eastern  States,  propeily  commer- 
cial, or  the  Middle,  partaking  equally  of  the  com- 
mercial and  agricultural  characier,  would  bare 
united  with  the  Southern  Slates,  if  they  had  been 
told  that  commerce  was  to  receive  no  proiectioni 
No,  sir,  it  CBDOOI  be  believed.  But  I  uke  higher 
ground— the  compact  itself,  referred  lo  by  the 
gentleman  from  Virginia.    Let  us  examine  the 

Jowen  vested  in  Congress  under  this  compact,and 
ecidewhether  commerce  was,  orwas  not  intended 
lo  be  protected.  If  there  was  nothing  specific  in 
these  powers,  tbe  firsl  mtge  would  show  the  inten- 
tion of  its  framers.  "We,  the  people  of  the  Uni- 
'  led  Slates,  in  order  to  form  a  more  perfect  unioo, 
'establish  justice,  insure  domestic  lranquillit)r, 
'  provide  for  the  common  defence,  promote  the 
'  general  welfare,"  &c.  If  we  go  on  lo  the  tenth 
pag?,  we  shall  ibeie  find  tbe  power  given  to  Con- 
giets,  "to  provide  aiid  maintain  a  navy.."  Is  the 
pioleclion  of  conamerce  contemplated  here,  oris 
It  not  1  in  other  parti  of  the  insiiument,  w«  oer- 
ceive  the  power  lo  regulate  commerce  vestea  in 
Congress.  Will  any  man  pretend  lasay  that  the 
power  of  establishing  a  nary  can  be  exercised  io- 
dependeat  of  commerced  Every  man  of  com- 
mon sense  knows  that  a  navy  cannot  eren  exi«t 

Having  sufficiently  eEiablished  the  right  of  com- 
merce lo  protection  under  under  the  Coa«iitutiop, 
I  come  now  to  consider  tbe  resoluiion  under  coo- 
sideraiion.  We  find  oixr  rights  invaded  by  foreign 
nation^  and  va  attack  nude  by  one  nation  on  ont 
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orrying  frsde;  which,  in  my  opiDion,  canoot  be 
miTBDied  bylhe  Iswof  nationfi.  I  shall  notcoo- 
dfsceod  to  argue  thh  point,  t  beliere  it  to  be  a 
lawful  trade,  let  whoerer  may  tteny  it.  I  have 
taVeo  MHie  pains  la  make  myself  act^ainted  with 
the  subject,  by  readJDg  aereral  treaiises  upon  it; 
tod,  DoiwithnaadiDg  the  contempt  with  which  it 
certain  book  was  yesterday  treated  by  (he  gentle- 
man  from  Virginia,  1  will  venture  to  predict  that, 
whei)  the  mortal  part  of  that  gentleman  and  my- 
leir  Khali  be  in  ashes,  the  author  of  that  work  will 
faeconsidered  a  great  man.  Nor  do  Ijudgeinlhis 
CxclasiTelT  from  mj  own  opioion.  bat  from  the 
opiDions  of  meD  of  diatinguisned  talents,  from  dif- 
ferent  and  distant  parts  of  the  Union,  who  all 
eoDCDF  in  saying  that  the  writer  has  conclusiTely 
ntabltshed  the  principle  he  contends  for.  Indeed, 
I  could  not  hare  believed,  had  I  not  heard  it,  that 
s  Represents  tire  of  the  American  people,  in  the 
Ace  of  the  Legislature,  woald  have  reliDquisbed 
■O  precious  a  principle  t  But  tbet^was  a  curious 
feature  fa  all  the  luminous  discoveries  yesterday 
dtaclosed  lo  us  by  the  gentteman  from  Virginia, 
in  which  he  strictly  observed  the  rule  of  the  rheto- 
riciaa — where  a  point  couM  Dot  be  justified,  to  get 
OTCi  it  as  well  as  he  could.  On  the  irapresament 
<st  oni  seamen,  he  said  nothing.  He  kn«w  that 
the  American  feelinKs  would  not  bear  it.  When 
I  ihisk  of  what  is  called  the  carrying  trade,  I  con- 
ridm  its  smatlevil  compared  to  this.  It  has  been 
ffompared  to  Algerine  slavery,  but  it  is  worse. 
What  is  this  impressment?  Your  cilizena  are 
saized  by  the  hand  of  violencA.  and  if  they  refuw 
M  ^ht  the  battles  of  tboM  who  thus  lay  violent 
hanSs  opon  thetn,  you  see  (hem  hanginsf  at  the 
y«rd-arm.  In  the  first  place,  they  are  obTized  to 
oxpose  their  penons  to  murder,  in  ftghtlns  the  bat' 
tlea  of  a  cation  to  which  they  owe  no  allegiance. 
Tb«v  areoMiged  locommit  mnrder,  for  it  is  mnrder 
to  takeaway  the  lif^  of  a  man  who  has  given  ua  no 
offcDoe,  at  the  same  time  that  they  expose  their 
owD"per»ons  to  the  commissian  of  raonier.  This 
■)  the  true  porni  of  light  in  which  I  have  always 
MBsidered  thisborrid  and  barbarous act,fbr which, 
iaiteed,  I  cannot  find  language  snfficienily  strong 
lo  express  the  indigoatioo  I  feel.  This  is  thesltu- 
arion  of  ear  country.  Our  commerce  depredated 
vpoD  in  everv  sea,  our  citizens  dragged  from  their 
komra,  and  despoiled  of  all  they  hold  dear.  We 
■re  told  we  are  not  to  mind  thesething»— that  the 
mation  who  commits  the  outrages  is  a  powerful 
naiioD.  Bat  really)  as  an  AmerieaDj  I  cannot  feel 
the  force  of  this  obserratioD. 

Tbe    gentlenjan  from  Virginia  yesterday  as- 
s«tn«d  it  as  a  principle,  and  ib«  whole  of  his  ar- 
gtunfat  ramed  on  it,  that  this  is  a  war  meature, 
and  Ibat  its  friends  are  for  gmog  to  war.     Were 
I  satiafied  with  the  troth  of  this  remaik,  I  should 
cban^  my  mind  with  regard  to  ib«  resDlotii 
Bfit  IS  it  a  war  menHUTel     I  believe  the  same  t 
bea  and  oUi^atians  exist  between  nations  as  I 
twe«a  tnditidnals  In  a  state  of  nature.    If  my 
wricfebor  treats  me  with  injustice,  I  have  a  right 
tooiMlioa  all  iatercourse  with  him,  without  gir- 
iag  faim  a  riight  to  knock  me  down.    If  we  deem 
it  <ME  inWrvai  sol  u»  irada  with  a  partienlar  na- 


in,  have  we  not  a  right  to  say  sol — a  natloa 

ith  whom  we  have  no  commercial  treatv,  and 

towards  whom,  therefoie.  in  regard  to  trade,  we 

hare  a  right  to  act  as  we  please?    If  a  commer- 

;aiy  existed  between  us,  it  woatd  be  our 

duty  to  observe  it ;  but,  without  one.  we  have  an 

undoubted  right  to  say  whether  we  nave  or  have 

lot  a  use  for  her  productions.    If,  then,  this  be  a 

leace  measure,  why  treat  it  as  a  war  measure? 

}ut  it  is  said  that  it  will  lead  to  war.    Britain  ia 

said  to  be  a  great  nation,  high  spirited,  and  proud, 

nd  therefoni  we  must  not  uke  this  step  for  fear 

of  the  consequences.    Trace  this  argument— see 

here  it  leads  us.    It  leads  us  to  this :  That,wiltt 

powerful  DBtioo,  we  must  oa  no  accoant  what- 

rer  quarrel,  though  she  may  commit  evei  so 

many  aggressions  on  our  right.  No,  we  must  not, 


;i  go  whatever  length  she  may,  until,  o 
_■_:..  'alfbecaliedupon  ti 


principle,  ws  shait  be  called  upon  to  atirreu' 
ur  independence,  becanse  we  have  to  deal 
a  powerful  nation  !  If  tve  do  not  make  a 
stand  now  a^inst  her  aggressions,  when  or  where 
shall  we  do  it  7  But  one  alternative  will  remain 
— to  bend  our  necks,  to  crouch  beneath  the  tyrant, 
to  submit  without  murmur  to  her  iouilence  ana 

It  is  surprising  to  me  to  see  this  resoluttoa 
scouted  by  geatlemen,  when  ibis  same  measure 
has  ever  been  considered  as  the  most  propei  in- 
strument with  which  to  contend  with  Qreai  Britr 
ain.  If  we  look  back  to  the  times  of  the  stamp 
act,  we  will  see  that  this  was  then  tbe  opinion 
of  the  American  people.  Voluntarily  associating 
themselves  together,  they  cheerfully  and  unhesi- 
tatingly, as  the  means  of  obtaining  redress,  telin- 
i^uished  tbe  luxuries,  and  even  the  necessaries  of 
life  drawn  from  Great  Britain.  These  aasocia^ 
tiooa  were  viduntary,  as,  from  the  situation  of 
tbe  colonies,  they  could  not  be  otherwise.  And  it 
is  remarkable  that  Great  Britain  did  not  consider 
this  a  cause  of  war,  though  the  people  of  this 
country  were  then  her  subjects.  Coming  down  to 
later  times,  and  approaching  the  period  of  our  na- 
tional independence,  the  same  measure  was  resort- 
ed to,  and  considered  an  effectual  expedient  to  ob- 
tain redress  of  our  grievances.  In  1776,  what  waa 
tbe  sense  of  tbe  people  of  England  on  this  subject? 
and  bow  did  they  feel  the  enects  of  the  non-iaf 
portalioo  agreement  of  thecDionisisI  Let  them 
speak  for  themselves. 

"  There  scarce  waa  ever  any  tStix  dabated  in  a  Bril- 
iah  Parliaaent  in  which  tba  public  Ihai^ht  theouelvaa 
mate  dM|dj  interaited,  or  for  the  resuh  of  wbkh  thejr 
fait  a  mora  impatieDt  anxiety  than  the  present,  n«rwa« 
the  iMt  of  fiarope,  eap«cially  the  commercial  part,  ia- 
attanlive  lo  Ibe  evant. 

"  The  second  apeech  trom  the  throne,  a*  well  as  Iha 
fint,  pointed  ont  the  American  affkin  to  tlie  Patli*- 
ment  ta  the  priDcipal  object  of  it*  deliberatioDs :  bo  A 
Houses,  by  their  addreasea,  showed  that  they  looked 
npon  them  in  the  same  important  tight. 

"  Petiliani  were  receivadlrom  the  merchants  of  Loa- 
doD,  Biistol,  Lsneaaler,  Liverpool,  HuU.GIugow,  Ac, 
and,  indeed,  from  most  of  the  trading  and  muiDbctnr- 
ing  towns  and  boroughs  in  tbe  Eingdom.  In  tluM 
petitions,  they  set  forth  the  great  decay  of  their  trade, 
swing  to  tbe  new  lews  and  ragulatiOiis  made  ibr  Ama* 
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acm.  rb«  vwt  quaatity  of  out  muiuftrctiirea,  (beUM 
Hung  KEticJes  imporleJ  from  Blsond,  which  weie  piu- 
cJMMi]  either  witb  oar  owd  manuractuiea,  ot  vilh  (he 
pioJuce  of  oar  colooiea,)  which  the  Americsn  bade 
fbrraeily  took  off  our  haads;  by  all  which,  muj  thou- 
■^nd  mumfacluien,  seamen,  and  laboreis,  had  been 
employed,  lo  the  Tery  great  and  increaaing  beaefit  of 
the  natioD.  Tliat,m  letum  for  these  eiporta,  the  petl- 
t$onen  had  receWed  from  the  co[oniea,  lice,  indigo,  to- 
bacco, naval  storeB,  i)il,.whals  fin*,  fura,  and  lately  pot- 
aih,  widi  Dtber  itaple  commoditJeK,  beaides  a  large  bal- 
ance in  remittance*,  by  bilh  of  exchange  and  bullion, 
obtained  bj  the  coloniata  for  artioles  of  their  produce, 
nol  reqwred  for  Britiah  market,  and  therefore  exported 
t«  other  placea. 

*  Tkat,  ft««  lbs  iMinN  of  tUt  tradai  contiMbig  of 
BatiA  BiaiiaCw<neaaxparted,mdof  tkein^MTttff 
ipalarlala  from  America,  many  of  Ibem  uiH.  in 
lUMiafilctirea,  and  nil  of  them  taudmg  to  hesot  oui 
Mndence  aa  Baighboring  Statea,  it  auat  be  deeaied  of 
ttte  higbeat  importaac*  in  the  commercial  ayalem  of 
thia  nation,  that  this  commerce,  so  beneficial  lo  the 
8l^,  and  ao  oeceaaarj  far  the  lupport  of  muttitudea, 
then  lay  under  aucb  difficultiea  aoc  diaoourage^ienla, 
that  nothing  leaa  than  its  utter  ruin  wai  apprehended, 
Vidiout  the  immediate  intetpoeitioa  of  ParliaiueDi." 
"  At  the  coDclaaion  of  our  lut  Tolume,  we  saw  tl 
nation  involved  in  the  moat  diatreaslul  cirqimstan^ea 
that  conld  well  be  imagined;  our  Inanubcturaa  a( 
aland,  commerce  almost  totally  annihilaLsd,  proviiii 
•xtraraigBDlly  dear,  and  a  numerous  populace  ane 
^oyed,  without  the  means  of  proeniing  a  livelAooil. 
ikidi,  and  ao  gloomy,  waa  the  prospect  that  opened  at 
b*me." — Voi.  ue.  jfnn.  S^. 

Down  to  the  beg:iDDiiiff  of  the  Atneriran  war, 
Ibia  ma  Daifonnly  coDsiaered  aa  ihe  most  power- 
fid  itutroment  in  our  hands  to  oblige  Britain  to 
aonsjusiice.  ^tnce  that  time,  ilwilloe  found  that 
ihe  Eune  sentrment  baa  been  eipressed  by  the 
RotReof  RepreeentatiTCS  of  the  Uoiied  Stales. 
fijr  B  rpcurretjce  to  thp  Journals  it  will  be  seen 
that,  on  ttie21atof  April,  1794,  this  TesolutioD  was 
adapted: 

"  Wherat,  The  inioriea  which  hava  been  atiflired, 
•qd  may  be  autTered,  bj  the  Untied  Slates,  from  *ioia- 
tiona  committed  by  Qreat  Britain,  on  their  tientral 
rjghta  and  commerelBl  intereeta,  as  treH  aa  from  her 
Bdlaia  to  execute  At  aeventh  article  of  the  Treatr  of 
reaee,  render  it  eipedieat  for  the  intereata  of  the  Uni- 
ted Stales  thai  the  cemmerdal  interconree  between  ^e 
nro  oonnaiea  ahauld  net  coutiniia  to  be  carried  oa  in 
Ihe  extent  at  present  allowed ; 

"JiasafH^  That,fi«BiandaAe>thefintday  ofNo- 
'asnber  next,  all  eommetpi^  iDteroBune  between  the 
eiluenaof  the  Oniled  States  and  ^e  sub[ectaaf  the 
iimg  of  Great  Britain,  ar  the  dlinns  or  rab^ect*  of 
*ny  Dtber  natjoik,  so  for  as  Iha  aaiite  respeola  arddes  of 
the  growth  or  manufacture  of  Qreat  Biitaia  or  Irriaad, 
Aatlbe  pivhibiled." 

Thh  resoltiiion  wag  decided  by  yeM  and  nays, 
and  1  find  there  v^re  for  It  98  yeir^  and  againsi  it 
38  nays.  Among  tbose  who  voted  in  favor  of  it, 
I  find  my  own  name,  asscciaied  with  the  names 
of  meo  with  whom  it  has  always  be*n  my  pride 
and  pleasure  !□  act.  And  amonz  these,  I  hod  the 
naiaeafaMadiiOQ,aBaldwin,aNii:holas.BCMrk, 
aTeABbI(.aBluuiii,ai)d  a  Macon.  It  will  be  seen, 
too,  thm  tkis  lesoluiioa  want  mneli  [luibat  ibaiL 


that  wlurb  is  now  proDoaed — that  it  weot  to  lb« 
length  of  prohibiting  all  ia tcreourae,  while  tba  pi;&- 
sent  resolution  is  canGned  to  ptohibitjog  imports, 
and  does  not  apply  at  all  to  otir  exports. 

Willi  regard  to  the  efTeci  of  this  measare  uma 
the  revenue,  1  believe  it  will  hava  such  an  effect, 
to  a  certain  degree,  but  1  aia  far  fata  believing  it 
will  be  to  the  amouat  talked  of.  I  have  no  doubt 
that  we  will  obtain  frogi  other  oonatriee  what  wUl 
Euf&ce  for  our  Wants,  witbout  applying  (o  Orea| 
Britain.  But  suppose  ijier«  ahould  b«  a  grealci 
deficiency  in  our  rereoue.  aad  sDppoae  we  shall 
not  gel  frofli  other  couniriea  all  lae  afticleswe 
want,}  are  we  LO  comftare  these  pflvattoaa  wi^tt 
the  sacrifice  of  our  rights  as  a  Dalian  f  I,faT«oe, 
anioi  Uie  opioioA,  thai  ifve  weie  not  to  coawne 
half  iba  Imariea,  and  many  of  the  eonvenijtnce* 
ai  present  imported,  we  should  be  aa  happy  aawa. 
now  are.  This  would  have  one  excellent  vStcV-r 
it  would  revive  that  spirit  of  indiMtry  which  our 
large  imporuiions,  so  fat  as  relates  to  gunily  saan- 
ufaciuree,  have  almost  aoiiibiUled.  I  coAuot  *b> 
what  is  U  prereat  every  fatnjjy  aatoog  us  atHBi^ 
faeturiog  What  »  ucoeeMry  foi  tbeir  own  w«^r. 
bis  truiEjWemichlKauibeQaeclotbesireweBC, 
ani  ouf  wives  be  deprived  of  ihair  silk  gowna, 
but  would  ibisdinuniih  our  bapptDeaal  Ar^wcb 
ptivBjjons  to  be  put  kiio  com  petition  witb  the  prtta* 
eivalicn  of  our  rights  7  I  hope  (hers  aijll  renama 
toomuch  of  ihat^Beient  virtue  wbicbontqglpfHil 
in  the  AinetioaB  br«aM  to  oonider  ihia  an  ua  evil.. 
I  coafew  I  WW  ^tceediogly  aurpriseA  yeaterday, 
u>  hear  my  eollwgua,  {M/.l,  Ci,av,)  cominjc  frona 
one  of  ibe  firat  CDmmeteial  mties  m  the  UaM«, 
eiprtssinc  bis  deafwir  of  the  ririwe  of  the  Asaai- 
can  people — expretsiog  the  opioion  that  oHt  p«o> 
pie  could  BOC  hold  oM  aiz  or  eigM  noaths  agaiaat. 
such  a  loeasure.  Is  it  poasibla  ibai  anoh  ad  id^ 
can  bt  cotrecl  1  1*  it  pomible  that  a  fear.  jMwa 
have  wrot^ht  suefa  a  change  in  the  charMierof  k 
people  famed  bu  their  virtue,  and  disiMguisbed  fW 
the  sacrifices  tb«y  have  made  f  laiipoaaibla  ^t 
Itutiuy  baa  made  suoh  iotoada  upon  ua,  iJiac  aUi 

r  ancient  virtue  is  Koa«1    I,foi  DDe,caiiBDLtet. 

lievt,  that,  if  the  Ameriean  people  ar«  ptac«i 

.  tbe  same  aiiUBtlon,  they  will  sot  abriab  froB. 
diDger.  I  shall  be  relucianily  obliged  to  beliare 
ao.  i  think  beU«r  of  lltetn.  I  have  aeek  then 
true  to  bbenuelrea  in  worae  times  tluui  (bese.  and 
I  never  have  yet  se«a  tbem,  in  any  tinws,  Aiscti 
fketn  a  Mrformaace  of  their  duly. 

AnotDfr  eioressioa  of  my  coileagM  also  a«r- 
prised  me.  He  said  this  measure  would,  to  (be 
opinion  of  every  man,  justify  reialiation.  This  is 
pronouncing  it  a  war  measure,  uale^  by  reudi*- 
lios  he  mpaiiecaiDinercial  retaliation,  Ifaememn 
retaliatioB  by  meaaa  of  fleets  and  aroiie*,  it  u  & 


In  order  lo  get  rid  of  the  effiwt  of  the  opinioa 
pTe».vd  by  ibe  Legtafatur*  is  1794,  tha  gMile- 
ibbd  assigns  a  most  ezirauTdinaty  reaaoa.  Hn 
tells  you  81  that  lime  lber«  was  such  an  eotlluai- 
asmandatuchoienltoibeFreecb  naiioo,  that  tlte 
AmeriaaA  people  were  ready  to  draw  tbeir  awonU 
n  b«i  filler.  - 1  am  wt«^  bomeTBt,  kbal,  by  a  Mt- 
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d  ia  (be  citv,  wbara  that  ^nlleraan  as  well 

M  myMir  midea,  he  will  peroMve  the  iaoorrect- 
neMofhiiraiiikrk.  I  oeTeiTetmetwithaay  man 
irito  tbonghl  wa  would  be  Jinlified  in  interfering 
is  the  e<«t«at  at  Pfanca  with  the  deapols  of  Eu- 
i*pe.  TIm  entbaiiaain  felt  for  France  I  well  re- 
nMmber.  We  eonaidefed  her  aa  cont^ding  for 
tlw  rigbta  of  bumMi  nstaie,  and  our  wishes  were 
ardMit  far  ttei  sucecu.  ADoiher  circamstaoee 
haigktMied  th«se  feetiofs:  we  Taeolleeied  the  ler- 
vioMibefaBd  reoderedDviatimesof disirei's.  Bot, 
wtth<t<ig«r4  to  aweriog  into  the  war  in  her  faror, 
I  iMTw  kntw  «  mao,  who  I  cMld  say  was  to  bis 
aaDiet,  for  it  This,  therefore,  eould  have  no  effect 
ia  earryiog  iha  reaolution  I  mtc  juH  read. 

ThegeDtkmsB  fnxa  Virginia  Mi  lold  as,  that, 
!■  Miaptimg  tbia  mooture,  we  ohall  be  goaded  by 
coaHiiwcial  iaww I  into  a  bob  teal  wiihBiitain  on 
the  scat.    F«r  one,  I  hope  we  shall  hare  do  war. 

eateftaio  great  hopes  that  it  will  ksTe  the  e^t 
wa  wish.  When  weeoosidar  the  sitDation  of  Brit- 
aia^  w*  nwy  be  eODfidem  that  she  will  aot  wish 
to  Mcreaae  ma  Dumber  of  her  eHemies,  and  it  wiQ 
mtif  besood  policy  in  her  to  avoid  taking  that 
graoiul  imc4  will  uiTe  this  elleot. 

Bnt  the  ganfleiaaa  frotn  VivgiBJa  tells  ui  that 
tka  ainutUHi  of  Bnglaad  is  different  from  what  it 
WW  ia  1703.  A^ed  $  bdt  tbat  ehanga  is  in  oor 
iavar.  Oieat  Bruam  has  at  pnMOt  her  babda  so 
fall,  itMt  she  will  not  wiab  to  incPMM  her  ene- 
niea.  Tha  vrnti  of  the  prtient  voMeM  am  ex- 
tKonaly naeaitaia.  IfttM^perorofFimBOeahaU 
paam  aactaatfaj,  aad  iMake  a  peaee  on  the  eoDli- 
■mM,  to  tka  eaMOHon  of  OrMt  Britaia,  he  will 
nodoobiodiy  ahot  out  Briliafa  ma dh&c tares  from 
«*«rT  part  af  Europe.  The-  pretenl,  tkerefore,  is 
ibo  iwM  faroraUe  ame  for  ponuiag  oar  measoreB. 

Tbo  geolleuua  atio  iD<}wrea.  what  will  Eag- 
la»d  My  of  our  oondoDt  to  Spata  |  He  lameau 
thai  hia  tips  on  tkia  lo^eet  are  ohned.  I  too  la- 
neat  t^at  mioaare  chwed.  I  wish  to  God  that 
•oarf  ward  nid  while  our  doors  were  cloaed,  and 
that  every  measore  enlerad  into,  wwe  known  to 
avoty  won,  wotnn.aBd  child,  in  Atneriea.  I  sball 
aot  eo  ibia  aooanoo  My  more,  bal  to  exprets  the 
bopa  that  tha  day  i*  not  distant  whea  the  genlle- 
maa%  statemenEa  will  be  racitted  by  a  complete 
dioeloMra. 

The  wna  gantteiiMD  bat  avowed  hia  hostilily 
to  s  earian  nation  and  he  is  willing  to  go  to  wai^ 
with  her,  bapaosa  a«  eonaidtrs  ber  feeble,  and  be- 
ca— c  sbo  baa  ba«n  goillr  of  anrewioBs  on  onr 
lights.  Mighty  aggrawion  I  Which  ia  sotfaing 
tBWe.  than  wbai  iMppeDed  the  other  day  at  De- 
tndl,  where  cartein  Britiah  officers  seired  a  mao, 
wUh-the  view  of  carrying  him  over  tha  Une.  1 
faopo  soah  trivial  tbiaga,  the  oSipriog  of  accident 
or  pHaosal  resenlOMat.  will  never  M  ooDsiiercd 
by  as  c»«st  of  war.  I  aopa  the  Atnwiaan  people 
mil  aeT#r  gotowor  wb«n  ihey;  caa  avoid  it  wilh- 
ODi  m  aaeritae  of  basioi  or  justice.  For  my  part 
I  iTnnnr  ««c  what  this  measiire  has  to  do  with 
OH  afiaira  with  Spain.  Have  wa  not  ■  right  to 
WMtaga  thoae  aOiin  utdapaadtst  of  SatUBd  1 


Have  we  got  to  Ibis,  that  we  aie  to  consider  Ba- 
gland  as  a  party  to  our  iraoMetions  with  other 
nations  1  Id  our  afbirs  with  Spain,  we  are  doing 
Bogland  do  injury,  and  she  has  no  right  to  inter- 
fere with  ibe  exercise  of  out  rights  as  an  inde- 
pendeat'DBtion. 

The  reotlemac  asks  willil  be  politic  to  strength- 
en the  hands  of  France,  to  invigorate  the  power 
that  threatras  the  sabjugarioa  oftheworld?  Howr 
bis  topic  has  been  brought  into  view,  I  cannot 
ell.  1  have  do  predilection  to  Prance.  I  have 
DO  attachment  to  any  country  but  the  ooe  in  which 
I  live.  I  am  willing  to  do  justice  to  all  natione, 
and  [0  retiuire'it  from  all.  Bot  suppose  Bonaparte 
should  succeed  ia  the  conquest  of  Europe?  It 
will  be  a  long  time  before  it  can  be  effected ;  and 
if  effected,  it  will  be  found  thai  a  fleet  Is  not  the 
work  of  a  day.  It  will  be  found  to  be  tbe  work  of 
years,  and  years  of  peaee  too,  before  he  can  pos- 
sess sufficient  ships  and  seamen  lo  destroy  the 
British  navy.  And  what  are  the  dreadful  terrors 
of  the  French  Oovernmentf  There  appears  at 
tbe  bead  or  her  affairs  a  man  who  transcend*  in 
tatenis  and  emtntiOB  the  other  pcteoiaies  of  En- 
rope.  Bat  is  there  aaythiag  permanent  in  this? 
Much ;  everything  may  depend  on  his  brittle  life. 
On  his  fall,  »b4  may  become  as  feeble  as  she  ever 
before.  Tbe  nation  we  ought  to  fear,  accord- 
to  the  geaileman  from  Viiginia,  is  not  that 
ch  has  the  aeinal  commaud  of  the  sea.  No, 
tbe  geotlemaa  is  not  afraid  of  her,  but  of  tbe  na- 
tion which  may  have  the  command  of  it  hereaf* 
ler.  I  should  regret  to  see  any  nation  of  Europe 
blotted  ont  of  existence.  I  hope  that  Bonaparte 
never  conquer  England,  or  England  eouquei 
Pruice.  Bot  I  cannot  attach  much  importance 
to  diaMDt,  while  I  am  menaced  by  present  dan- 

Tfae  gentleman   has  also  portrayed  At  great 

inger  to  the  Constituiloo  from  war.    I  agree 

iih  him.    I  too  deprecate  war.    I  consider  it  one 

of  tbe  worst  evils  that  can  befall  mankind.    But 

I  have  already  shown  that  this  is  not  a  war, 

but  a  peace  measure,  his  remarks  do  not  apply. 

I  know  that  war  is  attended  bv  numeroos  ertla, 

that  it  not  ooly  exhausts  oor  blood  and  trcasni^ 

bat  that  it  has  a  still  more  fatal  effect  on  our  man- 

Siill  am  I  not  willing  lo  prostrate  the  dig' 

oily,  the  interest,  and  the  honor  of  my  country, 

even-  if  war  shoold  be  the  consequence. 

Tbegenilemanhasalso sounded  aD alarm  among 
I  because  this  is  not  a  measure  of  the  Cabioet. 
That  gentleman,  however,  knows  ftillwell  thstany 
member  on  this  floor,  without  even  consulung 
any  of  his  fellow  members,  much  less  the  Cibinet, 
has  a  r^lit  to  bring  forward  any  reeoluiion  he 
pleases.  Bat  ha  saio  at  tbe  same  time  there  was 
no  Cabinet.  How  then  coold  he  expect  us  to  con- 
sult ihe  CiihiBei,  when  no  such  ihiog  exists  1  My 
friend,  who  offered  this  resolution,  showed  it  to 
me  before  be  pre^oited  it.  1  concurred  in  it,  and 
I  now  idvowie  ii,  because  I  think  it  right,  and 
[he  gentlemaa  wiU  not  deov  that  every  gentle- 
men on  this  floor  has  equal  rights. 

The  gentletnaa  has  also  (old  us  that  France  in 
1793  *nsdai»g  wbatEngtand  nowdoes,  that  aha 
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was  fighiiDg  the  baiiles  of  ihe  wurld.  For  m; 
pul  1  do  Dot  believe  the  world  is  indebted  la  either 
of  those  Dalioaa,  much  less  do  I  believe  that  we 
are.  But  this  same  Englaod  can  do  wonders ; 
and  it  seems  we  ate  cot  to  contend  for  our  rights 
with  her,  lest  she  should  get  outofhuraor  wiib 
us.  I  know  the  power  of  the  English  fleet,  and  I 
know  we  cannot  contend  with  it.  Debauched, 
however,  as  her  Government  is,  1  do  not  believe 
she  will  go  to  war  with  us;  but  if  she  does  not,  it 
will  not  Be  owin^  to  the  caation  we  have  observed 
iit  discussing  (his  subject.  Of  this  nation,  thus 
represented  as  fighiiog  the  battles  of  [he  world.  I 
may  perhaps  have  formed  a  wrong  opinion,  in  tae 
estimate  [  have  formed  of  her  humanity  and  jus- 
tice. Qo  to  the  East  Indies ;  throw  your  eves  on 
Africa;  look  back  on  the  American  Revaluiion, 
and  talk  of  her  humanity  I  Apjdaud  her  for  jus- 
lice,  when  there  is  not  a  nation  on  earth  at  this 
day  H>  much  disposed  to  be  hostile  tons!  Sir, 
■be  will  never  forgive  us  for  having  achieved  our 
independence.  Her  hosiility  is  invigorated  by 
anoUier  circumstance.  She  is  the  first  cradiug 
nation  in  the  world — we  are  the  second.  We  in- 
terfere with  her  aggrandizement,  and  she  has.  de- 
termined to  crush  us.  She  is  proceeding  step  by 
step  in  the  work  of  destruction,  and  if  wa  are  so 
pusillanimous  as  to  submit,  she  will  push  onto 
otir  ruin  and  disgrace.  The  gentleman  has- told 
us  that  if  we  aid  aav  Power,  in  her  efforts  to  de- 
■troy  Britain,  we  shall  en  danger  ourselves.  Indeed, 
sir,  so  many  evidences  of  the  trieadship  of  this 
nation  are  brought  before  qs,  that  it  only  wants  ex- 
perieucB  to  believe  them.    . 

Weare  told  by  the  same  gentleman,  that  France 
will  do  UB  the  honor  only  to  make  us  the  last  naiioa 
she  devours.  Why  all  this  clamor  about  France, 
when  she  is  not  iujuring  us,  while  we  are  so  lame 
to  other  nations  who  are  violating  our  dearest 
rights  1  I  trust  we  shall  know  how  to  respect  our- 
selves with  whatever  uution  we  have  to  deal,  and 
if  France  acts  to  us  as  England  has  done,  that  we 
Tvill  treat  her  as  we  are  now  for  treating  England. 
But  till  this  time  arrives  these  remarks  are  mis- 
applied. 

1  come  now  to  reply  to  one  thing  said  by  the 
gentleman  from  Virginia,  which  I  am  very  sorry 
1  am  under  the  necestiiy  of  doing.  The  fata  of 
ihiscouD  try  is  placed  iniiresponsibTe  hands.  Tom, 
Dick,andHBrEy^ught(obeputiQlas(raigbt  waist- 
coats 1  Whether  this  language  is  consistent  with 
Ihe  respect  due  to  this  House,  or  to  this  natiou,  I 
leave  the  gentleman  to  judge  for  himself.  I  will 
grant  that  that  gentleman  has  a  right  to  the  ex- 
ercise of  his  opmion  on  all  political  subjects.  1 
will  even  allow  that  he  has  a  mind  more  luminous 
than  belongs  to  most  men.  But  I  will  also  say, 
that  the  rights  which  he  claims  for  himself  he 
ought  to  allow  to  his  fellow  members.  If  1  en- 
tertain an  opinion  which  is  wrong,  and  any  man 
can  convince  me  it  is  so,  I  am  ready  lo  acknow- 
ledge it;  but  how  comes  the  gentleman  lo  repre- 
sent all  the  members  on  this  fioor  as  a  set  of  fools  ? 
Why,sir,if  1  were  to  pretend  to  say  tbatJohn  Locke 
was  aibol,  that  Milton  was  a  bad  poet,  that  Bacon 
was  a  miseuble  lawyer,  whatever  my  intaotioa 


might  he,  I  should  not  derogue  from  their  chama- 
ters.  I  believe  this  will  ue  the  case  with  the 
memhets  of  this  House,  and  that  the  character  of 
DO  man  iu  it  will  be  sSecied  by  his  charge.  I  can 
look  through  tbis  body  and  see  many  of  my  fed- 
low  members,  whose  voice  is  never  heard  on  this 
'floor,  on  whose  judgment  I  can  place  as  high  a 
reliance,  as  on  those  whose  talaats  are  tbe  tnoat 
coaspicuDUfily  displayed.  Ibeg  the  Committee  will 
excuse  me  for  the  large  portion  of  their  time- 1 
have  consumed  on  points  so  little  connected  with 
the  question  under  coasi deration.    I  will  coaclud« 


e  additional  remarks  bo- 


what  I  have  at  present  to  say,  reserving  u>  myself 
iheriKbtof  makiogromei  '"  '       '  '    ' 

fore  tbe  question  is  taken. 

Mr.  JoHK  RAttnoLFB. — Mr.  Chairman,  1  did 
expect,  on  coming  into  the  House  this  morning, 
that  (he  friends  of  the  resolution  under  discussioa 
would  have  brought  forward  some  argumenta  to 
show  (what  ihey  liad  studiously  avoided)  tbai  the 
ability  to  eoerce  Great  Britain  is  within  the  eon- 
pass  of  this  nation's  power ;  that  this  power  ought 
now  to  be  exerted,  and  ttjat  the  proposed  measun 
is  equal  to  the  desired  effect.  It  behooTea  them 
to  demonstrate  all  this,  before  they  ask  for  onr 
support.  I  did  not  come  down  to  the  House  with 
the  expectation  of  JtsteniDg  lo  a  gross  misrepreseitt' 
ationofroy  expressioQS  yesterday,  loose  and  danl- 
lory  as  1  allow  them  to  have  been;  much  leas 
wss  X  prepared  to  hear  such  mitreDteseDtatioas 
from  the  lips  of  aged  men,  whom  I  haM  treated 
with  invariable  and  guarded  reaped;  betweeo 
whom  and  my«elf  there  has  long  existed  a  politi- 
cal friendsbip— real,  on  my  part,  apparent  on 
theirs.  I  did  not,  indeed,  expect  to  bear  partiei^ 
lar  expressions,  used  by  me  in  the  ardor  of  debate, 
broken  and  culled  from  their  coanecting  mem- 
bers, and  mutilated  and  tortured  iulp  meanings 
which  CO  Id- blooded  malioe  alone  could  bare  £- 
vised.  Sir,  in  this  way  of  proceeding  (withooi 
intending  any  prt^aoe  comparison)  the  BiUe  it- 
self may  be  made  to  preach  atheism,  to  deelaia 
that  there  is  no  God.  "  The  fool  saiih  in  his  heart 
there  is  no  God."  Taken  toother,  it  is  ins|Hred 
wisdom ;  dismember  it,  it  is  impiety. 

It  has  not  been  denied,  by  any  member  ob  tbi* 
floor,  that  the  carrying  trade,  that  the  oommeree 
and  navigation  of  these  Slates,  ought  lo  be  pro- 
tected. The  only  qaestion  is  ^lo  modo  7  Hara 
yuu  tbe  ability  to  pioiect  them  by  wac,  and  era 
they  of  sufficient  value  to  justify  the  expenae  of 
suck  protection?  Weiayno;  they  cannot  pay 
for  so  dear  a  defence,  rich  as  they  may  be.  Btit, 
above  all,  tbeycannot  repay  us  for  tbe  loss  of  oar 
Constitution.  It  is  above  all  price.  We  go  far- 
ther—we  affirm  that  trade  is  now  jvoieeied  by 
the  most  efficient  means  within  our  power — by 
discriminating  duties,  bid  by  the  votes  of  South- 
ern men;  and  yeL  sir,  we  are  threatened  with 
schism,withadiMolutionof  theUnioOgifwedoaol 
adopt  particular  systems,  devised  by  chance,  bo- 
gotien  of  ignorance  or  imbecility.  Are  these  the 
mild  and  conciliatory  plans  «md  ideas  of  whieb 
gentlemen  boast?  Is  this  mildoean?  Istbiscmi- 
ciliatioal  Is  this  peacel  The  gentleman  iitom 
Pemuylvaiiia,  (Mr,  Shilis,)  whb  a  iaoc  of  waa- 
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drcHM  tniponance,  lelli  jon  that,  by  (be  Constt- 
tuioD,  we  bave  power  to  raise  aod  maintaia  ar- 
iBie«,  to  build  and  equip  naTies  ;  Iromwbieb  he 
draws  ifae  iaference  that  (under  wbatever  eircnni' 
Maoees,  I  sappote)we  must  aclnallf  do  what  the 
GoastiiQiion  albwi.  And  yet,  that  genlleraaQ,  in 
fbtmer  times,  voted  with  us  Bfratnst  armies  and 
navieal  Let  bim  justify  hlmRctf,  if  he  can,  Dpon 
U*  new  principles.  I  repeat  it ;  if  the  unjust  ag- 
gMsaions  of  a  foretgti  nalioD,  if  indi^Dtly  aud  in- 
salt  abroad,  are  always  to  prodace  war,  the  gea- 
ttemao  was  eriminal  in  rMusioff  to  support  the 
Admioistraiion  in  1798.  Yes,  you  were  tliea  com- 
pelled to  drain  the  cop  of  brnnlliatioD  to  its  rery 
dregs.  Did  he  pat  that  cup  by  1  Did  he  Tote  for 
fleets  and  armies,  or  a  suspension  of  commeroial 
inlercaDTse  wilb  Ptanee  1  What  was  the  French 
editian  of  the  laws  of  nations  then  7  That  a  bale 
of  Britisfa  manufaclure  ^without  any  question  of 
ennoy's  property)  sbould  subject  to  seizure  and 
eondemnaitoD.  And  what  was  the  British  doc- 
tihrein  1793T  ThatFrance  was,  with  one  sweep 
of  thepea,  in  a  scale  of  eiege  aud  blockade,  aud 
tku  American  floor,  &e.,  shonld  not  he  carried  there 
at  all.  And  yet,  afainsl  these  principle  and  prac- 
tiew,  prepoMerous  and  injurious  as  they  were,  we 
did  not  go  to  war;  at  least  that  genlieman  was 
opposed  to  soeb  war,  if  wai'  it  may  be  called,  as 
waawagwi. 

Butjwliilst  I  aeknowledge  the  carrying  trade 
la  ba  TolM^le  to  a  certain  extent,  I  mnst,  unless 
I  abandon  erery  pretension  to  the  character  of  a 
pDliticiaB,BCtooexiBtingcireiHiiaianceB,oo  tbioes 
M  tkej  ate,  not  as  I  bellere  tbey  ought  to  be.  In 
east iog  about,  the  first  thing,  or  one  of  tlie  first,  to 
be  considered,  is  rerentiB.  Almost  our  whole  rer- 
•WK  is  dcrired  frtrm  eommeree,  that  is,  from  the 
domesth;  coasmnptniB  of  imports  from  abroad. 
HowtnncheomesfniiQ  the  carrying  trade?  Your 
i^lementa,  I  am  told,  say  9600,000.  Bnt  if  onr 
wkfde  consumption  were  imported  ia  foreign 
boooois,  the  impost  would  exceed  its  present 
aatoaiit  by  elereo  or  tweire  hundred  thousand 
doHnra.  I  warn  gentlemen  against  a  miwepresent- 
aiion  of  this  bet.  Ain  I,  therefore,  desirous  to 
gaiD  this  increase  at  the  expense  of  onr  naviga- 
tion %  Far  from  it.  It  would  be  to  kill  the  goose 
tbtlays  ih«  golden  eggs.  But  what  is  this  branch 
of  the  carrying  trade,  for  which  gentlemen  would 
sacrifice  not  only  our  navigation  and  commerce, 
bat  the  agriculture  and  Conctitutioo  of  the  coun- 
try ?  LocA  at  this  trade,  which  is  to  be  guarded 
at  every  risk,  and  the  men  who  follow  it.  Do 
tbey  carry  your  prodocti  abroad,  and  bring  back 
good*  for  home  consumption  1  No,  tbey  plunge 
ihatT  hands  into  your  pockets  for  drawback. 
Daring  Ibia  very  lesaiou  (bey  threatened  to  plun- 
d«  the  Treasury  of  millions,  by  a  bill  happily  ar- 
rested on  its  passage.  If  our  fair  trade  is  not  pro- 
tected, how  comes  it  that  it  bas  grown  with  a  ra- 
pidity before  unheard  of  in  any  are,  unknown  in 
any  nation  9  That  growth  has  been  nonrished 
by  protecting  duties,  fostered  by  onr  neutral  post- 
tioD.  We  are  the  real  friends  of  your  narigatioo. 
It. baa  grown  beneath  tbe  shade  of  diaeriminating 
dmiae ;  floBrished'in  the  annakise  at  tba  neutral 


chsracicr;  with  the  first  blight  of 

I  am  accused  too  with  stigmatizing  the  mer- 
chants of  the  United  States.  I  deny  the  charge. 
Every  profession  aod  calling  of  human  life  is  dis- 
graced by  aoworlby  members.  The  law  has  its 
pettifoggers,  the  church  its  hypocrites,  medicine 
and  politics,  too,  sir,  have  their  empirics  ;  and  if 
there  be  two  profeacions  in  the  world,  which  can 
be  setecied  fof  a  tendeocy  lo  develop  the  pre-ex- 
isting germ  of  imperfection  planted  in  onr  nature, 
they  are  the  profesifon  of  (he  lawyer  and  the  oc- 
cupation of  tne  trader.  And  wherefore?  Because 
ihey  open  the  wide  field  of  tempfaiion.  The 
wisest  prayer  that  ever  was  or  can  he  devised  for 
human  infirmity,  is  that  which  teaches  us  to  de- 
precate sach  trials:  "We  beseech  (hee,  lead  ns 
not  into  remptaiion!"  What  is  the  fact?  Whilst 
we  boast  of  honor  on  this  floor,  our  name  has  he- 
come  a  by-word  among  the  nalioos.  Europe,  and 
Paris  especially,  swantis  with  pseado-Americans, 
with  Anglo  and  Qallo-Americans,  and  American 
Preneh  and  English,  who  have  amaxsed  immense 
fortunes  by  trading  In  the  neutral  character,  by 
setting  it  up  to  auction  and  selling  to  the  best  bid- 
der. Men  of  (his  description,  striplings,  without 
connexions  or  character,  have  been  known  to  hay 
rich  Teasels  and  (heir  cargoes  in  Amsterdam  ana 
Antwerp,  and  trade  with  them,  under  the  Ameri- 
can name,  to  the  Indies.  Neutral  character  has 
constituted  one  of  the  best  remittances  for  coloni- 
nial  produce,  or  the  goods  which  purchase  it;  and 
the  trade  in  this  commodity  of  neutrality  has 
proved  a  most  lucrative  branch  of  traffic.  This 
It  is  that  has  sook  and  degraded  the  American 
name  abroad,  and  subjected  the  fair  trader  to  vex- 
atious  seizure  and  detention.  But  I  am  asked  if 
we  shall  submit  to  a  tame  and  dastardly  abandon- 
ment of  our  rights;  and  by  those,  loo,  who  have 
made  a  cowardly  surrender  of  our  best  interests 
and  our  honor,  when  we  were  well  able  to  main- 
tain them?  I  beg  leave  (o  reply  to  this  question 
by  asking  another;  Are  you  prepared  to  assert 
them  ;  to  go  all  lengths  to  eoforce  them  t  Is 
what  consists  true  dignity  f  In  vaporing  in  the 
newspapers?  In  printed  handbills  and  resolu- 
tions ?  Or  in  taking  ground  which  you  can  and 
will  maintain  ;  which  no  change  of  fortune  shall 
compel  you  to,desertT    Aut  nunguam  tente*,aut 

Srfict.  Does  the  gentleman  want  a  translation? 
ereisooe  truly  American;  "BiickjOrgolhroueh." 
This  is  true  dignity ;  can  he  give  a  better  defini* 
lion?  And  what  eonsiituies  false  digniiy?  Play- 
ing the  part  of  a  Bobadil — bullying  England  and 
truckling  to  Spain — I  beg  pardon,  there  is  no 
Spain — bullying  England  and  truckling  toFrance. 
This  you  have  done;  you  know  it.  When  gen- 
tlemen tell  us  of  their  willingness  to  publish  our 
proceedings,  why  do  Ihey  not  clear  the  salleriea 
and  take  aS  the  injunction  of  secrecy  7  Let  their 
private  vote  correspond  with  their  public  profea- 
sion.  And  let  me  tell  the  gentleman  from  Penn- 
sylvania (Mr.  Shilie)  (hat  I  would  rather  have 
hJBV0(e  than  hisspeechat  any  time.  Who  would 
suppose,  had  he  not  averred  it,  that  he  held  silence 
aod  good  sense  jn  aodi  high  respect,  that  he  pre- 
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felted  the  ulm  decisioni  oT  <)uiet  viwtom  to  the 
effuBioDS  of  empty  girrutity  1 

Tbegenilemao  fiDm  New  York  ha*  told  u«,tbat 
■fler  iht:  call  of  ihe  Executive  for  firm  raeasurea, 
he  did  not  expect  thU  oppositkin.  Add  does  he 
call  this  a  firm  measure  1  What  would  have  beeo 
•fijii) measure!  Aaembargo.  That  would  have 
gone  to  ibe  root  of  the  evil.  But  that,  lir,  would 
1)01  h«ve  suited  your  Proteua  poliiiciaiu.  There 
could  have  beea  no  evasion  of  tttaL  But  your 
alippery  caeicaDlile  eeii  can  ilide  over  or  u^der 
lhj«  provision,  and  leave  the  vhole  burdefi  of  suf- 
ferins  to  fall  on  the  i^aoter,  the  iarmer,  and  the 
teal  AmerieaD.  The  whole  revenue  (we  are  told) 
uderived  fro oi  commerce.  Who  pays  iiultimaiely 
bat  the  coDsuDoer,  and  with  ai  large  a  profit  aa  the 
merehanl's  advance  of  tbedutieg  (often  a  mere  ad- 
vance of  credii)  as  he  feceivesfiom  any  other  pan 
of  his  capilal  7  These  new-ideaa  of  SrmaHs  are 
etiher  above  or  below  my  cotoptebenwoD.  ^sd 
because  we  ar^e  aexlous  to  see  the  publio  debt  paid 
off  and  the  true  inieretteof  iheqauon  m*uDtBu>ed 
— because  vre  wilt  noi  abandoQ  the  plough,  and 
atruggle  to  restiain  Eieeutive  influeoe^  we  are 
ch&mel  with  hostility  to  all  commeroe,  with  is- 
■ensibility  to  the  honor  of  oui  country,  Whea 
our  doors  were  !ihut,th<s  is  no  breach  of  confidence. 
On0  of  my  colleague*  called  for  the  readiog  of  a 
Heuaoc  from  the  Prtsident,  eooa  after  he  came 
into  office.  It  vaa  the  matt  aeveie  aad  cuiiine 
a^e  thikt  ever  man  liiteDed  \o.  I  My  it  wee  a 
bitter  aatire  on  your  proceediogt^  then  and  nov* 
II  recomnianded  the  application  of  our  reaourcea 
U  a  *peedy  dlsebajge  of  tt)*-  public  debt,  a  rigid 


•Ififuag  ihem  to  the  literal  objeclf  and  amoupt 
of  our  appropriations.  WhatialbecommeBCaryl 
In  time  of  peace  (for  I  tiuat  no  oim  wUl  call  ihit 
windmill  Miackon  Tripoli,  war)  the  expend  itmre* 
of  the  Naf  y  Department  (w  laj  Irom  CAch  item 
ofexpeoM  oein^  limited  by  the  ipcciflc  appropri- 
■(ionfor  that  olyect)hareMceeded  the  gross  sum 
Appropriated  for  that  branch  of  the  public  service 
tizty  per  cent  Aad  if  this  is  a  specimen  of  the 
yearly  cost  of  hulks  tottiog  in  the  mud,  what  es- 
timate  can  you  make  of  the  disburseraeotsin  time 
of  actual  war  agaiust  a  powerful  maritime  Slate, 
when  your  sevettiy-fours  are  ready  for  sea 7  This 
is  ttaked  truth ;  it  rests  oit  figures.  If  it  be  not  true, 
how  coiocs  it  tfaat  we  have  passed  two  appropri- 
ation laws,  to  the  araouat  of  six  hundred  lAousand 
dollars,  during  the  present  sessioQ,  to  cover  the 
n«Ty  deficiencies  of  the  last  year,  almost  the  only 
bills  that  we  have  paEsed  1  Yes,  sir,  I  am  for  pay- 
ing one  debt  ofi'  (the  cost  of  a  fonnet  war)  befeie 
I  enter  into  aaulher  and  score  up  a  second.  1  con 
fess  myself  to  be  among  the  number  of  those  poll 
ticians  (gentlemen  may  style  them,  visioflarv  if 
they  please)  who  hailetl  the  Presidetit  of  the  Uni- 
led  States  as  tfaepoiiiicalUesMali.  tent  to  convince 
an  unbelieving  world  Ihai  a  debt,  once  funded, 
might  be  paiJoS;  without  the  ioierventioo  <^  ■ 
■ponoe.  li  in  this  1  wu  viiionary,  at  least  I  wa* 
noialone.  The  promise  hat  been  large,  the  nation 
uUa  for  lu  petXumanoe.    liook  at  ih«  fltcasuiw 


TteaU, 

ill  appear  tbatyoa  have  M«ri* 
new  debt  a*  TON  bare  paM^ 
of  ^iaaipBJ^payiHg  the  ia* 


of  the  QovernDteRt,  and  when  yoa  rerkon  the  Lou- 
isiana debt,  that  created  nnder  ibe  British  Tre 
and  someoihcr*,  i  t  will  appe 
Bco«ed  up  Bs  much  new  d 
oftfieoli]-    I  speak  o_  .    ,    , 

lerestofadebtisDotdimHuAiocit— aodmrfriaBl. 
from  Pennsylvania  (Mr.  Cur)  must  hue  lakM 
theialeMMiBtohiaU^aaeonntofyaaMnlajr-  Tha 
amount  of  Minoipal  redeemed  isleMlhaaeigktMB 
millions.  If  gentlamen  deny  ilw*,  let  them  refoc  M 
ibe  TreasBry  etawiBCiMe  laid  before  «•■!  thaofWi 
ing  of  the  aeuion,  or  ea|l  upov  the  head  of  ikmt 
deparinuBt  to  Hale  the  amotlBt  of  4eibt  paid  aad 
created,  within  tna  Uh  five  yaan.  BiM  yoa  wUI 
be  told,  for  yonr  moner  you  base  value  recein^ 
at  1<«K.  This  I  fiaely  acknewledffe.  I  woM 
have  ^ven  the  sum  for  the  Dettaof  the  MitsiMip 
pi,  if  It  could  not  have  been  boMfaUy  ^miaad 
"*    '  "    "  >mSpai^ 
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who  had  wrongfully  withheld  our  tialwofdepaa 
it  7  So  far  from  iu  that  we  tell  her  iJiehaexMU 
make  satisfaction  for  that  injury  and  Inanlt;  «■ 


bring  i  I  into  aocoant  againat  hob  Mo,  ne,  wvpurr 
ebaaedfromFraBce,tfierlgbthtpR>prMiaK,agaiaM 
whom  wathea  badn9a«bja«(Meonfil>»t 

1  am  aeeuacd  by  the^entlonaa  Dram  Peanfi* 
vania  (Mi.  Smilib)— ikis  I  suiqiats  is  a  ^eaioMB. 
of  their  eacd9r—{i  ant  MlBetaBl.t«  ay  aojiUat 
whilst  be  is  absent ;  I  am  sorry  be  ka»  fled-hia  aeal> 
— of  designedly  pataii^  »««r  om  of  the  aost  in- 
portant  CoBsJ<len^0B«  praaMMd  by  ite  prwant 
subject— the  impre*e«ieBi  of  «w  •came*.  And 
yet  what  did  that  gaaileiaM  tell  jo»3  That  k* 
hinsdf  (long  a*  b«  kad  (nqaned  on.  yaw  tiMs) 
hadbaencorapelled  tAoaail  nur>iBpot«aattfaBi|is 
that  be  iouoded  ta  aa^.  Tkia  rcaliseaike  piawar^ 
'H>ne  map  may  tfeal  a  haM  wURaaMker  matf 
not  look  over  the  hedge."  I  will  tall  ibeMMla- 
man,  if  I  did  omit  this  topic,  I  kad  snaiMly  ihrtm 
myaelf  into  tl>a  earriage  that  eoavafad  tarn  huws, 
before  I  reeollcctedaod  regwtlad  IL  ThageatiUw 
man  may  say  what  he  plajee^  bqt  ke  aever  kad 
no  man  ever  shall  have  ca«s«  to  apkraid  me  wMk 
flinching  from  any  queslioi)  that  may  be  bcwigkt 
en  this  floor.  Now,  sic,  let  gentknaB  lay  ibaii 
hands  upon  th«ir  hearts  and  aannr  siaoanly  H 
Ihey  do  believe  this  reeolnlioD  ka«  the  nowir  to 
take  one  Ameeioai)  aaamaa  out  itC  a  Briiiak  Mf 
ofwarl  Are  gestlMnaB  hoslila  to  iiiipmiaiiiBl. 
and  yet  friendly  loavaval  war— taaystamairkicfc 
must  eveniaatain  the  iBUndaBtiaB  of  thie  synea 
St  home,  in  the  subverston  (^o»  Ubartioef  Vtt 
them  examine  (he  profound  ar^timeat  of  Jadga 
Foster  on  (hit  aaMeoi.  They  will  find  ibai  Qrmt 
Britain  it  compelled  to  resort  to  it,  to  mainiaia 
her  nand  power  and  hci  exisieace.  Asd  it  is  ba- 
cause  I  am  opposed  to  lesorling  to  tho  sane  expe- 
dient (for  will  any  man  prsciid  (hat  a  great  aary 
canhemannedwithoutuaarriagie  it 7) — becaaae 
1  think  it  abhorrent  (o  the  genius  ofa/rao  people, 
that  I  am  against  rushing  iaio  ibai  naval  war, 
iaiowhichgentieiiMp  wiahtopnc^nialeu*.    No, 


of  Ciosaus  could  aot  sustain  the  expaeaei  mI 
er«a  if  that  objeofivu  Muld  be  raaaovad,  iba  tf^ 
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nNioa  bf  emIiiUmmt  is  too  Ur^  to  mtct  ««nd- 
deo  emergmc)'.  if  yon  have  difficulty -in  pn>- 
ctmsg  iraiaea  te  serve  in  ilte  MediierraDeBD, 
what  will  be  the  cmo  in  •  wv  agaimt  EogUndJ 
Wilb  all  Tfaeir  brarcry,  many  a  man  who  would 
iriUingly  nia«t  the  corsairt,  or  eT<a  the  Doai  aod 
Momieam,  would  feel  relitelant  to  be  ted  to  bat- 
tie  BgSiBU  B  Br'aitb  fleet— «iid  why,  mt'I  Be- 
ccntr,  wairiag  other  coDu^arotions,  &  gnU  pro- 
ponioD  of  our  seaBnn  are  foretgnera — BstiTes  of 
QfMt  Bticatn— who  njU  fael  pteiudioes  jbr  llieir 
nareat  aoujtiry.  Ym,  nr,  ihe  chaneUr  of  lb* 
AmeriMD  aeaiDBn,  like  that  of  the  Deutral  ti»der, 
loo  qAbq  ekidea  our  grasp.  The  motneat  yoa 
make  war,  mmch  aiore  if  yoo  resort  to  impreaa- 
maaia,  ihe  Amencaa  talJor  vanUheit,  be  beeoDcs 
a  Gab}act  of  DtDmaik:  with  tb«  mm  ftoat,  ba 
dinppean  in  a  atglu. 

But  if  I  did  Dol  mtauodeiBtaBd  tbe  genlleiBBn 
from  PenoaylraaiB,  he  said  that  f  had  tr«Bied  the 
lUuae  in  a  maaoer,  of  which,  air,  I  iruit  I  am  in- 
oftpable  of  aoting  lowvrda  any  maemMy,  laaeb 
laaa,  one  of  your  dig:Bitv.  An  I,  indead,  ao  igno- 
raot  of  the  feettogB  of  aian? — sf  the  ebaracler 
Mtd  aompositioB  of  this  Honsa  1  No,  sir,  I  bave 
apefcan  of  certain  pNgecia,  and  their  projeatora,  id 
bSfiuige,  auch  o«y,  a*  I  think  tfaey  ittane,  and 
in  wrhich,  deimiBf  tbe  same  tibertf  which  that 

nkmnn  urgea  and  eiacH,  I  wilt  ever  apeak  of 
•beiiri  Mtl' Ainiattieal  ayaieBB.  Theanihora 
««,  B«  doubt,  intereated  in  diSbeing  die  ridkntoua 
bw4eD  «f  their  diagvate  aa  Wtdety  aa  p«wsiUa.  I 
cao6M  blavc  them  for  it.  6iT,  it  ic  natiinl  lo 
Wiah  f»r  psrtneta  in  our  rtarnt.  Bat  tbe  great 
political  BID  for  whlek  1  have  been  denoimocd  by 
(ha  geatlemBD  froM  PeDBaylTania,  ie,  theopii  ' 
wtiich  I  bave  expKsied  of  a  eartBiQ  book,  wl 


control  dieei 


[.which 


•eaMBto  bebiapoliii^al  Bible.  And,  air,  ba  would 
Imto  nc  conndered  aa  an  incoasidemte  peraoo, 
wbo  weald  tioi  umpla  to  call  Loeke  a  dnace, 
HewtoB  a  driTdier,  and  Pnaklin  a  iourM^man 
printer;  and,  in  an  otaeular  raw,  he  h«s  pro- 
Doiiiic«d  tbw  thi*  book  will  lire  when  he,  aad  I 
Wo,  air,  arc  laid  io  «ur  frarea.  Bnt,  whea  he  coo- 
■tdcT*  his  own  age,  and  the  fraihy  of  lay  constt- 
tMion,  be  will  cDofeaa  titat  be  faaa  allowed  but  a 
AoTt  (pan  far  the  eKlstenee  of  hit  fa*orit»  work. 
Bat  eren  ihoogh  it  ihoald  life  when  we  are  waat- 
iogin  tiieailenttotnb,  ibereifBoihiH^itimycotn- 
ppaitioa  that  Bapiree  to  bcinff  cotutdered  aa  ill 
author.  Who  ii  the  aothor  f  -  Does  ibe  g«ncl»- 
m»a  know  1  Host  we  have  i emi-official  aathor<- 
bfi  ev«o  for  a  title-page  1  No,  sir,  whatever  others 
toavthialLl  ha*e  no  ambHioD  lo  have  written 
Mcb  t  book  aa  thia.  1  abjnre  the  very  idea.  Uo- 
le«B  n><r  UDderstandiog  has  abaodoned  me,  ii  in- 
wiTaaan  abandosmtnt  ef  the  very  doctrine  for 
which  tbe  writn  eontands.  Sir,  the  T«y  caraorr 
view  whieb  I  took  of  thih  aobject  vesterday.  wiK 
aompel  me  into  tome  repetitioo^  nit  I  rauat  b^ 
l»  be  indulged  in  lome  additional  remarka.  What 
hlhedDciriue? 

"In  thnMofi^eweammiB  all  natkna, dieir < 
«U  inMrcoDTae  u  ander  no  other  rtatrictla&B  than  what 
■ay  bi  bnpoted  br  their  teapactiia  iawi,  or  their  mn- 
tail  eatapath.    Mo  one  er  nm«  MtloM  caa  jnaMy 


w  faetwaeB  any  two  oi 


«  of  tbe 


When  war  happena  between  any  two  or  mora  na- 
a,  a  qoaatioii  ariaea,  in  what  Tsapeet  ll  can  aAct 
commerce  of  nationa  not  engaged  in  the  war  1 
Between  tbe  Batiana  not  engaged  ia  tbe  war,  it  ia 
evident  that  the  commerce  cannot  be  afieeted  at  ail  by 
a  war  between  othen. 

ki  a  nation  not  engaged  Inlhewar,  Amaina  iniha 
irlatioDi  of  mity  and  eonitDenasI  punuita,  widi 
each  of  tbe  beOigereDt  nationa,  ai  eiiated  prior  to  the 
wai,  it  would  aaam  that  the  war  could  not  affect  the  in- 
tarceorae  betwam  the  ncntial  and  either  of  the  betlig- 
erent  natiani  i  and  that  the  neatial  oatioB  might  treat 
aad  iTBda  with  aitbn-,  or  both  the  bdligarant  nation^ 
wjth  Um  awwe  freadam  aa  if  no  wv  had  ariaan  be- 
tween  them.  Thia,  aa  the  ganeral  rate,  ia  «>ffident|y 
eatabliihsd." 

Here  it  a  faint  endeaTor  to  eataUiah  the  pitn- 
oiple  that  free  ahipa  make  free  gooda.  But  the 
wrilcE,  as  if  deipairiBg  of  bis  abuity  to.  eShct'it, 
goet  on  W  a»y  ; 

"Batiiwaneh  aathe  trade  of  a  nentnd  natton  whh 
a  balHgareat  natme,  might,  m  eerain  ipadal  oaaaa,  af- 
fect tlw  aabty  of  ita  antagoaiat ;  aaage,  bunded  ck 
iIm  piineiple  of  naeaaailj,  hea  admitted  a  bw  aaotp 
tiava  te  Iba  genoTd  ruia. 

"Utage,"  foanded  on  what?  Rcaaou?  li^t? 
No.  ai* !  on  that  law  which  admits  nothing  tocoiw 
trol  it:  ^Neoesaity,"  that  eanaot  ttoop  to  argu* 
nirai.  If  once  you  admit  that  DMesafty  oa^% 
can,  or  does,  eatabltsh  exceptiona  ro  this  broad  rtri^ 
do  you  not  admit  alt  that  tbe  Britiafa  doctrine  re- 
quires 7  Bpt,  air,  it  will  be  aaid  that  tbe  sole 
legitisiBie  proof  of  this  neoewity  ia  utage;  bat 
UN ge  must  hare  bad  a-beginniog.  and  the  anall 
proceetaoB  which  this  argument  affordt  is  throws 
away  by  tba  aubae^nent  admiaiioB,  that  a  ebaogfl 
in  cirenminuees,  ("in  the  eonraa  of  commerce," 
for  inttBaee,}  will  jastify  a  departure  from  estab- 
liabed  ronxims,  will  warrant  ttte  eoamenceweot 
of  a  new  usage.  As  if  all  the  articles  contraband 
of  war  were  minutely  specified,  and,  by  a  change 
in  the  maxima  and  implements  of  war,  new  and 
iBore  terrible  instrnmcDtt  of  annoyance ehonld  ba 
fabricBied,  would  ibey  not  fall  nnider  the  head  of 
cODlraband  1  And  ii  it  not  demonetraUe,  that  a 
direet  trada  to  Fnace,  in  gunpowder,  or  any  other 
artiflle contraband  of,w*r,  would  be  lees  benefieial 
t«  her,  and  less  injurious  to  her  eueroyi  than  tha 
otrfonial  trade  now  iu  dispute?  And  is  not,  a«- 
cordlegio  this  writer's  ackaewiedgmeBt,  the  leaser 
prineiBle  involved  in  the  ffreater?  Am  I,  tbere- 
fbte,  the  apolt^iat  of  EogGmd  t  I  scorn  to  boeat 
of  my  patriotism.  It  is  indigenous;  and  when  I 
am  Mduced  so  low  as  to  plead  to  the  charge  of 
want  of  love  to  B»y  cotintry,  of  natural  atfeelfoit 
to  my  birlb-ptace,  my  priile  will  tell  me  to  bid 

{oufMnvelljtogo  boTDCBDdhidemy  Bhame.  Am 
the  apologiEt  of  Britaiu  because  your  eauae  baa 
been  weably  d^fvnded,  or  treacheroualy  l)eirayed  1 
Ni>,sirithis"E>Brainer"  is  her  apologist  I  J  have 
not  minately  diaseeted  the  work.  There  waa  no 
oocBGioD  for  it.  It  it  something  like  tbe  edifice 
we  inhabit.  It  is  hardly  worth  while  to  be  esai»> 
iatng  iricBee  uid  eemieea,  and  arohiiraveB  mai 
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stucco  work,  whaa  pou  know  th«  foandation  to 
be  rotiec — whilst  the  baildioe  is  tumbling  about 
our  ears,  nod  iv«  are  obliged  to  seek  reJnge  in 
another.  It  is  not,  indeed,  sir,  worth  nbUe  to  con- 
(ult  the  orden  of  architeemre  in  a  miserable  card- 
bouteof  an  atgumeDtwhiofa  the  firstpuff  of  wind 
must  demolish. 

Sir,  the  HdmiMion  that  «  change  of  eircuia- 
stauces  will  justify  a  depniiure  from  the  estab- 
lished maxims  amoagst  nstiOBS,  was  aa  UDoecea- 
■aryand  fatal  coocessioD,  not  called  for  by  the 
nature  of  the  ease.  What  is  the  "  course  of  cou- 
merce"  now  ?  Totally  changed  in  a  few  short 
years.  The  marine  of  Frenca,  Spain,  and  Hol- 
laed, whether  for  the  purposes  of  trade  or  <mt,  is 
no  more.  They  have  no  longer  nari^tion  or 
navy.  Again,  amongst  a  load  of  qaotadons  from 
Qrotius,aad  Pufiendorf,and  the  Lord  knows  who, 
we  are  told  it  is  the  duty  of  the  neutral  to  observe 
the  strictest  impartiality,  "  to  behave  himself  alike 
to  both  the  belligerenC  parties."  But,  is  it  to  be-, 
have  alike  to  both  parties  to  carry  for  him  who 
cannot  carry  for  himself,  to  throw  Ine^gia  of  neu- 
trality over  a  oommeroa  which  he  can  no  longer 
protect ;  to  tave.him  all  ihe  danger,  expense,  and 
riskof  cooToy  and  wariusarance?  ThisisahoU 
low,  delpbic  reciprocity;  reciprocity  to  the  e«r, 
but  not  to  the  sense.  If  you  carry  conttabaud,  or 
attempt  to  enter  &  blockaded  port,  you  are  liable 
to  capture.  Whyl  Because  joatified  by  neces- 
sity. As  to  the  motives  of  the  neutral  merchadit, 
they  are  out  of  the  question.  His  object,  no  doubt, 
like  that  of  every  other  tnder  under  the  sun,  is 

Sin.  He,  sir,  is  too  often  the  mere  ephemeroa — 
I  butterfly  of  the.  day — who  does  not  eate  one 
faiihing  whether  you  are  at  war  with  this  or  that 
nation,  with  England  or  with  France,  provided  be 
can  get  good  returns.  His  business  is  to  post  his 
books  and  b«t«nce  the  leger;  and  whether  he 
deals  with  the  subjects. of  a  white  Emperor  or  a 
black  one — with  Bonaparte  or  Deasalinei — it  is  all 
one  to  him.  No  doubt,  sir,  it  is  the  right  of  the 
neutral  to  pursue,  and  he  will,  be  ought  to  pursue, 
his  owD  interesL  But  it  is  the  right  of  a  bellig- 
erent, (as  conceded  by  this  writer,)  to  inquire  bow 
far  such  pursuit  comes  into  collision  with  his  in- 
terests and  his  safety.  The  motive  of  the  neu- 
tral may  not  be  hostility  to  either  party  engaged 
in  war,  but  bis  own  benefit.  .This,  bowever,  will 
not  inflaecce  the  belligerent  nation,  who  takes  up 
the  question  solely  with  a  view  to  its  effect  ou 
itself.  What  will  Great  Britain  say  1  That  the 
ex igencr  exists — that  it  has  occurred,  Ai^ofl^ 
bcM— tnat  the  necessity  admits  of  no  delay  ;  that 
you,  yourselves  have  abandoned  the  question  In 
dispute  ;  and  even  if  you  have  not,  that  she  cannot 
sit  down  quietly  and  be  extirpated  from  the  face 
of  nations,  out  of  complaisance  to  Qrotius,  or  Bvn- 
kershoekf  or  in  deference  to  the  unknown  auiuot 
of  this  pamphlet,  altbough  he  should  exceed  Ba- 
con in  ffenius,or  Newton  io  intensity  of  thought  I 
I  must  defend  myself ;  the  knife  is  at  my  throat ; 
I  have  no  more  time  for  argument ;  but  if  yon  in- 
sist upon  it,  I  will  Sgbt  you !  Sir,  I  have  tried,  but  I 
aouldnotget through  ibis  work.  Ifounditsowire- 
drawDf  the  thread  so  &ne,  that  I  could  neither  see 


or  feel  it;  such  a  tsngledeobwAof  coatradicttotH, 
that  I  was  obliged  to  give  It  up.  The  first  thing 
that  struck  me  on  opening  it,  was,  the  peealiai 
infelicity  with  which  it  had  surrendered  the  mat- 
ter in  dispute;  and  if  this  appeared  at  oneetomjr 
unlearned  eyes,  do  geoUemcn  euppose  it  will  not 
be  detected  oa  the  other  side  of  tb«  Atlaottct 
that  it  will  receive  no  abler  examination  there, 
than  the  feeble  and  cursory  one  that  1  have  giv«it 
iti  Andafier  all,  what  does  it  contain  7  A  reo^ 
edy  for  the  evil?  No;  a  formal  declaration. ibU 
we  are  diseaved  I  Sir,  we  naiUed  no  ghost  to  tell 
us  thM.  It  needed  no  extraordinary  exertion  of 
learning  or  genini  to  show  that  we  had,  indeed, 
delicate  subjects  of  diSerenee  with  Great  Britain. 
The  quBBiian  is,  How  shall  they  be  adjusted?  We 
want  the  opinion  of  the  doctor  on  the  mode  of 
treatment,  and  don't  choose  to  be  referred  to  the 
apothecary  becansa  the  superior  does  not  choose 
to  risk  his  repntaiion  in  a  dubious  ewe. 

A  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  has  tcAi  as 
that  Oreal  Britain  is  our  commercial  rival.  But 
does  not  the  gentkman  know  that  the  very^  teim 
implies  a  oorrelative.  Tltat  if  she  is  your  eom- 
mereial  rival,  you  are  her  commercial  rival  ^ao. 
This  is  the  very  view  that  1  have  been  eadtttvor- 
in^  to  take  of  the  subject,  to  imt>resa  on  the  Cen- 
mittee;  to  warn  the  nation. against. bfeing  drawn 
into  a  war  of  commercial  rivatship.  Sir,  whcs 
men  fall  out  about  women  tberare  notapttocall 
in  some  learned  docin  to  decide  the  disntet  thef 
yield  to  feeling  or  inatinct ;  just  so  with  natioB^ 
commercial  nations  especially,  differing  on  inter- 
est, whieh  is  their  instinal.  And  would  geatte- 
men  wish  to  excite  this  young  nation,  as  yet  in 
tbcgrisile,  10  a  foreiga  conle^  with  Oteai  Britain, 
in  the  fi^l  strength  of  manhood  7  I  speak  of  ht- 
eign  war.  The  iviU  and  ability  to  defend  our- 
sdves  is  one  thing,  to  act  three  thousand  Mile*  off 
another.  They  may  rely  aamaeh  at  they  please 
upon  the  French  Btuperor't  making  a  aerate 
peace  with  the  Continent,  to  the  exclusion  o{ 
Oteat  Britain.  If  she  puis  out  her  strength,  yon 
will  feel  iL  This  proposition  will  subject  her  to 
all  the  evilfi  of  an  American  war,  without  any  oC 
the  concomitant  Bdvaotages.  And  can  yon  ei> 
pect  a  tame  acquiescence  on  ber  nartl  If  bet 
Minister  be  not  a  bastard,  if  he  has  one  drop 
of  the  blood  of  Chatham  in  his  veins,  be  will 
die  eonlending  for  the  liberties  of  his  oouotnr 
sooner  than  surrender-  her  independence.  He 
will  do  it.  No,  sir.  whatever  I  may  tbiak  of  ibe 
vices  and  carruptions  of  the  QoverniDeat  of  that 
country,  I  must  applaud  her  iatelligeaee  uid 
spirit — must  admire  her  ability,  wtsdoai,  koA 
strength. 

But  another  gentleman  from  Penosjlvania 
(Mr.  Suiue)  asks  if  it  is  not  asloaishiDg  that  a 
men,  whom  he  allows  to  poieess  common  eeaM 
whom  he  r^resents  as  trembling  at  the  power  of 
Oreal  Britain,  tihould  be  making  calculations  at 
the  future  power  of  Franee,  instead  of  guarding 
againstihe  immediate  danger?  Sir,  Franceaiaf 
become  a  naval  Power— tSreat  Britain  never  c«a 
be  a  military  one.  I  ask  any  practical  qaao,  if  the 
day  can  ever  ariire  when  Gnat  BataiD  will 
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be  able  to  threaleD  (he  cootineot  of  Europe  or 
America,  or  diciaie  to  either  of  themi  h  il  my 
fault  that  the  genilemaa  caoDot,  or  will  not  see 
this,  because  (as  he  lelh  you)  fools  aod  madmeo 
can  nerer  be  brought  to  believe  that  the  spirit  of 
God  hath  passed  them  by,  and  eolightened  the 
UndersIaodiDgs  of  other  menl  But,  to  show  thai 
thiiis  not  just  cause  of  war,  weare  referred  to  the 
time  of  ihe  stamp  act  and  the  non-importatioD 
agreecaeut  of  1774,  which  did  not  (it  seems)  pro- 
duce immediate  war.  Is  there  any  analogy  be- 
tween the  two  cases  7  We  iheo  formed  one  na- 
tioD.  A  man  may  malce  a  great  sacrifice  to  pre- 
serve his  friend,  but  when  be  has  tost  him,  be  will 
(as  has  beeD  seen  to-day)  be  denounced  as  the 
bitterest  enemy.  The  other  instances  are  equally 
defective  aod  JDapplicable.  You  may  as  well  go 
back  to  (be  flood.  The  same  gentleman  inquires, 
are  yon,  indeed,  so  peaceable  toward  England, 
who  has  trampled  upon  yoD,  and  hostile  tn  France 
who  has  offered  you  no  mjury  1  Wherefore?  Oa 
ihia  occasion,  I  muM  repeal  the  old  proverb.  "  it  Is 
the  slill  hog  that  drioka  (be  swill."  She  flods  it 
convenient  to  make  a  miserable  sialking-hors^,  a 
scarecrow  of  Spain.  The  gentleman  inquires,  how 
long  Great  Britain  has  acted  upgn  (hese  philan- 
thropic p.rinciplesj  this  generous,  benevolent  pol- 
icy ascribed  10  her?  But,  is  any  man  so  weak,  or 
so  w'cked,  as  (o  pretend  (lia(  there  is  any  principle 
of  action  between  nations  except  interest  7  Give 
Great  Bri(ain  (he  power,  and  she  will  to-morrow 
play  (he  same  part.  Sir,  we  are  not  theonbilan- 
thtopists,  but  politicians  ;  not  dreamers  and  sooth- 
sayers, but  men  of  flesh  and  blood.  It  is  idle  to 
talk  of  a  sense  of  justice  in  any  nation.  Each 
puisues  its  sense  of  iaterest.  and  if  you  calculate 
on  their  acting  upon  any  other  principle,  you  may 
be  very  amiable,  but  you  will  prove  a  cully.  We 
are  asked,  what  Great  Britain  can  do  to  annoy  us  ? 
We  aD.'<wer,  at  this  moment,  more  than  any  other 
nation  of  the  world,  because  she  commands  the 
ocean,  the  sole  medium  of  communication  be- 
tween us.  But  draw  her  off  from  that  element, 
and  France  is  liot  less  omnipotent  upon  it.  She 
is  a  great  military  Power,  and  it  is  because  Great 
Britain  is  not, cannot  be  such  a  Power,  that  it  is 
impolitic  to  break  her  down.  Go  to  war  v  ' 
you  will,  you  must  become  the  allf  of  Fra 
you  will  only  put  off,  by  enhaucing  it,  the  danger 
you  would  guard  against.  You  will  but  clap  a 
tortoise  under  your  elephant. 

The  same  gentleman  tells  you  that  thegigan- 
tie  power  of  France  bangs  on  the  brittle  life  of 
an  individual.  But,  do  you  believe  it  7  Are  yon 
■neb  drivellers  in  politics  as  to  believe  that  the 
fate  of  snob  a  military  despotism  hangs  on  ths 
life  of  one  man?  If  Mahomet  II.  had  been  killed 
nndet  the  walls  of  Constantinople,  would  the  des- 
tiny of  the  Greek  Empire  have  been  changed  7 
Would  not  the  power  have  passed  into  the  bands 
of  some  Solyman  or  Selim,  the  terror  of  the  civ- 
ilized world?  Shall  we  abandon  practice  for  the- 
ory? 

In  some  respects  we  are  si(nated  as  the  success- 
ors of  Alesander  were  placed  in  relation  to  Rome 
aitd  Carthage.    Here  is  an  iron  Republic,  or  call 


it  what  you  will,  that  threatens  the  liberties  of 
maukina — the  Government,  above  all  others,  in 
Europe,  to  which  our  own  is  mast  hateful  and  ob- 
noxious. This  is  beyond  dispute.  Does  it  become 
us  to  facilitate  its  designs  7  I  do  not  inquire  as 
to  motives,  nor  will  that  Government  care  about 
(hem.  If  you  give  it  facilities  to  effect  its  pur- 
poses, those  purposes  are  obtained  so  far  as  de- 
pends on  you.  Is  this  wise,  is  it  proper,  is  it  right  7 
Am  I  asked  for  my  plan  7  If  I  meant  to  act  eEQ- 
ciently,  1  would  have  begun  with  an  embargo;  I 
would  now  do  what  was  done  before  j  1  would 
(real  with  Great  Britain,  and  for  the  very  reason 
that  I  would  not  have  treated  with  her  in  the  year 
1794i— for  the  same  reason  that  the  gentleman, 
whose  resolution  is  dow  under  discussion,  then 
treated  with  her,  I  would  not.  Now,  he  is  for 
war,  I  am  for  negotiation  and  peace.  -  And  why  ? 
Because  (be  state  of  nations  has  undergone  a  mo- 
mentous change ;  disastrous  changes,  indeed,  have 
been  effected  in  the  face  of  things.  We  often  hear 
<r  the  abuses  and  corruptions  of  the  British  Gov* 
rnment,  while  the  Ountinenial  despotisms  pas* 
jnnoiiced  and  unregarded.  Let  us  beware  ot  in- 
troducing such  abuses  into  our  owD.  We  have 
no  further  concern  with  them.  Do  gentlemen 
think  worse  of  the  character  and  motives  of  Wil- 


^  ,  ,  in  his  day,  the  sole  bul- 
wark of  (he  human  race.  And,  whatever  be  her 
motives  or  professions,  Great  Britain  stands  ex- 
actly in  the  place  of  France  twelve  years  ago. 
Take  her  navy  out  of  the  way  to-morrow,  and 
where  are  you?  The  Secretary  of  the  Navy  has 
indeed  reported  that  the  Chesapeake  is  fit  tor  ser- 
vice, and  that  the  Constitution  is  in  a  state  of 
thorough  repair.  But,  would  the  real  Chesa- 
peake, the  bay,  be  fit  for  use  in  that  case,  and  what 
would  be  the  operation  on  ihe  actual  Constitution 
of  the  United  States?  Sir,  I  am  opposed  to  a 
French  war  as  welt  as  to  a  war  with  England.  I 
would  tteat  With  England  for  anoiher  reason.  I 
wish  we  had  not  a  Commercial  Treaty  with  any 
nation  whatever.  I  am  opposed  to  them  on  prin- 
ciple; but  the  principle  is  already  settled.  W« 
have  them.  By  our  treaties  with  her  enemies, 
your  hands  are  tied  up  from  taking  against  (hem 
any  such  measure  as  (he  one  proposed ;  they  are 
10  be  admi(ted  on  the  (erms  of  the  roost  favored 
nation.  This  is  probably  one  of  (he  principal 
causes  of  disgust  (o  England.  Again  :  She  made 
an  offer  to  repeal  her  diecrimina(iDg  dn(iea,  if 
you  would  do  so  loo;  to  trade  with  us  npon 
even  terms.  By  mercantile  clamor  yon  were  de> 
terred  from  meeting  her  half-way.  Moreover, 
you  have  refused  to  ratify  treaties  with  her,  aftet 
they  bad  heea  signed  by  your  own  Minister.  No 
doubt  you  had  the, right  to  do  so.  But  can  you 
be  surprised,  under  such  circumstances,  tbal  a 
haughty  commercial  rival  has  been  irritated  7  Af- 
ter your  oblations  to  France,  who  cannot  receiva 
a  single  pound  of  sugar  or  coffee  but  under  cover 
of  your  fiag,  who  is  dependent  upon  you  for  ser- 
vices which  she  cannot  render  herself,  who  is  not 
your  rival  in  commerce,  what  can  you  expect 
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from  a  jealoDs  compeiitor  in  trade  who  aiatids'  not 
in  neetl  cf  your  navigation — whose  every  advance 
loward  a  gvod  undersundiag  has  received  a  mor- 
tifying repulse?  Sir,  you  have  at  this  momenta 
Degoliaiion  pending  with  Great  Britain.  You 
bare  do  cause  to  despair  of  its  success ;  far  otber- 
irise.  The  plaiii  que^lion  is,  will  you  airail  its 
Inae^orwlII  yov,pendenie  lite,  preciptue  your- 
lelf  iDio  a  mea^iuie  which  must  put  all  negolia- 
tlon  aside.  Which  must  eventuate  in  war  t  If  you 
want  war,  there  is  oo  doubt  thai  you  may  have 
It.  Great  Brilaia  will  not  submit  to  atl  the  hard- 
ships and  mischiefs  of  war,  because  you  choose  to 
call  it  peace.  She  wilt  prefer  opeu  war  to  war 
In  disguise ;  and  I,  sit,  have  no  hesitation  in  say- 
ing that  I  am  for  no  balf-measures.  Begin  that 
Bfciem  when  yon  will  war,  or  disgrace,  roust 
grow  out  of  it  I  am  for  neither.  The  genite- 
toian,  indeed,  says,  that  this^  which  oas  beeu  de- 
nounced as  a  war  measure,  is  a  measure  of  peace. 
Let  US  have  no  mo^e  queui  wars,  I  beseech  you, 
sir;  no  half-measures,  no  intetmediaie  stage,  bui 
open  war,  or  peace.  I  abhor  ibis  political  quack- 
ery. Give  us  war.  or  negotiation ;  if  you  re«<ort 
10  the  one,  let  us  aoaodon  the  other.  But  we  are 
asked  if  American  virtue  will  so  far  degrade  and 
debase  itself  as  to  treat  with  the  old  and  corrupt 
Oayetnmeot  of  Englandl  There  is  a  plain  an- 
swer to  this.  Tou  have  a  treaty  with  lier  now, 
with  every  Gfoverameot,  I  believe,  that  would 
make  one  with  you.  But,  while  we  boast  of  our 
virtue,  let  us  beware  that  our  own  sins  are  not 
cast  into  our  leeih.  Let  Us  see  bow  far  these 
punctilios  are  warranted  by  the  conduct  of  our 
own  agents.  Look  to  the  management  of  the 
conreotJoD  of  Paris,  of  the  3Uth  April,  1803.  Tou 
have  all  seen  the  case  of  the  New  Jersey,  Nlcklin 
and  Griffith's  ship.  It  has  created  a  general  sen- 
BHtioQ.  And  vet,  what  is  the  fact?  Compared 
with  others,  they  have  almost  nothing  to  com- 
plain of.  Bad  as  that  case  is,  it  is  among  the  least 
exceplionalile  instances  of  misconduct  in  rotir 
Ministry  at  Paris.  It  is  true,  Nicklin  &  Griffith's 
claim  was  cut  down.  I  believe,  one-half,  because 
the  sum  a|>proprialea  would'nol  otherwise  (it  was 
f^red)  be  sufficient  to  answer  all  the  draughts  of 
chlcaneiy  upon  it  These  men  were,  therefore, 
mulcted  fifty  per  cent  They  are  rich  merchants, 
able  to  make  their  case  known.  It  has  been  beard, 
and  has  rung  through  the  Continent  There  are 
hundreds  of  cases  even  worse  than  this.  The 
claims  intended  to  he  provided  for  are  set  aside. 
Why?  Because  Government  has  been  represent- 
ed abroad  by  unfaithful,  dishonest  agents.  Have 
(hey  been  called  to  account  for  their  conduct? 
Three  millioas  seven  hundred  and  flftv  thousand 
doHars,  stipulated  to  be  paid,  to  hanajide  Ameri- 
can citizens— where  bare  they  gone?  into  the 
pockets  of  reoegadoex,  aod  the  bureau  ot  Farisr 
Yes,  the  traders  in  neutral  character  have  divided 
ibe  spoil  wiibthe  harpies  of  the  French  bureaux. 
These  are  ihey  in  who!>e  favor  the  bills  have 
been  drawn  on  the  Treasury  of  the  United  Stales 
by  their  own  Minister.  Take  the  case  of  the 
Figou.  There  was  no  question,  indeed,  as  to  her 
beug  Atnericaa  property— but  she  wa*  captured 


JlagranU  beOo— (when  we  were  taking  the  rtiiar- 
gente  aqd  Berceau}— sbe  was,  therefore,  good 

Srize,  and  was  condemned  accordingly.  Yet  the 
ecision  of  the  inferior  court  was  reversed  by  the 
Council  of  Prizes,  and  ihis  case  brODEht  wiibin 
the  convention,  to  the  exclusion,  no  douot,  of  bofia 
fide  claims,  foe  neutral  American  prooerty,  cap- 
tured and  condemned,  and  for  which  the  conven- 
tion was  intended  to  provide.  This  is  a  specimeti 
of  the  mode  of  doing  basine»  at  Paris.  If  ge<t- 
ttemen  doubt  upon  the  subject,  let  them  call  cM 
the  Secretary  of  State  for  the  correi^pondence  Af 
the  Commissioners.  Let  them  call  for  John  Mer- 
cer, one  of  those  Commission  era,  a  man  inferior 
to  few  in  point  of  latenis;  in  point  of  chant- 
ter,  to  none.  Put  him  to  tile  bar  and  examiae 
him. 
Painful  as  it  is  to  me,  I  must  defend  my  priuci- 

K' »  and  those  of  my  friends.  Open  yoor  statote 
ok— what  does  it  say?  That  the  shores  and 
waters  of  the  bay  and  river  Mobile  shaM  form  a 
district  I  brought  in  the  hill  myKlf.  The  Ex- 
ecutive had  informed  us  that  we  had  purchased 
from  Prance  as  far  as  the  Perdido  to  the  ea^t 
We  legislated  npon  it  Whence  have  arises 
your  disputes  with  Spain?  Prom  PensKcoJa  or 
St  Augustine?  No;  frotn  the  very  couniry 
which  the  statote  book  says  is  yours;  in  your  own 
collection  district  are  Spanish  duties  exacted  and 
paid ;  from  this  very  quarter  incuraions  nave  be^ 
made  into  the  old  Doited  States.  Do  gentlemen 
believe  that  this  fact  will  be  lost  on  Great  Brit- 
ain ?  But  we  are  asked  (by  Mr.  Shiue)  what 
haa  she  to  do  with  differences  between  us  and 
Spain?    What  right  has  she  to  interfere,  to  in- 

Suire,  ot  even  to  know,  to  seem  conscious,  ofwbat 
as  passed  in  that  quarter?  Is  this  inteoded  as'a 
serious  question?  Becatue  you  have  clapped  a 
padlock  upon  your  own  mouths,  and  wilfully  shut 
yoQt  eyes,  do  you  expect  to  hoodwlhk  an  e^Ie- 
eyed  adversary  ?  It  is  in  vain  to  expect  that  anr 
nation,  io  her  intercourse  with  you,  will  be  UIm 
to  your  conduct  toVards  others.  Great  Britain 
must  shut  her  eyes,  aod  ears,  too,  not  to  ttnder- 
stand  the  state  of  tbiars  here,  at  least  uegniively 
speaking.  Sba  must  know  that  you  havie  taken 
ooimpo»ngatlitiideiowardsSpHin;donenothfitt 
to  strengthen  the  Southern  frontiers ;  made  no  ad- 
dition to  your  naval  or  military  ftfrCe;  left  evoi 
the  militia  in  etatu  quo  anU.  Because  the  dotka 
have  been  shut,  cab  people  be  brought  lo  believe 
(bat  we  bave  raised  armies  aod  eqnipped  fleets  in 
couclavel  I  never  heard,  sir,  but  of  one  army 
incog.,  and  that  was  levied  by  tbe  focetituis  Mr. 
Bayes  for  the  service  of  the  smge,  not  of  the  Statei, 
and  from  some  dramatic  specimens  which  I  hnve 
lately  seen,  I  should  not  be  siirprised  to  beat  at  a 
similar  project  being  started  on  this  floor.  Great 
Britain  will  see,  then.  What  has  not  been  yonr 
proceeding  towards  Spain.  She  wilt  say,  shall  I 
sufler  myself  to  be  brow-beaten  by  a  nation  dam- 
oring  for  the  right  of  highway,  that  has  not  spirit 
enough  to  defend  her  own  domicil?  If  A  acts 
tike  a  poltroon  towards  B,  who  has  committed  n 
gross  outrage  Upon  him,  and  sbill  have  a  aubat- 
quent  conttorero'  *ttb  C,  iltaU  be  preCi^iid  l» 
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Abft-AnparCaftaR  </  Sooth  fii>m  Cheat  Britain. 


B.mti, 


Mir  '■■«i>  "o^  «zpMt  C  Dot  CO  oall  CO  miod  hii 
(oirardtjr  befaavioDr  with  B,  and  lre«l  htm  ae- 
aordinglfl  Om  foieipi  QatinB  will  be  iofloeoeed, 
will  be  fojeiati  ia  bcrconoerns  with  yoo  by  roir 
cODceujoDs  to  another;  and  it  ia  the  idltst  tbiog 
ia  tbe  world  to  txfttt  that  your  ircatDBeDl  by  one 
OoTenniMnt  wilt  n«l  have  an  ttttet  on  ibe  de- 
poMuMii  ftf  when  io%ard(  y«n. 

One  word  note,  sir.  before  I  codcMa.  Gea- 
tlcaMD  miaoalefltete  if  ihey  asrooae  tbat  men 
f  (mueh  leatxt  M«aiid  hand)  will  do  for 
They  nuut  (how  u  aottethiag  Mtier  before 
we  iwnllow  tbsir  reeolDtion.  It  It  an  iaflrmity, 
•it,  of  my  oauire  that  I  cannot  yield  to  ihe  im- 
paring  HHiad  »f  gvest  names;  ibey  never  did  and 
ikay  kerer«b»H  pot  mt  to  ailenee,  m  drive  me  from 
layparnoM.  i«mapprized«f thewerHdenuneia- 
tiooa  which  ire  on  foot,  and  1 4e«plM  them.  Tfaejr 
■hall  aerer  afieet  me.  I  e&me  into  puUie  life 
with  them  prioeiplea,  and  I  will  leare  il  with 
tbera,  leave  i(  whea  I  may. 
The  Committee  tOGO,  and  the  Hoom  adjonmed. 

Fbidat,  Uuch  7. 

Hr.  CnowntNBBiELD  moved  a  reaotntion,  ia- 
■tmciing  Ibe  Commitiee  of  Commerce  and  Mbh- 
irfkctttres  to  Ihquire  into  the  expedieocv  ofamend- 
ihg  the  eighteenth  and  seveniy-aevenih  section  of 
the  act  to  regulate  Ihe  collection  of  dutie*  on  t- 
ooria  and  toonofe,  so  far  as  to  remove  the  di 
bilitiea  sad  reslrietiona  at  preseat  imposed 
Teasels  arriving  at  several  ports  of  entry  of  the 
United  Stales  frcrra  the  Cape  of  04cd  Hope,  and 
from  places  bevond  the  same. 

Thts  retolntlon,  aftbt  «  modification  siff^ested 
by  Ur.  Dtnk,  makii^  it  more  comprehensive, 
was  agreed  to. 


IMPORTATIONS  PKOM  OffBAT  BBITAtN. 

The  HoUM  again  tesolved  itnlt  into  Coittmit- 
lee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Ueion— Mr. 
Okaoe's  resolution  still  under  consideration. 

Mr.  Sloan.— I  do  not  rise  to  deny,  bni  to  ac- 
ki»wled#e  mnelf  one  of  those  born-book  poll- 
lician«,  altoded  to  by  a  gentleman  from  Virgmia, 
o  assure  this  Ctmimitiee  tbat  f  do  not  envy 


•r  begmdgv  that  member  etiher  his  saperior  g«- 
nhM,  talents,  or  leaning ;  and  farther,  to  ask  en 
behalf  of  myself)  and  others  of  ibis  class,  the' 
Avoraf  befogpenniited  to  deliver  onr  sentiments 
on  this,  and  other  importmi  aabiects,  in  such  lan- 
goa^  as  we  are  eapaDte  of,  uniu  onr  eoMtiraentt 
May  hav*  an  t^ponunity  of  electing  other  mem- 
Ws,  of  superior  ieaming  and  talents,  and  fsnher 
■dvaneed  in  politieal  knowledge.  This  is  a  favor 
I  hope  will  Dot  be  dented,  otherwise  a  great  num- 
Wrof  American  eiiizens,  the  remainder  of  this 
and  the  ensniog  session,  must  go  unrepresented. 

in  answer  to  (he  asseriion  that  oar  late  conduct 
vaipectiBf  Spain  was  such  as  we  dare  not  mention  } 
that  we  dare  not  take  off  ibe  injunction  of  secrecy ; 
that  we  are  ashamed  to  let  the  nation  know  the 
■eerei — permit  me  to  assure  tbat  gentleman,  and 
this  Committee,  tbat  I  feel  neither  sbame,  aor 
compvuetian  of  heart,  for  tiifr  part  that  I  acted  in 


that  buitneis,  not  doubling  that,  when  tlte  tnjnno- 
tion  is  taliea  off,  and  tbe  pnblie  acquainted  with 
tbe  whole  Iriosaeiion,  tbs  ml  IHeaAs  ol  the  pedoe 
and  Interest  of  the  United  Statm  will  fully  ap. 
prove  the  conduct  of  the  majority,  (with  whona  I 
tad  the  pleasDre  to  act,)  and  whieb,  were  I,  by 
side-glances  and  itisiouatioas,  Co  sndeavor  to  im- 
press tbe  pubUciaiDd  with  a  helirf  thatam^arity 
of  their  Representatives  had  acted  In  a  manner 
they  were  ashamed  of,  I  conceive  my  cunsiiinenta 
would  thenceforth  consider  me  unworthy  of  their 
eonfideaoe,  aid  consequently,  of  a  scat  oli  lltii 
floor. 

We  are  told  that  we  have  no  Cabinet.  Is  it 
seoeasary  ?  is  it  recomised  by  the  OMstitniiaD  1 
No  1  Tbe  Presidenrs  powers  are  defined,  and 
have,  for  five  years,  been  fUSUad  lo  the  mtafiw 
tiOD  of  the  people. 

I  have  beard  of  British  Cabinets,  British  MiiH 
.  ister&  and  British  Privy  Conneili.  Of  iheii  don- 
dnel  I  formed  a  very  bad  opinton,  before  the  mem- 
ber allttded  to  was  oat  of  his  nurse's  arms,  and 
have  seen  no  cause  to  cbange  that  opinion.  It  is 
therefore  pleasing  to  me  to  near  that  we  have  an 
auch  instiwtion. 

Mr.  Chairman,  however  great  my  gratitnde  to 
Ihe  member  for  bis  paietnal  eere  over  the  childrm 
in  politioB  on  this  floor,  which  roused  bitn  from 
bis  sick  bed  to  give  his  superiw  opinion  upen  thb 
subjeet  before  oar  weak  and  feeble  minds  had  been 
misled  by  Tom.  Dick,  and  Harry,  or  same  Dtbet 
arrogant  chap  tnai  might  have  some  knowled^ 
of  steering  a  ship  at  aea,  but  totally  ignorant  iB 
navinlingour  vessd  o  f  8  late —  (say,  notwithscand- 
iag  I  gave  ril  the  attenltott  in  my  power  to  hia 
doqnent  speech  of  two  hours  and  Kirty-«igbt  n 


lay  before  ibis  Commillee  for  the  pnrpose  of  i«- 
oeiviog  farther  Htformation. 

1. 1  cannot  comprehend  how  oar  demanding  tba 
release  of  oar  impfetscd  aenmen,  and  leatiwiieo 
fnr  unjn^  eaptnrea  ot  our  vessels,  can  be  eoa- 
straed  as  throwing  our  weight  in  the  aaale  of 
France,  for  the  parposeof  snpportingBset  of  mm 
wbo  do  not  sBi^rt  Ihe  pablie  weal  of  the  Uaitad 
Slates. 

2.  Nor  can  1  pasaibly  discover  that  Great  Brit- 
ain  aland ri  precisely  in  ib«  same  sitiiaiioo  ibat  re- 
publican Kraaee  itid  ia  "QS.  For  ioforaaaiton  an 
this  subject^  lei  m«  ask,  waa  k  not  British  gald 
and  British  intrtgae  thai  then  formed  thaooalitMB 
against  reDuhlican  France?  And  is  il  not  llw 
same  tbat  has  formed  the  preaent  coalitien  against 
monarcfaieal  Fmneel  HareihearmiesorFraneei 
in  either  ease,  advanced  beyond  ifaeir  own  leni- 
tory,  previous  to  tta<  raBtn|and  advaneiog  towwds 
'''em  of  powerfolaroiiMrOTtbeexpressparposaof 

ibjugatmg  them,  and  dividing  iheit  property 
among  the  coalesced  Powers  1  If  Ihe  aeconnla 
reeeivpd  are  true,  they  have  not. 

It  we  are  told  thai  Britain  is  now  the  only 
barrier  against  tyranny,  and  her  navy  oar  only 
security ;  tbal  the  battle  off  Trafakgar  prevented 
the  fleeiB  of  France  and  Snain  from  layinc  oar 
eenport  towns  npder  coatrlbution,  and  ibat  the 
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Briiisfi  navyaloDe  slsodi  between  at  and  their 
tyraaay.  Mr.  ChiirmBn,  if  a  British  subject  was 
■dcnitted  on  this  Soor,  lo  adrocale  his  Sovereign's 
caute,  I  should,  from  bint,  have  expecled  such 
langnaKe ;  bat  to  hear  it  from  a  member  of  Con- 
gre««.  bas  Bstaoished  me  more  than  anything  I 
eri;r  heard  wiEbin  these  vails.  I  mar  ^'^''i  *')^'  ^ 
believe  even  a  British  subject,  of  common  sense 
and  prudenoe,  would  not  hare  coromilled  his 
character  by  averting  ihatibe  combiDed  fleets  of 
Holland.  PVaDce,  and  8 paid,  were  so  rednced  that 
ten  British  ships  (lexpeotof  the  liae,  was  meant) 
would  be  glad  lo  meet  their  whole  force. 

Neriher  can  I  comprehend  that  Ian gnage  that 
in  one  br«ath  asserts  that  Spain  has  grosFl;  insatt- 
ed  us  on  onr  own  territory  ;  that  we  [locket  those 
insulii  because  tkey  are  a  favored  nation  ;  and  in 
the  next  breath  asserts  that  she  is  no  nation,  but 
ihoae  aggressions  are  the  acts  of  France. 

I  here  deem  ii  my  duty  lo  make  some  remarks- 
on  obserraiioni  made  on  this  flour,  which  have  a 
tendency  to  mislead  and  alarm  the  public  mind 
with  regard  to  France  and  Spain.  We  have 
been  told  that  Spain  has  insulted  us  on  our  own 
territory.  I  appeal  to  the  gentleman  from  Vit- 
pnia  whether  he  baa  not  declared  ibat  we  do  not 
possess  afoot  of  groand  beyond  the  Iberville?  If 
ao,  let  the  world  judge  of  the  eonsisteney  of  his 
remarks.  I  ask  if  Spain  has  not  ordered  her 
croisers  to  respecit  our  vessels, and  whether  Praaoe 
u  not  on  a  frieadly  fooling  with  m?  Shall,  then, 
the  public  mind  be  deceived  with  the  idea  that 
Congress  hare  not  acted  towards  ihoae  nations 
wilhB|iiMtI  For  what?  Beoauie  our  bounda- 
ries with  Spain  are  not  defined.  I  trust  in  Gbd 
we  shall  never  go  to  war  for  that  1  repeat  it,  our 
affiura  are  in  a  triia  of  amicable  setltemeat,  and 
I  trust  they  will  be  soon  settled. 

It  it  asserted  that  Fninea  would  be  ai  ly- 
ranniesl  on  the  ocean  as  Elngland,  had  she  the 
aame  power;  that  is  a  point  that  I  hare  neither 
forekDowledge  or  sagacity  enough  lo  determine, 
■or  do  1  consider  such  astettions  either  necessary 
or  proper  on  the  preaent  occasion.  The  degraded 
point  of  view  in  which  Spain  ha«  been  repre- 
■eoted,  the  lyraoflical  disposition  of  France,  and 
Britain  represented  as  the  only  barrier  against  her 
tyranny,  the  forlorn  hope  of  Suropean  liberty,  I 
hava  heard  with  sorrow,  believins  such  language 
highly  improper  to  be  used  in  a  ^slative  eapa- 
city  by  an^  le^esentaiiTe  of  a  free  people,  whose 
iotereu  it  it  to  enltivaie  peace  and  barmonf  witli 
•U  nations  of  the  earth. 

I  shall  only  troohie  the  Committee  with  one 
more  observation  upon  the  learned  and  eloquent 
apecch  first  meationed,  in  which  I  think  it  was 
alkged  that  parchment  was  the  only  remedy  ap- 
pliea  to  aggretsioni  oa  our  territory,  for  which  a 
member  Irom  New  Jersey  might  receive  a  vege- 
table epeciflc.  If  I  am  the  memtier  alluded  id, 
permit  me  to  reply,  ihat  if  by  dealing  in  parch- 
ment we  can  continue  to  purchase  as  good  bar- 
Eios  aa  LottiBJana,  and  thereby  preserve  peace,  I 
pe  the  United  States  will  afwayi  prefer  deal- 
ing is  that  commodity  rather  than  (o  imbrue  their 
kinds  in  human  blood.    B«apecling  vegeuUe 


specifics,  I  ehall  only  observe,  dial  if  that  membw 
lives  to  my  age,  needing  no  mors  specific  medi- 
cine, either  vegetable  or  mineral,  he  may  considei 
it  a  great  bleating  i  but  which  I  think  very  in- 
probable. 

Mr.  Chairman,  believing  it  lo  be  my  duty  to  da- 
liver  my  tenliment*  in  as  few  words  aa  possible, 
that  other  members  standing  on  an  e^ual  float 
may  have  an  opportunity  to  deliver  tbeirs.  1  shall 
batten  to  a  concIiuion,Btlhe  same  time  notdouto- 
iog  that,  if  I  was  disposed  so  to  do,  1  ovuld  tai* 
up  the  time  of  the  Commiuee  as  long,  and  lo  aa 
Utile  purpose,  as  any  other  member  witbin  theae 
walls, 

I  could,  under  the  pretext  of  explaining,  keep 
the  floor  two  hours  and  nine  minulea,  if  the  Ckak* 
man  did  not  order  ne  down,  which  I  hopp  be  vtU 
if  ever  I  aliempt  it. 

Id  explaining,  I  could  declare  thai  I  did  not 
mean  to  atigoatiae  a  respectable  clasa  of  citizens 
with  dishonesty,  or  say  olher  reproachful  epithet, 
and  immediately  compare  ihem  to  buttorfliet  of 
the  day,  and  lo  slippery  e.els,  who  will  get  rouod 
end  evade  any  regulatioos  or  resirictions  thai  can 
be  made,  whose  inlerest  is  their  guide,  regardless 
of  the  peace  and  inierest  of  the  nation  in  wtiich 
they  reside. 

I  could  declare  that  1  had  not  insulted  the  Hoqso, 
but  aimed  at  ceitain  political  characters,  and  in 
the  next  breath  charge  a  majority  of  the  same 
House  with  having  hoodwinked  its  members,  but 
unable  to  do  so  wilb  foreign  nations.  I  again 
could  charge  them  with  bullying  Ea^land  and 
truckling  lo  France,  and  exclaim  in  an  imperioBa 
tone,  this  you  have  done,  and  you  know  it. 

Mr.  Chairman,  I  could  go  on  still  further,  and 
Bsserl  that  the  little,  trifling  ar^gnments  of  mr  o^ 
ponenis  ought  to  bear  no  weight,  because  deiU- 
tute  of  reason;  that  instinct,  the  guide  of  the 
brute  creation,  was  superior  to  eucIi  reason  ;  yet 
declare  Ihat  1  meant  no  insult  to  Iheir  under- 
standing. 

I  could  then,  in  the  prm)betic  lin^infonn  the 
Committee  that  if  they  offended  the  British  Min- 
ister he  would  immediately  put  forth  his  strength, 
and  make  the  United  Slates  feel  it;  and  that  at 
though  France  at  present  appears  fiieadly,3he  is 
like  the  ttilL  hog  drinking  swili,  mediiaiing  fu- 
ture evil,  and  will  eventually  (if  in  her  powet) 
treat  us  worse  than  England, 

I  .could  iu  a  few  words  remove  thb  mighty 
bugbear  that  the  friends  of  the  resoluiioa  nave 
made  so  much  ado  about— I  mean  the  imprcsa- 
meai  of  three  thousand  of  our  seamoo— by  in- 
forming the  Commiuee  that  it  has  been  the  prac- 
tice of  Biitain  time  immemorial ;  that  it  has  baea 
found  indiipeDsablr  necessary,  to  enable  them  to 
man  their  fleets ;  that  is  to  say,  without  these  dtfr 
bolieal  means,  which  none  but  infernal  fiends  la 
human  shape  could  ever  use,  they  could  not  so 
efiectually  have  carried  fire  and  sword,  devaat»- 
lion  and  plunder,  to  every  habitable  part  of  the 
globe,  and  tl^ereby  so  greatly  increased  the  i]iian- 
tum  of  human  misery,and  the  criesof  the  widowa 
and  fatherless. 

I  could  also,  if  nj  conscicaca  would  panai^ 
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■ner  reeling  mj  haired  in  (be  most  biUvr  ibvee- 
ttTHSgainsi  (he  Freoch  Emperor  thM  my  ^patus 
oauid  iDr«Dt,  charging  Gongresi  with  Irucklitig 
to  bim,  and  beMowiog  on  the  QovernraeDi  of 
EDctand  the  highest  applause  for  ibeir  appoeition 
to  Freaeh  tTraaoy — rppMti^if  deny  beiof  the 
■pat^iM  of  Britain.  Bat  asubtequenl  qoeMioir 
ariMB,  woDid  the  mercben  of  iMii  CommitlM  aub- 
■ribe  tt>  ihe  traih  of  such  deetamional 

9at,  Mr.  ChairiDaD,  I  will  delain  the  C^ofntnit- 
tte  DO  longer  whb  trlliDg'lbetn  what  migbl  b« 
dma,  but  earnestly  call  ihe4r  adeiKtoD  to  what  has 
be«R  done — to  wbai  has  been  mM  oq  this  floor. 
We  har«  beeo  told  that  Franeecannot  geta  pound 
of  eoBbe  or  sugar  from  her  own  Maadi,  raeipt 
IkTougb  the  median  of  American  vessolt,  and  ibiit 
we  hare  a  treaif  that  obliget  us  to  treat  tb«m  aa 
one  of  the  naosi  fhrored  natioits.  This  raises  the 
asrtahi,  and  gives  a  ibtl  end  eonif  lete  view  of  the 
whole  teene;  tbia  ezptaios,  in  the  inast  clear  and 
•xplioit  masDer,  the  enboraie  speeeb  of  two  hourfl 
MUl  forty-eight  miantea,  and  the  eipUoatioa  of 
two  hoara  and  irioe  minBies,  A  borm-boiA  polj- 
•ieian  may  by  (his  clearly  disaoiw  the  intentioa 
of  the  mtinber  from  Virginia ;  and  Torn,  Diok, 
and  Harry,  if  they  ba*e  oal;  learned  the  Ibree 
fliat  tfliters  of  the  alphabet,  naay  underitand  bis 
»e«Bt»g,  and  why  he  wmid  prefer  an  embargo 
to  even  a  partial  Don-iraportation  of  Briltsb  niaD> 
■fcelDre&  It  i«  pastii^a  that  Oeorge  the  Third, 
that  sektoDs  defender  of  the  mo<t  liely  laitb,  by 
whoae  mostgrackiDs  ordcrathe  North  AoMrtcaa 
•oloiiiaa  wtre  declared  out  of  bit  proteeiion ;  and 
aftarwardahis  paternal  oare  wan  fbriher  manifested 
ii  btirniDg  their  towns,  murdering  their  ciliiens, 
and  emasiof  their  prisoaen  lo  pertsh  with  fentine 
wd  peMileoce  in  ooitome  dnngeoM  and  filthy 
p(taaB-abip»— I  say  it  is  poastUe,  >•  the  predem 
Iy^_<-.i.!. ». r- ,. L-    .. 

Mated  witti  Ihe  same  bciNTolent  apirit;  flghtiMc 
Ae  buri«>  of  liberly  agmam  Galtle  lyrauDr,  if  fae 
•hotM  fialt  by  land,  bis  ploM  seal  may  indooebfm 
OBM  aeure  toeeaort  lo  his  foritnt*  hof>e,  as  be  did 
i»tln  laA«warwlib  renttblican  Pranoei  declare 
al  bet  porta  and  ber  altiea  in  a  (lata  oHtlMlMde ; 
eoTer  ibe  oeaas  with  his  fleets,  in  order  toeffeot 
by  «  fctnine  what  he  ia  anable  to  d»  by  force  of 
««H.  I(»  tbat  ease,  ai  emlsrf  o  on  AmaM«an  ««•■ 
MbwMtM  teWtate  hia  pvrpoae.  Bmbereletme 
aril  this ConiDiitMv  Oat)  the CongcMe of  thaUoi- 
ted  8i«t«soMtataaiB*e»iacha'p*o<iediiTe7  tbome 

BeAra  I  ah  dinrn,  let  ma  luk  the  mmabera  of 
IkmCammitaM^  fe^woUlly  yoirin  whose  ewratbe 
eopiniig  ercHiasttf  yonr  breih^ei  ii)arm»-H>f  y«ar 
behiTedfdlow-eiilzciu— yefvibimea;  slain  by  iha 
annlera**  bands  of  tbe  BMreeiiarieH  of  Oreat  Brit- 
ain,  or  mora  barbarotisty  deprived  of  life  by  fam- 
iaaorpeatttttiMe.)  Can  yoa,  whiletliatsamenKra- 
amfa  reigni,  and  who,  iostead  of  dlminishiog.  has 
aMed  Id  the  long  and  black  eataloffoe  of  crimes 
•at  fortb  tn  on  Deotaration  of  Indvpeodenee, 
iririefa-  jndoeed  you  to  risk  ya«r  lirea-lD  oppo^i- 
ltaa'to>his  tyrvnay.}  eao  y«u  with  conpleeeaey, 
w  uy  degree  o(  spprobatJOD,  lit  ud  ant  tut 
9th  CoK.  —SO 


Oorernrnent  who  continues  her  tyranny  and  in- 
juilice  to  these  United  aistee — witaesatbecaptara 
of  our  vessels  and  impressment  of  our  seameo— 
held  up  by  a  member  on  this  fioor,  as  the  only  bar- 
rier we  have  agantst  the  tyianoy  of  tbat  imlioA 
who  in  our  atru^le  assisted  uswith  vessels  of  war^ 
arms,  ammtraition,  meo,  and  mooey ;  whose  eoU 
dtersfougbi  by  yoar  side,and  bled  to  support  Amet^ 
ioan  liberty  and  independence,  aiMi  whose  Qor* 
erameot  oontinnn  friendly  towards  usf  1  hop* 
not ;  1  helirve  you  oaanot ;  your  hearts  nukl  ttm 
indignant  from  such  laa^^tiu^.  For  my  own  part, 
1  am  ftee  to  dectaie,  tkiai,  since  I  have-  had  the 
honor  of  a  seat  on  this  floor,  I  have  beard  nothlag 
that  bai  so  hurt  nty  feelJRga.  I  bare  borne  themi 
in  sileoee.  I  am  buipy  in  obtaiaia^  a  ftw  mo- 
ments in  my  plain  tUHearncd  way  (o  ezpresa  ihem. 


war,  and  also  the  same  love  for  the  libeny  ant 
independenae  of  the  Uaited  Slates. 

Mr.  FtaavBw  said  be  had  been  loii|>  ia  the  habit 
of  observing,  that,  when  a  sabjeet  was  diseossad 
which  oceaeioaed  numerous  arguments,  tbequea- 
lira  was  often  lost  sight  of.  Id  the  btai  of  debate^ 
instead  of  the  sobjeet  before  them,  the  preoedios' 
argument  beoante  the.  teEi  to  bim  that  replied,  aad 
his  to  tbe  next  who  took  the  floor,  end  so  on,  in 
succession,  uaiil  some  meaaber  snooeeded  io  call- 
ing tbe  atteotioD  of  tbe  toembers  to  the  oricioal 
sabjeet.  Though  tbe  present  qoesiton  had  but  a. 
few  days  eneagsd  the  attention  of  the  Committe* 
of  tbe  Whde,  yet,  in  bis  optaioo.  several  of  th« 
speaker*  on  the  floor  had  tost  sigkt  of  it,  further 
than  be  had  formerly  ohecrred  in  so  short  a  time. 
He  wonld  aitei»pi  to  drsw  the  Mtention  of  tiM 
Committee  from  tiMeedesolmryeKearsMos,  which 
settle  no  point  in  dttele,  and  often  have  no  vUi- 
bW  eonnexion  with  it,  to  the  important  qaeslioa 
they  were 'Called  Dpon  to  decide;  and  in  doiav 
ao^  be  Wonld  ttk»  no  notiee  of  anything  tbat  baa 
bee*  offered  ae  aigtsment,  wksch  was  not  necea- 
anrity  eonaeoted  with  the  qnestioa.  He  weald 
neither  be  tbe  advocate. or  apologist  for  awy  on* 
oatioo  of  Europe,  ttor  treat  asy  olhei  nntios  with 
irriutiogcontempti  Laagtugeof  the  kind  thnt  baa 
been  used  within  two  iMya  past  in  this  Housn 
oorirt  nottobeadmiltcd^nolens  we  were  empleyed^ 
in  dinuisslng  a  maiHfesto  tnempportadeolamttoa 
ofwai,  nnd  evea  for  thai  putpeae  it  ia  iaeoneiat* 
eat  with  oMionnl  difniiy.  He  said^  the  sabjeet 
bc£sre  tbn  Hotise  was  a  restJuiaa^  tcfetred  M  tbn 
Comnittee  of  the  Whole  HotHO  on  the  ainse  of 
the  Union,  (oprobibit  alt  im^tatiottofgoods  the 
produce  or  the  maniiAwtnre  of  Brimin.  or  noy  of 
the  British  doniniona;  not  to  prevent  Britain 
or  hee  dependeneiee  from  rceetting  safplies  of 
provisions,  mw  mnterlnU,  tea.,  from  na.  It  doea 
aotsotoprobibtleapartMioaibotereBthisebonld 
not  bedone  wiiboat  a  very  sofflcjeat  cause.  Two 
causes  are  assigned  in  the  prenwUe  to  tbe  resolu- 
lioo ;  first,  the  impieeeroeu  of  our  seamen  e  mo- 
ond,  oonHnereial  aagresHoee. 

Mr.  F.  ashed,  Was  it  ererknewo,  in  the  bisMry 
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pressed  tba  citizens  or  lubjeeU  of  anolfaet 
iDto  Iheir  fleets,  to  fiebt  agBiDHi  a  URtion  friendly 
to  tliat  from  vhich  (bey  had  been  iiqpreEsed,  and 
to  receive  do  wa^e*  oi  emoluments  untesa  they 
vould  enlist ;  whicli  few  of  them  erer  do,  except 
aodor  the  laah  of  the  boauwain,  which  ia  applied 
if  they«ppear  reluctant  to  do  the  meaneBi  drudg- 

Sj  and  wno  must  «f  neeestitv  hate  the  nation  for 
ich  the^  fought  1  No,  lir,  lhi<  cannot  be  shown. 
The  British  OoTeriiment  has  long  been  in  the 
habit  of  impreMiDg  their  own  subjects  for  seamen. 
In  France,  ve  have  been  lately  told  in  this  House, 
eoiucripts  are  forced  to  the  army.  Perhaps  the 
conscripts  are  the  same  that  we  hare  been  accus- 
tomed to  call  the  classes  of  militia  in  this  coun- 
try;  butit  isof  tbeirowaciiizBDs.  Impreuments 
to  the  Mvy  are  a  very  different  thing.  It  is  such 
an  exercise  of  tyranny  that  it  is  hoped  will  nefer 
be  exercised  in  this  coaotry.  Yet,still,  except  in 
the  case  of  our  seamen,  it  is  ibeir  own  subjects: 
thev  do  not  imprese  Swedes,  Danes,  or  Prussians. 
A  man  impressed  is  condemned  to  a  slavery  of 
the  worst  kind.  Slarety,  for  a  limited  time,  is  a 
Miilable  punishment  for  crimes ;  bot  the  sentence 
with  us,  and  in  all  oatioDS,  civilized  or  savage,  is 
decided  by  known  and  respooMble  judges  to  be  tht 
breach  of  some  law.  Bat  by  whom  is  the  sen 
tence  of  coDdemnalion  to  slavery  passed  on  oui 
cilizeDs,  sailing  under  the  protection  of  our  own 
flag,  chargeable  with  no  cnmel  Not  by  a  cour 
of  justice  in  any  form;  noi  even  by  an  officer  of 
high  respODsIbiltiy ;  but  by  some  young  subaltern 
of  ft  man-of'War,  which  is  oniyersallv  admitted  to 
resort  to  the  most  arbitrary  species  of  government 
existing.  No  oll>er  crime  is  alleged  lo  justify  the 
coDdemDaiioD,  but  that  he  speaks  the  English  lan- 
guage, or  has  became  an  Amerieaa  citizen,  and 


of  tyranny. 

We  have  not  long  since  expressed  a  just  abhor- 
rence orBtavery,bf  a  very  unanimous  vote  of  this 
Hoaiet  we  have  expressed  a  very  commendable 
avmpatby  for  the  untutored  sons  of  Africa,  of  a 
di&r«ni  color  from  ourael res, stolen  or  forced  from 
dieir  families  and  all  that  is  dear  to  tbcin  j  and 
•halt  w«  make  no  exertions  lo  protect  otir  own 
citizens  from  a  worse  kindof  slavery  ?  If  the  plant- 
ers of  South  Carolina,  or  any  other  State  where 
■laves  are  employed,  should  forcibly  lake  any  of 
oar  sons  frcHs  the  ploogh,  or  other  lawful  and 
BMcasary  occupation,  and  set  them  to  work  with 
other  staves  in  Mising  eotlon  or  rice,  the  ontrage 
WDuM  be  horrid,  indeed,  but  not  equal  to  the  im- 
prcaament  of  our  citizens.  The  slave  to  the  planter 
must  labor,  bnt  he  is  not  obliged  to  kill  (hose  who 
have  given  him  no  provocation,  or  to  be  killed 
hitBseir,  and  be  may  be  found  and  redeemed. 
Money  redeemed  our  captives  from  the  Barbarv 
coast,  and  we  felt  for  ihcm,  and  advanced  the  price. 

There  is,  sir,  another  point  of  view  presented  in 
the  impressment  of  our  seamen  which  otighl  to 
«ddr«*«  our  attention.  It  is  admitted  ih at  several 
IliMisand  of  our  impressed  citizens  are  employed 
on  board  the  British  men-of-war.  ligbiing  against 
France;  These,  it  is  believed,  are  sufficient  to 
nu  fiva  ihiii»«hke-liiic.   If  bf  Mt  aileDM  «ra 


connive  at  this,  or  by  our  wilful  neglect  of  sack 
peaceable  means  as  are  within  our  power  lo  pre- 
vent it,  mfty  not  this  be  charged  as  a  breach  of 
neutrality-— may  it  not  be  justly  called  war  in  dis- 
guise?   But  I  forbear. 

Commercial  asgressions,  such  as  capturing  oar 
merchant  ships  laden  with  cargoes  of  eoboial 
produce,  purchased  in  return  for  ibe  produce  of 
OUT  own  country  and  the  property  of  our  own  cit- 
izens, and  condemning,  contrary  to  the  laws  and  " 
usa|res  of  nations,  as  approved  and  practised  ev«a 
by  the  British  courts  until  August  last,  aid  open- 
ly in  her  decisions  subatiiutins  the  inatnietioDt  of 
the  court  in  the  place  of  the  law  of  nations,  con- 
trary lo  her  ovn  former  practice,  bv  which  it  is 
aetcDowledged  by  the  opposers  of  toe  resolution 
the  BrilisC  courts  have  already  condemned  at 
least  six  millions  of  dollars,  of  the  property  of  out 
citizens,  on  new  principles,  which,  not  being 
known  to  the  owners,  it  was  impossible  lo  pro- 
vide against  the  events.  Though  these  aggres- 
sions haje  hitherto  been  principally  eommitted  on 
cargoes  of  colonial  produce,  where  only  we  can 
find  a  market  for  the  produce  of  the  Middle  and 
Eastern  States,  yet  [he  principles  are  equally  ap- 
plicable to  much  of  our  East  India  trade,  and  to 
tbe  trade  with  France,  Spain,  and  HoUand,  ftom 
which  we  derive  most  of  the  favorable  balance  of 
trade,  which  enables  us  to  discharge  the  unfavot' 
able  balance  of  trade  with  Great  Britain  j  and  she 
can  so  apply  tbem  without  giving  notice  of  her 
iolention  at  a  time  when  she  knows  wt  have  tbe 
greatest  amount  of  property  on  tbe  oeean.  We 
cannotadmit  the  plea  of  necessity,  as  sugnaledln 
a  well  known  British  pamphlet,  and  advocated 
witbout  reserve  by  the  genifeman  from  Virginia. 
To  admit  this  would  justify  every  possible  ag- 
gression of  the  Power  at  war  agaiast  neutral  na- 
tions. We  make  no  war  in  disguise  against  Brit- 
ain ;  we  favor  her  as  much  as  m  our  netitrml  sta- 
tion and  commercial  situation  we  can  do.  We 
bear  with  aggressions  from  her  that  would  not  be 
offered  nor  borne  with  from  any  other  mtioa. 
The  profits  accruing  from  a  favorable  comno- 
cial  balance  with  other  nations  is  cbeerfDlly 
thrown  into  her  lap,  and  if  we  do  not  couiiniie  l» 
do  so  it  is  her  own  fault.  Justice  and  policy  re- 
quire that  she  should  do  bo.  Britain  pretends  no 
cause  of  eomplaiat  against  as.  We  bare  readily 
removed  such  as  she  eVN  had.  By  t^adinc  &•- 
cessiiv,  the  aggression  on  her  port  seems  to  be  ac- 
knowledged.   Let  her  remove  the  cause. 

This  question,  therefore,  naturally  arises,  ore 
these  things  wrong;  do  th^  not  only  affect  onr 
interest  but  our  national  independence  7  It  wu 
confidently  expected  that  to  this  inquiry  every 
member  would  answer  in  the  affirmative.  One 
member,  hewever,  has  ^one  far  to  advocate  all 
the  oggTessiouE  complained  of.  No  doubt,  hoW" 
ever,  a  «reat  majority  of -the  members  are  een- 
vinced  tbat  tbe  impressment,  and  the  other  og* 
gressions,  require  a  remedy;  the  object  of  lh« 
present  deliberation  is  to  discover  sucn  raeasnrei 
as  will  be  most  expedient,  not  only  lo  eorreet  the 
evil,  bat  to  procwe  leaMiMble  redies*  withotf 


byCOOgIC 


613 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


614 


1Iabor,1S06. 


fhn-lmporteUion  of  Good* from  Great  Britain. 


H.  OP  R. 


'  Mr.  P.  added,  t^at  it  wa*  reasoMble  to  expect 
•ome  direnity  of  0[>inioD  ;  that  such  a  diversity 
dees  exist  i*  eTideot  from  (he  number  and  varieiy 
tS  tbe  resoLaiiODR  referred  to  thia  Committee.  Of 
these,  some  are  subsiitates  for  the  leaoluiioD 
wbicli  imowthesubject  of  debate;  they  bare  the 
aame  object  in  TJew,  but  vary  in  the  means  pro- 
posed. Others  may  be  rery  properly  pnrsuea  !□ 
emcttrrenee  with,  and  in  aid  of,  (he  resolution 
Bnder  debate  -,  for  some  of  these,  with  proper 
modiflcfttions,  he  said  he  would  probably  vote. 
There  is  certainly  a  Tariety  of  methods  in  oar 
]Kiwer  ctf  applying  an  efieclual  and  Kt  the  same 
tnDO  peaceable  and  permanent  cmreotive  of  osr 
rromidB  of  complaint.  .  Tbe  method  proposed  in 
the  resolution  on  tbe  table  he  (hooght  welt  calcu- 
lated to  produce  (he  effect ;  (bat  the  discOBsioo  of 
it  %n>ald  at  least  bring  the  whole  subject  into 
new,  and  prepare  (heir  minds  for  other  resolutions. 
Mr.  P.  said  perhaps  be  would  be  told  that  it  is 
a  war  metiore,  and,  as  sncb,  oaght  to  be  avoided. 
We  have  been  told  so  already  by  a  gentleman 
from  Virginia,  (Mr.  J.  Rakdolph,)  who  was  up 
ycainday.  Mr.  F.  said  his  colleague,  ilrho  intro- 
duced the  resolution,  declared  he  did  not  consider 
it  as  a  war  measure,  and  that  be  himself  was  ab- 
sslotely  opposed  to  war  equally  with  bis  col- 

Tbis  reaolutioo  prorisionallr  proposes  terms 
wbicli  it  is  1ns(  and  reasonable  inB(  Britain  should 
Mmply  wiih,  and  which  is  fully  in  her  power,  (o 
prerent  tbe  importation  of  goods  tbe  produce  and 
nuDtifattiures  of  the  British  dominions,  until  t 
reasooable  accommodation  is  made  by  negotia- 
tion.    It  does  not  go  to  prevent  exportation. 

Bol  it  may  be  said,  and  it  is  no  doubt  the  opin- 
ion ot  some  members,  (l^t  tbe  subject  should  at 
ihia  time  be  left  whcilly  to  negotiation,  without 
Wing  aided  by  any  legislalive  measure.  This  is 
tbe  nacMt  impotiant  point  in  view  in  (be  sul^t 
Wfore  as. 

Both  the  supporters  and  iq^>oMrs  of  the  resoln- 
lioi)  agree  that  an  accommodation  by  negotiation 
ia  ■oleJf  their  object.  This,  he  nid,  was  no- 
doobtedly  bis  otijeet,  and  he  would  support  tbe 
Rxdution  on  the  table,  subject  to  whatever  mod- 
ification the  majority  of  the  Committee  may 
Aiak  proper  to  give  it,  solely  with  a  view  to  fur- 
Aer  a  favorable  negotiation.  But  will  any  mem- 
bar  sef  tbal  tbe  President  has  not  already  exerted 
all  the  powers  vested  in  bim,  and  all  the  talents 
of 'Which  be  i>  possessed,  lo  accomplish  an  ami- 
cable Bcgotiatioal  They  will  not.  They  will 
MK  iaf  tfaat  every  President  of  (be  United  States 
bas  not  done  everything  in  their  power,  b^r  nego- 
tiatioa,  to  preTeni  the  impressment  of  our  cttiiens, 
sjnee  the  impreasment  commenced  in  ITS^^tbe 
firM  time,  indeed,  in  the  history  of  nations,  that  a 
power  of  one  independent  nation  over  (he  ct(i- 
araa  ofanotber  independent  nation  was  assumed. 

Tbe  President,  in  his  first  Message  to  this  Con- 
gress, oSeially  brought  the  subject  Qefore  them,  fn 
a  sabae^ent  Mrssajge  he  informed  them  of  tbe  in- 
strae(ious  he  had  given,  of  the  exertions  thai  bad 
hecn  made,  and,  in  short,  that  o^oiiatian  was  ez- 
^fay,  tbes,shMiU  we  MfaaesiMb  kgis- 


lativeaid  as,  in  the  present  state  of  tbebusiness,  ia 
absolutely  necessary  lo  render  negotiation  EUccess- 
fnlf  Can  we  expect  success  without  some  effi- 
cient expression  of  the  national  will?  Former 
Presidents  did  not  expect  it  so  from  any  nation. 

Mr.  F.  said,  the  gentlemen  who  have  risen  in 
opposition  to  (he  resolntion  have  taken  no  notice 
of  the  impressment  of  our  citizens,  though  it  is 
by  far  tbe  most  aggravated  grievance.  They 
seem  to  give  to  Great  Britain  a  prescriptive  right 
of  that  essential  portion  of  our  independence. 
Happily,  however,  the  exercise  of  (hat  most  ty- 
rannical power  has  been  perseverin^y  protested 
against  by  every  Administration  since  that  un- 
precedented tyranny  began  to  be  exercised.  In- 
deed, the  fli«t  instance  of  acquiescence  which  has 
been  manifested  is  by  the  member  who  have 
spoken  in  opposition  to  this  resolution. 

Tbe  g|entleman  from  Virginia,  yesterday,  the 
second  time  be  has  been  up  on  tne  question,  ae- 
knowledged  tbe  omission,  but  seemed  to  make  an 
offset  of  (he  conduct  of  Spain  in  the  Mississippi 
Territory  last  Summer  to  balance  the  impress- 
ment. It  appears  tbs(  (wo  men  fled  from  justice 
from  tbe  se((lemem  possessed  by  Spain,  and  were 
pursued  and  taken  in  onr  territory,  out  afterwards 
rescued  from  the  officer  of  Spain.  This  might 
be  balanced  by  tbe  outrage  committed  by  the 
British  at  Detroit;  but  wiihont  dwelling  on  this 
insult,  it  is  sufficient  to  observe  that  the  two  men 
are  free  from  bondage,  and  that  (here  has  not  been 
time  to  remonstrate  and  negotiate  with  Spain 
since  the  ontrage  happened,  and  that  a  court  of 

Citice  is  competent  to  decide  on  it.  If  Bridin 
d  impressed  but  (women — if  she  had  impressed 
but  (WO  htradred,  and  bad  disavowed  the  inteit- 
tion  of  doing  so  any  more — if  the  Court  of  Lon- 
don had  not  advocated  and  avowed  persisiing  in 
tbe  unprecedented  outrage  on  the  laws  end  usage* 
of  nations — if  that  Qovemment  had  not  vindicat- 
ed the  conduct  and  refused  to  «gn  a  ccnvention 
an  (hat  subject  |[onee  agreed  (o)  wiihont  an  inad- 
miasiMe  ciaepiion,  it  may  be  presumed  the  ease 
would  not  have  been  bronght  before  tbe  Legis- 
lature. 

The  observations  of  this  gentleman,  however, 
so  often  bring  obr  relations  with  Spain  into  view, 
vitbou(  ex^anations,  (hat  though  they  hare  no 
connexion  with  the  subject  be^re  na,  he  would 
shortly  add  that,  in  the  purchaae  of  Louisiana 
from  Prance,  which  the  geiitleaiaD  from  Virginia 
'- '  'x  strong  terms  aekooiriedged  was  a  good 
in,  that  even  (bf  channel  of  (he  river  was 
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worth  (he  money,  Ac.,  yst  in  tbe  various  ttans- 
fers  between  France  and  Spain,  and  tbe  final 
transfer  (o  the  United  States,  the  boaadary  line* 
had  never  been  settled.  By  a  bill  reported  (o  (he 
last  Congress,  it  is  believed  by  the  ^ndeman 
from  Virginia  himself,  which  passed  iii(o  a  law, 
it  was  made  the  President's  dniv  to  take  posses- 
shin  of  ibe  Mobile  district.  He  did  so,  and  Spain 
objected  to  the  boundary,  and  the  afiair  becamea 
subject  of  negotiation,  as  well  as  the  unsettled 
Western  boundary.  As  soon  as  this  became  a 
subject  of  negotiation,  the  PresidHit  proceeded 
■0  furtbar,  bat  left  tbe  nndeeided  tMuadary  in  Ua 
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itaie  it  was,  until  th«  boaudkry  ibauld  be  amk*- 
hlf  aMUedi 

This,  sir,  is  (he  wif  I  nmlersluid  the  case  to 
•taqd  i  and  if  I  UDd.erstaod  it  truly,  ibe  Piesiileot 
baa  cooducted  with  great  correetaess,  agmabl^ 
m  the  law  of  natioos.  Of  tbe  traib  of  ibis  it  is 
not  oecHsarf  to  quote  aiubority,  oae  aiample  for 
iUuftraiioD  is  suSeieni :  though  the  Western 
kMudary  between  ihe  Uoiied  State*  and  the  Brit- 
bb  territory  bad  been  clearly  defined  in  ibe  de- 
QAitin  treaty  with  Quat  Britain,  yet  tbe  West- 
tia.  fofta  wiibin  our  ackaowledged  boundaty 
Weie  foreiUy  withheld  front  us  by  British  troops; 
tmi  while  fbe  fl^oliaiioD  conducted  by  Mr.  Jay 
was  in  progrew  at  the  Court  of  Loadoo,  the  Pres- 
ident, WwBiNaTOti,  Dot  only  withheld  the  Fed- 
wal  ttwtpt,  then  enfrtged  in  war  wUh  ibe  iDdiana, 
from  adTBDcing,  but  forbade  QeDeral  Irving  (torn 
going  with  a  party  of  PenQsylraoia  militia  to  lay 
cuat  a  town  on  the  margia  of  Lake  Erie,  id  Penn- 
qrWaBia,  frbeitt  it  was  not  kooisa  that  erei  tbe 
^ititb  bad  advaooed  a  claim  siuce  tbe  Rerolu- 
QOD.  or  taken  possession  ;  hut  neither  had  we  ac- 
tually occupied  it  before,  but  it  was  within  the 
i^nowled^ed  boundary  of  that  Stale.  Retaio- 
ifig  possesaiui  until  tbe  boundai'y  is  settled  is  no 
^wressioo  on  the  part  of  Spain. 

ftlr.  F.  said,  we  are  alarmed  with  dangers  in- 
■tead  of  being  oonrinced  by  argument.  If  the 
gentleman  from  Virginia  is,  indeed,  not  much 
■tiatakeo,  we  are  first  to  be  ruined  by  war  with 
Britain,  and  afterwards  overwhelioed  by  France, 
«Dd  disirefied  with  namerous  priTaiions.  It  is 
Uue,  if  Britain  or  any  other  nalion  find  it  to  he 
ttieii  iaiereat  and  design  to  go  to  war  with  ui|, 
tluty  wilt  never  be  at  a  loss  to  assign  a  cause.  We 
CBBDOt  tun  our  feet  in  regulating  our  own  coaa- 
Vkerce,  but  they  can,  in  a  manilesto,  gire  it  the 
uloriag  of  a  cause  (rf'  war.  Wiihotit  imputing 
to  Britwa  a  lesa  degree  of  justiee  or  honor,  or 
Mlculating  on  her  possesstag  a  bigher  sense  of 
na^onai  depravity  than-aoy  otlter  nation,  ws  must 
tU^mtt  that  she  is  a  pretty  good  judge  oi  her 
oiro  ieterest,  and  sufficiently  disposed  to  pursuf 
it.  If  that  is  admitted,  it  is  tbe  most  evidest  in- 
taaest  of  Bfitaia  to  cease  from  hei  aggressions, 
aitd  make  reasonaUe  restitutioD,  in  prMereoee  to 
war  or  th^  prifatioos  we  oan  ihbIib  ber  auSec 
wittwat  gping  10  war.  At  present,  and  for  a  eon- 
aidcrfthla  thpie  past,  bet  commerce  has  beeit  ex- 
oliidfd  from  the  greatest  exleot  of  the  tttoal  fertile 
Vid  waaUby  part  of  Euraoe^  and  in  ibeae  ooon- 
tttaa  nannlactures  an  m  ilnch  eueoiuvad.  that 
the  British  goods  can  oerer  again  be  in  me  same 
dwUaadi  in  tbatqDarte^  Foraomeof  ber  moat 
WWsire  asd  important  manubeiarea  she  de- 
ptnda  on  Ute  United  Slates  for  the  raw  msteriah^ 
to  tbe  amount  of  near  t5,000,000,  beside*  a  large 
Muant  of  olher  articles  of  the  first  oeceasiiy. 
Xbeseinunfaeturea,thegreatsourceof  ber  wealth 


nalion  in  the  world,  probably  all  tbe  nations  of 
Bnntpai  do  not  consume  so  much  of  her  mann- 
ftelufes  aa  tbe  United  States  do ;  they  not  only 
eoaamaa  what  paya  Sk  tba  vast  amount  «f  raw 


nMterials  of  out  ova  produce  n4iicb  Briuin  re- 
ceives, but  alsu.io  ibe  amouat  of  several  miliiooa 
of  foreign  articles  which  ikiey  pitrobase  from  oiu. 
mercbaBt*  |  but  they  create  a  balance  againat  i» 
to  a  greater  amouat  than  the  whole  aoauHl  tevo- 
□ue  of  tbe  United  States,  the  dischatge  of  which 
swallows  ap  (be  profits  acquired  by  out  exports  to 
all  other  cuuntries. 

When  or  by  whom  was  erer.  nOn-impariatioa 
deemed  a  war  measure  1  Not  at  any  lims  m 
know  of  by  Britain,  the  United  States,  or  probably 
any  oiben  nation.  The  British  Treaty  reoogaisef 
it  as  a  measure  of  peace.  While  we  were  yet 
eelonies  we  had  recourse  (o  noo- in  porta  tiftn  by 
voluntary  agreement,  in  order  to  induce  Britain  to 
repeal  ilte  stamp  act,  afteir  other  meibod*  had  been 
eshaaited.  It  was  not  considered  or  treated  «■  n 
war  measure  by  either  party, but  by  afieeting  the 
maoufaciuriog  interest,  &«.,  in  Britain  it  ptocurad 
the  repeal  of  the  stamp  act.  Tbe  same  laeatare 
procured  the  repeal  in  pan  of  the  revenue  aoiai 
wbai  of  iJiem  remained  onrepealed,  as  a  ]:dedge  ot 
the  sovereign  right  of  the  British  Parliament  to 
l^islate  for  tbe  colonies,  prodtiatd  tke  war  which 
esiablished  our  independence. 

During  the  first  session  of  the  third  CeogveBi, 
informaiion  of  the  British  OEders-of  the  Bib  of 
June,  1798,  and  tbe  aggressions  in  pursuaoM  of 
these  orders  committed  on  out  commeice,  were 
ufficially  conimunicated  to  Coogresa  by  the  Praai' 
dent.  In  consequence  of  wtueb,  Mr.  Uaniaoa 
submitted  certain  reMilutioos  that  are  oow  in  tho 
bands  of  the  members,  but  before  any  final  decu- 
ioD  on  them  bad  taken  place,  ioformaiioa  wkb  re- 
ceived of  tbe  orderaof  the  SlboriSovenbef  1793, 
which  authorised  a  higher  dpSgrae  i^  agarjaaion 
(ban  had  been  heretofore  eomoulted.  Neither 
ibe  orders  of  June  or  November  were  oibei wise 
known  hut  by  iheir  eucutioo,  until  alter  great 
great  damagaiiad  beeasustained.  lBooa*C|quenaa 
of  iofurmatioo  of  these  rninous  deoredations  ^ 
embargo  for  thirty  days  was  laid  atiei  tntd  chys 
consideration,  with  an  interval  between,  with  sfaiH 
doors.  Tbe  emibargo  was  soon  after  ejileadcd  foe 
thirty  days  longei. 

The  embargo,  bovevw,  wnanot  intended  m  n 
permanent  measut^  dot  axpeeted  to  baea  asf 
permanaot  e$eettit  cwild  aot  bava  a  great  o&el 
except  on  tbe  &iiish  IWeat  Indies  which  iie^atii 
ed  on  us  for  their  neoessaty- supplies.  The  ena- 
baigo  boveT^  aeouted  what  was  yet  in  oar  hai> 
bors  until  Congress  might  have  time  lodelibesaia^ 
and  Britain  did  not  (Kftt  it  as  a  war  mensure. 

The  first  reault  of  that  deliberation  was  a  leag 
luiioq  fof  seguealrating  tbe  debts  due  to  Britiah 
subjects,  by  ciliaeos  of  this  oottoiry,  which  wm 
at  this  time  a  largeuoouat  After  this  bwl  bean 
considered  for  a  considerable  time,  and  afienrarda 
discussed,  it  was  dropped,  and  a  resolution  for  n 
non-intercourse  with  the  British  dominions  ssb- 
mitied  to  tbe  House.  This  resolution  was,  vfith 
frequent  iDteryal*,  a  wibjecl  of  ddiberatioD  for 
some  weeks  before  (he  House  of  Repreaeniniivea, 
and  in  all  its  stages  was  supported  by  a  majoritf. 
While  this  sutyect  was  before  the  House,  and  W- 
fore  n  bill  was  onkmd  to  be  Nforted,  inf-nmilitn 
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was  reeeiTed  ihst  Brinio,  od  the  8th  of  January, 
had  riTorablr  levUed  the  orders  of  the  6ih  of 
Nortmbrr  preceding,  and  ihat  ont  commerce  was 
again  admiited  to  be  conducted  oa  lach  a  footiog 
as  we  have  since  acquiMced  In  wiib  liiile  com- 
plaint. But  the  progress  of  the  Qon-inlereourse 
litl  was  not  therefore  stopped ;  the  British  Court 
had  issued  orders  on  one  principle  in  June,  aad 
npon  anoihei  principle  in  November,  and  a  third 
priociple  in  March.  Three  orders  essenlially  dif- 
ferent from  each  other  in  seven  months,  and 
might  probably  have  made  another  change  berore 
this  iniormatiDn  arrived^  the  bill  therefore  passed 
iheHoDse  bf  a  greater  majority  than  it  isbeiteved 
any  other  commercial  measure  during  that  session. 
It  passed  also  in  the  Senate  by  a  respectable  ma- 
jority, till  the  order  for  the  last  reading;  when,  the 
TOtes  beiog  equal,  the  bill  was  refiiBed  the  last  read- 
hig  by  the  Vice  President's  vole.  The  President 
liad  recently-  nominated  Mr.  Jay,  Envoy  Extra- 
lordmiry  to  the  Court  of  London;  this  lodoeed  a 
number  of  the  members  of  the  Senate  to  believe 
that  it  was  not  necessary  to  pass  the  non-failer- 
course  bill  into  a  law. 

Mr.  P.  said,  he  had  strScient  grdund  to  beTieve 
that  the  President  delayed  the  nomiaaiiou  of  an 
BnTOf  for  a  considerable  time,  waiting  for  the  pro- 
mss  of  the  bill,  and  that  he  did  not  nominaie  the 
Eovoy  with  an  iQtention  to  defeat  the  last  vote  on 
the  bill,  but  rather  to  correnpond  with  it.  Thus 
linbe  well  recollected  that  on  ibe  day  that  the  non- 
intercourse  resolution  was  submined  id  the  House, 
la  conversatioQ  With  one  of  the  heads  of  depari- 
tnents,  on  the  subject  of  the  President  sending  an 
Baroy,  which  Was  then  much  talked  of^  the  gen- 
tleman said  that  the  President  would  Hend  an  Ba- 
Toy  as  HuOn  as  Confess  had  strengthened  his 
hauds  with  any  sufficient  expression  of  the  pub- 
lic will ;  ibai  Madison's  resolutions  appeared  suil- 
kble  early  in  the  session  was  generally  admitted, 
btH  thejf  were  dropped  perhaps  as  not  correspond- 
Ing  to  the  increased  aggressions  since  November. 
The  resolution  fbr  seqoestration,  he  said,  he  did 
hm  approve,  but  theresolution  for  non-intercourse, 
Then  submitted  to  ibe  Hoase  by  Mr.  Clark  of 
IVew  Jersey,  he  thought  would  answer  the  pur- 
)>ose,  and  that  if  it  passed  Congress,  the  President 
would  neod  an  Envoy.  It  did  pass  the  House  of 
Representatives  by  a  large  majority,  and  the  sec- 
ond readins  in  the  Senate  before  the  Envoy  was 
nominated  t>y  the  Presidehl.  These  eircumsiaa- 
cea  ar«  mentioned  to  demonstrate  that  at  no  period 
heretofore,  either  before  or  since  the  declaration  of 
independence,  was  tefusiog  to  import  or  consume 
the  produce  or  mannl^ctnres  of  any  country 
deemed  a  war  measure;  it  cannot  be  so  unless 
■ome  treaty  is  thereby  broken.  The  British 
Treaty  secures  ibis  right  to  both  parties. 

Mr.  F.  Naid  it  was  irue  that  not  only  on  the  oc- 
nnsiona  sbovementioned,  but  on  the  discussion  of 
the  resoloiion  submitted  by  Mr.  Ma.iison,  on  the 
Yesolutions  for  an  embargo  and  the  opposition  to 
the  British  Treaty  being  raiiSed.  there  were  mem- 
liers  and  others  who  declarea  these  measures 
tvotild  lead  to  war,  dtc.  It  Was  particularly  so 
WtwD  dn  qmatloa  Of  tbe  embBrgo  wai  fint  dia- 


cnssed.  That  the  measure  will  lead  to.  War  ia  al- 
ways the  cant  word  of  opposition,  and  is  well  cal* 
cutated  to  alarm  such  of  the  ciiize&a  as  are  nm 
well  informed  ;  but  enacting  such  measures  are 
agreeable  to  the  Treaty  with  Britain,  and  withita 
the  unquestionable  righis  of  sovereignty,  tberefoit* 
cannot  of  themselves  cause  war.  The  resolutok 
therefore  is  not  objeciionable  on  this  ground, 
whatever  it  may  be  on  the  ground  of  eipedieacV. 
But  if  the  Briiish  GuvernmeDt  should,  disre^ro- 
tng  the  principles  of  jusiice,  embargo  oar  ships  ib 
their  harbors,  capture  them  on  the  ocean,  where 
we  have  a  large  amount  of  property  afloat,  and 
even  if  they  should  he  mad  enough  to  attack  oOr 
ports  and  harbors  with  their  fleet,  if  they  should 
do  all  that  has  been  suggested  by  the  genileman 
from  Virginia,  we  have  the  power  and  means  df 
making  reprisals.  Mr.  P.  said,  that  that  genilemab 
had  yesterday  charged  his  colleague  (Mr.  Suilib) 
with  inconsistency,  he  haviof  formerly  opposed 
a  fleet  and  was  now  in  favor  oione,  dbc.  But  thb 
was  not  the  case;  neither  his  colleague  nor  him- 
self were  in  favor  of  a  fieet,  nor  wotild  ever  voQ> 
for  one  to  oppose  or  make  reprisals  oB  Britain, 
while  less  expensiveand  much  more  certain  meaaa 
of  reprisal  were  in  our  power.  The  vaal  amount 
of  stock  that  the  British  subjects  owned  in  otli 
funds  and  banks,  and  of  debts  due  froip  out  mer- 
chauts  to  her  merchants  and  Than ufactu Mrs,  and 
ber  teTtitoYies  of  Nova  Scotia  and  Canada,  in  oak 
neighborhood,  which,  though  of  no  great  value  tb 
OS,  are  of  incalculable  value  to  her,  are  all  in  ottt 
power,aodare  all  lawful  objectsforreprriBls,Wfaii:n 
at  1e<ist  may  bfe  justifled  by  excess  of  provocation. 
Even  supposing  Great  Britain  lost  to  all  sense  of 
justice  and  national  honor,  which  he  did  noi  fednlU 
m  iis  whole  extent,  yet  we  will  all  admit  that  she  k 
sensible  of  and  pnrsues  her  own  interesi ;  and  ihit 
togotoextremities  with  asoh 


the  account  of  all  she  gains  by  the  aggressions  Of 
which  we  complain,  must  be  aam.'"  "  ""  -~'' 
pet  en  t  judges. 


led  by  all  c< 


The  geniiemaD  from  Virginia  has  spoken  of  the 
character  of  those  engaged  in  commerce,  in  ka 
unusual  strain  of  acrimony;  he  has  denouncM 
commercial  pursuits,  and  denied  protection  to  it 
beyond  gunshot  from  our  shores,  dbe.  It  is  una 
he  yesterday  refused  protection  only  to  what  i* 
usually,  thoagh  incorrectly,  called  the  carrying 
"--ide.    Formerly,  by  the  carrying  trade  wai  u^" 


produce  of  Der  own  to  export,  waa  generally 
greatly  engaged.  Her  meri:tiaQts  were  formerly 
the  carriers  for  all  the  maritime  nations  of  Eu- 
rope. Our  own  shipping  merchants  also  Wei% 
early  ensaged  iu  this  trade ;  eVen  before  1793,  they 
contended  for  the  right  of  doing  so ;  but  that  is  now 
given  up:  if  any  do  now  engage  in  it  they  aeiihor 
claim  nor  receive  protection  from  our  Qovertt- 
ment.  f  he  name  of  carrying  trade  is  now  ap- 
plied to  thai  commerce  carried  on  by  purchasing; 
goods  In  «ne  country,  bringing  them  to  our  coun- 
try, and,  if  (hey  are  not  In  demand  ihere,  reahip- 
ping  them  to  a  foreign  market,  dbc.,  or  diapooing 
of  lEera  to  tliM«  who  do  lo. 
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Mr.  F.  said  that  he  vas  aslonished  lo  hear  this 
commerce  stated  as  inimical  to  agriculture,  as  its 
rival,  dtc.  Whatevei  may  be  said  of  the  raauu' 
factures  and  commerce  of  Britain  bein^  rivals  to 
thelanded  interest,  itwill  not  apply  ID  ibis  country. 
We  have  no  established  mauuracturea  in  the 
eouDlry,  therefbre  oar  own  maaufactures  are  not 
the  sources  of  commerce,  as  they  are  in  Britain. 
The  produce  of  agriculture,  viz :  what  can  be 
■pared  from  the  farm,  or  what  can  be  caught  in 
the  ocean  by  the  industry  of  our  own  citizens,  is 
Ihcsole  basis  of  our  commerce,  and  if  agriculture 
fails,  commerce  fails  with  it.  '  What  is  called 
with  us  the  carrying  trade,  and  the  direct  trade, 
cannot  easily  be  separated.  We  take  from  Bcilain 
to  the  amount  of  near  twelve  millioDs  of  dollars 
more  than  she  takes  from  us ;  how  will  we  pay 
ft  ?  She  does  not  take  our  flour,  meat,  or  Ash, 
and  but  very  little  of  anything  from  the  Middle 
or  Eastern  Stales.  We  sell  our  flour,  meat,  Slc, 
chiefly  in  the  French  and  Spanish  West  Indies, 
and  bring  the  returns  iji  su^ar,  cofiee,  rum,  dcc.,.to 
our  own  ports;  and  what  is  not  consumed  in  our 
-  own  coqntry  is  permitted  to  be  shipped  to  the 
European  ports,  where  they  can  find  a  market 
under  a  neutral  character,  and  the  proceeds  are 
transmitted  to  Britain  to  pay  the  balance  she  has 
against  us,  or  in  patt  in  such  goods  as  can  be  got 
where  the  sales  are  made.  A  scarcity  of  bread 
sometimes  induces  Briiain  to  open  her  ports  to 
our  grain  and  fiour,  but  even  then  the  cargo  eX' 
ported  will  come  far  short  of  paying  for  a  return 
cargo  of  her  finished  manufactures;  and  it  is  the 
same  with  the  bulky  raw  materials  of  the  Bouth- 
ern  States,  of  which  Britain  takes  a  Urge  propor- 
tion; the  balance  has  to  be  paid  in  the  circuitous 
manner  mentioned  above.  Our  provisions,  dtc., 
sold  in  the  West  Indies,  will  not  purchase  return 
cargoes  of  coflee,  sugar,  rum,  &c.,  and  but  little 
money  can  be  got;  the  return  cargoes  therefore, 
if  more  than  is  necessary  for  home  consumption, 
must  he  permitted  to  find  a  market  in  other  coun- 
tries, and  for  this  permission  a  duty  is  paid.  Thus, 
what  is  called  the  cairvio^  trade  u  so  combined 
with  the  direct  trade,  tnat  it  cannot  be  separated 
without  injury  to  the  farmer  as  well  as  the  mer- 

Perbaps  to  those  who  understabd  the  subject, 
wagoners  constantly  employed  in  hauling  mer- 
chandise from  Philadelphia  and  Baltimore  on  the 
great  Western  load  to  Fittsborg,  may  in  some 
measure  illustrate  the  carrying  trade  as  connected 
with  the  exports  of  our  produce  to  a  foreign  mar- 
ket. About  300  of  five  and  six  horse  teams  are 
constantly,  at  all  seasons,  employed  in  hauling 
goods  from  these  two  ports,  besides  many  other 
teams  occasionally ;  they  pass  through  the  divid- 
ing ground  between  the  Atlantic  and  Western 
waters,  as  ihev  would  otherwise  return  empty, 
likes  ship  in  ballast;  they  take  in  flour  on  the 
wa^,  generally  at  half  the  price  for  carriage  at 
which  the  flour  will  sell  at  the  ports ;  but  if  they 
were  not  to  be  certain  of  back  loading  in  return- 
ing, they  would  not  take  the  a\i\  of  the  fiour  on 
condition  of  hauling  it ;  but  it  they  were  to  haul 
no  mote  goods  than  what  the  flour  would  pur- 


chase, or  than  what  is  consumed  in  the  conntrr, 
one  barrel  out  of  twenty  could  not  be  hauled. 
The  goods  are  taken  to  Pittsburg,  MoaongaheLa, 
Whe^ing,  dtc,  and  boated  to  the  western  parts 
of  Virginia,  Kentucky,  Ohio  State,  and  even  to 
Tennessee.  If  the  carrying  trade  from  the  goods 
brought  in  the  wagons  was  not  permitted,  the  pro- 
duce  would  not  And  a  market,  and  the  imported 

foods  would  come  much  dearer  to  the  consumer. 
robably  Pennsylvania,  in  which  there  are  ■ 
greater,  proportion  of  citizens  who  reside  at  adis- 
lance  from  a  seaport  than  in  any  other  State,  hare 
felt  earlier  and  more  severely  the  efiects  of  Brit- 
ish aggression  than  (he  citizens  of  any  other  At- 
lantic Stale.  Tbe  flour  sells  so  low  since  these 
aggressions  commenced  that  the  wagoners  return 
unloaded,  and  prefer  hauling  the  leed  for  their 
horses  to  hauling  flour. 

Mr.  F.  said  the  protection  secured  by  the  Con- 
stitution to  commerce  was  well  stated  and  en- 
forced by  his  colleague,  fMr.  Shilie,)  and  need 
not  be  repeated.  It  is  well  known  that  the  East- 
ern and  most  of  the. Middle  States  were  engaged 
in  commerce,  both  direct  and  circuitonSj  almost 
from  the  commencement  uf  their  colonization ; 
tbat  restraints  on  tbe  commerce  by  the  British 
Government  was  one  principal  cause  of  declaring 
Independence.  The  power  to  regulate  and  pro- 
tect commerce  was  endeavored  to  be  Tested  in  the 
old  Congress,  and  the  necessity  of  obtaining  that 
power  was  the  moving  cause  of  changing  that 
lorm  of  Government.  Therefore,  his  colleagn« 
was  right  in  staling  that  the  commerce  of  the 
Eastern  and  Middle  States  has  an  equal  claim  to 
protection  as  the  agriculture  of  the  Southern 
States.  If  we  denounce  tbe  character  of  one 
class  of  citizens,  such  as  the  merchants  as  a  bodf 
have  been  denounced  on  this  floor,  we  may  so  on 
and  denounce  another  and  another  class  until  one 
Slate  denouDCes  another,  and  so  put  sn  end  to 
the  Union,  and  destroy  alt  confidence  between 
citizens  of  diflerenl  professions  as  well  ai  between 
different  Slates.  Congress  is  fuUy  vested  with 
the  power  of  regulating  commerce  witH  foreign 
nations,  and  consequently  with  the  power  of  pro- 
tecting and  of  restraining  it.  Congress  can  bmit 
the  extent  to  which  what  is  callecTeither  the  di- 
rect or  carrying  trade  ought  to  be  permitted,  but 
as  far  as  anv  trade  is  authorized  to  be  carried  on, 
it  is  entitlea  to  protection. 

Mr.  F.  said,  that  though  be  absolutely  denied 
that  the  resolution  was  a  measure  that  in  justice, 
or  on  the  acknowledged  principles  of  the  law  of 
nations,  led  lo  war  more  than  any  other  resolution 
submitted  to  the  Committee  did,  yet  he  acknow- 
ledged that  it  would  occasion  more  privations 
than  some  of  them.  It  would  lessen  the  supplies 
of  some  kinds  of  such  manufactures  as  we  were 
accustomed  to  consume.  It  would,  in  some  meas- 
ure, change  theaccustomed  channels  of  commere& 
It  would  Tor  some  time,  no  doubt,  lessen  in  some 
degree  the  amount  of  our  revenue,  but  by  no 
means  to  the  terrific  amount  suggested  by  some 
gentlemen  who  have  spoken  in  opposition  to  the 
resolution.  Our  merchants,  possessed  as  they  are 
of  a  sufficient  number  of  ships  and  a  competeot 
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mmouQt  of  eapiul  will,  in  the  pursuit  of  their 
own  interest,  fiDd  a  sufficient  supply  of  msDufae- 
tures  from  other  couotries,  and  thereby  eacou- 
ra^  ft  competition  with  ibe  maDufacturers  of 
Britain  ;  and  even  if  for  a  time  they  fail  in  doing 
this,  they  will  procure  British  gooda  irom  oiber 
Coan(riK>,  to  which  they  will  be  traumilled  at  a 
considerable  loss  (o  the  owners,  so  that  oar  neces- 
sary wania  will  be  supplied  and  out  reTenue  suffer 
Tery  little  defalcation,  and  our  own  manufactares 
it  encouraged.  This  is,  however,  supposioK  the 
worst  that  may  happeu— nt  is  supposing  tbal  Brit- 
ain will  have  to  much  lost  all  respect  to  her  owu 
intereat  as  to  perserere  in  her  aggreastons  con- 
trary to  her  interest;  this  she  has  rarely  hereto-' 
fore  dooe,  and  her  relief  is  fully  in  her  own  power. 
Let  her  only  aet  as  before  last  August 

Mr.  F.  said  that,  after  all,  the  question  is  not  so 
much  wh«Ther  we  shall  adopt  the  resolution  now 
before  the  House,  as  whether  we  shall  agree  to 
any  measure  of  mj  kind  to  stienglben  the  bands 
of  the  Executive  in  negotiating  with  Britain. 
That  we  should  do  so  he  considered  as  absolutely 
necetsarr ;  but  the  choice  of  measures  would  be 

Siremed  by  the  view  of  their  expedieaey,  all 
JBga  considered.  What  will  be  the  consequence 
of  neglecting  to  do  anything  1  To  answer  thia 
qneslioD,  let  us  examine  how  the  case  stands. 

We  are  officially  informed  that  the  President 
has  raade'erery  effort  in  his  power  to  negotiate. 
FailtDR  in  the  object  of  these  efforts,  he  has  offi- 
cially laid  the  case  before  Congrtu,  which  is  ez- 
dntirely  vested  with  competent  powers  to  pre- 
scribe rules  io  such  an  emergency.  They,  only 
kare  the  Constitutional  power  of  declaring  war, 
if  that  M  expedient;  but  aa  the  intention  of  de- 
claring war  iseqnally  repusoant  to  the  wishes  of 
those  who  support  the  resolution  as  it  is  to  those 
who  oppose  it,  and  as  the  British  Treaty  secures 
to  both  nations  the  right  of  prohibiting  importa- 
tion, it  is  evident  that  however  the  aggressions 
complained  of  might  jasttfy  war,  it  is  the  wish  of 
all  the  members  to  use  every  other  practicable 
method  to  procure  redress  rather  than  resort  to 
war;  but  if  no  measures  are  adopted  to  indoce 
Great  Britain  to  enter  into  a  reasonable  negotia- 
tion, it  had  been  much  better  that  Ihe  President's 
Mmage  and  the  documents  accompanying  it 
had  never  been  referred  to  this  committee,  and 
that  the  resolution  before  us,  or  any  other  resolu- 
tion with  a  view  to  the  same  object,  had  never 
been  discusaet) ;  because,  the  subject  being  onoe 
disCDsaed,  and  no  measures  agreed  to  calculated 
to  invcure  redress,  Britain  will  be  justified  ia  be- 
Iteving  that  Congress  approve  of  what  the  Presi- 
dent considered  as  aggressions,  especially  as  some 
of  the  arguments  on  this  floor  were  not  only  an 
apology  but  a  vindication  of  the  adjudications  of 
the  British  courts,  if  not  of  the  impressments. 

After  making  some  apology  for  detaining  the 
House  so  loug,Mr.F.  requested  permission  to  make 
a  few  observations  ou  a  subject  which,  though  it 
bad  00  relation  to  the  question  before  the  House, 
yet  it  had  more  than  once  been  introduced  by  the 
gentleman  from  Virginia,  without  being  called  to 
wdet.    Every  member  knows  that  some  subjeeta 


had  been  discussed  with  closed  doors  early  in  the 
session,  and  that  the  confidential  obligation  was 
not  yet  removed.  The  geaileraan  who  introduced 
the  ^ubieoi,  (in  language  not  verv  decorous,)  knew 
that  it  nad  no  connexion  with  the  question  before 
the  Hotse.  He  would  not  pretend  to  arraign  ihe 
gentleman's  motives,  but  the  evident  tendency  was 
to  excite  an  unneceaaary  alarm  in  the  minds  of 
the  citizens.  Be  his  intention  what  it  would,  it 
it  would  not  very  extensively  have  that  effect.  All 
well-informed  citizens  knew  that  the  House  had  a 
Constitutional  authority  to  close  the  doors,  when 
the  subject  in  their  opinion  required  secrecy;  and 
every  member  expnienced  in  public  bodies  knew, 
that  even  an  allusion  to  what  was  discussed  with 
closed  doors  was  never  permitted,  however  inno- 
cently or  inadvertently  it  was  done,  without  an 
immediate  call  to  order ;  and  for  a  very  good  rea- 
son.  because  it  could  not  be  replied  to.  Mr.  F. 
said  he  had  been  many  years  a  member  of  public 
bodies,  and  often  sat  with  closed  doors^  but  never 
before  this  occasion  observed  such  allusions  made 
to  it  in  puUie  debate  without  a  cheek.  It  is  well 
known  inat  the  members  oever,forlheirownsBkea, 
wish  to  sit  with  closed  doors.  They  know  that 
when  they  do  so,  some  important  restraints  in 
favor  of  decency  and  order  Are  wanting. 

The  gentleman  from  Virginia  and  other  mem- 
bers who  sat  in  the  seventh  Congress  know  that 
a  subject  was  discussed  and  decided  with  closed 
doors,  in  condactiag  which  that  gentleman  was  a 
principal  agent.  The  injunction  of  secrecy  was 
not  taken  off  till  after  the  meeting  ftf  the  fii^t  ses- 
sion of  [he  next  Consress,oor  even  yet  is  it  wholly 
removed.  The  gendeman  from  Virginia  knows 
this,  and  knows  tnat  it  has  never  been  complained 
of,  nor  in  this  maonsr  introduced  on  the  floor.  It 
ia  well  known  that  (with  very  few  exceptions, 
such  as  laying  an  embargo,  &c.]l  the  doors  are 
never  closed  except  on  foreign  affairs,  communi- 
cated in  confidence  by  the  President;  that  even 
these  are  not  kept  secret  on  account  of  our  own 
citizens,  but  on  account  of  our  foreign  relations— 
not  only  on  aecoUDt  of  the  nation  that  may  happen 
to  be  the  subject  of  the  communication,  but  on  ac- 
count of  other  nations  who  might  interfere  to  our 
Injury — and  sometimes  on  account  of  the  itfent 
there,fromwhom  Important  information  may  ure 
been  receiv^.  This,  the  gentleman  from  Virginia 
knows  welL  It  is  vain,  by  any  such  arts,  to  per- 
suade the  citizens  that  the  majority  of  their  rep- 
es  would  knowingly  betray  their  inter- 
ests  when  the  doors  were  closed.  Their  consliu 
reamuch  better  security  than  open  doors, 
oaths.  They  have  a  common  inierat 
with  their  representatives,  and  their  representa- 
tives with  them.  They  oould  not  betray  the  inier- 
eita  of  their  constituents  without  betraying  theit 
own.  Mr.  F.  said  he  was  a  farmer ;  his  sons  and 
his  tons-in-law  were  farmers;  and  his  grandchil- 
dren most  i^obably  would  be  farmers;  and  hi* 
constituents  were  as  generally  so  as  in  any  other 
district  in  the  Union;  and  when  he  looked  around 
him,  be  believed  the  majority  of  the  members  de- 
pended on  agriculture  also.  The  ci,tizens  knew 
this,  and  therefore  knew  that  the  members  could 
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un  injure  their  imeresl  without  injuriDg  the  ioter- 
Ht  of  tliPinwlves  and  their  posierity. 

Mr.  Earlt. — Mr.  ChairmaD,  it  is  my  inien- 
tion,  ID  iHbmJtting  to  the  Committee  those  otwer- 
vations  which  I  am  ibout  to  make,  to  coofioe  my- 
•elf  entirely  to  the  iperits  of  tfacqueilJOD  imdei 
eODfidentioD. 

Upon  tbiti,  at  npon  anottier  Teeent  oecasioD,  oar 
vttenlioD  has  beeo  sninmoued  at  (be  outset  of  ibe' 
dlMutsion  to  what  gentlemen  cbooae  to  call  the' 
■pirlt  of  tbe  nation.  We  are  told,  that  this  apitit 
bad  been  awakened  by  tbe  events  wbiob  led  to 
the  inmnJuctioo  of  the  resololion  upon  the  table, 
sod  bad  oatled  upon  m  in  a  loud  rnice,  to  adopt 
«iiPTa«tic  measures  for  the  Tindication  of  CHir  db- 
ttonal  honor,  and  for  tbo  proteeiion  of  our  national 
Vifchts.  The  faets,  sir,  are  iocorreclly  represented. 
The  prop4e  of  this  nation,  iadeDtifipd  with  the 
OoTFrnment  of  the  nation,  will  at  all  times  stand 
Toady  lo  support  that  Qovsinment  with  the  ener- 
gies of  the  nation,  when  a  proper  occasion  shall 
IireWBt  itself.  Qoremed  b^  persons  of  their  own 
■DDHdiate  choice,  tbey  will  conGdeDtly  repose 
}b  tneh  peraoDt  tlie  determinatioa  of  that  <]uea- 
ikn.  Does  it  follow,  that  beoaMe  they  hare 
fledged  to  us  the  so^pport  of  tbe  naiiooal  energies, 
if  in  our  ludgneat  tbM  are  become  necessary, 
-that  iberefote  we  ne  nailed  upon  to  take  a  cotine 
Which  may  render  tkem  Becessaryl  It  is  true 
thaithe  ^pprekmsionB  at  the  public  have  been  ex- 
cited leM  a  period  had  arrived  in  which  it  wootd 
Ik  nraesnry  to  pat  to  risk  tbenatioiwl  peace.  Yes, 
wr,  it  is  too  true  ibat  alarm  hasbpen  spread  tbrotigh 
every  quartet  of  the  Union.  But  by  what  nean^ 
Mid  iVom  what  soarceal  It  has  been  by  the  to- 
«ufr«o[  view*  of  tbe  nature  and  stale  of  iJie  in- 
terens at  slake,  with  wbi^  our  ^mblicpriais have 
Memed.  It  ha«  beon  by  tasgnifyioe  represenla- 
tiUDs  «f  the  iinuries  really  sustainea  on  tbe  one 
part,  hnd  on  the  other,  fcy  imposing  oalculaiioiis 
M  to  tbe  sacrifices  demaaded  to  effect  redress. 
TbesB  incorrect  views  <A  the  sshjcci  are  believed 
to  have  been  the  offspring  of  mercantile  iofluaBce 
it  isfrom  this  source,  by  Utese  means,  and  ihroiigh 
tbCM  chanaels,  that  tbe  public  apprehension  Imk 
been  reused  upon  tbit  occasioa.  Bot  it  is  oor 
fluty  to  Unmask  tbe  influeiiDe  which  has'pradaoed 
the  evil,  end  to  let  tbe  aatiua  know  tbe  true  stale 
•f  Ibe  qiNsiioa  now  to  be  dpcidrd.  To  let  t^em 
iiiHlersiai>d  what  the  injuries  are  which  we  are 
called  upon  to  redress,  and  the  nature  and  eitent 
of  the  interests  which  wa  are  called  apoo  to  sacri- 
fice in  eftctjng  it. 

We  have  b^  ssked  lo  leave  oat  ef  view  in  tbe 
ffiscussioa,  certain  diBtinctionB  which  exist  in  the 
onantry.  These  diatinetioDs  are  of  two  kinds. 
Pint,  of  classes,  agriculCDral  and  conusercial,  and 
■ecoodly,  distioetKias  arising  from  geegraphieal 
position.  As  to  ibe  first:  we  are  told  that  the 
■grtMiliure  and  commerce  of  a  narion,  are  necee- 
■arily  dependent  upon  each  other,  and  therefore 
the  prosperity  of  both  shovld  be  equally  the  object 
«f  cere  to  the  OvreniKieot. 

Whil.Ht  1  am  wiiiing  to  acknowledge  the  cor- 
Rctikess  of  tbia  lessoniog  in  its  fullest  extent,  aa 
applied  to  dU  Dsnmi  and  Hual  tnde  <rf  a  coun* 


try,  to  tbe  foreign  and  domestic  trade  of  coasanp- 
(ioD  ;  I  am  very  fur  from  beiog  prepared  to  edmit 
it  as  applied  to  tbe  carrying  trade.  It  is  believed 
that  however  eonfidenily  mercantile  men  pro- 
nounce upon  ibii  subject,  however  well  ibey  maf 
succeed  in  convinciDg  each  other,  by  a  iraio  ctf 
reasoning  which  takes  tbe  eirouit  of  toe  woild  be- 
fore it  draws  to  a  conclusion,  yet  upon  miflds  un- 
iotetesled  in  ih«  issue  ihey  fail  t«  produce  convio- 
lion.  For  myself  I  very  much  doubt  whether  the 
diversion  of  oar  navigation  and  capital  into  aa 
unnatural  and  factitious  chanael,  does  not.  by 
dimiDinhiag  tbe  compeiitioa  in  our  own  markets, 
imute  tbe  sale  and  reduce  the  price  of  the  produce 
oftbe  country.  This  idea,  sir,  is  advanced  with 
diffidence,  as  indeed  are  those  which  1  may  >i  aay 
time  advauoe  upon  the  probable  operation  of  oom- 
mercial  arraogemanist  But,  Hr.  Chairman^  do 
not  gentlemen  auk  too  much  when  they  require  of 
us  to  jeopardize  the  whole  agricultoral  imerest  of 
the  BBiion  for  tbe  sake  of  that  which  in  oiuo|iin- 
ion.produces  no  benefit  lothat  interest]  I«itiK4 
expecting  loo  much  of  us  to  suppose  that  we  wttl 
oonseot  losnriender  tbe  certainty  of  good  mark- 
eia  Mid  high  prices  for  our  produce,. aad  brave  the 
danger  ofa  total  stogoatioti,  for  tbe  purpotw  «f 
emMrUog  in  a  baxetdoua  contest  with  Oreai  Brir 
Iain  fbr  the  carrying  tfadel  Sir,  it  is  loo  mooh; 
gentlemen  ought  not  caanoi  expect  it.  They 
who  as'B  so  eagle-eyed,  so  aeoaibly  alive  to  what- 
ever conoerna  themaeives,  must  expect  that  wfc 
will  not  shut  oik  eyes  upon  matters  so  impeitam 
to  oumelrea,  and  to  Iboee  whose  trust*  «r«  con- 
fided to  otir  fidelity. 

We  are  also  atlbBd  to  leave  out  of  view  ge^r»> 
phioaJ  disiiootions.  In  this  Ur.  Chairman,  gem- 
tleraea  expect  impossibilities;  thay  require  aa  t* 
surrender  the  principles  of  telf-presetvaiioa;  la 
•tripouraelvei  of  tbe  leading  stimulus  to  humaji 
action.  To  this  requisition  we  can  less  accede 
thiB  to  the  former.  Look  to  the  dxKumeiM  frtui 
the  Treasury  wbieb  lies  before  us.  It  will  ib«n 
be  found  Uiat  the  whole  amount  ef  domestic  pro- 
duce exported  to  Great  Britaio  and  her  dcpan- 
dencies  for  the  year  1802,  was  $18,727,000;  thai 
of  thtsamoUDt,  the  articles  of  cotton,  tobacco,  ric4t 
tar,  pitch,  an^  rosin,  which  are  exclniivety  the 
product  of  the  southern  section  of  the  Union,  gave 
the  sum  of  &a450,00a  For  tbe  year  1803,  tht 
wbolearoooatexportedtothes8mepIacessasS22;- 
700,000}  of  which  S11>)00,OOQ,  arose  from  tbe  ar- 
ticles above  enumerated.  For  the  year  1804,  the 
respective  emounts  were  $19,000,000,  and  ^- 
dO0,0OD.  The  average  of  ibe  whole  amouot  for 
tbediree  y«ars  was  i30,2D0,OOOi  tbe  average  of 
the  amouot  upon  the  enumerated  articles  for  the 
sauK  time  was  S9  900,000,  of  which  last  amouaL 
the  sum  of  S&800pOO  arose  from  the  atticW  ot 
coilon  and  tobacco  aJcme. 

Thus,  sir,  staods  the  relative  amount  of  the  ei> 
porlii  lo  Great  Britain  and  her  dependeociei  of 
the  prodacts  of  the  southern  seciiuo  of  tiie  Uni- 
ted States  and  those  of  the  whole  Union  j  and 
in  ibis  rt'lative  propojtion  of  course  must  iheir 
different  interesU  be  affected  bf  the  adoptioael 
the  moluUoBi 
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Ur.  ChairmkQ,  there  is  aooiher  riew  of  the 
operalioD  of  the  resoluiioa,  which  we  caoDot 
avoid  10  press  upoD  the  attentioa  of  ihe  Comniii- 
tee.  From  ihe  same  documeDt  it  appears  that 
Ihc  aver.-iEe  amouni  of  (he  lobacco  for  the  three 
yean,  1803,  1803,  aod  1804,  exported  from  the 
DDiied  Stales,  was  t6,l  40.000 ;  that  pf  tbisamouDt, 
the  proportion  «r  13,320.000  was  esponed  to  Great 
Britain.  That  of  the  article  of  cotioD,  Ihe  aver- 
age amouDl  exported  for  the  same  three  years 
ms  8(i.9?U,000,  of  which  $5,630,000,  vras  export- 
ed lo  Great  Britain. 

Do  not  gentlemen  expect  too  much  when  tbey 
ask  us  to  shut  our  eyes  apon  these  facta  1  Do 
they  Dot  require  of  hs  to  abandon  the  best  inier- 
eais  of  those  we  represent  1  Aod  should  we  not 
most  shamefully  betray  the  sacred  trust  reposed 
in  ua,  by  acquiescence  on  our  p«rt  1  The  gentle- 
maa  from  PennaylTaaia  (Mr.  Grgoq)  who  moved 
the  resolution,  ought  least  of  all  to  expect  this 
surrender  at  our  hands,  when  it  is  recollected  how 
little  sacrifice  will  be  imposed  upan  the  aericol- 
tnral  inleresi  of  his  own  Slate,  by  the  adoption 
of  the  proposed  measure.  The  articles  of  wheat 
■nd  flour  are  not  subjects  of  export  to  Great  Brit- 
au,  uiJessin  timeaof  famine  or  extreme  scarcity. 

But  the  resolution,  we  are  told,  only  prohibits 
knporution  from  Great  Britain,  leaving  the  expor- 
tatioo.i  from  this  country  to  that  as  tbey  now  stand. 

Very  true,  sir  I  ibis  is  the  operation  r' ■■--  

kitioa  iLieir,  and  if  ii  were  lo  produce 

all  mi^hl  end  well.  But  will  Great  Britain  .  _. 
retaliate?  Is  she  that  aabmissive  animal,  which 
would  crouch  to  any  hand  that  might  inflict  a 
blow?  No,  this  is  oot  urged;  bat  it  seems  her 
manufacturers  are  to  dependeot  upon  us  as  con- 
sniners,  and  the  manufacturing  interest  in  that 
country  so  numerous  and  so  powerful,  that  ibe 


latioD  has  been  cited,  and  extracts  from  an  atiihor 
of  credit  read  to  show  the  early  resbtance  made 
by  the  manufacturers  of  that  country  against  a 
prosecutSon  of  the  war.  This  citation,  as  weU 
aa  the  whole  history  of  the  war,  are  unfortunate 
arguments  for  those  who  use  tnein.  What,  sir, 
vas  the  bctT  Did  the  maouracturers  prevail  in 
their  opposition  1  They  did  not.  The  war  coa- 
liDUed  seven  years  in  spite  of  them.  Ye;,  sir, 
notwithstaading  tbeir  most  spirited  reaj stance,  an 
nopapnlBr  war,  condacled  by  a  weak  Adminis- 
Iratioo  againstaspirited  and  powerful  opposition 
in  Parliament,  lasted  seven  years.  And  what  at 
last  brought  it  to  a  close  ?  The  resistance  of  the 
manufacturing  interest  9    No,  sir,  ifa^  peace  was 

Eroduced  by  an  accumulation  of  more  than  one 
uodred  millions  to  her  public  debt ;  by  the  loss 
of  armies;  hy  the  ttDivcrsaL  conviction  ol  the  tm- 

S'aciicability  of  accomplishing  their  purpose- 
real  Britain,  sir,  has  never  shown  herselTof  a 
temper  lo  yield  lo  the  presMtre  of  circumsfances. 
Bncb  a  temper  is  the  least  characteristic  feature  in 
the  conduct  of  her  present  Minister.  Upon  what 
ground  then  do  gentlein«o  found  their  hopes  7 
Will  a  contest  with  this  country  be  unpopular  in 
Bag^Fii''  1    It  wIU  not.    The  piinci^e  for  which 


^he  contends  is  a  necessary  agent  in  the  proiieeii- 
ion  of  the  continental  War.  She  is  now  Ggbting 
for  her  txislence  as  a  nation.  The  ooly  vulner* 
able  pari  of  her  enemy  is  the  commerce  of  neutrals 
between  that  enemy  and  his  possessions.  Hei 
apposition  to  (his  commerce  is  founded  deep  in 
the  struggle  she  is  now  making  for  her  own  pre- 
-vation.  War  with  us  would  be  toheiaminot 
il  to  the  surrender  of  the  ground  she  has  taken. 
Ijook  al  tbe  late  celebrated  treatise  ao  often  cited 
in  (bis  debate.  You  see  there  this  idea  in  everf 
page.  With  this  impression  firmly  riveted  upon 
-the  minds  of  the  people  of  the  British  natioo,  yon 
nothing  to  nope  from  ibe  popularity  of  your 
?.  Have  you  any  ground  of  hope  from  the 
expense  of  a  war  to  her  1  It  would  not  cost  her 
a  single  cent.  No  man  believes  she  would  think 
of  landing  an  army  upon  these  shores.  The  war 
would  be  on  commerce.  The  high  seas  would  be 
the  theatre  of  bostilities.  Look  at  her  present 
I  establishment.  What  is  there  now  to  give 
employnient  to  it  1  Nothing.  The  fleets  of  her 
emies  are  gone — ih^  are  annihilated.  Your 
mmerce  in  every  sea  would  enrich  her  saitoM 
id  naval  officers.  Your  revenue  would  be  col 
up  by  the  roota,  youi  credit  would  sink,  and  your 
public  debt  increase  beyond  calculation.  Upon 
genilem^s  own  premises,  then,  I  perceive  no 
hope  that  wewould  reduce  Great  Britain  to  terms 
by  (be  adaption  of  the  resolution.  But,  siiv  their 
premises  are  not  well  founded.  The  manutao- 
tures  of  that  country  would  find  thetr  way  into 
this  in  spile  of  your  resolution.  Tbe  gentlemaa 
from  Virginia  pointed  out  to  you  yesterday  the 
neutral  channels  through  which  they  would  be 

rirted.  But,  sir,  it  is  not  through  neutral  chn- 
alone,  that  we  should  receive  them.  Are  no 
.  inclusioni  to  be  drawn  applicable  to  this  que«< 
lion,  from  the  remarkable  cveomsiance  ifaal  the 
French  soldiery  are  even  at  the  present  day  clad 
with  BritiEh  woollens?  Are  no  conclusions  to 
be  drawn  from  the  act  of  tbe  Britieh  Parliament 
passed  last  summer,  establishing  certain  free  porta 
in  the  West  Indies,  and  especially  licensing  a 
trade  between  ihem  and  tbe  poru  of  her  enemy? 
These  things  show  the  disposition  of  the  British 
'  )n  in  relation  to  any  trade  necessary  to  giva 
to  the  surplus  manufacture  or  product  of  net- 
self  and  her  dependencies.  Will  it  be  said  that 
inyalierapts  at  a  similar  eondnai  in  relaiioa  to 
i^  might  be  ceunieracied  by  ourselves?  Tboae 
vho  are  in  tbe  habit  of  trade,  and  those  who  un- 
derstaud  the  evasions  which  are  habitual  to  (be 
unprincipled  part  of  the  mercantile  worU,  tell 

The  measure  contemplated  would  tberefora  be 
weak  and  inefficient  as  il  would  respect  Great 
Britain,  and  as  to  ourselves,  oppressive  and  ruia- 
ous  in  tbe  mcrease  of  price  we  should  pay  fot  bv 
manufactures. 


of  ihe  objects  of  redress  in  the  coniemplaied  a 


his,  sir,isagrievance  ti 
attempt  lo  deuy  or  palliate.    Il  is  an  evil  calling 
■0  imperiowd;  for.  redren^  that  almoat  any  aaof 
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fice  ought  to  be  raade,  prOTided  it  would  aniwer 
the  purpose.  But  da  gentlemen,  cau  they  seri- 
ously believe  thai  this  resolution  wilt  produce  the 
desired  effect  1  Can  it  be  for  a  momeoi  supposed. 
thatameasareatbesCweakand  inefficient — ameas- 
nre  trhich  in  its  operation  rausc  press  with  fourfold 
weight  upon  ourselves,  will  produce  any  sen'oas 
diVereioa  in  oar  favor,  b^  iocreasiug  the  number 
of  objects,  of  which  yoD  mteod  to  compel  the  sur- 
lender  on  the  part  of  your  adversary  T  My  fear 
U  that  it  would  only  make  bad  worse,  and  that  in- 
stead of  1,500  seamen  impressed  on  board  British 
■hips  of  war,  ve  should  hare  as  many  (housaad 
madecaptives,  and  compelled  to  Bght  against  their 

Th«  resolution  undei  consideratioii  proposes 
an  insurance  upon  terms  raslly  disad vantage o us. 
Thepreminmand  theriskare  out  of  all  proportion; 
Wbat^  sir,  is  the  premium  ?  The  sum  of  8800,- 
000,  tne  amount  of  revenue  estimated  to  accrue 
from  the  carrying  trade.  What  is  the  risk  ?  The 
almost  certain  sacrifice  of  the  agricultural  interest 
of  the  nation — the  almost  certain  event  of  a  war, 
and  the  consequent  risk  of  the  destruction  of  the 
Constitution  and  liberties  of  this  nation.  For  one 
I  caanoi  underwrite  such  a  policy.  I  WiU  not 
pledge  my  constituents  to  insure  upon  such  terms. 

But  we  are  asked,  must  rbe  carrying  trade  be 
surrendered!  In  return  we  ask,  in  us  t  the  agri- 
cultural interest  of  the  country  be  sscriGced  to 
preserve  it  1  Mast  we  plun^  into  a  war  to  pre- 
serve iti  Must  we  put  to  risk  the  Constitutiou 
and  liberties  of  the  nation  to  preserve  itl 

Mr.  Chairman,  this  nation  is  at  peacr.  We  are 
happy  in  the  enjoyment  of  onr  rights  at  home. 
We  are  prosperous  beyond  the  example  of  any 
other  people  m  the  world.  We  enjoy  the  fruits 
of  OUT  own  industry,  abundantly  8upj)lied  with  all 
the  Comforts  of  life,  and  increasing  rapidly  in 
wealth  by  good  markets  for  onr  produce.  The 
merchants  receive  a  profit  upon  thejr  trade,  coex- 
tensive with  the  highest  wishes  of  rational  men, 
and  when  confined  to  fair  neutial  commerce,  pur- 
sue their  occupations  with  security.  Is  tnis  a 
state  of  things  which  should  be  put  to  the  risk  of 
chance  for  such  a  boon  as  the  carrying  trade  ?  Is 
this  a  state  of  things  which  should  be  jeopardized 
for  the  profit  of  a  few  merchants  in  a  few  mercan- 
tile towns  1 

It  is  knonrn  to  this  House  that  a  negotiation  is 
depending  with  the  Court  of  St.  James  upon  the 
subject-matter  of  complaint.  It  is  also  known  that 
t  tne  date  of  oar  last  despatches,  hopes 


tertained  by  our  Minister  there,  that  the  dit 
would  assume  a  feature  more  favorable  than  they 
hadheretoforeexhibited.  Whilst  this  negotiation 
it  depending,  and  the  issne  in  total  uncertainty, 
does  it  comport  wiitheven  common  prudence  to 
be  taking  measures,  which  would  infallibly  blow 
Unp7 

Again,  eir,  I  beseech  Kentlemen  to  turn  their 
eyes  to  the  continent.  Let  them  consider  the 
magnitude  of  the  events  there  passing,  in  such 
rapid  succession,  as  not  to  suffer  the  mind  to  pause 
and  reflect  upon  their  even  probable  bearing. 
Those'eTenta  mustlead  toastate  of  things,  whicn^ 


it  is  not  within  human  sagacity  to  foresee.  That 
state  of  things  must  have  an  important  bearing 
uponthe  relations  of  this  country.  The  war,  from 
the  spirit  with  which  it  is  prosecuted,  must  eiih«c 
have  an  early  termination,  or  an  entire  new  direc- 
tion. If  terminated,  there  ia  an  end  of  the  pre- 
sent difficulties.  If  a  new  direction  is  giveD  to  it, 
what  alteration  jaaj  thereby  be  produced  in  (he 
situation  of  our  relations,  cannot  be  even  divined. 
Mr.  Chairman,  I  put  it  home  Berionsly  to  gentle- 
men, whether  this  is  a  time — whether  such  is  a  sit- 
uatioD — whether  these  are  the  circumstances  in 
which  to  take  a  step  whieh  must  inevitably  lead 
to  a  disruption  of  all  the  relations  between  this 
country  and  Great  Britain  7  I  atn  sure  it  is  not 
prudent— I  believe  it  would  be  the  height  of 

We  have  been  told  that  the  meastire  could  give 


just  cause  of  offence.    Is  it  possible  that  gen 
Fho  understand  so  well  the  temper  of  the 


nations  of  Europe,  should  place  any  reliance  npon 
that  idea  ?  Do  not  gentlemcD  know  chat  the  jus- 
tice of  thecause  is  thelast  inquiry  the  governments 
ihera  make  7  And  can  it  be  expected  that  Qreat 
Britain  would  make  the  inquiry  at  all  in  a  case, 
wheresheconslders  her  national  existence  at  stake; 
and  when  she  has  already  thrown  herself  upon  the 
plea  of  ne[;esSii]r  for  the  vety  conduct  of  which 
we  now  complain ! 

Such  are  ibe  views  of  the  subject  which  I  hare 
thought  it  proper  to  take.  They  are  views  which 
come  home  to  the  actual  condition  of  the  people 
of  this  nation.  Let  that  people  fairly  understand 
what  the  sactifices  are,  which  we  are  asked  to 
make  for  the  purpose  of  effecting  redress.  And 
let  them  then  decide  this  question.  Oentlemea 
cannot  but  know  what  that  decision  would  be — it 
would  be  BBairist  their  resolution. 

For  myself,  were  I  to  vote  in  favor  of  the  reso> 
luiiott,  I  Enow  not  with  what  kind  of  sensations  I 
should  meet  my  constituents.  Upon  m^  return 
into  the  bosom  of  those  who  sent  me  bete,  instead 
of  being  hailed  with  affectionate  congratulaiioa. 
I  should  expect  to  meet  their  reproach,  and  sbouM 
add  to  it  the  most  bilterof  all  reflections,  the  con- 
sciousness of  having  deserved  it 

Mr.  McCaEEBr— Mr.  Chairman:  I  am  ex- 
tremely sorry  that  the  gentleman  from  Qeoigia, 
as  well  as  many  others  who  have  spoken  on  this 
question,  should  entertain  an  idea  of  the  carrying 
trade  so  exceedingly  erroneous  as  it  respects  us. 
Do  gentlemen  suppose  that  every  American  ves- 
sel which  has  coffee,  sugar,  or  any  other  West 
Indian  produce  on  board  is  engaged  in  what  is 
called  the  carrying  trade?  If  our  vessels  engaged 
in  the  West  India  trade,  and  which  carry  oal 
American  produce,  together  with  some  Buropeaa 
goods,  sell,  as  they  often  do,  for  double  the  eos^ 
and  bring  back  much  more  West  India  produce 
than  can  be  consumed  at  home,  what  must  be- 
come of  ihesurplus?  We  must  certainly  be  po^ 
mitted  to  export  it;  and  although  it  is  not  the  pro- 
duce of  our  soil,  it  undeniably  is  of  our  iudnitty, 
and  therefore  as  much  entitled  to  protection  u 
the  other. 

Bat  we  are  told,  air,  that  onr  merehuis  are 
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coTerin?  beUi^eat  ptoperty,  and  t»  prore  tbis,  a 
celebrainl  piiuphlet  called  "War  in  Dtiguiie,"  is 
oowqaoiea  on  ibis  floor  as  gospel.  For  my  pan, 
air,  I  consider  ihat  production  emirel]' apocrf- 
pbal;  bat,  air,  here  ia  a  produetion  which  I  al- 
irsya  coosider  orthodox — here  is  the  report  of  oar 
Secietnrir  ef  the  Trcuury,  (his  I  hare  exMDiaed, 
and  what  doei  it  sajr  7  Ii,  by  his  report,  we  shall 
find  thai  the  articles  we  import  from  the  W.est 
lodiei  do  not  exceed  in  valae  the  Koodaoar  mer- 
chant* send  ihither,  where  trill  the  aatbor  of 
"Wai  Id  Diogiuae"  find  (his  ao  muc|i  talked  of 
coTered  property  1 

AoeordiDS  to  thh  report  it  appear*  ihatin  1804 
we  imported  from  the  West  Iodic*  in 
Holaaaea,  gallmu  6,747;I56,  at  U  o«ti 

«*at  there 91,436,814 

Pimento,  lb*.  688.S48,  at  10  ceata  es,8«4 

C<icx)a,lb*.  l,4S),664,at  18  eeata  -        •  177,767 

Cofiee,  Ib^  46,768,089,  at  \B  eniU  -  B,407,4«6- 
Sagar,  113,434,409   lb*.,.iH  1,013,464 

cwt^  at  $7 7,087,348 

Indigo,  383,503  Iba,  at  $1  3fi        •        •  363,139 

CoUon,  3.056,764  Jb*.,  at  30  odU  .  411,340 

Bum,  6,863,347  gallona,  at  60  cenU      -       8,431,173 


And  we  exported  to  the  West  Indies  in 

la  American  prodnce  to  the 

amoantof       -       •    •ll,S66,ieS 
PMeigndo.     •       ■       -        4,B87,e30 


31,371,311 


I  hold  it  fail  to  iaclude  freight  and  inaaranea. 
for  although  a  man  may  send  his  own  rewel,  and 
uand  his  own  underwriter,  he  wilt  always  make 
these  calculations  before  be  uudettake*  an  expe- 
dition; and  considering  the  nature  of  the  trade 
we  have  been  carrying  on  there,  tbis  allowance  u 
Terr  moderate.  And  now,  sir,,  let  me  ask,  what 
b  there  left  of  masked  property  for  the  antbor  of 
"War  in  Disgui&e,"  and  my  Lord  Coliingwood') 
Why,  Kuljr,  the  mizbty  sum  of  ^31,9341 

But,  air,  independent  of  this  lUteroeDt,  where 
i*  this  mighty  sum  about  which  ao  much  fuss  ia 
made,  that  we  are  screening  from  Great  Britain? 
Why,  in  Fraoce,  no  doubt!  And  what  doe*  it 
amount  to  1  I  will  tell  you,  air.  Our  wbol*  ex- 
ports 10  that  nation  in  1804,  consisting  of  our 
own  and  foreign  produce,  amounted  to  $8,800,000. 
Now,  sir,  I  do  suppose  that  most  of  the  coff»  we 
haveKni  thither  came  to  us  from  St.  Domiago. 
I  would  therefore  ask  the  author  of  "War  in  Dis- 
goue,".  or  any  one  elae,  whether  they  really  think 
the  black  nobility  of  St.  Domingo  bare  been 


i«,. 


wlity  < 

•ending  their  proaace,  masked  under  o__ ._ 

Hpply  their  friends  in  Francel  The  whole  of 
Ihu  allegation  is  too  absurd  to  merit  a  aerioua 
refuMiion.  The  fact  is,  that  of  this  8,800,000,  we 
■eeeite  payment  in  Ftaach^ooda  taihe  amount 


of  about  1,800,000,  and  the  residue,  together  with 
the  surplus  of  our  other  exports  to  Europe,  is  re- 
milted  to  Qreat  Britain  to  make  up  the  balance 
of  12,000,000,  which  our  trade  with  her  annually 
subjects  us  to.  Now.  sir,  who  has  ihe  best  rigbt 
to  complain  of  us  in  this  buainetel  Certainly 
not  England. 

We  ate  also  told  Ihat  if  this  resolution  passes, 
our  exports  to  Oreat  Britain  will  be  materially 
a&cted.  Althottgh  the  resolution  does  not  go  to 
prerent  us  from  sending  our  produce  tbitoer,  I 
will  examine  that  part  of  the  argument  of  the 
gentletnan  from  Georgia  respecting  tabacca 

The  whole  of  our  export  of  that  article  in 
1S04,  was  83,000  hhds.,  and  if  you  will  take  youi 
pen  and  calculate  the  popnlation  where  tbis  to- 
oacco  is  consumed,  you  will  find  thay  amount  to 
about  eighty-three  .millioiu,  which  giyes  to  Great 
Britaiit  the  eonsumpltoa  of  about  14  or  15,000 
hhds.  Now,  sir,  you  will  find  that  in  1803  we 
exported  to  that  nation  50,000  hhdi.,  and  aa  en 
average  we  send  them  near  40,000  hhds.  annu- 
ally. What  is  tbe  conieqnenee  1  That  by  seod- 
ing  more  than  they  ean  consume,  tbe  price  is  kept 
bdow  its  intrinsio  Taiue;  whereai,  were  we  wise 
enough  to  send  them  no  more  than  ibey  do  con- 
sume,  the  price  would  be  always  good :  for  it  is  an 
axiom  in  trade,  that  when  the  medium  of  cotk- 
Bumplion  is  exceeded,  the  price  must  foil ;  where- 
as, if  tbe  supply  is  deficient,  it  occasions  a  com- 
petition in  the  market,  which  never  Ihils  to  niae 
thearticle  above  its  real  value.  It  will  therefore 
b«  highly  advantageous  to  the  tobacco  planter 
that  lest  of  it  goes  to  Great  Briuin. 

On  the  subject  of  oDr  revenue,  we  are  oflen 
esaltingly  told  that  it  cornea  exclusively  off  the 
farmer  and  planter^  who  are  the  great  consumers. 
Let  us  examine  this  question. 

Our  imports  amounted  in  1804  to  about  eighty 
millions,  whereof  fifty-six  millions  were  r»-eX' 
parted.  Of  thfrtemaining  forty-four,  how  much 
|B  consumed  by  the  farmer  and  planter  7  I  com- 
pute the  population  of  our  seaports  to  be  abotit 
one-eighth  of  that  of  the  United  States,  and  from 
the  luxury  and  waste,  the  extraordinary  con- 
sumption of  liquors,  tea^  coffee,  sugar,  &C.,  d«., 
and  even  of  salt,  of  which  I  do  believe  one  ship 
commoniy  consumes  as  touch  a*  ten  farnKr* — 
that  these  towns  consume  one-tbird ;  which  leaves 
thirty  miUioiu  out  of  sixty  lo  the  farmer  and 
[janter. 

As  to  the  article  of  eotton,  it  would  appear 
that  of  thirty-five  millions  exported,  about  twenty- 
five  go  to  Qreat  Britain  ;  and  although  1  do  not 
know  accurately,  I  bdieve  that  jMrt  is  re-export- 
ed tbe  same  as  ioiported  -,  but  if  not,  it  ia  well 
known  that  Great  Britain  must  and  will  have  it; 
and  when  it  is  considered  that  they  at  tbis  mo- 
ment command  Spanish  wool  and  French  claret, 
they  will  find  little  difficulty  iik  procuring  out 

I  thought  it  incumbent  on  me  to  make  these 
few  rema^  to  the  Committee,  because  although 
they  may  have  occurred  to  aoioe,  I  believe  they 
have  not  to  all. 

Mr.  EuuB.— Mr.  Chairman,  I  will  ii*e  to  make 
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a  iem  obtFrTations  oo  ifae  sabjeot  noWhodereon- 
AiderniioD,  but  I  fflll  Dot  dvuio  the  Comroitiee 
moK  than  a  ftw  minutes.  The  rc«oIuiion  on  your 
Mbk  ia  deaounced  by  geDilemen  u  a  wartce*- 
•ure,  bat    I  cannot  discern  ila  tendency  to  ibat 

Kim.  It  ii  achnoivledfed  on  ill  bands  ihfti  we 
re  received  from  Great  Britain  repeated  and 
grteToua  innmea.  The  whole  Ameriena  people 
are  atanned,  and  their  feelibg*  excited  by  ibe  re- 
iterated acta  of  oppresnon  and  iosuU.  A  gentle- 
man  frotn  QeorRU  baa  loid  you  ibal  our  conslito- 
cnts  have  not  dictated  any  raeaturea;  it  ia  true, 
(hey  have  aot  dictated,  bol  they  have  complained, 
widtbey  loaknptolheeolleoied  wisdom  of  Oon- 
gre«a  to  devise  a  remedy  for  iheevils  under  which 
tkey  arc  laboring.  Thta  ia  the  hoaioMa  tifOB 
irhtoh  we  are  in  part  aitenibled.  and  it  is  the 
moM  important  to  which  our  attention  will  be 
called  ;  we  should  therefore  engage  in  it  with  all 
that  ■erioaaoeiB  and  imparcialicy  whjcb  its  im- 

Krtanoe  demands.  Every  member  should  diveat 
nscir  of  al)  national  and  party  prejudice  when 
fae  decides  on  a  quoatioa  in  wbicb  ibe  iirtervst  of 
bis  couniry'is  ao deeply  concerned..  And  oa«  we, 
»a  men  ani  aa  patriots,  Mvaely  cubmit  to  have 
ear  smomo  irapresscd,  and  fercM  to  ftght  the  bat- 
iks of 'a  fotaigD  aaiion,  and  to  have  our  coin- 
merce  evbarraased,  inemipted,  a»d  perplexml, 
and  t(«e  properly  of  atir  chiaens  oagaKed  therehi 
oovdeaoned  and  mada  the  property  of  tlM  unjust 
vaplora  Y    I  trusi  n«l. 

Bat  we  are  lald  that  peace  ia  of  all  things  aaost 
desirable,  asd  that  by  sioppiai;  imponatioa  from 
Great  Britain  we  tball  pravoiie  the  wnth  of  ttMl 
nation,  and  pIsBge  our  country  inin  a  most  de- 
anuaiive  warfaro.  Bvt,  air.  ia  this  a  tne  state  of 
die  eaael  Will  this  measnfe  juatlfy  Oreat  Bntan 
ia  tetaliatioff  upon  us  ia  any  hoctile  act*  f  Cer- 
tainly n>M.  1  have  an  unquetti«nable  right  lo«m- 
{dvy  ar  not  10  employ  any  mechanic  or  mvnofac- 
rarer,  h  wy  interest  or  oenvenience  shall  direct:, 
aad  a  nation  has  aa  cqaal  tight  to  trade  or  not  to 
ti«d«wtih  another  aatioo,  as  it  may  suit  their  pal- 
iey  so  10  do.  We  do  net  thereby  infringe  on  any 
of  their  perieet  rights  i  nay,  I  do  not  know  (hat 
by  tefosing  to  receive  the  proditeta  of  a  DatiOD  we 
do  thereby  violate  any  of  her  icaperfeet  righis> 
And  let  it  be  remembered,  that  no  nation  is  jasti- 
fed  in  making  war  upon  another,  unless  some  of 
bar  perfect  rights  are  Hivaded.  Nor  is  every  ae- 
cideaial  violation  of  a  perfect  right  considered  as 
a  josteauseof  war.  The  injury  rooai  be  repeated, 
and  erery  other  nto^  of  tmtbm  exhautied,  or  at 
least  become  extremely  preeariouH,  before  >  nation 
can  justify  herself  in  resorting  to  force.  We  have 
sufiered  an  invasion  of  a  naiiOQal  right,  b«t  we 
only  wish  to  hove  recourse  to  peaceaUe  meaai  of 
redresa — to  withhold  in  a  degree  our  intercourse 
with  Ibe  nation  from  whom  we  hare  received  the 
iaiury.  if  we  adopt  the  tesul«iioo,Ckeat  Britain 
will  have  no  pretext  for  malting  war.  She  will 
kirow  the  preel^'e  terns  upoa  which  she  can  regain 
•or  trade  and  friendly  intercourse.  The  pream- 
ble will  diT«:t  her  in^airies,  and  lead  her  to  t4te 
goal  whenever  she  desires  it.  She  will  onfy  have 
»  ttULM  fnwa  doing  •ril-^ia  raspeol  ear  rtgbii— 


do  as  she  wishes  to  be  done  by— and  in  atsi- 

iblesettleKieBl  will  immedialely  ensue. 

We  arc,  however,  told  that  Great  Britain  will 
have  no  respect  to  the  law  of  nature,  the  law  rf 
aaiioni,  or  the  principles  «f  justice ;  (hat  she  will 
measure  the  role  of  right  only  by  the  length  af 
her  sword;  and  that  aha  ikall-imWerful  by  ae*, 
and  able  to  crush  na  bafoM  her.  This  is  a  diitrei*- 
ing  picture,  indeed  i  but  really  I  do  not  know  (hA 
she  has  become  so  superlatively  corrupt,  and  I  *> 
not  believe  she  baa.  I  trust  she  has  some  oeaae  <f 
right  and  wrong  left,  and  sMie  regard  to  the  opin- 
ions of  other  nations.  If  I  thought  oihtrwise,  I 
•houM  be  dispned  to  break  off  all  ipteroonrse  of 
every  kind,  and  withdraw  irom  the  touch  of  a 
being  so  highly  «olhne4.  And  is  tier  power-iiM- 
sistibie?  f havebadsomeexperianceofherpawer, 
and  t  see  no  just  canee  to  be  ahnned.  Tbe  peo- 
ple of  the  United  States  have  no  such  mighty 
reason  lo  fear  her  wrath.  They  know,  from  ex- 
perience, her  power  is  not  irrosisttble.  They  htre 
(net  it— they  have  repelled  it,  I  should,  indeed 
fear  to  give  her  just  cause  of  offence,  and  Congress 
ought  to  abstain  from  doing  any  improper  or  nn- 
iost  act  towards  her.  We  ought  to  do  aothing 
but  what  we  could  justify  to  ourselves,  to  our  God, 
and  lo  all  the  nativns  of  the  earth.  With  this  con- 
fidence, we  may  safely  trust  the  consequences  to 
the  direction  of  Heaven.  It  is  a  sound  maaim, 
that  it  is  better  ta  andnre  the  greatest  inconveni- 
ences and  evils  iWn  submit  to  reiterated  wr«Qia 
and  insults.  We  have  suffered  repeated  wrongs. 
The  measure  -hefore  us  is  justifiable  ujton  every 
principle  of  thelawof  natmeor  af  aatMBSk  hi 
only  necessary^  than,  t«  inquire  whether  it  is  wise 
and  politic  to  adopt  it  in  tbe  present  form.  In 
this  inqwry,  all  our  discretion,  aU  our  wisdom,  attd 
all  our  patriotism,  unfettered  by  prejudice  or  par- 
tiality, aboutd  be  called  in  to  our  aid.  Will  tbe 
measure  react  upon  Oreat  Britain  so  as  to  iDditoe 
her  10  rdiDquish  her  uajtut  daim  lo  the  captnra 
of  our  ships  sad  release  of  our  eeanaeo.  or  wiH  it 
not?  Or  will  ii  produce  a  renclioaBponoursclTei^ 
which  will  he  fell  most  sensibly  by  our  ciiixm^ 
and  byour  GovemraeBl'?  These  are  tbe  impot*- 
ant  And  the  only  questioM  which  we  have  to  cofh- 
sider;  and  it  is  our  duty  to  consider  them  flillf, 
with  all  their  bearings  and  tendencies.  1  confess 
I  am  not  withonl  donbta  on  thesabjeci.  That  ft 
will  give  uBBOine  shock,  cannot  rationally  be  qn»- 
tionM.  Oat  revenue  will  doobiless  be  aS^ied  in 
some  degree,  and  its  clear  amount  diminjshedi  at 
least  for  a  time.  IncbnvenieDces  will  arise  frcm 
the  tvant  of  stAneof  those  articles  of  consumptton 
which  habit  has  rendered  agreeable  and  nscftri; 
but  these  evils  may  and  will  be  obeerfolly  feorn^ 
If  ihey  will  tend  to  produoe  a  great  national  goo^ 
and  free  our  commerce  from  those  injuries  wbich 
it  has  sustained  and  conttnuea  to  anstain  fron  (bt 
depredaiioQs  of  Oeat  Btiiatn.  If  (he  manuho- 
tures  of  that  nation  are  as  important  to  her  proe- 
perity  and  siresgih  as  some  o{  our  wisest  and  best 
informed  statesmen  have  represecied,  "be  will- 
she  mniit — yield  to  our  eqeitable  demand,  or  brii^ 
upon  berketf  an  accumulated  weight  or^istreea. 

Smm  gandoHHi  imveaaid  that  this  iana  tB- 
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fmpK  time  to  m«t  npoD  Ornt  Britain ;  ibat  ihe 
M  now  aoDicBdiiig  wito  tbe  most  ponwrfal  deipot 
on  earth  for  bcr  libwtisBj  and  for  h«r  verf  eiist- 
«Bce{  that  sbe  is  dow  doing  ibai  for  the  freedom 
irfnatioiM  which  reKilutiODaTy  Ftance  was  doin^ 
wnat  yeara  ago ;  and  that  hef  atnsihilitjr  wiU  be 
CBcitttd  bf  eTery  mcMare  wbiob  may  bara  a  teo- 
ixtKj  10  affect  and  injure  ker  ia  tMt  ainiggle.  I 
vmlcMil  woald  heungtnerouitDprtaaker  uarCa- 
aenably  at  thu  lime,  bnt  aaiaJy  it  baot.impraprr 
to  call  apon  her  in  *aj,  way  wa  ihiak  poliae  far 
jaaika,  and  tfee  fn»  eseraiw  af  «■>  isMpendaal 
ngbta.  Theaa  ww  aia  aattdad  lo,  muI  lAeaa  aha 
ought  to  yield  aa,0r  ahe  cannot  aZBcalMK friend- 
•hip;  aad  (hi«  U  iha  nut  loitnbw  tinta-ta  uU 
loMUy  upon  bar  (be  ibem.  8i»wUl,Ii 
^ost— gm  *p  faer  wtjuat  t'"*^'^  if  wa 


M^MBcaa  will  be  mon  injorioM  to  hei  than  any 
Mmntaga  her  praaoit  condiiet  gives  faer.      ' 

If,  boweTor,  iha  raaoluiioa  now  ander  eonaiA- 
•ntionsfaoaU  bethoaghtaoiDgtoofarilet'ustake 
mf  Doe  less  axteiMiTe  and  Ism  eneri^tic.  A  high 
degree  of  onaiuHiiiy  »  extremely  demable  oa  i£i« 
iaportaU  eeeaaion.  1  am  witling  to  meatgeula- 
■oD  OB  any  grooad  whieh  may  be  thought  laaaT 
kl«.  If  a  total  noa-inportaiioa  ia  not  ad*i*ahla, 
laiusroaati  toa'^rtiuoBe.aDdadapta  ncaaare 
•nbiaeiog  tbo  obfaet  coalemplated  hy  tbe  rcsoln- 
tno  oOsMd  by  tbe  gcntteBOD  from  Maryland. 
We  eertaialy  oiq|ht,  and  wa  noit,  do  lometbtng. 
Tsar  taUa,  Hr.  Chairman,  ia  loaded  with  oona- 
^ainla  froea  all  qnaiiera  of  gtieyancet  and  ioaulta 
aao  inioterablfl  lo  ba  borne  by  any  people.  It  is 
im,  the  flcmlaBan  tnm  Oeorgia  haa  aajd  tlu 
catixeaa  of  this  eotmify  bare  a  very  imperieat 
aod  ineoncet  view  of  this  nb}act ;  and  that  they 
bare  been  iopoaelapcm  aad  misinfoimad  J>]r  naar- 
eiiaala,  whoac  eaptdit)'  has  M  tben  lo  aooad  the 
alarm;  aad'thal,  w4Ma  tba^  ihalt  beeorraody  ia- 
Amaed,  and  oome  lo  bare  troc  ideaa  oa  th«  aub- 
JMt  of  our  diffireacea  with  Great  Briiais,  tun  oaa 
m  tea  will  ba  foaad  ia  favor  of  aby  meaaoTa  in 
the  form  of  die  propoiitioa  oa  fnai  taUe.  Bat 
IirtM  tbe  more  Ifaa  paople  am  wfonaed  ob  the 
aabjaat  of  ibeir  eompkuMs.  the  Uvdar  aitd  tba 
non  imprcaaive  will  thM  beeane>  It  ia  tbe  i» 
joriea  they  obserre  and  feel,  aot  the  r^reaenta- 
tiona  ef  twrtand  man,  tkat  eaute  in  then  the 
I  they  have  ezpreved.     Under  theae 


|daiDl8,sbaU  1 


aia  quiet?  Shall  wa  etm- 
T  fire  moatfaa,  at  tba  poblie 
aaptnae,  renaioing  daaf  to  lh«  otiaa  of  oar  oill- 
aaaa  and  depart  without  afbrdiag  them  any  ra- 
Kad)  1  faopa  not.  We  eaniMit  expect  to  oojor 
tbe  pririlegea  aoi  advaatagca  of  our  indejwnd* 
enea  nnhsi  wa  flnaly  and  reaolnlely  maintain 
•fa«itt.  As  an  iadepeadaiM  nation,  we  ihoold  ImI 
BO  partiaKiiea  lowatda  any  of  the  Ekiropcaa  na- 
ttoaa,  but  treat  then  all  with  jvitice  and  human- 
ity^ meetiag  their  ftieadabip  by  returns  of  friendly 
Mfioo*,  and  repdltng  itwir  aggfeaaionaby  leaieai 
Wt  manly  finnnaas. 

Mpcb  pains  baa  bean  taken  to  rcprasaat  oar 
■■■Hdaiiiii  ai  liitiil  anil  iaiiaiiaMa  ifiiiliiii     li 


baa  beau  said  that  we  are  iajorad  only  in  oor  car- 
rying trade,  which  has  boen  represented  as  ofJiitla 
aoaiequeaee,  and  Dot  worth  ibe  eipenae  ueovsoarr 
to  defend  It.  This  appeati  tu  be  ibe  idea  whicli 
the  geoilemen  from  Virgiaia  and  Oeorgta  eotec* 
tain  of  the  buaioess;  but  the  subject  preaeota  \^ 
•elf  to  me  in  a  Tcry  difiereot  complexian.  To 
me  it  appears  far  more  importaat  lo  the  United 
SiaiBBthen  ttwy  teptecaai-  1  owwder  it  highly 
intereatiog  not  only  lo  our  uerchaots,  but  to  our 
agricnUural  ckizeiu.  If  we  ahould  abaAdon  ibia 
trade  totally,  our  wheat,  corn,  beef,  pork,  and  otbes 
produQl*  of  ttie  Middle  Stales,  would  shortly  ba- 
cone  a^ug,  aod  the  ptioe  of  them  he  gmiilfi 
dtnuaiikcd  to  au«  oMtkel  losans.  Perbapa  tbe 
Southern  States  might  find  a  market  in  tb*  porta 
of  Cleaat  Britain  for.  their  cotton  and  tobaeooi 
but  if  tbe  carrying  trade  should  be  relinquisbedt 
the  best  market  for  tbose  other  staple  produciionf 
of  our  country  would  beshBl  to  us.  By  carrying 
these  commodities  to  a  foreign  market,  there  ex- 
cfaaoging  them  for  ihe  productions  of  thai  country, 
and  afier  bringing  them  to  our  pons,  exporting 
the  surplus  of  them  as  well  as  some  of  our  own 
product  tons  to  another  foreign  couotiv — by 
which  trade  we  are  eoablfd  a«  well  to  sell  oui 
surplus  produce,  as  to  pay  for  tbe  maouiacturesof 
Great  Biiiala  wbicb  we  coiuuiae.  Further, 
would  it  not  be  highly  degrading  to  our  national 
cbatacler  to  relinquish  so  jusi  and  adraoiafteoua 
a  trade  to  justify  (be  wbio^  iptetaat,  or  capnee  oi 
any  nattgo  1    K  we  permit  Qraal  Britain  to  sub- 


her  t 


e  will  woat  a^ 


aoredly  eaiead  in  her  demanda  and  tbe  Hrietness 
ef  her  doetrines,  until  sbe  leaves  us  no  trade  worth 
dcfeadiug.  neither  eircuitousBor  direct.  Btti  shall 
we  lamely  submit,  vitbontoneefibrt  loeseape  ibia 
degradation  9  Shall  we  not  rather  do  vhat  is  ia 
our  power  to  ward  off  the  evib  thai  surrouod  usl 
The  gentleman  from  Ueorgia  b%B  said  that  he 
sboota  be  asbamed  lo  meet  hU  constituents  if  he 
abonid,  give  hi;  assent  to  the  proposition  beEpre 
us.  But  whaleTet  mof  be  tbe  seiUiments  of  Uie 
people  of  tha  South,  \  believe  those  to  tbe  East- 
ward would  be  dissatisfied  if  wa  should  rite  wiiliR 
ow.taUiw;  any  naeastiiea  upon  this  moneatotis 
autaeet.  Th^Wkforaoawtbingftamowbaadi, 
aaii  I  bafe  wa  aball  not  liie  until  wo  bare  dan- 
ae^  aod  put  in  opera  tionaogac  plan  whereby,  wa 
the  gsietaoeea  uader  whiah  oar  «iti> 
and  of  wthiok  they  bare  ao  loudly 

n  Oommittee  Mnr  Ne^  and  bad'  kam  to  ail 


Satbroat,  March  8. 
Mr.  Cook,  stibmiiied  a  resolntion,  fbr  the  eon- 
tinasDce  of  the  duty  of  two  and  a  half  per  cent. 
on  goods  obargeabla  with  ad-raleren  datie^oom- 
monty  called  tne  kicditerraacan  fond,  on  the  ooo- 
dttipa  that  ibe  same  be  eaeloaiTely  appjisd  to  the 
aogmentaiioo  and  support  of  tlie  naral  toee,  aad 
tbe  protection  of  our  porta  aad  harbors  agaiaat 
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tTOm  the  Secretary  of  Staie^  meeompufing  atatc- 
meots  of  ■pplicatioDi  nutdelo  tbe  Britiih  Gorern- 
meot,  JQ  cases  of  impreBiment  of  Amertoan  sea- 
men,  prepared  io  obedience  of  a  retolation  of  ib« 
House,  of  ihe  liilh  of  Jaouar^  last;  which  were 
,  read,  and  referred  lo  the  coasideralion  of  a  Com- 
mittee of  tbe  wbole  House  on  the  slat*  of  tbe 
Union.    The  report  ii  at  follows : 

DsFiBTKiaT  or  ^ATs,  JNfareA  S,  1808. 

The  Seeret«i7  of  Stats,  in  complitnee  with  the  oi^ir 
of  Iha  House  of  SepressntstiTes  of  the  ISlh  of  lanuuj, 
dincting  him  to  laj  befbra  it  "a  return  ofthe  number 
of  Amarican  sesnien  nho  hiTo  been  impressed  or  de- 
tained by  tiie  ships  of  war  or  pdntaers  of  OrettBritsin, 
whose  names  have  been  reported  to  the  Departnunt  of 
Btate,  since  the  statomebt  was  made  to  the  UouSe,  at 
tha  last  session  of  Congress ;  mentioning  tbe  names  of 
(he  penoQi  unpr«ssed,  witb  the  nsmsa  of  the  shtpa  or 
Teasels  by  whidi  th«7  were  impressed,  and  the  time  of 
die  impresaiqent',  together  witii  an;  facts  and  drcum- 
atances  in  letatiou  to  the  suae,  which  may  have  been 
reported  lo  him^  slating  abo  the  wbole  number  of 
American  Kamcn  impressed,  itom  the  cammancement 
ofthe  present  war  in  Europe,  and  including  in  a  separ- 
ate eolumn  tbe  number  of  pasaengers,  if  an;,  who  ma; 
have  been  taken  out  of  American  veaiela  coming  to  the 
United  States  from  Europe,"  has  the  honor  la  transmit 
llarewith  the  nsmea  of  nine  hundred  and  thirteen  per- 
ams  who  appear  to  have  been  impressed  from  Ameri- 
can Teasels,  and  whose  names  have  been  repotted  (o 
the  Dqiartment  of  Slate  since  tbe  Isst  statement  was 
made  to  Congreae ;  together  wjtti  a  discriminatioD  in 
the  particBlari  required  b;  Iha  order,  except  as  here- 
after mentioned. 

Tba  aggregate  number  of  impressments  into  Ibe 
Britiib  semee,  the  commencement  of  die  present  war 
in  Europe,  is  found  to  be  two  thousand  two  bnudred 
and  seisalj-lbtee. 

It  is  not  easy  to  distingnish,  with  accuracy,  how 
auaty  of  these  persons  were  resU;  not  dtiiant  of  the 
Uniied  States,  but  tbe  column  of  remarks,  added  to  the 
list  in  Ueu  of  this  discrimination,  will  exhibit  some 
ground  forjudging  ofthe  fact 

It  has  not  been  deemed  necessary  to  make  a  separ- 
ate column  for  impressed  passengers,  ss  this  description 
of  persons  have  bean  reported  to  have  been  impressed 
bnt  in  the  few  eases  subjoined. 

It  ia  proper  to  ofaaerre,  that  a  small  part  oidj  ofthe 
period  ainee  the  last  stalafflent  then  wss  an  afent  (br 
seamen  liir  tho  Leewaid  islands  at  Jamaiea;  the  gentle- 
man wko  then  beM  tbo  diargo  baving  reaiipmd  it,  mt 


mads  in  llie  West  Indian  sesa,  which,  thongh  of  recent 
data,  are  not  included  in  tba  preaant  report. 

All  which  ia  respectfully  siidnnittod. 

JAMEa  MADISON. 

A  memorial  of  the  Oor|K»ation  of  Georgwowir, 
in  tbe  Diiirict  of  Columbia,  was  preaenlrt  In  tba 
Hoaae  and  read,  prayiof  that  the  Levy  Coart  (rf 
tbe  coonty  of  WMbiogton  mar  be  anthorized  to 
leTyand  collect  a  tax  oo  taxablo  property  wrtbin 
tbe  City  of  WasbingtoB,  for  tbe  parpoae  therein 
neBiioiadj— Befinrod  to  ihecnninittM  ai^iatcd, 


on  the  fifth  instant  on  the  petition  of  Robot 
Brent  and  others,  Commitaioikers  of  the  Lery 
Court,  for  the  county  of  Waahtngton. 

IMPORTATION  OF  BRITISH  GOOD& 
The  HoBse  again  resolved  itself  into  a  Cotn- 
miltee  of  the  Whole  on  tbe  Mate  of  the  Union,  on 
Mr.  QBBOo'a  reaolatioD. 

Mr.  Elliot.— To  rejdaee  tbe  preeent  question 
QpoQ  the  p^jund  which  ft  origioally  occupied,  to 
examine  it  with  a  view  to  its  real  meritt,  attd  iia 
merits  alooe^  bowerer  bopeteaa  might  be  the  taa^ 
would  certainl^r  be  a  Ter^  Darfnl  one.  It  has  in- 
deed been  considered  aa  indicatiTe  of  a  specie*  of 
mndaess  to  attempt  to  item  a  torrent  which  ■• 
known  to  be  irmistible ;  btit  it  is  «aid  that  ibera 
is  sometimes  method  in  madaen,  and  there  it  alk 
ways  honor  in  a  gallant  death  in  a  ^ood  eauae. 
It  is  in  rain  lo  eoneeal  the  fact  that  thw  resolotiea 
is  devoted  to  deatruction ;  bal  its  sapporten  owe 
something  lo  their  own  feelings,  and  they  owe 
mach  more  to  tbeir  conntry.  It  will  probably  he 
admitted,  Mr.  Chairman,  on  both  tides  of  tbe 
House— for  it  will  not  be  pretended  thai  there  are 
more  than  two  sides  apoa  tbe  pteoent  occasion, 
whaleter  confusion  of  parties  maysometimea  ap- 
pear to  exist  upon  this  floor — that  a  more  ialerest- 
ing  crisis  of  oar  national  concerns  than  the  pree- 
ent, in  reference  to  foreicn  relations,  haa  not  es- 
isied  since  ibeadoptionaftlie  present  CoaBtitntion. 
Some  of  the  best 'interests  of  our  country  are  at 
stake.  But  it  is  not  believed  fay  all  that  oar  Con- 
stitatioa  and  liberties  are  involved  in  any  possible 
issue  of  this  questioQ.  Before  we  evea  bad  n 
Coasiituiion,  while  the  elements  of  onr  politiem) 
tjrttem  were  almost  wiihonc  form,  and  rold,  tbe 
libertiea  of  ibit  poople  w»r*  safe  in  their  own 
hands,  and  trampbant  over  tbe  power  of  thai  !»• 
tieo  whose  vengeance,  it  is  said,  we  shall  provoko 
by  the  adoption  of  this  resdnUoo.  Oar  Ceneti- 
lution  and  libenie*  are  safe.  Tbe  seene  is  not  ao 
awful,  bnt  it  is  impressive.  I  repent  it,  sr,  we 
owe  much  to  our  country.  The  friends  ctf  tbe 
resolmioB  are  prepared  for  the  fate  that  awniu  it ; 
hot  tbcy  have  taken  iheirgronnd  from  refleetioB, 
and  tbejr  cannot,  they  will  not  abandon  it  againat 
conviction,  until  overpowered,  as  indobitnUy  tbey 
will  be,  in  tbe  etmicst. 

Two  cUaiea  of  argamenia  an  naidiaUed  is 
oaporition  to  iheiaoaoB,oneof  whioh  iaaddreae- 
ed  lo  onr  hopea,  and  the  other  to  our  &nn.  To 
onrhopes— of  whaf?  Of  honoraUe  and  sveoes^ 
ful  DFtotiaiioa,  if  ibis  meaenre  be  abandooad. 
Qreat  Britain  will  do  nt  jntiice  if  we  aak  it  oa«e 
more.  On'  what  it  tbit  hope  founded?  Let  na 
not  go  too  At  back.  Ii  was  said  in  ancient  tinMa 
lo  be  dangeroDs,  and  doobileBt  it  is  dangeroDs  still, 
to  take  open  the  ashes  of  a  flame  not  yet  extin- 
gaisbed.  Do  onr  hope*  tcpoae  npoit  flvenia  el 
recent  dale?  Upon  ibe  loag-coniiDaed  impreta- 
ment  into  her  naval  service  of  many  of  onr  me- 
fal  eiiiietm  eilixens  entitled  to  the  same  right* 
with  ooraelves,  tuept  that  they  are  not  delegmtad 
to  represent  the  people  within  iheaewalls?  As 
oatrage  wbieb  no  naiten  but  Qteal  Britain  prae- 
tioca,  nod  to  wUah  fi»  Mtioii  b  '   * 
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mit*.  Upcn  ibe  cDnsUnt  inurpt^iioo  of  oew 
jiriiiciplra,  diiinictiTe  of  our  neatral  rights,  into 
the  TCDcrable  code  of  the  laws  of  Baiare  and  na- 
lioiii,  or  ratfaer  (he  sycienrntio  pervenion  and  prot- 
tration,  to  our  Hriopi  iajntjr,  of  some  of  ihe  most 
Mtcred  prtociples  of  ihoM'lawi.  We  can  soon 
diaoiisa  this  braoeb  of  the  sabjeet.  Coolly  and 
deliburately  lysiemttic,  MTere  and  DDbeading,  has 
the  iDjnrtoaa  ooDdBct  of  Great  Britain  toward  ui 
long  besti.  UncoiiDeetwl  with  auoiig  measares 
M  onr  part  we  ean  diaeero  no  reatoiiable  groqod 
for  hopes  so  flatteriag.  PrMpeeis  so  delusive 
have  DO  cbarmf  for  the  npportera  of  the  retolo- 
iKm.  We  repose  no  eoofideMe  upon  the  iiutice 
wmI  liberality  of  Oreat  Britaio,  farther  laan  as 
^ose  Tirioee  may  correspoad  with  her  iBterest. 
To  thai  we  wish  to  nuilu  an  appnl.  With  my- 
self il  has  loBg  bMK  a  Battled  opioioo,  that  she 
maid  go  to  war  with  os  whenever  it  ihquld  be 
her  iaiereil  to  da  ao.  We  wiah  for  peace,  we 
niseoorToJeesft^DegotiatioD,  bat  for  negottaiion 
BDstaiDed  by  measures  of  ao  energetic  and  cnn- 
maadisg  character. 

The  other  okiu  of  argnmetits  it'  addresaed  ez- 
oluMrely,  permit  me,  sir,  loiay  excli]uvd)r,toonr 
fears.  Qenilamen  have  taken  a  gloomr  view,  in- 
deed, of  thji  pan  of  the  subject.  While  we  can 
hope  Dotbiog,  we  mast  fear  eTerything  from  the 
adoption  of  the  measarr.  We  shall  injare  out- 
■elvea  in-eatly,  and  Oreat  Britain  not  at  all ;  we 
■hall  infliet  a  de«p  and  fatal  wound  upon  the  ag- 
BOuUarv  of  oat  eoantry  ;  we  afaall  saciiGce  the 
ioiereala  of  the  people  of  the  Soatbern  portion  of 
ihe  Union,  by  proTokiug  retaliaiion,  to  the  pre- 
dnaion  of  the  only  market  for  their  staple  com- 
modities, besides  subjecting  them  to  the  depriva- 
tion  of  fore^D  manufactures  without  which  they 
eanirol  cubsist;  ws  shall  destroy  the  moat  pro- 
doetivesource  of  the  national  revenue;  we  can- 
fiot,  after  all,  support  (be  system ;  we  most  aban- 
don it  with  disgrace,  or  persist  in  it  to  our 
dettmctioit.  It  will  evnt  produce  war  with  all 
its  horrot^  and  the  destruction  of  the  Conslitu- 
tioQ.  It  »  at  on*  moment  a  weak  measure,  at 
aiMtber  a  wai  laeaaure,  and  sometimes  both.  Do 
we  get  orer  or  go  around  these  oigectiont'?  Do 
we  nM  state  tlwm  in  thair  fall  fraea,  and  meet 
them  fairly?  FonnidafalB  a<  they  arc,  we  shall 
aven  endeavor  lotepd  them.  One  of  thosegteat 
BMB  (tf  whom  modem  tioaea  baTC  been  •»  jtMlf 
prond,  a  wrater  wboie  rare  combinaiioo  of  the 
poarcn  irf  miad,  render  him  at  once  eloquent  and 
sagacious,  has  adranced  a  principle  which  forms 
an  execUeat  comer  stone  for  the  supersirnciure  of 
Msninent  oa  which  the  friends  of.  the  resolution 
nfy.  Pesoe  is  the  natural  effect  of  tiade.  Two 
aatioBs  in  habits  of  oommercul  intercourse  have 
reeiprooal  interests ;  if  one  has  an  interest  in  buy- 
iag,  ibe  other  has  an  interest  in  selling;  and  their 
nntnal  wants  and  intnms  cement  their  union. 


Spirit  of  Laws  been  gifted  with  prophetic  powers, 
he  could  sot  have  described  with  more  secnracy 
the  retative  tiinaiion  of  Oreat  Britain  and  the 
Uvud  BiMB  a*  tba  fnaent  timcw    To  pivre  iUi 


let  OB  tum  to  the  interesting  report  of  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury,  just  laid  upon  our  tables. 
Here  is  the  annual  amouni  of  commerce  between 
us  and  the  dominions  of  Grest  Britain,  calculated 
on  an  BTeraga  for  the  last  three  years: 

IMPORTS. 

From  the  dominions  of  Great  Britain  in  Eniope,  (Oib- 
Tsltar  elccpted)     ....  faT.400,000  00 

From  the  Bntieh  Bast  Indies     .        ■      3,S3O,0OO  00 

FroBi  theJNaiihem  Britidi  colonies  in 

Anerica        .....         U0,0O0  00 

From  the  British  Wed  Jadies  -      4,670,000  00 


36,040.000  00 


EZPOBTS. 

To  Oreat  Britain,  in  Europe,  (Gibraltar  excepted,)  is- 

eluding  cleanncea  for  England  end  a  muket,  and 

floBi  and  wheat,  which  are  not  permanent  ■rtielea  of 

exportation  to  Great  Britain,  and  including  foreign 

merchandlie  re.eiported         -  -  $16,690,000  00 

To  the  British  Eut  Indie*        .        -  130,000  OO 

To  the  Northern  British  colonies      -        1,000,000  00 

To  the  British  West  Indies      -        .        0,480,000  00 

83,300,000  00 

Total  imports fSS.OlO.OOO  00 

Total  exports 23,300,000  00 

Balance  against  as  -        -        .        -      13,740,000  00 

Our  annus]  imparts  from  aH  the  world 

smonnt  to 7G,S1S,000  00 

Of  which  we  import  from  Great  Brit. 

sin 80,040,000  00 

Bakaee&omirthereouniiiea    .       -     »B,«7e,000  00 

Almost  half  oor  imports,  therefore,  are  from 
tbe  British  dominions,  and  the  balance  of  trade 
is  twelve  millions  ot  dollars  against  as.  However 
inscourale  or  inconelasive  may  be  the  ideas  some- 
times asnesed  to  what  is  called  the  balance  of 
trade,  it  is  evident  lo  common  sense  that  the  na- 
tion which  sells  to  another  every  year  ntanufae- 
tures  of  the  Taloe  of  twelve  millions  beyond  (be 
whole  ralna  of  the  productions  of  the  other  nalioB 
which  she  buys,  must  be  carrying  on,  in  that  par- 
tienlar,  a  vary  prcfltabte  commerce.  It  was  said 
by  sages  of  old  time,  that,  whoever  Deity  deter- 
mined to  destroy,  he  &st  made  mad.  Is  Oreat 
Britain  deTOted  by  Proindenee  to  destmctioa? 
Can  ehc  be  so  taad,  to  oatrageoosly  and  ineambly 
mad.  a*  to  deprive  herself  forever  of  this  very 
gainiTnl  oommcree,  in  reven^  for  oar  exercising 
BB  an  questionable  right,  in  eonseqaence  of  the 
wTon^  we  suffer  7  Can  her  wise  Govemment, 
for  wise  it  c«tainly  is,  adopt  so  siraage  a  eourse 
of  condaot  7  But.  after  all,  many  are  skeptical 
as  to  the  injury  to  be  done  lo  Oreat  Britain.  I  am 
not  one  of  those  who  anticipate  the  ruin  of  her 
manolactining  establishments  from  this  measare, 
and  perhaps  they  will  sot  eren  be  paralysed,  bat 
her  manufactures  will  eertataly  diminish  in  pric^ 
and  she  will  be  under  tbe  necessity  of  searching 
oai  naw  ahaiutcU  of  tiida  by  which  to  poor 
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tlMn  off  froB)  bar  aluNrw )  ihiamaf  be  the  eitsat 
of  tbe  injury,  but  it  will  be  wimcienlly  wriotis 
.  toi  induce  ber  to  do  us  juuice.  It  !■  coawod- 
•d  that  tbe  injury  to  ouixelves  will  be  iDcaleuJtbie. 
I  tbink  it  may  eatily  be  ettimUed.  It  will  be 
nolhiog  more,  calculetiag  upon  the  coDtiouance 
of  Bcace, iban  a  small augmtotationci/  tite piica 
<tf  the  articleft  which  we  shall  obiwa  a*  suUli- 
tniea  foe  British  goods,  a  teiiip«nuy  f*ll  "f  'ha 
prices  of  same  of  our  owft  pcoduciioM,  and  a  somJI 
oeeteaee  of  the  revtoue.  Bm  it  is  thought  by 
UHiiB  that  we  must  starve  or  &e«ee  in  aU  months 
wilbevt  British  cooamerce.  Are  the  days  of  tbe 
BcMlutiOQ  so  soon  forgotten?  Of  our  aotiual 
imports  fnnp  Great  BrilBia,  of  the  value  of  about 
tweDiy-seTenmillionsanda  half  of  dollars,  upward 
•f  twcttfy>«x  nilliotts  io  value,  Is  composed  of 
pwdi  payio{[  duties  ad  valorem,  and  enl|>r«e)Dg, 
with  iKoasiderahle  excepiioo),  ell  ttio  woolleu, 
oottoo,  liDeu,  silk,  metal,  earlheb.  glass,  and  paper 
manufaciures,  and  only  $1,340,000  of  Btticles  pav- 
ing specific  duties,  andcoDsistiDgmincipBllyofsalE, 
■Ceel,  lead,  nails,  and  potter.  These,  it  is  said, 
cannot  be  obtained  elsewhere,  particularly  coarse 
wooUeos;  and  we  ahall  be  told  thai  our  habits 
lM*e  placed  them. upon  the  list  of  necessaries. 
But  our  habits  can  change.  Our  impotiatioos  are 
ithieAy  composed  of  the  luiuries  and  coavcnieoi^es 
of  a(i(larel.  If  tbe  public  good  require  it.  we  may 
dispCMS  with  luzurieit,  or  rather  (Mil  coiir«akeact^ 
SMjF  become  luxuries,  our  necessaries  conveni- 
ences. The  truth,  however,  ia,(hat  wecanobtaia 
amilar  articles,  or  tolerable  substitutes,  an  tbe 
continent  of  Eliuepe.  ffrnin  Sjiain.  we  eui  g^t 
adk  handkwcbiefs  and  velvets,  as  well  as  win<!s 
uul  fiuits.  From  Portngal,  not  only  fruits  and 
oils,  (be  praduct  of  that  flOKttt^  Mid  u  Italy,  but 
biaben  salt  in  any  quantity,  wine,  brandy,  and 
aprae  Eaat  Indi*  goods.  Ff«n  Pr«Me,  wrought 
Mlka,soperfia«broadclotha,  c«lKaea,«ndobiaizea, 
wioted  goodi,  liBABa,  oambtica,  Ikwmi,  kc^  eoitoB 
ubrios,  salt,  waiting  psperi  bnndyt  winaa,  and  ail, 
tlie  prodttetioax of  Iiafy  uMl-tiM  ItfvawL  FTom 
QsroUiAr,  HoUasd,  *w  tb«  aortb  of  Europe,  lev- 
atat  lunde  of  liwu,  eoliaD,«iKl  wooUait  miuifafr- 
tUK^  bi0«dGlo[JusliBn*yiiwMB,aa>iH  wooU«it*t 
Rjiacia  alteeung,  SUeaJaa  iJaieM,  mntbnea,  and 
laynWt  ^i^BU^  and  dw^rs,  ^ua,  ooppei^  and 
aMna  ifon  mawUMtues,  shMt  oopptv,  Oeimin 
a|«sl,  coidage,  U>okiBg-gla*sa%  calioftes,  btaat  kat- 
tfau>  *o4  many.oibci  viielM.  It  ta  wWitled  thw 
ibtK  V*  mat  woidlea  ■Moshcturoa  in  Qmiimt 
Vgi  Mid  aoMH  cotlOBOKM.ia  FiUKe.  Alnoet  all 
tha  coanlriet  of  the  ooatiaent  of  Surope,  if  not 
l|«»i  nwaufaciiuefs  foi  eipoiiaiion,  ma^  beoOHe 
■ttcbfifcireitmiiaiKea  make  it  for  (hek  interest; 
■wLouch  will  be  the.cfliMl  of  oor  rabising m un- 
poft  Btitish  productions.  It  will  gire  a  HimulHa 
to  the  manufacuues.  uf  oiber  MUiurie*  wbioit 
will  produce  great  eSiot*;  ia  the  nMunkl  eoww 
oT  thiitga,  it  will  indues  ihoaa  eonolriea  (o  fona 
aew  nuutufactunag  eitaUishnents,  and  Mviiand 
Mid  ia>(wpve  tboic  old.  ooea.  BewdM,  it  will  ia- 
duoe  them  to  fell  (o  tw  a  gMM  Mft.  of  what  tkey 
Bowaonaider  aa.  MOMauiea  ot.  life,  on  aocouu 
q£  iba  adtjWM  (kC.pUMr  and  ta-nplme  «liMa.b)i 


importatioH  from  OraM  Britain  at  tcduoaA 
pricea.  This  tiwreaie  of  the  prk«of  aftiales  fat 
oar  awn  ooa*uBipliD*  will  be  ■  diakdvantafe,  but 
we  miut  beat  a  temporary  and  partial  e'vil  wjtk  a. 
view  to  ultimate  and  geueral  good. 

Tbe  eSeet  sf  this  measun  upon  the  rewnori*' 
a  subjeoi  of  great  alarm ;  it  is  to  render  us  bask-' 
rupt  in  fotiuBe  as  well  u  repuiaupo-  1^h«  a»T- 
nual  TBvfiuue  of  the  United  States,  en  an  arerage 
of  the  three  last  yMre,  has  twen  $ll,ddO{000,  afi 
which  t5.43S,000,  are  dcrivfld  from  our  inporta 
from  the  British  doainloast  *^  t641S.O0O Tnm 
our  impoits  frtun  tb»  rest  df  tke  wwl^  Thit  ta 
ceriaiDly  a  very  senou  viow  of  the-  eubjeci ;  baft 
we  believe  that  ibia  Meaaar*  wiU  itot  pradaett 
war,  aad  of  cotune  that  il  will  aot  iMialyao  auE 
commerce.  Our  merehaala  will  »tilL  rbe  cato^ 
prising,  and  will  have  i>ew  ttdacstaanta  to  tiitar> 
prise ;  Mir  flag  will  still  wave  on  every  aea  wm^ 
in  every  dime;  frodu  t>ew  aautaes  and  nhaiiDela 
of  Qocamerce  we  shall  derive  ariicles  aiatilai  In 
thoae  now  imported  bam  Britain,  or  lolan^la 
substitutes;  nod  the  iucreased  prioa  af  tltoac  act^ 
ales  will  add  something  to  ttw  ravoDOe,  while  it 
will  be  ia  s«ai«  degroe  dimiolshed  by  the  gtnaotl 
effect.  Qeotlemen  of  great  commercial  iafMiaai- 
lioBt  have  calculated  that  tbe  reveaae  will  aot  ba 
diminished  to  the  amount  of  OBonilliou;  but  1«( 
us  suppone  that  It  will  b«  leeeened  two  millioa^ 
w  eve*  «a,650,000.  With  only  oine'SiUioBt  i»> 
stead  of  el«ven  and  a  half,  ii  is  Mtiaio  w*  «aoa«C 
eapend  thiee  or  font  nulliotn  for  tba  aappan  «f 
Qovernment,  aad  auslain  beudea  tlie  asBual  a^ 
ptopciatioa  of  eight  miHioosiar  ibe  payawat  of 
th»  oatioaal  debt.  But  let  Ms  aupfmae  t&e  wonC, 
aad  \fibat  follows  1  We  nay  auhiatt  ta  th*  uaar* 
pations  of  Qreal  Briuin  on  tba  ooaao,  we  taac 
throw  at  ber  feet  evwything  but-nomiaal  iadcpea^ 
eaee  and  honor,  we  nay  disgrace  and  degrada 
oaraelrcB  in  the  eyes  of  the  world,  and  v»«  shall 
extinguish  ow  natiooaldehi  in  1816,  UQ?,  orjaUi 

Go  tbe  other  hand,  we  may  aaaoma  a  maa^ 
and  digiMQed  national  spirit,  we  may  raoall  tha 
priuaipbtt  and  tbe  babiia  oC  tba  Ravalation,  wa 
may  arm  otv  GovMamBat  wkb  *attai«at  eaorgy 
to  vindiaatB  aad  Dnaiaiaia  oannatfoBBlrigb^  wa 
aMreoaunaod  vespecifran  otb«  aatiaoa.  aad  w« 
shall  euiocuiah  our  saiisaal  debt  i»  1884. 18S5, 
01 1826.  Tbiamay  baiba  altemaiive  istfae  kat 
reaer^  bat  for  tka  preaeot  we  oaa  ioorane  tba 
ratio,  and.  af  ooarae  tbe  qaastuna  ofibo  daiiaa 
wbiob  ooaidiaia  tba  naena^  In  ban!  tinaaa.  «aa 
Buiat  ekfecl'  ta  bear  bard  bardenv 

T he-Bdo^nof  Ihii  mtaaore^  we  an  Mid,  will 
ibrow  aa  unequal  and  unreajMiabb  aaigbi  ajpa 
eor  Boutbaea  wetbEaaiitiaCMMdihatitwilLoM 
only  leana  tbe  piiaa,  but  aiMdy  ptMlade  ibaiaaBi 
keb'Of thaiiatapleeapovteOBmMitie*^  Herewa 
ought  M  paaac  and  teioot;  aad  if  aacb  aa  evil 
will  tow  froBk  tlUa  s^uma,  we  ougbl  ta.  abaai— 
ike  ptajeoi. 

Upon  rafleatioa,  wado  not  believe  ibat  saeb  wilt 
be  in  caate^uaaca.  The  two  great  article*  ol 
SoatbetDeiportaiiaD-aMeattonaadtobaeMi.  Tha 
value  of  our  auMaal  axjiarti,  for  the  thrca  laal 
yBaca,t»tliadoiaiaia         "        "' 
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nlr,  Ims  bera  915.690,000,  of  wUch  ibe  ratue  of 
cotWD  bat  b««a  S6,M0lX)00,  ind  of  totaoao  93  220,- 
000}  boil)  tog«ih«rS886D.00O.  Dedvetinfl  from 
tbe«n)wanoaBtor91ft,69a.000,tbenimofiSJ!60,- 
000,  for  forcif  B  goods  reexported,  ««  bmve  $13,- 
480,000  for  all  Ibe  articles  of  domeittc  prodtKe, 
aod  of  course  tfas  Southetn  Stale*  faroiaD  oMrty 
two-ibird*  in  Tatne  of  our  Jonieslie  axports  to  the 
Eoropeao  domtDioaa  oalj  of  Qreai  Bniain.  But 
oar  exports  to  the  British  cohnites,  in  all  parts  of 
the  wodd,  eoD»i>t  of  the  produciioni  of  the  Nortb- 
<niaikdMid4le6(ai««}  ofproruioBandlirettock, 
tumber,  naral  sIotm,  potatb.  fur*,  and  fbreisD 
atwobuidue,  aoqirired  by  liie  earrying  trade. 
And  cMtooaBdtohwtooare  Doweaportadtootber 
|Mirta  aa  wall  u  Qreat  Brtiaia:  tin  total  annnal 
raloa  of  the  axpons  of  eoiton  being,  96.040,000, 
and  oftobice«9B,143,000,ihea«two(irticle<i(and 
tlMTe  are  no  oiber  vf  cooaeqoeaoa  exported  from 
the  Sovihero  State*  eiecpt  rice,  wbich  it  compar- 
atively of  iDeomiderBfalc  yalue)  amoumiag  id  the 
wbde  10  913,063MK1,  vbicb,  deducted  from  ^39^- 
988,000,  the  whole  ainouDt  of  exponi  of  domettic 
produce,  learea  926,845,000,  for  tbe  exports  almoit 
tttoloaiTely  of  Ibe  Noriheni  and  Middle-Siatea. 
b  ia  not  betl«Ted  that  ihie  meanire  will  sbnt  irp 
Ibe  Brittah  market  for  a  raw  material  to  necea- 
Mry  to  their  naauiaeinresas  our  eottoo.  A  dob- 
ittportation  i*  not  io  itself  a  bo  d^cx  porta  tioit.  Our 
axjMTta  Buy  Mill  go  to  Great  Britain,  as  it  will  be 
her  interesi  to  reeeire  them.  fiiK  wpiwse  she 
adopts  neaaureaofrctBlietioii  ^ajniit  her  interest, 
and  ezetodes  them.  When  we  know  that  eveo 
in  the  preaeni  war  tbe  opecn  fre«portB  in  her  col' 
Qoies  for  a  partial  aommeroe  wiih  her  aneaiiea, 
sad  when  we  are  lotd  that  tbe  French  armies  are 
asw  «kd  in  Briiiah  maan  fee  tares,  can  we  doubt 
that  tbe  British  OorerBmeat,  wltb  that  depth  t4 
MMMMreial  at  well  at  national  policy  for  wbieb 
It  w  disliaguitfaed,  will,  wbaterer  may  be  it»oe- 
laaatbto  actt,  open  tome  indirect  ebannel  of  trade 
by  which  to  supply  ittelf  with  an  article  so  eaeea- 
tial  to  the  ayetMn  of  its  ■aDufaeiDreaf  Besides, 
mI  hnra  alnady  abaerred,  Id  reference  to  import- 
ation,  even  the  ptofuaioD  ot  tbe  Briliah  maAet 
would  opoi  M  BOW  one  for  this  aHiele  in  Prance 
and  otber  coanniea,  by  boldtne  out  ao  eneontago- 
«WQt  for  ibem  to  eitead  aad  lavprova  thoae  tnaa- 
■ftotnroBOfwbishitfonMihenwmaferlal.  The 
only  effeeltipoD  the  artioleaofeotton  and  tabasco 
woold  be  a  amall  daerease  of  their  price,  aod  per- 
kapa  that  only  leaaporary,  and  weald  oota  limitar 
eflbet  ba  nodneed  npoo  the  producliotw  of  otber 
paeu  e£  the  Union  t  Would  not  the  prtee  of  tbe 
(opeiaaof  Ibe  Northern  and  Middle  SiaMt,  of  our 
bed;  pork,  fautier,  eheese,  dried  and  pickled  Ssh, 
flour,  wheat,  earn,  Igmbv,  and  all  other  articles, 
bo  afiacKdT  Un^Deationably.  We  hoped  this 
wonM  bave  baea  viewed  aea rreat  miioiial  que*' 
tioH  upoB  a  ffreat  aationat  teale,  and  not  made  a 
looal  one.  Batdoes  not  the  carryiof  trade,  which 
we  wish  to  imiieet,  preaeat  a  local  qaeatioB  aUo? 
I«  it  not  dao  eicluaively  carried  on  by  eitizena  of 
tbe  Narlham  and  Hid^  Stale*  1 

It  it  eaid  that  Ibi*  trade  produces  a  rereoite  of 
tmly  9800,000.    But  wbaa  i*  tbo  ameunt  of  the 
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trade, nad  why  doe)  it  not  prodacemore  il   

Thp  anaaal  valtie  of  articles  of  foreign  produce 
re-exportrd  to  all  parts  of  the  world,  is  estimated 
at  9^.533,000.  It  produces  bat  a  small  sum,  be- 
caase  it  has  been  deemed  good  policy  not  to  liz 
it,  bat  to  oherish,  to  patronise  it,  as  b  source  ot 
ifldaslry  and  profit. 

But  tome  genllemea  are  not  inclined  to  protect 
this  trade,  aad  some  ereu  hazard  an  opinion  thai 
it  is  injuriona  to  tbe  counlry.  We  thought  the 
principle  advaaeed  by  able  writers  on  pofiiical 
acooooiy  was  equally  settletf  with  men  of  science' 
and  men  of  common  tense,  t))Bt  ibe  amoualorihe 
real  weahh  of  a  nation  is  composed  of  the  eom- 
bioed  amount  of  tbe  produce  of  its  land  and  hbo^- 
of  its  industry  upon  the  ocean^  aa  well  as  npoa  the 
fenwjfnriti— ^udtbaifiTemillionBofdollanearaed 
in  the  carrying  trade,  the  product  of  labor  on  tbe 
seas,  by  citiaens  of  the  United  Siatrs,  tnd  incoT' 
porated  la  to  the  great  stock  of  our  national  wealib, 
were  jost  equal  to  five  millions  of  dollars  acquired 
by  the  labor  of  the  husbandrnan.  The  impress- 
ment of  our  Keantea,  loo,  may  beriewed  as  a  local 
questioD.  Those  anforlunaie  men  belong  to  the 
Nmtbern  and  Middle  States.  Gentlemen  seem  to 
consider  them  at  persons  of  no  character  or  conse- 
quence— mere  adventarers  on  the  ocean,  wander- 
ing beyond  tbe  limits  and  the  powers  of  the  na-' 
ttODaljurisdiclioaaBd  proieclioD.  Not  eo.  They 
are  men  aod  eitiienic,  they  hare  friends,  coonez- 
ioos.  and  a  home,  and  are  employed  in  as  honest 
occupation;  and  surely  tbeimprenment  of  ihon- 
sands  of  them,  in  a  state  worM  than  that  of  AfrW 
can  ilava-y,  on  board  those  flosiini;  oasilet  which 
spread  terror  through  ibe  world,  ia  a  local  ques- 
tion of  as  much  importance  m  the  price  of  cotloit 
and  tobuceo.  On  this  tnbject  alone  iba  frteadsof 
the  resolailon  are  prepared  to  say  that  strong  mea- 
sures ought  to  be  adopied,  and  ought  uerer  to  bo 
abandooed,  uati)  oar  flag  shall  be  tofitred  lo  pro- 
tect those  ovey  whom  it  wuvet.  If  the  American 
eAgle  ia  dtspoted  to  sink  beneath  the  feet  of  tho 
British  lion,  be  can  expect  nothing  bni  cimtempt 
and  outrage;  bui.it  is  m  his  power  to  take  a  more 
elarated  ai(auion~-to  soar  out  of  reach— and  be  at 
once  seeare  aad  triumphant. 

Hoi  anly  are  the  peculiar  intoiestaof  our  South- 
en  brcthrea  to  be  eaerificed  by  thismeaaure,  but 
it  is  to  lead  lowarwi^Oreat  Brininl  Onwha» 
ia  tbiaUea  founded?  On  the  coOt,  calcolaifaig 
character  of  her  eelehrated  Hionter.  It  will  be 
ia  itself  DO  caaaa  of  war ;  it  i*  a  commercial  nf 
akrtioQ  aunif }  aad  w«  bare  the  same  r^ht  to 
MiopL  it  that  Qreat  Britain  baa  to  pass  those  laws 
by  which  the  imposes  greater  duties  on  tbe  ar* 
pertatioa  of  goods,  wares,  and  marefaaiiaiM,  to  the 
United  States,  than  are  impeaed  ob  similar  arti' 
cles  exported  to  tbe  nations  of  Europe.  It  is  nei- 
ther more  aor  less  than  a  commercial  ivgulatioB— 
a  part  of  the  system  of  mBaagingonr  own  eoneerns 
in  our  own  manoer— ead  it  ought  not  lo  be  pre- 
sumed  that  it  will  produce  war.  Can  Great  Brit- 
aiB  wish,  at  the  present  moment,  to  add  to  tbe 
Dumber  of  tier  enemies?  She  is,  mdeed,  the  tool 
of  a  powerful  coalition,  but  she  has  a  powerful 
ly  to  eoolaad  with.    8ba  ia  fight^,  aot  tba 
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baUte«  of  tb«  tiaman  ncB, ;  a»I  fta  ibe  rigltt»  mad 
priTflms  of  the  people  of  Batope ;  least  of  all  for 
tlia  rigtiu  lad  priTil«g«sofih«  people  of  Americai 
but  for  her  own  oMioittl  exntence.  H«f  woodmi 
wnllst  like  (base  of  aneieat  Athem,  wbioh  bf  tke 
iiitttioa  of  an  oraele  arc  said  to  hare  preawTed 
that  celebrated  city  from  deatraetion,  coutiiate 
HiQ'Ooljr  banier  beiwcra  benelf  and  rain.  Are 
ve  the  eDBraie*  of  Omt  firttain  }  Not  at  all,  ei- 
Hpt  itk  wai:  enemica  in  vai,  io  peaos  ftieadt. 
WeWfl  Uie  Bnti^  yeo\Ati  we  ahoald  be  moD- 
■t«H  if  w«  did  not,  for  Briiith  Uffod  flawi  ia  ooi' 
neina.  W«  veaanKe  ihoea  moDumeDti  of  Britiib 
ImflMoe  and  of  Britiab  libertr  wfaich  liara  «» leag 
adoravd  tbe  dark  aoeoe  of  £furop(.  Wa  leapeat 
(be  pow«r  and  tba  ability  of  tbe  BtitiBh  OoT«r»- 
meat,  and  we  wiU  mpeet  its  magnanimitr  and 
juatieewbea  it  sliall  nspect  our  ri^ts.  And  are 
we  the  ealogists  and  Salieren  of  Ftance  1  Tbe 
laal  task  we  shoHldvisb^o  uaderia^woidd  be 
tfaM  of  adding  new  cem*  to  tbe  Imperial  Crown 
of  tbe  EmperoT  of  Fraaea  and  King  of  Italy.  I 
yafc  for  myself  alone,  but  I  do  not  belieTe  thmt 
tae  friends  of  tbe  resolution  bare  any  peculiar 
patiialiiy  for  Emperojs  and  Kings.  We  would 
wtab  to  navigate  our  political  bark  to  any  other 
port  tbtm  that  bestrode  b^  ihe  Colossnaof  nntrer- 
sal  «apire.  We  bare  difEerencee  with  oikei  ■»■ 
HoM  besides  Britain,  but  do  we  ptoetrate  onradves 
at  their  feet?  We  wish  to  treat  nMJow  as  ibey 
treat  ua )  for  it  is  impossible  ftn  nations  to  pursue, 
with  success,  any  other  coum  of  coD4n«L  We 
wculd  nse  (bem  well  at  iU,  in<  propwdoQ 
degree  of  friendship  or  injury  ws  receive.  With 
«taer  nations,  weaker  raeasHree  may  sncaeed, 
the  in  jariee  ws  sustain  from  Qrot  Btilflin  demand 
Strong  measures,  and  iM  betie^tbe  one  which  ia 
BOW  proposed  will  pcadnca  tbe  desired  effect.  Not 
that  w«  are  hosiUe  to  ncwoiiattoo,  but  wa  wish  to 
«i«e  to  tbe  iustrameBt  ofnqgotiatioa  a  atrw  toae. 
We  fear  that  if  this  maanira  benot  adapted,  ao 
aoer^tie  one  wiU  be;  and  that  the  report,  M>. 
ChamaMB,  wkicb.it  bcoomes  yonrJaiy  tomake,  on 
~  Rtiring  hwa  that  chair  every  erenii^,  and  yield* 
log  it  tO'the  biHiarable  Speaker,  that  "tbe  Csm' 
mittee  of  tbe  Whole  hare  had  thai  stale  «f  fke 
Ubion  oader  coasMtetsiioh,  aad  eoaia  te  no  rcso- 
lallon  ihcreen,"  wttl  eimtiinM  to  be  tbelaaae  can- 
atosioBiaf  every' day's  dlsoaBsion^doTtngtbe  pres- 
MiMtaioB.  UaviflBdme  QUr  dntyin/suppovting 
(his  TMolniton,  we  shall  be  as  wilhiig  as  meet  our 
•oasliiueBtaas  thesegentleoien  who  giTea.£ffec- 
oatVele.  We  wish  tot  peace  i  we  are  aaziens-to 
avoid  wa^  bat  wa  'CBinet  SDbnKl  Co  natieaal 

Ur.  b.  B.  WitaiAKs.— Mr.  Chairmaa,  I  feel 
tbenecessiiy  af  apoiogiaing  lo  tbe  Coonniltea  for 
tbat  povtion  of  Ihietr  time  which  I  shall  occupy  ; 
Mt  presumiag  lo  ofier  reasons  to  athers  why 
this  resolution  should  not  be«depted,  l  beg  their 
iadulgcBce,  while  I  do  tbai  which  presea is  itself 
««  (be  time  Bs  a  duty,  to  dralare  what  are  royna- 
•mis  for  voitng  a^inst  it;  tbe  deep  stake  tny  co»- 
tti1<] eats. bold  in  the  measure  is  my  epology. 

Sooh  is  the- mageiiude  of  tbe  subject  under  di 
•tttsioB,  apMading  itsdf  over  a  prodiguas  axM 


^  to  the  beartofsomeoTolrtlMet  valuable 
iasiitnRons,  eobrertinf  anmeManUy  tbe  plighted 
Utb  of  ttse  Goremmeat,  and  ffrertumiag  the 
foundAtiDDs  of  a  considerable  porttea  of  oar  rev- 
enue, that  I  feel  myectf  inade(]Qa(e  t»  trace  its 
inAuene  orep  erao  a  ramt&eation  of  that  vast  in- 
terest it  lays  bold  of,  maofa  teM  do  I  ptatend  to  a 
view  of  the  whei(r^TOand }  but,  impaneet  as  that 
eomprahenaan  is,  u  ukee  inaiHah  more  thaa 
suffictaat  to  fill  me  iritb  faai  aad  tieoiUiBg  for 

I  ooBseqaSuncs, 

We  have  beard,  d«iing  the  iaoi  three  daya  ef 
thejir«e»ldiaeiuBioo^aneat4«al  «id  aboat  tto 
apint  of  the  sation,  and  that  it  demands  eaer- 
^tia  maasucee;  £ir,  t  aek  tbe  genileiaeB  wfaa 
nrge  this  aa  au  argtHDeot,  if  then  had  beea  aa 
much  foin  taken  to  appriBetbe  nation  of  its  tiaa 
poaitba  with  Oieat  BrjlaUi  aa  iheae  baa  baea  to 
alarmit,  whether  itaaaziety  would  nothavebeea, 
at  least  by  tJua  time,  quieledf  If  ^geadraie*, 
landing-  in  suob  a  respooeible  situation  to  theii 
eaaatilnentsj  as  they  do  apon  tttis  floer,  had,  in- 
stead of  urguig  war  meaaares,  spoke  out  tbe  plwn 
language  of  ttuih,  that  at  the  date  of  Mr.  Moa- 
roe's  last  deB[atchMi  Lord  MidfE*are  had  aeeeded 
It)  hie  re<|«eBt  to  enter  upoa  aa  exaooinatioB  of 
the  dispute  between  tbe  (Wo  Oorenimaaia,  wba- 
ibei  tbey  weald  now  vviiinrc  to  represent  the 
^rii  of  tbe  natiiHi  as  excited  in  every  part' of  (fee 
eontineatl  IpnsUme  not.  Bat  wbaae* do ihay 
learn  that  this  a^irU  is  so  exerted  1  b  is  trae  w« 
bare  reeeired  spirited  rbaotalkiiu  from  two  taama 
in  Viiiriiuft,  and  a  few  welUwriQea  memoriaU 
from  a  few  mercbaMs  at  a  few  of  the  seaport 
towns,  refMiog  the  Britiab  dootiioc;  but  wbal 
alas  de  they  aayl  At  Bahimore  ibey  faeliere 
"redfeaa  for  Ibejnst  may  be  fonad  in  aaaicaUa 
aiplaspliona."  FronPfatladelphiayoaareeaUed 
»ttt-  for  a  naval  fteoe  far  Ae  West  lodia  aeataoB. 
Why?  To  defcad  tfaeii  Itadeio  8*.  Demiuffo,  I 
aiifqwse^for  ihabappeat*  toba  thepitk  af  tfeeme- 
uMciai.  Tbe  merohaats  of  New  York  pleitge 
tbrnaseWea  to  aupport "  ail  moHues  aiaptei,"  i«- 
scrrjaf  totbemselns  tberightto  jwlgei  ■ootsaah 
-     lay  be  adnWadby  Ceagraaa.   Pvom 

-'-■--—"— "sd.  The 

■  **  they 

Crt  IB  Ike  comeate  wloeh  now 
"  Wbeieelsatbviifiaai  these 
doeomeMa'  do  ceitflaBeB  find  the-  spirit,  of  the 
aationl  Ganainly  Dot  -iroBa.llie  Gabtaet,  aer 
iiom  the  fiiemuiae, ftar  if  itweae  good  aiidiB«it^ 
to  taJk  abont  What  wo  bear  eat  cd'  this  Hoos^ 
tboy  have  no  each  wislieK  la  itbir-thn  le  fmnt 
tbeMSMfoof'tbisseatdatioa  bf  an*tb«lag  itiat 
to  tha  nation  whiek  perhafa  it  decf  not  feei[ 
wbioh  it  eerteinlf  voald  not,  if  it  waiaialiy  ep- 
ptteed-of  its'  diuatidn  ii killed,  and  wbidi  tbe  nfr 
moriala  oa  yoiv  laUe.do'Boi  SMk?  Dioca  the 
Ksdlnison  (irertde  fw  "amieane  CTptaaarfoas," 
for  a  "apeeiai  anssioa,"  for  a  sqaadron  on  the 
Weal  lodia  aiBtioD?    No  *ocb  thing,  sir. 

In  argttii^  cbii-  sabfecl  it  ie  material  taaseer- 
lain  what  is  tbe  Uwa  cause  of  oar  present  dispeile 
with  Orcnt  BrilsdD,«nd  to  wbat  extrat  it  goes. 
I  i  say  canae  of>  daifaiia,  faenrate  it  strikes  me  ttal. 
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kad  Bol  (be  prwent  diffienlir  aiUut,  baa:  ioMila 
oflered  in  ibe  imsreaaiatDt  of  our  Mamen,  weie 
in  Iraio  for  BmicaDte  MijuaUaeat,.Bnd  wiil  be  ar- 
ruged  when  the  preseot  aaoaiineBB  sl»Jl  be  quir 
e[fd.  Lt  caaiaot  be  uaknawa  lo  jfeuUameD  lliat 
an  Id  vet  ligation  of  that  (ab^ct  wm  aeHriv  cam- 
pleted,  aod  io  fact  would  hare  beta,  but  foi  tbe 
hasif  dapartaie  o£  our  Lhea  Minislw  &om.  the 
Cosrt  of  St.  Jomeii 

It  is  takflu  for  pasted  tbM  the  {wateat  afgniTa- 
Imw  Qiwinaied  m  her  allflmpt*  ta  Giamf,  mf  de- 
«ror,  iTeeattamaa  like  it  bottai,  our  oarrying 
trade.  Thia  ia  tlw  gwnd  w<a  oa  which  the 
wiioU  nachioerr  of  uuioiiftl  kaoof,  md  dignitr, 
uid  wraugn,  aad  insults,. are  made  tQ  two.  Yea. 
■E,  thia  oarrriog  trade  wiiich  SpalD  aod  Porugai 
oooe  aharad,  bntooald  ootTeUJa;  which  Holland 
Uiemplad  to  mcuiopolize;  which  Vas  Trompand 
D»  Hujrtw  fought  ibr,  but  wluch  she  waa  oblig«d 
t*  i«lk)^uish}  this  oarrvjog.  trade  is  the  bone  oi 
ODOtentioD  for  whicli  Uie  sweat,  the  blood,  thM 
lives  aod  foBtuoes,  of  the  Am^ican  people  ate  Ui 
im  laTished  is  maiDbuBina.  And  what  ia  thia 
eanyiag  tmdel  Is  it  aayUMOg  difiereot  from  a 
puiial  right,  whiah  but  a  *ery  anall  (tart  ef  the 
oomrBuaity  can  eajoy,  which  out  a  small  portion 
af  tbat  p«it  do  inprone  ?  Is  it  h«I  a  right  which 
ia  siill  {HToblematieal — wb«ihar  (he  exei«i»e  ia  of 
Mai  naiional  utilitir  J  There  are  many  who  ba- 
l&STe  it  baa  been  tA  no  aolid  advantage  to  Great 
Britain  herself,  notwitbatsodiag  ahe  bas  poaaeiaed 
a  nuich  gNalei  ahaia  of  it  than  any  other  nation. 
Getiaiolf  it  baa  beea  iba  oaoae  of  acTarai  long 
aad  TDinoua  wafa  to  bei,  aqd  if  wa  look  baok  a 
iiule  upon  oui  own  azpttrivBce  we  aball  aee  it  haa 
been  the  germ  from  wbich  hae  sprung  all  our  dif- 
taotiiea'witb  ibat  Govwmnent  sinae  (he  eom- 
iMBawnant  of  a  political  hufricaae — the  Fcenab 
Revotulioi).  Since  that  period  our  cDmnierca 
baa  baoone  a  rival  of  ioerassiag  strengtb  with 
thai  of  Clraat  Britain,  and  findiog''  ^  B'"^  >* 
thia  branch  above  competilion  to  the  exeluaioo-of 
hera,  d)«  baa  eomraancBd  a  system  tocounteraiot 
iltaod  baa  commeooed  it,  1  have  do  bwitalion  in 
aajringnulillyi,  to  what  it  will  progi<eaa,  if  we  drive 
bee  lo^U.  Oentieinea  an aurely  notoamipdfuiof 
tbc  u«tua«able  piida  of  that  Mittiatiy,  tbey^wtaol 
furgetithat  it  taCaimeid  ofmea  who  aertr  do  acta 
oi  tggtiosmqa  by  b«tvei,'snd  who  feel  no  otber 
nataaiota  than  (bose  of  ^aver.  Natiuoal  rigb^*! 
UUurisfc  aad  iasults,  are  not  graduated  on  (he 
4ceits  of  theii  poHoy.  The  OBlp  inquiiiei  with 
ttttitLaie,  Can  wagftio  by  tbe  warj  la  tbi«  the 
tin*  (e  aCaike  tba  fifst  blow  witb  ibe  oast  effect  1 
I  oaedooti^Te  aninalanceof  ihiifaet.  KQreat 
Brii^n  ever  bad  waited  for  a  just  cause  of  war, 
tbM  la,  when  ahe  wished  for  it,  w«  might  oonaale 
ourselvaa  with  our  safely  in  agreeiug  lo  this  leso- 
ImioD ;  but  it  is,  well  ImowQ  that  she  never  did, 
and  in  taj  opinion,  with  her  present  Mieiater,  she 
newer  will.  So  gentlemen  ihen  wish  for  warl 
How  if  ii  poaaible  tbey  aan  beli«ve:  that  thia  meaa- 
nre  wiU  not  produesit  ?  Sir,  I  would  ratbor  vote 
br  war  than  for  tbe  reaolution, and  indiaputably 
it  would  be  tbe  better  of  the  two  avik,  beuauae 
min  the  (qierauaa  of  th«  meoliBioa.  Qaual  ticilr 


aia  ean  amoee  yen  with  negotiation  liU  ahe  bad 
completed  her  precautiDnary  measuies,  and  would 
ihen  break  it  oS,  ot  what  ia  worae,  comoaeBce  the 
wac  first,  and  make  that  tbe  denouncement  to 
your  peace  CommissioDen;  whereas  the  reveraa 
would  he  the  eSect  under  a  prompt  declaration  of 
war.  Here  we  abouid  stiihe  the  first  blow.  Sb« 
holds  upwards  ot  «20,000,000  of  your  ^lublic  debt. 
Her  merchants  aod  capitalists,,  nolwiihsiandiiig 
tbe  dedaratioiL  to  the  coatrery  by  the  hooarabu 
gentleman  from  Peopsvlraoia,  (Mt.  J.  GlatJI 
beliaT^  bare  additiooal  euormous  suoai  in  tbia 
MUitryj  If  you  auder  these  to  slip  through  your 
fiagata,  yau  ma^  as  well  whistle  ae  attempt  to 
■Buaanimpreesion  opon  her  afierwHTda-  i  kaow, 
ail,  tba  Treaty  of  1791  bars  thia  measure ;  but 
tbia  Gammiuee  are  not  new  to  learn  that  Qieat 
Britain  haraelf  baa  given  frequent  proofs  that  th« 
parcbmenla  of  peace  have  no  iaflneuoe  over  tba 
deeds  of  wai ;  tba  otdei  of  the  day  wonid  be  to  do 
each  other  the  moat  harm,  and- we  certainly  shoaild 
aot  be  so  aqueamiah  aa  la  be  raoliiated  by  the-  pro* 
viaioaa  of  a  treaty,  whirh  never  ooghi  to  b«v« 
been,  made,  from  iofiicrinff  the  worat  puniabment 
upon  oor  enemf.  But^  sir,  neither  of  these  aaeaa- 
area  need  be  resorted  W.  If  geutlemea  will  oalv 
delay  tbe  deciaioa,  and  tbey  appear  very  mucn 
(Kspoaed  to  do  so,  just  time  enough  for  fair  diacua^ 
aioD,  they  will  see  that  thia  reaolution  goes  to  tbe 
deetruotion  6f  the  Kreat  maaa  of  the  communitf, 
to  (he  entire  sacrifice  of  tbe  whole  of  iba  agrir 
onltural  inteiesk  to  the  probable  advantage  of  a 
antatl  portioQ  of  tbe  aosamereial  world.  Then 
cannot  be  a  clearer  position  than  thi.i;  tbe  whole 
oi  tba  agrieahural  will  be  aacrifieed  to  a  part  of 
tbe  imercantile  inlereat.  A  trade  which  nuiat  be 
ipported  by  suob  means  is  not  worth  preaervingj 
u  in  no  way  raeiprocnl,  and  nevea  c«n  be  eat' 
ried  on  to  the  advantage  ef  the  whole  natieo, 
while  its  cireumatauces  are  »o  deaponte  aa  to  ia^ 
rplae  the  peace  and  hap|)iBesa  of  tbe  oouatry^ 

la  it  &ir  to  dnw  a  comparisoo  between  tbia 
favoaits  branch  ef  oommeHW,  to  «upp«n  vrhieb' 
the  whole  eoersies  of  tbe  nation  ace  to  be  held  in 
■equisiiion,  and  tbe  other  braacbee  1  What  dnea 
it  yield  to  the  revenue  ?  The  Seoretary  of  Uw 
Treasury,  eagle-eyed  as  be  ia..  baa  aearcoed  the 
vixuie  teeotd  thiougb,  to  the  last  page,  and  baa 
not  been  able  to  dieeovei  more  than  S850,000  pet 
anotuik  Are  gaatlemen  prepared  tbua  tawlm- 
quish  the  souree^— to  out  up  by  tbe  roota  the 
supplies  to  Oeveriuaeni  of  at  least  96^13,000  ta 
preserve  $850,000  ?  To  say  nothing  about  the 
immense  disadvantage,  the  cfuaea  of  aach  can- 
duct  abould  be  moatcosent  and  necassitoua.  Are 
any  such  causae^  To  men  whose  minds 
are  inflated  with  those  high  notions  of  honor  and 
dignity  which  liare  been  the  burden  of  every  war- 
ape«cb  to  the  British  PatliaoMot,  and  to  uiAintata 
which,  poor  John  Bull  has  waded  up  to  his  eyea 
in  national  debt  and  Detioaal  misety,  there  mar 
be  aiMh  causes;  but  to  men  of  plain  nodersiaiui- 
'ag,  who  measure  the  quantum  of  nationai  hooac 
jod  dignity  abroad  by  the  dagrea  of  national  happi- 
aeeaand  virtue  at  home,  aad  who  understand  noth- 
ing Biore  or  lesa  ^  these  teims  tbau  blond  aod 
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taxMOD  theproplp,lhere  have  been  no  sach  canses 
offered.  Sir,  I  will  never  role  to  plunge  this  nttioit 
intoaira^-'l  believe  this rcBolotion  lo  be  notblo^ 
ahorl  of  it — to  preserve  the  foreign,  partial  priv> 
h^ei  and  advanlagei  of  any  tel  of  mCD.  or  the 
separare  iolereat  of  any  descriplion  of  ihe  com- 
mtiDiif  whatever.  By  war  we  can  gaia  nolhinr ; 
we  have  everything  to  lose.  Manr  years  ehould' 
roll  over  Qs  before  we  admii  more  than  one  caose 
of  war,  when  negotjalioD  has  been  exhao^ted. 
There  is  a  line  rot)  od  this  country,  which,  when 
trespassed  on,  iihould  -bam  the  ftcnltifs  of  every 
tnan't  Mol  into  hatred — should  kindle  all  the  fiery 
particles  of  his  STsiem  into  a  flame  of  vengeance 
and  redress.  It  Is  apon  such  an  occaiiiDn,  when 
the  whole  mass — when  ibe  people  arefnvaded,  we 
■bould  think  of  war;  not  when  a  few  merchants 
And  ibemselvcs  hampered  by  foreign  commercial 
Tegataiionfi.  There  are  otiier  remedies  for  thi^ 
disease.  War  is  worse  than  the  disease  itself.  I 
spurn  the  ihoughi  of  relioquiGbing  any  one  right 
of  our  fellow-cliizeDs.  I  only  wish  to  show  that 
this  is  Dol  the  measure  best  calculated  for  the 
preeeDt  injuries;  and  am  I  thereforean  enem*  of 
the  merchants  7  A  hatred  of  war  measurtM  does 
not  iuvolve  the  idea,  but  I  freely  declare  I  am  not. 
There  are  maay  smong  them  whom  i  respect; 
■omel  love;  and, when  such  permanenicoraroer- 
cial  regulations  sball  be  proposed,  as  shall  secare 
to  Ihe  merchant  his  rights  and  privileges,  without 
endangering  the  peace  of  the  nation,  I  will  then 
prove  as  friendly  to  his  interest,  as  I  possibly  can 
be  on  any  other  occasion,  to  any  separate  interest 
whatever. 

Sir,  1  am  opposed  to  this  resoluiioa,  because, 
Trtien  you  have  deprived  the  Government  of  the 
revenue  which  is  derived  from  the  importationi 
contemplated  to  prohibit,  I  know  not  how  the  de- 
Iciency  is  to  he  made  good.  Gentlemen  who 
bave  digested  this  subject,  perhaps  may.  I  shall 
be  glad  to  hear  from  what  source  they  will  secure 
to  the  Dition  the  permanent  appropriation  of 
tS.000,000  for  the  redemption  of  the  public  debt, 
How  will  ibey  eSecl  the  disbursements  of  the 
civil  and  the  pension  lists  ?  How  pay  the  army  7 
How  support  the  navy?  f  A  very  important  iiei 
air.)  Tnat  nary  upon  which  has  been,  and  still 
squandered  such  eoormoui  sums  of  money,  that 
even  Ibe  Secretary  himself  cannot  tell  whJl  it  will 
cost  to  repair  a  smgle  frigate :  that  navy,  for  the 
Mpport  of  which  the  expenditures  for  (be  last 
year  exceeded  the  estimates  by  at  least  sixty  per 
«eDt. ;  that  curious  navy,  indeed,  which  costs  less 
to  keep  tbe  whole  in  service  than  ■  part — for  such 
Is  made  lo  appear  by  the  report  of  estimates  and 
details  of  expenditures  on  the  table. 

When  the  advocates  of  the  resolution  bare  done 
ihis— when  they  have  provided  for  the  ordinary, 
I  shall  be  glad  to  bear  from  ibera  on  the  txlraor- 
dtnary  expenses  of  the  Government.  One  party 
are  determined  to  fortify  New  York,  where  ti 
j&enie  sums  have  been  already  expended  j  Ne' 
port  must  not  be  forgotten,  for  there  too  has  been 
>  scene  of  prodigious  folly  andextravananee;  Bal- 
timore is  not  safe ;  Norfolk  is  exposed ;  Charles- 
ttn  ia  in  danger.    1  hare  a  letter  id  my  pocket, 


from  the  Qovernor  of  Boutfa  Carolina,  whieh 
itstea,  thai  there  is  mounted  upon  the  roined  for- 
tifications of  Charleston  but  one  gun,  and  that  is 
a  four-ponnder  on'a  crazy  csrriage.  At  one  lime, 
yoa  hear  that  four  pons  and  harbors  must  be  for- 
tified; at  another,  with  all  the  solemnity  of  « 
death  warning,  yoor  Navy  must  be  augmented. 
In  the  tiame  of  -God  I  where  is  aH  the  money  to 
come  from?  Is  that  single,  soUtai?  million,  afaoat 
which  so  much  baa  been  said,  to  do  all  this  t  1 
believe,  and  I  trust  there  -will  be  a  majority  with 
me,  that  neither  of  these  measures  are  necessary 
if  you  will  pursne  a  line  of  conduct  just  to  your- 
selves, prudent  and  moderate  to  others.  1  vTould 
rather  ask,  Why  are  all  these  extravsgan'-es  to 
be  blnndered  into?  Are  gentlemen  determined 
00  war?  If  so.  let  tbem  speak  manly  and  oBI- 
righi— and  then  we  shall  understand  each  other — 
hot  I  snspeci  not,  coaildering  the  quarter  the  rea^ 
lotion  came  from.  Why,  then,  all  this  rashnessj 
all  thiseagernesito  rush  into  Ihe  mischiefs  which 
hastened  the  ruin  of  the  former  Adminislralloo  ; 
and  into  war  measures,  when  peaeeis  as  desirable 
now  as  it  ever  was,  and  is  as  easily  maintainedf 
The  nation  is  prosperous  and  happy,  lo  a  degree 
of  prosperity  and  happiness  the  annals  of  the 
whole  world  bear  no  analogy.  Is  it  prudent,  is  it 
wilw.  is  it  expedient  to  tear  up  the  foundations  of 
all  this  prosperity  and  happiness,  when  they  are 
not  even  threatened  by  >he  rough,  tbe  unhallowed. 
hand  of  war?    God  forbid  ! 

Take  the  British  rule,  enforced  lately  in  its  great- 
est latitude.  It  does  not  affect  the  exportaiions  of 
your  own  |>roducts,  in  the  least,  nor  your  importa 
for  domestic  ca^^umplioo,  or  (he  exportation  of 
the  surplus  of  that  trade,  except  as  to  the  regn!a- 
liontf  oir  reshipmenl.  Those  branches  of  com- 
merce remain  as  free  and  as  unshackled  as  for- 
merly. What  is  tbe  eomparaiive  importance  of 
the  carrying  trade  with  ibese?  Their  intereita 
ran  parallel  with  the  other  great  interests  of  tbe 
community,  and  are  so  intimately  connected  that 
the  vibratron  of  a  stroke  on  one,  is  sensibly  felt 
by  all  the  rest.  But  this  other  branch,  this  carry- 
ing trade,  carries  no  principle  of  reciproiatioB 
with  it,  but  is  entirely  confined  lo  Ihe  few  (ner- 
cbants  who  embark  in  it.  In  what  degree  are  tfm 
general  interests  of  tbe  nation  affected,  by  the 
right  which  that  honorable  gentleman  from  Mn- 
Mchnsetts  (tAr.  Ci(OWKrMBBiBLt>)  has,  of  lading 
his  ship  at  Batavia  with  eotton,  and  carrying  it 
round  lo  Canton  iip|on  freieht  1  So  far  as  it  yiddn 
him  a  proBt  I  rejoice,  and  wish  to  maintain  tbe 
right  ibr  btm  ;  but,  certainly,  not  at  (he  expense 
of  the  live«  and  fbnaoei  of  the  whole  people, 
especially  when  they  are  no  sharers  with  him. 

We  have  witnessed,  and  sorely  fell,  the  tnjosfiee 
and  deliberate  robbery  of  Great  Britain  oD  a  for- 
mer occasion,  to  a  tenfold  greater  degree  of  im- 
portance than  the  present,  yet  she  retr(u;ted  her 
errors,  and  made  us  amicable  adjustment  of  itis 
injaries.  Shall  we  take  ihesame  important  stand 
DOW,  upon  a  less  important  occasion,  than  we  did 
then  7  I  hope  not,  air.  At  an?  rale,  )ei  na  go  to 
this  work  with  clean  hands,  before  we  atlempt 
10  coerce  Gmi  Briuin  into  jnaiic^  we  sboold  ael 
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ker  BO  eMmple  of  ii.  Ii  ibere  »aj  gowlemu 
this  Hooae  prepared  to  wr  o"' ■nercbanis  have 
%o\  gircD  ■ome  crhm  of  agression  1  HaTe  tbev 
oerer-  been  deieeled  corering  enemies*  proMrif  V 
b  i(  reaRonable  to  believe  Ihere  is  aetive  Ameri- 
eau  capiul  enough  to  carr;  on  the  trade  of  Prancp, 
Spain^  Holland,  and  our  own  besides?  Ipresnme 
noi,  sir.  We  should  look  well  to  our  own  acts 
before  we  commeaee  war  upoq  another  natio 
its  injartiee  towards  ua. 

I  cannot  vote  for  this  resolotion.  I  be]ie< 
calculated  to  produce  ereater  injuries  iban  are 
vow  complained  of.  ana  not  redress  for  those  al- 
ready committed.  1  sbguld  abuw  the  indulgence 
of  the  Committee,  to  show  thai  Oreal  Britain 
wonld  go  to  war  with  yoo,  rather  than  remaia  ai 
pMca  under  the  operaiiou  of  a  law  bottomed  on 
ihia  resolution.  There  ia  no  ptopoaitioa  dearer  to 
m;  mind.  It  would  be  eqinlly  a  loss  of  time,  (o 
prove  that  Mace  is  the  tru*  interest  of  this  eouB- 
try;  the  wnole  nation  attest  it.  Wilt  yoa  otil< 
raft  that  general  seMiment  by  adopting  ibe  meaa- 
nres  least  calculated  lo  procdre  a  change  of  her 
iojnsiice  ? 

The  influeDce  of  ibis  resolution,  if  agreed  to, 
will  be  incalculaUe.  Thoosands  of  iosoeent  per- 
i«u  most  ineritably  fall  taoriBoes  to  its  enormous 
premife.  It  will  throw  conrulsiont  over  the 
whole  body  politic.  It  Is  to  aroid  these  codtuI- 
siona,  to  spars  the  spasms  necesssrily  resohioir 
theteTrom,  to  every  neighborhood  in  the  United 
Suies,  tbai  t  vote  against  it. 

What  will  be  iti  operation  on  the  banking  ia< 
tere*l7  Sir,  if  it  could  annihilate  (he  wholesys- 
tern,  if  it  eould  erase  erery  fragmaot  of  its  massy 
walU,  wiihoot  tearing  down  others,  I  would  ro- 
jolca;  for  I  believe  the  very  system  to  b^  a  national 
aorae,  ereeting  the  most  potent  political  engine 
against  the  freedom  of  our  iitiailutions  that  can 
bedevised.  But  thisfs  im|>ossible.  The  mercan- 
tile world  is  so  enveloped  in  bank  inflaenee,  that 
they  feel  a  ran  on  the  hanks  as  they  wonld  a  shock 
«r  electricity.  There  are  established  within  the 
United  Slate*,  not  less  than  eighty  baoks^  which 
keep  afloat,  certainly,  &t  least  fifty-ave  millions  of 
paper  dollars.  Will  geailemeD  venture  on  a  line 
of  policy  which4ball  promptly  stop  such  an  im- 
meose  circulating  repteaentatire  of  specie  with- 
out prerioos  cooceri,  without  previous  ooiicol 
iodispulably,  the  merchant  would  be  the  first  vio- 
timj  bulihadestruetKu  would  BolBlop with  him, 
wn  can  any  geatUi^tan  say  where  it  would  ^top, 
for  merdtants  are  so  much  like  bricks  which  little 
beys  set  up  in  rows  for  their  amusement,  knock 
ou  down  aod  they  all  go.  When  a  merchant 
»il»,  all  wiibin  the  vortex  of  his  endoiaemenla 
and  hi*  interests  fail  with  him. 

I  mean  not  to  be  presumptuous.  It  is  with  great 
diffidence  I  ask.  What  would  be  the  effect  of  a 
course  of  conduct  like  this?  Let  the  Congress 
of  the  United  Statu  declare,  in  a  manly  and  dig- 
nified manner,  what  are  the  rights  of  citizens  of 
this  country  which  they  are  determined  id  maio- 
lain.  Let  the  President  of  the  United  States  be 
requested  to  open,  a  new  negotiation  with  the 
Cwirt  of  St.  JaoMo,  and  in  addiUon  to  such  rep- 


resefllaiioas  aa  be  shall  think  proper  to  make,  to 
lay  this  declaration  before  tbat  Court,  together 
with  such  commeroial  regulations  as  may  be 
adopted.  The  commercial,  the  mauufacturiag 
interest  of  that  eonniry,  understand  so  thoroughly 
their  conneiion  with  this,  it  is  reasonable  to  be- 
lieve that  their  influeaee,  which  is  admitted  to  be 
very  «eat  with  the  Ministry,  will  induce  it  to 
tread  back  those  steps  of  wanton  and  unprovoked 
injuries  ibey  have  made  tipoo  oot  fellow  citizens, 
and  to  which  their  own  teose  of  jiiatice  might  not 
otherwise  lead  lhem.~ 

I  cannot  refrain  from  eatreating  iha  attention 
of  the  Committee  to  an  act  which  passed  the  last 
aeisioB  of  Congress,  at  the  special  iD&uence  of 
that  particular  description  of  merchaou  who  are 
now  loudest  in  their  complaiata.  it  is  dated,  22d 
February,  1805,    The  second  section  reads  thus : 

"  That  it  ih*)!  b*  lawfal  far  uy  'Aip  or  vassal  to 
pToeaed  wi^i  any  gooda,  war**,  or  msrchandiaa,  brongU 
w  her,  and  which  ihall,  in  tb*  naanifHt  daliverad  totha 
eallMtOTOf  Ihacostonuh  bsiqwrlcd  sadostinad  or  in- 
tandad  for  any  finsign  port  or  place,  front  th«  di^rict 
within  which  anch  ship  or  veaael  shall  airiva,  to  null 
foreign  port  or  plica,  nithoat  pajlng.  or  aeojiiing  tha 


ship  or  veuel,"  &c. 

From  this  act  may  ba  fairly  dated  the  British 
doctrine.  Not  content  with  the  then  facilities  of 
their  carrying  trade,  with  which  they  weregrow- 
iog  wealthy,  they  must  have  them  increased  i  they 
greWGOvetous  of  the  smal)  duty  they  paid  toQov- 
tent  for  the  neutral  cbnrscier  it  gave  their 
„[tes ;  tbey  were  unwiUiag  that  tbe  poor  dav- 
laborer  who  unloaded  and  reladed  their  vesseli 
should  partake  of  the  blessings  of  this  trade,  ther 
grasped  at  that  pitunce  too.    Is  it  to  beexpeciet^ 

-,  that  we  shall  thus  extend  this  branch  of  com- 


Here,  ifien,  the  merchants  understand  me. 
The  carrying  merchants,  and  ibeir  friends,  have 
dished  up  their  own  injuries.  For  one,  I  am  de* 
lerminea  not  to  work  out  their  salvation  at  the 
e  of  everything  dear  to  tbe  nation. 
BiDWDLL.— Mr.  Chairman:  I  came  into 
the  House  this  morning  with  an  intention  not  to 
uble  you  with  any  observations  on  tbe  inter- 
ing  subject  which  has  been  several  days  undu 
coiuideraiioa ;  and  1  do  not  now  intend  to  enlei 
a  discusirion  of  the  particular  measure  pro- 
posed in  the  lesoluiion  on  your  table.  But  the 
debate  lias  taken  such  a  course  that  I  am  induced 
to  request  your  alteoiion,  a  few  minute*,  to  tha 
extraordinary  view  which  baa  been  exhibited  of 
ir  dispute  with  Great  Britain. 
A  gentleman  from  Geoigia  (Mr.  EaaLT)  rea- 
terday  told  us  that  a  general  alarm  had  indeed 
pervaded  the  nation,  respecting  our  telatioDs  with 
Qreai  Britain ;  but  it  had  been  excited  by  ineor> 
rect  views  of  the  state  of  the  dispute,  and  when 
tbe  subject  sbonld  be  fairly  explained  and  riahlly 
andersiood,  ihealarm  wouldsubaide.  He  added, 
that  the  carrying  trade,  out  of  which  our  differ- 
ences bare  grown,  ia  of  little  ralue  and  not  wor- 
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Ay  of  naifoual  prtneetioii.  The  s»me  <^DioB, 
In  Hib*taiM>-,  wa«  c-zprCMed  od  >  former  dap  by  a 
g^Dtl^mao  from  Virfinia,  (Mr.  J.  RAirmiLrH,) 
nd  you  have  juBt  beard  il  repealed  bytkegco- 
tleman  from  Sooth  CaroUnt,  (Mr.  D.  R.  Wii<- 
LrAHB,)  who  last  addresaed  you. 

I  agree  Vtih  ihete  ffeDllemaD  that,  in  order  to 
deietmlne  what Legiafative neanireE;  if'aiiy,Brs 
necesMTy  to  be  adopted,  it  ii  imporUnf,  ia  the 
ftnrt  ^ce,  10  understand  lite  Irne  oanre  and  ez- 
test  of  ihe  oonuareray  biAween  liie  two  Got- 
erameiita;  and,  as  tbeir  ondentaffdii^  of  it  ii 
Very  different  from  mine,  I  beg  the  Committee  to 
Bceompany  me  in  a  tionoiM  rertew  of  it. 

Tbe  iDjnries  complaineS  of  are  all  on  one  aide, 
and  are  entirely  wiinaat  proroealiort.  Gmi  Br^ 
tain  has  no  cause  of  oomplaint  againit  «b;  our 
OoTerameni  hea  been  oooditcted  in  such  a  man- 
ner aa  to  ^TeberKOMcason  fori^enoe. 

The  dahna,  on  oar  fmt,  relaw  id  two  elaaaea 
of  ivjvrio— the  impreanDcnt  of  our  eeaman,  and 
the  wJEvre  and  ei>itdemrMitioa  sf  o«r  msaela  en- 
aaged  hi  a  neuiral  trade.  Tlie  acta  thns  oom- 
plamed  of  as  injariea,  are  undetiiaUe  fiicis.  It  ia 
certain  that  Great  Britain  does  inpRu  our  citi- 
zens and  compel  tbem  to  senre  on  board  her  ships 
of  war;  and  that  she  does  also  seize  and  ccmdemn 
TeaseU  belonging  to  citizens  of  tbe  United  States, 
and  their  cargoes,  being  the  bonaJftU  ptopetiy  of 
American  citizens,  not  contraband  of  war,  and 
not  proceeding  to  places  besieged  or  blockaded, 
nnder  ihe  pretext  of  their  being  engaged  ia  lime 
of  war  in  a  trade  with  her  enemies,  which  w^ 
not  allowed  In  a  lime  of  peace. 

Against  these  injuries,  out  Exeeutire,  f  hroagh 
thn  proper  organ  of  iMgotiation,  has  offered  re- 
pealed Temonstreneea,  and  made  «  determined 
prtand  m  behalf  of  ^he  United  States.  Tbeee  are 
the  two  great  points  in  dispnie.  They  were  in 
ffeneral  terms  comiminicated  to  ns  in  the  Presi- 
oent's  Message  at  the  commencement  of  the  ses- 
sion, and  more  particnlarly  in  his  sobseqaent 
Message  of  the  17ih  of  January,  to  which  I  beg 
leaTc  to  recall  the  attention  of  the  Commiilee.  ft 
is  in  these  words: 

"In  my  MMasg«tobothHi)usesorCougTesi,Bt  the 
opening  of  their  present  seuion,  I  aobtnitled  to  their 
nttention,  unong  other  sntgeets,  the  oppresnon  of  our 
commercf  snd  naTjgmtian  by  the  hrcB^r  practices  of 
nnued  *ecids,  pnbtic  and  prfnte,  «Ad  by  dw  (ntreduc- 
tlon  of  new  pnndples  derogatory  of  the  ligbte  at  ma- 
train,  and  unkchnowlcdKed  by  the  nssige  of  natioAi. 
nie  memories  of  sevnal  boiies  of  mflrchsnts  af  the 
nntasd  StMM  are  not*  eonmuniosted,  •ad  will  dwal- 
mw  tlKse  phndplw  and  pndsca  which  are  prsdn- 
auif  tb*  moat  ntininia  tfecM  on  enr  bnfiil  MmiMiae 
■nd  navigalion. 

-  "ITbs  light  of  a  nenlral  to  cany  im  conimerdal  ia- 
tmoDiae  nftb  anry  put  of  tb«  dsmiuiou  of  a  b«t- 
ligwcnl,  pennitted  by  the  Iatr«  of  Ihe  coanlry,  (with 
the  eacaption  of  blockaded  ports  and  contratHuid  of 
war,)  oaa  beliered  to  hais  been  decided  between  Gieat 
Britain  and  the  United  States  by  the  csnteDTs  of  their 
CommisHoners  mutually  appointed  to  decide  on  that 
and  other  queationi  of  diflerence  between  tbe  two  na- 
tions, and  by  the  actual  payment  of  the  damages 
awardod  t^  them  against  Oreat  Britain  tn  the  infiMO- 


lioB  ef  that  rigbt.  When,  thereftn,  it  wa>pewMn4 
that  Iha  mme  frinoqile  was  tetind,  witholbaie  mam 
novel,  and  ettandiiig  the  injaiy,  iastnuttMU  v*«ae 
fiven  to  the  Miuialei .  Pleupotenliaiy  of  the  Unitad 
Stalai  at  tbe  Court  of  London,  and  lemonatsaBcee 
duly  made  by  him  on  the  autgeet,  as  will  appear  \g  lb» 
dociunBnts  tcanamitted  beiewith.  Theas  were  lbl> 
lowed  hy  a  partial  and  tenporaryaUBpenuMi  only,  with- 
out any  diuTOwal  of  the  principle.  He  has,  there- 
fore, been  instructed  to  urge  l&a  subject  anew,  ta 
bring  it  more  fully  to  the  bar  of  reaion  and  toinaUt  on 
rigbt*  too  eridcnt  and  loo  Important  to  be  lurrendervd. 
In  the  meantime  Ihi  evil  is  proceeding,  under  adjniS- 
cations  founded  on  the  principle  ivhicfa  ia  denied.  Vti> 
der  lhe«  drcumetimaea,  tha  anl^ect  pteaent*  itatCf  br 
die  oDnsdeiation  of  Cangraaa. 

" On  tbe  iinpniMiiiiiiil  of  oar  Mamen,  our  moh^ 
itranoaaliave  ne«erbeea  intemitled.  AbopaeMsanlt 
at  one  nniiMnt,  af  an  smangenant,  which  ni^thaaa 
been  aiAuiltad  to,  but  it  aooi  paMad  away,  aaid 
the  pcaetiee,  th«a^  lelaaed  at  Umea  ia  the  diaWM 
aaaa,  haa  been  constMilly  nusoed  in  Am*  of  aw 
oeigbAudtoodt  Tha  srauu«H>  on  which  dta  j««JaBi»- 
tiona  on  this  aubject  have  been  ufsd,  will  appeal  in  aq 
extract  from  insCructions  to  oui  Hiniater  at  LoBiloni 

The  iBatcoctioDa  h««  referred  lo,  tntereetiaf  ■• 
they  aie,  need  not  at  preaent  be  brought  into 
vieiw.  But,  to^ow  the  fmate  pointa  in  diapitie, 
you  will  pernit  me  to  read  the  swag raph  retpect- 
log  each  of  them,  from  tbe  omcial  and  suble  re- 
monMianac  presMed  by  Ut.  Monioe,  our  UJjuar 
ter  at  the  Court  of  London.  On  tbe  aobjeot  of 
our  «eiUfa)  tsade,  he  BtMee  t«  Lord  Muigivre,  the 
British  Secretary  of  Suw,  that 

"  The  *e«ela  ee«dasaned  wave  engaged  in  a  ce^ 
matat  b«a«een  the  Vnilad  States  wd  sane  >paai  ia 
Snmpa,  oi  belneaat  those  Bleles  and  Iha  West  Uia 
islanda,  bBlanging  to  an  eneiny-of  Great  BnlaiK. 


the  Etvepean  voyage  the  .cajip>  constated  of  Ibejpso- 
ductionsof  Aecolonies;  in  the  voyan  to  the  West 
Indies,  il  caiMiated  of  the  goods  of  ihe  Powi 


the  solonv  belonged,  and  lo  which  Ihe  ship  was 
lined.    The  «'  '  ' 

property  of  At 
landed,  and  the  duty  on  il  paid  In  the  tTniled  State*. 
It  was  decided  that  diese  voyegea  were  continnons, 
and  the  vesaeh  and  cargDea  were  condemned,  on  tbm 
principle  diat  dw  cctnmerce  was  [Megsl.  1  heg  to  r» 
ter  more  especially  in  tbis  atalemeiit  lo  Ae  caae  of  Oa 
Eaaei,  an  appeal  from  the  jndgvettt  «f  the  Vice-A*- 
uuial^  Ce«H  at  Maw  PnvUeiics,  in  whiA  Aa  Leeds 
OommiaaiBfien  of  ftppaal  lalaliliJisil  ttsadaottina." 

Here  is  the  new  principle  which  Great  Brttafn, 
through  the  organ  of  her  Admlntty  Cearta,  dt- 
reciM  by  tbe  Ministry,  has  interpolated  into  her 
law  of  nations,  and  which  Mr.  Monroe,  in  behvlf 
of  tbe  United  States,  agreeably  to  losmicliaDa 
from  the  Ezeeutire,  has  met  with  a  firm  and 
manty  remonrtraiMe.  Thia  is,  then,  the  point  on 
which  issue  is  joined  between  the  two  Oovera- 
menls.  The  qneeiion  relates  to  the  earria^  of 
cargoes,  which,  thoogh  of  foiviga  prodnctron,  ue 
hebonajide  property  of  American  citizen^  oa 
losrd  American  vessels.  It  has  no  retntioa  ta 
goods  belonging  (o  foreigners  shipped  in  Ameri- 
can  bolloms.  That  was  once  a  controverted  point, 
bnt  it  ia  M  prcaent  elitinly  eirt  of  the  qtiMiiMi. 


m 
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r.tbeUmUdSUlea, 
a  Poverftof  Euiope,mMle 
•flbria  10  inttoduoe,  by  aoarenlioDal  •iniDa»- 
DtMUii,  (be  doalnoa,  itwl  free  bIum  atuwU  make 
&ttgoadi — that  the  property  of  belltgereaU  night 
b«  carried  on  board  of  aeuiral  boIloHie,  fre«  from 
■eiiure  and  seaicb.  Orsat  BiitaiD  refued  to  ad- 
mil  the  pib«tple.  Bf  our  treaty  of  1794,  it  waa 
iolemaly  lenouncad  on  oar  pert,  and-  hat  Dever 
lioce  besD  reeumed.  It  vodM  qoi  dow  indeed  be 
■0  imporUDt  w  formerly,  foi  liken  the  capital  of 
oui  mercbants  was  not  luffioieal  to  aoabie  tbsm 
(enerally  to  be  owoen  of  the  cM^oes  carried  io 
ear  teeKls.  Our  mercantile  capital  not  being 
equal  to  onr  tannage,  it  ms  an  objeu  vitb  our 
abip-onnera  to  eariy  tne  ewgoe*  of  elbei  aationa, 
eapecialtf  of  beUiger«ita,<>n  iraiglit.  Tb«tlreiabl- 
iag  trade  has,  in  a  greatSMMUt«,«Mcd.  W« 
ftie  no  longer  mere  freiybtecs  for  loieiBnwat  bgt 
Itave  beoome  tbe  carnera  of  loNigB  ae  well  •• 
native  prodnoe,  on  our  own  «ai»tal,  and  Aw  our 
ftWB  accoQDi.  This  is  now  tbeganvalckaiMtar 
«f  out  earryin^  trade. 

Tbete  are  uutanoea,  no  dnobt,  ^tlwagb  contr 
pantively  few  ot  ibei%  of  tbc  carriags  of  prop- 
arty  belo&gioglo  ibfei^cra  in  AmeriMn  Yessels, 
u  freight.  Tb«re  m»  bo  cnsce  of  fraoduleM 
attenpis  to  corei  bettigKetnt  pMpnit^  »dai 
AmerMwa  waaij  wilb  %  view-  to  give  it  an  apr 
parent  neutral  characU*.  Bnk  e«M8  bnva  oe- 
■nrtaiL  There  alwnya  ban  boen,  and  an  long  a* 
kuman  nature  contiouM  depnved,  tbeM  alwcya 
wiU  be,  frauds  ooQoaitMd  in  ererjf  Um  of  bwl- 
M«a,KndBiaoDg,tverr  daaoriplioa of  iMik  Tbo 
eoreiing  of  pr^erty,  owned  bf  belligerMHBi  un- 
det  Amotieno  pn|Mf  ij  w  by  no  meane  oonftnad.  to 
article*  pndwed  in  MreisaMnairia*.  It  is  eqnBlr 
||i  an^ioabli^  a*d  probably  ••  ofie»  in  fact,  ap- 
nlied,  to  the  prodKctitna  of  the  United  ^tea^  It 
Isaa  practicaUa,  for  iostaaee,  and  the  teaaptatiM 
iaaa  strong  loconoeal  under  American namea  and 
faper^  a  cargo  of  Virgiaia  tobaaoo  oi  Pennsyl- 
Taaia  nour,  purchased  here  by  a  Freaoh  or  &pBB- 
kih,  or  Dotal)  rosrchane,  or  hi*  faclot,  as  ii  would 
be  to  glre  Boeb  ncuiral  anpearaace  to  a  caivo 
noasistiog  of  tbe  produce  of  nay  of  their  colo- 
nies, la  'either  case,  our  laws  gire  no  encour- 
agemoDt  or  protection.  We  are  not  oallad  npon 
toextendLibepcotaotiogarmof  Government, and 
if  we  were,  we  should  be  under  no  oUigation, 
and,  I  prestHiM,  sboidd  fed  no  indinaiion  to  in- 
terpDM.  No,  sir,  tho  penoai  commencing  aoch 
frauds,  in  conunon  wila  all  other  violniors  of  tb« 
Wws  of  natijaas,  are  left  to  suffer  the  consequen- 
Ms  of  thair  oonduct.  Their  properly  is  liable  lo 
fiHfeitwa  t  suoh  cases,  bowcTer,  are  not  within 
the  qaestion  pea  ding  bet  ween  the  Doited  States 
and  Qraat  Britain,  although  they  have  been  art- 
fully 01  igQoiaotly  ctmfowided  with  it,  to  the  pre- 
judioa  tS  the  clain  asicned  by  oar  QoTerameDl. 
That  claim,  as  Mr.  Uooroe  bas  correctly  stated 
it,  embraces  only  tbe  bonafide  property  of  Amer- 
IMD  ciiiwni>,«arrt«d  in  American  venels. 

The  adjudiaaiioas,  a*  repotted,  and  as  referred 
Id  by  Mr.  Monroe,  ai«  bottomed  on  tbe  principle 
thai,  although  the  pnvoRjr  in  AmuiuuH  ud 


tharefote  neutral,  y^,  as  it  was  psodueed  in  as 
enemy's  colony,  and  is  ptoceeding  lo  the  eoothet 
country  of  that  colooy,  or  vice  veraa,  either  di- 
rectly or  after  an  imporlatioa  into-  tbe  United 
State),  with  an  intantion  of  re-eiportatioo,  thfl 
trade  in  which  it  is  so  carried,  not  baviag  bees 
allowed  to  us  by  the  belli^eieni  in  time  of  penc% 
is  in  lime  of  war,  is  an  illicit  trade,  as  it  r^ 
specis  Qreai  Britaiaj  and  the  resacla  and  eargoea 
engaged  in  it.  therefore,  liable  (e  be  seised  tai 
condemned. 

la  some  cMes,  the  fact  assumed,  as  the  ffromfd 
(rf'eondemnatiaD,  that  the  trade  was  not  allowed 
and  enjoyed  in  time  of  paac^  ia  not  ttae.  It 
ona  bt' proved  from  aulhtDlic  doaumenta — iheoffi* 
cial  stateoieatB  from  out  Ttaaeury  Department— 
fbwided  en  the  eustoot-bonae  retuna,.  that,  with 
son*  of  those  aonntriea,  we  did  carry  on  an  iia* 
poitant  eaport  tiada,in  a  tima  of  peace,  before  tbie 
pHBQQiwar.  Intboseoaaet,ontQoTeinmenttbBr«> 
Ufa  may  deny  the  fact,  aa  well  as  the  priBctple  aa 
which  tbe  condemaadoaa  hare  been  fouoda^ 
For  the  correciMM  of  this  ob*arVatifia,e«Btlontm 
are  referiad  to  the  official  atatemaais  of  the  Sect 
Tsiary  ot  tbe  Treasntr. 

B«it  thatpriooiale  of  ikt  adindicattons  caanat 
be  admiuad.    Tb«  r«as«      "^      '  ' 
it  is,  that  sQcb  a  tmde,  ii 


adindKot 
alleged  ii 


support  off 
r,  altbongb 


nor  with  i^asas  beai^eil 
cial  to  the  beUigennit,  and  ii 
war.  Their  reasoning  goes  beyond  tbair  ruk, 
aii4jia,«««iaUy  appUuble  to  other  cases,  to  whio^ 
it  haonol  yet  be«l  ai^ed.  The  whole  trade  b»> 
iwean  a  belligarani  aatd  a  natural,  even  in  artiolaB 
pwdttcedia  ik*  ceantryof  lhelaltar,iabeMrfieial 
10  tbe  Carucr.  It  ndda  to  his  ability  to  proaeevla 
ibaw«;  andmay,  tbetefiita,CMtb«samaieMon, 
be  interdicted  by  an  opposite  belligerent-  Tha 
principle,  carried  thrown,  will  deny  us  tbe  tnns- 
partation,  not  maniH  of  the  prodnea  of  bdligm^ 
eni  ooanbies.  but  tn«  whole  of  ow  ezfmrta  nnd 
impoilstoand  boat  those  ootutrJea,  including  tht 
piodiMe  <^  OUI  own.  It  nime  a  moKal  blow  al 
oar  carrying  trade. 

We  hare  leaaon  to  believe  Ihstt  Qreat  Biilain 
is  a»ling  upon  a  tystamatic  oaUtulalion,  and  with 
a  design  to  eagcow  tbe  commerce  of  iba  world. 
She  calcolatta  upon  our  local  iniaresis,  our  paitjp 
divisions,  and  a  continned  oppmition  to  out  Qot- 
eanmeai,  to  disable  as  front  unilioirinany  effectual 
oaaoieraciion  of  her  meaMrcs.  Undcrsa  impies* 
■ion  thai  our  Sxecniire  will  not  be  eflectoaUf 
snpyorled  in  tbe  position  he  baa  assumed  agaiaal 
her  claiaw,  she  has  taken  this  firat  step  in  her  syar 
tela  to  ascertain,  by  the  cxp«riHient,  how  much 
we  will  bear,  and  how  fu  sbecansaMygo  inap* 
plyiag  her  new  prioei^e.  If  we  submit,  if  w« 
do  not  make  it  her  interest  lo  stop,  she  will  pra* 
ceed  in  her  eneroachmenle,as  enrely  and  aaatMdk- 
ly  at  tine  advances. 

The  gentleman  from  Qeorgia  >ay«,wc  had  bet- 
ter saCrtdoe  out  carrying  trade  iban  our  agrtcul- 
tnm.  Indeed,  he  thinks  It  aquestioa  whether  that 
trade  is  not,  npon  the  whole,  i^jarious  rather  than 
I  adyantageofu  to  ut,  in  a  aaliwal  view.    I  agrea 
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wiih  ibat  g«DileniaD  and  the  geatWmmo  from 
Virginia,  in  one  poiot — the  sujwrior  importanc* 
of  agriculture.  It  ia,  in  my  esiimaiion.  the  mo»t 
important.'  tbe  primarjr  iDt«r«Bt  of  Ibe  United 
Statea,  conaidered  in  relalion  eiihtr  to  the  num- 
bera  emplojred  in  it,  or  tbe  utility  and  neceuiitjr 
of  their  eiDptoym«Dt.  Thii  ia  irae  of  the  United 
States  AS  a  nation.  I  believe  it  ii  alxo  true  of 
«rer)r  particular  Slate.  I  am  sure  it  is  of  thai 
with  wbich  1  ana  beat  aequaioied — ray  own  na~ 
live  Siai&  It  ii  empbatically  ao  of  tba  diairiet 
which  I  baT«  the  hoaot  to  reprewot  on  the  fioor 
■of  thia  House;  for,  like  the  geudetnen  from  Vir- 
gbia  and  Oeorgia,  1  stand  here  as  the  repreienia- 
live  of  an  agricultural  district.  My  nonsiiiuenta, 
most  of  iheo),  are  proprielor*  abd  cultivators  of 
tbe  soil.  But,  sir,  I  am  confldeni  that  1  truly  rep- 
meot  ihem  in  declaring  the  opinion,  thai  agrtettl- 
tnre  and  commerea  are  insajparably  conoeeled  and 
mutually  dependent.  Thair  connexion  and  de- 
peodeDoa  grow  out  of  the  natural  siiuaiion  and 
oircu Distances  of  oar  country,  and  the  iramemo 
rial  mage  and  habits  of  oar  people.  The  Ood  of 
HeaTeo  has  here  joined  them  tugetherj  and  it 
would  be  not  less  iropiooa  than  impolitu  M  at- 
tempt to  disjoin  theni  and  set'  them  ia  hostile  ar- 
ray against  each  other.  There  is  no  cause  for 
auob  an  unastural  bostiliiy,  bai,  on  the  eonlrary, 
•rery  rational  moiive  for  reciprocal  assistaDce 
and  aupport.    Sir,  the  produce  of  onr  farms,  be- 

foad  our  otrn  eonrampiion.  most  perish  on  oaf 
ands,  or  rather  there  would  soon  be  no  such  sur- 
plus produce,  if  there  were  do  commerce  to  oar- 
2  it  to  foreign  markets,  aod  to  briog  os,  in  return, 
e  productions  of  other  countries,  which  we  want 
and  they  can  flpare.  This  is  tbe  very  end  of  com- 
nerce.  Such  a  commercial  eicban|;e  >multipliesi 
the  comforts  and  Increases  the  happiness  <rf  man- 
kind. 

The  average  aBanal  produeeof  the  United  Slates, 
beyond  what  we  consume  ourselves,  according  to 
the  Ute  Treasury  sialemeni  of  ourezporta,amoun[a 
in  value  10  about  fbriy  millioDs  of  dollars.  It  is 
carried  to  market  chiefly  by  our  oivn  citi2ens,aDd 
in  OUT  01*0  vessels,  not  a  tenth  part  of  ow  im- 

Krts  or  exports  beiog  now  shipp«d  in  foreign 
ttoRis.  By  the  enierpriie  of  our  merchants, 
these  natire  eiporis  are  carried  to  every  pari  of 
the  habiiabie  globe  thai  is  open  lo  our  iraae.  We 
thus  have  ihe  beoefll  of  a  choice  of  markeis,  which 
we  would  not  hare  were  our  commerce  man 
limited,  as  it  certainly  would  be,  if  it  were  in  the 
hands  of  foreigners  instead  of  our  own  enterpris- 
ing citizens.  Our  produce,  thus  esporwd,  is  laar- 
keied  wherever  the  greaiesi  demand  for  it  is  found. 
It  is  not  it  cannot  be,  generally  sold  for  specie. 
It  must  ne  exchaoged  for  the  productions  or  man- 
nfaclures  of  the  reBoective  connirtea  when  the 
aalee  are  effected.  If  they  were  limited  to  specie, 
or  even  to  such  articles  of  barter  as  mart  be  con- 
somed  in  the  United  Stales,  the  sales  would  ne- 
cessarily be  lesa  advantageoos,  and  the  market 
prices  of  our  own  produce  proporlionably  tower. 
The  commodities  received  in  exchange,  coosii- 
tntes  the  return  cargo.  When  it  arrives  hne,  it 
ia  as  lawfklly  and  boneuly  tbe  property  a€  the 


importing  tnerchant,  and  as  truly  the  object  of 
leMl  proieolioo  and  free  dinporal  as  if  he  had  bin- 
self  raised  it  out  of  ibe  soil,  or  purchased  it  frtm 
tbe  larmers.  Bat  the  demand  fur  home  coosutnp- 
lion'  may  be  already  suppKed  by  other  similar  in>- 
portaiioDs,  or  the  cargo  may  not  be  adapted  to 
our  market.  Ia  that  case  it  must  either  M  lost 
or  re-exported  to  a  foreign  market,  and  there  di*>' 
posed  of  for  cash,  or  in  exchange  for  other  ariidee 
of  commerce.  The  imporiailooi  Into  the  United 
Blaies,  as  elated  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasory, 
amount  to  seveniy-six  millioas  of  dollars  a  year, 
comparing  ibam  by  the  scale  on  which  the  ad 
valorem  duiiai  are  calculated,  that  is,  by  addinf 
from  ten  lo  twenty  per  cent  on  the  prime  ooat 
and  charges;  but,  reckoned  according  to  their 
cost  and  charges,  tb«lr  amoont  is  sixty-seven  mil- 
lioas. or  these  impon&  it  appears  Ibei  twenty- 
eight  million*  and  a  half  are  re-exported,  and  tM 
teiiidue  coaaumed  among  us.  Thia  re-exportation 
of  imported  articles  is  connected  wtih  the  sales 
of  our  native  exports,  and  indeed  grows  out  of 
them.  By  waj^f  remiiianoe,  it  is  also  cob neeied 
with  the  parcnsse  of,  aod  paymeol  for,  the  im- 
ports which  are  consumed  in  the  United  Staiea. 
It  is,  in  short,  an  essential  link  in  <he  chain  of  our 
commerce.  It  is  a  fair  and  valuable  part  of  oar 
carrvio^  trade,  and  not,  as  haa  been  represenfed, 
a  "faciitiuas  interest,"  a  "metaantila  rungns,"* 
"  fraudulent  speealatEon." 

Whaievn  may  be  the  suggestioBS  of  theory^  it 
is  too  late  to  think  seriously  of  introducing  tha 
Chinese  policy,  and  withdrawing  onr  citizena 
from  all  commercial  parsaire.  Tbe  Unitrd  8mI«» 
are  not  a  mere  "  land  animal,''  to  use  iha  figura- 
tive description  of  the  geotlenaa  from  Virginia, 
but  a  water  animal  also.  Oar  peopte,  fVom  tbeir 
Cf^nial  inhtiey,  have  always  been  a  mercantila 
aa  weU  as  an  agricnltoral  people.  If  comraerea 
was  noIorigioalTylheir  natural  employment,  habit 
has  given  it  the  foroe  of  secood  nature.  Befort 
our  lodepeodencej  tba  restrainls  imposed  on  tba 
trade  of  Ihe  colonies,  by  the  operation  of  the  Brit- 
ish navigation  «cL  formed  one  of  the  sourcea  of 
our  complsini,  j^od  one  of  the  causes  of  the  Rev^ 
olulioa.  The  cegulatioq  of  foreign  commerce,  not 
being  provided  for uuder  the  Aructes of  Coofedei^ 
alien,  was  one  of  the  principal  ofaleels  fur  which 
a  coDveniion  was  called,  and  ibe  Federal  Conati- 
lion  framed  and  adopted. 

Tbe  design  of  ibe  Constitnlion,  aa  expressed  ia 
the  preamtue,  was,  among  other  things,  "  to  pro- 
vide for  tbe  common  defence  and  promote  tha 
general  welfare;"  not  for  the  ezcluaise  benefit  »t 
either  farmers,  or  merchants,  or  mechanics,  or 
sailors,  or  any  oihgr  class  of  eitiiens  aioae  ;  bnt 
for  the  general  welfare  of  all  clasaei,  whether  at 
sea  or  on  laud  ;  not  for  the  defence  of  agriculture 
or  manufactures  ODly,ba(  for  the  common  defeoM 
of  all  our  narion^  ioieresia,  iocludiog  cummerca 
among  the  rest.  This  appears  to  me  to  be  tht 
fair  construction  of-the  CoostitoiioD. 

The  gentleman  from  Qeoigia  has  told  bb,  that 
[his  subject  bears  upon  local  interests;  that  it  ia 
itself  a  lo  al  queaiioa,  aod  is  to  ha  ao  conadcrcd 
and  decided:.    I  am  sensiUa  tbare  an  local  uttit- 
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Mta,  ■Dd  tfaef  MiBetitDcw  iafliKnee  our  <]ptib«n- 
|i«a*.  I  Wka  ae*«t  moie  senaible  of  their  exist- 
mee  or  their  influence,  thao  dn ring  the  present 
diacaioiao.  I  think  1  can  disoero  (heir  operaiioa 
OQ  that  (tBilenftn'sopiDioDiaDdarguineDlst  and 
he  may,  perhaps,  perceife  them  in. mJDei  for  it  ii 
Tail)  to  boast  ofeieaiplioii  from  such  prejudice!. 
Baljtir,  lei  lu  obey  the  i^unation  of  uie  Consii- 
taiion,  anil  ibe  dictate  .of  duty.  Let  us  endeavor 
to  fuard  agaiott  tkoM  kwaliiiet  aD(t.compeii(ioDa 
of  loteretl.  Lm  us  take  a  fair  view  of  iba  whole 
|»titid,  and  bettow  the  naiiooBl  protectioo  upoo 
•■ricuiiura  and  comainae  in  proporiion  to  their 
raBiire  degrcM  of  importance.  I  am  aware  that 
ihelauerisDolsuaceptibleof  thesBroe  perfect  de- 
feooe  as  the  former,  becauae  otw  ia  wiihia  our 
ewa  ezcloMTe  jurisdiclioa,  and  tha  other  is  on 
that  ekmeot  which  ia  the  common  jurisdiction  of 
all  natioac  It  ia,  nevettbeleat,  eoiiiied  to  a  tea- 
iOBaUe  proteetioD.  adapted  to  its  nature.  That 
portion  of  it  which  is  now  attacked,  is,  in  the  lan- 
guage of  the  Bvcutife,  "too  important 
lesdeif  d."  There  i>  na  need  of  a  aurreoder. .  fijr 
praper  r^alaiioDa  commerce  will  fuioish  the 
means  of  its  own  protection. 

The  saaoHd  ^rouBd  of  aonwlainl  against  Qreat 
Britain  is,  the  impreaameot  of  onr  aeam^o. 

Ia  addition  to  the  Prcaid en t'a  communication  on 
ibia  eubject,  which  I  have  taken  the  liberty  to 
nad,  1  might  here  introdooe  the  ooaclusiTe  argu- 
Aeiu  eontained  in  the  iruiruciions  fcom.  the  SeC' 
niarjr  of  State  lo  our  Miniaier  at  London.  But 
ilisuaiteoesMry,  as  that  iatereatiog  docmnest  it 
JD  the  hands  of  eTery  member.  Yet  I  cannot  for- 
bear sailing  yoo(  attention  to  one  paragraph  of 
hit.  Monroe's  remonstrance : 

"  On, tha  topic  ai  inajffasnMnt,  howeiwr,  the  motiTa 
is  ntors  nigenu  In  that  line  the  rights  of  the  United 
States  have  been  ao  long  trampled  under  fimt,  and  the 
fulinga  of  humani^  in  respect  to  the  aoOerera,  and 
the  honor  of  their  Government  eien  in  their  own  ports, 
■o  often  outraged,  that  the  astonished  world  maj  begin 
to  doabl  nbether  the  patience  with  which  these  inju- 
liea  have  been  borne,  ought  lo  be  attribnted  to  gener- 
oui  or  nnworthj  motJTes;  whether  die  United  Stales 
narit  the  nnk  to  whieh,  in  other  reapeeta,  thej  are 
joatlj  entitled,  amoug  independent  Powers,  or  ha*e 
aheadj,  in  the  very  mom  of  their  political  caireeT,  lost 
AetrenerfjandhacoBiedegcnerate.  Tha  United  8tat«* 
are  not  inaenaible  (hat  Aeir  conduct  has  aipaaad  them 
t»  sneh  snspiaonsj  though  they  well  know  (hat  Uiey 
have  not  deeeired  thMn.  Th^  are  awem,  ftona  the 
In  the  paiaosB,  the  maanera,  and,  abora  all, 
y  of  the  taogtiags,  which  ia  ootamon  to  the 
people  of  both  nations,  that  the  subject  is  a  difficult 
aae;  they  are  equally  atrare  to  Great  Britain  alao  it  i* 
a  Mieate  one,  and  they  have  been  willing,  in  seeking 
anarrangnnenl  of  this  important  inlereat,  to  give  a 
proofs  by  the  mode,  of  their  tery  lincera  desiia  to  chel- 
lab  the  rclalioua  of  ftiendabip  with  b«." 

In  tbia  lemonatmnce^  Mr.  Monroe  has  apoken 
Broionlf  the  taogaage  of  oar  Qofemmeot,  but 
aloo  the  seDlimeat*  of  everf  consideiate  true 
Amsriaan. 

That  eruel,  (hat  abamiDable  practice  of  im 
pKaameiU,  in  cooiempt  of  our  uniotermilted  te- 
BUnrttancca,  has  be«n  repeated  and  continued  and  1 


iacreaaed,  and  is  still  increasing.  There  is  tto 
prospect  even  of  relazaiion.  Impres.'^ments  are 
now  muliiplyio^;  fatier  than  ever  before.  They 
are  connected  with  our  other  cause  of  complaint, 
the  iDfringemenl  on  our  neutral  trade;  Tor,  when 
a  ve&selis  condemned,  or  detained  for  trial, it  fur- 
niiihes  an  opportunity  and  a  pretext  for  Impressing 
the  men  thus  thrown  out  of  employmeni.  Sail- 
ors ate  likewise  taken  out  of  any  of  our  vessels  in 
Europe,  and  the  West  Indies,  in  our  coasting 
trade,  and  at  the  veiy  mouths  of  our  barbort^ 
while  purstiing  their  lawful  busintMi  of  carrying 
to  market  the  lumber  and  fish  of  Mas.>achusetls, 
the  beef  aod  pork  of  Connecticut,  the  Sour  of  the 
Middle  Stales,  the  tobacco  of  Virginia,  the  rice 
aod  cotton  of  Carolina  and  Georgia,  and  othei 
exports  pf  the  United  States,  or  imports  from 
abroad.  The  number  of  these  unforttinate  aea- 
meo  has  gtisen  to  an  alarming  amouui.  Though 
we  have  not  yet  Received  an  official  siaiement, 
which  is  expected  from  the  Secretary  of  State, it 
ia  understood  thai  between  two  and  three  thou- 
sand names  have  been  returned  to  that  Depart- 
ment, Bccompaoied  with  proofs  of  ibeir  Americati 
ciiizeoshlpi  and  it  is  believed  that  the  list  is  ne- 
cessarily a  very  partial  one.  Many  poor  fellows, 
impressed,  perhaps,  when  no  American  witnesses 
were  present,  traufferred  from  ship  lo  ship,  or  re- 
moved  from  one  station  to  aooiher,  bare  probably 
not  yet  found  an  opportunity  of  making  any  com- 
munications to  their  friends,  and  through  ibem  to 
the  Department  of  State.  There  can  be  very 
little  doubt  ibat  there  are  a  sufficient  number  of 
our  seamen  in  the  British  Navy,  serving  under 
impressmenta,  to  man  at  leaat  five  ships-of-the- 
line.  They  are  not  only  withdrawn  ^om  oni 
service,  hut  made  the  insliumenis  of  aiding  one 
belligerent  nation  in  prosecuting  their  war  against 
ao  other. 

American  citizens  may  be  voluntarily  engaged 
in  British  employment,  by  land  and  sea,  and  Brit- 
ish subjects  may  be,  and  unquesliooably  are,  rol- 
uniarily  employed  on  board  our  vessels,  in  oui 
shops,  and  on  our  farms.  That  ia  a  kind  of  tnier- 
course  which  is  not  forbidden.  It  ia  common 
among  nations,  and  cannot  be  a  just  cause  of  of- 
"nee,  or  of  impressment,  by  way  of  retaliatioD. 
Qendemeo,  1  am  afraid,  have  imbibed  unrea- 
nable  prejudices  against  our  seamen.  Some  of 
em,  undoubtedly,  are  profligates  and  renesadoes. 
Such  characters  are  found  among  all  pro^aaions 
and  denominations.  But,  in  general,  our  sailors 
are  a  hardy,  honest,  brave,  generous,  though  im- 
provident race  of  men.  liany  of  them  are  young 
men,  from  respectable  families,  in  the  seaporia 
and  inland  towns.  Others  have  families  of  their 
own,  as  dependent  on  them  and  as  dear  to  ihetn, 
as  ours  are  to  us.  It  is  true,  they  are  not  gene- 
rally opulent.  Ifihey  were,  ihey  would  be  above 
the  necessity  of  venturing  on  the  stormy  elemeut 
for  alivelihood.  Ilisadmitted  that  they  are  poor; 
but,  ia  Iheir  poverty  a  sufficient  reason  for  putting 
them  out  of  the  national  guardianship?  Their 
occujiaiion  ia,  indeed,  a  humble,  a  hazardous  one; 
but  tt  is  as  lawful  and  as  honest  as  that  of  the 
farmer  in  his  field,  or  the  mechanic  in  his  shop. 
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Thejr  are  our  fetlov-cilizens,  tmi  hare  as  hir 
a  claim  for  public  proteclioo,  as  we  oarselTescan 
have. 

On  a  late  occBsiDii.  whea  two  or  Ibreefanndred 
of  them  fell  into  the  bands  of  the  THpcdfians,  the 
MDsibilitv  of  tbe  nation  was  toacbed  in  eyerv 
meTre.  AH  branchei  of  ihe  Qovernment  partook 
of  the  Datioual  spirit.  Extra  ezpcDses  were  im- 
mediately mcomd  on  their  account.  Tee,  sir; 
yon  laid  a  new  tax,  an  addiiitm  of  two-and-a-faatf 
per  cent,  to  the  impost,  on  alt  articles  charged 
with  ad  valorem  daties.  That  addiiionnl  tax  was 
eheerftilly  paid  by  onrfellow-citizena,  forthepnir- 
pose  (>f  teoeeming  their  bretbreo  from  captivity. 
Ad  extraoTdinary  oava]  armameol  waa  arat  to  the 
Hedi terra neao.  The  services  of  our  heroes,  by 
aea  and  by  land,  were  exerted ,  and  their  exertlona 
were  crowned  with  anccess.  The  captives  were 
nnioraed,  and  retnmed,  wilt  t —     '  ' ' 


sratii 


rejoiced  at  the  event.  Is  there  9aj  member  of 
this  Committee,  who  did  not  participate  in  the 
general  Joy?  Is  there  any  American  who  don 
not  feel  proud  of  this  spirited  interposilion  of  our 
Ciovernment?  Wbat,^ei  me  ask,  was  the  occa- 
sion? The  captivity  pf  three  hondred  of  omt 
■etmen.  And  shall  we,  then,  be  passire,  and  do 
nothine,  when  ten  times  that  number,  of  the  same 
class  of  OUT  fetlow-citizetis;  engaged  in  the  same 
occupation,  are  forced  into  a  worse  than  Afrit»n 
bondage  1  Sir,  1  hive  no  personal  knowledge  of 
any  of  these  aufferers^  or  ineir  connexions,  liTtng 
remote  from  the  usual  places  of  their  babiiatton 
and  resort.  Probably  most  of  ns,  from  onr  situa- 
tions in  life,  are  unconnected  and  unacquainted 
irith  them,  and  have  not,  therefore,  a  very  lively 
■ympathy  for  their  sufferings.  But,  to  bring  (heir 
case  bbme— let  every  one  suppose  he  had  smong 
them,  a  son,  a  brother,  a  friend,  or  a  neighbor, 
suddenly  seizedjWhile pursuing  bis  lawful  employ- 
ment, intenupted  in  his  plana  of  business,  ruined 
inhisaflairs— not  only  prevented  frtim  returning 
but  even  writing  to  his  friends — confined  in  a  float. 
ing  prison,  obliged  to  labor  without  hope  of  re* 
ward;  subjected  to  a  discipline  naturally  rigor- 
ous, and  rendered  more  intolerable  by  hia  feluct- 
KDCe  to  submit ;  Ireated,  perhaps,  with  daily  in- 
sult, liable  td  tbe  blows  apd  lashes  of  an  anfeeling 
boaiswaisi  and,  what  is  woraOj  if  possible,  eom- 

Selled  to  expose  his  limbs  and  his  lire  in  battle,  to 
ghtfor  hisoppressor,  against  nations  with  whom 
neither  he  nor  his  country  has  any  cause  of  war ; 
remembering,  in  his  intervals  of  relaxation,  re- 
membcrinc.  with  painful  contrast,  the  freedom  of 
his  native  land  and  tbe  endearments  and  deligbis 
«f  home,  still  hoping  lo  be  released  throu^  the 
interposition  of  out  Government;  but,  m  th* 
meantime,  enduring  all  the  anxiety  of  raipeOse. 
I  know  not  how  others  feel,  hut,  for  myself,  I  de- 
clare, were  1  reduced  to  the  sad  necessny  of 
making  a  choice,  1  shonld  prefer  a  Tripolitan  or 
an  Alg^ine  captiviiy,to  an  impresameni  on  board 
a  British  man-of-war.  9ir,  I  am  not  describing 
to  yon  an  imaginary  scene.  Thousands  of  such 
eases  actually  exist.    Tliia  a  «  seriotu  fact,  of 
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which  the  world  are  daw  wimeoMs^  In  A*f«M 
of  the  naiioB,  it  is  ofictally  mode  known  to  wk, 
and,  with  the  ot^r  subject  ot  nctiooal  oomplMVt, 
submitted  to  our  ooBsidaraiioa.  W« 
eyes  against  them.  We  saBitat 
my  longer  be  i^ooraat  of  them.  We  canaot,  in- 
deed, avoid  acting  on  (bev  i  for,  in  tfce  existi^ 
circumstances,  even  t«  do  nothing,  wttald  b«  ac^ 
mg.  It  would  be  virtually  sorreadering  thoN 
rights  whicb^«  Prend«Bt  i*  tMiithig  on  aa  *'  to* 
evident  and  too  imporUDI  M  be  ■orreodemd.'*  b 
would  be  deserting  him,  on  the  nMioaal  gmaai 
which  he  tma  taken,  and  on  which  haosgbttob* 
ported  by  thenationand  the  8t«te»,  and  everr 
ale  citizen.  It  is  a  eornmoaemae.  Not  orif 
honOr,  but  mir  iaieresi  is  eaKstially  «>ncei»< 
ed.  With  Qreai  Briiaia,ioo,  rt  isaqaesiioB  «( 
interest.  She  has  occasion  for  our  sailors,  to  man 
her  fleets  and  flgbt  ber  tettles.  She  wnnta  ooi 
neutral  properly  for  the  ifeable  porpoaeef  depriv- 
ing her  enemies  of  itte  benefits  of  c(mmeroe,u<f 
at  the  same  time.  s«pplyin«  hotielf  wiith  tbe  measa 
of  prosecuting  the  war.  She  will,  therefore,  pf»- 
eeed,  until  we«onvincelier  it  la  for  hn  imuiaai 
to  desist. 

It  was  not  my  intnntioB,  llt^  Ghairmnn,  in  ad- 
dressing you  at  thii  time,  io  exMriae  tbe  nwriM 
of  the  proposition  immediately  befbiv  ibe  Con* 
mittee,  or  any  other  parlienlai  meeanre  prspoaad 
on  the  sabject,  but  simply  to  lake  a  view  ftf  tta 
nature  and  ntent  of  our  differences  with  Qnm 
Britain,  and  oar  obMgatton  lo  give  the  ElKeniHlv« 
some  efficient  ci>-opemtion.  The  PrcaMiiit  im 
perforrafng  bis  doty  of  negbtiativn,  and  fbr  a^ 
Kiithful  perfermaece  of  fc,  be  ia  rMponiiblcto  tin 
nation.  In  the  meatttime,  be  bns  left  it  with  Aa 
Representatives  of  the  Stales,  nad  «(  tbe  peejde, 
to  determine  what  legnlative  measnres,  if  an^, 
shall  be  adopted,  in  mq  of  his  exertions,  and  m 
support  of  our  neutral  rights.  On  Congress,  then, 
on  each  House,  on  evory  individual  membet,  ao 
far  as  tbe  inBueoce  of  one  vole  extends,  now 
rests  tbe  aotemn  respo^ibilUy  ofthia  determin*- 

Tbe  CoKmUiea  now  iom^  and  bad  leava  tn  lit 
again. 

Monday,  March  10. 

T<bnCoBuniltes«f  Claims  made  an  unftiTwa:- 

Ue  M^t  «B  «ke  aeiitka  of  U»  i*|iHs«ia(iv«  el 

Onran  BeMUoanUa,  wkid)  waa  nfacred  t»  ft 

Commima  ef  the  whole  Haiiae  on  TboMdar. 

IMPORTATIONS  FBOM  GREAT  BBITAIIT. 

The  HouBerMtrfveJ  iuelf  iManOoDHttM^f 
the  whofe  HoDse  On  lt»  Male  of  Ike  Unlcn,  tm 
Mr.  OHEoa'e  resolmion. 

Mr.  Clabk. — A  sense  of  daty,  prerailina  over 
.personal  inclination,  oompeb  ne.  Mn  CknTrmtn, 
to  offer  tffew  remark*  on  theaaoject  under  can- 


of  tlie-  taaolaiia*  an  '•oniaiMd  ifaa  iwnee  WliCa 
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D  BOdie  dpgree  from  thit 
panued  by  ihoM  who  have  upoken  ra  oppmiiion 
Rythe  ivacluiion.  1  shall  not  atlempl  to  draw 
Hif  marked  diacpimtBatliM  benrecn  the  vary f up 
iDteivMs  of  the  eotmtry,  or  iDTtdioon  dMIiactioDS 
bMween  the  agrieultoral  nod  eommercial  interests. 
I  -ihink  t%ey  «re  eo  MBmtialljr  BttH«d,  ihnc'  oac 
WDDOt  fUl  to  the  groBBd  withoat  lUrablhig  the 
«lfa«r  tre«dloiig  into  rDina.  I  shall  conaider  ltae<al>- 
jaet  retalivefr  to  ii«  geBeiBl  policf,  end  irt»«ber, 
oa  the  prmeJplM  of  thai  gneral  potter  m  eoBdi' 
tmnal  eotapiet,  W  ha*  beeo  coDlended  by  fttitfe- 
■e^  we  are  bijmi  to  adopt  the  resolation.  If  I 
abafBMMced  in  eotirraeiog  «  eiog]^  geailcmao 
BOW  in  faTor  of  the  Testdntioa.  that  yn  are  not 
bsnnd  by  the  OoDsift«i«n,  e«d  'tb«  ft  villbe  in- 
poHtic  to  adopt  it,  I  shall  eoniider  this  amovgM 
me  happiest  evetila  of  my  lift. 

The  ^eatobje«t9  of  ourfedeml  engngemeM^  hi 
fMnniii;  the  compaet  under  'Which  we  new  lire, 
were  to  eanblisfa  jastiee,  JBsnredemetftie  mnqaif- 
Ntf,  iDd  proride  tor  tbe  comnran  defenea  and 

Cral  weHife  of  aecieiyi  Under  Ais  CoDStitv- 
B«it]«iwa  etlt  flpon  at,  andei  the  preteii  of 
promoting  the  fenetM  welftre,  to  adopt  a  reE«lD- 
tioB'Wbreh  mmifeadr  piei  to  ihe  prmnotioii  Af  a 
mfnor  Itftemt.  Thn  compact,  iii  proridiiiK  for 
Ae  (reneral  wrifhre,  nrQsi  meatt  that  at  th«w«a(e, 
•TM  imr  rate,  of  the  larger  portion  of  ihe  eom- 
Bvmty;  tt  wai  trarer  designed  t«  prtHnoie«m- 
tordmnte  iMerest  at  the  saerifice  ef  the  geneml 
Mosperitf .  Are  we  then  bound  by  the  OmrttiiK 
Honal  eompcet  la  adopt  this  molutjent  I  think 
net.  Thsa  ntteh  as  to  the  conMhntitnulity  of 
the  ijueetioa. 

I  tnuBt  eoDsidn'  Ais  resolation  u  s  war  meB»- 
we,  and  riewing  the  pdicy  and  present  sittiatJoB 
ofOivat  Brilairi,  agaiBSt  Whieh  it  is  poivted,  I 
k*Te  no  hesitation  to  say,  that  in  mv  opinion,  it 
wiH  prodaee  iaiiantaneoas  war.  A  maritime 
1^,  for  saeb  m  one  she  wilt  wage,  will  not  add 
«w  item  to  her  present  expenses;  netiker  will  it 
anburmiB  hermeaanrea  on  ihe^oftiineatl  It  can 
bare  no  socfa  effect.  Bkt  has  eight  hundivd  ships 
OB  ibe  ocean,  fiusbed  wfrh  victory  and  conqoest, 
mi  a  pKrt  of  her  nary  in  at  this  moment  trimnpb* 
amiy  MiKng  almoai  in  si^ht  of  your  ghoret,  Kady 
at  any  mmoent  to  seice,  should  that  coarse  appear 
(Spedient  to  her,  all  otir  vesaeli  nartgating  the 
ocean.  It  cannot  affect  her  coDtineaial  ftpera- 
Ibai.  The  war  she  will  wage,  will  be  altogtther 
UMritime.  Her  nary  caanot  be  essential  againn 
her  coorinental  enemies  in  Earope.  Already 
bare  their  fleets  been  annihilated.  The  rietories 
off  Trafhlgar  and  in  Ihe  West  loities,  harv  c)«sred 
the  ocean  of  almost  erery  sail,  and  there  remar* 
BO  employment  for  her  nary  but  to  depredi 


with  Great  Britain  and  the  genius  of  the  firsi 
Minister,  who  soppose  sll  the  power  in  tbeJr 
lands  will  not  be  made  use  of.  Oenllemea  tell 
JOB  thia  is  trot  bontemplated  u  a  permaneBi  tya- 


taa  ofcommereiaj  artMgemeitt,  bota  tamporaiy 
expedient,  which  by.  its  preasure  is  to  bring  oai 
rival  to  a  sense  of  duly,  and  make  her  do  n  jn>- 
tice.  But  [his  lemporarr  measure  will  hare  on 
Britain  all  the  effect  of  war.  Declare  war  to- 
morrow, and  it  oan  <nily  affeot  her  trade.  CaB 
yoa  believe  that  she  will,  with  all  ber  advantages, 
remain  quiet?  it  is  not  her  cfaaraetev;  abewili 
not  do  it.  1  shoold  think  eontamptaonsly  of  hai 
if  sbe  shmild.  Will  she  saffN  yon  to  take  vrar 
measures  and  not  relaliatel  WiU  she  be  mora 
alraid  of  you  with  yow  four  thounad  ttoopt,  dia* 
persed  over  ihe  wkole  wcBCem  co«Dtry,  km  yncr 
thifteeti  armed  renels  rotting  ia  the  Kaslera 
Bmneli,  than  of  that  Power  wfaaae  oon^MriDr 
arm  has  extended  ibe  limits  of  faia  away  beyons 
former  comparisoB.  and  whose amMiion  isboiMidcA 
only  by  tbefaabftaUe  wtwldl  ' 

What  was  the  oondnct  of  4mt  Oerannsant 
abont  the  year  1601,  when  an  armed  nantiaiity 
was  formed  by  a  coalition  of  the  N^rtbaro  Po^^ 
era?  This  measure  was  companlirely  paaJSc; 
but  did  not  the  gallant  Nelson  enfnoe  an  aha»- 
doument  of  ifats  measare  With  cannon  at  Copon- 
bagen?  Willriie  not  do  aotoyon?  It  isfaet  in- 
terest, and  will  she  not  be  goveived  by  ill  Sba 
has  DO  other  rvie  of  action.  Are  we  not  ibak 
correct  in  considering  this  a  war  meaaare  t  Aad 
ought  not  gentlemen  lovbandoD  the  vrin  ittwioB 
they  have  conceived  T  It  is  howeve*  said,  A«( 
she  will  not  be  willing  to  increase  the  ntiiBberof 
her  enemies.  But  is  she  not  well  amrized,  from 
thegeninof  the  American  peof^,  taat  nothing 
is  more  desired  fay  them  than  peaoa )  a&d  ifeaN  Ihs 
moment  she  does  yon  jnatiee,  yoa  will  be  baDB4 
to-seize  it;  aad  that  the  may,  tfaerefore, calculat* 
on  making  peace  whes  she  pkasesf  WiU  tin 
not,  tfceteme,  ase  all  her  |mwer  to  bvJi^  aa  fint 
ro  wnns,  and  then  if  she  lail,  eowe  to  tnms  her- 
self whenever  sh^  pleases  f 

So  m  neh  with  regard  ro  Ibis  as  a  war  wtawna- 
for  the  irresistiUe  oonclusioa  in  my  miad  i^  tiiBt 
it  will  prodnee  war.  Bnt  mippOM  it  shonld  ant 
produce  war;  wilt  ft  not  produee  eoBimitiencet 
equally  fhlall  Will  it  not  destroy  your  wwi- 
merce?  Oin  exports  wiH  not  be  psnhased,  m 
At  merchants  will  not  fit  ddi  their  vessds  vniew 
ihey  can  gel  a  maikel  for  theid.  For  this  what 
are  we  to  gainl  The  caTTymg  trade.  1  beg 
leave  here  to  make  some  remarks  on  the  posttioli 
of  the  genileman  from  Massac hBsetto,  and  to  ez^ 
amine  the  principle  assomed  fay  the  Brliisb  Oo^ 
eroment,  by  which  it  will  be  seen  that  (he  wbnk 
carrying  trade  is  not  affected  by  it.  What  ie  th» 
erouDd  which  the  prize  conrts  of  Britain  uritef 
That  a  neutral  has  no  right  to  deliver  a  betligv 
ent  from  the  pressure  of  his  enemy's  hostititiee,  by 
trading  with  his  colonies  in  time  of  war  in  a  way 
not  anthoriKed  in  time  of  peaoe.  This  prinoipW) 
so  far  as  it  relates  to  onr  OeveiBment,  is  aot  so- 
unfair  ai  gentlemen  seem  to  imagine.  Let  us  ap- 
ply it  to  Briiain  and  France.  As  (o  Great  Brit- 
ain she  is  contending  for  her  liberiiea  aad  het 
very  existence,  and  although  I  shall  not  oonteB4 
that  a  nation  at  war  bas  not  the  right  to  r^alate 
bei  ctmimarce  whh  neittral  neighhon  in  any  waf 
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allowed  bf  the  law  of  natiooi,  yet  the  •Demy  has 
eeriainly  the  right  to  prereot  tvetj  means  of  re- 
ief ;  to  produce,  if  possible,  oppression  aod  po¥- 
«ri]r,  in  order  lo  piocure  peace.  Can  you  expeci 
that  Great  Britaia  will  permit  you  to  supply 
Ftanoeaod  Holland  with  commerce,  and  ontucb 
terms  as  eitables  them  to  go  tbe  cheapest  into  the 
market  and  convert  all.  their  merchant  ships  iato 
srined  Teasels  to  privateer  upon  her  trade?  Aod 
while  France  is  so  relaxed  in  her  aysiem,  bare 
we  ft  rieht  (o  expect  any  iodulgeDce  from  Great 
Britain!  War,  we  know,  always  brings  some 
erils  to  a  neutral  coaalry.  Caa  we  therefore  so 
saalerially  blapie  Great  Biiuin  1  ~  Then,  as  to  the 
«Dineqoences  of  this  trade.  It  certainly  does  not 
bring  more  than  8170,000  into  our  Treasury^  while 
it  draw*  from  the  purchase  of  our  domesitc  pro- 
ductions a  Urge  part  of  the  capital  thai  would  be 
otlMrwise  demoted  to  it  When  I  say  ^{TOfiQO,  I 
meao  to  apply  the  remark  particularly  to  that 
trade  which  has  been  the  object  of  suppression  by 
the  prize  courts.  Cor  I  agree  that  the  Teveoue  aris- 
ing from  the  whole  carrying  trade  is  stated  to 
■OHHiBt  to  S900,000,  but  no  man  will  say  that  the 
daiin  arising  from  this  species  of  trade  is  under 
wtimated.  Is  the  whole  ralue  of  this  trade  so 
important  as  to  justify  a  sacrifice  of  all  onr  inter- 
•su?  f  will  ask  gentlemen  whether  it  is  correct 
or  proper  that  the  great  interests  of  the  country 
ahonlcl  be  giren  up  lo  a  trade  only  continued  in 
time  of  war,  and  in  which  but  a  few  men  are  iif 
terasiedl  Let  it  not  be  here  understood  that  I 
am  the  enemy  of  commerce.  No,  I^m  its  friend. 
Without  it  agrioullure  would  be  oottung,  aod 
tliera  would  be  no  market  for  the  sale  of  our  sur- 
plus produce.  We  must  have  trade,  but  let  it  be 
OB  pnociplea  of  permanency,  and  not  on  such  as 
MDWge  from  a  state  of  war.  Great  Britaia  has 
■erer  affected  onr  direct  trade,  and  my  Tote  shall 
be  always  ready  to  protect  it.  I  agree  that  a  oir- 
eaitoas  trade  ia  beneficial  to  the  conntry,  just  as 
nooey  brought  into  it  is  beneficial.  But  let  us 
lake  the  subject  up  on  calculaiion—I  thiuk  it  a 
fair  aabjecl  of  calcuIation,a  question  of  profit  and 
losa^and  see  whether  it  oaght  on  that  ground  to 
b*  protected.  If  it  is  found  that  the  jja^  in  not 
worth  the  candle,  gentlemen  will  certamly  not 
wish  its  preserration.  Is  it  right  to  protect,  at  tbe 
hazard  of  every  sacrifice,  this  trade  of  so  precari- 
ous a  profit,  and  which  cannot  continue  longer 
than  the  period  of  war?  Our  exports  lo  Great 
Britaia  and  her  dependencies  amount,  upon  an 
arerage  of  three  years,  to. 820,653,000;  of  this 
amount,  the  two  articles  of  cotton  and  tobacco, 
Ae  eiclusire  produce  of  the  Slates  south  of  ibe 
Potomac,  constitute  more  than  one-half.  This 
will  be  entirely  lost,  or  at  lean  the  most  consider- 
able part,  for  1  have  no  expectation  of  finding  a 
markiet  for  anyihiog  like  Ibis  amount  ii>  any  other 
oountry.  Cut  up  at  one  stroke,  under  the  pre- 
tenne  of  temporary  expediency,  tbe  cultiTation  of 
these  two  artieles,  aod  you  prostrate  the  eipecia- 
tien,  independence,  and  industry  of  thousands: 
ttwQ  will  be  applied  to  your  own  industrious  and 
virtuous. citizen^  what  tbe  morer  of  the  resotu- 
■ion  auppoeed  would  be  to  the  ounulafituten  of 


country,  under  the  delusira 
expeclation  of  injuring  our  adversaries.  Another 
and  very  current  view  mav  be  taken  of  ibis  snb- 
ject;  it  13  acknowledged  that  there  are  compara- 
tively but  few  persons  immediately  interested  in 
this  trade,  and  although  to  ibem  a  lucntiive  one, 
yet  it  must  end  upon  tbe  cessation  of  hostilitiea 
in  Europe.  It  most  be  unjuM  that  tbe  great  in- 
terest of  the  agrieulturisi  should  be  saorificed  to 
this  trade,  or  even  pledged  for  its  protection  and 
security.  I  never  will  agree  that  one  cktsar  pro- 
fession of  people  shall  uoderwrite  and  insure  ths 
success  of  another  class,  and  this  too  without  any 
premium.  This  is  pteciaely  tbe  case  in  this  ia- 
stance ;  the  trader  gains  all  under  )he  protecting 
arm  of  the  fanner,  and  tbe  loss  falls  on  tbe  farmer, 
if  it  should  be  attended  with  any. 

Let  us  view  this  subject  in  another  light  It  ia 
contended  that  if  British  iiMBufacturea  are  pro- 
hibited, that  our  commence  will  still  go  on ;  that 
our  merchants  will  find  other  markets,  and  that 
the  seourity  of  the  revenue  will  not  be  afiected. 
But  I  b^  eenilemea  seiiously  to  consider  the  sit- 
uation of  Europe.  I  do  believe  thai  our  demand* 
cannot  be  supplied  but  from  GreRl  Britain ;  they 
cannot  be  supplied  elsewhere — because,  from  the 
year  1786,  ihe  British  manufactures  introduced 
teto  this  country  have  regularly  increased  t  nob- 
withstanding  in  France  labor  is  cheapu  than  in 
Great  Britain.  Not  because  an  Bn^Lsh  coat  waa 
twtier  than  a  French  one.  The  fact  is,  the  Freach 
manufactures  caiinoi  be  got  on  tbe  same  reasona- 
ble term*  as  the  English.  What  has  been  the 
eSeoi  on  the  price  of  Liverpool  cotton*  sinea 
France  has  menaced  the  invasion  of  England? 
They  have  increased  in  price,  because  her  mann- 
faciurers  have  been  taken  from  their  shop*  and 
converted  into  soldiers.  What  is  the  situation  of 
Europel  Convulsed  lo  her  centre,  will  Germanr 
afford  us  the  articles  we  waoti  Do  we  not  knew 
that  her  manufactures  hare  always  been  limited 
and  eonfined  to  particular  articles'?  Where  then 
is  a  supply  to  be  had  7  Where  is  a  reiurn  to  be 
got  for  our  domestic  productions,  without  which 
our  loss  will  be  incalculable?  What  will  ita 
effect  be  on  our  Treasury?  We  know  that  the 
British  manufactures  yield  about  five  millions  of 
revenue,  which  ^o  to  the  regular  reduction  of  the 
public  debt,  which  to  this  degree  mail  be  aw 
pended  if  they  are  prohibited.  Will  gentlemen 
say,  because  I  hold  this  language,  that  I  am  Iha 
apologist  of  British  measures?  No.  Were  I  te 
give  way  to  my  feelings  on  this  subject,  instead 
of  being  governed  by  my  judgment,  there  is  no 
length  to  which  I  would  not  go.  My  colleague  hju 
told  us  that  Great  Britain  is  fi^uog  our  battle* 
and  those  of  the  world.  I  believe  so.  But  not 
from  any  good  will  to  Us  or  the  world;  in  fighting 
their  own  battles,  they  fight  ours.  Let  us  theo 
suffer  them  to  go  on,  not  out  of  affection  to  theic 
Government,  which  is  lyraooical,  and  which,  if 
it  had  the  power,  would  lord  it  over  this  country 
as  it  did  when  we  were  colonies;  not  from  attach- 
ment to  tbe  English  Qo  vera  me  nt  or  its  measures, 
but  from  a  regud  to  onr  own  counuy,  lo  which 
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vwonld  berntvatn.  ITtfaeartielMVre 
want  can  be  got  Irani  toy  e/Aer  eouBiry,  lei  na 
obtain  ifawn  from  it ;  but  do  not  kt  us  carrr  onr 
enmitr  ao  for  lo  Britain  ai  to  tma  ounelres. 

Bat  we  are  lotd  that  this  is  only  one  caoM  or 
flomnlaiDt  agaiosi  the  Briiiah  GuTeromeBt;  that 
angtber  eaaae  orwmplaint  a  ib«  imprenroeat  of 
•w  MiineB.  It  is  ■  oansr,  a  most  Krious  eaaae, 
(tf  comptainl.  Ob  this  sabjeei  I  bava  more  Ted- 
inc  than  on  the  other.  I  cammiaercie  ibedeptoi^ 
«M«  atlualio*  of  tfaoae  men  aaJ  tbdr  frieoda,  and 
wish  moat  ardenti)'  it  Was  in  mj  power  to  reliere 
them  from  iL  Bol  there  is  tome  apologf  aven 
kere  to  be  made  for  the  British  OoTerament.  The 
infaabitaDtB  of  the  two  DatioBs  are  so  like  each 
Mhn,  aod  so  nearly  the  same  in  their  laDstiB^e 
nd  habiti,  (bat  it  ii  extremely  dMBealt  to  distio- 
gdish  one  from  tbe other:  and  1  will  a»k  rou  if 
we  have  nor  more  inbjeert  of  Cheat  Britain  m  oot 
acrviee  than  they  have  American  eiiizeos  in 
tbeinl  ]>t  tn  also  recollrct  their  principle — 
«Bcen  anbjeet.  always  a  sahjeet.  When,  there- 
fbre,  we  give  their  Bobiecla  the  prirjleges  of  a  ciii- 
nn,  by  Dataralwin^  them,  is  it  not  a  eoaDtemc- 
tion  of  British  policy,  and  is  it  not  some  apology 
lor  their  condnct  in  pressing'  this  description  of 
man?  I  rtcoUect  of  no  instaeoe  of  ih^ir  refn«iag 
yarsoM  allowed  by  ihem  to  be  American  ciirzens. 
whose  oiftim  was  fnlly  substantiated.  Let  me 
uain  repeat  it,  that  in  a  state  of  war,  neutral 
FoweramnstaBSeraoineinjary;  wtieo  all  nature 
is  in  eonfitct,  we  cannot  eipecl  to  escape  injury. 
I  do  not  thenfore  think  this  ground  of  complaint 
■  cause  «f  war,  for  where  is  the  difi«r«nee  between 
fotoiUy  takioi;  away  the  citizens  of  our  country, 
aod  aBticsflg  Ibttse  of  another  by  the  allureinent 
of  saperior  adraatage?  B»ery  society  bas  the 
i^ht,  and  exeroisea  that  right,  to  ordain  munici- 
pal regidaciona  for  its  goTernment^  and  ererf 
■amber  of  the  society  Is  bonnd  by  them.  By  the 
immemorial  usage  of  England,  no  subject  is  al- 
lowed the  rt^t  of  expatriation,  and  they  hotd  the 
]wTilog«  of  imprMtJDg  their  sailors  wbererer  they 
may  be  fonod  m  time  of  war.  and  claim  their  al- 
Iqiance,  wbatever  may  ha  their  eoodftioD.  We 
•W[bt  urt  to  stdnce  them.  I  do  not  mean  thiaas 
a  fnatiAcaiioD,  but  it  is  antkrabtedly  a  mitigation 
It  (heaftoot  Baiwbat  is  prepomd?  To  go  to 
war  in  order  to  obtain  the  release  of  a  ftweaptive 
diiieDB  that  have  been  lak«D  on  the  traler ;  let 
them  get  onl  of  the  way  by  tnrniDg  enhirators  of 
you  waste  land,  in  which  they  eao  acqaire  «  *ir- 
tnoua  and  bonorable  competency.  But,  sir,  what 
will  be  Iba  sympathy  of  me  gentlemen  who  shed 
**an  of  srief  orer  your  impressed  seamea,  when 
tbey  «b^  Tiew  the  scenes  of  derastaiion  pro- 
daeed  by  war;  all  yoar  seaport  towns  in  ashes; 
I^o^e  of  every  aga  and  condition  moumlDg  over 
J«"  raised  maiisionB  and  fallen  fortnnes  i  eooo- 
t^K*  riTagfld  by  n  merciless  foe,  or  millions  of 
T*ur  citizens  slain  in  fighting  yonr  battles ;  wit) 
ToDr  aarrying  merchants  then  atep  forth  and  fight 
m  yon  t  No,  indeed,  they  will  not,  they  are  too 
Pneiom  to  be  made  food  for  gobpowder ;  they 
]^ll  net  be  shot  ai  all  day  for  aeTeaieen  cents; 
••ywiUall  dia^pcw.    "tbA  nU  u,  mlnnnt , 
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,  ,    otmii^. 

leech  you  then,  Mr.  Chairmao.  to  aaard  against 
that  fbtal  infatuattoa  which  hath  aestroyftl  tbo 


Mr.  EppBa. — After  the  discussion  which  has 
alieady  tajten  place  on  this  subject,  I  shall  not 
consider  myseli  authorized  to  occupy  mnchof  the 
lime  of  tbe  House.  As,  howerer,  I  haTeonsome 
occasjoas  veatured  lo  express  my  opinions  on  this 
floor,  I  cannot  reconcile  to  my  feelings  a  silent 
Tole  on  a  question  inierealing  lo  the  pMifde  of  tbe 
United  States  generally,  and  partieuLorly  so.  to 
that  portion  of  onnnlry  which  I  in  part  rafn- 
aeiM. 

Whatever  dif&rence  of  opinion  may  prevail 
within  these  walla  as  to  the  course  which  ought 
to  be  adopted  towards  a  nation  which  under.  Iha 
pretence  of  right  has  commenced  a  system  of 
wnrfare  and  pulage  on  onr  oommeree,  1  hope  for 
the  honwt  and  interest  of  our  country  we  shall 
Saally  uoite  in  something.  If  in  a  free  country 
there  is  any  principle  wliich  ought  universally  to 
be  admitted,  to  enforce  which  reasoning  or  dem- 
onstration t^oold  be  neces  ary,  it  is,  that  every 
class  of  citiaeos  is  equally  «ntitled  to  proiaetioa. 
To  sectrre  lo  man  his  personal  righis,  and  iha 
fruit*  of  bis  honest  industry,  are  the  two  most 
important  obgeots  of  a  free  Oovernmenl.  The 
GoverBment  nnwilling  (o  use  for  that  security 
the  means  of  which  it  is  poesesaed,  doss  not  de- 
serve ihe  support  of  freemen.  Our  Constitution 
makes  no  discriniinaiioQ  beiweendifierenl  classes 
of  citizens,  nor  can  we  in  onr  legidaiive  capaci- 
ly.  Tbe  eilizen  whoae  capital  is  vested  in  a  ship 
has  ao  equal  right  to  proiection  in  uting  for  hia 
benefit  and  happiness  that  ship,  wiih  the  cultiva- 
tor of  the  soil  in  Using  his  plough.  To  arrest  by 
violence  bis  ship,  and  conoeeate  his  properly,  la 
loihe  menthant  the  same  injory  asit  would  be  to 
the  farmer  to  arrest  his  plough  and  destroy  bis 
crop.  In  each  eaaa  the  citizen  must  look  to  tha 
community  for  the  removal  of  every  obsinioiiaa 
tbrowa  by  violence  in  the  way  of^  that  perfect 
freedom  in  the  use  of  bis  properly  which  uonsti- 
MUes  it*  ralve.  It  is  tma,  and  no  man  will  deny 
tbe  eoireetneas  of  tbe  principle,  ibu  every  natimi 
ha*  a  right  to  abaitdon  any  pttflienlai  eommero* 
iniarions  to  its  intereat*  or  danceroiu  to  its  safely. 
This  is  the  oataral  right  of  aH  naUona,  and  par- 
lisalavly  of  firee  countries,  where  the  genofal 
weltkre  of  the  aommonity  ia  the  aspreme  bw. 
While,  however,  a  corametoe  remains  lawful,  tha 
eiiiien  embarks  io  ii  with  the  sama  light  U  — 


that  fnodameotal  prindple  io-iree  governmeotc 
that  proieolioa  on  tha  part  of  tbe  Government  ia 
the  basis  of  support  on  the  part  of  tha  citizen. 
If  we  are  unaMe  or  unwilling  to  intarpose  in  ba- 
half  of  onr  aitizeDs,  when  their  personal  right*  ' 
have  boen  invaded— their  property  captured  and 
eondemned  under  principles  unknown  to  the  law 
'  -   -'  '-  up  ihe  farce  of  pretend- 
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BftRs  add  Or«mt  Brtttio  is  too  wrtl  known  fm 
Bie  t»dweH  on  ihis  niTt  of  tbe  sabjeot.  Ii  baa 
fcecD  slated  od  this  no«f  bf  n  ^ntleiiMn  ftom 
MusBchusetts,  in  terms  clear,  forcible,  and  nao- 
If.  Tbe  imprewmcnt  and  deieotioaof  oiu  ma- 
men  is  an  injury  wbicb  hu  j«*tl)^  exeit«d  tk*  ia- 
4ifa«lt(»  of  ibe  peopk  of  Amnrioa  Ibr  tba  laal 
tea  years.  ETer;^  auempt  to  arrest  by  oegaiiB' 
tioB  this  serious  injuiT'  bas  failsA,  aad  eaeb  ycai 
wttls  wir  Tielims  Co  tbe  roH  of  ifM|neHed  ses- 
Men.  Tbe  recent  capmreaof  Amriaan  pvopanjr 
M  the  amouat  oi  six  nittiavi  of  dollars,  ander 
doeirlnes  aew  and  manifettty  unjsst^  is  a  serioas 
injury  to  the  indlriduals  and  to  the  community. 
Aad  ahboogh  I  bara  no  donbt,  «r  has  been  elo- 
^foeittiy  stated  oa  this  floor,  that  AmericaD  mer- 
flbanU  have  ia  some  iastaness  disgraoed  that 
a^faewt  by  coT«riDf  the  pfupRiy  of  tba  ene- 
mies of  Great  Briiahi  I  am  eqvally  oertain  (bat 
theinjur^dbflete  froAoftfe AiaarieaamefohaBts, 
trading  fairly  An  American  capitaLare  stiffioiest- 
ly  nnineroaB  to  justify  and  demand  th»  interpoaf- 
tion  of  this  Governinent^ 

While,  however,  t  have  Do  dovbt  as  la  tbe 
rifbl  of  tbe  citizen  on  dw  one  band  to  daraaDd 
proteetioB,  and  of  the  duty  of  the  Oorcnment 
on  the  other  to  eiiend  it  lo  bin,  I  am  wiHing  ' 
acknowledgfe  atl  the  dffi«ultica' of  ouf- present 
■ItuaiioD.  I  cnsider  it  no  dJMTMs  to  ibis  iafaat 
ilatioa  to  say  we  are  not  able  to  meet 
tMtva  a  naiioi»~a  mateh  on  riiat  element  for  aU 
liie  worM  combined.  I  hope  the  perknl 
arrive  whea  the  substance  of  ttie  cilteen  here 
shall  b»  sqaandered  oo  a  nary  compe^at 


>  fear  Iotbmob, 
Is  oH 


abouBdiHg  with  Txrodoetions  raJuaUe  to  the  di^ 
fcrent  nations  of  Bnrape  wilh 
commercial  relarioa»~^f  we  ar«  not  able 


de  to 
with  whom  w«  hsM 


an  tbe  ocean  Qreat  BHtain  or  an^'otJieT  Bnrch 
peao  Power-,  we  oan  say  va  ibem  all^  respeei  in 
your  iniereeuf se  whh  us  t^pttnoiples  of  josljcet 
or  we  hold  do  inlerconrse  witb  yoa;  if  you  will 
lot  traffic  with  as  ob  prineiplH  that  are  bir,  tM 
will  neither  reeelre  your  raanuAcTOieB,  norsead 
to  yon  our  prodaclions.  We  are  nowforths  fltat 
time  about  to  test  this  priitelpls  so  iapartaot  to  a 
nation  jealous  of  fleets  aad  armies.  01  the  vari- 
Otn  measures  of  tbe  kind  which'  may  be  RAOned 
10— hi^  dlsctiminaiiivr  duiie^-a  proMbiiioB  of 
eertain  enumerated  articles,  a  gtoeial  probiMiaaa, 
and  ss^a  dernier  tesert  a  snspmsioD  m  all'  iotcE- 
course,  are  tbe  renedJea  wirhia  our  reaofa.  It  is 
a  mere  qaeslioft  of  conrenienee  «ad  «xp«dieaey 
to  which  tof  these  #e  shatl  retoH.  I  sfaoaM  pre- 
ftr  for  myself,  as  a  first  etep,  tbeiBihieBt.  uis 
Sot,  in  my  opioion,  the  interested  ibis  nation  to 
.  dissolreat  a  nhgte  Mow'its  oommereial  maoei~ 
ton  wilfa  Great  Briuia.  The  eommerce,  if  car- 
ried on,  on  priocifdn  that  are  lair,  is  mntaally 
adraniageons  to  tke  two  countries.  In  Chtat 
Britain  we  Bnd  the  best  market  for  our  most  ral- 
uableprodactioas,  and  with  iM  she  finds  the  best 
piarlcel  for  her  manufactures.  To  profaibi*,  at  a 
■ingle Uow,  imports  Id  tKe  amonotof  Airty^f  re 


mtfliMM  af  d»lUtv,  hawcTor  injunoas  it  sight  htt 
va  tbe  mannfaeiuran  vX  Oreat  Britain,  wtxridi 
oHtainly  be  a  aeriMs  fojasy  M  our  own  oitkaaik 
I  canaM  hut  hope  that  a  sillier  msasars  witl 
eawe  tbe  Brittdb  Oorenuoeat  to  le^Mct  our 
r%t>ts  and  panaea  course  manifestly  diinated  \if 
a  regard  lo  its  own  interest.  If,  bowsser,  3remfc 
Briiaia  is  so  lest  to  bar  •wa  iai^resi  as  to  peraa- 
vere  in  a  system  of  iajnstice  ealeulatal  to  dcfaivs 
bar  of  tb«  best  market  fior  her  manulacMKn— « 
market  dailv  iacreastng,  with  the  ioarMstDg  pa^ 
ulaiiBB  of  idis  in&nl  oouatry — ksl  ns'on  oar  past 
pracead  wilfa  thai  «aiilieB'an4>niodeniaeB,  whiali 
sUl  evince  tbal  tlt«  oourae  we  ais.desermiBad 
to  pursue  is  funadad  M.  prioeipk,  and  wiU  aaraD 
b«  abaadoned  uaiil  our  wnengs.  va  redmae^  i 
am  willinf  lo  adopB  for  tba  peeaeU  a  ptabibiiiaa 
•f  enumersMd  trlieles;  if  UM  sball  nil,  to  pass 
hereafier  a  total  prokibitian,  aad  AoaHv,  to  piN 
fartk  OHt  whole  strength,  and  say,  we  bold  bo  Sm- 
ture  iftteroouTsc  with  you;  bat  iimmAit  fotws 
all  oommereial  telMions  witls  a  Batii»i  whseb 
takes  for  its  iuivi«a*l  law  the  base  principle  of 
neaessity,  and  makes  ilsetf  the  eulasive  judge  ai 
that  necessity. 
As,  howerer,  it  will  not  be  ia  ovder  la  argue 

ropoaitiani  not  immediate! jr  under  coaaaderauaa, 
sball  coaSne  uvy  obscrva lions  to  the  leaelmiaa 
of  (tM  gentlenaan  from  Fewasylramat  1  am  wiU- 
tagto  cMnider  this  resoUition,  as  its  fttenda  pro- 
fess it  to  ke,  a  coHmercial  i^ulaiioB,  aaA  n»t  a 
war  measare.  .Indeed,  I  stwuld  aoi  afpeebeod 
war  wil^  Great  Britain,  ereo  if  it  was  antatid. 
li  ifl  not  ber  ialtBest  la  add  to  (he  miiabet  M  bar 
eaewe^  anyd  her  veasela^  nunaroua  as  tbnr  *», 
will,  fiai  suffieiaat  ocoupaiioa  in  gaaading  bar 
own  ehanncl,  and  psoieeiiag  her  own  cafataL  t 
oti^eot  to  t^  measMO)  because  1  bakevo  ihM  it 
will  be  so  enremely  injorioas  to  the  Unimd  Sutaa 
in  its  epeMuae  thai  it  ou^  not  lo  be  resoisad  ■« 
until  milder  tamedie*  hare  fatledt    in  the  m> 

. !_       _         _.ake  oo  it,  I  shall  oonflne  naysetf 

lo  its  probable  opeiatioa  en  the  revenue  of  tba 
(Tailed.  Staios,  and  oo  thai  (4as*  of  oitkeos .  fix 
wbose.  pioUotMo  it  is  psioaipnUy.desipaedi 

Pcom  the  report  of  the  Seerauty  flfiba  Trea*- 
ary,  at  prcseot  on  our  table*  il^  appanra  that  tfaa 
imparls  lu  ihi»  country  fros  Great  Britain  ami 
its  dapendaaeks  amomt  to  thinyHBTa  miUi^ 
nine  buB4ra4  and  seventv  ihousanit  dnUnra.  Wa 
iloriv»i>asiiu>osl»oa'  lus  «oiBDinrae  a  n«t  tev^ 
enue  of  five  mUlioos  few  hundred  aad  tbirtytarv 
ifaoaaaod  dolkrs.  The  mhala  net  wteiBia  oCsJsa 
United  8(at«%  derived  from  oar,  coiiHMtaomdr 
all  other  parts  of  the  world,  acaooniii  to  sin  o^t! 
lions  anc  huadted  nod  eighteen  ibooaanddollanL 
This- feaolutieo, goes  to  probibttn commerce  fiomi 
which  «e  deiire  almost  ono-half  of  our  net  sev- 
ennc.  Tluearryioglrade  wliiehthis  nMasusein 
Intended  w  proieot,  yield*  a  lerenite  of  eight  htin<- 
Aied  and  finy  ihousand  dollcni  so  that  fiv  tba 
pnWeoiion  of  eight  hafideed  and  fifty  ihonanwi 
doUars,  we  ptu  at  hazard  a  net  reroouo  of  Are 
millions  four  hundred  and  ihirly-(wo  Ihniinnail 
1  wall  know  that  nalional  honor  cannot 
loUun  and  oeMa,    Thorn  inn* 
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saD  iriio  feeU  more  foralbl^  tban  1  do  tbe  ear* 
NCiBesa  of  [his  principle,  or  will  be  more  readf 
on  all  oeeasioDB  to  BCKDowlrdge  it.  Q«nllcfae», 
bowerer,  ouebl  to  rsmembtr  that  their  reOtedf  ix 
afDMiWeof  dollara  and  csDU.  ThcyprefHsii 
to  be  DothiDg  mopathan  a  aomiaereial  regiilatioo. 
la  war,  miuiMM  muct  be  •ecrificOil  to  protecl 
ihetMaiidB;  in  ooamereial  ragulatioM  the  risk 
SB^t  to  be  in  aome  d^^rae  propoftioned  to  the 
objeeL  A  iMtioD,  ddiberai«]r  tormiDg  a  eoGi> 
■•reial  icgulatioDi  bf  whiok  it  riiki  mllliotiB  to 
|»oKet  ihoMadB,  maQirean  noie  zeal  thui  wif- 
dora;  DOtbiDg  short  ctf  absdaie  TKceasitf ,  and  a 
fkilttM  of  everjp  oiber  t«m«d;,  9Ugbt  lo  induce  m 
ia  oorpreeeal  BinaiioD  to  nsk  eur  rtTenoc.  W< 
bare  Mpealed  tha  whole  ayatem  of  internal  tacet. 
Wa  have  Mt  ont  wiilt  |«oftHiarr»  of  eeomitnT, 
md  a  dcunniaaiiaa  baiMBilv  to  meet  our  pubtlo 
debt.  Thi*  reiwluiioD,  if  adopted,  may  came  k 
defiatency  id  our  reremie  of  five  milKoDs  of  dot- 
Ifers.  ThepcnnanenireTeiiDeof theUniledSiaier. 
esclusiTe  of  the  Mediierntnaan  Aind,  whioh  I 
bopa  loon  to  we  aboliahed,  aaiODiMi  to  elerea 
■HlliOBa  Qve  hnndicd  tbouraod  dollar*;  the  per- 
iiMi)«Dt  expeaie  of  the  OovernmcDl  asiotiKia  to 
e)a?<aa  mUlioaa  of  dollan;  eight  milliooB  of  dot 
lina  af^troprtated  lo  tbe  paymeat  of  the  debt,  and 
ifaiee  BiillioD*  to  the  expeneea  of  the  OoTerii' 
■MDt,  ineladjng  the  Naral  aad  Uilitary  Osub- 
Habment.  No  pan  of  the  eight  millioei  can 
vnr  be  divaned  fi>oi&  ita  ebject^  without  abaa- 
doitiDg  the  priaciplei  which  brought  ua  into  ihia 
Qorcrntneut,  aad  as  thne  ia  ao  probability  ^ 
our  expanaaa  baiitg  leaaened,  the  thtec  iBilliona 
may  be  cooaideratl  equally  perraaoeni,  at  tha 
wheels  of  OoveromeM  mnal  stop.  From  elvrao 
iniUiOBi  five  hnsdred  thAusanddoUars,theamooiil 
of  eor  prasant  rerenve,  take  five  millioiM  fow 
kmtdraJ  and  thirty-iwtt  tboa^»ld  dullars,  derived 
Ami  impoaia  fron  Great  Bfiiato  and  ita  dCfead- 
avHea,  and  thne  renaias  aiz  milKoQaend  sixty' 
«(|'bt'tbonaaaddalIar>,wbieli  talla  abort  of  alevni 
millions  of  dollars,  the  permaOeaiexpeiua  of  thn 
ChuRmmeai,  five  iDilliana  uoe  bnndnd  and 
tUrty-iniie  thowand  two  buo4»ed  dcJiMa.  SbkU 
1^  inonr  ibis  riak,  antil  oAm  nMMurea  Jesa  injn- 
tlsua  in  tbeir  Dpcrstioveg  ovfadrea  sbsll  bftva 
fiulvdl  Oendenett  havetotduavf  subsiitnteBfot 
Britiab  n»niriaclnrea, and  that  noftoat  loas  will 
be«nitaiiied  Id  oar  tevflvue.  One  seartleman  has 
etl)vatedlll«lawatamiltioBof  ddlaia;  saethaa 
at  two  miUioua,  and  the  aama  gentleman  has  for- 
Mahad  ua  with  abnndnnt  information  u  to  tbe 
plaeea  bota  whence  we  may  procure  a  aubili' 
nte  ibi  British  aManiBiitBfea.  Ob  this  aabieal 
evetytbiug  moat  be  mere  eoajecture.  Iiia^iaar 
poanble  for  any  hnmao  being  to  say  wiiat  will  ha 
tbeeffett  of  tbis  measure  oa  our  revenue.  No 
MiMn.o»B  My  what  will  be  the  uiouian  of  Ett- 
fope  sii  monihi  hence,  and  particularly  of  Ger- 
BBDygfrocD  whence  we  ate  to  derive  a  part  of 
oar  Bui^liea.  I  wish  not  to  mk  the  avbslaMe 
for  tbe  shadow.  I  caimot  eoaaent  to  trust  the 
re«en«e  of  the  United  Btatea  lospecnlaiive  opin- 
ioBs,  which  may  be  true  ot  false:  The  ^He- 
aaa  fimn  PaaniylTania  who  intiodaaei  ibia  los- 


olutitm,  tallced  of  a  nibitiiute  for  British  maou- 
faclur^s  in  home-spun;  be  wished  to  see  the  peo- 
ple of  this  countrjr  dad  in  artieles  msnufaetnred 
in  their  owti  families.  There  ia  no  man  who 
views  with  more  pleasure  than  i  do  that  apeeiM 
of  independeace  to  which  thia  kind  of  industry 
gives  birth.  I  wish  not,  howaver,  to  wear  hofia»- 
tfpun  at  the  ex|>eB»e  of  a  Federal  laa  ^)on  my 
land.  I  know  what  a  Fadetal  land  tax  is,  b»> 
caaae  1  have  paid  it,  and  I  renembBr  it,  beoauie 
it  was  the.  only  oppressive  tax  I  ever  did  pay.  li 
this  tneasute  sbajf  not  produce  its  effect  on  thB 
British  Qoverument,  and  its  operation  on  an 
revenue  be  as  injaitoiisas  there  is  just  cause  to 
fear  it  will  be,  either  wu  must  repwl  ouc  owa 
law.  Of  adhere  to  a  nteaanra  manifeeily  iojgriow 
Ut  Ibe  United  Statea,  and  Uy  a  dirMt  tar,  or  wa 
must  divert  from  iu  objeet  the  annual  apfwopria^ 
tion  for  the  payment  of  our  debt.  Never  with 
my  vote  shall  the  food  apjuropriBted  to  the  fiay- 
DMnt  of  the  debt  ba  diverted  from  its  ohNd  utf 
til  the  last  dollar  shall  be  discharged.  Other  geiH 
tlemen,  I  presume,  would  ba  as  Tittle  disposed  as 
myself  to  resort  to  a  diraot  tax. 

The  risk  of  revenue  however  ia  not  tbe  onir  ob* 
jectioo  I  have  to  this  i>aeoluti<Mi.  A  total  proliittt- 
tioB  of  British  tnanufticturee  will  be  extremely  io- 
jufioos  toootowBeitiaeus.  It.poiadownatoBae 
the  occupation  and  employment  of  tbe  taerehant 
o£  snail  capitaL  In  many  parts  of  our  couotty, 
and  particularly  to  tb<  south  of  this  place,  oom 
mevce  is  carried  on  priBcipally  on  cMdit.  Thu 
credit  ia  geaerallv  in  Qrest  Brttuo.  Take  ftway 
idit  and  loe  commerce  is  gone.  It  wiQ 
seriously  affecttoo  the  iaiporting  merchant  ^lama 
capital,  whose  funds  are  in  west  Britain.  Ta 
withdraw  hiaaBpilal,  establish  new  oonespoDdeBl), 
and  ««e  <o  entue  &«w  diteetitm  to  hia  ecsaoKVGa, 
would  reqoin  time,  trouble,  and  expeasq,  and  if 
sure  at  least  one  year's  loss  in,  tha  proGta  of  Ua 
profesaioB.  It  would  operate  least  injuriously  ob 
Ut«  uKrohaut  whtwe  fuads  weie  large,  and  ia  this 
oauAliy.  With  his  money  he  might  seek  a  aub* 
alitute  for  British  inaniifacturas  in  other  maikeU) 
if  indeed  a  snbstitule  «aa  be  found.  Littl«  ot  m 
injury  would  be  done  to  maichaBto  of  this  Anmf- 
tion.  wbilfriuin  and  baakruptey  would  be  th«  Utfl 
*'  those  defffived,  by  «  gf  aenl  nrubibitioD,  of  a 


'  ia  theforcigncanyiagtiade,aDdof  iLoaa 
aly  importers.  The  w^ole  foniga  ewt- 
e  of  Virginia  auoanta  tp  three  bundrod 
,  JiouaaiMl  dollar*.  But  a  somU  pocti«) 
of  tbe  meretuuiita  there  of  coarse  are  interested  ia 
the  foreign  carrying  trade.  To  all  the  impOftlBg 
merahauistbrougboat  the  United  States, theadep- 
uf  this  measure  would  be  s  serious  evil.  Sujv 
posing  one  third  of  ihe  whole  number  of  the  nut- 
chants  of  the  United  Stales  iBierestad  in  the  foreiso 

ying  trade — sad  this  would  be  s  large  oaicata- 

L — by  ihe  adoption  of  this  measure  we  Kasti&c^ 

convenieitce  and  interest  of  two  thirds  even 

of  thia  clus  of  our  citizens.    Upon  the  whole,  1 

have  no  doubt,  but  that  the  adoption  of  this  [eM>< 

Itttion  would  be  •  serious  injury  to  alarge  majoi- 


671 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRBSa 


672 


H.  or  R. 


Nm-impoHalMHof  Qooda  JrmnQnat.Briiain. 


Maxch.  180((. 


iiy  ol  the  mercliBDis  of  the  United  Slatn,  although 
deii^ed  for  their  praiectioa. 

What  would  b«  the  effect  on  the  planter' 
woald  cause  an  irnmedjaie  adraoce  on  all  the  ar- 
ticles of  first  oeceuiiy,  parlicolarly  coarse  wool- 
lens, which  could  not  immediaieljr  be  maaafaC' 
taredathome.  Itistfue  ihatdarjog  the  Rero- 
lotfooary  war,  a  aDtnuilaie  was  loade.  We  were 
driven  to  it  by  Bceessiii,  and  abandoned  it  as  soon 
as  that  aecenity  e^aseo.  While,  for  all  ihearti- 
riesof  fir»t  necessity,  a  great  additional  price  must 
be  paid  by  the  farmer  or  planter,  the  raloe  of  every 
article  of  his  labor  maat  dloiiniBh;  his  produce  be 
•old  at  a  reduced  price  or  lefl  to  rot  on  his  hands, 
from  the  inability  of  ibe  mercbant  to  purchase. 
This  will  be  the  effect  on  the  planter,  sapposiog 
Great  Britain  will  take  no  conierrailing  measure. 
If  however  she  is  disposed  to  carry  her  principle 
to  its  full  extent,  she  can  dispense  for  a  limited 
time  with  your  exports,  except  the  provision  and 
lumber  necessary  for  the  Wesi  Indies,  witfa  as  lit- 
tle inconvenience  as  you  can  with  her  manofac- 
tnres.  Of  tohsoco  she  has  always  two  crops  on 
hand,  or  cotton  she  hag  probably  enough  to  car- 
ry her  through  the  present  war.  A  prohibition 
of  these  two  ariicles  only  would  be  ruinous  to  the 
nerchants  and  planters  of  the  Southern  country, 
On  occasions  of  great  national  necessity  such  sac- 
TJIlces  must  he  met  with  firmnens.  The  citizen 
who  shares  the  blessings  of  piosperity,  must  submit 
to  saerifiees  demanded  bv  the  interest  and  honor 
of  his  cODntry.  While,  however,  this  is  the  duty 
of  the  citizen,  it  is  equally  the  duty  of  the  Govern- 
ment not  to  require  such  sacrifices  until  milder 
measures  have  failed.  Let  us  test  the  principle 
how  far  coramereial  regulations  may  be  relied  on. 
The  moluiion  of  the  gentleman  from  Maryland 
is  well  calculated  fbr  Ibis  purpose.  We  know  thai 
it  will  affect  our  rereoae  to  an  extent  we  can  per- 
manenily' bear.  It  will  be  less  Injurtoufl  to  our 
merohantB.asinvolvinga  smaller  part  of  iheircapi- 
tat,  and  allowing  time  to  give  a  new  direction  to 
their  commerce.  It  will  enable  us  hereafter  to 
decide  with  more  certainty  oo  the  effect  of  mea- 
sures of  this  kind  on  ourselves,  and  how  far  they 
may  be  relied  ODftsao«ogiae  to  operate  on  Great 
Britain.  On  this  subject,  however,  my  observa- 
tions shall  be  suspended  until  that  resotuUon  shall 
be  under  consideration. 

Mr.  NicBOLsoH  said,  he  had  been  detirons  for 
aome  days  to  offer  to  the  Committee  his  opini«iis 
on  the  subject  now  under  eonside ration ;  but  as 
other  gcmtemen  had  manifeited  *  similar  diapo- 
Mlion,  he  had  j;ielded  the  floor  to  ibem.  It  waa 
now  bis  lotenlioo  to  offer  neb  remsilts  as  ap- 
peared to  him  pertinent. 

The  resolution  of  the  ^utleman  from  Pennsyl- 
vania, (Mr.  Greoo,)  in  his  opinion,  was  objection- 
able in  all  its  parts.  There  was  no  point  of  light 
in  which  he  could  view  it,  in  which  objections 
did  not  present  themselves.  He  reed  and  com- 
mented on  the  preamble;  the  style  of  which  bn 
aai't  he  did  not  litre,  because,  instead  of  a  spirit  of 
amity  and  conciliation,  it  breathed  little  less  than 
defiance.  While  we  profess  to  speak  the  lao- 
tfnge  of  peac^  m  declwe  to  Gtut  Biitain,  that 


unless  she  will  meet  us  at  that  peeiaa  poiBl, 
which  we  I  hi  ok  proper  to  mark,  we  wiUj  m  the 
words  of  the  gentleman  from  PeaosylvMiia,  «tab 
her  in  the  vit^s.  Whilo  we  declare  that  we  ap- 
proach her  as  friends,  yet  our  style  is  that  of  as 
enemy.  The  olive  branch  thai  is  held  out  ecu- 
ceals  «  dagger  in  its  boughs.  This  threatening 
manner  he  said  was  not  calculated  to  pteaerve 
peace  in  private  life,  and  how  could  it  be  expected 
toaucoeed  between  nations  1  Did  geuiiemen  im- 
agine that  Great  Btittin,  even  sUKounded  as  she 
was  by  her  enemies,  was  yei  so  t^meaa  to  euboui 
to  ihreaUl  Was  the  character  of  her  first  Mior 
later  so  little  known,  as  to  induce  a  belief  that  he 
would  tremble  at  the  rod  held  over  himi  No,  sir, 
they  are  not  sonk  so  low;  and  if  we  really  wish 
for  an  amicable  adjustment  of  our  differences,  we 
ought  to  proceed  as  friends  aad  not  a*  eneKties. 
A  mere  coramereial  regulation,  hesaid,  might  not, 
perhaps,  produce  war;  it  was  the  threat  beld  out 
in  the  preamble,  aiid  the  boiiility  manifested  oa 
the  floor  of  the  House  of  Repmentaiivei,  that 
were  ealculated  to  wound  th^  national  pride  of 
Britaia,  and,  therefore,  to  excite  enmity  between 
the  two  countries.  Whet  does  the  preamble  myl 
We  have  marked  a  point  from  which  we  willnot 
recede,  and  to  which  we  demand  that  you  shall 
come ;  if  you  do  not,  we  strike  at  your  most  e» 
seniial  inieresls;  io  the  languase  of  the  geaUe- 
man  from  PeuBaylvania,  we  wiu  stab  you  in  yoor 
vitals.  la  this  (he  way  to  conciliate?  Js  tliia 
your  method  of  opening  a  negotiation?  Believe 
me,  sir,  iaatead  of  presenting  uie  olive  branch,  we 
cany  a  ficebtand  that  wiH  kindle  a  ilame  which 
we  may  find  it  difficult  to  eitinguisb.  Great 
Biitain  will  feel  all  tbia— ahe  will  at  once  ask,  is 
it  fair,  it  it  manly,  is  it  hononUde  to  tkraatea 
me  now,  when  I  am  oootending  for  all  that  it 
dear  to  mel  Will  you  iaauU  me  in  my  distraq^ 
while  you  sustain  ntjr  ttesay  oa  oae  haiul, 
with  the  other  endeavour  to  unnerve  tlie  arm 
which  you  acknowledge  is  raised  in  dcfeace  of 


If  the  subaeqoent  parts  of  ibe  reeolatioo  were 
unolrjectienabie,  the  preamble  iiatlf  would  de- 
termine me  against  cbe  wbolc.  To  preaem 
peace,  let  us  proceed  M  ou  object  In  a  peaceaUe 
manner.  If.  indeed,  .geoUemoi  are  for  war,  tboa 
ther  are  right  in  advocktiag  thi*  iiMasiire. 

From  the  eoarae  of  ihc  dehaie,  Mr.  N.  mid, 
one  who  bad  not  attended  to  the  pointa  in  di^ota 
(which  he  feared  waaieo  HHieh  the  caoe  with  the 
great  body  of  the  people)  w«nld  really  imagina 
ina  t  alltha  oonmevee  of  the  eomlry  wu  at  atake  i 
that  Great  Britain  bad  asanmed  a  ptlDeipl«  by 
which  the  whole  of  out  trade  iroald  be  iavoWad 
in  ruin.  Comaoerce  and  agrioaluie  bad  bean 
called  the  han4inaid8  of  eaeb  otbef,  and  high 
eulogies  bad  ben  nKHuwDGed  open  the  iotitBate 
eonnezioa  eubaiatJDg  between  them.  No  om 
wasM  Uied  or  so  stapid  as  to  deny  that,  nndac 
the  peculiar  cirOtimsu  noes  of  this  connlry.  enaa- 
meree  and  agricultnre  n •' • — ' " 


of  each  other;  but  did  gentlemen  imagine  that 
the  people  were  to  blind  or  ao  atupid  an  to  ba- 
Ucra  that  iba  «        - 
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wiih  agriealture,  was  the  subject  of  dispute  with 
Or«at  Britain?  Did  ifaejr  suppose  [bsi  the;  could 
cast  a  veil  over  tbe  real  poJDis  of  difierence,  as  lo 
produce  bd  impression  of  this  liindl  If  such  was 
ibB  hope,  he  itusied  it  would  be  defeated.  No 
mau  would  pretend  lo  asserl  that  Oreai  Britain 
bad  denied  our  right  to  carry  the  products  of  oar 
owo  soil  10  foreign  markets,  and  to  bring  home 
in  retort)  such  articles  as  were  adapted  to  the 
Mcecsiiy,  the  conTenience,  or  the  taste  of  our  own 
people.  She  did  not  interfere  with  the  carriage 
of  our  corn,  wheat,  tobacco,  cotton,  provisions,  or 
lumber,  to  those  claees  where  we  could  meet  the 
mdiest  sale  for  tnem;  aod  bad  never  raised  an 
objection  to  our  reiarning  with  the  products  or 
nrniDfacturen  of  Europe,  or  of  the  Bast  or  West 
Indies.  It  was  the  carrying  trade  alone  which 
was  the  (ubject  of  difference.  A  trade  so  slightly, 
if  at  all,  connected  with  agpricnlture,  that  ihecoa- 
Dexion,  such  as  it  was,  did  not  merit  notice  in 
diacossiDg  the  preseat  qaesiion.  It  was  that 
tnfde  which  earned  the  products  of  one  foreign 
coantry  to  another,  which  relieTcd  Prance,  Spain, 
aod  Holland,  from  the  pressure  of  war.  by  carry- 
ing on  a  Iradefur  them  which  the^  coold  no  long- 
er carry  on  for  themselves — which  carried  the 
coffee  and  sugar  of  Batavia  and  the  West  India 
islands,  to  the  reapeclire  mother  cavalries  in 
Rnrope,  thereby  relieving  them  from  the  neces- 
sity of  convoy,  and  the  expense  of  maiDtaining 
la»^  fleets.  This  was  the  trade,  be  said,  upon 
which- Qreat  Britain  hadeoramiited  depredations. 
It  was  not  the  home  trade,  in  articles  of  our  own 
jwoduce  or  for  onr  own  consumption ;  but  a  for- 
eign trade,  in  foreign  articles,  for  foreign 'raarkeli, 
and  for  foreign  use.  It  w«s  the  colonial  trade 
Wfaicb  Franee,  Spain,  and  Holland,  monopolized 
t» themselves  in  Umei  of  peace,  but  which  they 
could  not  command  in  time  of  war,  and  bed, 
therefore,  permitted  nalo  carry  it  on  for  their  bene- 
fit. It  WB9  a  trade,  therefore,  totally  anconneeled 
with  agricaltore,  and  enjofed  by  a  few  mer- 
cbaota  only;  and  it  remained  with  the  Amer- 
ican people  to  delermifie  whether,  for  its  protec- 
tion, they  would  involve  Iheagrieultoral  ioleresl, 
and  tbe  rerenuea  of  (he  country,  in  those  em- 
bwrnaament*  which  woold  necessarily  ensue, 
Vpon  the  adoption  of  the  measure  proposed  by 
tM  gentleman  from  Pennfylvania.  He  flattered 
himself  that  the  people  would  inquire,  aod  that 
they  wiwld  not  suffer  themselves  to  be  deceived 
br  the  m  iarepreMD  tat  ions  wbicb  had  gone  abroad. 
The  qnettioD  wai  deeply  intereBting  to  them,  and 
he  wished  them  to  examine  it  in  alf  its  bearings. 
The  resototioo,  he  said,  embraced  two  points; 
the  one  related  to  the  earryiog  trade;  the  other 
to  tbe  impressmeDl  of  American  seamen.  The 
latter  had'  alnay*  been  a  source  of  great  anxiety 
to  bim.  No  man  in  America  had  deplored  tbe 
evil  more  than  he  did,  and  none  should  be  mare 
icady  to  apply  the  remedy,  when  an  eSeclual 
nuedy  coultl  be  devised.  To  him,  however,  it 
WM  a  matter  of  no  liiile  surprise,  that  gentleman 
tttd  to  toog  slept  upon  a  subject,  on  which  they 
now  appeared  to  manifest  to  macb  zeal.  He  bim- 
atlf  twice  propel  mntntea  witb  a  view  lo  ob- 
9lh  Co».-^t% 


tain  redress,  but  be  bad  not  been  able  lo  carry  tbeoi 
through  the  House.  Gentlemen,  who  now  zeal- 
ously volunteered  their  services,  rendered  him 
DO  assistance  then.  At  tbe  last  sessioD  he  had 
introduced  a  bill  on  the  subject,  and  such  were 
the  variety  of  objections  to  it,  that  it  was  com^ 
milted  and  recommitted  several  times.  Difficul- 
ties preseated  themselves  from  all  quarters;  altera- 
tions and  amendments  innamerable  were  adopted, 
until  finally  it  was  shuffled  through  the  Hous^ 
in  so  imperfect  a  slate  that  it  was  not  wortb 
tbe  lime  which  had  been  spent  on  it  Stt0Q|[ 
measures  were  not  then  the  order  of  the  day,  nor 
would  they  be  now,  if  the  impressment  of  Amer- 
ican watnen  was  tbe  only  ground  of  complaint. 
Great  Britain  has  pursued  this  practice  for  ten 
or  twelve  years  past,  but  Ihese  patriotic  mer- 
chants, who  are  now  so  clamorous,  presented  you 
wiih  no  memorials  on  the  subject.  No,  sit.  It 
is  the  carrying  trade  alone^  which  has  covered 
your  tables  wtin  the  memorials  of  the  merchanis, 
because  their  interests  are  affected,  aod  it  is  out 
of  this  that  tbe  resolution  of  the  gentleman  from 
Pennsylvania  has  grown.  Although  1  do  not 
admit  thecorieclnessof  the  principle  assumed  by 
Qreat  Britain,  in  relation  to  tbe  carrying  trade, 
yet  I  am  willing  to  acknowledge  that  witb  me  it 
IS  an  object  of  secondary  importance  only,  when 
compared  with  the  other  violaticoi  of  our  flag, 
io  tbe  impressment  of  our  seamen. 

Why,  Mr.  Chairman,  is  tbe  carrying  trade  a 
secondary  considetaiioa  only  1  Because  the  de- 
predations committed  on  it,  do  not  affect  the  per- 
sonal rigTits  of  our  citizens,  nor  our  trade  in  our 
own  products,  or  in  the  products  of  foreign  na- 
tions for  our  own  use ;  but  all  these  are  afiecled, 
deeply  affected,  by  the  impressment  of  oar  seamen. 
It  has  been  said,  indeed,  that  this  interruption  of 
the  carding  trade  was  peculiarly  hostile,  ttecause 
it  struck  at  bona  fde  American  property.  la 
many  cases  Ibis  is  true,  but  in  many  1  beliere  it 
is  not  true;  for  I  have  no  doubt  that  much  for- 
eign properly  is  covered  by  our  flag.  Admit- 
ting, however,  that  it  is  always  American  pro- 
perty, yet  all  seiznres  of  this  are  not  considered 
acts  of  hosiility.  It  is  conceded  by  all  that  the 
direct  trade,  between  the  colony  and  (he  mother 
country,  cannot  be  carried  on  in  neutral  botiomt. 
If,  therefore,  a  cargo  of  sugar  or  coffee  were  pur- 
obased  at  a  Freocn  isl^a,  it  would  thereby  be- 
come 6ona jEde  American  property;  but  by  onr 
oWD  acknowledgments  it  could  not  be  carried 
directly  to  Prince ;  nor,  if  it  was  French  property, 
could  it  be  carried  in  our  vessels,  as,  in  17M,  wa 
surrendered  the  principle  that  "  free  ship*  make 
free  goods."  Seeing  then,  that  we  could  not  carry 
on  tbe  direct  trade  between  the  colony  and  the 
mother  couniry,  even  when  tbe  properly  had  be- 
come American  by  parcbaw,  and  ttiat  we  could 
not  cover  French  property  under  our  flag,  a  new 
method  was  invented  by  our  merchants  to  evade 
these  regulations.  They  went  to  the  West  Indies, 
purchased  Iheir  cargoes  there,  relumed  with  them 
to  ihis  couniryjand  then  resbip{>ed  them  and  car- 
ried them  10  Frince,  and  Spain,  and  HollaDd^ 
thereby  yielding  iham  f ery  important  a— ■-•— - 
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ID  Ifaeir  warfaresgainsi  Great  Briiain.  This.  Mr. 
N.  saiit.waslhe  Dew  principle  agHiiwtwtiicbOritiil 
Briiaio  coniended.  and  aliliougtt  be  waa  nut  wil- 
ling !□  acbnowledj^e  [he  correciness  uf  hrr  priv 
ceeiliogs,  ytl  he  was  more  unwilliog  lo  sustain 
our  rigbl  at  the  expense  of  so  miica  injury  as 
we  should  incur  by  adopiio^  (he  proposed  re- 
•olution.  NfgoiiaiJOQ,  he  said,  ought  to  he  re- 
torted 10  ;  ir  mat  faileti,  then  indeed,  commetcial 
lealriccioas  might  be  im nosed,  but  ool  such  restrlc- 
lioasas  the  geDtleman  fiomPeDQBylvaDiBao<)  bis 
ftieods  advocaied.  Those,  alibough  (key  might 
wound  Britain,  would  ioAict  a  still  deeper  wound 
OD  ourselves.  It  was  kconn  that  our  Miaister  at 
the  Court  of  Loudoa  had  the  subject  uiuler  bis 
immediate  attention,  and  we  bad  reason  to  expect 
Ibat  he  would  succeed  ia  an  amieable  settleroeui 
of  ourdifTereoces.  Mr.  Kio^bad  formerly  reroon- 
stiaiedagajnstsirailar  practices  by  British  cruisers, 
aod  the  report  of  ihe  Attorney  Generalof  Eagtand, 
transniilted  by  Lord  Hawkesbory,  fully  recognised 
ibe  justice  of  our  preteasions.  No  treaty,  how- 
ever, was  made,  and  unijl  a  treaty  is  entered  into, 
regulating  all  our  commerciat  relations,  we  caa- 
not  expect  that  gur  trade  will  be  free  fromembar- 
rasumeuts.  The  points  in  difference  now  bei  ween 
tbe  two  GoTerDmetus,  are  fair  ohifcm  ofnegoiia- 
tioo.  The  admisRions  of  Lord  Hawkeabury,  in 
bis  correspondence  with  Mr.  King,  give  us  a /air 
claim  OD  (he  British  Governmenti  and  I  bare  no 
doubt  they  will  yield,  provided  llie  intemperance 
of  our  language  and  our  cooduct  doea  not  furnish 
tbem  with  a  pretext  sdll  to  resist. 

What,  1  ask,  wilt  be  the  effect  of  this  resolui  ._ 
on  Great  Britain?  She  will  either  disregard  it, 
under  (he  coovicdon  that  it  will  operate  much 
more  injuriously  upon  ourselvea  than  upon  her, 
and  that  therefore  we  cannot  persist  in  it ;  or  in- 
flamed b;^  the  tlireats  contained  in  it,  and  by  tnoie 
used  by  Its  advocates  on  this  fluor,  she  will  con- 
aider  it  as  cause  of  war.  Will  it  not  be  good 
cause  of  war,  when  professing  peace,  you  use  the 
language  of  iotiinidation,  aad  the  mover  of  the 
measure  tells  yoo,  he  brandi«besa  dagger  in  hii 
hand  wi(h  which  he  mean;;  to  slab  her  to  (b( 
TilaU?  [Mr.  GaEQa$aid,hedid  notsay  so.]  Mr 
n.  cooiiuued :  it  may  not  be  found  in  the  ^ntle 
mail's  Eoeecb,  but  I  find  it  m  my  notes,  and  I 
believe  Ihey  are  as  correct  as  (hose  of  the  xteao- 
grapber.  [Mr.  GftKoo  exBlained.and  said  lie  did 
not  Use  the  word  dagger.J  Mr.  N.  said  i(  was  of 
no  importance,  what  the  mstrument  was,  whether 
asword.  a  dagger,  or  a  knife,  if  he  waa  to  touch 
the  vitals.  It  wai  a.iSirurative  expreuioo,  and 
Ihe  gntleman  might  sHect  either  of  the  figures 
which  he  preferred.  He  him^self  bad  used  tbe 
word   dagger,  supposing  it  the  must  .appTDpr' 

and  (be  raost  rnngenial  to  tbe  gentleman  s 

mind.  [Mr.  Greoo  said  he  would  take  some 
Other  opportunity  of  explainlDK.]  Mr.  N.:  The 
.  gentleman  declared  the  measure  was  calcHlaied 
'■  loalab  Great  Britain  in  her  vitals.  lapreal  (o 
th"  Committee  if  such  is  not  their  revo  lice  lion. 
Thefceotleman  him>eirdoeKnoi  di'uy  ii ;  be  onl^ 
anya  he  did  not  une  (he  wiird  dagger.  But  if 
Qreat  Biiuria  belieroa  iliat  we  can  peiaitt  ia  ii, 


and  xefs  tbai  we  are  determined  .to  nwiaio  hv 
enemy  against  her,  and  (o  slab  her  ia  her  rttaliL 
she  will  consider  it  aa  causa  of  war  Mid  wUl 
make  war. 

kre  gepilemen  prepared,  then,  to  hazard  iIim* 

iseqdences?  Arc  they  ready  t»ge  to  ww  for 
protei-tioa  of  (his  carrying  trade,  in  whieh  ito 
great  bulk  of  the  nation  have  no  interest  T  I  *e»- 
ture  to  asaerl  tliac  t.ineleea-tweDtietha  of  Iha  peo- 
ple of  thiK  countrv  have  no  .interest  whatever  ift 
the  ^ade  for  whICDwe  are  now  about  IocoehmmL 
One  coaaolatioo,  however,  yet  remftins:  let  tkia 
House  receive  tbe  maaaure  ai  favorably  as  tbenr 
may,  tbe  people  will  coixdemD  itj  whf  o  tbey  fw 
iiscoflspquencea.  Wemay  run  headl^ngintowir, 
but  we  shall  not  have  the  trouble  of  carrying  itttn. 
The  pe>iple  will  supply  nur  pktea wiib  olb«r  rep- 
resentaiives;  they  will  notaa  readily  fu^i*«  uib 
I  trust  in  God  they  will  not. 

A  geritleiqan  frum  Massaebuaetta  (Mr.  Caam- 
iNBuiELo)  thinks  tbe  meastu'E  will  not  lead  ti>  ««i; 
but  if  he  believed  it  would,  this  would  be  no  eh- 
jpctlon  with  hill  (o  tbe  rew)latian — he  would  aitU 
vote  for  i^.  We  can  convert  our  venseU,  hesaya, 
into  privateeia,andcan  capture  two  or  three  Brit- 
ish Tfssels  for  one  uf  Our  own  that  will  ba-  lent. 
How,  I-ask.  is  this  to  benefit  tbe  farmer  or  the 
planter!  What  proporiioo  of  these  profits  ia(o 
DO  into  their  pocketsl  The  geoderoaa  may  reat 
bis  capital  in  privateera.and  may  make  a  fbrtuM, 
Here,  sir,  be  plays  the  mercbant  again.  Whai- 
evrr  (he  effect  may  be  on  (he  great  body  of  (he 
people,  )fe  is  SftjrfDole  still,  TfaenaiioD  may  bleed. 
a(  every  pore,  hu(  be  will  have  his  pound  of  Oealk. 
This  privateering  business,  however,  mil  notdia. 
Great  Britain  ha*  eight  buod red  Bhi{M'Of-w»r,aad 
it  ought  to  be  reipembered  that  she  can  fit  oat  aa 
many  privateers  as-we  can.  But,  air,  tbe  idcaof 
our  mretine  Great  Briiais  on  the  oeeMi  is  toe 
ludicrous  to  berepelted  byeerioaaaTKOeaeot.  tAj 
frieoij  Trom  Virginia  has  givea  tha  beat  emwev  te 
it,  in  hisprescription  of  a  atratghl-wtisloaMt,  ft 
dark  room,  defdetion,  and  wxter-grael..  It  ia  jwt 
as  abiurd  a:<  10  lalkof  fiuiag  outj)  priTMeer  to 
fight  a  seventy-four. 

Tbegentleman  from  Muaaehn^aUa  baaanotheC' 
measure  in  reserve  towoud  Briiaiit.  He  teUa 
us  we  must  confiscate  (lie  public  debt.,  Tbisiea 
strange  doctrine  fur  men  wira  talk  so  much  uf  n*-- 
lioRaThooar,  I  have  always  believed  i(  iBOiti-faeB- 
orabte  to  pay  our  debts,  instead  of  awia^ling  ou 
creditor*.  My  deterniioaiioa.  however,  ha*  lonif 
sioce  been  taken  on  (his  poiot.  I  will  oaver  eeo- 
sent  tolay  my  bands  upos  (he  public  debt.baifac 
the  purpo«e  of  fairly  exiiogvishing  it  Let  cor 
conflict  with  Qreat  Britain  proceed  to  what  lenetb 
it  may.  I  will  never  lend  my  aid  (u  defraud  ber 
tuhjects  of  that  debt,  for  the  pHymeot  of  wkieb 
(lie  national  fsi(h  issnleinoly  pledged.  Tbe  na- 
tion may  do  it,  but-if  ii  be  once  iloae,  the  viol»- 
(ionF  of  the  national  honor,  which  are  now  oo 
loudly  eomptaiaed  of.  will  weigh  hut  an  aiotn  in 
(he  scale,  when  compared  with  the  blow  yntt  yoar- 
selves  will  lev*  I  at  your  own  honor.  Ton  will 
set  yourarlves  up  as  a  rare  and  mndern  exan^ 
of  lae  AtatcajMet,  for  you  will  aa  effecluall  j  fauat 
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fouremlit.ihat  I  rentare  tooffirm  roil  wilt  make 
no  mor«'  loans.  Had  1  mOlhiua  lo  Imd;  I  would 
not  imr  yoa  with  ■  dollar. 

To  jasiiff  the  mesKUre  now  propoM*,  we  are 
nfarred  to  ihe  years  1793  and  179(;  and  hecaoi'e 
•  reaolutloB  somewhat  sirutlar  to  ihe  preseat  wa'' 
Itaenailopied^antf  bad  welthigbpiiied  ia<oa  taW^ 
we  are  called  upon  to  mnetion  that  which  is  now 
Wore  US.  Bufi  WiH  geRileraen  undertake  to  mj 
that  oor  iiiiualfoD  at  ibia  lime  will  Jnjttiff  tnch 
meaaurM  b3  were  adopted  then  1  Will  Ehey  pre- 
Mud  that  we  have  duw  ibe  same  gronnda  for  boi- 
tility  against  Britain,  or  that  ibe  two  periods  can 
be  compared  wiibeach  othpt?  Wliat  was  onr 
■tinatioD  in  1T93  and  1794T  We  had  made  a 
tmty  in  the  year  1783  Wttb'OreaC  Britain.  Ten 
fCKra after, sonieoTit-i  mosi  important slipalatlons 
on  her  pMti  were  uorolfitled.  She  had'  pledged 
btrieirio restore  toomeitlKVnsBn  itiKnensebmouni 
of  property  which  hail  been  ithen  from  ihera.  She 
bad  engaged  io  pm  as  ia  pusgeMlon  of  the  we»i- 
cm  popis.  Wiih  neither  of  these  engagemrnrs 
Ind  Bfae  then  complied.  Year  after  year  she  was 
■ciiTsin  kindlingadestrfaciife  war  upon  oorfron' 
tier,  and  hid  let  loose  the  iavnges  at  ibe  wilder- 
Bcsa  npon  onr  peaceable  eiilzens.  The  Algerines 
Mo  were,  at  ihe'instigatioa  of  Britain,  connnitling 
depredations  on  onr  commerce;  and,  in  addiiiou 
to  all  ihis,  she  directed  a  Mow  at  onr  trade,  more 
njnriou*  than  that  which  is  now  complained  of: 
for  she  ordered  her  crui^ets  to  capture  ail  vessels 
kden  wiih  provixions  pni^  lo  ihe  Prenoh  coto- 
>lea,or  retnfning  from  tbrm  with  the  products  of 
ihoae  coloniet  on  buard.  Then  ii  was  thai  the 
iKeasare  alloded  to  whs  adopted  by  one  branch  of 
the  Itegi*lal«re,and  it  is  tnast  certain  that  we  had 
«aase  enoagh  to  go  to  war.  But  is  our  situation 
■t  all  sirailif  now?  Hare  we  any  of  those  oui- 
ragea  M  complain  of  at  this  time?'  Not  one.  A 
pai-tofont  trade,  it  istrDe.isaflTfcied,  but  ii  is  ifaai 
wt  whiefa  is  Ibe  leaat  iDteresiing  to  the  narion. 
When  I  Wf  this,  I  trust  it  Will  not  be  betieTbd 
that  I  am  wilting  to  abandon  it.  or  ibdt  I  mean  to 
palliate  the  conduct  of  Q^ear  Britain.  My  only 
object  it  to  show,  thai,  for  ihi«  carrying  trade,  we 
on^t  not  to  brin|[  u{»dn  oonelres  the  calaraitiet 
of  w«t,  not  IO  purwea  kne  of  condoct,  which, 
tbongb  it  raa^  affect  Oreai  Brrtaio.  will  operate 
nnch  neve  tajvriodsly  uj^n  onr  owa  country. 

It  ia  said,  hDweter,-ihal  the  meamre  wKI  not 
If-ad  to  w«T.    ThT*  I  an)  wltlrag'to  ^rant,  fur  tr- 

Sinnnt's  sake.    Lei  us,  then,  take  it  in  the  most 
TonMt  point  of  view  in  which  it  can  be  pre* 
MBted.  andinqafre  itiio'iiaieonseqaenies. 

SbpfkMS  Britain  doe*  oat  consider  it  a  cause 
of  war,  but  ihai,  nerertbeless;  insirkd  of  r%\»i- 
hi^lo  her  ayotem,  nbe  should  obstinately  persist 
IB  It.  Qenttenien  seem  lo  have  looked  at  only  one 
aide  of  the  question,  and  appear  to  have  furgotten 
dMie^rr  question  hat  two  fides  to  it.  In  their 
aoKMfy  to  injure  Brtiiin,  they  have  not  aitendeif 
lO'UiO  effwtx  which  their  prupOHition  is  calculated' 
to  produce  at  home.  Shonld  the  perai^it,  in  what 
maaae*  are  we  to  be  affected  by  the  proposed 
iae«iiure1  Let  us  see  huw  it  i«  to  nperalt;  on  the 
A«4  hMe  it-wooM  bs  WftU  to  reialud 


^Qttemeti  that  almost  the  whole  of  our  revenm 
IS  derirt-d  from  the  duty  paid  on  the  impurlalion 
'>f  foreign  merchandise,  and  that  this  duiy  annu- 
Mj  amuantt  to  eleren  millions  eight  hundred  and 
fifty  ihiiU'and  dollars. 
Our  imports  froni  Great  Brilain  amount  annuallr 

to $27,400,000 

Prum  the  British  East  Indies  to  -  3  500,000 
Prom  the  Britixb  West  Indies  to  -  4,570,000 
From  New  Brunswick,  NoTa  Scotia, 

and  Canada,  to     •        •       -       -        540,000 


.    Malting  in  ibe  whole .       -        •  $36,010,000 
t  is  uDcertain  bow  mucb  ia  exported,,, 
bat  say 6,010,000 


LeaTiivlbr  impoetattona  - 


-  930,000.000 


The  Te*enDeonwhi(!h,a!i  appears  by  the  report 
of  the  Secretary  of  tM  Treasury,  amounts  to  Bro 
milliuntfbdr  hundredand  thirty-two  tbuutand  dol- 
lars, or  very  little  leiis  than  one-half  of  our  whole 
rerenne  derived  from  imports. 

The  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  (Mr.GaEOo) 
thought  he  bnd  gained  an  immense  triuiopb,  in 
showing  that  1  had  been  guilty  of  an  error  in  stat- 
ing tbe  average  duty  on  importation.'' from  Britain 
at  twenty  per  cent,,  which  he  sayt  it  not  more 
than  fonneen  per  cent.  It  ought  to  be  remem- 
bered thdt  I  did  bot  pretend  to  speak  with  accu- 
racy; for  when  1  made  a  few  observations  prefuc- 
iag a  resolution  which  Isabmii'ied  some  limesi nee. 
I  had  QO  documents  from  which  a  calculation  tiuala 
b«  madK  I  supposed  that  the  importaiinns  from 
Brilain  might  amount  to  twenty  Gte  millions  of 
dollara,  and,  taking  the  average  duty  at  twentf 
per  eeat.,  said  five  millions  or  revenue  would  be 
afl^cied;  Does,  however,  the  detection  of  the  error 
change  the  resnltl  It  does  not;  for  it  appears, 
by  Ihe  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
that  the  revenue  dertved  from  this  source  is  Qve 
millions  four  hundred  and  thiri;:-t  wo  thousand  dol- 
lars, w^ich  is  more  than  I  stated  it  aL  Is  all  Ihii, 
then,  to  be  put  to  hazard?  Are  we  to  cast  it  upon 
the  ocean  of  uncertainty,  wiibDui  helm  or  charti 
And  for  what?  Tu  pruieci  that  trade  from  which 
the  revenue  is  derived  7  No,  Ai.  Tu  protect  that 
trade  which  carries  our  own  products  to  market 
and  brtngo  home  in  return  the  articles  of  our  cod- 
snmptlon?  Nu,  sir';  but  to  protect  a  trade  iaier- 
eAing  oolv'to  a  few  merchants,  and,  1  repeat  it 
again,  totally  unioteresiing  to  more  than  nineteen- 
twenlletht  of  the  people  of  ibis  country.  Qeotle- 
men  ask,  Will  you  not  assiiit  the  merchant  in 
recovering  his  property  7  I  answer,  Yet,  ntut 
witl'tngty,  but  not  at  this  eip  nse.  I  will  noteom- 
mil  to  chance  nearly  one-naif  of  the  'revenue  of 
the  nation,  which  we  have  already  pledged  fur  the 
fair  and  honorable  discharge  of  the  public  debt. 
Sir,  when  1  taiJ,so'ue  day»  asco,  that  five  millioce 
iif  ihe  revenue  would  be  ajfeetett  by  this  measure, 
(  was  uoderntooil  by  sume  lu  have  staled  that  it 
would  be  diminUhed  to  the  amuuni  of  five  mil- 
lions, TbTH,  however,  was  not  my  statement;  fot 
Dwell  kuew  thit  it  waa  net  in  tfaa  power  of  hu- 
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man  ingcnuily  to  talculale  the  eiirni  to  wbioh  it 
would  be  afiVct^d.  Bui,  by  prohibiUDf;  the  irn- 
portalioaorgoudsrrom  [he  only  country  thai  could 
furni^:h  alt  of  ihrm,  you  would  thereby  hazard  the 
ivbole  revenue  derirtd  ffinn  ihem,  and  a  part  of 
ii  would  eenaioly  he  lost.  What  aninunt  would 
be  lost.  I  did  not  pretend  to  ssf ;  I  do  not  now 
pretend  to  uiy ;  it  is  beyond  my  reach  ;  but  that 
a  considerable  amount  would  be  lost,  seemed  to  be 
adioitted  by  everybody,  except  ih«  reulletnaa 
from  MasMcbuseits,  who  said  we  should  not  lose 
a  dollar. 

[Mr,  CaowitiMBfliBLD  explained,  by  observing 
that  he  had  said  Ihe  measure  would  doe.  in  bis 
opinion,  affect  the  TCTcaue  beyond  a  million  of 
dollara,  aod  the  gentleman  had  now  reduced  it  to 
0D«  dollar.] 

Sir,saidMr.NiCH0i.80N,thegeDlleman  declared, 
when  he  was  addressing  yovoD  the  resolution,  ibat 
he  had  before  italed  be  did  not  believe  tha  reve- 
nue would  be  diminished  one  million  of  dollars, 
but  that  he  had  since  tbouabt  it  would  not  be  di- 
minished a  single  dollar.  HenowEOFs  back,  how- 
ever, tu  hisn)tflian,BDd  this  is  the  difficulty  which 
coDstaoity  presents  itself.  None  of  us  can  tell  bow 
much  the  revenue  will  be  diininirbed, though  every 
one  Bckoowledges  to  a  very  great  extent.  My  fear 
is,  that  the  loss  will  be  equal,  at  least,  to  two  or 
three  millions.  How  strange  are  the  arguments 
offered  to  ua  I  One  genilemaa  telU  you  you  ought 
to  protect  commerce,  because  we  derive  our  rev- 
enue from  it;  and  yet,  in  the  same  moment,  he 
advocates!  measure  which  be  admits  is  to  destroy 
a  large  amount  of  that  very  revenue  be  is  so 
desirous  of  proieeting.  Another  calls  on  you  to 
protect  Ihe  revenue,  and  warns  you  against  direct 
taxes,  whilst  bis  favorjte  measure  (by  destroying 
a  considerable  amount  of  revenue)  renders  direct 
taxes  necessary.  1  warn  those  gentlemen,  in  my 
(UTQ,  against  direct  taxes.  Lei  them  take  <-are 
tbat  tbey  do  not,  by  agreeing  to  this  resolution, 
compel  the  nation  to  resort  to  those  taxe",  which 
tbey  say  was  the  rock  upon  which  the  former  Ad- 
mioistratioa  split.  Let  ihem  remember  tbat  the 
direct  tax  for  two  millions  of  dollars  only,  which 
was  laid  eight  years  ago,  is  not  yet  received  into 
the  Treasury.  Will  they,  by  adopiiog  this  raeas- 
tire,  and  thereby  reducing  the  reveo  tie,  drive  Ub 
into  excise  duties  as  a  substitute  1  Thev  ought  to 
recollect  that  this,  too,  was  once  a  favorite  scbeme 
of  raising  revenue,  though  not  a  very  fortunate  or 
a  Tery  popular  one,  as  some  genilemen  on  the  oihar 
aide  of  the  House  can  testify.  I  believe,  sir,  tbat 
ibeyal  least  will  not  be  very  willine  to  burn  tbeir 
Sogers  with  it  a  second  time.  They  have  their 
tiperienee  on  this  point.  Bu^  when  gentlemen 
•all  upon  us  to  agree  with  ibem  in  a  measure  which 
they  admit  will  eoDsiderably  diminish  the  rere- 
aue,  (though  they  eatinot  calculate  the  extent.) 
why  do  tbey  not  tell  us  what  they  intend  lo  pro- 
pose as  a  substitute?  I  want  to  see  their  ways 
and  means  for  supplying  the  deficiency.  Until 
tbey  show  US  these,  I,  for  one,  will  not  consent  to 
cot  off  our  present  resources.  Are  we  to  borrow  1 
It  will  not  do,  Mr.  Chairman,  to  talk  of  borrow 
isg  and  of  confiscation  in  the  tame  breath.    We 


shall  find  nobody  to  trust  us ;  and  if  we  could,  we 
must  btill  Snd  the  ways  ami  means  of  paying. 

Let  ua,  however,  pursue  this'resolution  throazk 
all  its  effects,  and  still  continue  to  consider  it  in 
as  favorable  a  point  of  view  as  its  beat  friends  caa 
wish  for ;  let  It  be  admitted,  that  we  can  procora 
from  other  countries  all  those  articles  which  we 
prohibit  the  importation  of  from  Qreat  Britain, 
and  of  course  that  the  revenue  will  not  be  dimia- 
ished  at  all.  It  may  yet  be  worth  while  to  inqaire, 
whethet  the  necessary  consequences  that  must 
follow,  will  not  operate  moat  iojuriotisly  upon  the 
citiieos  of  the  United  States.  1  say  nothing  of 
tl^e  great  di£BeQliy  which  the  importing  mercbenu 
rousiexperiencem  changing  their  cour.se  of  trade, 
from  that  chaniMl  in  which  it  baa  been  accua- 
toroed  to  Sow  for  eighteen  or  tweoiy  years;  ap- 
poiniing  new  agents,  and  forming  new  corret- 
pondence  upon  the  eontinaot  ofBurope,  and  the 
absolute  impossibility  of  obtaining  the  same  or^ 
dit  ibere,  that  tbey  enjoy  in  England ;  these  are 
minor  con  side  rations.  But,  sir,  lei  «:>  inquire 
whether  the  merchants  and  the  agricultarials  will 
experieoce  no  loss  from  this  change  We  export 
annually  to  Great  Briiab,  of  domtstic  produce, 
more  than  thirteen  and  an  half  millions  ofdoilara, 
and  10  her  colonial  possessions  more  than  six  mil* 
lions,  making  in  The  whole  upwards  of  twentf 
millions  of  dollars ;  to  all  the  rest  of  the  world  we 
export,  in  domestic  produce,  only  about  nioeleen 
and  aa  half  millions  of  dollara.  From  Qreat  Bri- 
tain we  get  her  manufactares  in  exchange  for 
our  produce,  and  it  is  said  that  we  can  procure 
the  same  articles  from  other  countries;  this  is 
admitted  for  argumeoi' Bike;  but  those  other  coan- 
trieswill  noljiurchase  our  domestic  produce,  they 
do  not  want  it ;  it  must  therefore  still  go  to  Qreat 
Britain,  and  her  colonies,  if.  indeed,  tbey  will  re- 
ceive it;  and  it  must  there  be  sold.  What  the* 
will  be  the  state  of  the  case  7  We  shall  aBDuallr 
have  in  England,  for  produce  sold  there,  and  foe 
bills  of  exchange  drawn  by  the  colonies,  more 
than  twenty  millions  of  dollars;  this  sum  moat 
be  sent  to  the  cottrineot  of  Europe,  lo  pay  for  the 
gooda  we  purchase  there.  1  now.  therefore,  atk 
gentlemen  if  they  have  calculated  the  effects  of 
foreiiig  ihia  large  sum  out  of  it*  natural,  or  rather 
out  ofiis  habitual  channel?  Have  they  caleuU- 
led  the  effect  to  be  produced  on  excbange,  hj 
sending  annually  from  England  more  than  twentf 
roillioDs  of  dollars,  over  and  above  Ihe  cuntomary 
remittances  1  Let  them  look  to  a  late  occurrence  i 
a  considerable  sum  of  money  was  lately  lo  be  re- 
mitted from  England,  to  pay  the  British  troopa  oa 
the  oonlioenl,  and  it  was  neceetarily  done  by  biUa 
of  eichange.  It  was,  as  ours  will  be,  a  tranase- 
tion  out  of  the  ordinary  course ;  and  I  am  well 
informed  that  it  had  the  itnmediaie  effert  to  raiae 
tbe  rate  of  exchaotte  fifteen  per  cent.  Tbe  State 
of  Maryland,  witbin  the  last  year,  had  three  bnit- 
dred  thousand  dollars  in  EoKland  lo  be  be  remit- 
ted lo  this  country^and  even  fur  ibia  small  amoant 
ihe  Stale  wa*  obliged  to  pay  one  per  cent,  above 
par.  Am  I  not,  then,  fully  warranted  io  cayinv, 
that  when  the  American  merchanta  will  annually 
hare  in  Bt^land  more  than  twclre  milliona  of 
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dotlire,  to  be  remitted  to  tbeeoaliaent,  to  be  forced 
001  or  iix  ordinary  cOur>e,  inio  atw  aad  estraur- 
dinary  chanapla,  that  it  will  raise  the  price  orex- 
chaoge,  at  least,  from  sir  to  trn  |>er  ceot..  aad  that, 
tberefore,  aa  aanoal  loss  will  be  incurred,  from 
twelve  fauadred  tbouaand  to  two  millioua  of  dol- 
lara?  Tbis  loss  will  not  rdllapoa  ihoie  who  can- 
same  your  produce  ia  KngiaDct,  nor  I  believe  ddod 
your  own  merchaots  wbo  buy  it  bere;  for,  wben 
they  are  makitig  tbeir  purchase*  here,  they  will 
calculate  ihe losses  ihey  are  to suxtain  abroad,  aud 
these  will  be  coosidered  io  the  prices  which  they 
will  pay  I  the  necesiary  consequence  iberefure  is, 
that  the  price  of  Amerieao  produce  must  sink  in 
proportion  to  this  great  loss,  aod  ibal  the  loss  will, 
of  coarse,  fall  npoo  Ameriraa  agriculture. 

Again,  sir,  as  to  the  effect  upon  the  market  for 
AmeriEan  produce.  We  send  to  Ettgland  and  her 
colonies  large  quantities  of  our  native  prodnetioas; 
I  will  iaMRDce  cotton  alone.  In  1805,  we  exported 
to  Eoglaad  25,770,000  ponnds  of  coiton,  valued  at 
96,184,979 ;  in  1805,  it  would  be  still  more,  be- 
cause in  1804,  we  exported  to  Liverpool,  78,253 
baleit,  and  in  the  thrve  firai  quarters  of  the  year 
1805,  the  export  to  Liverpool  was  93  014  bales; 
tbus,  it  appears  that  Eosland  is  a  great  and  in- 
creasiag  market  for  our  cotton.  We  import  from 
Eilgland  all  the  cotton  goods  we  use,  except  the 
white  and  stained  cottons  which  come  from  the 
East  Indies.  By  diminishing  the  importation  of 
these  fabrics,  we  of  course  diminish  the  demand 
for  oar  own  cotton  i  for  nothing  il  more  clear, 
than  that  as  soon  as  we  refuse  to  import  her  cot- 
ton mauufaciures,  the  mast  refuse  to  buy  of  Us 
the  raw  material  out  of  which  tbe]r  are  made. 
Tbe  conae'qnence  will  be  a  reduction  in  the  price 
of  miT  cotton,  to  (be  amount,  probably  of  filty  or 
one  hundred  pet  cent.  With  some,  however, 
tbia  reduciioD  m  the  price  may  not  be  very  ol^ec- 
tionable;  I  mean  with  those  merchants,  who  are 
irmding  to  India  with  targe  capitals,  and  who  tell 
you  they  can  furnish  ua  with  cotton  goods  from 
thence.  For  these  men  say  as  soon  as  cotton  can 
be  bought  in  ibis  country  at  twelve  and  an  half 
or  fifteen  cents  per  pound,  it  will  become  a  Kood 
export  to  India  as  a  substitute  for  money.  Now, 
bowever  agreeable  it  may  be,  to  these  merchants 
to  increase  their  fortune*,  by  reducing  the  price  of 
cotton,  I  imagine  it  will  oo't  be  verv  favorably 
considered  by  the  planters  of  the  Southern  States, 
who  send  their  coiion  to  Enrland.and  sell  it  from 
twenty-five  to  sixty  cents,  ^his  is  oae  of  the  ef- 
fect* to  be  produced  on  the  Southern  Stales,  and 
the  gentleman  from  Georgia  considers  them  more 
interesied  in  this  measure  than  the  others  This 
may  be  true,  bui  I  mead  to  show  that  the  Middle 
State*  are  very  much  interested  in  it  likewise.  I 
do  not  intend  lo  notice  tbe  tobacco  of  Maryland, 
Virginia,  aad  North  Carolina,  although  in  this 
article  we  export  to  England,  from  two  and  an 
bair,  to  fonr  and  an  half  millions  of  dollars  an- 
■ually.  We  export  to  the  British  West  Indie:), 
hi  Soar,  corn  meal,  other  provisions,  and  lumber, 
BDoually,  about  rix  millions  and  fifty  thousand  dol- 
lan.  We  receive  in  return  rum,  tugsr, and  coSee, 
40  4ti«  unoani  of  four  and  aa  half  miUiona  ol  dol- 


lars; iberemainder  partly  in  specie,  but  principally 
in  bills  of  exchange  on  Eogland.  If  we  refuse  to 
lake  these  four  millions  and  an  half,  in  the  pro- 
ducts ofihese  islands,  can  (he  West  Indian  planter 
purchase  our  articles  it  as  high  a  price  as  be  now 
pays  for  them?  Ceriainly  not,  aod  the  inevita- 
ble effect  will  be  to  reduce  the  value  of  all  those 
products  which  are  the  growth  of  the  Middl« 
States.  In  fact,  it  may  be  said  generally,  that 
when  you  prohibit  the  importation  into  ihia conn- 
try  of  all  articles  of  the  growth,  produce,  or  manu- 
facture of  Great  Britain,  you  thereby  dimtuish 
their  ability  to  purchase  the  products  of  our  own 
country,  for  which  Great  Britain  furnishes  a 
greater  market  than  all  the  ^esi  of  the  world  be- 
sides. The  more  extensive  the  prohibiiion,  the 
more  extensive  the  injury  to  ourselves. 

I  have  examined  the  resolution  of  the  K«ntle- 
msn  from  Pennsylvania,  under  three  different 
views:  First.  Tbai  tbe  manner  in  wbicb  it  ia 
expressed,  together  with  the  language  of  those 
wbo  supported  it.  would  be  calculated  to  produce 
.war.  Secoodly.  That,  by  adopting  it,  we  should 
hazard  nearly  one-half  of  our  revenue,  a  consid- 
erable part  of  which  would  be  lost.  Aod  thirdly. 
That  if  neitherof  these  effects  were  produced^  the 
necessary  consequence  would  be  a  vast  diminu- 
tion io  the  value  of  our  own  products,  which 
would  fall  upon  tbe  Bgiicaltural  part  of  tbe  com- 

I  must  now  be  permitted  to  recur  again  to  the 
second  point,  for  ibe  [turpose  of  showing  that  we 
cannot  be  supplied  with  many  important  articlea 
from  other  nations,  which  we  get  from  Great 
Britain,  and,  of  coarse,  that  tbe  whole  of  the  rer- 
enue  collected  from  tnese,  will  be  sunk  to  tbe 
United  States.  lam  aware,Mr.Chairman,of  the 
difficulty  of  proving  a  ne^live — it  can  only  be 
done  by  examining  tbejiosiiions  held  by  your  ad- 
versaries, and  by  showing  the  weakness  of  theii 
arguments.  And  here  I  may  be  permiited  to  ex- 
press a  wish,  that  gentleman  wbo  aay  we  can  be 
supplied  from  other  countries,  had  onered  us,  in- 
stead of  their  opinions,some  proofs,  some  author- 
ities. But  we  have  had  none.  Since  I, offered  a 
resolution,  some  days  a^o,  for  a  partial  prohibition 
only,  I  have  been  assailed  by  aoonymoas  letter* 
Bodanooynions  writers  in  newspapers,  attempting 
to  prove  that  ihe  ground  which  1  then  took  wa* 
not  tenable;  and,  I  am  sorry  to  say,  that  I  have 
found  more  argument  in  them  than  I  have  heard 
on  this  floor. 

My  position,  when  I  submitted  the  resolution 
for  a  partial  prohibition,  was,  that  our  revenue  was 
derived  from  imposts;  that  nearly  one-balfof  it 
arose  from  tbe  article*  imported  from  Great  Brit- 


of  these  wp  could  nofbe  supplied  bv  other  oi 
This  position  I  still  maintain,  ana  will  endeavoi 
to  prove  it  by  the  documents  now  on  the  table. 

From  the  documents,  il  appears  that,  although 
we  exported  lo  Great  Britain  md  Ireland,  in  the 
year  1804  of  our  domestic  produce,  only  $11,787,- 
000,  yet  (hat  we  imported  from  these  two  places, 
in  goods  paying  (he  ad  vslotem  duly,  more  than 
double  that  sum,  embracing  with  iaeousiderabl* 
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czceptioDi,  all  ibe  wouUen,  coiiou,  lineD,  tilk, 
tneul,  earlheDgglaxs,  anil  paper  naDuraciures, and 
amouDiiDg  lo  aboui  26,000.000  or  dullars.  la 
tbat  year  ve  imporied  frum  all  [he  wurld  (ioc)ud- 
ihg  Briiain  eod  Irelaod)  in  ibe  same  kind  □>' goods 
Mying  the  ad  valorem  duly       -  833  772  125 

From  Oreat  Britain  and  Itdaod         -26,000,000 


Lea viqg  this  as  ihe  araouni  of  imports 
from  all  other  parts  of  the  world    -    7,772,125 


1)1  the  same  .year  we  exported  to  all 
Kurope,  iocluding  Greet  Briuia 
and  Ireuod,  of  domestic  produce    -  23.085,000 

Qf  this  we  sent  lo  Britain  and  Iie- 
Und        -        -        -       -        -        -  1Il787.000 


Irving' forlbe  export  to  the  conii- 
neat  of  Europe        -        -        -       -11^8,000 

SupnoiiDg  the  merchant  to  have  gain- 
'ed  for  his  freight,  insurance,  risk, 
&£.,  only  thirtv-tbiee  and  a  third  per 
,cent^  and  1  Deliere  it  is  more  fre- 
quently fifty  per  cenl^  you  must  add    37€6)110 


Leavtog  thin  sum  a/t  the  contiiMjit  of 
Burope  at  the  disposal  of  qur  mer- 
ch^ts    -----        -  15.064  110 


or  these  fifteen  millions  of  dollars,  about  one- 
b^f  are  sent  to  England  by  meaQs  of  bilU  of 
exchange,  to  pay  fur  those  goods  which  we  gft 
from  thence.  Now,  is  it  not  fair  reason,  if  the 
goods  which  we  get  from  Britsia  and  Ireland 
CQiild  be  purchased  on  the  coDiiDeot,  that  our 
merchants  wouliJ  supply  themselves  there,  where 
the  money  is,  rather  than  be  at  the  trouble,  ex- 
pense, and  risk,  pf  remitting  it.to  Engldod  ?  If 
coarse  woollen  cloths,  for  lostaDce,  are  to  be  had 
fibm  GJermaoy,  why  are  ihey  not  brought  to  usi 
Ahd  is  it  not  an  incontestable  fact  that  we  import 
none  of  them  1  It  is,  sir ;  at  least,  sugh  is  the  in- 
formation whicti  I  have  obieioed  ftom  mercan- 
tile men  of  I  he  first  respeciabiljiy,  both  on  this 
floor,  and  in  the  large  trading  towns  of  the  United 
States.  In  fact,  the  information  which  1  have 
leceived  from  them,  gives  the  name  result  as  to 
woollen,cotion,  metal,  and  earthen  manufactures- 
It  appears  impossible  that  we  could  be  supplied 
Cram  the  continent  of  Europe  with  these  ariicles. 
when  we  could  sell  our  own  products  ai  better 
prices,  and  obtain  these  goods  on  better  terms,  by 
ext^haDgiDg  the  one  for  the  other  in  the  same 
market.  The  truth  is,  that  we  gat  none  of  them. 
And  why?  Nut  because  we  hafe  not  money  on 
tne  continent  to  purchase  with,  but  because  they 
lie  not  to  be  had  there. 

I  oETer  this  as  a  general  arguroeoi  lo  meet  the 
•sserlions  of  those  gentlemen,  who  say  that  we 
can  be  supplied  elsewhere ihaa  from  Britain. 

It  bas  more  ihan  once  been  alleged,  tbat  we 
can  gi;t  from  Germany  all  the  coarse  woollen  cloths 
that  we  require,aad  Saxony  in  particular  has  been 
mentioned  as  being  capabk  of  furnishing  a  Inrge 
■apply.  ]  hold  in  my  hand  a  newspspercuniain 
ing  an  extract  bom  a  Qeimaa  periodical  work. 


This  extract  has  been  published  for  the  pvrpOM 
of  sbowipg  that  some  iitaiements  heretofore  iDade 
by  me.  relative  to  the  German  manufacturer,  were 
imperfect.  I  do  notknuw  that  it  is  ^uiie  prudent 
to  notice  in  the  House,  attacks  made  Upon  us  in 
the  newspapers,  but  as  there  is  nothing  personal 
in  this,  and  it  is  said  to  coniain  historical  facta. 
publislivd  at  this  moiaent  for  inA>rmaiioa,  1  will 
venture  to  examine  it.  What  1  shall  read  wilt  ha 
the  extracts  fiom  the  Qermitn  work.  It  states 
that  the  "  Electorate  of  Saxony  l^as  about  two  mil- 
'  lions  of' inhabitants.  It  coaiaios  eighty-nins 
'  large  and  Email  towns,  the  inhabitants  of  whick 
'  prmcipatly  sub-isi  by  the  ma^.ufaclure  of  wool. 
'  Tlie  number  of  persons  employed  in  the  woollen 
'  manufactures  are  calculated  a(  iighty-fiTO  thoit- 

As  Saxony  has  been  selected,  the  pieeumplion 
is  that  it  Js  one  of  the  most  considerable  tnana- 
fauturing  Siatei  in  Germany,  and  aa  a  fael  of 
very  great  importance,  it  is  stated  that  eightyrfive 
thousand  of  its  inhahiianis  axe  employed  in  manu- 
facturing wool.  Supposing  the  wme  proportion 
to  exist  throughout  all  Gumany,  between  tbe 
whole  pt^ulaiiuo,  and  tbat  part  of  it  engaged  is 
th«  manufacture  of  wool,  it  follows  thatleks  ihaB 
one  iwentieih  part  are  concerned  in  this  branch. 
How  then  can  tbe  woollen  manufactures  in  Ger- 
qiany  bear. a  comparison  with  those  of  England? 

The  counties  in  England  in  which  the  maniH 
Caciure  of  wool  is  mo>t  extepsivdy  carried  on, 
are  LancHslei,  York,  Wilts,  Gloucester,  SomerwL 
Essex, fnd  Devonshire;  and  1  learn  from  a  workol 
very  high  authority,  Posileihwayt's  Uoiveri^l 
Dictionary  of  Trade  and  Commerce,  that  in  the 
paiisb  of  Halifax  ooly^  In  Yorkshire,  there  are 
upwards  of  one  hundred  thouiwnd  persons  em- 
ployed in  the  manuracture  of  keraeya  alone.  If 
then  io  a  single  parish  this  great  number  of  per- 
sons are  engaged  in  maoutacturing  ope  specie* 
only  of  coarse  cloths,  what  number  nay  we  im- 
agine are  employed  in  the  woollen  manufaoiar« 
t&oughout  Eogiand'?  I  God  from  the  same  au- 
thority ihat  nut  less  than  oiie  million  are  engaged 
in  the  maoufaciute  of  fine,  cloths  only,  and  aa 
those  ol  a  coarser  kind  are  more  extensively  usrd) 
I  tbinkitfair  to  calculate  that  two  millions,  »t 
least,  of  tbe  people  of  ^England  ate  employed  in 
the  manufacture  ol  woollen  cloths.  Thb  is  equal 
to  one-fourth  of  iheit  whole  population.  What 
I  ben  is  the  consequence  7  It  is  t|iis — that  in 
Briglaod  where  one-fourth  of  the  people  carry  on 
ihe  mim^fiiclure  of  wool,  they  can  not  only  sup- 

Ely  their  population  of  eight  millions,  but  als» 
ava  large  quantities  for  exportation ;  while  in 
Germany,  where  it  is  carried  on  by  a  twentiettk 
part  only,  it  Is  scarcely  possible  that  they  can  ex- 
piirt  any,  after  supjilying  their  own  popolatioo  of 
aboui  tweniy-six  millions.  I  do  not  believe,  how- 
ever, that  they  do  even  supply  their  own  popu- 
lation, and  I  think  this  is  proved  by  an  extract 
from  the  same  German  work,  that  1  have  just  read 
from.  "Tbe  British  manufacturers  (says  lbi» 
'  Gi:rman  author)  consider  the  Saxons  as  dangei- 
'  ous  ri  vals.  British  a^ts,  by  making  large  put- 
'  chases  in  shaariog^  twaed  th«  jcice  cf  flue  woot 
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'  IB  Suonr,  ia  1804, 19  p«r  «f  ni.,  and  of  lite  rrar- 
<ser  kioda  betmca  60  tad  70  per  cent.  They 
'andeavored  to  ruin  the  Sazon  nianufiietarrrs. 
'  sad  ■haoM  socceeded.  Wbva  ihe  ea^neti  wool 
'  taat  from  (our  (o  five  rix  dullarB.apieoeorcoBree 
'  elotti  WM  aold  ■<  13  to  14  rix  Jollnr*.  Now  (he 
'  Mne  wool  GOMi,  by  reason  of  Briirsfa  purchanes 
'  chiefly,  B  la  9  dollan ;  ihe  price  of  oloih  ougbi 
'  iberefore,  to  be  SO  rii  dollar*,  bul  imporlBlluDN 
'  fram  Eoglaod  keep  ii  at  16  lo  18  rix  dollars." 
What  Iben  are  the  facia  disclosed  ia  ibis  niract 
Tbey  are  ibeae,  (and  i  eoosider  (hem  as  deciding 
'the  qneaiioii,aa  lo  iheMippiT  of  cl^tfci  to  be  drawn 
fmn  GeriDBDy,)  ihal  the  British  manufacturers 
oM  go  Ulo  Saxony,  ptiEclwie  up  tbe  Baxon  wool, 
««Try  it  (o  Snflaod,  mannraoiure  it  ioto  cloih, 
jMuro  wiib  ii  agaiu  lo  Bazony,  pay  the  duiios-wirb 
double  iBiDraaceanit  double  ff«ig>ht,  acd  after  a(l. 
.«U)  ludeoFll  Ihe  Baioa  maiKiraciurer  io  bix  own 
market.  Again,  sir,  Pestkihwayt,  Ju-bis  Taki- 
«ble  work,  nys.  that  in  Leiinae,  ooe  of  ibe  prio- 
«ipal  eitiei  of  Saiony,  and  eertaiuly  atBoair^thf 
laost  eaoiinensial  in  <3omiur,  at  tbcir  fairt,  which 
-mie  Ikald  iwiee  «r  U)r«e  uiaaa  a  ftar,  an  imroenae 
tradci* carried  en  in  Biifriiah  dotha.  laaddiiiob 
lOibi*,!  wiUaui«furtber,ih>iaiKoet  cMpeciable 
fOvnam  bMiae  lo  'Whnoa  1  applied  by  letter,  lay 
XD  their  auawar,  "fram  the  best  iDfoTRMtlOD,  wc 
'canooHeei,  wa  l«n>  thai  abecoatae  cloths  which 
'<-«N  taaileinaeMaany,apa|^eraity  of  aDindif- 
'fereatquBltiyiaDdaat  faithfally  nianafactiued." 
:Can  it  •tbta  b«  eaid,  after  a  knowtedge  of  these 
&aia,tbM  we oaii4)e stalled  frooD'OvrmaDf  wiib 
-akaaexmrac  elotha  which  we  avwfcC  from  Bof- 
iwad  1  Tbe  finer  onea  I  betiava  may  be  had  frara 
iFraaee  aad  UoHaad,  but  aot  tboie  of  a  coarser 
Und. 

OeatlaoMD  aseak  of  tbi*  naalpilon  «i  goiac 
merely  lo  a  pcoMbitiMi  of  Itnuriea;  thaaa  I  shan 
hte  wuliog  In  turwuder  as  aooa  a*  aay  maa.  But. 
nr.dMlttsuryofaaulMUuitiBl  clotb  coat  io  a  cold 
wiaiar**  da^,  or<  warm  woolka  blanket  in  a  cold 
'ViBlu'a  ni^t;  I  do  not  wiah  to  aee  denied 
to  the  paopie  at  tbii  couatPy.  Aa  in  wooHeo 
Uanbebi,  cbey  nuwB&eiure  aooe  in  Qermany, 
«vcept  thuae  which  are  sailed  horae  Uaaketa, 
Tboae  far  booBhnld  nae,  are  all  made  of  eoitoD, 
aad  bow  readily  oar  twbiM  can  be  aeoomiaodBted 
-to  thcae,  I  am  sol  prrpamt  to  aay. 

Ihare  tbnseHdeafurcd  to  thaw,  with  what  mk- 
■cea*  tbe  Commiuae  must  determine,  that,  by 
■fcpiing  this  reaulDiion,  we  basard  a  war;  ihat 
-the  course  ot  eonamerce  will  be  materially,  sud- 
denly, and,  therefore,  iujuriouiily  ebaaged ;  that 
iMWHiueb  a*  we  cannot  procure  trom  oiher  coutt- 
iHCs  maoy  impottant  articles  wiih  which  Brilain 
snpplieaua,  the  leveaue  wilt  be  much  dimialshed  ; 
imd  tbal  the  value  of  our  owo  prodacts  will  be 
leaaened  taao  iooaleulableanMiini.  Hiving  been 
■  aooaiderabic  liHa  on  the  fiuor,  I  feel  exiremely 
«cbBU*i«d,  and  will,  therefore^  close  my  remarks, 
•lihoagb  ii  wa«  my  wish  to  bare  said  much 
«iore  M  this  Mbjeet;  panioularly  to  point  out 
the  didbreateffitcts  tobe  produced  by  the  adop- 
tion of  the  tneasui*  aow  under  dlscuasjon,  and 
ikM  which  w«a  wtiuiiicd  by  mjatl^    To  my 


own  propositioB,  however,  I  am  not  exclusiv^ 
attached.  1  have  thought  and  do  still  (hiok  it  ibe 
best  wbreh  has  been  proposed.  This  I  trOflt  will 
h«  the  opinion  of  (he  Honee.  Believing  the  eoo- 
ducl  of  Qreat  Britain  towards  this  country  not  lo 
be  Justified,  I  am  willing  lo  unite  in  such  niea- 
snrea  as  may  iuduce  ber  to  do  us  justice.    But  I 


inJDtionsly  upon  DUrseTVeg,  than  upon  those 
whom  we  iniend  to  affect  by  it. 

Mr.  Maoon.— Mr.  Chairman,  I  feel  myself 
bound  by  the  call  which  has  been  made  by  three 
reademen  from  Pennsylvania,  {Mesnrs.  QflEou, 
Smilib,  and  FtitoLEv.)  with  whom  I  have  long 
been  in  tbe  habit  of  iriendnbip,  a  friendehip  od 
my  part  aincere,  to  state  tbe  reasons  which  will 
guverD  my  eondflcion  [bis occasion;  whether thef 
may  be  Atisfaeiory  to  others  or  not,  thev  are  per- 
fectly so  to  me.  That  a  diffeteoee  of  opinion  luh- 
itiits  beitveen  the  members  with  regard  to  the 
mefAures'besi  adapted  to  the  present  crisis  of  our 
affairs,  is  evident  from  the  number  of  resolutioos 
en  your  table.  Ad  atleropt  has  -been  made  to 
ken  this  rtaoiution  to  one  agreed  to  in  1793;  but 
re  they  allkal  I  tbinh  not.  That  was  genenrt, 
bd  operated  alike  od  every  part  of  the  Union, 
while  this,  is  my  opinion,  is  special,  and  wilt  onljr 
operate  on  one  part  of  the  TTDtoa  ;  and  ihis  par- 
lial  operation  will  be  teverety  felt  by  that  seetton 
of  tbe  country  which  I  in  part  represent.  Be- 
lidt-s  this  clear  difference  in  the  two  reaolntiona, 
will  DOC  all  the  three genileraeD  agreelbat  there 
iaa  great  and  striking  difference  in  our  affairs 
with  Great  Bfiisin— in  1793  and  now?  Her  mo- 
lives  may  be  as  unfriendhr  now  as  then;  bul  I 

Eeak  of  facta  known  to  all,  not  of  motives ;  Ae 
en  held  the  western  posts,  she  then  detained  an 
immense  pr^Mrty  bdonging  to  the  Southern  peo* 
F^e,  both  in  violation  of  the  Treaty  of  Peace. 
She  thee  instigateil  the  ladiana  to  war  on  the 
fr«w*ian,  and  then,  as  at  this  tine,  impressed  out 
sailors  and  captured  our  vessels  ;  besides,  the  UdI- 
led  Slates  bad  Dot  (ben  relinquixbcd  (he  princi- 
ple, that  free  ships  should  make  free  goods.  In 
reltnquishtag  this  principle,  they,  in  a  great  meas- 
ure'lost  sight  of  the  carrying  trade,  by  peaceable 
toeans;  but,  if  gentlemen  wish  to  (nm  lo  Europe, 
they  will  find  that,  in  1793,  the  treaties  of  Pavia 
and  PilaKz  were  in'  force.  Let  the  facts  which  1 
have  staled  be  compared  with  (hose  of  the  present 
day,  and  all  must  confess  (hat  there  ba  verycon- 
Mderable  difference.  I  have  said  this  much  lo 
show  that  (here  is  no  Bnalofry  in  tbe  fkcts  of  the 
pKseot  lime  and  those  of  1793,  and  that  there  is 
00  change  of  opiniub  in  me.  If,  however,  I  am' 
mistaken,  it  Is  an  honest  miaiakd. 

This  aaiion,  in  my  opinion,  must  take  her 
choice  of  two  altematives;  lo  be  happy  and  con- 
tented, without  war,  and  without  inicrnal  taxes; 
be  warlike  and  glorioas,  abounding  with 
whnt  is  called  honor  and  dignity,  or  io  other  words 
taxes  and  blood.  If  tl  be  ihe  first,  the  people  will 
eoDtintie  to  eojoy  that  which  they  have  hitherto 
enjoyed — more  privilege*  ihan  has  fallen  to  the 
lot  of  any  nation  with  whose  history  we  are  a*' 
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^uainlMl;  thef  will,  a^  Ihey  have  dooe.  lire  pleo- 
lifully  go  their  farmi,  iDd  aucb  as  choow,  will 
carry  on  a  fair  trade,  by  ezcbaugip^  oui  surplus 
produelioDs  for  Bucb  foreigD  articles  as  we  may 
want.  If  we  lake  ihe  otber  grotiad  we  sbaJl,  I 
fear,  pursue  the  same  career,  whicb  has  nearly,  or 
«uile  ruined  all  the  other  nations  of  the  globe. 
Look  ai  the  people  of  Eoftland,  legally  free,  but 
balf  their  time  Subline  for  the  honor  and  diffoiiy 
«r  the  Crown,  aod  iSe  carrying  trade,  and  see 
whether  they  baTe  gained  anything  by  all  iheir 
tiattles  for  the  nation,  except  lazea,  and  ihese  they 
hare  in  the  greatest  abundance.  Look  also  at 
France,  before  the  Revolution,  and  we  shall  see  a 
people  posKesitng  a  fertile  country  and  fine  cli- 
mate, having  the  honor  to  tight,  and  be  taxed  as 
nuchas  they  could  bear,  for  the  glory  and  dig- 
nity of  the  gravd  moncmpie.  Let  ux  turn  from 
these  two  great  nation^  and  view  Switzerland 
during  the  same  period;  though  not  powerful 
like  the  others,  we  shall  see  the .  people  free  and 
happy  without  wart,  contented  at  home,  because 
Ihey  had  eaoush  to  live  comfortably  on,  aod  not 
overtaxed.  The  hTsloty  of  these  three  nationt 
ought  to  convince  us  that  public  force  and  lib- 
erty cannot  dwell  in  the  same  couairy, 

I  mean  not  to  impute  improper  motivei  to  any 
one,  nor  to  examine  the  Journal  after  chaoses. 
though  1  am  perfectly  willing  to  have  it  thumbed 
over,  from  the  day  1  look  a  seat  Jo  the  House  to 
the  present,  after  my  name;  and  if,  on  examina- 
tioD,  it  shall  appear  that  1  have  changed  my  poli- 
tical principles,  or  have  not  uniformly  adhered  to 
them,  I  am  willing  to  bear  the  name  of  a  politi- 
cal hypocrite.  I  have  formerly  been,  on  very 
£reat  questions,  in  very  small  minorities;  on  a 
inott  important  question,  in  a  minority  not  suffi- 
cient  to  commaod  the  yeas  and  nay*.  1  will  say 
.DO  more  on  this  subject;  nothing  can  be  vame 
disagreeable  than  to  talk  about  one's  self,  and 
nothing  could  iuslify  it  but  the  call  which'  has 
been  made;  peroaps  I  have  alreadysaid  too  much 
on  it,  but  it  was  impossible  to  say  less. 

The  dispute  with  Great  Britain  is  most  un- 
^uestionablj  tor  the  carrying  trade ;  a  trade  which 
is  less  beoe&cial  to  the  nation  than  any  other,  and 
a  trade  which  has  produced  most  of  our  disputes 
vilh  foreign  nations,  and  it  is  the  only  trade  that 
requires  expensive  protection.  Will  any  onecon- 
tead  that  this  trade  is  half  as  imporlatil  as  the 
«oasiing  trade?  This  cannot  and  will  not  be  con- 
tended, for  every  one  knows  that  the  coasting  is 
the  beat  trade.  It  not  only  exchanges  the  pro- 
ducts of  one  part  of  the  nation  for  .those  of  an 
Other,  but  it  also  tends,  by  malting  ua  better  at 
.qoainled  with  each  other,  to  connect  us  more  ic 
timalely,  and  to  make  every  part  hnrmonixe  fa 
ihe  poUie  good.  The  trade  which  I  consider  the 
next  best  for  a  nation  to  carry  on,  is  the  direci 
trade  for  home  consumption,  by  which  the  sur. 
plu<  produce  of  one  country  is  eichanzed  for  thai 
«r  another;  and  in  this,  as  in  every  branch  of 
trad^,  this  great  rule  will  be  adhered  to — buy 
cheap  aod  sell  dear  if  you  cao.  With  the  coast 
jng  aiul  direct  trade  agriculture  is  more  nearly 
connected  than  with  any  other.    But  a  nation 


may  be  agricultural  without  being  coounereiaL 
Tht  Swiss  cantons  and  Milan  were  of  ibis  de- 
scription, and  it  may  be  remarked  that  Milan  is 
ihe  moot  populous  country  in  Europe.  China  is 
said  to  be  ol  the  same  character;  but,  as  little  i> 
known  of  that  country,  I  «hall  not  quote  it  in  «•• 
lahlish  a  fact  which  u  clearly  established  by  the 
other  two.  A  country  may  also  be  commercial 
without  being  highly  agrtculiural,  as  was  the  eate 
wiih  Venice  and  tome  other  European  Powers. 
But  let  us. pursue  that  system  which  our  own  ex- 
perieDce  has  proved  to  be  the  best  for  the  United 
Stales ;  for,  since  the  adapiionof  the  present  Con- 
stitution, and  before  this  day,  we  have  bad  trying 
limes,  it  will  be  rememwred,  that  during  the 
French  Revolution,  we  had  complainis  agaiaat 
France.  Her  Government  issued  orders  of  wkick 
we  justly  complained;  one  of  them,  I  beliera, 
declared  all  the  produciioos  and  mamifacUirea  of 
Great  Britain  to  he  coutrahand  of  war;  this, if 
executed,  would  have  nearly  cut  off  all  oomrniMit- 
caiion  with  a  nation  with  whom  we  carried  oa 
the  greatest  trade.  What  did  we  then  dol  We 
.•em  Miaitters  to  Franoe,  with  two  of  wbotn  atie 
refuied  to  have  any  intercourse,  but  pretended  U 
be  willing  to  negotiate  with  the  other.  All  the 
isten  finally  returned'  home.  aod. we  took  balf 
^  measures  against  her,  which  are  the  worst  of 
all  measureB,Bad  which  produced  a  son  of  half 
war,  which  I  believe  Injured  nt  more  than  her— 
for  besides  the  actual  expense,  which  may  be  esti- 
mated at  not  less  than  S10,O0O,0O0,  it  nearly  ruiaed 
the  ngriciiliural  people- by  reducins  Ihe  pri<»  of 
produce;  flour  it  reduced  from  twelve  and  fbor- 
teen  dollars  per  barrel  to  six ;  and  tobacco,  from 
ten  and  twelve  dollars  per  hundred  to  three;  and 
it  had  no  doubt  the  itame  effect  on  other  arti- 
cle* of  exportation.  And  haw  were  we  relieved 
from  these  evils  T  We  again  sent  Uinleters,  who 
were  received,  and  they  made  a  treaty.  Beside* 
what  has  been  before  stated  of  ibe  eoaduet  of 
Great  Britain,  U  will  not  be  forgotten  that  abe 
declared  all  Prance  in  a  slate  of  blockade,  and 
thin  order  would  have  cut  off  all  commercial  in- 
lercourae  with  her,  who  then  wanted  much  of  on 
produce.  To  Great  Britain,  alto,  a  Minister  waa 
sent,  and  he  made  a  treaty,  lam  now  deMroni 
that  the  same  aieps  should  be  pursued  before  wa 
adopt  decisive  measures.  We  oaee  laid  an  em- 
bargo,  of  which  we  tired.  This  shows  thenecea* 
sity  of  acting  cautiously,  and  of  taking  no  meaa- 
ores  whicb  we  cannot  adhere  to.  All  the  gentlo- 
meo  who  hare  supported  the  fcsoiution  now  ui>- 
der  cooHideratioB,  have  expressed  doubt*  whether 
it  woold  produce  gftater  effecu  on  Britain  or 
ourselves.  Thix  it  surely  dot)bting  its  policy,  and 
If  its  policy  be  doubted  by  its  frienda,  what  ought 
to  be  the  result. of  our  inquiries,  especially  wbta 
it  is  believed  that  its  adoptioo  will  materially  in- 
jure one  pan  of  the  country,  aod  that  part  entir»- 
ly  agrictiliural?  Does  the  public  good,  aboat 
which  we  have  beard  ao  much,  retfoire  that  n 
measure  which  its  friends  seem  to  ihiok  of  doubt- 
ful pulicy,  ought  to  be  adopted,  when  notte  can 
diiubi  but  it  will  iojnre,  if  not  sacriGce,  the  reii 
interest  of  a  part  uf  the  community  1    Eumina 
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tke  report  of  ihe  SrercUrjr  of  tbs  Troiury,  >nd 
it  will,  at  ooe  gUnce,  ahow  from  what  quaner  the 
yrcat  export  ii  made  to  Qreat  Britain  ;  cut  off  the 
import,  and  you  will  lessen  the  pries  of  the  ex- 
port, if  it  shall  tieexporied.  But  we  are  told  that 
we  are  botiud  to  protect  cammeree,  tDcaniog,  1 
auppo»ej  that  this  resolution  must  be  adopted. 
Then  if  we  are  rmlly  bound,  and  there  is  ne  dis- 
ereltoD,  oothtng  of  eipedierie)',  there  is  do  ocoa- 
aioB  for  this  iaTestigation.  But  gcDtlerneo  well 
koDV,  that  on  erery  question,  discretion  may  and 
will  be  exercised.  But  hare  wb  realty  done  noih- 
iug  for  commerce  and  nsriMtionl  On  this  sab- 
ject  I  can  confidently  appeal  to  those  most  inter- 
ested. What,  since  the  adoption  of  the  present 
CoQsiitutioDi  nas  made  this  the  second  commer- 
cial nation  in  the  worldl  Before  that  we  bad 
fant  little  claim  to  the  ebaracler  of  a  commercial 
pwpie.  Has  not  the  protecting  duties  on  ibe  um- 
nage  of  fweign  reMcls,  and  on  goadt  imported  in 
tbem,  produced  the  effect?  They  hare  secared 
to  oar  ressels  the  carrying  otir  own  productions, 
which  encourages  naTigation  in  proportion  to 
their  balk.  Let  gentlemen  inquire  the  nomber  of 
MTgoes  which  tstMcco  and  cotton  alone  furnish 
the  Anerican  Tcssels.  Besides  this  encoarage- 
ment  given  to  otTigition,  baa  not  a  law  been 
pMMd  to  lavor  the  Bsberiea,  and  thereby  tn  form 
■ul«rs  for  Ibe  ow  of  the  mnehant  service  1  It 
nay  be  right  here  to  observe  that  I  neither  ap- 
yvoved  nor  voted  for  that  law,  but  no  attempt  has 
«ver  been  made  to  repeal  it.  This  is  the  encour- 
agement by  which,  during  a  lime  of  peace,  ws 
have  become  theaecond  commercial  nation  in  the 
world,  and  this  too  in  the  short  space  of  time  since 
the  adopliot)  of  the  present  Constitution — say,  if 
you  please,  since  the  3d  of  March,  1789.  One 
oaiiseqaence,  a  little  cnrious,  is  produced  by  this 
CDCouragement,  which  is  tbis:  When  Europe  is 
at  pMce,  the  protecting  duties  prevent  any  com- 
petition by  foreign  vessels  to  carry  our  prodoo- 
tiaos,  and  when  at  war,  so  many  of  onr  vessels 
oarrv  for  tbe  belligerent  naiioni,  that  freight  is 
nearly  as  high  with  lu  as  it  is  with  them,  so  that 
vhai  the  agricultutal  people  pay  in  time  of  peace 
to  eocourtige,  ihey  lose  the  benefit  of  when  En- 
rope  is  at  war,  and  when  it  is  nlusi  wanted. 

Among  the  argumcats  tirged  to  show  the  effect 
«f  this  measure  on  Qreat  Britain,  one  is  that  it 
will  insure  us  a  powerful  aid  in  that  country; 
that  the  British  mercbants  and  manursclurer*, 
whose  interest  will  be  seriously  affeoted,  will  give 
you  all  their  assitiance.  This  argument  has  been 
completely  answered  by  a  gentleman  from  Qeor- 
gta,  (Mr.BABLT.)  But  if  gentlemen  really  eako- 
uua  to  make  friends  on  the  other  side  of  the  water, 
it  seems  to  me  that  a  different  plan  would  prn- 
dace  more  effecL  Cut  off  all  intercourse  between 
tbem  and  us,  and  adhere  to  the  plan  long  enough, 
and  yon  will  find  the  merchants  and  naDufacio- 
r«ra  of  England,  joined  by  all  the  inhabtiants  of 
the  West  Indies,  to  have  the  intercourse  opened. 
The  Assembly  of  Jamaica  have  acknowledged 
that  they  cannot  gel  supplies  in  plenty  except 
irom  the  United  Slates;  but  this  plan  would  op- 
Muaas  much  oa  beef,  pork,  fish,  and  flour,  aa  on 


tobacco  or  coitoo.  But  this  would  be  too  strong 
for  them,  while  they  are  desirous  to  adopr  a  meas- 
ore  which  will  have  the  same  eSVcl  on  cotton  and 
tobacco.  What  is  this  but  a  sacrifice  of  a  part  of 
the  agricultural  interest  of  the  country  to  what 
they  believe  will  be  a  protection  for  the  carrying 
trade?  I  should  like  it  quite  as  well  if  the  attempt 
was  not  to  be  made  solely  at  the  risk  of  one  part 
of  the  Union.  The  evil  is  felt  in  one  part,  but 
the  remedy  is  to  be  applied  in  another.  Adopt 
general  measures,  which  will  operate  equally  in 
everv  part  of  the  country,  and  if  the  shoe  is  to 
pinch,  let  it  pinch  all  alike,  and  all  will  then  be 
willing  to  have  it  off  as  soon  as  possible. 

lam  willing  to  acknowledge  that  a  dollar  got 
by  this  carr)[in^  trade,  and  mode  the  property  of 
the  nation,  is  just  as  good  as  a  dollar  got  any 
other  way.  even  by  the  cultivation  of  land.  Bat 
does  it  follow  from  thence  that  yon  are  to  make 
more  sacrifices  to  gel  the  dollar  in  that  way  tbaa 
it  is  wnrib  t  I  think  not.  Tbe  atJopiion  of  th« 
resolution,  besides  ii*  unjust  and  partial  operation, 
will  considerably  effect  the  revenue,  and  no  ways 
and  means  are  proposed  to  meet  any  deficiency. 
On  the  prexent  question  we  risk  a  revenue  of  ten 
millions  of  dollars  raised  on  the  consumption  of 
foreisa  articles  in  the  Union,  to  gain — what?  (I 
speak  only  of  revenue)  an  additional  sum  of 
9850,000,  which  additional  sum  you  will  lose  as 
soon  as  you  depart  from  yonr  neutrality.  It  is 
asked  azain  and  again,  if  we  have  not  a  right  lo 
tbe  trade  aboal  which  so  much  has  been  said? 
If  the  doctrine  that  free  ships  should  make  free 
goods  bad  obuined,  there  could  be  no  doubt  on 
the  question ;  but  I  mean  not  to  examine  the  right 
but  the  effect  of  tbe  resolution ;  nor  do  I  mean  to 
deny  that  the  trade  is  of  some  use  to  the  nation. 
Merchants  would  not  so  anxiously  pursue  it,  if 
they  made  no  profit  by  it;  and  their  profit  adds  to 
the  national  ktock,  and  may  affect  the  price  of 
native  articles  offered  for  sale.  I  am  also  willing  to 
acknowledge  that  a  cargo  of  flour  or  any  other  Dft> 
tire  production  sent  to  the  West  Indiei,  and  there 
fairly  exchanged  for  sugar,  and  Ibe  sugar  brought 
home,  that  the  sugar  it  as  much  ours  as  the  pro- 
duce ol  our  own  soil,  and  this  sagar  so  obtained 
we  have  a  right  to  carry  lo  those  that  may  want 
it  Bat  ibe  question  before  the  Commiiiee  is  not 
a  question  of  right,  but  of  expediency.  Is  the  pro- 
teciion  which  will  be  given  lo  this  carrying  Imd^  _ 
by  Ibe  adoption  of  Ihe  resolution,  of  that  son  anil ' 
of  sneh  certainty,  as  to  justify  tiie  adoptiua  of  a 
measure,  which  will  operate  excessively  hard  on 
one  part  of  the  Union  1  The  rigbt  of  deposit  at 
New  Orleans  before  we  purchased  the  coUDiry, 
was  cerisioly  as  weU  established  as  our  ri^ht  to 
carry  coffee  and  sugar  to  France  and  Spain,  or 
anywhere  else — it  was  a  right  acknowledged  by 
treaty.  Bnt  when  the  deposit  was  refused,  what 
did  we  do?  we  look  pacific  measures,  and  succeed* 
ed.  Weheard  then  much  about  honor  and  dignity, 
and  that  it  was  our  duty  to  enforce  our  right  by 
armi;  but  notwilhisianding  ail  this,  we  adopted  no 
meanure  like  the  nrestni ;  we  then  acted  for  the 
general  welfare.  Does  ii  follow,  because  I  am  0{h 
posed  lo  the  reaolution,  that  1  am  unwilling  foe 
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<Hir  cJiizcBS  to  owo  resEebl  It  docs  ooi.  I  *ni 
willing  ihey  ma^  have  u  many  «,s  ihaj  pleate, 
■Dd  do  wliat  ibty  pleue  with  them,  to  that  they 
do  DUE  iDTolretne  naiioQ  ja  war  bf  them.  On 
thi»  Buhjeci  the  iQterast  of  the  hiiiiba.DdiiiaD  id 
Urn  Hampjihire  aad  Giior^ia  are  the  same. 

The  geotlemBD  wbe  introduoed  the  re&otBiiDO 
ezprwsed  a  wish,  tliat  do  paity  or  get^raphicil 
feelinga  should  bu  brought  inio  ibe  debalv.  if 
there  wa*  do  cause  for  geographieal  feelioci,  whf 

ihoD   wiah,  or  why   an-' -l—o     r..   .i._ 

report  of  the  Secretary 


ined,  aad  it  will  be 
IbiftfeeliDg;  indeed  the 
.documeot  by  a  geniit 
£arlv)  must  have 


ipaie  themi  Let  ihi 
the  TreaEOry  be  ezsra- 
ihat  there  is  cause  for 
,  made  from  that 
from  Qmrgia  (Mr. 
Dcfd  all  oftbe  partial 


aperatioD  of  the  ruolution.  Oa  the  fini  page  al 
the  report  it  ^peara,  Ibai  the  annual  exporis  to 
Oreat  Briiain  and  her  dependencies  are  eatimated 
•t  about  9l5fi9Q.00O.  of  which  sum,  tobacco  and 
cotton  aloDeraak«t8  8S0,000;  it  also appean,  that 
we  exported  to  the  dominions  of  QreJttvBrilain  in 
BDrop«,for  each  of  the  three  jiears  ending  DB  30lh 
of  September:— in  ISOS,  the  Mim  of  »13,066.53I; 
«nd  that  cotton,  tobacco,  rice,  pitch,  tar,  snd  Fosia, 
Dade  of  that  Hum  88,485,762;  in  1603,  iheaum  of 
•16,469,864,  aod  that  [bes»me  artidea  made  of 
that  Kum,  |Lll,912,4»3;  in  1804,  tbe  sum  of  (U,- 
?87&59,  sad  iLati^the  same  articles  madeoftoai 
aura,  t9,443,807.  These  -articles  we  selected,  be- 
catiae  they  ate  the  produce  oi  oite  seciion  of  tbe 
(JoioD.  The  same  part  of  the  coontry  producca 
the  fuHowiag  aniclesid  commoD  with  other  parts 
of  ibe  DatioD,  but  the  proponioa  of  each  is  not 
known:  flour,  wheat,  berf,  pork,  staves,  beading, 
ioaidis  plaok,  Kantling,  timber,  flaxseed,  skiaa, 
was,  hams,  bacon,  tanpeaiine,  apirils,  lard,  and 
Indian  meal,  and  I  may  add,  picVled  fish  g  some 
■f  these  articles  are  carried  to  the  Mid^  and 
{kerbapt  to  the  Hasteni  States,  and  are  there  ex- 
ported, or  coaenmed;  and.  If  eooiuraed,  enable 
itiem  to  export  mor«  of  their  own  productioBs. 

Jt  baa  bmn  aaid,  that  we  hare  no  complaint 
sgaiost  any  nalion,  except  Great  Britain.  I  wish 
laoBt  sincerely  we  bad  not,  and  that  all  naiioM 
would  act  as  honestly  towsrds  us.«s  we  have  done 
■nd  are  willine  to  do  towards  tb«m  ;  but  in  ea- 
ttnining  this  stihject,  we  ought  not  to  deceive  our- 
•dves;  truth,  and  tr(itb  alone,  should  beourain 
and  Kuide. 

Have  we  do  eomplaiats  agaiast  Pmoee  and 
£)>a  in, for  the  conduct  of  eorae  of  their  people  on  [he 
oeeao}  I  mean  not  to  say  a  word  eboni  the  eon- 
duct  of  ooe  of  them  on  our  B oath weslim  frontier. 
Whalbasbeeo  the  practioe  at  Coba?  totaheoor 
Tessets  and  sdt  them  and  their  cargoes,  whether 
with  or  without  a  trial  I  know  not.  The  owseri, 
1  believe,  have  geDerally  lost  both  veasel  and- cargo. 
And  bow  haveibeytiealed  your  seamen?  turned 
^em  on  the  first  shore  they  could,  and  left  tbem 
to  get  home  as  they  could.  But  it  may  be  said, 
this  is  done  by  picarooas,  and  without  tbe  consent 
of  their  GoverDroents,  and  that  these  OuTerDiQCots 
do  Dot  jui^tify  those  who  act  in  this  piratical  way. 
The  GuverBmeoi  of  Cuba  miKt  have  knowledge 
of  these  Cacta;  they  are  evBOniWd  Coo  near  it, 


and  ioafrei]aeDily,to  remain  long  nnkoowBi  aad 
we  cannot  have  forgot  that  Captains  Murray  and 
Chauncey  have  both  very  lately  been  cruising 
on  our  owD  coasts  to  drive  these  picaroons  fron 
it;  beeidesaLl  thia,  we  have  heard,  that  a  Freneb 
fleet  lately  burjii  all  the  Amarioaa  vessels  it  na«t 
to  prevent  their  giving  information  of  the  oouiae 
it  was  steering.  .'In  this  ease  they  treated  the 
crews  well,  at  least  1  have  not  heard  to  the  con- 
trary, and  promised  to  pay  for  the  property  da- 
stmyed.  No  one  will  contend  that  the  fieei  iiad 
a  rigbt  to  destroy  this  pro^ny.  These  faou  mn 
not  stated  to  exculpate  Great  Bntaio,  but  toehow 
that  gentlemen  ate  miataken,  when  they  aay  me 
have  DO  compleiou  excesl  against  Eaglandi 
against  her,  1  agree  with  ibe  gentleoMa,  we  haw 
well  fooDded  eomplainta. 

Tbe  gentleman  first  np,  from  PeiBi>sylTaaia,Jsa8 
observed,  that  the  contraband  trade  was  geaeraHr 
carried  on  by  forcignefB.  [Mr.  GBsaa  explaineJ, 
and  said  he  nad  observed  that  be  beliered  tbisto 
be  the  case  in  maay  instances.] 

Mr.  Uacon.— I  iibaak  tbe  gentletBaa  for  tbe  ea- 

ElattatioD,  as  1  have  no  wish  to  misstate  Whath^ 
een  observed,  hut  the  difiereaee  in  the  stateneat 
will  not  aSect  the  qoeatioo,  that  forcigocn  maf 
be  eoncerned  both  io  iUieitand  coMralMmd  trade. 
I  have  no  doubt  bot  there  ane  some  facta  ki>a«« 
to  ell,  that  wJlabow,  tba  iV  hen  beside*  forcigaaea 
have  beea  cenccvned  in  busioeaa  Dot  the  moat  hon- 
orable. TbepelitioBoflNtekliD«iidOriSih,<UHr 
before  ibeHouie,coQiaiDB the proa£,thaian  Amea- 
iean,  with  an  American  r9gi&ier,«oveTeda  veaMl 
for  a  fore igoer,  wboarmed  voaaeblofigbttheJrwnjr 
iato  tbe  St.  Dotpingo4rade.  I  have  heard  it  waa 
Bot  a  fWeigDe'r  but  an  Amwrieaa  who  fitted  «at 
tbe  Leaniler  lor  Miranda.-aad  who  by  thseact  rnp 
tbe  risk  of  eoaamiULDg  tbe  pea«e  of  tira  etmaivf. 
i  Boderrtood  that  it  wasen  Amenean.  In  ataiaag 
these  faetslneaB  ooMflectianoD  (he raerchanie; 
they,  like  every  olberclassin  the  coiamanMy,bajn 
amDngthero90od,faad,aodtodiSereat.  Tbeanwa 
genlLemaa  said  he  waa  not  willing  lo  pre«e(t  ibe 
wild  carrying  trade.  1  biiow  not  wlwi  this  wU 
trade  la,  unlcaa  it  be  ibat  which  will  involre  (bs 
aalion  in  war ;  it  is  not  the  cennabaod,  bacMiaa 
that  DO  oae  will  proCeet. 

k  has  alao  been  said,  that  if  we  adopt  the  reso- 
lolioD,  and  cannot  get  what  we  waat  from  Great 
Britain, we  will  maaubciure  foroufselves.  Thia 
souads  well  on  this  floor,  but  I  very  much  doabttbe 
practicability  oftnakiog  this  nation  maau&etuM 
lor  iLtelf,  while  we  have  land  eaoagh  for  every  )b- 
dustriooB  cilistti  to  become  a  laaa  holder,  aad  a 
tnltiratoT  of  (be  soiL  CooDectieut  and  Maaaar 
ehtuetts  have  tried  tbe  experimeat,  and  both  wii^ 
out  success,  aod  both  on  erileles  in  which  it  waa 
rocnt  likely  (o  soeoeed  ;  if  these  Stales,  with  tbck 
population,  could  not  succeed,  what  chance  of  aao> 
cexs  is  there  in  other  States  t  The  praccieabilitr 
ought  to  be  aatiifartorily  ahown  betoro  we  «aMr 
on  (be  fJan.  It  may,  as  has  been  aaid,  prevent 
our  wives  (torn  wearing  silk  gowos.and  ouraelrea 
from  wearing  broadcloth ;  whether  it  wilt  prudaee 
thia  tSeni  is  tjuite  uncertain  ;  faahioo  ia  as  giwat 
a  tymat  ••  aay  we  have  to  «oairad  with ;  it  will, 
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I  fear,  be  difficult  to  dectroy  ita  influenoe,  by  leEi*- 
IsiiDK-  Tbe  geDilenuiD  from  PeniisflvaQia  (Mr. 
Smiue)  and  myself,  plain  as  we  are,  ace  both 
obliged  in  tome  degree  to  yield  lo  ii ;  we  fsd  no 
mote  coDtend  wiih  it,  tbeo  we  can  fljr  to  Eur(^. 

Thegentteman  fromMaMachuKetiig  (Mr.  Cjtow- 
MINSBiBLii)  has  told  03,  that  ifae  bslaooe  of  trade 
betweeo  this  country  sod  Great  Bmaio  is  ten  or 
twelve  millioQi  anauatly  againit  ua,  and  endea- 
vors to  Huppoit  the  assertion  by  tbe  report  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury.  It  is  (rue  that  there- 
port  stales  a  balance  against  us  of  $11,710,000,  and 
lht3  tbe  Secretary  atlempta  [o  account  for ;  no 
doubl  he  bas  dpne  U  as  well  as  it  can  be  ioat  froia 
custott^-house  books.  But  surely  eveiy  ape  mtisi 
be  conrineed,  that  you  caiuiot  rely  on  them  fur 
tbe  balance  of, trade;  tbis  balance  is  always  a  se- 
cret, and  depends  mucli  on  ihe«oooomy  and  in- 
dnsiry  of  those  coQcaroed  in  tiade.  Is  |t  poKsible 
tbat  this  balance  can  really  be  against  iu,«nd  that 
it  has  been  against  (IF  ever  lince  the  esiahlishmeat 
of  ifae  present  Constiiation,  and  ibai  o'ureommer- 
ciaf  intercourse  should  be  coostaiilly  iQcreaiiag 
viih  that  nation  1  It  seama  tome  to  beimposiible. 
If  the  balant^  was  really  so  aaoch  againxt  ua,  our 
aMTcbants  would  have  lopg  since  declined  the 
Uade.  There  is  a  trade  carried  on  with  the  Bf  it- 
isD  dominions  io  the  East^Ddies  from  the  United 
States  .which  appears  by  the  report  to  be  mdre 
agatDsi  us  than  thai  jiist  menlioned, and  lam  sure 
that  the  genllemaa  irom  Massachusetts  will  not 
say  that  the  balance  of  that  is  wiainsi  us.  The 
lipDual  exports  to  which  are  $130,000,  aiid  tb« 
MduhI  imports  $3,530,000.  Here  is  a  greater  bal- 
ance appearing agaiost  as.  than  tbai  elated  by  him, 
beoause  the  whole  eiporte  to  the  first  have  been 
^Wled  .10  be  $15,690,000,  and  tbe  whole  imporu 
ve  027,400,000.  Tbe  India  trade  I  have  always 
ouderstoud  was  very  profitable,  perhaps  as  much 
•o  a»  any  carried  on  from  the  United  State*.  But 
^  aame  report  infotms  us,  that  on  the  wbok 
trade  of  tbe  nation  there  appears  ^o  be  a  balaoee 
a^inst  OS,  of  96.855,000.  Can  ibere  be  anything 
more  osioaishing  than  this  and  is  it  not -evident 
Ibat  no  reliance  can  be  placed  on  tbe  cast um-house 
J>ookB  for  tbe  balance  of  trade  t  Look  at  the  peo- 
ple, happy  and  prosperous  beyond  exasaple ;  ■all 
classes  doing  well;  the  old  part  of  the  country 
^pidly  iroptoTtngi  ibenewseulifig  with  unheard- 
of  success;  the  villages  growing  into  towns,  and 
the  towns  becoming  cities ;  and  all  this  with  the 
ust  stentianed  balance  against  us.  Pbilosapbers 
andsiateHmen  may  talk  about  the  balance  of  trade, 
but  if  they  confine  themselves  to  the  infotmaiiott 
to  bederived  from  custom-bouse  books,  they  might 
as  well  read  Robioson  Crusoe. 

The  same  gentleman  said,  if  war  sboutd  come, 
tie  could  uke  more  from  Great  Britain  than  she 
GOO(d  from  UB ;  that  we  had  done  so  in  ibe  Revo- 
Intiooary  war.  Without  inquiring  into  pasi  cap- 
tuies,  let  us  examine  the  situation  of  both,  at  both 
periods.  We  are  certainly  much  stronger  now 
Ifaao  we  were  at  any  time  during  the  war;  we 
have  moremen,  and  more  tonnage,  and  more  prop- 
erly on  the  ocean  j  and  coald,  if  the  same  naval 
lipice  eottld  Jk  had  to  qpenteoDtlw  Britiih  oa*y, 


now  as  then,  nearly  destroy  her  commeree.  Bnt 
this  cannot  be  had.  At  that  time  the  navies  of 
F(Bnce,BnBin,andHoliand,  werealluniledagaioat 
her,  and  IDe  navies  of  the  two  first  fur  some  lime 
disputed  poBseui  on  of  the  channel  with  hers.  The 
navies  of  these  are  now  gone.  Bui,  besides,  tbe 
armed  neutrality  acted  qpun  b«r  like  a  powerful 
serew ;  under  ibe  prewure  of  all  ibese  Hhe  nearly 
Konk  toward  the  latter  end  of  the  war.  Pliyfair'i 
Palitioal  Atlas  fully  demonstrates  ihis.  No  doubt 
in  ea»eofwar,by  privateering, weconldtak*  many 
of  be*  vessels ;  suppoae..w«  took  more  of  bar  ves- 
fds  (ban  she  did  of  oiks,  wonid  this  be  a  commerce 
that  would  be  beaeficial  lo  a^ricuhute,  or  to  the 
merchants  engaged  in  eipwting  by  fair  and  reo- 
plar  trade  the  nrodaotioiiB  of  the  conntry  1  No^ 
it  would  not.  to  the  regular  trade  everything  is 
certain,  in  tbe  other' all  uncertain. 

It  has  been  Mwd  we  miahi  seqiucler  the  debts 
dne  from  this  country  to  Britain,  and  thus  iodenii- 
nify-avrselTes.  This,  I  sever  will  consent. lo,  to 
long  as  the  treaty  made  by  Mr.  Jay  is  in  force ; 
however!]  may  disapprove ibat  instrument,  I  con- 
•ider. the' faith  ef  tbe  naiioo  aa  mueh  pledged  by 
it,  as  il  can  be  by  any  engagement  she  can  enter 
into  with  any  foreign  Power.  But,  it  has 'been 
olMerred,  that  we  may  repeal  the  treaty,  and  thus, 
I  suppose,  get  clear  tn  the  objection  to  Bequesira* 
lion,  which  is  derived  -  from  it.  We  have  once 
More  tried  this  plan  of  rr>peaKng  a  trealy,  with 
Other  half-war  measures;  but  ibe  repeal  did  not 
produce  any  conscfoencc  faToMble  to  the  United 
gtaiae.  Suppose  you  repeal  the  treaty  by  law, 
md  ttWn  undertake  to  negotiate,  and  your  Minis- 
ters are  jksked,  are  you,  in  coosequenee  of  the  re- 
peal,'at  war  7  What  answer  will  be  given?  This 
treaty,  too,  pr«videi  against  scqueatraiion  iaeaaa 
of  actual  war;  what  opinions  civilians  end  jiiriate 
may  entertain  of  the  repeal  of  *Dcb  tieatv,  Tknow 
not.  But,he  ihiaas  it  joay,  I  never  will  ooaaenl 
to  aid  in  .blasting  the  fiiir  lame  which  this  nation 
has  deservedly  aeqvired  for  bonoaiy  and  fair  deal* 
ing';  in  ibii  she  is,  in  -my  opinioD,  inferior  to 
iMDe.  I  sincerely  hope  the  geniteman  who  used 
the  expression,  will,  from  his  known  candor,  i>b 
rcieotioB,  take  it  back. 

I  verv  sincerely  r^n'et  thai  a  gefit4emaa  from 
Pennsylvania,  (Mr.  Skilib,)  ascribed  to  a  senlk- 
meat  dellveied  by  a  genllemao  from  Virginia, 
J.  Randolph,}  a  teodoitay  to  dissolve  the 
n.  In  roy  mind,  it  bad  no  such  tendency. 
The  dissolution  of  this  Union  ought  not,  I  con- 
ceivev  10  he  mentioned  in  this  House  on  any  pra- 
(Mce  whatever,  and  certainly  ought  not  to  be 
hinted  at  on  sUghl  ground*.  I  believe  every  State 
and  every  part  of  the  eooittry  attached  to  the 
Union.  Indeed,  the  Union  nay  be  compared  to 
a  chain,  the  value  of  which  depends  on  its  being 
whole,  but  may  be  destroyed  bv  takittg  any  one  of 
its  links  away  ■,  end,  whoever  breaks  the  chain  by 
which  tbe  Slates  are  linked  together,  will  raoder 
tbe  whole  people  miserable. 

I  eerae  now  to  ibai  part  of  tbe  snbject  where 
every  man  must  feel  the  injury  done  to  bis  felr 
low-citisens.  I  mean  the  irapreaimeot  of  ouf 
tmaao.    la  there  a  fMher  who  doeanat  fed  this  7 
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No;  not  one  in  the  nation ;  and  ihal  miD  who 
shall  deviBe  a  eanain  Temedjr  for  this  evil,  will 
deserve  ibe  thanks  of  hi*  coaoir]?;  he  will,  indeed, 
be  tts.greaiefll  beoefacior;  he,  like  the  irapressed 
anjlor,  will  have  a  place  id  ibe  leoderest  part  ol' 
the  hearta  oT  his  coBnlrymeo,  IT  a  plan  to  pre- 
vent this  injury  was  ODJf  made  known,  the  very 
knowledge  of  the  plan  would  put  an  end  to  the 
injury.  But  can  semlemen  iieriously  believe  (bat 
the  adoption  of  tne  resolution  will  produce  this 
effect  ?  The  meaos  are  not  adequate  to  the  end, 
I  conceive  ;  at  leasi^  it  reijiaiBs  tti  be  shown  that 
they  are.  1  will,  without  hesitation,  state  what  I 
believe  to  be  the  best  remedy  for  the  evil.  It  is 
this;  to  agree  with  Qreat  Britain  that  neither 
country  shall  employ  ihe  aailors  of  the  other;  and 
lo  agree,  also,  on  the  proof  that  shall  be  required 
OD  both  sides ;  we  might  expect  that  Qreat  Brit- 
ain would  adhere  to  an  agreement  of  this  kibd, 
because  it  would  be  her  interest  to  do  so,  and  on 
ber  ioierest  alone,  I  should  rely.  In  considering 
this  subject,  we  must  look  at  things  asiheyteally 
arc.aod  aoi  as  we  would  wist^  them  to  be.  The 
British  Oovernment  exercise  the  right,  or  rather 
the. power,  of  impresaioff  their  sailors ;  sad,  I  be- 
lieve, io  time  of  war,  of  prohibiting  their  going 
into  foreign  service.  Under  these  circumstan-. 
ees,  it  may  be  advisable  for  us  not  to  emploj 
them,  not  with  Stan  ding  we  may  do  it  with  t^ieir 
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they  would  not  be  willing,  is  it  not  clear  they 
would  employ  British  sailors  at  the  risk  of  having 
ours  impressed?  On  this  subject  it  might  not  be 
improper  to  state  that,  I  have  been  Wormed,  in 
aome  parts  of  the  worJd,  csrtiGcates  of  persons  be" 
iag  American  citizens  are  sold,  and  that  the  mar- 
ket has  been  well  supplied.  I  have  also  been  in- 
formed that  a  British  officer  in  Philadelphia 
actually  procured  one  fur  the  purpose  of  eaabling 
him  to  go  home.  This  favored  Qreat  Britain.  I 
have  given  thia  inforinatioo,  to  show  that  others, 
kesides  citizens,  may  obtain  certiOcates.  ImpTe's- 
tpenis,  I  fear,  can  only  be  prevented  by  negotia- 
tion )  indeed,  I  have  heard  thai  the  two  Qovera- 
mentshave  been  engaged  on  this  interesting  anb- 
jecl.  I  hope  it  will  be  resumed,  and  that  it  will 
end  in  securing  to  our  countrymen  their  safety  on 
the  ocean. 

We  are  told  that  the  nation  calls  for  strong 
measures,  that  the  President  has  recommended 
tbera,  and  that  men  of  the  greatest  talents  think 
them  requisite.  This  may  be  true,  but  as  I  have 
net. her  seen  nor  heard  of  this  call  of  the  talion. 
aad  as  1  4o  not  know  (he  opinions  of  others,  1 
ahall  certainly  pursue  my  own.  Tha  first  Mes- 
sage of  the  President  to  Congress,  most  unques- 
tionably pninted  as  strong  toward  Spain,  as  it  did 
toOreat  Britain;  and,  hitherto,  but  little  has  been 
said  about  the  usage  we  received  from  her.  But 
the  recummendatiun  of  the  President  alone,  is  not 
alwaysa  gO'  d  reason  fur  legislating,IappreheDd, 
because  every  Prenideot  bas 'recommended  stth- 
Jacu  fot  Ihe  C»iuiilerati<M  of  Cof^rcsi,  on  whioh 


no  act  was  ever  passed.  If  ever  Ihe  liberties  of 
this  nation  are  destroyed  by  strong  mi^asures,  it 
will  be  when  the  recommendation  of  the  Presi- 
dent shall  alone  be  deemed  good  cause  for  their 
adoption.  At  present,  we  have  choice  of  all  tfae 
resolutions  on  the  table,  notwithstanding  all  that 
has  been  said  in  favor  of  the  one  now  under  con- 
sideration. No  doubt  can  be  entertained,  bnt  the 
mover  of  each  tbioki  his  own  the  bent  Prom 
the  number,  it  would  seem  there  was  □□difficulty 
io  finding  remedies  for  the  injuries  we  hare  re- 

Again  :  we  must  adopt  this  resolution,  or  ire 
shall  be  degraded.  This  k  no  new  phrase  tome; 
I  hare  formerly  heard  it  so  often,  and  on  ao many 
occasions,  that  I  hare  become  a  sort  of  a  skeptic 
on  it.  We  tball  not  be  degraded  by  living  in 
peace  with  all  the  world.  We  shall  not  be  de- 
graded by  not  fbllowing  the  example  of  the  Eu- 
ropean nations,  by  rushing  into  war,  on  every  op- 
portunity that  may  ofler.  War  is  nothing  birt 
another  name  for  blood  and  taxes;  "we  ahall  not 
be  degraded,  being  free  and  happy  at  home;  bat 
we  shall  be  degraded,  if  we  fail  in  paying  the  na- 
tional debt,  or  if  we  refuse  to  observe  treaties 
constitution  ally,  made.  This  will  be  the  worst 
kind  of  degradation,  because  it  wilt  proceed  from 
a  want  of  morality.  In  order  to  induce  as  to 
adopt  the  resolution,  we  are  seriously  told  that 
the  revenue  is  derived  from  commerce.  This  1  de- 
ny, and  say  [hat  it  is  derived  from  the  whole  labor 
of  the  community.  Stop  the  laborer  in  his  field, 
and  the  revenue  isgone.  Commerce  is  useful,  it  is 
the  means  by  which  our  productions  Breezebaag- 
ed  for  the  productions  of  other  countries. 

It  has  beeti  said  that  Ihe  land  tax  overthrew 
one  Administration  ;  adopt  this  measure,  and  yon 
may  possibly  overthrow  another.  I  doubt  whethu 
the  gentleman  who  made  the  assertion  is  alioge- 
ther  correct  in  point  of  fact;  it  may  have  aided, 
but  other  laws  were  passed, which  undoubtedly  had 
more  effect,  and  were  more  obnoxious  in  tbe  part 
of  the  country  where  I  live.  I  mean  the  attempt 
to  Taiieanarmy  withoot  an  actual  war;  an  army 
of  officers,  almost  without  soldiers ;  the  Alien  and 
Sedition  laws.  It  was  also  said,  we  were  pledged 
to  protect  this  carrying  trade.  This  reminds  ma 
ofwhati  once  heard  said  before,  which  is  this: 
that  we  were  pledged  to  pay  Ihe  gaieries  of  certain 
judges,  after  tbe  Taw  was  repealed  under  which 
iher  were  appointed.  I  believe  we  are  as  much 
pledged  in  one  ca»e  as  in  the  other,  and  not  more ; 
1  know  of  nothing  binding  in  this  conatrjr,  except 
the  CoBstitution  and  tfae  laws.  A  majority  of 
both  Houses  of  Congress  may  pass  a  law  to  give 
the  carrying  trade  what  protection  they  pleas& 
and  that  law  will  he  binding.  We  are  also  callea 
on  to  become  the  champions  of  the  laws  of  ac- 
tions, as  if  all  nations  would  at  once  agree  with 
us  what  these  laws  really  are,  end  as  if  a  majority 
of  them  adhered  to  their  principles;  when  we 
know  that  scarcely  a  nation  in  Europe  pays  any 
regard  to  them ;  and  that  thej  will,  at  different 
limes,  entertain  different  opinioos  on  the  tama 
subject.  Have  not  most  of  them  formerly  de- 
clared, that  free  ships  should  make  free  goods,  aad 
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bare  not  •one  of  the  sutw  natiom  N5efr  given  up 
the  priseifrie?  Before  w«  oDderiake  this  bnai-' 
neva,  would  it  not  be  pradent  to  endeaTor  to  laeei- 
tain  liie  opiaioni  i^  oihei  drIiodb,  whose  iniereil 
my  be  most  like. our  own  ?  I  wish  do  alliance 
with  any  of  tbem  ;  but,  if  all  the  naliooi  of  £a- 
rope  iboDJd  be  willing  to  ^ield  the  priDciple 
wbiefa  we  are  desirous  to  maiotain,  no  man  will 
be  mad  eaoggh  to  say  weousht  to  contend  for  it. 
There  is  certBinlyB  great  difTerence  of  opinion 
as  to  the  oature  of  Ibe  measure.  Some  thiulcita 
warmeesure;  others  thai  it  may  lead  towar.aod 
others  again,  consider  it  entirely  pacific.  With- 
out atteiDpting  now  to  inquire  which  of  the  ttuee 
opinions  is  otosi correct, it  iseufficieotforioe,  that 
I  beliere  it  will  not  produce  the  effect  ioiended. 
•ad  thai  ila  operation  on  the  United  Stales  will 
be  partial.  It,  bowevsr,  it  iihould  be  adopted,  and 
produce  war,  that  war  we  must  support  with  all 
our  aireogib  ;  and  if  h  produce  a  g^>od  efieel,  I, 
for  oae,  will  rejoice  as  much  aa  any  mao  in  this 
House.  A  great  manf  appeal*  have  been  made 
to  ihe  inirii  of  1776 ;  that  spirit  was  not  only  the 
apirit  of  liberty,  but  also  of  magnanimity  and  jus- 
tice; all  the  measures  then  taken,  operated  equal- 
ly OB  e*ery  part  ofthe  Unioo. 

It  is  said,  this  is  tbe  right  time  to  settle  all  onr 
disputes  wi lb  Great  Britain,  because  the  is  now 
bard  pushed.  If  we  wish''  to  make  a  treaty  that 
may  he  lasiinE,  we  ought  not  U>  take  any  unjust 
adrautaite  of  her  siiuaiion  ;  if  we  do,  whenever 
she  shall  be  free  from  her  present  embarrassments, 
■be  will  be  discontented  and  restless  under  it,  and 
nerer  satisfied  until  she  gets  clear  of  ii.  The  true 
rule  for  us,  is  lo  lake  no  advantage,  and  in  all 
cases  to  act  JDstly. 

I  agree  in  opinion  with  the  gentleman  from 
PcDDsylrania,  (Mr.  Bmiub,)  that  war  destroys 
tbe  morals  of  the  people.  Hence,  I  was  greaily 
surprised  when  he  followed  ibis  correct  sentiment 
with  an  assertion,  that  he  would  rather  hare  war 
tbati  loss  of  national  honor.  This  tbiog  ealled 
DaiioDal  honor  has  roined  more  ihan  half  the  peo- 
ple in  the  world,  and  baa  almoiit  banished  liberty 
and  happiness  from  Europe. .  Destroy  tbe  morals 
of  the  people,  and  we  may  play  over  such  agame 
of  war  as  has  been  played  in  Fiance;  noihing 
less  than  lo  perpetuate  the  liberty  and  happiness 
of  tbe  nation  ought  to  induce  us  to  go  to  war. 

It  is  a  little  remarkable  that  the  United  Stales 
hare,  ainpe  the  adoption  of  tbe  present  Coostitu- 
tiOB.  beeome  the  second  commercial  Power  in  the 
world  )  wk«D,  if  we  believe  tbe  public  prints,  she 
kaatoct  capiial  enoBgh  id  have  ruineil  ibe  moat 
wealthy  nation  in  Europe.  Million  after  million 
ia  toat,  and  yet  her  prosperity  is  uoricalled,  either 
in  aoeieot  or  modem  times.  1  know  full  well 
that,  aeeording  to  the  opinions  of  the  writers  on 
lbs  laws  of  nalioni,  we  have  insi  cause  of  srar 
against  Great  Britain.  1  also  know  as  well,  that 
we  have  hereioTore  had  aa  good  a  eause  of  war 
against  both  Qreat  BiiUin  and  France.  We  then 
preferred  peace — tbe  result  has  been  prosperity. 
What  destroyed  the  prosperily  and  liberty  of 
Vwico,  oT  Cknoa,  uid  of  HoUuid  t    Wvi^  utd 


w*rs,  too,  graeraUy  undertaken  to  protect  the  car- 
rying trade. 

[It  being  now  about  half  past  three  o'clock, Mr: 
Stilus  soegested  tbe  proprieijr  of  an  adjouro- 
meoi,  ia  which  the  Housa  aequicKed,  on  the  io- 
timaiioo  of  Mr.  Macon  thai  indispMiiion  disa- 
bled him  from  finishidg  the  remarks  which'  hi 
wished  to  offer.  J 

Tdesdat,  March  11. 

Thft  Spbakcr  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
and  peiitiqn  from  Arthur  St.  Clair,  prayiog  lo  be 
heard  at  ihe  bar  of  the  House  in  support  of  his 
peliiion,  presented  to  ibis- House  at  toe  present 
session ;  wbicb  were  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on 
tbe  table. 

Mr.  Qreoo,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Pub- 
lic Iiands  lo  whom  were  referred,  on  the  eigb- 
le«ith  and  tweDiy-fuunb  of  December  last,  two 
Delitions  of  Edwin  Lewis;  and  on  ihe  iweniy- 
fourih  of  January  last,  two  petition*  of  sundry  in- 
habitants of  the  Mississippi  Xetrilory  ;  and,  als<^ 
a  memorial  of  the  Lcfislativa  Council  and  Hotue 
of  Represeo  tat  ires  of  the  said  Territory  ;  made  ■ 
report  thereon  ;  wbiob  was  read,  and  referred  to 
a  Committee  of  Ihe  Whole  on  Thursday  nest. 

Mr.  Gbeoo,  from  the  same  Commiliee,  to  whom 
was  referred,  on  tbe  Iwenly-fourlh  of  January  last, 
the  petition  of  suudry  inhabiiants  of  the  couoiy 
of  Washingloo,  in  tbe  Mississippi  Territory,  made 
a  report  thereon ;  which  was  read  and  considered : 
Whereupon, 

Regolved,  That  tbe  prayer  of  the  petiiioDers,so 
lar  as  respects  locating  a  section  other  than  num- 
ber sixteen,  in  each  township,  where  ihat  number 
is  not  vacant,  and  for  locating  a  section  in  adjoin- 
ing towo'bips.  for  the  support  of  schools  in  such 
lownsbipi  as  have  uo  vaeani  lands,  is  reasonable^ 
and  onght  to  be  granted. 

RtaMvtd,  That  the  prayer  of  the  petiiionn*,  so 
far  as  respect*  exonerating  individual  clainaBt* 
from  the  expense  of  having  their  •urveya  cxaco- 
ted ;  and  so  far,  alco,  a*  Jt  relates  to  an  applic»- 
tion  for  a  tract  of  land  od  the  Tombigbee,  oagbt 
not  to  be  eraated. 

Onitmd,'  That  a  bill  or  bills  be  brought  in,  pur* 
BDaot  to  the  first  resoltition;  and  that  the  Com- 
mittee on  tbe  Public  Lands  do  prepare  and  bring 
in  the  eame. 

On  motion,  it  was 

Retoloed,  Tha  Committee  of  Commerce  and 
Manufactures  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  tbe 
expediency  of  altering  the  law  in  relation  to  the 
entrance  and  clearance  of  vessel*  in  the  following 
districts  of  the  customs  borderbg  on  the  Cana- 
das,  viz:  New  Hampshire,  Vermont,  Champlai^ 
Sackeii's  Harbor,  Oswego.  Gknesee,  Niagara,  Buf- 
falo cteek,  and  Presqu' Isle ;  and,  also,  of  ioqnir- 
inginio  tbe  expediency  of  allowing  caiile.sheep, 
Slid  provisions,  to  be  brought  into  those  diatric la 
free  of  duty. 

REMISSION  OF  DUTIES. 
Mr.  JoM  C.  Smitb,  from  the  Commilte«  of 
rhom  was  raaiKd  tfaa  petition  of  P». 
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ter  A.  Gue»ti«r,  agMt  of  iti«  fon»«r  <nniera  of  ih« 
Freocli  ship  Blaireau  and  her  cargo,  mad*  tbe  fol- 
lotring  re[Wrt; 

'  It  1*  ataied'  b;  tbs  petitioner,  that  tb*  Pirndi'thip 
cdledtbe  BlaiiMti,  ovDid  by  ■  aemntne  boaaa  in 
BordeMti,  aM  Mil  from  St.  nerTtf ,  ttt  tb«  ialandor 
MaitlBique.  uoe  tin>«  in  Mveb.  1803,  bound  an  > 
lojagc  to  Bonlcaui,  haviag  on  board  >  ralu^la  oargo, 
conatating  pHncipall;  of  augu  aad  cofiea,  and  cooaigD- 
cd  [a  diOaieDt  peiaonsalthe  purtlait  mentioDBi].  Tbat 
about  the  30th  of  Mar'ck  in  tha  aama  jeu,  whila  ttie 
^ip  waa  io  tha  proaacutian  of  ker  Tojafe,  aba  waa  met 
in  the  night,  and  run  foul  ot,  bj  a  large  Spaniah  ahili- 
of-war,  called  the  Si.  Julian  ;  in  ^onaeqaeDCs  of  which 
accident,  lo  much  injui?  wavBUatained  by  the  Blaireau, 
that  the  captain  and  crevr,  alter  due  eonsuitation,  ^bui' 
doned  liar,  and  took  reAige  on  board  the  Spiniah  ibip, 
which  continued  harTojageto  Spain,  where  theji  Were 
aH  landed.  That,  on  the  daj'  foUonlng  the  diauCrr, 
an  Eogliah  ahlp,  called  the  Firm,  conlmanded  b;  Wil- 
IwDi  Maaon,  bound  on  a  Toyage  from  l^ondon  to  Bal- 
timore, met  with  the  Btaifeta^  thai  abandoned  hj'her 
ca()taiu  aad  crew,  and,  after  examining  her  aitualion, 
simI  pBrceWing  there  waa  a  poanbilit^  that  the  injarf 
mighl  be  BO  br  ropairad  aa  ta  aD^le  her  to  bfl  broajtbt 
into  port,  the  captain  put  on  baanl  a  pat<  of  hia  crew ; 
who,  CD  making  tha  rsqniritB  tepkin,  with  gaatt  labor, 
and  at  the  imminent  riak  of  their  livea,  anoceodtd  in 
eooducting  her  in  aafety  to  Bdtimoie,  where  she  sr- 
liied  the  beginning  of  May  foUowing.    Tliat,  ahortly 

after  the  arrival  of  the  Blaireau,  a  libel  waa  filed  in  the 
diatricl  coort  of  Maiyland,  hy  Captain  Maaon  and  crew, 
£h  BBlTagit ;  that,  by  a  decree  of  the  court,  aalvage  waa 


der  whoae  direction  the  aale  took  pit 
palled,  b;  the  collector  of  the  port  of  Baltimore,  to 
raj,oataf  the  proceeda  thereof,  tbe  sum  of  913,113  6B, 
beuig  the  amount  of  dutiea  alleged  to  be  due  lo  the 
tinittd  Statea.  To  obtain  the  reatitntion  of  thia  ■am. 
Bttdto  the  idea  that  the  dutiea  conid  not  legally  b«  col- 
lected, ia  the  object  of  the  praaeM  appKeatian. 

The  petiltaMr  band*  hia  title  to  Miief  upwaan  opin- 


cfffo,  which  Captain  Maaon  plaoed  on  boa^  the-  Fim, 
be  omitted-U  iieparl  to  At  coUaclor  bf  Bahio^ra.  The 
district  attorney,  apprehending  thia  omiaaion  ta  be  a 
tiotatiaa  of  tha  coUoctlan  UW,  inatitntad  v  anit  tgataal 
the  captain  br  the  panallj  of  4^,000,  fanpcMd  bj  the 
•tatule.  On  trial  of  the  cauaa,  it  appeara  a  lerdict  w«a 
taken  lartbeplatDtilGi,iub)eelto  the  opiqion  of  the  court, 
«pon  a  point  aa>ed  by  the  couoaei.  Judgment  waa 
rendered  in  the  following  terms;  "Mature  cooiidera- 
tlon  having  been  given  to  thia  caae,  it  ii  the  opinion'  of 
the  court  that  the  goods,  wares,  and  merohatidiseg  afare- 
•atd,  are  not  chargeable  with  the  payment  of  any  du- 
ties 10  the  United'  Slatei,  and,  ^etOfore,  that  the  above 
aetioQ  cannot  be  auatained.  Judgmeiit  for  the  defend- 
ant on  the  point  sbt^." 

It  may  be  aatety  afSrtned,  that  tbt  opinion  of  the 
kariied  judge  waa  somewhat  broader  than  Ihacaaeaub- 
nlilted  to  hia  conaideraClOn.  There  migtit  be.  and  there 
doubtleaa  were,  eufReient  rtaaona  to  e^cnae  the  defend- 
ant from  the  penal^  of  tbe  statute,  independently  of 
the  queelion,  wbetbei  the  cargo  waa  chargealtle  with 
the  payment  of  duties.  The  decision,  so  br  aa  it  re- 
tarde  thia  point,  must  Iw  deesn«l  eitra^jodKUJ,  and  it 
NOHiRa'Wl/to  iaqidnwbMbavfiaai'a'Mii^  con- 
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'Itia  worda-  of  the  aia  relaUa*to  dik 
sabjeot  are,  "  that,  upon  dl  goods,  wnna;  and  narciiaa- 
dam  which  akaJl  be  brmighi  into  the  UoitM)  BMem, 
from  any  foreign  port  or  ji^aee,  theia  shaU  be  levied, 
&c"  Xt  ia  difficult  to  ooaeeiTB  of  language  ntot* 
explicit,  more  uneqiiirocal.  The  word  -■imported'* 
not  here  used,  and  appai-aittlj  for  the  purpose  at 
raiding  any  eipreasion  to  which. tech Edcaf  narrowncM 
light  be  applied,  ^he  word  "place"  is  introduced, 
lanifestly  with  the  same  view;  and  the  plain  aenaa  of 
the  psaasge  is,  dutiea  shall  be  paid  on  goods,  dec,  brought 
into  the  United  States  (torn  any  point  without  theii 
limits  or  jDrisiKction.  A  phroaeologyao  simple,  ao  per* 
fectly  free  ftom  am bigniij,  might  &iny  be  presnmed  to 
set  criticism  itself  at  defiance.  The  tfnited  Statea  have 
unqoettionabl;  a  Itgti  right  to  the  dutiee  in  Ala  caae  ; 
end  who  will  sty  tbrir  claUu  ia  Dot  eqnkaHe,  abo, 
when  it iacDiiBMered  that,-  by  0M  aale  of  tbe  eugo, 
the  amosnt  of  tha  duUea  has  been  identUed  wilb  tiM 


It  ia,  pashapai  wocttty  of  i 
coUectioa  law  m«;  not  leqaiia  soMe  fordier  proviifaM* 
applicable  to.thi*  antgeet.  Bvt  aneh  an  inqair;  m  not 
within  the  prorinoa  of  yow  oommitlee,  nor  ia  it  at  all 
necessaij  in  dctarminiBg  the  ^ealion  anbmittsd  to  Ibair 
eiamination.  The  cargo,  in  this  caae,  could  not  hsva 
been  djaposed  of  without  tbe  intervention  of  tha  dis- 
trict court,  nnr  could  the  sale  have  been  effected  bat 
^irough'theiDstramentality  of  the  officetaof  the  Go** 
emment;  under  these  drcomatancea,  their  negligeace 
would  have  been  highly  culpaMe  if  the  dnticM  bad  not 
been  retained. 

Your  eoonnhtte  are  of  o;Nnion  tbe  i^ayer  oflbe  po* 
titian  ought  not  to  be  granted. 
'  Referred  to  the  Committee  of  ihe^  Whote  on 
Monday  neic. 

IMPORTATION  OF  BIOTISB  GOODS. 

The  Honsi  rCaoIred  itsetf  idW  a  CtMiniHttee  of 
tbe  Whole  oh  the  aute  of  the  Uaioa  oa'  Mn 
Qrroo's  resolution.' 

Mr.  M Acon,-r Permit  me,  Mr.  CbBinifitt,toVc^ 
rarn  my  thanks  lo  the  Committee  for  their  ia< 
dul^Dce  yeaierday;  I  vag  |hea  too  mncb  eS- 
hausted  to  bare  concloded  the  obKertatitfna  I 
wished  lo  make.  I  was  then  showing  the  state 
of  a  ftw  uations  who  had  attempted  to  protect 
the  carryiagr  trade  1>y  war;  Irhas,  I  belicire,  txwli 
thefate  of  bH  Who  have' made  the  attempt,' Orcbl 
Britain  alone  eii:epied,  atid  she  i«  at  thii  moment 
engaged  is  ft  tacnl  tremendom  war,  alooM'o*^ 
loaded  wKh  laseit  and  totterivg^ander  bWpnMM 
debt.  Can  aery  fact  more  clearly  illuetnie  tke 
adraatagie  of  tbe  peateorer  ihe"wir  syltten,' tban 
a  eoraparimn  vT  the  toaira^  beiwem  Ibe  Onitctf 
amies  and  Qr«at  Britaio,  in  lT6BfttidB«w1  OuM 
baa  bc«i  the  pea«e,  hers  the  war  lyateita.  aad  w« 
ban  probably  ia0reaMtft«ti  toherotW.  Ii  seeme 
to  ate,  that  it  ia  iin|>o*sible  fbr  aay  naiton  to 
carry  en  the  whole  trade  of  the  wwM;  and  eTery 
nliempt  *o  force  trade,  is  acting  tinder'  the  idea 
that  it  can  be  done.  And  e*ery  atiemi>i  to  ea< 
groaa  the  whttle  carryine  trade;  ia  acttn;  onder 
the  name  ini]ire«slaa.  The  laroe  cnpitalMs  ia 
the  United  Slatea  are  concerned  lo  tb)a  businesa, 
1  Wiafc  «M  10  DUMtawMi  (t,feai  l«a»«  i^fah* 
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leof  iboM  Imb  rich.  Mpcctallr  the  youngbf 
^B*n7  Tb«v  iDD«i  be  ruined.  U  the  rmala- 
ucM  prodacM  »oy  beneficial  eSeota,  it  mun  be  on 
tke  carryiag  trMle.  1 1  doe*  oet  Bppvcr  to  be  in- 
t«wM  for  aDytblDf  «lae,  atul  no  odo  eaa  beliere 
tkat  it  will  opontie  faTorablr  ta  the  tmoieo. 

The  raeaMre  wilt  not.  only  afirai  the  refcaue 
phld  oa  the  leaaage  of  msels,  and  on  ibe  impor* 
tali  on*  of  goods,  but  it  will  aboaSeedbe  revenue 
t*  be  decired  from  tk«  aale  of  the  pttbltc  land ;  it 
na*  TMf  aossidenblf  len«n  ika  DflnWr  of  par- 
cbaaoa  and  mtnf  rain  naoy  who  bare  alreadf 
pviehaaed  in  Obio.  Many,  ao  doobr,  who  have 
ronoved  to  that  Slate,  Imv«-  soU  ihen  pfopHiy, 
OM-B' credit,  te  nacM  the  partaeat*  wfaSeh  thef 
utMe  to  make  for  the  laada  thert  iMrdiued  of 
the  Uoued  States.  8Ki]»,by  jTear  nieeaimt,  ib« 
■ale' of  produee,  or  teduee  thn>  pnee  tbereof  to  al' 
BMl  nothiagrBBd  boWare  theee  people  to  get 
paid  for  the  pr»peny  ■old  before  t her  want 
Ohiol  AdiaappaTniitteoitotheinmfberaJnoi  . 
ii  tsey  oBttse  iitata  lo  lo«e  the  laod  and .  all-  the 
itoyfOveraeDta  made  oa  it.  They  havp  not  quite 
•oquwk  aTemsriy  against  their  OBfoTtonata  debt- 
ore,  BB  the  Uaiied  fitaiei  will  have'  agaioat  iheoi. 
Toa  may  turn  the  people  oQ'the  laixl,  sad  nearly 
dMopolate  the  Stale,  but  yoa  will  get  no  naoney. 

It  ia  pretty  evideat,  from  the  trgBmeal  of  a 
BmileoaBBliooi  New  Yotk,<Mr.  WtLLiAna,)  that 
tti*  reaolutiun  ii  not  expeetcd  to  operate  iajuri' 
oualyoa  the  exponatia*  of  grain  fionihe  Middle 
Statrs.  He  iMd  lu  thai  we  mnat-  Drotecl  ooai- 
iBtvee^  and  ihalbewB*  infavorof  toeTeMluiioa. 
(nMBBi^  I  tuppoa^  that  the  mahiiioB  woBla 
protest  It— or,  the  peept*-  in  the  back  eoimVy 
would  drink  too  snich  wU^key.)  If,  then,  ibe 
reauluiion  would  protect  comiBeTee,  aod  thereby 
e  the  exportation  of  gieio,  ibare  will  not  be 


|!Nin  im  thec(MiBtcy4eftio  make  wbiakejr..   Thiw 
u,  ift  aome  meaanre,  aekR«**letlglag  ibat  for  wh  io  h 

wabare  bceBceoModinff,  ta  wV  ■  "--•'■- ^■ 

ikn  viU  raatMa  partiarty.  Bi 
woplein  lialputuf  tfaeconnl 
aabit  of  iatenealioa  than  tbeir 


a  bceBcemeodinff,  ta  wU  :  ibatthe  reeola- 
Ikn  viU  epatMa  partialty.  B«  1  deaytbat  the 
—  '  "wconBlryBTemore  in  the 
in  tbeir  beighboc*  io-other 
mna  of  iha  Umoo.  They  are  aa  moral,  aa  in- 
a»»l»t— a,  and  aaboaMta*  those  living  etaewherc. 
l-4a«ot  eoBtend  that  ttey  ar*  uqMtter,  only  thM 
thhy  are  eqaal. 

Mtoclv  has  >  been  aaid  about  the  a^rit  of  the  na- 
tMB,  aod  thM  we  are &r  behind- il—n<«aiag,  I 
■nppose,  thoca  who  oppose  the  raselatioa;  Aa  to 
ny  Mrt  I  knownei  htnv  ibe spirii  of  the  nalioo 
haaMea  aiccrtaieed.  There  ianenBaifexlation 
of  it  on  lb«  table.  It  k,  however,  true,  tbat'  two 
iMRia  bneeioBt  ttsoluiiou. pledging  therr  live* 
aad  fortonca  to  lOMort  whatever  meaiureti  Con 
gveaa  may  adopt.  There  bm,  bIho,  aeveval  tuemo' 
riah  from  tbo  merehatiis  anil  iostifanoe  compa- 
mea;  bat  if  gcnilenieetake  iheseforthe  manifett' 
Biion  ot'  lbs  national  spirit,  they  are,  I  think, 
TbenBiienal  spirit  ia  lo  be  found 


ihatnenber.  They  may  have  been  beroreTripoli, 
i  they  may  now  be  ready  lo  eater  into  the  army 
nary.  Addre»es,we  well  know,  will  nutfizht- 
baitlea,  nor  fill  reginieatR.  We  have  leeit,  in  for- 
mer days,  ibe  Spanker's  taUe  loaded  with  ad- 
dreSBCB  from  alisevt  every  part  of  the  Uofoa, 
)riedgiog,  also,  their  lives  and  fbrtaoe«  to  support 
any  racasHres  that  the  thru  Admioistrailan  mtght- 
'  It.  What  wavdonel  AmoogothFracis,  one 
passed  to  raise  twelve  regimeots  of  infantry. 
There  was  no  dtffiealiy  iu  geltiDg  officers — oalen, 
indeed,  it  was  to  make  the  selection  out  of  the 
grrat  oBinber  w%o  appliad— bat  how  was  itabout 


At  tbat  lime,  too,  we  heard  s  gteai  deal  about 
the  spirit  of  the  oattov,  aad  saw  a  someihiiig  of 
the  spirit  thev  talked  of^  in  a  eorpi  called  tb« 
•  Blaea.  Those  who  then  spc^e  of  tbe  spirit 
of  tbe  BaiioD  were  dcceivM.  They-  teek  th» 
vafMriogs  of  the  towua  and  tbe  noise  of  Ibe  ad- 
dressers to  be  really  (be  spirit  of  the  nation.  Bat, 
be  awared,  air,  tbat  wbeaever  the  spirit  of  thta 
oaiiota  shall  move,  that  every  individual,  in  everf 
dnnviBwoi  of  .the  Governmeot,  will  move  too. 

The  ocean  mUsl  be  connidercd  a  common  aad 
Dodivided  property,  to  which  each  nation  base 
Tighi;  hence  ine  difficnlty  of  affurdioe  ibe  same 
security  aod  protection  ihere  as  on  hnd,  where 
eaeb  knows  tbe  spot,  where  his  domiffloii  ends 
and  his  neighbor's  begioe.  It  is  vain,  therefore, 
the  real  situation  of  the  Unitrd  Statee  beiog  con- 
sidered, to  eipeoi'from  her  that  perfect  proteeiion 
on  tbe  ocean  which  she  can  afibid  within  ber  ler- 
ritoriai limrita.  I  helieTe-thiseaonnt  bedon?,  even 
te  tbat  pBM  af  tbe  ocean  from  whence  we  ^  obt 
export*.  Othn  natioas  aKo  fn^quent  the  saine 
plaee,  for  the  nme  parpoa».  This,  tike  the  reat, 
■■  joint  property.  Not  so  with  our  land,  nooalioa 
preieftds  to  elann  a  right  to  euliirate  that. 

Permit  me  here  to  remark,  ihongh  nM  direct)^ 
oonneeled  With  ray  last  ohsnv&i ion,  that  1  con- 
sider the  report  of  th«  Bwreiary  of  the  Tri>asnrf 
tu  beaarorreot  as  any  man  ItvibgcouM  make  it; 
and  that  from  anstom'^oase  books,  it  isimpossibl« 
10  obtain  tbst  ioformailm  which  cOuU  really 
show  the  trae  b«l«ncB«f  trade. 

Ageatlvman  from  Pennsylvania,  fMr.  Fiitv 
LET,)  ha*  gravely  idd  us  tbat  it  would  do  more 
harm,  since  the  resolmion  ba*  bern  taken  into 
eonaideratien,  to  reject  it.  than  if  it  had  never 
been  brought  ferward.  This  is  ptaoing  those  wb» 
d»  «M  like  it,  or  who  prefer  any  of  tbf  other  res<- 
oldtioM  to  it,  in  a  stn age  dilemma.  The  fnendr 
of  \%  ougtt  to  have  tbongbl  of  ihi*  before  iher- 
wCBt-ioie  the  diseoMiDfl.  If  any  iDJarv  sh.<trM 
b*  produced,  either  by  the  Tfjecrion  or  the  adop- 
ihey  are  to  blame,  and  not  those  who  opftose 


Wliere  bat  aaaoog  ilMte  who  an-  loficht  yoar  bat- 


HBte  who  an-  loliclit  yoar  bat- 
ia*y,  fov-wqilu  f  know,  btttS 


it.  Ilia  their  meaaore,  not  oura.  It  i»,  in  fact, 
endi-avorinv  to  throw  the  blame  of  thHr  condtiet 
U)>on  w.  The  same  gentleman  made  a  very  un- 
K)nanate  ootnparison,  whrn  be  compared  wisons, 
carrying  our  flour  to  market,  to  veaaeU  engaged 
in  the  carrying  irade.  Nii  two  ihrngia  nre  mure 
onlike.  ThewRip)n  isootyinreodrd  iwcsrrvout 
own  pmhietioM,  t»  oar  owi»  Baaikels;  aoi  the 
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Tfuels  are  eDsag^  id  carrying  foreign  prodnce 
to  foreign  marketH.  fioidei,  ibe  neiioo  pays  pro- 
iFCMDg  duties,  to  encourage  ihe owning  uf  vemelit, 
wliileihe  owner  of  tbe  wagon  is  left  lo depend  on 
hii  indusirfand  skill;  and  if  any  man  !>houldask 
tb«  OoTernmeDt  lo  encourage  tbe  employmeQi  of 
irtgon^  he  would  be  lauglied  at.  Yet  wagons  are 
certainly  as  necessary  as  veneh.  The  one  cames 
loads  of  our  own  produciioi»,lo  oar  own  markets, 
while  the.ocber,  which  is  engaged  in  the  fair  trade, 
for  bonie  consuinpitOD,  carries  cargoes  of  them  to 
foreign  markets. 

A  gentlemaofrom  Maryland,  fMr.  McCrbbbt,) 
io  order  to  induce  us  to  adopt  the  resolutisn,  haa 
informed  us  that  the  towns.  >n  proporiioo  lo  iheir 
numbem.  pay  more  uzes  ihu  the  country.  He 
did  not  prove  the  fact  lo  be  b(^— he  cannot.  The 
towns,  1  apprehend,  pay  liicis  or  no  lax.  Their 
merchants  and  mechaoio,  who  act  prudently,  cal- 


what  duly  you  please  on  goods,  he  immediately 
considers  it  like  first  cost,  and  chains  the  name 
profit  on  it.  The  coDHomer  ddi  onlv  pays  all  [be 
tax  and  charges  on  merchandise,  but  ne  pays  them, 
with  a  profit,  to  the  merchaoL  Wfaeoerer  a  mer- 
ebant  sWll  begin  (o  liTe  on  his  capital,  we  all 
know  he  will  soon  eat  it  oul  To  tbe  mechanic, 
tbe  Quvernment  hasgiren  protecting  duties,  which 
aecures  to  him  the  sale  of  almost  every  article  he 
nay  make,  at  almost  aojr  price.  The  colli vator 
of  the  soil  depends  on  himself,  and  is  often  com- 

Klled  to  sell  the  prodnclt  of  his  land  for  any  price 
can  get.  because  they  will  not  keep  in  good 
eondiiion  all  the  year,  I've  tbe  goods  of  the  mer- 
chant and  meehaojc.  From  these  considerations, 
Uaeems  to  me  that  it  is  at  least  probable,  that  the 
towns  do  not  pay  more  than  their  prc^rtion,  nor 
•ven  as  much. 

The  same  gentleman  ttdil  Ha  that  the  mkIob 
sustained  a  oosiderable  loss  by  sending  too  much 
tobaceo  to  England.  This  seems  to  nie  to  he  a 
little  like  what  we  heard  about  the  balance  of 
trade.  But  it  may  be  so.  I  will,  bowerer,  slate 
my  seniiments  on  tbe  subject;  if  erroneooe,  I 
ahall  be  glad  lo  have  tbero  corrected.  Herchtais, 
like  everybody  else,  do  business  with  a  view  to 
gain,  and  would  they,  year  after  year,  send  tobac- 
00  lo  Eogtand  if  they  could  do  better  by  sending 
it  to  tbe  continent  1  I  apprehend  the y  would  not. 
They  nodersland  their  business,  and  do  what  i* 
best  calculated  to  promote  their  intcresi.  In  ex- 
tminiai;  tbii  subject,  we  ought  to  lake  iniocon- 
sidaratioi)  the  profit  to  be  made  on  the  whole  Toy- 
age,  not  barely  the  pricp  of  a  single  article  «t  a 
particular  place.  Tbe  place  where  ike  wholeex- 
ported  cai^o  can  be  sold  dearest,  and  the  import- 
•d  one  bought  cheapest,  is  tbe  plaee  which  will 
alwKTS  gire  the  inoet  profit.  If  a  merchant 
ahould  send  a  cargo  of  tobacco  to  England,  and 
wished  a  few  pieces  of  Russia  sheeting  in  part  of 
the  return  cargo,  would  it  not  be  better  lo  pur- 
chase them  there,  than  send  his  vessel  to  Russia 
for  them,  where  they  could  be  bought  a  liiile 
ebeaiwr.  He  would,  I  eonceive,  actually  save  by 
BO  doinc.    I  wiait  tbe  geniiaisan  bad  hud  tu  the 


lose  oy  sending  it  lo  Eo^and.  I  should  bare 
been  glad  to  bare  been  informed  whtrther  ifae 
places  were  knowo  to  possess  mercantile  capital, 
and  wheihn  merchants  ef  esiabtisbed  character 
lived  ai  them ;'  that  sort  of  chancier  to  which  m 
prudent  nian  might  with  safely  consign  the  moet 
valuable  cargo.  He  did  not  tell  as  that  we  lost 
by  sending  cotton  to  Great  Britain.  Ii  nav, 
therefore,  De  presumed,  that  it  could  not  be  sold 
anywhere  else  at  this  tnna  to  more  advantage.  la 
there  any  other  couniry  in  Europe  nonr  prepared 
to  maoulacture  iti    I  believe  not;  nor  will  it  be 

Siicbased  by  an^Io'layup  until  able  to  doit, 
efore  it  is  possible  to  manufacture,  mechanics, 
who  understand  the  business,  must  oe  obtained. 
Neither  they  nor  tbe  necessary  machinery  can  be 
got  in  a  day.^  It  is  now  well  known  thai,  since 
the  introduction  of  labor-string  nachioes,  man- 
ufactures do  not'depesd  so  much  on  tbe  number 
of  people  as  forinerly.  I  aak,  what  country  on 
tbe  continent  of  Europe,  convulsed  as  she  is  lo 
her  centre,  can  offer  a  market  for  this  article) 
What  eouniry  there  is  now  in  a  situation  to  com- 
mence large  aad  extensive eetablishmenlstomaa- 
ufacture  for  ea  port  a  lion  I  Is  it  Germany? — over- 
ruo.  Or  is  it  France,  raising  every  man  she  can 
to  janke-  new  conquests  1  If  ibey  have  mechan- 
ics and  merchants  both,  is  the  skill  of  the  one,  or 
the  reputation  of  the  other  known  ?  I  fesr  not. 
Sir,  I  would  lo'God  thai  we  had  not  ao  much 
commercial  intercourse  with  Qreai  Briitin,  and 
1  sincerely  wish  our  commerce  was  more  eiualljr 
divided  among  the  nations  of  the  earth  than  it  ia; 
but  1  know  not  how  ibis  is  to  be  done.  Trad* 
thrives  beet  when  left  lo  itaelf.  The  naerchaat 
most  be  left  to  trade  in  the  way  be  most  ap- 
proves, provided  he  shall  ool  hazard  the  peace  of 
the  country  thereby. 

The  geoileman  from  Termom  (Mr.  BLLtor) 
has  told  ua,  thai  by  adoptmg  the  rewtlution,  w« 
shall  encour^e  other  European  nations  to  mait- 
ufikcture  for  ua.  It  is,  I  conceive,  qalte  eaougb 
for  tbe  agricultural  part  of  tbe  community  (o 
pay  their  money  to  encoovage  tbe  maaufactorea 
of  this  ooantry.  It  is  as  maeh  as  I  am  willing 
to  do.  But  what  ceruintv  ban  we,  if  we  adopt 
the  reeolation,  and  give  tne  propoaed  eaeoorage- 
ment,  that  any  of  them  will  leave  their  prcaent 
oecnpation,  be  thst  what  it  may,  lo  take  oar  ad- 
viceX  Bach  one  of  them  may  thiak  that  tbcir 
iaiereel  ia  as  well  understnod  at  hotae  as  we  can 
possibly  understainl  it. 

Tbe  genileman  from  Haawehuaetts  (Mr.  Bin- 
waLL)  stated  tbe  case  of  onr  fmaonen  at  Tripoli, 
as  a  case  in  point.  He  is,  I  think,  martaken.  We 
were  at  open  war  with  Ibat  Power,  when  ilw 
frigate  Philadelphia  onfortuaately  siru^  on  the 
rocks  in  the  harbor  of  Tripoli.  The  result  is 
kaown.  The  enemy  get  poaeesMon  of  tbe  vessel, 
and  the  crew  were  made  prisoners  of  war.  There 
then  existed  a  state  of  actual  war  between  ibe 
United  Slates  and  the  Ttipoliians.  In  the  pre»- 
.  em  ease  we  have  jasteanseof  eomplainUagaiMt 
Britain,  and  tn  cuenvoriog  to  ba*a  item  aatiM 
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l>f  nqniifftioD.  I  win  etate  s  ease  which  seems 
to  me  to  tsmapKTts  belter  with  the  sitoatic 
our  aDfortunat*  eountrvnim  who  mar  be 
pressed  oD  boartf  the  British  ships  of  war, 
t  ewe  of  Ctptaio  O'Bnan  and  his  crew,  who 
captured  b^  the  Alsreriaea,  and  remBined 
w4th  ihein  so  l«iif;,  that  iBeiieTV  the  CBplafn,  ' 
Aehner  paH  of  the  time,  dated  aU  hia  letters 
bis  friends  br  Ai  year  of  his  captiritf.  t  hare 
understood  toer  suffered  as  much  as  any  people 
eMiMbear.  We  had  then,  I  believe',  dd  addree- 
am,  no  resolaiioDs,  nor  memorials  from  tfte  mer- 
ehaats  aad  insnraaee  compaDiet.  But  this  case 
Bwy  not  be  Ihoiwht  to  apply  to  that  part  of  onr 
comtdaiats  whien  relate  to  the  capture  of  oar 
y«Bsels  earryiof  eoffee  sai  sttear  to  Franco^nd 
^■in  by  the  Brttisfi  armed  ships.  I  will  state 
oa«)  which  I  think  has  some;  it  is  the  case  of 
Sefftt,  of  Souti  Carollm,  which  has  been  deci- 
ded ID  this  tloaae.  He  elatmed  pay  for  property 
iskm  by  the  Ifidiana  at  tt  lime  when  ho  open  and 
detUred  war  esiaied.  He  got  Dolhing  from  (he 
Dfltioiial  OererameDr.  The  United  States  id  a 
tRMy  ^te  the  property  np  to  the  Indians.  I 
believe  at  fbe  time  it  Was  taken  some  hostiliiies 
bad  been  commitied. .  ^rmii  me-here  to  Obserre 
that  DO  ageflt  was  •ppotirted  by  (he  Qoremment 
(•eodeiTOT  to  recover  this  properly,  aad  that  I 
well  recolleet,  when  the  claim  was  under  debate, 
that  it  was  stated  by  n  nembcr  of  the  House  that 
oae  af  the  Ittdian  a^nis  bad  g^ot  the  treaty  at  his 
deaire  so  fermed,  as  lo  relinquish  a  claim  for  the 
property. 

1  hare  endeavored  to  confine  my  obserratioas 
t»  rhe  ieso)ntioQ  d»w  tnder  consideration,  and  to 
aavwer  some  of  the  arjiuments  urg«d  io  its  snp' 
port;  tboagh  I  confess,  (hat,  while  etamibiag 
lUs,  I  bare  also  paid  some  attention  to  the  others 
on  rite  laMe.  I  wish  gentlenien,  beforetbey  vote, 
wtmld  serioasfy  eonsider  whether  this  is  the  best. 
I  think  it  ia  ikk.  When  We  reflect!  on  the  liiip- 
piDcas  wv  eojoy,  the  prmpcriiy  of  the  nation,  tie 
growtb  of  ihe  villages,  towns,  and  citie^  the  tm- 
proviag  lUite  of  agriculture,  the  number  of  tnrif 
pike  r<wd«,  bridges,  anS  canris,  which  are  under- 
laketi  in  naaay  parts  of  the  Cmloo,  and  that  one 
imfvoper  act  may  alter  fbr  a  time  this  happy 
iDKe,  and  retard  every  inrpro*effient,we  ouglit  to 
be  esntiovalnfiire  We  change  the  ground  on  wfrich 
w»BtaBd.  GoBDftoinik  Hasrebecn  made  of  dtlay 
on  tki«  important  subject ;  theT'  are,  in  my  opin- 
iott,  withotft  fouhdatloD.  It  required  serious  de- 
liberaHoir,  and  do  lime  has  been  iDst.  tt  is  al- 
ways Air  better  lo  deeiA^  rightly  thaa  qnicrUy.  It 
is  iiomaterini  to  other  natnns  What  estimate  We 
form  of  our  own  strength— ther«  are  two  rules  by 
wbiehlheywtB  judge:  the  number  of  men,  and 
the  state  of  the  treasury.  Indeed,  it  seems  of  late 
lo  hare  become  a  maxim  in  war,  that  the  longest 
pars*  is  the  bngeai  sword.  It  is  trae  ttial-we 
nMvamrgle  miSion  inihe  treasirry  to  spare; 


is  equally 

wkieh,  if^adepted,  will  reqi 


that  rvsolutions  are   before  ns, 

,    d,  will  reqaire  at  least  that  sum 

lo  carry  ifaem  into  execotiou.    Fn  this  sliuBtioa, 

oDghl  we  to  lake  measures  which  may  endanger 

ihemeUM  wiHisnt  pnmding  wsysand  means  to 
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meet  any  deficiency  T  We  talk  of  war  with  ait 
almost  empty  treasury;  no  two  things  can  tar 
lees  connected,  except  that  they  are  both  bad.  I 
hare  stated  that  which  appeared  to  me  to  be  the 
best  plan  to  secure  onr  seamen  from  impressment; 
but  Ilie  mait  who  shall  actualty  produce  tlte  plan, 
which  sball  hare  the  effect,  will  deserve  fbe  grat- 
itude of  the  nation. 

In  this  time  of  difficulty  we  are  til  etnbarled- 
in  the  same  ship ;  my  ardent  pntyer  is,  that  what- 
erer  sball  bedooe,  may  promote  the  interest  and 
happiness  of  all. 

Mr.  Q.  W.  Campbell.— fctr.  Cbairftian,  I  rfSB 
to  sobtnit  to  the  Committee  some  of  the  renoM' 
that  will  govern  my  vote  on  Ihe  measure  now 
under  discussion.  In  dotn^  this,  it  is  not  my  iO- 
lention  to  go  over  the  *anou!t  grounds  taken  itt 
this  debate,  or  m  answer  the  Beveral  ar^menW 
that  bare  been  adranced,  in  eupport  of  principles 
to  Which  I  am  opposed.  My  Object  will  be  rri  lay 
before  the  Committee  such  a  view  of  the  subject 
-  '  -  eive  best  calculated  16  ascertain  the  true 
^luuuu  on  which  we  stand,  aad  the  ineasures 
which,  in  tbe'presenr  crisis  of  otir  aSalrs,  it  would 
'  !  adrisabfe  to  adopt. 

I  am  not  disposed,  Mr.  diah-mBn,  to  pursae 
measures  that  will  crimson  the  Americaii  fields 
wi^fa  the  blood  of  her  citizens,  any  more  than 
other  gentlemen  who  hiiTe  spokeu  on  this  subject; 
nor  am  I  willing  that  thousands  of  inoocent  per- 
sons should  saffer  distress  and  ruin,  fbr  the  benefit 
of  a  few  individuals — a  few  merchants ;  which,  it 
has  been  stated,  will  be  the  effect  of  ibe  mettsore 
before  yoU;  neither,  sir,  vriil  I  ever  give  my  vote  ' 
fbr  any  measure  that  shall  appear  to  me  calcula- 
teilto  sacrtficethe  agricoltarat  interest  of  this  na- 
tion to  that  of  coniraerce;  or  have  a  tendency  to 
enhance  the  latter  at  the  expense  of  the  former; 
and  so  far  as  the  resolution  before  you  appears  to 
me  likely  to  produce  this  eflfcct,  I  shall  oppose  it. 
Thff  people  Whom  I  have  the  bonOr  to  represent 
are  chiefly  agrldiltoTists,  and  it  Will  always  be 
my  wish  and  my  pride,  to  support  their  interests, 
and  to  cberitb  and  nromote  the  agrlcallurtfl  iat«r- 
est  of  this  conniry  in  general,  so  far  as  it  ma^  be 
in  my  pow^;  But  I  am  not,  at  the  sime  time, 
prepared  to  see  the  nalioQ  sum*r,  without  resist- 
ance, erery  indignitv  with  whicb  Great  Britain 
may  choose  to  treat  ber,  and  submit  paiientTy  tb 
every  aggression  andf  outrage  her  cruisers,  under 
her  authority,  may  choose  to  commit  ctn  oUr  clti- 
'zensnnd  onr  coibmerce.  I  conceive  it  cot  diltfr 
to  lake  such  measnres  as  will  prove  lo  the  Worla 
a  determination  on  our  part  to  resist  injuries  and 
lainuin  our  riKhla.  In  regard  to  the  commer- 
ial  itjations  of  this  country  with  foreign  Prfwers, 
I  deem  it  proper  oo  this  occasion  to  declare  it  as 
my  opinion,  which  I  have  always  enlertsined, 
that  it  would  have  been  bettfer  for  the  American 
people,  if  Ooremment  had  never  given  protection 
-  commerce,  out  of  sight  of  onr  own  territory, 
or  beyond  the  reach  of  our  cannon  from  our 
shores:  It  would  have  been  well  for  us,  sir,  if  the 
American  flag  had  never  floated  on  the  ocean, 
under  the  authority  of  Government,  to  waft  lo  ' 
thb  eeintry  Ae  hunrtea  and  rkea  of  Sniopoui 
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natioDs,  that  effemiDste  and  corrupt  out  people, 
to  excite  the  jealousies  and  cupidity  of  those  Pow- 
ers wliOKe  existeuce,  io  a  great  degree,  depends  oa 
commerce,  and  to  cuurt,  as  it  were,  their  acgres- 
aioDs,  aud  embroil  us  io  iheir  unjust  aod  hloody 
contests.  Ifwe  had  guarded  agaiosl  those  pend- 
iDg  evils  b;  leavlnft  commerce  to  seek  her  own 
protecIioQ,  except  within  the  limits  of  our  own 
jurisdiction,  we  should  have  had  a  fair  prospect 
of  coDiibuing  to  flourish  a  free,  indepeodeut,  aod 
happv  nation,  much  longer  than  I  feat  will  be 
our  destiny  to  do,  if  we  cooiinue  to  become  more 
and  more  eotaogled  in  European  politics  bim] 
intrigues — to  be  subject  to  feel  the  effects  of 
European  conTulsious,  and  naliooat  contests,  in 
consMjuence  of  being  deeply  engsK^d  in  commer- 
cial realaiions  wiih  European  Powers.  If  we 
bad  adopted  this  policy,  foreign  natioDs  would 
have  vied  with  each  other  for  our  commerce  and 
our  friendship,  and  would  convey  the  surplus 
productions  of  our  country  from  our  slorebousea, 
and  furnish  us  in  return  with  ihose  articles  and 
manufaciures  of  their  countries,  which  our  oeces- 
■itiesorcoDvenience  might  require;  and  we  might 
then  behold  the  collisions  of  ihe  great  Powers  on 
the  continent  of  Europe,  and  (heir  JBirioK  inter- 
eats  caniendiog  fur  auperioriif,  without  endanger- 
ing our  peace  or  our  happiness,  end  with  no  other 
inconvenience  than  the  regretwe  might  feel  for  the 
miseries  and  sufferings  of  ihai  portion  of  the  human 
family,  with  whom,  however,  we  had  no  immc' 
diaie  connexions. 

Bui,  Mr.  Cbairmao.  we  have  assumed  iha  char- 
acter of  a  commercial  naiiun,  abroad  as  well  as 
ai  home.  Our  Oovernmeot  has,  in  some  degree, 
pledged  the  natioQ  to  ^roiecl  commerce,  and  under 
this  impression  our  citizens  bare  embarked  largely 
in  trade,  and  made  considerable  progress  therein. 
The  eolerptisingspiriiof  our  merchants  has  raised 
this  nation  to  rant,  in  regard  Io  commerce,  the 
aecond  in  the  world,  and  from  this  source  also, 
our  revenue  is  chiefly  derired.  Under  these  cir- 
cumstances, I  am  not  prepared  to  say,  this  is  the 
propitious  moment  to  retrace  our  siepn,  and  wi 
out  even  giving  notice  of  our  intention  Io  do 
abandon  our  merchants  and  their  property  10  the 
rapacity  of  a  foreign  nation.  I  conceive,  on  the 
eoDlrary,  it  is  our  duty  to  afford  ibem  such  pro- 
teiuion  as  the  resources  of  our  country,  and  the 
prospects  we  have  heretofore  held  out,  would  au- 
thorize ihem  Io  expect. 

Id  ezBminiag-iiiis  subject,  ihe  first  important 
inquirv  that  presents  iti>elf,  is,  in  regard  to  the 
grounds  of  complaint  which  have  occasioned  the 
resoluiion  before  you  to  be  proposed.  There  are 
two.  First,  the  impressment  of  our  seamen;  and 
second,  the  unjust,  and,  as  we  believe,  unauthor- 
ized aggressions  committed  on  our  commerce  by 
the  cruisfrs  of  Oreai  Britain.  If  vou  look  ai  the 
documents  on  your  table,  you  will  see  that  our 
teamen  have  been  impressed  by  that  nation  for 
years  past,  without  ihe  color  of  right,  and  in  a 
manner,  which  it  is  not  pretended,  on  ibis  &oot, 
is  auiboriaed  byjuMice,  or  aanctioned  by  ih^  liws 
or  usages  of  nations.  They  have  been  treated  ' 
the  most  unhumaa  maaiier,  if  information  ia 


be  relied  upon ;  compelled  to  perform  the  bardeat 
duiv  in  her  ships  of  war,  and  forced  against  iheiz 
will  to  fight  her  enemies,  who  were  a£ibe  saone 


ais 


of  friendship  with  us.  They  har« 
been  taken  from  sea  to  sea,  and  from  place  to 
place — from  one  country  or  island  to  another; 
shifted  from  ship  to  ship,  apd  often  sent  to  dii<iaat 
parts  of  the  world,  to  as  to  place  them  beyond  the 
research  of  their  friends  or  their  country,  and  put 
it  out  of  the  power  of  either  to  reclaim  ibem,  by 
producing  the  proofs  required  of  their  ciiizenship 
to  obtain  their  liberation,  li  has  been  stated  ibat 
Qreat  Britain  has  always  been  willing  to  deliver 
up  such  impressed  seamen  as  were  proved  to  be 
bonajide  American  citizens.  Bui  this  is  a  falla- 
cious pretext  on  her  part,  from  which  little  or  no 
benefit  can  arise  to  us.  She  impresses  ou —  ~'~ 
without  inquiring  in  regard  to  their  ciii 
or  ptying  the  least  regard  to  their  pro 
Their  friends  knew  not  where  to  find  them,  the 
Qorernmenl  cannot  ascertain  where  they  are^ 
and  years  somelimes  ^lass  before  it  is  known 
whither  they  have  been  carried.  It  har,  therefore, 
ia  roost  cases,  been  found  impossible  io  procure 
their  release,  and  restore  them  to  their  friends  and 
their  country;  aod  there  are  at  this  moment,  un- 
justly detained  by  that  nation,  between  two  antl 
three  thousand  of  our  seamen  i  who  have  been 
impressed  without  ary  other  pretext,  thao  that 
they  spoke  ihe  English  language,  or  resembledj  ia 
their  persons,  the  inhabitants  of  the  British  em[)ire. 
Our  Government  has,  in  vain,  remonstrated,  time 
after  time,  on  this  subject  to  the  Court  of  St. 
James.  No  satisfactory  arrangements,  could  be 
obtained,  nor  is  there  any  fair  ground  to  expect  a 
change  io  the  conduct  of  that  Goveromeoi  in  this 
respect.  Complaints  have  been  made  and  tepeU- 
ed  m  every  quarter  of  the  Uoioo  on  this  subjecL 
The  outrages  committed  00  our  citizens  bave 
made  an  impression  00  the  public  mind,  ibat  de- 
mands on  OUT  part  the  adoption  of  some  decisive 
measure  to  correct  the  growing  evil.  It  ha*,  in- 
deed, been  said  by  some  gentlemen  on  this  floor, 
that  there  exists  a  prospect  of  the  fair  adjuatment 
of  our  differences  with  Qreat  Britain  on  this  sub- 
ject. I  would  ask  those  ftcnilemen,  upon  what 
loformaiion  this  opinion  is  founded?  For  my- 
self. Mr.  Chairman,  I  know  of  no  just  ground  to 
authorize  such  expectation.  Tbe  documenta  on 
your  table  do  not  justify  a  belief,  that  there  i*  at 
this  lime  the  least  prospect  of  adjustment.  Tbey 
inform  us,  there  was  ooce  such  aprospect,  but  that 
il  has  lung  since  vanished ;  and  so  far  as  we  can 
collect  injormalioa,irom  those  documents,  as  well 
as  from  other  aonices^  ^here  b.  nol  to  be  founil  in 
the  cooduct  of  the  British  Ministers,  the  slightest 
foundation  for  a  belief  that  ihey  are  disposed  to 
relinquish  the  ground  ibey  bare  taken,  tinleas  it  is 
rendered  neceasarv  by  some  effective  measurea  on 
our  parL  I  would  then  put  it  10  gentlemen  to 
sav,  if  we  are  not  at  this  time  to  take  any  step 
wnatever,[owardH vindicating  ourviolaied  riffhts, 
when  will  be  tbe  proper  time  for  us  10  act  1  Have 
we  nol  patiently  endured  those  injuries  long 
enouahT  And  if  not,  how  much  longer  must  we 
,  lamuy  submit  to  tbem  1    What  time  can  be  mote 
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fitoreble  ihsQ  the  preseol  to  mist  themT  Will 
it  be  when  Great  Britain  has  gotten  ioto  htr  pos- 
sessina  a  ereaterfiumberof  our  seamen?  When, 
iasread  ofnear  three  thousand,  she  will  have  got- 
lea,  MI,  fight,  or  ten  thousand?  Will  it  then  be 
a  iDore  proper  time  to  make  a  stand — to  call  upon 
h«r  hj  some  efficient  meature  to  do  us  justice — 
4o  treat  as  as  an  independent  naiion,  or  to  tell  her. 
thai  we  will  at  least,  cease  to  treat  her  as  a  friend? 
i  prnome  not,  sir.  I  cannot  coDceive  it  prop«r 
that  we  should  wait  for  such  an  event,  before  we 
make  a  Hand  in  defecce  of  oiit  rights.  On  the 
«oatntr^,  it  is  my  opinion,  there  can  be  no  time 
more  likely  than  the  present,  to  render  effectual 
any  meastires  we  may  adopt.  The  present  state 
of  the  war  in  Europe,  whicli  sufficiently  occupies 
the  great  Powers  in  tfisi  quarter,  if  properly  con- 
ridered,  aod  its  probable  resDlts,  in  regard  to  us, 
doly  weighed,  ought,  it  appears  to  me,  to  eon- 
Tinee  any  man  of  reflection  that  this  is  the  most 
farorabie  moment  to  insist  on  finally  aHJusiirig 
oar  diflerences  on  this  subject  with  Great  Britain. 
The  right  of  our  seamen  to  protectiog,  while  they 
sail  under  our  flag,  is  undeniable.  It  is  a  perfect 
ri^hc  as  much  so  as  the  right  to  be  protected 
Wilbia  our  boilses,  or  in  our  carriages  on  the  high- 
way. Yoa  ooght,  therefore,  never  to  abaodoo  it, 
«n  any  pretence  whatever;  nsj,  sir,  you  cannot 
abandon  it,  in  justice  to  your  citizens,  uotess,  in- 
deed, you  are  willing  to  surrender  voor  indepeod- 
ence  as  a  nation.    The  Ocean  is  a  highway  (or  all 

{'urisdiction.  Ifyou  resign  this  right  now  to  Oreat 
Iritain,  what  reason  have  you  to  believe  she  will 
not  push  her  demands  further,  and  urge  you  to 
resign  another,  that  may  be  still  more  important? 
It  is  high  time  that  Ibis  business  was  brought  to  a 
final  close,  for  ifyoat  seamen  are  to  be  seized 
wherever  they  are  found  on  the  ocean,  you  had 
better  strip  your  ships  of  every  sail  they  carry, 
confine  your  citizens  within  the  limits  of  your 
own  jurisdiction,  to  fight  your  own  battles,  should 
it  become  necessary,  rather  than  see  them  exposed 
a^inst  their  will,  m  fighting  the  battles  of  a  for- 
eign nation. 

The  second  groand  of  complaint  is  the  aggres- 
BioBs  committed  on  our  commerce,  contrary  to 
the  law  of  nations,  and  in  violation  of  every  prin- 
ciple of  jastice.  Oreat  Britain  assumes  to  her- 
aelf  the  riiglit  to  interdict  to  neutral  nations  a 
commercial  intercourse  with  the  colonies  of  her 
enemies,  except  under  sneh  modifications  as  she 
has  been  pleased  to  prescribe.  She  justifies  the 
eapinre  of  your  vessels  on  (he  ground  of  their 
bemg  engaged  ia  a  commerce,  durinF  the  war, 
that  was  nut  open  to  them  in  time  of  peace.  If 
this  prineiple  be  once  admitted  as  correct,  and 
carried  to  the  foH  extent  of  which  it  is  capable,  it 
will  be  found,  in  its  consequences,  almost  wholly 
to  destroy,  not  only  the  commerce  of  this  coun- 
try as  a  neutral,  but  that  of  every  neutral  nation 
in  the  world.  You  are  told  you  must  not  in  time 
of  war  exceed  your  accustomed  traffic  in  time  of 
|Mce.  What  is  the  consequence?  War,  in  a 
great  degree,  destroys  the  trade  which  you  were 
Mcoitomed  to  eojoy  in  time  of  peace,  at  a  great 


part  of  it  becomes  contraband  of  war ;  and  this 
new  principle  shuts  up  all  the  avenues  of  com- 
merce that  were  opened,  in  consequpoce  of,  or 
eveo  during  the  war.  What  commerce,  then,  let 
me  ask,  will  be  left  to  the  neutral  ?  None,  sir, 
that  will  deserve  the  name  of  commerce.  But 
the  reasons  advanced  io  .^^upport  of  ibis  principle, 
will  go  still  further  to  show  its  destructive  con- 
sequences. One  of  the  reasons  given  why  yoa 
must  not  carry  on  this  trade,  ia,  because  it  is  ben- 
eficial to  the  enemies  of  Great  Britain,  as  you 
thereby  furnish  them  wiih  provisions  aod  other 
articles  of  merchandise,  which  relieve  them  from 
the  pressure  of  the  war,  and  prevent  her  from  de- 
riving all  the  benefits  she  otherwise  would  do, 
from  her  superiority  at  sea.  If  there  is  any  solid- 
ity in  this  reasoning  it  will  go  the  whole  length, 
to  prohibit  you  from  carrying  the  productions  of 

Sjur  own  farms  to  any  nation  the  enemy  of  Great 
ritain.  Tour  provisioos.  bread  stuffs,  beef,  and 
pork,  are  surely  as  useful  for  carryiog  on  war  as 
the  produce  of  the  West  India  islands.  She  has 
hitherto,  it  is  true,  applied  this  reasoning  only  to 
the  productions  of  tne  colonies,  but  it  will  equal- 
ly applyto  those  of  your  Own  country.  Hence, 
the  mjustice  aod  absurdity  of  the  principle  must 
appear  evident  to  every  diocerniog  aod  unpreju- 
diced mind.  But  she  has  already,  in  carrying  in- 
to effect  her  new  principle,  gone  further  than 
merely  to  prohibit  neutrals  from  carrying  colonial 

Eroduce  directly  to  the  ports  of  her  eoemies.  She 
as  laid  the  ground-work  to  prevent  you  from 
carryiog  to  tnose  ports  your  own  productions. 
Your  vessels  are  seized  and  condemned  for  being 
engaged  io  conveying  to  her  enemies  colonial 
prodoce,  which  has  been  fairly  purchased  and 
paid  for  by  ^our  citizens,  brought  to  this  country, 
aod,  according  to  your  revenue  laws,  made  a  [vart 
of  the  common  stock  of  the  nation.  If  [here  is  a 
shade  of  difference  in  principle  between  this  case, 
and  that  in  which  the  produce  of  your  own  farms 
should  be  captured  on  its  way  to  the  same  ene- 
my's ports,  ii  is  as  ffimsy  as  can  be  conceived  to 
exist.  When  your  people  have  purchased  the 
productions  of  olher  countries,  and  fairly  paid  for 
them  ;  brought  them  into  your  own,  and  complied 
with  your  municipal  regulations  respecting  them, 
they  become  neutralized,  and  as  much  a  part  of 
the  common  slock  of  the  nation  as  if  they  bad 
been  raised  on  your  own  farms ;  and  the  same 
principle  that  would  inhibit  you  from  carrying 
these  to  the  ports  of  a  belligerent,  would,  by  par- 
ity of  reasoDitig,  prevent  you  from  carryiog  to  the 
seme  ports  the  productions  of  your  own  farms. 

But,  Mr.  Chairman,  lei  us  for  a  moment  inquire 
whence  Great  Britain  derives  the  right,  according 
to  any  known  principle  of  law  or  justice,  to  seize 
and  cnodemn  colonial  produce,  the  property  of  a 
neutral,  in  consequence  of  its  oeiog  destined  for 
the  ports  of  the  parent  Slate,  her  enemy?  Stran- 
gers can  acquire  no  rigfiis  against  each  other,  ia 
consequence  of  the  domestic  regulations  relative 
to  commerce,  which  a  Power  independent  of 
them  may  choose  to  establish.  Suppose  France, 
by  law,  in  time  of  peace,  should  prohibit  the  im- 
poriatioB  t4  colonial  produce  to  her  ports,  oa  tbt 
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cogtinent,  except  io  her  otcd  vessels,  Great  Bcii' 
ain  eoald  hare  no  riehi  to  capture  an  Americao 
Tessel  engaged  in  such  trade.  France  ttlooecould 
ligbtfullf  seize  and  condemn  such  vessel  for  tbe 
mfraclioQ  of  her  laws;  but  no  other  Power  could 
hare  such  right.  Suppose  such  prohibitions  t^ 
moved  by  France  during  atvar,  and  the  trade  d&^ 
elaied  lawful,  could  Qreat  Britain  thereby  acquire 
a  right  to  capture  sueb  vessels  lor  being  engaged 
in  a  trade  now  declared  lawful,  which  she  could 
not  do  wbea  it  was  unlawful  7  .  CeciaiDly  she 
Tould  not.  Such  doctrine  would  be  coDltary  to 
the  plaioeGl  dictates  of  reaBon  and  common  sense. 
She  had  no  right  to  capture  such  vessel,  while  the 
probJbitiuD  cDQtiiii]ed,and  she  couid  not  certainty 
acquire  the  right  by  such  prohibitioQ  being  re- 
moved. The  intervention  of  war  cannot  alter 
the  case,  for  the  rights  of  neutrals,  except  as  to 
contraband,  remain  ib«  sanie  io  time  of  war  as 
they  were  durioff  peace.  I  must  thecefore  con- 
sider this  principle  assumed  by  Great  Britain  as 
a  flagrant  vioiation  of  the  law  of  oatiolia,  con- 
trary to  every  principle  of  justice,  and  such  as 
ougbl  not  to  be  sanctioned  oy  this  or  any  other 
independent  nation.  If  you  tamely  submit  in  ibis 
■Dstaoce,  she  will  assuredly  push  ner  aggressions 
still  further;  encroach  on  your  rights,  step  by 
ste|),  as  her  cooveaieDceand  interest  may  require, 
UDtil  she  has  effectually  destroyed  your  commerce, 
and  mooopolized  to  herself  tbe  whole  of  its  pro- 
fits. That  part  of  our  commerce  that  becomes 
immediately  subject  to  the  operation  of  ibia  new 
principle,  has  been  slated  as  very  unimporiaat, 
and  under  the  name  of  the  carryibg  trade,  bas 
been  ridiculed  as  not  meriting  the  notice  of  Got- 
ernmeni.    A  very  fevv  remarks  bowe  vet  will,  I  ap- 

Eheod,  show  that  it  is  not  so  iosigaificanl  as  has 
n  represented.  In  our  trade  with  Great  Brit- 
ain, there  is  a  balaoce  in  her  favor  ol  nearly 
twelve  millions  of  dollars.  This  balance  must  be 
Mid  ouf  of  the  proceeds  of  the  exports  of  the 
United  States  to  other  countries.  Many  of  those 
countries  that  consume  a  great  portion  of  our  pro- 
duce, cannot  give  us  specie  in  return.  Our  mer- 
chants must  ikerefore,  in  all  sucb  cases,  return 
the  produce  and  manufactureH  of  suiih  coun- 
tries instead  of  specie ;  and,  aa  the  quantity  of 
foreign  produce  and  goods  thus  received  exeeeda 
the  amonitt  necessary  to  supply  tbe  demands  for 
consumption  io  this  oounlry,  it  becomes  import- 
ant that  this  surplus  should  be  carried  to  other 
markets,  where  tVre  i*  a  demand  for  it.  and 
-wberespecie  can  be  obtained  in  return.  This  has 
heretofore  been  done  by  our  merchaota,  by  first 
importing  such  foreign  produce  ioio  our  own 
CMiDtry,  and  then  re-exporting  tbe  same  for  a 
market;  and  by  means  of  this  trade  alone  have 
they  been  enabled  to  discharge  the  balaoce  against 
us  in  our  trade  with  Great  Britain.  The  annual 
value  of  imports  into  the  Uoiied  States  amounts 
to  about  seventy-five  millions  of  dollars  j  of  this, 
tweaty-eigbt  millions  are  re-eiported  to  all  parts 
of  the  world,  and  of  that  amount,  eighteen  rail- 
lions  go  to  the  dominions  of  Holland,  Prance, 
Spain,  and  Italy.  Tbe  greater  part  of  which  is 
■ubjeci  to  captuie  by  the  new  principle  of  the 


Uw  of  aatioBsaeied  upon  by  Great  Brttaia.  Thia 
is  the  carrying  trade,  sir,  which  geatJemea  iain 
considered  so  utiimporlant  as  not  to  marlt  tb«  ai- 
lention  of  Governaieat.  Ijistead  of  estiawtinc 
this  trade  at  8850,000,  as  ((entlemea  have  do*^ 
■   ■        '  ' ■"   ■■■ — *■- —    '-id 


being  the  net. 


derived  therefrom,  (MA 


'hich  Is  not  considered  as  pai4  by  ci 
United  States,)  it  may  fairly  be  eaiinatad  M 
nearly  eighteen  millions,  or  about  one-foartb  «i 
the  whole  of  your  imports,  nearly  in  Uie  im^er* 
tion  of  eighteen  millioD  to.  saventy-Gve.  Vor  iC 
your  merchant&are  not  permitted  to  re-expoct  thft 
surplus  foreign  produce  to  thoae  markets  a^Mt* 
there  is  a  demand  for  it,  it  will  remain  on  theu 
hands  and  rot  is  their  store-houses.  This  vroald 
also  sink  the  price  of  your  own  produce,  •«  tbeM 
could  not  be  a  sufficient  demand  for  it,  baeanas 
"your  merchants  would  not  receive  in  return  for> 
fign  produce.  Toujr,  trade  must,  tlurefore,  be 
diminished  Dearly  in  the  proportion  before  atstsd. 
I  ask  geatlenieQ  if  ibis  trade  is  cut  oGL  how  yo«w 
merchants  are  te  get  speeie  to  meet  the  balanea 
in  favor  of  Great  Britain  of  twelve  millions  oi 
dollars?  If  this  cannot  be  done,  your  impgtW 
must  dimioUh  in  proportion  as  the  meana  oi  r»- 
miitance  fail,  and  your  revenue  musialso  feel  iha 
shock,  and  suffer  in  the  Same  proportion  as  jow 
importations  are  lessened.  This  is  a  view  of  the 
subject,  which  I  presume  deserves  at  least  ibe 
serious  consideration  of  gentlesKn,  and  1  be^of 
them  to  pause  before  they  agree  to  relin^oiah. 
without  a  struggle,  tliis  portion  of  qui  national 
rights — for,  if  you  submit  in  this  instance  to  ihe 
interdiotion  imposed. by  Great  firitaiaof  carryinc 
colonial  produce  to  the  ports  of  her  eneiuiea,  she 
will  assuredly  advance  her  pretenaion^  as  already 
stated,  still  further,  and  insist  on  the  right  ip  pso- 
hiblt  you  from  supplying  them  with  your  own.; 
and  itmay  fairly  he  askeo,  on  the  ground  she  baa 
taken,  where  is  tbe  difi'erence  between  sending 
colonial  produce  to  her  enemies  and  sending  your 
own  produce?  The  quant  mix  of  ioju;ry  to  hw, 
and  of  benefit  to  them,  will  be  tlia  same ;  and  s,'' 


sitj  of  taking  some  deciaire  tfep  that  will  con- 
vince  Great  Britain  that  we  are  deternuixed  nM 
to  submit  to  these  aggressionai  that  will  tell  h«i, 
in  firm  and  toanly  language,  ihas  far  you  mayfo^ 
but  not  farther.  On  this  aubjeet,  alK>,  onr  Gwr- 
ernment  ha»  remonstrated  to  that  of  QrcM  Brit- 
ain without  aflecL  No  lalisfactttry  aitangwiMUa 
could  be  obtained,  and  there,  ia  do  grtatac  pros- 
pect of  an  amicable  adjueUnentof  otu  differencca. 
with  that  natbn  at  this  mopviU  than  ii>»t'  waa 
a  year  ago,  nor  have  I  any  idea  that  we  shall  fioik 
ourselves  in  a  better  situation  in  this  Napect,  one^ 
two,  or  three  yeaca  henoe,  if  w«  tamely  aequie*e% 
than  we  now  are.  There  is,  tberefoee,  nn^auBa 
for  delay  ;  we  can  derive  no  benefit  from  tl ;  tbia 
is  the  time  we  ought  to  act,  tha  most  piopitieui 
that  is  likely  to  present  itselt 

I  shall,  in  the  next  place,  Mr.  Chairman,  notic* 
the  present  stale. of  our  relaiionswiih  Great  Brit- 
ain, in  order  to  ascertain  whether  we  ara  prnhilv 
itea  by.  any  exintng;  treaty,  <u  lagujatioii,  ttam 
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Adoftisg  iDeb  Bfeamres,  in  regard  to  her,  u  the 
BfeMDt  BUIe  of  our  affairs  may  seem  to  require. 
We  have  no  CDinn>«rcial  treaty  with 'that  DatioD, 
otcept  in  relation  to  her  coloqiesonthe  coniiarnt 
of  AmeriCft,  adjacent  to  I  he  United  Stales.  We 
toe,  Ihercfore,  at  liberty  to  adopt  such  regulations 
in  legvrd  to  oM  commerce  with  her,  as  oar  silu- 
Mion  nufraqUR-e.  We  are  certainly  not  bound, 
before  we  adopt  a  commercial  regulation,  to  in- 

Xite  bow  Oreat  BriialD  wonld  approve  it!    Or 
It  ii  might  afiect  her  interest,  eicept  ao  far  as, to 
■witmin  its  e£Gcieney  to  taduce  her  to  remove  the 

Soands  of  eomplatnt.  We,  nndoubtedly,  have 
e  rigtt  to  declar*  with  whai  natioB  «*  will 
carry  on  commerce,  without  giving  just  cause  of 
war.  Thiats  a  right  inherent  in  every  independ- 
ent nation  ;  and,  in  the  exercise  of  it,  we  are  nqt 
»  be  guided  by  ihejwwer  or  weaknesH  of  the  na- 
tioa  it  may  affect.  The  right  is  the  same  whether 
Oreat  Britain  faai  oae  falndred  or  one  thouiand 
shipa  of  war ;  and  if  you  resign  this  right  to  reg- 
ntate  yoor  own  lioramerce,  fpu  miy  as  well  re- 
•igii  your  Independence  as  a  nation.  But,  in  jus- 
tifying this  eondnct  toward  in,  does  Or  eat  Britain 
pretend  that  we  haW  acted  uutVlendty  to  herl 
n«;  the  Itas  talren  no  such  groand,  except,  Indeed, 
)B  itatine  that  this  pan  of  our  commerce  is  bene- 
fiml  to  her  enemies,  which  would  equally  apply 
tt>  4Dy  other  part  of  our  trade  with  them.  There 
bitbcrefore,  no  concession  we  can  make,  consist- 
vat  with  our  just  ri^ts  as  a  nation,  that  would 
belikelv  toprodirCea  relinqai^ment  on  her  pan 
rf  the  ground  she  has  taken.  Believing,  ihere- 
fbt«,the  conduct  of  Qreat  Britain  to  be  such  as 
t«<)n ires  some  efficient  measures  lo  be  taken  on 
«ut  part,  and  believing  also,  we  hare  a  right, 
Wtthoot  giving  just  eaoae  of  war,  to  adopt  the  res- 
IvtiOD  under  consideration,  or  any  other  of  a  sim- 
ilai  nature,  I  shall  proceed  to  inqoire  the  eSects 
ncfa  a  measure  would  have  on  Qreat  Britain,  and 
Ihe  probability  that  it  wonld  induoe  her  to  do  ns 
jasuee.  There  is  at  present  annually  imported 
mto  dUa  country  from  the  dominions  of  Great 
Britain,  merchandise  to  the  amount  of  ihiriy-five 
miUitms  of  dollars ;  for  the  greater  pan  of  which 
ab«  receives  specie,  or  American  prod uoe,  equally 
talnaUe,  and  more  necosary  for  her  support  as  a 
nation.  In  this  trade  there  is  in  her  favOr  a  bat- 
uee  of  twelve  milliorts  oi  dollars.  Sorely,  sir,  it 
•an  require  bo  argument  to  convince  any  man  of 
tfeK  vast  importance  to  Great  Britain  of  a  trade 
diat  firrnishei  a  market  for  so  great  a  qaantity  of 
W  prodoce  and  manufactures;  supplies  her  in 
tettarn  with  those  articles  which  are  most  ueces- 
tuf  fw  her  support,  and  produces  a  balance  in 
bet  favor  of  twelve  miilioDS  of  dollars.  A.  total 
Or  panial  interdiction  of  this  trade  would  dimio- 
iah  her  profits  derived  therpfrom,  in  proportion  to 
the  extent  of  such  interdiction.  Her  manufac- 
tures Would  remain  on  hand  and  rot  in  her  store- 
kdoses;  there  wonld  be  no  demand  for  them  in 
KuTopcan  markets,  wheu  the  like  articles  are 
fttraished  from  the  manufactures  of  their  own 
wmBtriee,  and  the  resources  of  the  nation  would 
■vfler  in  ptoportioa  as  the  trade  was  stagnated.  If 
*e  are  to  pay  any  regard  to  the  public  prints  of 


that  nation,  we  must  conclude  such  a  measure 
would  have  a  very  serious  effect  upon  her  interest. 
They  inform  us  that  country  would  sustain  a> 
annnal  loss  of  seven  millions  sterling,  by  the  ope- 
ration of  a  measure  similar  to  that  before  you,  la 
it  likely,  sfr,  her  raerchaotE  would  tamely  submit 
to  such  a  loss  ?  No,  they  would  not ;  they  would 
call  on  their  Qovernmeot  to  remove  the  caas& 
and  their  power  and  influence  there  are  too  well 
known  to  oelieve  they  would  not  be  heard.  Fur- 
ther, Mr.  Chairman,  such  a  measure  would  induce 
our  merchants  to  seek  other  markets,  where  they 
could  vend  our  produce  and  receive  the  necessary 
supplies.  In  tbis  Oreat  Britain  would  discover 
the  dangerous  consequences  likely  to  arise  from 
her  injustice,  and  feel  sensiUy  the  eflects  it  migbt 
produce  on  her  mercantile  IntecesL  This  meas- 
ure would  have  another  effect  in  regard  to  us.  It 
woutd  render  us  less  dependent  than  we  now  are 
on  Oreat  Britain ;  which,  I  conceive,  would  be  a 
very  (brtiinate  circumstance;  for  1  cannot  con- 
sider it  [he  interest  of  this  country  to  he  united 
tOoetosely  with,  or  rendered  dependent  on  any 
foreign  nalioti,  ^y  means  of  mercantile  connex- 
ions with  her  citizens  ;  and,  in  proportion  as  oui 
connexions  with^  knd  dependence  on,  Oreat  Bri^ 
•in  would  cease  in  this  respect,  in  the  same  pro- 
portion we  should  be  freed  from  foreign  iBflueoce 
and  from  the  effects  produced  by  her  mercantile 
interest  en  the  public  mind,  in  some  poriions  of 
this  country.  Permit  me  here,  Mr.  Chairman^  to 
notice  an  observation  made  by  the  hoaoranle 
Speaker,  (Mr.  Macon,)  when  he  inquired  why 
our  menhants  did  not  go  to  other  markets  thaa 
those  of  Oreat  Britain?  The  answer  is  obviou^ 
from  what  has  heen  already  said.  Many  of  our 
merchaots  are  connected  with  British  merchants; 
many  of  them  the  mete  factors  of  British  mep- 
chants,  trading  with  British  capital ;  such  mea 
will  not  seek  other  markets,  while  they  are  per- 
mitted to  procure  their  mercnandise  in  that  coun- 
try, where  they  have  their  capital  and  coaoexioni 
— where  they  are  better  known,  and  have  more 
extensive  credit ;  our  real  American  merchants 
have  also  large  connexions  aad  extensive  credit 
there,  and  they  will  be  unwilling  to  relinqnisk 
these,  unless  Government  shall,  by  some  effective 
measure,  give  a  new  direction  to  trade  and  anew 
impulse  to  our  commercial  afiairi.  But,  let  ihu 
once  take  place,  and  I  aib  convinced  our  me^• 
chants  will  he  able  to  procure  most,  if  not  all,  ot 
the  articles  we  consume  at  other  European  mar- 
kets—those  of  France,  Spain,  Holland,  Italy,  and 
Germany,  Ac,  on  as  good  terms;  or,  the  channels 
of  trade  once  changed.  Great  Britain  will  find  k 
difficult  to  restore  them  to  their  former  direction. 
This  she  must  know,  and  when  she  sees  the  con- 
duct she  is  now  pursuing  will  produce  this  eflec^ 
there  is  reason  to  believe  she  wiil  relinquish  the 
ground  she  has  taken  and  do  us  Justice.  It  is  her 
interest,  it  ij  her  trne  policy  to  do  so. 

It  is  said,  however,  that  though  we  interdict 
importatioD  from  Oreat  Britain,  she  will  be  able, 
notwithsianding,  to  discharge  Or  dispose  of  all  her 
manufactures ;  that  they  wQl  Gnd  other  marketi, 
and  through  them  find  their  way  to  the  UniteA 
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Slates.  This  is  an  evasireand  an  iQCDndusire 
arguDieDt.  1 1  may  be  a  sound  genetal  principle 
Ihat  commerce,  od  a  large  scale,  wilUeek  its  mar- 
kets and  Gad  it^  level,  as  the  waters  do  in  the 
oceao  :  but  regulalioa,  such  as  that  before  you, 
vilt  affect  iiti  course,  chaDge  its  directioo, impede 
its  progress,  and  determine  its  chanoels,  fo  as  to 
deprive  some  countries  of  its  bepefiti  '    ' 


olber 


n  the 


r  that  D 


and  valleys,  change  and  shape  the  directions  of 
water  couises  in  their  progress  to  the  ocean. 

But,  it  is  insisted,  this  measure  will  produce 
war ;  I  consider  it  entirely  in  the  nature  of  a  com- 
mercial regulation,  and  such  as  cannot,  as  already 
stated,  give  any  just  cause  of  war.  Bui,  it  is  ask- 
ed, will  Great  Britain  inquire  whether  it  is,  or  is 
not.  just  cause  of  warl  Will  she  Dot  consider  it 
■o.  oecHuse  it  is  avainst  her  interest  t  If  gentle- 
men will  have  it  UiBi  Great  Britain  has  abandon- 
ed every  principle  of  justice,  it  is  vain'to  expect 
she  will,  on  any  occasion,  be  governed  by  reason. 
or  motives  of  propriety,  in  her  conduct  toward 
ns;  if  she  is  totally  regardless  of  common  rjght, 
and  governed  by  her  interests  alone,  she  waits 
only  a  more  favorable"  opportunity  to  give  our 
commerce  a  more  deadly  blow;  and  it  is,  there- 
fore, high  time  to  withdraw  ourselves  from  all 
connexions  with  her.  But,  1  am  not  prepared  to 
go  this  length  i  I  cannot  believe  a  great  nation, 
Trbo  holds  a  digoiGed  rank  among  the  Powers  of 
the  earthy  would  expose  heisetf  lo  the  indignation. 
•nd  derision  of  (he  world,  by  abandoning  all  re- 

Xct  for  justice  and  public  right.  I  must  believs 
:  still  retaina  some  regara  for  he[  aatiooal 
honor;  and,  if  not  for  her  honor,  she  does  for  her 
interest:  all  that  she  could  say,  with  any  color  of 
justice,  would  be,  that  she  has  the  right  to  adopt 
other  regulations  on  her  part  (o  counteract  yours. 
Let  us  inquire  into  the  effect  of  such  regulations. 
She  may  say,  your  produce  shall  not  go  to  her 
colonies,  her  islands,  or  any  of  her  dominions.  If 
she  takes  this  measure,  she  will  prepare  the  most 
effectual  scourge  for  her  own  subjects.  She  will 
redace  the  inhabitants  of  those  islands  not  onlyio 
a  state  of  statvatioUj  but  force  them  at  length,  in 
all  probability,  into  insurrection.  We  have  alrea- 
dy witnessed  the  complaints  of  those  people  to  the 
mother  country.  We  have  seen  the  picture  they 
have  drawn  of^  their  sufferings  and  distress,  and 
their  declarations  that  they  cannot  exist  without 
the  produce  of  the  United  States.  Huw,  then, 
shall  Britain  retaliate?  Shceannot  do  it  effectu- 
»lly  without  injuring  herself  more  than  she  will 
j^ou.  Hence,  [am  clearly  of  opinion,  the  adap- 
tion of  proper  measures  on  our  part — ofmeasures 
aimilar  to  that  before  you — would  be  likely  to  pro- 
duce the  desired  effect  in  the  conduct  of  Great 
Britain  toward  us. 

An  important  inquiry  remains  to  be  made;  and 
that  is,  the  effects  such  a  measure,  as  thai  now  be- 
before  you,  would  produce  on  the  commerce  ol 
the  United  Slates,  on  the  revenue,  and  on  the  aff- 
ricuhural  interest.  It  has  been  insisted  that  it 
woold  destroy  your  commerce.  This  must  beon 
the  supposition  that  it  would  produce  war.  1  have 
endeavored  to  show  this  would  not  be  the  n< 


sary  nor  even  the  probable  ooosequence  of  it.    I 
lot,  however,  prepared  to  vote  for  it,  at  this 

,  In  its  present  shape;  bull  do  not  refuse  my 
It  to  it  because  I  believe  it  to  he  a  war  meas.- 
,  nor  because  I  think  Great  Britain  herself 
would  consider  it  so,  but  because  I  conceive  it 
advisable  to  adonca  measure  that  will  not 
terially  affect  either  your  commerce,  yoiir 
. -.  ._ue,  or  your  ^riculiural  interest.  On  this 
ground  I  would  myself  preiier  a  meaaute  ib^ 
would  impose  additional  duties  on  Briiish  mei- 
chandise,  or  I  woutdagree  to  interdict  the  import- 
ation into  this  country  of  certain  specified  arti- 
,  the  growth  or  manufacture  of  Great  BiiuiD, 
as  proposed  by  the  resolution  introduced  by  th« 
genilemen  from  Maryland.  This  measure  woulil 
not  have  a  very  serious  effect  upon  the  commerce 
of  our  country,  as  such  ariides  might  be  selected, 
and,  indeed,  are  in  the  resolution  alluded  to,  ma 
could  be  conveniently  enough  procured  at  oihn 
markets.  It  would,  at  the  same  time,  paralyze 
the  most  valuable  and  profitable  portion  of  British 
manufactures,  and  enlist  the  meroaniile  interest  of 
that  country  against  the  present  unjust  proceed- 
ings of  their  Government  The  re«uU  caoaol 
welt  be  doubted  by  those  who  know  tlie  powerful 
influence  their  merchanu  have  over  the  afiaira  of 
that  nation.  The  amount  of  dutieii  arising  from 
merchandise  imported  from  Great  Britain,  paying 
a  duty  ad  valorem,  is  somewhat  leas  than  iDrea 
millions  and  a  half  of  dollars.  The  articles  pri>- 
posed  to  he  probibittd  are  chiefly  of  the  descrip- 
tion paying  such  dutjr,  hut  do  not  include  the 
whole  of  them.  The  inlroduetiqq  will  not  prob- 
ably extend  to  more  than  one-half  the  merchaa- 
dise  in  value,  payin^r  such  duty.  But,  suppose  iba 
amount,  on  tne  prohibited  articles,  should  be  two 
millions — the  only  diminution  of  revenue  that 
could  take  place  must  arise  from  a  failure  on  the 
part  of  our  merchants  to  obtain  ihiwe  articles  at 
other  markets,  and  would  be  only  proptH-tioaBd 
to  such  failure.  Suppose  they  should  fail  in  ob- 
taining tboM  articles  to  the  extent  of  one-fourth 
of  the  whole  :  the  toss  of  revenue  would  be  pro- 
portioned, and  might  be  estimated  at  half  a  mil- 
lion; though  Idonol,myself,  from  the  best  inform- 
ation I  have  been  able  to  obtain,  believe  it  would 
exceed  one  or  two  hundred  thousand  dollait. 
This  loss  of  revenue  is  certainly  not  so  important 
as  to  prevent  us  from  adopting,  and,  once  adopted, 
adhering  to  a  measure  we  deem  calculated  to  vin- 
dicate our  rights.  I  shall  not  descend  into  de^ 
tails,  as  to  the  countries  in  which  those  articles 
can  he  procured.  Mercantile  gentlemen  have 
spoken,  and  differed  on  this  subject;  but, from  the 
most  correct  iuformation  to  be  obtained  here,  I 
am  of  opinion  there  are  few  articles  now  gotten 
from  the  dominions  of  Great  Britain,  whica  are 
necessary  for  our  consumption,  that  may  aot  be 
obtained  from  other  markets.  Hence,  sir,  it  doe* 
appear  to  me,  that  such  a  measuie  as  that  above 
proposed,  would  not,  in  any  great  degree,  affect 
your  commerce  or  your  revenue. 

I  will  now  submit  a  few  remarks  with  regard. 

to  the  effects  of  such  a  measure  on  the  agricultu- 

'  '  '       '   of  this  country.    Ii  wiU  here  be  oh- 
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sefred,  thai  do  propositioa  has  been  roade  that 
goes  to  reitrict  our  exports.  They  will,  of  coorae, 
conlioae  toaeek  the  best  markets,  and  ourprodace 
will  Bod  itswayto  Great Britaia,  as  usual.  lad' 
mit,  however,  that  commerce  and  agricnkure  are 
■0  inlimalely  connected,  that  you  cannot  give  a 
daoeerous  blow  to  the  one  wUfiout  its  bein^  seri- 
ously felt  by  ibe  otber.  But,  when  ibisis  admit- 
ted to  be  the  case,  it  furnishes  the  strongest  groood 
for  extending  protection  to  commerce,  lest  the  ag- 
ricultural inietesi should  suffer,  in  consequeoce  of 
the  wouud  gireo  your  commerce.  I  am  also  wit- 
ling to  admit  it  probable,  if  we  prohibit  the  intro- 
daction  of  Briiiab  manufactures  into  this  country, 
it  may,  in  some  degree,  redoce  the  price  of  our 
produce  that  goes  to  Oreat  Britain,  bat  not  to  such 
BD  extent  as  io  be  seriously  felt.  It  is  also  true, 
that  Great  Britain  now  receives  the  greatest  pari 
of  the  Etaplearticles,  cotton  and  tobacco,  exported 
from  Ihe  Southern  and  Western  States.  But, 
should  the  proposed  measure  be  adopted,  she  will 
atand  in  as  much  need  of  cotton  as  she  now  does. 
Her  manufactures  cannot  be  carried  on  without 
the  raw  materials,' and  she  cannot  procure  a  suf- 
ficiency of  this  article  from  aoy  other  qnarter. 
This  iBterdictioa  cannot,  therefore,  affect  the 
price  oT  cotton,  or  If  it  should,  it  must  be  in  a 
Tery  amal!  degree  indeed.  I  am  not,  however,  for 
interdict inglhe importation  from  Qreat  Britain  of 
cotton  man u fa c tares,  because  I  believe  it  would 
be  difficult  to  obtain  them  at  other  markets.  This 
will  remove  the  greatest  objection  that  has  been 
atated  on  this  subject  by  the  gentleman  from 
Oeorgia,  as  Great  Britain  will  still  continue  to 
have  the  same  demand  for  this ariicle.    With  re- 

£rd  ID  tobacco,  its  pttce  ctrooot  be  iDRlerially  af- 
ited  by  this  measure;  it  may.  perhaps,  in  a  small 
degree,  as  (heir  merchants  mil  not  be  able  to  ex- 
change their  manufacttires  for  it,  but  this  cannot 
be  sueh  as  to  b«  sensibly  felt.  I  cannot,  therefore, 
eoDtider  the  objections  made  to  adopting  such 
ft  measure,  on  the  ground  of  its  tniuiious  effects 
on  the  agricultural  interest,  as  well  founded.  1 
conceive,  in  the  present  state  of  our  affairs,  the 
only  way  in  which  we  can-secure  and  promote 
the  interest  of  agriculture,  is  to  protect  our  com- 
merce. But,  we  are  asked  if,  by  this  measure, 
we  can  expect  to  produce  any  considerable  effect 
opoQ  a  powerful  nation,  wiiboat  its  producing 
•ome  reaction  on  ourselves 7  I  answer,  we  must 
expect,  in  some  degree,  to  be  affected  by  it,  and  I 
believe  the  American  people  are  prepared  to  suf- 
fer some  inconveniences  to  obtain  redress.  They 
do  not  expect,  when  measures  are  taken  to  vindi- 
cate their  rights,  to  be  permitted  to  repose  at  per- 
fect ease.  No  nation  can  be  in  such  a  situation 
as  toenablehertoact  effectively  on  another  Power, 
■o  as  to  bringiier  to  terms,  without  feeliiig,  in  some 
degree,  herself,  the  re -action  of  the  measures  she 
may  adopt.  Such  a  state  of  things  is  not  lo  be 
expected.  If  Ibis  were  the  case,  there  would  be 
no  necessity  to  appeal  lo  the  public  voice  or  the 
naliorml  feeling  ou  such  occasions.  You  might 
adopt  any  measure  you  deemed  proper  to  obiain 
ycnir  object,  without  consulting  the  sense  of  the 
sation^ifthepublicBt  large  were  to  be  in  no  man- 


ner affected  thereby.  But,  (he  people  of  America 
sensibly  feel  the  indignity  offered  to  ibeir  country, 
and  are  as  ready  to  make  sacrifices,  to  obiain  re- 
dress, as  the  mercbanls.  When  1  have  said  this 
much,  and  am  willing  to  go  this  far,  yet  I  am  not 
disposed  to  support  the  mercantile  interest  to  any 
extravagant  extent  to  which  our  trade  may  be 
carried.  I  am  not  disposed  to  protect  our  mer- 
chants in  covering  enemy's  property.  As  we  have 
agreed  to  relmqutsh  the  prioclple,  that  ''a  neutral 
flag  shall  make  neutral  property,"  I  am  not  now 
disposed  to  resume  it,  and  insist  on  its  being  ob- 
served, though  I  believe  we  never  ought  to  have 
abandoned  it,  so  long  as  we  continued  a  commer- 
cial nation.  If,  therefore,  any  of  onr  merchants. 
are  engaged  in  such  trade — in  covering  enemy'a 
property — let  Great  Brllatn  seize  and  coDdemn 
■their  vessels.  This  she  may  do — But  let  not  the 
innocent  suffer  with  the  guilty.  I  beg  leave,  Mr. 
Chairman,  to  make  a  fewremarks  on  this  subject 
as  it  respects  other  nations.  We  are  told,  you 
must  not  engage  in  the  colonial  trade  to  France 
or  her  allies,  because  you  thereby  assist  the  ene- 
mies of  G^eat  Britain.  If  this  principle  be  al- 
lowed, let  me  ask,  what  will  France  sayl  She 
will  tell  you,  yon  shall  not  trade  in  the  producta 
of  Great  Britain,  because  you  will  thereby  give 
aid  and  assistance  lo  her — the  enemy  of  Prance. 
And'would  not  this  have  more^  than  the  appear- 
ance of  justice  in  it  ?  Would  it  not  be  a  fair  po- 
sition ?  Has  not  France  the  same  right  with 
Great  Britain  to  say,  you  shall  not  furnish  sup- 
plies 10  ber  enemies?  And  thus  you  would  be 
stripped  of  the  whole  of  the  colonial  trade.  But, 
yon  ere  asked,  if,  when  you  adopt  this  resolution. 

Sin  are  prepared  to  contend  with  the  nary  of 
rear  Britain  ?  I  was.  sir,  sorry  to  hear  this  re- 
mark introduced  on  this  occasion.  To  hear  it 
said,  when  you  are  about  making  a  regulation 
merely  commercial — Co  direct  (he  affairs  of  your 
own  country — if  you  (idopt  such  measures,  Great 
Britain  wilt  make  war  upon  you — will,  at  a  single 
stroke,  sweep  all  your  vessels  from  tbe  ocean  I  To 
bear  the  power  of  that  nation  magnified,  and  het 
warlike  achievements  painted  in  the  highest  col- 
ors, as  if  to  awe  and  intimidate  your  own  country  I 
Is  it,  indeed,  sir,  come  to  this,  that  we  shall  not  be 
permitted  to  wear  a  coat,  ibtt  cloth  of  which  is  not 
made  in  Great  Britain  1  Shall  we  not  determine 
for  Ourselves,  without  consultiogaoy  other  nation, 
with  regard  to  the  clothes  we  shaft  wear,  or  the 
food  or  liquors  we  shall  consume?  If  the  crisia 
has  arrived,  at  which  we  are  afraid  to  decide  on 
those  points  without  having  a  special  regard  to 
the  good  pleasure  of  Great  Britaio,  I  say,  in  the 
name  of  God,  let  us  resign  our  independence,  re- 
turn again  to  the  degraded  state  of  Coloniea,  and 
only  inquire  under  whose  wings  we  shall  place 
ourselves  for  protection.  But,  suppose  the  power 
□f  that  nation  is  so  great  and  formidable  (as  it  has 
been  repeatedly  represented  by  gentlemen)  that 
yon  •re'  not  to  take  a  step  without  consuliing  her 
interest,  lest  you  should  offend  ber.  When,  let 
me  ask,  will  ibis  power  be  diminished?  When 
will  the  obstacle  be  removed  1  She  has  now  nearly 
eight  hundred  ships  of  war  on  the  ocean — in  what 
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degree  must  ihey  be  dinuuiBhed  before  you  will 
dare  to  take  tbe  first  Eiep  in  TindicalioD  of  yonr 
Tiolated  ri^hta  7  Or,^ uppose  ber  oary  should  be 
increased,  in  a  few  year^.  to  a  thousaod  or  fifieea 
hundred  ships  of  war,  sDall  we  shrbk  from  de- 
ieuding  our  rigfal^  in  proporiion  to  tbii  increase 
oir  her  navy  7  I  am  not,  sir,  willing  lo  sanctioD 
nich  a  doctrine.  However  powerful  she  may  be. 
rigit  is  still  tbe  aaroe,  and  ougbt  lo  be  matnlained 
iaviolate.  You  hare  been  toJd,  tiiumphanily,  that 
Great  Britain  is  6gbtiDg  tlie  littles  of  tbe  norld- 
On  this  point,  we  are  not  lo  legialaie.  We  are  a 
neutral  nailoo,  and  as  such,  ougbt  not  to  affect  a 
partiality  for  either  France  oc  Great  Britain. .  1 
will  not,  on  tbis  occasion,  change  my  vote  on  the 
^ouud  that  Great  Britain  is  fighting  the  bailies 
of  tbe  world,  or  that  Booaparte  it  conquering  it. 
The  momenl  it  shall  become  necessary  for  us  to 
take  part  in  tbe  war,  theu,  and  not  till  then,  I  shall 
tie  triUing  to  declare  on  which  side  we  ougbl  to 
enlist  ibis  nation.  But,  while  at  peace,  it  is  neither 
the  right  DOC  tbe  duty  of  a  neutral  Power  to  de- 
termioe  which  of  those  nations  engaged  in  war 
has  justice  on  her  side.  1  conceive  we  »re  bound 
to  do  equal  justice  lo  the  one  as  the  other,  and 
not  wilfully  to  aid  either,  to  tbe  prejudice  oif  the 
Other. 

It  bas  also  been  slated  on  this  floor,  that  your 
tetritory  has  been  violated,  and  your  frontiers  ia- 
Taded  by  Spain ;  and  ibet  you  ought  to  avenge 
these  wrongs,  before  _you  lalie  measurea  to  protect 
your  ooromerce.  It  is  true,  sii,  some  unjuatifiable 
acts  have  been  done,  on  our  Southern  and  West- 
era  frontiers  by  S^oiah  subjects,  and  perhaps  by 
Bpanish  agents.  But  it  does  not  appear  tbe  acts 
were  authorized  or  sanctioned  by  their  Qovera- 
ment.  So  far  B9  has  come  lo  our  knowledge, 
from  the  documents  on  our  tallies,  and  from  ine 
best  information  that  bas  been  obtained,  (and  the 
House  are  possessed  of  tbe  same  jofurmBtion,) 
then  have  oeen  no  aggressions  or  violatioob  of 
territorial  tight,  committed  within  the  portion  of 
the  territory  ot  tbe  United  States  of  which  we 
]l&«e  taken  actual  possession  or  on  our  citizens 
vithin  the  same,  under  the  acknowledged  autbor- 
ily  of  the  Spanish  Government  j  on  the  contrary, 
lier  officere  baTe  explieitjy  disavowed  the  aggres- 
plons  complained  of.  If  toesubjectsof  Spain,  and 
American  citizens,  have  crossed  the  line  of  der 
markalion,  alternately,  and  committed  ontfages 
on  the  lerrilories  of  each  Power  without  auiboritj 
from  their  respective  Gorermnents,  (which  it  » 
believed  was  (he  case,)  it  is  a  proper  subject  for 

indicial  investigation,  or  for  amicable  adjustoient, 
ly  tbe  agents  or  the  two  Gavernments,  but  not  a 
Just  cause  of  war,  so  loag  as  those  acta  are  disa- 
vowed by  the  respective  Goveruments.  There  is, 
therefore,  do  ^ound  for  the  assertion,  that  we  have 
tamely  submitted  to  the  aggressions  and  inroads 
of  Spain  upon  our  territory.  With  regard  to  the 
depredations  stated  to  have  been  committed  on 
our  coramercebylbecruisers  of  Franceaod  Spain, 
they  are  of  a  nature  altogether  different  from  those 
committed  by  Great  Britain.  The  former  Gov- 
ernments have  not  sanctioned  tbe  conduct  of 
their  cruisers  in  those  late  cases  complained  of. 


They  have  not  auihfwized  them  by  formal  inttnic- 

lioDs  to  prey  upon  our  comnterce,  and  seize  our 
ressels  engaged  in  a  lawful  trade;  nor  have  ther 
introduced  into  the  law  of  nations  a  new  princi- 
ple, suited  to  the  present  circumstances,  to  jusiiiy 
aggrcssJoDs.  Since  the  unauthorized  capuirea, 
made  by  the  cruisers  of  those  two  Ooveromeot^ 
which  bare  for  a  coQsiderable  time  been  in  a  traijt 
of  amicable  settle  meat,  there  is  not  a  case  that  hu 
came  to  our  knowledge,  in  which  the  admiialiy 
courts  of  France  and  Spain,  in  deciding  on  ca)> 
lures  made  of  American  property,  have  asuimed 
and  acted  upon  a  principle  contrary  to  Che  law  oif 
nations,  to  justify  the  condemnation  of  such  pr^^ 
ecty,  aod  in  which  the  same  was  afterwards  sanc- 
tioned by  either  of  those  GoveruneDis.  On  tb« 
contrary,  it  it  well  known,  and  so  declared  by  har 
Minister  here,  that  Spain  has  issued  orders  to  her 
cruiserstoiespeciibe  American  flag.  What  foun- 
dation, therefore,  is  there  for  the  deelaraiioa  ^ 
gentlemen,  that  you  have  crinjed  and  shrunk  from 
the  contest  with  France  and  Spain,  and  now  wish 
to  bully  Great  Britain  1  There  is  hone,  sir.  We 
have  not  tamely  submitted  to  injury  and  insult 
from  those  quarters,  nor  hare  we  deserted  the  rigbtc 
of  our  country.  And  when  the  whole  proceerf- 
ioga,  wbicb  have  taken  place  during  the  pre««at 
session  shall  be  made  public,  (which  1  hope  mj 
soon  lake  place)  the  American  people  will  jusiUy 
and  applaud  OUT  oooduci,and  they  will  also  judge 
whi)  were  disposed  lo  resign  their  rights,  and  to  aiw- 
mit  to  national  insult  and  injury. 

It  has,  Mr.  Chairman,  been  observed  by  a  ge»- 
tjeman  from  New  York,  (Mr.  MAiTEaa,)  that  on- 
tional  qnimoaily  produced  tbe  resolution  befoie 
you.  I  regret  that  such  an  idpa  should  be  ax- 
pressed  on  thif  floor.  J  know  of  no  such  aniiDOA- 
ily.  but  I  believe,  on  the  contrary,  if  a  national  psF- 
llalily  exists  in  ihiscounlrj,  it  is  tnfavor  of  Qrut 
Britain ;  not  that  I  beljeve  such  partiality  crimi- 
nal ;  but  Great  Britain  being  the  parent  coiuury, 
speaking  the  same  language  with  ourselves,  and 
so  many  of  her  pubjecta  becoming  citizens  of  thia 
country,  there  is  naturally  felt  a  degree  of  aiiach- 
ment  towards  the  people  of  that  nation.  If  these 
feelings  do  not  go  loo  far^  they  are  laudable;  but 
in  regard  Co  a  national  enimoaity  to  Great  Britain, 
1  do  not  believe  it  exists  in  this  country,  at  leaat 
to  any  considerable  extent  If  gentlemen  meaa 
that  thiii  animosity  eiists  against  tyranny,  I  hope  it 
will  eternally  exist, so  long  as  its  cause  exists. 

But,  Mr.  Chairman,  I  hope  ve  shaU  not  cherish 
animosity  against  France,  any  more  than  agaiaat 
Great  Biilain.  Nor  do  I  wian  us  lo  cherish  par- 
tiality for  either.  There  was,  I  belicv^  sir,  a  tune 
when  tbe  peqple  of  this  country  felt  a  cenesoua 
impulsein  favor  of  tbe  French  nation.  The  flaoxe 
of  liberty  ihal  issued  from  the  bosom  of  AmodoB, 
during  the  Revolution,  bad  kindled  up  anew  is 
France,  and  promised  for  awhile  to  illuminate  the 
whole  world.  The  American  people  rejoiced  al 
the  prospect,  and  felt  a  geoetoua  sentiraeat  of  en- 
thusiasm towards  those  who  appeared  to  be  adw- 
cating  tbe  cause  of  liberty  and  the  freedom  of  man. 
But  Jam  not  prepared  to  say,  thai  ihair  fiame  baa 
coniinued  to  burn,  i^  that  the  expeci»tiai>s  itfi*- 
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uad  kA*ti  been  raatized ;  bai  I  may,  I  preaugie, 
aay,  tbera  is  ao  gioua^  to  b^liere  ttiai  ibii  nCtiiui 
aDKriaJDi  a  crimiDal  aaitnosily  afaiosl  or  partial' 
itybr  eiibaOraat  Bhuiu or Ffftoce.  Thesame 
frevt email  has  otwerved,  what  1  admit  ia  too  true, 
tli&t  Qrettt  Briiaiji  geFerns  tbe  commctoe  of  the 
world.  Tikis,  1x1  were r,  iBltkestroDgettieason  that 
ooutd  b*  advanoed.  against  a  lame  submiwiaA  to 
ewtcy  act  of  aggreaaioo  wbicfa  that  Got>erDBieBt 
noajr  ciioosa  to  oomsiit  od  yoar  coniraaice,  anlesa, 
iiwad,  yau  aje  wiUiq^.to  ackttowUdge  &  oational 
poailtaDiiiuty,aiidaiiinabilttrlaicaiaiiBJitfy.  If 
Veste  uiUkbu  to  appau  OrMl.3riuia  on  [be  oaeao, 
and  she  will  peiaist  io  bet  unjust  riolatiMi  of  our 
rigbta,  let  ut  wii^dnv  tioia  all  coonexioBa  with 
her — conflne  ourselres  viihin  the  limite  of  our 
lenitory.BBd  lira  independeitt  of  hei  tuzurieeand 
b«r  BoinnienM^  on  tbe  prodaetMHi*  and  mnnnlJtO' 
tUMK  of  our  own  covniry. 

J  bsTc  ana  or  ttyo  leaaiks  to  niak«  oe  en  ob- 
aerralioa  of  a  gwikman  from  Geoigia.  The  sea- 
lleaMi)aayi,(hal  weaie  happy  b«yoadaJi  example. 
I  admit  the  tfUh  of  liiM  remark  ■  but^'ait  ihaway 
Co  ooBtinue  lo,  w  Biibmit  to  eT«ry  insott,  and 
«)riDf  •  to  every  H^jury  1  To  shrink  from  lesialance,- 
aadectimHetheTalueofonnigbtsby  theatrengih 
of  tbe  British  drtv  {  but  in  an  iDrerse  ratio  ?  If 
w«  look  back  to  the  jiae  of  our  liberty,  we  ahaU 
find  it  sprung  flop  a  masly  T«*istanoeBgain«t  ty- 
ranny- It  ii  eur  duty,  in  my  opinioi),  ig  make  the 
like  reaistenca  BOW ;  to  imitate  tbe  cooduci  of  ear 
forsfatbaia,  from  wbece  exettiona  we  desived  oat 
JDdepeBdeiMe.  ButtbeBilisfepeatedl,br  thasame 

EMieman,  that  this  meaanra  wtll  be  C9natder«d  by 
realBritaia  aiacau«e«f  waf.  TbUideftsMms 
to  be  ao  deefily  fixed  in  the  minds  of  genllemea, 
that  they  aaam  to  aee  that  Dtttioa  take  flame,  and 
uajie  war  ibe  moHCBl  you  touch  her  mared  ia- 
Weat,  b«r  manufacture*.  I  am  still,  faowerar, 
vnabie  to4isaoTer  upan  what  ground  tbM  meoawe 
MR  be  co9aid«red  ■  oMae  of  ww.  It  ii  aimply  a ; 
aommeioial  f«ffqla4i«ii— «nd  foa  mighl «  weU  be 
ial4,  aha  wotildcnoaider « law  raguklinc  yonr  or- 
dinary interBal  ooMNTn^  a  eame  of  war.  Il  vay 
here  be  proper  to  notida  (»eoii«uaaittao«  of  booh 
HBgQluityatleBdingtbepnMntdiaeiisaiou.  9ame 
gentlemeD,  opposed  to  tbia  resolution,  have  eitprtA- 
4d  Ihes  wwinrneaa  to  de  aometbing— W  afl<mt  a 
WMsuM  leas  weigelk  than  this  ia.  Yet  all  tkuf 
argumenti  a«a  bottomed  on  tbe  tame  priaciplB, 
and  are  cqoaU^  baatile  to  nay  efieetiTa  nuasuc 
that  oan  be  devised,  as  they  are  lo  lb«t  before  you. 
If  Great  Britain  has  a  fight  to  e<ttaider  a  iMal  pro- 
hihitiwi  of  hef  merebandiM  ioto  ihb  eAuniry,  a 
ansa  of  war,  she  hu  tbe  same  light  to  consider  a 
yartlal  probihition  so.  The  principle  is  the  tame ; 
the  vnly  diOerenca  is  in  degree,  or  ia  regard  to  tke 
^OBMun  ofDwrebandiaswlM  affected  l^  the  mea- 
avtft  Though,  therefore,  my  rote  may  agree  with 
tbe  vote*  of  ihoae  geatleraen  en  this  rcEolutioD,  it 
wiU  te  given  for  very^ifiereni  MnsonB  &om  those 
they  haveasBigned.  lahall  vot«a«ainstit,b«eause, 
(ihoagh  1  am  ekatly  of  opinion,)  we  bare  a  right 
to  adopt  it  withoM  giviog  juit  eanae  c^  wai,  yet  I 
coMtder  i|  more  advimbln,  at  this  time,  to  adofu 
ftiMMVfl  ihiil  irtll  rroH  laaa  lajurMiu  to  our , 


own  interest,  nod  may  be  equally  efi««tire  in  co- 
ercing Onat  Britain  to  do  ue  jusiice. 

The  geatleraaD  from  South  CBroliaa(Mr.  Wil- 
liams,) appeared  really  to  think,  that  war  had 
already  been  declared — that  Great  Britain  had 
landed  her  troapson  our  shores,  and  that  onrpeo- 
pit  were  flying  lacnu  or  eecaping  to  the  mboa- 
lains. 

Mr.  D.  R.  WiLUAJiB.— Whef  ein  and  how  did 
I  say  sol 

Mr.  G.  W.  C«HroiLL. — The  gentle  ma  ii«a>Uend- 
ed,  that  this  wasa  war  measurej  that  our  seaport 
[owns  were  defenceless ;  that  the  British  navy, 
should  it  be  adopted,  woald  lay  them  in  ashes. 

Mr.  D.  R.  Wii^UMB.— The  gentletMn  must  be 
raisinkea. 

Mr.G.  W.CuipeBLi..— I  have  Botaken  the^n- 
tlmnaa's  words  in  my  notes ;  in  taking  which  I 
am  seldom  incorrect;  but  the  geatleman  h«a  a 
right  to  espIaiB  his  own  expresaions.  He  oeriaioly 
did  appear  ioeonaider  this  a  war  mess  we,  end  amid 
our  towDB  were  exposed;  (hat  thousands  of  inno- 
oenl  ^raoKB  would  be  ruitted  by  it;  tfaal  Oreat 
Briiato  was.  fighting  our  battles. 

Mr.  D.  R.  WiLLLMiB.— ThegeDlleiBan  has  eea- 
laioiy  mistalKn  toe,  tt  must  be  some  other  gentle- 
men who  said  ao. 

Mr.  a.  W.  CunxLL^I  ana  glad  t^t  the 
geBtleaeo  disavows  auob  aentinients.  I  wish 
every  gettilemna  ia  ths  Hoose  would  do  the  nma. 
Wc  nr^  however,  farther  told,  that -this  wni, 
(which  It  seeaos  is  eectainly  to  l*<ke  place,)  is  to 
be  aupporled  by  the  agrteiilttiTal  incereaia,  and 
that  tBo  Daarehants  in  the  Urge  seapdrt  towna 
will  reapall  the  benefit.  I  aasnre  yau,Mr..CbBirw 
man,  I  am  not  one  of  tboae  wbo  are  for  securi^ 
the  seaport  towns,  at  the  expense  of  agricultvra. 
Bi*f,«s  1  have  ali«ady  stated  mvideea,  on  this 
ptsDl,  I  will  not  repeat  them.  I  no,  howevei.be- 
tieve  the  meaanre  we  ptojiosed  to  take,  wilt,  in 
tbe  first  inatanec,  effect  the  cemmcreial  inlepsat, 
and  will  oaly  be  felt  fay  the  agriculture  interest 
ia  caDseqauce  of,  and  in  poportion  to  the  im- 
pMBsimi  it  malieB  en  commetce. 

0«^ooBawroe,sJr,itmDrevuLBerable  than  any 
other  portioa  of  our^osseasioBs;  it  may  beconau^ 
— -^  a«  nowBpaasiog  otur  ocauiry.  conaiatuiiBg 
_.  raali  partL  and  exposed  lo  the  firat  attacks  ttt 
aa  cnemr.  Efvery  impolae  that  is  given,  wUi  be 
finl  Ml  by  coaimcme,  and  throogh  iL     -" — 


farmar  oo- 

casion,  expeiieoead  the  robberies  «f  Oreat  BritaiD, 
withoiHrasorbogtosnDbamoBsnreKathis.  Tbart 
caaa  when  examined,  will  not  jnatify  the  dcolara- 
tioo.  On  that  oocadoa,  the  Re^premtative*  of 
tbeoati«D  lookastrOBBCrcrooadthaatbat  b«fi)r« 
yau.  A  bill  passed  &*  Honae  iotardictiag  all 
taiereoursB  wtth  Oreat  Briuin,  and  waa  aqeetcd 
in  the  uher  ilaaa*,  by  a  single  vote,  that  <^  the 
Tiee  Prasideat.  But,  notwithitasding  this,  a  stiU 
strimgeT  ground  was  taken.  An  embargo  was 
laid,  whico  was  only  reaaved  on  tbe  aaDmeaee- 
Maatof  nagatiatian.  Can  these  procaediags  he 
f  enaiderad  as  grouada  for  eur  tubroititag  at  this 
tiBte  to  Iks  injnataoa  of  Qicat  fiailaia  9    Baadr 
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ttaey  ciDDOt — sad  I  hope  this  Hodm  will  never 
sanciion  (uch  an  idea.  A  remark  made  by  a  gen- 
tleman from  7irgiaiB,(Mr.  Clark,) itd  tbe  subject 
of  >ibe  impressment  of  our  Beamen,  tneriis  some 
notice.  That  gentleraan  staiedi  at  lo  excuse,  (as 
I  understood  ii,)  for  the  conilDci  of  Oreai  Briiain 
in  tbis  respect,  ibe  doctrine  she  insists  od,  "  that 
a  person  once  a  subjeot,  is  always  a  subject  of  her 
OoKernment,  and  never  can  can  shake  off  his  al- 
legiance." This  iaa  dangerous  docirine  to  be  ac- 
koowledged  on  tbis  floor;  and  its  consequences 
night  involve  the  best  interest*  of  y'our  country, 
and  the  lives  of  a  vast  Damber  of  yonr  citizens. 
Suppose  it  oneeestabtiibed,Bud  a  war  should  take 
]dica  between  this  country  and  Oreat  Briiain  ; 
sbe  would  consider  such  of  your  citizens  as  had 
been  bom  in  her  dominions,  as  rebels  affainsi  their 
country;  and  when  they  fall  into  her  hands, 
-would  put  to  death,  or  oiberwiK  punish  them  as 
■uch,  instead  of  treating  them  as  prisoners  of 
war.  Are  gentlemen  prepared  to  admit  a  doe- 
trine  that  would  produce  such  d  an  serous  conse- 
quences 1  1  iruct  not.  It  is  true  Oreat  Britain 
has  contended  for  Ibis  right.;  but  it  never  hlis 
been  sanoiioned  by  Ibis  Governmrat,  and  she  has 
be«n  obliged  to  Klinquish  it  in  part,  by  the  deoi- 
■ioo  of  bei  courts  of  justice,  bo  far  as  plated  to 
persons  in  tbis  country,  at  the  conclusion  of  peace 
with  that  nation.  In  reason,  it  can  have  no  fouti- 
dsiion,  except  during  the  time  such  sobject  may 
Tvmain  wiihont  becoming  s  citizen  of  inotber 
Oovemmeac,  according  to  the  law^  thereof.  It 
nerer  ought,  or  can  be  admitted  as  applying  to 
persons  in  this  country,  after  tbey  have  become 
citizens  of  the  United  Slates,  according  to  our 
laws.    We  are  then  bound  to  protect  them  as 

,  To  conclude  ntf  remarks  on  tbis  subject,  I  will 
briefly  repeat,  that  I  am  deoidedly  of  opnion,  the 
CDudaei  of  Oreat  Britain  is  such,  in  impressing 
oof  seamen,  and  capturing  mercnant  vessels,  on 
tfae  grouDd  of  their  being  engaged  in  a  trade  with 
her  enemies,  not  open  to  tbera  in  time  of  peace, 
is  manifestly  unjust  and  unauthorized  by  the  laws 
of  nations.  I  conceive  we  have  an  undoubted 
Tight,  without  giving  just  cause  of  war,  to  reeu- 
laie  our  own  commerce,  and  to  say  from  what 
nations  we  will,  or  will  not,  import  articles  of 
coDsumpiion ;  and  what  description,  and  under 
what  eircutnstances.  I  also  believe  it  our  duty 
at  ibis  time  to  adopt  some  decisive  measure  on 
the  subject,  that  will  evince  to  Oreat  Britain  our 
determination  to  resist  ssgression  and  to  mnin- 
tain  our  rights.  I  would,  sir.  prefer  a  measure, 
in  which  we  could,  and  would  persevere,  unless  ii 
ahould  be  funnd  ourinterest  to  change  it.  A  mea- 
sure that  would  be  least  likely  to  paralyze  our  re- 
Tvuue  or  affect  the  agriculiaral  interest.  With 
this  view,  I  would  prefer,  in  the  first  instauce, 
imposing  addiiiooal,  or  discriminatmg  duties  on 
certain  specified  articles,  imported  from  Great 
Britain;  such  as  would  give  the  preference  lo 
other  Garopean  markets.  Or,  if  more  agreeable 
to  the  majority  of  this  House,  I  would  concur 
in  interdiciiog  the  importation  of  snch  articles. 
And  if  thia  akoald  not  prove  afiectoal,  I  WQold 


lak^  still  Etoneer  ground.  I  would  prohibit  the 
importation  of  all  merchandise,  the  growth  or 
maoufaclure  of  the  British  dominions.  And 
should  it  become  necessary,  I  would  cut  off  all 
intercourse  with  ibit  nation  ;  which  would  efiee- 
tually  starve  her  West  India  island;,  and  com- 
pel her  to  come  to  just  term?,  or  abandon  her  colo- 
nies lo  distress  and  ruin.  These  measures  I  am 
willing  to  take,  and  support  in  succession,  as  the 
occasion  may  require ;  and  in  doing  so  I  afaall 
act  under  the  eon^tientious  and  perfect  couviction 
thai  they  are  for  the  ^ood  of  the  nation  ;  that 
they  are  necessary  to  vindicate  the  injured  rights 
and  insulted  honor  of  my  country;  and  that 
country  Will,  I  am  confident,  in  this,  justify  my 
coodoct. 

Mr.  Jaokson. — My  conviction  of  the  import- 
ance of  thissubject  will  plead  ray  apology  for  the 
trespass  I  shall  make  on  the  time  of  the  Commit- 
tee. I  purpose  to  takea  rapid  review  of  the  points 
in  discussion  between  this  conntrv  and  Great  Bri- 
tain, and  to  touch  lightly  upon  Ine  argumenis  ^ 
gentlemen,  who  have  contended  that  It  is  better 
to  surrender  them  than  to  assnme  an  attitode  of 
resistance,  or  to  adopt  measures  perfectly  pacific 
for  the  purpose  of  producing  a  relazBtiob  of  the 
arbitrary  systematic  attacks  upon  our  neutral 
rights;  /or,  with  one  or  two  exceptions,  the  ob- 
jections adduced  go  to  sanciiou  the  opinion  that 
the  commerce  in  question, ought  to  be  abandoned ; 
and  that  this  Government  ought  not  to  do  aay- 
ihin^  lo  protect  it.  The  measure  presented  lo  the 
const deratioii  of  this  Commiilee  is  esleotated  to 
produce  a  redress  of  the  grievances  complaitied  O^ 
with  GO  maeh  justice.  First.  The  capture  of  our 
vessels  sailing  on  the  high  seas^  in  strtec  observance 
and  obedience  to  the  law  of  nations ;  and,  secondly, 
the  impressment  of  our  seamen,  bona  fide  eitixens, 
protected  b^  ihe  flag  of  the  nation.  While  we 
are  discussing  the  proposition  of  resorting  to  a 
remedy  to  rearees  these  evils,  we  are  met  by  gen- 
ilemen  who  deny  that  it  is  right  to  do  any'thing. 
First.  Because  the  Bxecutive  has  not  recommCDO- 
ed  any  particular  measure ;  and,  secondly,  beeaoM 
Ihe  trade  under  consideration  is  frauduieot,  and 
the  citizens  impressed  are  the  subjects  of  Great 
Britain. 

With  regard  to  the  first  allention,  that  the  Bx- 
e«utive  has  not  recommended  any  specific  mea- 
sure, was  it  not  objected  undera  former  Admiais- 
Iraliou  that  the  Executive  interfered  improperly 
in  legislative  measures?  Congress  possess  the 
ConsiiiutioDal  power  of  declaring  war,  and  shotjid 
the  Executive  recommend  a  declaration  of  war 
lo  us,  I  presume  we  shguld  hen  much  of  the  Bt- 
ecuiive  attempting  an  undue  and  indecent  inflo' 
ence  over  our  legislative  powers;  for.  judging  by 
the  past,  I  have  no  doubt  that  whenever  sued  a 
recommendation  shall  be  made  by  Ibe  Executing 
it  will  be  opposed  by  the  same  persons  who  now 
call  for  bis  recommendation,  and  express  dissatis- 
fkciioB  at  his  withholding  it. 

But  it  is  asserted  this  trade  is  fraodnlent,  and  ii 
is  dishoDorable  to  protect  it  So  much  has  been 
said  and  written  on  this  subject,  that  it  isBtt»- 
geihn  neeiesB  to  eombat  the  argutneots  vmed^w 
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thisfloor)  fDritiinotbecBascaceleteaied pamph- 
let, without  aa  anihor,  has  been  writlea  od  ihe 
aubJMl  on  this  sideof  the  warn,  viodicating  ibe 
faJrOMa  and  legalhy  of  the  irade,  or  as  gentlemeD 
will  haye  it,  (urreoderiog  the  questioD  at  the  Ihres- 
hold,  or  because  soother  equally  celebrated  has 
beea  written  on  the  other,  declaring  ii  "War  in 
Disguise,"  that  we  will  coaseot  \o  be  concluded  od 
tho  quesiioD,  as  they  are  all  free  game,  and  ought 
10  pass  for  Dotliiog  unless  their  arguments  carry 
conviction  to  the  mind.  The  question  rewlves 
iUelf  iitlo  the  consideratioD  whether  this  trade  is 
fraudulent  or  not.  Can  we  exchange  our  produc* 
lioiM  with  the  colonies iif  the belllgereutnatioDS — 
bring  here  theirs,  and  carry  any  surplus  beyond 
our  wants  to  other  ualionaf  I  coDeeive  that  we 
can)  coDimoD  sensesanctionsthe  opinioD.  Gen- 
tlemen,  however,  say  we  cannoL  That  ihe  pro- 
perty is  not  changed,  but  still  belongs  to  the  origi- 
nal owner  of  it,  and  that  our  neutral  flag  fraud- 
OBtly  oovert  the  enemy's  property.  Bat  gentle- 
meo  deal  in  a  mere  coinage  of  the  fancy  when 
ihey  say  to.  I  demand  their  proofs;  they  will 
not  accept  our  opinion* ;  and  I  with  eqiMl  pro- 
priety reject  theirs.  Uow  will  they  show  that 
this  IS  not  oar  ptopeitv  "i  k  is  said  that  a  want 
of  capital  is  a  proot  of  it;  but^  on  inTesileaiion,  it 
will  be  found,  that  ibe  American  capital  is  lully 
adequate  to  tne  carrying  on  this  trade.  Do  not 
we  find  our  merchants  engaged  in  the  trade  to 
the  East  Indies,  which  requires  a  capitnL  of  three 
and  foor  hundred  thooiaad  dollars,  and  if  the  trade 
to  (he  West  India  islands  be  equally  ptoGtable,  is 
it  not  to  be  presumed  that  tbey  will  likewise  en- 
gage  in  it  1  If  this  property  does  not  pass  by  the 
tiansfer,  u  we  contend  it  does,  it  may  be  maia- 
tained  that  a  horse  sold  in  the  open  market  will 
be  subject  to  an  execution  subsequently  issued 
against  its  previous  owner;,  nay,  even  that  the  ex- 
ectttar  of  such  owner  may  sue  for  and  recofer  it. 
But  this  argument  shakes  every  principle  involved 
in  commerce  toits  foundatioa ;  its  origin  is  traffic, 
which  hiduces  one  man  lo  eichaoge  the  surplus 
beyond  what  is  necessary  to  him,  for  that  which  is 
necessary,  and  was  the  surplus  of  another ;  and  if 
the  property  is  not  cnanged  by  thistraffic,  notCiing 
is  aafe,  everything  is  afluat,  and  no  man  knows  to 
whom  anv  property  belongs  which  may  happen 
lo  be  in  his  possession.  Such  a  doctrine  must 
destroy  all  commerce  at  a  single  blow.    But,  saf 

Sntlemeo,  Great  Britain  indulges  us  in  pursuing 
e  honest  oarryiog  trade.  I  disclaim  the  posi- 
tion. How  can  she  be  said  to  indulge  us  with  a 
right  sanctioned  by  the  law  of  nations ;  a  right  in- 
herent  in  every  independent  nation  I  I  contend 
ibat  the  trade  to  wbicb  1  have  just  alluded,  is  as 
just  and  honest  as  any  other  trade  of  this  country 
afloat  on  the  ocean. 

Great  Britain  not  only  imposes  on  out  trade 
the  lestiietioa  which  interdicts  our  carrying  the 
products  of  the  colonies  of  her  enemies  to  '' 
Biolher  country,  after incorporatiDg  tbem  with 
own  stock,  but  she  disallows  ail  trade  with  her 
enemies  In  tima  of  war  not  permitted  in  time  of 
^cc.  The  gentleman  from  Virginia  argues  ihii 
u  correct.    Ob  says  CliaU  Britaua  has  a  prepoa- 


derance  on  the  ocean,  and  inquires  whether  we 
have  a  tight  to  check  it  by  supplying  ber  enemy 
with  anything  necessary  to  relieve  bis  wants. 
This  jsgoing  farther  than ''War  in  Di^uise  i"  than 
the  time-serving  Sir  William  Scott,  who- some- 
times recollects  that  he  is  called  on  to  expound 
the  law  of  nations  as  a  judge,  and  at  others  onlr 
register  the  orders  of  the  King  and  Council ;  ot 
y  other  man  in  England.  Does  not  this  strik« 
the  root  of  the  whole  trade  of  our  country? 
There  is  no  nation  at  war  that  is  not  more  or  less 
lupported  by  our  products ;  they  derive  /rum  ns 
fae.meansof  subsistence,  and  the  carriage  of  ihetn, 
t  seems,  is  to-be  prohibited,  because  Great  Britain 
has  a  preponderance  on  the  ooeao,  and  can  starve 
out  her  enemies  if  we  are  not  permitted  to  carrf 
to  tbem.  Great  Britain  says  yoo  shall  not  carry 
a  trade  in  time  of  war  not  permitted  in  time 
of  peace.  She  seizes  our  vessels  i  inverts  the  oatti- 
rat  principle  of  evidence;  throws  theonuaproboA- 
di  ufsboniug  thai  this  trade  then  proseeuted  was 
carried  on  in  time  of  peace,  on  the  oweer  of  tbe 
properly,  and  thus  our  whole  trade  afloat  is  ex- 
posed to  OBZsrd  and  vexatious  interruptions.  Bu^ 
—  defiance  of  tbis  rule  set  up  by  herself,  Great 
riiain  opens  in  war  her  own  islands,  whose  trade 
shut  up  in  time  of  peace.  Test  then  ber  prin- 
ciple by  ber  practice.  It  will  not  be  couteoded 
that  she  coDnives  at  »  fraudulent  trade,  or  justi- 
fies it  as  lawful  with  b«rself,  when  she  declarea 
the  same  trade  relatively  to  her  enemies  illicit  and 
subject  to  coodemnatioa.  If  then  she  is  not  gov- 
erned by  narrow  and  nnjust  views,  she  cannot  con- 
tend that  that  is  right  wbeo  it  respects  herself^ 
which  is  wrong  in  relation  to  another.  She  hat 
yielded  that  question  by  opening  her  porta  in  war 
wbicb  were  shut  in  peace,  and  lias  madB,«vea  if 
thae  existed  a  previous  doubt,  this  trade  lawful. 
"  t,  not  confined  to  going  this  length,  shecarriec 
that  trade  he«self  which  she  denks  to  us ;  tbaa 
adding  another  to  the  numerous  outrages  commit- 
ted upon  us.  If  we  acquiesce  in  tbis  doctrioe,  advo- 
oated  by  Great  Briuio,sBnctionedJby  her  admiralty 
courts,andepforeed  by  her  cruisers,  laskif  weabali 
not  violate  that  honest  neuiralitv  wbicb  com^s 
us  to  treat  all  naiioos  alike  t.  Tba  great  pv iitci]^ 
of  a  neutral  nation,  as  defined  by  the  law  of  na- 
tions, is,  to  treat  the  belligerents  with  equal  im- 
partiality, aod  not  to  favor  one  at  tbe  expense  of 
another.  By  acquiescing  in  tbe  doctrine  that 
renders  this  pott  of  our  trade  liable  to  capture,  we 
make  ourselves  a  party  on  the  side  of  one  of  lbs 
nations  en^ged  in  war. 

Tbis  coliAial  trade  is  not  only  lawful,  but  it  ia 
beneficial  to  the  merehant  and  also  tbe  farmer. 
GcDilemen  have  attempted  lo  draw  a  distinction 
betweea  the  mercantile  and  the  farming  inieresta. 
I  shall  by  and  b^  expose  the  fallacy  of  their  rea- 
soningi  but  at  tbis  time,  1  will  ooofiue  my  remarks 
lo  proving  that  this  trade  is  not  only  beneficial  to 
the  merchant  but  likewise  to  the  itrtavc.  The 
colonies  from  which  this  trade  is  dsfived,  are  fed 
exclunivelY  frota>lhis  country— to  tbem  we  carry 
our  provisions  and  receive  in  return  their  produc- 
tions. It  is  not  our  iBterest  to  receive  money,  if 
they  bad  it,  baoauae  we  should  lose  the  profit  on 
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tbererani  ear^.  If  we  were  not  Kt  Ub«ny  40  pur- 
ehaie  beyood  the  ooDsompiioa  or  our  coantry ,  the 
•xient  of  our  exports  would  be  diminished  in  the 
Hme  rttio,  for  not  faBTin;  money  lo  pky  (br  our 
pTcrnsions  they  could  not  purebiM  tnem.  Tb« 
eonieqaenee  woold  be  that  the  trade  wonid  fall 
into  reuil  huds,  and  the  kw  wootd  reretberate 
on  tbe  former,  the  demand  for  his  prodnottoDi 
vould  be  diminished,  and  they  would  rat  in  oni 
wwr^Mmn.  This  ahown  that  the  farmer  U  as 
deeply  interested  in  (be  trade  as  ibe  merchsnt. 

B«t  while  we  are  anerapting  to  obtain  justice 
for  this  otitnige,  which  some  gentlemen  admit  to 
be  Moh  «nd  others  deny,  we  are  told  that  we  are 
paving  ibe  way  to  war.  Will  a  measure  of  this 
kind  lead  to  war  1  If  so,  we  hold  our  righls  by 
feeMe  teome.  Shall  we  not  be  permitted  to  rt 
Mive  imrasp^te*  from  other  nations  as  we  please? 
Shall  wenetbepemitted  lossy  to  a  nation  doing; 
tBjtistioe  to  us,  we  will  have  no  intercanrse  witfi 
ycmi  without  giriag  (hat  nation  a  jnst  cause  o< 
war  t  Strange  princi^  I  If  a  nation  is  not  al- 
lowed to  take  sveh  nearareH  of  redress,  witbont 
iBTolviBg  hmsetf  in  war,  I  cannot  conceive  in 
what  the  rights  of  a  nation  consisft.  I  aeknow- 
tedge  nyKlf  always  to  have  been  a  sttanger  to 
then,  tir  this  measure  will  hav«  such  an  efi^ 
fewyibing  we  can  do  will  have  the  same  tendency! 
If  to  proliibittKll  articles  from  Great  Bf  itain  be  a 
war  neasttre.  to  ptDhibit  any  part  of  them  will  alt 
be •  WVT  raeoMire}  end  ifis  tbevffore  but  fair  i 
eenaidw  the  arganents  of  gentlemen  as  equally 
applicable  to  doing  anything.  If  theeeoorge  of 
war  is  bi<U  oreroiH  heads  by  such  s  iriender  thread, 
■ballibefear  of  it  prevent  ns  from  doing  (hat  whlcb 
,we  consider  as  bat  jostke  to  ourselves*?    Bat  the 

EeatleBMD  saysOreat  Bt4taiii  will  not  be  injured 
jrawar  withueeven  toihe  valtic  of  a  single  doUar. 
SWeh  language  I  should  have  «carcelv  expeeied  to 
bear,  even  sseoraiog  frota  (he  BnglisD  Cbaitcd  lor 
of  the  Bxcbeqoer,  upon  tbe  ftoor  ef  Parliament 
I MU  ready  to  allow,  and  I  Srraty  believe,  that  H 
Qttvt  Britain  tbinha  it  her  interest  to  go  to  war 
with  US  she  will  do  M»,ahe  will  firat  strike  the  Wow, 
as  tbe  did  in  the  oaat  of  the  Spanish  prizes,  met 
declare  war  afterwards.  8o  the  argnnent  goes 
fefDOthing.  BtK weareherbettcnstomers.  we 
anpply  her  with  raw  materiab  which  sbe  eanaot 
obtaia  from  other  oountries.    I  eouider  this  «■ 


t  property  med,  we  may  always  avail  oursetv«s 
without  giviog  her  a  Jest  ea«se  for  wart  H«- 
wri(ere  say  a  non-iatercon»e  with  this  country 
would  prove  a  lot*  to  her  of  six  miUitms  sterling 
a  year.  Sorely  they  know  what  wauld  be  the 
«iecl  of  Eooh  •  measure  belter  than  we ;  and  with 
tbi*  •■wriioii  Mariog  t^n  in  the  Awe.  it  will  not 
again  be  said  that  a  war  with  as  would  not  cost 
her  a  dolbr.  Bat  it  Is  said  Oreat  Britain  isfight- 
ing  for  her  own  existence,  agaiaat  an  eKenrr  that 
is  moat  pewerfal ;  that  she  is  Ike  only  tmiwark 
betwepi  Pmnoe  and  oniveieal  despotism  {  and 
thns  an  altenpt  is  made  to  enlist  onr  sympatbies 
in  her  fitvor.  Bat  let  her  do  as  justice  before  she 
elahua  onr  syBtpathy.  Shalt  we  wait  mlil  she 
hw  anbduMl  the  wuls  ooMioaiital  marine  and 


Shall  we  fold  upour  arms,  and  say  wepa>- 
!  convolsed— you  are  menaced  with 
we  will  patiently  wait  tilt  you  get 
rid  of  all  theee  sources  of  starm  before  we  press 
ron  1  Can  ft  be  imagined  that  she  is  contending 
for  a  right  ia.  war,  prnsed,  convutsed,  and  threat- 
ened as  she  is,  which  she  will  abandon  on  a  retnta 
of  peace?  This  is  to  suppose  that  the  miUeniMi 
is  approaching,  of  which  Oreat  Britain  i«  to  be  tb* 
faBTbmger.  Praetite  this  syatem,  aad  in  a  little 
time  yoa  will  hare  notiiiDgfeft^  worth  fighting  for. 
Lets  nation  strike  Btan  imptrrtant  branch  of  yont 
trade,  Bnd  trample  on  rights  held  dear  by  ever* 
citizen  of  America,  and  let  her  know  that  yoa  wHl 
watt  till  every  alarm  which  ahe  feels  is  remomd, 
and  then  ask  for  justice ;  that  you  deem  it  disfaao* 
orable  to  make  a  stand  imiil  sbe  has  her  hnad* 
cleared  of  all  other  difBculiiee-— let  this  syatem  ot 
no  system  be  resorted  to,BBd  yon  willnet,  1  repeM 
it,  have  a  right  left  that  is  worth  eontending  ferv 
But,  say  gentlemen,  if  We  resort  to  (hismeaaare) 
Great  Britain  will  go  to  war,  and  instead  of  kaf* 
ing  1,500  seamen,  she  wHl  have  15,000  of  oar  otti- 
zens  groaning  in  her  prison  ships.  Thia  is  tral|r 
a  d^rading  picture,  which  |foes  to  show  that  w« 
shall  not  be  permitted  to  resist  an  eaeroaehment 
OB  our  rights,  been Bse  tbe  injury  will  bei«creaKS 
tenfold.  Let  Great  Britaia  ooce  know  that  tUm 
is  your  mode  of  thinking,  and  instead  of  holding 
in  bondage  1,500,  abe  will  indeed  idb  yoa  of  16,000 
of  your  sMinen  ;  and  kiatead  ofoapturiag  16  mi^ 
lioos  of  property,  she  will  lake  150,  and  yoa  will 
beasbankTuptiBfortuDeasiBoharBcter.  0M,aay 
gMilemen,  this  right  i(  not  worth  cdnteadinK  for, 
and  ask  triumpbandy,  shall  we  lose  six  milliaaB 
for  the  protection  of  one?  Bnt  if  on  this  geora 
we  hesitate  reaistlng  aggressians,  we  shall  atian 
have  no  milKons  to  Mse.  Are  we  then,  indeed,  ta 
lit  down  tamely  and  cotmt the  ectu;  debit  soBswBk 
for  honorable  resistance — credit  eo  madi  for  B** 
llonal  d^mdati  on— balance  in  ft.vor  of  piuiHme- 
mods  Bcqnieaeetne?  Aregmtlemen  ripeforsMli 
humiliation  1  I  eonaider  spirit  aa  essential  bb  iie 
gredient  in  government  aa  n  man.  Let^natioH^ 
Man  indiriwial  whoae  righla  are  isvBded,  or  whoM 
persoB  ia  issalted,  once  say  he  will  not  resent  tbe 
iDJtiry  became  ft  will  cost  more  than  pBtienitl' 
endvrinff  it,hewiIlaooB  not  have  aright  left  worA 
defeirdtiig.  Bnt  say  gentlemen,  will  you  go  to  war 
for  this  oarrvfng  trade?  If  the  qneatijo  of  wn 
were  fairiy  involved  in  it,  I  aavwer  ye»— I  wonM 
as  aooB  go  to  war  to  protect  it,  as  to  protect  tfie 
ri{[ht  of  li^hway  on  terra  6rma.  But,  il  is  ea1t«d, 
w]ll  yoB,  in  kifaney,  eontend  with  Britain,  who  fat 
in  her  manhood  ?  Bir,  if  our  inftney  is  not  foft- 
tered,  w«  shall  never  arrive  at  maohood  ?  Better 
for  us  to  die  contending  for  our  Tighfs  than  submit 
to  such  a  principle.  But  I  have  another  answer. 
We  bare  shown  ourselves  able  to  contend  irftft 
this  very  oatioo,  wtien  we  had  as  many  iaterMd 
as  external  foes;  and  if  we  succeeded  BgaiaathW 
then,  shill  we  tear  to  eotrlead  wirh  her  new?  It  is, 
however,  said  that  by  this  VMaaore  we  shall  lOM 

of  six  millions.    It  is  not,  however,  pf»> 

1  w«  sbaU  Ibow  aaoh  a  lo«a.    The  am^ 
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■e  meivfl  fram  Britem  are  not  of  tW  irat 
Xy.  TImj  cmn  b»  got  atMwhere,  and  onr 
g  la  tni<l«  viUt  her  wilt  op«n  new  maTteta 
mvUKreonotiiuL  ItiBConleaAtd tb&totlrezpvrta 
■wtU  be  eat  off.    Ttiia,  bovatct  is  evidtaily  «i- 

Wa  furnish  Britala  with  raw  materials  iriiteh 
rite  cannot  obtain  elsewhefa,  wbiott,  if  she  could 
Kveid  Ir,  sbe  nonid  trot  oMun  Arom  os.  She 
iBoki  to  four eemmereiri^reainesBwitba  jealoas 
^e,  aad  wonid  oat  permit  a  sin^  article  to  be 
expiMed  from  tbin  eottntrf  into- her  ^omiaioDs,  if 
iteonhtbe  obtained  ehewh ere.  Where  tre  the 
ootlea  aod  provisions  with  which  she  can  be  sup- 
plied? Were  she  to  rri^ise  these  productions 
nrofli  this  country,  she  roi^l  be  likened  to  «□  in- 
di?idnal  who  m  consequence  of  a  famine  in  (he 
IsiMt  could  not  procure  bread  cicept  from  a  single 
Arm«,  and  becsuse  he  was  his  enemy,  would, 
rather  than  do  this,  sft  down  and  die.  Milltons 
of  her  subjects  depend  for  bread  and  snfiport  on 
yon.    Gui  off  the  eiportation  of  raw  materials  to 


serious  as  the  invasiftn  of  Ireland  by  a  Preach 
avmy.  Her  whole  people  will  be  np  id  tumult 
against  the  OoTemtQeot— for  what  poUticai  body 
can  legislate,  or  what  police  can  gun-d  cffectvallr 

SinMstarvaiioD ;  a^inst  impendiocf  ruin?  But 
trade  with  Britain,  it  seema,  oagnt  lo  be  fos- 
tewdbrus.  Why?  Is  it  because  it  pKsents  a 
great  bauBce  against  as?  For,  let  gentlemen  say 
what  they  will,  they  must  allow  the  balance  is  in 
h«r  &Tor.  But,  they  ask  how  is  this  balance 
madenp?  Prom  the  balances  in  onr  favor  drawn 
from  the  ttadt  witb  other  countries;  it  is  tbere- 
fwe  rrrinons,  for  it  is  a  maxim  well  established 
uid  known  by  Great  Britain,  that  a  nation  nerer 
C(m  aceumnlate  wealth  {fota  a  trade  when  the 
baiance  of  such  trade  is  against  her ;  and  that  a 
tmit  nnder  stKh  cireustances  oaghi  almost  lo  be 
iBt«rdict«d.  Btit  geatlemen  say,  Great  Britain 
knows  thegeninsof  theAtDerieaDpeople;'knd  if 
tfcey  go  to  war,  we  will-  make  peace  with  her 
OB  her  own  terms.  I  will  admit  the  genms  of 
tke  American  people  is  pacifie. 


t  wairert  the  r«g»inder  of  his  re- 
mnrfes  until  the  next  day.J 

WfemtEBDAT,  Mareb  18. 

A.  nieasagfi  fraqi  the  Senate  informed  the 
House  that  the  Senate  havs  pawad  the  bill,  enti- 
tled ''An  act  bit  ealabtishiBg  rules  and  articles  for 
tta~  gararDment  of  the  annies  of  the  United 
S(a4ea,"  witttaeseralitawdnentai  Utwhichthay 
d«u'n  the  coMuiMoca  of  this  Houm, 

Ordered,  That  the  ComMuuae  oa  tba  PttbUe 
Lawk,  to  whouLwac  leArred,  oa  tiM  I  waaa^&unh 
of  Jaaoary  laat,  tte  maaorial  of  Ae  L^islaiifw 
CoMseiland  HouMof  RapnaaaNttitMctf  tbaUis- 
siasippi  "Svtmotf,  b«  discWrgad  (ron-lba  c«uid- 
enuoa  ihereoT,  wmi  that  tlu  said  ■amorial  be  ra> 
fsnd  i«.the.CoiBiiuMM^  Wa^«Bd  Ueav. 
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n  resolved  itself  inco  Commit* 


igaio  _  

lee  of  the  Whofe  en  the  state  of  the  Union — Mr. 
OHseo'a  resolution  siilt  under  consideratioa. 
~  Mr.  JAOKSONContrnued  his  remarks,  as  follows; 
Mr.  Cbatman,  when  the  Oommittee  rase  last 
nigfat,  I  was  replying  to  aa'argoment  dmwn  fVoon 
'the  pseifle  disposition  of  ibis  nation,  which  wav 
used  lo  weve  that  Great  Britain  welt  knew  thaf 
WB  would  BBcrifioe  aayihing  for  peace,  and  if  sha 
declated  war,  and  eammitted  depredBthms  on  as, 
might  profit  of  these  adrauEBges  by  making' 
peace  on  hsr  own  terms.  I  admitted,  in  its  fullest 
latitude,  the  afetsioq  of  the  Americau  people  ta 
KO  to  war  for  lightand  transient  causes.  Tber 
ivill  sednlonsly  foster  peace ;  they  wilt  bear  and 
forheBT  mncb ;  viewing  war  as  the  soourge  of -the' 
human  raee,  every  hmionble  exertion  will  be 
made  by  them  to  avert  it ;  but  there  is  a  paint  of 
dagradaiicD  and  insult  beyond  enduraaee,  whiuh 
nqnatioBcan  advance  to  wiifaoat  feeling  Aevelf 
gotaee  of  Unitsd  America.  We  have  ivsted  this' 
tmth  by  experivnse.  Loek-  to  tke  Heroluifen, 
when  tb6  noble  spirit  of  the  times  braved 
terrors  of  treason,  uisery,  and  death,  rather 
than  tanretv  sebmit  to  the  aecnmnlated  vnongs 
that  vrere  beeped  upon  us.  I  have  too  much 
respect  for  my  eonntry  to  betiera  that  any  at- 
tempt to  rob  US  of  a  sir^e  right  which  we 
thea  aeeared,  by  one  of  the  noblest  atruggln  re- 
corded in  (he  annals  of  the  World,  woald  be  tame- 
Ijr  Mirrendered.  But  it  is  said  ih«sp»ritof  the  na- 
ttoo  has  1»een  toosed  hy  tb«  iatpasiliCFns  of  iba 
newspapers,  iafluBBDed  bylherapMirr  of  the  mer- 
chants. No,Bip;  icisby  seeingltsnghlsand  thr 
rights  c^  its  oitiaena  mna^td  <m— i^ostrafed  if 
1  lawleas  baadltti  en  the  eeean,  respeettag  n»  law 
battfaeirowa  iotereat-'-ackna'wle^ng  no  rights 
between  then  end  the  cytaaay  of  iheaeas.  Is  Uw 
capture  of  o«r  seamen,  and  venela,  aad  eawoea 
oa  iheocaau,  animposjtieR?  Ho,  sir;  it  uafaud 
reality,  wiuwssed  by  tha' miseries  and  bankrupt- 
lies  of  tbeusasds ;  and  when  a«  honest  barsl  of 
ndignation  is  r«-ecb«ed  from  the  remotest  cet- 
me  of  the  Union;  we  are  gtwely  lolcl  Ibat  w«- 
ntiit  nak»  a  dtstiaeliea  betwven  eaoAienw  a«A 
Bgiieulttire,  which  it  i*  alleged  exist*  in  fact,  and 
cannot  be  loU  sig4)t  ofi  Let  as  eiamiaa  thiadav- 
trine.  Tbc  merrikant  porehaees  the  pmdocff  of 
the  fkrmar,  hia  beef,  aad  pork,  aad  evarjr  stirptM 
wfaiah  ha  has,  and  tntrcrsei  evety  sea  laaeaTeb 
of>  a  markel'for  it ;  tke  price  ah«aA  pMdaecs  «imb- 
petiliMi  at  booie-j  tbe-proflls  to  tha  raenhant  ba- 
iBK  always  Dearly  the  mmei  and  by  ibis  eompe- 
litlon  tka  farmer  neaiva  a  prenion  pnpMlton- 
ite  to  the  demand  abroad ;  bit  take  away  thia 
rivalahip  at  home  by  abairdoning;  your  meMfaanta 
*-  the  depradatiaos  of  eve»y  fieeboatwr— for,  if  yott 
>ce  prcDounee-  that  they  are  to  be  idtuidoned, 
every  sea  and'  shots  wUt  be  infested  by  then — 
and  you'  coMpal  him  to  quit  the  ocean,  ta  em- 
ploy his  capital  an  had,  aad  oar  farasetv  wili  be 
obliged  to  take  whaterer  price  foreigners  com' 
ing  into  onr  pons  may  choaae  lo  give,  and  to  ptH- 
chase  the  predaettoM  of  other  GOaatries  from  iheni 
at'WhtMVer^iaathef  aarcboaea  t«aak.    Tke- 
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iutusaiB  or  BgricQltare  »deI 
fore,  iniimaielr  conneoted:  but  aoocher  eipedi- 
eot  is  reEoned  to.  It  is  said  a  distinction  is  lo  be 
kepi  up  betireea  che  Northern  and  Soutfaem  iu- 
teresu,  and  this  measure  will  opftate  oo  the 
South  aloDe.  Sir,  we  ou^ht  to  linoi*  nothing  of 
local  inierests  w  g^ographrcal  divisions  when  the 
lights  of  an  American  citizen  are  iaraded  ;  we 
ought  onlf  to  know  it  aod  feel  it  aa  Americans. 
Did  the  North  use  oihei  laoguage  when  the  nav- 
igatioik  of  the  Mississippi  was  destroyed  by  with- 
holding the  right  of  depoeit  at  New  OrleaBs?  No, 
sir,  with  honorable  feeJings,  their  oolf  soliciiude 
was  bow  they  should  most  effeeiually  restore  and 
preserve  it.  Let  us  then  act  with  teDtitnenis  of 
the  same  noble  liberality  when  the  pressure  of 
wroofs  is  most  immediatetf  felt  by  i hem,  but 
which  mast  and  will  operate  upon  us  also,  for  no 
meature.can  affect  the  rights  of  this  DBiion  thai 
will  notseasibljr  iojureerery  partof  the  Uaion.  If 
our  oommerceisdisturbed,  if  our  rights  OD  the  sea 
are  cat  off  one  by  one,  and  such  is  the  tendency 
of  the  present  measures  of  Britain,  what  will  be- 
come of  Dur  cotton  and  tobacco^  Will  they  not 
rot  OD  out  hands,  or  be  sold  at  the  price  of  those 
who  may  he  pleased  to  come  and  purchase  them? 
If  commerce  languish,  agriculture  will  languish 
likewise,  for  one  is  the  handmaid  of  the  other. 
But,  say  gentlemen,  the  ralue  of  the  trade  inter- 
rupted by  the  piratical  conduct  of  Britain,  is  not 
worth  coDienduig  ibr,  is  not  worth  the  risk  of  the 

E resent  measure,  or  the  hazard  of  war,  I  hope, 
owevei,  we  shall  not  estimate  national  wrongs 
by  pounds,  shillings,  and  pence.  1  hope  that, 
when  our  rights  are  invaded,  we  will  all  be  uni- 
ted, not  in  calculating  the  coal,  but  in  adopting 
taeasures  to  insure  redress.  But  gentlemen  say 
these  aggressions  will  only  lost  during  the  war. 
Sir,  the  war  in  Europe,  for  the  last  fifteen  years, 
hu  been  almost  nninteriaiKed.  Were  you  to  hold 
this  language  to  an  indiridual,  and  say  lo  him, 
you  are  denied  free  isgress  or  egress  to  or  from 
your  own  mansioa,  and  console  you  by  adding. 

Sou  con  bear  with  your  wrongs,  they  will  last  only 
ujiog  your  lifetime;  he  would  spam  you  from 
him  with  indignation.  Look  at  the  stale  of  the 
European  world,  at  its  situation  for  iwemy  years 
paM,  and  say  whsl  chance  have  you  of  peace  7  1 
nope  our  rights  will  not  be  thus  permitted  lo  be 
trampled  on  with  impunity,  under  sueb  a  pretext. 
I  hope  to  see  tone  systematic  measures  adopted 
to  meet  Oreat  Britain,  who  appears  lo  hare  form- 


ed a  delibaraie  plan  to  inflict  all  the  injury  in  her 

Gwer  on  this  people,  whom  she  looks  upon  as 
r  most  dangerous  rival.  This  step,  which  she 
has  taken,  is  a  link  iu  the  great  chain  of  vassalo^, 
a  ooIossbI  stride  towards  effecting  that  plan  which 
hat  for  its  object  the  dominioo  of  iheaeas.  If  we 
vield  one  right,  as  well  estoblished  os-the  right  to 
breathe  the  vital  air,  it  is  weak  in  us  lo  isBgioe 
Great  Britain  will  stop  here..  This  would  be  as 
contrary  to  bee  genius  m  the  genius  of  this  Oor* 
cmment  is  to  war. 

But  it  is  said  Qreal  Britain  willcotmlervail  our 
restrictions;  id  this  respect  we  si^nd  in  a  very 
difiwent  aitoKiioa  Uv^  hu.    Wb  tM  her  baot 


re,ontbe 
iolated  if 


t  sends  to  us  articles  which  shs 
cannot  sell  in  other  places ;  and  we  supply  her 
with  necessaries  which  she  cannot  procure  elsfr" 
where.  It  is  in  vain,  therefore,  to  suppose  Qreat 
Britain  can  affect  us  by  a  countervailing  policy. 
If  she  could  there  is  no  doubt  she  would.  Ifgeo- 
tlemen  will  turp  their  eyes  to  her  islsnds,  they  will 
see  that,  when  she  can  supply  them  with  pr^ 
visions  Irooi  other  quarter*,  she  does  not  permit 
us  to  carry  our  produce  to  them.  It  is  only  whea 
she  cannot  obtain  them  elsewhere  that  she  grants 
this  as  a  favor.  But  we  are  told  that  we  cannot 
supply  ourselves  with  the  articles  we  derive  from 
her  in  other  markets;  and,  as  evidence  of  this, 
it  is  said  that  [he  French  armies  are  now  clad  id 
Briilth  maDufaciures,  DOiwilbstanding  the  inter- 
diotions  of  the  CJovernmeot  of  France.  But  I  call 
for  proof  of  this  assertion.  I  deny  iL  I  aaaerL 
from  unquesiionable  authority,  that  they  are  clad 
from  head  to  foot  in  French  nMUUfactures. 

But  gentlemen  say  they  will  net  insure  this 
trade  at  the  expanse  of  the  Constitution.  1  do 
not  understand  ihis  language.  Has  the  Consti- 
tution interposed  a  barrier  to  the  insurance  of  the 
rights  of  ibc  nation  in  auy  situation  whatever? 
So  far  from  this  being  the  cose,  I  belie 
contrary,  the  Constitution  would  be  v  .  .  ._ 
our  rights  were  not  maintained  in  every  part  of 
iheglubb  1  believe  the  reverse  of  their  pictuia 
is  true ;  aod  that  if  we  do  not  protect  our  citizen* 
in  (he  enjoyment  of  ibeir  rights,  we  violate  the 
Constitution,  oo  matter  whether  those  cittaena 
are  merchants  or  farmers.  Were  we  to  decide 
ihis  question  by  its  immediate  inflseifce  on  iha 
finances,  by  the  profit  and  loss  that  would  ftow 
from  it  for  the  momeoi,  it  would,  indeed,  in  my 
opinion,  be  making  us  a  miserable  set  of  counting* 
house  politicians.  And  Lhougli  we  might  profit 
by  ic  for  a  moment,  our  situation  would  soon  be 
worse  than  it  was.  We  would  show  ouraelve* 
penny-wise  and  pound -foolish.  Gentlemen  say 
ihey  will  not  protect  a  trade  which  is  worth  but 
a  raillioa  (though  I  believe  it  may  ba  shown  to 
be  almost  equal  io  the  whole  of  oar  exports)  at 
ifae  expense  of  six  millions.  But  if  we  legislate 
on  this  ground  of  calculation,  we  shall  soon  bav« 

00  commerce  worth  protecting.  If  we  yield  om: 
rights  hecauie  their  protection  will  cost  toore  in 
dollars  aod  cents  than  ihey  are  worth,  we  shall 
toon  have  no  commerce  remsining.  I  consider 
the  aggressions  which  Britain  has  made  npoa  our 
trade  atone,  a  suffieieni  stimulus  lo  induce  ua  to 
do  something.  But  when  I  refer  lo  the  three 
thousand  seamen  she  holds  in  miserable  baodagv, 

1  consider  the  destrDciioa  of  this  trade  as  but  a 
drop  in  the  ocean  compared  with  them.  Bat,  on 
this  subject,  horrid  as  it  is,  I  find  some  geailemen 
are  the  apologists  of  Britain  1  Une  geotleman  ob* 
serves  thai,  iaasmuch  as  her  own  subjects  are  to 
oar  employ,  she  baa  a  right  to  take  from  ns  >a 
eqaal  number.  But  there  is  no  analogy  between 
the  eases.  The  net  of  her  subjects  in  entering 
into  our  service  is  voluntary,  while  our  ciiixens 
are  kept  in  her  service  by  violence.  Some  of  oar 
own  citizens  reside  in  Britain,  and  yet  we  never 
dreamnd,  «f  cemplaining,  hentue  she  haa   not 
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banished  them  from  her  bomm.  No  mia  ia  bia 
seDset  can  My  ibiit  BniftJD  19  jusUGeil  io  keepioK 
oar  citizens  in  slarery,  on  ihe  ground  ibat  we  ero- 

Cloy  her  Hubj eels  in  our  service.  Bui,  forsootli, 
tr  conduct  ia  justified  b;  ibe  bonorabte  Bpeakgr, 
OB  the  ground  tbat  the  prtMections  of  out  citizenii 
are  fraudulently  obtained ;  tbsi  ihey  are  sold  to 
die  highest  bidder.  1  hope,  for  tbe  bonor  of  our 
eoBDtry,  that  this  allegation  will  b«  iitquired  into. 

Mr.  Maook  here  esplaioed,  by  obaerring  he 
bad  sftid,  he  bad  been  so  inforined. 

Mr.  Jackson— 1  ny  tbe  Mbject  loudly  calli 
tqi  inquiry.  If  the  practice  is  such  as  ia  repre- 
sented, it  ought  to  be  known  and  puDJahed. 
What  says  the  law  on  ibis  subject!  That  tbe 
collector  shall  raceire  proof,  on  oath,  (bat  the  per- 
son applying  is  a  bona  fide  citizen ';  of  course,  the 
eallectora  alone  can  be  concerned  in  ibia  fraiid. 
If  they  ere  so  concerned,  let  ibem  be  punished. 
But  the  geo  lie  man  aaya.  proteciiaos  may  be  st^d. 
This  is  not  possible.  Tbe  protection  granted  to 
one  man  cannot  suit  an 01  her,  as  it  specifies  the 
size,  ibe  comflexion,  and  other  characteristics  of 
the  person  to  whom  it  is  given;  and  I  am  sure,  sir. 
a  description  of  your  person  and  your  size  would 
not  suit  mine.  Great  Britain,  it  seems,  says  the 
same  thing  with  tbe  boporable  Speaker.  If  a  man 
has  a  protection,  she  says  it  is  fraudulent  and  tears 
it  to  pieces;  and  if  be  has  not  a  protection,  t^ he 
declarea  that  conclusive  proof  that  be  is  not  an 
American  citizen. '  Lt  is  very  much  to  be  regret- 
ted that  the  law  requiring  those  prolectiolia  ever 
passed  ;  and  that  we  bad  not  asserted  tbe  right  to 
protect  every  man  sailing  under  ^our  flag,  except 
the  enemies  of  a  belligerent  nation.  Three  thou- 
sand of  our  citizens  now  groan  under  this  abject 
slavery!  This  number  have  presented  their  claims 
to  your  Oorernmeni.  Besioes  wbieh,  many  more 
are  carried  from  sea  to  sea,  and  from  one  countrjr 
to  aooiher,  without  being  ever  able  to  make  their 
cases  known  to  you.  In  vaio  do  they  endeavor 
10  forward  their  comulainis— an  inexorable  tjr- 
rtmny  denies  them  the  indulgence.  It  is  fair 
then  to  infer  that  the  whole  number  is  twice  that 
I  bave  stated,  and  it  really  appears  to  me  as  if  out 
aeoaibility  were  lost  in  the  maenitude  of  tbe  in- 
jury. If  there  were  bat  a  single  case  of  this  spe- 
cies of  oppression  pre-ienled  to  us,  it  would  be 
more  aSectiog  and  efRKtive.  Drew  ibe  picture 
of  a  single  victim,  tbe  only  soo  of  a^d  pareotH. 
Ilieir  atafi^  the  prop  of  their  age;  their  pnde  ana 
only  support ;  lie  toils  and  labors  to  obtain  a  ven- 
tore,  wiin  the  pleasing  prospect  of  quadrupling 
his  little  capiul— they  follow  him,  when  ready  to 
leave  them,  with  tears  and  blessings  to  the  water 
Mde,  where  he  embarks ;  and  in  a  few  hours  the 
leaseningsail  is  lost  to  their  rifw  on  tbe  bosorn  of 
the  wide  expanded  oo-an.  They  return  to  their 
cottage,  and  implore  a  beneficent  Qnd  to  protect 
their  darling;  they  count  the  days  of  his  absence, 
and  when,  according  to  the  usual  course  of  events, 
the  period  of  bis  return  is  drawing  to  a  close, 
each  boar  awakens  new  fears  aod  new  solicitude. 
By  and  by  the  vessel  anchors  in  its  port — ihey  fly 
to  embrace  hitn — but,  alax!  he  is  aot  there — he 
«i^  ofi  the  harbor's  month,  robbed  of  bis  all,  Im- 


pressed by  the  British,  and  earned  into  worse 
then  Algerine  slavery — for  with  those  he  would 
only  be  compelled  to  work  for  his  master,  Vbilst 
these  make  him  work,  and  fight,  under  a  lash 
:  cruel  than  tbe  barbsrian  bastinado,  and  a 
despotism  more  unrelenting  than  the  slave  dri- 
'er's  exercise.  Their  golden  dreams  are 'vanished 
with  the  recital.  The  soul  shrinks  back  upon  it- 
self;  they  cast  a  long  and  wishful  look  upon  tbe 
ooean,  and  with  tottering  steps  reach  their  once 
peaceful  happy  home — but  no  peace,  nor  bappi- 
oess.  welcome  their  return.  Hope  lingers  for  a 
while,  and  cheers  their  drooping  spiriia — ii  directs 
their  appeal  to  the  Govern meni,  woich  iheold  m)in 
fought  and  bled  in  tbe  field  to  establish,  upou  the 
basis  of  universal  justice,  and  whose  principles  he 
impressed  00  tbe  mind  of  his  child.  Year  after 
year  it  ia  deaf  to  their  cries;'  it  siu  down  and  cal- 
culates tbe  cost,  of  aaserting  its  rights,  with  the 
nicety  of  a  l^r-keeper,  and  decides  in  favor  of 
a  pusillanimous  acquiescence,  because  tbe  balanea 
of  dollars  and  cents  is  Arnck  io  its  favor.  Pov- 
erty approaches  with  rapid  strides — their  last 
dollar  IS  laid  out  to  procure  the  means  of  subsist' 
ence ;  too  proud  10  beg.  and  too  infirm  to  labor, 
they  koow  not  bow  to  avert  their  fate;  the  little 
plao.s  ibey  have  formed  without  the  meansof  ex- 
ecution, fly  like  meteors  before  them— nature  is 
making  a  mighty  struggle  with  adversity,  when 


Bitempting  his  escape;  and  Death,  kiitdly  interpo- 
sing his  friendly  arm,  grants  a  respite  from  their 
miseries !  Does  not  auch  a  case  demand  our  at- 
tention? It  is  not  at  all  comparable  to  that  of 
many  others.  Add  to  tbe  scene  which  I  have 
feebly  portrayed,  the  distraction  of  a  tender 
wife,  maoaeled  and  confioed  in  tbe  cold  damp 
cells  of  a  lunatic  hospital — ber  children  bunad 
out  by  Ibe  pativh,  and  all  their  pros^ta  of  life 
nipncd  in-ihe  bud,  occasioned  by  the  impresemeot 
of  iKe  bnsbaod  and  the  father — and  then  tell  me 
do  we  violate  the  priaciples  of  the  Coostiiation, 
which  declares  that  it  is  made  10  erovide  for  tbe 
common  de^ce  and  general  welfare,  bv  vindi- 
cating these  measures  which  are  well  calctttaied 
to  procure  redress?  This  were  indeed  10  play  such 
fantastic  tricks  before  high  heaven,  as  make  even 
angels  weep!  Shall  we,  in  tbe  Trlpulfne  war,  to 
rescoefrombondageibreehundred  Americans,  per- 
form, through  Ibe  agency  of  some  Of  our  citizens, 
acts  of  perseverance,  address,  and  beroismj  unsur- 
passed in  the  annals  of  ancient  or  modern  times,  at 
thejacnficeof  Ibe  lives  (if  many  brave  men,  whOf 
with  some  of  those  that  survived  tbe  conflicr, 
will  be  enrolled  by  a  grateful  country  upen  the 
list  of  the  favorite  sons  of  the  Americaa  nation — 
when  as  maa^  tbousaudi  are  groaning  andet  the 
cruel  oppression  ef  Oreat  Britain,  and  crying  to 
us  for  sHcoor,  wilfaoat  exoitiag  or  prodQefag  one 

But  gcatlemen  say,  lei  us  rtndicate  oar  rights 
Brat  on  the  land,  and  Ibee  on  ibe  ocean.  As  so 
iDBch  has  been  urged  on  this  subject,  I  think  it 

Pnei  to  say  a  feW  words  in  reply,  anti  though  I 
rw4  th«  docmnents  idaiing  lo  it,  I  muat  say 
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thai  geDtlemen  have  so  mUrepiesesIed  the  con- 
duct of  ihe  Spanish  agenU,  that  1  am  almost  in- 
duced.to  believe  they  alluded  to  somethiog  not  in 
the  conimuDicaiioDs  eontsiaeJ  iu  ibe  pampblel. 
Take  the  lestimooy  of  the  Kempers  themaelvei, 
who  DO  doubt  gire  it  the, most  unfavoiahle  ai- 
pect — what  do  they  say  1 

"  TbU  OB  &e  night  of  the  3d  inftaat,  about  &• 
how  af  twolifl,  being  at  Ibe  boiue  of  Natb^  HUta- 
per,  nilliia  about  two  uilei  of  PinckaoyTitle,  vriUun 
the  limitB  of  the  Miisuuppi  Tenitory,  the  bona*  mu 
■atrounded,  and  the  doon  thereof  forced  open,  by  a 
par^  conciating  of  at  least  nineteen  penone,  whereof 
aom«  wera  negraea,  end  aooie  white  oieD  in  di^uise. 
That  among  the  latter  he  lecogniaed  and  ^raaaally 
knew  the  following  persona ;  Louia  Ritclue,  Miner 
'  Butler,  Abraham  Horton,  James  Horton,  and  two 
othen,  whoH  natnes  he  did  not  recollect,  but  expected 
tooD  Ui  be  able  (s  aaoerlani,  all  of  whom  ere  inhabi- 
tmta  of  Ihe  Miminetppl  Terrltor; ;  and  Msrcua  Csrr, 
Jamea  Baj,  Philip  Bty,  and  others,  lericKng'  within 
the  Spaniafa  Hnec.  Of  tha  negioe*,  w^oae  nomber 
anotnted  to  lOTen  at  least,  time,  wbote  name*  are 
WiUiaa  oi-  Bill,  Hat,  and  Moaea,  and  othara  wbeae 
namaa  be  did  bM  .iM«ll*et,  he  knew  te  ba  the  pro^ 
eHj  of  Ibe  ahTB  laaaliaaad  AJiraham  Unton.  That 
the  aaid  par^,  all  el  whom  were  well  aimedi,  after 
hanng  roread  their  way  into  the  hoaae,  voileitUj 
forced  him  from  hi*  bedrmnn,  afiei  a  stmBglB  of  about 
flAean  minutei,  during  which  hs  rscaired  leveial  vio- 
lent blowa  on  the  head  and  face;  and,  after  having 
torn  off  bia  ahiit  and  tied  him  wlih  cords,  forced  him 
OTer  the  line  into  the  Spaniah  territory,  where  they  de- 
livered him  up,  with  bia  two  brothen,  Nathan  and 
Samnel  Kemper,  bonnd  in  the  >une  manner,  to  Solo- 
man  Abton,  who  commanded  a  targe  pntij  of  armed 

Governor  Orandpre,  in  answer  to  Governor 


to  tha  obacnrity^  the  night,  thqii  diigniae,  and  IhMt 

veiy  prompt  departure. 

"  This  ia  all  tlie  ititbrmation  T  have  aa  yet,  but  have 
deapatchad  an  eipreu  to  procure  a  more  ample  knowl- 
edge respecting  this  atrange  and  mysterious  violation. 

"It'is  not  neceaaary,  I  flatter  mvaetf,  that  Tahoold 
erpteaa  what  pains  our  Go^emmnrt  baa  taken,  and 
how  unceasingly  acmpnlotia  it  has  been  U  maintain 
and'  oonatantij  to  preesrve  wkh  fliat  of  tfie  Onitad 
State*,  timt  good  umlerataBdng  and  haiaaonj  wkadi 
" '  9  Ik  a  few  iDtngniag,  p«tMi> 
g  afta  M«Mig*  bi  print*  ■»• 


PVillia 


>,s&y^: 


"  I  have  received  your  letter  dated  the  mrA  instant, 
ralativa  M  the  extraordinary  event  that  happened  at 
PinckneyviUe  on  the  3d  instant,  via:  the  assaoh  an 
the  three  brothers,  Kampen,  by  pera^  unknown,  and 
diagnlaed,  H  is  aaid,  in  Uaah,  who  coadneled  then 
6m  part  of  Om  Ttaitorf  which  it  baa  pieaaed  I 
HtjaXf  to  oemmit  to  m«  obatg*.  Ilia  cNMnneaee 
BB|;«lar,a&d  of  wtedt  1  hwl  no  in<«nMliDn  tiUthe 
light  betivaen  the  aeveiUh  Mid  aiglitk,by  mmoT  Aa 
oanuaandera  of  the  patrala,  vbo,  Mkca:  the  nroada 
oommitled  by  that  tuibalanl  bawfiUi,  headed  by.  Ibe 
Kenqters,  have  been  stationed  near  the  fcontkara,  and . 
wttldii  the  interior  Mttleaent  of  Feliciana;  tbe£nt 
gave  ns  information  under  date  of  the  fiilh,  that. by 
Mght  he  met  with  a  party  of  men  disguised  and 
armed,  who  ware  conducting  three  others,  whom  they 
immedhtely  abandoned  and  retired  with  precipitation 
the  eaaw  wayvrtkh  tfiey  appeared  to  have  come, 
without  ottering  a  single  vrord.  His  Snt  care  was  to 
aecnre  the  peraon  of  the  thraa  men,  whom  he  feund 
to  be  the  Kempera,  and  imnecBately  had  them  con- 
dawled  to  BayoD  Toimiea,  thera  to  be  enbarbvd  under 
a*  oaeoK)  anddeHvatarf  at  mydispoaal.  V*  added, 
thaloa  iha  Way  the  eaeoit  waa  atan>*d  by  aetnal  lliTce- 
on  the  river,  very  near  the  eaatern  shat*,  by  Captah 
WilaoD,  B^iMry  eosNaaBdant  at  Font  Goapie,  where 
it  ia  and  tha  eacorl  ia  detoiaad,  and  alao  the  Eempen. 
The  commander  of  the  ratrpl  also  deetama  that  it  was. 
iapossibls  far  him  to  know  any  one  of  the  pesson* 
fi»  hioughl  and  abandoned  the  said  Kam^M^  owing  I 


imsaitiaa,  to  inlirni|a.". 

I  have  taken  the  facts  io  the  iiitrog-nght  thev 
are  placed  by  one  of  the  insalied  p&rties,  by  whicli 
it  appears  that  these  nets  were  comnicted  in  the 
Mississippi  Territory  by  citizeos  of  that  Terri- 
tory. The  Spanish  Governor  regrets  thecirenra- 
9tance;  spea^  of  it  as  a  strange  and  mysrerious 
violation  ;  says  that  it  is  not  necessary  to  express 
the  wish,  wliich  he  had  before  intimated,  that  it 
would  not  prevent  a  gond  mderstaadlng  with  the 
United  Stales.  Here  we  find  that  measure  disa- 
vowed ;  and  Hdmitting  that  violence  had  been 
ofltred  bv  a  Spanish  party,  even  within  our  lim- 
its, the  Governor  erphciily  disavtjwa  it^  and  prom- 
ises inqniry  and  satisfacifon.  Bui  is  this  the 
case  with  Great  Britain  ?  No.  Far  from  it.  Her 
violences  are  not  only  commitietl  by  her  cruiser*, 
but  by  her  admiralty  judges,  who,  hi  the  versa- 
tility of  A^r  decisions,  oot-Protine  Proteus  him- 
self. Are  the  eases  anato^Ds  1  l^ail  we  go  to 
war  for  an  act  which  is  either  unaoihorized  or 
disavowed,  and  tamely  sit  still  while  the  iujariea 
that  are  inflicted  upon  us  are'avowed  and  vindi- 
cated 1  Have  not  our  citizens  been  impressed  at 
the  mouths  of  our  harbors?  Need  I  refer  to  the 
memorable  fact  that  occurred  at  New  Tork  7  I 
believe  your  citizens  were  taken  fromarevenae 
cotter,  and  certainly  fVom  an  American  vessel  at 
the  mouth  of  that  harbor.  We  find  Great  Brit- 
ain contending  (hat  this  is  right— glorying  in  it — 
and,  what  is  more  eitrnordiaary,  tpologisis  for  it 
on  the  floor  of  Congress. 

Qenileraen  have  said  tltal  our  property  and 
eitizeos  ought  not  to  be  defended  beyonf  the 
reach  of  our  gnn-batleries.  If  this  semiment  is 
correct,  why  carry  on  the  war  with  Tripoli? 
Have  you  not  by  this  meature  told  your  mer- 
chants that  their  property  will  be  protected  1 
Have  they  not  sailed  under  this  impression,  and 
was  not  this  war  commenced  for  injuries  com- 
mitled  in  the  Mediterranean  seas  7  if  this  can  be 
their  impressioD,  would  yon  violate  the  awuima> 
ces  which  you  gave  (hem  7 
When  they  saw  you  with  maolv  spirit  lake  this 
round,  and  maintain  it  by  acts  whicD  have  never 


Cissed,  did  notihatgive  them  reason  to 
at  il]!e;r  Vould  be  protected,  so  long  as 
bey  complied  with  your  laws  and  with  the  Taw 
of  nations?  It  is  too  late,  when,  in  confidence  of 
faiih,  they  have  run  into  danger,  and  are 
exposed  to  be  deprived  of  their  all,  (o  say  that 
you  have  abandoned  them.  But  we  are  told,  if 
you  provoke  the  power  of  Great  Britain  she  may 
again  reduce  you  to  the  coloniai  stale  in  whtcn 
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she  ODce  held  jou,  or  a  sute  moTs  abject  tad 
miseiable.  How  is  ihia  more  e&ctuallj  to  be 
dooe  tliaa  by  deMcojiag  our  commeTce,  arfraa- 
ciog  as  we  recede,  drst  driving  us  riom  the  oc«aD, 
aod  [lieo  buDiins  as  from  our  shores  to  tbe  moaa' 
taios,  and  from  tbeoce  to  ibe  South  Seail  Tbii 
CKDDot  be  effected  in  a  momenl.  I  have  no  doubt 
Great  Briuio  looks  back  to  the  timet  of  1776 
with  live);  indisnalioD.  If  shf  laakei  us,  and 
we  criDge  beneath  tbe  whip,  uotit  our  but  feel- 
ings are  bluatad,  at  what  poiat  will  she  atop  be- 
fbie  sbe  bas  driven  lit  from  oui  potts  indeed,  and 
agaia  reduced  us  loa  stale  of  servile  depemdencc  I 
But  gentlemen  say  Qteat  Britain  i«  the  great 
aouice  of  our  reveDoe,  and  we  ooghi  not  tc  take 
a  step  which  might  destroy  iL  Sii,  it  were'bet- 
tei  to  be  up  to  the  ayetia  debt  like  OreatBritaia, 
tban  hold  our  revenue  bv  aaeh  a  tenure.  Oace 
declare  thai  you  are  unable  to  pay  your  debts  or 
anpport  your  Government,  but  for  the  revenue 
derived  from  Great  Britain,  and  let  geatlemeo 
■ay  where  she  will  stop.  She  understands  this 
thiDg  as  well  as  we  do,  and  if  she  sees  that  wa 
Iiave  determined  to  get  out  of  debt  witboat  re- 
sorting to  taxes;  to  make  no  loans,  whatever  the 
emergCQey  may  be,  and  that  we  can  set  no  re- 
souroea  but  through  her  trade,  and  1  tear  that  in 
a  Utile  time  she  will  make  us  bear  what  I  am  ap- 
prehensive will  produce  no  feeling  at  all.  Some 
gentlemen  are  good  enough  to  be  williDg  to  al- 
low Great  Britain  a  longer  time  to  prey  on  tis. 
They  wish  us  to  negotiate  with  her  with  Christ 
tian  meekness,  when  she  smiles  us  on  one  ear  to 
turn  the  other  also.  Bui  are  we  not  told  by  the 
Executive  that  negotiation  hat  been  tried ;  that 
with  regard  to  the  impreesment  of  ear  seamen 
there  waa  a  prospect  of  a  successful  yave,  which 
was  aflerwirds  however  shut  out  from  us  1    It  is 


tomething,  unless  Great  Britain  entertains  the 
Idea  that  the  nation'  ia  not  identified  with  the 
Bets  of  the  Executive,  but  with  those  of  Con- 
grets.  This,  however,  cannot  be.  For  omitiias 
what  has  lately  transpired  in  this  House,  and 
whieh  is  not  known  to  her  at  this  time,  Great 
Britain  knows  that  the'  whole  nation  is  ready  to 
support  the  fixecutive.  Tbe  tinanimity  which 
pterailed  at  ibe  late  alactioa  baa  teslifted  it.  Il 
It  not  merely  to  protect  the  ooloniat  trade,  or  to 
redrese  the  imprestment  of  our  teamen,  that  oalla 
for  this  measure.  Everytbing  that  connects  us 
with  the  Buro^iean  world,  through  the  medium 
of  eororoeioe,  is  involved  in  it.  Viewing  her 
pretensions  as  the  enteriog  wedge,  she  will,  if 
yon  sDbiDit,  advance  with  steady  tteps ;  trample 
on  and  violate  everv  right  in  rapid  succession, 
until  she  has  established,  her  undisputed  right  to 
the  whole  seas,  and  enforced  obedience  to  her 
pretensions  ''  that  all  beneaib  ihem  is  Briliib 
ground,"  and  compelled  those  who  sail  on  ihem 
previously  (o  ask  her  permission.  But  gentle- 
men say,  there  is  a  proqpect  of  adjaitment,  and 
appeal  to  the  papers  on  your  table.  I  say  there 
b  no  tueJk  prospect,  and  I  call  for  the  facts  which 
geDlleuea  rely  oa. 
9th  Con.— 24 


It  will  be  observed  that  tbe  reaarks  I  hare 
made  go  (o  prove  that  we  ought  to  do  loiuelbing 
lo  restrict  the  manufactures  of  Great  Britain. 
Having  established  this  point,  and  that  it  is  not  a 
war  measure,  the  question  presents  itself,  what 
shall  be  done  1  My  opinion  is,  that  the  resolu- 
tion before  you  is  best  calculated  to  answer  oar 
purpose,  but  in  the  opinion  of  some  other  gentle- 
men, it  IS  better  to  resort  to  something  eUe  that 
will  have  tbe  same  tendency.  I  agree  with  them 
that  il  is  better  to  advance  than  tg  recede,  aad  to 
lake  ground  which  we  can  maintain  and  advance 
on  it  than  to  make  one  reirc^^rade  step,  and  I  am 
williog  therefore  to  vote  at  present  for  some  regula- 
tion that  may  be  more  leoieat  than  tbe  one  under 
consideration;  lo  try  such  a  measure  first,  and  if 
this  does  Dot  succeed, to  attempt  others.  lam 
willing  to  consent  to  atap  all  intercourse  with  her, 
if  redress  canootbeobtamed  even  by  these  meaaa; 
and  if  it  shall  not  be  obtained  even  by  these 
mean^  to  exert  such  power  as  it  has  pleated  God 
and  nature  to  give  us.  I  repeat,  once  more,  it  ia 
far  belter  to  die  conlendiog  for  our  rights,  than 
tamely  to  sit  down  and  crouch  under  it^ustice, 
until  all  the  finer  feelings  of  the  nattoa  are  blunt- 
ed, the  people  are  disgusted,  onr  resources  de- 
stroyed, and  the  degeneracy' of  their  sons  make 
tbe  fatners.  of  tbe  Eevolutioa  look  down  with 
contempt  upon  De,  and  say :  We  fought  and  eman- 
cipated our  country,  we  bequeathed  to  you  the 
fair  inheritance  of  freedom,  you  prove  yourselves 
unworthy  of  it;  henceforth  we  disown  you;  re- 
turo  and  ne  hewers  of  wood  and  drawers  of  water 
for  onr  former  taskmasters,  as  the  fit  inslrnmenta 
of  slavery. 

Mr.  Rau,  of  Tennessee,  said  it  was  with  s<Hne 
difficulty  he  bad  prevailed -on  himself  to  attempt 
to  make  any  remarks  on  the  resolution  now  under 
consideration,  but  the  duly  he  owed  to  his  fellow- 
citizens,  to  ihis.hoQorable  Committee,  and  to  bim> 
self,  constrained  him  not  to  remain  silent. 

It  is  not  many  years  since  the  Uoiied  States  of 
America,  from  beiag  obsonre  coloeiea  of  Great 
Britain,  emerged  into  sovereignty.  The  treaty  of 
one  thousand  seven  hundred  aad  eighty-thiee  re- 
stored peace,  and  confirmed  tbe  ind^Mndenee  of 
these  United  States ;  bat  they  were  involved  in 
a  large  debt,  incurred  by  that  war,  which  letroi- 
naied  in  their  independence.  The  United  States 
were  then  possessed  of  a  large,  fertile  territory; 
but  agrioultuial  industry  was  injured  by  the  war, 
and  they  were  without  resources  aad  without 


With  the  return  of  peace,  agricultural  indtu- 
try  was  revived  and  enlarged ;  an  extensive,  entK- 
prising  comm^oe  began  to  operate  and  unfold  it- 
self. Persevering,  active  industry,  in  the  business 
of  agriculture,  and  in  that  of  commerce,  in  a  pe- 
riod of  little  more  than  twenty  years  of  peace, 
has  afforded  resources  for  ibe  payment  of  a  large 
portion  of  the.  public  debt;  has  increased  the 
wealth  of  individuals  and  of  the  nation,  and  bas 
elevated  these  United  States  to  be  the  second 
commercial  eation  in  the  world:  and  for  this, 
there  is  reason  to  apprehend,  they  have  ineuried 
tbe  jealousy  of  that  maritime  Power  wliaa«  no- 
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froroked  war  liBBteiied  ihem  into  fadependance. 
r  the  hiuerv  of  commNoe  it  attended  to,  it  will 
be  discovered  that  it  originaiad  with  the  dkHods 
of  the  Eait,  (as  did  almost  evertr  other  effort  and 
<tpeculat<0D  of  hamsD  genins,)  and  frMa  thMiee 
Invelled  westerly-  In  its  course,  it  coDtinued 
«erUin  periods  of  lime  with  some  farorcd  oities, 
Mtd  with  «ame  favored  oaiioBt,  aod  when  it  de- 
fMTted  from  one  ciiy  and  nation,  it  took  up  its 
TeaJdence  with  another  more  to  the  wast.  Tjrrej 
Carthwe,  and  Alnandria,  were  aneient  cities, 
Ug^hljr  TaTored  by  comoieree  in  their  respeatire 
'fimes;  Genoa,  Venice, -and  Amsterdam,  in  mod- 
wn  limes;  at  this  time,  London  is  the  most  Ih- 
T«red  commercial  eity  in  the  world.  Commerce, 
in  fta  nroffreas  from  East  to  West,  wu  always  «t- 
•wded  with  a  spirit  of  monopoly.  With  what- 
«vef  firoTKl  city  and  naiton  commerce  resided, 
'  that  oity  and  aation  soon  after  became  ambitions 
'to  monopoliKe  eommerce  to  itself,  and  to  exelade 
'-(viceptiofaTas  it  might  judge  proper  far  its  own 
iateresc)  all  other  nations  l^om  partiaipaiing  in 
equal  adTiDUiges. 

To  be,  or  to  be  liaing  to  be,  a  nation  of  com* 
Mereisl  ioflnaDoe,  Ims,  from  time  to  time,  been 
cause  of  coatention  among  the  nations  borderiog 
on  the  shores  of  the  ocean.  That  oonieatioa  for 
soyerioriiy  has,  in  most  instances,  been  attended 
With  desiHaiing  w«r ;  and,  in  fAany  caws,  ended 
with  the  subTersionand  ruin  ofBiirsl  commercial 
Power,  dr  of  one  which  attempted  to  monopolize 
eomnerae  to  itself.  To  this  caase,  in  a  certain 
4<gree,  majr  be  attributed  the  deaolalion  of  Tyre, 
tfce  demolition  of  Gstthage,  and  the  ruin  of  Alex- 
andria of  ancient  limes;  tbe  fall  of  Genoa,  and 
'the  declension  of  Venice  in  modern  times. 

It  is  many  years  sioee  Qrent  Britain  began  to 
'4M*a  nation  of  oommereia)  importance.  Agricul- 
Wral  induKry,and  manufacturing  ^iue,  pursued 
•with  steady  and  unremitting  attention,  (cavewinga 
to  her  eommerce.    Her  merehaM  vessels,  from 


UMBafaoiuriag  appeared  for  sate  in  the  pwta  of 
flrory  mavitime  nation. 

Commercial  success  and  ftvorable  marhtme 
«T«nU  caused  (lie  policy  of  Qreat  Britain  to  oon- 
iMnplate  the  domiaion  of  the  ocean,  itecMsary  to 
aeoure  the  existence  and  oootinaance  of  a  com* 
mepcial  monopoly ;  for  this  ptirpooe  the  conetroc- 
'flan  of  a  nary  Ww,  with  nnabaiing  vigor,  at- 
tended to. 

Great  Britain,  governed  by  her  favorite  policy 
of  acquiring  unlimited  commerce,  has,  for  ages 
BB*I,  (eictpi  some  partial  intervals,)  been  engaged 
Id  wars  with  her  mBritime  European  neighbors. 
Any  cBUse  has  been  laid  hold  of  by  her  to  pro- 
«0Te  the  ruin  of  a  comraereial  rival.  To  ibat 
policy  may  be  attributed  the  wars  between  Great 
Britain  and  Hollaatl,  between  Great  Britain  and 
Spain,  and  between  Great  Britain  and  France 
which  caused  the  loss  of  the  lives  of  millions  of 
men,  and  the  expense  of  millions  of  money.  Ac- 
hMted  by  this  poiicy,  Great  Briuin  progresaed 
tniil  tbe  commerce  of  every  other  European  mar- 
ftiiM  satioD  had  beea  daoiroyed,  or  made  aubaer- 


vieot  to  her  interest,  and  she  had  made  henalf 
the  unrivalled  comnMreial  Power  in  Europe. 

No  nation  ever  acquired  and  poasaned  com- 
merce as  extensively  as  Great  Btiuin.  That 
wisdom  which  sysiemaiiied  the  plan,  and  that 
undeviating,  petMV<>ring  policy,  which,  noiwilh- 
standiog  internal  conmo«ion  and  external  wmn, 
eoadacted  her  to  ihesummii  of  commercial  pow- 
er, will  ever  eommaad  admiration.  The  acqniai- 
tion  it  tbo'effeci  of  the  wnrk  of  agaa.  Her  com- 
mercial ag^raadiBomeDt  has  been  her  ftvorite 
object;  to  this  her  policy  for  a  long  aeriea  i^  years 
haa  baen  directed.  In  this  poltey  nay  be  diseor- 
cred  the  cause  of  all  the  wan  she  has  baen  en- 
gaged in  for  aenturies  past.  To  monopolize  the 
oommeroaof  the  world  wasberparatBount  ohjeat; 
[0  retain  it,  the  energy  of  her  power  will  be  ev- 
erted. In  acquiring  it,  her  power  was  the  law; 
in  preserving  it,  the  same  law  will  be  observwd. 

The  mind  cannot  without  horror  contemplate 
the  ravages,  carnage,  and  dwiruciion,  that  boo- 
DopolniBg  policy  has  occasioned,  either  diraetly 
or  indirectly,  in  every  qusrter  of  ihe  earth. 

It  is  to  be  apprehaftded  that  Great  Britain  aee* 
a  new  commercial  rival  emnging  into  ezistesee 
in  the  We«i,  at  a  distance  of  three  thousand  miles; 
that  that  rival  is  the  United  States  of  America: 
a  aewnaiion,  eompesed  of  citizens  br  the  most 
part  derived  from  tne  (tomioions  of  Omt  Briiain; 
a  nation,  who, as  it  were,  in  a  day  has  arisen  into 
existence,  and  oairied  its  coBmcroie  to  the  moat 
distant  regions. 

It  may  with  propriety  be  said,  there  is  reaaon  to 
believe  Aat  the  increasing  commeroe  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  affords  more  aerious  eaase  of  in^ic' 
rade  to  Great  Britain  than  that  of  any  other  na- 
tion ever  did.  -The  vast  territory  of  these  United 
States,  so  fertile,  and  so  productive  of  all  (he 
neeeaaarie*  of  life;  tbe  aiteasive  fbreais  of  laAy 
tin»ber  with  whioh  that  terriuvy  is  covered,  and 
the  ceriaiaiy  that  it  contains  and  will  prodnoe  all 
(he  materiala  aeceasnry  for  ship  building;  the 
temperate  manners  and  fixed  habits  of  the  ciii- 
tens,  their  ngricultural  indoKry  and  commenaal 
enieiprise,  their  popolation  increatiag  in  ■  nlio 
uoeKpedeneed  siace  the  Brat  sMileiDeni  of  Bationt. 
tfforn  safficient  cauae  for  nttUsa  atarm. 


Wiifa  deep  and  corroding  regret,  the  polierof 

"  )at  Britain  eoDtenntlatae  these  tfaiocs,  and  fo(fr- 

I  a  ditninurion  oThar  cawmemi^  power  i 


itenntlata 
_     n  oThar  .    _ .  ,       .     ._ 

the  nroeparity  of  that  of  the  United  Biaiea.  She 
has  veatroyedthe'Commerteof  Holland,  of  Spain, 
of  Fi«ao«,  and  that  of  moat  of  tbe  other  mariiHne 
Powers  of  Europe.  It  only  remains  lo  reatrkt 
the  oommeree  ot  tbe  United  Statas,  and  by  that 
(oeans  to  seiie  tbe  eooHnerae  of  the  worid. 

In  conformiiy  to  her  Bxed  policy,  Oi«at  Brtfnn 
h^  contrary  to  all  law,  from  lime  to  time  im- 
presaed  seamen,  citicens  of  tin  Unitf  d  SlMes,  acd 
in  oon»equenoe  of  Bew  maritime  rules,  not  recog- 
niaed  by  the  laws  of  naiioas,  and  which  posrer 
has  enabled  her  to  impose,  ber  armed  ships  have 
captured  merchant  thipa  and  vessels  of  the  United 
I  States,  not  bound  to  ports  Uockaded,  nor  carrying 
articles  termed  contraband  of  war;  and  iha-same 
merchant  sbipa  and  vesieb  are  coo^emoeil  by 
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ber  CmifU  of  Admiralir,  vnder  pretence  ihai  a 
bade  not  permiited  to  neucraU  in  time  of  peace 
CUffhi  not  to  be  allowai)  id  lime  of  war. 

It  i>  lo  be  apprebended  that  the  new  regula- 
tions imposed  by  Great  Britaio  are  only  an  osten- 
■iUe  canK  for  capturing  the  merchant  ibi[M  and 
vegarla  of  the  United  Slates,  and  thai  there  is  an- 
oilier  cause,  ptoceeijitig  from  her  policy,  of  more 
vunote  consequence-  That  cause  may  be  ibe 
.  iqppreuionof  the  commerce  of  the  United  Slates, 
or  at  least  to  reduce  it  to  a  compleie  Aeaenieaee 
on  her  own  commerce.  This  opinioii  vtll  appear 
to  be  not  irithoQt  reaaon,  if  a  reirospeciire  vieyi 
It  t&ken-of  the  policy,  the  conduct,  and  pereeTai^ 
ipg  industry  of  Great  Britain  to  destroy  the  com- 
merce ofEiuopean  Powers. 

When  the  inArittme  power  of  Great  Britain  is 
contemplBted,  it  may  be  inquired,  what  can  the 
United  Slates  do  tu  preyeni  the  proatratiou  of 
their  eommercel  Mr.  R.  said  he  was  not  suS- 
cieatly  canTcrsant  in  tlie  commercial  history  of 
Great  Britain  lo  knov,  what  quantities  of  mer- 
chandise either  Holland,  Spap,  or  France,  annu- 
lill^  imported  from  Great  Britain,  or  what  i)uan- 
tiiies  01  merchandise  Qret(t  Britain  exported  to 
either  of  tho«e  nations,  directly  or  indirectly  ;  but 
Jte  wai  induced  to  belie¥e,  that  neither  of  those 
jMtioas,  for  that  cause,  had  such  strong  hold  on 
Great  Britain,  to  isduce  her  to  keep  in  peace,  as 
the  United  States  bare.  That  Great  Britaio  bad 
not  such  interested  iadueemeqis  ro  preserve  peace 
with  either  of  those  nations,  as  she  had  to  pre- 
terva  peace  wiih  the  United  Stales.  Each  of 
those  nations  was  a  near  neighbor  to  Great  Brit- 
ain i  the  United  States  are  west  of  the  Atlantic 
ocean.  Neither  of  those  natioDB  imported  annu- 
ally 4ach  great  quantiiiee  of  merebandise  from 
Grc»l  Britain  and  her  domiDioos  as  the  United 
£bites  (lo;  it  is  (questionable  whether  any  other 
.nation  ever  dtd. 

G^at  Britain  has  commenced  ber  career  of  in- 
jvriag  the  commerce  of  the  United  States,  npt  by 
laiieet  warfare,  but  bf  a  mode  of  r^iraint  and 
apoliatioo,  as  efficient  tn  eKent,  if  persisted  lo  and 
aWVEed.  There  is  renaon  ta  beliere  ^hat  these 
lesiminiag  regulations  are  put  in  force  as  a  mat- 
ter at  experiment,  an>l  if  it  is  perceived  (hat  ihey 
ate  Mlwiitted  to,  other  new  reg)ilatiops  will  be 
MTentAd,  adapted,  and  epfotc^  UDiU'the  desired 
ffbjeet  it  obtataed. 

Great  Britain  (tod  every  other  nation,  yi^9t- 
Itruf  syalem  be  acted  qn  to  obtain)  is  bound  only 
\j  tier  own  interesL  If  that  interest  directs  her 
policr  tu  attempt  a  diminution  or  snbversion  of 
the  commerce  of  the  United  States,  that  attempt 
will  Im. made.  Ad  attempt  already  has  been  made 
to  restrain  4he  commerce  of  the  United  States,  by 
impressing  leameti  and  capturing  ships  and  ves- 
vls.  Idr.  R.  said,  it  was  his  opioioD,  that  some 
prtiiBiple  of  leactLOD  ought  to  be  adopted;  that  it 
ahoula  coasisi  of  certain  commercial  regulatioDs, 
irhich  may  be  cqmmeDsurate  with  ibe  injury. 
That  this  regolatioD  may  be  a  suspensioD  of  tLe 
inporiaiioo  of  goode,  wares,  and  merchandise, 
from  the  Uoiivd  Kingdoms  of  Great  Britain  and 
Inland,  ftnd  Itie  colonial  dependencies  thereof,  as 


is  declared  in  the  resolution  of  the  gentleiiian 
from  rennsylrania,  now  under  consi deration. 
The  measure  which  ought  lo  be  adopted  should 
be  eflectual  and  )vilhin  the  power  qf  the  Doited 
States. 

Mr.  R.  said^  be  was  not  particularly  attached 
to  that  resohition,  bis  desire  was.  that  some  regu- 
lation might  be  made  that  would  be  commensu- 
rate to  the  object. 

Every  nation  has  a  right  to  determine  wbetb^ 
it  will  or  will  t)ot  import  merchandise  from  aqy 
other  nation.  If  it  determine  not  to  import,  and 
did  not  import,  that  is  not  a  just  cause,  nor  ou^bt 
to  be  any  cause  of  offence  to  ;be  other  nation. 
It  vas  not  bis  desire  that  the  United  States  should 
give  cau^e  of  uftence  to,  or  comoenee  hostilities, 
or  be  at  WRr  with  any  nation. '  He  was  firmly 
determined  not  to  surrender  any  right,  which^  in 
his  opinion,  did  belong  to  the  people  of  the  Umted 
Slates. 

The  United  States  import  annually  from  Great 
Britain  merchandise  to  the  amount  of  more  than 
thirty  millions  of  dollars  from  the  dominions  of 
Great  Britain,  The  vendiog  so  great  a  quantity 
of  merebaodise  to  the  Uoited  States  is  an  object 
of  the  first  magnitude  lo  Great  Brilain,  and  which 
she  would  at  any  lime,  particularly  at  the  present, 
be  very  relnciant  to  lose.  If  adequate  commer- 
cial regulations  be  adopted,  there  la  reason  to  be- 
lieve ibat  Great  Britain  will  be  induced,  for  the 
preserraiion  of  her  own  interest,  to  make  friendly 
arrangements,  will  remove  all  existing  difierenees, 
and  do  justice  to  fhe  United  States,  in  their  com- 
mercial concerns,  agreeably  to  the  existing,  knowji, 
uaed,  and  accustomed  laws  of  nations. 

If,  on  the  reverse,  it  shall  so  be,  that  Great  Bri- 
tain will  refnse^to  make  friendly  arrangements, 
and  to  do  that  justice  which  the  United  Slates 
are  now  entitled  lo,  and  wilt  persevere  in  im- 
pressing seamen,  citizens  uf  the  United  Ststtt, 
and  will  continue  to  commit  injuries  on  their 
commerce,  one  of  two  things  qau^t  be  the  conae- 
queoce.  The  United  States  have  either  to  sub- 
mit tfaeir  commerce  to  the  policj'  of  Great  Brit- 
ain, or  to  call  lorib  their  energies  m  resist  the 
aliempt  of  deprivaiioo.  If  Great  Britain  shall 
hazard  a  contest,  she  hat  much  to  lose,  and  a  war 
may  terminate  as  much  to  her  injury  as  to  thai  of 
the  Uoited  States. 

In  discussing  the  subject  under  contideratiop. 
arguments  had  been  dedaced  from  geograDbical 
divisions  of  the  United  Sutes,  and  frpm  t be  in- 
jury which  migbit  be  done  to  the  exportation  of 
pariicular  articles  of  particular  States.  Tbeto 
geographical  distiaclioas  might  as  well  not  have 
been  made.  These  United  States  on  every  na- 
tional question  are  one.  Arguments  deduced  from 
any  injury  which  may  accrue  lo  the  eiportaiion 
of  any  particular  production  of  any  particular 
Stale,  are  not  well  founded.  In  this  case  is  in- 
volved the  welfare  and  interest  ol  the  United 
States.  The  policy  of  Great  Britain  may  be  lo 
suppress  the  commerce  of  the  United  States,  if 
posfible,  or  to  reduce  it  lo  an  entire  subserviency 


It  hat  been  said  that  Oreai  Briiain  i>  fl^htuf 
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for  her  naiional  existence,  and  that  this  beinc  lo, 
the  United  Slates  ought  not  now  to  urge  their 
complaints.  If  Jt  be  so,  the  United  States  have 
not  been  the  cause  or  that  war.  The  United 
States  baTe  not  been  aiding  the  enemies  of  Oreat 
Britain;  ihey  have  preserTed  an  impartial, neu- 
tral position.  They  have  not  been  hostile  or  in- 
imical to  Oreat  Britain  in  the  course  of  that  war. 
Their  conduct  has  been  that  of  IViendship.  But 
Oreat  Brilaln  is  said  to  be  fighling  for  her  na- 
tional existence.  If  so,  to  what  cauie  is  that  war 
to  be  assigned?  Is  the  non-performance  of  the 
treaty  of  Amiens,  as  it  related  to  Malta,  a  canse 
of  that  war?  If  so,  what  nation  refused  the  per- 
formance? Oreat  BritaiQ  or  France  7  The  aa- 
■wer  is  evident  Can  Oreat  Britain  justifv  inju- 
ries done  to  ber  friends?  Will  Oreat  firiiain 
attempt  to  justifv  her  unjust  attempts  to  suppress 
the  commerce  o(  the  United  Stales  t  But  it  is 
■aid  that  Great  Britain  it  fighting  for  her  national 
existence.  Admit  it  to  be  so,  will  any  gentleman 
•ay,  that  if,  in  the  event  of  the  war.  Great  Britain 
■hall  lose  her  national  existence,  that  that  loss,  in 
the  dav  of  relrihuiion,  shall  be  attributed  lo  the 
United  States?    Certainly  not. 

Agriculture  and  commerce  are  mutually  assist- 
ant to  each  other:  agriculture  supports  commerce, 
and  commerce  gives  life  and  vigor  to  agriculture. 
Agricullural  industry  would  become  languid  and 
feeble  if  it  were  confined  lo  supply  the  mere  ne- 
cessaries of  life.  Comroerce  subservient  to  the 
will  of  another  will  soon  cease  lo  be. 

The  idea  that  the  commerce  of  these  United 
States  can  be  suppressed  is  not  to  he  admitted. 
That  commerce  may  not  be  suppressed,  it  must  in- 
crease and  enlarge  itself.  Empire  and  commerce 
originated  in  the  East,  and  trawlled  lo  the  West. 
A  period  may  not  be  far  distant  when  commerce 
will  lake  up  ber  favorite  residence  in  these  United 
Stales,  and  tbese  United  Slates  then  be  the  great- 
est commercial  nation  tn  the  world. 

Mr.  Greqo. — If  no  other  eentleman  is  disposed 
to  occupy  the  floor,  I  will  ask  the  attention  of  the 
Committee  for  a  few  moments.  Indisposition,  if 
there  was  no  other  cause,  would  prevent  me  from 
detaining  them  loneer.  I  feel  myself  under  some 
obligation,  before  the  question  is  taken,  to  make 


aome  explanation  of  my  motives  for  bringing  for- 
ward this  measure,  as  I  have  been  particularly 
called  upon  to  do  ttiis  by  several  gentlemen  who 


have  taken  a  part  in  this  debate. 

When  I  had  the  honor  a  few  days  ago  of  address- 
ing the  Committee,  I  stated  that  I  had  reflected 
tnatnrelv  oo  the  subject,  and  that  the  resolution 
now  under  consideration  appeared  to  me  the  best 
measure  in  our  power  to  adopt  in  the  present  Cir- 
eumsiances  of  the  country.  1  stated,  however,  at 
the  same  time,  that  if  a  majority  of  the  Commit- 
tee entertained  a  differeni  opinion,  I  should  be  will- 
ing to  rellnqoish  my  own  impressions  on  this  sab- 
ject,Bs  I  coDsidered  it  all-important  to  combine  a 
strong  vote  in  favor  of  such  measures  as  we  might 
adopt.  I  believe  that  a  weak  measure  carried  by 
«  great  majority  will  be  more  powerful  than  a 
•trongmeasure  carried  by  a  small  majority.  Hav- 
ing eooGtied  myaelf  to  the  disensaioD  of  the  meaa- 


ure  under  consideration,  I  expected  that  it  would 
have  been  examined  on  its  own  merits ;  but,  con- 
trary to  this  expectation,  I  was  surprised  to  hear 
the  gentleman  from  Virginia  state  inliis  firsi  breath 
that  this  was  not  a  proposition  of  mine,  but  a  Cab- 
inet measure.  I  wish  the  gentleman  bad  deigned 
to  inform  us  what  be  meant  by  a  Cabinet.  I  per- 
ceive no  such  thing  in  the  Constitution  or  laws. 
I  believe  the  phrase  u  peculiar  to  the  Court  of  St. 
James,  where  the  Ministers  of  the  King  are  called 
the  Cabinet.  I  have  heard  the  Heads  of  Depart- 
ments and  the  Attorney  General,  assembled  by  the 
President  on  great  occasions,  called  the  Cabinet. 
I  have  also  heard  (bree  or  four  members  of  this 
House,  who  have  considered  themselves  theor^ns 
for  conducting  all  its  business,  called  the  Cabmet. 
If  it  be  either  of  these  Cabinets,  they  have  not  been 
consulted  by  me.  The  origin  of  this  business  is 
no  secret.  A  number  of  gentlemen,  who  thought 
something  ought  to  be  done,  showed  me  a  propo- 
sition which  they  wished  to  submit  to  the  House. 
I  saw  several  propositions — one  in  the  hands  of  a 
gentleman  from  New  Jersey,  goin|  to  a  prohibi- 
tloo  of  all  commercial  intercourse  with  Great  BHt< 
ain,  and  others  embracing  a  more  moderate  system 
of  measures.  I  sboweo  these  gentlemen  what  I 
had  drawn  up:  they  differed  from  me  in  opinioti, 
and  the  result  was  my  pnttiog  this  resolution  upon 
the  table,  that  it  might  receive  that  fair  diseat- 
sion  which  1  conceived  its  merits  entitled  to. 

The  gentleman  fh>m  Virginia  has  also  brought 
into  view  a  vote  of  mine  given  on  the  bill  mak- 
.Dpropriation  for  carrying  into  effect  the 
"__  !_i_ —ii-j    r._i.  rn^l-.-      I  -I. ij 


have  taken  a 

been  made  in  such  a  way  as  appears  to  be  calcu- 
lated to  impress  the  idea  tbat  my  vote  might  ha*% 
prevented  that  treaty  from  going  into  operation. 
This  is  not  the  fact,  as  on  the  final  vole  there  wer« 
fifty-one  affirmatives  and  forty-eight  negattvea^  I 
voted  in  the  affirmative.  Had  I  voted  fn  the 
negative,  the  vote  would  have  been  fifty  (o  forty- 
nine.  And  the  sense  of  the  Speaker  was  wril 
known,  as  he  bad  previously  voied  in  Committee 
of  the  Whole.  There  was  a  proposition  oSered 
to  the  House,  which  I  voted  for  as  a  preamble  to 
the  resolution,  the  object  of  which  was  to  exptesa 
the  opinion  of  the  House  that  the  treaty  was  a  bad 
one;  that  it  was  not  such  as  the  country  bad  a 
right  to  expect ;  but,  (hat,  under  all  the  circum- 
stances, it  was  better  to  make  the  appropriation  for 
carrying  it  into  effect.  1  believe  it  was  under* 
stood,  if  the  preamble  was  carried,  the  minority 
would  vote  for  carrying  the  treaty  into  effect ;  ana. 
though  it  was  not  carried,  I  did  not  consider  that 
a  sufficient  reason  for  voting  against  it.  The  treaty 
bad  been  regularly  negotiated :  I  do  not  say  it  iras 
such  as  it  ought  to  have  been,  but  il  was  better  to 
let  il  go  into  operation  thao  lose  it  hjr  a  small  ma- 
iority.  '  The  President  had  ratified  it,  and  a  ma- 
lorityof  the  Representatives,  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  ap^oved  it.  I  will  ask,  then,  the  gentle- 
man from  Virginia,  if  he  will  be  for  putting  Gen- 
eral Wabhinotoh,  iwo-ihirds  of  the  Senate,  and 
fifly-one  Representatives,  in  straight -jackets  ?  I 
believe  the  setise  of  the  nation  will  leToU  at  tbc 
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idea ;  and  I  beliere  the  people,  if  the  labject  bad 
been  submitted  lo  them^  would  have  voted  as  I 
did.  How  do  I  infer  this?  Because  erery  maa 
who  voted  tot  the  treaty  came  toCongress  again 
IT  be  ehose.  I  voted  for  ii,  and  I  oever  was  elected 
br  a  greater  majority.  Ttiere  is  no  distiicl  ia  th; 
Stale  of  PeonsylvaDia  more  republican  (baa  that 
which  I  iben  represented  ;  for  I  am  now  the  rep- 
laaenlaiiveof  another  district — the  man  now  from 
il  is  republicaoism  tt^If 

TbegeQileman  from  Maryland,  in  makiog  some 
observations  on  the  remarks  I  made  on  iDtrodac- 
ing  ibis  measare,  has  ascribed  to  me  an  e^ressjoo 
wfiicti  I  ieay  absolutely  having  made.  I  wished 
an  opportunity  at  the  time  to  explain,  hut  the  gen- 
tleman did  not  see  proper  lo  indulge  me;  and  I 
believe  ibis  is  the  only  instance  in  which  such  a 
refusal  has  been  made.  The  idea  which  I  ex- 
pressed, was,  that  this  measure  would  attack  Qreat 
Britain  in  her  warehouses  and  workshops,  and 
would  thus  reach  her  vitals,  I  oluerved  inat  the 
merchants  and  manufacturers  were  the  great  sup- 
port of  that  nation,  and  that,  if  we  adopted  this 
measure,  it  would  so  affect  those  two  classes  of 
men  (hat  ibey  would  become  our  friends,  and  the 
advocates  of  our  measures.  The  gentleman  from 
Maryland  has,  on  the  coDtrary,  attributed  to  me 
the  wish  of  stabbing  Britain  to  her  vitals — ascrib- 
ing to  me  the  idea  of  wishing  to  destroy  her  Gov- 
ernment. 1  should  be  sorry  to  see  ibis  effect  pro- 
duced. On  the  contrary,  I  wish  to  see  that  Qov- 
ernment  preserved  in  its  vigor,  as  a  cheek  to  her 
great  rival  Power.  I  believea  considerable  portion 
of  OUT  own  safety  depends  on  ibe  two  nations 
checking  each  other. 

I  observed  that  I  had  no  idea  this  measure  wontd 
lead  to  war.  1  deny  that  it  is  a,  war  measure. 
There  is  nothing  warlike  in  it.  It  is  a  plain  com- 
mercial measure,  which  we  have  a  right  to  estab- 
liab.  But  I  observed  thai  If  Qreet  Britalu  should 
Tievr  il  in  a  different  light,  and  go  to  war,  she  was 
not  so  much  to  be  dreaded,  as  we  should  be  able 
to  tf  ke  as  many  of  bet  trading  vessels,  or  at  least 
an  equal  value  of  ibem,  by  means  of  our  priva- 
teers, as  she  could  of  ours.  From  ibis,  ihe  ren- 
tteman  has  inferred  that  I  amfor  meeting  the  Brit- 
ish navy  with  the  privateers  of  our  citizens,  and 
added,  that  any  man  who  talked  so  absurdly  ought 
to  be  shot  up  in  a  dark  room,  aod  confined  in  a 
straight- waistcoat.  I  am  willing  that  the  gentle- 
man from  Maryland  sbouM  have  the  credit  of 
being  the  author  of  all  such  flourishes ;  but,  before 
he  uodertakes  to  anathematize  other  gentlemen, 
he  ought  lo  give  some  specimen  (which  I  am  sure 
he  has  not  yet  done)  of  bis  own  superior  powers. 

I  have  no  expectation  that  this  resolution  will 
prevail,  as  I  find  many  gentlemen  who  advocate 
•ttong  ground  consider  this  loo  strong.  As  I  said, 
at  the  beginniog^am  ready  to  meet  them  on  any 
iOther  ground.  Why  do  ibey  not  come  out,  and 
propose  their  measures  1  If  I  think  the  measure 
they  propose  will  do,  I  will  vote  for  it.  But  while 
we  are  going  on  this  way,  we  can  never  come  to 
the  point.  Let  gentlemen,  then,  avow  themselves 
for  or  asainst  this  measure.  It  appears  to  me  thai 
thoM  who  object  to  this  measure  aa  too  iirongj 


have  been  answered  by  unanswerable  arguments; 
and  1  can  hardly  see  how  we  can  relinquish  thia 
ground,  and  descend  lo  another. 

I  regret  that  some  things  have  been  said  in  the 
course  of  (bis  discussion,  whose  natural  tendency 
is  lo  divide  instead  of  uoiting  us.  Of  ibis  descrip> 
lioais  the  alleged  jealousy  between  oar  merchants 
aQd  farmers ;  a  topic  more  fitted  to  destroy  than 
promote  conciliation.  I  wish  to  bury  all  kinds 
of  party  distioetion  in  the  discussion  of  this  sub- 
ject; I  think  such  topics  highly  iniproper  ;  and 
that  every  pains  ought  to  be  taken  to  keep  out  of 
view  aucn  sources  of  jealousy.  I  myself  am  a 
farmer,  a  practical  farmer;  and  have  no  idea  of 
giving  up  the  interests  of  agriculture  to  commerce. 
But  1  have  always  considered  the  two  so  ulti< 
mately  connected  as  to  be  inseparable.  If  it  were 
not  for  the  merchants  of  Baltimore  and  Philadel- 
phia, the  people  I  represent  would  be  in  a  peril- 
ous condition.  What  they  raise  beyond  their 
own  wants,  they  dispose  of  to  them ;  and  were  it 
for  [hem,  their  surplus  produciions  would  rot 
their  hands,  and  they  would  become  indolent 
and  poot. 

There  is  another  view  of  this  subject,  largely 
dwelt  upon,  which  I  exceedingly  re^et — ihe  pow- 
er and  importance  of  Gkeat  Britam.  I  am  wil- 
ling to  agree  that  Qreat  Britain  is  a  powerful 
nation,  and  that  her  navy  is  invincible.  Still  I 
am  Doi  willing  to  resign  my  rights  and  ibe  rights 
of  the  nation  into  her  hands.  We  have,  on  a 
former  occasion,  heard  almost  every  argument 
brought  forward  in  the  same  manner  as  on  the 

Geseul  occasion;  they  had  not  ihen  influence, 
iwever,  to  prevent  a  similar  meaanre  with  that 
under  consideration.  I  regret  thai  they  have  Ibis 
influence  now.  If  we  shall  not  adopt  this  re- 
solution from  its  influence  on  our  rev^ue,  or 
any  other  caose,  I  hope  we  shall  not  regret  it. 
because  Qreat  Britain  may  take  offence  at  il,  1 
wish  this  consideration  had  been  left  entirely  ont 
of  view ;  that  whatever  we  do,  we  may  do  as  the 
Representatives  of  the  nation,  without  regard  to 
Qreat  Britain. 

The  Speaker,  in  the  course  of  his  remarks,  has 
alluded  to  an  observation  of  mine  relative  to  the 
sequestration  of  British  debts;  regretted  that  I 
made  it,  and  expressed  his  belief  that  I  would  not 
myself  agree  to  the  measure.  I  certainly  should 
noi,  except  in  a  case  of  extreme  necessity.  I 
said  ihat  if  Qreat  Britain  should  violate  the  treaty 
between  ns  in  every  respect  but  one,  she  could 
not  consider  us  as  bound  by  the  single  remain- 
ing article.  But  should  we  be  released  from  the 
treaty  it  is  said  to  be  questionable  whether  the 
sequestration  would  in  any  case  be  justifiable.  I 
believe  there  are  extreme  cases  in  which  it  would, 
and  the  Speaker  and  myself  once  agreed  on  that 
point.  If  Great  Britain  should,  in  violation  of  the 
treaty,  let  loose  her  cruisers,  and  seize  our  pro- 
perly without  notice,  I  believe  such  a  measni« 
would  be  justifiable,  Ihoueh  even  then  I  should 
take  it  with  reluctance,  fhave  no  further  obser- 
vations to  make.  If  gentlemen  indisposed  lo  this 
measure  will  suggest  one  that  is  more  moderate, 
I  will  exercise  my  right  of  judging  on  it. 
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iAr.  DiwsoN. — I  hare  indulged  ihe  disposition, 
vbich  [  always  feel  to  be  litent,  dunog  ■  rery 
lensihy  debaie,  and  have  attended  to  the  obser- 
Talions  of  oiber  gentlemen,  someiimes  witb  jitea- 
Eore — sometimes  irilh  paio.  J  should  continue 
Ibat  indulgence,  did  I  not  apprehend,  that,  from 
(be  length  which  the  debaie  seems  to  promise,  I 
ahall  not  have  an  opporiuniiy  of  giving  m^  yea 
or  nay ;  and  as  1  propose  to  vote  against  Ine  re- 
aoluiion.  it  might  be  concluded,  (hat  I  view  it  as 
other  gentlemen  do.  who  are  in  ibe  opposition,  or 
tial  my  vote  is  influeuced  by  any  or  the  reasons 
or  considerations  which  have  been  urged  by  most 
of  them, 

1  consider  that  resolution  simplyas  a  commer- 
cial regulation,  which,  under  the  poi'rers  granted 
to  Congress  by  the  Constitution,  we  have  a  right  to 
to  pajs,  and  I  hold  it  to  be  an  internal  regtilation 
which  it  is  our  duty  topass^wheneTer  the  true  in- 
terest of  our  country  in  OUT  judgment  shall  require 
It,  without  inqVirio^  what  effect  It  will  baVe  on  the 
feelingGofaoy foreign  nation  whatever.    Atprea- 
CDt.  howerer,  1  deeia  it  premature,  and  I  hope  it 
will  never  become  necessary ;  whenever  that  ne- 
cessity shall  arrive,  I  will  join  the  advocates  of  this 
moiuiion  in  lis  support,  or  in  Che  support  of  any 
other  measn)'es  which  shall  go  to  injure  those 
who  peisevere  in  injuring  us  l  And  this  has  been 
niy  conduct  during  the  whole  aession.    1  have 
been  in  favor  of  every  lOeaiure  which  goes  to  se- 
cure the  honor  or  interest  of  our  country,  let  that 
-  igainst  what  nation  it  may  ; 
ape  it  will  never  be  neces- 
^  not  arise  from  any  confi- 
tn  the  Dlagnanimity  or  fbr- 
on.    t  believe  that  they  are 
!3s  when  they  have  power, 
itioD  is  only  checked  by  the 
iCting  on  their  oWn  interest ; 
lis  spirit  on  our  part,  with  a 
to  support  our  own  tights, 
or  (he  rights  of  others,  will, 
eflectattbe  present  crisis; 
repeat  that  I  will  join  in 
port  these  rights  and  to  ob- 

1  been  suppor.ed  by  some  of 
ly  all  its  opponenis,  its  a  war 
emely  difficult  to  ascertain 
An  by  a  war  measure.    If 
a  measure  which  we  have 
without  consulting  others, 
it  will  give  just  cause  for 
war,  I  dissent  from  them  in  toto.   1  believe  it  sim- 
ply to  be  a  commercial  regulation  iijiended  to 
itieet  the  present  siateof  things,  and  (hat  we  have 
a  perfect  right  to  pass  it,  without  inquiring  what 
influence  it  will  have  tit  St.  James's,  or  St  Cloud. 
I  believe  this  is  the  place  intended  for  Ihe  free 
eietcise  of  alt  powers  granted  by  the  Cooslitution. 
If,  sir,  they  mean  that  it  may  afford  a  pteieil 
for  war,  1,  without  hesitation,  admit  that  it  may 
and  so  may  either  of  the  resolutions  which  have 
been  submitted  to  the  Committee,  over  which 
Tou,  with  so  much  proprietjf,  preside.     I  well 
uow  Uiat  oalions,  like  intoxicated  individuals, 


when  blinded  by  passion  or  superior  power,  sel- 
dom want  pretexts  for  differing  witb  their  friends ; 
to  prove  this  I  will  not  appeal  to  antiquity,  or  even 
to  our  own  Revolution.  The  history  of  the  pres- 
ent moment — the  state  of  Europe,  confirms  this 
important,  though  melancholy  (ruth.  And  if.  air, 
the  passing  of  either  of  (hose  resolution^  all  of 
which  I  consider  as  standing  on  (he  same  looting 
as  to  that  power — and  one  of  which  I  trust  Will 
pass— if,  1  say,  that  will  afford  a  pretext  for  ti 
war ;  if,  sir,  by  the  folly  or  vices  of  other  Qovern- 
ments,  we  are  forced  to  meet  that  state  of  things, 
I  am  not  among  those  who  are  disposed  to  des- 
pond, or  ready  10  acknowledge  the  superiority  ot 
other  countries  over  ours.  Armed,  sir,  with  the 
shield  of  justice,  and  fighting  in  defence  of  oDr 
just  rights,  while  I  feel  a  pleasing  confidence  thai 
we  hare  more  means  in  our  poWer  to  injure  any 
nation  in  Europe,  than  that  natioil  has  to  injure 
us— these  means  I  never  wish  to  use,  or  to  see  that 
slate  of  things ;  nor  do  I  wish  (o  put  our  finances 
or  my  country  to  temporary  embarrassment  or  in- 
convenience, as  1  believe  this  resolution  would  do, 
especially  the  southern  part  of  it.  until  the  neces- 
sity ibali  be  more  apparent,  and  until  it  shall  bo 
,seen  that  Great  Britain  perseveres  in  k  system  of 
measures  calculated  to  check  and  destroy  our 
rising  greatness,  and  eventually  the  independence 
of  our  country.  At  presen^  therefore,  I  am  against 
the  adoption  of  the  resolution,  under  the  hope  that 
it  will  be  unnecessary ;  that  We  shaU  obtain  jus- 
tice without  it. 

Should  I  be  disappointed  in  this  hope,  1  pledge 
myself  to  unite  in  any  (Qetsur^s  which  shall  go 
to  maintain  the  rights,  honor;  And  interest  of  tha.t 
country  so  dear  to  us  all.  Let  those  measures  b« 
dicecied  against  Whitt  nation  they  majr,  I  will 
never  surrender  A  perfect  TigbT,or  tempori2e  With 
principle. 

Mr.  Early.- I  believe  it  must  be  seen  by  ^n- 
ttemen  that  tbere  is  now  no  probability  of  adopt- 
ing this  measure;  and  I  am  convinced  that,  iT 
adopted,  it  will  not  answer  the  purposes  which 
they  themselves  intended  to  answer  by  it.  It  is 
not  because  it  tskes  too  strong  ground  (hat  I  am 
opposed  to  it;  lamopposedtoiion  other  grounds. 
On  the  ground  that  the  measure,  if  carried  into 
operation,  will  be  weak  and  impotent,  as  it  re- 
spects Great  Britain,  and  ruinous  as  it  respects  . 
ourselves.  These  are  the  grounds  on  which  mf 
opposition  is  founded'.  The  gentleman,  therefore, 
who  submitted  this  proposition  is  mistaken  if  he 
supposes  I  opposed  It  on  the  ground  that  It  Was 
too  strong;  but  it  is  not  my  intention  again  to 
go  into  the  merits  of  this  subject.  I  have  barely 
risen  in  consequence  of  the  diversity  of  opinion 
expressed  by  gentlemen,  all  tending  to  show  that 
if  this  measure  cannot  be  adopted,  they  are  willing 
to  meet  on  other  ground,  to  invite  them  to  give 
us  an  opportunity  to  occupy  this  gtound,  which 
I  believe  will  be  found  in  the  resolution  of  the 
eentleman  from  Maryland.  It  is  because  I  think 
that  eligible  ground  to  occupy ;  a  ground  which 
will  not  recoilupon  ourselves, or  doUs  more  harm 
than  our  enemy,  that  I  think  it  time  to  put  tia 
end  to  tbediscusatonofthisfirstresoIotiDD.  Oett- 
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lltnaen  mMt  hrre  dtseoTsred  thai  they  csnnoi 
carry  it.  To  pat  tbe  tbing  tben  ;«ntl)p  to  sleep, 
■Ad  to  gire  m  an  c^partunlljr  to  oceapy  more 
et^tble  and  cffioaeious  graoad,  I  more  tDBt  the 
Gomniittee  m*.  Wben  tbe  Home  shall  be  re- 
samed,  it  is  my  ioteaiion  to  move  to  dbchar^ 
tlw  Cooimittee  from  the  resolutioti  nader  COB- 
■MentiOD. 

Hr.  MftCOK. — Before  tbe  question  is  taken  I 
big  to  be  iodnlged  in  ttatlng  thai  tbe  genllemBD 
from  Yirgioia  bas  roiBnnderatood  ja*.  I  staled 
that  thewst  way  io'my  opinion  to  prerent  Britain 
from  impreulag  our  seameo,  was  to  agree  not  to 
employ  ner  sailors,  on  condition  ibat  she  would 
agree  not  to  take  onre,  telying  on  her  being  gav- 
eratd  by  a  tenae  of  interest,  isnouldhave  thought 
the  BeBiiment  ascribed  to  me  by  thai  gentleman 
woald  bRTe  heen  one  of  tbe  last  ia  (be  world  at- 
tribnted  to  me. 

Hr.  ButLiE. — I  am  against  the  motion  (br  the 
Csmmittee's  rising,  thongb  I  have  no  objection  to 
postpone  the  resolution  for  the  purpose  of  taking 
np  any  ortier.  There  is  a  wide  differense  between 
postponing  a  measure  to  a  day  certain,  and  dis- 
chftreiHg  a  eoramittee  fh>m  ii.  Let  me  tdl  tbe 
g<eDtIeman  f^m  Qeergia  that  I  am  not  afraid  of 
the  ftte  of  tbia  moliHion.  h  is  far  from  me  lo 
ottdertaire  to  say  what  that  (ate  wiH  be.  t  know 
it  not,  Ror  cMB  I  know  it  until  the  Bnal  rota  of 
this  House.  Bki  thooM  tbis  reaolntion  be  nega- 
tived, that  eircumstanee  wilt  not  change  my  con- 
^t.  It  is  enoagh  for  me  thai  1  am  coovineed 
ilt  adoption  will  promote  tbe  inieresta  of  ibis 
COODtry,  and  that  I  am  not  responsible  for  its  fhte. 
tmt  only  for  my  own  aondnct,  and  that  1  pov 
aeaa  Ibe  privilege  of  recording  my  name  in  its 
ftvor  wkeBever  a  decision  sball  be  bad  upon  iL 
H tbe  ganltenMn  will  agree  to  poMpooe  this  reno- 
liuien  to  a  day  ceftarn,  iti  order  In  the  meantime 
te  take  up  any  otker  resolution  on  the  table,  I 
■Mil  agree  lo  It. 

As  we  are  now  ex^iahig,  I  am  glaA  to  aee  the 
giMilemaH  from  Virginia  in  his  place.  That  j^- 
oemaa,  in  taking  notice  of  my  obaerraliofls, 
dotibted  wlKlher  the  frieniiship  1  entertained  fof 
him  wne  sinoere.  If  ihe  declaration  will  be  »tis- 
ftKtory  to  him,  I  will  declare  it  was  sneere:  that 
friendship  is  not  removed;  but  1  wish  the  gentte- 
mat  to  undefEtand  it  properly.  FrieBdahip  re- 
quires an  exchange  of  good  Omoes  bttwam  man 
aad  «Min;  bat  there  is  a  fnnd  on  which  aven 
AioDdsbip  oaMiat  draw~-lhe  fund  of  puUic  good, 
which  b  of  too  ncred  a  nature  lo  be  sacrMced 
BTCn  to  friendship ;  and  I  deetare,  that  eieept  so 
hi  as  psblje  duty  reqnires  I  am  still  wfUing  to 
inierohange  the  offices  of  friendship  with  that 
gCMleman. 

Mr.  jAcraoN. — I  owe  an  exdanatlon  lo  the 
Splnker  and  the  House.  My  ocllengne  observed 
nat  some  apology  wts  to  be  found  for  the  con- 
duct of  Great  Bruaio  with  regard  to  the  impresB- 
iMnt  of  ouTBenmen,  from  oar  having  more  of  her 
subjects  in  our  employ  than  she  had  af  osr  oiti- 
Mns  in  hers.  The  Speaker  stated  that  protec- 
^ns  were  a  thing  in  the  raarket-:-lhe  price  of 
DUoh  wu  M  well  undentDod  aa  tbe  jtriee  of 


other  arltclea.  Other  geotlemen  made  various 
allosiona  to  the  conduct  of  Oreat  Briisio.  I  hadi 
therefore,  no  particalar  allusion  (o  the  Speaker, 
when  I  said  I  was  sorry  to  find  apologists  of 
Britain  on  the  fioor  of  Congress. 

Mr.  Maodn. — 1  undenlood  tbe  remark  as  ap- 
plicable to  myself.  I  said  tbe  price  of  getting 
naturalized  was  ae  well  understood  as  anything 


1  then 


rkel. 


Eablt.— 'In  reply  to  (he  obserrationB  of 
tbe  gentleman  from  PcDnsylvania,!  will  observe^ 
that  if  the  Committee  should  rise,  it  will  be  in  lh« 
power  of  the  House  to  dispose  of  the  resoIuiioD 
as  it  pleases.  Tbe  gentleman  will  there  enjoy 
tbe  seme  privilege  of  moviog  a  postponement  to 
a  defioite  time,  that  I  shall  to  move  a  dischai^ 
of  the  Committee  from  its  farther  consideration. 
For  my  part  it  is  not  material  to  me  which  mo* 
tion  pcevaile.' '  I  shall  not  oppose  the  motion  t» 
postpone  this  resolution  to  a  dav  certain.  I  ani 
as  willing  that  one  course  should  be  pursued  m 
the  other. 

Mr.  CI.ABK,  in  alluaion  to  the  remarks  of  Hr. 
Jacebon,  said  he  had  never  suppoeed,  from  the- 
feeling*  which  he  entertained,  that  he  should  hare 
been  consideved  as  tbe  apologist  of  Great  Briiain. 

The  question  was  then  tasea  on  the  rising  of 
[he  Committee,  and  pneeed  in  the  negatire — y«aa 
51  nays  68. 

Mr.  CaowRineHtBLD. — Hr.  Chairman:  Th« 
([oestian  is  on  the  reeolatioa  for  interdicting  tbe 
imports  tiOB  of  ell  goods,  ware^  and  merohandiBes, 
from  Oreat  Britain  and  her  dependeneie*.  It  is 
to  ^  regretted  that  in  the  contideration  tit  Aia 
sabject  its  t^peoents  have  considered  it  asa  war 
measure,  -or  such  as  will  lead  to  war.  Had  I 
viewed  It  in  this  light,  I  sboold  have  never  rtseQ 
in  ita  support.  I  will  take  the  hberty  of  saying 
a  fcw  words  in  reply  to  the  gentieman  from  Mary- 
land, (Hr.  NicBOLBOH,)  on  oerlain  observations 
which  fell  from  me  when  (his  subieei  was  Sret 
brought  into  dfsenasion.  What  I  then  said  bag 
boen  misuMkratood  and  misrepresented  both  by 
that  gentleman  aitd  the  gentleman  from  Virginia, 
(Mr.  Rambolph.)    I  am  accused  of  wtsbiog  (o 

flni^  tbis  nation  into  a  war  with  Oreat  Britain ; 
deny  the  charge,  and  I  believe  I  said  nothing 
w%icfa  ooght  to  have  led  gentlemen  to  have  drawn 
socfa  %fa  inference  from  my  remark.  I  am  charged 
by  tbe  gentleman  from  Maryland  with  saying 
that  our  privateers  would  be  a  match  for  British 
seventy-fours ;  I  did  not  say  so.  I  said  if  Oreai 
Britain  considered  this  as  a  hostile  naeasure,  and 
made  war  npon  ns,  we  should  fit  out  prtvaten^ 
and  they  woold  probably  be  able  to  eapttire  two 
vessels  10  one  taken  by  her.  I  here  alluded  to 
merchant  vessels,  and  had  referenee  to  no  other 
description  of  veesele.  The  reaaon  I  assigned  for 
this  was  our  ezperiesce  during  the  last  war,  and 
our  ability  to  defend  ourselvea  in  this  way  has 
certainly  not  diminished  since  that  time.  But 
could  it  hence  be  imagined,  by  any  raticmal  men, 
that  1  considered  a  privateer  equal  to  a  man  ot 
war?  Ji  has  also  been  insinaated  that  I  am  in 
bvor  of  a  coo&cation  of  Britiah  property,  whe- 
ther thai*  ahall  be  war  ornot,  I  sni^ose.    I  said 
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if  Britain  preferred  to  consider  thia  u  ■  itostile 
meatute,  if  sbe  actually  mode  wsr  upon  ua,  we 
should  be  obliged  lo  confiscate  our  debts.  If  she 
pursues  a  boslile  cour«e,  preys  upon  our  property, 
and  impresses  our  Beamen,  shall  we  be  expected 
to  furnish  her  witli  all  the  means  in  our  power  to 
«&(rf  on  war  againgt  ml  Shall  we  continue  to 
pav  the  debt  and  interest,  when  this  will  be  the 
effect  1  Tboufth  this  was  a  hasty  remark,  I  am 
coDviaced  an  reflection  that  it  was  just,  and  I 
ttave  no  doubt  if  Britain  chooses  to  hurry  us  into 
war,  that  it  will  be  oar  duty  to  lake  her  property 
en  the  iaod,  if  she  takes  ours  upon  jhe  ocean. 
With  regard  to  the  observations  ot  the  gentleman 
from  Virginia,  of  a  personal  nature,  f  shall  not 
condescend  to  answer  them,  except  so  far  as  to 
observe,  that  when  tbe  gentleman  stigmatizes 
those  who  held  particular  opinions,  with  meriting 
straight  waistcoats,  1  am  sure  the  Committee  did 
not  consider  tbe  remark  as  justified  by  anything 
which  had  been  said.  I  presume  no  person  would 
wish  to  put  me  into  a  dark  room,  confine  ute  in  a 
■traigfat  waistcoat,  and  support  mc  on  waler-gtnel. 
Such  places  are  only  fit  ior  madmen.  I  am  not 
iriUing  to  go  there ;  but  if  I  should,  I  might  un- 
foituiMtely,  perhaps,  find  the  gentleuan  from  Vir- 
ginia along  side  of  me. 

Hariog  made  these  remarks,  I  shall  proceed  to 
consider  the  main  proposition  under  considera- 
tion. It  is  no  declaration  of  war ;  nor  do  I  be- 
liere,  if  adopted,  Qreat  Britain  will  think  it  suffi- 
cient to  ^o  to  war  with  as.  She  will  aot  hazard 
a  war  with  the  United  States  on  this  account. 
Her  interest  is  too  deeply  in  vol  Ted  to  permit  her 
to  take  this  step.  What  does  it  propose  1  What 
are  our  complaints  1  Oreat  Britain,  in  the  pleni- 
tude of  her  goodness  and  mercy,  seizes  American 
■hipping  carrying  on  a  lawful  commerce,  in  goods 
bought  m  tbe  colonies  of  tbe  belligerent  aaiioos. 
What  has  been  her  condnct  ever  since  the  first 
war  against  rerolutioDary  France  1  On  the  6Lb 
November,  1733,  she  issued  orders  to  her  aimed 
ships  to  seize  all  neutral  vessels  trading  with  her 
enemies'  colonies,  or  loaded  with  colonial  pro- 
duce— not  Teasels  loaded  with  ptoTisions  merely, 
as  bos  been  supposed  by  some  geotlemea,  in  con- 
■equeace  of  which  three  or  four  hundred  Ameri- 
can vessels  were  captured.  On  proper  represent- 
ations being  made,  she  acknowledged  this  conduct 
to  be  improper,  and  allowed  the  trade  on  which 
ahe  had  thus  depredated  to  be  a  lawful  trade.  In 
the  treaty  made  with  her  tbe  following  year,  she 
agreed  to  make  compeosaiioo,  aod  I  belieTe  nearly 
four  millions  of  dollars  was  allowed  to  oar  suffer- 
ing merchants  for. property  thus  unjustly  taken 
from  them.  Here  was  a  complete  abandonment 
of  the  ground  she  had  assumed.  Why  did  she 
make  restitution  if  tbe  trade  was  unlawful  t  How 
came  it  that  tbe  Commissioners  silting  under  that 
treaty,  almoai  withont  exception,  awarded  dam- 
Mgn  in  every  case  of  capture  prior  to  the  date  of 
^at  trealyl  We  beard  oothing  of  this  principle 
till  the  year  1801,  when  Great  Britain  again  at- 
tempted to  revive  it  in  a  new  form.  But  on  r^er- 
enee  to  her  Attorney  General,  he  declared  this 
ground  to  be  incorrect,  and  that  a  neutral  bad  a 


right  to  pursue  his  commerce  with  the  beit^ercBt, 
colony.  He  makes  no  distinction  as  to  tM  onir 
ward  or  homeward  cargo.  He  does  not  conteitd 
that  the  colonial  trade  is-to  be  shot  or  interdicted 
in  time  of  war,  and  although  the  direct  trade  be- 
tweea  the  mother  counlry  and  the  colony  ought 
not  to  be  allowed  in  his  opinioOj  yet  he  conches 
the  principle  that  the  commerce  is  lawful  between 
the  neutral  country  and  the  colony,  and  that  opoa 
the  ^oods  being  onee  landed  in  a  neutral  port  th« 
continuity  of  the  voyage  is  btokcn,  and  the^  may 
then  be  sent  to  Europe,  even  to  those  nattona  at 
war  with  Great  Sritain,  to  the  mother  eonatrjr 
for  instance. 

Tbe  principle,  therefore,  was  again  abandoned 
by  Great  Britain.  It  is  now,  boweTer,once  moic 
revived,  and  under  the  decisions  of  her  admiralty 
courtSL  we  find  an  immense  amount  of  propetty 
at  state.  We  find  not  only  our  vessels  going 
from  the  colonies  to  the  belligerent  oaiiooi,  aad 
from  the  belligerent  nations  lo  the  colonies,  ex- 
posed to  capture — but  our  vessels  are  seized  and 
condemned  when  trading  between  the  United 
Slates  and  tbe  colonies,  and  also  when  bound  di- 
rect to  Surope  from  this  country,  when  loaded 
with  colonial  productioni.  We  do  not  know  tbe 
precise  amount  of  these  captures,  but  we  do  knoir 
It  is  immense.    Our  merchants  weie  taken  un- 

Separed ;  they  had  not  insured  aeainsl  such  risk*, 
any  of  them  must  be  ruined  if  yon  do  not  hold 
out  your  protecting  hand  towards  them.  Sacri- 
fice this  principle,  and  we  know  not  where  it  wilt 
end.  Viewing  tbe  United  States  as  iocreasini^  ia 
population  and  wealth,  and  unjustly  considoiBg 
us  as  her  rival,  her  object  is  to  destroy  on  com- 
merce. I  have  viewed  the  subject  in  this  light 
from  the  first,  and  I  have  no  doubt  that  if  we 
give  up  this  right,  we  siiall  be  pushed  to  give  up 
others — one  demand  will  be  .made  after  aaotber, 
and  we  shall  lose  all  our  commerce.  Bat  we  ara 
told  that  Great  Britain  is  a  powerCiI  ttation,  that 


she  has  eight  hundred  vessels  of  war.    But  aap- 
Dose  she  had  one  thousand,  is  there  any  indepena- 
ibis  floor  prepared  on  this  account  to 


relinquish  our  rights)  I  h«pe  not,  Mr.  Chaii^ 
man;  but  such  strange  opinions  have  been  de- 
livered, I  am  prepared  for  anything.  Great  Bri^ 
BIB  is  so  powerful,  and  has  such  a  great  navy,  we 
ought  not  to  provoke  her;  we  must  secure  her 
friendship  by  conc«s«ions,  1  suppose.  We  are  told 
by  the  gentleman  from  Virsinia,  (Mi.Ranoolph,) 
that  if  we  eo  to  war  with  her  we  must  bold  onr 
seacoast  at  toe  will  of  tbe  conqueror,  that  we  mast 
fiy  to  the  mountains  foj  protection.  No,  air,  we 
shall  not  fly  to  the  mountains.  We  shall  maet 
our  enemy  at  the  ocean's  edge,  we  shall  there  de- 
fend our  seacoasls.  To  tali  of  abandoning  our 
seacoasts  is  idh.  In  defence  of  out  coast  we 
shall,  if  necesiary, shed  tbe  last  drop  of  our  bldKd. 
No,  sir,  we  shall  not  hide  behind  a  hogshead  ot 
tobacco,  or  a  hale  of  cotton,  but  boldly  stand  forth 
and  fight  for  our  shores  whenever  a  lawlev  in- 
vader shall  touch  them. 

But  Great  Britain  say*,  yoti  are  carrying  on  a 
trade  in  war,  which  was  aot  allowed  in  peaee.  b 
this  a  fact?  It  is  not  a  Gut}  The  TaJuaUe  docu- 
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ment  from  ibe  Secretary  ot  the  Treasury  proTes 
that  it  ii  QOI.  If  that  documeDt  did  not  prove  it,  I 
could  from  my  own  personal  koowledge,  for  I  hare 
enjoyed  the  colooial  trade  in  commoo  nriib  thou- 
sands of  my  fellow-cicizens  during  peace  and  war. 
In  1802,  a  year  of  peace  all  over  Europe,  from  tbe 
returns  of  the  Secretary  of  ibe  Treasury  it  ap' 
pean  that  you  exported  colonial  and  oiber  foreign 
productions  lo  the  araoant  of  (birly-fire  millions. 
This  was  a  period  of  peace,  as  I  nave  before  ob- 
scrred,  and  demonstrates  that  you  enjoyed  Ibis 
trade  in  a  time  of  peace.  Tbis  produce  was  pur- 
chased witb  American  capital,  m  foreign  coun- 
tiies,  bni  chiefly  in  the  colonies  belonging  to  the 
enemiee  of  Great  Britain — rery  little  of  it  camq 
from  the  Boglisb  colonies.  Similar  property  is 
DOW  seized  and  condemned  upon  the  presump' 
tioa  that  we  are  not  carrying  on  our  accustomed 
trade.  I  ask,  tben,  in  wnat  other  light  we  can 
consider  this  aggression  of  Britain,  than  as  a  part 
of  her  regular  system  of  plunder? 

Is  it  true  that  this  trade  is  a  mushroom  or  fun- 
gns  that  has  sprung  up  in  the  night  1  I  think  it 
11  as  valuable  as  your  exoort  trade  in  tobacco, 
cottoD.  beef,  or  pork.  Inaeed  it  is  so  inlimaiely 
connected  with  the  trade  in  our  own  products 
that  it  cannot  be  separated  from  it.  Your  people 
raise  a  large  surplus  bevond  their  wants.  Do 
gentlemen  wqnt  this  surplus  produceto  rot  in  the 
bands  of  the  farmer  or  phtnterl  To  avoid  this 
what  must  be  done  1  It  must  be  exported  to  other 
markets.  Take  the  case  of  a  cai^o  of  flour  sent 
to  the  West  Indies ;  they  have  no  money  to  pay 
for  it,  but  Ibey  are  willing  to  barter  sugar  or  cofiee 
in  exchanse.  The  American  merchant  brings 
tbese  articles  to  the  United  Slates,  but  he  finds 
the  tnaikei  so  orerstocked  that  be  cannot  sell 
tbem  here.  He  prefers  sending  them  to  Europe 
rather  than  waiting  for  a  demand  which  may 
nerer  come.  Now  I  wish  to  know  whether  he 
baa  not  the  same  right  to  send  this  sugar  and 
coffee  lo  Europe,  received  in  eicbange  for  his 
flour,  as  he  has  loseBd^ihefiour  itself,  which  is  the 
product  of  your  soil?  There  can  be  no  doubt  of 
It;  it  is  bis  own  property,  sailing  under  a  neutral 
flag,  which,  if  outraged,  he  has  a  right  to  call  on 
hi*  Government  to  protect. 

I  know  of  a  vessel  which  went  last  year  from 
Salem,  in  Massachusetts,  to  Richmond  or  Pe- 
tersburg, in  Virginia,  I  forget  which  of  ihem,  and 
there  took  a  cargo  of  tobacco,  witb  a  view  of  go-, 
ing  to  Manilla,  a  Spanish  port  in  the  Chinese 
eeaa.  I  believe  she  loaded  four  or  five  hundred 
hogshead  of  tobacco.    This  vessel  will  be  com- 

¥Ued  to  bring  back  a  cargo  of  sugar  and  indigo. 
here  will  be  no  dispute  as  to  the  neutrality  of 
the  ship  or  cargo — both  belong  to  an  eroinent 
merchant  of  Massachusetts.  J  am  sure  the  in- 
digo will  not  be  wanted  in  tbis  country.  It  Will 
sell  higher  in  Europe;  and  the  owner  may  wish 
to  send  both  the  sugar  and  indigo  to  Spain,  ti 
France,  or  HoUand,l)ut  it  will  be  exposed  ti 
British  capture.  It  will  be  said  it  came  originally 
ftom  an  enemy's  colony.  It  is  contaminated.  It 
cannot  be  carried  lo  Europe,  because  it  may  turn 
oat  possibly  thai  the  owner  intended  to  send  it  " 


Surope  when  he  first  undertook  the  voyage  to 
Virginia,  twelve  months  before.  This  will  b« 
said  in  a  British  Court  of  Admiralty;  howeret 
true  or  false  it  may  be.  they  will  judge  of  the  in- 
tention, and  the  whole  will  be  condemned.  I 
ask  you,  sir.  I  ask  the  Committee,  whether  this  is 
not  a  fair  and  a  lawful  trade?  It  ii  an  honorable 
trade.  It  is  a  trade  in  tobacco.  The  sugar  and 
indigo  of  Manilla  will  be  purchased  with  the  to- 
bacco of  Virginia.  It  i^sent  to  a  distant  country 
American  account.    The  returns  from  neces- 

/  are  made  in  colonial  produce.  It  will  nbt  all 
sell  bere.  It  mvist  be  sent  abroad ;  if  it  is  seized 
on  the  passage,  will  a  second  voyage  be  attempt* 
ed  ?  Will  any  merchant  send  to  Virginia  to  buy 
another  cargo  to  ship  to  an  enemy's  port,  if  his 
property  is  to  be  torn  from  him  on  its  return,  or 
before  it  can  find  a  market?  It  would  be  just  aa 
right  to  seize  the  tobacco  before  it  reached  the 
enemy's  port,  as  to  take  the  proceeds  of  that  to- 
bacco on  a  subsequent  voyage.  Is  not  agricul- 
ture interested,  and  greatly  interested,  too,  in  such 
voyages  as  these?  It  is  perfectW  clear  in  my 
mind  that  it  is.  Such  a  trade  as  I  have  described 
is  the  trade  in  dieDute  between  fisand  Oreat  Brit- 
Will  you  abandon  it?  I  hope  you  will  not. 
"Vou  cannot.  It  is  too  important,  too  valuable  to 
be  sacrificed. 

Some  gen  tie  men,  and  particularly  the  honor- 
ible  Speaker,  have  conceded  all  the  advocates  of 
this  measure  wish,  in  saying  we  have  a  right  to 
send  a  load  of  flour  to  the  West  Indies,  and  bring 
back  a  cargo  of  coSee  in  return,  and  afterwards 
send  Ibis  coffee  to  Europe.    We  hare  a  right 

this  trade  as  much  ai  to  the  trade  in  flour. 

[Mr.  Macon  here ,  explain edj  and  observed  he 
hadsftidlhat  adolltfgot  in  thu  trade  was  worth 
as  much  to  the  country  as  a  dollar  got  in  any 
other  way.] 

Mr.  Crowihbbibld. — Yes,  sir,  I  understood  the 
gentleman  as  saying  that  also.  I  may.  however, 
be  mistaken  in  the  first  declaration  or  what  fell 
from  the  honorable  Speaker ;  but  I  took  a  memo- 
randum of  it  at  the  time.  Well,  this  is  all  the 
advocates  of  the  resolution  contend  for — that  it 
is  a  fair  trade — as  good  a  trade  as  that  of  tobacco, 
or  flour,  or  anything  else — that  a  dollar  earned  by 
it  is  as  valuable  as  any  other  dollar — that  it  is 
not  a  dishonest  trade — that  it  is  not  the  cover- 
ing trade;  in  my  part  of  the  country  it  is 
not  known  by  the  name  of  the  carrying  trade — 
the  carrying  is  the  freighting  trade ;  and  our 
people  do  not  fit  out  their  ships  for  the  pur- 
pose  of  transporting  the  property  of  belligerents 
on  freight.  Our  merchants  are  possessed  of  snSi- 
cient  capital  to  load  their  own  snips  oa  their  own 
account.  They  own  the  property  themselves.  It 
is  not  a  foreign  property.  There  is  no  want  of 
American  capital  to  calrry  on  oar  commerce. 
The  British  condemnations  do  not  proceed  on 
this  ground.  They  allege  we  are  carrying  on 
a  trade  in  time  of  war,  which  was  not  allowed 
in  time  of  peace.  There  is  one  point  of  view  in 
which  this  subject  may  be  considered,  which  is 
important ;  it  is  this :  It  wilt  be  seen  by  ihecom- 
mittee,  that  Great  Britain  coudeoms  both  ship 
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aod  CBrgo,  when  ibete  is  no  questiou  ns  to  the 
neuiralitr  oflhe  flagi  and  tbe  crew  are  sure  to  be 
kept  prisooers  at  the  eame  time.  It  Is  not  so 
where  the  ship  is  freighted  for  accuuot  of  a  belli- 
Here  she  would  be  paid  her  freight,  and 


careo  only  being  enemies'  property  would  be 
conaemtied.  By  the  new  priaciple,  the  Whole  is 
swept  away.  This  is  even  far  worse  ibaa  the 
blocKade  principle.  Here  the  vessel  ought  to  be 
waraed  not  to  enter  a  blockaded  port;  she  cannot 
fairly  be  seized  unless  tbe  owner  or  master  has 
been  laformed  of  the  blockade ;  and  on  the  retarn 
voyage,  in  my  opinion,  she  must  be  permitted  to 
go  free.  Qrant  to  Cogland  what  she  wants,  un- 
der her  new  doctrine,  and  she  may  eire  up  block- 
ades allogethei.  She  need  not  blockade  Mar- 
tinique or  Ouadaloupe  in  future.  She  may  save 
the  expense  of  tending  ber  fleets  again&t  the  ene> 
mies'  coloaies.  She  baa  only  to  watch  the  port:) 
of  New  York  aod  Boston  with  a  few  frigates,  and 
tbe  thing  is  done.  H^re  iheycEtn  prey  upon  your 
defenceless  ressels  with  the  greatest  facility. 
Your  merchant  vessels  trading  with  the  enemies' 
colonies  and  to  Europe,  loaded  with  colonial  pro- 
ductions, clearly  AmeueaQ  property,  fall  into  the 
hands  of  British  cruisers  without  any  trouble. 
This  Ukes  place  every  day. '  What  I  Shall  a 
neutral  ship  and  cargo  be  captured  and  coudemoed 
because  it  was  the  owoer'^s  intention  to  send  (he 
produce  to  Europe  to  a  better  market  than  bis 
own  eonntry  afforded  him?  The  principle  is 
monstrous.  I  revolt  at  it.  It  sets  reason  and 
justice  at  defiance.  Qreat  Britain  condemlis  both 
ship  and  cargo,  and  in  addition  seizes  our  seamen. 
She  has  extended  the  ground  of  capture.  She 
has  condemned  our  property  coming  from  a  bel- 
ligerent nation  to  America,  or  when  destined  to  a 
neutral  country,  not  our  own,  on  the  pretext  of 
iateotioa  to  trade  with  the  colonies.  I  assert  that 
all  these  condemnations  ate  illegal  and  unjust.  I 
say  the  trade  in  which  these  vessels  are  engaged 
is  highly  valuable,  and  ought  to  be  protected.  It 
is  an  important  branch  ofyour  Import  as  well  as 
export  trade.  But  gentlemen  differ  on.  this  sub- 
ject. Qomparisons  have  been  made  as  to  the 
different  branches  of  our  commerce.  The  hon- 
orable Speaker  said,  when  he  was  up  ou  this  sub- 
ject) that  the  trade  which  he  considered  of  the 
most  consequence  was  the  coasting  trade.  This 
trade  is  valuable  in  a  certain  degree,  but  it  is  sub- 
ordinate to  your  other  commerce.  Is  the  coast- 
ing trade  in  tar  and  turpentine  from  North  Caro- 
lina to  Norfolk  and  New  York  of  so  much  cou- 
sequence?  But  even  this  trade  is  put  to  hazard. 
Allow  the  British  doctrine  to  be  correct,  and  their 
seizures  will  soon  extend  to  this  trade.  They 
want  to  confine  you  loamere  coasting  trade  from 
Stale  to  Slate.  1  am  not  contending  for  the  free- 
dom of  commerce  for  one  Slate  more  than  an- 
other. The  Northern  and  Southern,  the  Eastern 
and  Western  States  are  all  interested  in  this  great 
question.  I  cannot  permit  the  insults  offered  to 
our  seamen  to  be  passed  over  without  some  re- 
marks.   Qreat  Britain,  whenever  she  finds  an 


American  seaman  wilbout  a  proleetioo  sdzea 
him — whenever  she  wants  men  to  man  her  ves- 
sels impresses  them.  Something  has  fallen  from 
the  honorable  Speaker,  in  which  I  understood 
him  as  saying  he  had  been  informed,  from  re- 
spectable authoriiy,  that  protections  are  an  article 
bought  aod  sold  in  the  markets;  but  I  know  that 
thio  is  not  tbe  fact ;  they  are  an  article  which 
cannot  be  bought  or  sold  la  the  market.  I  do 
not  pretend  to  say  there  may  not  hare  been  some 
abuses  in  the  protections,  but  the  instances  aro 
rare.  Under  a  law  of  tbe  United  States  tbe  ap- 
plicant is  obliged  to  apply  to  a  justice  of  the 
peace,  aud  unless  be  proves  to  the  satrsfactioa  of 
the  magistrate  that  he  is  a  citizen,  the  ma^ia- 
trate  does  not  give  him  a  certificate.  On  prormg 
this,  be  gives  him  a  certlQeate,wtth  a  descriptioa 
of  his  height,  complexion,  age,  and  place  of  birth. 
With  this  he  applies  to  the  custom-house,  and  re- 
ceives from  ihe  collector  his  protection,  a«  it  is 
erraneously  called,  for  ft  is  no  protection  to  him— 
it  affords  him  none.  Now,  it  is  impossible,  if  tbe 
man  felt  so  disposed,  to  mII  this  protection,  as  Et 
will  not  correspond  with  the  descrfptiorv  of  an- 
other person.  It  will,  however,  I  believe,  be 
agreed,  that  these  protections  are  totally  disre- 
garded by  Oreat  Britain.  Has  she  then  a  right 
to  treat  our  citizens  in  this  manner?  Is  it  riifht 
for  a  belligerent  nation  to  have  three  thousand  of 
our  citizens  on  board  of  her  ships  of  war,  fighting 
faer  battles  against  our  friends  7  I  have  no  dotibl 
that  at  the  battles  of  Aboukir and  Trafalgar  maor 
of  your  seamen  were  engaged  in  ber  service;  I 
have  no  doubt  that  in  the  list  of  killed  at  Trafat- 
gar  are  to  be  found  the  names  of  hnndredaof 
your  seamen  who  fought  and  bled,  not  indefenA 
of  your  liberties,  but  against  a  fricndiy  PoweTl— 
seamen  impressed  into  the  sertiec  of  a  for^a 
nation,  wiihoul  receiving  any  compensation  tor 
their  services — for  they  hre  not  allowed  wafea 
unless  they  voluntarily  enter  into  the  service^  attd 
there  is  not  one  case  in  a  hundred  in  which  ther 
do  it  voluntarily.  No^  sir,  they  have  to(i  ranen 
respect  for  theirownrighlsand  the  honor  of  theit 
country ;  they  never  enter  into  the  British  ser- 
vice but  under  lite  lash  of  ■  boatsirain.  But  tbtt 
honorable  Speaker  thinks  this  measare  mar  be 
accommodated  by  resorting^  to  another  principle, 
by  onr  merchants  not  agreeing  to  employ  British 
"  len.  1  think  the  honorable  Speaker  said  there 
no  other  way  to  save  our  seamen  than  for 
merchants  not  to  employ  British  seamen. 
But  this  is  impossible ;  it  cannot  be  done ;  they 
could  not,  they  ought  not  to  accede  to  such  a 
principle.  Would  you  wish  to  see  British  sea- 
men delivered  up  m  exchange  for  your  own  citi- 
zens? They  are  not  numerous.  Oorseameii  is 
tbe  Eastern  Slates  are  mostly  netires  of  the  conn- 
try.  The  foreign  seamen  in  our  service  enter 
freely.  They  come  voluntarily  among  ns.  We 
pay  them  Wages.  Would  you  seize  them  on  tbe 
wharves  or  in  the  streets  and  deliver  tbetb  up f 
Do  yon  recollect  the  case  of  Jonathan  Robbing 
which  excited  a  fermentation  in  this  country  al- 
most beyond  example?  Is  the  same  scene  to  be 
acted  over  again  t   Upon  this  principle  jron  mttf 
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«i  well  d«lirer  Dp  the  culiivaiors  of  your  soil,  who 
are  British  subjects.  Yon  have  many  British 
Euhjects  in  the  couniry  who  do  not  go  to  sea. 
Are  these  persons  to  be  delivered  up  to  Great 
Britain  io  exchange  for  your  fieameD?  I  trust 
not.  If  you  could  procure  the  release  of  your 
citizens  on  this  ground  it  shall  never  have  my 
support. 

What  is  the  propo.>itioQ  under  consideration  7 
A  DOD-imporiaiioQ  of  British  goodi  at  a  diatani 
day.  For  myself  and  my  friends,  who  are  in  fa- 
vour of  this  resolution,  I  may  say  thai  it  is  not 
our  wish  thai  it  should  go  into  effect  at  all;  we 
flatter  ourselves  that  before  the  period  arrives  at 
which  it  is  to  take  effect,  Great  Britain  will  do  us 
justice.  But  gentlemen  cry  out,  this  isa  war  mea- 
sure.    This  is  their  constant  argument.    But,  sir, 

regulation,  which  we  have  a  right  lo  pa«s,  and  of 
which  Great  Britain  cannot  jiiitly  complain. 
Great  Britain  herself  adopts  commercial  regula- 
tions, which  go  to  ioteraict  tbe  productions  of 
other  countries.  This  she  is  in  the  daily  habit  of 
doing — her  whole  commercial  system  is  a  system 
of  monopoly  and  exclusion.  Her  East  India  trade 
is  a  monopoly  ;  and  oiir  trade  to  her  West  India 
islands  is  carried  on  as  a  favor.  In  peace  she 
entirely  shuts  up,  and  in  war  opeus  partiallv  her 
ports  in  that  quarter.    We  do  not  quarrel  with  her 


n  this  ai 


)t  cry  0 


■are.  Look  at  her  navigation  act.  She  puts  the 
commerce  of  all  other  nations  'lA  chains.  She 
wants  to  engross  the  commerce  of  tbe  whole  civ- 
ilized world. 

ir  we  concede  this  principle  to  Gi-eat  Britain 
we  liiuti  make  a  like  eoncession  to  France^  who 
will  undoubtedly  capture  our  veuels  trading  to 
tbe  British  islands.  France  would  have  the  same 
right  to  do  it  that  Britain  has.  If  we  abandon  It, 
we  violate  our  neutrality,  by  giving  lo  one  of  tbe 
belligereiit  nations  a  right  not  possessed  by  her  at 
the  beainning  of  the  war. 

I  believe  these  unjust  aggressions  of  Britain 
have  arisen  from  a  spirit  of  commercial  rivalry, 
which  is  alarmed  at  our  great  aud  increasing  rev- 
enue. In  1790.  our  revenue  amounted  to  about 
two  millions— in  1796,  it  amounted  to  six  mil- 
lions— in  1804,  it  amounted  to  upwards  of  twelve 
millions;  and  for  the  last  year  it  may  be  esti- 
mated at  thirteet  millions.  Our  trade  has  in- 
creased beyond  all  calculation,  and  this  has  exci- 
ted the  jealousy  of  Britain.  We  have  seventy 
thousand  seamen,  and  a  million  tons  of  shipping. 
At  the  peace  of  1783,  ire  dtd  not  possess  over  two 
bandied  thousand  tons.  Our  exjiortG  and  imports 
>>tve  increased  in  an  equal  proportion.  In  the  last 
returns  they  are  slated  at  seventy-five  millions, 
Bnd  there  can  be  no  doubt  of  a  great  augmenta- 
tion for  the  present  year.  Great  Britain  makes 
these  aggre.'Aions  on  our  rights,  calculating  on  our 
divisions.  Let  ns  be  united  in  resisting  them,  and 
*e  shall  hear  no  more  of  her  injustice.  In  aop- 
Pt>rt  of  this  measure  I  will  endeavor  to  prove  that 
this  trade  is  carried  on  with  American  capital,  in 
<'Pposition  to  the  allegation  (hat  it  covers  enemies' 
property.    If  it  can  be  proved  to  be  Ameiican  pro- 


perty, I  suppose  gentlemen  will  be  willing  to  pro- 
tect it.  I  rely  on  the  documents  of  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury.  The  commercial  gentlemaa 
from  Maryland,  (Mr.  McCreervJ  has  proved  the 
trade  to  the  West  Indies  is  carriea  On  with  Amer- 
ican capital.  He  has  shown,  from  the  Treasury 
statements,  that  21,371,311  dollars  worth  of  pro- 
duce  of  the  West  Indies  has  come  to  this  country 
the  last  year,  and  that  an  equivalent  amount  wai 
senlfrom  this  country,  and  sold  in  the  West  Indies. 
The  calculation  is  sufficiently  correct.  I  have  ex- 
amined it.  The  estimate  is  made  upon  the  sales 
of  the  outward  cargoes,  and  upon  the  Tair  cost  of 
tbe  produce  in  thai  country.  The  documents  on 
your  table  prove  this,  aiid  to^  same  thing  may  be 
established  with  regard  to  tbe  trade  to  Europe. 
I  find  by  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Trea- 
sury, there  is  exported  to  France,  Spain,  Italy,  and 
Holland,  to  the  amount  of  $24,959,114  in  foreigo 
goods,  and  of  our  own  prodticlions  we  export  to 
those  countries  $12,183,000.  These  two  sums, 
added  together,  amount  lo  $36,442,114.  All  these 
coontries  are  enemies  or  Great  Britain,  The 
amount  orimportations  from  these  countries  isonly 
t35,475,000,  the  balance  being  about  (11,000,000 
in  our  favor.  It  follows  that  we  import  from 
these  countries  eleven  millions  less  than  we  export 
to  them.  There  is  also  the  amount  gained  on  the 
sales  in  Europe.  This  may  be  fairly  estimated  at 
four  or  five  millions  df  dollars.  What  becomes 
of  the  difierenceT  It  goes  to  England  inpayment 
of  her  balance  against  the  United  States,  amount- 
ing on  an  average  to  fourteen  millions ;  this  bal- 
ance exceeded  Tourteeii  millions  the  last  year. 
This  balance  is  made  up  by  remittances  from  the 
other belli|;erent  coQntries.  You  could  pay  Britain 
this  balance  in  no  other  wav.  Could  you  gel  tbe 
specie  in  sufficient  quantity  from  other  countries  or 
from  yonr  own  to  pay  this  immense  balance?  Vou 
coutd  not  do  it.  It  is  impossible.  It  is  remitted 
by  bills  of  exchange  from  Italy  frotii  Spain,  from 
Fraoee,andparticularlyHallana.  Andyet,strai]ge 
to  tell,  this  is  the  very  fund  upon  which  Great  Bri- 
tain iscootinually  making  depredations,  and  which 
some  gentlemen,  so  fond  of  the  trade  we  carry  on 
with  Britain,  areaoiioQs  to  destroy  by  withdtaw- 
ingall  protection  from  it. 

The  honorable  Speaker  Joes  bot  seem  to  know 
how  this  balance  stands.  He  cannot  depend  on 
the  information  he  receives  from  your  custom 
houses.  Buttbough  hemaynotrely  on  theaccu- 
racy  of  your  export  to  particular  countries,  as  a 
vessel  does  not  always  ^o  to  the  port  for  which 
she  clears,  he  may  implicitly  rely  on  the  slate  of 
the  imports ;  there  can  be  no  deception  in  the  im- 
ports, and  the  value  of  the  exports  cannot  be  ma- 
terially erroneous;  and  he  may  rest  satisfied  that 
if  Great  Britain  seizes  property  destined  to  bellig- 
'  nations,  yonr  merchants  will  be  unable  to 
er  the  balance  they  one  her.  But  it  is  said 
ot  understand  calculation;  and  the  gentle- 
man from  Virginia  (Mr.  RANDOt-Pu^  has  made  an 
allusion  to  a  debate  on  a  former  occasion,  but  which 
has  no  possible  bearing  on  the  present  question. 
On  that  occasion  I  said,  that  if  I  were  to  buy  three 
pet  centi.  1  iboolil  be  obliged  to  give  fot  them 
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more  iban  oae  half  their  DomiDal  imoant ;  but 
that  if  I  meiiDi  to  keep  them  I  would  not  choose 
to  give  more — and  I' say  so  siUI.  The  ooly  quet- 
tiOD,  however,  sir,  before  us  is,  whether  we  will 
JDterdicI  the  importation  of  British  goods  1  We  are 
not  Gxioi;  the  ralue  of  three  or  six  per  cent,  stocks. 
We  are  driven  to  the  necessity  of  taking  some 
measares  to  compel  Great  Bricaio  to  do  us  justice. 
Her  friends,  however,  do  not  wish  the  Don-impor- 
tatioD  measure  ever  to  go  into  operation;  they 
hope  that  Britain  will  do  us  justice,  rather  than 
■uomit  to  the  injuries  it  will  inflict  upon  her.  But 
if  she  will  not  release  out  sailors,  and  restore  or 
make  payment  for  our  ships,  Ido  wish  it  to  go  into 
operation,  and  to  coacinue  until  she  has  restored 
them.  The  luxury  of  a  woollen  blanket  is  not 
■uch  a.s  I  wish  to  enjoy  at  the  expense  of  the  rights 
and  honor  of  my  country.  The  gentleman  from 
Maryland  (Mr.  Nichoi^oh)  may  enjoy  it  if  be 
pleases,  and  he  has  told  you  he  does  not  wish  to 
teliuqui^h  a  luxury  of  that  nature.  But  I  would 
nther  submit  .to  be  clothed  in  a  bear  skin— rather 
than  submit  to  this  degradaiioo  I  would  agree  not 
to  wear  a  single  article  of  British  manufacture 
during  my  life.  Sir,  I  would  rather  go  naked.  I 
ask  pardon  of  the  Committee,  but  I  speak  the  bon- 
est  sentiments  of  my  heart. 

I  will  not  however  detain  the  Committee  with 
many  additional  remarks:  I  will  only  call  on  gen- 
tlemen  not  to  sacrifice  the  best  interests  of  com- 
merce,  by  giving  way  to  the  principle  which  Bri- 
tain has  assnmu.  In  sacrificing  them,  wUl  they 
not  at  the  same  time  sacrifice  tbe  interests  of  agri- 
culture? I  cannot  see  a  disiinction  between  them. 
Without  we  protect  commerce,  what  can  we  do 
with  our  surplus  productions?  But  because  we 
call  upon  you  to  protect  commerce,  are  we  to  be 
aligmatized  as  the  friends  of  a  fraudulent  trade? 
No ;  we  are  willing  to  let  those  who  cover  enemy's 
property  with  a  neutral  flag  take  care  of  them- 
selves. I  am  further  charged  with  a  wish  to  meet 
Great  Britain  in  war.  But,  sir,  I  have  no  such 
wish :  my  only  wish  is  to  obtain  an  honorable  com- 
pensation for  the  injuries  she  has  committed.  We 
are  charged  with  going  back  to  the  times  of  the 
Revolution,  and  comparing  the  temper  of  our  coun- 
try at  that  time  with  its  present  temper.  Sir,  I 
was  a  child  when  tbe  Revolutionary  war  com- 
menced— I  have  scarcely  a  recollection  of  the 
times  of  tbe  Revolution  ;  bat  would  such  language 
u  we  have  heard  on  this  occasion  been  then  tolera- 
ted T  That  a  gentleman  should  get  up  and  tell  us 
we  ought  to  succumb  to  Britain,  because  she  had 
SOOships  on  the  ocean,  is  astonishing  to  me.  lean- 
not  comprehend  its  tendency.  Such  sentimeois 
were  not  uttered  during  the  Revolution.  Then, 
with  a  population  of  two  and  a  half  millions,  we 
boldly  met  that  nation,  and  triumpbed  over  her 
arms;  and  if  necessary,  we  can  meet  her  again, 
01  any  other  nation  tbat  shall  treat  us  with  the 
tame  injustice.  Under  like  circumstances  I  would 
meet  France,  Spain,  or  England— I  would  meet 
them  all  collectively,  if  necessary,  and  I  ha?e  no 
doubt  we  would  be  a  match  for  them  all,  though 
for  saving  so  I  may  be  denominated  a  madman, 
I  would  hold  thia  language  if  1  belonged  to  one  of 


tbe  smallest  nations  of  the  earth — I  would  hold  it 
1  of  thejKtty  Republic  of  St,  M«- 
rigbts  invaded  I  would  fight  till  I 
could  ^ht  no  longer.  Do  you  want  to  damp  the 
ardor  of  the  American  people,  because  Great  Bri- 
tain and  France  are  powerful  nations,  and  the 
former  has  determined  to  annihilate  our  cota- 
mercel  Mr.  Chairman,  1  am  no  public  speaker, 
and  I  have  not  arranged  my  ideas,  or  clothed  tbeiD 
in  the  language  I  could  have  wished;  but  I  do 
say  we  have  reached  a  crisis  which  imperioiuly 
demands  the  adoption  of  measures  for  tne  main' 
tenance  of  our  commercial  risbts,  which  so  Ar 
from  impairing,  will  promote  the  interest  of  agri- 
culture. For,  sir,  they  are  inseparable ;  they  are 
twin-sisters— 'Children  of  one  birth,  of  the  same 
parents,  begotten  by  one  common  father — they 
must  live  or  die  together— you  cannot  separate 
them — by  sacrificing  the  one  you  sacrifice  the 
other.  More  than  this,  sir,  the  people  of  this  cano- 
Iry  will  not  submit  to  these  aggressions  on  their 
rights.  The  people  are  both  agricultural  and  com- 
mercial, and  they  know  that  the  fall  of  commerce 
will  be  soon  follow'ed  by  the  destruction  of  agri- 
culture. And  should  this  Congress  or  any  otlier 
abandoB  their  commercial  rights,  they  will  send 
other  men  to  represent  tbem,  Toey  ought  to  do 
it,  and  you  may  be  assured  they  will  do  it.  Hr. 
Chairman,  what  is  to  beeopie  of  the  sarplus  pro- 
ductions of  agriculture?  Shall  they  be  suffered 
to  rot  or  perish  in  your  warehouses  or  on  your 
plantations?  If  they  cannot  be  sold  abroad,  and 
the  returns  be  permitted  to  be  made  to  this  coun- 
try, and  afterwards  re-exported,  this  will  be  tbe 
case  with  a  large  part.  What  will  become  of  a 
oamber  of  persons  employed  in  atrricnllure?  Will 
yon  dispose  of  the  slaves  in  the  Southern  States? 
Gentlemen  will  not  consent  to  it  Tbea,  I  say, 
afford  a  reasonable  protection  to  commerce. 

Sir,  I  must  have  latigued  the  Committee — I  fear 
I  have  been  troublesome  at  this  taU  hour  of  the 
day— I  hope  I  will  be  pardoned.  Weak  and  feeble 
as  has  been  mj  defence,  and  the  support  I  have 
attempted  to  give  this  resolution,  I  have  done  what 
1  considered  a  duty,  and  I  trust  my  motives  will 
not  be  called  in  question.  1  shall  not  trouble  the 
Committee  any  further  on  this  subject. 

[It  being  the  usual  hour  of  adjournment,  Mr. 
Shilie  moved  that  the  Committee  should  rise,  and 


the  proposition  of  the  gentleman  fj 
Maryland.    The  Committee  then  rose,  and  the 
House  adjourned.] 


Thdrsdat,  March  13. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  ameitd- 
ments  proposed  by  the  Senate  to  the  hill,  entitled 
"An  act  for  establishing  rules  and  articles  for  the 
government  of  tbe  armies  of  the  United  Statea:" 
Whereupon, 

Ordered.  Tbat  the  said  amendments,  together 
with  the  bill,  be  referred  to  Mr.  Vahnok,  Mr.  Sail- 
LT,  Mr.  Ebn&n,  Mr.  Covinoton,  Hr.  Esllt, 
Mr.  GooowTN,  and  Mr.  TiULtt^oax, 

A  tnessage  fron  the  Senate  informed  the  Hoiue 
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that  the  Senate  have  appointed  a  comtnittee,  on 
their  part,  to  join  with  iuch  committee  as  the 
House  of  Repreaenlatives  majr  appoint,  to  con- 
sider and  report  what  business  \a  necessary  to  be 
done  by  Congress,  in  the  present  seasioD. 

On  a  motion  made  and  seconded  that  the  Hotiae 
do  come  lo  the  foUoving  resolution: 

Suohtd,  That  Major  Geneial  Arthur  St.  Clair  be 
heard  at  the  bar  of  the  Hoiua  in  lupport  of  hi«  claim. 

Ordered,  That  the  said,  resolution  do  lie  on  the 
Ubie. 

On  taoiion,  i^was 

Remdvtd,  That  the  Secretary  ot  the  Treasury 
be  directed  to  lav  before  this  House  the  names  of 
the  penons  in  whose  ta.vot  bilU  lure  been  drawn 
on  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States,  by  the 
Miniiters  of  the  United  Slates  near  the  Govern- 
ment of  France,  under  the  stipulatiooa  of  (he  Con- 
TentioD  between  the  United  Slates  and  France, 
concluded, at  Paris,  on  tbe  thirtieth  of  April,  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  three,  specifyiag  as 
br  as  ppssiDle,  the  nmouot  and  nature  of  each 
psrticuMr  claim  for  which  bills  were  so  drawn. 


Oqq 


}n,  it  n 


Seaolved  That  thePostmaster  General  bedirect- 
ed  lo  lay  before  this  House  a  lisi  of  Ihe  names  of 
the  persons  who  have  made  contracts  for  carrying 
the  mail  of  the  United  States,  since  the  last  day 
of  December,  one  thousand  eijfht  hnndred  and 
ibuT,  specifying  the  terms  and  auiation  of  each 
coQtracl,  respectively. 

IMPORTATIONS  PROM  GREAT  BRITAIN. 

Tbe  House  asain  resolved  itself  into  Commit- 
Me  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union—Mr. 
Gbbao's  resolution  siiU  under  consideraiioa. 

Mr.  Lbib. — From  the  course  which  has  been 
pnnued  for  several  dav>.  I  am  induced  to  move 
tkal  the  Committee  ot  tne  Whole-on  the  slate  of 
the  Union  be  discharged  from  the  further  ooniid- 
eration  of  this  resolution,  and  that  of  ihe  gentle- 
man from  New  Jersey.  Without  entering  into 
Ike  merits  of  the  resolution,  I  will  confine  myself 
to  ctating  the  reasons  on  which  I  make  this  mo- 
tion. I  did  expect,  when  this  stritject  first  eame 
voder  diacuseioD,  to  have  heard  somethioc  re- 
specting its  merits ;  thai  a  comparison  would  nave 
been  drawn  between  the  advantages  aod  disad- 
Tmntages  likely  to  ensue  to  the  Dniud  SUMs  from 
its  adaption,  mstead  of  which  1  found  my  col- 
league sailing  roond  the  coast  without  examining 
it*  tendency  or  beating.  He  told  us  it  was  pacific, 
&ad,  in  tbe  same  breatb^said  it  struck  a  dagger 
into  the  vitals  of  Great  Britain.  If,  Mr.  Speaker, 
I  were  lo  strike  a  dagger  at  you,  would  you  not 
consider  it  a  hostile  actl  And  yet  this  measure 
is  said  to  be  pacific,  and  it  is  represented  as  having 
BO  tendency  to  war.  When  ibis  measure  was 
first  proposed,  1  was  in  favoi  of  it ;  I  was  impelled 
by  my  faeliogs  against  Great  Britain,  whose  inju- 
nei  I  sensibly  felt.  But  I  have  since  listened  to 
the  arguments  adduced  in  its  favor  by  my  col- 
leagues. What  are  they  7  Did  they  speak  of  its 
profits  and  loss ;  did  they  show  thai  it  would  be 
advantageous  to  this  country  1    Instead  of  this 


ihey  talked  of  national  honor.    But,  on  this  sub- 
ject,  I  agree  with  the  poet : 

"  Act  well  your  part,  there  all  the  baniX'  lies." 

I  am  BOt  disposed  ta  be  a  duellist  for  national 
honor.  I  am  disposed  lo  view  this  as  a  question 
of  profit  and  loss ;  and  if  the  loss  will  be  greater 
than  the  gain,  to  reject  it ;  and  it  is  because  I 
think  that  the  United  Stntes  will  incur  more  loss 
than  profit  bv  it.  ihat  I  wish  to  get  rid  of  it  I 
believe  it  will  have  a  warlike  aspect,  and  there- 
fore I  am  aninst  it.  I  have  no  idea  of  fightii^ 
all  the  worM.  I  hope,  from  tbe  coarse  which  this 
discussion  has  taken,  and  from  the  coDvictioa 
which  it  has  produced  of  ihe  inability  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  lo  carry  this  measure  into  efiect,  that 
we  will  enter  on  the  discnasion  o€  some  other 
measttre  more  likely  to  be  effectual.  lam  willing 
to^get  rid  of  this  resola lion  in  the  easiest  wmy,and 
I  therefore  move  yon  to  discharge  the  Committee 
from  its  further  coasidenlion. 

Mr.  Alston. — The  genileiaao  bottoms  his  mo- 
lion  on  theidea  that  this  is  the  most  ready  way 
lo  get  rid  of  the  resolution ;  but,  on  this  motion, 
ibe  anhject  remains  as  much  before  you  as  if  tbe 
discussion  were  on  the  leaolntion.  If,  however, 
we  are  permitted  logo  into  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  we  may  there  Mfnse  to  take  it  np  withoot 
any  diseasaion,  and  we  may  then  take  up  any 
other  resolution. 

Mr.  Leib.— There  is  no  doabt  the  gentleman 
thinks  his  path  Ihe  slraightesl,  and  bia  concep- 
tions the  most  luminous.  I  do  not  like,  however, 
this  resolution  remuaing  on  the  table;  as  it  will 
still  remain  iu  the  power  of  the  Committee  to 
call  il  up. 

Mr.  SHII.IE.— Whether  tbe  course  recommend- 
ed by  my  colleague  be  the  best,  the  House  wilt 
judge;  but  he  has  asvigoed  a  curious  reason  for 
11.  I  think  he  said,  at  first  he  was  in  favor  of  the 
resolution. 

Mr.  Lbib  explained,  by  observing  that  be  had 
said  his  impteaaion  al  firat  was  in  bvor  of  the 
resoluiieo. 

Mr.  BHiuB.—That  was  just  wliat  I  stated. 
The  gentlemen  expected,  it  seeoM,  also,  to  have 
heard  wonders,  which  he  baa  not  henrd.  It  U 
possible  that  toal  gentleman's  mind  may  lak«  « 
higher  tone  than  mine ;  and  he  may.  have  ezpeot- 
ed  a  superior  discussion  to  that  whieh  thissufajeet 
has  received ;  but  1  am  aol  ashamed  to  say  that  I 
have  reeeived  light  fron  this  dtaaussion.  I  think, 
indeed,  the  question  has  been  pretty  well  examin- 
ed. I  have,  in  this  busiueso,  wished  for  peace—;! 
have  labored  for  il — and  ihoagh  1  approve  Ibis 
reaolnliOB  above  any  other,  1  am  willing  lo  part 
from  it  to  meet  those  of  mj  brethren,  whose  sin- 
cere wish  it  is  lo  do  aomething.  I  know  it  is  beat 
to  do  something  that  shall  appear  to  be  the 
sense  of  tbe  uation.  I  am  witling,  therefore^  (o 
meet  on  middle  ground.  I  have  another  objec- 
tion to  the  eourse  recommended  by  my  colleague. 
Some  gentlemen  cannot  be  satisfied  without  en- 
joying a  triumph.  I  should  be  willing  to  indulge 
them  in  these  feelines  if  I  thought  tbey  deswved 
uinli  they  do.    If  (hey  wish 


one,  but  I  do  not  t 


BISTORT  OP  CONC^lSaB. 


7-64 


irR. 


Nba-lmpotiation  of  Goodtjrom  Grtat  Britain. 


Mabcb,  L80S. 


pace  pruerred,  aod  an  desirouc  of  Mrviog  (heir 
GouDtry,  they  will  depreoatfl  the  efiects  of  a  mea- 
sure which  oiar  disiress  and  divide  us. 

Mr.  EiRLT.— I  rejoice  thai  this  motion  ii  made, 
m»  I  bad,  id  iroib,  iateoded  to  make  it  myielf.  It 
-  vill  be  recollected  that,  when  in  CooHiiJtieeof  the 
Whole,  I  made  a  moiion  to  pave  the  way  foraiib- 
tniuing  10  the  HctUEe  ihii  motioo,  in  part,  which' 
I  inteDded  to  make,  a*  it  embraces  both  tlie  rew>- 
lulioMof  the  KealleoMn  frooi  PepDBylrania  aod 
New  Jaraey.  I  coaaider  the  two  retolutiQiu  a*  of 
aheaame  frnmily.  It  vmA  be  apparoit  10  erery 
member  of  the  House  that  the  subject  ia  ex battst- 
cd,  ao  mneb  ao  that  yeitcrday  we  were  eniaruin- 
ad  for  oeverai  boon  with  aniwers  made  to  the 
Mgumenti  of  gratlemeD  who  iolended  to  vote  ob 
the  aa«M  aide.  Oentlemen  declare  ibemaeitea  ta 
iaror  (rf  an  ooeommodation,  who, 'though  they 
•aniiM  Tote  for  ihb  meaaurB,  are  willing  to  adopt 
aoana  otbtr.  It  waa  in  tbii  spirit  that  I  made  a 
motion  yesterday,  And  it  is  in  the  same  spirit  that 
I  am  in  laror  of  the  ooorae  now  proposed.  Let 
ns,  then,  take  ibia  bnsioeu  out  of  the  powur  of 
the  Committee,  and  place  it  under  the  control  of 
the  House,  who  may  make  such  di^nsition  ef  it 
as  they  may  tbiak  proper.  1  do  oot  feel  particn- 
Wly  anxious  as  to  the  eourse  which  shall  then  be 
puraiMd.  If  any  ffeoileman  will  then  move  to 
postpone  the  rssolutioa  to  a  day  aeriain,  I  will 
Tote  for  it. 

Ur.  Smius  oOBaideHd  theeonrae  reDommend- 
•d  by  the  guntlemao  from  North  Caralins,  (Mr. 
AuTOH,)  most  correct  Wban  in  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  w«  may  agree  not  to  consider  the  rea- 
«lulion,  and  lo  oonaider  soine  other,  The  ceiolu- 
tioa  under  consideration  may,  in  the  meaaiime, 
nmain  bafore  the  Conmittee,  Mbjcot  'to  being 
aued  upon  at  any  flitwa  period,  ahoold  we  agiee 
M  no  otQer. 

Afa.  a.  W.  GumBu--'[  TmI  a  little  surprised 
at  the  sentiment  expressed  hy  the  genikmaa  tiaxa 
Georgia,  as  I,  did  naderstand  him  yeal^rday,  as 
baviog  expressed  himself  williDg  to  adopt  the 
coarse  pointed  out  by  the  gentleman  from  North 
CaMliat.  ldol>elie*e  tl»t  aouua  aaost  pt^»er, 
and  I  do  not  see  any  leason  for  a  diSereat  course. 


-I  can  see  bo  use  in  this,  anleis  to  give  gentlemen 
the  appcaraace  of  ft  irinBiph.  Thougfa  I  belieTe 
there  is  a  decided  majority  at  Reseat  against  the 
-adoption  of  eithR  the  sesolutioa  t^end   by  the 

KntlemaD  from  PcDnaylvaaia,  or  that  o&red  by 
t  geitUman  from  New  Jersey,  I  do  not  know 
wfaMhera  week  heaoa  there  may  »ot  be  a  majoriiy 
cO'farorofoneof  them,  ia  consequeaceof  teoei*' 
jog  further  taformatioti.  Under  tbis  impressioii,  I 
hope  ihe  reaolntioDs  will  be  permkiad  to  lie  on 
the  table. 

Mr.  J.  RsjcDOLPR. — I  do  not  know,  Mr.  Chair- 
xaftD,  that  I  understand  the  qutafion,  odIcse  the 
geBtleman  from  PeBasylvania  and  his  friends  are 
willing  that  their  favorite  measare  ahoald  be 
atrangled  ia  the  dark,  from  an  anwilliagneu  that 
it  shMild  tttffer  a  political  deatb.  Tha  two  g«n- 
tiemao  from  Paaiiaflfania  have  produced  between 


them  a  bantling,  and  have  offered  it  to  the  Hoasc. 
We  do  not  like  it,  and  they  are  for  forcing  it. upon, 
us.  We  revolt  at  this,  and  what  do  tbeyaajr? 
They  allow  they  cannot  carry  it;  but  say  ibat,ta 
discbarge  the  Comniittee  of  the  Whole  from  its 
further  considetKtion,  will  be  to  cover  certain  oer- 
SODS  with  political  disgrace.  They  are,  therefore, 
for  going  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  and 
-when  they  ijet  in  Committee,  refusing  them  leave 
ip  act  upon  It.  Is  this  parliamentary  1  Is  it  reg' 
nlar  for  a  Commlttes  to  refine  to  decide  on  the 
buainess  submitted  lo  them  by  the  House  1  Let 
us  either  adont  or  reject  the  resolution,'  ot  die- 
charge  the  ComjnittBe  of  the  Whole  from  ita 
further  consideration.  For  what  purpose  was  it 
referred  lo  a  Commilleel  For  the  purpose  of 
not  being  acted  on?  For  the  purpose  of  onr 
going  into  Committee  and  then  refusing  lo  act 
upon  it  7  Will  gentlemen  refuse  to  diiicharge  the 
Committee  from  the  very  resotoijan  tbejr  do  not 
mean  to  set  on  T  I  do  not  understand  this.  It  ia 
beyond  my  depth.  Qeollemen  should  have  pon- 
dered well  before  thry  brought  forward  this  meas- 
ure. They  should  have  felt  for  the  xupport  oa 
which  to  rest  it  j  and  if  they  are  ashamed  of  now 
frying  this  support,  they  should  withdraw  their 
resolution.  They  ask  loo  much  when  they  com- 
plain of  the  course  we  propose  to  pursue.  Should 
the  Tesolution  continue  ID  ita  present  slate,  it  is 
liable  to  be  called  up  at  any-hour,  when  there 
maybe  a  thin  House,  and  after  gentlemen  aay 
Ihey  do  not  mean  to  act  upon  It.  If  the  House  do 
go  iDto  Commuiee,  I  hoge  the  resolution  will  be 
acted  OD,  and  discussed — for  though  gentlemen 
have  saia  thesubjcei  is  exhausted,  I  do  not  believe 
it  is  exhausted,  ihougb  the^  may  be. 

Mr.  CoHB«i>  said,  bis  wish  was  to  onliivate  har- 
mony. He  wished  tniawastheseBtimentof  every 
member — he  hoped  it  was.  If  those  who  were 
fortakincstrongergroand,  were  wilting  to  accma- 
modate,  he  hoped  Ihey  would  be  met  in  a  apititof 
amity— he  hoped  ihere  would  be  a  strong  vote  ia 
favor  of  the  mMsurea  adapted  to  convince  tUa 
people  and  tbe  world  waara  not  so  timid  as  save 
gentleaaeD  seemed  to  imagine.  He  was  in  favor 
of  the  course  painted  outhy  the geotleman. fowt 
North  Carolina. 

MrlBTAHTOH. — Ur.Chairtnsn,theres(dnti0D<Hi 
your  table  iS'  conaideredj  by  the  eaeaMcn  of  it,  a 
war  measure.  Is  it  possible  that  men  of  iafofm- 
atioB  or  eoramon  leaae  ^ould  view  it  asa hostile 
meatarel  I  disavow  thatopiaion.  Tbe  ideals 
obimerical.  Iiis,ia  fisc[,a  commersialmeature; 
the  regslation  of  which  xt.  vented  in  CoBKreaa  by 
tbe  Coasiitntion.  But,  we  wte  told,  it  wifl  lead  to 
war.  Such  a  eoostroction  might  Im  pui  on  oBr 
revenue  lawf ,  and  many  other  of  our  other  public 
acts.  Such  inferences  are  whimalcat.  Sir,  the 
honorable  member  from  Virginia  tells  the  Houn, 
we  have  a  n^goiialton  pending  with  Great  Brit- 
ain, and  we  onght  to  wait  the  resalt.  I  ask  bow 
long — seven  years — unijl  our  commerce  is  aani- 
hilaled,  and  three  thousand  more  of  CFur  ciiix«i8 
impressed  into  tbe  service  of  Qreat  Briiain  J  The 
Btecntive  haa  repeatedly  reraoaslraled,  but  to  no 
parpoat.    Tbe  gepilamaa  baa  camntenced  a  yvA- 
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nvieer  apdoi^t  for  that  oDpciacipltd  GoT«rD- 
ueal,  Bod  t«li  lb«  HoBte  we  tried  negoijaiioo 
vilh  Spain,  and  failed— at  tbe  ume  time  arert 
Ihete  is  DO  Spain — it  is  France  and  Bouaparie, 
andTalleyrBDd:  (hey  have  ballied  Spain  out  of 
ier  existence.  He  proceeds,  and  asks  the  House 
this  quetltoD — can  you  expect  Qreal  Britain  will 
respect  oar  neutral  flag  at  ihe  expense  of  her  rx- 
itience — ii  she  ootSiibtiDgfor  her  lire?  aod  telU 
W  ibat  the  eonibised  aeeii  of  Holland,  PniDce, 
•nd  Spain,  aie  bo  more,  aad  that  Qreal  Briuin 
bu  «ifbt  buadred  siupt-^f-ihe-linc,  includiag 
Mh«T  MMtller  vesaelt  of  war;  and  ftuuia  ia  the 
•eeond  Power  of  eoDtii)eittBl£urc>pe,  with  Ikalfa 
anilUoB  of  hardf  troop»— whli  auiy  sail  of-tbe- 
Uae  aad  thirty  uulliapi  of  •nbiects  ;  a  territorj' 
'HOTeexieii«iTetkaDMM-own;l)iat  sbe  it  a  siore- 
kottaefortbe  BritMi  EM*y,  and  BolemDly  warns 
US  before  w«  enter  iato  a  eouteet  ptiblic  or  prirate, 
be  sure  yon  hare  fortitude  enoogb  to  go  through 
with  it — if'yoa  mean  war,  saf  so,  nod  prepare 
for  it.  Behold  the  disrespect  in  which  Fraoce 
holds  neutral  rights  on  land !  as  though  we  were 
hoDod  <o  lamely  submit  to  the  unprovoked  in- 
suits  of  Qreat  Britain,  because  France  is  playiof 
the  same  game  on  tbe  contineat  of  Europe—for 
he  smoothly  slides  orer  the  uefarious  eooduet  of 
Great  Britain^  to  the  impresstnent  of  oar  citizens, 
md  dwells  with  apparcat  delight  on  tbe  oranipo- 
tence  af  Ifae  British  uary.  I  am  at  a  lots  to  ae- 
eouDl  for  this  miraculous  coitrersion  of  the  gen* 
tlemaa  to  the  British  interest.  lam  ready  to  say, 
with  astonishment,  oh!  how  is  the  mighty  falleni 
how  is  the  fine  gold  become  dim.  tell  ii  not  in  the 
streets  of  Askelon.  lest  the  tyrants  of  Europe  and 
the  aristocrats  of  New  Bogland  rej^oice !  Pardon, 
■ir,  the  digression.  Hebasinjudioiouslyattacked 
the  official  inrulneteble  character  of  the  Elsecu- 
(ire  and  Head  of  OenvtiBent.  I  have  quoted  a 
■lime  at  two  from  ibe  bast  of  books.  Sir,  it  is  to  be 
iki>lw«d,  that  a  mao  of  brilliant  ulents,aBd  great 
■witafaauld,  twhispaiguot  irony,  bafeiocreascd 
tkeoBBiber  of  his  Bppsoeats;  but,  whyahonld  I 
wander  ?  That  ma  the  case  with  the  eelebaled 
fraBch  ontor.MiratMMiiwhMepredominMttpw- 
eiea  ■n4  isMtiaUa  ibiiat  for  pre-cmioenee  kd 
bim  into  D«meroM  errors  and  ineoneisteDetce ; 
%M  to  this  tbe  gentteman's  fondness  for  Cabinei 
rank  and  Utopiao  glory.  Bui,  notwithstanding 
this  derdieiiun  from  the  principles  of  the  Amen- 
caa  Revolution,  1  hope  he  will  not  long  continue 
enveloped  in  ibe  fog  of  aristocracy,  but  reasanjne 
his  I'oimer  hQnotaDle  and  useful  station.  Mr. 
Speaker,  is  it  not  a  great  misfortune  that  a  gen- 
tleman of  superior  talents  and  elegance  should 
■peakday  after  day  without  making  a  siogle  con- 
vert M  disciple  1  The  gentleman  now  flatters 
Jiimsclf  that  tKa  fTiea.ds  of  ibe  resolution  willabon 
^oi)  it ;  awl  be  affirms  that  tbey  are  ashamed  of 
it,  and  desfiair  of  its  adoption.  Let  that  be  as  it 
OMy,  I  can  aasnre  the  honarable  member  I  am  not 
•abanKd  of  it,  aad  wish  to  occnpy  higher  grounil 
•nd  strai>gvr  measures — even  a  non-intercourse 
with  Qreai  Britain — unless  she  will  disconiiBue 
her  piraiieal  measures  against  ns,  by  a  restoration 
«f  property  and  a  liheraiion  of  Ameiicaa  eiticeiu. 


A  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania,  on  my  rigbt, 
who  is  in  ooisOB  with  the  gentleman  from  Vir- 
ginia, leil*  you  the  citizrns  are  destitute  of  iorU- 
lude  sufficient  to  abstain  from  tbe  use  of  many  of 
the  articles  eontained  m  (he  resolution  on  y<Mr 
table— particularly  coarn  woollen  cloths — the 
people  are  so  attached  to  them  by  habit,  sir,  if 
ibcy  were  given  to  the  laborer  they  would  come 
dear  by  peT>*(r  '^^^  tailor's  biU  for  making  thein 
up;  a  seven- knot  breexe  of  wind  would  blow  out 
the  filling,  and  leave  hot  little  remaiBiag. 

Sir,  tbe  peeplc  of  New  Bnglaad  al  the  oob- 
menoemeni  of  the  Kevolationary  war  with  OiMt 
Britain,  and  previous  to  an  opca  repiare,  posstos- 
ed  fortitude  suffioieni  to  totally  abaiain  from  the 
one  of  British  mannbetvuea  for  yeara,Bitd  tbe 
ladies  voluntarily  discontinued  the  use  of  their 
favorite,  delicious  India  shrab,  in  otder  to  obtain 
liheriyand  independenoa.  The  gentle maa's  age 
does  not  permit  him  to  remember  these  DoUeaota 
of  patriotism,  which  ore  fresh  in  my  reeeUeetioD. 

Sir,  the  honorable  membes  from  Virsiaia  is 
fnlly  pr^ored  to  go  to  war  with  all  the  Powera 
of  Borope,  eicept  Qrent  Briuin.  As  for  SpaiiL 
who  ha  wishes  to  fight,  she  is  annihilaied,  aaa 
cannot  be  found ;  she  has  sunk  ander  the  wing  of 
Talleyrand.  1  presume  the  gentleman  will  pos- 
sess prudenoe  enough  am  to  risk  himself  nn  the 
watery  element,  nor  Bear  the  seaobotc,  Uat  the 
voracious  shark  sbonld  attack  him,  and  deprive 
him  of  his  probosoi*.  ThegentkraaagaDn'ouriT 
continiMs  {o  gire  you  wholesome  ad vicsL  <3et  rid 
ofyour  national  debl ;  it  isadead  weight,  that 
ornmps  your  tneasurea — I  am  free  to  coBiess,tbia 
is  tbe  hestpartoThkB  harangue,  and  the  only  part 
that  has  weight  in  it— end  iben,  he  says,  you  may 
bid  defioDoe  to  all  the  world.  Sir,  this  is  oom^ae- 
beasive  and  strong  langiu^;  il  puis  roe  in  miad 
of  the  young  man  who  expressed  a  wish  to  his 
falher,  that  all  tbe  people  ia  the  werU  were  dead, 
except  btouelf  and  nis  brother  Joaatban ;  Sot  then, 
he  said,  they  would  ha*  aad  tell  land  and  get 
money  like  all  the  votla. 

When  a  nation  is  iosuUed,  as  we  are,  the  stale 
doctrine  ol  poosive  obedienae  and  noa-f«siatanee 
ill  becomes  ao  iDdepeiidenl  nation,  much  less  the 
American  ct^raoter.  Sttcb  pusillanimous  con- 
duct will  not  obtain  redress.  Mr.  Chairman,  when 
I  take  a  retrospective  view  of  the  nefarious  con- 
d(iei  of  the  British  Governmeot  toward  the  Uni- 
ted States,  and  consult  my  feelings,  my  very  soul 
isfired  with  just  iodigBaiion  at  tbe  unrrovoked 
insults  offered  the  American  flag,  and  the  pirati- 
cal and  sysiematioal  plundering  systevi  adofited 
by  the  Oovernment  of  Great  Britaia  against 
neutral  rights.  I  am  almost  as  anxious  to  mA* 
war  against  QraatBriuin  as  the  honorable  mcoi- 
berfrom  Virginiaislo  make  waragainst  Spaia,if 
she  was  lo  ne  found.  Bui.  sir,  in  cooler  momeals 
of  serious  reflection,  the  little  judgmeoi  1  posssss 
dictates  to  me  to  avoid  war,  as  one  of  tbe  wont 
eriisthatcan  ordoesafflioiapeopte.  Theaalani* 
ties iiweparable  from  waraceincalculable.  Under 
(his  view  of  the  subject,  I  am  inditoad  to  hdieee 
that  the  interest  of  rovcoootry,and  the  happiness 
of  the  Slate  I  have  the  hotter  lo  rapteseat,  will 
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not  permic  me  lo  iodalge  my  Tesenlment ;  being 
|)ersuaded  tbat  nations,  as  well  ai  indiriduals,  ate 
gorerned  by  Iniereat,  I  am  led  to  hope  ibat  the 
measure*  cootemplated  in  the  resolution  on  yoar 
table  will  have  a  favorable  ^eet  on  out  oegolia- 
tions  DOW  pendins  with  Great  Britain.  I  sball 
(ire  my  rote  in  favor  of  the  resoluiioa. 

Mr.  OBBoa  »aid,  he  did  doi  feel  in  the  least  htui 
by  the  motion  made  by  the  gentleman  from  Geor- 
gia. When  he  had  laid  the  resolutioa  on  the  table, 
bis  wish  was  that  it  might  receive  a  fair  discos- 
rioQ  ;  and  he  bad  undernken  to  assign  bis  reasons 
in  favor  of  it.  He  should  consider  a  dtsch&rge  of 
the  Committee  of  the  Whole  as  equivalent  to  a 
lejectioQ  of  the  resolution.  He  should  not  con- 
aider  the  friends  of  the  measare  involved  in  dis- 
grace if  this  motion  should  prevail.  They  bad 
dene  their  duty,  and  he  did  not  think  there  was 
any  disgrace  in  being  in  a  minority.  Tbe  world, 
the  nation,  would  judge  whfther  tbeir  decision 
vos  right  or  wrong.  He  felt  perfectly  satisfied 
that  the  resolation  ne  had  proposed  was  the  most 
proper,  and  ought  to  be  adooted.  Entertaining 
these  ideas  bis  conKcience  tola  him  to  vole  for  it, 
and  he  was  ready  to  discharge  thai  sacred  duty. 

Mr.  FiNDLBT  obterved,  that  when  a  re*(Jution 
on  a  similar  subject  was  before  tbe  third  Con - 
greea,  which  was  eomidered  as  occupying  too  high 
ground,  ii  was  disposed  of  by  being  ordered  to  lie 
on  the  table.  He  thought  this  was  the  course 
vhieh  engbl  to  be  pursued  in  the  presentcase. 

Mr.  Bl icK LG DO e.-^ Although  I  am  opposed  to 
the  resoluticm  of  the  gentleman  from  Peansylva- 
nia,  under  the  belief  that  it  will  be  more  injurious 
to  us  than  others,  yet,  when  I  see  the  friends  of 
this  measure  willing  to  unite  with  those  who  are 
for  milder  measures,  I  am  of  opinion  tbatweou||ht 
to  meet  them.  In  this  staee  of  a  discussion,  in- 
volving the  fiht  interests  of  the  nation,  shall  we 
be  disunited  bv  an  altercation  as  to  the  mode  of 
proceeding,  when  we  a^c  in  the  substance  1  For 
this  reason,  and  believing  it  of  importance  tbat 
the  measures  which  we  may  take  may  be  adopted 
by  a  strong  vote,  I  am  agaiiMt  discharging  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole  from  this  resolution. 

Tbe  yeas  and  nays  were  then  taken  on  disebarg: 
ing  the  Committee  of  (be  Whole  from  tbe  farther 
consideration  of  Mr.  Oreoo's  resolution,  and 
were— yeas  S4,  nays  101,  as  follows : 

yii»— Bniwell  Bsssett,  John  Campbell,  Lsri 
»ey,  Christopher  Clark,  Joseph  Clay,  Eliw  Eatte,  Fetsi 
Buly,  John  W.  Bpp«s,  June*  M.  Qamett,  Ohaiie* 
Gol^ilKiroagh,  Peterwin  Ooodwyn,  Edwin  Gray,  David 
Holmes,  Walter  Jones,  Michael  Leib,  Joseph  Lewis,  jr., 
Josiah  Masters,  Joseph  H.  Nlcheban,  John  Randolph, 
Tbomas  Sandibrd,  Thomas  Spalding,  Philip  K.  Thomp- 
son, Diniel  C.  Veiplsnck,  and  David  R.  WiUtain*. 

NiTB — Willis  Alston,  jnn.,  Isaac  Anderson,  David 
Bard,  Joseph  Barker,  GeorKC  M.  Bedingsr,  Silas  Bet- 
ton,  Barnabas  Bidwell,  Phanoel  Bishop,  William 
IHscbledge,  John  Blake,  jnnioT,Tbsmt*  BtaaDt,Ja)iie* 
M.  Bronn,  Robsrt  Brown,  John  B<nrle,  George  W. 
Campbdl,  Ji^  Chandler,  Martin  ChitUnden,  Jcdm 
OUtbome,  Matttiew  Clay,  GtMge  Clinton,  jun.,  Fnd- 
•riA  Couad,  Orchard  Cook,  Leonard  Covington,  Ja- 
cob Ciawnuudiicld,  Richaid  Cntts,  Samnol  W.  Dana, 


Bus  Darby,  John  Daveoport,  jniuoi,  John  Dawaon, 
Junes  Elliot,  Caleb  EUia,  Ebenemr  Elmer,  William 
£lj,  WiUiam  Findlej,  Jsmei  Fisk,  John  Fowler,  An- 
drew Gregg.  laniah  L.  Green,  Silss  Hslsey,  Joba  Han- 
iltan,  Selh  HutingB,  William  Uelma,  David  Hough, 
John  G.  Jackson,  James  Kelly,  Tbomss  Kenan,  N»- 
hemiah  Knight,  Duncan  MscFailand,  Patrick  Magrn- 
der,  Robert  Marion,  WUliam  McCreery,  Niehcrfaa  K. 
Moore,  Tbbmas  Moore,  Jeremiah  Morrow,  JonaAan 
O.  Moselv,  Gurdon  8.  Munford,  Jeremiah  Nelson, 
Thomas  Newton,  jnn.,  Gideon  Olin,  Timothy  Pitkin, 
Jan.,  John  Pugh,  Josiah  Qnin^,  Thomas  M.  Randolph, 
John  Rea  of  Penn^lvaiua,  John  Bhea  ofTeansssae, 
Jamb  Richards,  John  RosseD,  Peter  Sait^,  Tbnmaa 
Sammons,  Martin  O.  Sdraneman,  Ebsneser  Soavisr, 
James  Hoan,  Jabu  Smilia,  John  Cotton  Smilk,  John 
Smith,  Samuel  Smith,  Henry  Southard,  Rieluad  Stan- 
ford, Joae)^  Stanton,  Wdliam  Stednan,  Lewis  B.  Star- 
gea,  Samnsl  Taggait,  Benjamin  Taltmadge,  Samnel 
Tenney,  David  Thomaa,  Thomas  W.  ThMnpwN),  Uii 
Tracy,  PbiUp  Van  Cortlandt,  KUUsn  K.  Van  Ksnsss 
taer,  Joseph  B.  Vainooi,  Peleg  Wadaworth,  Matthsw 
Walton,  John  Wbilehiil,  Robert  Whilehill,  Eli[4iaM 
Wickes.  Marmaduke  Williams,  Nathan  Williams, 
Alexander  Wilson,  Richard  Winn,  Josepn  Winston, 
and  Tbomai  Wynn*. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  discharging 
tbe  Committee  from  Mr.  Sloan's  resolution,  bj 
yeas  and  nays — yeas  2G,  nays  9S,  as  follows : 

BurwsU  Baasatt,  Jofan  CampbaU,  Levi  Caatj, 

er  Clark,  Joseph  Clay,  Matthew  Clay,  EtiM 

Earle,  Petei  Early,  John  W.  Eppes,  James  M.  Gar- 
nett,  Charles  Golaborougb,  Petemiu  Goodwyn,  Edwin 
Gray,  David  Hohnes,  Walter  Jones,  Michael  Leib, 
Joseph  Lewis,  jr.,  Joaiah  Mutert,  Joseph  H.  Nichol- 
son, John  Randolph.  Thomas  Sandford,  John  Smith, 
Thomas  Spalding,  Phibp  R,  Thompson,  Daniel  C. 
Venilanck,  and  David  R.  WiUioma, 

Nirs — Willis  Alslon,  jun,  Isaac  Andenon,  David 
Bard,  Joseph  Barker,  George  H.  Bedinger,  Uila*  Bet* 
ton,  Barnabas  Bidwell,  William  Blackledge,  John 
Blake,  junior,  Thomaa  Blonnt,  James  M.  Broom,  Kob- 
ert  Brown,  John  Boyle,  George  W.  Campbefl,  John 
Chandler,  Martin  Chittendsn,  John  ClaibOTM,  Oeott* 
Clinton,  jnn.,  Frederick  Conrad.  Orchard  Co(A,  Leon- 
ard Covington,  Jseob  Ciamunshiald,  Bichard  Cvtla, 
Samuel  W.  Dana,  Eira  Daiby,  John  Davenport,  jr- 
John  Dawson,  James  Elliot,  Calsb  BUia,.E' 


,      _  SilsaUalMV, 

John  Hamilton,  Beth  Hastings,  David  Hough,  John 
G.  Jackson,  James  Kelly,  Tlioms*  Kenan,  Nshemiah 
Knight,  Duncan  HacFarland,  Patrick  Magruder,  Rob- 
ert Marion,  William  McCreery,  Nicholas  R.  Moots, 
Thomas  Moore,  Jeremiah  Morrow,  Ourdon  8.  Mum- 
ford,  Jeremiah  Nslson,  Thomas  Newton,  jnn.,  Gideon 
OKn,  Timothy  Ktkin.Jnn.,  Jonah  Qnincy,  Tlioma* 
M.  Randolph,  John  Rea  of  Pennaylvsnia,  John  Rhea 
of  Tennessee,  Jacob  Richards,  John  Russell,  Prtar 
Etailly,  Thomas  Sammons,  Martin  O.  Sdnmaman,  Eb- 
eneier  Seaver,  James  Hoan,  John  Smilie,  John  C. 
«mitb,  Samnri  Smidi,  Heniy  Sonlhmd,  Richard  Stan- 
ford, Joseph  Stanton,  William  Stedman,  Lewis  B. 
Stnrges,  Samuri  Taggart,  Benjamin  Tallmadge,  Sam- 
uel Tenuey,  David  Thomas,  Tkoma*  W.  Tbonmsn, 
UriTrK^,  Philip  Van  Cortlandt,  Killian  K.  VanReBs- 
selaer,  Joseph  B.  Vamum,  Fsleg  WadswMtK  Jfat&ew 
Walbw,  John  WhUshiU.  Robert  WhilehiU,  EUphalel 
Wickss,  Harmadoke  WilUania,  Nathan  Williams,  Al- 
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«x«idaT  WilWD,  Ridud  Winn,  Jo*^  Wlnaton,  and 
*  Tbonaa  V/jna*. 

The  House  then  reiolved  itself  isto  a  Commit- 
tee or  (he  Whid«  OB  the  *tate  of  the  Union. 

The  Chairman  pnt  the  quesiioDon  considering 
Ur.  Grgoo'b  lesoiution,  on  which  the  Committee 
divided— yeas  47,  ntys  70. 

Mt.  J  Cla7  moved  to  consider  the  retolntion 
offered  bf  himself,  and  that  of  his  fiiead  from 
HaTyland,  (Mr.  Niobolbom.) 

Mr.  SuiLis  moved  io  considet  the  lUtttreao- 
hitioti. 

Mr.  J.  Bakdolph  wid  he  would  make  a  super- 
■eding  motion,  which  was,  tb&t  the  Committee 
ahonld  rise,  and  he  would  assign  his  reasons  for 
this  inotioD.  I  am  well  aware,  slid  Mr.  R.,  and 
I  cenaider  it  the  happiest  and  fairest  feature  of 
oar  policy,  that  in  a  deliberate  body  a  majority 
mnst  govern.  This  is  a  position  which  has  oAen 
been  enforced  on  me,  and  which  I  have  sometimes 
enforced  on  others ;  but  I  hope  no  majority  will 
be  indisposed  to  act  honestly.  Though  a  majorii; 
oogbi  10  govern,  it  should  not  be  on  motives  of 
caprice,  freak,  or  pa^sioQ]  bnt  wisely  ;  and  it  ought 
not,  at  this  time  of  day,  to  feel  powc^,  and  forget 
right.  The  reason  why  I  am  in  &vor  of  the 
Committee  riaiogj  is  the  same  which  1  advanced 
the  other  day  against  the  resolution  of  the  gentle- 
Btan  from  Pennsylvania— «  reason  which,  it  is 
aatonithing  to  my  mind,  doe*  not  operate  on  every 
member  of  the  Caramiiie»— ibe  stale  of  things 


from  Pennsyl' 

ihvfriend  from  Maryland? 


(Mr.  J  Clay,)  or  of 

._    lylaod?  (Mr.NicHOLaoM.) 

bdieve  noL    1,  for  one,  am  not  prepared.    Tl 


other  day^  when  I  said  1  was  disposed  to  tiani  with 
OreatBritaiofDr  the  very  rpason  that  I  was  indis- 
poBed  to  treat  with  her  in  1703, 1  perceived  a  sneer 
on  the  faces  of  gentlemen,  and  thai  they  scanted 
the  idea.  But  what  is  the  fact  1  The  gentleman 
ftom  Maasachusetts  quoted  the  Message  of  the 
President,  showini;  that  this  business  b  still  mn- 
Anfe  lite.  What  tnformation  does  the  Presidentj 
in  that  Measage  give  us  7  That  he  had  tried  ne- 
gotiation and  failed  1  Tbat,as  in  another  qnrier, 
«tir  Min later  bad  been  shoved  neck  and  shoulder ■ 
oat  of  the  Cabinet f  No!  That  negotiation  is 
Mill  pending  between  our  Minister  ai;^  the  Mia- 
laler  of  Britain.  Can  then,  gentlemen^  while  the 
bnainesa  is  re  v^ecta,  (eel  disposed  to  act,  eitbo-  on 
the  reeolutlon  of  the  gentleman  from  PeDnaylva- 
kii,  or  that  of  the  gentleman  from  Marylsno  7 

Again,  mast  we  not  every  day  expect  informa- 
tion from  Europe ;  and  ought  not  this  information 
to  have  an  influence  on  (bis  Assembly,  if,  indeed, 
weave  a  deliberative  assembly?  Snrely  it  ought. 
On  [lolitical  nnpirics,  who  preccribe  the  same 
medicine  to  every  disease,  this  iDformatioo  may 
have  DO  efiect.  But  on  the  minds  of  sober  men,  it 
ooghl  to  have,  it  mnst  have,  an  effect.  The 
tion  of  the  Powers  with  whom  we  have  these 
momentous  discussione  may  have  been  materially 
Ranged  bv  the  events  of  (be  last  ninety  days. 
WiU  ^ntietnen  undertake  to  say  that  modves 
which  influenced  the  mind  of  a  Berastoff,  ought  to 
9th  Con.  —»S 


b«ve  no  weight  with  as  1  Will  (hey,  under  (beae 
circumstances;  go  into  Committee,  Xit  grope  in  the 
dark,  (o  catch  at  saatethiog,  on  a  subject  of  which 
(hey  know  little — in  rdatioa  to  the  events  of 
wiuch,  they  know  less?  Not  This  it  not  the 
moment  to  acL  The  Committee  have  declared 
that  that  moment  has  not  arrived.    They  bavo, 

tbeir  capacity  of  a  House,  refveed  to  disoharge 
them  from  the  resoliuion  of  the  gentleman  from 
Pennsylvania,  and  have,  in  the  tame  npoeiiy,  ro- 
faced  to  act  upon  it.  And  what  does  this  prove, 
but  that  the  momeat  for  acdoB  has  not  com»— 
unlets,  indeed,  (his  venerable  Assembly  will  coi^ 
descend  to  becoiDe  the  wet  nnrse  of  ttte  baniling 
if  the  (vro-  gentlemen  from  Pennsylvania,  who, 
provided  they  can  maintain. it  at  a  distaoce,  faopa 
their  indiscretion  wtltbeovenlookcd — a.fauxpa», 
which,  if  it  can  be  kept  in  an  obscure  faroi-luMiaa, 
may  he  smoUiered  over?  I,  however,  am  not 
disposed  (o  offer  it  the  pep-epoon  ;  still  lea*  am  I 
disposed  to  be  di*tutbed  by  it*  cries,  or  those  of 
'>  orettaren. 

It  must  be  obvious  to  you,  Mr.  Chairman,  (hat 

is  is  not  the  Qt  time  to  decide  on  oar  British 
relations.  That  while  Aere  is  a  pending  negotia^ 
tion' With  her,  all  such  discossion  mnst  ne  prema- 
tare.  These' reaolu tion*  are  the  prodiio tion  of  a 
political  hot-bed.  They  are  not  tike  growth  of  s 
genial  sun,  but  reared  in  a  forcing-house.  And  I 
will  tell  geoilemen,  that  politics  be«r  forcing  a* 
little  as  the  physical  productions  of'nalare. 

A  gentleman  from  MassacbiueitSj  whom  I  nov 
see  in  his  place,  offered  some  days  ago,  to  thia 
Cmniaittee.  a  stiing  of  obsermtioDs,  which,  he 
declared,  were  not  intended  either  fora  resololion 
not  then  before  the  Committee,  or  for  that  offered 
by  (he  ^utleman  from  PenasylvaDia.  Now,  the 
Committee  having  determined  not  to  discuss  tbe 
resolution  offered  by  (he  gentleman  &aB  Pes^ 
lylvania,  and  a*  those  vemarks  were  nU  oficrcd 
>n  the  aubjeet  then  before  the  Committee,  ihar 
tD»j  have  Heen  UR  u  gweas  tbey  were  inteadoi 
for  the  subject  now  under  oonrideratioa ;  and  ma  I 
brieve  the^  were  full  as  ajiplieable  to  tbia,aaaBf 
other  question,  I  hope  to  be  induked.  in  makiag 
a  few  reoMrks  relative  to  them.  But,  at  the  same 
time.  I  disclaim  the  jireface  that  g«itleman  pr«- 
fixed  ID  his  remarks,  viz. :  that  he  did  not  mean  to 
examine  the  question  before  the  Committee.  1  do 
mean  to  examioe  that  question,  to  show  whv  ibii 
(s  not  the  pnwer  time  lor  acting  on  thissubjeet, 
to  show  that  all  discussion  on  it  is  prematnn,  ancL 
that  we  ought  to  abstain  from  acting  upoaitUDlil 
wehaveheardfromtheolhersideof  the  Atlantic 

As  well  OS  I  remember,  the  gentleman  set  ont 
by  recalling  the  attention. of  the  House  to  ttM 
Message  of  the  President,  of  (he  17th  of  January 
tai(.  Ye«,*if,  he  b^snin  thestyleof  old  (imen — 
infandum  renotare  iMore» — to  call  the  House 
back  to  ihe  Message  of  (he  17th  of.  January.  To 
what  part  of  it?  To  diat  part  which  is  public, 
or  to  that  part  which  is  locked  up  in  the  eaira- 
(oire  of  tbe  clerk — or  is  in  bis  breeches  pocket, 
for  Bugbt  I  know — that  part  which  it  is  his  busi- 
ness to  keep  from  the  eyes  of  the  nation  ?  Novr, 
I  what  iaoHr-aiuiBtioa?    A  biftve  Senator,  with 
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vm  Aaote  open,  a>llk  ihe  aiLeiitiaD  of  th«  Howe 
to  >■  MpbibioiH  and  imbiguous  Mcom^  ^rt 
ment  ua  pari  piMc.  And  is  ikis  ihe  siluatian 
im  which  ceotlcmoi)  would  put  ai  1  Are  <#e  tbns 
to  be  knocked  doira  with  the  hammeT  of  Bxeea- 
tive  mfalkbilitr  T  I  bops  noL  Wben  thmt  M«s- 
»ge  came,  on  ilie  I7ih  of  Jaouar;,  how  loa^  bad 
we  been  ia  eoadare]  1  believe  a  fartoialii? 
Wteo  did  the  deefutlohes  atriTei  I  uDdmtBic  (o 
aay,  became  I  know  it,  it  waa  prior  to  the  SOtb  of; 
Deoembei',  beaauie  I  loade  paopar  ioqutty  at  tke: 
affie*  of  ibe  Secretary  of  State,  where  1  had  my- 
•elf  reecived  dcapklohee  itma  Loadoa.  What  are 
tha  vomleatB  of  UMae  dtBBaicbes  7  Did  ihey  ad- 
voaate  the  eomse  thia  Houae  has  purMjed,  or  a 
eontrse  totall;  diSarent  "i  And  yet  that  v^ry  Mea- 
acye  baa  bees  quoted,  radar  the  idea  that  do  mSD 
eoultl  say  to  the  oontrary,  and  that  we  would  sink 
haueaib  iha  weight  of  tts  authority.  Tbose  de- 
apaiches  dame  to  this  covniry  before  the  30th  day 
M  Deoem^T.  (Tn  thai  day  I  returned  from  Bal- 
timore, and  received  a  communicatioa  from  their 
author  of  acooieRiporanecraa  date.  I  have  called 
at  the  oSce  of  die  Seeretny  of  8(ate,  sod  was 
wfomad,  by  the  head  of  that  DBpttrtmeDt,  that 
ihey  bad  bath  airired  at  ibe  eaine  lime.  And  ii 
was  iriMD  I  diaeavered  thai  the  head  of  the  seeond 
Department  aodai  the  Ooveiiiment  did  sot  know 
ibcT  were  in  existeace,  much  leaa  thai  his  opiaion 
on. them  bad  not  beea  eoDsidted,  that  I  declantd, 
whet  I  vepeat,  that  there  ii  do  Cabinet,  Yoti 
hare  no  Cabinet.  What  1  ihe  bead  of  the  TKas- 
ury  De|«ilnieol— a  vigorous  and  commanding 
atatosman,  a  praotieal  staiesman,  ihe  benefit  of 
whose  wisdom  and  eXperieoee  the  nation  fondly 
Wieve*  is  always oblawed  before  tbegmimeaa- 
ureiof  .theGbvaniineiiCare  takea-^uaacquaJnier 
wilhj  and  anconsolted  on,  iinporlaBt  deapatcbei, 
and  yet  talk  of  a  Cabiaet  I  Not  merely  uneon^ 
aHltod^  bat  ignorant  of  the  doeniDenta  i  Well,  the 
BBi'paaied,  and  on  the  lOlh  of  January,  waa  sent 
to  tbe  other  Hoaae,  aad  oa  the  17ih,  despacchea 
came  wtnc^  mi^  have  maierially  changed  the 
Aecistoa  ai  the  Housb  Aad  am  f,  feeling  this, 
and  kaowing  the  House  had  been  trifled  with,  to 
be  denotmced  for  telling  you,  if  you  had  had  the 
neoeMaiy  informatioa,  yon  deciaion  vrould  have 
beett  differeat  ftom  what  it  wasf  1  know  Ala; 
for  many  Mtlemen  who  TOted  for  the  maaiire 
adapted,  lidd  me  their  vofei  wouU  have  beea  dif- 
Iwent,  bad  they  bad  the  neeestary  iafiirmalioo.  1 
lay,  die  daciMoa  of  the  Hoase,  if  We  bad  hnmra 
wb«'we  ongbt  to  have  hoown,  aad  which  had 
been  laeeiTed  four  weeks  before,  wouM  have  hem 
difftKut ;  and  I  have  no  hesitation  in  aayiog,  ibere 
is  no  Cabinet,  when  1  sea  *  mm,  second  to  aoiM 
tot  Tigorous  undersiandtng,  and  practical  good 
sense,  ousted  from  it.  I  say,  as  I  bave  said  befbiv, 
if  tba  Bseouti-re  wants  onr  eonMence.  let  bin 
give  m  hit.  But,  when  we  are  eieluded  from  bis 
ooofKlence,  let  him  not  demand  oars.  I  will  not 
^v*  mine  en  these  terms,  and  I  have  no  hesita- 
tion in  saying  so.  Yes,  sir.  1  now  aay,  with  open 
doovsjwhatl  said  when  your  dootaweteshat,  aad 
what  I  beUeve,  that  it  is  aot  for  the  masier  and 
turn  (attd  I  epeak  it  without  dispaiegemeat  to 


«ny  masi)  in  bad  weather,  to  go  below,  and  leave 
Ihe  management  of  the  ship  to  the  ceok  and  cabdl-  ■ 
boy.  The  nation  expects  to  know,  Uiay  believe 
iheydo  knOw,  theopiDion  of  the  Executive.  B«t 
doibeykDowitl  Wherebave  theygot  it?  Does 
it  appear  iu  -ibis  string  of  reeoluiioiial  Have  we 
ihe  opinion  of  the  President  %  Bave  w«  his  Cm- 
siitutioDal  recommendalion  1  No]  yon  haTe  no* 
thing.  Lei  the  Clerk  produaa  the  badgel!  But,  we 
shall  be  told  (hat  (his  House  has  a  right  to  give  a 
direction  to  the  President  This  is  tba  last  re&ie- 
ment  on  courtly  Baitery.  Sball  the  Houae  aot 
OD  iaformation  imther  odcial  or  Coos  lit  uliooat — 
on  the  sta>e  pretext  ot  giving  ihe  SxecMive  a  di- 
reclian,  when  they  belieTe  they  are  actiag  oa 
what  gentlemen  get  na  and  give  ds  teasoa  to  be- 
lieve are  the  seaet  wisnes  of  the  Executive  1  It 
is>  out  of  the  question  tot  any  person^  viko  we 
mea  of  etandiag,  to  eondsecettd,  undei  sHcheir- 
cuAislaoeeB,  to  do  ^e  work  of  the  Cabinet  or  the 
water-tdooet,  No  I  tods  must  be  foaod  ;  and  to 
such  tools,  such  work  will  be,  aa  it  baa  been  uiii- 
formly  cooNaitted.  1  do  not  only  say  they  most 
be,  but  that  they  have  been  found.  Bat,  al  ihc 
threshold  d  evervlhing  I  ebn  offer,  I  am  met  h^ 
iheseiNestoES  of  the  land,  by  ihsse  old  coachmen, 
who  lave  the  snack  of  the  whip,  who  talk,  of  old 
limes,  of  the  stamp  act,  of  ilu  non-iDiarooarse, 
and  other  Revotntionary  acts.  Bx,  lei  me  teil 
gentletnen,  thia  is  all  violence  and  deetanaatiob. 
You  woald  not  suppose  thai  the  maxims  of  Cbea- 
lerGeld  bad  been  studied  by  the  ^deAaa  fiiaa 
PeaneylvaBia— aad  yet,  the  fact  k,  tksi  ma— >ct 
is  ereryihiog.  But,  I  bes  yon  to  ecanptre  tlie 
loacier  I  have  offbred,  witA  the  mild,  meek,  and 
peaceable  sentiments  of  gentlemeik  Becaaae  oae 
geatlsmsn  has  delivered  hia  sealiments  in  a  voiee 
that  freezes  before  it  reaohes  this  quarter  of  the 
House,  and  another  mumbles  out,  "coafiseala  the 
Dationat  debi,"  does  that  afieci  t^e  principle  at 
issue?  Aad  because  another  man,  with  some 
warmth,  reaommendi  a  different  oOurs^  are  you, 
therefoN,  to  slooe  and  cruelty  himT 

The  geniicman  from  Masaaabasetts,  to  whotti 
I  have  alluded,  hat  lold  os  what  the  qMstion  be- 
tween tliia  cowBtty  aad  Gnat.  Britain  is.  Hsian 
it  does  Bot  tespeot  «iM«y'sj»<iperiy,  but  the  «^ 
onial  tMde.  He  says  thai  toe  tobacio  and  float, 
the  rioe  akd  cotton,  transported  by  our  Tosida, 
CODM  as  tonA  within  the  qiMition  9w.tKi  enemy 
property,  as  the  oolqnial  trade.  But  ia  there  any 
presumptive  eridenoe  that  the  rice,  ik»  cottoa,  the 
tobeeeo,  or  any  other  atticleaof  AmarietBarowtli 
that  are  carried  by  oar  Tesaelt,areea«my^'PK>p- 
er(y  ?  There  is  none.  Now  take  the  other  aide 
of  the  question.  Recollect  that  HidUnd,  Puae^ 
and  Spain,  hare  not  a  ship  on  the  ocean ;  that  the 
coffee,  sugar,  and  cotton,  of  their  colonies,  whiek 
find  their  aray  to  Europe,  must  go  there  onderthe 

of  a  neuiralflag.    What  is  ihe.presumptioa? 

a  large  part  of  those  produclioos,  thus  mas- 

Kted,  are  lelelively  to  Britain  enemy  pinperty. 
w  ifra  discrimination  to  be  nude  between  tboae 
prodoota  which  are,  end  those  wbioh  are  not  the 
pr^erty  of  an  eaemy  ?  Is  it  not  a  ittX,  that  a  few 
disrepmable  aeighbon  will  bring  a  stigma  ob  a 
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whole  Dajgbbarhood  7  Will  nay  maa  deny  ih« 
fiietf  Are  the  Freacfa  aiMl  Sptauh  eoloDies  is- 
^peudeui  ?  Amd  what  is  tke  fad  1  Thai  uader 
tbeaeutral  flag  ihe  whole  of  ike  iaimeDBely  val- 
uable ptotlnciioBs  of  Utoae  colonies  find  a  coavey' 
uce.  Wbac  do  we  say  1  Tbat  we  kare  a  rigbt 
to  carry  likose  productions  tioca  the  doIodi^  ic 
the  JMUigercvt  imtbai  ?  No — we  B»y,  tbt  briog- 
iag  them  to  ib«  UoUed  Slatei  aod  myiiw  duli» 
oo  Ihen^  neutralizes  tbe  properly.  Sol  &  tli«y  1 
ladi^uiedly  aol.  Tbe  mometit  yoo  cai«ede  the 
aoiBt  that  you  taBitot  oarry  on  a  direct  trade,  it 
MeMnea  a,qneilion  no  loDger  of  priacipie—hui  a 
qowtioD  on  which  you  muit  tFeSt  ob  Ids  ground 
of  expediency.  Aod  you  muai  treftt^—you  will 
(Mat— lelatire  to  it.  There  i*  one  ooiuiderfttipD, 
which,  whether  it  han  or  baa  aot  engaged  the  U- 
tuuioDof  gcDtleoMD,  ought  doi  to  be  I  oat  sight  of, 
and  that  is,  that  our  bulky  produciioai  caa  bs  car- 
ried by  only  two  Powars  in  tbe  world — by  <wr- 
•eLves  or  QieaiBiitain.  No  other  naiioD  pooieiBes 
thetoDoage.  Qotkea  into  war  with  Qreai  Britain, 
sad  where  will  you  find  the  loitaage  to  carry  your 

£ro4uots7  Yoacaonotfiodit.  Bai,oDUi«oiher 
lod,  the  Britiih  fabrics  may  ha  brought  in  Cbn' 
iah  bottoma.  Th«ie  iwtil  be  neutnl  tonnage 
enough  to  bring  to  yotir  doora  the  prodnctbns  of 
fritain.  But  where  will  you  find  tbe  neiUral  ~ 
sage  to  oarry  yotir  produce  abroad  1 

We  are  told  that  this  isnot  aVac  meainrcj  that 
GroiiuB  and  FuStodorf.  and  other  diatinguiBbed 
eiviliana,haTedecidrdtnat  it  ia  apaf'" 


aelvea  to  be  dictated  to  Gv  ^e  miunbJcra  of  anti- 
Hintf ;  and  gentlemen,  wno  will  not  be  goTerned 
by  ciTCumsUnees,  who  exolaint  Jiai  jumia  mal 
caktm,  tanu  be  content  with  making  diagram*  in 
their  eloaeu,  while  Iheie  active  stateuoen  ate  de- 
ciding the  destiny  of  aatiens.  The^  ttll  ua  they 
bare  Orations  and  Pufiendorf  at  their  backs ;  but 
I  would-  rather  hare  ^t  my  back  the  poete  eoinita- 
tua  of  the  led  mills  sijuafe,  weak  and  incfiicient 
ai  I  know  it  to  be.  Yes,  it  ia  too  true,  the  gantle- 
■Bes  wilt  not  Hstea  for  aaioment  to  eireumstancea. 
It  tain  vain  that  we  any  Great Butain  Jaatai«t— 
Ihatahe  has  a  fieci  in  tbe  Weal  Indies— ihat.  ahe 
has  a  ship  over  every  ac^re  league  in  the  ocean. 
Th^  will  not  coBaidcr  tbe  propenaity  of  an  arin- 
edoalKmtotarilte.  They  wiU  Intea  wly  tonewa- 
papere  aiMl  pamphkls,  and  cironfaiT  letlen.  Put- 
ting aU  these  ihinga  oat  of  considetation,  they  are 
tot  playing  the  put  of  Bobadil.  They  will  not 
leflcet  tbateircuntatanoe*  always  go trern  political 
tnen — ibeypersistintlMirahBtracttheories.  These 
Lapntiaa  and  LiUipatian  politias  will  not  do. 
Wbatare  gentlemen  ahont  t  WTiile  they  are  dis- 
pntiag  whether  the  egg  shall  be  broken  at  ifae  big 
ot  tittle  and,  and  wliMlier  the  Committee  shall  be 
disehwgcd  from  the  reeatutitm  in  the  House,  or 
the  Hotue  shall  first  go  into  oommiitee,  and  tbe 
Maoluiion  be  there  discharged,  they  are  purauiDg 
neasnres  which  will  be  fell  in  Britain,  and  whieH 
vill  forcibly  re-act  (Hi  onrielves.  The  gentlemau 
front  Hassaebosetts  (Mr.  CROwniNsniELD)  has 
toldoawftat  he  WDnld,and  what  he  would  not  do,  | 


if  he  was  a  citizen  of  the  RepablicofSt.  Matiao. 
We  would  BQppose  from  this  declaration  that  lie 
was  an  rababiiant of  Blefusco,  abut  to  carry  on  ww 
with  LitlipuL  Such  a  man  may  be  celebrated  aa 
a  seamen,  and  may  be  abla  lo  make  an  able  first 
Lord  of  the  Admiralty  over  a  fleet  of  piiveteers ; 
but  as  a  potiiiciao  Ix  is  a  Lilltputian  delegate. 

But  we  are  told  again,  that  this  is  a  peace  men* 
sure,  and  that  we  ourselves  are  the  belLigereat  par- 
lia,  who  style  it  a  war  measure.  Ooeof  thepfo- 
foundest  stalesmea  told  Joseph  the  Seoood,  <n« 
of  your  gimcreek  men,  that  if  he  should  aiteraitf 
to  forea  the  navi^iion  of  tt>e  Scheldt,  the  fori 
woDld  fire  ufton  him.  What  said  Joeeph  1  IwitI 
not  steop  to  time  and  ciroamBtaDoes — be  talked  of 
uRiuial  rights, .  and  go  he  would — the  Dnierh 
would  serer  daie  to  fire.  Compaie  the  relative 
situation  of  the  little  Republic  of  HoUaod  whna 
her  days  of  glory  have  passed  away,  when  she  hae 
&lieB  tniotne  uadaof  aconqueter — compare  her 
pieeent  simation  with  that  she  eejoyed  before  the 
wings  of  her  power  were  clipped  by  Fra«cw.  Tha 
Sfnperor  Joseph  seat  out  his  fleets,  and  the  only 
inieiligpuee  he  received  of  their  fate,  wae  ibatttite 
Dutch  had  fiied-  He  deemed  it  impesable — ha 
eould  not  believe  that  the  little  RenuUic  of  Hol- 
land should  fire  pn  tb«  Austrian  Eagle.  Hetjtougltl 
asgantleiDen  think,  and  be  was  deceived;  and  yon 
will  be  deceived  too.  For  ibis  commerciat  priit- 
ciple  is  tHH  a  principle  of  peace,  but  of  war.  Qen- 
lletnen  may  go  to  Cafthage,  if  ihey  please,  stop 
at  Grenaa,  and  pass  on  to  LondoOj  aad  ihey  will 
invariably  find  it  so;  aod  they  will  find  each  of 
those  nations  connneroial  m  proportion  as  ib^ 
were  warlike,  aitd  warlike  in  pro^rtioa  as  ihey 
wcne  eomnaercial.  And  vhy  do  comtoeroe  ana 
war  go  itand  in  hand,  but  beoaase  eoiomeice  al- 
ways disposes  the  nation  to  go  to  war,  which  is 
not  disposed  to  give  up  a  luoraiiiv  leade  t  The 
idea  of  tbe  pacifibtendeacy  of  commerce  is  asteie 
ignufotvu*.  We  find  HoUaod  ceaaed  to  b«  «  great 
commercial  Power,  when  she  oewed  tobe  able  to 
fight  the  combined  fleets  of  France  and  England. 
But  I  shall  be  told,  wbilberEOcver  it  may  leiul 
MS.  ibis  spirit  of  comnaercial  monopoly  ought  Bavw 
tobe  extlDguished— Ishall  be  told  it  isa  base  prin- 
nipte  to  erooch  even  ia  necessiiy ;  that  we  onght 
to  sat  not  only  reason  and  common  seaaa  at  defl- 
anoe,  but  likewise  necessity,  which  knows  bo  Uwt 
but  preeortbes  taw  to  all.  Well,  lam  free  Joeoa- 
Essa,if  thisasaetlionisBot  beyoail  my  eon^vekw- 
sion,  1  have  for  tbe  first  lime  in  my  life  fMod  the 
TeascnoflhepIamer'sseTTant,wbo,  on  being  wlted 
what  was  ibe  ntatter  with  his  borset-said  he  WM 
aahained  because  he  was  dead.  The  pooraninal 
bad  in^loriooslv  eiouobed  to  the  base  priociplesf 
Deceasuy,  and  nad  ^veo  up  the  ghost,  wh^a  ha 
ought  to  have  kept  the  fieh).  And  this  is  what 
we  are  eaiUd  upon  to  do  by  geatlemen  wtw  will 
itot  ackoowledge  tbe  law  of  necessity,  and  who 
ticout  it  as  a  principle  which  it  does  not  become 
ns  to  act  upon.  If  these  nolioos  are  lo  prevail, 
let  us  take  Don  Q,uixotte  ae  our  first  (oiiiister  of 
State,and  Sancho  Pa nzaas tbe  second  in  command. 
These  are  the  iMtural  hands  to  hold  tbe  reins  of 
Qoveiuaenl,  in  cate  all  rejpurd  to  the  principle  of 
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necessity  is  disclaimed.  1  hope  gentlemen,  who 
hold  this  docline,  never  mean  to  die,  to  sleep,  or 
to  weep  Hi  the  distresses  of  their  fellow  men,  or  in 
■Dj  other  respect  ackDowledge  the  bsK  principle 
orneesMilr.  Bat  I,  who  profess  lo  yield  a  com- 
plisDce  not  only  to  the  laws  of  necessity,  but  of 
probabilities,  and  who  consider  politics  as  only  a 
science  of  probabilities,  can  no  longer  find  a  toe- 
diutn  between  tnyself  and  those  who  disclaim  all 
regard  lo  thela^s  of  necessity,  and  am  obliged  to 
confess  thai  I  am  among  the  number  of  those  who 
would  negotiate  with  Great  Britain. 

I  am  perfectly  aware  of  the  tedtons  time  the 
CfHnmiltee  must  have  had  In  listening  to  my  re- 
marks— not  more  so,  1  assure  you,  to  them  than  to 
myself.  I  am  aware  of  tbeargamenta  offered  di- 
rectly out  of  doors,  and  indirectly  in  Ibii  Home, 
against  the  ootirse  which  I  beliere  it  is  for  the  in- 
terest of  this  nation  to  pursue.  One  of  the  first 
canses  of  surprise  which  presented  itself  to  me  on 
coming  to  the  seat  of  G()Ternment  was,  that,  while 
the  peo|de  of  the  United  Slates  tboi^ht  all  eyes 
were  fixed  on  the  shores  of  the  Atlantic,  all  eyes 
were  in  fact  fixed  on  the  balf-way  house  between 
this  and  Oeorgelown— that  the  questian  was  not 
what  wesboulddo  with  France,  or  BpaiD,or  Eng- 
land, butwho  shouldbethe  next  President.  And 
«t  this  moment,  every  motion  that  is  made — I  do 
not  mean,  in  the  parliamemsry  sense  of  the  word, at 
this  place — is  made  with  a  view  to  the  occapaiioo 
of  that  Mouse.  And  it  is  for  this  reason  that  cer- 
tain men  are  lo  be  pat  down,  and  certain  men  are 
to  be  pat  up.  As  I  have  said  before,  I  have  con. 
ceived  it  the  greatest  happiness  attendant  on  the 
GoTerDmenl  of  this  people,  that  all  their  political 
relatione,  the  diflereni  parties  and  their  connexions 
and  bearings  and  effects,  could  be  debated  in  the 
face  of  the  nation.  Now,  we  are  told  from  good 
ftuthotity,  that  ihera  is  a  certain  party  called  the 
Federal  party,  and  that  there  era  other  parlies  in 
theUntledSt>tes,called  Republican  parties.  Well, 
air;  oerisin  geotlemen  have  been  held  up  as  wit- 
ling to  court  the  attention  and  support  of  the  Fed- 
eral party — men  by  whom  no  villain  has  been 
spared,  let  bim  belong  to  what  party  he  may-~ 
menbywhomnovltlanyhasbeen  spared,  lo  what- 
ever i»rty  it  may  have  Btiacbed.  So  much  for 
Federalism.  There  is  aDoiherquesIicD  relative  to 
whet  is  generally  called  quiddiim.  I  am  willing 
to  meet  genilemea  on  that  ground.  If  we  belong 
to  the  third  parly,  be  it  so.  I  am  willing  to  meet 
them  on  other  ground. 

[There  was  here  a  loud  call  to  order,  in  which 
Mr.  Thohas  joined.  The  SrEAZEH  decided  that 
Mr.  Ramdolpb  was  in  order.  An  appeal  was 
taken  to  the  House,  who  confirmed  bis  decision.] 
Mr.  Rakdolph  proceeded.  I  am  obliged  to  the 
gentleman  for  the  respite  he  has  given  me,  as  I 
re»ily  felt  much  exhausted.  I  knew  where  the 
shoe  pinched.  I  will  take  gentlemen  on  ~~ 
iher  principle — on  the  principle  of  Burrism, 
iscalled.  Will  genltemen  attack  us  on  that  ground? 
Will  they  say  we  are  the  rotten  pan  of  the  Re- 
publican parly — the  go-between  of  any  sects — the 
■olicllors  of  any  office — the  tools  of  any  faction  1 
How,  sir,  on  the  subject  of  Federalism— 1  mean 


_  impuiation  to  any  man  or  party  of  n 
we  the  advocates  of  Federalism  1  Does  the  Ad- 
en, and  especially  the  Department  of  the 
Navv,  or  does  ii  not,  administer  the  Government 
on  me  principle  of  Federalism?  Has  that  De- 
partment ever  been  administered,  or  can  it  be  ad- 
ministered on  principles  more  Federall  There 
is  another  depanmeot — the  Post  Office  Depart- 
ment— the  sweetest  engine  ever  put  into  thehands 
of  an  unprincipled  man.  Are  we  for  administo- 
ing  the  Government  on  principles  of  Burrism? 
This  is  a  delicate  subject — I  speak  withaiiillcoa- 
scionsness  that  it  is.  Now  for  the  last  im,  Ytaoo- 
ism.  Are  we  Yazoo  men?  Have  our  enemies 
ever  charged  us  with  this? 

[Mr.  Ranuolfh  here  made  an  allusion,  which 
from  the  noise  in  the  House  was  not  heard,  to  a 
miscoBcepiioo  by  Mesne.  Somteb  and  Mahioh 
of  a  previous  remark  made  by  him  relative  lo  mi- 
litia generals — andlheo  asked — Is  thereamanibat 
woold  disdain  lo  sit  aside  of  such  menl  The 
allusion  I  made  was  faliy  understood ;  but  those, 
whom  it  fitted,  were  willing  to  shid  it  from  tbeii 
own  shoulders  on  those,  whom  it  did  no  Gl] 

I  am  really  sorry,  Mr.  Speaker,  for  the  time  I 
have  occupied.  Wbeo  I  came  into  tbe  House 
yesterday,  it  appeared  to  me  as  if  the  proposition 
before  us  was  to  appoint  a  board  of  commissioners 
lo  settle  the  accountcurreni  of  every  member  with 
ibe  House.  We  hearda  great  deal  of  palaver  and 
blarney;  but  of  that  description  which  can  never 
take  me  in.  I  abjure  il,  1  raise  my  band  a^inst 
ii— I  will  never  oecoiae  its  dupe.  I  am  willing 
to  allow  that  in  the  heat  of  debate,  exprenions 
improper  for  me  to  use,  but  not  improper  In  their 
appticaiioo  to  those  to  whom  they  referred,  may 
have  escaped  me-r-the  verba  ardaiHa  of  an  hon- 
est mind.  I  scorn  to  retract  them.  They  weie 
made  in  the  presence  of  the  nation,  and  in  their 
presence  I  will  defend  them.  1  will  never  anir^ 
whatever  may  be  the  resulL  I  have  moved  tbat 
the  Committee  rise,  with  a  perfect  knowledge  of 
tbe  existing  cireumstanees.  I  knew  the  moment 
we  adjourned  over  on  Saturday,  that  the  old  story 
woold  be  repealed,  that  genllemen  would  seek  the 
Lord — agree  upon  some  nven  principle,  that  all 
might  so  together.  And  1  hare  not  been  disap- 
pointed. But  it  is  for  you  to  say,  whether  at  this 
moment,  when  you  are  watching  your  daily  aad 
nightly  mails  for  news  from  Eari^w,  when  yoa 
are  oscillating  between  Bonaparte  and  the  edali* 
lion— yoa  are  prepared  to  decide  altimatelT  on 
this  siiBJect.  I  feel  for  one  that  I  am  not  Aa  tn 
the  accusation  of  being  the  apologist  of  Britain, 
it  is  the  idlest  char^ce  that  ever  was  made.  When  1 
first  took  a  seat  in  this  House  I  was  deaoaaeed 
with  being  a  French  partisan,  because  I  opposed 
those  men  who  then  hud  thereinaof  GoT^umcBt 
in  their  bands  in  their  roeasnres  for  cnrrriog  tu 
into  war  with  that  nation ;  and  now  that  I  am  for 
pursuing  tbe  same  course  towards  Great  Britain, 
which  I  was  then  in  favor  of  pursuing  cowards 
France,  I  am  charged  wiih  being  ihe  apokigiHt  of 
Britain.  To  this  denunciation  I  am  willing  to 
submit,  which  all  men  must  submit  to  who  are 
not  williDg  to  risk  the  pace  of  their  conatty. 
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Mt.  NioBOLfloit.— I  secODd  tfa«  motion,  on  a 
MiDoiple  which  has  f^v«rned  tna  ever  since  the 
DMrinniDg  of  this  session.  This  subject  ttu  early 
reterred  to  a  select  commillee  on  a  motion  offered 
bf  myself,  with  a  view  thai  the  ftallest  light  might 
be  thrown  on  the  snbjeet  of  oar  differences  with 
Ore&t  Britain,  aod  because  I  beliere  : 


by  a  committee  whose  peculiar  proviDce  it 
pay  a  particular  attention  to  the  fiscal  affairs  of 
the  QoTemmenl.  I  had  another  object  in  vifw, 
which  wa*  that  the  subject  might  not  be  harried. 
I  was  of  opinion  that  our  differences  with  Britain 
ought  not  lobe  speedily  acted  upon;  but  antrlhe 
subject  had  rested  for  some  time  with  the  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means,  they  were,  on  the 
motion  of  some  gentlemen  when  I  was  absent, 
discharged  from  its  further  considerattoa.  On 
my  'way  to  thu  place,  after  an  absence  for  which 
leare  bad  been  granted,  I  met  Vilh  a  propoi'  ' 


meni  in  my  life.  If  I  bad  heard  thu  the  Capitol 
ti«d  tumbled  into  ruins,  I  should  not  bare  been  so 
much  astonished. 

This  proposition  produced  several  others,  one 
of  which  I  nad  the  honor  to  submit.  As  I  hare 
Mbr«  uid,  I  submitted  this  proposition  to  meet 
that  of  the  gentleman  from  Pennsjlvania,  that 
the  House  and  people  of  this  country  might  lake 
into  view  its  whole  course  and  bearing;  and  that 
they  might  see  the  manner  in  which  the  revenue 
was  likely  to  be  affected  by  it.  I  am  happy  it 
has  prodaced  this  effect.  Gentlemen  after  debat- 
ing this  proposition  are  witling  on  all  hands  now 
to  lay  it  aside.    When  I  understood  it  was  lo  be 


long  as  possible.  I  was  of  opinion  that  our  belter 
course  was  to  rise,  if  we  w«re  to  meet  only  four 
months  hence.  Il  is  on  the  same  principle  that  I 
DOW  advocate  the  rising  of  the  Commillee,  and 
■honld  we  now  rise,  I  trust  it  will  not  be  consider- 
ed for  a  long  time.  1  hai>«  bees  noiforrolf  of  the 
opinion,  that  if  we  take  measures  with  Britain,  it 
ought  to  be  the  last  act  of  the  session.  1  think  we 
oushf  to  wait  for  news  from  Europe.  We  have 
had  information,  though  in  some  measure  of  a 
privaie  natnre,  affording  us  reason  to  hope  thai 
there  will  be  no  occasion  lo  proceed  to  extremi- 
ties. Knowing  this,  and  that  our  afiairs  are  in  the 
hands  of  a  man  of  eoiineot  talents,  second  lo  none 
tit  Ibis  country,  I  cannot  believe  there  is  any  ne- 
cessity to  act  as  speedily  as  some  gentlemen  wish 
to  do  on  this  subject.  In  offering  these  observa- 
tions, I  meao  not  to  be  understood  as  abandoning 
the  proposition  I  have  bad  the  honor  to  submit. 
In  my  judgment  it  is  the  best  of  those  offered.  If 
w«  do  anything  I  think  we  bad  best  adopt  it,  but 
I  do  not  think  we  are  yet  prepared  to  act  on  it. 
We  hare  at  least  six  weeks  yet  to  sii.  for  if  we 
adjourn  before  thre  first  of  May,  it  will  be  the  short- 
est first  session  under  the  Qorernment.  Why 
then  this  hurry — when  there  is  a  negotiation  de- 
pending, and  when  Information  may  be  reeeiTed 


within  ten  days,  which  may  entirely  change  oni 
course  f  It  is  for  these  reasons  that  I  am  lor  the 
Committee  rising;  because  I  believe  that  the  late 
rents  in  Europe  wilt  have  such  an  effect  oit 
Iritain,  as  to  put  it  in  the  power  of  out  Minister 
>  settle  our  afiairs  with  her  amicably;  and  if  so^ 
I  shall  be  verv  happy.  I  was  so  far  from  being 
impressed  with  the  opinion  that  we  onght  to  act 
apeedily  on  this  subject,  that  I  was  prepared  to- 
fill  the  blank  in  the  resolution  so  as  to  prevent  it 
from  taking  effect  before  the  first  of  January.  I 
flatter  myself  the  Committee  will  rise,  ana  that 
we  shall  refuse  to  take  up  th^  subject  for  some- 
Mr.  AbaTON.— I  cannot  see  what  we  are  to  get 
by  the  Committee  rising.  If  I  entertained  tn« 
same  ideas  with  the  gentleman  from  Maryland,  I 
■boold  be  for  a  course  directly  the  reverse  of  tliat 
which  he  recommends.  He  says  we  have  an  im- 
portant negotiation  depending,  and  that  we  may 
daily  expect  lo  hear  from  our  Minister  on  that 
lubject.  If  there  is  a  probability  of  a  successful 
ermination  of  the  negotiation,  can  the  measures 
we  now  take  have  any  bearing  upon  ill  The 
gentleman  says  he  is  prepared  to  fill  up  the  blank 
with  the  first  of  January.  What  effect  will  this 
have?  If  the  negotiation  be  depending^  i I  will 
show  our  Minister  and  the  British  Administration 
thevoice  of  the  nation.  It  is  no  matterihen  how 
soon  we  lake  our  measures — the  sooner  the  letter. 
I  haTe  no  idea  the  negotiation  has  terminated  at 
this  moment,  or  will  terminate  until  we  have 
taken  our  measures.  I  hope,  therefore,  the  Com- 
mittee will  not  rise,  bnt  that  we  shall  take  up  the 
motion  of  the  gentleman  from  Maryland,  to  which 
I  shall  give  my  most  hearty  approbation. 

Mr.  J.  Clat  then  withdrew  his  motion,  observ- 
ing that  he  was  not  anxious  that  the  resolntion 
be  had  offered  should  be  acted  on  immediately. 
Mr.  A1.STOH  renewed  the  motion  for  taking 
lo  eonsidetaiion  the  proposition  of  Mr.  Niohol- 
)N,  prohibiting,  after  a  particular  time,  the  im- 
irlation  of  certain  specified  articles  from  Qreat 

Mr.  J.  RiNooLPH  again  moved  thaMbe  Com- 

itte  should  rise.    Motion  lost — yeas  58,  nays  62. 

The  question  was  pat  00  Mr.  Alston's  motion, 

and  the  Committee,  without  a  division,  agreed  to 

take  up  the  proposition  submitted  by  Mr.  NiCB- 


Fbidat,  March  14. 

A  petition  of  Robert  Peters  and  others,  proprie- 
tors of  squares  and  lots  in  the  City  of  Washing- 
ton, in  the  District  of  Columbia,  was  presented  to 
the  House  and  read,  praying  that  an  act  may  be 
passed  toaulhorize  the  recording,  in  the  Surveyor's 
office  of  the  city,  of  all  divisions  of  squares  into 
lots,  or  subdivisions  of  lots  already  laid  off;  and 
that  a  certified  transcript  thereof  may  be  admitted 
as  evidence,  in  the  courts  of  the  United  States,  or 
elsewhere.— Referred  to  Mr.  Dawson,  Mr.  Ma- 
ORUDER,  and  Mr.  Van  Rehbsblabr. 

A  petition  of  Bushrod  Washington  and  Law- 
rence Lewis,  of  the  Slate  of  Virginia,  acting  «x- 
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eevioTB  of  the  will  of  Oeoeral  Oeorge  Waking- 
ton,  in  b«half  of  themselvei  and  the  other  devjaeet 
under  the  said  will,  was  preiented  to  the  House 
and  read,  praying  that  an  act  tnav  fast  for  the 
purpoae  of  confirming  the  title  of  toe  said  eiecu- 
ton  lo  certain  lands  on  ibe  noilhwest  side  of  the 
I'mt  Ohio,  OD  or  near  the  Little  Miama,  granted 
to  iheii  testator,  in  the  year  one  thousand  aevtn 
hundred  and  ninety,  by  the  said  Stale  of  Virginia^ 
■nd  which  are  found  to  be  witbin  the  terriiorf 
ceded  by  the  said  State  to  the  United  State«.-~ 
Keferred  to  the  Commillee  on  the  Public  Land». 

The  House  proceeded  to  coiuider  a  motion 
made  yeEterday,  in  the  words  following,  lowil: 
"  That  Major  Generat  Arthur  St.  Clair  be  heard 
at  the  bar  of  the  House  in  support  of  his  claim:" 

ItaolvetL,  That  this  House  doth  agree  to  the 
same,  and  that  Monday  next,  at  twelve  o'clock, 
be  aiaigned  for  that  parpose. 

The  HouHe  proceeded  to  consider  a  resolution 
of  the  Senate,  of  yesterday,  for  the  appointment 
of  a  joint  committee  of  the  two  Houses,  to  con- 
■idei  and  report  what  business  is  necessary  to  be 
dove  by  Congreat,  the  present  session:  Wheie- 

■fOD, 

Aetolwd,  That  this  HoDie  doth  agree  to  the 
■aid  resolution,  and  that  Mr.  Eablt,  Mr.  John 
KuiDOt-pa,  Mr.  Ghbog,  Mr.  Jobn  C.  Smith,  and 
Mr.  Cbowmihsbieli^  be  appointed  a  committee, 
OD  the  pan  of  this  House. 

A  messags  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 


pretended  rights  of  others.    That  there  shonU  be 
'ifierence  of  opinion  respecting  our  own  tegu- 
one,  was  lo  be  expected,  but  when  your  laxvftil 
imerce  i*  atuoked  by  what  the  honorable  gen- 
tieman  from  Virginia  so  emphatically  terms  ''the 
Leviathan  ot  ihe  Ocean,"  aad  atiaclted,  too,  noo- 
trary  lo  their  own  ackaovledged  principles,  aa 
laid  down  in  the  corrsspondeuce  between  your 
late  worthy  Minister,  Mr.  King,  aad  the  Britiab 
Minister,  Lord  Hawkesbury,  I  beg  leave  to  call 
an  the  Clerk  to  read  that  part  of  the  Boston  me- 
morial which    relates    to  that  carrespoudence. 
[The  Clerk  read  the  article.*] 


Ibat  the  8«naie  have  passed  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  for  the  relief  oi  Peter  Landais^" 
amendment;  to  which  they  desire  the  concur- 


«  of  this  House. 

IMPORTATIONS  FROM  QREAT  BEITAIN. 

Hr.  ALaTdN-ealled  for  the  order  of  the  day,  for 
the  Hoase  lo  resolve  itself  into  a  CoBmitiee  of 
tike  Whole  on  tha  state  of  the  Union- 
Mr.  Clabe  moTed  to  postpone  this  cHdet  tilt 
Honday. 

The  BPBAKEB  declared  it  oat  of  ordor  to  post- 
pone such  an  arder  of  the  day. 

The  question  of  gmng  into  a  OomnitteB  was 
then  put  and  carried — yea*  70. 

Tha  Committee  haviitg  i  - 
resolution  tubmitled  by  Mr. 

Mr.  MoMroBo  said:  Mr.  Chairman,  it  is  with 
great  diffidence  I  rise  to  speak  on  this  question.  I 
am  a  merchant,  unaccustomed  tospeak  in  a  pub- 
lic body.  But,  air,  when  I  see  the  dearest  inter- 
ests of  my  country  unjostly  attacked  by  a  foreign 
nation,  I  moat  beg  the  indulgence  of  this  Com- 
mittee while  I  ezpKsa  my  sentiments  on  the  se- 
rioDS  aspect  of  our  forei^  relations.  Sir,  I  do 
not  wish  to  extenuate  the  conduct  of  any  nation 
I  have  no  predilection  for  one  foreign  natwramor< 
than  another.  I  shall  endeavor  to  speak  the  Ian- 
guagc  of  an  independent  American. 

Elir,  I  had  indulged  the  hope  that  the  ninth 
Congress  of  the  United  States  bad  assembled  to 

ddiMnte  on  ibemomentouaafiairs  of  their 

try  as  Americans;  but,  air,  it  givaa  me  paii  ^ 
I  regret  extremely,  to  see  gentlemen  so  far  forget 
the  iaietest  of  (heir  own  cooniry  in  defending  the 


•  "In  1801,  i 
Adrairsli^  Cau 


oonieqnanoe  of  a  decTM  of  the  Vice 
at  Nassau,  condemning  lb*  caigo  of 
an  American  vessel  going  bma  the  Unked  States  to  a 
port  in  the  Spanish  colooiea,  with  a  cano  ainaisting  of 
ertidea  the  growth  of  old  Spain,  out  mghl;  respecta- 
ble and  able  Minister  at  the  Court  of  London  imme- 
dist«l;  addressed  Lord  Bawh«bnry,  His  Majeatj'a 
Secretary  for  Foreign  Aflain,  and  remonatntedinare- 
ipectful,  bot  6nn  and  dignified  manner,  Sgcisat  this 
infringement  and  vielation  of  the  ri^ts  of  ni 

"  The  remonrtrsnce  mot  that  ^mpt  af 
the  Britidi  GoTerament  nUch  its  mwit 
the  subject  was  referred  to  the  coandw 
Advooata  General,  who  reported  that  the  aenleau  of 
Uu  Vice  Admiralty  Court  at  Naaaaa  was  ibatried  te 
erroi)  tbat  it  was  bow  (180!)  distmctlr  andenlood, 
and  had  berat  repeatedly  so  deodedby  tha  High  Coart 
of  A[q»eak,  that  tha  prodUoe  of  the  odonies  of  the 
eneaiy  may  be  imported  b;  a  nsutial  intc  hi*  own 
coun^,  sjid  may  t>e  re-eiported  from  thence  even  to 
the  mother  country  of  such  colonj  ;  and  in  liLo  man- 
ner, the  produce  and  manufacture!  of  the  motber 
country  may,  in  this  eircuitoua  route,  legally  find  their 
way  to  the  colonies ',  that  a  dixsct  trade  had  not  been 
recognised  ai  legal,  and  the  deciidoii  of  what  vraa,  or 
was  not  a.  dhect  trade,  wat  a  question  of  some  diffl- 
culty,  and  that  the  High  Conrt  of  Admiralty  bad  ex- 
pressly decided,  and  the  Advocate  General  saw  no  rea- 


son Id  expect  the  Court  of  Amwala  n 

rule,  that  laadkig  the  goad%  end  paying  the  dntiea 

the  neutral  ooantry  breaks  tha  eontmaiQ'  of  the  voy^ 


.  „  .  impoiletkin  as  lagahoea  the  trada, 

although  the  goods  be  redui^ied  in  the  ai 

and  on  acooont  of  Ihe  sams  ner^' 

fiwwarded  for  sale  to  the  mother  o 

"  The  report  of  die  Advooale  Gsoval  was  aoe^ted 
by  the  British  Governmeat,  immediately  transm&ted 
1^  Lord  Hawkesbury  to  Mr.  King,  and  1^  His  Majaa* 
^'s  eifHeaa  command,  communicated  by  the  Duke  of 
Portland,  the  principal  Secretary  of  State,  to  the 
Lords  Comiaissionets  of  the  Admiralty,  with  the  in- 
formation that  it  was  His  Majesty's  ptessore  that  the 
doctrine  laid  down  in  the  Advocate  General's  report 
should  be  immediately  made  known  lo  the  several 
judgea  of  the  Vice  Admiralty  Courb,  setting  fordi  to 
them  what  is  held  to  be  law  upon  die  snl^ect  by  lln 
Buperior  tribunak,  for  their  ftatare  gvidanoe  and  di- 

■■  Thus  are  obtainad  so  recently  as  wilbtn  five  yeai* 
the  deliberate  opinions,  on  ttte  snbject  under  discot- 
sion,  of  the  moat  eminent  English  civilians,  and  of  the 
High  Coott  of  Admiralty,  oonoborated  (if  one  of  Ihe 
first  law  officais  of  the  down  m»y  be  czeditad)  by 
the  repeated  decisions  of  the  same  oooit  of  bi^mbIi 
whiili,  by  its  late  and  contiadictoi}  decree  in  the  caas 
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This  i*  BO  fiction,  lir;  il  ic  b  mera  matter  of 
facl.  After  all  this  I  must  oodIcm  I  ara  a*l«H- 
ialiedtefiad  genliemot  in  an  Ameficao  GoBgress 
palliatiog  tke  iBpreMiireBt  of  our  seamen,  aod 
tlM  indisoriuioaiie  coodenouitta  of  oar  vetaelt 
and  oBTfoes.  Are  we  prepared  to  pf«i«at  an 
hamUe  aiddresi  lo  hit  most  sracious  Majntf  am 
tfcc  throne,  praying  he  valid  roacbtafa  to  taJce 


t  who 


B  holy  keepiDg,  paidoa  oar  fvrtneT  trans- 
oraaiims,  and  accept  of  us  aa  '*^' 
bava  ecred  froM  the  rifbl  irarf 
an  not  oolouixs ;  we  are  an  iodep«Dd«al  natios. 
Tour  acta  and  laws  *peak  of  thirty  years  of  ia- 
dMandeoae.  I  visli  ve  could  coaqiHr  oar  pre- 
JMi«*  ■■  aaatlv  as  we  did  onr  aoemiea.  BhaU 
Ve  Bcnt  get  rU  af  the  idea  of  coloniala  and  da- 
pmdeatim  QceatBriiaiol 

I  ihall  now  coiameMe  fijr  obMmtions  on  our 
unforliKiate  fellaw-eitimis  in  Britlab  bondage; 
aod  1b  answer  to  the  howiraUe  geatleniaB  frnm 
Uaryiaad,  wihmn  I  very  mncli  nucot,  Idoftank- 
]f  Bckiuiwladge  that  n»wg»t  all  the  ^tiont 
•raMfllcd  to  you  by  the  ftMreteau  of  ibe  Uitiied 
MUai,  there  is  bmium  w«rd  about  our  iaapteised 
aaameo,  Babm  aad  apothet  pott  eKcapted.  Bat, 
MI,  I  beg  laare  to  inform  tiisCoiDiBtltee,aDd  that 
hoDoratQegentknan,  tbat  before  wceatUiMir  T«a- 
wlaat  thecnatiB  Iwap^weaBacaHed  upoatowit- 
neeu  tfaa  recDtdingftfAistafeofhomaB  wo  before 
aBOfacrF»blie,«tatiBiFaU  ike  Maae*  impreaaai 
dariaff  we  Twrage.  Tbii  ia  immadistely  trana- 
nltted  to  the  Secretary  of  State,  for  the  correet- 
■msof  wUoh  I  refer  ]wi  lo  the  doeumaiHa  from 
that  deptrttuaat  now  on  y«m  table.  Sir,  is  it 
dcGMtont,  ia  it  eeiKyd,  is  it  liberal,  i*  it  tcipectfiil 


of  the  Bnei,  Ome,  fam  caiueil  ao  diuatrmu  an 
leatatiDn  and  ciHuUmiiatioii  of  American  propert;. 

"  Jadgmeat  Ihua  peiKticuonalj  atatad  and  enforced 
hj  thia  high  authoiitj,  it  vaa  fall  to  cooaider  aa  i~ 
tended  for  a  beacon  to  the  diannel  through  which  ne 
tral  commerce  mi^t  be  proaacDted  with  aecnri^. 
il  hoped  the  STent  will  BM  prove  Aa;  were  a  mc 
i^i*  fiifuut  to  eninare  Ae  innoceitt  and  oaana] 

"  At  HI  J  Tate,  wbetber  the  deeC^e  were  aoand 
Bet,0TWtielhaTitJn]tiradOreaBrftda  or  not,  it « 
IM  baceme  the  iategiity  mii  faagaanimlt;  of  •  great 
and  powerful  UMian  el  ovee,  and  without  moCm,  to 
rsnna  bar  rale  of  conduit  towavda  othcc  Stataa,  and 
te  pray  nprni  daa  nnprotactad  imparty  at  a  friaatUf 
Pe«w,  Ae  axtewnon  of  »haw  oaDBBWree  had  beaa  ift- 
vtlad  ij  the  fonaal  a*o«l  of  har  inteDtiena,  aad  paoe- 
eeulad  iieder  a  Tclianos  on  hea  good  faith,  and  from 
the  oonfidenoe  repoaed  that  her  coiula,  naiioTm  in 
tbeii  poBoiplea,  would  asTer  be  influenced  by  the 
ttue-aerring  politics  of  the  moineot. 

"  Bet  trhatevei  may  have  been  the  motlTea  for  the' 
proceidinga  on  the  part  of  Great  Britain,  the  e&ct  ia 
Dotoriova.  Frora  her  recent  conduct  great  loaaea  haTe 
bean  matained ;  oni  commerce  haa  been  cheeked  and 
embaiTMsed,  and  large  quantiticv  of  pnidace  are  now 
remaining  locked  up  in  Una  eonntry  wbtch  were  por- 
duied  for  foreign  mtiketa,  becaaae  oar  menAanta 
cannot  aand  it  abroad  withont  taking  ridu  on  them- 
■drca  whieh  pradeaee  would  not  joatifr,  or  widtout 
ning  auA  ratea  for  iaamaace  aa  the  trade  of  the 


lo  the  Committee  to  impute  atidi  unworthy  mo- 
lirea  to  the  raercbants  aa  we   have  heai^  vt- 

E rested  cm  ihii  floor  ?  They  are  nteo,  sir]  and  I 
elieve  candor  will  aUow  them  their  share  of  len- 
sibilityj  and  that  they  sympathize  fur  suffaring 
humamty  as  much  as  a  planter,  a  farouir,  a  lair- 
yer,  or  aay  claea  of  the  community.  Sir,  I  feel 
aa  much  a*  any  omb  for  iba  auoeriiigs  of  Ihu 
meritoriont  data  of  cicizMM,  bafiag  been  an  ey^ 
wilnesa  to  the  barbarous  treatment  inflicted  by  ika 
□fficert  of  the  BFJiith  Governmeitt  on  one  of 
them.  Hs  was  lashed  to  a  8ea£>ld  oa  lite  gun* 
wale  of  a  boat,  aud  whined  from  ship  to  ship, 
until  ke  had  reoeived  five  hundred  latbes.  What 
was  the  consequence  7  He  «xpired  the  next 
m<Mmiiig.  What  was  bii  ortme  t  He  had  be«a 
impiwseed  into  their  oruel  bondage,  aitd  had  ear- 
deavored«io  regain  hie  liberty  1  We  are  asked, 
whatia  the  remedy  far  this  outraga?  These  i> 
but  one,  sir.  Demand  satJafactMa  for  the  paet,. 
and  to  fuuue  make  your  flag  protect  your  oiti- 
zeo*,  at  least  on  the  h«h  aem»,  the  common  high 
road  of  aU  Daiioos.  Vout  Baiehaata  can  inaiiM 
their  property  agaiDsi  tbie  "LeTtalhan  of  thfl 
Ocean  j"  but  there  is  ao  aliernauro  for  the  pwr 
sailor,  he  is  iitwilably  doomed  to  OFuel  alarety. 

I  now  come  to  spoek  of  foreign  -  aatioBB.  Wo 
are  told  that  the  AmerieaQtaaNoautaeorvSpaiir 
iah  mofotty.  This  xnay  be  ibft  caae.  ]  be^cF* 
it)  but  it  is  to  a  very  limited  wauat.  The  Span- 
is^  merchaats  have  little  .capital  at  yrceaat  to 
diapoee  of.  Their  C}«reniia««t  «tree  -tlteu  oon- 
siderable  swas  of  money,  and  Ue  ptipv  eturcaoy 
of  that  Ooveioowat  ia  at  Hich  a  ditooanl  (l  be- 
lieve from  40  to  50  per  caU.)  that  ^ey  an  not 
able  to  eitemd  their  couifURM^  if  liuif  were  erar 
oa  much  ditpomd  w  do  so. 

lUspectiag  tlte  Freaah  nefdiaal*,  a  great  pro- 
portion of  them  in  Fnmee  are  bnalmipit^  in  con> 
seqmanec  of  ihaavy  Uxea,  qoairibiUioa'a,  foreed 


That  oanoUy  d  ,  . 
her  teveiua  j  aba  colleata  an*  hundred  aad  U 
ty  milKonairfdoUan  nHB«uim,of  which  twalTa- 
milltODs  only  ore  levied  unh  wutmerac,  beiay 
but  ten  pcf  ceoi.  on  the  wittole  rev^npie.  Theit 
merohano)  have  it  not  ta  Iheii  power  to  OKlend 
their  bueineee  for  want  of  a  capital,  wUeh  ia  a 
fact  that  wilt  be  aokaowledgied  by  all  commv- 
oial  men.  They  are  by  no  mtana  the  favwUet  (^ 
the  Smperor ;  ae  graait  tbem  no  indulgcnoea,  <d 
whieh  the  late  tranMetinna  at  thanaiiofial  bank 
are  a  tufficieat  evidence. 

Betpeeiing  Holland,  avery  pemon  ooaTenant 
in  bnsineee  knowa  ibe  cautious  calculaiioa  of  the 
Dutch  awrohaat*;  they  trade  very  tittle  on  thei[ 
owa  aecount  in  tine  of  war,  bui  are  coostaaily 
soUeiting  tbe  Ameoeun  ncfcaafila  to  laake  con- 
sigoMiCBta  trf  property  to  cell  on  eommievioB. 
And  yet  we aM  told  in  lhatoMale,theaelebcated 
paaapbleL  "War  in  Discwi»e,"thatFraBee, Spain, 
aad  Hollaad,  aarry  oa  the  war  againtt  Qreai 
Britain  wUh  ptopeity  covered  ^  Aoieriaaaiil 
Will  any  rational  man  believe  thtan? 

I  now  come  lo  Qraat  BriiaiA,  air;  not  one 
word  baa  been  eaid  about  iwopar^  cvreied  f« 
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her.    She  is  immaenlRte ;  she  is  innoeeot ;  she 
can  do  no  wrong.    I  hnve  good  aathoriiy  for  this 


(pressioa.    The  Kini 


ig  says 


repeat  it.  Sir,  immedifttetj  upon  the  coaliiion 
IwlDg  formed  on  the  contineot  of  Europe,  she 
seized  upon  your  uDsuspeeiiog  commerce,  and 
surprised  it  with  new  priDciples  aiid  new  doc- 
trines in  her  Courts  of  Admiralty,  which  opera- 
ted with  her  ships  of  war  in  the  same  manner  as 
though  they  bad  actually  received  orders  from 
the  LordB  of  the  Admiralty  (how  insidiousl  but 
Ifaey  understand  deeoi/)  lo  capitire  and  bring  in 
all  American  yesseU  bound  to  enemy's  ports;  and 
if  by  chance  any  of  them  escape  their  fangs, 
afler  a  moek  trial  they  are  compelled  to  pay 
enormous  charges,  from  6ve  hundred  to  six  hun- 
dred guineas,  and  sometimes  more.  This  oper- 
ates as  a  premium  to  carry  in  all  yonr  vessels, 
knowing  beforehand  they  will  have  nothing  to 
pay ;  for,  although  you  ?ain  your  cause,  you 
must  pay  the  costs.  TbJs,  sir,  discourages  yaut 
cautious  and  best  merebants,  and  they  are  thus 
compelled  to  abandon  and  decline  pursuing  a  lu' 
era  live  and  lawful  traffic. 

If  there  beany  property  covered  for  <3reat  Bri-" 
tatn,I  have  everyreason  to  believe,  from  factal  will 
state  to  the  committee,  that  it  appertains  almost  ex- 
dusivety  to  some  British  merchanU  lately  adopted 
citizens  of  the  United  States,  for  they  take  good 
care  to  keep  all  their  bu!>iness  in  their  owd  bands. 
They  are  the  honest  merchants  who  own  the  hon- 
est vessels-we  have  heard  so  maoh  about,  and  they 
ateengagcdin  exportin^f  cotton,  tobaoco,  and  other 
produce  of  our  country-  Why  should  they  hare 
the  pref««nce  1  it  wilt  be  asked.  I  wiH  not  tell 
you  what  I  do  not  know,  (a*  has  been  said  in  this 
Committee,}  but  I  will  letl  yon  what  I  do  know. 
Sir,  the  real  American  mercbann  cannot  enter 
into  competition  with  them.  They  have  their 
particular  friends  in  England,  who  are  interested, 
and  will  of  course  givethem  the  preference.  By 
a  Tarietr  of  ways  they  obtain  all  the  freights,  to 
the  excluaion  of  your  vessels.  Sir,  we  are  often 
Oompelled  to  take  in  ballast  along  side  of  those 
rety  ships  who  have  full  freights  engaged.  Thus, 
sir,  the  real  Amerjean  merchant  is  the  dupe  of 
these  honest  adopted  Bniish  citizens.  These  are 
yonr  slippery-eei  merchants,  so  justly  denomina- 
ted by  the  bonoraUe  gentleman  from  Virginia, 
whose  acme  of  mind  I  much  admire.  They  were 
indeed,  sir,  so  slippery  in  some  of  your  districts, 
that  it  was  found  necesFsry  to  pass  a  law  exclud- 
ing all  of  them  who  resided  in  foreign  countries 
from  owning  any  ship  or  vessel  belonging  to  t^e 
United  States;  for  a  number  of  them,  after  hav- 
ing made  fortunes  out  of  your  nentrality,  had 
slipped  off  to  Oreat  Britain  to  spend  the  money 
md  ibe  remainder  of  their  days.  And  in  order 
that  we  might  not  compromit  our  neutrality  in 
this  deceptive  business,  our'National  Legislature 
baa  been  carefnl  to  pass  a  law  in  the  first  session 
of  the  eighth  Congress  dated  27th  lilarch,  1B04, 
to  correct  the  abuse,  which  has  in  some  measure 
put  a  check  to  it ;  and  yet  we  are  emphaticBlly 
told  it  is  only  coffee,  sugar,  and  East  India  goods 
that  are  giuilty  of  the  sin  of  interfering  with  Bri- 


:Ish  merchants,  those  monopolizers  of  the  -com- 
merce of  the  whole  world. 

i  mention  these  facts,  sir,  to  vindicate  lh«  cha- 
racter of  the  real  American  merchants;  it  will 
stand  the  test  with  that  of  any  other  nation  in  Ib« 
world.  Sir,  look  at  yonr  revenae  system,  examine 
all  the  records  ofyour  district  contta,  see  how  verr 
few  fines  and  forfeitures  they  have  incnrred,  asa 
then  compare  them  with  any  class  of  citizens  yen 
please,  and  you  will,  I  am  confident,  Mr.  Chair- 
man, exculpate  them  from  such  dbingennona  ra- 
flections  as  have  been  animadverted  upon  in  this 
Committee.  Sir,  they  make  it  a  point  of  honor 
to  discourage  smuggling,  knowing  the  whole  rev- 
enue of  tbeiT  country  to  depend  upon  that  fidelity 
which  they  have  never  ceased  to  incnleate.  1 
cannot  but  persuade  myself  thaC  on  mature  re- 
flection, gentlemen  will  not  withhold  from  that 
class  of  the  community  the  protection  gnarantied 
to  them  by  the  constitution  of  their  countrf.  It 
is  a  iacl  well  known  to  this  Committee  that  the 
Federal  OonsiituiioD,  tinder  which  we  now  hold 
out  seats  in  this  House,  grew  ont  of  the  gre*!  itt- 
conveniences  we  then  experienced  in  our  eon- 
mercial  a&ira  with  foreign  naiiana.  Surety  they 
are  not  outlawed.  I  tnist  not  sir.  I  hope  hrrtrcr 
treatment  from  the  hands  of  my  country. 

te  the  true  history  and  the  eauae 


OB  yonr  nentrality  and  of  injnsticeon  your  i 
merce.  Sir,  when  the  present  continental  coali- 
tion Wiu  concluded,  the  "lords  of  the  ocean"  widt 
that  colossus  the  East  India  Company,  the  mai^ 
chants  tradiiw  firom  London  xo  the  continent  of 
Europe,  the  West  India  merchants,  and  some  of 
our  honest  adopted  citizens  from  Great  Btittun, 
all  agreed  with  common  consent  to  be  in  the  &sh- 
ion;  and  they  formed  a  coalition  against  yonr  com- 
merce, and  ordered  a  book  to  be  written,  in  which 
they  look  a  conspicuous  part,  called ''  War  in  Dis- 
guise." This  was  truly  on  their  part  vortn  dta- 
gw*e,  and  the  firsl.act  of  hostility  they  conunenced 
upon  your  unsuspecting  commerce;  and  I  hope 
they  may  ultimately  meet  the  iate  of  ail  other 
conlitioa^,  at  least  ai  far  as  respects  our  country,. 
Ther  had  ordeeed,  as  all  coalitioDs  do,  a  large 
supply  of  ammnnitjon ;  one  hundred  thotiaand 
copies  'of  this  instrumentaf  death  to  yoar  eont- 
meree  were  dlstribqted,  at  sixpeace  each,  to  all 
parts  of  the  British  dominions,  in  order  that  yont 
property  might  be  pidndered  for  the  use  of  the 
naval  commaoders,  who  could  no  longer  find  any 
other  property  on  the  ocean.  This  book  says, "  ihey 
must  retire  on  a  handsome'compeiencyat  the  close 
of  the  war,"  do  matter  from  whom  it  is  taken. 

Next  comes  the  Eastlodia  Company,  that  coloa- 
EOS  of  mercantile  avarice,  whose  monopoly  draws- 
into  its  vortex  all  the  demand  for  East  India  pro- 
duce in  Europe,  Your  lawful  commerce  to  those 
markets  interfered  with  them,  and  was  considered 


Next  come  the  merchanlauading  from  London 
to  the  continent  of  Europe.  They  attend  the- 
public  auctions,  porchase  your  condemned  TeaadS' 
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knd  theii  cargoes,  procure  a  license  from  their 
OoTeronieDt,  HDi]  send  thesame  cargo  on  their  owD 
accouni  to  the  very  market  four  owu  citizens  in- 
tended it  for. 

I  DOV  come  to  some  of  those  honest  adopted 
British  merchants  ;  and  in  order  to  elucidate  ibai 
subject,  I  will  beg  leave  to  read  a  copy  of  a  letter 
from  one  of  (be  firat  bouses  of  reapectabiLty  in 
L-ondoD,  said  to  be  in  the  confidence  of  the  Min- 

"  ThM  Goiemment  hu  gnuted  licenaei  to  noatnl 
vewela,  nho  take  in  a  pxopottion  of  their  cBrgoea  in 
OreU  Brilain,  to  proceed  to  the  Spanifh  coloQiea  to  the 
aouth  of  the  iine,  pionded  the  retarned  cargoei  &re  to 
be  brought  to  thja  coonti; ;  and  I  have  now  teveial  ei- 
peditioDi  of  thia  DBtnre  under  atj  diiectioD  for  the  ac- 
count of  houaee  on  the  continent,  who  prefer  nibjecting 
themielTss  to  the  condition!  Ministen  have  imposed 
for  the  toleration  of  (hat  tisde,  to  the  risk  of  detention 
and  its  conaequencei  even  in  the  event  of  netitntion." 

This  is  DO  fiction,  sir,  it  is  a  fact.  It  cnta  your 
commerce  like  a  two-edged  sword,  ioTolfea  your 
neutrality,  and  prevents  your  own  merchants  irom 
goinf;  to  the  same  market,  t be  proGl  on  which 
nltimalely  ceutres  in  Great  Britain.  There  are 
at  this  moment  British  agents  in  two  of  your  com- 
mercial cities,  and  I  suppose  more  io  other  parts 
of  the  United  Slates  as  well  as  in  Europe,  for  they 
swarm  on  the  industry  of  all  nations.  They  are 
acting  in  concert  to  carry  on  thi»  licensed  trade 
with  the  Spanish  colonies,  their  enemies  jeopard- 
izing your  neutraliiy,  to  the  manifest  injury  of  the 
real  American  merchants.  This  is  a  verv  valua- 
ble branch  of  commerce,  as  you  may  reaaily  sup- 
pose from  Ihe  price  that  sagacious  calculaiing  na- 
tion sets  upon  It.  Wbal  is  the  result  of  all  iliiB  7 
Why,sir,if  it  werenoi  for  the  interference  of  this 
very  Government,  so  much  extolled  at  the  expense 
of  your  own,  we  soould  cDJoy  the  benefit  ourselves. 
They  themselves  license  vessels  to  carry  on  a 
commerce,  which  if  pursued  by  your  citizens. 
without  their  permission,  is  sure  to  be  plundered, 
Thus,  sir,  that  Government  assails  your  commerce 
at  home,  and  condemns  it  abroad,  on  the  most 
vexatious  and  unwarrautabte  pretensions. 

Sir,  I  beg  leave  to  call  the  attention  of  the 
Committee  to  an  important  fact.  Examine  your 
treaty  with  Spain,  your  treaty  with  France,  your 
treaty  with  Holland,  your  treaties  with  some  of 
the  Northero  Powers,  what  do  they  say7  "Free 
ships  make  free  goods."  What  does  Great  Brit- 
ain say  ?  "You  shall  give  up  the  goods  of  my 
enemies,"  and  you  accede  to  it.  Is  this  recipro- 
cal? Is  it  iusl?  Is  it  not  a  humiliHliog  cooces- 
sioo?  Is  this  cause  o^  war?  What  says  that 
oracle,  that  celebrated  pamphlet,  on  this  occasion? 
Not  a  word,  sir;  it  is  as  silent  as  the  grave.  Who 
BOW  has  the  greatest  cause  of  complaint,  Great 
Britain  or  her  enemies?  Her  motto  is  "  Unlver' 
sal  domination  dver  the  seas" — ihe  common  high- 
way of  all  nations — and,  unless  you  assert  your 
rights,  you  will  be  swept  into  the  general  vortex. 
We  are  told  that  this  is  a  war  measure.  If  it  be 
true,  and  commercial  regulations  are  of  (hat  na- 
tore,  we  are  at  war  with  Great  Britain  at  this 
very  moment,  for  she  imposes  four  per  cent,  on 


ber  exports  to  our  country.  You  cannot  impose 
any  on  your  exports  to  that  country;  it  is  nncon- 
siilutional. 

In  the  course  of  dehate  on  this  subject,  the  hon- 
orable gentleman  from  Virginia  observed :  "  Is 
'  there  a  man  so  credulous  as  to  believe  that  we 
'  possess  a  capital  not  only  equal  to  what  may  be 
'  called  our  own  proper  trade,  but  large  enougli 
'  to  transmit  to  the  respective  parent  States  the 
'  vast,  wealthy  products  of  the  French,  Spanish, 
'  and  Dutch  colooies  ?"  I  will  not  pretena  to  say 
bow  much  of  this  wealth  we  do  carry  in  our  own 
vessels.  I  am  sure  we  do  not  transport  the  whole 
□f  it ;  hut  the  foUowiOjg  statement  of  the  capital 
employed  in  the  carrymg  trade,  (so  called,)  will 
show  that  we  have  suSicient  funds  to  load  our 
own  vessels,  and  that  it  is  worth  our  while  to  give 
it  protection : 

AgreaaUy  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treaanry's  ivpozt.  It 
appean  vre  had  the  laat  year,  672,000  tons  of  ihip- 
pmg  employed  in  fbraign  commerce,  the  net  revenue 
of  which  hH  been  called  the  carrying  trade 

$850,000 
Dedoct,  to  make  it  averege  with  the  tonnage 
of  the  la«t  thirteen  yean  of  oeutralt^      -     106,000 

746,000 

Five  hundred  and  fifty  thouaod  torn  of  American 
shipping  have  been  employed  in  Gireigo  commerce, 
per  Treasury  reports,  will  average  for  the  Uit  thir- 
teen years  neutrality,  calculating  at  the  low  estiniB> 
tloD  of  ana  voysige  per  annum  (some  veauU  make 
two  voyages,  and  other*  are  lost,)  it  will  leave  an 
average  of  Ibnrtaen  dollata  per  ton  net  gain  to  the 
United  Mate*  for  each  yeu,  ia     -       -  f7,T00,00» 

Freight  to  Gorope,  average  -       -       -       -       -  S3 

Bast  Indiea,  do 60 

West  Indies,  do        -        •        -        -        -  10 

Deduct  wsges,  prevMona,  eommiaiiDn*,  Insurance, 
4c 40 

AvefBge  per  ton  ------  43 

Calculating  thirteen  yean  of  neutrality,  from  Febni^ 
ry,  17»3,  to  Febmaiy,  IBOB,  tm  efiO,0O0  tons,  tho 
average,  is  above  Mated,  makes  $3,446,000  per  an- 
num, gained  in  the  canytng  trade.  It  must  be  ui^ 
derstood  that  the  freight  ia  calculated  on  the  jvoduM 
of  our  oTin  aoil,  aa  well  as  the  foreign  produce  car- 
ried in  our  vessels.  No  reference  to  proSc  is  made ; 
it  is  uncertain,  but  may  be  presumed  to  be  at  least 
ss  much  as  (he  freight      -        -        •  $104,446,000 

Add  to  this,  abont  the  actual  capital  of  all 
the  banki  in  the  United  Sutee  -     36,000,000 

To  this  must  be  added  fifty  per  cent.,  as 
moat  of  the  banks  divide  from  eight  to 
nine  per  cent,  per  annnm ;  and  aa  they 
are  only  altovfed  six  per  cent  per  an- 
num on  the  capital,  they  must  of  course 
loan  ODt  this  amount  to  the  nierohants 
and  others,  which  anawen  all  the  pnr- 
poeea  of  money  ....      17,600,000 

Total     ......    1B6,H6,000 
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It  aot  ihis  sD£BeieDt  capital  to  export  the  pro- 
dnee  of  our  owd  soil,  and  import  ihtt  of  other 
nations,  at  least  so  far  as  our  toanage  extends  1 
There  may  be  some  iDaccnracies  in  the  above 
atatemenis,  but  I  bdieve  they  are  snbsUDiially 

That  celebrated  book,  "  War  in  Disgoise"— the 
oracle  of  some  gentleroea — asserts  that  we  do  not 
use  euear  in  this  eouniry.  How  far  that  is  Ime, 
I  will  leave  the  Committee  to  decide.  I  believe 
wlien  the  premises  are  found  lo  be  false,  we  may 
Mmelude  that  very  little  reliance  can  be  placed  on 
die  other  assertions.  I  believe,  sir,  that  this  book 
was  designed  to  operate  a  double  purpose ;  first, 
M  attack  your  commerce  with  one  hand,  and  with 
the  other  throw  the  firebrend  between  yonr  agri- 
cultural asd  commercial  interests. 

Oenilemen  ma^r  talk  about  a  foreign  Govern- 
Bc&t  fightiag  for  iti  rery  existmce.  f  believe  it ; 
b«t,  air,  I  entreat  them  to  look  at  faooM.  See  what 
(hiB  book  and  the  emiraarles  of  tbat  nation  aim  to 
accomplish.  Beware  of  them  !  I  believe  It  is  a 
deadly  blow  aimed  at  your  own  eiisteace  by  pro- 
moting discord  and  dissensions  among  the  clash- 
ing ioterests  of  your  extensive  country,  the  issue 
ofwbich  no  human  foresight  can  preaict. 

After  all  this,  shall  we  not  relieve  our  citizens 
who  are  held  in  slavery?  Shall  we  let  commerce 
protect  itself  1  Shall  we  do  nothing?  Tes,  sir, 
we  will  demand  satisfhction.  The  love  of  coun- 
try is  not  yet  extinguished  in  the  breast  of  Amer- 
icans. No^  sir,  it  is  their  birthright;  it  is  inhe- 
rent in  their  very  nature. 

We  have  heard  a  great  deal  about  neutral  rights 
uaoHc  nations.  There  is  «o  aucb  thing  m  this 
day.  Sir.  I  consider  them  all  alike.  Power  is 
right.    The  following  will  show  it: 

The  ship  Little  Cornelia,  belonging  to  the  dis- 
trict whicti  I  have  the  honor  to  repreaent,  was 
Uken  and  carried  into  Great  Britain.  The  cap- 
tain informed  his  owner  she  was  likely  to  be  con- 
demned. The  nem  of  thi  utatHlatton  af  Ulm 
knives;  the  decree  of  the  Court  of  Admirallf  is 
antpended.  A  few  days  afterwards  Lord  Nelson's 
Ticlory  is  announoed )  and,  when  the  court  oMt, 
ahe  was  condemned,  vessel  and  cargo.  You  can 
ND  iBote  dcpejrd  upon  the  dootTinee  of  lt«r  Courts 
of  Admiralty  than  you  can  ■pon  her  Ministry. 
Witaess  the  correspondence  between  your  late 
HhiiHet,  Mr.  Kivg,  and  Lord  Hawkeshnry.  ffir, 
there  is  a  kind  of  legerdemain  in  all  this  business 
to  filch  you  of  your  property.  Sir  William  Scott, 
whose  private  character  (out  of  ofGce)  Is  very 
much  respected,  is,  if  I  am  correctly  informed, 
one  of  the  Privj'  Couocil  \  and  it  is  there,  sir,  that 
yoor  neutral  lights  are  arbitrated,  according  to 
the  favorable  or  adverae  news  they  may  hav»  re- 
ceived. 

Sir,  I  will  not  ple4ge  myself  for  this  g«utle- 
man's  or  thai  ff«>ilenaa'*  retolution ;  but,  sir,  I 
will  agree  to  adopt  such  strong  aMaiiues  at  shall 
command  rednaes.  I  will  not  tamely  submit  to 
such  lawless  aggiesitoos.  No,  sir,  I  wHl  not. 
We  *re  aot  sent  bere  to  legislate  fen:  any  pMtieu- 
lar  section  of  our  couotiv;  we  are  sent  to  promote 
A«  gmeral  welfare,    i  hope,  and  do-  repose  that 


confidence  in  thb  honorable  body,  that  we  shall 
unite  in  one  common  cause,  ahd  rally  round  oar 
Constitution;  give  protection  to  the  North,  to  the 
South,  to  the  Bast,  and  to  the  West ;  and,  as  die 
storm  threatens,  place  full  powers  in  the  hands  of 
our  political  captain  to  guide  the  ship,  weathet 
out  the  storm,  and  coaduct  the  baik  to  her  de- 
sired haven. 

Mr.  Cbardler. — Mr.  Chairman,  unaccustomed 
as  I  am  to  public  speaking,  it  is  with  extreme  dif- 
fidenee  thai  I  rise  to  make  a  l«w  observatMns  on 
the  measures  now  under  eonsidention ;  bat  th« 
■object  is  so  important  that  I  am  unwilling  to 
give  a  silent  vote. 

It  appears  to  be  acknowlodged  by  all  the  gentle- 
men who  have  spoken  before  m^  that  we  havo 
just  cause  of  complaint  against  Qreat  Britain: 
that  she  has  impressed  our  seamen  and  compelled 
them  to  serve  on  boatd  her  shipj  of  wa^  to  tlte 
number  of  several  thousand ;  that  she  holds  them 
in  the  most  degradiiig  servitude,  and  compek 
them  to  tight  her  battfes  against  a  nation  with 
whom  we  are  at  peace,  ana  that  ahe  has  seized 
and  condemned,  contrary  to  the  laws  of  nations, 
and  usage,  our  ships  and  property  to  a  very  large 
amount.  This  fact.  Mr.  Chairman,  is  so  evident 
and  notorious,  that  it  would  be  trifling  with  the 
time  of  this  Committee,  were  I  to  attempt  to  in- 
troduce new  evidence  to  prove  it 

This  point  being  concededj  it  then  remains  ts 
be  determined  whether  we  will  tamely  submit  to 
these  wanton  aggressions  upon  octr  rights  as  an 
independent  and  a  neutral  nation,  or  have  recourse 
to  measures  of  some  kind  calculated  to  obtain  re- 
dress for  the  past,  and  security  for  the  future. 
The  first,  Mr.  Chairman,  ought  to  he  put  out  of 
the  question.  To  submit,  without  oppostiion.  to 
so  wanton  and  so  flagrant  violation  of  our  rignta, 
would  render  us  unworthy  the  name  ^  Ameri- 
cans. For  what  did  we  contend  withjfris  aanie 
Qreat  Britain  in  1775  and  the  strcceeflng  yeatst 
When  we  were  few  in  numbers,  and  at  first  with- 
out arms,  without  ammunition,  without  mone]^ 
or  other  established  resources,  and  vHthout  alltea? 
Sir,  a  Warren,  a  McClary,  a  Montgomerf,  a 
Mercer,  and  a  host  of  heroes,  foORbt,  and  bled, 
and  died — for  what  7  For  the  rigotSj  tbe  liber- 
ties, the  freedom,  and  indepeoitence  of  our  coan- 
iry.  And  shall  we,  Mr.  Chairman,  vrithout  one 
effort,  surrender  those  dear-bougbt  rights  and 
privileges,  the  price  of  which  was  the  best  Uood 
of  our  countrymen?  No,  air,  we  abail  not,  we 
wilt  not  do  it;  our  faces  would  be  covered  with 
shame,  and  disgrace  as  well  as  iajury  descend  to 
OUT  children.  But,  sir,  this  Committee  will  aot 
consent  to  a  surrender  of  those  rights,  which  ther 
are  constituted  to  guard  and  protect.  They  will, 
I  presume,  at  least  a  great  maJDrity  of  itteiD,  be 
disposed  to  take  measures  sumcientty  strong  to 
compel  that  haogbty  nation  to  do  us  ioattce. 

I  believe,  Mr.  Chairman,  the  only  difference  ■■  , 
opinion  with  most  of  us  is,  what  measarea  will  be 
most  likely  to  have  the  desired  eAct,  witk  the 
least  injury  to  ourselves.  For  my  own  part  I 
was  in  favor  of  the  resolution  hid  on  the  tnle  \tf 
tbe  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania.    I  allude  to 
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tbe  one  wbicb  haa  been  aeveial  days  under  dis- 
cussion. 1  was  in  favor  of  it,  becauK  I  believe  it 
would  be  tbe  most  efieciual ;  and  no  tasm  I  (bink 
can  doubt  onr  rigbt  to  adopt  sucb  a  measure,  il 
being  only  a  commercial  regulation,  sucb  as  every 
independent  nation  may  rightfully  mke  when- 
ever her  inleiesi  or  convenience  require  it.  It 
would,  in  my  opinion,  be  most  likelv  to  eflect  oiu 
object,  because  it  would  most  deeply  touch  that 
tender  point,  their  interest;  and  it  is  their  in- 
terest ^lich  governs  them.  If  we  forsake  tbeir 
workshops  sod  warehouses,  it  will  msteriaily 
affect  their  manufactures  and  trade.  Indeed,  to 
use  the  language  of  the  gentleman  from  Peansyl- 
T«aia,  it  will  reach  the  vitals  of  her  commerce ; 
lutd  if  it  were  to  go  to  tbe  vitaU  of  their  nation, 
the  fault  is  not  ours;  tbey  are  the  aggressors,  we 
act  on  the  defensive  only.  If,  sir,  that  nation  has 
two  miUioit  of  people  employed  inthcctolh  maji- 
u&clure  aloDiL  a*  was  stated  by  a  gentleman 
Ifom  Maryland,(wbich number, however,  I  think 
too  large,)  she  must  at  least  have  four  millions 
in  the  whole  enaployed  in  manufactures  of  all 
kinds.  We  take  from  her  of  these  manufactures 
to  the  aoiouat  of  thirty  millions  annually — a  mnr- 
Itel  for  wliich  she  cannot  fiud  elsewhere.  Inter- 
dict the  importation  of  her  goods,  and  wbat  is  the 
consequence  t  She  cannot  pay,  and  therefore  can- 
not employ  her  workmen.  She  will  not  find  her 
account  in  manufaoturing  goods  annually  to  the 
amount  of  thirty  millions  of  dollars  more  than 
she  can  find  a  market  for ;  therefore  her  work- 
men, at  least  one  million  of  them,  will  be  out  of 
employment.  How  are  they  to  subsist  1  How 
can  they  get  their  bread  ?  Other  means  they  have 
sot:  they  cannot  find  any  other  occupatioa;  and, 
if  they  could,  they  are  not  fitted  for  tbem.  This 
derangement  of  Dusinesi^  must  be  severely  felt; 
their  merchantsand  manufacturers  will,  I  believe, 
be  persuasive  advocates  for  us.  I'hey  will  feel 
the  evil,  and  will  powertuUy  press  the  Govern- 
ment to  do  us  justice.  The  Minister  will  be  con- 
Tinced  of  (he  danger.  He  will  be  careful  not  to 
auffer  our  custom  to  he  diverted  from  England  ; 
Jot  he  knows  if  the  ebannel  of  our  trade  is  once 
tamed,  it  will  not  easily,  if  ever,  be  restored.  He 
will  pause  before  he  finally  drives  his  best  cua- 
tomer  to  ih«  necessity  of  leaving  him ;  for  h*  can- 
not be  igDoract  that  out  trade,  consisting  of  the 
exportation  of  raw  materials,  and  the  imporlation 
of  wrought  mUmfacturen,  will  be  courieo  by  other 
naiioDs,  wko  will  soon  find  it  for  their  interest  to 
accommodate  us  with  a  supply  of  out  demands 
en  satisfactory  terms.  I  consider,  Mr.  Chairman, 
that  oar  commerce  is  and  will  be  so  available  to 
the  nations  of  Europe,  as  to  furnish  us  the  means 
of  commanding  respect  and  procuring  justice  by 
commercial  regulations.  I  have  no  fear  that  Great 
Britain  will  venture  on  a  war  with  us;  but  if, 
from  a  predetermioaiioa  to  qnairel  with  us  at  all 
events,  she  should  make  a  commercial  regulation, 
or  any  other  of  our  meaHUres,  a  pretext  for  hos-. 
tilities,  notwithstanding  all  that  has  been  said  on 
the  floor  of  this  House  by  certain  gentlemen,  to 
disparage  the  troop*  or  militia  of  our  own  coun- 
try, and  of  our  weakness,  inferiority,  and  inability 


to  defend  ourselres,  and  to  prove  the  invincible 

Sower  of  Great  Britain,  yet  I  trust  she  would  still 
nd  us  Am 


Bennington,  Bemeo's  Height  Saratoga,  Eutaw 
Springs,  King's  Mountain,  Yoiktown.  Tripoli, 
Derne,  and  man^  other  places,  which  nave  wit- 
nessed the  heroism  of  our  citizen  soldiers  and 
seamen  7  If  tbe^  have.  Great  Britain  has  not,  nor 
has  the  American  nation.  Our  country  pos- 
sesses ample  means  of  defence,  and  will  be  found 
to  have  spirit  enough  to  use  ihem  when  necessity 

Mr.  Chairman^  whatever  measures  we  may 
adopt,  I  consider  it  of  impoitaoce  that  we  should 
enter  upon  them  with  a  majority  as  nearly  ap- 
proaching to  unanimity  as  possible,  and,  tnere- 
fore,  although  I  should  piefer  a  total  non-importa- 
tion to  this  proposition  for  prohibiting  certain 
enumerated  articles  of  British  manufactures,  yet 
as  the  principle  is  the  same,  and  tbe  difference  is 
only  in  the  degree  of  its  application,  I  am  willing 
to  meet  other  gentlemen  on  this  middle  groun£ 
Perhaps  (bis  measure  may  prove  efficacious;  if 
30  we  shall  be  satisfied  ;  if  not,  I  presume  the  na- 
tion and  Congress,  at  aootber  session,  will  be  pre- 
pared and  determined  to  have  recourse  to  such 
measures  as  the  God  of  nature  has  placed  withia 
our  power  to  protect  our  national  rights.  Under 
this  impression  1  shall  give  my  vote  for  the  teso- 
Imion,  and  wail  the  event. 

Mr.  J.  Randolph.— I  should  have  been  belter 
pleased  if  the  gentleman  who  has  so  eloquently 
^inled  the  wrongs  which  we  have  received  from 
Britain  had,  instead  of  telline  us  of  tbe  disease, 

Jointed  out  the  remedy.  The  gentleman  a  few 
ays  ago  offered  himself  as  a  collateral  security 
for  tbeTacls  slated  by  the  President  and  our  il1as> 
Irious  Minister  at  the  Court  of  London.     Did  the 

Sentleman  believe  that  what  we  could  not  take 
■Ota  them,  we  should  accept  from  him  ?  That 
our  commerce  has  been  pirated  npon  and  our 
seamen  impressed  we  all  knew  before.  But  where 
is  the  remedy  1  Gentlemen  say  they  are  for  taking 
commanding  eround,  that  will  insure  respecL 
Where  is  ill  Let  tbem  give  in  tbeir  project  Is 
this  the  remedy,  or  is  this  tbe  time  1  Geailemea 
lell  us  we  oiight  not  to  stop  short  of  indemnity  for 
the  past  and  security  for  the  future.  Are  they 
then  for  goine  to  war  with  Britain  on  tbe  same 
ground  which  Mr.  Pitt  took  with  the  French  Re- 
public 7  Do  they  expect  success  in  their  project  7 
And  is  peace  to  be  destroyed,  and  the  interests  of 
this  people  compromiited,  until  what  tbey  please 
to  call  indemnity  nod  security  shall  be  obtained  ? 
Are  they  for  going  to  war  with  Spain  and  France, 
and  making  a  similar  convention  with  tbem  that 
we  some  time  since  made  with  Brilaio  for  spolia- 
tions committed  on  our  commerce,  and  then  by  a 
kind  of  legerdemain  draw  from  our  own  pockets 
wherewith  to  pay  for  those  very  spoliations  7  Is 
this  the  indemnity  they  expect  to  olitaio  T  I  want 
none  of  iL  I  almost  dread  to  see  a  conveoiioa 
with  any  Power  across  the  Atlantic,  with  a  stipu- 
lation to  pay  money,  as  I  feat  its  only  tendansf 
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vould  be  to  deprire  us  of  that  we  have  left. 
Make  any  fOrt  of  conveotion  yon  please,  and 
■ometbing  will  scarcely  fail  to  fall  out  between 
the  cup  and  ibe  tip,  by  which  you  will  have  to 
pay  the  debts  dtte  10  you  by  others.  By  some 
sort  of  legerdemain,  ibe  money  of  your  bona  fide 
citizens  will  get  into  the  pockets  of  your  di- 
plomaiista  or  their  creatures  on  this  and  tbe 
other  side  of  the  water,  into  the  hands  of  bureau 
men,  of  counting-house  politicians.  But  I  Snd 
gentlemen  undertake  to  say,  because  I  am  iadis-i 
posed  lo  go  to  war,  I  am  the  adrocate  and  apolo- 
gist of  Great  Brilain ;  and  because  I  quote  the 
able  pamphleteer,  who  stands  forth  the  godfather 
of  the  doctrines  contained  in  it,  T  abjure  them  ; 
and  so  far  from  costing  me  six  cents,  they  cost 
me  one  hundred  and  Gny  ;  and  I  consider  that  a 
belter  bargain  than  the  other  pamphlet,  which  did 
not  coat  me  a  sous.  Am  I  to  be  considered  as 
the  apologist  of  Britain,  because  ihedefeBceof 
this  country  has  been  committed  to  weak  advo- 
cates, or  because  its  cause  has  been  weakly  de- 
fended or  treacherously  abandoned?  No;  I  am 
the  advocate  of  the  circumstances  of  the  limes — 
of  the  Constitution  of  this  people— of  common 
aenae — of  expedieQcy.  What  does  the  gentleman 
from  New  York  tefl  you?  I  admire  the  resent- 
ment be  feels  for  the  wrongs  committed  on  our 
country,  and  1  enteriain  a  respect  for  him.  He 
lelU  yon  everything  I  have  told  you — Ibat  Ameri- 
can merchants  are  employed  in  covering  enemy's 
property.  No,  he  draws  a  distinction  between 
native  and  adopted  merchants;  and  says  that  be 
considers  the  latter  as  the  root  of  the  evil.  I 
agree  that  this  trade  is  carried  on  by  foreigners 
naturalized  among  ns.  Boi  the  gentleman  says 
the  other  nations  of  Europe  treat  us  on  the  prin- 
ciple that  free  ships  make  free  goods;  while 
Qreat  Britain  treats  us  on  the  opposite  principle 
and  contends  for  the  principle  of  contraband  of 
war,  and  tbe  liability  of  enemy's  property  to 
teiznre.  Why  is  there  this  difference? 
those  who  treat  on  the  principle  of  the 
bentm  find  it  (heir  interest  to  treat  on  this  prin- 
ciple. But  do  they  who  have  the  mastery  of  the 
ocean  consider  it  as  their  interest  7  And  yet  the 
gentleman  arraigns  one  country  for  being  gov- 
erned by  her  own  interest,  while  he  apolauds  an- 
other for  being  governed  by  the  same  feelings. 

But  the  genileman  says  the  Federal  Constiiuiion 
grew  out  of  commerce.  Indeed  !  I  have  always 
nnderstood  it  grew  out  of  the  feeble  and  lax  state 
of  our  Federation.  I  have  no  doubt  the  regula- 
tion of  commerce,  and  the  hope  of  obtaining  an 
adequate  reFCoae,  aided  its  formation.  But  will 
the  gentleman  undertake  to  say  the  Constitution 
was  made  to  give  us  the  mastery  of  the  seas?  If 
BO,  1  will  be  glad  to  see  bow  he  makes  it  out.  Will 
be  say  the  finger  of  Heaven  points  to  war? 

The  gentleman  informs  us  thai  Oreat  Britain 
lays  an  export  duty.  This  is  tbe  best  reason  the 
___.. __..„.__ ...        ^.^^^^_ 


rival  her  in  her  manufactures.  But  it  is  said  you 
cannot  lay  such  a  duty  on  your  articles.  Thank 
Ood,  yon  cannot— may  it  always  be  so.    la  the 


first  session  in  which  I  was  in  Congress,  I  heard 
a  eenlleman  from  Massachusetts,  then  in  the  Chair 
of  this  House,  deplore  our  inability  to  carry  on 
war  measures  with  Fraoce,wheo,  if  weconid  onlr 
have  laid  a  duty  of  one  or  two  dollars  a  hogshead, 
on  tobacco,  we  miebt  have  been  enabled  to  carry 
them  on.  1  said,  then,  I  was  glad  we  were  prohib- 
ited from  laying  such  a  duty.  I  now  nj  »o.  I 
think  it  the  wisest  provision  in  the  OonstitmioD. 
It  was  the  opinion  of  the  greatest  man  that  ever 
lived,  or  ever  will  live,  that  the  cause  of  Ibe  ad- 
vantages of  England  over  France  in  1756  waa, 
that  France,  instead  of  being  satisfied  with  her 
superiority  on  the  continent,  by  attempting  to  prt»- 
tect  commerce  and  distant  colonies,  strove  for  the 
mastery  of  the  sea.  This  infotuation  carried  hei 
from  her  proper  element,  and  enabled  Qreat  Brit- 
ain to  affgrandize  herself  on  tbe  ocean.  The  mo- 
ment that  France  attempts  to  cope  witif  Qreat 
Britain  on  the  ocean  she  lays  bare  the  beel  of 
Achilles,  and  exposes  her  most  vulnerable  point  to 
her  adversary ;  and  this  it  was  tbat  in  the  opin- 
ion of  Chatham,  turned  tbe  late  of  that  war  ao 
memorably  conducted  under  his  auspices.  Bat  it 
seems  the  late  news  from  Enrope  is  to  hare  some 
effects  on  our  discusiions.  On  this  news  the  ftie 
of  this  nation  is  to  be  suspended.  Bat,  from  its 
complexion,  I  draw  a  conclusion  diametrically  op- 

Eosite  from  that  inferred  by  gentlemen.  I  cannot 
elp  it.  Gentlemen  may  cut  me  a  British  parti- 
aan,  as,  when  the  doors  were  closed,  they  called  me 
a  Spanish  partisan ;  or  as,  when  I  first  came  into 
public  life,  I  was  colled  a  French  partisan.  Be  It 
so.  I  cannot  agree  to  take  these  measures  for  the 
defence  of  a  trade  which  does  not  amonni  tomota 
than  eight  per  cent,  npon  onr  whole  commerce^ 
For  sac^  Is  tbe  state  of  our  tonnage,  thai  tbe  for- 
eign tonnage  does  not  exceed  fourteen  per  eeni.of 
the  whole.  What  is  onr  fair  proportion?  Fifty 
per  cent.  Instead  of  this,  we  have  eighty-five  per 
cent.,  and  for  the  other  fourteen.  For  this  graap- 
all,  lose-all  principle,  the  nation  is  new  to  be 
plunged  into  a  war.  I  say  1  am  unwilling  to  grasp 
at  a  shadow  and  lose  tbe  substance — to  jeopardtie 
the  whole  commerce  of  the  United  States  in  a  vain 
attempt  to  engross  the  commerce  of  the  world. 
But,  whatever  may  be  the  decision  of  Congress 
in  relation  to  this  business,  I  hope  to  see  one  thiog 
done  before  we  rise :  I  hope  to  see  the  resolution 
which  was  under  consideration  yesterday  acted 
on  affirmatively  or^negatively,  or  withdrawn;  and 
not  for  a  light  reason.  It  hangs  as  a  dead  weight 
on  the  price  of  every  article  of  our  produce.  It 
has  already  depressed  the  prices  of  your  rice,  cot- 
ton, flour,  and  tobacco.  And  I  am  astonished  to 
see  measures  permitted  to  be  hung  up  in  lermrtm 
for  no  possible  good  purpose  whatever. 

The  gentleman  from  New  York  has  given  ttt 
an  animated  picture  of  the  despotism  of  the  Brit* 
ish  on  the  ocean.  Would  tbsi  that  despotism  did 
not  exist!  But  will  the  gentleman,  sapposing 
success  on  onr  part  possible,  say,  that  if  we  sac- 
ceed  in  breaking  down  tbe  tyranny  of  Qreat  Brit- 
ain on  the  ocean,  another  Power  will  not  succeed 
to  its  mastery  ?  No ;  its  only  effect  will  be,  that 
the  same  Power  wfaicti  is  now  the  tyrant  m  the 
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UDd,«)ll  be  then  almthe  trrantofihaoeeaD.  Il 
will  beattU  ber  intcren  todiire  Ds  tiom  the  ocean; 
to  vex  and  oppre«s  our  trmde— there  will  be  only  a 
change  ofmasier* — with  this  differeDce,  that  there 
will  remain  no  Powet  to  balance  that  of  out  ene- 
my.  Bui  gentlemen  reiteme  the  qaeaEion,  Wilt 
you  do  nothing  7  1  have  always  thought  it  better 
to  remain  idle  than  to  do  what  wou^  be  wotae 
than  nothing.  Bat  I  would  uke  this  course:  I 
would  remoDSirate  with  Britain ;  1  would  tell  her 
of  the  wrongs  done  to  the  American  people;  I 
would  tell  her  how  absurd  it  was  for  her,  under 
existing  eiroumitanees,  to  compel  ns  to  throw  our 
weight  into  the  scale  of  her  enemy ;  I  would  pot 
this  question  home  lo  her,  Are  yon  mad  enough 
to  increase  the  number  of  yonreaemieif  Do  you 
value  paMfc  opinion  as  nothioE  1    This  is  the  hn- 

Sage  I  would  bold,  and  woaU  treat  with  her  on 
r,  on  reciprocal  principles;  not  on  the  princi- 
ples of  the  Delphic  c««cle — a  reciprocity  to  the 
ear,  but  not  to  the  sense.  But,  truly,  if  gentle- 
men are  for  going  to  war,  for  enforcing  a  rignt  bot- 
tomed on  the  principle  that  free  ships  make  free 
^oods,  they  may  mate  war  till  there  is  not  a  Brit- 
nh  plank  on  the  ocean;  for  they  never  will  cede, 
they  DCTer  ought  to  cede,  this  principle.  I  say 
they  ottght  not,  for  I  take  it  for  granted  that  na- 
tion will  be  goremed  by  Ministers  of  common 
sense ;  and  no  such  Minister  but  must  see  a  death- 
blow to  British  greatness  in  the  establishment  of 
k.  Ar«  yon,  therefore,  the  advocates  of  this  na- 
tion, because  you  sar  they  ought  not  to  give  up 
what  they  never  will  surrender — what  they  can- 
not give  up  without  committing  a/elocieae^  Yes, 
tit,  I  have  said  what  I  am  wiQing  to  do.  There 
is  a  pending  negotiation :  and  the  late  events  in 
Barepe,  while  they  will  greatly  hcilitate  that 
negotiation,  make  it  your  intereet  not  to  co-oper- 
ate in  puitinff  down  this  people,  unless  yon  think 
it  the  safest  Tor  the  world  that  the  sceptre  of  the 
•ea  h4  the  land  should  be  in  the  same  hands 

Hr.  I,  Ci^T  said  he  was  sorry  the  Committee 
Wfn  determined  to  press  this  subject.  He  be- 
lieved a  delay  of  four  or  five  days  wonld  be  im- 
portant ;  he  therefore  moved  that  the  Committee 
should  riM. 

Hr.  A[.0Toti  said,  it  wonld  certainly  be  tinie- 
eesaary>for  the  Coaamlttee  to  rise,  with  a  view  to 
decide  upon  tbe  reaolution  offered  by  the  gentle- 
manfn>mFeBiisylvaDi«,(Hr.ORBaa.)  TheCom- 
mittee  having  reAtsed  in  the  firat  instance  to  take 


up  this  resolution,  end  having  acted  upon  that 
iraieh  hud  b«en  submitted  bv  the  gentleman  f  ~ 
Maryland,  (Mr.  Niobolbon,)  was  «  sufficient 


deace  of  the  aeiwe  of  this  House  as  to  its  final  adop- 
tion or  rejectioo.  The  newspapers  emanating 
from  this  place  to  all  parts  of  the  United  States 
wonld  convey  the  sense  of  the  Honse  as  fuUv  upon 
the  reeolntioD  as  thongh  a  final  vote  should  have 
been  taken ;  and  sboDid  the  resolution  tiered  by 
the  gentleman  from  Maryland  be  now  decided 
upon,  and  agreed  to,  every  one  wonld  be  satisfled 
that  the  one  offered  by  the  gentleman  from  Penn- 
sylvania would  not  be  adopted. 

Mr.  A.  said  it  was  time — high  time— that  ibis 
HouM  had  come  to  some  detenniBalioa  upon  this 


important  sabjeet.  It  was  lime  that  the  public 
mind  was  put  to  rest.  It  was  time  that  tbe  Amer- 
ican people  were  informed  of  che  extent  that  we 
iutendedtogo,Bndof  the  steps  we  intended  to  take 
towards  Oreat  Britain,  in  order  to  meet  the  ag- 
■      "   '      -'    -  "  lent  upon 

country.  He  vetily  did  b&- 
the  resolution  submiiied  by  the  gentleman 
from  Maryland,  the  merits  of  which  it  was  in  order 
upon  the  present  motion  (o  discusF,  better  calea- 
lated  to  have  the  desired  effect  upon  that  Govern- 
ment on  whom  it  was  intended  to  operate,  than 
other  plan  or  projeetwhich  had  been  submit- 
or  talked  of,  inasmuch  as  it  was  only  a  com- 
mercial regalation  or  restriction  acknowledged 
by  all  Qovemments  in  the  world  to  be  perfectly 
within  the  control  of  every  independent  nation. 
Some  gentlemen  had  thought  it  not  sufficiently 
strong— that  something  more  efficient  should  be 
adopted.  For  bis  part,  he  did  believe  it  much 
stronger,  as  to  the  effect  it  would  have  in  bring- 
ing Oreat  Britain  to  terras  of  amicableadjuMmenI, 
than  that  which  had  been  submitted  by  the  gen- 
tleman from  Pennsylvania,  and  which  was  now 
sleeping  on  the  table.  This,  Mr.  A.  said,  was  that 
kino  of  commercial  tesuiaiion  that  carried  with 
it  the  aroeamnce  of  a  determination  to  persevere 
in  it ;  and,  in  his  humble  opinion,  it  was  well  cal- 
culated to  distress  that  nation  who  had  so  long 
persisted  in  a  regular  system  of  aggression  towarib 
us.  On  tbe  contrary,  that  which  had  been  sub- 
mitted by  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  was 
such  a  one  as  Oreat  Britain  would  plainly  di«- 
cover  we  mirsdves  did  not  mean  to  persevere  in, 
because  it  would  readily  be  seen,  thai,  while  it 
diitressed  her,  it  would  be  et^uall^r  iDJurioos  to  ns. 
Another  reason  suggested  itselt  why  he  would 
prefer  the  resolution  now  under  discussion.  It 
seemed  to  be  understood,  on  all  sides,  let  which 
should  be  adopted,  or  whatever  course  should  be 
pursued,  that  no  system  was  to  go  into  operation 
mimediately— (hat  full  time  was  to  be  given  for 
attempt  at  friendly  negotiation.  Il  was  intend- 
as  an  expression  of  public  sentiment.  It  was, 
therefore,  of  great  importance  to  this  nation,  that 
the  sentiment  expressed  should  be  with  as  much 
unanimity  as  possible.  It  was  evident  to  all  that 
the  resolution  offered  br  the  gentleman  from  Peon- 
sylvaoia,  from  the  violent  opnosition  il  had  met 
with,  could  not,  if  carried  at  all,  be  carried  by  that 
majority  that  the  oue  now  under  disonssion  could. 
If.  therefore,  he  in  the  6rst  insUnee  had  been  in 
favor,  he  should,  after  the  discussion  which  bad 
already  taken  place,  think  himself,  for  the  sake  of 
harmony  alone,  perfectly  justified  in  abandoning 
it  The  resolntion  now  under  discussion,  which 
was  offered  by  tbe  gentleman  from  Maryland, 
could  not  be  objeeied  to,  as  the  other  bad  bMo,  <hl 
the  ground  of  its  being  in  any  manner  whatever 
oUculated  to  produce  war,  if  adopted  in  the  full 
extent  in  which  it  was  sabmiited.  The  object  of 
the  ereseni  resolution  is  a  prohibition  of  certain 
articles,  the  growth  and  manufacture  of  Oreat 
Britain  and  her  dependencies,  from  being  imported 
into  the  United  States ;  most  of  which  articles, 
Hr.  A.  said,  be  was  advised  by  ihoee  better  ae- 
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^tinted  ihao  hinuelf  wild  laecavBtiLe  trw 
lions,  could  ba  obiained  frsm  other  countries ;  and 
diosewhteh  eould  not  beobfaioed,  we  could  eitlwi 
do  »ery  well  wiihout,  or  r«i»e  wiihin  oaitelrei. 
What  effect,  then,  would  thii  measure  have  opon 
Oi«al  Britain?  Wo  peiioQ  woald  dear  ibat  it 
would  lessen  in  her  ows  countTy  the  vaiiM  of  her 
maaefftCEures.  Whilst  oar  citizens  at  home  were 
perfeotly  eoDteat,  the  voice  of  the  aitis«D,  the  Ban- 
nfacturer,  and  the  laborer  in  Qreat  Britain,  would 
be  raised  BKainst  the  afgrewioDS  comailled  by 
their  own  Oovernment.  whioh  caosed  ui,  sad  in 
fact  compelled  us,  in  ssif-tlefeMe,  to  em v  iaio  the 
reffulatioa  proposed. 
It  has  ba«a  said  by  the  geatleniaii  from  Qoorgia, 

IHr.  Early,}  and  aliothe  genttevMn  froai  Mary- 
and  (Mr.  Nto«oj:.aon,)  that  the  Bf  rieulturiit  was 
lot  intereated  in  the  carrying  trade.  AtihoDgb, 
Mr.  AuTON  said,  be  Jioew  rery  little  about  coco- 
meroial  nutters,  never  bavtng  been  concerned  in 
mereaolile  transactions,  yet  be  thoughl  be  eonld 
prove  to  tbe  Committee,  and  to  the  world,  thai 
they  were  inseparably  eonneeted  tc^ether,  and 
the  price  wbkh  the  agricuknrist  obtained  for  bis 
proaace  greatly  depended  upon  the  eneeiil'age- 
nent  and  ]»roteelii}B  given  by  Qoveramcnt  to  (his 
Tcrycareying  trade.  Whetliertbe  ptodiKe raised 
bf  tbe  eoDStilUMHs  of  the  geollemaD  froia  Qeor- 
gm  and  (he  genitemaa  from  Maryland  is  carried 
first  to  tbe  West  lodies,  and  excbaoeed  for  art^ 
eles  the  growth  and  manufactDre  of  inose  islands, 
and  iben  brenaht  to  this  cowotry  and  resfatppcd  to 
Europeaa  raarlieli,  be  wonld  not  pretend  to  aay; 
but  tbis  much  he  would  sav,  and  say  it  tr«ly,  that 
tbe  greater  part  of  the  produce  raised  by  bis  cou- 
slitoent*  first  found  a  market  in  the  West  lodiea, 
was  there  ciohanged  for  tbe  prodnetiotis  of  those 
islands,  and  thai  canted  to  (he  mother  countrite; 
by  which  means  the  value  was  greatlr  enhanced. 
On  tbe  contrary,  if  this  earrying  traae  shall  got 
be  protected,  and  this  mode  of  excbange  of  pro- 
duce is  put  an  end  to,  what  will  beoome  of  die 
large  qaaoiity  of  corn  and  pork  raised  in  tUs 
country,  wbich  finds  a  marhet  nowhere  else  1— 
Everybody  knows  tbere  is  not  specie  in  tbcse 
isIaBdi  eafficieot  (o  purchase  it,  ana  if  ecchanged 
for  West  India  produce,  oar  markets  aroalsetuly 
overstocked;  no  OMrcbaDt  wilt  buy  our  ptodaee, 
to  exchaage  for  aa  article  thai  mmt  rot  in  bis 
warebonse.  It  must,  (herdore,  evidcaily  appear 
to  ev«rvbody  that  unlens  our  com  aad  onr  pork 
are  einbaitged  for  West  India  produce,  and  that 

Educe  permitted  to  be  sent  abroad  to  Gad  a  mar- 
,  large  quantities  muft  and  will  be  wasted  io 
(he  bams  and  graaaries  of  those  who  raise  iL 

It  could  not,  therefore.  Mr.  A.  said,  be  expected 
from  him,  (D  abandon  to  Qreat  Briraiathe^neiple 
by  her  contended  for,  when  the  greater  part  of  (be 
produce  raised  by  his  constinienls  consistad  in 
the  articles  of  corn  and  pork.  He  believed  he 
might  say  with  safety,  that  no  part  of  tbe  United 
States,  for  the  same  extent  of  territory,  raised  »o 
equal  proportion  of  those  two  articles  with  that 
he  had  the  honor  of  representing  upon  this  floor. 
He  ihoiigbt  it,  therefore,  clearly  proved,  that  if 
pro^Qce  of  this  tountiy  now  oanied  to  tne  Wtst , 


India  iaUnda  was  to  be  dispoKd  of  for  iMthiog 
hot  speuie,  and  for  arUcles  which  were  only  to  be 
nocawned  in  the  United  Slates,  that  a  graat  dft- 
pressioD  of  the  prita  of  our  produce  must  inevitar 
oly  fallaw.  On  the  contiaiy,  by  afibrdiog  a  pro- 
per and  BoecaMrT  protedion  (O  tbe  carrying  tiitde, 
our  produce  would  be  exchanged  fattbu  of  othera 
whioh  fiiula  a  marltet  in  various  parts  of  tbe 
worht,  whene  (be  enteu-pusc  of  our  aountrynua 

It.  had  baea  ataled  ibat,  aotwithstaa^ng  a«r 
|Hiokibiiion«  or  restriotioM  we  may  adept,  tbe 
manufactures  of  Qteat  Brittin  will  find  tbur  my 
intci  our  oosntry.  This,  for  aught  we  know, 
might  be  the  ease,  eitber  by  taking  a  eiieaitoDs 
route,  or  by  beiag  smuggled ;  aarf  sfcowU  that  be 
the  case  the  same  thing  weald  atteod  ywir  pt*- 
dace,  should  its  impasialioQ  into  Great  Briuio 
be  prohibited.  Ue  oould  not  see  but  tbat  the  ao- 
eouDl  on  thai  aaerawouU  be  fairly  balaaced. 

Mr,  A.  said  he  did  not  think  <his  meaanre,  if 
adeptad  and  persevered  id,  would  have  a  nalerial 
effect  apon  the  revenue  af  our  couoiry-  Qaatle- 
men  weic  alanoed  lest  (hat  system,  wbich  had 
been  in  hi*  optoioa  so  wiselv  established  by  this 
OowrniiMntfoitbeeEiingaisbmwtoftiwMtioaNl 
debt,  should  be  broken  in  upon,  and  cosse^u^ly 
an  inortau  of  tbe  national  debt  be  (he  effect.    If 


the  last  men  found  la  >nppottingii;end he beKeved, 
weak  and  delicate  as  his  coostitutioD  appeared  to 
be  tbat  by  a  firm  adbereoce  to  tbe  uMeo  eatab- 
Ibhed,  be  ahoiild  live  t«  aec  tbe  dehtfiaaUy  wiped 
away.     The  sysiea  for  citinguabiDgtitBnatioiMl 


be  had  given  upon  that  oocasloik 

If  gentlame*  will  give  (btunselves  the  uonUe 
ioexBBiiae(besevafaTanieleacoatei^Btedt»  be 
prohibited  by  tbia  icsoluiion,-  they  wtll  ind  that 
OB  the  sutqeet  of  woollen  aLoibs  (here  ts  abUnb  in 
the  resoLcuioo,  whioh  be  hoped  would  be  SlUd 
■riih  Guab  a  sum  as  mftviA  ndmit  the  imMitauMi 
of  all  snab  wODtlM.cbthaBs  wneEiMiiul.alnebHely 
necessary  for  eli  thing  tbe  laboring  pMt  of  the 
[iHiniiy;fiae  doiba  would  be  ohMinedlroA 

!  csuntnes.  and  onihcM  no  dimiDviioa  «f 

daiy  would  tabe  placet  ibe  reaCfui*  of  «MKae 
•muAA  not  ba  nffecitd  on  the  aniele  of  wooUeo 
sloths.  He  wonld  iW,  howevar,  exanane  at  tbis 
time  the  saveral  aitinlea  separately,  aa  this  eould  be 
beitei  attended  to  at  a  liiMre  stage  of  tbe  buauiase, 
after  (be  prinsipfo  AouU  be  deoided.  If  tbe 
other  blank  in  ibe  roMdutioit  ahooid  befilled  with 
the  first  of  Deaember  or  January  neat,  be  oould 
10  oecessity  for  delaying  a  deeision,  aa  the 
for  tbe  system  to  go  iato  operation  woald 
afford  aaaple  time  Ibr  aa  attaoxpt  at  negaiiation. 

From  what  had  fallen  from  bis  cMleagne,  ibe 
booorabte  Speaker,  upon  the  other  resolution,  be 
supposed  he  was  ageiast  the  one  now  twder  dia- 
enssioa.  Although  the  hoQoraMe  Speaker  and 
himself  were  neat  neiahbots,  yet  the  interest  of 
those  they  <epiesented  might  be  vttj  diSereoi; 
and  while  the  Speaker,  ia  piotectiBg  U 
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or  h«  coQsiitiieBtB,  ^aght  it  best  to  BbaodoD 
prnMi]de  coBi0Bde4  for,  he,  Mr.  A.,  (faiHigbt  it 
ktl  JDnMrtant  to  his  eoDvttlDents  aoCto  abaB^tm 
jt ;  BiM  aliboogh  he  differed  veiy  videiy  from  bb 
eoUeaeue  upon  the  prevent  qnesiion,  be  hoped  he 
sbootd  be  found  at  all  ttmes  sopporiiog'  such 
measttres  u  should  not  abaudon  the  interest  of 
those  he  represeoted,  xrbateTer  rai^hl  be  the  re- 
ipect  he  had  for  the  interest  and  opiaioD  of 
others.  He  thougbl  it  unneceiuary  for  Ibe  hon- 
orable Speaker  to  have  risen  for  thi 


tency,  for  every  persoo  kaew,  n 
thM  his  hoBuable  colleaeue  v 

Mtf. 


furpose  of 
ioconsia- 
Bout  a  defence, 
I  coDUBteacy 


tfaoBgh  it  had  beea  aaked  in  ibe  prCMni 

■if  we  were  ready  to  plunge  tbc  nati<Hi  ii 

•s  be  did  not  believe  it  vmi  iatended  to  apply 

the  present  TesolaiioQ,  be  thought  It  annecflsMry 

to  make  any  remarks  m  reply  lo  this  qnntion. 

Mr.  Shilie  hoped  tbe  Comiofttee  would  iwi 
rise.  He  said  he  had  heard  no  arguments  urged 
in  favor  of  the  motioD,  which  had  any  weight 
and  the  late  events  ia  Etrrope.  so  (kr  from  recom- 
mendiog  delay,  enforced  (he  propriety  of  prompt 
measures.  Tnis  was  ibe  anspicioos  moment  for 
acting,  and  he  hoped  it  wouldbe  seized. 

The  question  was  taken  on  the  Committee's 
rising:  and  it  passed  in  the  native — yeas  48, 
nays^S. 

Mr,  J,  Clay. — I  confess  for  myown  part,  when 
I  see  men  possessed  of  so  little  information  so 
confident,  and  thus  determined  to  horry  on  this 
discussion.  I  fee]  extremely  diffident  of  my  opin- 
ion. Witn  several  of  the  genilemen  who  have 
jjreceded  me  in  the  debate,  I  have  considered  the 
lasolUtioB  now  under  contideratioa  as  beat  gbLcd- 
lated  to  obiBui  redress  for  ihfi  injuues  we  hare 
nceiyed  from  the  crnisen  of  Orut  Britaia.  I 
belLeve  thai  while  ft  did  llttla  ii^ry  to  ooiselvee 
it  would  bBVa  a  very  di&vefll  oaenlina  an  OreBt 
BrkaiB.  i  was  bUo  in  fiivo*  ai  it,  m  it  poiBttd 
ont  a  eonTse  thon  of  Gtriou*  coltisioa  wMb  hct. 
I  Imd  also  hoped  that  the  CommittM  would  hare 
agreed  lo  have  taken  up  the  reaoluiioa  Whiefa  I 
had  the  honor  some  lime  sinee  to  Isy  on  the  table, 
» the  ground- work  of  a  petmffnent  system.  F^om 
tlie  course  this  discussion  had  taken,  1  bad  flatter- 
edmyselfsome  little  informs tion  as'to  the  situa- 
tion  of  our  foreign  commerce,  would  hare  been 

f'ren.  I  am  no  merchant  myself,  nor  am 
acquainted  with  commercial  subjecia.  I  did 
expect  that  Oiose  who  were  conversant  with  those: 
Babiect$,aod  particularly  the senileman  from  Mas- 
■aebuMtts,  would  have  condesceaded  to  give  ns 
MKOe  detailed  iDformatioB.  Aa  I  have  bran  dis- 
apfoJMcd  in  litis  respect,  I  will  hereafter  lake  op 
a  little  lime  ia  showng  uat  aa  to  oar  fiiteiga  re- 
btioH,  the  geatlctnen  on  both  aides  have  been 
egregfouely  misled  by  incorreet  staieHents. 

In  these  remarks  I  do  not  mean  to  attach  any 
blame  to  the  document  from  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  as  the  statements  in  that  report  have 
nai  been  viewed  in  their  proper  light  by  gentle- 
men who  have  taken  a  |iut  In  this  debate.    1 1 


might  here  dilate  upon  tbe  actnntages  that  flow 
to  us  from  the  carrying  trade,  but  as  the  usual 
hoDT  of  adjournment  is  apptoaefaini;,  I  ih«ll  avoid 
going  into  this  qaeation. 

Instead  of  there  being  a  balance  ^six  or  eereo 
milUous  annually  against  us,  I  believe  it  can  be 
shown  that  there  is  a  balance  of  two  millions,  aa- 
nualtjr,  in  our  favor.  We  have  670,000  toas  of 
shipping  employed  in  foreign  trade,  and  it  would 
not  be  unfair  to  calcalate  the  profit  oTlbis  tVeieht 
at  eight  millions,  founded  nut  on  war  prices,  but 
on  the  uNial  peace  prices,  and  calculating  but  ime 
voyage  a  year.  Under  this  view  it  must  appear 
ifaat  oar  commerce  is  of  more  importanee  than  it 
seems  to  be  in  the  opinion  of  those  with  whom  I 
have  the  honor  to  vote  on  this  occasion.  Bnt 
there  is  another  question  worthy  of  coasid  ere  tion. 
Is  tbere  no  eonrse  wfaleb  we  cbb  pursue,  which, 
without  injuring  ourselves,  shall  induce  Great 
Britain  to  give  up  her  pretensions,  and  her  anjust 
violaiioD  of  tbe  law  of  nations'?  Believins  that 
that  there  is,  I  opposed  tbe  resolniion  of  my  col- 
leagoe  (Mr.  Obeoo  ;)  I  consider,  on  the  other 
hand,  the  reaoluiion  of  the  genlleroan  from  Mary- 
land as  well  oaloalated  to  answer  this  purpose.  I 
therefore,  in  fatot  of  acting,  bat  not  now,  on 
subject;  and  I  am  of  opinion  that  by  the  be- 
ginning of  next  month  it  is  probable  wa  sball 
have  information  that  will  enable  as  to  act  decis- 
^ly.  It  being  my  Intention  to  ren»ark  mow 
fully  on  this  subject,  as  the  usual  hour  ef  adjourti- 
ment  is  at  hand,  I  again  move  that  the  Cotnmit- 
e  rise. 

Mr.  Eahlt  advocated  the  rising  of  the  Com- 
mittee. 

Mr.  FiNnLBT  declared  himself  in  favor  of  tbe 
motion,  not,  however,  that  the  (object  be  post- 
poned, but  merely  because  they  had  reBcbea  tfae 
ordinary  time  of  adjournment. 
Mr.  Ltdn  inquired  whether  the  object  of  the 
otion  was  postponement.  If  so,  he  ahouid  vote 
against  it. 

Mr.  J.  Clat  said  his  object  was  to  poiEpoiM  tbe 
lubject  till  Monday. 

Mr.  Lron  then  spoke  against  the  riatng  of  the 
Committee,  and  look  oecastontoassign  biireasoDi 
for  being  decidedly  infavor  of  the  rasohition  mder 
consideratioti. 

Mr.  Mdhford  opposed  the  rising  of  the  Com- 
-ittee,  and  said  be  had  received  a  ver^  import- 
ant letter  from  the  President  of  the  Marine  Insur- 
ance Company  iff  New  York,  which  he  read. 
Tbe  letter  expresses  the  deep  apprehension  enter- 
tained by  the  merchants  of  New  York,  that  Con- 
ereas  will  rise  without  adopting  effectual  measures 
for  the  protection  of  commerce  K;ain3t  the  depre- 
dations of  tbe  ttfltigeietit  DaLioBs,  and  particmar- 
ly  thoMof  BHiain. 

M«Hr«.  STaitTOH  and  Jaokboh  likewise  apohe 
against  tiie  riaing  of  tbe  Oomttittae,  aad  urged 
the  ttong   necessity  of  prM^it  and  vigoreva 


When  the  qneslioa  waBtakew— yeaa  SBy  nays  47, 
and  the  House  adjoMncd,  a  riiort  ttms  aftar 
So'etock,  toUoBday. 
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MoKDAT,  Mkrch  17. 

A  iii«u>ge  from  theSeoate  informed  the  House 

that  the  Senate  have  passed  a  btU,  entitled  "An 

act  to  authorize  the  State  of  TenneiBee  to  issue 

5 rants  and  perfect  titles  to  certain  lands  therein 
escribed,  and  to  settle  the  claims  to  the  Tacani 
and  uoBppropriated  lands  within  Ibe  the  same;" 
to  which  they  desire  the  concurience  of  this 

Mr.  Vabkdh,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred,  on  the  tbiileenth  inslant,  the  amend' 
mcDts  proposed  by  the  Senate  to  Ibe  bill,  entitled 
"An  act  for  esiablishiog  rules  and  articles  for  the 
government  of  the  armies  of  the  United  Stales," 
made  a  report  thereoD ;  which  was  read,  and  or- 
dered to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  Speakbb  laid  before  tbe  House  a  letter  from 
William  Eaton,  pray  in  e  that  an  ezamioalion  may 
be  had  Vf  the  several  doeuiaenis  accompanying 
the  said  tetter,  in  support  of  his  claim  against  the 
United  Statea,  for  expenses  incurred  in  the  exe- 
cution of  his  consular  duties  at  Tunis;  which 
was  tetid,  and    referred    to  the  Copmitlee  of 

Tbe  bill  sent  from  tbe  Senate,  entitled  "An  act 
to  authorize  the  Stale  of  Tennessee  to  issue  grants, 
and  perfect  titles  to  certain  lands  therein  describ- 
ed, and  to  settle  the  claims  to  the  vacant  and 
unappropriated  lands  within  the  same;"  was  read 
twice  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Pub- 
lic Lands. 

On  motion,  it  was 

Baoived,  That  the  Postmaster  Oeneral  be  di- 
rected to  report  to  tbii  House  the  state  and  con- 
dition of  ibe  post  route  from  Athens,  in  Georgia, 
to  New  Orleans,  with  the  difficulties  and  obstruct- 
ions which  are  encountered  in  iransmiiting  the 
mail  along  said  route ;  and,  also,  what  will  be  the 
probable  expense  of  openiaga  horse  road  between 
the  above  named  points. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ment proposed  by  the  Senate  to  the  bill,  encitled 
"An  act  for  tbe  relief  of  Peter  Laudais :"  Where- 

Setohed,  That  (his  Honse  doth  disagree  to  the 
amendment  proposed  by  the  Senate  to  tbe  said  bill. 

Betolved,  That  this  House  doth  insist  on  the 
aaid  bill,  as  sent  to  the  Senate,  and  doth  desire  a 
conference  with  the  Senate,  on  the  subjecl-mi 
of  tbe  said  amendment;  and  that  Mr.  Jobh  C. 
&MtTn,Mr.  NicROLaoit,  and  Mr,  Smilib,  be  ap- 
pointed managers  at  the  said  conference,  on  the 
part  of  this  House. 

Baolt/ed,  That  the  order  of  tbe  day  to  b 
Arthur  St.  Clair  at  the  bar  of  this  House,  in  s 
port  of  his  claim,  be  postponed  iodefioitely. 
EXTENSION  OP  PATENT  BIGHTft 

Mr.  CsowNiRSBiBLn,  from  the  Committee 
Commerce  and  Manufactures,  to  whom  was 
ferred  the  petition  of  Qeorge  Dodge  and  others, 
mercbanta  of  Salem,  in  tbe  State  of  MaMaehu- 
leits,  Fubmitted  the  following  report : 

Th*  petitioners  were  A*  pmsheton  of  Oa  valnabls 
nail  fkOoTj  at  Amwbuty,  in  the  Stats  of  MaHachn- 
•Mta.    They  have  owned  the  woris  about  three  jaars, 


widi  tile  patent  granted  oiiginallj  tA  Jacd>  Perkina,  of 
NeobuiTpDrt,  for  a  new  and  lueful  imim>vement  ia 
the  mode  of  manufacturing  niib;  and  thev  also  at« 
the  assignees  of  anothca  pUenI,  granted  to  Samuel 
Guppj  and  John  Warren  ArmstroDg,  for  a  further  im- 
provement in  tbe  manner  of  cutting  nails,  discovered 
by  tbe  said  J&cob  Perkins.  The;  have  expended  large 
■urns  of  money  in  tepain  and  ■dditions  to  their  build- 
ings; and  the  whole  was  in  a  capital  state  of  improve- 
ment, when,  on  the  S4th  of  December  last,  the  build* 
ingi  accidentally  to<A  Gre,  and  were  entirely  oonslmied, 
with  all  their  tools,  machinery,  and  a  oonsidermble 
quantity  of  stock  on  band.  The  loss  is  estimated  at  • 
sum  exceeding  $30,000.  This  was  a  most  naefnl  ea- 
tablisbment ;  it  inpplied  tbe  neigbbormg  tonntiy  with 
large  quantities  of  nails  at  a  reasonable  price,  as  Aej 
could  be  sold  at  a  cheaper  rale  than  the  impeetad 
nails ;  and  tbe  woite  being  oa  an  extensive  plan,  du 
■Qppl;  was  abundant.  The  petidonen  are  dinmaad  to 
rebuild  their  works  if  they  could  be  encouraged  to  no- 
cesd;  and  it  would  be  a  great  inducement  with  thsn 
to  commence  tb«  undertaking,  if  they  could  be  ptr- 
mitled  to  renew  their  patent  rights  tor  a  period  of  sBvai 
or  fonrteen  years  bom  the  time  they  will  eipii«  by  lbs 
present  limitation. 

Tbe  first  patent  was  granted  on  the  20th  Deeambes, 
1794,  and  will  expire  on  tbe  Uth  December,  1B08; 
and  the  second  is  dated  Uth  February,  179S,  and  will 
expire  on  the  14tb  February,  1813,eBch  being  limited 
to  a  period  of  fourteen  y*jm,  agreeably  to  the  act  enti- 
tled "  An  act  to  promote  the  progress  of  uaefiil  arte, 
and  to  repeal  the  act  heretotbre  made  for  that  pDrpoee, 
passed  the  Slst  February,  1793." 

In  considering  the  merits  of  this  si^plication,  the 
Commitlei;  on  Commerce  and  Msnubctures  will  not 
give  an  opinion  on  a  case  not  properly  belors  thraD  ; 
they  Disy  be  permitted  to  obserra,  that,  had  the  loss 
■dually  happened  to  the  ori^sl  pstentee,  they  should 
probably  have  deemed  themselves  juitified  in  pn^»a- 
uig  to  the  House  to  grant  the  extension  of  the  patents 
far  a  short  period  of  time,  with  a  view  to  encourage 
the  inventors  of  nseliil  maehinea  to  proeecnte  and  ox- 
tend  their  discoveries.  But,  although  the  committee 
acknowledge  the  present  petitioners  have  suatuned  a 
ssTcre  Icea,  Aey  do  net  seem  jnslly  entitled  I*  a  re- 
newal of  thsiT  patents  aAet  the  limitation  may  expire. 
No  consideration  cooid  have  been  paid  to  die  invMUc 
at  tbe  time  of  the  ptirchase  oT  the  patent  rigfit  for  dw 
nae  of  it  beyond  the  stipulated  period  of  fiMUtaea  yaaia. 
It  is  understood  that  the  right  will  then  be  in  the  psib- 
lie;  every  individual  in  the  communis  ought  then  la 
be  entitled  to  make  use  of  tbt  machine.  Indeed,  aAet 
being  deprived  of  its  adventsgea  ht  fourteen  year^ 
unless  under  a  title  acquired  t^  purchase  from  a  pat- 
entee, it  might  be  supposed  that  the  dtiiens  at  the 
United  States  have  a  mir  claim  to  participate  in  Ibo 
enjoyment  of  a  right,  and  In  the  free  use  of  an  invm- 
tton,  the  benefits  of  which  may  have  been  so  long  ex> 
ctusively  withheld  from  thsm.  It  might  be  objected, 
abo,  tbat  other  appUcations  would  be  made  to  Con- 
gress shonld  the  rule  once  be  eetablished  tbat  tbe  par- 
chsMr  of  a  patent  rigbt  might  ealcolate  on  its  extea- 
■ion,  although  no  compensatitHi  had  lieen  allowed  et 
the  time  of  making  die  purchase,  for  the  use  of  it  b»- 
youd  the  period  fixed  by  law.  Under  this  view  al  the 
subject,  the  committee  are  induced  to  recommend  diat 
tbe  petitioners  have  leave  to  withdraw  their  patilioB 
and  the  docnments  which  accompany  it 

The  report  wu  agreed  to. 
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IMPORTATION  OF  BRITISH  GOODa. 

Tbe  House  again  teiolved  itself  inio  ■  Com- 
miiiee  or  ihe  Whole  oa  the  stale  of  tbe  Unioo,  on 
Mr.  NicBOL80N'af«aoIuiioii,  subrnJlied  on  th«  19lh 
of  Febra«ry, 

Mr.  Sloah  addretsed  the  Chair  as  follows: 

Mr.  Chairman  :  As  I  wish  always  to  do  to  oth- 
ers as  I  would  be  done  unto,  and  as  I  do  not  love 
lo  be  kept  in  suspense  myself,  I  will  not  keep  this 
Commiiiee  in  suspense  Texpecling  my  opinion  of 
ihe  present  resolution.  I  am  opposed  to  it,  be- 
cause it  does  not  meniioD  what  I  consider  the 
principal  cause  of  our  complaint  against  Great 
Britain — i  mean  Ihe  impreisment  of  oar  seamen — 
at  the  same  time  declaring  that  J  will  eventnally 
vote  for  any  measure  that  I  shall  consider  better 
than  none.  This  is  a  line  of  conduct  that  I  hare 
thought  it  my  daiy  to  adopt  in  all  esses  since  I 
hare  had  a  seat  on  this  floor.  From  the  course 
that  other  members  hare  pursued  in  this  debate.  I 
expect  I  »hall  be  perinitied  lo  give  my  reasons  in 
faror  of  a  non-intercourse  with  Qreat  Britain,  in 
preference  to  tbe  prohibition  of  certain  articles  of 
their  manufaeinres,  contemplated  by  the  present 
resolatioc. 

Mr.  Chairman,  notwithstaodiDglam  conscious 
of  my  inability  to  do  justice  to  a  subject  of  greater 
magaitude,  as  it  respects  the  character,  the  inter- 
est, and  the  peace  and  happiness  of  that  beloved 
country  that  gave  me  birth,  than  any  that  has 


ever  claimed  the  attention  of  the  Congress  of  the 
United  States  since  1  bare  had  the  honor  of  a  seat 
OD  this  floor.  I  say  I  am  happy,  nevertheless,  in 
having  an  oppDrtunily  to  cast  my  mite  into  that 
treasury  which,  having  been  instituted  upon  a 
priociple  of  perfect  equality,  tbe  widow's  mite  is, 
or  ought  to  be.  as  acceptable  as  the  greatest  gin 
from  the  superabundant  treasares  of  the  rich.  In 
tbe  observations  that  I  shall  make,  it  is  not  my  in- 
ieQtion,direcilyarindiTeetlr,  to  charge  those  who 
diflerwiih  me  in  opinion,  whether  in  a  majority  or 
minority,  with  ignorance  orevil design,  much  less 
lo  stigmatize  or  reproach  tbem  with  contemptible 
epilbetsL  No,Mr.  Chairman,!  consider  it  my  duty 
to,  consider  many  members  on  this  floor  as  my 
■nperiars  and  none  as  my  inferiors.  I  consider  it 
my  duly,  after  having  given  my  reasons  for  or 
a^nst  any  subject  in  discussion,  to  cheerfnUy 
iDbmit  to  the  decision  of  a  majority  ;  and  I  also 
consider  it  my  duly  to  treat  every  member  of  the 
Lttfislatare  of  the  Union  with  that  respect  due  to 
fellow-eitizens  standing  on  an  even  floor.  I  con- 
sider it  my  duty  instead  of  holding  up  the  interest 
of  the  Northern  States  as  opposed  to  the  interest  of 
the  Southern,  or  ibe  Eastern  to  the  Western,  to 
view  them  all  as  members  of  thesanie  body ;  coo- 
seqaently,  one  cannot  suffer  wiihont  tbe  whole 
bwng  affected.  I  consider  it  my  duty,  instead  of 
taking  advantage  of  local  situations,  and  different 
occupations,  productive,  at  certain  times,  of  tem- 
porary jai  ring  interests,  to  array  one  part  of  our 
fellow-ciiizeas  in  opposition  to  another  part ;  cdd- 
irarywise,  to  endeavor  to  show  that  such  lempo- 
lary  inconveniences  cannot  long  remain,  but  lika 
water  seeking  its  level,  the  ineqiulity  will  soon 
be  nmored.  This  I  conoein  (o  bt  my  dair,  in 
Bth  Com.— «6 


order  to  promote  that  love  and  harmony  amongst 
members  c^  this  House,  and  citizens  of  the  IJni- 
ted  States  in  general,  which  I  consider  as  the  only 
efficacious  cement  of  our  Union,  by  which  our 
present  happy  form  of  Quvernment  can  be  con- 
tinued, and  the  rights  and  liberiies  we  enjoy  hand- 
ed down  unimpaired  to  future  generations.  A 
contrary  line  of  conduct  is,  in  my  opinion,  derog- 
atory to  the  character  of  ao^  person  nonored  with 
a  seat  in  this  Hoose,  and  injurious  to  the  peace, 
liberty,  and  happiness  of  the  United  States. 

Having  briefly  proposed  (he  premises  which  I 
mean  to  observe  as  the  rule  of  my  conduct,  I  shall 
ofier  my  reasons  in  favor  of  non-inlercoarse  with 
Great  Britain,  in  case  she  persists  in  these  insults 
and  inJQries,  which  is  Ihe  subject  of  the  present 
discussion,  and  which,  in  my  opinion,  the  United 
Stales  has  already  suffered  too  lonr. 

Inofferieg  my  reasons,!  shall  not  briniF  into  view 
Ihe  conduct  of  other  nations  lo  justify  Great  Brit- 
ain ;  neither  shall  I  assert  that  Bonaparte  is  an 
usurper  and  a  tyrant;  that  he  has  annihilated 
Spain,  and  is  now  aiming  at  tbe  conquest  of  the 
world  ;  but  is  graciously  pleased  to  leave  tbe  Unj- 
ted  States  for  ine  last  victim  he  means  to  devoort 
All  I  have  lo  say  to  this  (if  it  be  true)  is,  lo  ac- 
knowledge my  gratitude  for  his  having  determift- 
ed  to  ffive  us  the  longest  time  to  repent  of  our 
sins,  of  which  there  is  great  need  ;  and  to  give  it 
as  my  opinion,  that  ws  have  no  right  to  interfere 
with  the  form  of  government  in  Francej  the  peo- 
ple there  having  as  good  a  right  to  choose  an  Em- 
peror as  we  a  President. 

I  shall  not  take  up  Ibe  time  d  the  Conmittee 
in  reading  documents  to  prove  the  magnitude  of 
the  grievance,  (chat  having  been  done  in  a  former 
part  of  this  discussion  by  my  friend  from  Mas- 
sachusetts, Mr.  BtnwBLi.,)  and  those  documents 
having  been  long  in  the  possession  of  membera, 
render  it  unnecessary ;  but  shall  first  endeavM  to 
prove  that  it  is  our  duty,  as  Representatives  of 
the  people,  to  apply  an  e^tuai  remedy  to  exist- 
ing grievances,  and  to  prevent  their  repetition  in 
future ;  that  we  are  called  upon  not  only  by  the 
ifferings  of  our  constituents,  but  by  the  sacred 
obligation  we  owe  to  the  character  of  out  couft- 
try,  and  by  our  indispensable  duly  to  preserve  that 
character  without  spot  or  blemish,  in  onr  inter- 
course with  foreign  nations;  which  can  only  be 
done  by  a  system  of  justice  and  equality,  granting 
no  peculiar  favor  tu  one  that  we  do  not  to  others ; 
and,  on  the  other  hand,  sabmittins  to  no  insult  or 
injury  from  one  nation  that  we  do  not  submit  to 
from  others. 

And,  secondly,  that  we  can,  at  (his  time,  obtain 
redress  of  grievances  without  any  risk  or  proba- 
bility of  war  with  Great  Britain,  because  it  would 
be  contrary  to  ber  interest,  ami  because,  in  ease 
of  war,  she  must  eventually  be  the  loser ;  and,  also, 
that  if  she  could  act  so  contrary  to  her  intereat, 
suffer  a  no □- intercourse  law  to  go  into  ope- 
ration, it  would  be  a  great  benefit  to  the  United 
States,  by  encouraging  home  manufactures. 
And,  thirdly,  call  the  attention  of  the  Oommit- 
B  to  tbe  sufferings  of  our  imnreased  seamen. 
And,  fotttthly,  sBdearar  to  uow  tbM  the  o]^ 
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ion  of  some  memben,  who 

inlerooarse,  because  it  would  operate  pariiall* 

OQ  difierent  BectioDS  of  liie  Uaion,  are  not  well 

founded. 

And,  laatly,  that  it  is  our  iuty  to  lay  aside  all 
local  ideas,  sod  coasider  tbe  United  States  as  one 
body  politic,  and  that  if  but  one  limb  be  injured, 
the  wbote  is  bound,  both  in  inieiest,  in  jasticc,  and 
in. policy,  to  tmite  in  the  means  of  obtaining  re- 

If,  IB  detiverine  my  senlimeots  on  this  subject, 
any  member  of  Uiis  Commitiee  should  conceiTe 
tbU  I  discover  too  much  warmth,  I  desire  it  may 
be  attributed  solely  to  the  abhtwrence  and  detesta- 
tion with  wbieh  I  bare  tons  viewed  tbe  Losolent 
Kod  iojuhous  conduct  of  Great  Britain  towards 
tbe  United  Stales — not  to  her  suffering  subjecie, 
ihem  I  love,  and  ibeir  avfTerings  I  pity ;  but  the 
deeepiire,  oppressive,  aod  tyrannical  sdminittra- 
tion  of  ber  OoTernment,  I  do  most  decidedly  and 
consciemiDUsly  abhor  and  bate. 

Bdr.  Chairman,  when  1  laid  a  resolution  on  the 
table  for  the  purpose  of  probibiting  interconrse 
witli  Great  Briiain,  in  case  sbe  should  refuse  to 
enter  into  any  arrangement  for  ili£  amicable  set- 
tlenMnt  of  eiisiing  differences,  1  queried  what  was 
become  of  the  spirit  of  '76,  because  I  considered 
a  portion  of  that  spirit  that  gained  our  liberty  ne- 
cessary to  retain  it  1  renew  the  query :  What 
has  become  of  thai  independent  spirit  that  chose 
rather  to  part  with  life  ibon  inoerent  rigbis? 
Have  we,  with  ibe  merchandise  of  Great  Britain, 
imported  ihe  servile  diapositien  of  her  oppressea 
and  drfraded  subjects  f  Is  it  posaible  that  her 
bscinaiing  gewgaws  and  fripperies  are  so  power- 
ful as  10  induce  tbe  Representatives  of  the  Uni- 
ted Slates  in  Congress  assembled,  rather  than 
•uter  a  temporary  privation,  to  permit  tbe  rights 
and  liberties  of  their  constitaenls  to  be  trampled 
OB  wiih  impunity  by  that  haughty,  tyrannical  na- 
tion 1  I  say  the  Representatives  are  coDvinced, 
beyond  a  doubt,  ihat  a  great  majority  of  tbe  citi- 
sens  are  not  barely  willing  and  ready  to  cupport 
anyjast  and  firm  measures  ibal  Congress  snail 
adopt  for  tbeporpow  of  obtaining  redress  of  griev- 
eiuiesa&d  support  of  their  juti  rights,  but  anx- 
iously looktDg  otu  for  ttw  adoption  of  decisive 
measures. 

Shall  we,  then,  chosan  by  them  as  temporary 
guardians  of  their  rights  and  liberties,  neglect, 
or  treat  with  indifference,  Ihe  numerous  memo- 
rials that  have  been  presented  from  various  parts 
of  Ibe  DnioDi  1  hope  not.  I  hope  we  shall 
adopt  such  firm  and  decisive  measures  as  will 
eomiMl  tbe  British  Government  to  make  restitu- 
tion for  past  injuries,  and  enter  into  just  arrange- 
ments for  the  prevention  of  similar  injuries  in 

But  Mr.  CbairmiB,  we  have  been  frequently 
told  I  bat  such  a  plan  would  producii  war  wilb 
Great  Britain.  This  is  no  new  doctrine  to  me. 
I  bare  been  frequently  charged  with  aciini;  con- 
trary 10  my  peafleable  principles,  because  1  have 
taken  an  aciire  pari  in  opposing  oppression,  in- 
justice, and  ererv  infiingemenl  of  the  inherent 
ligbta  of  Uw  paaple ;  this  1  have  done  with  a  view 


prevent  war.  Injustice  and  oppression  I  eui- 
sider  as  the  principal  piedispoung  causes  of  war, 
and  that  the  best  way  to  prevent  the  effect  is  to 

Those  causes  I  bare  lately  seen  raise  the  ptdili- 
cal  thermometer  in  tbe  United  States  nearly  to 
war  heatj  but,  ibank  God  1  I  hare  lived  to  sae  it 
cooled  down  to  a  tempeiate  state,  and  the  cane 
greatly  diminished — not  by  those  destructive  wea- 
pons that  spread  destruction  over  a  land,  and  mul- 
Liply  the  tears  of  widows  and  orphans,  but  1^  tbe 
force  of  truth  and  reason,  these  bloodies*  omi- 
qaeiora,  more  powerful  than  tbe  sword  !  1  wish 
the  Government  of  ibe  United  States  to  use  ja»- 
lice,  truth,  and  reason ;  these  are  the  weapens  that 
become  the  representatives  of  a  free  people,  and 
the  only  ones  1  conceive  to  be  necessary  to  pre- 
serve that  liberty  and  independence  lately  pur- 
chased at  the  price  of  bloodj 

Separated,  by  ibe  Atlantic,  three  tbonsaad 
miles Irom  the  oppressiveGoveiDments of  &ar«pa 
which  originated  in  war,  and  can  only  beaupporMd 
by  carnage  and  hloodabed — possessed  of  an  exten- 
sive and  fertile  country,  embracing  so  maey  cli- 
mates as  Boi  only  to  produce  all  tbe  necesMries, 
but  also  most  of  ihe  luxuries  of  life — whai  have 
we  to  fear  from  Gieat  Britain?  What  can  she 
deprive  us  of?  Wbal  but  gewgaws  and  frippe- 
ries, that  we  are  much  beiier  without,  which  i^d 
10  promote  pride  and  idleness,  those  prolific  parcsu 
of  a  numerous  train  of  atiendaai  vices,  contrary 
10  the  ptiociple  of  a  Republican  Gorernmeot,  and 
derogatory  to  the  character  of  a  free  and  indepea- 
deni  nation? 

Bui  it  is  alleged,  that  non-interccHirse  vith 
Great  Britain  would  injure  «ui  revenue;  (o  tfab 
I  answer,  that  I  bare  no  apprehension  that  Qor- 
erument  would  act  so  contrary  to  her  iDteresta,ai 
to  let  such  a  law  go  into  operaiioa ;  but,  adrait- 
liog  they  should,  for  every  million  of  reveoiM 
immediately  lost,  the  United  Stales  would  eveDt- 
ually  gain  five,  and  probably  much  more,  by  in- 
creasing home  manulaciutes,  which  ckn  only 
make  us  in  fact  a  rich,  free,  and  independent  na- 
tion. For  I  contend  out  independence  is  inesm- 
pleie,  while  we  are  dependent  for  so  great  a  ^rt 
of  our  cloihing,  on  a  nation  pussecsed  of  bo  pow- 
loaasame  the  eaclusive  j -'- 


eifula 
dicii 


n  of  the  ocean,  and  that  envies  oui  liberty 


I  amsensible,  Mr.  Chairman,  that  lam  mniiiBg 
counter  to  a  strong  current  of  public  opinion;  that 
it  is  our  iniurest  to  pursue  agricultore  and  oom- 
merce ;  leaving  maoufactures  to  old  nations  wtose 
numerous  populaiion  reduces  the  price  of  labor; 
bul.  I  am  happy  in  beholding  this  false  tiieovy 
daily  falling  before  the  irresistible  power  of  fiuL 
Tbe  cheapuess  of  food  in  many  parts  of  the  Uai- 
led  States,  overbalances  the  high  price  of  Ishat 
so  much,  as  to  enable  various  kinds  of  home  man- 
ufactures to  be  sold  lower  (ban  tliose  of  tbe  sama 
quality  imported  from  Great  Britain.  Witnna 
shoes,  which  hare  nearly  excluded  imponatitm ; 
and  I  am  credibly  informed,  that  coarse  hooM 
made  linen,  can  at  this  lime  be  purchased  lower 
tluui  imported,  of  the  wnu  qnality .    Ju  a  fiaiduc 
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prtxrf  of  mjr  poailien,  1  will  detaia  the  Committee 
witb  bui  one  more  fact.  Some  time  «Aer  ibe 
ReTolutioDBry  war,  wben  laige  quantities  of  coi- 
toa  were  imported  for  our  own  ctMuumptioa,  a 
inaDufacttue  of  that  article  yns  began  at  Wil- 
miegioD,  ftod  brou^bt  to  auch  petfectioo,  that  a 
merchant  io  Philadelphia  ioformed  me,  thai  he 
could  purehue  varioua  kinds  of  cotton  tower,  and 
of  superior  quality  to  those  be  imported  from  En- 
.4;lana ;  and  that  a  British  agent,  on  viewing  lome 
of  ihose  goods,  in  his  store,  obaerved,  that  woold 
never  do;  we,  says  he,  (meaning  the  merchants 
of  Great  Britain)  must  pni  b  stop  to  this — and 
abortly  after  the  factory  was  bornea  down!  Here 
let  me  ask  the  members  of  this  Committee,  wbe- 
.ther  if  at  that  lime,  wben  A  manafacttirer  of  cot- 
ton had  to  import  it  under  a  ll^^y  <li>ly.  and 
could  nevertheless  rival  the  BtittSh,  ne  could  not 
now,  when  manf  millions  of  potinds,  ihe  growth 
of  our  own  soil,  ate  exported  annually,  which 
mi^ht  he  obtained  free  of  duty ;  and  when  labor- 
saving  machines  are  brought  to  so  much  greater 
|terfection  7  And  secondly,  whether  any  free  and 
independent  citizen  would  not  prefer  a  temporary 
nacriQce  of  interest  to  a  servile  dependence  upon 
R  haughty  tyradntcal  nation,  whose  influence  and 
gold  nave  not  only  greatly  injured  the  infant  man- 
ufactures of  the  United  Slates,  but  ruined  many 
in  various  parts  of  the  worldl  And  thirdly,  let 
ate  ask  yoo,  my  Southern  brethren — who,  1  am 
told,  are  rapidly  making  fortunes  by  raising  and 
«z.|)ortiog  ooEion — would  it  not  ^ive  you  additional 
pleasure  to  sell  this  raw  material  (of  which  I  am 
informed  five  thousand  dollars'  worth,  when  man- 
ufactured, makes  one  hundred  thousand)  to  your 
brethren  of  the  Middle  sad  Baatern  States,  andre- 
oeive  it  manufactured  from  them — whereby  the 
indnstriouB  poor  of  our  own  citizens  would  be 
cup  ported— rather  than  from  a  foreign  nationi  I 
bave  no  donbi  but  that  yon  would. 

Before  I  dismiss  this  subject,  let  me  ask  what 
raised  Great  Britain  to  affluence  and  power? 
Was  it  not  by  i^iving  such  eDcouragsmeni  to  maa- 
nfaeiures  as  to  induce  manufacturers,  from  vari- 
ous parts  of  Europe,  to  emigrate  to  that  island, 
wbereby  their  internal  strength  has  been  greatly  in- 
ereaaed,  and  their  fleets  and  armies  principally 
supported  by  the  product  of  their  manufactures? 
The*e  are  facts  that  1  trust  do  member  on  th) 
floor  will  deny. 

I  am  told  tha:  Great  Britain  charges  an  ex 
port  duty  of  four  per  cent,  on  all  cotton  goods  in: 

Krted  into  the  United  States,  and  but  one  and  .. 
If  on  those  exported  to  other  countries.    This 
induaea  me  to  renew  the  query,  where  is  thespirii 
of  76  7   Has  it  fled  from  our  land  7    Are  we  dis 
poaed  cbeerlujly  to  submit  to  every  species  of  in 
salt  and  injustice  that  nation  chooses  to  impose 
apou  us}    What  peculiar  advantage  do  wed 
nre  from  their  trade,  to  induce  us  to  submit 
.higher  duties  than  any  other  uaiion  7    Is  it  b 
causa  the  balance  of  that  trade  is  eleven  or  cwel< 
millions  of  dollars  per  annum  against  usl    Or 
it  because  the  credit  they  give  has  induced  many 
■of  our  farmers  and  laeehanics  te  Leave  their  use- 
Sal.  oacuiMilioas  wiiich  ll^r  undaiaiood,  and  dock 


into  populous  oiiies,  so  Urgaly  into  trade,  and 
business  which  they  din  not  uodentand;  aqd,  after 
living  in  pride  and  luxury  a  few  years,  prove  in- 
solvent, and  wrong  iheii  creditors  out  of  many 
thousand  dollars?  Mr.  Chairman,  the  mure  I 
msider  and  investigate  this  subject,  the  more  I 
a  astonished  at  the  conduct  of  the  United  Stales 
wards  Great  Britain — the  morelamasionivhed 
.  the  conduct  of  the  Re piesenu lives  in  Congress 
isembled.  In  this  astuni»bment,  bear  with  me 
while  I  address  this  Committee,  in  the  language 
of  one  formerly  to  the  Galattans.  Ob  I  foolish 
Americans,  who  bath  bewitched  you,  thus  to  aub- 
roit  to  injury  and  insult,  from  a  natioo  whose 
trade  subjects  you  to  a  loss  of  eleven  or  twelve 
millions  of  dollars  per  annum,  and  who  charges 
four  per  cent,  on  the  goods  you  import  from  bar, 
and  but  one  and  a  ball  to  all  oiheraaiions? 
My  friend,  the  Speaker,  attempted  to  eiplaia 
is  paradox,  or  rather  rejected  the  premiaea  as 
an  impossibility,  that  the  United  States  should  in- 
crease in  wealth,  when  nearly  one  half  of  their 
foreign  trade,  instead  of  producing  profit,  threw  a 
balance  of  eleven  or  twelve  million  of  dollars 
agaiikBi  Ihem.  But,  he  might  have  avoided  tbe 
Herculean  task,  of  producing  to  the  Commiuae 
that  which  was  impossible,  because  it  never  es- 
.  by  recurring  to  Ibe  fact  adduced  by  mj 
frienil  from  Massachusetts,  (Mr.  BinwBi-L,)  and 
the  statement  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasnry 
on  our  tables,  vu  :  that  this  deScicncy  was  over- 
balanced by  our  more  prifilable  trade  carried  oo 
with  other  nations.  Ida  not  rely  barely  upon 
the  information  given  upon  this  floor,  or  the  ooc- 
uments  before  us,  to  establish  this  fact.  1  rely 
also  upon  preceding  documents,  and  the  informa- 
tion I  have  received  from  merchants,  and  others 
well  acquainted  with  the  nature  of  our  trade  with 
Great  Britain.  All  agjceein^,  that  with  some 
rare  exceptions,  the  balance  is  so  much  agatnet 
the  United  Slates,  thai  were  it  not  for  the  more 
profitable  trade  carried  on  with  other  nations,  in- 
stead of  growing  rich,  we  should  be  ladaeed  to  a 
state  of  Qoreriy. 

For  this  reason,  I  am  in  faror  of  non-vcrtv 
course,  rather  than  a  prohibilioa  of  her  maoufac- 
tufes  ;  because,  if  we  cannot  do  withont  them,  we 
could,  in  my  opinion,  procure  them  from  other 
nations  second  hand,  upon  more  advantageoa* 
terms  than  under  the  preaeal  duties,  we  do  now, 
immediately  from  them ;  and  because  I  consider 
gratitude,  justice,  and  the  interest  of  our  country, 
obligatory  upon  us,  to  eitconrage  trade  wilb  those 
aations  who  deal  wiih  us  upon  fair  and  honora- 
ble terms,  and  to  diicour,<ge  ii  with  those  who  do 
not.  And  lastly,  becBU.->e  I  am  fully  persuaded 
It  would  soon  induoe  Great  Britain  lo  open  a 
fair  and  permanent  trade  with  her  West  India 
islands,  much  more  advantageous  to  the  United 
States  than  the  trade  to  the  mother  country.  I 
shall  conclude  this  sobjeci  with  teinrniog  my 
sincere  thanks  to  the  Speaker,  for  the  very  able 
and  decisive  maniter  io  which  he  hits  supported 
my  premises  in  favor  of  Ameriean  manufaetnras, 
by  toforming  the  Committee  that  they  eo  not 
now,  as  formerly,  depend  oo  a  gteai  Dmabar  «f 
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biDil*,  by  reason  of  labor-savinK  machines  beiog 
brougbl  to  GO  much  greater  perfection.  This  ap' 
pearaiDineacoDclusirereasoii,fouDded  upon  fact. 
Mr.  Chairman,  during  ibe  present  session  I 
bare  heard,  with  surprise  and  regret,  members 
of  this  House  represent  the  condemnation  of  our 
property  and  the  impressment  of  our  seamen  as 
things  of  trivial  consequence;  and  that  ihe  alarm 
was  principally  raised  bv  the  merchants,  for  the 
purpose  of  speculaiiou;  ihat  if  the;  could  induce 
Congress  to  prohibit  intercourse  with  Great  Brit- 
ain, they  would  raise  their  goods  one  hundred 
per  ceoL.and  country  prodace  fall  in  proportion, by 
which  means,  instead  of  losing,  they  would  be 
greatly  benefitted.  This  language,  1  repeat,  lias 
exceedingly  hurt  my  feelings,  since  (his  subject 
has  become  a  common  topic  of  conversation,  for 
two  reasons:  First,  it  has  a  direct  tendency  lo 
■tieaate  the  affections  of  one  class  of  useful  and 
teapectable  ciiizeoa  from  the  other,  and  more 
numerous  classes,  and  therebv  lessen  that  confi- 
dence, unity,  and  harmony,  that  is  as  necessary 
to  continue  amongst  the  Tariou9  members  of  our 
body  potiiic,  for  the  preservation  of  national 
■Ireogth  and  vigor,  as  that  (he  various  parts  of  an 
animal  body  should  harnioniously  act  together. 
And,  secondly,  if  we  judge  of  things  to  come 
by  tbines  past,  these  insinuations  will  not  be  real- 
ized i  the  reverse,  in  my  opinion,  will  be  the 
case;  the  diminution  of  sales  will  overbalance 
the  advanced  price.  (  know  of  but  one  class  of 
merchants  thai  would  be  benefitted  ;  that  is,  those 
who  wish  (0  leave  business,  having  on  hand  a 
large  stock  of  goods,  which,  sold  at  an  advanced 
price,  they  would  consequently  be  gainers;  but 
those  of  small  capitals  who  wish  to  increase  them 
by  continuing  in  trade,  would  suffer  at  least  in 
equal  proporlion  with  farmers.  I  have  also  heard 
it  alleged,  that  it  is  only  in  carrying  foreign  ar- 
ticles from  one  belligerent  port  to  another,  and 
not  in  directly  transporting  our  own  commodi- 
ties to  any  belligerent  port,  that  the  British  take, 

.  and  condemn  our  vessels ;  and  by  that  trade  the 
merchants  only  are  benefitted  ;  therefore  ii  is  im- 
proper for  our  Government  to  runany  risk  to  sup- 
port them  iu  that  trade.  This,  Mr.  Chairman,  ap- 
pears to  me  a  very  eiiraordinary  and  absurd  mode 
of  reasoniiig.  So  far  from  beingenticled  lo  no  sup- 
port from  GoTernment,  1  consider  it  an  extra  ben- 
efit, and  therefore  eniiiled  lo  an  exira  support. 
To  exjtlain  my  meaning  on  this  subject,  let  me 
ask  this  anesiion: — If  our  merchants  provide 
Teasels  FuSicieni  to  transport  all  the  produce  we 
can  spare  to  foreign  markeis ;  and  the  return  car- 
joes  brought  into  our  ports  is  more  than  we  want 
for  home  consumption;  which  surplus  ihey  re- 
export, and  by  these  extra  exertions  gain  one  mii- 
UoQ  of  dollars  annually,  is  not  the  property  of 
the  United  Stales  increased  in  that  proportion? 
Shall  we  then  by  n^lect  damp  or  check  this  en- 
terprising spirit  in  that  class  of  citizens,  who,  by 

'  their  extraordinary  exertion,  have  greatly  in- 
creased our  revenue  and  wealth  ?  f  hope  not. 
I  hope  Congress  will  unite  in  applying  an  eSca- 
ciooa  remedy  for  past  lones,  and  a  snfficieni  pre- 
veUive  in  future. 


I  shall  DOW  call  the  aitentioa  of  the  Committee 
to  the  conduct  ofthe  commanders  of  British  armed 
vessels,  pressing  our  seamen.  confiniDg  ihem  on 
board  i>bips  of  war,  and  obliging  ihem  lo  assist  in 
fighting  iheir  bailies  with  nations  in  amity  and 
peace  with  the  United  States.  These  are  crimes 
of  BO  horrid  a  nature,  as  can  only  be  perpetrated 
by  infernal  spiriis,  actuating  human  bodies,  sup- 
ported by  a  Government  which,  as  I  have  before 
observed,  was  founded  in  war,  and  is  supported  by 
tyranny,  oppreision,  and  (he  effusion  of  bnmaa 
blood!  Lei  none  say  that  lam  painting  this  scene 
in  (00  deep  colors,  or  a(taching  greater  infamy  to 
(he  actors  than  they  deserve.  It  is  impossible. 
If  you  doubt  this,  accompany  me  in  a  shon  visit 
to  (he  lonely  cottage,  where  sit  weeping  two  aged 
parents  for  the^loss  of  their  only  son,  whose  filial 
We  induced  him  to  take  a  voyage  10  sea,  hoping 
to  procure  a  more  oomforiabte  subsistence  for  bts 
parent!  in  the  decline  of  life.  Attend  to  their 
mournful  tale: — We  received  a  letter  from  our 
dear  son,  informing  us  that  he  had  a  prosperous 
voyage,  was  returning  home,  hoping  shortly  to  see 
his  native  land  ;  but  alas  I  met  by  a  British  ship 
of  war,  he  was  inhumanly  forced  on  board,  and 
carried  we  know  not  where — our  only  hope  is 
blasted  and  the  remainder  of  our  days  consigned 
to  noverly,  grief  and  wo  1 

One  more  visit  (o  a  still  more  affecting  scene, 
I  conceive  will  fully  establish  my  position,  that 
(he  actors  in  this  infernal  tragedy  cannot  be  too 
much  execrated.  It  is  lo  ihe  small  chamber  of  a 
disconsolate  widow,  baibed  in  tears,  surrounded 


of  her  woe :  My  dear  husband,  finding  he  conid 
make  more  by  following  the  sea  than  by  stayiug 
□n  shore,  had  been  absent  more  than  twelve 
months,  when  I  received  a  letter,  informing  that 
his  voyage  had  been  prosperous;  ihat  he  expect^ 
soon  to  arrive  with  sufficient  properly  to  place  me, 
and  these  dear  children,  in  a  comloriablesiluation; 
but,  ob  I  how  shall  I  relate  the  dreadful  reverse  1 
When  in  sight  of  his  native  land,  met  by  a  Bri* 
tisb  armed  vessel,  compelled  by  a  gang  of  iabit* 
man  monsters,  in  human  shape,  lo  go  on  board  a 
ship  of  war,  to  assist  in  fighting  their  battles; 
wberehe  received  a  roorlal  wound,  of  which  he 
languished,  of  which  he  died,  and  with  him  died 
ell  my  joy,  all  my  comfort. and  all  my  hope  I 

Perhaps  I  shall  be  told  that  I  am  addTeaaing  ih« 
passions,  fie  it  so.  Bui  lei  it  be  remembered, 
that  1  am  not  addressing  them  with  fiction,  or  ihe 
enibusiasiic  flights  of  imagination;  but  present' 
inga  feeble  poriiait  of  those  real  and  horrid  trage- 
dies, ihat  we  have  loo  long  suffered  lo  be  acted 
with  impunity  upon  our  defenceless  fellow-citi- 

Mr.'  Cbairroan,  near  thirtv  years  has  paaanl 
away,  since  the  citizens  of  inese  United  Slates 
have  suffered  under  this  degrading  oppression  aad 
cruelty,  peculiar  to  the  British  Oovernmenl.  In 
proof  I  shall  read  a  memorial  of  two  of  the  vena- 
rable  patriots  of  that  day  ; 

•■  For  the  sake  of  bumsni^  it  li  U  b«  widied,  that 
men  would  endeavor  to  aUeviate,  aa  much  aa  pawHt 
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the  nnkToidible  miierJM  atlandmg  •  ■Itts  or  war. 
hu  been  uid  that  among  the  dTHized  nationa  of  Barope 
thf  aocignl  horror*  of  that  slate  are  much  diminiahed  ; 
but  the  compelling  men  b;  ehaiiu,  ■bripea,  and  Amine, 
to  fight  againit  theii  friend*  and  relatioDB*,  ■■  a  nen 
mode  of  barbarity,  which  your  nation  alone  had  tiie 
boaot  of  inTeniing ;  and  the  asttdiog  American  priton' 
en  of  war  to  Africa  and  Aata,  Temola  from  all  proba- 
bility of  Bichange,  and  where  they  can  icarca  hope 
to  h«ar  from  their  fiunilies,  even  if  the  anwholeec 
neai  of  the  climate  does  not  put  a  speedy  end  Id  their 
livcg^  is  a  manner  of  treating  captiTei  that  you  can 
juatiiy  by  no  otbsi  precedent  or  custom,  except  that  of 
the  black  savagea  of  Oiiiaea.     We  are  your  Lordship'. 
most  obedient  servantj,  B.  FRANKLIN, 

8.  DEANE." 
"Lord  Viscount  Stoiicoiit." 
To  the  abare  letter  ibe  following  reply  wai 
made:  "  The  King's  Ambassador  receives  no  lei 
'  ters  from  rebels,  except  when  they  come  to  a;) 
'mercy."  At  thai  time  tbe  event  of  the  war  wb! 
nodecided;  it  was  not  in  the  power  of  Congress 
lopreveni  that  cruel,  iahumati,  practice  i  not  so  at 
this  time,  it  is  now  in  our  power.  Sball  we  suf- 
fer that  nation,  after  ackno  wiedgiag  our  iadepend- 
eDce,  10  conlioue  the  name  arbitrary  and  tyranni- 
cal cruelly  over  otir  seamen,  sailing  uodei  pro- 
tection of  our  own  flag,  that  they  did  at  that  time, 
when  they  insolently  styled  ns  rebels  1  I  hope  we 
shall  not. 

Here  lei  me  call  the  attention  of  the  Commit- 
tee to  the  capture  of  the  frigate  PbiUdelphia, 
whereby  npwatd  of  three  hundred  of  our  citizens 
became  prisoners  lo  tbe  Bashaw  of  Tripoli.  How 
was  this  accouDt  received  by  the  members  of  Con- 
gress 7  What  sensations  did  it  produce,  and  what 
was  the  effect  1  I  need  not  inform  ibis  Commit- 
tee. Every  member,  by  turning  to  his  Journal, 
may  satisfy  himself  that  prompt  and  decisive 
measures  were  adopted  to  procure  their  release 
from  captivity.  This  case  has  been,  by  some 
members,  contrasted  with  the  impressment  of 


Letu 


lalpe  the 


what  similarity  tliere  is  between  them.  Our  cap- 
Ii7es  at  Tripoli  had  entered  volnnlarily  on  board 
a  frigate  of  the  United  States,  then  at  war  with 
(bat  Power;  and  in  that  war  were  taken  prison- 
ers, and  when  so,  were  neither  inhumaoiy  teaten, 
nor  compelled  to  bear  arms  against  any  nation, 
although  the  war  was  vigorously  carried  on  by 
the  United  States,  to  reduce  the  town  in  which 
they  were  prisoners.  Did  they  suffer  anything 
but  what  their  voluntary  will  subjected  them  to — 
captivity,  a  frequent  attendant,  and  always  a  pos- 
sible consequence  of  war?  Will  ibeir  case  bear 
any  comparison  with  that  of  a  passenger,  who,  to 
avoid  the  tyranny  of  a  European  despot,  bad  left 
his  native  land,  hoping  to  find  a  peaceful  asylum 
ia  the  United  Stales  tie  remainifer  of  his  days ; 
supposing  himself  secure  under  the  protection  of 
their  fla^,  escaped  from  the  danger  of  the  sea,  in 
flight  orfand,  with  American  seamen,  endeared 
to  him  by  Iheir  kindness  on  the  passage  ;  tosetber ' 
forced  by  a  press-gaoK  on  board  a  ship  of  war,  I 
and  there  compelled  to  bear  arms  a^^ainsi  ibeir  I 
f(iends7  It  will  not;  it  sinks  into  insigoiGcance; 
it  is  like  a  drop  to  the  ocean.  Sball  we  then  treat  | 


with  indifference  an  account  laid  on  our  tablet, 
that  three  thousand  of  our  seamen  are  not  ooly 
taken  captive,  but  many  of  them  igoominionslj 
beaten  with  many  stripes,  and  compelled  to  assist 
in  fighting  the  battles  of  the  British  OovernmcDt, 
wiib  nations  with  whom  we  are  at  peacel  If  the 
case  of  our  captives  at  Tripoli  was  Bufficient  to 
excite  such  lender  sensations  in  the  minds  of  the 
members  of  Congress,  as  to  induce  ihem  immedi- 
Btely  to  adopt  efficient  measures  to  obtain  their 
release,  will  not  the  insolence  and  barbarity  of 
British  armed  vessels, 'pressing  our  seamea  in  the 
mouths  of  our  harbors,  after  a  perilous  voyage, 
rejoicing  in  beholding  again  tlftir  native  land- 
enjoying  by  anticipation  the  pleasing  company  of 
their  long  absent  friends — expecting,  in  a  few 
hourx,  the  eomplelioti  of  tbeir  happiness,  in  the 
rapturous  embraces  of  their  bosom  friends,  and 
beloved  offspring  7  But,  alasl  from  their  native 
land,  and  from  all  the  mosi  near  and  drar  con- 
nexions in  life,  they  are  inhumanly  rent  asunder, 
Eerhaps  nerer  again  to  see  their  hearts'  delight, 
ut  forced  on  board  one  of  those  infernal  ma- 
chines called  a  British  shipof  war,  and  there  com- 
pelled to  imbrue  their  handi>  in  human  blood — in 
tbe  blood  of  those  with  whom  they  have  no  dif- 
ference— they  receive  mortal  wounds^they  lan- 
guish— they  die — without  any  tender  friend  to 
sympathize  wKh  them  in  their  affliction,  or  ten- 
derly close  their  dying  eyes !  Will  not,  I  say,  re- 
flecting on  such  scenes  as  these,  not  only  excite  a 
uDperior  degree  of  sympathy  and  tender  feeling* 
of  humanity,  but  raise  an  honest  indiniatioa 
and  decided  detestation  for  the  actors  of  those 
horrid  scenes,  and  for  thai  Government  who  pre- 
tends to' be  the  principal  supjurier  of  liberty,  and 
that  holy  religion,  wnich  enjoins  upon  its  adher- 
Is  ID  do  unto  all  men  as  they  would  be  dona 
to;  and  yet  persists  in  those  base  and  barbarods 
acts  of  injustice,  which  are  disavowed  and  reject- 
ed by  all  other  Christian  nations  I  I  hope  it  wilL 
I  hope  there  yet  remains  in  this  Commiliee  some 
of  the  sparks  of  the  tacred  fire  of  liberty,  that,  on 
the  4th  of  July,  1776,  arose  into  an  itreaistibls 
flame,  burned  and  destroyed  that  servile  depend- 
ence on  the  hai^hly,  oppressive,  and  tyrannical 
Qovernmeni  of  Great  Britain,  who  wished  to  bind 
tbe  colonies  in  all  cases  whatsoever.  May  the 
remaining  sparks  be  rekindled,  and  burn  up  the 
esidue  ofthe  dregs  of  British  tyranny !  May  the 
rstsession  of  the  ninth  Congress  of  the  United 
itates  evince  to  the  world  that  they  are  worthy 
f,  and  mean  to  support  that  liberty  and  independ- 
nee,  lately  purchased  at  the  price  of  blood; 
'hich  we  have  now  in  our  power  to  dOj  without 
tbe  effusion  of  human  blood;  only  by  doing  what 
I  conceive  to  be  our  indispensable  duty — lo  act 
justly  and  impartially  toward  all  nations  with 
whom  we  have  intercourse,  and  to  withhold  in- 
from  any  nation  that  will  not,  in  turn, 
deal  justly,  upon  terms  of  perfect  reciprocity. 

Mr.  Chairman,  our  ailuation  on  the  map  of  the 

world  places  us  in  a  commanding  aiiiluile — and 

our  principal  export*  being  the  substantial  necea- 

~ries  of  life,  renders  ibero  essentially  necessary 

those  Earopeao  despots,  many  of  whote  wceiclu- 
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ed  aubjemii,  ioslfid  of  beiog  peaceably  permitted 
to  cultivate  the  soil,  are  hired,  or  copipelied  to 
leave  ihJE  iDDOcpDtoocupaiioD,  and  imbody  ibem- 
(elT«B  forihe  purpose  of  lea  mine  more  completely 
the  iDreroal  art  of  inbumanly  butcbering  the  bu- 
msD  species,  and  to  destroy,  id  a  short  time,  the 
produciibns  of  gieat  and  fertile  couoiries,  wfaere- 
by  alwayB  want,  aod  sometimes  faTnioe  is  pro- 
duced! Thus  situated,  ibe  United  Stales  can, 
wUhout  sbeddiDg  of  humaD  Mood,  and  wiihoui 
permaoeDl  injury  to  her  revenue,  or  citizens,  com- 
prl  the  haughty  tyrant  of  the  ocean  to  do  us  that 
justice  which  aereral  of  the  most  powerful  na- 
tioDS  of  Europe  hflte  long  strove  io  vain  to  effect, 
by  equipjiiog  larKe  fleets,  and  raising  mighty  ar- 
mies. For  the  United  States  of  America  is  re- 
served by  the  Ailwise  Disposer  of  Events,  that 
gjorious  work  of  effecting  by  peaceable  mesBs,  b 
cessation  from  injustice  and  iDJurie!>,  which  war 
neu  ures  have  only  tended  to  increase.  To  prove 
this  fact,  we  need  only  recur  to  the  history  of  the 
last  century  ;  there  we  find  three  of  the  most 
powerful  maritime  nations  of  Europe — Holland. 
France,  and  Simin — coatending  with  England, 
severally  and  jointly,  for  the  sovereignty  of  the 
seaa;  and  what  has  been  the  effect  7  Let  the 
btood-stained  ocean,  and  the  numerous  vessels  of 
war,  built  and  equipped  by  those  nations  that  have 
heretofore,  and  do  at  this  time,  make  component 
parts  of  the  Briiisb  navy,  answer  the  question. 

Perhaps  I  sbalt  be  told  that  I  have  giveo  up  the 
argument,  by  acknuwle^ing  that  the  three  great- 
eat  maritime  Powers  dunng  the  last  century,  by 
opposing  the  tyranny  of  Britain,  ouly  increased 
her  power  at  their  own  expense  and  loss.  No, 
Mr.  Chairman,  I  adduced  this  fact  to  shtrw  that 
they  attacked  her  in  the  only  point  where  she 
was  invulnerable;  they  attacked  her  wooden 
walls,  raised  by  her  manufactures  and  supported 
in  part  by  the  plunder  of  foreign  nations ;  they 
attacked  tbe  effect,  let  us  attacK  the  cause ;  re- 
nove  the  cause,  and  Ibe  effect  will  cease.  This 
is  Doi  a  sentiment  peculiar  to  my  weak  btain  ;  I 
believe  it  to  be  a  sentiment  adopted  byazreai 
majority  of  the  most  enlightened  and  best  inform- 
ed citizens  of  the  United  States.  I  believe  so 
fiem  verbal  communications,  and  from  public 
priirts— an  extract  &um  one  of  tiiese  I  shsil  now 
read: 

"  It  ii  expected,  ("J'  the  Independent  Chronicle,) 
that,  on  the  meeting  of  Congrcas,  Ihe  UDpottBDt  buai- 
neH  of  national  commerce  will  be  adopted,  to  giTepro- 
leetioD  to  oar  property  and  seamen  ;  that  the  British 
nation  will  feel  the  force  of  ma  trade,  not  only  within 
tbeii  manufacturing  towns,  but  the  iBianda.  We  bare 
a  strength  in  thia  species  of  warfare,  which  would  com- 
mand tbe  attention  and  respect  of  that  nation.  Oar 
imports  of  their  fantastical  articles  of  fashion,  which 
Mllv  serve  to  Titiate  our  hsbita,  and  introduce  idleness 
and  dissipatton  among  onr citizens,  are  tbe  mainsprings 
whidl  enable  them  to  enrich  themselves  st  our  cost. 
Let  ui  only  cease  to  barter  our  nstionsl  honor  for  gew- 
gaws and  articlea  of  foppery,  and  we  might  bid  defi- 
ance to  that  Power,  which  now  wantonly  sports  with 
OUT  uxmeignty  and  independence.  The  supptenion 
of  a  oai^  of  British  maou&ctures  would  be  mora 
pMradul  than  tan  aail-oMwIiiw;  ii>r  the  latter  mi^t 


be  captured,  and  occaaioD  a  Ish  of  millioiis,  bat  Ike 
former  would  enforce  its  operation  with  us  eSicaey  tao- 
powerlbl  to  be  concealed,  attended  with  the  saving  ef 
milliona  of  doUan,  which  are  jearly  ramitled  fara^MP- 
fluities.  Let  na  know  our  strength,  as  it  relates  to 
Britain,  and  we  should  not  beatlate  long  in  pnttitig  ifc 
into  opnation.  Bhi]»  of  war  ale  the  strength  of  Bnt- 
siB,  but  a  non-inteiconne  would  so«i  dismonatevoj 
cantton  of  their  navy." 

However  chimerical  this  may  appear  to  the  Pti- 
iogists  of  Britaio,  who  suppose  her  power  invia- 
cible,  and  her  resources  inexfaeustible,  they  are  aa 
certain  and  inevitable  consequences  as  that  w&ter 
will  quench  fire,  or,  that  taking  away  the  fuel 
will  cause  it  to  go  out.  But,  suppose  Great  Brit* 
ain  should,  contrary  to  her  interest,  refuse  to 
enter  into  just  and  amicable  arrangements  with 
the  United  Stales;  should  let  a  no  a -intercourse 
taw  go  into  operation;  should  put  forth  her 
strength,  as  we  have  been  told  she  will  do,  and 
make  us  feel  il.  What  would  be  the  eoDse- 
quence  7  In  my  opinion,  a  hom-book  politician, 
that  has  only  learned  his  A,  B,  C,  (if  he  has  not 
learned  them  in  the  school  of  a  British  Minisier,> 
may  discover  the  certain  and  inevitable  conse- 
quence, that  as  their  oppression  and  injustice  to 
the  Colonies  produced  a  partial  independence, 
their  conitnuanae  therein  would  complete  the  st»- 
tem.  I  say  a  partial  independence,  and  conceive 
myself  fnlly  authorized  in  adopting  this  language, 
as  long  as  members  of  Congress  huld  up  an  idea 
that  we  cannot  exist  without  importing  British 
manufactures;  that  non-imercourse  would  injure 
the  United  States  more  than  Great  Britain,  and 
that  if  we  offend  her  Minister,  he  will  put  forth 
his  sirenetb,  and  make  us  feel  it. 

But,  Mr.  Chairman,  as  I  desire  not  10  Ireapua 
on  ihepaiienceof  this  Committee,  I  wilt,inafeV 
wards,  slate  what  appears  to  me  to  be  the  real 
grounds  of  opposition  to  a  non-intercourse  law, 
which  I  consider  as  the  only  effectual  measure. 
One  member  has  told  us,  his  tobacco  is  not  sold. 
Another,  that  it  would  sacrifice  at  least  one  year's 
crop ;  and  a  third,  that  it  will  operate  harder  upon 
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And  here  I  must  anticipate  the 
fourth  class,  that  has  not  sold  their  wheat. 
And  another  class  of  citizeos,  1  should  have  added, 
to  this  list  of  anticipated  sufferers,  if  we  had  not 
been  informed,  from  hifh  auihorilv,  that  itiey 
were  like  slippery  eels,  that  could  slip  round  and 
evade  any  law :  I  mean  the  merchants,  who, 
doubtless,  have  on  hand  large  quantities  oif  beef, 
pork,  &c.  But,  as  we  are  told,  they  are  cool,  cal- 
culating rogues,  and,  therefore,  well  able  to  help 
ihemgelves,  1  shall  leave  them  to  manage  their 
own  business  in  their  own  way,  and  close  the 
catalogue  of  sufferers  with  the  case  of  my  imtne- 
diate  constituents  in  New  Jersey;  they  are.maDy 
of  ihem,  poor  tenants,  who  depend  Upon  paying 
high  rents,  and  supporting  their  families  by  rais- 
ing produce  for  market,  aud  can  only,  by  steady 
industry  and  rigid  economy,  pay  their  rents,  and 
support  their  families.  If  produce  falls  one  hun- 
dred percent,  what  must theiisiiuatioa be?  Witt 
pot  they  merit  at  teut  an  equal  share  of  coioraia- 
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BmiDD  with  rich  laodholden,  who  clear,  bj  lais- 
tns  tobacco,  eottoo,  or  lice,  from  fire  to  [en,  or 
fineen  ihousand  dollars  per  aiiDum  ?  I  hope  no 
member  od  tiiis  floor  will  conclude  tbep  do  Dot. 
Yei,  Mr'.  ChairmBQ,  I  am  bold  to  say,  on  their  be- 
half, that,  if  it  dcpcDded  on  iheii  voice,  ihef  would 
say,  pats  the  law.  They  would  My,  as  some  of 
their  &tfaeTB  uid  at  tlie  eomqieQeemeDt  of  tbe 
RsTolDiionary  war,  we  will  put  oo  onr  old 
clothes,  and  wear  [hem  over  again ;  we  will  reject 
Itei  ma itafac lures,  and  forego  the  swe«[s  of  her 
iskeds,  rather  than  submit  to  her  insolence,  and 
tke  cruelly  of  hn  commaaders  of  aimed  vessels, 

Cningonr  fellow-citizens  in  the  iiion[hs  of  onr 
bon,  and,  by  stripes  and  cruelty,  compelling 
Ukd  [o  assist  in  fisbtiog  their  battles  against  na- 
tions in  amity  and  peace  with  us  1  This,  I  be- 
li«ve  would  be  their  language,  and  not  theirs  only. 
but  a  great  majority  of  the  citizens  of  the  United 
Slates.  So  far  am  I  from  believing  with  my 
friend  from  Georgia,  (Mr.  Eablt,)  that  if  all  the 
people  of  the  United  States  were  fully  informed 
of  the  eonducl  of  Great  Britain,  nine-tenths 
wonld  reject  the  present  reselutioa;  nineteen- 
twentielhs  woald  call  upon  us  to  pass  a  non-in- 
teroonne  law,  to  prohibit  trade  with  that  nation, 
until  tbe  restored  our  seamen,  and  entered  into 
arrange  men  Is  to  trade  with  us  in  futnre  upon 
terns  of  perfect  reoiprocity. 

A  peace  neutrality,  a  noa-intereourse  taw  to  en- 
force the  resoluiioDs  sent  by  the  Senate  (o  our 
President,  will  be  moreefficacious  than  fifiyshipa- 
ofi-tbe-tiae,  and  one  hundred  frigates.  The  voice 
«f  a  respectable  class  of  citizens,  (the  merchants,) 
who  nKire  itnmtdiaiely  suffer  loss  of  property; 
the  voice  of  humaoity ;  the  sighs  of  aged  pa- 
rmis,  lamenting  the  abeence  of  their  beloved  oS- 
•pring ;  tbe  heart-rending  cries  of  tender  females 
tat  the  Ices  of  theit  bosom  friends — all  supported 
ly  the  eternal,  immutable  principles  of  equal  jus- 
tice, ctnited,  call  aloud  to  tt>e  Congress  of  the 
United  States  lo  apply  an  eflbctual  remedy  to  this 
fcerrid  scene  of  injustice,  oppression.  aCHtiyranny  I 
God  grant  that  we  may  no  longer  ciirn  a  deaf  ear 
or  treat  with  indifference  ihese  catla. 

As  I  do  not  intend  to  impose  apon  the  Com- 
mittee by  frequent  communications,  I  must  beg 
their  atieniion  a  few  minutes  longer. 

Mr.  Chairman,  the  confident  declamation  of  a 
member  (Mr.  Randolfb,)  who  has  taken  up  the 
time  of  the  Committee  more  than  three  times  as 
long  as  any  other,  has  brought  to  my  remem- 
brance the  language  of  one,  who,  in  his  day,  was 
called  the  wisest  of  men,  (Solomon :)  "  Wo  to 
Ihee,  oh  land,  when  thy  Eing  is  a  child."  Wo  to 
iksse  United  States,  if  ever  that  day  should  arrive 
when  a  majority  of  her  Le^slainre  should  be 
etuldres,  rocked  on  doway  pillows,  dandled  in 
the  lap  of  pleasure,  and  fed  at  the  taLle  of  luxury; 
whose  knowledge  is  all  I heoietic,  acquired  by 
reading,  seated  in  eaay  chairs.  These  are  the 
mMthrooms,  the  Aingusses,  the  pteraatnte  hot- 
bed productions,  that  we  have  been  so  often  told 
of;  notwithstanding  they  have  had  the  assurance 
(may  I,  not  more  prt^rly  say  insolence  7)  on  this 
isor,  to  treat  the  aigaments  of  all  who  difier  from 


them,  as  trifling,  and  unworthy  of  notice;  and 
those  resolaiioDs,  which  other  members  have  in- 
troduced, as  spurious  illegitimate  productions,  and 
theit  authors  and  supporters  as  horn-book  politi- 
cians, not  having  learned  their  A,  B,  C,  and,  what 
is  much  worse,  they  never  can  ;  beio^  bo  void  of 
reason,  that  they  ought  to  be  put  in  straight- 
waistcoats,  and  kept  in  dark  rooms.  But,  one  rar 
of  comfort,  doubtless,  strikes  every  honest  mini^ 
in  observing,  that  this  number  of  arrogant  dicta- 
tors is  smalt.  Qodgrantthat  they  may  not  barely 
remain  small,  but,  (if  they  continue  iheir  late 
inEoteDlconduct,)at  ihenexc  election,  beremnved. 

Mr.  Chairman,  members  of  this  HoDse  who  fre- 
quently take  a  retrospective  view  of  the  Revolts 
tionary  war,  whereby  the  colonies  of  North  Ata»' 
rica  became  free  and  independent  States — whtf- 
remember  tbe  time  when  the  Ametican  Armyf 
reduced  to  a  skeleton,  a  handful  of  men,  dispiiiiea 
by  defeats,  and  hard  pressed  by  a  powerful  anj 
viclorions  army  crossed  the  Delawareat  Trenton  { 
and,  in  addition  la  the  reduced  slate  erf  the  Army, 
a  mortal  disorder  raged  in  various  parts,  whioh 
caused  some  to  observe,  that  it  appeared  as  if  the 
hand  of  Providence  was  turned  against  tu — bat^ 
in  the  sequel,  had  thankfully  to  acknowledge,  that 
noi  by  thair  own  power,  but  through  the  mercy 
of  the  Allwise  Disposer  of  Events,  this  powerful 
army  was  turned  back  again,  and,  naalty,  obliged 
to  leave  this  land,  with  shame  and  disgraca  I 
I  say,  those  members  will  not  rise  on  this  fleoi 
and  assert,  chat  that  Government,  headed  by  the 
same  Monatch,  is  now  fitting  the  battles  of  hb* 
erty,  and  is  the  only  harrier  we  have  against  Gal- 
lic lyranny;  neither  will  iher  pour  torrents  of 
abuse  npon  the  Government  of  that  nation  which 
was  instrumental  in  procuring  their  freedom,  anil 
still  maniresia  a  friendly  disposition  to  treat  out 
citizens  with  respect,  and  our  commerce  with 
justice. 

No,  Mr.  Chairman,  I  hope  and  trust  there  yet 
remains  in  this  House,  and  in  this  nation,  a  great 
majority  who  believe  in  the  existence  of  a  Su- 
preme Omaipotenl  Power,  that  not  only  reigns 
above,  but  doih  whatsoever  he  sees  meet  amonf 
the  children  of  men !  These  will  not  depend  upon 
the  fleets  and  armies  of  Great,  Britain  to  deieai 
us  from  Gallic,  or  other  tyranny ;  theae  will  b« 
concerned  to  act  justly  and  imparlialiy  toward 
all  nations,  depeniflng  upon  the  God  of  justice^ 
truth,  and  mercy,  to  bless  Iheir  honest  endeavors, 
and  to  preserve  inem  and  their  cODsiituents  from 
all  harm.  With  this  class,  however  the^  maf 
be  despised  by  tbe  wise  and  learned  in  their  own 
coneeil,  it  is  my  joy,  my  eomfori,  and  my  glory 
to  act.  These  I  salute  as  my  beloved  brethren, 
and  for  their  encouragement,  under  the  torreata 
of  abuse  that  ihey  have  received,  let  them  re- 
member that  tbe  just  man's  path  is  a  bright  and 
shining  light,  that  shines  mote  and  more  unto  tiu 
perfect  day,  and  thai  all  who  walk  in  it  walk  safe> 
ly,  and  have  nothing  to  fear  1  I  sbail  conclud* 
with  recommending  to  ihe  perasal  and  altentioa 
of  those  wise  and  learned  members,  before  alluded 
to,  one  verseof  that  justly  celebrated  prayer,com- 
poied  by  Alexander  Pope: 
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*■  J/ct  not  thu  wuk,  unknowing  huid 

Freaume  thj  bolta  to  throw, 

And  deal  damn&lioQ  roand  ■  land. 

On  «acb  1  jndge  thj  foe." 
Mr.  J.  Clay.— Se?erat  reasons  induce  me  lo  «d 
Tocate  the  resolution  on  your  (able,  one  of  thi 
ptiDcipal  of  which  is,  that  I  beliere  it  (o  be  the 
Mai  means  of  vindicating  that  rieht  which  ia  . 
b«reol  in  us  as  an  independent  andaeuCral  Dati< 
tbe  right  of  freely  Dsvigaiing  the  ocean  in  c 
own  ships,  and  carr^in^  our  own  property. 
view  of  the  subject  in  its  proper  aspect,  will  c 
able  us  to  see  what  that  right  is,  its  real  and  legi 
mate  extent,  and,  consequently,  wherein  it  ti 
been  violated.    In  taking  this  view,  I  shall  be  led 
40  consider  the  doctrine  of  neutral  rights  in  a  dif 
ferenl  light  from  that  in  which  some  gemUmei 
have  taken  it.    It  U  much  to  be  resetted  that  th< 
«rigiDal  ground,  of  free  ships  making  free  goods, 
lias  ever  Deen  abandoned  by  us.    Had  ibis  doc- 
trine been  established,  an  end  would  have  been 
ptil  to  [he  vexations,  and  spoliations  on  neattal 
coamerce,  which  have  been  commiiieij  under  the 
pretext  of  covered  property.    As  the  neutrality  of 
the  ship  would  have  insured  the  safely  of  the  car- 

E,  no  temptation  could  possibly  exist  for  fraudu- 
It  practices — no  ground  for  the  accusation.  I 
believe  this  doctrine  is  the  best  supporled  bv  rea- 
son, and  by  the  considerations  of  justice  due-  to 
neutral  by  belligerent  Powers.  Nothing  is  more 
certain  than,  that  a  nation  at  war  has  no  right  to 
lake  enemy's  projKriy  on  neutral  ground.  Nc 
nation  has  ever  claimed  a  right  to  violate  tbe  ter- 
ritory of  a  friend,  in  order  to  seize  the  property 
of  an  enemy  ;  and  it  appears  to  me,  that  a  shi 
sailing  under  a  neutral  flag,  ought  to  be  consi 
ered  in  ihe  same  light  as  a  pari  of  the  territory  of 
the  nation  to  which  that  fla^  belongs.  The  only 
inquiry  which  a  belligerent  is  justiCed  in  making, 
is,  whether  the  ship  sails  under  false  colors,  or 
noil  and  this  would  be  sufficiently  shown  by  her 
papers.  I  believe  this  has  been  conceded  by  all 
nations,  at  least,  as  far  as  it  respects  ships  of  war. 
That  it  has  been  conceded  by  Qreai  Britain,  ap- 
pears from  tbe  celebrated  case  of  Jonathan  Hob- 
bins,  otherwise  called  Thomas  Nash.  By  the 
Tmiy  of  1794,  a  person  committing  murder  in 
thelerritory  of  one  of  the  contracting  parties,  and 
fleeing  to  the  other,  was  to  be  given  up  lo  tbe  na- 
tion in  whose  territory  the  murder  was  committed. 
Under  that  treaty,  this  person  was  claimed  as  one 
of  the  mutineers  on  board  the  "Hermiooe,"  and 
was  surrendered  to  the  British  bv  this  Govern- 
menL  He  could  not  have  been  demanded  on  a 
charge  of  piracy,  it  must  have  been  on  a  charge 
of  murder ;  and  nothing  can  be  clearer  ihan  that 
he  was  surreDdered  under  the  idea,  that  tbe  ship, 
on  board  of  which  tbe  murder  had  been  com- 
mitted, was  British  territory.  If  the  act  had 
been  merely  a  piratical  one,  he  could  not  have 
been  demanded.  This  nation,  as  well  as  that, 
would  have  been  competent  lo  punish  him  ;  all 
nations  having  a  concurrent  jurisdiction  over  acts 
of  piracy  committed  on  the  bigk  seas.  He  must, 
therpfore,  have  been  demanded  and  surrendered, 
under  the  Treaty  of  ITM,  on  the  charge  of  mur-  I 


der,  and  bolh  nations  must  have  considered  the 
ship  as  British  ground.  This,  iben,  I  take  lo  ba 
■he  true  and  legitimate  extent  of  the  claim  of  a 
neutral  nation :  that  her  ships  shall  be  considerad 
as  a  part  of  her  territory,  and,  thai  if  no'fraud  ia 
committed  in  carrying  ihe  Bar,  they  have  a  pa- 
feci  right  lo  pass  unratuesled.  But,  unfortunately, 
ihe  right  in  this  full  extent,  has  been  abandoned 
by  our  nation,  and,  however  we  may  regret  it,  we 
are  bound  by  the  surrender. 

It  has  been  justly  observed  by  my  friend  fnm 
Virginia,  (Mr.  J.  Ranoolph,)  that  toe  nation  who 
has  Ihe  mastery  of  the  sea,  always  finds  it  h«  in- 
terest to  narrow  down  the  rights  of  neutrals,  and, 
indeed,  attempts  have  been  made  by  diSereni  na- 
tions totally  lo  cut  off  all  commerce  with  their 
enemies.  So  with  Britain.  We  find,  as  early  a* 
the  year  1688.  that  this  was  insisted  upon  by  Great 
Britain.  In  tier  treaty  with  Holland  of  that  year, 
she  agreed  to  prohibit  all  trade  with  France,  and 
it  was  attempted  to  be  justified  upon  tbe  same 
ground  as  is  now  set  up  as  a  pretext  for  her  prea* 
enc  aggressions — the  ground  of  neceuiiy  and  the 
inordinate  ambition  of  Ihe  French  Monarch. 
This  was  not  submitted  to  by  the  neutral  Powera, 
Sweden  and  other  northern  nations  remonstrated, 
and  their  remonstrances  were,I  believe,  successAil. 
In  the  year  1757,  the  man  who  has  so  often  been 
alluded  to  by  the  epithet  of  "  back  stairs,"  the  inv- 
ent Earl  of  Liverpool,  wrote  a  book  in  vinaica- 
[ion  of  the  condnct  of  Great  Britain  towards  neu- 
tral nations,  and  from  it  we  may  gather  his  scDli- 
ments  on  the  treaty  just  mentioned.  After  quoting 
the  second  and  third  article  of  the  convention,  in. 
which  it  was  asreed  that  they,  (Holland  and 
England,)  "  would  take  any  ship  or  vessel,  what- 
'  ever  King  or  State  it  may  belone  to,  that  shall 
'  be  found  sailing  into,  or  out  of,  the  pom  of 
'  France,  and  condemn  both  vessel  and  merefaao- 
'  dise  as  legal  prize;  and,  that  ihis resolution shoold 
'  be  notified  lo  alt  neutral  States,"  be  proceeds : 

*'  Such,  therefore,  at  this  time,  wis  the  avowed  opin- 
ion of  Holland,  and  England  was  induced  to  join  with 
her  in  this  convention,  eiceediog  thereby  thoae  bounds 
of  equity  and  moderation  which  sfab  hsd  almoet  always 
practised,  in  this  point,  before,  and  which  she  will,  I 
hope,  most  Isithfullyobserre  fur  tbe  fiiture.  The  North. 
em  Cionna,  who  were  psrtieularl;  affected  b;  thii  pro- 
hibition, contended  very  vehemently  against  it.  Id  an- 
swer to  their  objections,  were  urged  Ihe  circomstancei 
of  affairs,  the  danger  of  Europe,  and  tbe  migbtj 
strength  of  that  HmbitJoui  Power,  which,  if  some  ex- 
traordinary efibrt  was  not  made,  would  bring  mankind 
under  its  subjection.  It  is  remarkable  that  Poflendoi^ 
nho  owed  his  fortune  and  employment  to  one  of  tboM 
Northern  Crowns,  was  of  opinion,  in  tbk  caae,  against 
lem,  and  thought  that  the  eonrentton  might  be  jmti- 
sd.  It  is  not  meant  here,  at  present,  eitbar  to  cenanra 
commend  it.  Circumslancea  mar  aomelimea  make 
thing  lawful,  which,  cooaidered  by  itself,  wonld  be 
unjust.  But,  such  times  are  truly  unhaj^y,  when  ns- 
cessilj  must  be  pleaded  in  suf^rt  of  a  right." 

Such  was  the  opinion  of  the  Earl  of  Liverpool, 
lu  the  year  17S7. 

But,  after  having  abandoned  the  doctrine  of  free 
ships  making  free  goods,  we  moBl  be  content  with 
endeavoring  to  examine  what  rights  remain  to 
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nroiralB.  Writers  upon  naltoiul  law,  who  have 
supported  the  opposite  principle,  have  ailempied 
to  sliow  the  ezteot  of  neutral  rights  in  their  com- 
mercB  with  the  belligerent  naiions,  anil  the  prin- 
cipal restrictioDi  are,  thai  thejr  caooot  carry 
eaemy's  property,  or  goods  coDtrabaoiJ  of  war. 
Varioui  defioiiiona  or  coDtrabaod  articles  bare 
been  given.  At  long  aa  the  production  or  fabri- 
cation of  warlike  stores  and  arms  were  in  the 
handa  of  a  few  nations,  the  application  of  the 
principle  to  them  might  have  been  just;  but 
when  they  have  become  comoion  to  almost  all 
nations,  they  are  placed  in  the  same  situation  as 
provisions  and  other  articlex  of  commerce,  and  it 
Las  become  extremelp  doabiful  whether  the  rea- 
aoniog  of  modern  pohticians  in  regard  to  them  is 
correct,  pariicularly  when  nations  on  the  eve  of 
war,  always  provide  themselves  with  sufficient 
magazines  for  carrying  it  on.  But.  even  those 
who  agree  in  the  principle  of  confiscating  contra- 
band articles,  find  it  difficult  to  regulate  its  extent. 
At  one  lime,  it  is  so  restricted  as  to  exclude  from 
the  list  cTen  naval  stores  and  saltpetre ;  at  anoth- 
er, it  is  carried  to  a  ridiculous  extent.  Spain, 
one  time,  undertook  to  define  the  list  of  contra' 
.  band,  and  declared  that  tobacco  should  be  included. 
This  became  a  ground  of  offence  to  England,  and 
Bynkershoek,  who  mentions  the  fact  on  ' 
thoriiy  of  ZoDcb,  says,  that  the  English, 
occasion,  granted  letters  of  reprisar  against  the 
Spaniards.  The  grave  Dutchman  then  coode- 
seends  to  be  jocose,  and  obaerves, ''  whether  this 
'  controversy  about  tobaeeo  ended  in  smoke  or  no, 
'  I  am  ignorant.  This,  however,  I  know,  that  I 
'  do  not  agree  with  the  Spaniard  m  opinion,  as  o 
'  Dse  waa  ever  made  of  tobacco  to  kill  an  eoemy." 

Now,  when  the  doctrine  of  contraband  may  be 
carried  to  such  dangerous,  and  even  ludicrous 
lengths,  does  it  not  appear  proper  to  abandon  it 
altogether? 

But  recurring  to  the  same  authority  to  which  1 
have  already  referred,  we  shall  find  what  Great 
Biitain  heiaetf  understood  to  be  the  right  of 
tralsin  the  year  1757: 

"  It  cannot,  1  think,  be  doubted,  that  accotdins  to 
thMs  prindplM  of  natnial  aqnitj,  which  coiutitnte 
the  law  of  nations,  the  people  of  sviry  counlij  must 
always  have  a  right  to  trade  in  geoaral  to  the  porta  of 
anj  State,  though  it  may  happen  to  be  engaged  in  war 
with  another,  provided  it  be  in  their  own  merchan- 
diae,  or  on  iheir  <mn  accoanl,  and  that  under  tbis  pre- 
tence tbej  do  not  attempt  to  screen  fiom  one  party 
the  effect*  of  the  other,  and  on  condition  also  that  they 
carry  not  to  either  of  them  any  implements  of  war,  or 
wbatever  else,  according  to  the  nature  of  their  respect- 
ive iituBlionB,  or  the  drcDmstances  of  the  case,  may 


*  "  De  tabaco  magnia  animis  inter  Hispanos  et  An- 
glos qnn  H  torn  ease  refert  ZoueheQi,  (part  S,  de  jure 
fee..  Sec  8,  Q.  13,)  et  ab  Hiapants,  judicatom  inter  res 
Veritas  bbm,  adeo  propterea  indlgnantibns  Anglis,  ut 
atiam  contra  Hispano*  represaaUas,  concewerint.  8ed 
an  ea  contioversia  de  tabaco  tandem  in  fiimani  abierit, 
Bodo  1  hoo  scio  me  Hispania  non  conscentire,  quia 
venm  eat  tabad  nallnm  nsam  Mse  ad  cndendam 
hortem."— itvniicraAoeA,  Qiueit.  Junt  pubUte,  Lib,  L 
Cap.X 


be  necosaary  to  them  for  their  defence.  As  clear  as 
this  point  may  be,  it  has  suSicientlj  appeared  by  the 
facts  deduced  above,  that  amid  the  irregularities  of 
war,  the  rulsB  of  equity  in  thia  respect  were  not  al- 
ways enough  regarded;  and  that  many  Goiemments, 
in  time  of  war,  bave  otien  most  licentiously  disturbed, 
and  sometimes  prohibited  totally,  the  commerce  of 
neutral  nations  with  their  enemies." — Ditcourm  on 
Ike  amduel  of  Great  Britain. 

Here  is  no  mention  of  accustomed  trade.  En- 
emy's property  and  contraband  goods  alone  are 
mentioned  as  forbidden  to  be  carried  by  the 
neutral.  If  a  man  had  written  a  treatise  in 
defence  of  American  commerce  he  could  not 
been  more  explicit ;  he  could  not  now  hare 
[aken  a  different  ground.  We  claim  the  right  of 
carrying  our  own  property — the  products  of  our 
own  industry  and  enterprise — to  the  ports  of 
France,  Spain,  and  Holland,  in  our  own  ships, 
and  of  imporiiog  goods  from  the  belligerent  Pow- 
s  into  our  own  country.  Tbis  is  all  for  which 
s  contend.  We  send  money  to  tbe  East  Indies 
d  provisions  to  the  West  Indies,  and  we  re- 
ceive in  return  tbeir  coffee  and  sugar,  which 
yields  us  a  profit,  and  of  which  we  obtain  greater 
quantities  tnan  are  required  for  our  own  con- 
sumption. What  then?  Are  the  United  States 
bound  to  keep  on  hand  the  whole  surplus?  If 
so,  we  roust  abandon  the  trade  altogether,  for  the 
accumulation  would  destroy  it.  No.  These  goods 
once  landed  become  part  of  the  stock  of  the  na- 
tion, and  she  acquires  the  same  right  to  export 
them  to  foreign  countries,  that  she  has  to  export 
her  native  productions.  She  has  the  same  right 
to  send  them  to  Hamburg,  to  Holland,  to  France, 
and  to  Spain.  When  this  is  done  another  profit 
is  obtained  by  our  merchants,  who  import  from 
Spain,  France,and  Holland,  certain  articles  which, 
on  their  arrival  in  the  United  Stales,  are  found  to 
be  beyond  our  wants,  or  betler  suited  to  other 
markets,  and  are  again  exported.  Are  we  to  be 
deprived  of  this  right  loo  ? 

Here  I  might  incidentally  notice  the  impress- 
ment of  our  seamen,  but  as  this  subject  has  been 
dilated  upon  very  fully,  t  shall  maae  but  a  sia- 

Sle  remark.     Although   we   hare  fiveo   up   tbe 
oclrine  that  the  national  fiag  shall  protect  beU 
ligereot  properly  on  board  of  our  ships,  yet  no 
_7ir  (.QQtgQJ   (^21  [{jjg  relinquishmenl  haa 
gone  so  far  as  to  admit  ibe  cruisers  of  a  nation  at 
war  to  take  from  our  ships  the  );oods,  much  less 
the  persons  of  fiieods.    And  in  a  case  where  we 
dad  a  British  officer  uniting  in  hin^self  the  char- 
acters of  party,  accuser,  and  judge,  I  do  think  the 
national  feelings  ought  to  be  called  forth.   Having 
thus,  as  I  think,  succinctly  stated  the  risbt  to 
carry  our  own  property  in  our  own  ships,  I  hope 
1  shall  be  indulged  in  making  a  few  remarks  oit 
advantage  to  the  nation  of  that  species  of 
e  most  affected  by  tbe  principle  assumed  by 
the  British  Government. 
A  distinction  has  been  attempted  to  be  drawn 
Iween  the  agricultural  and  commercial  inter- 
estsof  tbe  community.    But  it  has  been  conce- 
ded, that  if  by  this  trade  the  national  wealth  has 
been  increased,  it  is  as  much  entitled  to  protec- 
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rioD  as  ihe  profit  which  cprings  rroni  the  produc- 
tions of  ihe  noil.  If  it  were  possible  to  coa&ne 
our  comRierce  to  the  ez porta tioa  of  ihe  surplus  of 
our  igricukiiral  products,  and  to  the  introduction 
of  those  foreign  articles  of  whicb  we  are  in  want, 
there  is  do  man  but  would  agree  that  it  would  be 
idTantageous  to  carry  on  this  trade  bf  our  own 
merchants,  and  in  our  own  ships,  as  both  the 
freight  and  the  profit  would  be  sared  to  the  na- 
tional stock.  For  instance,  cotton,  on  which  Ihe 
average  profit  maj  be  stated  on  ererv  pnand  ex- 
ported at  not  le«s  than  two  and  a  half  cents,  and 
the  freight  at  three  cents.  If^  therefore,  the  car- 
riage of  this  article  is  made  in  oar  own  ships,  we 
save  on  ererjr  pound  of  cotton  exported  fife  and 
a  half  cents,  which,  if  transported  bjr  foreien 
merchants  in  foreign  vessels,  would  ^o  into  the 
pockets  of  foreigners.    The  same  thing  may  be 


therefore,  be  no  difference  of  opinion  respecting 
the  advanta^B  of  this,  which  may  be  called  the 


I  importing  foreign  products, 
re-exporting  the  surplus  of  those  products  be- 
yond our  own  consumption.  This  mav  be  called 
the  circuitous  branch  of  It.  Indepenaent  of  the 
profit  of  this  trade  to  Ihe  merchaoi,  there  are 
other  advantages  arising  from  it  to  the  consumer. 
Where  there  is  a  fair  competition  in  the  market, 
an  importation  of  any  article  much  beyond  the 
wants  of  the  people,  naturally  tends  to  reduce  the 
price,  even  alibouKn  it  should  be  intended  to  ex- 
port the  excess.  For  if  the  importer  can  get  a 
reasonable  profit,  he  will  prefer  selling  at  home  to 
encoantering  the  perils  of  the  sea,  and  the  uacer- 
ttinties  of  a  foreign  market  A  surplus  of  im- 
ported productions,  therefore,  is  a  circumstance 
which  naturally  brings  them  down  to  their  min- 
imum valae.  This  is  the  first  advantage,  and  is 
sensibly  felt  by  the  planter.  The  second  arixes 
from  the  pecoliarity  of  our  own  situation.  Moat 
of  the  manufactures  which  we  want  are  imported 
from  England  i  the  proceeds  of  our  exports  to 
other  countries  of  Europe  are  ordered  to  Great 
Britain,  and  there  constitute  a  fund  from  which 
the  importing  merchant  pays  debts  due  there. 
In  proportion  to  the  accumulation  of  this  fund, 
the  price  of  exchange  falls,  and  the  merchant  is 
enabled  to  impoit  more  with  the  same  capital; 
the  quantity  imported  will  exceed  Ihe  demand 
here,  and  those  manufactures  will  again  be  kept 
at  their  minimum  value.  These  are  the  advan- 
tages to  the  consumer,  and  are  but  slightly  con- 
nected with  the  mercaniile  profit  on  the  trade. 
But  there  is  an  advantage  independent  of  mere 
profit,  which  Ihave  hinted  at, but  which  has  not 
been  noticed  in  this  debate — I  mean  the  freight. 
From  a  statement  on  your  table  it  appears,  that 
in  the  foreign  trade,  six  hundred  and  seventy 
thousand  tons  of  American  shipping  are  annually 
employed.  The  price  of  freight  in  time  of  peace 
from  Qreat  Britain  to  America  might  be  estima- 
ted at  £3  sterling  per  ton.    Taking  this  as  aa 


average  rate,  if  we  reckon  it  at  as  much  oat  aad 
calcu&t«  upon  two  voyages  a  year,  this  wontd  bo 
£8  sterling  per  too ;  but  supposing  only  half  tbe 
shipping  to  be  employed,  and  reckoning  at  ihia 
old  peace  average,  the  amount  of  freisht  wtnitd 
be  upwards  of  eleven  Duliions  of  doUars;  sec- 
men's  wages  may  perhaps  be  not  ioaecurately  es- 
timated at  about  three  millions  of  dollars,  de- 
ducting which,  it  will  be  found  on  this  moderMe 
calculation  that  there  is  an  annual  benefit  drawm 
from  this  freight-trade  of  eight  millions  of  dol- 
lars. I  ask,  then,  if  this  trade  is  not  worth  pro- 
tecting? I  might  further  show  the  advantage  of 
this  trade  to  the  tgriculcural  interest,  by  sutin^ 
that  the  increase  of  capital  from  the  profila  of  it 
enables  the  merchant  to  give  a  higher  price  Cw 
the  productions  of  the  planter  and  MTraer- 

The  next  question  is,  whether  the  coarae  con- 
templated by  the  lesoltitioD  will  be  adequate  to 
proourje  a  redress  of  the  injuries  of  which  we 
complain.  Id  every  discossioa  of  this  kiix!  Ibe 
first  consideration  is  whether  the  measure  which 
we  are  about  to  adopt  will  be  the  most  diaireninff 
to  ourselves  or  to  our  adverwry,  and  the  arcond, 
whether  it  will  be  such  as  to  induct  the  Pow«t 
injuring  us  to  desist  from  her  a^reasioas.  I  gave  > 
my  reasons  on  a  fonser  occasion  for  bclieviag 
that  a  total  prohibition  of  British  goods  will  tun 
answer  our  [Kirpose ;  1  believe,  however,  the  mea- 
sure now  proposed  wilt.  By  the  report  t>{  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  it  appears  tkat  in  tke 
trade  between  this  country  ana  Great  Britnm 
there  is  a  balance  in  her  hvor  of  twelve  m 
of  doHars  per  annum.  There  are  so»e  i 
eratioDS  wnicb  induce  me  to  think  this  e 
overrated.  All  goods  paying  ad  valorem  dotiw 
imported  from  the  Bast  Indies  ere  estimated  ai 
the  custom-house  by  adding  twenty  pet  cast.  i» 
their  original  cost,  and  those  imported  from  Bo- 
rope  by  adding  10  per  cent,  on  the  invoice  prioe; 
deduetiDf  this  advance  from  Ihe  amount  of  goods 
paying  duties  ad  valorem,  imported  from  £iti«k 
dominions,  and  the  sum  will  be  diminished  two 
or  three  millions.  The  true  bakuee  of  tiade 
carried  on  in  our  own  ships  is  best  shown  by  the 
difference  between  the  amoiwt  of  goods  tnported 
at  the  cost  at  the  places  from  which  they  aic 
brought,  and  the  amount  of  prodncis  exported  at 
the  places  to  which  they  are  carried ;  and  At 
freignt  alivays  constituting  a  part  of  the  pric^  a 
trade  may  be  advantageous  to  a  nation  merely  tfy 
saving  tde  carriage.  But  Ihe  profit  ought  at 
least  to  be  taken  into  view.  I  may  be  incorrect, 
but  I  believe  not  much,  in  supposing  the  profit  on 
cotton  exported  lo  Great  Britain  to  be  two  cents 
a  pound,  it  would  amount,  upon  an  aversLge  of 
three  years,  to  half  a  million  of  dollars  per  an- 
num. This  ought  also  to  be  deducted  from  the 
balance  as  reported  by  the  Secretary.  In  this 
way  the  relative  difference  between  the  amMuU 
of  exports  and  imports  to  and  from  the  British 
dominioM  is  materially  diminished;  and  aAet 
this  calculation  I  believe  it  will  be  jound  that  tkie 
diSerence  does  not  exceed  ten  milliooa  of  doUars. 
This  excess  of  imports  over  expertamiM  be  made 
up  from  our  trade  to  othei  conntrie^-'frviD  avr 
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trade  to  Hulland,  France,  Snaio,  aod  no  on.  Nor 
is  this  source  insdrquBle.  Taking  only  two  arti- 
cles or  our  rzpori  lo  ihoiecoBniries — i  mean  cot- 
ton and  coffee — of  the  firrt  of  which  Prance 
takes  about  one-fourlh  of  all  which  we  ship,  and 
making  the  same  deductions  which  I  have  oefore 
staled  OD  goods  imported  and  paying  duties  ad 
valorem,  and  without  caleulating  the  profit  oo 
other  articles,  I  think  I  may  be  warranied  in' 
stating  [he  whole  amouat  of  our  exports  to  all 
parts  of  the  world,  estimated  npon  the  Secreta- 
ry's report,  for  three  years,  at  an  aTcrage  of  sev- 
ent^two  millions  of  dollars  per  annuin,  and  our 
imports  at  serenly  millions,  leaving  a  balance  to 
the  United  States  of  about  two  millions  of  dol- 
lars. This  sum  added  to  what  I  hare  said  arises 
frum  our  freight,  namely,  eight  millions  of  dol- 
lars, produces  a  clear  sum  of  ten  millions  of  di^ 
lars  as  the  aDDual  average  profit  to  the  nation  on 
ourtradewiib  the  whole  world.  This  isihefruil 
of  thirteen  years  neutrality,  and  i(  is  this  sum 
which,  eccuDKilatiDg  in  the  hands  of  our  mer- 
cfaante,  has  formed  the  capital  which  enables 
them  to  carry  the  eotnoterce  of  the  world,  and 
efieciually  contradicts  the  cliarge  of  coreriug 
property. 

If  I  am  right  in  stating  the  balance  of  trade 
between  us  and  Great  Britain  at  teit  millions  of 
dolbrs  in  her  fyroi,  every  step  which  we  may 
lake  lendioff  to  reduce  this  balance,  will  so  far 
operate  to  Der  injary.  This  may  be  done  by 
adoptiog  the  coarse  recommended  in  the  resolu- 
tioo  before  us.  Id  doing  this,  it  behooves  us  to 
■ingle  out  such  articles  as  we  can  do  without,  or 
which  we  can  procure  from  other  countries. 
This  will  affect  Qteat  Britain  without  materially 
iojarin^  ourselves.  The  prohibition  in  the  reso- 
IwioB  IS  confined  to  articles  which  raay  be  got 
frooK  the  continent  of  Europe,  or  manufactured 
at  home.  In  this  way  we  may  diraioish  the  bal- 
ance against  us  in  our  British  trade,  and  if  ve 
could  so  far  reduce  it,  ic  would  be  an  annual  loss 
to  that  nation  of  ten  millions  of  dollBt^  white  it 
would  injure  us  but  little.  It  will,  therefore,  be 
her  interest  to  prevent  the  effects  of  this  measure 
by  desisting  from  her  aggressions,  and  by  adopt- 
ing a  system  founded  in  justice  and  mutual  ad- 
vantage to  the  neutral  and  to  the  belligerent. 

But  while  I  am  in  favor  of  this  resolution,  I 
wish  it  had  been  accompanied  by  some  measures 
connected  with  a  permanent  system  of  naviga- 
tion laws,  such  as  1  lind  the  honor  of  introducing. 
It  is  said,  however,  that  ]f  our  narigation  is  so  far 

Protected  that  foreign  shipping  is  almost  banished 
■oak  your  ports.  This  is  true;  but  this  effect 
does  not  flow  fromour  commerciat  regulaiioBs. 
It  arises  from  the  circumstances  of  the  limes — 
from  the  war  between  the  great  maritime  oatioiis 
of  Europe.  Their  ships  must  be  armed;  they 
must  have  more  men;  provisions  with  them  are 
dearer  than  with  us;  they  caaaolsail  as  cheap  as 
we  can,  and  to  this  inability  must  be  added  the 
difference  in  the  rale  of  insurance.  These  are 
the  causes  of  the  decrease  o(  foreign  tonnage  in 
our  trade.  Another  consideration  sliows  that  this 
etbct  does  not  ptoceed  from  om  commercial  reg- 


ulations. Orest  Britain  lays  higher  discHmiDa* 
ting  duties  on  goods  imported  into  the  United 
Kingdom,  in  American  ships,  iban  the  difference 
raid  in  duties  on  goods  brought  to  the  United 
Stales  in  foreign  and  American  vessels.  On  some 
articles  it  amounts  to  one-third  of  the  duly  ;  add 
to  this  that  our  vessels  are  charged  port  daiiea, 
lighl-iooney,  and  other  duties  much  beyond  those 
which  are  paid  by  her  ships  in  our  ports.  Cd»- 
bining  all  inese  cirentnstaocet  together,  it  will  be 
fonaif  that  American  vessels,  in  the  trade  carried 
I  Great  Britain,  sail  under  great  dihadvanta- 
ges  from  commercial  arrangements,  and  are  ex- 
posed to  greater  bnTden.s  in  her  ports  than  British 
essr-ls  are  in  ours.  The  same  observations  ap- 
•ty  in  a  sreat  degree  to  our  intercourse  with  th« 
ither  belligereat  Powers.  Beside*,  we  at*  pro- 
hibited from  trading  to  the  British  colonies  in  ou 
own  ships.  We  are  not  permitted  lo  go  ihare 
unless  by  proclamations  of  their  Governora,  dic- 
tated sometimes  by  necessity,  and  often  by  cs- 
price.  By  the  English  navigation  act  we  cannot 
carry  anything  but  articles  of  the  growth  or  pr»- 
dnctof  our  own  country,  while  we  permit  everr- 
ihing  to  be  brooghi  from  Great  Britain.  I  sfaoald 
sirppose  ft  would  be  right  to  meet  her  regulstioni 
by  adopting  reciprocBlones,  and  to  prohibit  any 
articles  being  brought  by  her  vessels  into  the 
United  States,  which  are  not  the  growth,  pro- 
duce, or  manufacture  of  the  British  dominions. 
I  hope  a  provision  of  this  nature  will  at  some 
future  day  make  a  part  of  our  perniaaent  navi- 
gation system.  I  have  declared  myself  in  favoi 
of  the  resolniion  on  your  table;  yet,  however  in- 
consistent it  may  appear  to  some  gentlemen,  I 
most  be  indulged  in  expressinai  a  hope  that  the 
final  questian  will  be  delayed  lor  a  few  days.  Il 
has  been  already  said  fhet  a  great  lenglk  of  tinte 
(nearly  four  months)  has  eli^wed  since  we  have 
heard  from  our  Miniater  at  the  Court  <rf  Great 
Britain,  and  from  the  importance  of  the  events 
which  are  passing  on  the  great  theatre  of  Barme, 
It  is  probable  Ihey  will  have  no  inconsiderable 
effect  on  her  measirres  towards  us.  Our  Minister 
is  now  engaeed  in  a  negotiation,  the  result  of 
which  I  should  wish  to  know  before  we  act  on 
this  resolution.  I  therefore  hope,  that  after  we 
have  made  a  little  further  progress  in  this  discus- 
sion, the  Committee  will  rise,  and  lake  some  fu- 
ture lime  to  deliberate  on  the  subject. 

Mr.  Eppeb  hoped  the  Committee  would  not 
rise.  The  subject  bad  been  long  before  the  Com- 
mittee, and  tlwy  were  perfectly  ripe  for  a  decie- 
ioa  ;  the  subject  pressed  for  a  decieioD.  After  n 
vote  on  the  resolution,  a  bill  miwt  be  Woughi  in, 
on  every  item  of  which  a  discussion  may  take 
place,  and  then  it  will  still  remain  to  be  diseussed 
in  the  other  branch.  As  to  any  chanre  of  aftirs 
in  Europe,  they  ought  to  have  no  inmience  upoD 
our  affairs  in  this  decision.  1  wish  that  Great 
Britain  knew  at  this  moment  the  step  which  the 
nation  is  about  to  take,  that  she  might  learn  that 
when  our  rights  are  invaded,  we  will  not  hesitate 
to  take  measures  for  obtaining  redress. 

Mr.  Shilii  likewise  opposed  the  motion.  He 
asked  wiketber  U  became  tbem  to  wait  foi  &  state 
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of  iSairs  more  favorable  to  BriiaiD  than  the  prea- 
eni,  and  whether  the  Uoited  Sialea  would  then 
be  en&bled  to  meet  her  on  better  ground.  Sup- 
posiog  even  there  was  a  probabiliiy  of  a  favora- 
Me  treaty  being  formed,  it  ought  in  baTe  no  in- 
fluenee  on  ibeir  decision,  for  it  was  known  thai 
ai  soon  as  a  treaty  was  ratified,  it  became  (b( 
law  of  the  land,  and  repealed  all  imerferlng  laws 
Ooe  ibing,  however,  was  important,  that  even 
■upposing  a  treaty  to  be  foimed.  Great  Brtiaii 
should  see  we  were  determined  not  to  be  tram- 
pled on,  but  to  resist  her  a^ressioDa. 

The  motion  for  the  Committee  to  rise  having 
been  rejected,  the  question  was  taken  on  the  res' 
olulioa  originally  proposed  by  Mr.  Nicbolson. 
when  the  Committee  rose,  and  the  House  cod- 
onrred  in  its  adoption — yeaa  87,  nays  35,  aa  fol 

Till — Evkn  Aleiuider,  Willis  Alston,  jr.,  Isebc 
Andenon,  David  Bard,  Joseph  Barker,  Burwell  Bas- 
■ett,  G«orge  M.  Bedin^sr,  Bamabai  Bidwell,  William 
BlacUodge,  John  Blake,  jr.,  Thomas  Blount,  Robert 
Brown,  John  Bojle,  Willism  Butler,  George  W. 
Campbell,  John  Chandler,  John  Claiborne,  Chritto- 
pher  Clark,  Joseph  Clay,  Matthew  Clay,  George  Clin- 
ton, jr.,  Tredeiick  Conrad,  Jacob  Crowninshield,  Rjcb- 
ard  Cutta.  EiTK  Darby,  William  Diduon,  Peter  Early,' 
Jsmea  Elhot,  Ebenezer  Elmer,  John  W.  Eppes,  Wil- 
liam Findley,  James  Pisk,  John  Fowler,  Peterson 
Goodwyn,  Edwin  Gray,  Andrew  Gregg,  Taaiah  L. 
Green,  Silas  Haloey,  John  Hamilton,  William  Helms, 
David  Holmes,  John  O.  Jackson,  Thomas  Kenan,  Ne- 
bemisb  Knight,  Micbsel  Leib,  Matthew  Lyon,  Duncan 
McFartind,  Patrick  Mifrnder,  Hobeit  Marian,  Joaiah 
Misters,  Nicholas  S.  Moore,  Thomas  Moore,  Jere- 
miah Morrow,  John  Morrow,  Gordon  S.  Mumford, 
Thomas  Newton,  jr.,  Joseph  H.  Nicholson,  Gideon 
Olin,  John  Pugh,  Thomas  M.  Randolph,  John  Rea  of 
Pennnrlvanis,  John  Rbea  of  Tennessee,  Jacob  Rich- 
aida,  John  Rusfell,  Peter  Saillj,  Thomas  Bammons, 
MsTtin  G.  Bchuneman,  James  Sloan,  John  SmiUe, 
John  Smith,  Ssmuel  Smith,  Henry  Southard,  Joaeph 
Btanton,  David  Thomu,  Uri  Tracy,  Joseph  6.  Var> 
num,  Matthew  Walton,  John  Wbitebil],  Robert  Wbite- 
biU,  Eliphalet  Wickes,  David  R.  Williams,  Marma- 
duke  WjUisms,  Nathan  Williams,  Alexander  Wilson, 
Richard  Winn,  Joseph  Winston,  and  Thomas  Wynne. 
Niia — Silas  Betton,  Phanuel  Bishop,  James  M. 
Broom,  John  Campbell,  Levi  Caaev,  Martin  Chit- 
tenden, Leonard  Covington,  Samuel  W.  Dana,  John 
Davenport,  jr.,  Eliaa  Esrle,  Caleb  Ellis,  William  Ely, 
James  M.  Gamett,  Charles  Goldsborough,  Seth  Hast- 
ings, David  Hough,  James  Kelly,  Joseph  Lewis,  jr., 
Jonalliso  0.  Mosaly,  Jeremiah  Nelson,  Roger  Nelson, 
Timothy  Pitkin,  jr.,  Joeiah  Q u in cy,  Thomas  Sandfbrd, 
J<din  Cotton  Smith,  Thomaa  Spalding,  Bichard  Stan- 
Ibrd,  William  Stsdman,  Lewis  B.  Slurges,  Samuel 
Taggait,  Benjamin  Tallmadge,  Samuel  Tenney,  Philip 
R.  ThompH>n,  Daniel  C.  Verplanek,  and  Peleg  Wads- 
Mr.  Early  moved  that  the  reaolntion  be  referred 
to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  to  bring  in 
a  bill. 

'  Mf ssra.  Alston,  Suilie,  Lgib,  and  Soutbabd, 
opposed  this  reference,  and  advocated  a  reference 

The  motion  of  reference  to  the  Committee  of 
Waya  and  Meana  was  disagreed  to  without  a  di- 


vision ;  when  the  reference  to  a  select  committee 
nf  five  members,  composed  of  Messrs.  Mdhpobo, 
BcDWELL,  Smiue,  Bffeb,  and  Alston,  obtained. 

Mr.  Eablv  laid  a  resolution  on  the  table, 
declaring  it  expedient,  in  the  opinion  of  the  House, 
to  adjourn  on  the  first  Monday  in  April. 

Mr.  Greog  observed  that  as  it  appeared  to  be 
the  sense  of  tbe  House,  not  to  go  further  tbis  ses- 
iioa  than  lo  carr^  into  effect  the  resolution  just 
agreed  to,  and  as  it  was  the  wish  of  some  fi:entl«- 
men  to  discharge  tbe  Committee  of  the  Whole 
from  the  resolution  which  he  had  had  tbe  honor 
to  submit,  he  would  move  that  the  Committ^  of 
the  Whole  should  be  discharged  from  that  reso- 
luiioD. 

Mr.  Sloan  having  acquiesced  in  the  same 
course  with  regard  (o  bis  resolution,  tbeConaroit- 
lee  were  discharged,  without  a  division,  from  the 
further  consideration  of  both  those  proposition*. 

These  resolutions  having  been,  by  this  voi^ 
again  brought  before  the  House,  Mr.  Earlv  moved 
to  postpone  them  indefinitely,  but  withdrew  bis 
motion,  on  Mr.  GRBao  and  Mr,  Sloan  agreeing 
to  withdraw  their  respective  resolutions. 

Tuesday,  March  18. 
Mr.  Jackson,  from  the  committee  appointed,  on 
the  iweniy-lhitd  of  December  last,  on  a  Message 
from  the  President  of  the  United  Slntes,  irans- 
milling  a  report  from  the  Qovernor  and  Presidjag 
Judge  of  toe  Territory  of  Michigan,  relative  to 


Mr.  Jackson,  from  the  same  committee,  present- 
ed a  bill  to  provide  for  the  adjustment  of  titles  of 
laud  in  the  Territory  of  Michigan,  and  for  other 
purposes;  which  was  read  twice  and  committed 
to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  Monday  next. 

A  message  from  the  Senate,  informed  the 
House  that  the  Senate  agree  to  tbe  conference 
desired  by  this  House  oD  the  subject-matter  of  the 
ameodmenl  proposed  by  the  Senate  to  the  bill, 
entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Peter  Landais," 
and  disagreed  to  by  this  House;  aod  have  ap- 
pointed managers  at  the  said  conference  on  their 
part. 

POTOMAC  BRIDGE. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  tbe  amend- 
ments reported  from  the  Committee  of  the  whole 
House,  on  the  fourth  instant,  to  tbe  bill  authori- 
zing the  erection  of  a  bridge  over  the  river  Poto- 
mac, in  the  District  of  Columbia:  Whereupon, 
the  amendments  to  the  first,  third,  fourth,  fifth, 
seventh,  eighth,  ninth,  and  tenth  sections  of  the 

d  bill  being  again  read,  were,  upon  the  ques- 

D  severally  put  thereupon,  agreed  to  by  the 

The  amendment  to  the  last  proviso  in  the  elev- 
enth section  of  the  said  bill  being  under  consider- 
I,  the  said  proviso  was  read,  in  the  words  fol- 
lowing, to  wit; 

And  jtroeidcd  further,   That,  if  the  net   annnal 
nue  arising  from  the  said  tolls  shall,  at  any  time, 

exceed  the  average  rate  of per  centum  par  annum 

upon  the  capital  stock  actually  snbw:nbed  for,  after  do- 
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ducting  the  uinaal  eipcDw  orkecping  and  muntdU' 

ing  the  uid  bridge,  praperl?  repHiied,  and  fumiilied 
with  all  DFceaury  atleiidance  and  implemeDt*,  of  com- 
penuting  the  officen,  agents,  and  lerTatit*.  of  the  raid 
company,  and  other  incidental  annual  eipenaea  in  car- 
T;ing  on  the  businen  of  the  said  company;  then,  and 
ia  that  ca<e,  the  rates  of  toll  may  be  thereafleT  altered 
and  regulated  aa  Congrees  may  judge  proper ;  and  the 
Pieiident  and  Directors  of  aaid  company  shall  lay  before 
,  Congress  the  annual  accounts  of  tbeii  receipU  and  ei- 
penditures,  aa  alao  of  the  capital  employed  m  the  erec- 
tion of  the  (aid  bridge  :" 

The  question  being  lakeD  that  tbe  House  do 
tgree  with  the  ComDiitiee  of  lb«  nbole  House  in 
their  mroeodmeDt  to  fill  ap  the  blanli  io  the  said 

Co*iao,  for  the  rate  per  centum  therein  to  be  Etl- 
ired,  with  the  words  "  twenty 'four ;"  it  passed 
in  the  negative — yeas  49,  nays  53,  as  follows: 

YiiB — George  M.  Bedinger,  Silas  Belton,  James  M. 
Broom,  William  Butler,  Martin  Chittenden,  Christo- 

Eher  Clark,  Joseph  Clay,  Matthen  Clay,  Elias  Garle, 
!aleb  Ellis,  Ebenezer  Elmer,  James  M.  Gamett,  Pe- 
terson Goodwyn,  8ilaa  Halsey,  8eth  Hastings,  Da<rid 
Holmes,  David  Bough,  James  Kelly,  Thomas  Kenan, 
Joseph  Lewie,  jnn.,  Matthew  Lyon,  Thomas  Moore, 
Jonathan  O.  Mosely,  Joseph  B.  TlichoUon,  Joaiah 
Quincy,  John  Rea  of  Pennsylvania,  Jacob  Richards, 
John  Russell,  Peter  Bailly,  Thomas  Sammons,  Martin 
O.  Schuneman,  John  Cotton  Smith,  Thomas  Spald- 
ing, Richard  Stanford,  William  Stedman, Samuel  Tag- 
gart,  Philip  R.  Thompson  Thomas  W.  Thompeon, 
Uri  Tracy,  Abram  Trigg,  Philip  Van  Cortlandt,  KJllian 
K.  Van  Rensselaer,  Peleg  Wadsworth,  John  Whitehilj, 
Eliphatet  Wi ekes,  David  R.  Williams,  Alexander  Wil- 
•OD,  Richard  Winn,and  Joenih  Winston. 

Nats— Evan  Alexander,  Willis  Alston,  junior,  Da- 
vid Bard,  Joseph  Barker,  Barnabas  Bidwell,  John 
Blake,  jun.,  Thomas  Bloant,  Robert  Brown,  George 
W.  Campbell,  John  Campbell,  John  Chandler,  Fred- 
erick Conrad,  Orchard  Cook,  Jacob  Crowniiuhield, 
Soinael  W.  Dana,  Ezra  Darby,  John  Daisnpart,  junior, 
William  Dickson,  Peter  Early,  Jamea  Elliot,  William 
Ely,  William  Findley,  Jamea  Fiak,  Charles  Golds- 
bwongh.  Edwin  Gray,  Isaiah  L.  Green,  John  Hamil- 
toD,  Michael  Leib,  Dnncan  MacFarland,  Patrick  Ma- 
gruder,  Josiah  Masters,  Nicholas  R.  Moore,  John  Mor- 
row, Gurdon  S.  Mumford,  Roger  Nelson,  Gideon  OUn, 
Timothy  Pitkin,  junior,  John  Pugh,  Thomas  M.  Ran- 
dolph, John  Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Thomas  Sandford, 
Ebenexer  Seaier,  Jamea  Sloan,  John  Smith,  Samoel 
Smith,  Henry  Bonthard,  Bei^amin  Taltmadge,  Samuel 
Tenney,  Joseph  B.  Vamnm,  Matthew  Walton,  Robert 
Whitehin,  Marmaduke  Williams,  end  Nathan  Wil' 

A  motion  was  then  made,  and  the  qaeslion  be* 
in^  put,  to  fill  up  the  blank  in  the  said  proTiso 
with  the  word  "  twenty,"  it  was  molTed  in  ihe 
affirmative. 

The  other  amendmeDls  to  tbe  said  eleventh 
section  being  under  eonsideralion,  were,  npon  the 

BiesiioD  severally  put  thereupon,  agreed  to  hp  the 
ouse. 

A  motion  was  then  made,  and  the  question  be- 
ing put,  farther  to  amend  the  said  bill,  by  addiae, 
at  the  end  thereof,  a  new  section,  in  ine  wotde 
foUowini;,  to  wit : 

"  And  bt  itfurthtr  tnaeted.  That,  in  case  said  bridge 
■honid,  at«nj  time  hereafter,  be  destianred,  and  the 


cotporale  property  of  the  said  company  should  theieby 
prove  inauflicient  to  pay  the  debts  owing  by  said  com- 
pany, each  creditor  of  said  company,  after  havmg  ob- 
tained judgment  against  raid  company  for  the  debt  ow- 
ing to  him,  may  levy  his  eiecntion  on  the  persons  or 
private  property  of  the  individuals  composing  said  com* 

Gny  at  Che  time  of  the  destruction  of  said  bridge,  and 
ve  satisfaction  fl^>m  each  of  said  individnels  for  a  sum 
that  shall  have  the  same  proportion  to  the  amount  of 
aaid  judgment  as  tbe  share,  or  number  of  sbares,  in  die 
said  bridge,  owned  by  the  individual  upon  whom  tha 
execnlion  be  levied,  bears  to  the  whole  number  of  ac- 
tivs  sharea  in  tbe  same :" 

It  passed  in  the  negative — yeas  44,  nays  65,  as 


Jacob  Crown insbield.  Samuel  W.  Dana.  Em  Darby, 
Peter  Early,  James  Elliot,  Caleb  Qllis,  WillUm  Findley, 
John  Fowler,  Charlea  Goldsharough,  Isaiah  L.  Green, 
David  Holmes,  David  Hough,  Michael  Leib,  Duncan 
MacFarland,  Patrick  Magruder,  Josiab  Masters,  Jere- 
miah Nelson,  Roger  Nelson,  Gideon  OUn,  Timothy 
Pitkin,  jr.,  John  Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Thomas  Sandford, 
James  Btoan,  John  C.  Smith,  Samuel  Smith,  Joaeph 
Stanton,  Samuel  Tenney,  Thomas  W.  Thompson,  Jo- 
seph B.  Vamum,  Peleg  Wadsworth,  Matthew  Walton, 
John  Whitehill,  Robert  WhitebiU,  David  R.  WilUama, 
and  Marmaduke  Williams. 

Nats — Evan  Aieiander,  Joaeph  Bariier,  Burwdl 
Basaett,  George  M.  Bedinger,  Silas  Betlon,  William 
Blackledge,  James  M.  Broom,  William  Butler,  Martin 
Cbitteodea,  John  Claiborne,  Christopher  Clark,  Joseph 
Clay,  Matthew  Clay,  George  Clinton,  jun.,  Frederick 
Conrad  Richard  Cutts,  John  Davenport,  jr.,  William 
Dickson,  Elias  BaHe,  Ebaneier  Elmer,  William  Ely, 
John  W.  Eppea,  Jamea  Fisk,  Jamea  M.  Garnett,  Peter- 
son Goodwyn,  Andrew  Gregg,  Silas  Balsey,Seth  Hast- 
ings, William  Helms,  Jbhn  G.  Jackson,  Walter  Jones, 
Jamea  Kelly,  Thomas  Kenan,  Joaeph  Lewis,  jun., 
Matthew  Lyon,  Robert  Marion,  Nicholas  R.  Moore, 
Tbomaa  Moore,  Jonathan  O.  Moseley,  Gurdon  S.  Mam- 


if  Pennsylvania,  Jacob  Richards,  John  Russell,  Peter 
Sailly,  Martin  G.  Schuneman,  Thomas  Bpalding,  Rich- 
ard Stanford,  William  Stedman,  Lewis  B.  Sturgee, 
Samnet  Tsggart,  Benjamin  Tallmadge,  PhSip  R. 
Thompwm,  tiri  Tracy,  Philip  Van  Cortlandt,  lUUiati 
K.  Van  Renaselaer,  Eliphalet  Wickea,  Nathan  Wfl- 
Hams.  Alexander  Wilson,  Richard  Winn,  and  Joasjih 
Winston. 

The  House  proceeded  farther  to  amend  the  nid 
bill:  when,  an  adjonmment  being  called  for,  the 
House  adjoomed. 

Wednesday,  March  19. 

A  petition  of  sundry  iDhebilants  of  the  county 
of  Prince  William,  in  the  State  of  Virginia,  was 
presented  to  the  House  and  read,  eipressiTe  of 
their  wishes,  and  praying  that  the  bill  authorizing 
*>'?  erection  of  a  bridge  over  the  river  Potomac, 

the  District  of  Columbia,  may  b«  passed  inloji 
law. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  petition  do  lie  on  the 
table. 

Mr.  Stikton,  one  of  the  memben  from  ib.t 
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State  of  Rhode  Island,  preteoled  to  the  Hume 
several  resalutionB  of  (he  Oeaeral  Aesemblf  of 
the  said  Slate,  dibagreeing  to  cerlaia  resoluUQQs 
of  the  Lizfgisla lures  of  the  States  of  Keatuck y  and 
Peaasylrsniii,  proposing  an  ameadmeDt  to  the 
Coastitutiou  ofthe  United  Stales,  so  as  to  eoiifiae 
the  judiciary  power  of  the  couru  of  the  United 
Slates  to  cprcatD  cases  in  the  said  resduiion  spe- 
cified ;  wbich  were  read,  and  ordered  to  Ue  on  the 
table. 

Mr.  Orboq,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Pablic 
Lands,  to  wbom  was  referred,  on  the  fourib  ulti- 
mo, the  memorial  of  the  regents  of  the  Uoiver- 
Hly  of  Orleans,  made  a  report  thereon ;  whicl^ 
was  read,  and  ordered  lo  be  referred  to  a  Com- 
loittee  of  the  whole  House  on  Satuidaf  next. 
On  moiioD,  it  was 

Re»olved,  That  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  so  much  of  the  Message  of  the  President 
of  the  United  States  "  as  relates  to  the  organiza- 
tiOD  and  classification  of  the  militia,  and  to  the 
augmentation  of  our  iaad  forces,  be  directed  tu 
inquire  into  the  expediency  of  passing  a  declara- 
torf  act  relaiiDE  to  the  exemption  of  mariners  ac- 
tually employed  in  the  sea  service  o(  any  citizen 
or  merchant  within  the  United  States  from  mili- 
tia duiv ;  and  thai  tbe  committee  have  leave  to 
report  by  bill,  or  otherwise. 

Tbe  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  tbe 
bill  authorizing  ihe  erection  of  a  bridge  over  the 
liver  Potomac,  in  the  Distnci  of  Columbia. 

Ordered,  That  tbe  said  bill  be  engroased,  and 
read  the  third  time  to-morrow. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Setinte,  having  b^en  informed  that  tbe 
honorable  JaMEs  Jaokson,  E-<q.,  one  of  the  Sen- 
ators from  tbe  State  of  Qeorgja,  died  yesterday, 
have  appointed  a  committee  to  take  order  for 
superintending  his  funeral. 

The  House  then  proceeded  to  consider  the  said 
meaaige;  Whereujmo, 

Beeolved,  wumxmoudy,  That  this  House  wilt 
ttteod  the  funeral  of  JaMES  Jaoksok,  Esq.,  late 
a.menber  of  tbe  Senate  of  the  United  Sutes. 

Bemtlved,  uncmiwtouit]/,  Tiial  the  memhera  of 
this  House  do  wear  mourning  oa  the  left  aim  for 
the  apaee  of  one  month,  in  testimony  of  iheir  re- 

rt  for  tbe  memory  of  that  dislioguiahed  Bbv- 
ionary  patriot. 
CANAL  AT  THE  RAPIDS  OF  THE  OHIO. 
Mr,  BoTLB,  from  tbe  committee  appoioled,  on 
tlie  tenth  ultimo,  on  the  memorial  of  the  Legisla' 


Committee  of  the  Whole,  to  whom  was  commit, 
ted,  on  the  fifth  instant,  tbe  report  of  a  select 
committee  on  (be  peiitiun  of  the  President  and 
Directors  of  ibe  Ohesapeaire  and  Delaware  Caoal 
Company.    The  report  is  as  follows 


That,  uf  the  praeticatHlitj  of  opening  the  propowd 
canal,  and  of  its  pnflBreiMe  to  one  conlamp]si«d  ou 
Ihe  opposite  side  ofthe  river,  sa  well  on  account  ofthe 


greater  beili^  of  its  ■ecomptishment,  u  of  the  supe- 
rior mdvantagea  that  would  result  to  the  nsngstian  of 
A«  river,  whan  aeoooiplished,  may,  in  the  opinion  of 


the  comniiUee,  be  conectlj  ealimaled  by  lelvTeiiae  to  a 
draught  of  pstt  of  the  river,  and  notes  explaoBlMT 
theieot  vrhiui  accompany  the  memoiial.  Of  the  im- 
mense utility  of  the  proposed  canal  no  one  can  dooU 
who  reflecta  for  ■  moment  upon  tbe  vut  extent  of  Eet- 
tile  country  which  is  watered  by  the  Ohio  and  its  trib- 
uta^  streams,  and  upon  the  incalculaUe  amonnt  of 
ptodoce  which  must,  of  course,  necessarily  find  its  way 
to  market  by  descending  that  river  and  encoonieriaf 
the  danger  and  difficulties  of  passing  its  rapids.  But, 
besides  the  general  sdvantages  which  wonid  result 
from  the  mmfdetion  of  the  proposed  canal,  it  is,  in  tbe 
opinion  of  the  committee,  psrticulsriy  interesting  to  the 
United  Stales,  inssmocb  as  it  would  greatly  enhanea 
the  value  of  the  public  lands  northwest  of  the  OUs. 
ThereeaDbabntliltleilonbtlbat,  by  theaddilionel  Tales 
■t  would  give  to  tbe  public  lands,  the  United  Sum 
would  be  more  than  Tenaunerated  for  tha  aid  whiA  the 
Legislature  of  Kentucky  bave  salicited- 

From  these  conaidaratisns  th«  oommittee  would  not 
hesitate  to  recommend  a  donation  or  subscriptioa  of 
shares  to  Ibe  amouai  coBteraplated  by  the  biw  of  lbs 
Legislature  of  Kentucky  incorporating  Ihe  ObioCmDal 
Company,  if  they  believed  tbe  state  of  the  pahlie 
Goances  was  such  as  to  justi^r  it.  But,  from  the  ap> 
plicstions  siresdy  made  iur  aid  in  opsniug  canals,  it  ii 
probable  that,  if  Ihe  United  States  eoler  upon  ajpepeea 
of  this  kind,  those  expenses  cannot  be  inconsidoable ; 
and,  as  the  revenue  of  the  United  States  ii  abeadv 
pledged,  almost  to  the  tiill  amount,  fiir  purposes,  though 
not  more  oseful,  yet  more  urgent,  the  conuniltee  an 
induced  to  submit  the  following  resolution : 

JUnhtd,  That  it  is  inexpedient  to  grant,  at  pnaMt, 
the  aid  sdidteil  bj  tbe  Legislature  of  Kentucky,  in 
opening  a  canal  to  avoid  the  rapids  of  tiie  Ohio. 


,  March  20. 

A  Message  was  received  from  Ihe  Pteaidant  of 
(he  United  States,  commuoioating  iafOTOtation  ia 
relatioo  to  innoaaiione  of  Spaniah  troupe  on  tb« 
SabtDe.  Tbe  Message  was  read,  and,  lo^thet 
with  tbe  doctraaents  truiamittad  tfaerewiia,  «i- 
dered  to  lie  m  tbe  table. 

The  8pEa<H  laid  before  tbe  Hobm  a  letter  ftnd 
report  fron  tbe  PoMm  aster  Qeneral,  transmitaag 
a  list  of  the  names  of  persona  who  bare  cutde 
coatracts  for  carryinr  tbe  mail  of  Ihe  United 
States,  since  the  last  day  of  December,  one  thou- 
sand eight  hundred  and  four,  abowinv  tbe  terms 
and  duration  of  each  contracl,  respectively;  made 
in  pursuance  of  a  resolution  of  the  House  of  (he 
ibifteentb  instant ;  which  were  read,  and  ordared 
to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Clabk,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred,  on  Ihe  fifth  instant,  a  letter  from  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Navy,  communicating  the  iMtare 
and  extent  of  the  services  rendered  to  the  captive 
crew  of  the  lale  frigate  Philadelphia,  by  bia  Oao- 
bh  M^esty's  Consul  ai  Tripoli,  made  a  report 
ihereou ;  which  was  read  and  considered :  Where- 
upon, the  resolution  contained  in  the  said  report, 
in  the  form  of  a  joint  resolution  of  tbe  two  Huosa 
being  twice  read  at  the  Clerk's  table,  in  tbe  words 
following,  to  wit : 

Eaohed,  by  lAe  Senate  and  Haute  t^  S^ramta- 
tmt  ofthe  United  State*  ^f  Amerieain  Coiurem  «•- 
ttmbttd,  That  the  Freaident  of  the  Vailg^  Smm  ba 
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raqoMtad  to  ouwe  to  b«  made  known  to  Nicholai  C. 
NuMO,  £«].,  hk  DmiMi  Mijaty'i  Uotuul,  reaidins  at 
Tiipelj,  the  high  miin  aiitan«iri»d  b;  CoQRnM  of  hi* 
dinnlaiMltid  Mid  beaerolent  >ttei|tioDi  manifestad  lo 
Captain  Bainbridge,  hia  officcra,  and  new,  during  ttu 
tinta  of  their  capliTit;  ia  Tripoli. 

Ortkrtd.  Thai  the  aaid  reaolutioo  b«  Engrossed 
ud  nad  the  third  time  tu-morrow. 

FBroAT,  March  SI. 

Sereral  petitions  of  ttie  inhabitiDts  of  the  city 
of  New  York,  aigced  by  sundry  of  the  said  io- 
habitanta,  in  behalf  of  the  several  wards  of  the 
Bkid  ciif,  were  preaenied  to  the  Houap  and  read, 
prayiiw  that  permaDeDt  defence  for  the  city  and 
port  of  New  Yoi^i  may  be  speedily  ^onunenced, 
on  a  scale  that  will  inaure  protection  against  oa- 
tional  hosiitity,  or  predatory  iocursions;  and  that 
the  harbor  of  New  York  may  be  made  the  station 
of  such  ship*  of  war  as  are  not  otherwise  em 
ployed.T-Referred  to  a  ComiDitiee  of  the  wbule 
HuH»e  OQ  the  stale  of  the  Union. 

Mr.  MuMToan,  from  the  committee  apoointed 
on  the  aevenleenlh  insiaai,  presented  s  bill  to  pro- 
hibit the  importBiioD  of  certain  goods,  wares,  am' 
merchandise;  which  was  read  twice,  and  com 
mitled  to  a  Committee  of  the  whole  Hoa>e  oi 
Monday  next. 

Mr.  Tbohas.  from  the  Committee  on  the  Post 
Office  and  Post  Roads,  presented  a  bill  further 
alter  and  eaiablish  ceruia  post  roads;  which  w 
read  twice  and  committed  to  a  Cummittee  of  the 
whole  House  on  Mooday  nezL 

The  SpaaKH  laid  before  the  House  >  tetter 
from  the  Foatraasier  Qenetal,  showing  the 
MtDciions  to  the  iransmission  of  the  mail  from 
Athena,  in  the  State  of  Georgia,  lo  New  Orleans ; 
ud  giving  an  estimate  of  the  probable  expense  of 
openiiig  a  horse  road  between  the  same  poinia. 
Made  Id  pursuance  of  a  resolution  of  the  House, 
of  ttie  sevenieenrh  iostani;  wliicb  were  read,  ana 
referred  to  the  Committee  of  the  whole  House,  I 
whom  was  committed,  on  the  tweatieib  ultimo, 
die  bill  mahiog  appropriattona  for  the  aitpport  of 
Outen)meot,for  IDS  year  one  thousand  eight  hun- 
dred and  six. 

Mr.  CBOwniRBBiBLO,  from  the  Committee  ol 
Commerce  and  Manufactures,  presented  a  bill  tor 
erecting  certain  light-booaea  in  ibe  Bute  of  Massa- 
ehiuetts,  and  far  building  a  beacon  or  pier  at 
Bridgeport,  in  the  Slate  of  Comieeiicut;  which 
wm*  read  iwiee  and  committed  in  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  Uonse  on  Mooday  next. 

The  engfossed  resolution,iaibe  form  of  a  joint 
MMJaiion  of  the  two  Huusvs,  expresai*e  of  the 
sense  of  Coogreia  of  the  disinterested  and  benero- 
lent  attentions  of  his  Danisb  (khjesty's  Consul  at 
3:Hpuli,to  Captain  Bainbridge,  hia  officers,  and 
orew.  during  their  caplirity  at  Tripoli,  was  read 
the  third  lime 

BrKlved,  wuMomauds,  That  the  said  resola- 
tioa  do  pass,  and  that  the  Clerk  of  this  House  do 
earry  the  same  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  thir  con- 
currence. 

H(.  Eablt  offered  the  following  resolution : 


Boohed,  That  the  standins  and  select  eotamitlesa 
be  directfld  lo  repoit  On  all  the  buainesa  berelafore  re- 
ftned  lo  them,  and  now  depending,  beliiie  tha  last 
Wednesds;  of  the  present  month. 

Mr.  J.  C.  SucTB  opposed  Ibis  motion,  and  sug^ 
geslcd  the  propriety  of  acting  on  the  resolutioil 
relalire  lo  an  adjoarnment. 

Mr.  Early  withdrew  his  motion,  and  said  thai 
he  would  pursue  this  course. 

Mr.  E.  ibeo  withdrew  the  resolution  offered  by 
him  a  few  days  since,  relative  to  an  adjournment, 
and  substitnted  in  lieu  thereof  a  resolution  direct- 
laj  the  President  of  the  Senate  and  the  Speaks 
ol  the  House  of  RepreseDtatives  to  adjourn  the 
two  Houses  on  the  first  Mooday  of  April. 

Mr.  Shilie  mared  a  postponement  of  the  con- 
sideration of  this  resolution  until  Monday  iraek, 
lo  allow,  in  the  interim,  time  for  the  adoplitm  of 
the  national  business  be  lore  the  House. 

Mr.  Eablt  disclaimed  any  intention  to  defeat 
Ibe  measure  alluded  to  by  the  gentleman  from 
PeoRsylTania. 

After  some  further  debate  the  motion  of  post- 
ponement pre  railed. 

EULES  OF  THE  HOUSE. 

Mr.  TnoMABsaid  he  wished  to  submit  a  motion 
to  amend  the  rules  of  the  House  and  he  would,  in 
a  few  words,  state  the  reason  which  influenced 
him. 

The  bill,  said  Mr.  T.,  for  a  partial  non-importa- 
tion of  the  products  aod  manufactures  of  Qreat 
Britaia  is  now  before  us,  and  we  shall  soon  be 
again  engaged  on  the  subject  of  our  difierencet 
with  that  nation:  a  subject  which  has  beeit,  aod 
probably  will  be  again,  embraced  as  a  ibeme  on 
which  much  of  the  neciuus  time  of  this  House 
has  been  spent,  aod  1  tbiuk  its  dignity  prostrated  ; 
in  talking  about,  and  aoimad  veiling  on  all  tbe  lit- 
tle local  party  divisions,  which  have  been  artfully 
attempted  to  be  raised  in  dillerent  sections  of  this 
UnioQ  bv  designing  individuals  and  nevspaper 
writers,  but  whtcb,  as  tu  principle,  do  not  in  re- 
ality exist :  in  attempting,  by  luwepitbets  and  per- 
sonal allusions,  to  crimmate  the  present  Chief  Ma- 
gistrate of  this  country,  who  not  only  posaesies  the 

—  confidence,  and  is  the  pride  and  boast  of  al- 
inanimuui  America,  but  has  been  euU^iied 
througboutBurope,audilie  whole  civilized  world, 
for  the  salutary  measures  wDicb  he  has  recom- 
mended and  adopted,  to  lessen  hisown  patronage, 
m  lighten  the  burdens  of  the  people,  to  preserve 
peace,  aod  to  tender  their  independence,  freedom, 
and  happiness,  permanent  aod  secure,  and  whoie 
polilical  life  will  be  transmitted  to  pusleriiy,  in  (he 
laireat  pages  of  history,  as  a  model  of  public  virtue, 
and  true  patriotism  :  tu  canvassing  for  the  elec- 
tion of  auDtber  Preijident ;  in  attem[iiinglo  excite 
jealousies,  aod  disturb  tbe  barmooy  and  unanmilf 
of  the  nation,  at  tbjs  momeoiuus  crisis — besides 
tbe  low  personal  abuse,  which,  while  that  subject 
was  before  under  cunsideralioo,  has  beeo  levelled 
alagreat  number  of  tbe  musi  respectable  members 
of  this  House — all  of  which.  I  deem  a  gross  vio- 
lation of  its  dignity,  and  (he  honor  of  the  oatio^ 
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and  which  I  will  ael  my  face  agaiast,  while  I  am 
honored  with  a  seat  on  this  floor. 

Our  rules,  OD  this  subject,  areeithermitcoDSlrued 
or  they  are  defective — I  shall,  therefore,  propose 
analterstion. 

But  by  ihis,sBid  Mr.  T.,1  wish  not  lo  be  under- 
stood,  aahaviogany  reference  to  the  low  inreclirei 
directed  at  myself,  the  other  day,  by  a  member, 
whom  I,  eteicising  a  Const ilutional  right,  called 
to  order,  when,  in  my  opinion^  he  was  outtagiog 
decency  and  decorum — for  I  viewed  that  ooly  at 
a  (Iroke  In  the  desperate  struggle  of  ooe,  who,  froai 
disappoinlment  and  chagrin,  was  poiiiically  siran- 
cled  by  his  own  hands,  and  just  expiring.  I  feel 
far  above  being  affected  hv  anything  of  mis  bind, 
individually,  butlfeelfor  the  dignity  of  this  House 
Bad  for  the  reputation  of  the  American  Govern- 
ment— and  in  order,  if  possible,  to  prevent  this 
kind  of  transgression  in  future,  by  bringing  ques- 
tions of  Older  fairly  before  the  Chdir  and  the 
House,  1  will  submit  the  following  resolution 

Rttohed,  Thai  when  a  mamber  is  called  to  otder  by 
another,  he  ihall  immediately  sit  down,  and  the  mem- 
ber calling  the  othei  to  order  shall  thro  be  allowed  tc 
■late  the  paints  which  be  objecta  to,  a*  being  out  oi 
order,  lo  that  the  decision  of  tiie  Chair  and  the  House 
may  be  taken  thereon. 

The  resolution  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 
POSTMASTER  GENERAL. 

Mr.  Clark  said :  Mr.  Speaker,  I  rise  to  lay 
Tesolution  on  the  table,  which  I  have  for  some  tim 
past  kept  in  my  drawer.  1  will  Jo  this  with  a  viei 
of  afforilinz  this  House  an  opportunity  of  ezere 
singone  of  its  Constituiional  powers.  I  consider 
the  House  of  Representatives  as  the  immediate 
guardians  of  the  rights  of  those  whom  they  repre- 
sent. Tbey  are  more  dispersed  throughout  the 
United  Stales  than  any  other  class  of  public  men, 
and  from  them  on  their  return  home  the  people 
may  rationally  expect  a  more  complete  inTorma- 
tion  of  what  is  passing  here  than  from  an^  other 
persona.  In  so  extensive  a  country  there  is  a  bet' 
ler  chance  of  their  affairs  being  known  through 
thisorgan  than  through  licentious  presses.  With 
regard  to  the  public  character,  who  is  the  object 
of  this  resolution,  I  have  long  nad  suspicions,  and 
I  have  since  found^  from,  what  I  consider  good  au- 
thority, these  suspicions  confirmed.  I  have  good 
reason  to  believe  that  a  man  high  in  office,  no 
other  man  than  the  Postmaster  Oeneral  of  the 
United  Slates,  has  been  combining  and  machina- 
ting against  the  represeiitativesof  the  people,  and 
that  he  has  used  his  efforts  to  seduce  a  press(Mr. 
Clark  is  understood  to  have  alluded  lo  the  Au- 
rora) to  aid  him  in  a  claim  depending  before  this 
House.  I  knowof  one  authority  which  could  re- 
lieve this  Honse  from  the  necessity  of  discharging 
what  majr  be  considered  an  unpleasant  doty,  by 
getting  nd  of  what  may  be  called  a  public  nui- 
sance—I mean  the  President  of  the  United  States. 
It  is  becauiie  1  believe  that  great  and  good  man, 
whose  greateGi  fault,  if  he  has  a  fault,  consists  in 
his  goodness,  has  not  been  fully  informed  on  this 
nikject,  that  Itm  course  is  rendered  necessary,    I 


have  such  confidence  in  the  President,  that  1  be- 
lieve, if  he  had  received  this  information,  be  would 
not  have  suffered  his  officer  to  remain  a  moment 
in  place.  But  good,  just,  and  honest  himself,  he 
listens  to  earwigs  who  surround  liim,  who  extol 
this  officer,  and  whisper  sweet  tbiogs  in  his  favor. 
I  think  it  is  a  duty  1  owe  lo  the  Government  to 
take  this  step.  As  to  the  representative  part  of  it 
I  have  little  apprehension,  as  I  know  that  in  case 
or  misconduct  the  election  screw,  that  admirable 
feature  of  the  system,  will  apply  an  abundant  rem* 
edy.  But  when  an  officer  in  the  Executive  Dc 
pariment  is  found  to  be  and escr vine  of  confidence 
It  is  right  that  the  people  should  know  it;  and, 
with  the  convictions  I  entertain,  I  sbonid  not  do 
my  duty  if  I  did  not  make  this  motion,  before  iho 
end  of  my  political  life,  which  may  in  a  few  days 
expire — Ithereforesubmitthefollowingresolutioa: 

Rciolved,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  ioqniTe 
into  the  ronduct  of  Gideon  Granger,  Poatmaster  Gen- 
eral of  the  United  States,  and  report  their  opinion  whe- 
ther the  said  Gideon  Grsnger  hath  so  acted  in  hi>  ca> 
pacity  of  Postmssier  General,  as  to  require  the  intn- 
poeition  of  the  Constitutional  power  of  this  Hooae. 

The  House  having  agreed  to  consider  ibia  res- 
olution, 

Mr.  Dana  suggested  the  expediency  of  letiiog 
it  lie  for  a  day,  as  an  important  principle  was  in- 
volved in  its  adoption. 

Mr.  Clare  replied,  that  though  he  felt  the 
strongest  disposition  to  be  obliging,  fte  could  not 
agree  to  the  postponement.  Thesession  was  pres- 
sing towards  a  close,  and  there  was  no  time  to  be 
lost.  The  inquiry  ought  to  be  made,  that  the  of- 
ficer implicated  might,  if  innocent,  be  acquitted; 
and  if  guilty,  be  dismissed  from  ofiice. 

Mr.  Jacebon  hoped  the  resolution  would  not 
be  permitted  lo  lie  unacted  on.  It  is  eenaialy  a 
duly  due  by  gentletaen  on  thisfloor,as  well  to  their 
constituents,  as  to  the  gentleman  inculpated,  to 
call  for  an  invesligatioD.  This  duty  my  colleteue 
has  now  undertaken,  and  1  rejoice  at  it;  forwnen 
this  same  officer  was  accused  at  a  former  seaaioa, 
and  asked  an  inquiry  into  his  conduct,  we  were 
told  he  shoold  not  be  indidged  in  that  high  honor. 
1  trust  his  conduct  will  now  be  inquired  into ;  that 
if  gailty,  he  will  be  removed  from  office,  or  if  in- 
nocent, he  may  be  honorably  acquitted. 

Mr.  Lyon  was  likewise  in  favor  of  an  immedi- 
ate agreement  to  the  resolution,  and  remarked  that 
it  was  exactly  the  thing  solicited  the  last  aeaaion 
by  the  Postmaster  General. 

Mr.  Shilib  said  it  wai  proper  that  an  inquiry 
should  be  made  whenever  there  were  any  alies 


ft 


tions  of  criminality ;  without  such  allegation* 
was  not  ready  to  vote  for  this  inquiry— should  they 
be  made  he  should  be  ready  to  vote  for  it. 

Mr.  Clark  said  he  had  stated,  what  he  thought 
would  have  been  distinctly  heard  throughout  the 
House,  that  he  had  been  well  informed,  and  whick 
he  believed  could  be  established  by  uneiceptionaUa 
testimony,  that  the  Postmaster  General  bad  con- 
spired a^inst  the  representatives  of  the  peo^eby 
attempting  toseducea  press  in  favor  of  a  claim  m 
had  before  the  House. 

Mr.  Shilie  obserred  that  he  had  not  befoie 
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heard  ihia  allegttioD  rtated  ;  berins  heard  it,  he 
ma  leidy  lo  vote  in  favor  of  the  inquiry. 

Mr.  SLOiHsaid  the  re&olutioii  ought  to  uniteall 
deMriptioos  of  members  in  iisfiTor — thwefriendly 
to  ill  obJMi,  ihoce  inimisal  to  it,  aod  if  there  were 
any.  ikose  neuter  to  it;  especially  after  the  teqaeil 
made  by  ibe  PoxiataHer  deoeral  at  tbe  last  aeasion 
to  the  Mn«  effect. 

The  reooliuioB  was  then  agread  lo  wiiboat  a 
diviiioii,  and  a  committee  of  iBqairy  appointed, 
eonaJBting  of  Meisn.  Clibk,  Ro«er  Nelson, 
BiDWBLL,  J.  Clat,  Prrutr.D.  R.  Williuis,  aod 
CLiNTOn. 

POTOMAO  BRIDGE. 
An  engrosanl  bill  to  authorize  tbe  ereclion  of  a 
brld^  orer  the  riter  Patomac,  in  the  Districi  of 
Colnmbia,  was  read  the  third  time ;  and  on  the 
question  that  the  said  btll  do  pass,  it  yras  resolved 
in  the  affirmative — yeas  61.  nays  62,  as  follows: 

Tkah — Evan  Aleiander,  Joieph  Barker,  Barwell 
Banett,  Gearg«  M.  Uediogir,  Sils*  Beltoa,  WiUiHOi 
BlacUedge,  John  Boyle,  Williun  BntJer,  Levi  Cuey, 
Martin  GhitlendeD,  Jahn  Claiborne,  Chri*.  Clalk,  Mat' 
then  Olaj,  Orchard  Cook,  Eliei  Eerie,  Ebencoer  El- 
mer, Williun  Ely,  Jamea  Fiak,  James  M.  Gamett, 
Faterwn  Goodivyn,  Sila>  Halsey,  8eth  Haitingi,  Wil 
Ham  Helms,  David  Haagh,  Waller  Jonea,  James  Kelly, 
Nehetniali  Knight,  Joeeph  Lewis,  junior,  Mattheiv 
I^on,  William  McCniery,  NichoUs  R.  Moore,  Thomas 
Moore,  Jonathan  O.  Mosely,  ThomHS  Nentoa,  jnn., 
Joieqah  H.  Nicboboa,  Jonah  Qniney,  John  Randolph, 
Thomas  M.  Randolph.  Jacob  Richards.  John  RiuseU, 
Pater  Sailly,  Thomas  Sammons,  Martin  O.  SohuDeman, 


Samuel  Taggart,  Benjamin  Taltmailge,  Phihp  R. 
Thompaon,  irri  Traey,  \bram  Trigg,  Killjan  K.  Van 
Kenawlaer,  Pdeg  Wadanortb,  Eliphalet  Wickes,  Na- 
than Wiltianu,  Alexander  Wilson,  Richard  Winn,  and 
Joseph  Winston. 

Nats — Isaac  Anderson,  David  Bard,  Bafnabsa  Bid- 
well,  John  Blake,  jnn.,  Thomas  Bloant.  Robert  Brawn, 


part,  JDA.,  John  Dawson,  WiKiam  Dickson,  Feter  Early, 
James  Elliot,  C^h  BUia,  John  W.  Eppas,  William 
Pindlay,  John  Foirier,  Charie*  OoMsborough,  Edwin 
Gn^.  Ajidrew  Oregg,  Isaiah  L.  Oreen,  John  Hamil- 
ton, David  Hobnes,  DaBcan  MacFarland,  Patrick  Ma- 
fBBdsr,  Robert  Marion,  Josiah  MasCen,  Jereoiak  Mor- 
row, John  Morrow,  JaraOilah  Nalaon,  Roger  Netaon, 
Oideoo  Olio,  Timothy  Pitkin,  juniai,  John  Rea  of 
PMinsylvania,  John  Rhea  of  Teimeesea,  Thomaa  Sand- 
Jbrd,  ilbeneier  Ssavei,  Jamea  Sloan,  John  Soiilie, 
John  Cotton  Smith,  John  Smhh,  Samuel  Smith,  Thom- 
as W.  Thompson,  Joseph  B.  Varnum,  Matthew  Wal- 
ton, John  Whilehill,  David  R.  Williai«s,and  Marnuduke 
Wmiania. 

About  2  o'clock  Mr.  D.  R.  Williumb  said  he 
had  a  molioo  to  lAake,  which  reqnired  the  gal- 
leries 10  be  cleared.  Tbey  were  accordingly 
cleared. 

Satubdat,  March  2S. 

A  measBfe  from  the  Senate  infonaed'theHouae 

tfmt  tb«  Senate  bair*  pasaed  tke  Ml,  euided  "An 
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officen  of  the  Seaaie  and  House  of  Repreaeata- 
lives,"  with  several  atneDilmenis  ;  to  which  they 
4esire  the  concurrence  of  this  House. 

A  petition  of  sundry  inbabiiantsof  the  Territo- 
ry of  Louiaiana  was  presented  lo  the  House  and 
read,  praying  that  ao  amendment  may  be  made 
lo  the  act,  entitled  "An  act  for  ascertaining  and 
adjusting  the  titles  and  claims  lo  land  within  the 
Territory  of  Orleans,  and  the  District  of  Louisi- 
ana," conGrroing  all  bimajide  concessions  of  land 
to  the  inhabitants  of  the  said  Territory,  prior  (o 
the  cession  thereof  to  the  United  States;  that  the 
benefits  contained  in  the  second  section  of  theaaid 
act  may  be  extended  to  all  beads  of  families  who 
were  employed  in  the  cultivation  of  the  earth  for 
themselves  and  others,  aoteribt  to  the  aforesaid 
cession ;  that  a  gram  of  two  hundred  acres  of  land 
may  be  made  to  each  person  resfdent  within  the 
said  District  for  slrteen  years  and  upwards;  add 
that  the  tilne  for  entering  and  recording  tbectetinls 
and  titles  to  land  within  the  Territory  of  Louisi- 
ana may  be  extended  to  the  first  day  of  March, 
one  thousand  eisht  hundred  and  seven. — Referr- 
ed to  the  Committee  on  the  Public  Lands. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  s  letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  tbe  Treasury,  transroilling 
a  list  of  bills  drawn  by  the  Minister  Plenipolen- 
tiary  of  the  United  Sutes  at  Paris,  on  ihe  Treai- 
ury  of  Ihe  United  States,  for  olaias  embraced  by 
tbe  convention  with  the  French  Republic,  of 
April  thirtieth,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
three,  which  have  been  presented  at  the  Treasury, 
previous  to  tbe  fourteenth  of  March,  one  tboa- 
sand  eight  buodred  and  six;  in  purauancBofa 
resolution  of  ihe  House  of  the  ibirieeath  inttaiit ; 
which  were  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  ubta. 

Mr.  Tallmadoo,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred,  on  tbe  aixth  itwtast,  the  amend- 
menis  proposed  by  the  Senate  to  the  hill,  entitled 
'An  act  rrlaling  to  bonds  given  by  marslialB,"  r«- 
poried  to  the  Hoi)>e  their  agreement  to  the  same, 

House    ^      . 

hereupc  . 

Jiaolved,  That  this  House  do  agre«  to  theaame. 

Mr.  John  Randolph,  from  the  Comtnittee  of 
Ways  and  Means,  to  wfiom  were  referred,  on  the 
twenty-fourth,  thirtieth,  and  thirty-first  of  De- 
cember, and  on  the  second  and  sixteenth  of  Jati- 
nary  last,  sundry  peliiions  of  purchasers  of  pablio 
lands  in  tbe  State  of  Ohio,  and  in  the  loiiaoa 
Terrilory,  made  a  report  thereon  ;  which  was 
read,  md  ordered  to  be  referred  lo  a  Committee 
of  the  whote  Hoase  oa  Monday  aexL 

The  House  proceeded  to  sonaidcr  the  amend- 
ments proposed  by  the  Senate  to  tbe  bill,  entitled 
"An  act  to  regulate  and  fix  tbe  compeDsatioos  «f 
the  officers  of  tbe  Senate  and  Hoose  of  Repre- 
sentatives:" Wherenpon,  the  said  amendments, 
together  with  tbe  bilL  were  eommitted  to  Mr. 
Leib,  Mr.  Tbioo,  and  Mr.  Sbavbb. 

Mr.  Jackbon  moved  tbe  following  Ksniution: 

Mfolaad,  That  tbe  g^crstary  of  tbe  ftttmrj  he, 
and  be  is  hereby,  directed  (a  lay  bsftne  tbe  House  a 
■tataaeat  ef  the  quaatity  of  lands  aoU  in  the  BttU  itf 
OUd,  in  ««ch  yeart' fas  the  thirtieiii  day  of  Jm^  eibe 
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IboBfanil  eight  hundred  tnd  two,  up  to  the  period  of 
(he  laat  lelurni  m&de  to  the  Treaiuiy  Dcpaitment, 
witiil  the  einoiuit  tot  which  Ihey  weie  lold : 

Ordered,  That  the  said  motion  do  lie  on  the 
Uble. 

RULES  OF  THE  HOUSE. 

The  House  resolvod  itself  into  a  Conitnittee  of 
the  Whole  od  ibe  leport  of  the  commiliee  to 
whom  was  referred,  on  the  seveoih  ultimo,  a 
Tesoluiioa  to  inquire  inio  the  expediency  of 
ameudiDg  the  staoding  rulea  and  orders  of  the 
House,  so  fat  aa  to  prescribe  the  mode  of  keeping 
the  Journals;  aod,  after  some  time  spent  therein, 
the  Committee  rose  and  reported  to  the  House 
Iheir  agreement  tq  the  same,  in  the  words  foUow- 

"  That  the  name  of  the  member  who  preaeola  a  pe- 
tition, or  memorial,  or  who  ofien  ■  reiotudon  to  the 
coniideiation  of  the  Hoiue,  be  inierted  on  the  Jqut- 

"  Thst  every  written  motion  made  to  the  House  be 
inserted  on  the  Journals,  with  the  name  of  the  mem- 
her  making  it,  unless  it  be  withdrawn  on  the  same 
da;  on  which  it  wss  submitted :"  Whereupon, 

Retolved,  Thai  this  House  do  agree  to  the  said 
report,  to  be  ei'iablished  as  amendmeuts  to  the 
ataodjag  rules  aitd  orders  of  the  House, 

COAST  OF  NORTH  CAHOLIHA. 

The  House  weot  into  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  bill  directing  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  to  cause  to  be  surveyed  the  coast  of 
North  Caroliua,  betweeu  Cape  Hatteras  and  Cape 
Fear. 

Mr.  CaoWRiHSfliELD  adToealed  the  principle 
of  the  bill,  and  observed  that  he  hoped  the  mea- 
aure  contemplated  by  il  would  be  the  commence- 
ment of  a  system  for  surTeying  the  whole  coast, 
by  which,  he  had  no  doubt,  many  Utcs  and  much 
property  would  be  Mved. 

The  bill  appropriates  five  thonsaiid  dollars  for 
the  surrey. 

No  opposition  having  been  made,  the  Commit- 
tee rose,  and  the  Houseordered  the  bill  to  a  third 
reading  on  Monday. 

CUMBERLAND  BOAD. 

The  House  having  agreed  to  consider  the  bill 
from  Ihe  Senate  for  Giying  out  a  road  from  Cum- 
berjand.  in  the  Bute  of  Maryland,  to  the  State  of 
Ohio,  Mr.  Leib  moved  to  postpone  the  bill  in- 
definitely. 

Mr.CLABKsupported  this  motion.  He  thought 
there  was  not  sufficient  time  to  act  on  the  bill 
during  this  session.  He  declared  his  wish  to  be 
lo  lay  out  three  roads,  one  from  some  point  in 
FenDsytvania,  one  from  some  point  in  Maryland, 
and  one  from  some  point  in  Virginia,  expendinc, 
in  the  first  instance,  an  adequate  sum  on  the  mid- 
dle road,  and  afterwards  appropriating  a  like  sum 
to  each  of  the  other  roads. 

Mr.  Jackson  gave  a  concise  history  of  the 
fund  from  which  the  making  of  roads  to  Ohio  is 
to  be  effected ;  and  staled  i.w  opinion  that,  inas- 
mocb  as  (be  compact  with  Ohio  provided  for  the 
laying  out "  tampike  or  othai  totA*,"  it  would  be. 


a  TiolatioB  of  it  to  lay  odI  a  single  road.  Hr.  J. 
regretted  that  Ihe  subject  had  been  so  long  de> 
layed,  and  observed  tlat  when  il  wa*  previoasly 
before  the  House,  he  had  meant  to  offer  a  reaoJu- 
tioo  calling  on  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  for 
the  amount  of  the  latids  sola  since  June  30,  180S; 
in  which  purpose  he  had  been  frustrated  by  an 
adjournment.  Fearing  that  the  subject  would 
not  this  session  be  deliberately  ezamiaed,  froei 
its  competition  with  other  important  objecia,  and 
believing  that  the  bill  contained  an  exceptioiiable 
principle,  he  should  concur  in  the  motion  of  poat- 
ponement. 

Mr.  Bedinoer  opposed  the  postponement,  and 
advocated  (he  bill.  He  observed  that  be  was 
well  acquainted  with  the  route  contemplated  ia 
(he  bill,  and  be  considered  it  the  shortest  and  beat 
for  the  general  interests  of  the  Union. 

Mr.  R.  Nelson  likewise  opposed  the  (wstpone- 
ment,  and  advocated  the  bill,  whose  object  was, 
he  thought,  as  important  as  (hat  of  anv  busioeM 
before  Uie  House,  He  viewed  the  idea  of  the 
compact  being  violated  by,  in  the  first  instance, 
laying  out  one  road  instead  of  three  as  strange 
and  uofouoded— inasmuch  as  the  laying  out  one 
road  did  not  supersede  the  right  of  aftetwardt 
laying  out  another.  Mr.  N.  further  advockted 
the  bill  as  fixing  a  route  most  convenieM  to  the 
three  States  of  Pennsylvania,  Maryland,  and 
Virginia. 

Mr.  JicKBON  said  he  was  not  adverse  himself 
lo  acting  on  this  buciuess  this  sersion,  if  he  could 
be  convinced  that  the  House  would  pay  to  it  a 
full  and  dispasaiona(e  aiieniion.  He  was,  how- 
ever, persuaaed  this  would  not  be  the  case.  Mr. 
J,  spoke  also  at  some  length  against  the  route 
coDtemplated  by  the  bill,  and  the  inadequacy  of 
the  fund  (o  forming  so  vast  and  difficult  a  turn- 
pike. 

.  Mr.  Lton  opposed  the  postponement,  and  ad- 
vocated (he  bill,  under  the  impreiision  that  the 
route  proposed  would  be  of  great  benefit  to  the 
Western  people. 

Mr.  CoNBAO  supported  (he  postponment,  oa 
the  idea  (hat  the  proper  course  of  proceeding  was 
for  the  Stales  first  to  lay  out  roads,  and  for  Con- 

Sess  then  lo  aid  ibem  by  appropriating  this  fund, 
e  thought  it  was  desirable  that  there  ahould  be 
three  roads,  one  from  each  of  the  Stales  of  PeoB- 
sylvania,  Maryland,  and  Virginia. 

Mr.  LciB  was  against  the  Dill,  because  he  con- 
sidered the  measure  contemplated  by  it  prema- 
ture. What  authority  bare  Congress  lo  fay  oat 
this  road  before  they  hare  obtained  the  consent  of 
the  States?  Considering  the  expense  of  layiog 
out  this  route,  he  looked  upon  the  hill  aa  merely 
making  an  appropriation  for  the  benefit  of  com- 
missioners and  chain 

Mr.  M 


ern  people,  thai  it  was  the  best  and  most  direct 
route,  and  that  the  fnod  would  be  adequate  lo  the 
object,  was  adverse  to  the  postpounaeal,  and  in 
favor  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  F1KD1.GT  believed  the  best  way  was  to  ap- 
paiot  dittnterested  Commisaiooera,  aiul  >fwi  i» 


8S7 


fflSTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


838 


Makob,  1806. 


Cumbertaitd  Road. 


H.OPR. 


eeiviag  tbeir  report,  to  deiifpiBte  ihe  rbntc  He 
aid  he  had  iravelled  [his  road,  and  believed  that  a 
better  one  could  be  detignated.  He  should,  there- 
fore, role  for  the  post  pone  me  nt,  and  then  io  favor 
of  appoinilDg  Commissioners,  should  that  mea- 
■are  be  proposed. 

Mr.  Shilis  was  opposed  to  ■  postpooemeDt. 

Mr.  Lewis  took  nearly  the  same  grouod  vith 

Mr.  FlNDLBT. 

When  the  qaettion  oa  an  iDdefiuite  poctpon'e- 
mcDt  was  tako)  bv  jreas  and  nays,  and  lost — yeas 
SI,  nays  59,  as  follows: 

TsAi — buc  Anderson,  DsTJd  Bard,  Bnrwdl  Bas- 
set, BaTii*buBLdwell,JohnBlske,jun., Robert  Brown, 
WUKam  Ballet,  John  Chandler,  JohD  Claiborne,  Ctuu- 
lopber  Clark,  JoMpfa  Clay,  Prederick  Conrad,  Elitu 
Earle,  Ebeneier  Elmei,  John  W.  Eppes,  William 
Piadlej,  James  M.  Gnmett,  Peteraon  Ooodwyn,  Isaiah 
L.  Oieen,  William  Helms,  David  Holmes,  John  O. 
Jaekeon,  Walter  Jodos,  Thomas  Kenan.  Michael  Leib, 
Joaeph  Lewis,  jun.,  Joaiah  Masters,  Thomas  Mmne, 
Gordon  B.  Mnmfbid,  Thomas  Newton,  jun.,  Gideon 
Olin,  John  Pugh,  John  Randolph,  John  Rea  of  Penn- 

S'lvania,  John  Rhea  of  Tenaeesee,  Jacob  Richards, 
eter  Saill;, Thomas  Sammons,EbeaewrHe«Ter,  John 
Smith,  Samuel  Smith,  Richard  Stantord,  Joseph  Stan- 
ton, IJarid  Thomas,  Philip  R.  Thompson,  Abram 
Trigg,  Robert  Whitehill,  Marmaduke  Williams,  Alex- 
ander WilioQ,  Richard  Wiim,  and  Joseph  Winston. 

Nats — Evan  Aleiander,  Willis  Alston,  Jan.,  Jo- 
seph Barker,  George  M.  Bedinger,  Silas  Betton,  Wil- 
liam Blackledge,  Thomas  Blount,  James  M.  Broom, 
John  Bojle,  Joho  Campbell,  Orchard  Cook,  Leonard 
Corvinglon,  Jacob  Crowninriiield,  Samuel  W.  Dana, 
Eira  Daiby,  John  Darenport, jun.,  John  Dawaon,  Petei 
Gsily,  James  Elliot,  Caleb  Ellis,  WilUam  Ely,  James 
Pisk,  John  Fowler,  Charies  Ooldsbotough,  Silas  Hal- 
■ey,  John  HaoiillOQ,  Seth  Hastings,  David  Hongh, 
James  Kelly,  Matthew  Lyon,  Doncan  HcParland, 
Patrick  Magruder,  Robert  Marion,  William  HcCreery, 
Nicholas  R.  Moore,  Jeremiah  Morrow,  Roger  Neleon, 
Joseph  H.  Nicb<rison,  Timothy  Pitkin,  jim.,  Josiah 
Qttincy,  Thomas  H.  Randolph,  Joba  Russell,  Thomas 
Sandlbrd,  John  Smihe,  John  Cotton  Smith,  Henry 
Soathard,  Themaa  Spalding,  Samuel  Tsggart,  Ben- 
jamin Tallmadfe,  Samuel  Tenney,  Fhihp  Van  Corl- 
latidt,  Killian  K.  Van  Rensselaer,  Joaeph  B.  Var- 
nnm,  Daniel  C.  VerpUndc,  Peleg  Wadaworth,  Mat- 
thew Walton,  John  Whitehill,  Ehphalet  Wiekes,  and 
David  R.  Williams. 

Mr.  Jackbom  moved  t,  postponemeDt  to  Mon- 
day, with  the  view  ofobtaming  information  from 
Ihe  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  of  the  quantity  of 
lud  sold  since  the  30ih  of  June,  1802. 

Mr.  MoRHow,  of  Ohio,  hoped  the  postponement 
woald  not  prevail.  He  stated  that  the  informa- 
tion desired  was  before  the  House,  considered  it 
OS  sufficient  to  act  on,  and  remarked  that  there 
woald  exist  a  fund  of  near  forty  thousand  dotlan 
on  (he  let  of  nest  October. 

On  posipaning;  the  bill  till  Monday,  the  House 
divided^— yeas  51,  nays  56. 

Mr.  CLAiBonNH  moved  a  reeommitraent  of  the 
bill  to  a  select  committee,  considering  the  infor- 
matioD  before  the  House  as  not  satisfactory. 

Mr.  Ci^BK  supported  the  motion,  on  which  the 
House  divided— ycBs  50,  nsya  68. 


The  HoDse  then  took  np  the  amendments 
agreed  to  in  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Jaokboh  spoke  at  considerable  length 
axainsl  the  route  designated  in  the  bill,  and  con- 
cluded bv  offerinjc  a  proposition  ameodaiory  of 
an  amenoment  ofthe  Senate — allowing  a  diicr»- 
tion  to  lay  out  the  road  at  any  point  between 
8tenbenvi(le  and  Grave  river,  on  the  Ohio — ao  aa 
to  allow  a  like  discretion  with  that  cOBtemplaled 
on  the  Potomac,  between  the  points  of  Cumber* 
land  and  Western  Port. 

The  House  concurred  In  iheamendmeotof  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  and  non-concurred  in 
that  of  Mr.  Jackson. 

Mr.  Clark  offered  a  motion  which  went  to 
modify  the  bill,  so  as  to  direct  Ihe  laying  out  three 
roads  instead  of  one. 

The  SpBAKEB  declared  this  motion  out  of  ordCr, 
as  it  affected  an  amendment  already  agreed  to. 

Whereupon  aqueslioo  to  reconsider  ihe  amend- 
ment, in  order  to  try  the  sense  of  the  House  oa 
Mr.  Clark's  motion,  was  taken,  and  lost — yeas 
44,  nays  47. 

Mr.  Jacksor  moved  to  recommit  the  bill ;  which 
motion  having  been  negatived,  the  bill  was  or- 
dered to  a  third  reading  on  Monday. 


MoflDAT,  March  24. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  Home 
that  the  Senate  adhere  to  their  amendment,  disa- 
greed to  by  this  House,  to  the  bill,  entitled  "  An 
act  for  the  relief  of  Peter  Landais." 

Mr.  J.  C.  Smith,  from  the  managers  appointed 
on  the  seventeenth  insiaat,  on  the  pan  of  this 
House,  to  attend  a  conference  with  the  Senate  on 
the  subject-matter  of  the  amendment  depending 
between  the  two  Houses  to  the  last-mentioned  bill, 
made  a  report ;  on  which,  the  Honse  proceeded  to 
reconsider  iheamendment  of  the  Senate  disagreed 
to  by  [his  House  to  thesaid  bill:    Whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  this  Hoase  doth  recede  from 
their  disagreement  to  the  said  amendmenL 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ments proposed  bv  the  Senate  to  the  hill,  entitled 
"An  act  for  establishing  roles  and  articles  for  the 
government  of  the  Armies  of  the  United  States: 
Whereupon, 

Remilved,  That  this  Houie  doth  disagree  to  the 
amendment  of  the  eighty-ninth  article  ofthe  Htid 
bill,  which  proposes  to  strike  out  the  word  "Sfty," 
and  to  insert,  in  lien  thereof,  the  words  "  one  hun- 
dred ;"  and,  also,  to  so  much  of  the  last  amend- 
ment of  the  said  bill  as  is  contained  in  the  words 
following,  to  wit :  "includiog  the  manner  of  wear- 
ing the  hair :  but  this  power  shall  not  be  exercised 
over  the  militia." 

Retolved,  That  this  House  doth  agree  to  all  the 
other  amendments  proposed  by  the  Seiute  to  the 
said  bill. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  agree  to  the  two  first  ameodmeota 
of  this  House  to  tlie  Bmeodmenis  propoeed  by  the 
Senate  to  Ihe  bill,  entitled  "An  act  relating  to 
bonds  given  by  Marshals,"  and  disagree  t 
thiidofthesaida    -' 
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Mr.  Lbib,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 

referred,  OD  the  twealy-secoiid  iDstiiDt.ifaeameDcl- 
mentt  of  the  SeDate  to  tbe  bill,  entitled  "  An  act 
to  regulate  and  fix  the  compcDsatioD  of  the  o£ 
cersof  the  Senate  aod  House  of  RepresentaiiTes." 
reported  to  the  House  their  agreemeot  to  ibe  latne, 
VI  thou  t  am  eo  dm  eat. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
menla  proposed  by  the  Senate  to  the  said  bill: 
Whereupon, 

Reaohed,  That  this  House  doth  disagree  to  tbe 
ainendmeot  proposed  to  be  inserted  as  the  second 
■ectionofthe  said  bill. 

Raolved,  That  ihii  House  doth  afrree  to  the 
other  amendmeiitsof  the  Senate  to  the  said  bill. 

Mr.  NGitBON,  from  the  committee  appointed  on 
the  tweDiy-seventh  of  December  last,  presented  a 
UU  making  a  further  appropriation  towards  com- 
pleting the  south  wing  of  the  Capitol,  at  (he  City 
of  W^aahingion ;  which  was  read  twice,  and  com- 
mitted to  a  Committee  of  the  whole  House  to- 
morrow. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
.the  Whole,  00  the  bill  prescribing  the  effect  in  each 
State  of  the  records  of  judgments  and  decrees  of 
the  courts  of  record  of  every  other  Slate.  The 
bill  was  reported  without  amendment,  and  the 
further  consideration  (hereof  postponed  until  to- 
morrow. 

Ad  eogroated  bill  directing  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  to  cause  the  coast  of  North  Carolina, 
between  Cape  Hatteras  and  Cape  Fear,  to  be  sur- 
vey ed,  was  read  the  third  lima  and  pasted — ayes  74. 
CUMBERLAND  ROAD. 

A  bill  for  iHyins  out  and  mskintc  a  road  from 
Cumberland,  in  Nfaryland,  to  the  State  of  Ohio, 
was  read  the  third  time. 

Mr.  HoLuss  tDoTcd  to  postpone  the  bill  indeG- 
'iutely,aQd  observed,  that,  if  this  motion  prevailed, 
he  should  offer  a  motion  for  tbe  appointment  of 
^aanamissionerSiby  tbe  Presided  t,  to  nplore  a  route. 

Messrs.  Sloan,  Baas,  Clark.  Oum,  Fiholet, 
.and  Jackbom,  supported  ;  and  Messrs.  McCsEfiiiyi 
Bbiukorr,  Lyok,  and  R.  Nelbon,  opposed  this 
motion;  which  was  disagteeil  to— yeas  W,  itay»64, 

YiAi — Isaac  Andermon,  DiTid  Ban],  Burwall  Bm>- 
'Mtt,  Robert  Brown,  William  Batler,  John  Chandler, 
John  ClaibonH,  Chrut«B|m  Clark,  JoMph  Clay,  Mat- 
thew CUj,  Frsderick  Conrad,  Orchud  Cook.  £liai 
.£srlB,  Ebeneier  Elmer,  WUIiam  Findlej,  James  M. 
OaniBtt,  Petervin  Goodnyn,  Edwin  Gray,  Iwsh  L. 
Green,  Williani  Helms,  David  Holmes,  John  O.  Jack- 
■OD,  Thomas  Kenan,  Nebemish  Knight,  Michael  Leib, 
Joaeph  Lewis,  jr.,  Josifth  Mssten,  Tbomaa  Moore,  Juhn 
Morrow,  Thomas  Newton,  jr.,  Gideon  OUn.Jabn  Pugh, 
John  Rea  of  Pennajlvanis,  John  Rbes  of  Tenneasee, 
Jacob  RicbsjJi,  John  Rnnetl,  Peter  SaiRy,  Ebeneier 
Searer,  Junes  Stoan.John  Smith.  Samuel  Smith.  Rich- 
ard Stanfotd,  Jeaeph  Stanton,  Philip  R.  TbomMon, 
Akram  Ttrigg.Jotat  Wbhahill,  Reb«rt  Whilriiill.  m^- 
•let  Wlekee,  Manndake  William*,  Alescaitdar  Wiboa, 
JUchvl  Winn,  and  Jm^A  WioAni. 

Ha>*— EtOi  Alexander,  Joseph  Barker,  Gemfe  M. 
Bedinger,  SiIm  Batten,  Bamabaa  Bidweli,  William 
BlaokUdge,  Thomas  Blewl^  Jams  H,  Breoia,  John 


Boyle.  John  Campball,  Geoige  Clinton,  jr.,  Leeaeid 
Coiinaton,  Jacob  Crawninshiald,  Samuel  W.  Dau, 
Ezra  Darby,  John  Davenport,  jr.,  John  Dawson,  Peter 
Early,  James  Elliot,  Caleb  Ellis,  William  Elj.  Jamfs 
Fisk,  Jobn  Fowler,  Charles  Goldsborough,  SUas  Hal- 
■ey,  John  Hamilton,  Beth  Hutinga,  David  Hough, 
Jamea  Kelly,  Malthew  Lyon,  Duncan  McFartand,  Pat- 
rick MsgTuder,  Robert  Marion,  William  McCreerv, 
Nicboles  R.  Moore.  Jeremiah  Morrow,  Jonethui  O. 
Moielj,  Ourdon  8.  Mnmfbrd,  Jeremiab  Nelson,  Reger 
Nebc»i,  Joseph  H.  Nidtokon,  Timothy  PtdiiB,  jr.,  Jo- 
aiah  ituincy,  Thomaa  M.  Ruidolp'    *"  ^     ..    . 

John  Smilie,  John  Cotton  Stnitti,! 


Samtwt  Taggart,  Beigaaiin  T>UmK)|e,  Sannel  Ten- 
ney,  Thomaa  W.  Tbotufum,  Uri  Tragr,  Phil^  Van 
CorUandt,  Killian  K.  Van  Reoaaelaai,  Joaepli  B.  V«- 


And  then  tbe  main  quealioa  beit^  Htkeo  that 
tbe  said  bill  do  pass,  it  was  resolved  in  the  ifiRB- 
ativ^yeas  66,  nay*  60,  as  foUows: 

Yiia — Etsb  Alexander,  Joseph  Barker,  George  M. 
Bedinger,  Sitae  Batten,  Bsm«b«  Bidwell,  WiHiaiii 
Blackledge,  Thomaa  Bleont,  Jbdim  M.  Droora,  Joto 
Boyle,  John  Campbell,  Martin  Chittenden,  Oewge 
Clinton,  jr.,  Leonard  Covington,  Jacob  Crowninslueld, 
Exrs.  Dsity,  John  Davenport,  jr.,  John  DawtOB,  Wil- 
Uam  Dicfceoa,  Peter  Eariy,  James  Elliot,  Caleb  EUi, 
Ebeneier  Elmer,  Wffiun  Ely,  Jimee  Fisk,  John  Pnr- 
lei,  CUrles  Ooldaboroi^h,  Andrew  Grsgig.  Silas  Hsl- 
•ey,  John  Hamilton,  Selh  HssHngs,  Jaoiss  Koly,  Mst- 
thaw  Lyon,  Doncan  McFailand,  Patridt  H^ndw, 
Robert  Manon,  Williun  McCreery,  Nieholaa  R  Moere, 
Jeremiah  Morn>w,  Jmathan  O.  Moealy,  Ooii^ob  8. 
HunJeid,  Jeremi^  Netnn,  Soger  Nehoa,  Jose{4l  H. 
Niefcolson,  Timothy  Pilkio,  jr.,  Jenah  QBincj,  Tbaaaai 
M.  Bandelph,  Thomas  Sandfin^  Join  Bmilie  Jobn  Cot- 
tan  Snilb,  Uenry^  SeothanJ,  Hmms  SpaMinf,  Josifh 
Stanton,  Williaat  SlednMa,  L«<ris  B.  Staages,  Saawtl 
Tanart,  Benjamin  Tailmadge,  Sauvel  Teaney,  Tba- 
maTw.  TboniiMDD,  PhiMp  Van  Cartisndt.  KdtiaB  C 
Vaa  Banssalaei,  Joaewh  B.  Vaniam,  DanM  C.  Var- 
ptanek,  PeUg  Wadswoetta,  Matthew  Wrilsa,  fisral  K. 
WiHamsk  and  Natfasa  Witliama 

Hats— WaeAnJatasB.  David  Ba»J,BatwaaB—t, 
Bebert  Browa,  Wilbam  Dntlar,  John  Chandler,  Mu 
Clwbom*,  <%rist«pber  Clerk,  Joesph  Chw,  Maltba- 
Clay,  Frederick  Oentad,  Orohaid  Cost,  Eliss  Bak, 
William  Pindley,  Jante*  M.  Geraelt,  Petersen  Sead- 
vryn,  Edwin  Gray,  Isaiah  L.  Green,  WiWsia  Hstas, 
David  Hohnes,  John  G.  Jackson,  Thaasa  Ksnan.  He- 
hemiah  Knight,  Michael  Leih,  Jos^  Lewis,  jr.,  Joalh 
Masters,  Thomaa  Moore.John  Msrrovv, Thomss  Na>- 
ton,  jr.,  Gideon  Olio,  John  Pngh,  John  Hea  of  Peaa- 
■rWans,  John  Rhea  o^Tenneaae^  Jecob  Richards,  Ji^ 
Russell,  Peter  BaillT,  Ebeneur  Seaver,  James  Stoan, 
John  Bmilb,  Samuel  Smith,  Kchard  Btaafbrd,  Phiip  & 
TbompM>n,  Dri  Tncj,  Abram  Trigg,  Jrfm  WhitAtl 
Robert  Whkehai;  Mirmadnke  WiHiams,  AlexaiAc 
Wibm,  Rtohsid  Winn,  aad  Jose^  Winston. 

TuEBDAT,  March  35. 

Mr.  RooGR  Nelboh  presented  to  the  Hows  a 

petition  of  suudry  officers  of  tlu  Army,  serriBR 

in  tbe  district  of  Louisiana,  which  was  teeeived 

ad  read,  praying  aa  aognieiuatiaa  of  tbe  pay 
owed  them  bylaw. 
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Orxkrtd.  Thar  ihe  raid  pftition  b«  ref^red  to 
tbe  Secietary  of  War,  wiih  iastrnction  to  eiam- 
ine  the  Hme,aBd  reponfais  opioioD  (hereupoo  to 
the  Hoasf . 

Hr.  CioHNiNBHiBLD,  from  the  Committee  of 
Commerce  aod  MaDufactDreB,  presented  a  bill  to 
ameod,  to  the  caiea  ibereJD  mentioned,  the  "Act 
to  regulate  the  colleetioo  of  duiiea  od  imports  aod 
tonnage;"  which  was  read  twice,  and  conimitled 
la  ■  Committee  of  the  whole  Hoase  on  Thursday 
next. 

A  meusge  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
ihkt  the  Senate  hare  passed  a  bill,  entitled  "  An 
act  to  explain  ihe  Sfth  Bn^tioo  of  an  act,  entitled 
'Ad  act  to  diride  the  Indiana  Tenitorjr  into  two 
separate  governments ;"  to  which  they  desire  the 
concorrence  of  ibis  House. 

On  a  noiioD  made  b]r  Mr.  D«vrD  R.  Wiluams, 
that  the  House  do  oome  to  the  following  resolu- 
ticn: 

Raohtd,  by  the  Senate  and  Auk  of  Repretenta- 
tiva  of  the  VniledStaietin  Cmgreta  amemUed,  Thtt 
th«  PoitaiafcteT  Ommfb]  bs  directsd  to  cauoe  the  Pcwt 
(MBm,  fct  (ha  City  of  Wutlingtrai,  to  be  kept,  ■flor 
Ab da;  of  — — ~,  nait,  at  or  ntar  the  6a] '' 


H.  orR. 


)  as  to  make  the  section, amended,  read  n' 
fallows : 

WooOen  clolb,  whoae  invaice  priea  ahall  exceed ' 
five  ■hillingB  iterliag  per  aqaare  yard." 
Mf.  J.  Clat  moved  to  add  to  the  eaumeraled 
licLes  "  blank  booka ;"  which  motion  was  disa- 
greed to — ayes  39,  noes  51. 
A  motion,  made  by  Mr.  Babkbb,  to  add  "  iroo 
)llow  ware,"  shared  tbe  same  fate — ayes  38,. 

After  some  further  amendments,  not  touehiw 
the  principle  of  the  bill,  the  Committee  yrae  and 
ipotted  tneir  agreement  to  the  bill. 

The  House  immediately  considered,  and  agreed 
I  the  amendments,  and  ordered  the  bill  to  be  CD- 


Ordered,  Thai  the  aaid  i 
table. 

The  Honse  proceeded  (o  consider  their  ameod- 
ment,  dliiagreed  to  by  tbe  Senate,  to  tbe  lasl 
amendment  of  the  Senate  to  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  relating  to  bonds  given  by  marshals:"  Where- 
upon, 

Resolved,  That  this  House  doih  iasist  on  theii 
said  amendment  to  the  amendment. 

IMPORTATION  OF  BKITISH  GO0D& 

On  tnoiion  of  Mr.  Mdmfori).  the  Home  re- 
tolred  itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  __ 
the  bill  prohibiiiBg  the  importation  of  certain 
British  goods,  wares,  and  merchandise. 

The  aitielea  eunmeralcd  in  thia  bill  are  the 
same  as  those  contained  in  the  resolaiion 
which  it  was  framed.    [See  <uU9,  page  451.] 

Mr.  MuMFORD  moved  to  fill  the  blaak,  lef^  for 
the  time  when  the  bill  is  to  take  effect,  with  the 
UkhofNoten bet  next. 

Mr.  J.  Clay  moved  the  first  of  January,  and 

Hr.  CaoviciNaBiGLD  the  first  of  July. 

Mr.  Mdhford  said,  while  they  were  charging 
a  foreign  Qoyernment  with  surprising  their  com- 
merca,  he  hoped  ihey  would  not  do  the  same 
tiling  tbemselfes.  He  was,  therefore,  opposed  to 
Ae  first  of  July,  and  in  favor  of  the  l5ui  of  No- 
Tcnber. 

Hr.  BtDwiLL  spoke  in  favor  of  filling  the  Uank 
with  Ike  15ih  of  Nuvember.  and 

Mr.  BuoKLEooG  in  bvor  ef  the  1st  of  July. 

Oo  agreeing  to  the  first  of  January,  the  House 
divided — «*es  37,  noes  67 ;  the  Federal  members 
TiMiag  in  tbe  affirmative. 

On  agreeing  to  the  ]5tb  of  November,  64  mem- 
bfVs  rose  on  the  affirmative  side — carried.  On 
tkis  questioD,  the  Federal  memben  likewise  voted 
■■the  afiirmative. 

On  motioii  of  Mr.  Mcbfoxd,  k  blank  vras  fiU- 


DEFENCE  OF  PORTS  AND  HARBORS. 

3a  motion  of  Mr.  Dawson,  the  House  resolved 

sir  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state 
of  the  Union,  ou  tbe  resolutions  for  the  beltot 
protection  of  our  ports  and  harbors,  referred  to 
ihetn  by  order  of  the  House,  of  tbe  twenty-third  of 
December  last,  in  the  words  following,  ts  wit : 

"  1st.  Seteletd,  Ti^t  a  sum  of  laonaj,  not  Mteaed- 
ing'ome  bandied  and  fifty  Hioaaand  daElus.  be  appro- . 
priated  to  enable  Ao  PreaideDt  of  the  UoitMl  Sutes  U . 
cause  OUT  ports  and  harbors  to  be  better  tbrlified  and. 
protected  agsinst  any  insult  or  injury. 

"Sd.  Rttolvtd,  That  ■  fiirUieT  sum  of  money.not 
exceeding  two  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars,  be 
appropriated  to  enable  tbe  Presidsnl  of  tbe  United 
States  to  cease  to  be  built  a  number  of  gnnboata,  not 
exceeding  fifty,  forthe  better  protection  of  thehalfaen, 
coasts,  and  oammerce  of  the  United  States. 

"  3d.  Retohed,  That  a  ftarthet  sum  of  money,  net 
exeeedingaii  hundred  and  sixty  thousand  dsllars,  M' 
ai^MpriMed  to  enable  ibe  Preaideat  of  the  United 
State*  to  cane  to  be  biih  six  Hns-oHiattle  shifs^  tobC- 
added  to  the  Naval  Est^ilUnteat  of  the  UHite4> 
States." 

Tbe  first  resotmion  for  appropriating  9150,009- 
for  the  belter  proleetioa  of  ports  and  barboia,  w»' 
agreed  to  without  debate— ayes  63,  noes  60. 

Tbe  second  resolution  was  read,  for  the  BpjM^ 
priaiion  of  $250,000  for  the  building  of  gunboats.' 

Mr.  Dawson  moved  to  strike  out  this  sum, and- 
leave  a  blatik,  with  the  view  of  Glting  it  with  ft- 
larfcer  sum  in  case  the  third  resolation  should  be- 
diss  greed  to. 

This  motion  was  disag>eed  to— ayes  36. 

When  the  resolution  was  agreed  lo — ayea  72* 

Tbe  third  resolution  was  read,  appropiattog; 
8660,000  toward  tbe  building  of  six  line-of^tUe 

'  Mr.  Nbwtow  moved  to  strike  oui»e60,OOp,aBa| 
linc-of-battle  ships,  so  aa  to  confine  the  reeolatiea' 
to  an  appropriation,  generally,  fcr  naval  pW- 
poses. 

This  motion  was  tost — ayes  10. 

Mr.  MA9TBII8.— When  the  reso»Btion  broogh* 
before  this  House  by  the  hooorahte  gentlwaa* 
from  Pennsylvania  was  uoder  coosidetalion,  I- 
opposed  that  resolution,  becauw  i  ""O"?*" ''^V 
aaystamwe  eonld  not  abide  by,«nil  ueewaitB' 
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woald  injure  this  oaiioD  more  ihan  Oreat  Britain, 
«gaiDs(  whom  it  was  inlended  to  operate,  and  had 
«  Datura]  teadeocy  to  retaliaiioD,  rerence,  aod 
hoatiliiies  between  the  two  oaiioDa.  When  the 
Tesolutioa  was  under  consideration  brought  for- 
ward bf  the  honorable  gentleman  from  MarylHod, 
I  TOtea  for  it,  ai  a  system  by  which  we  could 
4bidei.aDd  it  might  alarm  the  Bniiah  nation,  that 
the  course  of  trade  would  be  turned  into  oiber 
-channels;  tbongh  I  thought  the  measure  taken, 
abstractly  too  weak  to  have  the  desired  effect,  I 
voted  for  it  with  a  hope  that  the  measure  would 
be  stren9(heaed,by  fortifying  our  ports  and  harbors, 
increasing  our  navy,  and  making  such  prepara- 
tions ga  to  command  more  respect  among  foreifpi 
nations,  and  thereby  aid  and  assist  our  negotia- 
tions, and  have  a  tendency  to  preserve  ^ce. 
Such  is  the  course  I  wish  lo  pursue  for  the  inicr- 
,  «Bt  of  this  nation,  in  order  to  maintain  our  inde- 
pendence which  we  have  acquired,  and  preserve 
national  security  and  existence,  and  prevent  our 
industry  and  capitals  employed  in  commerce, 
which  is  the  resource  of  all  our  revenue,  from  be- 
ing sirallowed  up  by  foreign  depredations:  but 
opposiiion  appears  from  various  quarters  of  the 
House.  I  have  heard  it  said  "  if  you  build  seveniy- 
four-gun  ships,  you  must  build  enough  to  meet 
the  European  navies."  It  cannot  he  intended  for 
onr  infant  navv  to  meet  them  in  fleets,  but  it  will 
serve  as  an  additional  defence  lo  our  ports,  and 
prevent  single  ships  or  a.  number  of  inips  from 
blocksding  our  harbors,  impressing  our  seamen, 
and  hovering  on  our  coasts,  searching  and  plun- 
dering our  vessels  and  thereby  hinder  such  iciur- 
ies  and  insults;  which  they  caanol  commit  unless 
ihey  send  oat  fleets  for  that  purpose,  which  will 
not  be  for  their  interest  to  do,  because  it  will  not 
quit  their  cost. 

I  have  also  heard  it  said,  "if  you  build  Eeveniy' 
four-gun  ships  they  dare  not  go  out  of  pott,  be- 
cause they  will  be  taken."  This  argament  re- 
minds me  of  a  hoy  who  was  put  to  school  lo  eet 
an  educBlion,  and  grow  up  in  learning,  and  De- 
come  a  useful  citizen  in  community.  After  being 
at  school  a  space  of  time,  he  ran  home.  He  then 
was  asked  what  he  came  home  for;  he  said,  he 
did  nut  like  to  ^oto  school:  was  asked  the  reason; 
be  KpWei  he  did  not  like  lo  be  whipped.  He  was 
askea  if  he  had  been  whipped ;  he  answered,  oh! 
no,  but  he  was  afraid  be  should  be.  Though  our 
navy  has  not  yet  been  whipped,  the  genileinao  is 
afraid  it  will  be;  therefore,  does  not  want  to  build 
■eveniy-four-gun  ships,  nor  increase  our  navy  lo 
grow  up  and  protect  commerce. 

At  the  commencement  of  this  session,  from  the 
spirit  of  the  Message  of  the  Executive,  which  I 
believe  the  most  popular  Message  that  ever  came 
from  the  President  of  the  United  States,  and  from 
the  spirit  and  2eal  both  out  of  doors  and  in  the 
House,  it  seemed  as  though  (here  was  an  anxiety 
to  press  forward  lo  the  cha^e,  and  fight  England, 
France,  and  Spain,  all  at  once.  When  we  come 
to  brios  energetic  measures  to  the  test,  how  are 
they  likely  to  turn  oui?  I  am  afraid  we  shall 
whittle  down  those  measures  into  cootempland 
httniiiatioa.    Webaveappropriatedonly  thesum 


of  one  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars  lo  for- 
tify our  ports  and  harbors  on  an  extensive  sea- 
coBKt,  of  near  two  thousand  miles,  and  passed  a 
resolution  for  building  a  few  gunboats.  This  is 
the  main,  unless  you  adopt  the  resolution  imme- 
diately under  consideration. 

Our  farmers  will  begin  to  complain  presenllr 
as  well  as  the  merchants,  for  agriculiare  will  ne- 
cessarily fall  with  the  rain  of  commerce  and  trade; 
and  it  appears  to  me  that  neither  commerce  nor 
Bgiiculture  can  flourish  without  protection;  and 
the  increase  of  commerce  is  the  increase  of  oni 
revenue,  which  is  the  increase  of  national  wealth, 
and  agricultural  industry  natuialty  goes  with  it, 
and  cannot  possibly  increase  without  it;  that  in- 
terest  improves  in  proportion  to  the  encourage- 
ment it  receives,  and  that  encouragement  is  de- 
rived from  the  liberal  price  of  produce  which  ii 
deKved  from  an  extensive  commerce,  which  bet- 
ters the  condition  and  gives  a  spring  to  agrienl- 
tural  industry  and  mutual  encoursgement  to  botL 

The  prepress  of  agricultaral  industry  in  com- 
mercial nations  is  generally  proportionate,  which 
makes  our  large  cities  and  towns.  The  capital 
employed  in  our  market  towns  must  be  in  propof- 
tiun  to  the  country;  otherwise  it  operates  to  the 
disadvantage  of  agriculture.  To  widen  the  mar- 
bet  is  generally  for  the  benefit  of  the  public,  bat 
narrowing  the  competition  must  always  be  against 
it.  The  produce  of  the  farmer  is  limited  to  the 
extent  of  the  market;  if  the  tnarbet  is  smalt  the 
price  is  low;  extend  your  commerce  and  yon  ex- 
tend the  market.  The  growing  improvement  and 
cultivation  of  the  soil  advances  with  the  com- 
merce and  wealth  of  the  country.  Arts  and  in- 
dustry of  every  kind,  with  commerce,  combine  and 
advance  together,  and  a  nation  grows  rich  by  it; 
and  the  price  of  agricultural  industry  is  more  lib- 
eral and  better  rewarded  in  a  society  advancing 
to  opulence  than  in  one  which  is  standing  still  or 
decaying. 

A  nation  which  n^lecls  protection  lo  commerce 
and  despises  it,  cannot  transact  the  same  quantity 
of  business  which  might  otherwise  be  done;  and 
the  Qovemment  ought  to  protect  and  encoutage 
the  merchant  to  pursue  his  own  lawful  interest, 
according  to  his  own  judgment;  that  he  may  en- 
joy in  perfect  security  the  full  recompense  of  his 
industry.  It  never  can  be  for  the  benefit  of  the 
farming  interest  to  discourage  or  distress  the  in- 
dustry of  the  mercantile  States,  becau!>e  il  serves 
to  sink  the  real  value  of  the  surplus  produce,  and 
consetjuently  the  improvement  and  cultivation  of 
the  soil.  If  you  neglect  protection,  you  indirectly 
invite  aggressions  and  discourage  that  very  inlo- 
est  whicn  you  mean  to  promote.  How  are  our 
citizens  to  procure  money?  It  is  foreign  coin 
which  circulates  in  this  country,  for  the  most  part, 
and  not  our  own ;  it  is  that  wluch  regulates  mne 
or  less  the  whole  business  of  common  life;  sod 
thequantity  of  money  naturally  increases  in  every 
country  with  the  increase  of  the  wealth.  The  mi- 
plus  of  the  country  will  not  sell  without  a  espiial 
10  purchase;  on  to  is  depends  in  an  essentitlsnd 
great  degreethe  wealihof  thenation.  ThoDgbthe 
superabundant  produce  of  the  country  isan  object 
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of  foreign  commerce,  it  is  oot  so  great  no  object 
as  to  induce  other  nalioos  into  our  ports  for  it, 
becaune  they  can  obiaia  ihe  same  produce  else- 
It  has  been  ob$er7ed  by  ao  hoDorable  member 
ontbisfioor  "that  he  conceived  the  increase  of 
«ur  nary  as,  the  beginoiug  of  the  businessi"  by 
which  I  nnderstand  the  beginning  of  the  business 
under  this  Administratioo;  and  I  never  knew 
that  this  Administration,  or  any  other  Adminis- 
tration^ or  any  political  party,  were  opposed  to 
Srotecliog  comnerce,  and  increasing  our  navy 
>r  that  purpose,  when  it  became  necessary  for  the 
good  and  welfare  of  the  nation.  Is  it  not  nowne- 
ceasary — is  it  not  now  lime  to  awaken  from  this 
golden  dream  in  which  we  have  so  long  slept, 
when  foreign  nations  have  become  so  jealous  and 
CDTious  as  to  depredate  and  attempt  to  annihitate 
our  commerce;  when  privateers  and  pirates  infest 
onr  coasts ;  when  national  armed  vessels  blockade 
oar  harbora,  and  drag  our  seamen  fiom  their  fami 
lies  and  country?  Must  we  look  calmly  on  and 
My  protect  yourselves?    Is  this  the  answer  to  be 

e'ven  to  our  citizens?  Commerce  protect  itself! 
this  legislating  for  the  interest  of  the  people  of 
this  nation  1  Qod  forbid  1  It  is  unsuitable  to  the 
nalore  of  Gorernmeni ;  it  is  cooirary  to  the  laws 
of  society,  and  the  very  principles  upon  which 
•ocieiv  is  formed ;  and  I  bope  may  not  be  con- 
tinuea  in  any  longer. 

The  great  end  and  intention  of  revenue,  drawn 
from  the  commuaily^  is  not  only  to  support  ibe 
necessary  expenses  of  the  Qoverntneut,  but  to  de- 
lead  and  protect  every  pari  of  that  cotnmuDitvj 
'  ftnd  I  have  always  understood,  that  it  was  toe 
first  and  great  duly  of  every  wise  and  good  Oov- 
ernment  to  take  measures  for  the  public  defence, 
and  protect  its  citizens  in  their  lawful  pursuits. 
Oar  navy  ought  not  lo  be  enfeebled  and  weak  be- 
low the  proportion  of  our  natural  strength  and 
teaonrces.  Every  individual  has  a  general  inter- 
eat  in  the  prosperity  of  the  agricolture  and  com- 
merce of  the  country,  and  in  the  good  manage- 
ment of  its  resources  for  the  public  defence  and 
ftrotection ;  to  withhold  that  defence  and  protec- 
tion under  the  idea  of  economy,  if  it  is  not  a  sub- 
▼eraion  of  the  term,  it  is  to  me  a  fallacious,  mis- 
taken, and  forced  economy.     The  great  object  of 


political  economy  in  every  couniry  is,  and  ought 
lo  be,  to  increase  the  riches  and  power  of  that 
-country. 


Could  I  perceive,  by  increuing  oui  navy^ 
building  seven ty-four-guQ  ships,  and  protecting 
commerce,  it  militaied  against  the  agricultural  in 
terest,  I  should  be  among  the  last  lo  advocate  it 
fent  1  think  it  is  highly  proper  to  protect  it,  to  i 
certain  extent,  and  thai  extent  I  would  regulate 
by  the  surplus  revenue  arising  from  commerce, 
which  I  betieVe  ought  to  be  appropriated  (o  protect 
that  comraerce.  According  to  the  Message  of  the 
Fresideni,  there  is  one  million  of  dollars,  surplr'- 
in  the  Treasury;  and  the  Mediterraoean  fund 
«igfat  hundred  thousand  dollars,  may  be  liberated 
Sfom  that  object ;  and  I  hope  that  at  least  some 

Crt  of  this  revenue  will  be  appropriated  to  the 
itdiog  of  aevenly-four-gnn  snips.    By  mixing 


of  such  ships  with  the  frintes,  our  navy  will  be* 
come  much  more  powerful  and  respectable;  and 
legislating  on  such  principles  is  giving  oo  prefer- 
ence to  the  commercial  interest  over  the  agri- 
cultural ;  and  I  wish  to  be  expressly  understood, 
not  lo  increase  our  nary  beyond  the  means  arising 
from  the  surplus  revenue :  neither  would  I  be  un- 
derstood as  advocating  uajust  monopolies,  prohib- 
itions, improper  bounties,  exclusive  charters  and 
companiesj  these  are  abuses  of  the  commercial 

In  the  course  of  some  of  ike  former  debates, 
China  was  inirodnced  as  a  model  and  pattern.  It 
be  remarked  that  China  has  articles  of  mer- 
cbandise  which  no  other  nation  has,  which  en- 
tices  all  nations  to  carry  on  commerce  with  her. 
Though  China  has  long  been  one  of  (be  richest, 
best  cultivated,  and  populous  countries,  yet  it  is 
to  be  remembered,  the  middling  and  lower  Aassea 
of  people  are  the  most  beggarly — thousands  of 
families  hare  no  olher  habitations  than  In  fishing 
boats,  and  the  greater  part  of  the  community  are 
poor  and  miserable.    Such  is  the  China  sample. 

It  is  said  commerce  increases  and  promotes  pro- 
digality. Suppose  it  does,  Mr.  Chairman,  and 
add  to  it  if  you  please  equipage,  luxury,  curiosiir, 
vanity.andosienlalion;  and  what  does  It  provel  It 
only  argues  that  the  principles  of  common  pru- 
dence do  not  always  govern  individuals;  never- 
theless it  promotes  industry  and  creates  a  fund 
for  the  support  of  society.  Besides,  it  seldom 
happens  Ibai  a  nation  is  much  afieeted  by  the  pro- 
fusion of  a  few  individuals;  the  principles  of  fru- 
gality seem  to  predominate  among  tne  greater 
Eart  of  mankind,  taking  the  whole  course  of  their 
ves  together ;  indeed,  natinns  are  never  Impovei- 
bhed  by  private,  ii  is  hy  public  misconduct. 

Modern  Kurope  furnishes  en  example  that  com- 
merce cannot  flourish  without  some  naval  pro- 
tection, and  I  sincerely  hope  the  resolution  will 
be  adopted. 

Messrs.  Lyom  and  Coox  spoke  at  considerable 
length  in  favor  of  the  resoluiion. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  resolmion; 
which  was  rejected — only  30  members  rose  in 
favor  of  it. 

The  House  considered  the  report,  when  the  first 
resolution  was  agreed  to — yeas  78,  nays  33,  as  lol- 
lows: 

Ybis — Evan  Alexander,  Silas  Betton,  Bamibaa 
Bidwell,  William  Bllekledga,  John  Blake,  jnnlor, 
Thomas  Blonnt,  Jimes  M.  Broom,  John  Campbell, 
John  Chandler,  Martin  Chittenden,  John  Clatbome, 
George  Clinton,  junior,  Frederick  Conrad,  Orchard 
Cook,  Jacob  Crawnioahield,  Ridiaid  CutU,  Esra 
Darby,  John  Davenport,  jantar,  J<din  Dawson,  Jams* 
Elliot,  Caleb  EUia,  Ebeoeier  Elmer,  William  Ely,  John 


■ey,  Seth  Hasting*,  William  Helms,  David  HohM^ 
Dsvid  Hough,  Walter  Jonsa,  Jams*  Kelly,  Thomas 
Kenan,  Joseph  Lewis,  jr.,  Matthew  Lyon,  Duncan  M» 
Far  land,  Robert  Marion.  Josiah  Maatan,  William  Mo- 
Creecy,  Nicholas  R.  Mooic,  John  Marrow,  Jonathan 
0.  Moselj,  Qurdon  S.  Mumfotd.  Jeremiah  Nelson, 
Thomas  Nenlon.JT.,  Timothy  PiUin,  jr.,  Thomas  H. 
Randoljri),  John  Rhaa  of  Tennesae^  John  RusmII, 
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Peter  Sailly,  Thomas  SunmonB,  Martin  G.  Scfaune- 
man,  Joba  Cotton  Smith,  Henry  Southard,  Jowph 
Sunton,  Williun  StcJmBO.  Lewis  B.  SturgCB,  Samuel 
Taggirt,  Benjamin  Taltmadge,  Samuel  Tennej,  David 
Thomai,  Thomaa  W.  Thompwin,  Uri  Tracj,  Abram 
THgg,  Philip  Van  Cartlandt,  KUIian  K.  Van  RenM- 
laer,  Joseph  B.  Vamnm,  Daniel  C.  Verplanck,  Feleg- 
Wadawonh,  Marmaduke  Williams,  Nathan  William, 
Biohard  Winn,  and  Joseph  Winston. 

Nita — Willia  AUtoD,  jus.,  Isaac  AnderstMi,  David 
Ikidj  JoMph  Barker,  Burwell  Baaaelt,  George  M.  Bed- 
bger,  Rot>ert  Brown,  William  Butler,  Cbristophn 
dark,  JMsph  Claj,  William  Oicluon,  Eliu  Earle, 
Fetar  £*rlj,  PMenon  Goodnryn,  Edwin  Gray,  Isaiah 
L.  OBe*D,  John  UaoiiUMi,  Michael  Letb,  Tboa.  Moore, 
Koger  Nelson,  Joseph  H.  Nicbolaon,  John  Pugh,  Jdin 
H*%  of  PennsjWania,  Jacob  Richards,  Thomas  Band- 
fbtd,  Ebenaiu  SeiTcr,  Jtdin  Srailie,  Samuel  Smith, 
Thomas  Spalding,  Richard  Sianbtd,  John  Whitehill, 
Sobei^WhilebUI,  and  David  R.  Williams. 

On  the  question  that  ih«  House  do  agree  wjlh 
Ae  Commiilee  of  [be  whole  House  in  their  Bigree- 
nwot  to  ibe  second  of  the  said  rewlutJons,  it  was 
resolTod  in  llie  ajCrmtiliTe — yeas  91,  nays  21,  as 
follows: 

TsAi — Eitn  Aleiutder,  Willis  Alston,  jun.,  Joesph 
Buker,  Oaorge  M.  Bedinger,  Bamaban  BldweJl,  Wil- 
liMn  BJackledge,  John  Blake,  Jan.,  Tbomaa  Blount, 
Janes  M.  Broom,  Robert  Brown,  Wdliam  BuUo, 
John  Campbelt,  John  GhBndler,JDhn Claiborne,  Cbria- 
Ifj^er  Claik,  Joseph,  Ciaj,  Geoige  ClintoD,  junior, 
Frederick  Coniad,  Oixhard  Cook.  Leonard  Covington, 
Jacob  CiowninihieU,  Rich  aid  Cutts,£zra  Darby,  John 
Dawson,  William  Dicluon,  Eliaa  Earle,  Peter  Early, 
Juuee  Elliot,  Ebenezer  Ehner,  William  Elv,  John  W. 
Eppei,  William  Findley,  James  Fisk,  John  Fowler, 
Charlea  Goldsborougb,  Peterson  Gooilwyn,  Andrew 
Gregg,  Isaiah  L.  Green,  Silas  Halsey,  Jbhn  Hamilton, 
Beth  Hustings,  Wilbam  Helms,  David  Holmes,  David 
Hough,  John  O.  Jackson,  Walter  Jones,  Thomas  Ke- 
ttan,  Michael  Leib,  Joseph  Lewis,  jun.,  Duncan  Mac- 
Fariand.  Robert  Marioli,  Joaish  Masters,  William  Mc- 
Creery,  Nicholas  R.  Moors.  Thomas  Moors,  John  Mor- 
row, G.  8.  Mvmford,  J.  Nelson,  R.  Nelson,  T.Newton, 
jtm.,  Joseph  H.  Niebolson,  Gideon  Olin,  John  Pugh, 
biiai  Raa  of  Peiuisylvania,  John  Rhea  of  Tennessee, 
John  RoBsell,  Petei  Ssilly,  Tbomaa  Sammons,  Mai- 
tin  G.  Scbuneman,  Ebenezer  Seaver,JohnSnulie,  John 
Cotton  Smith,  John  Smith,  Samuel  Smith,  Heniy 
Southard,  Thomas  Spalding,  Richard  Stanford,  Josepb 
Stanton,  Samuel  Taggart,  Samuel  Tenney,  David 
Thomas,  Thomas  W.  Thompson,  Uri  Tracy,  Abram 
Trigg,  Philip  Van  Cartlandt,  Daniel  C.  VeniUock. 
Pel«g  Wadaworth,  Marmaduke  Williama,  Nathan 
Williams,  Richard  Wtiui,  and  Joseph  Winston. 

N^is— Isaac  Anderson,  Da<jid  Bud,  Burwclt  Bm- 
s«tl,  Silas  Betton,  Merlin  Chittenden,  Samnel  W.  Da- 
na, John  Davenport,  jr.,  Caleb  Ellis,  Edwin  Gray,  Jon- 
athan O.  Mosely,  Timothy  Pitkin,  jr.,  Jacob  Richards, 
TtHtmas  Sendford,  William  Stedman,  Lewis  B.  Stsr- 


gpb  B.  Vamum,  John  Whitshill,  Robert  Whitehill, 


«a,  Benjamin  Tdlmadge,  KiUian  K.  Van  Renaaeber, 
Joseph  B.  Vamum, .'  "  ......  ^  . 

Btid  David.  B.  Willii 

On  the  questioD  that  the  House  do  agree  with 
the  Coinmiitee  of  the  whole  House  in  toeir  disa- 
greetneoi  to  the  third  and  last  of  [he  aaid  resotu- 
tJDDs,  it  was  resolved  in  the  affirniatiTe— yeas  72, 
nays  34,  as  follows : 


Veis — Evan  Aleisnder,  Willis  Alston,  jun.,  Isaac 
Anderson,  David  Bard,  Joseph  Barker,  Burwell  Baa- 
sett,  George  M.  Bedinger,  Bemabau  Bzdwell,  WiOiaa 
Blackledge,  John  Blake,  junior,  Thomsa  Blount,  Wil- 
Itam  Butler,  John  Chandler,  John  Claiborne,  Chrialn- 
pher  Clark,  Joseph  Clay,  Frederick  Conrad,  Leonard 
Covington,  Jacob  Crowninshield,  Eua  Darby,  lohn 
DaiFson,  Wiltiam  Dickson,  Eliaa  Earle,  Jamea  Elliat, 
Ebeneier  Elmer,  John  W.  Gppes,  William  Findtsy, 
Jamee  Fisk,  John  Fowler,  Pelenwn  Goodwyn,  Bdwin 
Gray,  Andrew  Giegg,  Isaiah  L.  Green,  Silw  Hmlmf, 
John  Hamilton,  David  Holmss,  Walter  Jones,  Tbomaa 
Kanan,  Michael  Leib,  Duncan  HacFarland,  Robest 
Madon,  Nicholas  R.  Moore,  Thetnas  Maorc,  JfreMiah 
Morrow,  John  Marrow.  Roger  Nelson,  Joe^  H.  Nidt- 
olson,  Gidson  Olin,  John  Pugh,  John  Rea  of  Penaafl- 
vania,  John  Rhaa  of  Tennessee,  Jacob  Richards,  Jidm 
Riuseil.  Thomas  Sandford,  Martin  G.  Scbuneman,  Eh- 
eneier  Seaver,  James  Sloan,  John  Smilie,  John  Smith,. 
Samuel  Smith,  Henry  Southard,  Thomas  Spalding, 
Richard  Stanford,  Joseph  Stanton,  Abram  Trigg,  I»-. 
seph  B.  Varnum,John  WhitehiU,  Robert  Whitehill, 
David  R.  WiUiams,  Marmadnke  Willtams,  and  Joeefb. 
Winston. 

Nita — James  M.  Broom,  John  Campbell,  Georp 
Clinton,  junior,  Ordiatd  Codt,  Samnel  W.  Dana,  John 
Davenpoit,  junior,  Caleb  Elfia,  WHIiamBIy,  CbsHeB 
Ooldaborough,  Ssth  Hastings,  David  Hoogh,  Jeeepb 
Lewis,  junior,  Matthew  Lyon,  Josiah  Hasten,  WilBam 
MoCreery,  Jonathan  Ol  Mo«^,  OnrdoB  6.  Mvisfar^ 
Jeremiah  Nalsan,  Thomas  Newton,  junior,  TiiMttf 
Pilkin,  Jan.,  Peter  Ssilly,  Thomas  Sammosis,  John  Oo^ 
t«n  ^mtbi,  WiUian  S^Dan,  Lswis  B.  StDigas,  Sn- 
uel  Taggart,  Benjamin  Tallmadge,  Samoet  Tcsumt-, 
Thomas  W.  Thompson,  Uri  Tracy,  PhiUp  Van  CoMi- 
landt,  KiUian  K.  Van  Kansaelaar,  Daniel' C.  Vei^ 
planck,Peleg  Wadsworlh,  and  Nathan  Williama. 
Ordered,  That  a  bill,  or  bills,  ba  broiight  in, 

fiursu&nt  to  the  firal  and  second  of  the  «i<d  t^mv 
mions;aDdihat  Mr.  Dawson,  Mt.Na TEAR  Wivt 
LiAHS,  Mr.  Elt,  Mr.  Blount,  Mr.  Josspb  Glat, 
Mr.  Dabby,  and.  Ui.  Fisk,  do  prepaie  and  briag 
in  the  Mine. 

WBDNEsnar,  Marcb  26. 

The  bill  sent  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act 
(o  explain  the  fifth  section  of  an  act,  entitled  'An- 
act  to  divide  the  IndiaiiH  Territory  into  two  M]^ 
arate  governments,"  was  coinmitted  to  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  whole  House  to-morrow. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Rooeb  NEt.aoM, 

Reaolved,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to 
bring  in  a  bi]l,supplemenlary  to  an  act,  entitled 
"An  act  more  effectually  to  provide  for  (be  or- 
ganizaiioit  of  the  militia  of  the  District  of  Co* 
fumbia." 

Ordered.  That  Mr.  Rooeei  Nelson,  Mr.  JoHi^ 
Smith,  and  Mr.  Elv,  be  appointed  a  commiuee 
pursuant  to  said  resolution. 

Mr.  JoBN  Randolph  preseoled  to  the  Houh 
two  petitions  of  sundry  inhabitants  of  Randolpb 
and  Saint  Clair  counties,  in  the  Indiana  Territ»i 
ry,  which  were  read,  praying  that  the  said  Terri- 
tory tnay  be  divided  into  two  separate  sovem" 
menLi;  and  (hat  slaves  may  be  permitted,  b|r  law, 
to  be  brought  into  the  said  Terri[ory. — Referred 
to  the  Conuaitiee  of  the  whole  Hoiu^  to  wbonv 
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was  comiDitted,  on  tke  fouTMenth  allimo,  the  re- 

Birt  of  the  aommittee  oa  ibe  lelter  of  William 
anry  Harrison ;  a  meaiorial  of  the  Legislative 
Council  and  House  of  RepreieBt«IiTCB  of  the 
IndiaiM  Territory ;  and  ssTeral  petitioos  of  sundry 
inhabilants  of  the  said  Territory. 

Mr.  Obbgo.  from  the  Committee  on  ihe  Public 
Laoda,  to  whom  whs  Boinmilted,  on  tbeseveo- 
teantli  inslani,  tbe  bill  sent  from  the  Senate,  enti- 
tled "An  act  to  authorize  the  State  of  Tennessee 
to  issue  graots,  and  porfect  titles  to  oeriain  lands 
tberein  deteribed.  and  to  aetile  the  claims  lo  va- 
cant and  UDappropriated  lands  within  the  same," 
reported  to  tbe  Houae  their  agreenieot  to  tbe 
aame,  with  several  amendments:  Whereapon, 

Ordendj  Thai  the  said  amendmeius,  together 
lEith  the  bill,  be  comioitted  lo  a  Committee  of 
Ifae  whole  Hooseon  Saturday  next 

Ur.  TnOHAS  M,  Randolph,  from  the  commit- 
tM  appointed  on  the  foDith  of  December  lest,  on 
a  memoiiBl  (£  tbe  LeaisktiTc  Council  and  House 
of  Representalive*  of  the  Uississinpt  Territory, 
Mtd  on  a  petition  of  sandrv  iobatHlaats  of  the 
said  Territory,  made  a  fuitlHT  report  thereon; 
which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  h«  committed  to 
a  Commiuee  oi  the  wbde  House  on  Monday 
aezt. 

Hr.  Parks  preawitcd  to  the  House  a  petition 
of  John  ClefbocB,  of  tbe  Indiana  Territory^ 
vliieti  waa  read,  praying  that  the  benefits  of  the 
aat,  pMied  on  tbe  third  day  of  Mueh,  one  thou- 
aitad  seven  huadred  and  ninety  oae,  entitled  "An 
act  for  ffrnotiog  lands  to  the  inhabitants  and  set- 
tlan  at  Vineeanee  and  the  Illiooie  country,  in  the 
Territory  Norihweet  of  the  Ohto,  and  for  con- 
fiming  tkena  in  their  paeaenioBa,"  may  be  ei- 
■aaded  t»  the  petiiiaoer,  f»r  the  reasoas  therein  set 
forth. 

A  aMBBaga  from  the  Senate  inforaud  tbe  House 
that  the  Senate  insist  on  tbeir  amendmcDt  disa- 
greed to  by  ibis  House  to  the  bill,  eotilled  "An 
act  to  regulate  and  fix  the  compensations  of  the 
offieers  of  the  Senate  and  Hoase  of  Bepreseala- 
tives,"and  desire  a  eonferenoe  with  this  House  on 
tlia  sahject-maiter  of  tbe  said  amendment;  to 
vhieh  conference  tbe  Seaatt  have  appointed  man- 
agen  on  their  part.  The  Senate  recede  from 
taieir  first  ameodiaent,  disagreed  to  by  this  House, 
to  the  bill,  entitled  '^An  act  for  establishing  rules 
and  articles  for  the  governractit  of  the  armies  of 
the  United  States."  and  insist  upon  their  second 
amendment,  disagreed  to  by  this  House  to  the 
said  bill,  and  denie  a  conference  with  this  House 
on  Ihe  subject-matter  of  the  said  amendment ;  to 
which  conference  the  Senate  have  appointed 
maaagers  oa  their  pert. 

CREDIT  OH  PUBLIC  LANDS. 
Mr.  Blacki.ebob. — From  the  best  informatira 
I  have  been  abk  to  collect,  by  an  examination  of 
the  deeuments  laid  on  our  taUe,  as  well  as  by  con- 
veraation  with  gendeoien  better  acquaiotied  with 
the  subject  than  myself,  I  find  that,  from  the  sales 
af  tbe  pohtic  lands  abeady  made,  there  will  be 
to  be  collected  in  ibe  course  of  about  four  years, 
apwardof  two  mill  ian  of  dollars;  from  thesaDe  . 


sources  of  informaii<»]  I  likewise  learn,  that,  in 
tbe  course  of  [he  present  year,  in  the  State  of 
Ohio  only,  upward  of  two  hundred  thousand  dol- 
lars are  to  be  paid,  or  the  lands  must  be  sold  to 
raise  the  balances  from  the  persons  owing  ibis 
enormous  sum^  and  that  sales  for  a  part  of  it  are 
to  commence  in  this  or  the  next  monih.  The 
petitions  presented  lo  Congress  at  this  session, 
praying  for  an  extension  of  credit  for  Ihe  balances 
due  from  the  petitioners,  and  depicting  ibe  dis- 
tresses to  which  many  must  be  reduced  if  oni 
laws  are  rigidly  enforced,  ought  to  draw  our  at- 
tention to  what  isto  be  the  probable  coDiequencea 
of  ■  svatem,  which  in  practice,  is  foatid  likely  to 
bring  largely  in  debt  to  the  Government  so  con- 
siderable a  proportion  of  tbe  citizens  of  any  eec- 
tion  of  tbe  Union.  To  my  mind,  iheteis  noibinc 
more  obvious  than  that  it  the  present  system  oT 
selling  our  lands  is  persevered  in,  the  peace  of  the 
Union  may  and  probsbly  will  not  be  preserved. 
Men  who  have  paid  three-fourths,  or,  per-hap^ 
more,  of  the  purchase  money  for  their  lands,  ana' 
spent  several  yearshard  labor  in  improving  them, 
cannot  feel  very  strongly  attached — nay,  mnii 
feel  an  aversion — lo  a  Oovemraent,  whose  rigid 
policy,  in  consequence  of  their  having  failed  to 
pay  tne  balance  which  may  be  due,  takes  from 
them  not  only  their  lands  and  improvements,  bat 
even  refuses  to  refund  that  portion  of  the  purchase 
money  which  may  have  been  paid.  Let  the  nuiO' 
ber  of  persons  of  this  description  increase  to  that 
extent  lo  which  our  present  system  naiorelly 
leads,  and  I  fear,  sir,  it  will  be  impossible  to  en- 
force your  laws.  No  man  will  dare  lo  bid  at  yoor 
salfc ;  bis  life  may  he  in  danger  if  he  does ;  and 
ihoDgh  ihe  lands,  in  sueh  eases,  would  revert  to 
the  Qovernment,  what  good  would  it  do  them^ 
The  first  purchaser  is  in  posseesion,  and  the  spirit 
of  the  community  in  which  he  lives  is  in  favor  of 
bis  holding  it.  To  evict  iiim,  you  mast  resort  to 
force,  the  consequences  of  which  are  too  obvious 
lo  need  description.  A  committee  of  ibis  House 
has  already  iiecided  tbe  principle,  that  it  would' 
be  improper  to  grant  a  longer  indulgence  to  these 
whose  time  of  credit  has  expired.  To  hare  de- 
cided otheiTvi^e  would  have  been  to  adopt  toward 
poor  debtors  for  the  purchase  of  your  lands,  a 
practice  directly  contrary  from  that  which,  under 
similar  circumstances  of  hardship,  has  been  uni< 
formly  observed  toward  your  debtors  at  tbe  cua- 
tom-honses;  a  distinetion  which  cannot,  as  I 
conceive,  be  justified  by  any  principle  of  policj* 
or  justice.  1  know  of  no  way  by  which  the  evils 
to  be  apprehended  can  be  so  enectnally  averted  aa 
to  put  a  stop  to  the  practice  of  sdling  the  public 
lands  on  oredit;  and  with  the  view  of  bringing  tbe 
snbjeet  before  Congress,  tod  ascertaining  their 
opinion  upon  it,  I  beg  leave  to  submit  the  Allow- 
ing resolution : 

Retohtd,  T^at  the  Committee  oa  the  Public  Lande 
be  imtmcted  to  inquire  into  tbe  rapedieDcy  of  tcpeel- 
ing  all  Bodi  parts  of  the  several  acts  for  the  sale  of  Uke 
lands  of  ^te  United  Suttn  u  authoriics  a  credit  oa 
any  put  of  the  porchiae  money,  and  that  tbe;  report 
their  opinioB  thereupon. 

Mr.  Nbwtoh  moved  an  aiaendmeot;  going  to 
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refer  thia  reiolutioD  to  the  Committee  of  Way* 
and  Means;  which  did  not  prevkil— ares  13; 
when  the  reaolntioD  wu  agreed  to  witboat  a 
division. 

IMPORTATION  OF  BRITIBH  GOODS. 

The  bill  to  prohibit  tbe  importation  of  cerlain 
Btititb  goods,  waret,  and  roerchaoJise,  was  read 
the  ihird  lime. 

The  yeas  and  ttays  were  called  for  on  it« 

Mr.  J.  R&KDOLPH. — I  was  about  myself  to  aik 
for  the  yeas  and  nays;  but  before.lbey  are  taken  on 
the  bill,  I  wish  some  of  its  framers,  if  indeed  it 
has  any  within  these  walb,  would  step  forward 
and  inform  what  eridence  is  to  be  o&ered  to  a 
jury  to  decide  whether  a  giren  yard  of  broad- 
cloth has  been  maoufaclured  in  Biiiain  or  Ireland. 
We  have  heard  a  great  deal  about  efficiency  aod 
dignity ;  but  nerer  in  the  course  of  my  life  have 
I  witnessed  such  a  scene  of  Indigaiiy  and  ineffi- 
ciency as  this  measure  holds  forth  to  the  world. 
yfhai  is  it?  A  milk- and -water  bill,  a  dose  of 
chicken  broth  to  be  taken  nine  months  hence. 
OoodOodI  is  it  possible  that  gentlemen  believe 
it  will  be  incompetent  for  Congress  at  the  next 
session  to  cook  up  such  a  dish  as  ibisT  for  1  hope 
Congress  will  meet  before  or  about  the  I5tb  of 
november,  and  that  an  adjournment  will  not  be 
made  to  the  beKinnins  of  December.  Is  there  such 
adifTeKnceol  limel>etweeii  those  periodi 
justify  a  resort  to  these  measures  now?  It  is  the 
merest  brutum  Jidmen  1  ever  heard.  It  is  r-- 
contempiible  tone  the  object  of  consideration, 
to  excite  the  feelings  of  the  pettiest  Stale  in  I 
Tope.  If  we  wish  to  throw  the  dissrace  off  i 
shoulderii,  let  us  throw  thii  bill  off  our  tables. 
This  is  the  siroag  measure!  this  is  the  imposing 
attitude  we  have  taken  1  You  cannot  do  with- 
out the  next  Spring  and  Fall  importations;  and 
Iou  tell  your  adversary  so.  Tou  multiply  custom' 
onse  oaths,  and  give  a  bounty  to  perjary.  Ex- 
cept in  respect  to  custom-house  oaths,  there  is  nol 
«  provision  in  the  bill  worth  a  farthing.  Is  it 
possible  for  a  deliberative  body  thus  to  trine  with 
the  nation  ?— with  powers  with  which  they  have 
beea  invested  for  wisest  purposes;  and  to  hold 
out  a  temptation  to  the  violation  of  lawsl  for  it 
i-  impossible  to  pass  a  lew  more  teeming  with 
mischief'— a  law  which,  while  it  opens  a  door  tc 
perjury,  cannot  be  executed,  and  than  the  execu- 
tion 01  which  nothing  is  farther  from  the  minds 
of  its  framers.  It  is  indeed  inefficiency  itself;  it 
can  never  be  execnted.  I  have  heard  much  said 
ID  tbe  lobby,  since  I  came  into  the  House,  of  giv- 
ing up  out  own  opinions  in  deference  to  those  of 
outers.  Let  those  who  make  this  declaration  ^ive 
up  ibeir  opinions.  But  in  my  opinion  the  times 
eall  for  a  far  different  thing  from  unanimity. 
They  may  indeed  call  for  union,  but  tbe  mea- 
sures proposed  ought  to  be  wise  and  eflicient- 
they  call  for  principle — for  ladepeodeuee — for 
gentlemen  in  this  House  voting  in  correspondence 
to  the  opinions  they  avow  out  of  doors,  and  not 
for  their  being  whipt  in  by  the  ooderlingt>of  Qov- 
lanly  attitude— for  a 


far  different  procedure  from  the  bill  on  your  taUe. 
Will  gentlemen  allow  nothing  to  a  change  of  cir- 
cumstances in  Europe  ?  We  have  received  a  re> 
cent  communication  from  that  quarter.  WiU 
they  pay  no  attention  to  \U  contents  1  Will  they, 
instead  of  this,  go  on  in  their  political  go-cart,  ia 
one  incessant  round,  without  atieodio^  to  time  ax 
circumsUoce?  And  now  I  am  speaking  on  this 
subject,  I  must  request  those  communications  btt 

«d. 

Mr.  Spsaksb  Mid  they  were  confideniial. 

Mr.  J.  Randolph.— I  hope  they  will  be  read, 
whether  they  be  confidential  or  nol. 

Mr.  Spb&esr. — They  are  not  in  possession  oC 
the  House. 

Mr.  J.  Randolph.— I  hope  theywill  be  sent  for, 
and  that  they  will  be  read. 

The  Spgakbr  repeated  that  they  were  not  bs- 
fore  the  House. 

Mr.  Clopton. — Mr.  Speaker,!  rise  with  a  Tiev 
of  submittieg  a  few,  and  but  a  few  remarks  to  iha 
House  on  the  passage  of  ibis  bill.  1  am  afraid, 
however,  that  my  voice,  naturally  feeble,  and  ren- 
dered much  more  so  by  a  paioiul,  excraciatiiif 
indisposition,  which  has  detained  me  from  this 
House  many  weeks,  will  not  admit  of  a  degree  of 
utterance  sufficient  to  be  heard  throughout  the 
whole  even  of  those  few  remarks.  Until  yesterday 
Ihaveootbeenabletocome  totheHonsefor  more 
than  seven  weeks;  and,  on  that  day. the  debilitated 
state  of  my  frame  admitted  not  of  my  continnanee 
at  the  House  but  for  a  very  short  time.  For  these 
reasons  I  shall  feel  tbe  -more  thankful  to  the 
House  for  a  patient  attention.  During  part  of  the 
time  which  has  elapsed  in  my  absence  from  tbe 
House,  a  resolution  of  very  great  importance  waa 
discussed  and  passed  by  without  a  vole.  The 
bill  now  before  you  is  one  brought  in,  as  I  under- 
stand,  pursuant  to  another  resolution  whieh  has 


lieve  it  is  calculated  to  be  as  effectual  toward* 
obtaining  the  objects  sought  for,  as  a  measure 
might  be,  grounded  on  the  resolution  which  has 
been  discussedi  I  mean  the  resolution  lubmilted 
by  a  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  (Mr.  QKEOO.t 
Nor  shall  I  vote  for  it  under  a  belief  that  it  will 
be  less  likely  to  give  offence  to  the  nation  on  whom 
it  is  to  operate.  EveryargumeDtagainst  that  res- 
olution predicated  an  apprehensions  of  its  offett- 
iJency  towards  that  nation,  would,  in  my 
.     .  ...,  jjjjj  „ 

It  of  thia 


opinion,  be  equally  as  proper  against  this  bill  i 
against  that  resolntioit.  But  all  argument  of  thi 
sort  I  utterly  disclaim,  whether  applied  to  the  oie 


ine  other.  However,  there  s 
have  arisen,  from  apprehensions  of  that  kind,  % 
degree  of  reluctance  in  some  gentlemen  as  to 
resorting  to  any  measure  of  the  nature  of  that 
proposed  in  this  bill.  And  why  so?  What,  I 
would  ask,  is  the  situation  of  the  United  States? 
Are  they  still  in  a  stale  of  colonization  to  Qreat 
Brilainl  Are  ihey  under  subieciioD  to  the  arid- 
trary  rule  and  dominion  of  that  country  f  Are 
they  bound  to  receive  law  from  the  British  Far- 

Iliament,  from  the  British  Ministry,  or  from  a  Brit- 
ish Court  of  Admiralty?    Ordo  they  hold  a  rank 


mSTORT  OP  C0N&RB8S. 


Mabob,  1806. 


Mwi-Zmporiatum  q^  GoodM  froai  Oreat  Britmtt. 


in  Ibe  scale  of  iadependent  nttioDs  1  If  ibef  do 
hold  any  such  rank,  bare  tbef,  or  have  ihey  not, 
a  riffbt  lo  make  rules  aad  regulatioDH  in  reaped 
ta  their  commerce  vitb  other  eouDtriei  %  In  roik- 
iog  ibeir  commcicial  arrangemeDts,  have  ihpy 
not  a  right  to  wiibhold  their  trade  either  '       '    ' 


to  be  coDsidered  as  a  natioD :  if  they  do 
people  havios  tbeir  owa  Gorernmeiit  iadepen- 
dent  of  all  olDer  Governments,  such  a  right  can- 
not be  disputed;  it  it  cleat,  it  is  i  neon  testable. 
What  cause  of  ofiVace,  then,  can  be  giveo  by  the 
esereise  of  luch  a  right  1  What  caase  of  offence 
will  be  ffiren  by  the  Ucited  States,  should  they 
witbbold  their  trade  from  any  natioD  upoo  earth? 
None,  til.  The  right  being  clear  and  uoqueitiuD- 
tionable,  sucb  an  exercise  of  it  cannot  be  any  just 
cause  of  ofieoce. 

It  seems,  howerer.  to  hara  been  apprehended 
b?  some  geoilemen  that,  whether  it  be  just  cause 
of  offence  or  not,  Oreat  Briiaia  will  take  offence 
should  any  such  measure  be  adopted.  And,  sir, 
has  it  not  been  tiugeeited  that  the  United  States 
would  do  well  to  tdraia  from  taking  such  a  m 
ure  rather  than  incur  the  displeasure  of  that 
tioni  If  sucb  suggestions  have  Iraotpired.  I  mast, 
wilball  the  powers  of  my  soul,  disclaim  thesej 
inent.  Whatl  forbear  to  do  what  we  bavi 
lawful  riffbt  to  do,  and  what  does  not,  hy  i 
manner  of  means,  interfere  with  the  rights  of  oth- 
ers, through  fear  of  offending  Oreal  Britain  there- 
by I  Sir,  is  the  blood  which  floved  in  our  t  ' 
thirty  years  ago  entirely  dissipated  t  If  it  is 
if  there  be  one  drop  remaining,  snrely  that  drop 
ia  sufficient  to  excite  an  indignant  reouociaiion, 
an  utter  abhorrence  of  such  a  sentiment.  What 
ia  fear?  Is  it  a  quality  or  a  properly  of  the  hu- 
HUD  soul?  IT  it  be  saeh  a  quality  or  property, 
O  let  it  be  eternally  diacarded  from  the  Ametican 
breflsll  Let  it  be  driven  (o  those  dark  and  gloomy 
regioOB  where  (he  iron  band  of  despotism  siiikes 
to  the  ground  eTerytbins  which  would  attempt ' 
raise  itself  above  that  level!  There  alone  is  i 
proper  element ;  there  it  is  a  principle  of  Gorer 
ment  pervading  the  melancholy  groups,  who  drag 
oD  through  life  under  a  toad  of  wretchedness, 
marking  tbeir  dismal  course  by  the  clanking  of 
their  chains.  Wherever  it  prevails  it  pollutes; 
it  poisons  the  founiain  whence  flows  everything 
noble  and  excellent  in  man.  Infected  with  it,  hir 
natJTe  dignity  vnuiabeg  from  him,  and  all  hi: 

Sreainess  topples  downward  and  smks  into  thi 
UBt. 

But  wherefore,  sir,  for  what  purpose,  should 
this  fear  of  offending  Great  Britain  be  indulged  ? 
It  should  be  indulged,  it  seems,  lest  Qreai  Btitain, 
taking  offence  at  ine  adoption  of  such  a  measure 
should  wage  war  against  the  United  Stales.  Sir 
that  nation  (it  is  acknowledged  on  all  aides)  bai 
committed  manifold  outrageous  violations  on  tbt 
rights  of  this  country,  and  of  many  of  its  citizens, 
andcontinues  to  pursue  tbat  wrongful  course.  If, 
in  vindication  ot  those  rights,  the  United  States 
should  adopt  a  measure  perfectly  lawful,  and  sv  ' 
as  appears  to  them  the  most  eligible ;  and  i^ 


consequence  of  that  measure.  Great  Britain,  to 
complete  her  system  of  iniquity,  should  cboose  to 
go  further  and  make  war  against  this  country,  be 
The  United  Slates  will  have  done  nothing 
\  than  what  it  was  ibeir  duty  to  do ;  and,  in 
the  instance  of  this  bill,  perhaps  they  will  not 
have  done  as  much.  The  measure  is  perfectly 
lawful,  perfectly  just,  and  contains  in  itself  notU- 
inr  incompatible  with  principles  strictly  pacific. 
Should  sucb  be  the  consequence,  I  do  not  believe 
(bet  in  the  war  (which  would  be  merely  a  naval 
one)  the  advantage  on  the  side  of  tbat  country 
would  be  so  great  as  seems  lo  have  been  appre- 
hended by  some  gentlemen.  1  rather  believe  that 
our  commerce  would  not  be  annoyed  in  a  greater 
degree  than  might  be  retaliated  on  her  commerce. 
Here,  sir.  let  me  not  be  misunderstood  ;  let  it  not 
be  thought  that  1  feel  a  wish  for  war.  Far,  very 
far  from  it.  I  deprecate  that  great  evil,  that 
scourge  of  the  human  kind.  I  enieruia  a  peca- 
Itar  aversion  to  every  species  of  warfare,  as  1 
always  have  entertained  an  aversion  to  it.  Bat 
I  mean  here  lo  make  a  distinction  between  a  dis- 
position to  seek  after,  or  to  provoke  war,  and  that 
disposition,  which,  although  it  wishes  to  avoid 
war,  is  not  afraid  lo  meet  it,  should  it  be  wantonly 
and  unjustly  waged  against  ourcountry.  I  mean 
here  to  declare  it  to  be  mj  opinion,  that  the  Uui- 
tei)  States  ought  not  to  shrink  from  a  lawful  exer- 
cise of  their  own  rishts  of  independence,  ihrongh 
fear  of  incurring  iTie  displeasure  of  any  nation 
upon  earth,  left  that  nation,  under  the  influeoca 
of  such  displeasure,  should  make  war  against  this 
country ;  and  I  mean  here  to  express  my  wish 
and  my  hope  that  they  will  exercise  those  rights 
of  independence. 

But,  sir,  do  I  think  that  sach  a  measure  (Mr. 
Q.'s  resolution)  would  induce  Great  Briuin  to 
wage  war  against  the  United  Slates?  No,  sir,  I 
am  as  Tar  from  thinking  so  as  I  am  from  wishing 
that  it  should  be  so;  and  I  can  truly  say.  thai  no 
man  upon  earth  can  be  farther  from  desiring  such 
an  event  This  country  affords  a  great  market 
for  a  vast  portion  of  British  manufactures.  Ex- 
clude those  manufactures  from  this  market,  and 
the  effect  would  be  immediately  felt  throughont 
the  kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland.  Such, 
in  my  opinion,  would  he  the  effect  ihat  tbeir  Gov- 
ernment would  feel  much  stronger  inducements 
to  relinquish  their  aggressions  than  to  pursue  them 
01  to  make  war  against  the  United  Stales.  Ex- 
clude those  manafaciores  from  this  market,  and 
thousands  and  tens  of  thousands  of  tbeir  manufac- 
turing subjects  would  soon  he  seen  trembling  with 
awful  apprehensions  of  famine.  Volumes  of  re- 
monstranees,  almost  with  the  rapidity  of  the 
winds,  would  be  poured  in  and  laid  at  the  foot  of 
the  Throne;  the  language  of  such  remunstraneei 
would  be  such  as  to  sirike  the  souls  of  their  Min- 
istry wiib  terror  and  dismay.  To  slop  the  pro- 
gress of  discontent,  disaffection,  and  consequent 
insurrection,  I  do  believe  that  they  would  hasten 
to  relinqniah  their  pernicious  and  iniquitous  sys- 
tem. Tbua  the  comrfiotions  of  their  own  subjects 
would  drive  them  from  the  pursuit  of  a  course  of 
aggression,  from  which,  scarcely  any  other  event 
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could  diTerl  ibem ;  and  ibeir  owd  fean  would 
produce  ibai  justice  to  us,  which  might  perhapi 
in  vain  be  ezpecied  to  be  brooghi  about  by  any 
other  means.  Thus  far  we  should  be  secured 
against  war,  from  csums  arising  among  tbem- 
selres. 

Among  other  ofajectioDs  to  such  a  measure,  it 
has  been  suggested  that  the  measure  would  aid 
the  ambiiioua  views  of  France,  by  ihrowiDir  the 
weight  of  the  United  States  ia  her  scale.  How, 
^r,  would  ibis  be  done)  Nobody,  I  believe,  enter- 
tains ■  thought  of  CDiering  into  an  alliioee,  either 
offensive  or  defeDsive,  witli  the  reigning  Bmperor 
(^  France.  How,  then  would  sucb  an  event  be 
brought  aboutl  On  a  supposition,  it  seems,  that 
the  United  States  would  certainly  be  engaged  in 
a  war  with  Qreat  Btiuin.  Equally  foreign  is  it, 
I  believe,  from  the  intention  of  any  one  to  make 
wat  Bgaiost  that  nation,  and  thereby  increase  the 
weight  of  Bonaparte  in  the  scale  of  war  against 
his  great  antagonist.  In  what  manner,  then, 
would  this  accumulation  of  weight  in  his  scale  be 
eflected,  by  which  hewonld  be«nabled  tnoreeasi- 
Ir  to  crush  his  adversary  1  Why,  truly,  in  one 
and  one  only  way  (it  has  been  said)  it  would  be 
^cted.  Tbal  very  advenary  would  e&ct  it; 
that  very  adversary,  it  seenu,  would  throw  onr 
weight  into  his  scale  against  herself,  by  wairing 
war  against  us ;  would  lierself  be  the  immedtaie 
oause  of  facilttating  her  own  downfall,  I^  Mr. 
Chairman,  such  would  be  the  consequence,  are  the 
rulers  of  that  nation  so  stupid  and  blind  that  thev 
could  have  so  idea  of  that  eoosequence?  And, 
while  it  is  plainlv  foreseen  on  this  side  of  tbe  At- 
lantic, they  could  form  no  conception  of  it  7  la 
their  situation  belter  known  here  ^n  it  can  be 
to  themselves?  Or  are  they  ready,  thus  violently 
and  igBoranlly,  to  precipitate  their  own  fate  by 
taking  a  step  tending  to  produce  to  them  that  oa- 
taslrophe,  but  which  tendency  they  cannot  per- 
oeive,  while  it  is  clearly  comprehended  at  this 
plane?  Here,  sir,  permit  me  to  make  uae  of  - 
phntae,  which  has  bean  before  made  use  <rf- 
Q/iem  Daut  vuit  perdere  priiu  demmtaL  Is  it 
asoertaiDed  that  ihisy  have  already  arrived  to  that 
slate  of  demeniaiion  7  Is  it  ascertained  that  they 
are  completely  prepared  for  destruction,  by  bav- 
iog  been  previously  rendered  oorajrietely  n»d1 
But,  so  far  from  being  overwhelmed  and  sunk 
into  a  state  of  mental  derangemeDt,  has  not  their 
wisdom  been  a  theme  of  high  eulogium'J  I  be- 
lieve it  has.  Without  saying,  however,  how  far 
I  am  willing  to  concur  in  that  enloginm,  I  might 
safely  admit,  then,  thai  a  war  between  the  United 
Slates  and  Great  Briiain  would  afibrd  to  her  ad< 
versary  a  considerable  advantage  in  their  contest ; 
and  that  very  circumstance  secures  the  United 
Slates  from  war  with  Great  Britain,  even  if  she 
should  be  oihervriM  disposed  (o  wage  it  against 
them. 

In  the  discussion  of  this  important  subject,  two 
interests  have  been  taken  into  view— the  agncnl- 
tuial  interest  and  commercial  interest.  I,  sir,  am 
BO  stickler  for  commerce,  nor  am  I  an  enemy  to 
il.  My  own  inJividual  Interest  is  agricultural ; 
I  derive  my  sababtenee  from  the  soil.    But  this 


eommercia),  a  great  CMnmercial  eoDstrr,  a* 
it  is  a  great  agricultumi  one.  The  agrtcuttaral 
part  of  the  community  does,  indeed,  outnomber 
that  of  the  commercial;  jet  I  feel  no  dispositioa 
to  shrink  from  a  vindication  of  those  tights  of  the 
nation  which  appertaiii  to  commerce.  As  a  na- 
tion, it  is  our  duty  to  vindicate  all  its  rights,  and 


States,  it  is  their  duty  not  to  abandon  tbe  lawful 
rights  attached  to  that  commerce ;  dot  to  aban- 
don, without  aa  effort,  their  injured,  impreased 
seame<B,  to  the  fangs  and  lash  of  the  tyrants  who 
have  outrageously  seized  upon  them  !  Tb«  east- 
ern parts  of  the  Atlantic  Stales  are  addicted  » 
commercial  habits;  long  have  they  been  ionred 
to  them ;  we  cannot  break  them  off  from  tbme 
habits  i  we  cannot  obange  the  genitK  of  the  peo- 
ple. In  the  West,  we  perceive  the  dawning  of  a 
great  day,  when  the  subjects  of  an  immense  trade 
will  be  wafted  along  the  stream  of  the  Mississip- 
pi—be lanoched  into  the  ooan— and  almost  vie, 
in  magnitude  and  in  value,  with  those  of  the  At- 
lantic  States.  Sir,  we  should  legislate  lor  this 
great  nation, as  it  is;  we shoold assert  the  varioss 
Ights  appertaining  to  it  as  an  independent  ntlioa  j 


ndj  as  far  as  we  can  foresee,  we  should  provide 
~r  ita  futura  interests  in  the  oifferent  -" '  ■"- 

sine  and  prwressive  state. 

I  had  iatendi^4,  Mr.  Speaker, 


tfferent  stages  of  ita 


for  Ita  futura 

and  prwressive  « 

td  iatendi^4,  Mr.  Speaker,  to  make  some 
further  remarks  on  a«gnments  wbieb  have  been 
advanced  ia  support  of  the  pasit.ioo,tbat  war  wooM 
ensue  from  sach  a  measure ;  that  the  conse<]BeDco 
would  be  fatal  to  the  commerce  and  navy  of 
the  United  States,  and  have  a  tendency  to  se- 
cure to  FraiKe  a  soperiotity  on  tbe  ocean.  I  baJ 
wished,  also,  to  make  a  few  observaliona  rebiive 
to  the  rights  attached  m  the  vessels  of  a  neutral 
nation  «n  tbe  high  aeaa,  and  to  notice  some  of  tbe 
pietexta  resorted  to  (as  it  is  said)  by  Great  Brit^ 
sin,  by  way  <^  jvstiSeatioit  for  the  aggreeaioBs  on 
cni  oommeroa,  and  tbeiiBpressment  ttf  Amencui 
seamen.  Bm  my  present  bodily  infirmities  d» 
not  admit  my  pioceedii^  as  fu'  as  I  wished,  I 
ron<K,  therefore,  conclude.  As  I  said  before,  air. 
althnagb  I  do  not  believe  that  this  bill  is  aa  weli 
calculated  for  insuring  attainment  of  the  objects 
sought  for  as  might  have  been,  and,  iberefore,  avf 
hopes  of  snccess  are  not  very  sanguine;  yet,  be- 
ing not  entirely  without  hope  that  It  may  an- 
swer tbe  purpose,  I  shall  vole  for  JL 

[The  foUowiog:  has  been  communicatad  by  Mr.  Cmp- 
TBH,  u  the  ■iri)^aiKe  of  what  he  bad  intended  to  ad- 
dress to  the  House,  in  addition  to  the  Ibregoing  mnaiks, 
if  hii  heslth  had  been  inch  as  In  have  enahM  him  to 
proeeeiL — E  u  rraas.J 

The  resolution  which  has  hetra  dlscnssed,  bar- 
ing been  declared  to  have  a  warlike  tendency,  the 
terrors  of  B  wir  with  Great  Britain  have  been, 
therefore,  set  forth  in  frightful  colors;  and  we 
have  been  warned,  solemnly  warned,  to  be  ean- 
tjous  in  taking  a  step  so  much  affecting  the  inter- 
ests of  a  nation,  the  thunder  of  whose  navy,  eres 
in  contemplatioQ,  is  awfnl  and  tremendous.  Has 
it  not  been  brought  forward,  as  an  alarmine  coo- 
sidefaiion,  that  if  (be  fleeta  of  tbat  nation  bbooM 
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oBce  b«  directed  agaiiut  tbia  country,  ool  a  port 
from  ooeeDdoftbe  coauneDt  lotbeoibetwouldbe 
left  opcD?  That  our  cotsu  would  be  lined  with 
their  ships, and  not  a  single  Americaa  veisel  iuporl 
would  be  able  to  ileal  out,  while  all  on  ibe  ocean 
would  be  captured  or  destroyed?  Tite  lan^a^e 
of  the  opposition  seems  to  have  breathed  senli- 
meots  of  this  sort ;  and  much  of  tfa«  warning 
which  has  been  giren,  appears  to  hava  been  di- 
lected  entirely  to  these  points.  Thsy  tell  us  that 
war,  inetitable  war,  would  be  the  result ;  and  that 
to  the  United  States,  the  conseqaence  would  he 
annibilaiioD  of  their  conmerce,  and  speedy  de- 
structioa  to  their  little  miiine.  In  the  warm  and 
solemn  appeals  to  the  7ast  aaTal  force  of  Eng- 
land, which  has  long  secured  to  her  the  dominion 
of  toe  seas,  it  has  been  denounced  as  a  species  of 
madness  to  attempt  such  a  measure.  Such  is  the 
picture  which  has  been  drawn  on  one  side  of  the 


the  seas.  I  say,  further,  she  is  sot  shy  nor  back- 
ward in  manifesting  that  circumstance  to  the 
world.  Proud,  haughty,  domineering,  she  makes 
the  inferior  Powers  feel  her  weight.  She  gives 
law  to  the  whole  maritime  world,  and  she  tyraa- 
nizes  greatly  indeed.  Yes,  indeed  1  she  plays  the 
tyrant,  and  she  plays  the  tyrant  on  the  commerce 
fa  tbia  country ;  and  theaa  are  the  outrages  which 
we  complain  of. 

Let  us  DOW  turn  orerand  Ijiok  at  the  other  side 
of  the  caorass.  Let  us  see  what  is  there  |}ortray- 
ed.  We  there  see  it  sketched  out  tbt  this  same 
little  nafy  of  ours,  although  it  is  to  he  destroyed 
at  an  early  stage  of  the  supposed  contest,  will, 
nevertheless,  eitable  France  to  disconcert  all  the 
mighty  uaial  machinery  of  England,  to  harass  it 
on  all  sides,  and  eventalty  acauire  the  pradomi- 
naoce ;  that  the  great  ocean  wiL  be  obliged  to  re- 
ceive into  its  bosom  the  Gallic  tjrrani  in  place  of 
its  old  master,  England ;  that  this  ereat  leviathan 
of  the  deep  mil  he  obliged  to  yield  up  his  long- 
established  dominion  to  the  shark  of  France ;  and 
that  new  mooarcfa,  issuing  forth  in  the  vigor  of 
youthful  strength  thus  recently  acquired,  will 
aaa|i  in  twain  everything  he  meets  with,  and  reign 
the  terror  of  the  whole  watery  element. 

But  no  more  of  Scares  and  allegorical  allusions, 
which  have  lately  become  very  fashionable,  la 
plain  Eoelish,  the  toene  which  has  been  preaent- 
ed  to  us,  I  take  to  be  this :  The  oppodtion  com- 
menced OB  the  assoined  position  laat  the  meas- 
nre  was  a  war  measure ;  laat  a  war,  a  navaJ  war, 
would  inevitably  follow  its  adoption.  On  this 
ground  all  the  arguments,  mostly  relied  upon' 
•sem  to  be  predicated  ;  and  arc  precisely  adapted 
to  the  (^position,  if  the  resolution  had  contamed 
a  direct  dectaratiou  of  ivar.  hi  this  apprehended 
war  we  are  told  that  Great  Britain,  ny  bw  im- 
mense navy,  mast  maintain  an  ioealculable  ad- 
vantage over  this  country;  ihat  the  commerce 
'  and  the  navy  of  the  United  States  must,  almost 
immediately,  be  broken  ap ;  that  indeed  we  shonld 
be  "  swept  at  a  blow  from  the  ocean  i"  and  at  the 
'  Mue  tiioa  we  «ie  wanted  agaUst  taking  wuh  a 


step  OB  the  gronod  that,  in  such  a  war,  that  is  to 
say,  a  naval  war,  the  United  States  being  thrown 
into  the  scale  of  France,  might  insure  iut  prepon- 
derance, and  give  to  France  the  dominion  of  the 
*eas.  This  is  to  me  a  paradox  totally  incompre- 
hensible. That  the  United  Stales  should,  at  the 
very  outset  of  the  contest,  be  rendered  totally  in- 
capable of  making  any  head,  a  single  effort  at  sea, 
and  yet  be  the  efficient  means  orinereasing  the 
naval  power  of  France  (now  CDnparstivel*  tri- 
fling) so  far  as  to  overbalance  that  of  Great  Brit- 
ain, are  positions  which  appear  too  opposite  and 
contradictory  to  be  reconciled.  What !  Tolaitf 
ioeapable  of  doing  anything,  and  yet  eapable  ef 
performing  the  wonderful  act  of  bringing  about 
the  subjection  of  eight  bandied  skips  to  the  do- 
minion of  a  few  dozen  I 

But  whether  there  be  war  or  no  war  with  the 
United  States,  if  there  be  any  persons  who  are 
auxioue  that  the  great  overgrown  naval  power  of 
Great  Britain  shoald  not  be  r«duced,  I  think  it  is 
very  probable  that  they  will  have  their  wish  ;  at 
least,  according  to  the  ordinary  course  of  human 
affairs,  no  grouDd  is  aow  presented  whereon  to 
calculate  woen  Mich  an  event  might  be  expected. 
Yet,  if  SDch  a  war  should  take  place,  f  have  no 
idea  that  the  commerce  or  the  navy  of  the  United 
States  would  be  annihilated,  small  as  that  navy 
is,  and  Improbable  as  it  is  that  the  weight  of  it  in 
the  scale  of  that  war  would  be  s«ch  an  accession 
as  to  enaUe  France  to  obtain  a  naval  predomi- 
nancy. I  believe  that  the  enterprising  spirit  of 
individual  adveolorers  on  the  part  ef  the  United 
States  would,  as  I  su^ested  before,  countprvatl 
all  (Mtpoeing  difficulties,  and  maintaifl  a  heary 
weiffbi  in  tbe  eonmereial  scale.  Other  channels 
woiild  be  found,  through  which  oommereial  pur- 
suits would  be  conducted.  Small  would  be  th« 
sacrifice,  if  any ;  but  it  would  be  a  sacrifice  not 
wilfully  made  at  the  shrine  of  vain  ambition.  a6r 
prooeeaing  from  unlawful  pnrsnits.  It  would  be 
a  sacrifice  iacidentatly  resulting,  bat  not  right- 
fally,fiom  a  cause  which,  to  maintaia,  is  among 
tbe  noblest  acta  of  a  naiion ;  a  manly  assertion  ef 
its  lecitimate  rights,  in  a  spirit  untiaetured  with 
hoalire  ritva. 

A*  to  the  ttaTal  armament  of  theUnited  Staasa, 
although  it  cannot  be,  nnd  has  not  been,  pretend- 
ed by  any  ef  the  friends  of  the  measure,  that  it 
could  contend  with  the  navy  of  Great  Britain, 
yet,  that  it  might  afford  to  our  merebaot  veawls 
ooasideraUe  protection  in  the  vkiaity  of  our 
ooastB,  and  the  Weat  Indies,  there  can  be  scaneif 
a  doubt. 

Whoever  he  is,  on  the  otlier  hand,  wfio  wiehea 
to  see  something  like  a  balance  of  power  oa  the 
ocean — an  event  which  might,  very  probably, 
subserve  the  general  iateeests  of  madtind  and  of 
the  United  States,  much  better— I  cannot  perceive 
any  reason  toappreheod  that  he  will  soon  be  grat- 
ified. If  Bonaparte  ever  desiroysthe  naval  power 
of  Great  Britain,  or  weakens  it  so  far  as  to  aeqoin 
the  superiority,  and  succeed  to  the  dominion  of  tbe 
seas,  he  must  UteI  destroy  the  British  nation,  or 
conquer,  or  subject  it  to  his  own  terms.  Does 
it  ifacra&r*  follow,  from  theaa  acntiinenta,  tint 
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I  wiib  for  ftich  an  eveDl.  No,  iodeed ;  bf  no 
means.  I  Deither  wish  that  tbe  one  shoald  be 
deatroyed,  DOT  that  I  be  other  should  acquire  the 
superiority  at  sea,  as  lie  dow  holds  it  on  Ibe  land. 
I  aiD  as  unwiliiog  that  the  United  States,  in  the 
prosecution  of  their  lawful  parsuits,  should  be  ia- 
sulted  by  ooe  tyrant  of  iHe  seas,  as  that  they 
■honld  be  insulted  by  another  tyrant  of  ibe  seae. 
No  matter  who  rules  the  ocean,  a  disposition  to 
play  the  tyrant  there  will  be  found.  Whoeirer 
holds  domiuioii  on  that  elemeQl,  capricious,  inter- 
ested pr^ects  will  mark  his  conduct  towards 
othera.  The  best,  and  most  eligible  course  for 
the  United  Stales  to  pursue,  when  they  meet  with 
auch  conduct,  is,  in  my  opinion,  to  adopt  »uch 
measures  as  are  calculated  most  to  affect  tbe  in- 
terest of  the  aggressors.  If  tbis  be  a  sound  rule, 
it  strongly  recommeDda  the  resolution  which  has 
been  discussed,  as  the  measure  proposed  by  ii 
would  deeply  and  vitally  affect  the  interest  of 
Oreat  Britain;  while,  as  f  hare  said  before,  tbe 
sacrifice  on  tbe  part  of  tbe  United  Slates,  1  really 
think,  would  not  be  such  as  to  affect  their  inter- 
est in  any  very  considerable  degree. 

If  I  were  disposed  to  do  so,  it  would  be  unneces- 
sary at  this  time  to  say  anrtbingas  to  tbe  aggres- 
sions complained  of,  wheiner  they  are  unwarrant- 
able, and  contrary  to  what  is  called  the  law  of 
nations.  That  they  are  so,  is  a  point,!  believe 
almost  universBlly  insisted  upon  by  the  people  of 
tbis  country.  But  here,  I  will  go  a  little  further. 
The  doctrine  which  admits  of  search  for  enemy's 
goods,  on  board  the  ressels  of  a  neutral  on  the 
high  seas,  and  a  right  lo  seize  and  cod Bseate  such 
goods  wneneTei  there  found,  ever  was,  to  my 
view,  a  doctrine  founded  in  power,  and  not  in 
Tight — a  doctrine  which  all  the  musty,  volumin- 
ous compilations  of  the  civilians,  pui  together, 
can  never  reconcile  to  the  principles  of  tustice. 
Within  whose  jurisdiction  is  tbe  vessel  of  a  oen- 
trat,  when  sailing  on  the  high  seas  7  Is  it  within 
tbe  jurisdiction,  not  of  the  nation  to  whom  it  be- 


B  common  highway,  free  for  the  use  of  all  nations 
who  may  choose  to  navigate  them  ?  It  is  univei^ 
■ally  admitted  that  they  are,  for  it  would,  indeed, 
beutterly  absurd  to  deny  it.  Equally  absurd  would 
it  be,  to  deny  that  a  vewel  sailing  on  those  seas 
u  within  tbe  exclusive  jurisdiction  of  the  nation 
to  whom  it  belongs.  What  right,  then,  has  a  bel- 
ligerent, because  be  happens  to  be  in  a  state  of 
war,  forcibly  to  iovade  the  jarisdiciional  limits  of 
a  peaceable  nation,  with  wnom  be  has  do  differ- 
eDoel  The  state  of  war  in  which  he  is,  what- 
ever rights  it  mav  give  him  in  relation  to  his 
fnemy,  cannot  enlarge  bis  rights  in  respect  to  a 
neutral,  cannot  diminish  the  right  of  that  neutral. 
Upon  no  principle  of  reason  or  jnslice  can  the 
rights  of  the  neutral  be  afieeted  by  the  war.  His 
situation  cannot  be  rightfully  altered  by  either  of 
the  belligerent  parlies,  and  neither  of  them  can 
have  any  more  rightful  authoril;^  to  enter  the 
jurisdictional  limits  of  a  neutral  in  time  of  war 
than  in  a  state  of  profound  peace,  for  he  it  in  a 
atataof  peace,  and  alt  the  lights  of  peace  tenuUn 


itiaehed  to  him  in  that  slate.  The  belligerent  has 
IS  much  ri^ht  to  enter  the  warehouses,  or  Other 
places  within  the  territories  of  the  neutral,  seize 
and  make  prize  of  the  goods  of  his  enemy  found 
there,  as  he  has  to  enter  tbe  vessels  of  the  neutral 
on  the  high  teas,  and  to  seize  and  make  prize  of 
the  goods  of  bis  enemy  there  found;  beeaase, 
the  neutral  nation  has  tbe  same  exclusive  joris- 
diclion  on  board  its  vessels  on  the  high  seas,  as  it 
has  within  its  territories.  That  jurisdiction,  in 
both  places,  should  be  equally  sacred  homiarw- 
sion  by  the  b  lligerent  and  should  equally  protect 
the  eoods  within  it  If  such  was  not  the  case,  it 
would  be  nonsense  to  talk  about  a  mare  tUtenm, 
The  idea  of  a  free  tea  would  be  a  mere  babble. 
The  vast  expanse  of  waters  forming  the  immense 
ocean,  different  parts  of  which  are  designated  by 
different  names,  and  all,  taken  together  so  [oa^ 
and  so  broad  as  lo  encompass  two-thirds  of  this 
globe  would  become  a  mere  mare  clautujn — a  sea 
shut  up  within  the  jurisdiction  of  that  nation, 
which  ever  it  might  be,  who  has  Ihe  stron^fest 
naval  force.  Of  all  the  groundless  doctrines 
which  ever  were  attempted  to  be  defended^  from 
the  days  of  Adam  to  tbe  present  time,  this  is  one 
of  those,  which,  I  do  believe,  can  be  supported 
with  Ihe  least  reason. 

Bui, groundless  and  indefensible  as  tbis  doctrine 
is,  it  has  been  reco^ised  by  the  unfortunate  treaty 
between  the  Uniied  fttaies  and  Oreat  Britain, 
commonly  called  Jay's  Treaty,  and,  therefore, 
while  that  treaty  exists,  the  Uniied  Slates  are 
engaged  lo  admit  the  practice  founded  on  that 
principle.  But  this  does  not  bind  the  Uniied  States 
to  yield  to  the  new  principle  assumed  by  Great 
Britain,  on  which  her  eruixers  capture,  and  het 
courts  condemn,  American  vessels  and  cargoes, 
when  those  cargoes  consist  of  the  product  or  her 
enemy's  country,  although  they  faave  become 
American  properly,  and  are  re-shipped  for  a  mar- 
ket, either  in  the  mother  country  or  in  a  colony  of 
that  enemy. 

I  have  noticed  the  principle  which  denies  protec- 
tion to  the  property  of  an  enemy  on  board  tne  ves- 
sel of  a  neutral, as  a  principle,  which,  I  do  believe, 
the  United  States  ought  to  reprobate  and  resist,  if 
they  bad  noi  bound  themselves,  by  treaty,  lo  admit 
it.  Much  more  ought  they  to  reprobate  and  resist 
B  principle  on  which  a  right  is  claimed  by  Oreat 
Britain,  as  a  belligerent,  to  seize  and  condemn 
bona  fide  American  property,  because  that  prop- 


relates  t< 


the  cargo,  ' 


and  reshipped  for  another  part  of  the  doaiinion* 
of  that  enemy. 

But  the  aggressions  complained  of,  are  commit- 
ted, it  seems,  on  Ibe  ground  of  necessity.  It  li 
said,  that  Oreat  Britain  pleads  that  necesslly  i* 
her  justification — that,  fighting  for  her  ezisteoce, 
she  is  under  ihe  necessity  of  doing  what  she  does— 
of  violating  (we  say )  our  neutral  rights.  This  riea 
appears  to  have  been,  in  a  manner,  admiiied,  if 
not  as  a  full  and  complete  iusEificalioD,  at  least 
asaderreeof  palliaiioD,  and  therefore,  Ibal  the 
priooipu  wbicn  ha*  beea  aasamed  by  CticfttBrit- 
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aio,  ihoald  not  be  so  stroD^lj  retiiled  by  this  coud- 
ttj.    Here  (be  admission  of  ihe  plea  i«  more  dan- 

¥TODs  tbao  ihe  Hdmission  of  ihe  principle  itself, 
he  groaad  of  neueisiiy  i>  a  grouod  so  broad 
and  eileDsive.  that,  upon  anjr  occasion  wbaterer, 
some  roothold  may  be  found  on  it.  It  is  a  plea 
which  eludes  all  inreatiKation.  It  is  submitted 
to  no  tribunal  to  decide  whether  it  shall  be  over- 
rnled,  or  not.  It  is  of  that  siogular  nature  which 
eanaot  be  judged  of  bat  by  him  who  makes  it. 
He  only  is  competent  to  inow  what  his  situa- 
tion renders  necessary  for  him  to  do.  Ad  admis- 
Bion  of  the  plea, then,  isau  admission  that  he  has 
a  right  to  do  whatever  be  chooses  to  do,  since  his 
choice  is  quoded  on  what  he  deems  to  be  neees- 
aary  for  him  lo  do.  It  is  the  plea  of  evtty  tyrant 
upon  earth.  The  despot  who  wantonly  impales 
thouMinds  of  his  miserable  subjects,  says — it  must 
be  so;  otherwise,  the  throne  would  totter  under 
me.  I  shall  fall  a  victim  to  the  fury  of  an  aggra- 
Tated  populace,  unless  they  are  constantly  awed 
by  extreme  seTerity.  A  system  of  tyranny  is  es- 
tablished then,  10  support  that  sysiem  ;  and  to  pre- 
serve the  tyrant,  ihousands  must  h«  sacrificed, 
because  the  existing  state  of  things  makes  such 
sacrifices  necessary.  If  Caligula's  wish  had  been 
practicable,  and  every  Romao  neck  bad  been  ham- 
mered into  one,  that  neck  would  have  been  too 
strong  to  he  hent  under  liim,  and,  of  course,  it 
would  have  been  necessary  to  strike  it  off.  Once 
■drait  the  plea  as  a  ground  of  jusiifican'oD,  and 
no  outrage  whatever  will  want  support.  The  plea 
will  never  be  wanting.  It  will  always  he  neoes- 
aary  to  do  something  or  other — right  or  wrong-|- 
and  the  necessity  or  the  case  warrants  it.  This 
doctrine  leads  to  evils,  the  extent  of  which,  befBes 
all  human  calculation. 

The  plea  of  necessity  is  made  to  justify  the 
impressment,  ad  lilnlum,  of  any  seamen  who 
speak  the  English  language.  It  is  alleged  as  ne- 
cessary to  keep  up  the  complement  of  seamen  for 
Iheir  navy,  and  they  cannot  distinguish  between 
British  and  American  sailors.  Having  extended 
their  naval  armament  so  far  as  to  become  the 
•coorge  of  Ihe  maritime  world,  they  must  keep 
it  up,  and  to  keep  it  Dp  they  make  such  indis- 
criminate impr«>8sbien_ia,  otherwise  some  of  tbeir 
ships  most  be  hauled  into  dock  for  want  of  men. 
This  ia  a  necessity  which  with  them  justifies 
every  pcftsible  means  made  use  of  to  procure 
meo,  and  on  this  plea  they  seize  American  sea- 
meo.  But  is  it  pussiUe  that  this  doctrine  can 
find  an  advocate,  except  among  themaelves?  Or 
ia  it  possible  that  the  enormity  of  the  outrage  can 
be  palliated  in  the  smallest  degree  on  the  groaitd 
of  such  a  plea?  It  cannot  afford  the  sligbte*! 
■hade  of  justifibatitH).  lo  the  proseouiion  oT  this 
outtag*,  they  arrogate  to  themselves  a  right  to 
dispense  witn  the  known  established  rules  of  de- 
cision, to  ascertain  the  truth  of  facts.  The  im- 
pressing officer  seizes  any  seaman  who  speaks  the 
Engliah  language,  and  of  himself,  merely  apon 
that  ground,  determines  that  be  is  a  British  sub- 
ject. If  he  could  acquire  a  right  to  make  the 
impresament  in  any  case,  he  should  produce  proof 
■at  tb«  fact.    Tha  sirousutaDce  of  the  seanun 


being  found  on  aboard  an  American  vessel,  is  fni- 
ma  Jiteie  evidence  that  be  is  an  American  citi- 
zen. The  facility  afforded,  hy  similarity  of  lait- 
guage  and  manners,  to  the  British  sailor  of  enter- 
ing on  board  American  TesBeU,  and  the  difficulty 
of  producing  on  the  spot  evidence  of  his  subjec- 
tion to  Oreat  Britain,  cannot  be  rightfully  pleaded 
in  justification  of  the  Tiolenee.  These  are  cir- 
cumstances existing  independently  of  the  control 
of  either  of  the  nations;  and  if  some  British  sea- 
men do  avail  themselves  of  them,  the  ioconreai- 
ence  to  that  nation,  whatever  it  may  he,  resnlla 
from  those  circumstances.  To  remove  that  in- 
convenience,  there  otmnot  exist  anr  rightful  ao- 
thority  to  trample  on  the  rights  of  American  cit- 
izens,  by  a  wanton',  indiscriminate  impressmcDt 
of  every  seaman  speaking  the  English  language, 
whom  the  impressing  officer  shall  choose  to  seize. 
Even  on  their  own  principle  of  non-expatriation, 
without  positive  and  unquestionable  proof  that  the 
seaman  impressed  is  a  British  subject,  there  can 
be  no  .shadow  of  just  pretext  for  the  violence, 
even  if  committed  within  their  own  jurisdiction- 
al limits,  but  when  committed  on  the  high  seas 
the  outrage  is  aggravated  by  a  violation  of  the 
rights  of  the  American  flag,  an  invasion  of  the 
jurisdiction  of  the  United  Slates. 

Mr.  T.  Nbwton,  jr.— It  is  seldom,  Mr.  Speaker, 
that  I  trespass  on  the  time  of  the  House.  I  am 
content,  in  most  instances,  in  giving  that  vole, 
which  appears  to  my  understandinc  to  be  rijgbt 
and  proper.  Residing  in  a  part  of  the  United 
States  which  is  rapidly  progressing  to  the  first 
commercial  station,  and  represeiitin|[,  as  I  have 
the  honor  to  do,  citizens,  respectable  m  their  dif- 
ferent vocations  of  farmere^  merchants,  and  me- 
chanics, I  consider  it  a  duty  incDmbent  on  me  to 
accompany  my  vote  with  the  reasons  for  it.  It 
becomes  my  duty,  peculisrly,  so  to  act,  as  1  have 
heard  opinions,  to  which  I  cannot  render  my  as- 
sent, and  which  have  touched  my  sensibility. 
On  a  great  and  interesting  crisis  in  our  national 
afiairs,  it  becomes  the  representative  of  a  free 
people  to  speak  what  he  thinks;  firmnessandia- 
dependence  should  characterize  all  his  actions. 
The  magnitnde,  pir,  of  the  subject  demands  m 
dispassionate  consideration.  I  will  endeavor  to 
give  it  a  deliberate  attention.  I  differ  oa  this  sub- 
ject from  gentlemen  with  whom  1  have  the  salia- 
faction  to  agree  on  moat  political  points  and  with 
whom  I  am  in  habits  of  intimacy  and  friendship. 
This  honest  diversity  of  opinion  shall  never  les- 
sen my  respect  for  their  virtues.  It  is  my  deairc 
to  discharge  with  fidelity  my  duty  to  my  country, 
and  with  approbation  to  my  conscience.  I  shall 
never  pause,  or  remain  inactive,  when  her  pros- 
perity IS  to  be  promoted,  or  aggressions  on  her 
rights  are  lo  be  repelled. 

I  will  now.  sir,  offer  my  reasons  for  being  in 
favor  of  the  bill  on  the  table.  1  confess  it  does 
not  altogether  come  up  to  my  wishes.  But  as 
unanimity  is  more  likely  to  be  the  resnti  of  the 
adoption  of  this  measure  than  any  other  at  this 
time,  I  am  willing  to  pare  awaj  something  from 
my  opinion  to  obtain  it.  I  look  forward  to  strong 
I  er  lened  meaaoias,  should  the  presoDi  prove  iatt- 
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ftcieoi.  What  cooourreBce  of  cireumsiAoces  and 
«TeDis  bare  eoDsiraioed  as  to  take  (his  raeasural 
Lut  facu  apeak  our  juMlficatioD.  Let  ua  recur 
to  the  hiitory  of  America,  and  ioquirt:  whether 
we  hare  receired  from  Great  Britaia  that  JHsiice 
And  decorous  demeaaor  to  which  as  ao  independ- 
ent Miian  we  are  ealitled.  1  will  omit  insisiing 
en  the  refusal  to  deliver  to  us  the  Wesiera  poals, 
Id,  coafuroiity  to  the  stipulaiioiu  of  the  treaty  of 
1763.  The  eipetuiive  lodiaa  wan  which  grew 
Mit  of  that  act  of  violated  faith  I  will  likewiw 
omit,  iaiistiog  on  ber  repeated  refusala  to  enter 
into  commercial  arraogeraenip  with  us.  I  will 
also  pons  over  the  Treaty  of  1794— that  hydra  of 
all  our  Galamitiei — without  a  cooimeDt.  It  is  to 
.  the  events,  siuce  the  year  1793,  at  which  lime 
bostiliiies  coiaroeaced  betwoeo  Great  Britain  aad 
Fvaaoe,  that  I  shall  direct  my  attention.  1  aik 
gentleman  to  recollect  the  ordera  issued  at  difier- 
nnt  periods  of  lime  from  ber  cabinet,  and  the 
fllandeitine  mumer  of  their  execution.  While 
the  shipi  of  our  citizeas  were  oavigating  the 
ocean,  pursuing  under  the  protection  of  the  laws 
of  nations  aed  the  neutral  flag,  a  just  and  rightful 
OtMnmerce,  they  were  captured  aod  condemaed. 
The  GrKi  notice  our  mercbaiits  atid  navigators 
had  of  the  ezisleace  of  such  orders,  were  from 
tkt  cruisers  that  captured  their  vessels.  Have 
notour  citizens  been  subjected  to  the  most  degra' 
ding  and  bumiliatiag  insults  and  iniurieil  Have 
not  our  coasts  been  coosiaoily  lined  with  cruisers 
of  every  description  1  Have  we  not  had  spies 
in  our  seaports  to  give  iofarmatioa  of  the  desti- 
ftaiioB  of  vessel^  and  the  value  of  their  careoes  % 
Has  not  our  jurisdiction  been  invaded,  and  acts 
therein  performed,  in  violation  of  the  sovereignty 
of  the  nation  1  I  refer  to  the  ease  of  seamea  im- 
Itreswd  in  the  harbor  of  New  York,  and  the  in- 
sult not  long  siBCB  offured  to  the  Slate  of  Rhode 
Island  by  the  commander  of  a  ship  of  war. 
Hare  not  the  laws  of  national  iolercourse  been 
wantonly,  aad  without  provocation,  trampled 
nader  foot,  and  unrestrained  plander  made  the 
order  of  tne  day?  Has  not  our  flag,  which 
.gives  to  as  juriadiclioo  orer  whatever  poriioa 
of  the  ocean  it  covers,  and  ought  likewise  to 
give  security  to  our  eitiaeas  and  their  property, 
rsoeived  every  indignity  and  outrage  f  Has  not 
the  right  of  seareb  akd  esaaiinaiioa  in  the  most 
shameless  manoer  been  abused,  and  our  mer- 
obants  skbjeeied  to  immeitse  losees,  and  ibeir 
vessels  10  reiaiious  detentions?  Are  not  ovr 
bnve  mod  generoixs  seamen  impressed  and  forced 
inio  her  service  7  And  hare  not  the  late  decisious 
of  tbe  Admiralty  Courts  narrowed  and  pared 
away  our  commeree  to  a  skeleton?  Such,  Mr. 
Shaker,  is  the  treatment  we  hare  received,  and 
are  daily  receiring,  from  Greal  Britain  ;  we  hare 
borae  such  for  years.  Under  these  oppressions, 
what  bas  been  the  conduct  of  America  7  a  con- 
■duotof  cbe  most  pacific  oomposition.  We  hare 
pcimittad  her  vessels  m  enter  our  ports  on  the 
smne  fooling  with  those  of  the  most  bvored  na- 
tions— naiiOBS  that  had  entered  into  commercial 
KipulatioBs  with  us  e«  «  liberal  scale. 
We  have  preserved  good  faith  ia  all  our  uans- 


actions.  Ample  justice  bas  been  rendered.  Tbe 
property  of  her  subjects  has  been  under  the  safe- 
guard of  the  law,  and  resiitutioa  has  been  made 
when  illegally  seized.  I  speak  of  veasds  aiid 
their  cargoes,  which  were  made  prizes  within  oiir 
jurisdiotioD  by  the  French  cruisers,  and  prizes  to 
such  as  had  been  equipped  in  our  dmis.  The 
eoatrast  is  striking;  the  problem  to  be  solved  is 
tbisi  whether  we  ate  to  sabmit  to  depredation^ 
or  to  assert  our  rights.  The  time,  in  my  o^aioa, 
has  arrived,  which  imperiously  demands  their 
vindication.  Tiie  nation  ezpeeu  it,  end  we  should 
not  disappoint  the  patriotic  wish.  Let  us,  thei^ 
resort,  as  it  is  the  opioion  of  gentlemen,  to  ciKOr 
mercial  prohibitions,  and  let  us  persevere  in  the 
oourse  we  hare  taken,  till  ample  satisfaction  is 
rendered  for  past  injuries. 

This  measure  is  said,  among  its  other  defbnoi- 
ties,  to  have  a  squiating  towards  war.  1  caBoot 
consider  it  as  having  (hat  tendency.  I  am;  averse 
to  war;  my  conslituenis  concur  m  opini^a  with 
me,  that  nogreatereviican  beb  11  or  scourge  man- 
kind. It  is  the  prolific  parent  of  every  vice,  of 
debts  and  taxes  ;  it  poisons  in  the  germ  the  rii- 
tues  that  are  ritally  essential  to  the  saixity  of  the 
Republic.  Shall  the  assumption  oi  a  warlike 
altitude  be  ascribed  to  us,  because  we  assert  the 
rights  of  neutral  navigation,  and  adopt  a  meas- 
ure oaleulared  to  sustain  tbemi  The  ocean  isa 
eommoD  highway  to  all  natsoos;  our  citizeas  are 
entitled  to  use  it  as  sueh,  ia  the  same  manner  aa 
thay  use  the  common  highways  or  roads  tbrourii 
our  country.  Robbery  and  piracy  are  equaUy 
base  and  CfiminaL.  The  ocean  is  property  ia 
community;  the  ^tberwm nutre  has  been  aaknowl- 
edged  and  adrocated  by  the  best  informed  civil- 
ians,  and  alt  the  writers  on  the  law  of  natioMS. 
Every  eSbrt  that  shall  he  made  or  exerted  to 
abridge  our  rights  should  be  repeUed. 

It  is  immaterial  to  me  who  is  tha  agvresaer; 
whether  Britain  er  France,  Spain  «t  Algteis. 
Pusillanimity  invites  agpessioa.  A  nation  that 
is  prepared  for  defence  or  ofieace  is  sddam  mo- 
lested. Let  the  secret  proceedings  of  Cotwress 
be  published,  whenever  the  wisdom  of  this  Hoose 
shall  deem  the  act  pradeai ;  I  for  one  shall  new 
blush  at  the  roles  I  then  gave.  Were  1  permitted 
to  teirace  my  steps,  I  should  out  change  tbe  oourse 
I  then  took.  The  pence,  prosperity,  and  aecuritj 
of  the  country,  are  obgeets  of  primary  imporUnee, 
superior  with  »e  to  every  other  con sideratioB. 
From  tbe  course  which  the  debate  bas  taken,  and 
from  opinions  adraikeed,  it  appears  that  ooflt- 
merce  isuot  deserring  of  h<Jding  a  high  rank  ia 
tbe  public  est inuttian.  The  merchaBt—Zbc  Amer- 
ican merchant — is  a  citixen,  and  allegiance  aad 
prateci)«o  are  reciprocal.  Let  us  recur  to  the 
historv  of  America  ior  a  solution  of  the  qoestio^ 
Whether  public  attention  has  ever  been  directed 
to  the  securiiy  and  prosperity  of  oomioeree  1  Be- 
stiiciions  and  prohibitions  on  trade  were  griev- 
ances loudly  declaimed  against,  aateriar  to  the 
American  war.  They  were  classed  among  ike 
:ipal  causes  that  led  to  iL  If  we  turn  to  the 
aratioa  of  Iitdependence,  we  shall  fiitd  eau- 
metaied  ampng   the  ausdeeds  «f  that  natioB.: 
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"The  cuilips  off  oar  trade  with  all  pans  of  tbc 
irorid."  "  For  plundering  our  seas  and  Taraging 
our  coasts."  Our  freedom  to  trade  wherever  we 
please  ia  a«sert^  io  that  instrument,  whicb  an- 
nounced  to  the  world  our  independence.  Since 
tbat  ever  memorable  and  glorious  achieremenL 
oar  public  acli  and  iostitutions  baTc.  been  framed 
frith  a  view  to  tbe  extension  and  protection  of 
commerce.  If  we  luto  to  our  Constitution  we 
shall  God  powers  given  to  the  National  Qov 
meat  for  these  purposes.  If  we  will  carry 
minds  bacic  to  the  period  preceding  the  formation 
of  Ifaal  ConDlilulioD,  and  its  raliflcaEion  by  ihi 
States,  we  shall  be  convinced  that  [be  languii 
and  derangedstate  of  our  commerce,  was  not  tbi 
least  powerful  of  those  reasons  and  inducement! 
which  produced  a  revolglioQ  in  our  Naliooal 
Qovernment.  If  we  have  a  reference  to  o 
code,  of  laws,  the  attention  and  solicitude  of  Cc 
gresa  are  manifest  liberally  and  beneficially 
carry  iqio  efiect  tbe  powers  that  have  any  rela- 
tion la  this  subject.  I'be  protectji^n  given  to  it 
in  the  Mediterranean  sea  is  anoihec.  evidence  of 
tbeteotiraent  of  the  nation.  These  facts  speak. 
a  language  of  eaay  comprehension.  It  is  free 
from  ambiguity. 

Again,  sir :  If  we  cast  our  eyes  over  this  jo- 
teresiin^  portion  of  the  globe,  and  survey  its  hap- 
py position  and  natural  advantages;  if  we  con- 
template the  fertility  of -the  soil,  the  diversity  of 
dimaies,  and  the  infinite  variety  of  productions ; 
if  we  take  into  view  the  large  bay^  which  abound 
everywhere,  and  the  navigable  rivers  that  pene- 
trate thousands  of  miles  iulo  (he  interior,  we  shall 
iotuitively  feel  and  confess  tbe  powerful  excite- 
ments and  insiigatiuits  to  commerce.  The  benefi- 
cence of  nature  ia  wonderfully  displayed,  in  ren- 
dering the  union  of  agriculture  and  commerce 
indissoluble.  It  is  time,  sir,  i  must  repeat  it,  to 
protect  our  commerce.  I  trust  we  shall  manfully 
attest  the  hand  of  violence.  In  1776,  tbe  Amer- 
cap  spirit  sustained  and  defended  our  rights  and 
liberties.  Shall  we  in  1306,  in  the  bloom  of  man- 
hood, surrender  our  conimerce  without  an  effort 
to  protect  iti  I  trust  we  shall  not.  I  also  trust 
that  we  shall  tell  Great  Britain  io  plain  lansoage, 
that  we  will  not  purchase  certf^in  fabrics  o?  her ; 
^at.  we  will  not  be  clad  io  her  broadploths,  nor 
wear  her  hats.  We  demand,  of  her  fajr  pla^ ; 
pl^in  honesty ;  and  that  nothing  short  of  it  will 
satisfy  us. 

Let  it  not  be  uaderstood,  Mr.  Speaker,  that  I 
am  the  advocate  of  commerce  to  the  injury  of 
ajiriculture.  I  profess  inyseff  to  be  the  warm  and 
sincere  rf,ien4  of  tbe  former.  Agriculture  never 
had,  ^d  never  will  have  on  this  floor,  a  more  ar- 
deiftaiid  decided  advocate.  The  farmer's  life  bas 
always  been,  a  theme  of  admiratiot)  with  me. 
There  is  an  iaeipressible  something  in  it  that 
seizes  upon  and  ravishes  my  affections.    In  sup- 

nrting  the  freedom  and  protection  of  commerce, 
nanifest  my  zeal  for  the  eacouiagement  of  ag- 
riculture; representing  citizens  of  different  voca- 
tions, it  is  my  duly,  and  I  will  add  my  determi- 
naiioq,  to  sustain  taeir  rights  and  interest  free 
from  the  imputation  of  bvoutisia.  My  princi- 
SlbCoM.— 28 


pies  forbid  me  to  sacrifice  one  portion  of  the  com- 
munity 10  the  other,  la  the  coniemplation  of 
common  sense  and  common  justice,  io  the  lan- 
guage and  spirit  of  our  Siaie  and  National  Con- 
iiiilutioos,  equal  rights  and  privileees  appertain 
to  everv  citizen.  The  point  must  ne  conceded. 
Tbe  alliance  between  agriculture  and  commerce 
is  too  intimate  aod  close  to  be  denied — the  mu- 
tual dependence  loo  visible  to  escape  notice.  If 
thev  should  ever  be  torn  asunder,  tbe  avulsion 
will  produce  a  fatal  lethargy.  Wbai  encourage- 
ment would  the  culrivaior  of  the  soil  have  to 
produce^more  from  his  farm  than  would  be  ne- 
cessary for  the  sulisisteoce  of  his  family,  were  it 
not  for  the  ceriainiy  that  the  surplus  producls 
could  be  disposed  of  Io  advantage?  Does  no^ 
commerce  stimulate  industry?  Has  it  not  car-' 
ried  through  our  country  a  spirit  of  emulaliou, 
never  before  fell  1  Are  not  our  farms  in  higher, 
culiiraiioojand  our  farmers  richer  than  at  any' 
former  period  7  All  these  felicitous  effects  are 
derived  from  commerce,  subject  as  it  has  been  to' 
plunder  and  piracy.  Were  it  protected,  its  ad- 
vantages would  be  more  diffusive.  That  moment 
we  put  commerce  wiihout  the  pale  of  our  pro- 
tection, that  moment,  I  repeat  it,  a  fatal  lethargy 
is  produced;  that  moment  tbe  hand  falls  para- 
lyzed from  the  plough.  Give  it  a  liberal  ezpaa- 
~'^o,  and  the  eanh  teems  wiih  luiurianl  harvests. 
Great  objections,  Mr.  Speaker,  have  been  raised 
;ainsi  the  carrying  trade.  I  do  not  entertain 
e  EBme  opinion  with  o(ber  gentlemen  on  this 
point.  From  the  view  I  have  taken  of  this  trade, 
my  mind  discriminates  it  from  that  of  Venice, 
Genoa,  and  Holland.  These  were  small  places, 
diminutive  when  compared  with  America.  They 
had  little  ground  to  cultivate ;  their  supplies  were 
Irawn  from  other  countries.  They  dourished  in 
commerce,  because  their  Governments  were  some 
ihades  more  free  than  those  of  surrounding  na- 
ions  ;  property  was  protected  by  the  laws.  Hence, 
moneyed  men  of  countries  wbet 
in  disrepute,  resorted  to  empti 
The  merchants  of  those  places  I 
rs  of  other  nations,  and  enjoyi 
pily  denominated  tbe  freieht 
advantages  from  their  capital,  b 
for  ihei^  wealth  and  iKiwer. 

There  is  no  simi: 
basis  of  our  carry 
productions  of  the 
]ur  trade  is  e 
red  for  our  pi 
couraged  aad  len 
ried  everywhere,  a 
clesare  bulky,  aod 
much  shipping.    ( 
coDsiderable.    Thi 
id  supplies  of  every  description  is  on  us. 
We  do  not  get  monev  in  (hose  markets  for  oar 
produce,  as  a  memorial  from  Connecticut  some 
time  ago,  soliciting  the  time  for  paying  duties  on 
spirit,  &c.,  dec.,  to  be  enlarged,  jostly  and  cor-    ^ 
rectly  slates;  but  the  produce  of  the  islands  in  es- 
change.    Tbe  colonial  productions  thus  acquired, 
are  beyond  (he  supply  of  our  wonts ;  our  Oovera- 


867 


mSTORT  OP  CONGRESS. 


fAm-Importation  t^  Goods  Jrom  Gnat  Britain. 


March,  1806. 


ment  aware  of  thU  fact,  long  ptiot  to  the  esisiing 
order  of  tbines,  from  ibe  oattire  of  our  com- 
merce, enacted  laws,  authorizing  the  re-eiporia- 
tioo  of  the  surplus  colonial  products.  Didnotthe 
merchsDi^  eaiojr  this  prinlege,  a  limiifttioa  in 
the  exports  oi  our  produce  would  inevitably  en- 
sue.  Tbe  farmer  would  of  course  be  limited  in 
his  Bales  as  to  quantity,  and  sensibly  eiperience 
K  dirainuiioD  in  the  price  of  his  flour,  and  of  other 
articles  the  produce  of  his  farm.  Trie  merchant 
must  have  a  profit  to  support  bis  trade  and  credit. 
Tbe  laws  of  our  Goverament  on  the  allowance  of 
drawbacks,  were,  as  they  appear  to  me,  evidently 
framed  more  with  ariew  to  encourage  ae'riculinre 
than  to  accommodate  the  merchant.  The  same 
reasonio([  applies  with  equal  propriety  and  force  to 
the  commercial  relaliooB  we  bare  with  the  na- 
tions of  Europe.  As  tbe  re-exportation  of  colonial 
produce  and  European  fabricE,  has,  and  still  pro- 
duces on  tbe  pari  of  Great  Britain,  embarrass- 
■aenti  to  out  commerce  ;  it  becomesmy  duty  to 
inspect  her  preleoBions  on  this  head,  with  deliner- 
ation  and  dispassionate  research.  I  rejoice  that  I 
am  enabled  to  take  high  ground.  1  asiiert  it  then 
as  a  doctrine  that  bas  been  established  and  pub- 
lished to  the  world  by  Great  Britain  herself,  that 
the  European  manufactures  and  colonial  produc- 
tions of  belligerent  nations,  when  brought  into  a 
neutral  country,  become  neutralized,  and  form  a 
part  of  the  stock  and  wealth  of  the  importing  oa- 
tioD,  and  that  a  neutral  nation  thus  posssessed  of 
such  property,  has  an  undeniable  and  legal  right 
to  export  it  to  any  other  nation,  belligerent  or 
neutral,  free  from  the  clogs  of  any  limitation  or 
condition.  In  the  examination  of  this  suMect,  I 
ahill  referlo  the  decisions  of  the  tribunals  ofOreat 
Briiaio.  I  will  not  tire  tbe  patience  of  the  House 
in  quotations  from  writers  on  tbe  law  of  nations. 
t  "Great  Britain  concedes  every  point  neces»ry  to 
sustain  my  position.  Tbe  Admiralty  Courts  have 
decided,  that  merchandise  imported  in  our  ves- 
sels and  which  bas  been  landed,  and  tbe  duties 
paid  or  secured  to  be  paid,  is  to  be  taken  as  so 
much  of  the  floatiag  wealth  of  the  importing  na- 
tion. If  gentlemen  have  the  curiosity  to  turn  to 
books  for  information,  I  take  the  liberty  to  refer 
them  to  the  case  of  the  Polly,  Laskey.  master,  3  vol. 
Robinson's  Reports,  page  268.  A  bonajidt  im- 
portaiioD  is  held  by  the  judge  to  be  satisfied,  by 
the  landioK  the  goods  and  paying  the  duties. 
This  is  tbe  import  of  that  decision.  The  doctrine 
is  again  laid  down  in  still  more  explicit  terms 
by  the  Brili&b  Government  itself,  in  a  corres- 
pondence between  Lord  Hawkesbury  and  Mr. 
King,  aUted  in  a  letter  from  Mr.  Monroe  to  the 
British  Government,  September  23, 1805.  The 
part  of  that  letter  to  which  I  refer,  is  as  foUi 
"  The  case  was  predsalj  limilu  to  those  i 
have  been  Utelj  before  the  court.  Mr.  King 
plained  in  a  letter  of  March  16,  1801,  that  the  caigoof 
an  American  vessel,  going  from  the  United  States  to  - 


Ibe  giDHlh  of  SpaiDi  which  decision,  he  contended,  was 
conlrarj  to  tbe  law  of  nations,BQd  requesting  suitable 
initructiani  might  be  despalcbad  to  the  proper  offlcera 


in  the  W«t  Indies,  to  pment  like  abntea  in  future. 
Lord  Hawkesbnrf ,  in  reply,  of  April  11,  commnniealed 
the  report  of  the  King  i  Advocate  General,  in  whick 
it  is  eiprasely  stated,  that  the  prDdoM  of  an  enemy 
may  be  impoited  by  a  Bentral,  into  his  own  eountrj, 
and  re-exported  thence  to  the  tDother  coantfj  ;  and  in 
like  manner,  in  that  drcnilon*  mode,  that  the  produce 
and  manafiuitnre*  of  the  mother  countrr  might  fiad 
their  way  to  its  colonies ;  ihatthelaiMUngaf  Ibe  goo^ 
and  paying  the  duties  in  the  neatnl  oonntiy,  braka 
tbe  continuity  of  the  vojage,  and  legalised  Iha  tndc^ 
■Ithough  the  goods  were  re-shipped  in  the  earns  vas- 
sel,  on  account  of  the  same  neutral  proprietors,  and 
forwarded  for  sale  to  the  mother  coantoj  of  the  aAaaj. 
It  merits  ittealion^ii  this  report,  (so  clearly  and  poa- 
itively  is  the  doctrine  laid  down,  that  the  landing  the 
goods,  and  paying  the  duties  in  the  nentral  connliy. 
broke  the  condnuily  of  the  voyage)  that  it  ia  atated 
as  a  doubtful  point,  whether  the  mere  touching  in  the 
neutral  coun^  to  obtain  fresh  clearances  will  be  cotH 
adered  in  the  light  of  a  direct  trade,  that  no  poajtiva 
inhibition  is  insisted  on  any  but  the  direct  trade  be- 
tween the  mother  coontiy  and  colonies.  This  doetrinev 
in  the  light  therein  stated,  is  also  to  be  found  in  tlia 
Treatv  of  the  17th  of  June,  1801,  bstwaeu  Great  Brit- 
ain and  Bnaaia." 

I  trust,  Mr.  Speaker,  I  have  succeeded  in  pror- 
in^  the  legality  of  tbe  trade  con  tended  for.  Greftt 
Britain  has  unequivocally  pronounced  onr  right 
to  enjoy  it.  To  surrender  It  is  forbidden  by  the 
honor  and  interest  of  the  United  Slates. 

It  is  said,  Mr.  Speaker,  that  this  carrying  trade 
is  a  fungus  of  war — that  it  is  not  worth  contendiaff 
for— that  it  consists  in  the  carriage  of  enemies' 
properly.  In  taking  a  further  view  of  this  sub- 
ject, it  becomes  necessary  and  important  to  aacer- 
tain  a  previous  question;  whether  onr  capitmL 
composed  of  the  productions  of  agriculture  anil 
specie,  is  sufficient  to  neutralize  this  trade.  Of 
the  exchange  of  ourproduclions  for  those  of  tbe 
colonies  and  of  ihe  carrying  trade,  in  its  true  sease, 
I  have  spoken.  Ift  can  now  show  that  tbe  car- 
rent  floating  wealth  of  tbe  nation,  consisting  of 
specie  and  bank  paper,  is  to  a  considerable  amonn^ 
and  is  equal  to  ine  support  of  our  trade,  satisfiic- 
tory  evidence  will  be  obtained  that  our  flag  does 
not,  to  tbe  extent  spoken  of,  cover  enemies'  pro- 
perty. That  our  flag  is  dishonored  in  some  in- 
stances, is  true.  It  is  the  fate  of  all  countries  to 
experiencedeviationsof  this  kind,  and  none  more 
so  than  Great  Britain.  But  ibal  all  our  merchant! 
are  employed  in  this  covering  trade — its  proper 
name — is  without  proof.  I  trust  that  there  are 
few  indeed,  who  can  be  found  capable  of  passing 
through  all  the  preparatory  steps  that  would  qaal- 
ify  them  for  it.  The  more  I  reflect  on  this  sub- 
ject, the  more  I  am  persuaded,  that  our  commerce 
rests  on  the  bai^is  of  American  capital.  The  cap- 
ital of  our  merchants  has  been  accumulating  since 
tbe  peace  of  1783.  The  times  have  been  pro- 
pitious. Subject  as  our  trade  has  been  to  interrup- 
tion and  piracy,  our  merchants  have  iocrrased 
I  heir  capita  Is.  Eversince  the  year  1789,  our  agri- 
cultural productions  and  other  articles  of  eiporta- 
liou  have  commanded  higher  prices  than  st  any 
preceding  period.  Tbe  emigration  of  men  of 
wealth  irom  Europe  and  elsewhere,  wbo  faavc 
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fled  from  th«  horrors  of  war  tt 
lum,  haa  added  to  it.    The  ca, 
E  to  mors  Ibaa  forty  n 


itiis  peaceful  asj' 
dial  of  our  banks, 

^(JDE  to  mors  Ibaa  forty  millions  of  dollars; 

the  aoDual  iocome  arjsiag  from  freigbia,  which 
BireDtleman  from  Peousylrania,  (Mr.  J.  Clit.) 
)H'oVed  to  b«  eight  millions  of  dutlars:  if  ne 
add  the  ralue  oT  near  seven  hondred  ilioasand 
toas  of  shipping  employed  in  foreign  trade,  esil- 
matioe  each  ton  at  ibi'nr  dollars— and  aUo  the 
capiiaT  ueeessary  to  keep  this  qusntum  of  lonoase 
employed,  we  shall  be  caDTineed  that  our  cap- 
ital is  sufficient  to  support  ouc  commerce,  with- 
out foreign  aid ;  that  our  mercbaots  are  not  Ibe 
mere  go-betweens  of  ihe  beJIigereul  nations — the 
puppets  put  into  roolioo  by  the  juggling  capital- 
ists of  Europe.  It  woald  puzzle  any  roan  lo  say 
what  ia  the  commercial  capital  of  either  Hollaud 
or  France,  or  Spain ;  the  two  former  hare  in  their 
commerce  suffered  immensely  by  wars,  but  more 
from  the  shocks  of  frequent  revolutions.  Prance 
and  Hoitaud  hare  long  ago  been  announced  to 
Ihe  world  by  Great  Britain,  as  banktapin  in  com- 
inerce.  S|Min,  it  is  known,  never  ranked  high  as 
t  commercial  nation.  It  therefore  cannot  he  fairly 
ttid  that  we  are  trading  on  their  capitals. 

Qeotlemenhaveslided  into  aauiher  mistake, by 
limiting  Iheir  views  of  this  subject.  Tbey  stale, 
thai  what  ther  cat!  the  carryiog  trade  yields  to  the 
Government,  in  duties,  but  eieht  hundred  thou- 
nad  dollars.  This  is  true.  This  is  the  amount 
of  duties  not  paid  by  consumers,  and  arises  from 
the  three  and  a  half  per  centum  paid  on  goods  re- 
exported— but  gentlemen  do  not  take  into  their  cal- 
culations the  immense  value  of  the  merchandise 


millions  of  dollars — and  the  profits  accruing 
the  mercbaata  on  the  same  in  foreign  markets. 
This  part  of  the  subjeci  has  not  received  that 
leatioa  and  fair  diacussion  it  merits.    Facts  t 
powerful,  and,  when  calmly  and  dispaaaionaleljr 
weighed,  will  establish  the  importance  of  this 
trade.     To  it  we  are  indebted  for  the  ability,  to  a 

Sreat  degree,  of  paying  to  Oreat  Britaio  more 
i«D  eleven  millions  of  dollars — being  the  am 
of  the  balance  of  trade  in  her  favor,  against  the 
Uniled  Suies. 

Circumntaaces  and  events,  Mr.  Speaker,  not 
moral  principles,  influence  the  policy  and  dictate 
tht  measures  of  the  Court  of  London.  In  1793, 
when  the  most  powerful  nations  of  Europe  were 
confederated  against  France,  when  victory  and 
conquest  were  deemed  certain,  and  France  was  to 
be  cut  up  and  partitioned,  according  to  a  secret  un- 
derstanding, adjusted  in  the  treaties  of  Pavia  and 
Pilnitz — Great  Britain  issued  her  orders  for  the 
desuuction  of  our  trade.  The  effects  are  known 
and  fell.  But  do  sooner  did  the  coalition  dissolve 
away  before  a  brilliant  succession  of  victories, 
than  a  relaxation  in  her  orders  and  practice  took 
plaoe — a  relaxation  produced,  not  from  qualms  of 
conscience;  not  from  a  reviving  sense  of  justice, 
but  by  her  impoteocy;  by  her  want  of  power  to 
inflict  the  iojurie*  meditated.  A  new  coalition 
and  naval  victories  have  again  brought  our  trade 
to  the  blink  of  destruction.    The  oscillation*  of 


the  Cabinet  have  been  communicated  to  the  judge 
of  the  admiralty.  On  cases  similar  in  all  their 
eircumstances,  he  has  had  the  hardihood  to  pro- 
nounce dissimilar  and  confticting  judgments. 
In  the  West  Indies,  some  of  her  judges  have 
stained  and  polluted  the  ermine  of  iustice  by  open 
---*  -ibloshing  bribery.  The  late  disastrous 
in  the  cunlinenl  will  again  infuse  into  bee 
councils  an  artiScial  display  of  prudence  and 
moderation.  The  Punic  faith  of  tne  Cabinet — I 
ippak  not  of  the  people — is  without  a  parallel; 
nothing  short  of  resistance,  proportioned  to  the 
violence  exercised,  can  confine  the  Cabinet  to 
proper  limits.  To  preserve  our  rights  and  to  pro- 
tect our  citizens  are  doties  we  have  pledged  out- 
lelves  TO  perform.  It  has  become  important  to 
ihe  nation  to  know  what  security  in  luiure  it  is 
10  look  for,  in  its  intercourse  and  trade  with  for- 
eign nations.  Our  patience  is  exhausted.  We 
cannot  any  longer  suWitto  the  capricious  whims 
of  any  belligerent  Power, 

The  principles  of  justice  are  immutable — ihey 
ay  the  same  at  all  times,  and  in  all  places — they 
are  not  liable  to  be  modified  by  the  fluctuation  of 
eveq|B.  The  law  of  nations  has  accurately  ascer- 
tained the  rights  which  respectively  appertain  to 
neutral  and  belligerent  nations — to  the  control 
of  that  law  we  are  willing  to  submi^  and  to  no 
other.  The  knowledge  I  nave  gleaned  from  an- 
thorSj  on  the  subjects  of  war  and  peace,  clearly 
convinces  me,  that  a  declaration  of  war  between 
two  nations  cannot  deprive  a  third  and  pacific 
nation  of  the  advantages  of  an  hone^tt  neutrality. 

The  prohibition  to  carry  implements  of  war, 
dtc.,  dtc.,  commonly  called  contraband  articles 
or  gooda — to  cover  enemies'  properly — and  the  ex- 
clusion from  ports  actually,  not  constructively 
blockaded,  are  the  restrictions  on  neutral  com- 
merce. The  British  Government  is  not  disposed 
to  stop  at  the  barrier  assigned  and  marked  out  by 
this  law.  But  non-resistance  to  insults,  aggravated 
by  wanton  insolence,  impresses  that  Government 
with  a  belief, that  it  possesses  a  prescriptive  risfat 
to  oppress  us  ad  libiinin — at  will.  The  old  colo- 
nial system  is  reviving  fast.  Great  Britain,  sir,  it 
conteoding  for  the  sole  right  of  altering  and  ab- 
rogating, adding  to,  and  modifying,  according  to 
the  dictates  of  her  monopolizing  views,  the  Taw 
of  nations.  All  trade  with  her  enemies  is  now 
prohibited,  unless  it  was  allowed  by  Ihfm  during 
peace.  Accede  m  this  doctrine,  and  we  stiall 
next  be  inhibited  to  trade  with  any  nation  but 
herself,  it  is  impossible  to  avoid  expressions  i>f 
execration  at  her  shameless  abandonment  of  prin- 
ciple. She  interdicts  trade  with  her  enemies,  on 
the  ground  that  it  furnishes  Ihem  wiib  the  means 
of  prosecuting  the  war;  the  purchase  of  luiories 
from  us  is  considered  as'enriching  her  enemies- 
She  lays  down  a  rule  to  regulate  our  eonducL  and 
absolves  herself  from  theo^ervanceof  it ;  she  de- 
nies to  us  the  rijjbt  of  trading  with  her  enemies, 
and  yei  it  is  notorious  that  she  trades  with  them 
herself.  TheBritish  merchants  have  neverceased, 
notwithstanding  the  war  wilh  France  and  Spain, 
to  trade  with  their  colonies.  This  is  a  fact.  I 
appeal  to  the  documents  on  the  table  to  prove  it. 
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Great  Britain  likewise  contends,  thsi  neuirel 
nations,  Bubjeel  as  (bey  are  to  a  multitude  of  iu- 
conveniencea  and  privatioDs,  from  the  couAicts 
of  belligerent  Powers,  are  not  to  be  compensBted 
with  aQTanlages  which  cheoce,  the  mutations  of 
trade,  or  the  state  of  hostilities  may  throw  into 
tbeir  possession.  In  olber  words — ibat  war  de- 
prives neutral  nations  of  maoy  beoefils,  but  catiDot 
confer  them.  Again,  sir — she  denies  thai  any  ad- 
van  tage  or  accommodation  can  flow  to  Deuirals 
i^om  the  relaiation  of  tbe  nsTigation  acts  of  a  bel- 
ligerent— and  yet  she  has  ihe  effrontery  and  bold- 
ness, in  the  leeih  of  such  a  declaration,  to  relax 
her  naviffacion  laws — deriving  from  such  a  meas- 
ure incalculable  advantages.  Uer  maoufac lories 
are  supplied  with  raw  materials,  particularly  from 
her  enemies,  by  the  interventiou  of  neutral  bot- 
toms ;  a  practice  in  direct  opposition  to  her  uavi- 
gatioD  acts  during  peace — by  it  Ihe  navy  is  mau- 
ned,  and  trade  supporied.  I  will  not  proceed 
further  on  ibis  heajf  to  tire  the  patience  of  the 
House.  The  letter  of  Lord  (lawkesbury  to  Mr. 
King  is  a  complete  answer  to  the  new  doctriues. 
Commerce,  Mr.  Speaker,  has  exjierienced  mawr 
revolutions;  peace  and  war  alike  produce  them. 
Qoveromeots,  laws,  maunera,  and  customs,  ^ave 
a  leadeucy  to  conirol  its  operations.  Ii  would 
be  a  lask  of  infinite  difficulty  to  enumerate  all  the 
causes,  which  elevate  and  depress  it.  Tempara 
mutantur,  el  no*  muiamuT  in  tUit,  is  as  applicable 
to  commerce  as  it  is  to  man.  Nation!*,  once  re- 
nowned for  wealth  and  commerce,  are  now  poor 
and  without  commerce.  Tyre,  once  celebrated 
for  faer  commerce,  opulence,  and  power,  is  now 
nolhingbutaheapof  venerableruins.  Of  ancient 
Carthage,  the  livil  of  Rome,  scarcely  a  vestige 
lemaiiis.  Alexandria  bas  seen  all  her  proud  ex- 
pectations transferred  to  happier  regions ;  and  Ve- 
nice, Genoa,  and  Holland,  retain  but  the  remem- 
brance of  their  pristine  splendor  and  glory.  Com- 
mercemustbefree)  it  disdains  control.  Like  the 
sensitive  plant,  it  shrinks  from  the  touch. 

This  discussion,  Mr.  Speaker,  has  filled  me  with 
astonishment.  Tbe  times  are  changed  ;  we  hear  no 
more  strictures  on  the  importance  and  advantages 
resulting  from  commerce,  and  tbe  necessity  of  af- 
fording It  protection,  from  its  old  friemJa — a  death- 
tike  silence  has  sealed  their  lips — the  articulation 
of  moqosyllables  is  tbe  utmost  extent  of  their 
power.    '' ^autum  muratus  ab  illo  Hectore !" 

From  the  year  1795  to  the  4lb  of  March  1801, 
the  inevitable  prostration  of  commerce  was  rung 
tjirougbout  Ameiica  in  all  the  chimes  and  cbaoges 
of  eloquence — the  people  were  forewarned  in  sol- 
emn admonitions  of  it,  if  il)e  direction  of  our  af- 
fairs were  entriisted  to  the  Republicans. 

Behold,  in  I806.H  silent  bot  steady  opposition  to 
every  measure  calculated  to  violate  our  commer- 
cial rights!  Yes,  sir,  the  former  champions  of 
commerce  have  bung  up  tbeir  coats  of  mail— the 
helmet  and  tbe  buckler, thesword  and  scabbard, are 
aside — the  prophetical  finger  no  longei 


Capuiets" — from  my  heart  1  wish  it  an  unioter- 
nipted  repoK. 


This  bill  is  considered  by  some  gentlemen  as  a 
mere  milk-and-water  comjmsiiion — as  a  leain*e' 
too  mild  for  the  nrognostics  of  the  case.  I  an 
willing  to  try  its  efficacy — simple  prescriptions  are 
generally  the  best  restoratives  to  health.  We  are 
told,  sir,  that  France  is  dominant,  and  that  Qreat 
Britain  is  fighting  pro  aru  etfoci» — for  heraltar* 
and  her  freehold ;  but  tbis  is  no  reason  why  wa 
should  permit  Grtat  Britain  to  rob  and  plunder 
us  at  will.  France  is  indebted  for  her  power  to 
the  folly  and  short-sighted  policy  of  Great  Britain, 
if  is  not  my  wish  that  Britain  should  become  a 
province  to  France,  or  that  France,  were  the  thing 
possible,  should  be  dependent  on  Britain. 

My  fervent  wish,  politicallv  speaking,  ia,  thai 
they  should  remain  independent  of  each  other; 
and  that  they  should,  in  estimating  tbe  real  im- 
portance of  thingD,  and  the  uncertainty  of  evenly 
discern  that  there  is  more  real  good  and  true  glorr 
in  the  practical  display  of  moral  virtue.i,  than  all 
the  victories  that  can  be  achieved  by  art  and  phy- 
sical power. 

I  am  favorable  to  the  bill  now  on  its  passa^,  fix 
other  reasons,  which  have  great  weight  with  me. 
U  will,  if  carried  into  operstioo  alienate  oor  at- 
tachments from  British  fabrics.  We  shall  acquire 
a  taste  for  those  of  other  countries — in  which  ire 
can  be  supplied  with  articles  necessary  for  onr 
consumption,  equal  if  not  superior  in  quality  to 
those  fiom  Britain  and  her  dependencies.  The 
insolence  of  Great  Britain  has  gathered  strength 
from  our  prejudices  in  favor  of  her  manufactures. 
Show  her  that  it  is  our  determination  to  open 
other  markets  for  supplies,  and  she  will  find  it  to 
her  profit  to  render  us  equivalent  advantages  for 
ihecominualton  of  onr  custom.  She  will  not  haz- 
ard a  rupture  with  us  when  the  loss  to  her  is  cer- 
tain and  vital.  By  having,  Mr.  Speaker,  a  mul- 
titude of  markets  to  resort  to,  with  ourproductions, 
neither  revolutions  in  the  goTernmenis  of  nations 
nor  the  capriciousness  of  event*,  will  baveihe  pow- 
er to  produce  commercial  derangements — and, 
what  is  a  consideration  of  the  first  magnitude,  oat 
revenue,  derived  as  it  is  from  commerce,  would 
be  in  no  danger  of  such  a  diminution,  as  tocoinpel 
ua  to  resort  lo  direct  taxes— taxes  da  our  lands. 


lendeaey,  at  all  times,  of  furnishing  marketa  fin 
our  produce — thereby  keeping  its  pnce  op  io  the 
maximum  point — an  object  of  importance  10  the 
cultivator  of  the  soil, 

Tbe  ability  of  Great  Britain  to  injure  lu,  has 
been  insisted  on — but  the  power  of  Amerfea  to  in- 
flict a  deep  and  festering  wound  on  Britain,  haa 
not  been  noticed.  No  country  so  dependent  at 
Great  Britain  on  other  climes,  more  lavored  bf 
nature  for  raw  materials  essential  to  the  snppoit 
of  her  manufactures,  and  for  the  consumption  of 
her  fabrics,  ought  to  assume  a  dictatorial  tone  to 
oiher  nations.  It  will  prove  fatal  to  her.  Triem- 
phant  as  her  fleets  have  been,  their  victories  can- 
not render  her  potent  enough  to  bind  in  chains  the 
nations  of  the  earth.  Great  Britain,  in  the  intox- 
ication of  naval  triumphs,  should  not  fo^t,  that 
her  boaaled  navy,  without  foreiga  anpplic^VooM 
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tie  but  aa  insigntficaiit  defence.    I  iihould  aot  err 
were  I  10  sav,  ihac  it  would  be  do  defeDce.    It; 
depeodence  is  likewise  oq  commerce  for  aupport. 
W^icb  caQDOt.be  carried  od  with  naiioos  witbi    ' 
their  assent.    Her  lyranny  aod  depredatiooi 
the  oceaa  must  and  will  have  the  consequetice  of 
direciing  ihe  atientioa  of  Datioas  to  encourage  tbe 
manufaciure  of  their  raw  materials.    The  security 
and  happiness  which  will  be  derived  tochemfrt 
(he  adoption  of  such  a  plan,  wilt  stimulate  ibi 
to  persevere  in  il.    If  the  Uniiei]  Stales  Ehonjd  be 
driven   to  a  Don-intercourse  with   Great  Bii 
and  her  inipolitic  conduct  is  forcing  them  I 
she  will  be  probed  to  the  qaick. 

As  her  manufaciarers  cannoi  be  supported  atid 
auhsisied  without  foreign  trade,  they  would  be 
thrown  as  paupers  on  the  community — without 
the  means  of  satisfying  the  commoa  and  necessary 
wants — desperation  would  produce  acts  of 
lence,  and  the  nation  tracine  abuses  to  their  ci 
would,  by  the  force  of  revolutioD,  obtain  that  re^ 
form,  which  it  has  so  lopg  sought  in  vain  from 
Parliament.  Far  otherwise  would  be  the 
dilioQ  of  the  citizens  of  the  United  States.  TJiey 
are  happy  uodet  govemnieats  of  their  o' 
choice — the  only  governments  in  the  world  wht .. 
(lirect  eud  is  the  happiness  of  the  citizens.  They 
piay  be  forced  to  suifer  privations,  but  they  can 
fucounier  them  with  fortitude  and  equanimity, 
They  may,  to  a  certain  degree,  be  deprived  of 
wealth  by  ibe  >^\e  of  their  productions — but  ihey 
feel  with  gratitude  the  benignity  of  Heaven,  in 
makingthem  proprietors  of  a  country  (hat  abound* 
^ii  the  Decessaries,  and,  I  might  add,  in  many  of 
the  luxuries  of  life. 

The  Revolutionary  war  of  America,  should 
bring  to  the  recollection  of  Great  Britain  the  pow- 
er and  resources  of  a  generous  and  a  brave  people. 
The  gentleman  from  Georgia  (\lx.  Early)  ob- 
served, when  he  opposed  the  resolution  of  the  gen- 
lleman  from  PeaDsylTania,{Mr.GBEao,)  that  were 
Great  Britain  to  declare  war  against  the  United 
States,  she  would  incur  do  additional  expeDsex. 
Thecalculationiof  thai  gentleman,  how  accurate 
toever  ihey  may  be  on  other  subjects,  fall  short 
of  that  character  on  this.  Does  he  recollect  the 
pioxioiity  of  Canada  and  Nova  Scotia  to  the  Uni- 
ted States,  and  that  the  British  navy  cannot  pro- 
tect them  1  Does  he  Iwar  in  mem'  t j  the  treasure 
■of  blood  and  money,  lavished  and  expended  by 
Great  Britain,  in  wars  to  acquire  those  regions, 
particularly  the  cost  at  which  Q,uebec  was  obtain- 
ed in  17631  Will  the  gentleman  also  advert  to 
the  soiiciiudeand  exertion  of  thai  Po  wee  durin  gibe 
American  war,  to  retain  chemi  Those  colonies 
are  important  lo  her — Canada  puts  her  in  posses- 
■ion  of  the  fur  trade,  and  aSbrda  a  passage  to  her 
tnanufaciures  through  the  lakes  into  our  Western 
.country. 

.  Nova  Scotia  is  advantageous  on  account  of 
the  harbour  which  Halifax  affords  to  her  fleets 
OD  the  American  coast,  and  of  the  fisheries.  With 
out  Nova  Scotia,  and  Newfoundland,  the  Bsheries 
would  be  destroyed, and  with  them  one  of  her  best 
nurseries  fur  seamen.  The  dependence  of  those 
'Oolonies  is  in  a  great  measure  on  us  for  supplies ; 


our  exports  to  them  amount,  according  lo  the  doc- 
uments on  the  table,  to  more  than  a  million  of  dol- 
lars. One  article  of  exportation  to  them  is  four 
hundred  thousand  barrels  of  flour.  1  am  saliifled, 
sir,  that  the  defence  of  those  colonies  would  in- 
crease considerably  the  public  burdeu  of  Great 
Britain,  lam  also  persuaded  that  a  formidable 
force  would  be  required  to  protect  ihem,  were 
Great  Britain  mad  enough  to  nazard  a  war  with 
us.  It  is  as  much  her  interest  as  it  is  ours,  lo  let 
the  sword  rest  in  itH  scabbard.  Forlorn  and  dis- 
tressing would  be  the  condition  to  which  her  West 
India  islands  would  be  reduced,  were  we  to  with- 
hold our  supplies — they  would  not  be  worth  re- 
taining. Our  provisions  are  absolutely  necessarjr 
for  the  subsistence  of  the  inhabitants,  and  our  luia- 
ber  equally  necessarv  to  enable  them  to  carry  their 

S'oductipns  to  market.  If  the  policy  of  Great 
ritain  should  drive  us  to  a  noo-intercoorse  with 
her,  and  her  dependencies,  the  mischiefs  to  both 
will  be  incalculable.  Her  coloDisiswill  besbakea 
in  their  allegiance^  by  discerning  in  the  measures 
of  the  Cabinet  acriminal  disregard  to  their  inlwesC 
I  am  sensible,  Mr,  Speaker,  I  have  tired  ^our 
patience,  and  trespassed  too  long  upon  the  timo 
of  the  House.  I  feel  myself  exhausted — yet  much 
more  could  besaid  on  so  copious  a  subject.  Ibava 
endeavoted  to  show  the  connexion  and  mutual 
dependence  of  agriculture  and  commerce  on  each 
other,  and  that  iheprosperily  of  our  common  coun- 
try, which  I  wish  may  be  perpetual,  is  deeply  iit- 
terested  in  the  preservation  of  that  connezioa, 


and  the  protection  of  our  commerce.    I  render 
thanks  for  the  polite  attention  I  have  experienc  .__ 
I  DOW,  Mr.  Speaker,  take  my  seat,  under  a  con- 


of  mind,  that  the  ioiereat  of  my  coanlry 
calls  for  the  adoption  of  such  a  measure  as  that 
bill  embraces ;  and  that  the  Grst  and  most  hono- 
rable duty  a  citizen  can  perform,  is  to  assert  and 
defend  therightsandlibertiesofhiscouniry.  Such 
my  determination, 

Mr.  LroH  said  he  was  friendly  to  the  principle 
pf  the  bill,  though  he  believed  with  the  cenUe- 
in  friim  Virginia,  that  it  was  too  much  of  a 
ilkand-water  measure.  He  was  not,  however, 
for  throwing  it  under  the  table,  but  for  having 
it  amended.  He  would  wish  it  lo  take  effect  OB 
the  Ist  of  July,  instead  of  the  15th  of  November, 
'  -I  authorize  the  Preaideot  to  dispense  with 
all  of  its  provisions,  in  case  of  a  satisfactory 
ement  of  our  diflerences  with  Great  Brit- 
ii'or  the  purpose  of  so  modifying  the  bill,  he 
moved  a  recommitment  of  it  to  a  Committee  of 
the  whole  House. 

liDwBLL  said  he  was  sorry  this  motion 
le,  especially  at  this  stageof  the  business. 
He  did  not  think  the  reasoning  on  which  it  waa 
f'junded  correct.  The  principal  object  of  tb« 
motion  was  to  give  the  bill  an  earlier  effect.  It 
very  improper,  he  thought,  that  such  a  mea- 
should  go  into  immediate  or  sudden  opera* 
lion.  To  tarn  the  current  of  trade  at  once  would 
operate  unjustly, and  in  a  manner  hardly  eonslst- 
eal  with  good  faiih  to  the  merchaniii,  who  must 
have  made  their  calculations  and  given  their 
orders  on  the  existing  state  of  things.     The  lime 
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vheo  Buch  a  menaor^  takes  plaue  ought  to  be  so 
distant  as  to  give  a  leaioDable  notice. 

There  apFeain  to  have  HriKeo,  said  Mr.  B.,  a 
difference  of  opiDioii  as  to  the  precise  poiot  of 
tiioewhen  tbUVill  might  lake  effect.  I  think,  alt 
ciicuniaiaDces  coDsidered,  the  lime  fixed  a  reason- 
able lime.  It  may  be  said  tbat  from  its  remole- 
uesa  an  unfavorable  inference  may  be  deduced  of 
OUT  iDlentioD  to  carry  it  into  effect.  I  think  not. 
1  think,  on  the  contrary,  it  will  carry  on  the  face 
of  it  a  disposition  to  make  il  pari  of  a  permanent 
sjrstem  ot  measures ;  and  that  this  will  be  more 
likely  10  be  inferred  from  the  deliberation  with 
which  it  is  taken  than  from  the  adoption  of  any 
sudden  measures.  I  lrust,UDiil  circumstances  re- 
quire a  different  conrse,  it  will  be  persisted  io, 
and  that  it  will  be  but  the  commencement  of  a 
tystem  of  measures  which  we  shall  continae  to 
pursue  until  our  object  is  accomplished.  Id  this 
view  it  is  not  so  material  at  what  particular  mo- 
ment the  operation  of  this  system  begins,  as  to 
convince  Great  Britain  we  are  determined  to  per- 
severe in  it.  I  am,  therefore,  against  the  recom- 
mitment. 

Mr.  Sloan  skid,  he  barely  rose  to  observe  he 
was  IQ  hopes,  after  all  the  learning  and  eloquence 
of  the  members  had  been  exhausted,  there  would 
have  been  a  silent  vote  on  the  passage  of  the  bill ; 
but  in  this  hope  he  was  disappointed.  There  ap- 
peared to  be  particular  stomachs  in  the  House 
that  could  not  digest  milk-and-water  diet.  He 
WM  of  the  number  of  those  who  wished  the 
adoption  of  something  stronger;  but  whenhecon- 
lidered  milk  and  water  was  a  very  wholesome 
diet,  and  that  the  only  way  to  get  anything  was 
lo  be  satisfied  with  ibis  measure,  be  was  against 
the  idea  both  of  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  i~ 
throw  this  hill  under  the  table,  or  of  the  gentl< 
man  from  Kentucky  to  recommit  it. 

Mr.  J.  Rakdolph.— I  will  not  delay  the  ques- 
tion beyond  two  or  three  minutes.  From  some 
remarks  made  by  my  worthy  colleague,  (Mr. 
Newton,)  it  may  be  inferred,  perhaps,  tbat  I  said 
something  which  tended  10  wound  his  feelings. 
I  have  been  long  in  hahits  of  friendship  with  thai 
gentleman,  and  he  will  do  me  the  justice  to  he- 
lieve  that  I  had  no  such  intention  in  anything 
which  I  said. 

Mr.  Newton  said  he  did  not  particularly  allude 
to  any  expressions  of  bis  colleague,  but  to  erpres- 
sions  generally  made  use  of  in  the  course  or  the 
debate. 

Mr.  1.  Randolpb. — From  some  remarks  of  my 
colleague  ou  my  left  (Mr.  Cloptoh)  it  would  ap- 
pear as  if  a  disposition  had  been  manifested  in 
this  House  to  give  up  our  rank  and  siandiog 
among  the  nations  of  the  earth.  It  is  true  these 
remarks  were  not  directed  lo  the  bill  onder  con- 
sideration, for  during  this  whole  discussion  not  a 
word  has  been  directed  to  the  merits  of  ihe  bill. 
All  that  has  been  said  has  been  directed  loan 
imaginary  being,  and  reminds  me  of  some  expres- 
sions which  1  recollect  to  hare  seen  in  the  writ- 
ings of  Thomas  Paine,  who  compered  the  ohser- 
vaiionii  o{  some  political  writer  on  which  he  was 
animadverting,  lo  s  particular  place  near  Phila- 


delphia called  Point  no  Point.  Gentlemen  dar- 
ing ibis  debate  have  talked  agreai  deal  aboat  the 
spirit  of  1776.  With  what  view 7  To  show  that 
we  Bie  an  independent  nation  1  No ;  but  to  urge 
the  United  States  into  a  foreign  war.  Gentle- 
inquire  whether  we  will  give  up  the  rights 
of  '     '- "■ "" 


tion  is,  whether  we  have  the  ability.    Ont 

the  nation  launch  out  on  the  doctrine  of  protect- 
lommerce,  and  where  shall  we  go  7   Are  we 

pienred  to  say  we  will  protect  commerce  agaioat 
ill  Powers,  in  every  sea,  and  at  all  risks  7  And  if 
we  do  not  disregard  every  dictate  of  pradence, 
vhat  must  ibe  nation  do  bui  submit  to  ihe  necea- 
ities  of  the  times,  to  which  the  second  rate  Pow- 
irs  of  Europe  are  obliged  to  yield,  and  to  which 

we  are  told  by  gentlemen  themselves  Oreai  Brit- 


n  will  » 


n  bee 


establish  the  principle  that  c 

iteeted  by  an  armed  force,  this  naiion  is  ruined. 

e  must  build  fleets  and  raise  armies  ;  we  mast 
go  on  the  principles  of  Briiain,  who  is  now  sink- 
ing under  the  weight  of  her  establish m en ts. 
These,  so  far  from  being  the  good  old  doctrines 
of  the  Revoloiion,are  poliiical  heresies,  and  the 
exploded  doctrines  of  navies  and  standing  armies. 
We  are  willing  to  protect  commerce  in  the  only 
way  in  which  we  are  able,  by  discrimiDatiog  du- 
ties, and  preserving  a  neutral  position  ;  for  plunge 
the  nation  into  war  for  the  protection  of  com- 
merce, and  commerce  instanily  vanishes.  There 
is  no  man  who  doubts  that  the  people  of  the  Uni- 
ted Stales  have  il  in  their  power  to  do  an  injnrf 
to  a  certain  extent  to  Great  Britain,  or  the  right 
of  Ihe  Government  to  declare  war ;  but  rights  are 
correlative,  In  1796  you  had  a  right  to  declare 
war  against  France ;  and  you  did  so  to  your  cost 
This  is  not  then  a  question  of  right,  or  of  naiional 
independence,  but  of  policy,  of  expediency.  Let 
na  suppose  this  to  be  the  initiative  of  strong  mea- 
sures, that  it  will  eventuate  in  war,  and  be  pro- 
ductive of  all  the  calamities  to  Great  Britain  on 
which  gentlemen  calculate.  Whalwill  its  efieet 
be  upon  us7  We  shall  adopt  it  at  the  expenscL 
perhaps,  of  our  whotereveoue,  Ihe  annihilation  at 
our  commerce,  the  enormous  augroeniation  of  our 
debt,  the  increase  of  Executive  patronajre,  and 
the  prostration  of  the  Coosliiulion.     Is  il  worth 


live  power — we  are  disposed  lo  relieve. the  public 
burdens— and  lo  diminish  thenaiionaldebt.  What 
was  our  situsiion  when  we  came  here7  When 
was  ibe  country  ever  in  a  more  prosperous  siaie7 
We  were  treating  with  Great  Britain,  and  bad 
every  reason  to  believe  our  differences  would  haye 
had  an  amicable  termioalion.  If  we  go  to  war 
with  Great  Britain  where  are  we  to  get  the 
money  to  carry  ii  on  7  We  must  resort  to  direct 
taxes.  If  il  is  the  policy  of  Ibis  country  hereaf- 
ter to  go  to  war  for  the  proteciioD  of  commerce  ia 
whatever  way  ii  may  be  invaded,  every  measure 
of  this  Adrainistraiion  has  heretofore  been  de- 
cidedly wrong.  If  this  new  principle  is  to  be 
acted  on,anda  naval  eslablishmeut  to  be  cheriihn^ 
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what  can  jrou  do  ^  By  exaciing  fruro  ihe  people 
every  farthing  they  can  pay,  you  may  be  able  lo 
Euppbrt  thirty  ships  of-ihe-line ;  and  are  you  pre- 
pared toiih  that  force  to  carry  on  a  mariiiine  war 
ID  deleace  Dfconimprce?  ft  is  mere  Quixotism, 
Afwell  might  ihe  Elector  of  Bavaria,  with  his 
80,000  iroops,  declare  war  against  France,  when- 
ever thai  naiioQ  should  undertake  (o  march  troops 
through  hJ9  territory.  There  is  a  physical  inabil- 
hy  in  the  Uoited  States  to  dereail  commerce  in 
this  way.  It  is  aitempiiDg  to  assume  a  rank  which 
cannot  fail  to  degrade  us.  Are  we  aa  indepen- 
dent nation  1  Have  we  a  right  to  do  what  we 
please  1  There  can  be  no  doubt  of  this ;  but,  does 
il  follow  that  we  are  to  throw  away  our  liberties 
and  the  Coastiiution  ia  a  contest  which  can  only 
end  in  our  disgrace? 

Mr.  Cloptoh  said,  he  had  not  the  advantage  of 
bearing  (he  previous  debate  on  this  subject.  He 
had  derived  his  information  from  other  sources 
than  that  alluded  to  by  his  colleague;  from  which, 
it  appeared  to  bim  that  the  general  tenor  of  tbe 
opposition  arose  from  the  alleged  tendency  of  this 
measure  to  carry  us  into  a  state  of  war.  Whe- 
ther in  making  these  remarks  he  had  been  correct 
or  not,  was  for  the  House  to  judge ;  but  whether 
those  remarks  had  or  bad  not  a  bearing  upon  the 
subject,  he  was  sure  they  did  not  constitute  (he 
first  instance  of  an  abemttion,  and,  he  would  add, 
a  wide  aberration,  from  the  subject  before  the 
House. 

Mr.  J.  Randolph  said,  he  did  not  allude  to  the 
gentleman's  observations — he  did  not  hear  them. 

The  question  to  recommit  the  bill  having  been 
disagreed  to,  it  passed— yeas  93,  nays  3^,  aa  fol- 
lows: 

Yais— Evan  Alexander,  Willii  Alston,  jr.,  baac  An- 
derMn,  David  Bard,  Joseph  Barker,  Burwell  Baoet, 
Gaorga  M.  Bedinger.Bamabai  Bidwell,  William  Blsck- 
ladge,  John  Blake,  jr.,  Thomas  Blount,  Roberl  Brown, 
William  Butler,  George  W.  Campbell,  John  ChandleC 
JoliD  Claiborne,  Chriatopber  Clark,  Joseph  Clay,  Mat- 
thew Clay,  George  Clinloo,jr.,  John  Cloplna,  Freder- 
ick Conrad,  Orchard  Cook,  Leonard  Covington,  Jacob 
Cniivninahield,  Bi chard  Cults,  Eira  Darby,  John  Dsw- 
•on,  William  Dlckw>n,'EUaa  Earle,  Peter  Early,  James 
Elliot,  Ebenezer  Elmer,  John  W.  Eppes,  Wm.  Flndlf^, 
James  Fiak,  John  Fowler,  Peterson  OooJwyn,  Edwm 
Gray,  Andrew  Gregg,  Isaiah  L.  Green,  Silas  Haleey, 
John  Hamilton,  WUIiam  Hclmi,  David  Holmea.  John 
O.  Jackeon,  Walter  Jones,  Thomas  Kenan,  Nehemian 
Knight,  Matthew  Lyon,  Duncan  McFarland,  Patrick 
Magruder,  Robert  Marion,  Joaiah  Maaters,  Wm.  Mac- 
Creery,  Nicholas  R.  Moore,  Thomas  Moore.  Jeremiai. 
Morrow,  John  Morrow,  Ourdon  S,  Mnmford,  Bogy 
Nebon,  Thomai  New(on,  jr.,  Joseph  H,  Nicholson,  OidT 
Mn  Olin,  John  Pugh,  Thomas  M.  Randolph,  John  Rea 
of  Pennsylvania,  John  Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Jacob  Rich- 
ards, John  Ruaaell,  Peter  Sailly,  Thomas  Bammons, 
Martin  O.  Schnneman,  Ebeneier  Beaver,  Jamea  aioan, 
John  8milie,John  Bmith,  Samuel  Smith.  Henry  South- 
ard, Jaaeph  Stanton,  David  Thomas,  Uri  Tracy,  Philip 
Van  CorUandu  Joseph  B.  Varnum,  Matthew  Walton, 
John  Whitehdl,  Robert  Whilehill,  David  R.  Williami, 
Marmaduke  Williams,  Nathan  Williams,  Aleiaotler 
Wilson,  Richard  Winn,  and  Joseph  Winston.   * 

Nats — Silas  Betton,  James  M.  Broom,  John  Camp- 


bell, Martin  Chittenden,  Samuel  W.  Dana,  John  Dav- 
enport, jr..  Caleb  Ellis,  WiUiam  Ely.  James  M.  Gaj- 
netl,  Beth  HaMings,  David  Hough,  Joseph  Lewis,  jr., 
Jonathan  O.  Moaeiy,  Jeremiah  Nelson,  Timothy  Pitkin, 
jr.,  Joaiah  CJuincy.  John  Randolph,  Thomas  Sandford, 
John  Cotton  Smith.  Thomas  Spalding,  Richard  Stan- 
ford, WUIiam  Stedman.  Lewis  B.  Sturges,  Samuel  Tag- 
gart,  Benjamin  Tallmadge.  Samuel  Tenney,  Philip  R. 
Thompson,  Thomas  W.  Thompson,  Abram  Trigg,  KU- 
lian  K.  Van  Rensaelaer,  Daniel  C.  Verplanck,  and 
Peleg  Wadsworth. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  on  the  bill  making  appropriations  for 
(besDpportofQoveroment  for  the  year  one  (boa- 
sand  eight  hundred  and  six.  Tbe  bill  was  reported 
with  several  amendments  thereto. 

The  House  proceeded  loconsider  thesaid  amend- 
meots;  and  an  adjournment  being  called  for,  tbe 
House  adjourned.  ^ 

THDRsnAT,  March  27. 

Mr.  Nelsdm,  from  the  committee  appointed  on 

ihe  Dineteenifa  instant,  presented  a  bill  for  the  re> 

lief  of  Rinaldo  Johnson;  which  was  read  twice, 

and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  to- 


if  Repreaent- 


Mr.  D.  R.  Williams,  from  the  committee  ap- 
pointed on  the  seventh  ultimo,  presented  a  bill  to 
prohibit  the  introduction  of  slaves  into  the  Mis- 
sissippi Territory,  and  tbe  Territory  of  Orleans; 
which  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Com- 
miitee  of  the  Whole  on  Saturday  next. 

The  House  proceeded  to  reconsider  the  amend- 
ment Insisted  on  by  the  Senate  to  tbe  bill,  entitled 
"  An  act  to  regulate  and  fix  the  compensation  of 
the  officers  of  the  Senate  and  House  of  Re 
stives ;"  Whereupon, 

EeeoliKd,  That  this  House  do  insist  on  their  dis- 
agreement to  the  said  amendment. 

Reaolted,  That  this  House  doth  agree  to  the 
conference  desired  hy  the  Senate  on  tne  subject- 
matter  of  thesaid  amendment;  and  that  Mr.  Leib, 
Mr.  Alston,  and  iMr.CBOWNiNBHtELn,  be  appoint- 
ed managers  at  the  said  conference,  on  the  part  of 
this  House. 

The  House  proceeded  lo  consider  the  second 
amendment  insisted  on  bv  the  Senate  to  the  bill, 
entitled  "  An  act  for  establishing  rules  and  articles 
for  the  government  of  the  Armies  of  the  United 
Slates  ;"  Whereupon, 

Retotved,  That  this  House  doth  insist  on  their 
disagreement  to  the  said  amendment. 

Resolved,  Th^t  this  House  doth  agree  to  the 
conference  desired  by  the  Senate  on  \he  subject- 
matter  of  thesaid  amendment;  and  that  Mr.  V.aB- 
iDH,  Mr.  TiLLM&noE,  and  Mr.  Covihoton,  be 
ippointed  managers  at  the  said  conference,  on  the 
part  of  this  House. 

Mr.  J.  R&MnoLPB,  from  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means,  presented  a  bill  making  appropriatiuna 
for  the  support  of  the  Military  Establishment  of 
the  United  States,  during  the  year  one  liiousaod 
ight  hundred  and  six;  which  was  read  twice,  and 
ommitted  toaCommitteeof  tbe  Whole  on  Mon- 
day next. 
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Mr.  J.  Randolph,  Trom  Ihe  Mine  comraitice, 
presented  a  bill  niakiiigiippropriaiioiisfar  ibe  sup- 
pon  of  [he  Navy  of  Ihe  Unileii  Slates,  durinff  Ibe 
year  one  thousand  eighi  hundred  and  six ;  which 
was  r«ad  twice,  and  commiiied  to  a  CommUtee  of 
the  Whole  od  Monday  next. 

Od  moiioD  of  Mr.  Clabv,  thit  the  HoUse  do 
dtnue  to  the  foHowrng  reEoluiioo 

•'Saohtd,  That  it  h  expedient  to  amend  the  act 
filing  the  Militsrjr  Peace  EBtabliibment  of  the  Unifcd 
"Btstu,  pwaed  the  liitmnlh  da;  of  Muchione  thoDtand 
•ight  hoodrad  and  two,  lo  br  a*  to  aboKih  the  offica  of 
Brigadier  GoDaral ;'' 

Ordertd,  That  the  said  rewlution  do  lie  oa  the 
table. 

APPROPMATION8. 

'The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ments reported  from  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 
Hnnse,  yesterday,  lo  the  btil  making  appropriations 
for  the  support  of  OoTernment  for  the  year  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  andsii:  Irhereiipon,  the 
Bmendments  to  the  first  section  being  affaio  read, 
were,  on  the  question  severally  put  tnereupoD, 
agreed  to  by  the  House. 

The  first  amendment  proposed  to  be  added  to 
the  end  of  tbe  first  section  of  the  said  bill  being 
again  read  at  the  Clak's  table,  in  the  following 
Words,  to  wit : 

"  For  eipkrring  the  vaten  of  the  country  ceded  by 


Indian  thbet  inhabiting  die  same,  Hv«  thooMUid 
Urn" 

Theq(K«l Ion  was  taken  that  tbe  Honse  do  agree 
Vitb  the  Committee  of  the  whole  Houe  in  the 
HKid  anendment,  and  reiolted  in  tb«  BEBnnatiT»— 
yeas  97,  nays  15,  as  follows: 

Yui — Evan  AlKiandcr,  Willk  Alston,  jr.,  Isaac 
Anderson,  DaTid  Bard,  Joseph  Baiker,  Bnrwell  Basset, 
George  M.  BediDger.  Silas  Bellon,  Barnabas  Bidmll, 
Wilihm  Btackledge,  John  Blake,  jr.,  Thomas  B[oant, 
RobeN  Brotrn,  Willtam  Butler,  J<^o  Chandler,  Maitin 
OatUaden,  Jobn  Gtalbome,  Chriirtopher  Ciatk,  Joseph 
Clay,  Matltiew  Clay,  George  Clinton,  jr.,  John  Clop- 
ton,  Frederick  Conrad,  Jacob  Crown inshield,  Richard 
CbI«s,  Eira  DarbT,  John  DaWiou,  William  Dickson, 
BUai  Earle,  Peter  Early,  James  Elliot,  Ebeneur  Elmer, 
John  W.  Eppes,  William  FinJlay,  James  Fiak,  Jobn 
Ponler.James  M.  Gamelt,  Ed  win  Gray,  Andrew  Oregg, 
Isaiah  L.  (?reeD,  Silas  Halse;,  John  Hamilton,  8eUi 
Hailinn,  David  Holmes,  John  O.  Jackson,  Walter 
Jones,  Michael  Leib,  Matthew  Lyon,  Duncan  McFar- 
land,  Patrick  Magrnder,  Robert  Marion,  Josiah  Maitera, 
William  McCreery,  Nicholas  R.  Moore,  Tliomaa  Moore. 
Jeremiah  Morrow,  John  Morrow,  Gunlon  8.  Mumford, 
Roger  Nelson,  Thomas  Newton,  jr.,  Joseph  H.  Nich- 
olson, GideVn  Olin,  John  Pngb,  John  Randolph,  Tbo- 
nms  M.  Randolph,  John  Rea  of  PennsylTania,  John 
RheaorTeDneasee.JacobRichardsiJobnKDssell,  Peter 
Sailly,  Thomas  Sammons,  Thomas  Handlind,  Martin 
O.  Schuneman,  Ebenercr  Seaver.  James  aioan,  John 
Smilie  Jobn  Smith,  Samnel  Smith,  Henry  Southard, 
Thomai  Spalding,  Richard  Slaafard,  Joseph  Stanton, 
Lewii  B.  Sturges,  Samuel  Taggart,  David  Thomas, 
Philip  B.  Thompson,  Uri  Tian,  Jowph  B.  Vamum, 
Matthew  WnllOD,  Jobn  WhiK^ill,  Robert  WhitebUI, 
David  R.  Williams,  Hannaduke  Williams,  Nathan 


Wilhams,  Alexander  Wilson,  Bichard  Winn,  and  Jtt- 
■epb  Winston. 

Kiia — Jobn  Campbell,  Orchard  Cook,  Leonard  Cor- 
ington,  Samuel  W.  Dana,  Jobn  Davenport^'r.,  Wi|. 


Ely,  Charles  Ooldaborougb,  Petenon  Gaodwjn, 
David  Hough,  Josiah  Quincy,  John  Cotton  Smith,  Bem- 
Uniin  Tallmadge,  8ami    '  _  .       -      - 

Daniel  C.  Verplanek. 


B,  Samuel  Teaney,  Abram  Trigg,  ■ 


The  second  and  last  amendment  lo  tbe  first  sec- 
tion of  the  said  bill,  reported  from  the  Committee 
of  the  Whole,  being  again  twice  read,  wa:i.on  ifae 
question  put  thereupon,  agreed  to  by  the  House. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  bill,  with  the  amend- 
tnents  acreed  to,  be  engrossed,  and  md  the  thirl 

An  engrossed  bill  making  appropriations  for  tbe 
support  of  Oovernment,  for  the  year  one  ihoussnd 
eight  hundred  and  six,  was  read  the  third  time 


Fbidat,  March  38. 
Mr.  T.  M.  Rahdolph,  from  the  c , 

Sointed  on  the  sixth  of  January  last,  presented  a 
ill  incorporating  an  iaiiliiutioo  in  the  City  of 
Washington,  in  tne  District  of  Cotumbla,  for  tbe 
education  of  youth,  and  Ibe  promotion  and  diSii- 
sion  of  learuiDgand  science,  and  granting  to  the 
saiue  certain  public  lots  within  the  said  city; 
which  wai  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  on  Monday  next. 

Mr.  RosEB  Nelson,  from  the  committee  ap- 
pointed on  the  iweniy-sixlb  ibslani.  presented  a 
billsupplementary  to  an  act,  entitled  "An  act  more 
efiecloally  to  provide  fur  the  orgaoizaiion  of  the 
militiaof  the  District  of  Columbia;"  which  waa 
read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  MondBy  next. 

Mr.  Dawson,  from  the  eominliiiee  tmofoiedo* 
the  tweuiy-fifth  iosiant,  presented  a  btfl  fbr  fc»rti> 
lying  the  ports  and  harbors  of  the  United  State^ 
and  for  building  gunboats ;  Which  waa  rrad  twiM 
and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  ok 
Monday  next. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  a  taotion  Oif 
the  twenty-fifth  In  the  words  followinK.  lo  *it : 

Raohed,  by  lit  Smait  and  Houte  qf  lleprettaila- 
Uvttofthe  United Staia  o/Amerimin  Congrat  a»- 
tembled.  That  tbe  Postmaster  General  be  directed  ta 
cause  the  Post  Office,  Ibr  the  Ci^  of  Wasbingtoo,  *• 

be  hept,«fter  the-^day  of iieil,  at  or  nearllM 

CajMtid." 

Ordered.  That  the  futihereonsiderationoTthfl 
said  motion  be  postponed  indefinitely. 
PLCRALirr  OP  OPFICBa 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  following  resolutions  submitted 

me  time  since  by  Mr.  J.  Randoli'h: 

Rctohat,  That  a  contractor  under  the  Govemmeat 
of  the  United  States  is  an  oSicer  within  Ihe  purview 
and  meaning  of  the  Constitution,  and,  as  such,  is  inca- 
pable of  holding  a  seat  in  this  House. 

Retohed,  That  the  union  of  a  plurality  of  offices  in 
tbe  person  of  a  single  individual,  bot  more  eipedally'of 
lbs  military  with  the  civil  authority,  is  repugnant  to 
the  spirit  of  the  CoDstitution  of  the  United  Stales,  and 
tends  to  the  introducing  of  an  arbitrary  govemmebt. 
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Sttohtd,  lliBt  pTOTMiDn  ought  to  be  made,  hj  law, 
«  render  u;  officer,  in  the  Arm;  or  Nitj  o(  the  Uni- 
ed  States,  incapable  of  holding  any  ciTil  office  ondei 
tt«  United  Statu. 

The  questioD  was  taken  on  these  resolutions 
without  debaie. 
The  first  Was  agreed  lo — ayes  54,  noes  37. 
The  second  was  agreed  to~ayes  75 :  and 
The  third  #as  agr^d  to  without  a  dJTisioD. 
When  ihe  Committee  rose  and  reported  their 
kjreemenc  to  the  resolutions. 

The  House  imOiediately  considered  the 
On  concarring  with  the  CommiHee  of"  the 
Whole  in  their  agreement  to  the  firat  resolution. 
Mr.  FisK  said  he  sincetelf  regretted  it  was  not 
Id  his  poWet  to  vote  for  this  resolution.  He  re- 
{rett€d  there  waa  no  such  principle  in  the  Con- 
stituiion  as  is  prescribed.  Such  a  principle  not 
being  in  the  Constitution,  be  did  iiot  conceive  il 
in  the  power  of  the  House  lo  make  the  provision. 
It  was  not,  In  his  upinioo,  in  their  power  to  say  a 
ttan  should  not  hold  a  seat  in  that  House  who 
was  not  prohibited  by  the  Constitution.  It  was 
on  this  ground  only  be  was  against  the  resolution 
under  con » deration. 

Mr.  J.  RANnoLpH.— I  ihink  the  gentleman  from 
Vermont  may  in  perfect  consistence  with  the 
))TiQciple  he  has  laid  down,  which  I  do  not  mean 
at  present  to  contest,  give  his  vote  in  favor  of  this 
resolution.  He  says  that  this  Hoise  has  not  a 
right  to  make  a  disqualification  which  the  Con- 
stitution itself  does  not  attach  to  the  tenure  of  a 
st-Bt  on  this  floor;  that  the  Constitution  draws  a 
line  between  the  qualification  and  disqualification 
of  a  member,  and  that  this  House  has  no  right  to 
ftlter  thein.  What  do  we  propose  to  do  1  To  add 
a  new  disquklifichiion'?  No;  to  do  that  which 
the  Conatilutibu  put  in  our  bands.  Which  it  tiot 
only  authorizes  bat  enjoins  upon  us.  The  Cob- 
atiintioD  declares  that  each  House  shall  be  the 
Judge  of  the  qualiScation  of  its  members.  It  is 
«learly,  then,  the  duty  of  the  House  to  expound 
what  is  Otis  Dot  a  djsqualification';  andavearenow 
«nly  about  to  declare  what  is  such  a  disqualifica- 
tion—merely to  expound  the  Constiiuiiou  on  this 
head.  I  know  some  gentlemen  ere  startled  at  the 
ideapf  ei^unding  the  Constitution.  But  do  we 
not  do  this  every  day  7  Is  not  the  passage  of 
every  act  a  declaration  oh  the  pan  of  this  House 
ibat  a  decision  upon  it  is  among  their  Constitu- 
tional powers?  Or,  ih  other  words,  is  it  not  an 
exposition  of  ibe  Coastitmionf  So,  in  this  in- 
stance, 1  will  suppose  a  man  returned  to  serve  as 
a  member  of  this  House,  and  that  he  is  declared, 
for  some  reason,  to  he  disqualified  from  holding 
a  seat.  This,  according  to  the  gentleman,  would 
be  expounding  the  CoDsiituiion.  We  propose 
doing  no  more  than  saying,  if  the  Secrets 
State,  or  Chief  Justice^  should  come  here, 
CBDDOt  hold  a  seat.  We  say  that  an  abuse 
nnder  the  Constitution,  and  offer  a  remedy. 

I  have  heard  somequibblibg  about  the  meaning 
of  the  word  "officer."  What  is  the  meaning  of 
office  ?  AgeDcy  j  it  is  the  office  of  a  man's  cook 
to  dress  his  dinner,  of  a  tailor  lo  supply  him  with 
eloibes ;  abd  it  Is  the  office  of  a  contractoi  to  fat- 


,  they 


ten  on  the  land — to  acquire  lordships,  demesnes, 
baronies — extensive  territory — by  the  advantage 
he  derives  from  holding  the  pubhc  money,  in  vir- 
tue of  his  contract.  But  it  is  asked,  if  a  contractor 
is  an  officer  7  and  whether  he  can  be  impeached  1 
because,  under  the  Constitution,  all  civil  officers 
are  lisbie  to  impeachment.  Would  you  impeach 
the  Marshal  of  the  District  of  Columbia'!  It  may 
be  answered  that  you  may  impeach  him,  but  that 
vou  woold  not  probably  do  so,  because  that  would  . 
be  breaking  a  butterfly  on  the  wheel.  Would  you 
impeach  a  deputy  po.itmasler  1  And  yet  when 
the  postmaster  at  New  York  accepted  his  ap- 
pointment, did  he  not  vacate  his  seat  in  the  Sen- 
atet  There  is  no  doubt  a  contractor  is  an  officer 
pro  tempore — it  is  not  an  office  in  perpetuity,  but 
created  for  a  time,  and  for  a  particular  purpose. 
And  I  wilt  ask,  if  it  is  not  more  dangerous  to  the 
independeQce  of  the  two  Houses  to  admit  com- 
missioners and  contractors  within  their  walls 
than  officers  with  legal  .-salaries  and  appointments? 
If  we  are  to  admit  either,  I  say,  give  me  the  legal 
officer,  with  a  determinate  salary  and  definite 
itowers,  rather  than  the  contractor  who  may  gain 
thousands  and  tens  of  thousands  of  dollars  by  a 
single  job.  But,  if  the  gentleman  from  Vermont 
is  of  opinion  that  a  contractor  is  not  an  officer, 
under  the  Constitnlion,  I  hope  he  will  join  me  in 
another  vote,  on  ao  amendment  which  1  shall  beg 
leave  to  offer — this  goes  only  to  pnrge  these  walls, 
not  those  of  the  other  House.  I  mean  an  amend- 
ment declaringvoid  all  contracts  made  with  mem- 
bers of  eitherUouse,  and  on  this  principle :  Be- 
tween the  sessions  of  the  Legislature  it  is  possi- 
ble for  a  member  to  receive  a  lucrative  job,  hi 
which  he  may  put  thousands  In  his  pocket,  ana, 
which  being  completed  in  the  recess,  and  there 
being  nobody  to  take  cognizance  of  it,  it  will  be 
impossible  to  apply  a  remedy.  But,  I  hope  this 
construction,  which,  so  far  as  relatPS  to  our  own 
House,  we  have  an  undoubted  right  totnake,  wiU 
obtain  as  the  true  construction  of  the  Coostita- 
tion. 

But  it  is  skid  that  this  House,  and  Houses 
which  may  hereafter  meet,  may  sive  the  Const!- 
tntion  a  different  consiruction.  No  doubi  of  it; 
and  this  may  operate  lo  the  end  of  time.  A  form- 
er House  passed  a  Sedition  law;  a  subsequent 
House  deemed  the  law  UDConslituiioual.  It  is 
true  they  did  not  declare  il  so,  and  I  am  sorry  for 
it ;  but  there  Is  no  doubt  of  the  fact.    Now,  we 
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the  people  rise  up  against  it,  and  send  dinerem 
members  to  represent  them.  The  people  may 
again  slumber ;  as  long  as  you  keep  your  handt 
from  their  pockets,  they  will  keep  their  eyesfroni 
yours  ;  and,  in  the  same  way,  this  law  may  be 
repeated.  1  can,  therefore,  see  no  force  in  this  ob- 
jection. The  courts  of  justice  undertake  to  ex- 
Bound  the  Constitution,  and  shall  not  the  House  of 
Lepresentalives  be  as  competent  to  do  this  as  any 
court  of  justice?  I  will  suppose  a  case,  that  of 
a  man  condemned  under  the  Sedition  law  by  a 
tribunal  of  justice.  Suppose  men  of  different 
principles  come  on  the  bench,  would  they  hesitate 
Verse  the  preceding  decision  of  the  courll 


byCOO^IC 


HISTOEY  OF  CONGRESS. 


HopR. 


Indispuiably  not.    Here,  loo,  then,  we  would  be- 
hold varyJDg  and  lepugnaDt  decisioDS. 

Mr.  Eppeh.— I  have  oo  doubt  that  every  objec- 
tion which  can  be  made  to  a  member  of  this 
House  holdiog  a  civil  office  during  hisconlinu- 
■Dce  as  a  Representative  applies  with  equal  Torce 
lo  his  holding  a  Jucraiive  contract.  The  fraroers 
of  the  Constitution  ia  excluding  civil  o£Scers 
from  the  Qoor  of  thb  House,  most  certainly  in- 
tended to  prevent  aoy  species  of  dependence 
'  which  might  influence  the  conduct  of  the  Repre- 
•entaiive — to  prevent  bis  looking  up  for  (irefei- 
ment  to  ibe  Hxecutive,  or  being  biassed  in  bis 
vole  by  Eiecuiive  favor.  A  lucrative  coniract 
creates  the  same  species  of  dependence,  and 
every  objection  which  could  be  urged  against 
an  officer,  applies  with  equal  force  againal  cod- 
ttaetors,  wno  are  dependent  on  the  Executive 
will,  and  parttcularly  carriers  of  the  mail.  While. 
bovever,  I  make  this  admission,  I  do  not  believe 
we  have  power  to  pass  this  resolution.  The 
words  of  lue  Constilulioo  are:  "No  person  hold- 
'  ing  an  office  under  the  United  Slates  shall  be  a 
'  member  of  either  House  during  his  continuance 
'  in  office."  These  words  are  plain  and  clear. 
Their  obvious-  intention  was  to  have  excluded 
offieeri>  and  officers  only.  It  would  certainly  have 
been  equally  wise  to  have  excluded  contractors, 
because  the  reason  for  excluding  officers  applies 
to  them  with  equal  force-  We  are  not,  however, 
to  inquire  nbal  the  Constitution  ought  to  have 
been,  but  what  it  is.    We  cannot  legislate  on  its 

Sirit  against  the  strict  letter  of  the  instrument, 
jr  inquiry  must  be,  is  be  an  officer  ?  If  an  of- 
ficer, under  ibe  words  nf  the  Constitution,  he  is 
excluded ;  if  not  an  officer,  we  cannot  exclude 
him  by  law.  It  is  true,  as  has  been  stated,  that, 
by  the  CoDstiiuttoo,  we  are  made  the  judges  of 
the  qualifications  of  out  own  members.  This 
judgment,  however,  is  confined  within  very  nar- 
row limits.  The  Constitution  prescribes  the 
qualifications  of  a  member.  We  can  neither  nar- 
row nor  enlarge  them  by  law.  Our  inquiry  can 
go  no  further  than  this;  has  the  Representative 
the  qualifications  prescribed  by  the  Constitution  T 
An  extensive  meaning  has  been  given  to  the  word 
"office."  How  far  such  a  construction  of  the 
meaning  of  this  word  is  warranted,  I  leave  for 
others  to  decide.  That  all  contractors  are  not 
officers,  I  am  certain.  A  man,  for  instance,  makes 
a  coniract  with  the  Governmpnt  to  furnish  sup- 
plies. He  is  certainly  not  an  officer,  according  to 
the  common  and  known  acceptation  of  that  word. 
He  is,  however,  a  conttaclor,  and,  under  tbis  res- 
olution, excluded  from  a  heat  here.  A  carrier  of 
the  mail  approaches  very  near  aa  officer.  The 
person  takes  an  oaih,  is  subject  to  penalties,  tbe 
remission  of  which  depend  on  the  Executive. 
His  duties  are  fixed  and  prescribed  by  law.  Near, 
however,  as  this  species  of  contract  approaches  to 
an  office.  1  do  not  consider  that  the  word  "office" 
in  the  Consiitulion  can  include  even  this  species 
of  coniract.  I  consider  the  word  ^office"  in  the 
CoBstiiuiion  ought  to  be  construed  according  lo 
the  usual  import  and  meaning  of  that  term  ;  and 
aa  1  do  conscientiously  believe  that  the  word  "  of 


See"  and  the  word  "  contract"  cannot  be  tortured 
to  mean  the  same  ihiog,  I  shall  vote  against  the 
resolution. 

Mr.  Alston.— While  I  am  as  much  opposed 
as  any  man  lo  see  any  holder  of  public  money 
within'lh^se  walls,  I  cannot  justify  mysell  in  de- 
claring what  is  or  what  is  not  the  Constitution. 
If  in  any  case  this  ought  to  be  done,  this  surely 
should  be  the  last.  What  is  iis  effect  1  To  de- 
prive a  member  of  his  seat  on  the  vote  of  a  bar« 
majority,  when  the  Constitution  has  declared  that 
"no  seat  shall  be  vacated  but  on  the  vote  of  two- 
thirds  of  the  members."  Let  this  House  say  so, 
and  what  becomes  of  a  contractor,  if  aoy  such 
there  be  within  these  walls?  The  decision  of  the 
House  will  be  in  violation  of  the  Constitution. 
No  man  who  knows  me  will  imagine  that  I  have 
any  partiality  for  contractors  holding  seats  within 
these  walla.  I  have  never  held  a  contract,  or  re- 
ceived a  cent  of  the  public  money  but  for  vaj 
wages  as  a  member  of  this  House.  I  am,  there- 
fore, as  disinterested  as  man  can  be  on  this  point. 
ir  there  is  a  contractor  within  the  meaning  of  (he 
Constitution,  let  him  be  pointed  out.  I  am  not 
certain  how  1  shall  vote  upon  such  a  proposition. 
But  I  will  not  declare  beforehand  a  particular 
construction  of  the  Constitution.  If  I  believe 
the  case  comes  within  the  Constitution,  of  which 
I  am  not  certain,  I  will  vote  for  clearing  the 
House  of  such  a  member.  But  I  will  not  con- 
sent  to  a  mljority  declaring  in  this  way  what 
they  cannot  carry  into  effect.  How  can  this  be 
done  1  If  you  cannot  get  two-thirds  of  the  mem- 
bers of  this  House  to  vacate  the  seal,  1  ask 
what  becomes  of  the  resolution  declaratory  of  the 
meaning  of  the  Constitution  1  But  it  is  idle  to 
pass  a  declaratory  resolution  unless  it  can  be  car- 
ried into  effect.  One  thing  I  will  say,  if  (b« 
mover  will  modify  his  resorutlon  so  as  to  impose 
a  penalty  on  any  officer  who  shall  make  a  con- 
tract with  a  member  of  Congress,  1  will  give  it 
my  consent.  For  I  wish  to  see  no  man  in  these 
walls  dependent  on  the  Govern  men  (.  I  it  ill  ad- 
here to  tii^piinciole  which  I  set  out  with,  when 
I  entered  into  public  life,  for  I  became  a  member 
of  tbe  Legislature  of  the  State  which  I  have  the 
honor  to  represent  at  tbe  a^  of  twenty-one;  but 
there  was  no  office  in  thegift  of  any  Oorernmeat 
which  I  would  possess.  This  is  a  principle  to 
which  I  strictly  adhere,  and  I  do  not  believe  I 
have  any  relation   on   earth  who  holds  an  offic^ 

Mc.  J,  Clay,— Tbe  gentleman  says  he  is  will- 
ing to  vote  for  the  expulsion  of  any  member  OD 
this  floor  who  holds  public  money. 

Mr.  Alston  explained  by  observing  that  he 
had  not  absolutely  said  so. 

Mr.  J.  Clay. — If  this  cannot  be  done  under  the 
Constitution,  wiib  what  consistency  can  the  gen- 
tleman vote  for  the  measure  he  proposes,  as,  under 
the  provision  of  the  Constitution  alluded  to,  we 
have  00  right  lo  expel  a  member  but  for  soine 
offence  committed  by  hini  7  The  jnd  jcs  of  your 
courts  as  well  as  the  State  courts  hive  assumed 
the  right  of  expoundins  the  Consti.uliun,  loas* 
much  as  they  are  bound  on  oath  lo  cuppon  iL 
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Are  we  not  bound  by  the  same  oalh  to  support  ii  7 
Aodhave  we  not,by  parity  or  reasoning,  iheRatDP 
right  to  eoDstrue  it?  Are  oot  gentlemea  iDdeed, 
by  tbeir  negative  voie,  siring  the  ConaiitutioD 
tlieir  own  exposition  ?  I  bave  no  doubl  of  our 
ri^htto  expound  the  Constituiioo.  Let  u a  take 
thiDea  as  they  are.  Wbat  isan  ofScerl  A  man 
holding  a  public  charge  or  agency.  Wbat  is  an 
office?  A  public  charge  or  agency.  Is  not  a 
contract  au  agency  7  A  mari  contracts  to  carry 
letters  in  ibe  mail.  Is  not  that  an  agency  7  So 
a  man  contracts  as  an  agent  of  ibe  Postmaster 
Q«iieral  to  carry  letters  from  Washington  to  Bal- 
timore; is  he  not  Bs  much  an  officer  as  ifbe  resided 
at  Wasbinglou  or  BallimoreT  The  only  diSer- 
ence  is,  tbai  one  is  moTiae  and  the  other  siaiiona- 
ly.  Every  officer  under  tueOorernnient  is  a  con- 
tractor, inasmuch  as  he  contracts  to  do  certain 
things  for  a  certain  sum  of  money.  I  believe, 
likewise,  the  converse  of  the  propoMtioa  is  true, 
and  that  contractors  are  likewise  officers. 

Mr.  FiHDLEY  said,  were  this  proposition  pro- 
posed as  an  amendment  to  the  CoDsiiiutinn,  he 
ahoold  vote  for  it ;  but  for  reasons  very  different 
from  those  which  had  been  assigned.  He  did 
not  believe  that  every  contractor  was  an  officer 
under  the  Constitution,  for  if  this  was  the  ca?e, 
every  man  who  furnished  the  public  with  the 
least  article  of  supply  nould  be  an  officer — the 
miller  who  sold  Bour  for  the  use  of  the  army,  as 
well  as  the  stationer  who  supplied  the  House 
with  paper  and  quills.  Every  man  who  sold  aoy- 
thio^lo  the  Government  must,  in  this  light,  be 
eoDBidered  as  an  officer.  Would  gentlemen  be 
disposed  to  exclude  ail  persons  of  this  description 
from  a  seat  in  this  House  1  Qrcat  weight  had 
been  attached  to  that  clause  in  the  Constitution 
which  made  the  two  Houses  judges  of  the  qaal- 
ifieaiions  of  tbeir  members;  hut  it  was  a  sufficient 
answer  to  this  argument  to  observe,  that  though 
the  Constitution  gives  the  two  Houses  the  power 
of  judging  oflhe  qualifications  of  their  members,  it 
does  not  give  them  the  power  to  make  those  qual- 
ifications. He  agreed  that  it  was  discretionary 
with  each  House  to  expel  a  member,  bat  then 
the  act  conld  only  be  effected  by  a  vote  of  two- 
thirds  of  the  members.  He  had  always  under- 
stood, and  believed  it  to  be  correct,  that  it  was 
■n  esGeniial  attribute  of  office  for  a  man  to  pos 
aess  some  powi;r,  to  be  exercised  on  behalf  of  the 
Oovernment.  Now  a  mere  contractor  receives 
no  such  power;  he  only  enters  into  an  engage- 
ments to  perform  certain  specified  duties. 

Mr.  J.  Randolph  desired  that  part  of  ihe  Con- 
■titutioD  [0  be  read,  which  authorizes  the  exput- 
aion  of  a  member,  by  which,  he  said,  il  would 
appear  that  sucli  expulsion  could  only  be  made 
for  disorderly  behaviour. 

The  Clerk  read  the  article  as  follows : 

"  Each  House  ma?  delfimine  the  rules  of  its  pro- 
ceeding* ;  punish  ita  members  for  diuinleriv  behaviour, 
and,   with   tbe  conciuTence   of   two-thirds,  aipel   a 


Mr.  O.  W.  Campbell  said  he  would  as 
the  reasons,  on  account  of  which  he  could 
give  bia  vote  in  favor  of  tbe  re34riuiion  under 


consideration.  It  proposed  to  decide  wbat  shall, 
and  what  shall  not  be  the  true  construction  of 
the  Constitution  as  to  tbe  term  office.  He  was 
of  opinion  that  it  was  not  competent  for  that 
House  to  put  a  construction  upon  the  Constitn- 
lion,  except  in  a  particular  case  under  their  con- 
sideratioD ;  and  that  they  could  then  and  then 
only  act  \ipon  it.  If  there  were  any  gentlemen 
upon  the  floor  of  the  House  who  were  contrac- 
tors, and  amotion  should  be  made  to  expel  them, 
he  would  then  be  ready  to  give  his  vole  upon 
such  a  motion  ;  hut  he  was  not  prepared  to  give 
a  general  construction  to  tbe  Constiiution  as  to 
the  existence  of  any  such  case.  With  regard  to 
the  case  under  cosideration,  he  was  not  prepared 
to  say  whether  a  contractor  was  an  officer  wiibia 
[he  meaning  of  the  Constitution.  The  Constitu- 
tion declared  that  no  Senator  or  Representative 
should  be  appointed  to  an  office:  when,  therefore, 
they  were  inqtiiriog  what  constituted  an  office  un- 
der the  Constitution,  it  was  necessary  thai  they 
should  refer  to  the  Constitution  itself,  to  deter- 
mine the  meaning  of  the  word  offiee.  It  declares, 
in  the  third  section  of  the  second  article,  that  the 
President  shall  commission  all  tbe  officers  of 
the  United  States.  I  am  not  prepared,  said  Mr. 
C,  to  say  that  a  man  is  an  officer  who  is  not  so 
commissioned  under  tbe  Consiiiution.  Ii  appears 
to  me  that  a  person  must  have  a  commission  he- 
fore  he  can  be  considered  an  officer  under  the 
Constitution.  Mr.  C.said  be  was  clearly  of  opin> 
ion  that  it  would  be  advisable  to  make  a  provi- 
sion to  remedy  tbe  evil,  and  he  would  cheerfully 
agree  to  any  measure  which  would  have  thit 
effect,  as  he  did  consider  it  extremely  indecoroiu 
for  any  man  holding  a  contract  and  tbe  money 
of  the  public  to  participate  in  the  making  of  laws 
for  its  application. 

Mr.R.  Nelbon  said  he  was  sorry  that  heconld 
not  on  this  occasion,  consistent  with  the  oalh  he 
bad  taken  to  support  tbe  Constitution,  ad  vocals 
the  resolution  under  consideration.  He  agreed 
that  it  was  highly  improper  for  contractors  to 
hold  seats  in  that  House,  as  there  were  many 
cases  in  which  they  could  not  give  a  free  and 
impariial  vote;  hut  in  his  opinion  there  was  no 
power  to  exclude  members  from  a  seat,  unless 
that  power  was  contained  in  the  Constitution. 
He  said  he  would  give  bis  idea  of  the  spirit  and 
meaning  of  the  Constitution  onlbispoint.  They 
were  bound  by  it&  letter — wbere  the  letter  and  the 
words  of  it  were  plain,they  were  bound  strictly  to 
adhere  to  them;  wbere,  from  the  wording,  the 
meaning  whs  doubtful,  or  difficult,  every  mem- 
ber was  hound  to  put  that  construction  which 
hi<  judgment  dictated.  But  where  there  was  no 
difficulty,  where  the  words  were  plain  and  ob- 
vious, he  wuuld  ever  raise  his  bands  against  wbat 
was  called  the  spirit  of  the  Constitution,  or,  in 
other  words, givingltH  meaning  which  the  words 
would  not  bear.  If  this  power  existed  in  the 
Constitution,  it  must  be  found  under  thnt  section, 
which  declares,  that  "No  Senator  or  Represen- 
■  taiive  shall,  during  the  time  foe  which  he  was 
'  elected,  be  appointed  to  any  civil  office  under  the 
'  authority  of  the  United  StateS]  which  shall  have 
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'  be«D  created;  or  the  emoluments  of  wbich  ihall 
'  have  beea  increased,  durioe  such  lioie ;  and  no 
'  perxou  holding anyofficeuoder  ibe  United  States 
'  shall  bea  member  of  either  House,  during  his  coa- 
'  tiouance  in  office."  The  question  ifaen  cornea  to 
the  siogle  poini :  Is  a  cootraciOT  an  officer  tjoder 
the  Constitution  T  ir  he  is,  there  is  no  doubt  he 
may  be  excluded  from  a  seat  in  this  HoQse ;  but  if 
he  13  not,  he  cannot  be  excluded.  What  then  is 
the  idea  of  kn  officer  under  the  Constitution? 
It  either  must  be  recognised  by  the  Constilutioa, 
or  some  law  passed  in  conformity  to  It,  for  no 
man  under  the  GhiTernment  has  a  right  vithout 
law  to  create  as  matiy  offices  as  he  pleases.  The 
Postmaster  Oeneral  has  a  right  to  contract  for 
carrying  the  mail;  he  may  emplor  for  this  pur- 
pose fifty,  five  hundred,  oi  five  thousand  men. 
Will  anybody  thence  contend  that  the  Postmas- 
ter Qeneral  has  the  right  of  creating  five  thousand 
offices?  Our  Constitution  has  been  justly  ex- 
tolled as  the  freest  in  the  World,  and  as  the  b^st 
calculated  to  promote  the  happiness  and 
of  the  people.  It  has  been  called  free  it 
distinction  to  those  despotic  governments,  where 
all  the  offices  are  held  up  to  sale.  Is  not  this  the 
ease  with  cootTacts?  Are  they  not  uniformly 
given  to  the  lowest  bidder  1  What  government  of 
principle  then  is  this,  which  proposes  to  put  a  con- 
olroction  upon  the  Coostiiutioo.  bv  which  offices 
ntidcr  the  Government  shall  be  thus  exposed  to 
sale  7  But  are  ibey  in  truth  officers  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  recognised  either  by  the  Constitution 
or  laws?  No,  they  are  not  officers  of  .the  United 
Stales,  they  are  mere  hirelings  of  the  Postmaster 
General ;  he  has  not  the  power  ofsetting  up  the 
Constitution  to  the  highest  bidder.  If  so,  it  is 
no  longrr  a  free  Constitution  ;  it  does  not  deserve 
the  euloginms  which  hare  b«ea  so  justly  passed 

Mr.  Eablt. — I  would  not  rise  to  trouble  you 
Were  not  the  yeas  and  nays  to  be  recorded  on  this 
^oestion.  I  am  as  fntly  sensible  as  the  honorable 
mover  of  the  resolution,  or  any  other  gentleman 
on  ibis  Soar,  of  the  extreme  impropriety,  to 
say  the  least  of  it,  of  persons  remaining  members 
of  this  House  who  hold  a  contract  under  the 
Ooveromeni  to  which  any  emolument  is  attached. 
With  him  and  them  I  believe,  that  of  all  de- 
scriptions of  appointment,  this  is  the  most  im- 
pTC^r  to  be  blended,  where  the  emoluments  are 
■ot  fixed  bylaw,  but  rise  or  fall  with  circum- 
siaoces.  I  am  therefore  as  wiling  as  say  person 
eta  be  to  adopt  any  measure  to  eff'ecl  a  remedy 
of  this  evil,  which  we  possess  the  Constitutional 
right  of  doing.  My  difficulty  on  this  subject  is 
BOt  the  same  with  that  presented  to  the  minds  of 
some  gentlemen,  that  we  are  not  authorized  to 

Sssa  resolution  patting  a  construction  upon  the 
>Dsiituiion.  On  this  subject;  by  the  Constitution 
we  are  made  jwlges  of  the  qualifications  of  the 
members  of  this  House.  If  so,  we  are  necessarily 
judees  of  their  disqualification  also.  One  power 
im^ies  the  Other.  I  therefore  have  no  difficulty  on 
this  score.  The  simple  question  is,  in  mr  mind, 
whether  a  contractor  is  an  officer  under  tne  Coa- 
atituiioo?    My  own  opinion  is  decidedly  in  the 


negative — an  opinion  formed  after  the  moN  ma- 
ture reflection.  I  can  appeal  to  vou,  sir,  that  I 
have  sought  after  truth  on  this  sunjeet  with  is- 
dustrr ;  and  I  can  appeal  to  other  raembera  to 
attest  my  having  contemplated  early  in  the  ses- 
sion the  ofieringa  resolution  as  the  foundation  of 
a  law,  to  give  effect  to  the  object  of  the  gentlemaa 
from  ViTgioia  to  declare  void  any  contract  made 
by  any  officer  under  this  Government  with  any 
member  of  either  House.  So  far  I  aA  prepared 
to  ^0^  if  any  member  shall  introduce  sucfa  a  pro- 
position. The  passage  of  such  a  law  will  remove 
the  inconvenience  which  might  arise  from  inter- 
feriog  decisions  made  ia  this  House  at  difierent 


and  will  prevent  the  existence  of  a  diSei- 
ent  rule  in  the  two  btanchesof  the  Legislature. 

Mr.  SuiLiE  said  he  heartily  concurred  in  c^^ 
ion  with  those  gentlemen  who  aonsidered  an  nnioa 
of  a  contract  with  a  seat  on  this  fioor  as  h^hly 
improper.  BCiI  that  was  not  the  qocstton  under 
consideration.  It  was  simply,  how  far  they  were 
authorized  by  the  Constitution  to  take  the  covrie 
now  recommended.  Every  man  attending  to  that 
Constitution,  would  see  that  it  had  two  ^reat  ob- 
jects in  view.  One  was  to  promote  the  interorta 
of  the  community:  the  other  to  protect  the  rigfab 
of  individuals.  But  these  duties  were  equity 
sacred.  Was  it  then  proper,  in  maintaining  the 
one,  to  sacrifice  the  other?  To  avoid  ScvDa  bat 
strike  on  Charyfadis?  He  wished  to  Ood  the 
Constitution  had  excluded  contractors;  but  as  it 
had  given  them  a  right  in  common  with  the  citi- 
zens of  the  United  States  to  a  seat  on  that  floor 
in  case  they  were  elected,  he  could  not  ia  con- 
science do  anything  which  would  take  away 
those  rights.  It  did  not  belong  to  that  Hoas^ 
previous  to  the  existence  of  a  partictilar  cas^  to 
make  a  general  declaration.  When  a  pajticulaT 
case  was  brourhi  forward  it  would  be  time  enoiq^ 
to  take  the  soEject  under  consideration. 

Mr.  BiowBLL  said,  before  he  gave  his  rote,  Im 
would  concisely  state  the  rea  ons  which  would 
ioQuence  him  in  giving  it  This  was  not  a  mere 
question  of  policy,  but  a  question  that  implicated 
tke  Constitution.  It  was  their  duty  to  decide, 
not  what  the  Coast  j  tat  ion  ought  to  be,  boiwhat  it 
was.  However  it  might  or  might  not  conform  to 
their  abstract  idea,  they  were  nevertheless  boaad 
by  it.  The  resolution  says  a  contractor  is  an  offi- 
".er  within  the  meaning  of  the  Constitution.  1& 
ilucidating  this  point,  the  Constitution  must  be 
lur  guide.  The  clause  of  the  Constitution  relied 
upon  i*,  that  "no  person  holding  any  ofiici  tulder 
the  United  States,  shall  be  a  member  of  either 
House  during  his  continuance  in  office."  To  say 
that  a  contractor  is  an  officer  is  giving  a  new  sw- 
ification  to  the  words  contractor  or  officer.  He 
considered  both  words  to  be  as  well  understood, 
and  to  have  as  defiiate  ineanings  as  any  other 
words  in  the  Baglish  language.  Th*re  is  a  Cw 
siitotjooal  defiattion  of  the  word  officer  in  ill* 
third  section  of  the  second  article  of  the  Cotsti' 
tution,  which  provides  that  the  I^^ident  "sball 
commission  all  the  officers  of  the  United  Stales." 
Here  then  is  a  Consiitutional  d^nition  of  what 
is  meant  by  a  person  holding  an  office,  jiz:  a  pa- 
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son  commissi oDed  hj  the  president.    A  eipuiTautor 


Bf  deciding  tl 
an  officer,  it  will  ))e  decided  that  do  coatraclor 
c'ould  be  appointed  wiihoifi  being  commissioaed 
by  the  President.  This  would  be  eiteoding  the 
doctrine  a  length  to  which  it  had  never  b«en  car- 
ried. Furtbei:,  it  is  provided,  that  the  President, 
Vice  Preaiden,:,  ^nd  other  officers  of  the  Govern- 
meot,  shall  take  an  oath  to  support  the  Coostitu- 
\X>)0  of  the  United  States.  la  there  any  such  re- 
quisition, or  has  it  been  usual  to  require  such  an 
mth  from  contraclorst  Under  this  view  oflhe 
subject,  and  conceiving  himself  bound  hy  the 
o%th  which  he  had  taken  to  support  the  Consii- 
tuiion,  be  could  not  in  conscience  agree  to  the 
resolution,  whatever  evils  it  might  bare  for  its 

Mr.  Rhea  (of  Tennessee)  said  tbis  was  an  ab- 
stract qnestioD,  in  ibe  affirmative  of  which  he  was 
not  prepared  to  vole.  There  were  abstract  reasons 
which  induced  him  to  vote  against  the  resolution. 
He  said  be  was  averse  (o  assume  from  the  Con- 
stitution of  the  United  Slates,  what  was  not  ez- 
pr^y  declared  thereto. 

IJe  was  not  willing  to  go  on,  by  a  principle  of 
construction,  until  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States  was  made  anything  or  nothing.  There 
was  a  djiy  when  the  principle  of  construction  was 
r^nrobated,  and  now,  having  a  seat  in  this  bonor- 
abte  House,  he  was  not  willing  to  revive  that 
principle.  He  said  he  was  determined  to  vote 
B^inst  the  rerioluiion. 

Mr.  J.  Randolpb  admitted  that  this  might  be, 
as  he  was  convinced  it  was  with  manygentte- 
n^en,  and  hoped  it  was  with  all,  a  question  admit- 
ting of  a  fair  difference  of  opiuion.  It  was  a  ques- 
tion that  respected  the  construction  of  the  Con- 
sljiuilon  of  th^  United  Slates.  The  point  ip  issue, 
wifether  a  contr,actor  is  or  is  not  an  officer  of  the 
Pnifed  States,  bad  be«n  setaside  by  being  b^ged. 
Oeiitlemen  argue  a«  if  it  was  proposed  to,  add  a 
II«W  qqalificatioD  to  holding  a  aeat  on  this  floor, 
-when  in  imtb,  no  such  oueaiioD  existed ;  the  only 
question  was,  whether  there  was  "an  existing  dia- 
qualifipati  '   ""  r- 


1 


ell  up  to  n 

ODstltUtI  Ij) 

iifdeQpiie  ^ 

those  roei  le 

duties  of.  I  tie 

dfctum  61  w 

afe  foreig  (tt 

appointed  |S 

many  as  W 

money  at  er 

tl»e  Posu  _  d, 

Wii)g  let  to  the  lowest  bidder,  I  believe  it  would 
he  difficult  to  establish  the  allegation.  1  under- 
stand that  that  is  not  the  princi^e  on  which  they 
have  been  let  out.  We  are  told  that  a  contract  u 
nothing  but  a  bargain,    It  certainly  is  a  bargaia. 


But  suppose  the  office  of  Postmaster  General,  as 
tbal  seems  in  this  debaietohaveensased  so  much 
of  the  BiteniioQ  of  gentlemen,  should  oe  let  to  the 
lowest  bidder;  would  the  person  that  discharged 
those  duties  be  less  an  officer  of  ibe  United  States) 
There  is  one  office  which  I  believe  is  always  let 
to  the  lowest  bidder— a  common  executioner. 
Who  is  he!  The  deputy  of  the  sheriff:  and  ^ 
ad  hoc,  he  is  as  much  an  officer  as  the  superior 
wbo  employs  biro. 
What  do  we  propose  to  do?  To  give  a  con- 
'  n  to  the  Coosiiiution  which  is  to  operate 

House  only,  and  which  is  not  to  govern 

the  other  House.  They  are  as  much  the  judges 
of  the  qualifications  of  their  own  inembers,  as  wo 
are  of  the  qualifications  of  ours.  And  although 
the  gentleman  from  Georgia  is  onwilliDg  a  dif- 
fereni  principle  should  obtain  in  the  two  Housesj 
and  although  I  should  be  glad  that  a  proper  prin- 
ciple should  be  applied  to  Doth,  and  should,  tbere- 


be  willing  that  such  a  principle  should  be 
fixed  by  law;  I  am  not,  iheietore,  for  abaodooing 
that,  which  we  have  an  indisputable  right  to  do, 
a  right  to  judge  of  the  (qualifications  of  our  own 
members,  in  hopeofobiainingibat  which  we  may 
never  accomplish.  But  let  me  ask  those  gentle- 
men wbo  profess  themselves  willing  to  aid  us  in 
framing  a  law  upon  tbis  subject,  how  on  tbeir 
own  principle,  a  law  can  be  framed  to  do  that  by 
law  which  cannot,  as  they  say,  be  done  under  tM 
Conatitulion?  If  the  Constitution  does  not  au- 
thorize such  a  step,  much  less  will  it  be  author- 
ized by  our  laws. 

Mr.  Eluer  said  it  was  perfectly  clear  to  him, 
that  the  members  of  that  House  were  not  at  liberty 
to  vote  for  the  resolution  uoder  consideration. 
Both  common  sense  and  the  Oonsiiiuiion  forbade 
considering  a  contract  in  the  light  of  an  office, 
and  he  had  never  before  heard  it  contended  that 
(hey  were  equivalent  terms.  He  would  cordially 
give  his  vole  for  any  law  which  could  be  consti* 
lutionally  passed,  to  get  rid  of  specolatioo  and 
corruption  of  anysort,  but  the  oath  which  he  had 
taken  to  support  the  Coosiituiion  limited  his 
power,  which  be  could  not  transcend. 

Mr.  Kellt  said  be  would  concisely  assign 
the  reasons  which  would_  induce  bim  to  vole 


iboriied  tHem.    In 


ig  the  Constitutioa 
Though  it  bad  been 
atiempied  to  be  s^own  that  a  contractor  and  an 
officer  were  one  and  the  same,  be  believed  they 
ware  very  distinct  things.    A  contractor  rr  -  - -- 
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BO  authority  frooa  Gorernment ;  his 
derired  from  an  officer,  and  all  the  power  he  pos- 
■essed  was  derived  from  him,  WDO  was  only 
ameoable  foi  the  performaace  of  the  duly  to  ihe 
persaD  who  appointed  bira.  A  CDntra[;tor  could 
not,  thertfore,  be  considered  as  an  officer  under 
the  ConsiiiulioD,  ameiiable  to  the  United  States. 

Several  alltisians,  said  Mr.  K.,  have  been  made 
to  caieg  which  have  occurred  under  the  Postmas- 
ter Qeneral,  but  until  these  shall  be  particularly 
Kioud  out,  it  will  be  impossible  for  us  to  decide 
w  we  are  to  act.  I  believe  that  it  does  not  be 
come  this  House  to  pass  declaratory  acta  relative 
to  the  Coostitution.  It  ought,  in  my  opinion  to 
■land  on  its  own  foaling;  and  every  case  thai  is 
presented  ouehl  to  be  decided^  not  by  a  declaratory 
acl,  bat  by  the  Coastitution  itself.  My  colleague 
says  that  the  judges  of  the  federal  as  well  as  State 
courts  take  aa  oaih  as  well  as  we  do,  to  support 
the  Constitution ;  and  that,  notwithstanding  luey 
are  in  the  daily  habit  of  coostruing  ibe  Constitu- 
tion. But  there  is  a  wide  differeoce  between  their 
dvcidJDg  particular  cases  which  property  come 
before  them,  and  this  House  goiiig  into  a  general 
declaretioa  without  any'  such  particular  case. 
Would  the  judgea  undertake  to  declare  the  mean- 
ing of  the  ConstiiuiioD  without  the  exisieoce  of 
a  particular  case  calling  for  their  decision  1  So 
that  Ihe  very  thing  which  the  House  is  about 
doing,  hat  been  invariably  avoided  by  the  judges. 

Mr.  Dawbon  observed  that  when  the  resolution 
was  offered,  he  had  voted  for  it,  because  he  ap- 
proved the  principle  on  which  it  was  founded.  He 
abould  DOW  be  obliged  to  vote  against  it,  because 
it  leaded  to  curtail  the  privileges  of  the  House. 
If  a  cooiracior  had  constitutionally  oo  right  to  a 
seat  in  the  House,  the  proper  way  was  to  lake  up 
tfaecaseandactdirectlyuponit.  He  believed  that 
such  a  case  did  exist,  and  be  was  ready  to  say  if 
there  were  any  members  who  received  money 
from  the  public,  they  ought  not  to  hold  a  seal  on 
that  floor. 

The  qaesiion  was  then  taken  bf  yeas  and  nays 
on  agreeing  to  the  resolution — yeas  35,  nays  86,  as 
follows: 

Yiii — Evga  Alexander,  Borwell  Basset,  George  M. 
Bedingn,  ChHitopbei  Clark,  Joseph  Clay,  Matthew 
Clay,  Etiu  £aile,  Junes  M.  Gimett,  Edwin  Gray, 
Waiter  Jonei.MiUiaalLeib,  William  McCreeTy.Thom- 
•I  Moore,  Thomas  Newton,  jun.,  John  RHnJolph.ThoiD- 
•■  M.  Rudolph,  John  R«b,  of  Peniuylvania,  Thomu 
Sandford,  Martin  G.Schuneman,  Bamuel  Smith,  Thom- 
as Spalding,  Richard  Stanford,  Philip  R.  ThompKin, 
David  R.  Williuni,  and  Richard  Winn. 

HiTt — Willis  Alston.  J nnior,  Jowpb  Barker,  Silos 
Belton,  Bainabas  Bidorell,  William  Blackledga,  John 
Blake,  jun.,  Thomas  Blount,  Robert  Biown,  William 
Butler,  George  W.  Campbell,  John  Campbell,  John 
Ohandler.  Marlin  Chitlenilen,  John  ClaitMme,  John 
Cloploa,  Frederick  Conrad,  Orchard  Cookjacob  Cniwn- 
inahield,  Richard  Cults,  Ena  Darby,  John  Davenport, 
JDQ.,  John  Daivw>n,  William  Dickaon,  Peter  Early, 
James  Elliot,  Caleb  Ellis,  Ebenezer  Ehner,  William 
Elv,  John  W.  Eppes,  William  Findley,  James  Fisk, 
John  Fa»l«r,  Chailea  Ooldsboroiigh,  Petenon  Good- 
Wjn,  Andrew  Gregg,  Iiaiah  L.  Green,  Sitas  Hals^y, 
John  Hamilton,  8eth  Hastings,  William  Helma,  David 


Holmes,  David  Hough.  John  G.  Jackson,  James  Kelly, 
Nehemiah  Knight,  Joseph  Lewis,JQn.,'DunoDMacFai- 
land,  Josiah  Masters,  Pficbolss  R.  Moore,  JerBmiah 
Morron,  John  Moirotv,  GurJan  8.  Mumrord,  Jeremiah 
Nelson, Roger  Nelson, Gideon  Ohn.  Timothy  Pitkin.jon. 
John  Pugh,  Josiah  Quincy,  John  Rhea,  of  Tenneaoee, 
John  Rtusel],  Peter  Ssillj,  Ebenezer  Beaver,  Immm 
Bloan,  John  Smilie,  John  Smith,  Henry  Southard,  Jo- 
seph Stanton,  Wilham  Stedman.  Samuel  Taggait,  Ben- 
JBioin  Tallmadge,  Samuel  Tenney,  David  Thomaa, 
Thomas  W.ThompHin,  Uri  Tracy,  Abram  Trigg,  Phittp 
Van  Cortlandt,  Killian  K.  Van  Rensselaer.  Joiej^  B. 
Vamuto,  Feleg  Wadswoith,  Jidm  WhitetuU,  Robert 
WbitebUl,  Elipbalet  Wickea,  Mamsduke  Williams, 
Nathan  Williams,  Alexander  Wilaon,  and  Joarah 
Winston. 

So  the  resolution  was  lost. 

rnUING  BOUNTY. 

Mr.  CBOWNiNBBiBLn,  from  the  Committee  <d 
Commerce  and  Manufactures,  to  whom  was  refer- 
red, by  the  House  of  Representatives,  the  petition 
of  Jonathan  Very,  of  Salem,  in  the  State  of  Sia*- 
sachusettj,  made  (he  following  report : 

The  petitioner,  in  the  year  1800,  was  the  owner  at 
the  schooner  Gdmnnd,  of  the  borden  of  GAy-one  Ions. 
This  vessel  was  licensed  for  employment  in  the  cad 
fishery,  and  sailed  on  her  voyage  the  twenty-fiiat  day 
of  June,  and  returned  to  Salem  on  the  ninth  day  of  An- 
gnst,  with  a  fiue  offish,  of  three  hundred  and  sevens- 
two  quintals.  Bbe  departed  on  the  second  voyage,  the 
twentj-Grat  day  of  August;  and  after  being  employed  in 
the  cod  fishery,  and  having  caught  upwards  offing  quin- 
tals of  fish,  on  the  ninth  day  of  Septeiober,  ensuing, 
the  said  vessel  met  with  a  severe  storm,  shipped  a  sea, 
and  was  so  wrecked  that  the  crew  deserted  her,  and 
she,  with  her  whole  cargo  of  fish  and  salt,  was  thereby 
totally  lost.  Inconsequenceof  this  lo«,the  petitioner 
and  the  crew  of  said  schooner  were  deprived  of  the 
I  bounty  money  allowed  under  the  existing  Isws  for  the 
I  enoouragement  of  the  Gsbery,  in  lien  of  the  drawback 
on  the  salt  consamed  In  making  the  fish.  The  peti- 
tioner prays  that  he  and  the  crew  of  said  schooner  may 
receive  the  same  bounty,  which,  in  the  event  of  a  anc- 
ceaafiil  voyage,  they  would  have  been  entitled  to,  or  enth 
pvoporttoa  thereof  as  may  be  deemed  ptop&r. 

The  committee  are  satisfied  that  the  duty  paid  la 
the  United  States,  on  the  quantity  of  salt  eipoitad  in 
the  Bcbooaer  Edmund,  amouniad  u  an  sqnel  sum  with 
the  bounty  prayed  to  be  allowed  by  ihe  petitioner;  it 
might,  theretbre,  at  the  first  view,  seem  reaaooaUa  to 
grant  the  prayer  of  the  petitioner  ;  bat,  on  the  otha 
hand,  the  existing  law  only  namnts  the  payment  i4 
the  boun^  to  fishing  vessels  actually  employed  during 
four  monthi  of  the  fishing  season ;  that  is  accounud  (a 
be  from  the  first  day  of  March  to  the  first  day  ofDe- 
cember,  in  every  year.  This  schooner  was  at  sea,  and 
actually  engaged  in  the  fishing  bnsinen,  for  seven^ 
days  only,  during  the  two  voyages.  She  was  not  em- 
ployed longer  than  that  time  before  she  was  lost,  and 
abandoned  by  the  crew.  No  provinon  eiista,  in  Ike 
law  for  the  encouragement  of  the  fisbariea,  whict  is 
csknlated  to  meet  a  ease  similarly  drcumstaticed.  It 
contemplates  the  employment  <rf'  a  fiatiing  veaed,  b* 
the  period  of  four  months,  and  leaves  no  diaemiaa  M 
be  exercised  by  the  officers  of  the  customs,  b  a  nfn- 
larly  licensed  fishing  vessel  ia  lost,  or  ebipwrecked,  at 
any  time  within  the  tour  months,  as  the  law  nowstandt, 
Ihe  bonnty  cannot  be  paid.    The  committee  eoiwidsr 
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Ais  u  a  hud^ip  upon  the  fithennen,  and  the  ownera  of 
Sihing  Teraels.  It  wddIJ  certainly  be  an  equitable  ai- 
nngstnent  U>  allow  them  to  receive  »ach  proportion  of  the 
boanty,  h  Lhe  time  employed,  previoaa  to  uie  Iom  of  ^e 
VBBSl.  might  bear  to  the  foai  montha ;  and  where  the 
naeel  ahould  be  entirety  loat,  with  Itae  crew,  it  would 
b«  only  ■  liui  uid  jnat  encouragement  to  the  cod  fiah- 
•ry,  if  the  full  bounty  was  paid  ;  and  luch  ■  proTiibn 
could  not  be  contidered  a*  operating  iajuiiously  la  the 
rerattne,  ai  the  bounty  ia  allowed  in  lieu,  of  the  draw- 
back to  which  the  aatt  used  in  curing  fiah  would  be  en- 
titled, Qpaa  lla  exportation  out  of  the  United  State*. 

The  committee,  however,  are  not  permitted  to  varf 
the  Uw  to  suit  each  individua]  case.  A  mere  infor- 
mality, umnlentionally  committed,  might  aometime* 
be  dlapenaed  with  ;  but,  .where  the  principal  provinon 
of  the  taw  ii  not  complied  with,  there  can  be  no  rea- 
■an  to  induce  ConTreaa  to  fluctuate  in  its  deciaiona,  ac- 
cording to  the  nrioua  appUcations  or  liews  of  individ- 
nala,  who  may  feel  themaelvea  injured. 

Under  all  the  circumatances  stated  in  this  ease,  (al- 
thoogh  the  committee  are  ftally  senaible  that  the  loes 
fcUa  peenliariy  hard  on  the  petitioner,)  they  are  of  the 
opinion  tlul,  aa  the  taw  now  atandi,  it  wonld  be  im< 
proper  to  allow  the  bonn^  asked  for  by  the  petitiDner ; 
aid  therefore  recommend,  thai  h«  ha«e  lesTe  to  witb- 
draw  hia  petition,  and  the  document!  accompaayiiig 

The  report  wft«  agreed  to. 

Saturvat,  March  29. 

Mr.  Thdhab  M.  Randolpb,  from  the  comiDit- 
Me  appointed  on  the  fiflh  iDaianl,  presented,  ac- 
cordiDff  to  order  a  bill  cODCeroins  the  public 
^roDDOg  within  the  limits  of  the  city  of  Wash- 
ington, ia  the  District  of  Columbia;  which  waa 
read  twice,  aod  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
whole  Home  on  MoDday  next. 

Mr.  Dawson,  from  the  Committee  appointed 
Ofi  the  fourteeatb  instaoi,  presented  a  bill  aathor- 
ising  the  proprietors  of  squares  and  lots  in  the 
€it)r  of  WasfaiagiOD,  lo  have  the  same  subdivided 
and  admitted  to  record ;  which  waa  read  twice, 
and  commilied  lo  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on 
Tuesday  next. 

Mr.  Jackson,  from  the  committee  appointed  on 
the  tweotj-third  of  December  last,  presented  a 
ImII  supplementary  to  the  act,  entitled  "An  act  to 
extend  I nriadictioD,  in  certain  cases,  to  the  Terri- 
torial Courts;"  which  was  read  twice,  and  com- 
miilrd  to  the  Comaaittee  of  the  Whole  to  whom 
was  committed  on  the  eighteenth  iDstaai,  the  bill 
lo  provide  for  the  adjustment  of  titles  of  land  in 
the  Territory  of  Michigan,  and  for  other  parposes. 

Mr.  Jaokboh,  from  the  aame  comtnittee,  pre- 
sented a  bill  toamend  the  act,  entitled  "An  act  to 
divide  the  Indiana  Territory  into  two  aeparale 
Qo*  era  men  to,  and  for  other  purposes;"  which 
waa  rrad  twice,  and  committed  to  the  Committee 
of  the  Whole  to  whom  was  committed,  on  the 
eighteenth  ioatani.  the  bill  to  provide  for  the  ad- 

Caiment  of  tbe  tines  of  land  in  the  Territory  of 
ichigan,  and  for  other  purposes. 

PBTITION  OF  J08IAH  H.  WEBB. 
Mr.J.  C.Smitb,  from  the  Committee fif  Claim!!, 
lo  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Joaiah  H. 
Wabl^  made  the  following  report : 


Fort  Stoddert,  waa  shot  ttuough  the  tKidy  by  ac 
Bon  unknown.  He  ia  now  in  a  languishing  condition, 
under  the  care  of  the  commanding  officer  at  Fort  Stod- 
dert, destitute  of  the  means  of  preaentaubaiatence;  and, 
from  the  nature  of  the  wound,  it  is  not  probable  he 
wHl  be  able  to  provide  tor  hia  future  auppoii. 

A  letter  from  the  Poatmaster  Genera]  addreaeed  In 
the  Committee,  and  accompanying  thia  report,  confirms 
the  foregoing  etatemont,  and  recommends  the  petition- 
er'a  case  to  the  humane  protiaion  of  Congreaa.  And 
when  it  ia  considered  that  the  petitioner  ia  now  within 
the  eiclusive  juriadiction  of  the  Government  of  the 
United  States,  in  a  part  of  tbe  country  where  no  regu- 
lations are  yet  adopted  [or  the  support  of  thepoor ;  that 
he  ia  under  the  immediate  charge  of  an  ameer  of  Iba 
Government,  who  must  either  permit  the  petitioner  to 
Buffer  for  nant  of  the  necessaiiea  of  life,  or  maiatain 
him  at  hia  own  private  eipenae,  there  can  l>e  hltle  doubt 
that  it  is  the  duty  of  the  National  Legislature  to  extend 
its  aid  to  an  individual  thus  circumstanced. 

Of  the  nature  and  extent  of  the  relief  which  ought 
to  be  afforded  to  tbe  petitioner,  your  Committee  are  not 
yet  fully  advised  i  at  present  thejrespectfiilly  submit  to 
the  House  the  following  general  resolutioii : 

Rooked,  That  the  prayer  of  the  petitioner  iareaaoD- 
able,  and  ought  to  be  granted. 

Ordered,  That  a  bill  or  bills  be  brought  in,  pur- 
uani  to  the  said  refolutiou,  and  that  tbe  Commit-' 
tee  of  Claims  do  prepareand  bring  in  thesame. 

AMENDMEIVT8  TO  THE  CONSTITUTION. 

Mr.  Newton  alluded  to  the  fate  experienced 
yesterday  by  the  resolution  declaring  theteoare 
of  a  seat  in  the  House  incompatible  with  the  hold- 
ine  a  contract  under  the  Oovernment  of  the  Uni- 
ted Stales.  From  the  fate  experienced  by  thia 
resolution,  he  said  be  was  inauced  to  oner  an 
amendment  to  the  Constitution  which  be  consid- 
ered as  of  great  imporlaoce.  He  said  he  would 
wish  to  see  an  American  Congress  composed  of 
very  differeot  materials  from  a  British  Parliament. 
He  did  not  wish  to  see  contractors  on  that  floor. 
When  the  Members  of  that  House  came  to  per- 
form the  duties  of  the  people,  they  should  pass 
themselves  into  oblivion.  No  suspicion  ought  to 
atlBcb  to  them.  To  preserve  the  character  of  tbe 
Representative  body  from  reproach,  he  had  pra- 

rred  an  amendment  to  the  Conaiitulion  which 
would  submit  to  the  House. 

The  amendment  was  then  read,  as  follows: 

*■  That  no  person,  holding  a  contract  under  the  Qov- 
emment  of  the  United  States,  or  who  shall,  directly  or 
indirectly  participate  in  the  emolumenta  of  such  con- 
tract, absll  Im  capable  of  holding  a  aeat  in  the  Senate 
or  Honae  of  Repreaentatives  of  the  United  States." 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Tbohas  said  he  wished  to  submit  a  resolu- 
tion, also  to  amend  the  Constitution.  Ii  was  for 
the  purpose  of  diklriciing  tbe  several  States,  for 
the  choice  of  Electors  of  President  and  Vice  Pres- 
ident by  the  people. 

He  said  be  had  had  the  resolution  for  sometime 
in  his  drawer, waitini 
to  bring  the  subject  i 
that  the  present  waa  the  auspicious  moment  to 
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call  ihe  aiteaiioo  of  Congreas  aDd  ihe 
aller  that  sacred  ioBtrunieat,  for  he  beltered  it 
ought  not  to  be  approached  witb  inaovations,  but 
for  BlroDg  and  cogent  reasons;  nor  then,  only 
the  public  mind  wa.^  free  from  CQllisioo,  an 
embarrassed  with  oiber  questions  of  great  a: 
al  policy.  However,  as  several  propositions  for 
ameodments  were  before  them,  if  tney  were  called 
npon  at  this  time  to  consider  any,  be  wished  to 
draw  the  attention  of  the  House  to  one  which 
experience  had  prored  to  be  really  necessary  aad 
proper. 

The  object  of  districting  the  Slate,  and  Testing 
the  choice  of  Electors  of  President  and  Vice  Pres- 
ident in  the  people,  was  one  which  he  had  fre- 
Sieotly  urged  and  advocated  ii)  the  I^egiilature  ol 
e  StatQ  which  he  had  the  honor,  in  part,  to  rep- 
lesent,  under  the  Constiiutioo  as  it  now  stands, 
vhich.  left  it  optional  with. the  Slate  LegisUture, 
either  to  a^ipoint  the  Electors  themselres,  or  to  rest 
their  election  with  the  people  at  large.  Indeed, 
be  laid,  he  always  did  think,  and  still  thought, 
that  the  mode  of  choosiog  Blecturs  for  tbe  Cbief 
Magistrate  of  this  country,  ought  to  be  by  the 
people,  and  that,  too,  in  an  uniform  mode  through- 
out nhe  United  States.  This,  be  considered  tbe 
only  proper  way  to  obtain  a  fair  expression  of  the 
public  will  in  the  choice  of  this  highly  responsible 
officer ;  and  in  order  to  have  this  subject  before  the 
House,  he  would  submit  the  following  resolutioq  : 

"That  the  Sta(«LapB[stari»  shall,  from  time  to  time, 
diTide  each  State  into  dietrictB,  equal  to  the  whole  num- 
from  each  Stale, 
;  and  shall  direct 
Uie  node  of  chaMing  an  Etecloi  of  Preodent  and 
Vice  Preitdeat  in  each  of  the  aaid  districts,  who  shall 
be  choMn  b;  citizens  haiing  tbe  qualiScalians  requisite 
for  electors  of  the  most  numerous  brancb  of  tbe  8t»te 
LegiaiatniB,  and  that  the  districts  so  to  be  constituted, 
shall  consist,  Bs  nearly  as  ma;  be,  of  contiguotu  terri- 
torj,  and  of  proportion  of  population,  except  where 
thne  may  be  an;  detached  portion  of  territory,  not  of 
itaelf  sufficient  to  form  a  district,  which  shall  then  be 
annexed  to  some  other  portion  nearest  thereto ;  which 
districts,  wben  so  divided,  shatl  remain  unalterable  un- 
lit a  new  conaoi  of  the  United  States  shall  be  taken." 

Laid  on  the  table. 

FOREIGN  AGGRESSIONS. 

Mr.  pABA.— Mr.  Speaker,  il  is  well  known,  sir, 
how  highly  the  public  expectation  has  been  ex- 
cited with  respect  to  the  proceedings  of  Qongtess. 
Befpie  ve  Bsaerahled.iD  this  pitice  there  existed  a 
atroqg  sentioient  of  indignation,  in  consequence 
of  the  injqrjes  and  indignities  accutoulated  qpon 
the  United.  States.  The  language  of  the  Presi- 
dent's GO  mm  in  I  cation  to  Congress  at  the  Q{KDing 
of  the  session  corresponded  to  this  tone  of  the 
public  mind.  The  sentiment  has  been  decidedly 
manifested  in  the  memorials  laid  before  Congress 
from  different  parts  of  the  Union.  The  frequency 
of  our  deliberations  in  conclave,  the  speeches  de- 
livered in  public,  the  conversations  of  geotlemen 
without  the  bar,  all  might  be  mentioned  as  evin 
cive  of  Ihe  general  conviction,  that  tbe  $tate  of 

£uhlic  affairs  imperiously  required  something  to 
a  done;  something  adequate  to  the  exigencies  of 


our  peculiar  siiuation;  somtt)tii|g  wpnhj  of.  the 
moderation.  Ihe  firmness,  and  tbe  wladom,  which 
should  chaiacterixe  the  Kepresentaiives  of  a  free, 
enlighteceit,  and  magqanimous  people. 

From  the  interesting  nature  and  magnitude  of 
the  subjects  on  which  the  Ftetident  has  given  ns 
■□formation  ;  from  the  general  character  of  the 
measures  which  he  has  officially  recbmmendrd  to 
our  consideration,  a  serious  weight  of  responsi- 
bility has  been  devolved  upon  this  House;  and. 
an  ample  portion  of  it,  in  my^  apprebeosioo,  hits 
rested  on  those  members  npon  whom,  Ine  minage- 
ment  of  business  has  been  more  especially  de- 
volved in  the  course  of  political  events,  and  b) 
the  peculiar  circtim^tances  of  the  time.  Tbe  ses- 
sion has  now  conliniied,  for  mofe  tbap  sixieea 
weeks.  During  this  time  the  geatlemen  have  h^ 
opportunity  tx)  present.fnr  ou|r  considWatioit  sact^ 
measures  as  they  have  thought  proper  for  litK^- 
aiing  the  country  from  evus  vrhich  are  expe- 
rienced, and  for  guarding  it  against  sucii  u  are  to 
be  apprehended.  After  all  the  pnlience  of  expec- 
tation, during  so  long  a  period,  m  waitiag  for  the 
genttemeq  to  develope  whatever  of  system  they 
may  have  formed  or  adopted  for  the  publie  wet- 
fare,  I  hope  it  will  not  he  judged  improper  if  I 
now  request  your  attention  to  some  of  the  subjects 
which  have  not  been  considered  in  the  House, 
although  they  are  mentioned  in  the  PrcsideDi't 
communication,  and  are  perhaps  not  less  imme- 
diately interesting  than  otlierB,  aboal  which  there 
has  been  so  much  said  in  the  form  of  pQblic 

With  tbe  exception  of  the  reference  to  a&irs 
with  several  Indian  tribes,  and  the  measures  for 
exploring  certain  parts  of  the  interior  of  this  con- 
tinent, the  communication  of  the  President  prin- 
regards  our  foreign  relations.  He  gives 
rmation  of  the  state  of  a&irs  with  the 
Powers  of  Barbaryi  but  no  difficultJes  on  that 
coait  are  mentioned  as  requiring  the  particulni 
attention  of  Congress.  The  prominent  lopioa  aie 
our  relations  wiLti  some  of  the  greaiN  Powers  of 
Eorcpe.    With  them  we  have  questions  ot  seri- 


ci  pally  r* 


We  have  controTeraies,  nomioallf,  with  SfMin, 

on  acoonnt  of  territorial  claims  and  aggressions. 

and  fbr  spoliations  dnring  the  fbrmer  war.    With 

respect  to  these,  we  have  done  nothing  in  publie. 

Of  what  has  been,  done  in  seecet,  I  at»tato  fisB 

speaking,  as  the  majority  of  the  House  has  not 

yet  consented,  to  remove  the  veil  which  bides  the 

proceedings  in  conclav*  from  the  eyes  of  the 

people. 

Between  this  country  and  Orent  Britain  there 

e  serious  questions  relative  to  the  impressment 

seamen,  and  tbe  trade  with  colonies  of  her  eoe- 

ies.    With  a  view  to  these  questions  we  hart 

id  various  proposiilons  before  us,  and  the  House 

has  adopted  suoh  as  undoubtedly  seemed  lo  the 

aiajority  most  advisable. 

But  among  all  the  propoutions  and  resolutions 
which  have  been  laid  on  your  table,  not  one  has 
contained  any  provision  relative  to  some  of  the 
grossest  outrages  mentinned  in  the  President's 
Message;  outmgea  eoounitted  bjr  peraona  nodet 
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the  &»na  of  various  belligerent  Powers,  the  British, 
the  French,  the  Spani^.  I  speak  of  outrages  at 
the  eoirance  of  our  harbors,  on  oar  coasts,  and  ' 
the  West  Indies : 

"  Our  eoutfl  have  been  infested,  >nd  onr  harbors 
witched  bj  private  armed  veeiieli,  some  of  them  wi 
oat  commiuioai,  some  with  illegal  comminiana.  olben 
with  tboM  of  legal  fbrm.  but  cammitling  piratical  ac 
beyond  the  anthoriljof  their  commiaaioni.    Theyha' 
c^ttured,  in  the  very  entrance  of  our  harbors,  as  w< 
as  on  the  high  seas,  not  only  the  vessel*  of  oar  friends 
coming  to  trade  wiUi  us,  but  our  own  also.    They  have 
carried  them  off,  under  pretence  of  legal  adjudication ; 
bnt,  not  daring  to  approach  a  court  of  jus^ce,  they 
have  plundered  and  sunk  them  by  the  way,  or  in  ob- 
scure  places  where  no  eridence  could  arise  against 
them,  maltreated  the  crews,  sod  abandoned  them,  in 
boats  in  the  open  sea  or  on  desert  shores,  without  food 
or  covering.    These  enormities  appearing  to  be  un- 
reached bj  any  control  of  their  Sovereigns,  I  found  It 
necessary  to  equip  a  Ibrce  to  cruise  within  our  own 
seas;  to  acTEtt  all  veseels  of  these  descriptioni  found 
hovering  on  our  coasts,  within  the  limits  of  the  Golf 
■tream,  and  to  bring  the  offenders  in  for  trial  as  pirates. 

"The  same  system  of  hovering  on  our  eoaata  and 
hatbon,  under  color  of  seeking  enemies,  has  been  also 
carried  on  by  public  armed  ships,  to  the  great  annoy- 
ance and  oppression  of  onr  commerce." 

Such  is  the  language  of  the  Presideut.  Some 
redress  for  theso  enormities  js  demanded  by  a  re- 
cant to  national  hoaor,  justice,  interest,  humanitf. 
What  redress  is  provided?  Oo  this  subject  the 
gentlemen  havedooe  nothing,  proposed  nothing, 
donbilesa  because  their  factiltjes  have  been  ao 
much  absorbed  in  other  considerations  which 
they  deemed  iraportaol. 

On  examining  the  documenia  before  the  House, 
the  injuries,  the  insult-i,  the  barbarities,  which  are 
mentioond  by  the  President  in  general  terms,  will 
be  seen  to  have  been  too  fully  realized  in  detail. 
You  have  decisive  proof  of  the  atrocious  practices 
in  the  West  Indies.  Permit  me  to  turn  your  at- 
tention but  to  a  single  page  of  the  official  docu- 
nteniB.  In  a  letter  of  the  7th  of  June,  iSOS,  from 
Mr.  Blakely,  our  Consul  at  St.  Jago,  in  Cuba,  we 
hate  this  information:  "Since the  last  evacaitioo 
'  of  Hif  paniola,  more  than  one  thousand  American 
'  leamea  have  been  landed  in  this  port,  most  of 
'  them  without  clothes,  and  alt  of  tnem  without 
'  any  possible  means  of  sapporl,  but  inch  as  they 
'  receive  from  their  own  Gorernmenl."  In  an- 
other letter  of  the  Isl  of  July,  1805.  he  speaks  in 
these  terms:  "The  scene  of  robbery,  destruction, 
'  evEision,  perjury,  cruelly,  and  insult,  to  which 
'  the  Antericans,  captured  by  French  pirates,  and 
'brought  into  this  and  the  adjacent  porta,  nave 
'  been  subjected,  perhaps  has  not  been  ec|Uftlled  in 
'  k  eentory  past."  Shall  these  snfieriogs  of  our 
countrymen  be  disregarded,  because  the  seamen 
perhaps  were  not  employed  by  capitalists  engaged 
ID  a  trade  carried  on  in  distant  seas,  in  Europe  or 
Asia?  Is  all  the  philanthropic  sensibility  which 
has  been  professed  in  debate  to  be  confined  esclu- 
sively  to  seamen  impresied  into  British  service? 
Sotoe  portion  of  it,  I  hope,  will  yei  he  found  for 
onr  own  countrymen  In  the  West  Indies,  captured, 
niUed  of  tbeir  property,  loaded  with  indigoitiea, 
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and  abandoned,  in  a  sickly  climate,  in  a  strange 
land,  without  soelier,  without  clothing,  and  wilo- 
out  means  of  subsistence.  What  can  justify  a 
desertion  of  the  cause  of  our  fellow-citizens  suf- 
fering under  these  infamous  outrages?  With 
these  observations  respecting  the  depredations  an 
our  commerce,  and  the  suHeriogs  of  oor  seamen 
in  the  West  Indies,  I  leave  the  subject  (or  the 
present  to  the  reflections  of  gentlemen.  It  is  my 
intention  at  this  time  to  advert  more  particularly 
to  the  conduct  of  belligerent  cruisers  neat  our 
ports  and  on  our  coasts. 

Of  the  violations  of  our  neutral  rishls  by  these 
cruisers,  one  of  the  most  memorable  cases  has 
been  stated  in  a  memorial  from  South  Carolina. 
On  casting  an  eye  over  the'  memorial,  I  find  it 
supported  oy  the  signature  of  the  President  of  the 
South  Carolina  Insurance  Compan)[,  with  a  long 
list  of  names,  which,  as  I  am  well  informed,  are 
among  the  most  respectable  in  Charleston,  com- 
prehending merchants,  and  planters,  and  profes- 
sional gentlemen.  Without  stating  the  whole  of 
the  memorial,  I  will  now  mention  only  certain 
parts  of  it  as  being  more  immediately  applicable. 
This  is  the  language : 

"  Your  memorialiiti  are  deeply  affected  by  the  recent 
capture,  at  the  very  entrance  of  this  port,  of  the  Ameri- 
ihip  Two  Friends,  by  a  French  privateer.  Thia 
t  has  excited  among  all  classes  of  citizens,  the 
strangest  seDiations,  not  ant;  because  the  ship  waa 
captured  without  any  color  of  pretence,  within  sight 
of  land,  but  becanse  she  is  our  only  regular  London 
trader,  and  had  on  board  a  full  aupply  of  spring  and 
— imer  goods. 

This  most  extraordinary  capture  has  already  been 
followed  by  events  no  less  alarming;  our  harbor  being 
at  this  moment  completely  blockaded  by  three  French 
privateers. 

"  Theee  just  alamu  and  apprehenaiona  of  yonr  mo- 
morialists  are  heightened  by  the  well  known  eirennt- 
Blance  of  many  of  the  cruisers  which  infert  our  sborea 
belonging  to  St.  Jago  de  Cuba  and  Barracoa;  in  which 
receptacles,  our  vessels  and  their  cargoes,  with  tha 
knowledge  of  the  Government  of  Cuba,  are  instantly 
sold,  wiUiont  any  condemnation  whatever,  or  even  the 
fbimality  of  a  trial,  tlureby  precluding  ever;  future 
posnbility  of  redress. 

Your  memarialisia  avail  Ikemaelvea  of  this  occasion 
lotice  a  late  decision  of  the  district  court  within 
this  State,  grounded  on  an  act  of  Congreas,  whereby 
the  territorial  jurisdiction  of  the  United  States  is  lim- 
ited to  the  short  distance  of  three  miles,  or  a  marine 
league,  from  the  coasts  or  shores,  which,  by  the  said 
court.  Is  construed  to  mean  three  miles  from  the  land; 
consequently,  the  middle  channel  of  our  bar,  being 
more  than  three  miles  distant  lirom  the  nearest  land,  ia 
prononnced  by  judicial  authority  to  be  without  the 
jurisdiction  of  the  United  States;  the  very  entrance  of 
oar  hartmr,  in  full  sight  of  the  dly,  where  veaada  aro 
frequently  obliged  to  anchor,  while  waiting  f>r  a  tide, 
and  with  a  pilot  on  board,  is,  by  our  own  tribouala,  ac- 
knowledged to  be  without  the  [Irotectian  of  our  Oov- 
emmenU" 

The  seizures  of  merchant  vessels  on  onr  coast, 

id  near  onr  ports,  are  mentioned  in  memoriala 
from  other  pons  of  the  Union.  We  have  before 
—  oompltunu  on  this  aubject  from  BalUmon 
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PhiUdelphia,  New  York,  New  Haven,  and  Salem. 
Indeed,  ibe  cooduct  of  belligerent  cruisers,  in  tbe 
tracts  of  sea  adjacent  to  our  lerriiories,  has  been  a 
subject  ai  general  condemnalioD.  Persons  who 
hare  differed  on  oiber  lupics  have  agreed  on  this. 
Thisseniimenl  has  been  common  to  people  of  dif- 
ferent professions,  and  classes,  and  parlies.  The 
main  facts  are  notorious.  Near  our  ports,  within 
the  reocsses  of  our  coast,  almost  within  our  har- 
bors, belligerent  cruisers  have  watched  for  oppor- 
tunities of  seizing  merchant  vessels  employed  in 
the  trade  of  this  country.  Need  I  mention  the 
iodignaiioa  excited  by  the  blockade  of  New  York. 
The  interruption  of  the  commerce  of  that  great 
port  ta  well  known.  British  vessels  of  war  were 
stationed  off  Sandy  Hook.  Among  them,  I  re- 
member tbe  names  of  the  Leander,  the  Cambriao, 
the  Driver;  there  may  have  been  others,  which  1 
do  not  recollect;  but  sach  particulars  are  not  of 
oonsequeDce  in  the  present  estimate;  the  general 
fact  is  sufficient.  By  lakiuff  such  stations,  belli- 
gerent cruisers  have  been  anle  to  seize  our  mer- 
chant vessels  on  the  return  voyage  and  carry  them 
in  for  adjudication,  tinder  pretext  of  being  em- 
ployed in  trading  directly  between  the  parent 
country  and  a  colony  of  the  enemy,  or  of  having 
violated,  in  tbe  outward  voyage,  some  regulation 
respectiue  contraband  or  blockade.  Miflious  of 
property  nave  thus  been  exposed  to  seizure,  which 
might  otherwise  have  been  added  to  the  commer- 
cial stock  of  our  country,  aud  swelled  the  receipts 
of  tbe  Treasury.  Such  stations,  too,  have  afforded 
opportuuiiies  for  the  impressment  of  seamen. 

With  respect  to  these  outrages^  sir,  I  will  not 
fatigue  you  by  professions  of  patriotism  ;  nor  will 
1  invoke  the  spirit  of  1776;  nor  will  I  declaim 
kbout  our  Revolution,  or  about  our  right  to  na- 
tional indepeodence.  Such  observations  have  no 
specific  braring  on  the  subject.  In  whatever  de- 
it  may  have  become  fashionable  to  occupjr 
time  of  the  House  in  this  manner,  I  trust  it 


the 

mill  not  be  supposed  to  manifest  any  want  of  re- 
spect to  tbe  understandings  of  the  House,  if  I 
attend  to  considerations  more  directly  applicable 
to  some  practical  purpose. 

Permit  me,  sir,  to  call  yoirr  attention  to  the 
causes  oftheBeoutrages,with  tbe  view  of  providing 
aome  effectual  rem^y.  One  general  cause  is  to 
Ik  found  in  the  habitual  rapacity  of  those  who 
eruise  under  the  belligerent  flags.  Bni  we  must 
expect  the  rapacity  to  exist,  whatever  we  may  say 
about  justice  or  generosity.  The  men  who  roam 
the  seas  in  quest  of  prey,  will  not  be  deterred  from 
npioeand  violence  by  general  declamations  about 
th«  ptiaciples  of  virtue  or  the  rights  of  neutrality, 
vbile  they  can  seize  their  object  with  ease  aniJ 
•tnpumty.  Adopt  means  of  prevention,  which 
cut  off  their  hopes  of  success!  These  will  be 
found  Biore  effecual  than  any  vague  professians 
-ofpUriotttm. 

Th«i«  is  another  etsse — Uie  defective  nature 
of  the  existing  law  of  the  United  States.  This 
we  mar  reform,  unless  restrained  by  some 
of  the  duties  of  neutrality.  Id  June  1794,  was 
passed  "An  act  in  addition  to  the  act  for  tbe  pun- 
ubmeat  of  ceiiain  ciimea  against  the  United 


States."  You  will  find  it  in  the  ihird  volume  of 
tbelawB.  Originally  the  act  was  temporary;  bat, 
after  being  once  continued  in  force  for  a  furihu 
term,  it  was  ultimately  made  permanent,  by  an  aei 
passed  in  the  year  1800.  By  tbe  sixth  section  ii 
IS  provided,  that  the  district  eourbt  shall  take  oog- 
nizaijce  of  complaints,  by  whomsoever  insiitateo, 
in  cases  of  captures  made  within  the  waters  of  the 
United  Stales,  or  within  a  marine  league  of  the 
coasts  or  shores  thereof.  -The  coiiipreb«isirc 
form  of  expression  assigns  to  the  district  conrts 
the  cognizance  of  libris  for  damages,  iu  cases  <S 
capture,  as  well  as  of  libels  for  restitutioa.  Before 
this  act  was  passed,  a  qoestion  bad  existed, 
whether  the  district  courts,  as  courts  of  admi- 
ralty, were  authorized  to  take  cognizance  of 
such  complftiats,  even  where  tbe  cBptnred  prop- 
erty was  within  a  port  of  tlie  Uaitcd  Slain, 
and  nothing  more  than  reslitution  was  the  object 
of  the  complaint.  The  fact  may  be  ascertained  by 
recurring  to  the  Slate  papers  of  the  time.  I  m- 
suipe,  sir,  it  is  well  recollected  by  yourself.  Tbe 
act  of  June,  1793,  terminaied  the  Question  aboat 
the  judicial  cognizance  of  such  oases,  but  by  iu 
very  terms  did  not  permit  the  district  courts  te 
extend  the  claim  of  jurisdiction  from  ihe  shon  is 
a  greater  disiance  than  a  marine  leaeue. 

In  the  case  decided  in  South  Carolina,  and  no- 
ticed in  the  memorial  from  Charleston,  it  would 
seem,  that  a  considerable  dissatisfaciion  bad  beca 
fehinconseifueDceof  the  opinion,  judicially  given 
by  the  district  judge:  and,  if  my  recollection  is 
not  falUciouf,  some  censorious  remarks  were  pub- 
lished in  a  paper  or  papers  of  the  day.  That  te> 
rious  discontent  shoula  exist  when  the  very  en- 
trance of  such  a  harbor  as  that  of  Charleston 
was  officially  pronounced  to  be  without  the  verge 
of  territorial  protection,  ought  not  to  excite  sur- 
prise in  any  refleciing  mind.  There  was  seriont 
cause  for  inquietude.  But,  if  I  understand  that 
case,  I  can  have  no  hesitation  in  declaring  mv 
opinion,  that  in  his  coustruction  of  the  law,  which 
marked  the  extent  of  his  authority,  the  decisioa 
of  the  district  judge  was  correct.  And,  instead 
of  censuring,  we  ou^ht  to  approbate  and  hoU  ii 
honor  that  spirit  of  judicial  independence  which 

E renounces  sentence  according  to  the  existing  law, 
owever  unacceptable  may  be  the  result  even  to 
persons  worthy  of  high  estimation.  If  no  relief 
IS  provided  for  cases  of  this  nature,  the  fault  is  not 
in  the  district  judge,  but  in  the  exbting  taw.  Tbe 
evil  is  one  for  which  we  have  the  power  loan- 
thorize  a  remedy.  It  belongs  not  to  aay  judge 
or  court  of  tbe  United  States  under  the  law  as 
now  existing;  and,  while  n«  other  provitioa  ii 
made  bf  Congress  with  respect  to  the  exiem  of  the 
territorial  protection  of  the  United  Staies,ii  is  not 
to  be  expected  that  tbe  President  will  assume  tbc 
responsibility  of  attempting  to  enforce  any  exten- 
sion of  tbe  principle  in  «oy  case  whaiever  btyoa' 
,a  marine  league  from  the  shore. 

Does  our  duty,  as  a  neutral  Power,  tequin  <>■ 
to  submit  to  this  limitation  in  all  cases  1  Accord- 
ing to  my  apprebensiou  of  the  subject,  tbe  set  of 
June,  1794,  ought  to  be  considered  aa  defioiBg  iht 
limits  within  which  this  eouatry  wonld  aMWn* 
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the  natioDil  dniy  of  proiecting  the 
all  in  friendship  wiih  us.  It  assames  a  public  ob- 
ligtttion  in  farar  of  foreigners  he  well  aa  citizens ; 
but  ibe  exteot  of  that  obligation  is  not  the  whole 
•iteat  of  privilege  which  we  may  claim  for  our_ 
own  Datiooal  interest  and  security,  for  the  safe-' 
(niard  of  oar  commerce,  and  the  supply  of  onr 
Treasury. 

Among  the  docnments  laid  before  Congress,  I 
find  a  letter,  of  the  5tb  of  January,  1804,  lo  Mr. 
Monroe,  from  the  Secretary  of  Stale;  in  this,  there 
is  a  reference  lo  the  British  ezleasion  of  territorial 
Jnrisdiction  to  four  leagues  from  the  shore.  The 
Secretary  observes :  "This  extension  of  the  Bri- 
'  tish  law  lo  four  leagues  frora  the  shore  is  infer- 
-*  red  fram  an  act  o?  Parliament  passed  in  the 
*  year  1736."  The  fact  of  this  British  extension 
of  jurisdiction.  I  believe  to  be  unquestionable. 
Accordiag  to  ike  view  which  1  have  enieriaiued 
of  the  Bubject,  a  jurisdiction  to  this  extent  is  le- 
gally «ilatMish«d  for  pnrpows  of  tevenne,  and  not 
OB  account  of  any  supptMed  claim  to  the  honors 
of  the  flag  wtihiii  the  "  narrow  seas."  One  thing 
at  least  is  certain.  A  like  extension  of  jurisdiction 
is  established  on  the  part  ofa  country  whose  Qov- 
rrnmpnt  makes  do  high  claim  to  honors  of  the 
fiOig  within  any  seas  contiguous  to  the  territory. 
Allow  m^  sir,  to  turn  your  attention  totjie  act  to 
T^ulate  the  collection  of  duties  on  imports  and 
tonnage.  By  the  ninely-ninth  section,  the  offi- 
cers of  the  revenue  cutters  are  lEquired  10  go  ou 
board  of  all  ships  or  vessels,  which  shall  arrive 
within  four  leagues  of  the  cout,  if  bound  for  the 
tJnited  States,  to  search  and  examioe  the  swne ; 
,aad  tottffii  ftod  put  proptr  fasieaioKs  OD  the  hatches, 
and  to  remain  on  boud  uatil  they  ariifa  at  the 
^lace  of  destination.  The  102d  seeiion  requires  the 
rsreoue  cutten  and  boats  to  be  distinguished  by 
■  ehar»cteristie  ensign  and  pennant;  and  in  case 
(toy  ship  or  vessel  liable  to  examination  shall 
not  biiog  to,  on  being  reqnired  or  chased  by  any 
culler  or  boat  having  displayed  the  pennant  and 
enaigo  prescribed  for  vessels  in  the  revenue  ser- 
tIco,  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  persons  haying 
eonamand  of  such  cutter  or  boat  to  fire  at  or  into 
such  vessels  which  shall  not  bring  to,  after  such 
peDoent  and  ensign  shall  be  hoisted,  and  a  gun 
shitll  have  been  fiied  by  such  cutter  or  boat  as  a 
■ignal.  Here  we  see  a  iurisdictioa  asserted  by 
the  United  Sutes  to  the  diatanoe  of  four  leagues 
front  the  coast.  It  is  exercised  for  the  protection 
of  the  national  revenue.  Officers  in  the  imme- 
diate service  of  the  Qovernment,  with  a  body  of 
msD  constantly  paid  and  supported  out  of  the 

firodacis  of  the  customs,  are  employed  to  enforce 
he  law,  and  are  armed  with  a  power  to  wound 
or  kill  those  who  refuse  to  conform.  Mer- 
obant  vessels  bound  to  the  United  States,  within 
four  leagues  of  the  coast,  are  to  be  placed  under 
the  charge  of  public  officers,  who  are  to  remain 
on  board  until  the  arrival  in  port.  While  the 
Teasel  is  thus  under  the  charge  ofihe  officer,  within 
the  actual  jurisdiction  of  the  United  Stales,  will 
you  permit  a  foreign  cruiser,  within  this  space  of 
•ea,  to  bid  defianee  to  your  law.  to  seize  the  vessel 
with  yatir  oftcei  oq  bawd,  ana  jwoeeed  with  ves- 


sel and  cargo  and  officer  to  a  foreign  port  for  ad- 
judication'? 

Soon  after  the  commencement  of  the  Prend^ 
revolutionary  warfare,  the  captures  made  by  bel- 
ligerent cruisers  gave  rise  to  inquiries  with  re- 
spect to  the  extent  of  the  protective  jurisdiction 
of  the  United  States.  Amidst  all  the  political 
agitations  of  the  time,  it  became  the  duty  of  the 
Administration  to  fix  on  some  rule  for  preventing 
the  disiurbance  of  our  public  peace  oy  foreign 
hostilities.  Under  the  existing  circumstances,  it 
was  determined  to  restrict  the  exercise  of  the  au- 
thority of  the  United  States,  for  that  lime,  to  the 
least  distance  claimed  ou  the  coasts  of  any  n)iiion 
in  any  case.  That  this  was  the  fact,  may  be 
seen  by  examining  the  papers  laid  before  Con- 
gress by  the  President  of  the  United  Stales,  near 
the  close  of  the  year  1793. 

With  respect  to  the  right  of  territorial  protec- 
tion along  the  coasts  of  a  neutral  Power,  the  gen- 
eral principle  is  clear.  Questions  have  been 
made  about  its  extent.  The  right  toareason|ble 
distance  is  admittted.  'But  ibis  does  not  distinctly 
solve  the  difficulty.    What  is  a  reasonable  dis- 

If  regard  is  to  be  had  lo  the  nature  of  our  coasts, 
and  to  our  disinnce  from  all  the  nations  of  the 
civilized  world,  tbe  general  principle  would  allow 
to  tbe  United  States  an  ample  extension  of  the 
territorial  immunity  from  hostilities.  A  right  of 
protective  jurisdiciioQ  over  some  portion  of  ad- 
jacent sea  is  founded  in  the  general  right  of  a. 
neutral  Power  to  provide  for  the  common  salety, 
prosperity,  and  tranquillity.  It  is  essential  to  the 
neutral  cnaracter  of  a  country.  It  results  from 
the  principles  of  the  great  law  of  self-preserva- 
tion. It  IS  a  necessary  attribute  of  Iirritorial 
sovereignly.  With  respect  to  the  practical  exer- 
cise of  this  right,  different  distances  from  tbe  shore 
are  mentioned  by  writers  on  public  law.  Where 
the  coast  is  prominent,  as  well  as  free  from  shoals, 
the  least  distance  towards  the  main  ocean  is  the 
full  range  ofa  bomb  or  cannon  shot,  estimated  at 
three  geographical  miles,  or  a  marine  league.  Au- 
thorities might  be  mentioned  In  support  of  other 
distances;  [wo  leagues — ihree  leagues— tbe  dis- 
taoee  at  which  ships  may  be  discovered,  and 
from  which  ships  may  discern  the  land— the  ex- 
tent of  soundings,  unless  the  coast  be  so  steep  that 
soundings  cannot  be  found  near  the  land,  iii  which 
case  the  measure  is  the  reach  of  a  cannon  shot 
supposed  to  be  fired  from  (he  shore.  This  opin- 
ion was  entertained  by  Valin,  the  cdebreted  coror 
meotator  ou  the  marine  ordinance  of  France. 
With  respect  to  the  United  Stales,  the  idea  haa 
Occurred  of  extending  the  protection  as  for  as  tha 
Oulf  Stream.  From  the  President's  communi- 
cation at  the  opening  of  the  present  session,  it  * 
would  seem  as  if  he  had  some  view  of  this  in 
equipping  a  force  to  cruise  for  pirates  within  the 
limits  of  the  Oull  Stream  and  to  bring  them  in 
for  irial. 

Amidst  all  the  variety  of  authorities  and  opiO' 
ions  on  this  subject,  the  general  principle  is  not 
in  dispute.  And  it  is  certain,  that  tbe  benefit  of 
iha  principle  eanaot  be  equally  enjoyed  if  any 
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led  Tor  ibe  extent  of  ter- 


j|  protect! 

the  coast  is  promiaeDi,  where  the  passage  id lu  iii« 
harbor  is  free  from  obstruciioDB  or  bazird,  and 
where  the  harboT  is  eo  situated  that  a  vessel  may 
be  in  port  insiaQlly  on  quitiiog  the  opeo  space  of 
the  maio  ocean,  the  distance  of  a  marine  league 
from  the  shore  may  afford  ample  immunity  lo  the 
navigation  of  such  neutral  port.    But  the  case  is 
materially  different  where  the  eotrance  of  a  harbor 
ia  rendered  difficult  or  hazardous,  in  consequence 
of  bars  or  shoals  or  other  causes,  wheie  the  prin- 
ciple of  safety  requires  vessels  enployed  in  ihe 
trade  of  the  port  to  remain  for  any  lime  io  a  road 
or  place  of  anchorage  at  a  greater  distance  than  a 
league  from  the  shore,  and  to  wail  for  the  wind 
or  iide,  or  pilot,  or  daylight,  or  clear  weather — in 
any  such  case,  if  ihe  marine  league  is  to  be  the 
uniform  measure  of  territorial  protection,  the  prin- 
ciple would  be  sacriGced  to  ibe  particular  rule; 
wnereas  every  rule  of  this  kind  ought  to  be  st' 
■ervieat  to  ihe  principle.    Another  distinction 
to  be  made  with  respect  tO  ports  and  harbors  s 
tiate  in  curvatures  or  recesses  of  ihe  coasts,  mc 
than  a  league  from  the  open  space  of  the  me 
ocean  ;  any  specific  distance  from  shore,  if  made 
the  uniform  measure  of  protection,  will  not  allow 
to  them   the  degree  of  maritime  security  which 
ibey  might  fairly  claim  in  comparison  with  othe 
In  principle,  sir,  the  rule  of  a  marine  league 
any  other  precise  measure,  is  applicable  to  coa 
not  curved,  or  to  the  promine;il  portions  of  coa 
Places  of  anchorage,  such  as  I  have  mentiooed, 
whether  called  foads  or  roadsteads,  or  however  de- 
Domiaeled,  are  to  be  regarded  as  appendages  of 
particular  ports,  and  as  such  are  wilbiu  the  pro- 
tective jurisdiction  of  the  country  to  which  ibey 

In  considering,  therefore,  the  protective  ji 

diction  of  a  neutral  Power,  as  a  privilege  which 
may  rishtfully  be  claimed  for  securing  the  inte- 
rests of  itscommerceand  revenue,  the  principle 
ftdmits  an  extension  to  various  distances  from 
ahpre,  according  lo  the  nature  of  the  coasts,  as  di- 
Te'rsihed  by  shoals,  bars,  curvatures,  recesses,  head- 
lands, or  small  islands. 

This,  io  effect,  agrees  with  the  opinions  of  wrii 
era  on  public  law,  in  relation  to  the  neutral  immi 
nities  of  havens,  roads,  gulfs,  or  bays. 

In  su|)poTt  of  th«  seoiimentj  now  suggested  o 
this  subject.  I  do  not  rely  merely  on  the  abstract 
principle  of  right,  or  the  opinioos  of  writers  on 
public  law.  In  national  usage,  it  is  already  estab- 
lished, "that  in  places  where  the  land,  by  its  cut— 
'  forms  a  bay  or  gulf,  we  most  suppose  a  line  ._ 
'be  drawn  from  one  point  of  the  enclosing  land  A 
'  the  other,  or  alonr  the  small  islands  which  extend 
.  '  beyond  the  headlands  of  the  bay,  and  that  tbi 
'  whole  of  this  bay  or  gulf  is  to  be  ctinsidered  a:. 
'  territorial  sea,"  The  principle  has  been  clearly 
lecognised  in  ihepracitceof  the  pre^Jominant  ma- 
ritime Power  in  Europe,  h  has  been  repeatedly 
acted  upoa  in  EUigland.  Two  centuries  ' 
passed  since  it  was  unquestionably  bolden 
rule  of  conduct  in  that  country.  TheiractsL.  .._ 
within  the  recesses  of  Ihe  coasts  are^dietinguished 


}y  an  appropriate  denomination  ;  they  are  called 
bechambers.  A  particular  statement  ofihem  was 
returned  lo  the  High  Court  of  Admirally  in  the 


year  1604. 

In  modern  limes,  it  has  ttoi  been  usual  for  Eng- 
land 10  remain  neutral  during  maritime  wars  m 
Europe.  But  in  the  seventeenth  century  iheic 
viasa  period  of  such  neutrality ;  when  various  re- 
ports were  made  to  the  King  in  Council,  with  re- 
spect to  alleged  violations  of  the  immuoilies  of 
having  roads,  or  chambers.  They  are  to  be  found 
in  the  works  of  Sir  Lionel  Jenkins.  I  will  not 
detain  you  at  Ibis  time  by  reading  those  leporia ; 
as  the  law  of  the  English  admiralty  on  this  sub- 
ject is  distinctly  staled  in  a  charge  ^iven  at  the 
admiratty  sessions,  by  SirLionel  Jenkins,  who  was 
Judge  oftbe  High  Court  of  Admiralty.  Iwillreail 
those  parts  of  the  charge  to  which  I  refer.  Aha 
speaking  of  the  claim  to  the  honors  of  the  flag 
upon  the  four  seas,  he  says: 

"The  next  thing  is  the  right  of  sanctUM?  and  —M 
conduct,  which  the  King  hath,  time  out  of  mitu),  exer- 
ciaed,  not  only  in  iu  harbon  and  portB,  but  eapttntOl 
in  his  cbsmben,  that  is  in  those  tracts  of  sea  whidi 
are  Iwtneen  some  of  the  most  eminent  promontories  or 
points  of  land,  *  straight  iraaginiiy  tine  being  drawn 
between  them ;  for  instance,  between  Flunbotoug^ 
Hesd  and  the  Spam,  between  the  North  Foreland  and 
the  South  Forelsnd,  between  Porttaad  and 'the  Start, 
between  the  Land's  End  and  Milford  ;  theM  chambers 
being  so  reputed  lime  out  of  mind,  and  so  returned  in 
the  year  1604,  about  seventy  years  ago,  by  juron  upon 
their  oath,  to  the  court  of  admiralty. 

"You  am  therefore  to  inquire  if  any  men  of  war, 
under  foreign  commiasionB  from  any  of  the  partiea  now 
in  war,  do  he  hovering  near  any  of  Hia  Majesty's  port*, 
bavens,  or  harbors,  or  ifculkbg  within  any  of  tboae  places 
called  the  King's  chambers,  in  order  tosurpiue  mer- 
chant ship*  belonging  to  the  King's  friends  and  alUaa, 
and  to  snap  them  as  they  are  coming  orgoin^  oat  of 
our  ports.  You  are  to  present  such,  if  yoa  know  an  j ; 
and  the  King's  Majesty  is  to  be  informed  of  it  out  of  ttw 
reooiiis  and  presentments  of  this  conrt ;  that  they  maj 
be  seised  and  atreated,  if  they  be  driven  or  do  come  ii^ 
or  elae  may  be  fetched  in  by  His  Majesty's  shipa,  and 
punished,  as  wilful  violators  of  the  treaties  His  Majea^ 
hath  wilb  hia  neighbors,  and  as  mslidoua  disturbers  Of 
our  liade." 

This  authority  is  full  and  decisive.  Possibly  it 
may  bequest]oned,asbeingof ancient  date.  Howls 
the  case  in  modern  timesf  To  prove,  sir,  that  the 
same  principle  prevails,  and  is  practically  recog- 
nised as  a  rule  of  public  law  within  the  preaetit 
century,  I  may  apical  lo  the  authority  of  apera<» 
dislingniibed  for  judicial  talent  and  eloquence, 
and  celebrated  by  ois  countrymen  as  the  oracle  of 
maritime  law  in  Europe:  it  is  the  authority  of 
Sir  William  Scon,  the  present  Jud^  of  Ihe  High 
Court  of  Admiralty  in  Great  Britain.  The  prin- 
ciple was  brought  mto  view  in  a  case  before  him 
in  the  year  1S)1.  'The  case  arose  od  a  captnre 
made  by  a  detachment  from  a  British  sqnadroa 
employed  in  the  blockade  of  Amsterdam.  Tit* 
vessel  wss  proceeded  against  for  breach  of  block- 
ade. It  was  claimed  as  having  been  taken  within 
the  territorial  nroleclioQ  of  Prussia,  then  a  neutral 
Power  i  and  (Declaim  waa  giTrn  tinder  aaihoritjr 
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of  the  Prosiian  Miniitcr.  Od  the  pari  of  tbe  cap- 
tors it  was  denied  that  tbe  TCisel  wu  bo  uken. 
■Sir  William  Scott  held  tbe  claim  not  to  be  es- 
tablished. In  speaking  of  the  place  of  capture,  he 
reftn  to  the  priacipte  respeetiag  maritime  cham- 
bers, as  being  perfectly  understood  and  sdraiiied. 
Witk  respect  to  the  place,  he  says,  "  it  is  qaiie  open 
'  and  pateoi  toihe  sea;  there  are  no  headlands  tbat 
''-(boot  beyond  soas  to  make  vhal  are  called  cbam- 
'  bers ;  no  Khorst  projecliag  extra." 

Af^r  a  principle  of  public  law  has  been  so  fully 
recognised  in  practice,  on  the  part  of  the  bellige- 
lenl  Power  which  now  holds  the  decided  superi- 
ority on  the  ocean,  I  think,  sir,  we  may  fairly  claim 
tbebenefitof  it  for  our  country  against  the  cruisert 
of  that  and  eiery  other  maritime  Power. 

On  this  subject,  I  wish  to  he  distinctly  under- 
stood.  Immunity  from  hoatililiesmay  be  claimed 
to  the  distance  of  a  roariae  league  from  shore,  in 
any  case,  however  bold  or  prominent  the  coast. 
To  this  the  dbtrict  courts  have  cognizance  of  com- 
plaints. Beyond  this,  it  is  at  out  option  to  extend 
pcoiectioD  along  the  coasts  of  the  United  States, 
over  the  roads  or  places  of  aochoraife,  and  over 
the  tracts  of  sea  within  the  principal  headlands. 
Thb  is  a  privilege  appertaining  to  our  territorial 
■orereignty.  It  may  beexercised  without  iafrin- 
^Dg  the  rights  of  any  belligerent  Power :  it  is  ev- 
idently for  the  benefit  of  the  United  Stales. 

To  enjoy  this  benefit,some  legislative  provision 
is  requi&ite;  there  mast  be  some  amendment  of 
the  existing  law  of  the  United  States.  Without 
altering  the  act  respecting  the  jurisdiction  of  dis- 
trict courts,  perhaps  the  main  object  might  be  at- 
tained by  veiling  a  discretionary  authority  in  some 
«r  the  departments  of  Qovernment.  It  has  been 
■opposed  that  the  repetition  of  outrages,  such  as 
have  lately  been  experienced  near  our  ports  and 
on  our  coasts,  might  he  eBsentially  checked,  if  not 
wholly  prevented,  by  giving  effect  to  some  legis- 
lative provision,  which  would  require  no  addition 
io  tbe  national  expenditure,  no  augmentation  of 
the  naval  force  of  tbe  United  States  bevond  what 
may  be  judged  proper  for  a  Peace  EstaUishmeni. 
The  Executive  might  have  a  discretionary  author- 
ity to  be  exercised  for  the  safeguard  of  merchant 
reaseb employed  in  tbe  trade  ofihe  United  States, 
and  for  this  purpose  might  be  empowered  to  inter- 
diet  captures  within  the  roads  or  spaces  and  pre- 
cinclti  which  have  been  mentioned. 

Whether  these  sentiments  are  approved  in  theit 
full  extent  or  not,  the  House,  1  trust,  will  have  no 
hesitation  in  agreeing,  thai  the  subject  is  of  such 
importance  as  to  deserve  the  examination  of  acorn- 
mittee,  who  may  present  some  provision  in  a  de- 
tailed form.  For  the  purpose  of  hnviog  this  ex- 
amination, I  propose  that  the  following  resolution 
be  adopted  by  the  House : 

JUtohed,  That  the  committee  to  whom  was  referred 
"  so  much  of  the  MMsage  of  the  Prraident  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  u  relates  to  aggroHioni  committed  on  oui 
eoasta  by  forelgu  aimed  vessels,  to  the  defence  of  our 
ports  «nd  harbors,  the  buiidingofseTenty-foui^gun  ships, 
and  preventJDf  the  eiportstionof  aim*  sod  uuinuni- 
tk>n,b«  instructed  to  inquireinto  the  expedieney  of  pro- 
vUisK  by  law  fbr  the  fiutbarMJef  uard  of  merabant  tm^ 


sels  in  the  vidni^  of  the  United  Slates,  and  to  r^wt 
by  bill  or  otherwise. 

Carried  without  diTision. 

YAZOO  CLAIMS. 

A  message  was  received  from  the  Senate  in- 
forming the  House  that  ihey  had  passed  a  bill  to 
carry  into  effect  the  provisions  of  the  eighth  sec- 
tion of  the  "Act  regulating  the  grants  of  land, 
and  providing  for  the  disposal  of  the  lands  of  the 
United  Stales  south  of  the  Suie  of  Tennessee." 

The  bill  having  been  read  the  first  time — 

Mr.  R.  Nelbon  said,  he  should  not,  on  this  oc- 
casion, ^D  into  an  examination  of  the  principles 
of  the  bilL  as  they  were  welt  understood  by  the 
House.  They  went  to  practise  one  of  the  gross- 
est impositioos  he  had  ever  known.  In  order  to 
get  rid  of  what  he  considered  a  stain  on  the  stat- 
ute book,  and  a  disgrace  to  the  nation,  he  moved 
that  the  bill  be  rejected. 

The  question  was  ticcordingly  nut  froia  the 
Chair,  "  Shall  the  bill  be  rejected  1" 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  Leib,  it  was  determined 
to  take  the  yeas  and  nays. 

Mr.  Kelly  said,  it  had  been  remarked  that  the 
principles  of  the  bill  were  well  understood  by  all 
the  members  of  the  House.  He  could  only  an- 
swer for  himself,  that  he  was  not  wellacquamled 
with  those  principles.  The  subject  had  been,  it 
is  true,  discussed  in  a  former  Congress ;  but  be 
bad  not  then  had  the  honor  of  a  seat  on  the  floor. 
He  had,  in  truth,  formed  no  decided  opinion  on 
the  subject.  He  was  not,  therefore,  at  present 
prepared  to  vole  for  rejecting  the  bill.  He  hoped 
tt  would  be  suffered  to  take  the  common  courseof 
other  bills,  the  more  particularly  as  it  had  receiv- 
ed the  approbation  of  the  other  branch  of  tbe  Le- 
gislature,  which  ought  to  be  treated  with  becom- 
ing respect.  He  trusted  a  short  postponement  of 
the  bin  would  lake  pUce,  and  that  its  merits 
would  then  be  discussed. 

Mr.  Cl&re  observed  that,  if  gentlemen  attend- 
ed to  the  provisions  of  the  bill,  every  mind  would 
concur  in  the  propriety  of  rejecting  ii;  a  similar 
bill  to  which  would  not,  he  believed,  be  fOand 
upon  the  records  of  any  body  ;  a  bill  which  had 
no  specific  object.  He  did  not  know  which  most 
to  admire,  its  iiksidious  tendency  or  its  absurdity. 
It  declares: 

"That,  if,  on  or  batbrathe  first  day  of  Jaauaij  next, 
such  sufficient  releases  as  aforesaid  shall  b«  lo^ed  in 
the  said  office  of  the  Secretary  of  State,  u  shall  re* 
lesse  to  the  United  Statesand  shall  discharge  all  dainw 
to  the  said  lands,  which  have  been  exhibited  to  tha 
Secretary  of  Stale  and  recorded  as  aforesaid,  or  which, 
may  be  exhibited  and  recorded  sgreeablj  io  the  provis- 
ions of  this  act.  Congress  will  make  proviuon  by  law 
for  the  indcmldfication  of  such  claimanta." 

What  is  the  bill  for?  What  is  its  objecti  It 
only  enables  Congress  hereafter  to  pass  a  law;  it 
only  declares  that,  on  tbe  event  of  ceNain  things  , 
happening,  Congress  will  pass  a  law.  But  wiU 
ibis  obliee  Congress  to  peas  a  lawl  Do  yoar 
seven  rorumes  oT  laws  furnish  a  single  instaace 
of  Congress  declaring  that  they  wUl  hereaAet 
puis  law? 
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Ai^ln;  Tbefint««elioa  deetatet  thai,  "■  !■« 
shall  Dol  be  passed,  except  in  emt  of  ■  gufficieirt 
legal  release  of  all  clainu  lo  the  Uoiied  States." 
NdWj  there  may  be  infants,  feme  coverts,  aod  per- 
sons insane,  who  cannot  make  such  release.  How, 
then,  is  it  possible  for  this  provision  of  the  law  to 
be  carried  into  effect?  Sliall  the  rights  of  these 
peraobs  remain  nnprovided  for?  I  see,  said  Mr. 
C..  no  oiher  view  th  the  passage  of  this  bill  than 
this.  Those  who  hare  framedit  are  afraid  to  face 
the  qtiestioD  ;  ihey  are  ashamed  to  meet  it.  This 
is  nothing  more  than  an  entering  wedge,  to 
atrmgthen  the  force  of  the  claims,  by  getting  the 
OoTcrnment  to  pledge  itself  to  certain  acts, 
"fhese  liiea  will  then  soon  tell  you,  they  have 
teet  called  upon  to  record  their  claim.>i ;  that  their 
ttgents  hare  been  obliged  to  attend  your  Depart- 
ments,  to  receive  propositions  of  compromise.  Let 
ihisaet  pass,  and  ]roa  will  add  an  ounce,  a  penny- 
weight, to  the  weight  of  that  tesrimony  by  which 
they  tiltimately  expect  to  establish  (heir  clahn. 
The  bill  in  itself  amounts  to  nothing.  Bol  pass 
it  eten  in  tbls  harmtest  form,  they  will  come  for- 
ward at  the  next  session,  and  say  yon  are  pledged 
ta  4a  sbtneihiog.  Thete  can  be  no  other  view, 
ib  this  biU,  anif  it  is  a  view  which,  J  think,  it  he- 
cotfles  the  honor  and  digdity  of  this  House  decis- 
iteJy  to  reject. 

Mr.  Sloan  said,  be  did  not  rise  to  say  anything 
as  to  the  merits  of  this  bill.  He  rose  merely  to 
ohaefve,  that  a  bill,  in  all  respects  similar,  had 
bMn  On  their  tables  for  twenty  days.  He  was, 
therefore,  opposed  to  the  postponement. 

Mr.  ObEOQ  said,  the  gentleman  from  Tirginia 
had  Slated,  in  some  measnre,  the  reasons  i^ich 
would  indace  him  to  vote  for  the  rejection  of  the 
hilt.  The  bill  must  be  considered  as  holding  out 
sdttie  encouragement  lo  thes«  people.  He  had 
(iHrtys  thought  it  best  lo  meet  the  qnestioo  at 
oitce ;  fdr  which  purpose  he  had,  at  an  early  pe- 
riod of  the  sesiion,  brought  forward  a  resolblion, 
which  he  had,  however,  been  so  nnfortnnate  as 
never  to  have  gotten  up.  He  hoped  this  bill  would 
be  r^ected  i  and,  if  the  bill  were  taken  up.  that  it 
■WanlA  be  on  the  resolution.  This  was  a  bill,  not 
making  any  provision  but  only  telling  these  peo- 
jde  to  bring  forward  loeir  claim. 

iSr.  Cook  hoped  the  qnestiob  Wohld  not  be 
taken  on  the  rejection  of  the  bill  at  this  time. 
Tb«e  gentfemen  who  bftve  not  heretofore  held 
seats  In  th«  House,  are  not  adeqeaie  m  instanta- 
neously to  judge  of  itft  merits.  For  himself  he 
had  formed  no  deci^d  opinion.  He  Was  willing 
W  give  his  vote  as  the  ligKt  received  from  an  in- 
vestigation of  the  subject  should  lead  him.  Hr 
was  against  precipiiatrng a  decision,  which  woald 
not  be  treating  the  other  branch   with   proper 


Mr.  SfALDtnfi  ctlled  for  the  fending  of  that 
Mt  of  the  House,  which  prohibits  a  member  from 
'  TOliDg  on  a  question  in  which  he  is  personally 
iaiefeated. 
The  Clerk  read  the  rule^ 


Mr.  QoLnasoRousH  said  he  was  preoiselv  in 
i  alltiation  of  the  nnllaraaD  ftom  Peniisylva- 
I,  (Mr.  Kbllt.)    He  bad  Dever  iHTeatigated 


the  subject,  and  (he  colly  opitrion  be  had  fonoei 
had  been  on  prejudice.  Saeh  opinion  as  be  di4 
enieriainwas  hostile  to  the  Yazoo  claims;  b« 
he  was  agaiast  precipitate  meaanres.  He,  there- 
fore, moved  to  postpone  the  farther  aonsideratioft 
of  the  bill  to  Monday, 

The  Bfiaees  declared  this  motion  not  iU 
order. 

Mr,  QoLnBBORonoB  said,  he  most  then  reqoest 
to  be  excused  from  voiinc. 

Mr,  J.  R«Ni>ot.t>B.— I  hope  the  bill  will  be  re- 
jected. I  have  a  very  great  respect  for  a  full  and 
fair  discussion  of  every  qnestion  bronghi  befora- 
tbis  Assembly.  But  this  is  the  third,  and  I  d» 
□01  know  that  I  should  be  wrong  in  saying  it  i» 
the  fourth  sessjcm  since  thi<  business  bas  been 
pending  before  Congiets.  I  helieve  that  the  Re- 
port ofihe  Commissioners  bas  been  printed  i*i««, 
if  not  three  times,  for  the  information  of  mem- 
ben.  This  bill,  we  are  told,  has  been  laying 
twenty  days  on  our  tables.  Bat,  had  it  conoe  be- 
fore the  House  but  twenty  mtnnies  aeo.when  we 
advert  to  the  history  of  the  business,  I  am  wilU^ 
and  anxions  to  give  it  a  positive  and  prompt  re- 
jection. My  memory  ^unforlanatelj]  bad.  Ids 
not,  therefore,  recollect  when  this  subject,  sewelf 
denomiaated  the  Yazoo  snbjeet.  was  first  broaght 
into  this  House.  I  know,  however,  it  wa*  seve^ 
ral  sessions  ago,  and  I  recollect  that  it  was  attend- 
ed with  aome  peealiar  circninstanees.  I  raeoUect 
that,  importaoi  as  the  atibjeet  was.  the  diseasaion 
was  smothered  at  the  oatset ;  and  when  I  take  into- 
consideration  that  suppression  of  the  diacaseioa, 
with  other  facts  in  my  own  knowledge,  there  is  the 
strongest  pruna  facie  evidence  that  i(  was  de^ 
signedly  smotliered-.*    Bat  it  may  be  said  that  the 


*  Ttiii  unlbuaded  ii 


this  occiuion,  as  we  did  Uven,  by  s  republiesti(_ 
of  the  bets  then  ofleied,  in  full  conSdanca  that  th« 
public  opinion  will  be  just  and  unprejudiced.  The  fol- 
towing  IS  the  statement  which  wu  tfaengivsn  : 

"  At  the  iMt  seMion  of  Congress  the  Georgia  dsimtf 
wer«  taken  into  connJeration  bj  the  House  of  Repie- 
■entstiTefl  on  the  7th  day  of  February.  At  that  tiaw 
the  editor  reported  the  debates,  and  was  at  hts  seat. 
The  discussion  which  took  ptsee  was  eitremt^  dewot- 
tory  and  unimportant,  principally  inTolving  dataikr 
snd  eictodlng  any  interesting  principle.  The  twoneit 
days,  he  was  sbsent  frtnn  the  Honse.  His  abacnce 
wu  occasioQed  by  a  loTBre  indisposition,  the  eftee^ 
probably,  of  eicessive  occupation.  This  was  to  him, 
at  the  time,  cause  of  but  little  regret,  as  his  imprwdon 
was  that  the  discussion,  in  its  progrsH,  would  ba 
equally  uninteieitlng.  He  bad  not  the  least  idea  that 
it  wss  intended  to  contest  the  principles  of  compramiae 
proposed  in  the  report  ofthe  Commualonnw.  In  this 
he  was  mistaken.  It  m  happened  that,  on  ^ae  twe 
days,  those  principles  were  wsMly  contested.  On  the 
last  day  of  the  debate,  he  attended ;  but  the  ^wacbcs 
del)*ere]  being  altogether  replieatoiy  t»  thoae  mm- 
oa«(y  pronameed,  be  did  not  ftpott  them.  Undw 
standing,  a  few  days  aftar,  that  i(  was  Oie  widi  eras** 
oral  usBibsra  that  die  moat  prominent  patt*  ef  th*  da* 
b«u»  shoald  bs  girtm  to  iIm  pnblk,  ba  daclamd  hn  wi^ 
Hngn«M  to  paiUU  tllRDy  prsvidad  thai  ^eeekas  mada 
w  bOlb  ddaaooatd  ba  MakMd,  thai  theii4"ri,  aiikBa^ 
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■opprenioD  of  that  di^casiion  ought  to  regder  it 
more  proper  to  ditcass  the  bill  Defore  fou.  On 
the  rontrary,  the  act  of  suppresiioD,  three  or  foar 
Y*»t3  ago,  drew  the  aneoiioa  of  the  public  to  ibe 
rabject,  end  caused  the  report  of  the  CommiMion- 
ers  to  be  republished,  I  believe,  in  erery  aewspa- 
per  in  Ameriea. 

Now,  what  will  be  the  coDseqtKBce  of  this 
baNnem,  after  hftring  receired  the  attention  of 
one  branch  of  the  Legislature,  and  after  bavine 
been  Bltirred  o»er  by  the  other  t  I  believe  it  would 
require  no  prophet  to  pronoanee  on  the  event.  I 
bave  heard  of  a  certain  machine,  which  always 
gains  and  never  loaea — a  machine,  which  plain 
tragoners  call  a  shuffiiDg  stick.  Every  step  it 
geiB  up  hill  is  sure,  although  the  horse  b«  restiv^ 
or  the  wai^on  be  loaded  too  heavily  or  the  drivi 
be  JBcapable — still  it  cavnot  go  baeJi  ncraja. 

I  am  for  the  rejection  of  the  bill  for  another 
TCBsoa.  This  bill  may  be  called  the  OmcRa,  the 
last  letter  of  the  political  alphabet  [  but,  with  mo, 
h  is  the  Alpha ;  it  is  the  head  of  ihe  divisions 
among  the  republican,  paTty  ;  it  is  the  secret  and 
covert  cause  of  the  whole.  This  it  the  subject 
which  has  been  stloved  off  from  day  to  day,  mere- 

Stfaat  we  might  get  witnethiag  from  the  other 
ODse,  where  its  irieods  were  mora  numerous. 
YeE,a  uttioD  has  been  fbrmed  between  Cape  Ann 
Bnd  Marblehead,  and  Ute  Rio  del  Norte,  a  union  of 
the  Bast  with  the  West,  which  makss  Keatlemen 
more  touehy  and  jcbIohb  of  one  acre  oflhis  terri- 
tory ihenM  alt  Ihe  real  land  of  the  United  States. 
This  has  been  men,  and  the  naiitHi  is  sold.  I 
aay,  jud  ad  hot  m  Hlot,  the  nation  is  sold,    We 


impeifeet,  might  be  imputial,  H<  went  flutber.  Mid 
actually  applied  to  a  member  who  had  taken  a  oonapio- 
VmM  part  in  the  debate  for  a  sketch  ttf  his  nunaiks, 
which  he  deeliosd  giving. 

"  At  a  subsequent  period  of  the  session,  the  debate 
was  resumed  on  Mr.  J.  Randolph's  reeolations.  The 
whole  of  this  debate  was  given  in  the  Nstional  Tntelli- 

Sncer,  at  neat  length.  On  recurring  to  a  file  of 
St  paper,  it  will  be  seen,  that  this  debate  occupies 
fort;  columns ;  that  the  ■pcecbes  in  favor  of  the  claims 
'All  about  eleven,  while  those  against  the  datms  BQ 
about  twent7-three  columns ;  that,  of  the  latter,  the 
epeechea  of  Mr.  J.  Randolph  mode  about  eight  columns, 
tbe  Bpeeeh  of  Mr.  Rodney  about  five,  and  that  of  Mr. 
Thomas  M.  RaudoIjA  ab«at  nine  columns ;  and  that 
tS  the  fonnm  the  cmlj  speeches  of  considerable  length 
aie  those  of  Mr,  Lyon,  occnj^iag  about  six  columrks, 
and  of  Mr.  Bustis,  ooeupjing  abmit  two  columiu. 

«  So  &r  from  there  having  been  the  least  indiapoai- 
tion  on  the  part  of  the  editor  to  give  pitblidCf  to  every 
word  said  on  the  Georgia  claims,  it  has  been,  and  still 
M,  to  him,  cause  of  regret,  that  the  above  circuDutan- 
ces  occasioiied  the  non-appearance  of  the  first  debate. 
He  baa  no  interests,  no  prejudices,  or  biasses,  on  the 
subject,  other  than  those  wluch  Sow  from  a  regard  to 
the  public  good. 

"  These  are  the  frets  attending  this  al&ir.  They 
are  stated  to  remove  error,  and  to  show  that,  in  Ibis 
instance,  as  in  every  other,  the  editor  has  been  guided 
by  principles  of  strict  impartiality  and  justice.  If  he 
knows  himself,  be  would  disdain  to  conduct  a  public 
piiut  upon  any  other  principles." — Editor  ofKational 


have  heardoftbis  thing  two  years  ago,  anj  it  has 
cotne  to  pass.  No  prophets  so  true,  as  those  who 
have  the  means  to  bring  things  to  pass.  The 
Man  of  the  Mountaiu  is  the  truest  prophet  that 
ever  lived.  He  had  only  to  prophecy,  to  insure 
the  perdition  of  any  maD. 

What  is  the  bill  on  which  this  House  is  called  to 
■Cl  or  not  to  actl  If  the  gentleman  will  bnt  uaa 
half  the  intellig«nce  he  manifests  on  other  occa- 
sions, instead  of  asking  to  be  excused  from^ving 
a  vote,  he  will  vote  for  ao  instantaneous  rejeeticHt 
of  this  hill.  The  facts  are  simply  these:  That 
in  1T94  and  1795,  a  project  was  set  on  foot  to  de- 
batich  and  corrupt  the  Legislature  of  Georgia, 
and  to  obtain  for  the  projectors  a  tract  of  coun- 
try more  extensive  than  any  State  in  this  Union, 
and  more  fertile  than  most  of  them;  that  thia. 
project  snoceeded  :  that  the  Legislature  of  01«or- 
gia  was  bribed ;  that  for  a  mess  of  pottage,  to  ba 
eaten  by  themselves,  they  transferred  the  birth- 
right of  their  countrymen.  These  facta  are  is 
proof  to  the  House  J  and  instead  of  a  postpone- 
meiol,  genilemen  who  want  inforiaaiioo  bare 
oelv  CO  call  for  the  reading  of  the  records  on  yow 
table.  The  sum  siiptilated  to  be  paid  for  tha- 
country  in  question,  embracing  at  the  least  fortv 
millioua  of  acres,  was  $500,000.  This  law  eZCT' 
ted,  as  it  ought  to  have  excited,  in  the  people  et 
Oeofgia  one  general  sentiment  of  indignation. 
But  the  eorruptton  had  pervaded  and  flooded  and 
overflowed  every  department  of  the  Government. 
GtantK  were  made  oni,  and  the  granteea  held  the 
parchment  in  their  hands.  The  people  of  Qeor- 
gia  resolved  to  resort  to  first  priuciplas.  It  wlH 
Be  recoUeoied  that  the  eorrupilaw  was  passed  in 
1795.  In  the  subsequent  Spring  the  grand  jntiea 
of  the  several  counties  iBade  an  unanimous  pro- 
test against  its  passage  ;  the  succeeding  Legmla- 
ture  repealed  it,  burnt  the  parchment,  end  ex- 
posed its  aoihors.  And  what  are  we  now  abotit 
to  do?  Will  we,  after  following  an  illustrious 
patriot  to  his  ^re,  sully  the  fairest  page  in  h4a 
history  bv  giring  a  sanction  to  this  measure? 
The  people  will  say  you  are  mere  mummers,  act-* 
ors  that  put  on  false  garments  for  a  particular 
occasion,  and  the  moment  after  return  to  your 
original  io significance.  The  law  was  burnt— it 
was  exfrun^d  from  the  records  of  the  State,  and 
the  rescinding  act  incorporated  in  a  subsequent 
constitaiion  made  by  the  people.  But  the  grant- 
ees under  the  first  act — under  the  corrupt  act- 
bad  their  post-horses  and  rDOners  ready,  whofl^ 
to  the  Bast  and  the  West  t^e  North  and  the 
8anth,and  made  sale  of  their  grants.  To  whom 
did  they  sell?  To  persona  apprized  of  the  origi- 
nal invalidity  of  the  act.  But  if  they  did  not, 
does  that  change  the  question?  Who  are  ihe 
Legislature  of  Georgia?  The  delegates  of  the 
people  ot  Georgia.  Who  were  the  sovereigns  of 
the  several  States  before  the  Revolution  7  The 
representatives  of  the  Crown.  I  will  ask  y<m 
then  if  one  of  these  men  had  proceeded  to  give 
away  the  couuiry,  whether  the  Court  of  Eing^r 
Bench  would  not  have  set  aside  the  grant  1  They 
would.  Subsequently  to  this,  the  Doited  State* 
received  fiom  (he  Stale  of  Georgia  a  graM  of 
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the  eooDlTf  in  queRtion.  and  of  other  coualry  not 
in  queslion.  In  receiviog  this  graol.  they  bC' 
koowiedged  the  Talidity  of  the  rescindlDg  act  of 
Oeorgia.  The  Uoiced  states  when  ihej;  received 
the  grant  were  apprized  of  the  preceding  trans- 
fers,and  iheacceplaDce  of  llie  country  from  Oeor- 
;gia  IS  tiDFqiitrocal  evidence  of  their  opinioQ  that 
•the  original  act  of  1795  was  null  and  void.  Bui 
in  a  country  so  extensive  as  this,  in  which  some 
:MttlenieDts  had  been  previously  made  under  Brit- 
ish, Spanish,  and  other  graniH,  from  the  State  ol 
Oeorgia,  iban  those  of  1795,  it  will  be  readily  be- 
lieved there  were  many  aniagonizioe  claims  for 
4(md.  When,  therefore,  the  Uniied  Stales  re- 
ceived (he  country  from  Oeorgia,  they  enier 
'ioio  a  compact  with  Georgia,  or  obtained  permi 
:aioD  from  ner,  to  give  land  not  exceeding  live 
iinillions,  to  satisfy  claims  not  provided  for  in  the 
•wiginal  eontracl  with  her.  Now  the  bill  before 
you  proposes  to  give  thin  land  as  far  as  it  goes, 
and  lo  pledge  the  faith  of  the  Uniied  Slates  to 
that  particular  class  of  ctaimanta  whose  preten- 
sions  arise  under  ihe  act  of  1795.  These  claims, 
under  the  act  of  1795,  are  the  last  clau  of  cli ' 
uitder  the  State  of  Georgia  which,  in  my  opin- 
ion, the  Uniied  States  are  bound  to  satisfy.  Thi 
is  another  description  of  claims,  called  the  claii 
of  1789.  And  1  am  verv  glad  the  claims  of  1789 
are  not  included  in  ihis  bill,  because  the  joint  in- 
terest of  the  two  classes  might  possibly  have  aa 
efieci  that  in  ihii  House  a  single  class  would  not. 
Well,  Congress  look  the  grant  of  country  in  ques- 
tion from  Georgia.  Ther  bound  themselves  to 
extinguish  the  Indian  litle  to  lands  within  the 
existing  Slate  of  Oeorgia;  to  Georgia  they  stip- 
ulated 10  pay  a  certain  sum  of  money,  and  they 
'  reserved  the  right  of  appropriating  a  quantity  of 
lands  not  exceeding  five  millions  of  acres  to 
isfy  claims  not  specially  recognised  in  the 
tract  with  Georgia.  The  question  now  is, 
take  it,  whether  these  five  millions  shall  g 
satisfy  (be  claims  under  the  act  of  1795.  But  if 
it  should  he  the  sense  of  the  House  that  the  hill 
•includes  those  likewise  of  1789,  it  will  not  alter, 
in  my  opinion,  tbe  question. 

But  I  may  be  asked,  by  men  who  profess  not  to 
be  informed  on  this  subject,  what  is  this  act  of 
1789,  and  who  are  (be  claimants  under  it,  and 
how  can  there  he  interfering  claims  for  the  same 
lands?  The  case  is  simplv  Ihis.  In  1789  two 
companies  were  formed,  under  the  names  of  the 
South  Carolina  and  the  Virginia  Yazoo  Compa- 
nies, who  contracif  d  for  a  great,  and  the  greater 
part  of  the  country  afterwards  purchased  by  the 
claimants  under  tbe  act  of  1795.  But  Georgia 
alleges  (hat  they  did  not  comply  with  their  con- 
tract, and  (hat  it  was  therefore  set  aside,  and  the 
same  lands  subsequently  sold  under  the  act  of 
1795.  Be  it  remembered  that  the  purchasers  un- 
der tbe  act  of  1795  were  men  of  understanding, 
of  Intelligence,  of  intrigue;  designing  men  ;  spec- 
ulators; not  bullies  but  swindlers;  men  not  lo  be 
imposed  on,  but  with  their  eyes  open.  They 
bought  with  a  full  knowledge  of  the  equitable 
claims  of  1789.  When  I  say  this,  I  do  not  mean 
to  ad  vQcateihe  claims  of  1769.     When  put  to  tbe 
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test,  one  description  of  claims  will  be  foiuHl  as 
invalid  as  (be  other.  But  to  vhom  did  ibe  grast* 
ees  uoder  tbe  act  of  1795  sell}  After  tbe  pre- 
sentments of  the  grand  juries — after  it  had  tag 
throughout  the  con  tioeni— thai  tbe  whole  was  an 
iropoaition  of  corruption  and  fraud,  and  after 
there  was  every  reason  (o  believe  they  were  ac- 
quainted with  all  the  circumstances,  deeds  were 
given,  one  of  which  bears  cotemporaneous  dale 
with  the  rescinding  act  of  Oeorgia.  Afiertbis, 
what  did  (hey  do  1  They  went  rack  to  Oeorgia; 
there  the  money  they  had  paid  was  still  lyiegin 
the  treasury  of  Georgia,  willi  which  Oeorgia  nid 
she  would  have  nothing  lo  do ;  after  having  sold 
the  lands  for  which  they  had  paid  this  half  mil- 
lion, they  drew  this  very  money  from  the  trew 
of  Georgia,  Is  this  the  say-so  of  an  iadivid- 
J  The  act  appears  in  the  report  of  you 
Commissioners,  composed  of  ihe  Secretary  of 
Slate,  the  Secretary  of  Ihe  Treasury,  and  the  laie 
Atiorney  General,  in  a  report  now  on  your  table, 
and  which  has  been  twice  published  under  the 
authority  of  this  House. 

Now  the  question  simply  is,  will  you  do  any- 
thing to  give  any  further  countenance  to  these 
claims  ?  Will  you  countenance  the  fmud  a  IJtile 
further?  These  men  have  agents  here,  within 
your  Ooveroment,  who  hold  great  offices  under 
It  The  whole  weight  of  tbe  Executive  Govern- 
ment presses  it  on.  We  cannot  bear  up  against 
it.  The  whole  Execuuve  Qoveraraenl  has  had 
a  bias  lo  the  Yazoo  interest  ever  since  I  had  a 
seat  here.  This  is  the  original  ain,  which  has 
created  all  the  mischiefs  which  gendemeu  pte- 
(end  to  thiow  on  the  impressment  of  our  seamen, 
and  God  knows  wbai;  this  is  the  cause  of  those 
mischiefs  which  existed  years  ago. 

1  hope  I  shall  receive  credit  when  I  say  that  I 
never  rose  to  address  you  more  unprepared.  The 
bill  has  been  just  sent  down,  end  I  had  no  iuli- 
matiou  of  such  a  discussion.  ButI  call  on  geu- 
(lemen — not  on  (hose  who  have  been  advocating 
this  measure  at  tbe  Gteside  forfour  jnonthspasl — 
but  on  men  who  are  free  from  any  impression,  to 
say  whether  they  will  give  (heir  sanction  to  (tiis 
ioiqui(y ;  whe(ber,  after  officers  of  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  United  Slates  have  tampered  with 
members  of  this  and  (he  o(her  House  for  year& 
they  are  prepared  lo  take  (hat  step  which  will 
open  the  door  (o  this  scene  still  Wider?  What 
will  be  the  efi'ect  of  a  postponemeati  Gentle- 
men will  come  forward  and  siy  the  Senate  hare 
passed  a  bill  in  favor  of  these  ciaimauts;  (bese 
men  will  inquire  whether  this  is  not  a  counte- 
nance of  iheir  claims;  they  will  tell  yoo  they 
have  transferred  their  riffh(!<  (o  A,  B,  and  0,  until 
a(  last  resistance  will  fail,  and  you  will  give  a 
handle  to  the  axe  which  shall  lay  the  whole 

I  may  be  asked  about  this  lamperlag  of  Exec- 
utive officers.  Ai  the  last  session  I  had  (be  bailor 
10  cany  up,  and  conduct  an  impeachment  before 
tbe  other  House.  It  proved  uniuccetsful,  and  one 
of  tbe  principal  causes  was  this  Yazoo  sin.  I 
overheard  a  eonversaiion  between  a  worthy  friend 
of  mine  from  Oeoi^gia,  who  haa  gone  home,  and 
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■  gnmt  officer  of  the  OoTeronient  wheo  tbej 
were  fiiiinc  up  ihe  green  boxes  for  ibe  mngvatei 
of  Jhe  luia.  1  heard  ike ereat  officer  of  iheGor- 
eromeot  lampering  with  toat  man  toget  hiiTOte. 
I  overheard  it.  Let  him  be  brought  to  your  bar 
to-motTOw,  aud  he  will  tell  you  it  la  true.  Why, 
•ir,  ibis  is  nothing;  it  ii  dooe  every  day,  and 
every  hour  of  the  day.  It  is  there — at  the  fire- 
■ide — and  not  on  the  floor,  that  the  affairs  of  this 
cotiQiry  are  discussed  i  and  should  this  question, 
■a  ■  gealleman  has  said,  be  postponed  titlto-nior- 
row — till  Sabb«th  day,  on  whieh  holy  work  is 

Snerally  done— for  myself  I  would  not  give  one 
rthinf  for  the  question  ;  if  en  adjouromeDt  lake 
place  till  Monday,  and  if  all  the  secret  mechan- 
lam,  which  eTerybody  knows,  be  brought  to  bear 
upon  it,  I  would  not  give  a  farthing  for  ihe  issue. 
Wtial  hare  we  seen  as  late  as  yesterday  1  A 
vole  of  fifty-six  in  favor  of  a  resolution  dwindled 
down  hy  conversation  in  the  lobby  to  tweniy-dve. 
As  Ions  as  yon  adjourn  and  prdlou^  this  diseus- 
gioD,  wliai  do  you  do?  I  am  williog  to  allow 
thai  what  I  have  offered  this  moroine  is  hardly 
worth  an  answer.  Bat  gentlemen  will  come  in 
with  their  pieces  of  paper,  with  speeches  ready 
cut  sod  dry  in  reply  to  what  I  have  now  said. 
Thia  is  (be  fashion  of  the  day — there  is  no  dogbt 
of  it.  Yesterday  the  House  adjourned,  and  de- 
ferred Ihe  consideration  of  a  reaolulioD  declaring 
the  holding  of  civil  and  military  offices  in  one 
person  incompatible  with  the  spirit  of  the  Coo- 
(titatioo.  Well,  genilemea  have  come  down  to- 
day with. their  arguments.  How<comes  it.  Ihey 
will  say,  that  the  President  of  the  Uoiied  Stales 
is  conunander-in  chief  of  the  armies,  at  the  same 
lime  that  he  is  the  first  civil  Executive  officer^ 
I  know  they  will — I  am  sure  lam  correcC.  And 
we  may  go  on  until  Executive  infinence  shall 
become  like  a  bow,  which  you  may  turn  in  any 
way,  sod  point  in  any  direction. 

BOr.  Fi8K  said  he  was  one  of  those  unfortunate 
men  who  were  not  informed  on  this  subject;  he 
pleaded  guilty  lo  the  charge,  and  if  be  were  thus 

£reci  pi  lately  coihpelled  lo  give  a  vote,  it  would 
»  against  the  rejection  of  this  bill.  And  yet  he 
wms  free  to  declare  he  was  undecided  as  to  the 
final  vole  he  should  give  on  this  subject.  But  he 
wmild  never  consent  to  vole  aivay  any  man's 
right  until  he  had  been  heard.  Tbe  itne  ques- 
tion at  present  before  us,  said  Mr.  F.,  is.  whether 
we  shall  be  allowed  further  lime  lo  make  up  our 
judgments  on  this  eubject.  I  do  not  undertake 
to  say  that  the  information  which  ihe  gentleman 
from  Virginia  has  given  of  ibe  atrocious  frauds 
practiaed  in  ibis  business  are  unfounded,  though 
I  do  wonder  that  the  persons  concerned  in  them 
have  commilted  them  to  his  keeping,  or  lo  deny 
that  Execoiive  influence  is  so  dangerous  as  he 
represents  it  lo  be,  though  1  confess  I  do  not  see 
it.  Bnt  1  am  prepared  to  say  ibal  the  members 
of  this  House  are  not  of  such  a  cast  as  to  be 
bought  in  four  and  twenty  hours,  or  to  be  misled 
by  any  Executive  officer.  I  am  unwilling  so  far 
to  criminate  tbe  cbaracier  of  a  rejwesentaiive  of 
the  people,  as  to  adnul  thai  it  is  dangerous  to 
pealpone  a  vubject  for  a  short  time  for  fear  of  hia 


corruption.  I  wish  to  know  whether  the  Ameri- 
can people  are  so  vicious.  1  do  not  believe  this 
portrait  correcL  I  hope  the  bill  will  be  post- 
poned. If  it  is  not^  1  shall  give  my  vote  against 
Its  rejection,  I  think  it  my  duly  to  inquire  into 
tbe  subject,  though  I  am  willing  lo  say  my  im- 
pressions are  unfavorable  to  the  claims. 

Mr.  GoLDBBOBOuoH.— I  am  not  prepared  lo  give 
the  vole  of  an  honest  legislator  on  ibis  subiect. 
Whatever  may  be  the  informaiioa  possessed  by 
other  gentlemen,  1  have  none  on  wbtch  to  forma 
satisfactory  decision.  I  had  heard  some  lime  since 
that  ibe  mdsl  satisfactory  iaformalion  on  ibis  sub- 
ject was  lobe  found  in  tne  report  of  the  Commis- 
vioners.  But  I  must  remind  gentlemen  that  that 
reportMias  not  been  laid  on  our  tables  this  session. 
When  Ilearned  this  I  endeavored  to  obtain  a  copy, 
but  without  success,  and  1  yesterday  tried  to  get 
a  pamphlet,  which,  I  understood,  contained  con- 
siderable information ;  but  in  vain.  Thus  unin- 
formed, when  this  bill  came  under  consideration 
it  became  my  duly  to  devise  some  mode  of  getting 
that  information  I  wanted,  and  when  I  examined 
the  rules  I  found  one  which  I  thought  admitted  a 
motion  to  postpone.  This  motion  I  accordingly 
made,  without  any  view  to  an  injurious  delay — for 
my  prejudices  are  against  the  claims.  Ii  is  said 
sentlemen  ought  to  Ik  prepared  to  vote  on  this  bill, 
for  it  has  been  twenty  days«n  our  labies.  But  1 
B^  gentlemen  whether  it  is  the  duty  of  ihe  mem- 
bers of  (his  House  to  examine  before  it  comes  be- 
fore us  every  subject  depending  before  the  Senate  1 
Is  there  nol  business  enough  before  ua  fully  to  oc- 
cupy our  attention  1  Tbe  motion  of  posiponement 
the  Chair  has  declared  out  of  order.  I  then  only 
ask  the  House  to  exou.'«  me  from  voting  on  this 
bill.  I  will  only  add,  thai  it  is  a  subject  with 
which  Inever  hadanyibingio  do,  and  that  I  know 
no  man  who  is  particularly  concerned  in  it. 

Mr.  Sajllt  hoped  (be  gentleman  would  not 
be  excused.  He  said  he  stood  himself  in  the  same 
situation,  and  was  unprepared  to  vote  upon  it. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  excusing  Mr. 
GoLusBOBOiioB  from  voliii^,  and  carried  in  the 
affirmative — yeas  58,  nays  51. 

Mr.  Kelly  said  be  was  likewise  under  the  ne- 
cessity of  asking  to  be  excused.  It  was  true  the 
bill  as  offered  to  ihe  Senate  had  Iain  some  lime  oa 
tbeirlablea;  but  it  was  well  known  (hat  bills  gen- 
erally underwen(  considerable  alteration  previous 
to  their  passage,  and  ihere  had  been  no  reason  to 
infer  that  tiiis  would  not  be  the  case  wiih  the  pre- 
sent bill.  He  said  that  he  had  some  time  since 
taken  considerable  pains  to  inform  himself  on  (his 
subject,  when  there  was  a  prospect  of  its  being 
brought  before  the  House;  but  the  informaiioa 
be  had  obuined  was  imperfect,  and  thai  be  had 
nol  had  lime  locomparetbefactKailendingibe  busi- 
ness with  ihe  provisions  of  the  bill  on  tbe  table, 
so  as  to  be  enabled  (o  give  a  faithful  and  honest 
vote.  The  decision  beiog  (bus  hurried,  placed  him 
under  (be  necessity  of  asking  to  be  excused  from 
voting.  As  to  himself,  he  would  declare  thai  he 
had  hud  no  concern  in  (his,  or  indeed  in  any  other 
speoulalioD ;  nor  were  there  any  persons  interest- 
ed in  it  for  whom  he  felt  a  peculiar  regard. 
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Mr.  Tbomab  said  he  should  vote  agajnit 

cusiDg  the  geDllemati  from  Peonsyh 


Toting  against  the  rejeelioa  of  the  bill,  and 
wards  aeaiost  the  bill  itself,  if,  on  coo  aid  era  tt  on, 
it  appeared  improper  lo  pass  it.  In  the  exigeocy 
in  which  the  House  were  placed,  b?  their  oeing 
ftorced  thus  precipitately' to  acton  this  business, 
the  only  proper  course,  m  his  opinion,  was  to  vole 
egaiost  rejecting  the  bill,  thereby  allowing  lime 
for  examiuing  it.  Under  this  7iew  of  the  subject 
be  hoped  the  gentlemau  from  Pennsylvania  would 
not  be  excused  from  Toting,  or  any  other  meraber, 
unless  he  waspersoQally  interested. 

Mr.  D.  R.  Williams  said  he  should  rote  for 
the  rejection  of  this  bill  more  heartily  than^e  had 
erer  voted  on  any  subject  in  the  course  of  bis  life. 
If  he  were  totally  ignorant  of  the  eoormous  vil- 
lany  of  the  Legislaiure  of  Georgia  he  should  stltl 
Tote  for  its  rejeciioo,  because  it  carried  with  it 
one  principle,  which  he  could  nerer  agree  to  sane- 
tfoD  with  his  Tote,  it  vested  the  House  with  both 
a  legislatiTe  and  judicial  character. 

Mr.  CoRRAo  said  it  was  painful  to  him  to  heiar 
gentlemen  asiting  to  be  excused  from  voting  od 
diis  or  any  other  subject,  as  he  was  convincedlhe 
correct  course  was  to  allow  time  on  all  subjects 
for  forming  a  dispassionate  judgment.  This  too, 
he  b«lieTed.  was  the  first  lime  this  indul^cehad 
ever  heen  d^oied  in  this  House.  For  himself,  he 
said  he  was  prepared  to  vote  on  the  Yazoo  busi- 
ness iu  every  shape  it  mi^  assume  ;  because  it 
was  among  the  most  odious  things  he  had  ever 
heard  of.  He  said  he  detested  and  abhorred  the 
whole  business.  But  he  was,  at  the  sante  time, 
willing  to  give  other  gentlemen  an  opportunity  to 
make  up  their  minds.  He  coQctuded  by  s&jing 
he  considered  the  motion  of  postponement  stnctly 

Theqneslioo  was  then  taken  on  excusing  Mr. 
Eellt  from  voting,  and  passed  in  the  negative — 
yeas  49,  nays  58. 

Mr.  SmuB.— The  question  returns  on  icjecting 
the  bill.  IregretthatihisdecisionisthttaOTesseif. 
It  is  the  first  time  I  bare  ever  seen  memuers  in 
the  situation  in  which  they  ai*e  now  jHaced.  I 
wish  a  small  delay  had  been  allowed — but  Mr. 
Speaker  has  decided  a  motion  to  postpone  to  be 
out  of  order,  and  there  is  no  remedy.  The  qnes- 
tioQ  being  to  he  taken  on  the  rejection  of  tiie  bill 
1  shall  vote  for  it.  I  never  had  but  onesentiraent 
on  that  subject,  although  T  never  could  consider  it 
of  such  magnitude  as  some  appear  to  consider  it. 

I  ever  belie-"^  ■■  ■ '---^ 

to  decide  oi 

has  drawn  in  all  the  consequences  rbet  we  have 
heardstated to-day  by  ibe^ntlemanfrom  Virginia, 
that  is,  has  influenced  this  House  in  the  decision 
ef  every  other  question,  I  cannot  believe — that 
the  representatives  of  the  American  people  are  so 
corrupitbat  in  the  course  of  a  single  evening  they 
may  be  made  by  the  Executive  to  adopt  anything 
they  please,  I  cannot  believe.  This  is  such  a  pic 
tnre  of  the  members  of  this  House  as  I  do  not 
think  any  member  is  authorized  to  draw.  Nay, 
the  member  has  referred  to  a  esse  io  which  a 


strange  influence  is  represeDted  to  bave  been  ex- 
erted, where  there  was  not  a  minute  to  spare.  Mr. 
Speaker,  has  it  come  to^this,  that  the  members  ot 
this  House  can  get  beh'nd  ihmr  seats,  and  a  few 
influence  all  the  rest  on  a  q^ueetion  of  the  last 
moment — on  a  question  on  which  the  GonstitDti<Mi 
of  our  country  is  involved?  Good  Ood  !  is  tiM 
House  so  corrupt  ?  But  I  will  say  no  more  oa  diis 
subject — every  member  who  hears  me  knows  they 

Mr.  Conrad  said,  he  skonldTOie  for  rejecting 
the  bill.  He  thought  Borae  farther  time  onght  to 
be  allowed,  and  if  any  of  the  yonager  members 
would  appeal  from  the  decision  of  the  Chair,  be 
would  second  the  motion. 

A  member  called  for  the  reading  of  the  trill  for 
information. 

Mr.  J.  Randolpd  opposed  the  call,  and  aske^ 
whether  it  had  not  already  been  read  twice. 

Mr.  Crownihbhibld  said  he  hoped  it  wotiUbe 
read  twenty  times,  if  necessary. 

The  Sfbakeb  put  the  question  on  its  bong  read, 
which  was  carried  by  a  large  majority. 

Mr.  KeLlt  said,  he  though  there  ooghi  not  t» 
be  a  line  of  distinction  drawn  between  the  mem- 
bers of  the  House,  and  therefore  moved  ft  reeoB- 
sideratiooofthevoteexcusingMr.GoLDaBOBOTMH 
fVom  voting;  which  was  agreed  to,  and  the  res- 
olution to  excuse  him  rescinded — yeaB,M,  says  44. 

Mr.  J.  Ran!)olph  said,  he  hoped  the  bill  would 
be  rejected,  and  that  ati  end  would  be  out  to  the 
miserable  farce  of  begging  to  be  excused  from  tu- 
ling,  when  geiftlemen  could  answer  the  Nine  pm^ 
pose,  a  thing  which  was  every  day  practised,  hy 
stepping  aside.  He  hoped  that  if  they  did  not 
wish  to  vote  they  would  take  this  course,  and  that 
the  House  would  no  longer  be  pestered  with  their 
motions.  What !  are  -gentlemen  afraid  to  )«seL« 
TaJioovote?  Theyfirstereused  onememberfroia 
voting.  But  they  found  that  this  would  act  da> 
and  they  therefore  reftesed  excusing  aaother,  Mid 
nM  satisfied  with  this,  they  must  reconsider  their 
first  vote,  and  get  a  Yazoo  vole  back  again.  Thtt 
is  the  plain  case.  I  hope  we  shatl  not  rise  till  we 
have  the  qnesiion.  Were  I  disposed  to  postpone 
the  proceedings  of  this  Houw,  I  shontd  be  in  <B<rar 
of  delayiog  this  decision  till  the  grattemaa  fVoca 
Maryland  (Mr.  NicaoLaoH)  now  absent,  sbevU 
return  inHo  the  House— that  i*  an  antt-Vaseo 
vote  ;  and  everybody  knows  it.  That  is  a  maa 
of  honorable  views,  who  having  at  Grit  heea  ea- 
ided  into  an  acqaiesoeoce  in  the  claims,  without 
having  suffioienlly  examined  tbera,  had  af^mrda 
vtrtDG  and  magnanimity  eoongh  to  acknowledge 
that  he  had  been  wrong,  and  to  declare  that  he 
would  not  commit  The  keeping  of  bis  refstaiion  to 

When  1  Was  up  before,  I  omitted  to  say  manr 
things  that  have  a  bearing  on  this  questton,  sil 
may  have  said  several  things  that  bad  no  beariag 
on  it.    But  there  is  one  fact  which  I  omitted— 


my  statement  let  the  Georgia  delegates  eorieet 
me — this  mm  happened  to  he  admitted  into  the 
>ecretioftfaeDirM,whe  haddoneadeedwithcnt 


917 


HISTORY  OP  CONGRESS. 


Habcr,  isoe. 


Yaxoo  Olaima. 


H.OPR. 


a  Dimei  who  had  cotniplcd  the  LegislalOre  of 
QeorgJB.  He  went  borne,  and  be  was  blockhead 
enough  to  speak  what  he  thought,  notwithstanding 
hU  principles  and  his  ptomiseB.  He  ttas  used  ti^ 
a  grubbing  hoe  to  do  dirty  work  and  then  throwt 
■aide  as  a  useless  engine.  He  lold  others  what  hi 
knew.  Mark  the  catastrophe— at  a  sijll  hour  of 
the  night,  without  being  the  enemy  of  any  mortal 
man,  be  was  shot.  And  it  is  from  this  fact 
that  we  now  wBnl  on  this  question  the  beoeSt  of 
ft  witness,  who  was  murdered  in  cold  blood,  and 
whose  testimony  has  thus  been  prevented  from 
being  brought  forward  to  this  or  other  tribanals 
before  which  the!«  claims  may  be  brought.  This 
fact  is  a  truth  as  nocorioas  as  toe  massacre  of  " 
ton  or  the  battle  of  Concord. 

But,  we  are  told  by  some  gentlemen  that  this 
is  not  ■  question  of  magnitude.  What  is  a  ques- 
tion of  magnitadeT  If  the  people  of  the  United 
States  Bre  to  go  to  war  with  Britain  for  a  three 
penny  tax  on  tea,  is  not  that  a  question  of  mag- 
aimde— for  there  is  a  great  political  principle  in- 
Tdted  in  that  tai.  And  whet  is  the  real  state 
of  the  cotiniiy  J  The  quarter  from  which  we 
have  most  to  dread  is  speculators— land-jobbers, 
and  If  yoa  can  presetve  the  interests  of  the  com- 
mumty  inviolaUe  asaiost  them,  your  inferior  in- 
terests are  safe.  And  where  do  we  find  erery  land- 
JObbeT,  in  actione  or  pasffit,  but  rallying  round  this 
iniquity  1  And  what  will  be  the  eTent  if,  by  little 
ud  little,  you  sanction  these  claims— the  preten- 
sions of  these  men— but  that  you  will  fftll  beneath 
the  power  of  Yazoo  roeQ— of  speculators  in  land 
and  paper  scrip  T  And  Is  net  this  a  qnettlon  of 
magnitude,  Whether  a  country  embrBcine  forty 
cailTions  of  acres  shall  be  barKced  away  f  And 
is  it  not  a  great  principle,  whether  a  Legitlatire 
body  has  a  right  to  sell  their  voles,  and  whether 
the  rights  vested  by  them  shall  pass  1  No,  the 
queaiion  whether  you  sliall  lay  a  durr  of  two  per 
cent,  is  a  question  of  Dtagnitode,  and  is  reported 
at  foil  lenjrlh  j  bat  this  is  not  a  question  of  mag<- 
aitude  I    Yes,  they  all  draw  tcfether !    Yesterday 

Kia  dedided  that  contractors  were  not  officers, 
ow,  mark,  if  the  eontrae tors  and  Y&ioa  men  do 
Hot  draw  together,  to  pull  this  thing  out  <^  the 
mil-e  ;  it  is  a  thing  welt  understood,  and  We  well 
nndei^tand  the  men  who  advocate  it. 

But  the  gentleman  ftom  Pennsylvania  ask^, 
Are  we  a  set  of  men  so  corrupt  t  Is  this,  indeed, 
the  state  of  things?  The  gentleman  ought  to 
know  there  are  different  sorts  of  corruption.  There 
is  a  corruption  of  interest,  that  is  number  one  j 
there  is  a  corruption  of  timidity,  which  consists 
in  men  not  saying  what  they  think,  that  is  number 
two;  there  is  a  corruption  of  Court  influence — 
of  party — and  there  is  a  corruption  which,  tbouab 
last  is  not  least,  the  corruption  of  irreconcilable, 
^reooal  animosity— a  corruption  which  will  en- 
gage a  man  to  go  all  lengths  to  injure  him  whom 
he  hates  and  despises,  or  rather,  whom  he  cannot 
despise,  t>e«ause  ne  hates.  And  when  we  take  all 
dtese  consi derations  into  question,  and  that  there 
are  men  aow  ready  to  g(«sp  your  lands  in  Ohio, 
iH  Indiana,  and  yoat  other  tetritories,  are  we 
wHltnj;  to  Koome  parties  to  Uiia  H^emu  league 


7  If  we  carry  on  this  aSkir  one 
step  farther,  what  will  be  the  siiaation  of  the  na- 
tion 1  1  call  oa  gentlemen  (whom  I  have  no  right 
to  consider  under  the  influence  of  personal  or  pri' 
vale  interest)  to  vote  with  effect  this  day,  or  to  give 
up  their  country  to  the  fate  that  futurity  has  other- 
a  ise  in  store  for  it — to  discard  all  idea  of ''scratch 
me,  and  111  tickle  you,"  It  is  ont  of  the  cbaoeea 
of  futurity  for  this  Assembly,  or  this  nation,  to  be 
corrnpled  fromany  other  source  than  land.  Thera 
is  no  other  fund  caa  do  it.  But  where  is  the  use 
of  taking  airs  on  ourselves,  and  pretending  to 
more  virtues  in  our  public  than  we  get  credit  for 
Id  odr  private  capaciiies  1  Look  at  the  Legislature 
of  Cieorgia.  That  body  was  composed  of  men 
with  the  same  flesh  and  blood  with  ourselves. 
They  were  bought,  and  tbev  followed  the  fate  of 
every  political  body  under  the  sun.  They  died  a 
nalural  death.  The  whole  question  is,  how  long 
you  shall  keep  this  period  o^  and  whether  yoa 
will  take  poison  to-day,  or  live  ont  the  time  which 
Ood  has  allotted  to  you?  Yesl  who  were  the 
legislators  of  (3eorgia?  They  werr  the  sama 
men,  elected  by  the  same  freeholders,  possessed 
of  the  same  qaalifications,  and.  in  many  respect*) 
the  same  tnen,  who  are  now  oa  this  floor.  I  ask 
if  ray  excellent  friend  from  Georgia  is  more  ia<- 
corrupt  than  the  Georgia  Legislatnre  were  pre- 
sumed to  be?    You  may  flz  what  stamp  yon 


the  same  temper,  the  same  falilbilitjr. 

We  are  told  that  this  is  a  question  oa  which 
we  onght  to  have  a  dispassionate  discusiion.  I 
am  always  for  a  dispasaionara  consi  delation  of 
every  important  question  before  it  is  acted  on^ 
and  I  have  given  to  this  a  dispassionate  ezamina- 
tloni  But,  I  should  despise  myself,  if  I  could 
come  into  this  Assembly,  and,  like  a  cold-blooded 
nataralist,  weigh  the  corruption  of  certain  indi- 
viduals of  Georgia  against  the  corruption  of  offi> 
cers  of  this  Qovernment.  1  should  despise  myself, 
if  I  could  dispassionately  weigh  the  one  against 
the  other,  and  find  the  one  outweighed  the  other 
half  a  drachm.  The  whole  territory  of  the  people 
of  the  United  Stales  is  at  stake.  Say  this  bilt 
shall  not  be  rejected,  falter,  and  what  will  be  th« 
effect?  The  whole  of  the  public  lands  of  the 
United  States  will  follow  the  fate  of  the  Yazna 
business.  It  most  certainly  will.  With  all  our 
virtue,  there  is  land  enough  in  the  United  Statea 
to  buy  us,  and  wo^e  to  him  that  is  put  into  this 
stale  of  temptation.  Let  no  man  think  too  highly 
of  his  owa  incorruptibility.  There  was  a  Cato 
in  the  time  of  Rome,  and  I  am  willing,  if  it  will 
satisfy  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania,  to  allow 
him  to  be  the  man.  But,  what  will  become  of 
this  Assembly  when  you  bring  into  play  a  bun-  ^ 
dred  millions  of  acres,  and  talk  of  the  And  from  ' 
which  the  British  Parliament  is  corrupted  ?  Onea 
pass  this  hill,  and  the  fund  of  the  British  Ministry 
will  dwindle  into  insignificance.  Go  and  engender 
Yazoo,  and  this  enne  of  speculation,  like  the 
members  of  the  polypus,  cut  it  in  ns  many  pieces 
as  you  please,  will  appropriate  to  itself  a  new 
body?    Where  are  you?  You  are  low  free.   Bu 
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how  loDg  will  yoa  remain  so,  after  giTiDS  yi 
MDCtioQ  tolhia  bill?    Wbat  bare  we  seen  1    } 
hare  seen  a  question  of  momentoua  Gonsii 
tianal  iroporiance  brought  forward  in  this  House. 
What  have  we  donel     It  is  a  staading  Parlia- 
menlary  jest,  like  tbe  question  of  Parliamentary 
leform,  in  another  body,  after  the  accession  of  a 
great  political  reformer  to  the  Ministry.    I  speak 
of  the  smendmeni  lo  the  Constitution  relaCiTC  to 
the  tenure  of  tbe  judicial  office,  and  the  propo- 
titioD  to  purge  this  Assembly  of  oootractors.     It 
has  gone  to  the  family  vault  ol  all  the  Gapulets, 
and  a  requiem  has  been  sung  over  them.    The 

fenileniGD  from  PennsTlvania  and  New  York 
ave  chanted  repose  to  tneir  souls. 
But  tbe  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  asks  if  i 
ii  possible  that  in  halfaD  hour,  or  in  a  few  hours,  a 
the  fire-side,  or  elsewhere,  the  vote  of  this  aasem 
blv  cSD  be  changed? — are  we  indeed  so  corrupt' 
Why,  I  have  no  hesiiaiioti  to  say,  and  I  believe 
am  not  out  of  order  in  saying  so,  the  cauxe  which 
princiDatiy  drew  ray  attention  was  this:  When 
a  gentleman  who  uniformly  presides  in  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole  with  great  dignity,  was  compell- 
ed to  hare  recourse  to  strong  measures  to  preserve 
decorum,  1  was  surprised  to  see  the  gentleman 
from  Pennsylvania  quilting  bis  seat,  leaving  bis 
own  province,  and  coming  over  to  oar  fire-side, 
purposely  to  create  a  disturbance.  I  wish  lo  be 
understood,  before  J  sit  down,  as  not  having  made 
a  single  allusion  to  the  gentleman  from  Vermont 
(Mr,  PisK,)  I  abjure  the  idea.  But  I  did  hear 
gentlemen  who  are  tbe  most  eager  advocates  of 
the  Yazoo  claims,  declare  time  was  not  allowed 
to  consider  them,  and  when  I  witnessed  such  un- 
blusbina;  effroutery,  I  could  not  withhold  the  re- 
marks Imade.  What  will  be  the  effect  of  a  sim- 
ple rote  of  this  House,  that  this  bill  shall  not  pass, 
taken  secundum  artem,  more  vugorwn?  It  will 
be  this,  that  tbe  House  are  of  opinion  that  there 
are  some  errors  in  its  details,  some  inaccuracy  in 
it  which  ought  not  to  be  admitted,  and  that,  there- 
fore, it  is  rejected.  And  what  will  this  prove  to 
men  who  will  not  see  the  sun  at  mid-day?  To 
Yazoo  men,  blind  to  all  iniquity  perpetrated  in 
Georda?  I'hey  will  tell  you  it  may  have  been  re- 
jected  on  account  of  some  small  defect;  they  will 
come  forward  at  the  next  session  with  an  aeces- 
aion  of  strength,  and  you  will  have  tbesame  ground 
to  BO  over  again.  Hence  the  necessity  for  the 
explicit,  prompt,  and  strongly  marked  indignation 
of  [bis  House  in  its  immediate  rejection.  A  man 
who  shall  merely  rote  against  the  bill  in  its  last 
stage  shall  not  by  me  be  considered  as  merely 
committed,  we  shall  not  know  what  his  reasons 
are  for  his  rote;  but  a  man  whovotes  in  this  stage 
of  the  business  for  tbe  rejection  of  the  bill  can- 
_  not  be  considered  as  a  trimmer,  he  will  show 
'  himself  A  be  a  decided  man  against  it  under  all 
modifications.  Under  present  circumstances  it  is 
of  the  last  importance  that  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives should  do  what  they  have  a  legislative 
right  to  do — say  that  this  bill  shall  be  rejected;  that 
the  hopeH  of  the  claimants  may  be  crushed  as  far 
as  they  can  be  by  a  vote  of  thi!>  House. 

Mr.  QoLDs  BO  BOD  OH.— 1  did  not  stand  in  need 


of  the  injunction  of  thegeottenian  from  Virginia, 
if  I  wished  to  decline  voting  on  this  occasion,  to 

SI  onl  of  the  bar ;  but  so  long  as  I  hold  a  seat  ia 
is  House  1  will  never  consent  to  do  this.-  For 
1  should  think  myself  placed  in  a  most  contempti- 
ble situation,  if  any  of  my  constituents  should  ask 
me  what  vote  I  gave  on  a  particular  occasion,  I 
should  be  obliKecTio  tell  him  that  instead  of  gir- 
ing  a  vote  I  skulked  behind  the  bar. 

Mr.  J.  Randolph  said  he  assured  the  gentle- 
man he  imputed  to  him  no  improjier  motive.  He 
had  been  totally  misunderstood  if  the  gentleman 
drew  any  such  inference  from  what  he  had  said. 
Mr.  OoLDaBOHOuoH  said  he  was  gratified  by 
tbe  Kentleman's  explanation,  but  he  hoped  he 
would  be  permitted  to  go  on.  When  be  nad  de- 
sired a  postponement  till  Mondav,  it  was  fromtlie 
best  motives.  He  said  he  cared  nothing  for  tbt 
Yazoo  claims;  he  had  no  interest  in  them.  He 
was  sorry  the  vote  excusing  him  from  voting  b*i 
been  re-considered.  He  deemed  himself  at  lib- 
erty at  all  times  to  decline  voting  when  he  wai 
not  duly  informed;  be  should  not,  therefore,  rMt 
on  tbe  piesent  occasion. 

Mr.  Kelly  said  he  should  vote  against  tbe  re- 
jection of  this  bill,  to  allow  farther  lime  for  a  dis- 
cussion of  the  subject,  without  pledging  fai«selt 
how  he  should  vote  on  its  final  ^ssage. 

Mr.  Sailly  said  he  did  not  wish  to  give  a  vote 
without  information.  He  thought  this  busincM 
unnecessarily  hurried.  He  considered  iithedntyol 
the  new  members,  who  were  not  informed  on  i^ 
to  vote  against  the  rejection  of  the  bill,  which  was 
the  only  way  of  refuting  such  arbitrary  conducL 
The  question  was  then  put,  Shall  the  bill  be  re- 
eled, .  -      .       —         ■ 

Yiia — Iiutc  Anderson,  David  Bard,  BnrweD  Bis- 
Mtt,  George  M.  Bedingar,  WiUiam  BUcUedge,  John 
BIske,  jun.,  Thamu  Blonnt,  Robert  Brown,  WiUkm 
Budei,  Levi  Caiej,  John  Claiborne,  Chiistophm' Clarfc, 
Joseph  Clay.  Matthew  Clay,  John  CloptoD,  Frederidk 
Cannd,  John  Dawson,  Bliu  Earla,  JohnW.Eppea, 
James  M.  Oamett,  Petmvoa  Goodwyn,  Edwin  Gray, 
Andrew  Gregg,  SilaB  Halsey,  John  Hamilton,  DafU 
Holioei,  Wolifli  Jones,  Thomu  KensJi,  Michael  Laib, 
Duncan  McFailand,  Robert  Marion,  Joaish  Mistert, 
Nichols*  R.  Moore,  Thomas  Moore,  Joho  Morrow, 
Gurdon  S.  MumfoTd,  Boger  Nelson,  Thomas  Netrloo, 
jun.,  Gideon  Olin,  John  Pugh,  John  Randolph,  Ttiom- 
aa  M.  Randolph,  John  Rhea  of  Pennsylvania,  Jacob 
RicbBida,  Tbomss  Sammons,  Thomas  Handrord,  Ebt- 
nezer  Beaver,  James  Sloan,  John  Smilie,  John  Smitb, 
Ssmuel  Smith,  Henrj  Southard,  Thomas  Spalding, 
Richard  Stanford,  Philip  R.  ThompMn,  Abram  Trigg, 
John  Whitehill,  Bobert  Wbitehill,  David  R.  Williams, 
Alexander  WilMin,  Richard  Winn,  and  Joseph  Win- 


Betton,  Bamsbos  Bidwi 
ler,  Martin  Chittenden,  Orchard  Cook,  Jacob  Civvb- 
inabield,  Richard  Cntta,  Samnel  W.  Dua,  Eira  Dariiy, 
John  Davenport,  jun.,  William  Dickson,  Jamea  Elliot, 
Caleb  BUia,  Bbenezsr  Elmer,  William  Ely,  WiHiaai 
Fiudley,  James  Fiok,  John  Fowler,  Isaiah  L-  Oreen, 
Bath  Hastings,  William  Hehns,  David  Uoagli,J(dmQ. 
Jackson,  James  Kelly.  Jaeeph  Lewis,  jnoq  Hottbaw 
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LjoD,  WiltiuD  McCraery,  Jeiamiih  Moiiow,  JonattiBii 
O.  HomIj,  JerenuBb  Nelwa,  Timotb;  Pitkin  jan, 
Jonah  Quiney,  John  Ruuell,  Peter  Siilly.  Mu-tio  G. 
Schuneman,  John  Cotton  Smith,  Jouph  Stanton,  Wil- 
liam Sledman.  Lewis  B.  Sturgea,  Samuel  Taggart, 
Benjamili  Tallmailge,  Samael  Tenney,  D^Tid  Thomii, 
Tbomai  W.  ThampMo,  Uri  Tracy,  Killian  R.  Van 
Rennelaar,  Joaeph  B.Varnum,  Peleg  Wadeworth,  Eli- 
tist Wickea,   Mannadoke  Wiliiama,  and   Nalban 


Wm 


So  ihe  bill  was  rejected. 

Mr.  J.  Randolph  moved  ibai  the  Hou?e  ad- 
ioBTD.  He  aaid  tba(  a  f«w  days  ago  the  House 
Dftd  Rdjouroed  on  hccoudI  of  (be  deaib  of  Geaeral 
JackaoD.  He  hoped  they  would  now  itdjouiD  on 
■ccoDDt  of  bis  resiiiTeclioD.  For  he  had  told  him, 
ibai  if  he  could  give  a  death-blow  to  the  Yazoo 
busioeai,  be  ihoald  die  in  peace. — Adjouroed, 

Tdesdit,  April  1. 

Mr.  Thomas,  fcom  the  committee  appointed, 
on  the  third  of  December  last,  on  the  subject  or 
post  offices  and  post  roads,  made  a  report  thereon ; 
which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  be  referred  to  the 
Conmitiee  of  the  whole  House  to  whom  was 
committed,  on  the  twenty  first  ultimo,  the  bill 
farther  to  alter  and  establish  certain  post  roads. 

The  Spbaebb  laid  before  the  House  a  report 
from  the  Secretary  of  War,  on  the  petition  of^the 
officers  of  the  army  aerrlag  in  Louisiana,  referred 
to  him  by  an  order  of  the  House  on  the  twenty- 
fifth  ultimo;  which  was  read,  and  referred  to  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole  lo-morrow. 

Mr.  EABLT.froro  the  joint  committee  appointed, 
to  consider  and  report  what  business  is  necessary 
to  be  done  by  Congress  ia  the  present  seisioa, 
made  a  report  thereon ;  which  was  read,  and  or- 
dered to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole  on  the  bill  snpplemenliry  to  the  act, 
entitled  "An  act  to  extend  jurisdiction,- in  certain 
«aua,  to  the  Territorial  courts."  No  amendment 
being  made,  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed, 
and  read  the  third  time  to-morrow. 

Amessage  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
Ibat  the  Senate  have  passed  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
■ct  to  repeal  so  much  of  the  act,  entitled  'An  act 
regulating  foreign  coins,  and  for  other  purposes, 
aa  la  eoniained  in  the  second  section  thereof,''  with 
•everal  amendments;  lo  which  they  desire  the 
cimcurrenee  of  this  House.  The  Senate  recede 
from  their  amendment  dipagreed  to  by  this  House, 
and  insisted  on  by  the  Senate,  to  the  bill,  entitled 
"An  act  to  reRulate  and  fix  the  compensations  of 
Ihe  officers  of  the  Senate  and  House  of  Repre- 
aeniatiTes,"so  far  as  lo  admit  a  modification  there- 
of^ in  conformity  to  the  report  of  the  Joint  Com- 
mittee of  Conference. 

Mr.  John  C.  Suith,  from  the  Commillee  of 
Claims,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of 
Rebecea  Hodgson,  widow  of  Joseph  Hodgson,  de- 
ceased, made  the  following  report: 

That  the  Mtitioner'a  horiiand,  when  living,  leased 
',  m  Sea«ta»T  of  War,  a  diralling- 
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hooie,  in  the  XJity  of  Waabingten,  Ibr  the  nia  of  the 
War  Dapartiaetil :  that,  amongst  other  things,  it  was 
covenanted  by  the  leuee  to  lurrender  Ihe  demised 
premises,  st  the  eipiration  of  the  term,  in  good  repair; 
ordinary  decay  and  inevitable  ciBualties  excepted ;  that 
the  house  was  eoDBunied  by  Gre,  not  occasioned  by 
lightning,  nor  by  the  fault  or  negligence  of  the  lessee ; 
bnt,  as  is  rendered  highly  probable  from  the  evidence, 
by  a  serious  defect  in  the  original  construction  of 
the  building:  that  a  suit  was  inatitn||d  against  Mr. 
Dexter,  upon  the  covenant  belbrementiolied,  which  ter- 
minated in  his  favor,  on  the  gronnd  that,  if  any  liabil- 
ity grew  out  or  the  transaction,  it  attached  to  him  in 
his  official,  not  in  his  individual  capacity;  in  vrhidi 
ease  the  QovemmeDt,  and  not  the  officer,  was  to  b» 
cooaidered  accountable;  that  no  other  queation  relating 
to  the  merits  seems  to  have  been  agitated  by  the  8n> 
preme  Court  of  the  United  States,  where  the  canae 
wsa  ultimately  decided;  and  that  it  remains  for  the 
Legislature  to  detanaine  whether,  Irom  the  foregoing 
statement,  the  Govemmsnt  is  bouiid,  in  Justice,  to 
make  the  reparation  prayed  for  by  the  petitioner. 

From  an  attentive  consideration  of  the  subject,  yooi 
oommitlee  csn  discover  no  sufficient  ressons  for  recom- 
mending the  desired  teltet  They  are  of  opinion  that 
the  prayer  of  the  petitioner  ought  not  to  be  granted. 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

MICHIGAN  TERRITORr. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  JACKaoK,the  House  resolved 
itself  into  a  Committee  of  Ihe  Whole  on  varioua 
bills  relative  lo  the  Michigan  Territory.  Various 
amendments  were  made  to  these  bills. 

Mr.  Jackbon  moved  to  increase  the  salary  of 
the  Qovemor  from  2,000  lo  3,500  dollars^  which 
motion  was  disagreed  to  without  a  division,  as 
was  a  motion  to  augment  it  to  3,000. 

A  motion  to  allow  2,500  dollars  was  disagreed 
to— ayes  18;  when  2,000  dollars  were  agreed  to. 

In  fixing  the  salaries  of  the  judsea,  Mr.  Jack- 
aoN  proposed  to  allow  the  chief  judge  1,600 
dollars— motion  lost. 

It 
49  n 

judges— ayes  42,  nays  40,  The  salary  of  the 
Secretary  was  fixed  at  900  dollars— ayes  53. 

The  Committee  rose  and  reported  tbeii  agree- 
ment to  the  bills,  with  sundry  amendments,  in 
which  the  Houae  concurred. 

Mr.  Varhom  said  he  observed  a  provision  in 
one  of  these  bills  authorizing  the  admisaion  of  tha 
people  of  the  Territory  as  a  State  into  the  Union, 
whenever  their  numbers  should  amount  to  40,000. 
He  wished  to  know  on  what  principle  a  diflereat 
rule  was  applied  to  this  Territory  from  that  ap- 
plied to  the  other  Territories. 

Mr.  FiNDLET  moved  to  strike  out  the  sMiion. 
He  observed  that  when  their  population  amouDI- 
ed  to  60,000  they  must  be  admitted.  Until  that 
period,  under  the  present  acts,  the  power  of  an 
earlier  admission  was  discretionary  with  Con* 
gresa.  He  thought  it  best  that  the  business  should 
rest  on  this  fooling. 

Mr.  JiccBON  advocated  the  section.  He  re- 
marked that  the  course  pursued  relative  to  the 
Northwestern  Territory  afforded  a  precedent  in 
point,  as  Ibey  wan  fotmed  into  a  State  wlim 
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their  numbera  but  little,  if  at  all,  sxceetkd  40,000. 
Not  cauld  it  be  consisieot  with  republicaa  policy 
to  keep  the  Territories  of  tb«  United  Slates  in  a 
'  atate  of  vnssalage  to  the  longest  period  withlo  the 
power  of  the  United  Slates.  By  admittiog  them 
iDio  the  UoioD  at  *d  early  period,  we  should  moat 
effectually  conciliate  their  BfTectton  and  insure 
tbeir  attaabment  to  us;  whereas,  by  withholdiog 
this  privilege  we  may  proportionably  estrange 
tbeir  regard. 'This  prorision  would  lilieirise  lu- 
pctaede  the  (rauhle  of  acting  on  the  annual  me- 
morials which,  it  was  probablfl,  would  be  praaent- 
ed  to  CoDgreac.  It  would  also  promote  iha  set- 
tlement of  the  frontier  of  the  United  States,  and 
afford  it  a  protection  without  resort  to  a  military 
force. 

Mr.  Smilie  replied — when  the  question  waa 
taken  on  atrikins  out  ibe  section  and  carried — 
•yea  71. 

The  bills  were  then  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for 
»  third  reading. 

PLUHAUTY  OF  OFFICES. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Jonx  Rahdolpb,  the  House 
took  up  the  report  of  theCornmictee  ot^tbe  Wbole 
on  sundry  resoluiions  agreed  to  by  them  on  the 
S8th  ultimo.  When  the  question  was  put  on  con- 
curring in  the  report  of  the  Co m mi t lee  of  the 
Whc4e  in  their  agreement  to  the  second  resolution, 
•8  fallows : 

S^  MeMohed—Tb^t  the  union  of  a  plurality  of  offi- 
ces io  the  persoa  of  a  single  indiiidn^,  hot  mon  espe- 
oisUy  a(  the  military  with  the  ciril  BDlhaiity,  is  lepug- 
naiit  to  the  spirit  of  the  CooMitutjoa  of  the  United 
StatBS,  and  tends  to  the  introducing  of  an  ajbitiBrj 
GoTemment. 

Mr.  BiDWGLL  said,  ha  would  v-ery  concisely  as- 
eiga  his  reasons  for  voting  against  this  resolution. 
It  declares  that  "  the  union  oT  a  plurality  of  offices 


tf  the  United  Sute8,aad  tends  to  the  introducing 
'  gf  an  abiinry  Government,"  It  appeared  lo  him 
ibat  this  was  not  a  correct  declaration.  If  the 
Constitution  itself  be  referred  to,  it  will  appear 
tbal  it  recogoises  an  union  of  civil  and  cnilitafy 
oEBcers  in  the  same  person.  Such  an  union  is  to 
be  found  in  the  First  Magistrate  of  the  United 
States,  who  eserciies  ihe  highest  Executive  civil 
fane tions,  and  is  at  the  ssma  time  Commander- 
tn-Cbief  of  the  Army  aad  Navy,  and  of  the  militia 
iphile  in  actual  service.  The  same  principle  per- 
vaded ihe  CoDstitntioD,  he  believed,  oi  every 
State.  There  was  also  an  union  of  civil  and 
military  auihorily  is  several  offices,  by  acts  of 
Coagreaa.  This  was  the  case  with  tne  marshals 
io  certain  cases,  and  officers  who  are  charged  with 
(he  Bupertatendence  of  Territorial  aSaira.  If  it 
vers  proper,  said  Mr.  B.,  as  I  do  not  think  it  is, 
by  a  vote  of  this  House,  to  undertake  to  define 
the  Constitution,  it  still  appears  to  me  that  we 
cannot  conaistenily  say  that  the  union  of  a  plu- 
ntlily  of  offices  in  the  person  of  a  single  indivi- 
dual, but  more  especially  of  the  military  with 
the  civil  wiEhoiify,  is  rpp^nwU  to  (be  tpint  of 


the  Cons'iitntion  of  the  Uaited  States.  A  decla- 
ration of  that  kind  would  be  a  vote  of  oeDsara  oa 
the  people  of  the  whole  United  Slates,  for  having 
adapted  the  Federal  CoostituiioB,  on  the  people 
of  ine  several  States,  fur  having  adopted  their  coa- 
stitutioDs,  and  on  the  Legislatures  under  both  Gov- 
ernments,  for  having  passed  laws  which  author' 
ized  such  an  union. 

Mr.  J.  Cliy  said,  the  objections  of  the  ^etitle- 
man  arose  from  not  having  properly  considered 
the  nature  of  the  union  of  civil  and  military  of- 
fice in  the  First  Magistrate.  By  ihe  Consttiotiaii, 
the  military  was  placed  in  strict  subordinatum 
to  the  civil  power.  For  this  reason  the  Pre«deitt 
of  ihe  United  States  had  placed  under  bis  control 
all  the  officers  of  the  Army  and  Navy.  The  onioB 
contemplaied  in  the  resolntion  before  jrou,  aaid 
Mr.  C,  is  that  which  gives  the  actual  dieebarge 
of  civil  powers  to  an  officer  who  has  actual  com- 
mand of  yoor  army.  I  ask  if  it  was  ever  in 
the  contemplation  of  the  Constitution,  that  tbe 
Preaidenl  should  in  person  head  your  armies  and 
command  your  fleeta?  I  believe  bol  There 
exists  in  one  of  the  Territories  sacb  an  anioa  ai 
is  contemplaied  in  tbe  resolntion.  In  Loaisiasa 
a  person  holding  the  office  of  Oovernor,  is  at 
the  same  time  Commander-in-Chief  of  the  knaj 
of  the  United  Stales,  in  virtue  of  hia  appointiaeKt 
of  Brigadier  General.  Will  any  man  pretend  to 
aay  that  an  union  of  offices,  such  as  thne,  tha 
discbarge  of  whose  duties  is  incompatible,  is  soeh 
an  union  aa  is  contemplated  in  the  Con^titniionl 
No  ;  the  union  in  the  ConstituCioD  was  only  in- 
tended to  give  the  Presideol  a  control  over  the 
Army  and  Navy  ;  while  this  reaolulios  cODlem- 
plates  tbe  positive  and  actual  union  of  powers  in 
the  same  person,  powers,  which  at  the  same  lime 
he  may  be  called  upon  to  exercise  at  difiierent  and 
distant  places.  To  separate  these  powers  is  the 
object  of  ihe  resolution.  I  hope  tbe  resoluiinn 
will  be  agreed  to,  and  ibe  separation  lake  place. 

Mr.  Smilie  said  ha  did  not  know  that  he  should 


any  objection  lo  the  third  retolut 
^h  he  bad  not  made  up  his  mind 
But  with  regard  to  the  resolution  under  conaid- 
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eration,  he  could  not  agree  to  it.  He  did  not  know 
thai  there  was  a  right  in  that  House  to  declare 
what  the  Constitution  was.  The  Constitution 
must  speak  for  itself,  and  ther  had  do  right  to 
snpply  any  deficieno)^  in  it.  When  a  particular 
case  occurred  they  might  construe  it,  but  he  never 
heard  of  an  instance  where  a  Legislative  body 
put  a  construction  upon  it  wilhoui  the  existence 
of  a  particular  case;  nor  did  he  believe  they  poa- 
lessed  such  a  power.  The  resolution  declared 
an  union  of  a  pturalty  of  office*  in  the  same  per- 
son repugnant  to  the  spirit  of  the  Consiitnuan. 
He  did  not  know  where  to  find  that  spirit  bat 
in  the  letter  of  the  Coostitntion.  He  bad  look- 
ed it  carefully  over,  and  had  not  been  able  to  find 
a  single  eipression  that  warranted  auch  an  infer- 
ence. He  called  on  gentlemen  to  point  tbeir  fin- 
ger to  a  single  section  of  it  that  justified  the 
inference.  If  at  this  rate  (hey  continued  to  eui^ 
ply  iu  defpot^  he  did  not  know  whwa  the  thing 
vould  end.    He  hisueU'  tbooghi  the  iwUiUMM 
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Terjr  deitetiye,  yet  be  aever  ibought  hiniMlf 
liberlf  lo  remedy  the  defects  but  ia  ihe  way 
poinied  out  in  tbe  ConBtitulion.  If  exaiDiiied  it 
vould  be  foand,  as  it  orifinsUy  <leod,  to  be  ex- 
iremely  defective.  In  providiag  for  tbo  powers 
of  tbe  Qoveroment  it  had  almost  entirely  over- 
looked the  rights  of  individunU.  These  defects 
excited  great  objection  to  the  instruinent.  They 
were,  honever,  supplied  by  tbe  first  GtuiKreu, 
asd  gen tlemeD  would  find  that  almost  all  the 
amen dments  which  baFe  been  incorporated  into 
it,  go  to  secure  the  rights  of  iodividuals.  Though 
ihese  amendmentf  constitute  what  might  be  call- 
ed the  marrow  of  the  Conililuiioo,  Mr.  S.  said, 
Jie  should  not  have  considered  himself  authorized, 
if  ibey  had  not  takeo  place,  to  remedy  the  evil  ia 
mny  oiber  than  a  Constiiuiioaal  way.  Bat  he  did 
not  deny  that  It  was  a  defect  in  the  Coostitutioa, 
that  tbe  military  and  civil  authorities  were  not 
kept  separate.  Bat  tbe  sintple  question  was,  had 
they  a  right  under  the  ConstituiioB  to  separate 
them  7  He  thought  boI>  1q  every  poiatof  view, 
be  said,  in  which  be  cootemplated  the  resolation, 
he  thought  it  one  of  tbe  moat  dangeroas  attacks 
on  the  CoostitutioB  he  had  ever  heard  of. 

Mr.  J.  RAIII101.PH. — My  friead  from  Penn- 
s^lvaoia  has  left  roe  little  to  say  on  the  ques- 
tion, aod  indved  I  have  beard  Dolhiag  io  the 
shape  of  argument,  or  asKitioa,  but  what  I  waa 
prepared  to  hear,  and  of  which  I  apprized  the 
Uonse  some  time  ago.  It  has  come  out  at  last 
froiA  the  lips  of  a  man  who  has  prided  himself 
«pon  beiog  the  champion  of  tbe  Coastitution  of 
the  United  States  to-day,  altbou^h  but  a  few  dayr 
ajfo  be  threatened  us  with  a  dtssolaiion  of  tat 
tfnion,  that  the  Constitation  has  do  spirit  in  it 
He  calls  on  any  man  to  lay  his  finger  on  thai 
■piril.  What  doee  the  Ctwstilution  of  the  Unitec 
States  say  1  Does  it  not  guarantee  to  each  State 
a  Republican  form  of  Government  1  Is  there  no 
a^til  in  this  T  Is  not  the  CoDslitulion  then  de- 
riaed  under  the  inAueace  of  a  Republican  spirit, 
for  the  benefit  of  the  people  who  are  governed  by 
it.  and  not  for  the  exclusive  boiefit  of  those  who 
adnjnisier  it  ?  Will  any  man  pretend  to  say  thai 
a  Republic  is  anythiog  or  noihmg'!  And  that  it 
w  congenial  to  such  a  OovernmeBl  that  the  civil 
«ad  military  authority  should  be  vested  in  thi 
same  band?  1  Is  it  not  of  the  very  essence  of  suet 
a  Goverament  that  the  military  should  be  kept  ii 
strict  sabordinatioa  to  the  civil  power  1  And  have 
«ot  your  laws,  whkb  give  to  marshals  in  certain 
caaes  a  power  over  the  military,  been  passed  lo 
keep  tbe  military  ander  such  subjeetion  1  How 
is  the  military  to  be  kept  in  such  subjection, 
when,  according  to  the  usage  of  the  Romans,  the 
leader  of  an  army  ■■  the  Governor  of  a  jiroviace  1 
If  tbe  CoB«titution  hae  no  spirit  in  it,  it  is  a  dead, 
lifateas  thing,  not  worth  the  protection  of  any  man 
ot  sense.  Bat  I  am  happv  that  it  has  a  spirit, 
nrhioh  I  trust  wilt  Mve  this  nation,  even  if  its 
letter  shall  he  killed. 

But  we  are  told  that  this  is  a  declaratory  reso- 
lutioa.  Oentlemen  may  call  it  a  declaratory  re»- 
olution,or  a  preamble  to  the  third  resolution,  which 
evei  toey  may  see  fit,  but  it  is  the  leaaOBiog  on 


which  the  third  resolution  is  founded.  What  ia 
it  but  a  declaration  on  tbe  part  of  this  House, 
which  they  have  a  tijht  to  make,  that  a  certain 
printiple  is  salutary,  because  it  is  consonant  witb 
tbe  spirit  of  the  Constitution?  Is  ii  not  agreea- 
ble to  tbe  spirit  of  the  Constitution  that  the  three 
£'eat  Depaiiments  of  the  Governmeat,  Executive, 
egislative,  and  Judicial,  should  be  kept  separate 
sod  distinct?  Is  there  a  man  fool-hardy  enough 
to  deny  the  proposition?  I  beliefi  no(.  Now, 
suppose  we  were  about  to  devise  a  form  of  Gov- 
ernment for  New  Orleans  and  Louislaaa,  and  a 
member  should  propose  to  concentre  all  the  pow- 
ers of  the  Goveromeol  in  one  and  the  same  body, 
and  a  resolution  should  be  laid  on  tbe  table  de- 
claring that  whereas  an  union  of  Executive.  Le> 
giilatire,  and  Judicial  powers  in  the  same  body 
is  tenugnant  lo  the  spirit  of  the  Constitution,  and 
should  go  on  in  the  shape  of  a  resolution  to  apply 
the  remedy— and  some  man  should  make  the 
wonderful  discovery  that  the  Seoate  of  tbe  Uni- 
ted States  are  eonslitntionally  participators  of  the 
Executive  power  of  the  Government,  and  that 
in  case  of  impeachment  they  have  also  Judicial 
powers,  and  infer  from  this  that  such  an  union 
was  consonant  with  the  spirit  of  the  Constitu- 
tion—would not  this  be  a  satire  on  the  ConslitU' 
tion  as  well  as  those  who  adopt  it? 

Suppose  all  offices  in  the  gift  of  the  Executive 
Government  were  united  in  one  man.  I  do  not  see, 
if  this  is  consonant  to  the  spirit  of  the  Constitn- 
tion,and  a  man  is  properly  qualified,  why  he  may 
not  unite  in  himself  tbe  powers  of  all  the  Depart- 
ments. The  Secretary  of  War  may,  on  the  same 
principle,  be  Commander-in-Chiel  of  the  Army. 
No, — It  IS  not  because  this  resolution  is  a  satire 
upon  the  people  who  framed  or  adopted  the  Con- 
stitution, but  because  it  is  a  satire,  a  reproof  of 
which  the  limes  call  for,  tbal  gentlemen  are  so  ex- 
tremely tender  relative  toil;  and  the  question  now 
is,  whether  the  House  oaght,  in  tenderness  to  anjr 
man,  to  flinch  from  the  exercise  of  their  Consti- 
tutional powers.  What  would  I  have  said  seven 
years  ago  to  any  man  who  should  have  told  me 
that  the  gen tleiuan  from  Pennsylvania  woald  have 
been  found  in  opposition  to  this  measure — who 
should  have  predicted  that  the  rugged  patriot  of 
those  days  should  be  softened  by  Court  favor  into 
so  accomplished  a  courtier?  It  shows  that  what 
cannot  be  done  by  force  or  violence,  may  be  by 
inflnence.  This  question  may  be  put  into  a  short 
compass.  It  is,  whether  the  Conitiiution  of  tbe 
United  States  is  a  republican  Constiiutioa,  devised 
and  adopted  for  the  benefit  of  the  people  it  gar- 
eras,  or  a  piece  of  mechanism,  to  be  tortured  and 
twisted  fo  the  hands  in  which  chance  may  throw 
it,  for  the  benefit  of  a  temporary  incumbeoi.  If 
the  ease  has  come  to  this,  that  the  Chief  Justice 
maybe  madeCommander-in-Cbiarof  the  Armies, 
without  tbe  Constitation  being  violated,  it  is  time 
the  nation  should  know  their  situation. 

Mr.  Sloih  said  he  had  examined  the  resolution, 
and  would  cordially  give  his  assent  to  tbe  princi- 
ple contained  io  it,  provided  it  were  brou^i  for- 
ward in  ibe  form  of  an  amendment  to  the  Coasii- 
tation.    He  thought,  with  his  friend  liom  Pena- 
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■ylvania,lhal,asitstood,irw«sadaDgeTO<>s«tuck 
upon  (he  Coasiiiuiioo.  He  ihererore  trusted  il 
woald  be  rejected,  and  that  every  similar  aliempl 
would  be  treated  Id  tbe  same  mander. 

Mr.  Q.DiHcy  said  he  wo 
though  it  were  true  that  a 
itary  offices  in  the  same  person  was  repugnant  lo 
the  spirit  of  the  Constitution,  it  vas  not  true  that 
BD  union  of  different  offices  in  the  same  person 
-was  repugnant  to  it.  They  bad  to-day  united  two 
offices  in  the  same  person,  in  the  bill  relative  to 
the  Territory  of  Michigan.  They  had  heretofore 
constituted  sereral  of  the  officers  of  the  GoTern- 
meni  Commissioners  of  the  Sinking  Fund.  He 
could  see  nothing  in  the  Constitution  which  inter- 
fered  with  a  plurality  of  offices,  which  in  many 
instances  was  attended  with  great  practical  bene- 
fit. As  there  was  therefore  in  the  Constitution 
nothing  explicit  against  this  union,  he  could  not 
TOle  for  the  resolution. 

Mr.  QttGGO  said,  he  beliered  it  was  contrary  to 
the  spirit  of  the  Gonstiltiiion,  that  ciril  and  mili- 
tary offices  should  be  united  in  the  same  person ; 
buL  be  would  ask,  what  benefit  would  result  from 
BUch  a  declaration?  The  power  of  appointing  to 
office  WM  vested  in  the  President  and  Senate,  who 
were  sworn  to  support  the  Constitution.  Thev 
were,  iherefoie,  llie  judges  of  the  powers  with 
which  they  were  invested.  In  tbe  exercise  of  this 
power,  they  have  actually  declared  that  they  do 

ff3sess  it.  What  does  this  resolution  amount  lo7 
ibey  undertook  to  declare  the  Presideut  guilty 
of  such  a  flagrant  act  as  involved  a  violaiion  of 
the  Consiitulion,  it  was  their  business  to  impeach 
him.  Mr.  G.  said,  as  he  could  see  do  good  likely 
to  arise  from  this  resolution,  he  EtkouFd  not  vote 
for  it.  The  practice  it  referred  to  was  not  new, 
though  he  bad  always  though  t  It  wrong.  He  rec- 
ollected, that,  some  years  since,  the  Governor  of 
the  Northwestern  Territory  was  likewise  Super- 
intendent of  Indian  Afiaira  and  Cororoander-ia- 
Chief  of  the  Army,  for  all  which  appointments  he 
drew  pay,  though  no  notice  had  been  taken  of  it. 
Other  instances  of  the  ume  kind  might  be  pointed 
out.  He  did  believe  this  union  was  contrary  to 
the  spirit  of  the  Constitution — to  the  true  spirit  of 
a  republican  Government — and  if  tbe  gentlemaD 
from  Virginia  would  bring  forward  an  amendment 
to  the  Constitution  to  prohibit  such  an  union,  he 
would  vote  for  it. 

Hr.  FiNDLEY  said  he  did  not  understand  the 
languageof  the  spirilof  the  Constitution.  Spirit 
wan  altogether  an  immaterial  thing— it  was  only 
when  cotioected  with  the  body  that  they  could  see 
it — and  with  regard  lo  the  Constitution,  it  could 
only  be  seen  through  its  letter.  How  long  is  it,  said 
Mr.  P.,  since  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  and 
myself  agreed  lo  unite  in  the  same  hody  both  civil, 
military,  and  judicial  powers?  We  did  so,  in 
forming  the  first  government  for  the  Territory  of 
Orleans.  Mr.  F.  said  he  was  against  all  such  de- 
claniory  resolutions.  They  did  not  bind  Con- 
crest,  the  President,  or  even  the  next  House  of 
Representatives.  They  only  contained  an  expres- 
sion of  opbioiu  where  there  wu  do  utihority. 


They  were  seal  here  to  pass  taws,  and  not  to  iiukB 

declarations  relative  to  the  Constitution. 

Mr.  Rbea,  of  Tennessee,  said  he  considered  ihe 
Consiitulion  as  a  Hicred  deposit  placed  in  their 
bands,  and  not  capable  of  alteration,  except  in  the 
way  fixed  by  itself.  Every  resolution  similar  lo 
that  Qnder  consideration  operated  as  an  amead- 
ment  to  it,  which  went  lo  torture  and  twist  it  oat 
of  its  proper  shape.  Heshould,  therefore,  not  obIjt 
vote  against  this  resolution,  but  agoinst  every  res- 
olution which  appeared  to  him  to  have  a  similar 
effect. 

Mr.  J.  Rakdolpb. — Six  years  ago,  there  eould 
not  have  been  a  doubt  of  the  right  of  this  House 
to  pass  this  resolution — now,  the  right  is  disputed. 
Have  we  not  a  right  to  pass  a  resolution  referring 
to  the  Constitution,  in  order  to  bring  in  a  law 
grounded  on  it?  Do  we  not  do  ibis  every  darl 
One  word  as  to  the  appointment  of  General  Wil- 
kinson. Gentlemen  are  fond  of  sheltering  tbem- 
selves  behind  great  names.  I  have  no  hesitniion 
in  saying  I  think  tbe  Execntive  was  wrong  in 
making  that  appointinent.  I  have  no  hesitation 
in  saying  so  here,  though  gentlemen  who  join  me 
out  of  doors  are  reluctant  to  make  the  same  dec- 
laration on  this  floor.  I  do  not  think,  however, 
the  persons  who  made  the  appointment  as  repre- 
hensible as  the  persons  at  whose  importunate  soli- 
citation it  was  made.  I  believe  thai  a  man  of  good 
sense,  and  of  upright  intentions,  may  be  induced 
to  do  that  which  his  own  iudgment  will  after- 
wards condemn.  It  is  well  known,  that  the  lole- 
chambers  of  our  great  men  were  crowded  with 
applicants  for  offices  in  Louisiana.  I  have  under- 
stood that  for  every  office  there  were  at  least  one 
hundred  and  fifty  applications.  Tbus  ranch  for 
the  idea  which  has  been  thrown  oat  of  the  exist- 
ence of  a  scarcity  of  cliaracters  to  supply  these 

But  we  are  told  that  we  ourselves  have  done  oa 
bad  as  this,  in  establishing  the  temporary  govern- 
ment of  Louisiana.  If  gentlemen  bring  me  manf 
more  precedents  on  this  subject  I  shall  be  eom> 
pelled  to  say  that  purchase  was  the  greatest  enne 
that  ever  befel  as.  What  I  Shall  a  temporary 
system,  formed  on  an  emergency,  when  it  was  ne- 
cessary to  do  something  to  take  the  country  into 
our  hands,  be  compart  to  a  deliberate  and  syi- 
tematic  procedure  ? 

But  there  is  another  reason  alleged  for  uniting 
a  plurality  of  office*  in  one  person,  and  that  is  the 
lownesi  of  salaries.  I  do  not  know  ao^  spectacle 
more  disgusting  to  a  man  of  uosophisiicated  feel- 
ings, than  that  of  men  hunting,  with  all  the  avid- 
ity of  tet-riers,  after  appointments,  and  the  next 
moment  complaining  that  the  salaries  aliached  to 
their  places  are  too  low.  Before  they  get  the 
office  they  have  no  objeciion  to  the  salary,  out  the 
moment  they  are  on  the  saddle,  they  dittfover  that 
they  have  sacrificed  their  talents  to  the  public 
good.  This  is  the  cant  of  the  whole  tribe— the 
slang  of  those  men  whose  last  object  is  to  live  on 
their  own  honest  exertions,  and  who  are  tberefoiB 
for  making  a  job  of  GovernmenL 

One  obKrvalion  has  been  made,  which  showa 
that  the  mcaDtng  of  Ihia  resolution  baa.  not  beta 
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properly  nndersiood,  which  relates  to  the  Com- 
missjoneTs  ofihe  SinbiDgFund.  Bui  the  Com- 
missiooers  of  the  Sinkio^  Food  are  not,  strictly 
speaking,  officers.  The  daties  they  discharge  are 
ex  officio,  in  virtue  of  their  holding  other  high 
offices,  and,  as  Coinniissinners,  (hey  receive  no 
salary.  I  will  go  further,  and  state  that  this  rea- 
olotloD  does  not  coolaio  any  veto  on  the  udiod  of 
small  offices,  such  as  those  io  the  Custom-houses. 
where  the  compen^atioo  attached  to  each  appoint- 
ment is  100  small  to  support  the  officer,  and  the 
dmies  too  inconsiderahfe  to  occupy  his  time;  in 
consequence  of  which,  several  small  appointments 
are  nnited  in  one  man,  on  the  true  principles  of 
economy.  Noj  this  resolution  is  intended  for  great 
cases,  such  as  that  which  has  been  alluded  to.  I 
believe  that  the  person  who  made  that  appoini- 
ment  is  bim.<:elf  conscious  that  it  was  wrong,  and 
that,  so  far  from  entertaining  the  feelings  which 
gentlemen  have  imagined,  he  will  feel  a  seotiment 
of  respect  for  this  House,  should  they  pass  it. 
Mr.  Vahnuh  considered  (he  resolution  as  no- 
Ihfng 

been  usual  lo  unite  the  diplomatic  character  with 
the  military  command  in  our  intercourse  with 
the  Indians,  and  a  diplomatic  character  had  like- 
wise been  given  to  our  naval  commander  in  the 
Mediterranean.  Instancesof  a  plurality  of  offices 
in  one  person  were  very  numerous.  If  there  ex- 
isted, at  present,  any  case,  in  which  such  an  union 
iras  incompatible  with  the  discharge  of  official 
duties,  he  hoped  it  would  be  pointed  out;  whe- 
ther there  was  or  was  not,  he  could  not  say.  But 
where  did  the  ^esponiibiliiy  for  $uch  appoioimenis 
lie?  Not  that  House,  but  the  other  branch  of  the 
Legislature  was  responsible;  for  the  correct  dis- 
charge of  whose  duties  they  were  accountable 
to  the  people.  Wherit.  then,  was  the  propriery 
of  an  interference  by  the  House?  If  the  Fresi- 
deot  made  an  appointment  against  the  spirit  of 
the  Gonsiiintion,  the  people  would  know  it.  Wa's 
ii  presumable  that  if  a  law  was  lo  pass  this  House. 
predicated  on  the  resolution  under  consideration, 
the  other  branch  of  the  Legislature  would  dgree 
to  it,  after  having  sanctioned  the  appointments  at 
Which  il  is  leveTled?  Was  this  House  to  sit  as 
a  court  of  censure?  The  Constitution  did  not 
delegate  such  a  power.  Our  very  larts,  in  vari- 
ous cases,  direct  the  union  of  office  prescribed  by 
the  resoluiioo.    Ought  we  r*"  ■'-—   '-  ■*■  -  "  st 

{ilftce,  to  repeal  those  laws  b  o- 

aiioD  in  direct  hostility  to  il 

Mr.  r.  said,  he  had  no  h  e. 

that  the  military  and  civil  of  r- 

al,  be  kept  distinct;  but  he  re 

cases  where  it  was  neceasar;  ly 

williDg  to  leave  the  responalf  1- 

stilutioQ  had  placed  it — in  i)  s- 

ident  and  Senate.     With  r(„-._  .. of 

tbe  military  office  in  the  cases  alluded  to,  he  would 
not  undertake  to  say  whether  it  was  proper  or  not. 
He  could  readily, however,conceive,  that  the  union 
arose  from  the  most  correct  motive,  as  the  coun- 
ras  a  frotitier,  which  might  be  menaced  with 
_er,  and  which  might  require  the  united  ex- 
9tb  Cos.  — 30 


ereis^  of  the  military  and  civil  authority  to  re- 
pel it. 

Mr,  J.  Clay  said,  he  would  ask  whether  the  or- 
dinary union  of  military  and  civil  powers  in  the 
Governors  of  the  Territories  w^^such  as  that  con- 
templated in  the  resolution?  The  case  of  the 
Governor  of  Louisiana  had  been  alluded  to,  where 
the  same  person,  he  believed,  received  the  pay  of 
Governor  and  Brigadier.  Is  that  tbe  case  with 
the  other  Governors?  He  believed  gentlemep 
would  not  say  that  it  was  necessary  that  the  Gov- 
ernor of  New  Orleans  should  be  a  brigadier  gen- 
eral in  tbe  at-my;  and  yet  they  allowed  that  to  be 
the  most  vulnerable  point  on  the  frontier.  If,' 
then,  they  say  that  the  Union  is  necessary  in  one 
case,  ibeywill  admit  that  it  ought  lo  be  in  tbe 
other.  When  the  marshal  executes  the  petty 
military  authority  with  which  be  is  invested,  does 
he  receive  additional  pay?  Does  the  Governor 
of  s  State,  being  commander  of  the  militia,  bear 
any  relation  10  the  Governor  of  Louisiana,^ hold- 
ing a  high  rank  in  the  standing  army?  Suppose  the 
southern  froDiiershould  be  invaded, and  itabouldbe 
necessary  to  call  out  the  army  to  defend  it,  where 
would  be  the  compatibility  of  these  two  appoint- 
ments? The  same  individual  might  be  called  at 
ooeand  the  same  time  lo  St.  Louis  and  St.  Mary's. 
He  would  ask  whether  it  was  compatible  with 
the  spirit  of  the  Constitution  for  a  man  to  enjoy 
a  sinecure  ?  and  whether  one  of  these  offices  was 
not  a  sinecure,  when  [be  discbarge  of  its  duties 
was  inconsistent  with  that  of  the  other  ? 

Mr.  Leib  said  that,  viewing  the  resolution  as 
an  abstract  proposition,  he  bad  no  objection  to 
giving  it  his  support;  but  if  was  intended  as  ■ 
side  attack  upon  trie  Administration,  he  was  not 
prepared  to  vote  for  it.  Before  he  was  prepared 
10  act  on  it  under  this  view,  he  wished  for  ftcts 
which  were  not  before  the  House.  He,  there- 
fore, moved  a  postponement  of  the  resolution  till 
Monday. 

The  motion  to  postpone  was  lost. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  a^eein'g  to 
ihe  resolutioB,  and  decided  in  the  negative— yess 
31,  ntiys  81,  as  follows: 

Yeib— Burwell  Baosett,  George  M.  Bedinger,  Wil^ 
liuD  Butler,  Leii  Casey,  Martin  Chittenden,  Chiiato- 
pher  Clark,  Jfneph  Clay,  Matthew  CUy,  WUliam  Dick- 
■on,  Elliu  Etirte,  James  M.  Gamett,  Feteraon  Oood- 
wyn,  Edwin  Gray,  Walter  Jones.  Michael  Leib,  Pit- 
tirk  MBgrodeT,  Robert  Marion,  Josiah  MasterB,  Thomas 
Moore,  John  Morrow,  John  lUudaJph,  Thomai  Saln- 
moni,  ThomM  Sandford,  John  SmiA,  Samael  Smith, 
Thomas  Spalding,  Itiehard  Staoferd,  Phtltii  R.  Thamp> 
son,  Abran  Trigg,  David  R.  WilUui*,  and  Alexuldn 
Wilun. 

Naii — Willis  AUton,  Jan.,  Inac  Andarson,  David 
Bard,  Joseph  Barker,  ^aa  BettoD,  Bimabw  fiidwell, 
William  Blackledge,  John  Blake,  jun„  Thoma*  BloDDt. 
Robert  BrowD,  George  W.  Campbell,  John  Chandler, 
John  Claiborne,  Frederick  Conrad,  Leonard  Ctmng- 
ton,  Jacob  Crowninahield,  Richard  Cutts,  Samuel  W. 
Dana,  Eira  Darby,  John  Davenport,  jun.,  John  Daw- 
son, Peter  Early,  James  Elliot,  Caleb  Ellia,  Ebenezer 
Elmer,  WUliam  Ely.  John  W.  Eppes,  William  Find- 
ley,  Jamea  Fiak,  Charles  Goldsborough,  Andrew  Gregg, 
luiah  L.  Green,  Sila*  HaUey,  John  Hamilton,  Beth 
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HMlIngv.  David  Holmw,  DtTid  Hough,  John  O.Jack- 
•ODt  James  Kelly,  Thooiaa  KeDan,  Joaepli  Lewu,Jun., 
Duncan  McFHiland,  William  McCreerj,  Nicholaa  H. 
Moore,  Jeremiah  Morrow,  Jonathan  0.  Moaetj,  Gurdon 
8.  Mumford,  JeiemiBb  Nelson,  Roger  NeUon,  Thomas 
Newton,  jun.,  Gideon  Olin,  Timothj  Pitkin,  jun.,  John 
Pugh,  Joiiah  Quinej,  Thomaa  M.  Bandolph,  John  Rhea 
of  Tenneaaee,  Jacob  RiehirdB,  John  RuBselt,  Peter 
Sailly,  Martin  G.  Schnneman,  Ebeneier  Seaier,  Jamea 
Sloan,  John  Bmilie,  John  Cotton  Smith,  Henrj  Sooth- 
■rd,  Joieph  Stanton,  William  Stedman,  Lewis  B.  Stur- 
g«a,  Benjamin  Tallmadge,  Samuel  Tenney,  David 
TbiHDBi,  Thomas  W.  Thompwn,  Uii  Trscj,  KilUan 
K.  Van  Renuelaer.  Joseph  B.  Vamum,  Psleg  Wads- 
worth,  John  Whitehill,  Eliphalet  Wichea,  Nathan  Wil- 
liams, Richard  Winn,  and  Joseph  Winston.  tS^f>^ 
The  resoluiJOD  was  coosequetillv  rejected.  Aod 
then,  mo  adjoammeDt  being  called  for,  the  Honte 
adjourned. 

Wednesdat,  April  2. 

Mr.  Grbgo,  from  the  committee  to  whom  

teferred,  on  the  thirty-first  of  December  last,  the 
pelitioD  of  sundry  settlers  sad  purchasen  of  lands 
northwest  of  the  Ohio,  and  betweeo  the  Misma 
rivets,  made  a  report  Ifaereon ;  which  was  read 
and  considered;  Whereupon, 

Jietoleed,  That  the  register  and  receiver  of 
public  moneys  of  the  land  office  in  the  district 
of  Ciacinoati,  be  authorized  to  grant  certificates 
of  a  right  of  pr^^mption  to  sny  person  residing  on 
any  ol  the  reserved  sections,  (other  than  the  re- 
served section  number  sixteen,)  for  the  itaci  on 
which  he  resides,  on  the  applicant  prodacing  to 
them  satisfactory  evidence  that  his  claim  was 
within  the  provisions  of  the  eighth  section  of  an 
act,  entitled  "Aii  act  making  provision  for  the  dis- 
posal of  the  public  lands  in  the  Indiana  Territory, 
and  for  other  purposes ;"  provided  that  the  person 
shall  exhibit  the  evidence  of  his  claitn  before  the 
fiisl  day  of  August  next ;  and  provided,  such  cer- 
tificate shall  not  be  granted  for  a  larger  tract  than 
a  quarter  sectioa,  nor  for  any  other  tract  than  that 
on  which  he  resides. 

Ordered,  That  a  bill,  or  bills,  be  brought  in, 
pursuant  10  ihesaid  resolution;  and  that  the  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Lands  do  prepare  and  bring  in  the 
tame. 

Mr.  Joseph  Clay  presented  to  the  House  a  pe- 


Britain,  in  America,  in  the  year  one  thousand 
■eveD  hundred  and  ofty-fire,  which  was  received 
and  read,  pmying  to  be  cotihrmed  in  their  respect- 
ive titles  to  lands  in  the  State  of  Kentucky,  grant- 
ed to  them  by  the  King  of  Great  Britain,  in  con- 
gideratioDof  military  services  rendered  ibe  Ameri- 
can Colonies,  durJDg  the  said  war  with  France. 
—Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  making  appropriation  for 
the  support  of  the  Military  Establishment  of  the 
United  States,  for  t be  year  one  ihousaod  eight 
hundred  and  six.  The  bill  was  reported  with  sev- 
eral amendments  thereto;  which  were  severally 
twice  read,  and  agreed  to  by  the  House. 


A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  iheHoiue 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  in  addition  to  'An  act  to  make  provision  for 
persona  that  have  been  disabled  by  known  wounds 
received  in  the  actual  service  of  the  United 
States,  during  the  Revolutionary  war,"  with  sev- 
eral amendments:  to  which  they  desire  the  coit- 
currence  of  this  House. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
mentsof  the  Senate  to  the  said  bill:  Whereopon, 

Ordered,  That  the  said  amendments,  together 
with  the  bill,  be  referred  lo  the  Cotamittee  of 
Claims. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  modifiea- 
tions  of  Ibe  amendment  by  the  Senate  to  the  bill, 
entitled  "An  act  to  regulate  and  fix  the  compensa- 
tions of  the  officers  of  the  Senate  and  House  of 
Representatives,"  disagreed  to  by  this  House: 
Whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  this  House  doth  disaf^ree  to  the 
modificatiooE  by  the  Senate  of  the  said  amend- 
ment, and  doth  adhere  to  their  disagreemenl  to 
the  same. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ments proposecf  by  the  Senate  to  the  hill,  entitled 
"An  act  to  revive  and  continue  in  force  an  act,  en* 
titled  'An  act  to  suspend,  in  part,  the  act,  eniitjed 
an  act  teEulating  foreign  coins,  and  for  other 
purposes;"  Whereupon, 

Ordered,  That  the  said  amendments,  together 
with  the  bill,  be  referred  to  Mr.  Joseph  Cl.at, 
Mr.TiiouAB,Mr.TB0HA8M.RAHDoi.PH,andHr. 
Mdhfobd. 

An  engrossed  bill  to  provide  for  the  adjustment 
of  titles  of  laud  in  the  Territory  of  Michigan,  and 
for  other  purposes,  was  read  Uie  third  lime,  and 
passed. 

An  engrossed  bill  supplementary  to  the  act,  en- 
titled "Aa  act  to  extend  jurisdiction,  in  certain 
cases,  to  the  Territorial  courts,"  was  read  the  third 
time,  and  passed. 

Mr.  J.  Randolph  stated  that  an  understanding 
had  taken  place  between  the  Minisler  of  the  Uni- 
ted Slates  at  Paris,  and  the  French  Minister  of 
the  public  treasury,  as  to  the  payment  of  claims 
of  American  citizens,  generally  called  Bordeaux 
embargo  claims,  (ih«  payment  of  which  bad  here- 
tofore been  suspeoded,}  by  which  it  was  agreed 
that  payment  should  be  made  at  the  Treasury  of 
the  United  States.  Under  the  existing  provisions, 
this  authority  did  not  attach  to  the  treasury.  He 
bad,  therefore,  been  iostrucied  by  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means  to  preseat  a  hill  to  give  this 
power.  He  accordingly  offered  a  bill  supplemen- 
tary to  the  act  making  provision  for  the  payment 
of  claims  of  certain  ciiizeas  of  the  United  State 
on  the  Government  of  France;  which  was  referred 
to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Varncu  reported  from  the  committee  ap- 
pointed to  inquire  into  such  measures  as  it  is  ex- 
pedient to  adopt  for  the  complete  arming  of  the 
militia  of  the  United  Siat«',  giving  a  verf  loterest- 
ing  detail  of  the  extent  to  which  ue  militia  are  at 
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Chartealoati,  Va,—RtUaM  on  Ciulom-hmue  Bondt. 


!pteteat  armed ;  br  which  it  apprars  that  there  are 
in  the  hand)  of  the  militia  350,000  fire  arms,  and 
130,000  in  the  public  magazines  of  the  United 
Slates.  The  report  recomtnends  an  additional 
«ppropriaiioit  orQ61,Q00  toward  the  manufacture 
•of  arias ;  which  was  subsequently  introduced  in 


then 


a  bill. 


r.  SiNDPOftD  be  of  the  com- 
mittee appointed,  od  the  twenty-first  ultimo,  to 
inquire  into  the  conduct  of  Oideon  Graocer,  Post- 
master Oenetal,  in  the  room  of  Mr.  Clinton. 
who  has  leare  to  be  absent  from  the  service  oj 
this  House. 

Hr.  JoBN  Randolph,  from  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means,  presented  a  bill  supplementary 
10  the  act,  eoliiled  "An  act  making  provision  for 
the  redemption  of  the  whole  of  the  public  debt  of 
the  United  States;"  which  was  read  twice,  and 
cornmitied  to  a  Committee  of  the  whole  House 
on  Monday  next. 

Mr.  Babsbtt  presented  to  the  House  a  petition 
of  Amelia  BuKene  Beaumarchais,  heiress  and 
representaciTe  of  the  late  Caron  de  Beaumarchais, 
deceased,  by  J.  A.  Cbevallie,  her  attorney,  which 
was  received  and  read,  praying  to  be  relieved 
from  an  unfarorable  settlement  at  the  Treasury 
of  the  United  States,  of  the  accounts  of  the  de 
ceased,  for  supplies  furnished,  and  services  ren- 
dered to  the  United  State.i,  during  the  Revolu- 
tionary war  with  Qr«al  Britain. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  petitioD  be  referred  to 
the  Committee  of  Claims. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Newton,  the  resoli 


fered  by  him  on  the  29t)i  ultimo,  pro posiog 
amendment  to  the  Constitution  :  "  That  no  person 


boldins  a  contract  under  the  Government  of  the 
'  United  States,  or  who  shall,  directly  orindirect- 
'  ly,  participate  in  the  emoluments  of  such  con- 
*  tract,  shall  be  capable  of  holding  a  seat  in  the 
'Senate  or  House  of  Representatives  of  the  Uni- 
'  led  Stales — was  referred  to  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  CoraL_ 

the  Whole,  on  the  bill  making  military  appropri- 
ations for  the  year  1806. 

Having  gone  through  tbe  same,  the  Committee 
rose  and  reported  the  bill,  and  the  Uoase  ordered 
it  to  n  third  reading  to-morrow. 

CHABLE3TOWN,  TA. 

Mr.  Jaokson  called  for  the  order  of  the  day 
the  report  of  the  Committee  of  Commerce  and 
Manufactures  on  the  pelitioa  of  sundry  inhabit- 
ants of  CharlestowD,  in  Virginia,  praying  that 
ibat  place  should  he  made  a  port  of  entry. 

Mr.  Leib  moved  an  indefinite  postponement  of 
the  report. 

Mr.  Jaoe80n  opposed  this  motion,  and  spoke  at 
some  length  in  favor  of  the  Constitutiooal  right 
of  the  petitioners  to  be  allowed  a  port  of  entry. 

Mr.  CaowNtHaHiELO,  though  against  postpone- 
ment and  in  favor  of  discussing  the  principle,  con- 
tested the  right. 

Mr.  Leib  withdrew  his  motion ;  when  the  mo- 
tion to  consider  the  repo 
13  members  rising  in  faror  of  it. 


RELEASE  ON  CUSTOM-HOUSE  BONDS. 
Mr.  Crowhikbbield,  from  the  Committee  of 
'ommerce  and  Manufactures,  to  whom  was  re* 
ferred,  on  the  4ih  instant,  by  the  House,  the  peli* 
tioQ  of  Francis  Barretto,  of  the  city  of  New  York, 
ade  the  following  report: 

The  patitiopu  pnys  that  Congress  would  relieve 
bim  from  the  payment  of  ■  enstom-haiue  bond,  whare 
he  is  the  surety,  or,  if  this  is  deemed  iapraper,  as  he 
is  in  indigent  ciicDHMtancei,  he  hopes  that  loiiie  tavor- 
able  arrangement  may  b«  made  for  him,  irbareby  his 
parson  may  be  eiempt  ham  arrest,  under  the  judg- 
ment obtained  vainst  hini,  at  the  suit  of  the  United 
Sutes. 

Tbe  IMowmg  facta  ^peu  in  this  caae :  The  peti- 
tioner, on  the  17th  day  of  July,  in  the  year  1796,  to- 
gether with  George  Arnold  and  James  Harriion,  be- 
came bound  to  the  United  States,  is  inreties  Ibr  Jose 
Josquim  La  Costa,  for  duties  on  the  cargo  of  the  brig- 
RBtiiie  Loa  Amigos,  from  Madeira,  amounting  to  the 
sum  of  nine  thouund  dollars.  The  person  who  signed 
the  bonds  is  principal  having  failed  in  his  buvceas, 
and  neglecting  to  pay  the  debt,  suits  were  commenced 
Ibr  the  recovenf  of  the  duties,  upon  vhich  judgment 
was  obtained,  and  tbe  principal  debtor  was  a  long  time 
confined  in  the  jail  of  New  York,  and  was  finally  lib- 
erated pnisDsnt  to  an  act  of  Congress,  passed  sixth  of 
June,  IT98,  upon  asaigning  all  his  property  to  the  Use 
of  the  United  Stales.  It  is  further  stated,  that  the 
other  two  suretiea,  Jsmee  Harrison  and  George  Amold, 
being  totally  insolvent,  hsTa  departed  from  the  United 
States;  and  tbe  petitioner,  unable  to  struggle  with  the 
difficulties  and  lose  of  mercantile  credit  which  be  had 
incnned,  was  under  the  necessity  of  taking  the  bene- 
fit of  tbe  banluupt  act.  Since  the  discbarge  from  hia 
private  cieditars,  ^  Attorney  of  the  United  States  for 
the  New  York  district  has  recovered  judgment  against 
him  for  the  amount  of  the  bond,  and  he  is  liable  to  be 
imprisoned  from  day  to  day- 
He  is  totally  deetitnte  of  property,  and  has  a  numer- 
oua  femily  of  young  children,  who  depend  upon  hi* 
eiertions  for  their  education  and  supporL  In  this  dis- 
tressing situation  he  is  unable  to  pursue  any  bunineaa 
to  advantage,  and  can  only  eipect  or  hops  for  relief 
from  the  benevolent  interposition  of  Congress. 

The  committee  remark,  that  the  petitioner's  miafbr- 
tnnes  do  not  appear  to  be  owing  to  his  fault  or  neglect. 
He  placed  implicit  confidence  in  the  person  who  waa 
principal  on  the  bond,  and  expected  he  would  pay  it; 
be  was  deceived  in  this  expectation.  His  own  (ilnda 
were,  and  stilt  are,  insdequsle  to  meet  the  payment. 
He  is  totally  destitute  of  property.  Tbe  United  States 
cannot  expect  to  receive  anything  from  the  petitioner. 
Thus  drcumstanced,  and  well  knowing  that  Congress 
have,  in  several  instances,  where  any  meriUnious  casea 
presented  themsetvea,  made  provision  for  the  relief  of 
persons  who  were  enable  to  pay  their  debts,  tbe  com- 
mittee conceive  that  the  House  will  readily  agree  to 
'  exempt  the  person  of  tbe  petitioner  from  arreat  for  tbe 
debt  owing  to  the  United  Stales.  Similar  bills  have 
been  reported  during  this  session  for  tbe  relief  of  Fran- 
,  cis  Johonnot  and  John  McFadon,  and  the  present  peti- 
tioner bas  equal,  if  not  aupenor  claims  upon  the  human- 
ity of  Congress.  The  committee  b^  leave  to  submit 
the  following  rasolntion : 

Staoktd,  That  the  prayer  of  the  petitioner,  so  fsi  as 
to  free  his  person  tiom  arrest  or  confinement,  on  ac- 
.  count  of  any  jtidgment  obtained  against  him  in  behalf 
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piwtaiiif  ff  qgh^. 


ArfiiL,noe. 


of  tbs  Unitod  Stitn,  ia  renouble,  lod  ottgbt  U  ba 

Referred  lo  Committer  of  ihe  Whole  oa  the 
bill  for  the  relief  of  Joha  McFadoD  sod  Francis 
JofaoDDOt. 

PLUHALITY  OF  OFFICES 

Tb«  HoDM  took  up  the  nafiDinheil  bosiaeti  of 
yesterday,  being  I h«  report  of  the  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  agreeing  ta  ibe  foUawing  resolDliaii, 
offered  by  Mr.  J  RAnnoLPii : 

ad.  Rttohed,  Th&t  pnmaion  mgbt  t»  be  made,  bj 
taw,  to  naitei  aaj  ofliew,  in  tb*  Anoy  or  Nary  «f  the 
United  atatea  inoapable  irfbsldiDg  any  efril  office  un- 
der the  U  ailed  Statu. 

Ml.  Fi0K  iBored  to  poalpooe  this  lesolaiioB  ia- 
deflniieljr. 

Thia  DMlion  wa*  aappoewd  by  Messrs.  Frait, 
Elugb,  and  Cook;  and  oppoaed  by  Messrs.  J. 
CLav,  J.  RAHDotPH,  and  J.  C.  Smitb, 

Wlieii  the  qaesiion  was  taken  by  yeas  and  Days, 
and  the  mottOD  disagreed  to — yeas  43,  nays  73,  as 
follows : 

Tiii — E*an  Aleiander,  Willis  AUton,  JQn.,  lease 
Andetaon,  Daiid  Bard,  Jowph  Bailer,  Barnabas  Bid- 
welL  John  Chandler,  FredsrLck  Canrad,  Diehard  Coot 
lasooard  Cavington,  Jacob  Crowuinabield.  Ricbanl 
Cutta,  Em  Darby,  John  DaTenport,  juniar,  Patei 
Early,  Ebeneier  Elmer,  WUliaia  Findley,  James  Fial, 
Andrew  Gregg,  Iiaiah  L.  Green,  Silas  Halaay,  Wil- 
Uam  Heluu,  Jamea  Kelly,  John  Lunbert,  WilUam 
McCreery,  Gurdon  S.  Mumfard,  Roger  Nelion,  Gideon 
OIJD,  John  Pugb,  John  Rhea  of  Tennesese,  John  Kaa- 
aell,  Felei  Sailly,  Ebcneiei  Seaver,  James  Sloan.  John 
Bmilie.HeniT  Southard,  JosephSlantoa.Uavid  Thomas, 
Uri  Tracj,  Joaeph  B.  Varnmn,  John  WMlehill,  Eli- 
phalet  WickcB,  end  Nathan  WiUiuns. 

Nira— Burwcll  Baasett.  George  H.  Bedingar,  SUaa 
Betton,  John  Btake,  jr.,  Thoa.  Blount,  Robert  Brown, 
William  Butler,  John  CampbeU,  I^evi  Casey,  Martin 
Chittenden,  John  Claiborne,  Christopher  Clark,  Joseph 
Clay,  Matthen  Clav.  John  Clopton,  John  Danwui, 
William  Biekuin,  EUas  Earle,  Jamea  Elliot,  Caleb 
EUia,  WiUiam  Ely,  John  W.  Eppea,  Jama*  H.  Qar- 
natt,  Peteiaon  Goodwyn,  Edwin  Gray,  John  Hamilton, 
Seth  Hastings,  David  Holmes,  David  Hough,  Walter 
Jones,  Thomu  Kenan,  Michael  Leib,  Joaeph  Lewis, jr., 
Duncan  MacFarland,  Robert  Marion,  Joiiah  Masters, 
Nicholas  R.  Moore,  Thomas  Moore,  Jeremiah  Morrow, 
John  Morrow,  Jonathan  O.  Moeely,  Thomas  Newton, 
jun.,  Timothy  Pitkin,  juo.,  Jouah  Quincy,  John  Ran- 
dolph, Thomas  M.  Randolph,  John  Rea  of  PennsyWa- 
nia,  Jacob  Richards,  Thomas  Sammons,  Thomaa  Sand- 
ford,  Martin  G.  Schunemao,  John  Cotton  Smith,  John 
Smith,  Samuel  Smith,  Thomaa  epaldiag,  Richard  Stan- 
ford, Wilham  Bfedman,  Lewis  B.  Slnrgea,  Samuel 
Taggart,  Benjamin  Tallmadge,  Samuel  Tenney,  Phi- 
lip R.  TbompMn,  Thomaa  W.  Thompson,  Abram 
TMgg,  Kjllian  K.  Van  Renaeelaer,  Pelcg  Wadsworth, 
Robert  Whitehitl,  David  R.  Williama.  Marmaduke 
Williams,  Alexander  Wilson,  Richard  Winn,  and  Jo- 
aeph Winston. 

The  i^uestion  was  then  taken  that  the  House  do 
agree  with  the  CoairnKtev  of  the  whole  House  in 
their  agreemenl  to  the  said  resotntioD,  and  reaolv 
ed  in  the  affimMiive — yeas  94,  nays  21,  as  fol- 

VsAs— Wilis  AlataD)  jon.,  Lnae  AndenoB,  David 


Bard,  Barwall  Baaaett,  George  M.  Badinger,  Hlae  Bat- 
too,  William  Blaekledgs,  J)An  BlAe./onior,  TbomM 
Bloant,  Robert  Brown,  WilUam  Batler,  John  Oam^ 
bell,  Levi  Casay,  Martut  Chittandea,  Job  Claiboma, 
Cbriltopher  Clark,  Joseph  Clay,  Matthew  Clay,  Jtdus 
Clopton,  Frederick  Conrad,  Lebnard  Covingtan,  Jofan 
Dawson,  William  Dickson,  EUaa  Earle,  PcUr  Early, 
Jamea  Elliot,  Caleb  Ellia,  WUIiam  Eiy,  John  W. 
Eppea.  WiUiam  Findley,  Jamea  Fisk,  James  M.  Gaiw 
nett,  Peterson  Goodwyn,  Edwin  Grey,  Andrew  Gregg, 
Silaa  Hataey,  John  Hamilton,  Seth  Haxtinga,  David 
Hotmca,  David  Hough,  John  O.Jackson,  Walter  Jones, 
Thomas  Kenan,  John  Lambert,  Michael  Leib,  Josepb 
Lewis,  junior,  Duncan  MacFarland,  Robert  Marion, 
Joeiah  Hasten,  Nichdaa  R.  Moore,  Thomas  Moore, 
Jnemiah  MorrMv,  John  Morrew,  Jonathan  O.  Mosely, 
Gnrdon  8.  Mamnrd,  Thcaaaa  Newton,  janior,  Gtdeoa 
OUn,  Thnotby  niUn,  jnn.,  John  Pugh,  Josiah  Qniney, 
John  Randolph,  Themaa  M.  Randolph,  John  Rea  of 
Pennaylvania,  Jaoab  Richaida,  Peter  Sailly,  Tbeenoa 
Sammons,  Thomss  Sandfbrd,  Martin  O.  Fli  hniioinan. 
John  Smilie,  John  Cotwo  Smhh,  John  Smith,  Samnel 
Smiib,  Thomaa  Spalding,  Richard  Stanford,  Joaeph 
Stanton,  William  Stedman,  Lewis  B.  SUltgea,  Saml 
Taggart,  Benjamin  Tallmadge,  Samoel  Teaney,  David 
Thomas,  Philip  R.  Thompson,  Thomas  W.  Thompaos, 
Uri  Tracy,  Abram  THgg,  KiUian  K.  Van  Rensselaer, 
Peleg  Wadawarlh:  Robert  WhitehiU,  David  R.  Wit- 
liama,  MarmBiiaka  Williama,  Nathan  Willtams,  Alex- 
ander Wilaon,  Richard  Winn,  and  Joseph  Winston. 
Njirs — ^Evan  Aleiander,  Joseph  Barker,  Barnabaa 
idwell,  John  Chandler,  Orchard  Coot,  Jacob  Cronn- 


Williatn  MoCreeiy,  Roger  Nelson,  John  Rhea  of  Tea* 
nessee,  John  Russell,  Gbeneaer  Seaver,  James  Sloan, 
Ji»e]A  B.  Vainum,  John  Whitefaill,  and  Blipbafet 
Wickea. 

Ordertd,  That  a  bill,  or  bills,  be  broDgfal  in, 

Sursoant  to  ihff  said  resolution ;  and  that  Wr. 
ORN  RanBOLra,  Mr.  David  R.  Williahb,  and 
Mr.  Josh  C.  Smith,  da  prepare  and  bring  in 
Ihe  same. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
ibe  Whole,  od  the  bill  further  to  alter  and  ettab- 
lisfa  certain  post  roads;  and,  aAer  some  time  spent 
therein,  the  Committee  rose  and  had  leave  lo  ait 
BgaiD. 

TBDBsnar,  April  3. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
(be  Whole,  on  the  bill  anpplementary  to  the  act 
for  Ihe  peymeat  of  (he  claims  of  eiiiEena  of  the 
United  Staiea  on  the  Government  of  Fnuice-. 
The  bill  was  reported  without  amendmetiL 

Ordertd,  That  the  said  bill  be  engrossed,  rtd 
it»d  the  third  time  loHDorrow^ 

Mr.  JoBEpB  Clay,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
were  referred,  yesterday,  the  amendmeitt  of  the 
Senate  to  ifae  nitt,  entitled  "An  act  to  revive  and 
continue  in  force  an  act,  entitled  'An  aet  to  ana* 
pend,  in  part,  the  act,  niiitled  'An  act  regulalins 
foreign  coins,  and  for  other  porpoaea,"  reportea 
their  agreement  lo  the  same  wiib  several  amend- 
raenis;  which  were  aeveniUy  twice  read,  nd 
agreed  to  by  the  House. 

The  Houce  again  rtaolved  itaelf  into  «  Comttlt- 
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(m  of  tbe  Whole,  od  ih«  bill  farther  to  altar  awl 
flstablUh  eertaia  post  road*.  The  bill  was  report- 
ed with  KTeral  arneadmcnts  ibereio ;  which  were 
aarerallf  twice  read,  aad  agreed  to  bjr  the  HoQse. 

A  mrtsage  from  the  Seoate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Seimie  have  passed  a  bill,  eniiijed  "Ad 
«et  for  the  relief  of  Gilbert  C.  Russell ;"  to  which 
ihey  desire  the  eoncnrreoce  of  this  House. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasary,  transmitting 
•  supplementary  list  of  bills  drawn  by  the  Minis- 
ter Pleoipolentiarr  of  the  United  Stales  at  Paris, 
for  claims  embraced  bv  the  eonvention  with  the 
French  Republic  of  the  thirtieth  of  April,  one 
thoii!>and  eight  hundred  and  three,  which  have 
lieea  presenled  al  the  TreaBurp,  and  not  included 
ii)  the  list  transmitted  oa  the  twentieth  ultimo ; 
which  waa  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  od  the  tabla. 

Mr,  MtTraEW  Clav.  from  the  Committee  on 
Public  Laada,  presented  a  hill  in  addition  to  an 
act,  RDtitled  "An  act  re^ulaling  the  grants  of  land, 
and  providing  for  the  disposal  of  the  lands  of  the 
(Jailed  Siaiea  south  of  the  State  of  Tenoeueej" 
vhieh  was  twiae  reati  and  committed  to  a  Com- 
nittee  of  the  Whole  on  Monday  next. 

Ad  engrossed  bill  to  amead  the  act,  enlilled  "An 
act  to  divide  the  IndiaDB  Territory  mto  two  sep- 
arate severamenia,  and  for  other  purposes,"  was 
read  the  third  time,  and  pasted. 

An  sngrotsed  bill  mahing  appropriations  for 
the  support  of  the  Military  Establtshment  of  the 
Vnited  States,  for  the  year  one  thousand  eight 
huitdred  and  six,  was  read  the  third  time.  When 
the  bill  was  recommitied  to  a  Committee  of  the 
whole  Hoase  immediately.  The  bill  was  report- 
«d  with  an  ameDdnual,  and  ordered  to  be  engross- 
ed, and  read  the  third  time  to-day,  which  was 
done. 

Mr.  Vahndm  obaerfed,  that  a  report  oa  a  new 
organisation  of  the  militia  had  been  mads  at  an 
early  period  of  the  sesaioo,  of  a  uegAiive  kind ; 
<bat  a  hill  had  been  aobsequently  acted  upon  in 
the  House  ia  soioe  measure  implicatiag  the 
poiaU  takca  in  the  report;  and  that  afterward*  a 
atU  ou  the  subject  had  been  brought  before  the 
JBeuie,  which  induced  him  to  suspend  calling  the 
•lienlion  of  the  House  to  the  repori.  That  bill 
bad  been  negatived.  His  object  in  rising  was  to 
•tale  thai,  as  tba  report  was  of  a  unlive  charac- 
ter, he  should  not  ihiob  of  callicte  it  up,  noleas  it 
was  ike  wi&b  of  gentlemea  that  It  shonld  he  dia- 
ctused. 

Mr.J.C.SHiTEi,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
leported  that  it  would  be  expedient  to  agree  to 
the  amen  dm  eats  [iroposed  by  the  Senate  to  the 
bill  making  provision  for  persons  disabled  by 
known  wounds  received  during  the  Revotutionarr 
war. 

Mr.  BtiACELBnoG  mored  a  postponement  of  the 
consideration  of  the  bill  till  to-morrow. 

Ur.  David  R.  Wii.luub  moved  aa  indefinite 
postponement. 

Titis  molionwas  o|^iad  by  Messrs.  Jobh  C- 
$iiiTB.  J.  Ci.av,  Lne,  Vabmom,  BaniHaEB,  and 
Tan  COBTI.AMOT. 

Ur.  DavibR.  WiLUAiaa  withdrew bismetioB, 


FaiDAT,  April  4. 

Mr.  John  Rahdou'h,  from  the  commiiiM  ap- 
pointed on  the  second  iostant,  presented  a  biK  to 
prohibit  officer*  of  the  Army  and  Navr  fromhold- 
in(t  or  exercising  any  civil  office ;  which  was  read 
twice,  and  oommitied  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  to -morrow. 

Mr.  CnowNinsniELD,  from  the  Committee  of 
Commerce  and  Manufactures,  piesented  a  bill 
laying  a  duty  on  copper,  therein  deMiribed  j  which 
was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Commitln 
of  the  Whole  on  Monday  next. 

Mr.  Dawson,  from  the  committee  appointed  on 
the  fourth  of  December  last,  to  whom  was  referred 
a  resolution  of  the  House,  of  the  iwenty-ointh 
nliimo,  presented  a  bill  coDcerniog  the  fbrther 
sefeauard  of  merchant  vessels  in  the  vicinity  of 
the  United  States;  which  was  read  twice,  and 
committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  whole  House 
on  Monday  next. 

Mr.  Dawson,  fVom  the  committee  appointed  on 
the  fourth  of  December  last,  to  whom  was  refer- 
red, on  the  thirty-first  of  the  same  month,  a  reso- 
lution to  inquire  whether  it  is  expedient  to  provide, 

by  laVj  for  fitting  and  preparing navy  yards, 

belongiBg  to  the  United  States,  on  or  near  the 
shores  of  the  Atlantic  ocean,  for  the  reception  of 
ships  and  vessels  of  war  of  the  United  States, 
made  a  report  thereon ;  which  was  read  and  con- 
sidered :  Whereupon, 

Hetoloed,  That  it  is  not  necessary  to  make  any 
Airlher  legislative  prorisioB  on  this  subject 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Lbib, 

Raolvtd,  That  a  eommiitee  be  appointed  to 
confer  with  a  committee  of  the  Senate,  shonld 
the  Senate  think  proper  to  appoint  such  commit- 
tee, OB  the  lime  that  the  two  Houses  of  Congress 
ought  to  adjourn. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Lsin,  Mr.  Clabc,  and  Mr. 
Tennbt,  he  appointed  a  committee,  pursuant  to 
the  said  resolniion,  on  the  narl  of  this  House. 

The  bill  sent  from  the  Sennie,  entitled  "Anaet 
for  the  relief  of  Gilbert  C.  Russell,"  was  twice 
read,  and  committed  loaOommittee  of  the  whole 
House  on  Monday  next. 

An  engrossed  bill  further  to  alter  and  establish 
certain  post  roads,  was  read  the  thicd  time,  and 
passed. 

An  engrossed  bill  su^qtlementary  to  the  act  for 
the  payment  of  claims  of  citizens  of  the  United 
States  on  the  Qovernment  of  Fmnce,  was  read 
the  third  lime,  and  passed. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  on  the  bill  for  erecting  certain  light- 
houses in  the  State  of  Massachusetts,  and  for 
building  a  beacon  or  pier  at  Bridgeport,  in  tin 
State  of  Connecticut.  The  bill  was  reported 
with  several  amendments  thereto;  which  were 
severally  twice  read,  and  aoreed  to  hy  the  House. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  bill,  together  with  the 
amendments,  be  engrossed,  aad  read  the  ttuti 
lime  to-day. 
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On  motion  of  Mr.  John  C.  Skitb,  that  the 
House  do  come  to  the  followiDg  molulion : 

Raohed,  That  the  Secietarj  for  the  Depirtmcnt  of 
WkT  be,  and  he  hereby  ii,  directed  to  procure  from  the 
««ienl  Stalei,  *nd  preaent  to  thts  Hoiue,  at  their  neit 
•eidati,  B  lilt  of  iiiTalid  peniionen  who  have  been 
placed  on  the  peniion  iiit  of  the  respective  States,  in 
conieqnence  of  known  wounds  received  in  the  actual 
•errice  of  the  United  Slates,  during  the  RetoJalionarj 
warwith  Great  Britain;  noting  particutarly,  aa  faiaa  the 
same  may  be  practicable,  whether  such  pensioner*  serv- 
ed in  the  militia  or  in  the  line  of  the  regulsr  snny ; 
and,  also,  the  monthlj  sum  allowed  to  each  pensioner. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  molioD  do  lie  on  the 
Uble. 

Aq  engTOii«d  bill  for  electing  certain  light- 
houses in  the  Slate  of  MassachuHits^aDil  forbtiild- 
ing  a  beacoa  or  pier  at  Bridgeport,  in  ilie  Stale  of 
ConDeciicui,  was  read  ihe  tfiird  time. 

JReaolved,  That  the  aaid  bill  do  pass,  and  that 
the  title  be  "An  act  for  erecting  certaio  li^^ht- 
houses  in  tbe  State  of  Mauachusetis ;  for  build- 
ing a  beacon  oi  pier  al  Bridgeport,  in  ibe  State  of 
CoDnecticuIj  and  for  fixing  buoys  in  Pamlico 
■oDod,  in  the  State  of  North  CaroliDa." 

Mr.  J.  Randolph  said,  he  rose  merely  to  notify 
the  House  that  he  should,  to-morrow,  make  a  mo- 
tion in  relation  to  the  Journsl  of  the  secret  pro- 
ceedings of  the  House.  On  Saturday,  he  belieTed, 
the  House  had  directed  the  injunciion  of  secrecy 
to  be  taken  o^  and  the  Journal  of  their  proceed- 
ings to  be  printed.  In  a  few  days  after,  they  saw 
•omeibing  like  it  in  a  newsmpet.  To-day,  for 
the  first  time.  Ibey  found  the  ofiSciil  Journal  laid 
OD  their  tables.  Last  session,  they  had  heard  a 
Bouriah  about  economy  in  the  prinliog  of  the 
House  i  and  this  session,  several  days  had  elapsed 
before  a  small  pamphlet  was  printed  i  at  '  '' 
irould  obserre  that,  notwiihstaading  the  pr 
had  been  let  out  to  tbe  lowest  bidder,  he  found 
the  same  sum  appropriated  this  year.  He  said 
he  should,  to-monow  make  a  motion  relative  tc 
tbe  secret  Journal.  Wh«]  the  injunction  of  SC' 
crecy  whs  taken  oS,  it  was,  he  understood,  to  en- 
able the  good  people  of  the  United  Stales  to  be- 
come acquainted  with  tbe  proceedings  of  Ibis 
House.  He  was,  however,  convinced,  that  very 
few  people  would,  from  its  perusal,  know  any' 
thing  about  them. 

REVOLUTIONART  PENSIONERS. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ment proposed  by  the  Senate  to  the  bill,  entitled 
"An  act  in  addition  to  'An  act  to  make  provision 
for  persoDs  that  have  been  disabled  by  known 
wounds  received  in  the  actual  service  of  the  Ui 
ted  Slates,  during  the  Revolutionary  war."  And 
the  said  amendment  beiog  again  twice  read  at  the 
Clerk's  table,  in  the  words  following,  to  wit: 

'-After  the  word  '  tbst,'  in  the  second  line  of  tbe 
flnt  aec^on,  stiike  out  the  leudue  of  the  bill,  and  in- 
sert in  lien  thereof,  the  following  : 

"Any  commiHioned  or  non-commissioned  officer, 
musician,  addier,  marine,  or  saaman,  disabled  in  the 
actual  service  af  the  United  States,  while  in  the  line  of 
hie  dnty.by  known  wounds  received  during  the  Revo- 
r,  and  who  did  uoi  deaart  the  aervice; 


who,  in  consequence  of  disability  as  afiireeaid,  resigned 
his  commioion  or  took  ■  discharge ;  or  who,  afler  in- 
curring  disability  as  aforesaid,  was  laJcen  captive  by  tba- 
enemy,  and  remained  either  in  captivity  or  \>n  psnria, 
until  the  close  of  said  Revolutionary  wu  ;  or  who,  in 
consequence  of  known  wounds,  received  as  aforeaaid, 
hu  at  any  period  since  become  and  continued  disabled 
in  such  manner  as  to  render  him  unable  to  procure  a 
subsistence  by  msnual  labor ;  whether  saui  officeir, 
solitier,  marine,  or  seaman,  served  as  a  vol- 
.  .,  any  proper  service  against  the  common  ens- 
my,  or  belonged  to  a  detachment  of  the  mihtia,  whicb 
served  against  the  common  enemy,  or  to  tbe  regtdar 
forces  of  the  United  81  ales,  or  of  any  particular  Slate  ; 
he  sbaJI,  upon  substantiating  his  claim  in  the  mannoi 
hereinafter  deecribed,  be  placed  on  the  pension  liat  of 
the  United  Slates,  dui;ing  life,  or  the  continuance  of 
such  disshility,  and  be  entitled,  under  the  regulation* 
hereinafter  mentioned,  to  receive  auch  sum  as  aball  be 
found  just  and  proper,  by  the  testimony  adduced- 

••  Sic.  2.  And  be  it  fiirlhtr  maeltd.  That,  in  nib- 
ilantiating  such  claim,  the  following  rules  and  regain- 
^ons  shall  b«  comj^ed  with,  that  is  to  say :  All  evi- 
dence sbsU  be  taken  on  oath  or  affirmation,  before  tbe 
Judge  of  the  District,  or  one  of  tbe  Judges  of  tbe  Ter- 
ritory, in  which  such  dabnant  resides,  or  before  soma 
person  specially  Authorized  by  cotnmtiaion  fiom  said 

"  Decisive  disability,  tbe  effect  of  ■  known  wound  or 
wounds  received  while  In  the  actnal  service,  and  line 
of  duty  against  Ihe  common  enemy,  during  the  Revolu- 
tionary war,  most  be  proved  by  the  affidavit  of  the 
commanding  officer  of  the  regiment,  corps,  cfHopanyi 
ship,  vessel,  or  craft,  in  which  said  claimant  aerved ;  or 
of  two  other  credible  witnesses  to  the  same  eflect,  sal- 
ting forth  the  time  when,  and  j>lace  where,  such  known 
wound  or  wounds  were  received,  and  paiticuUrly  de- 
scribing the  same. 

"  The  nature  of  such  disability,  and  in  what  degre* 
it  prevents  the  elsimant  from  obtaining  his  subsistence, 
must  be  proved  by  the  affidavit  of  some  reputable  phy- 
sician or  surgeon,  stating  his  opinion,  either  from  tus 
own  knowledge  and  acquaintance  with  Ihe  claimant,  or 
from  an  examination  of  such  elsimant  on  oalh  or  af- 
firmation; which,  when  necessary  for  that  purpose, 
sbsll  be  administered  to  said  claimant  by  said  Judge  or 
Commissioner.  And  the  said  physician  or  surgeon, in 
his  affidavit,  shall  particnlariy  describe  the  wound  or 
woands  from  whence  the  disabili^r  appears  to  be  de> 

"  Every  claimant  must  prove,  by  at  least  one  credi- 
ble witness,  that  he  continued  in  service  during  Uie 
whole  time  for  which  he  waa  detached,  or  for  which  be 
engaged,  unless  he  was  discharged,  or  left  the  service  {■ 
consequence  af  some  derangement  of  the  army,  or  in 
consequence  of  his  dissbili^  resigned  his  commissiQii^ 
or  wss,  after  his  disability,  in  captivity  or  on  parole, 
until  tbe  close  of  the  Revolutionary  wsr.  And  in  the- 
same  mnaner  must  prove  bis  mode  of  life  snd  employ- 
ment since  he  left  the  service,  and  the  place  or  places- 
where  be  ho*  since  resided,  snd  his  place  of  residence 
■t  the  time  of  taking  aucb  leatimony. 

"Every  claimant  shall,  by  his  affidavit,  give  satiabe- 
toiy  reasons  why  he  did  not  make  applicstion  for  ■ 
pension  Iwfore,  and  that  he  is  not  on  the  pension  list  aif 
any  State;  and  tbe  Judge  or  Commissioner  shall  cer- 
tify, in  writing,  his  opinion  of  tbe  credibility  of  thewil^ 
neases,  whose  affidavits  he  shall  take,  in  all  those  eaaea 
where  by  this  act  it  is  said  the  [«a«f  aball  be  made  by 
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"  Sic.  3.  And  be  it  farlhtr  enaettd.  That  the  aaid 
Judge  of  the  Dktiict,  or  penon  by  him 
•a  ijbrenid,  ihall  Irtnimit  s  liat  or  ml 
compuiied  b;  the  eiidence,  ofGdaviti,  certifleatea,  uid 
proceedings  h*d  theTeon  in  parauRnce  of  this  act,  aiA- 
hig  puticnl&ri;  th«  A$.j  on  which  the  testiinony  wu 
doMd  before  him,  to  the  SecretBr;  for  the  Depmittnent 
of  War,  that  the  *ame  may  be  compared  with  miutei- 
roUe.  or  other  docoments  io  hii  office :  and  the  aaid 
Secretaiy  shall  makeaBtatanieDt  of  all  aochcaaes,  which, 
together  with  all  the  t«stimany,  he  *hall  from  time  to 
time  transmit  to  Cotigrm,  with  luch  remarke  aa  he 
ma;  think  proper,  that  Congreia  may  be  enabled  to 
place  lUch  daimanta  an  the  pennon  list  aa  ahall  be 
found  entitled  to  the  privilege.  And  it  ahall  be  the  duty 
of  the  Judge  or  Commiaaioner,  albieiaid,  .to  permit 
each  claimant  to  take  a  tranieript  of  the  eTidenca  and 
proceediaga  had  reipecting  his  claim,  if  he  ahall  deaire 
It,  and  to  certify  the  aame  to  be  correct. 

"Sac.  4.  And  be  it  furlktr  enacted.  That  every 
p«aaian,  or  incniaae  thereof  by  Tinue  of  tUa  act,  shall 
commence  on  the  da;  when  the  claimant  ahall  haie 
completed  hie  teatimany  before  the  aolhority  proper  to 
take  the  aame. 

■■  Sbg.  0.  And  be  it  farther  enaet^  That  an  inereaae 
of  peiuion  may  be  allowed  t«  persons,  already  placed 
upon  the  pension  liat  of  the  United  States  for  disabili- 
ties canaed  by  known  wounda  received  during  the  Rei- 
olntionary  war,  in  all  caaea  where  juatice  ahall  require 
the  same  :  Provided,  That  the  increase,  when  added 
to  the  penaion  formerly  receiied,  shall  in  no  case  ei- 
c«ed  a  AiU  pension. 

"  Every  invalid  making  application  for  thia  pnrpoae, 
■hall  be  aiamined  by  two  reputable  phyaicians  or  aur- 
geona,  to  be  authoriiad  by  commission  ttora  the  Judge 
of  the  District  where  such  invalid  resides ;  who  shall 
report,  in  writing,  on  oath  or  affirmation,  their  opinion 
of  the  nature  of  the  applicant's  disability,  and  in  what 
degree  it  preventa  him  from  obtaining  a  subaiitence  by 
manaallabor;  which  report  ahall  be  transmitted,  by 
■aid  [diyaicialiB  or  surgeona,  to  the  Socretaiy  for  the 
Department  of  War,  who  shall  compare  the  aame  with 
the  documenta  in  his  office,  and  ahall  make  a  atale- 
ment  of  all  auch  caaea,  nhich,  together  with  the  origi- 
nal report,  hs  ahall  from  time  to  time  transmit  to  Con- 
gress, with  such  remarks  as  he  may  think  proper,  that 
titey  may  be  enaUed  to  do  juatice  to  such  penaioaera. 

"  8ic.  6.  And  be  it  farther  enacted.  That  a  full 
pension  given  by  this  act  to  a  commiaaioned  officer, 
ahall  be  one-half  of  the  monthly  pay  legally  allowed,  at 
the  time  of  incurring  said  disability,  to  hia  grade  in  the 
foTcea  raised  by  the  United  Statea ;  and  the  proportiona 
1ms  tban  a  full  pension,  shall  be  the  correspondent  pro- 
portions of  said  half-pay  ;  and  a  full  penaion  to  a  non- 
commiasiDned  officer,  musician,  soldier,  marine,  or  aea- 
man,  ahall  be  five  dollars  a  month,  and  the  proportiooi 
^em  than  a  lull  pension,  ahall  be  the  like  proportioiu  of 
five  dollars  a  month;  bnt  nu  penaion  oC 
ed  officer  shall  be  calculated  at  a  bight 
balf-pay  of  a  lieutenant  colonel. 


"  Sac  7.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  Thst  the 

—  or  increase  th(      '  " 

t,  shall  be  paid 


D  thereof,  which  may  be  allowcc 


to  invalids,  who  have  been  heretofore  placed  on  the 
pension  liat,  are  now  paid,  and  under  snch  restrictions 
and  regalations,  in  alt  respects,  as  are  prescribed  by 


"Sic.  S.  And  he  it  further  enacted.  That,  fivm  and 
after  the  passage  of  this  act^  do  sale,  transfer,  or  mort- 
gage of  the  whole  or  any  part  of  the  [>enaioD,  payable 
to  any  non-commissioned  officer,  musician,  atddier,  ma- 
rine, or  seaman,  before  the  aame  becomes  due,  ahall  be 
valid.  And  every  peraon  claiming  such  pension,  or  any 
part  thereof,  under  power  of  attorney  or  aabetitutian, 
shall,  before  the  same  is  paid,  make  oath  or  affirmation, 
before  some  magistrate  legally  authOTiUd  to  lake  the 
same,  a  copy  of  which,  atteated  by  aaid  magiatral«, 
ahall  be  lodged  with  the  peraon  who  pays  said  pen- 
sion, that  such  power  or  substitution  is  not  given 
by  reason  of  any  tranaler  of  auch  pension,  or  part 
thereoC  And  any  peraoit  who  shall  awcar  or  affirm 
blsely  in  the  premisea,  and  be  thereof  convicted,  ahall 
suffer  aa  for  wilful  and  corrupt  peijnry. 

"  Sic.  9.  And  be  it  fitrther  enacted.  That  all  lawa 
of  the  Unitod  States  heretofMe  passed,  ao  far  as  they 
authoriie  penona  to  be  placed  on  die  iMnajon  list  of  tl» 
United  Statea,  for,  and  in  consideration  of,  disabilities 
derived  from  known  wounds  received  in  tGe  Revolu- 
tionary war.  shall  be,  and  they  are  hereby,  repealed  i 
Provided,  That  nothing  In  this  repealing  clause  shall 
injure,  or  in  any  way  afi^t  those  penona  already  upo* 
the  pension  list  of  the  Unit«d  States ;  and  that  the  Sec- 
retary for  the  Department  of  War  ahall  proceed  npon 
the  testimony  which  has  been  transmitted  to  him  by 
any  claimant  before  the  paasage  of  thia  act,  in  the  same 
manner  aa  though  this  act  had  never  paaaed. 

"  Sac.  10.  And  be  itfiirther  enacted.  That  thia  tei, 
BO  br  aa  it  autlloTii:ea  the  admiaaion  of  persons  upon  the 
penaion  liat  of  the  United  Statea,  ahall  remain  in  fiirea 
for  and  during  the  space  of  six  years  from  the  paaaago 
thereof,  and  no  longer :  Provided,  That  this  limitation 
ahall  not  affect  or  impair  the  right  of  any  invalid,  who 
may  have  completed  bis  teatimany,  in  the  manner  pre- 
scribed by  this  act,  tiefore  thia  timitatioii  commeocM 
its  operation ;  but  which  haa  not  been  truumitlad  to 
the  Secretary  for  the  Department  of  War." 

Mr.  Alston  mored  lo  recomtnit  this  bill  to 
the  Committee  of  the  whole  House. 

This  raoIJon  was  supported  by  Messrs.  Alstoi*, 
T.  MooBB,  D.  R.  Williams,  and  Blackledqb, 
mnd  opposed  b;  Messrs.  J.  C.  Smith,  J.  Clat.  R. 
Nelson,  and  Van  Cortlandt;  and  wu  disa- 
greed to — yeas  26. 

Mr.  Blacklgdqg  moved  to  amend  the  amend- 
menls  of  the  Seoaie,  ao  as  to  prorid«  for  the 
placioK  on  the  pensioti  list  of  the  United  States 
all  aueti  wounded  or  disabled  persona  as  have  been 
placed  oa  the  pensioo  lists  of  the  States  for  weuails 
or  disabilities  received  during  the  Revoluliouarf 
war,  on  adduciog  a  prescribed  proof. 

Messrs.  Blackledoe,  Bloddt,  Clahi,  and 
Qrggo,  supporled,  and  Messrs.  J.  C.  SuiTH,  Bed- 
IHOER,  R.  Nelson.  VaRnuii,  Sodthard,  Bid- 
weLL,aDd  SLOAH,opposed  thisamendmeDii  which 
was  disagreed  to — vra»  34,  nays  t>9. 

The  friends  of  the  amendment  coDieiided  that 
it  was  just,  that  a  full  and  liberal  provision  should 
be  made  lor  all  the  militia  disabled,  as  well  those 
already  provided  for  by  some  States,  as  those  not 
provided  for  by  other  Slates. 

The  opponents  of  tbe  amendment  did  not  deof 
ihe  justice  of  such  a  provision,  but  contended  that 
it  would  Dot  probably  receive  the  approbation  of 
the  Senate,  and  that  il  was  impracticable  to  make 
it  without  going  into  minute  details,  forbidden  by 
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the  adraoced  stage  of  the  session,  and  reconi' 
mended  that  it  should  be  made  the  subject  of  a 
disiincl  bill  at  a  future  session. 

The  quesiioD  was  then  lateu  on  agreeing  to 
the  ameDdments  of  the  Senate,  and  passed  ia  tbe 
affirmaiiTe — ;eas  98,  nays  15,  as  fuUows: 

Yiia — Iliac  AndenoDi  Darid  Bard,  Joieph  Barker. 
Bunrall  Buaett,  George  M.  Bedmger,  tiilai  Betton, 
Bamabu  Bidwell,  Williun  BtkcUedge,  John  Blake. 
JDoioT,  Robert  Blown,  William  Butlei,  George  W. 
Campbell,  John  Chandler,  Martin  Chittenden,  John 
Claiborne,  JoMjih  Cbr>  Matthew  Ck;,  John  Clopioa, 
Frederick  Conrad,  Orchard  Cook,  Jacob  Cronninihield, 
Kchard  Cutta,  Swnnel  W.  Dana,  Eira  Darbj,  John 
DaTenport,  Jan.,  John  Da waon,  William  Dickaon,  Fetei 
Early,  Jamei  Elliot,  Calab  Ellii,  William  Ely,  John  W. 
Eppei,  Williant  Findl^,  Jamca  Fidt,  Jamea  H.  Gar- 
nett,  AnUrev  Gre^,  laaiah  L.  Oreen,  Silaa  Haliey, 
John  Hamilton,  Seth  Hastiaga,  David  Uolmet,  David 
Hough,  famee  Kelly,  John  Lambert,  Michael  Leib, 
JoMph  Lewia,  jnn.,  Matthew  Lyon,  Fatrick  Magmder, 
Joaiah  Maatera,  William  McCreeiy,  Nicholaa  R.  Moore, 
John  Morrow,  Jonathan  O.  Motely,  Jeremiah  Nebon, 
Soger  Nelaon,  Gideon  Olin,  Timothy  Pitkin,  jun.,  John 
Pugh,  loaiah  Qnincy.Thoma*  M.  Randolph,  John  Rea 
of  Penniy  Ivan  ia,  John  Rhea  of  Tenneiaee,  Jacob  Rich- 
atda,  John  Ruwell,  Peter  Sailly,  Thomaa  Sammona, 
Tboma*  Sandlbrd,  Martin  G.  Hchuneman,  Ebeneaar 
Seaver,  Jamea  Sloan, John  Smilie,  John  C.  Smith,  John 
Smith,  Heniy  Southard,  Thomaa  Spalding,  Richard 
Stanford,  Joaepb  Stanton,  William  Stedman,  Lewia  B. 
Stunea,  Samnel  Taggart,  Benjamin  Tailmadge,  8am- 
nel  Tenney,  David  Thomaa,  Philip  R.  Thompwn,  Uri 
Tracy,  Philip  Van  Coitlandt,  Killian  K.  Tan  Renaae- 
laet,  Joaeph  B.  Vainum,  Peleg  Wadawoith,  John 
WUtahill,  Robert  WhitehiU,  Eliphalel  Wickea,  Har- 
maduke  Williami,  Nathan  Williama,  Alexander  Wil- 
son, Bkhard  Winn,  and  Joaeph  Wioalon. 

Niia — Evan  Alexander,  Willia  Alaton,  jun,  Thom- 
aa Blount,  Levi  Caaey,  Chriatopher  Clark,  £liaa  Eaile, 
Petenon  Goodwyn,  Walter  Jonea,  Thomaa  Kenan, 
Dane«n  MacFarland,  Robert  Marion,  Tbomaa  Moore, 
John  Randolph,  Abram  Trigg,  and  DavU  R.  WilUama. 

Satobdat,  April  5. 
Hr.  Oreoh,  rrom  tbe  Commillee  on  the  Publi 
Landn,  who  were  instructed,  by  a  resolution  i 
tbe  House,  of  the  Iweniy-aiiih  ultimo,  'Moinquii 
into  the  expediency  of  repealing  all  such  parts  of 
the  several  acts  providing  for  tbe  sale  of  the  landr 
of  the  United  States,  as  authorise  a  credit  on  any 
part  of  the  purcha'ie  money  of  said  lands,"  made 
a  report  thereon;  which  was  read,  and  referred 
to  a  Comniiitee  of  the  whole  House  on  Thursday 
Dexl. 

'  The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
meols  proposed  by  the  Senate  to  the  bill,  entitled 
"Ad  act  to  continue  in  force  an  act,  entitled  'An 
act  to  authorize  the  Secretary  of  War  to  issue 
land  warrants,  and  for  other  purposes:"  Where- 
bpon  the  said  amendments,  together  with  the 
bill,  were  referred  lu  the  Commillee  on  the  Public 

'  A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  hare  passed  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  to  repeal  so  much  of  any  acL  or  acta,  as  au- 
thorize the  receipt  of  evidences  oflbe  public  debt, 


,  lyineot  for  lands  of  tbe  United  States,  and 
for  other  purposes  relative  to  the  public  debt," 
with  several  amendments  ;  to  which  they  desire 
the  concurrence  of  this  House.  The  Senate  hare 
also  passed  the  bill,  eutiiled  '-An  act  to  coQiinutf 
in  force  an  act,  entitled  'An  act  to  authorize  the 
Secretary  of  War  lo  issue  land  warranta,  aud  for 
other  purposes,"  witJi  sero^l  ameodmeuts;  lo 
which  they  desire  the  concuTrence  of  this  Hoaae. 

Mr.  Greoq,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Publie 
Lands,  presented  a  bill  respecting  the  claima  to 
land  in  tbe  Indiana  Territory  and  State  of  Ohio ; 
which  was  read  twice  and  committed  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  whole  House  oo  Thursday  next. 

The  House  proceeded  to  couMder  the  amend- 
ments proposed  by  the  Seuale  (o  the  bill,  entitled 
"An  act  to  repeal  so  much  of  any  act,  or  acts  ai 
BUihorize  the  receipt  of  evidences  of  the  public 
debt  in  payment  for  lauds  of  the  United  States. 
and  for  other  purposes  relative  to  the  public  debt: 
Whereupon,  the  said  amendments,  together  with 
the  bill,  were  referred  to  tbe  Committer  of  Wnya 
aud  Means. 

PAY  OF  WITNESaESS. 

The  House  resolred  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  00  the  bill  from  the  Senate,  making 
provision  lor  the  compensation  of  wilnesaes  ifho 
attended  oo  the  trial  of  Samuel  Chase. 

Tbe  Chairman  atated  that  the  amendment,  un- 
der consideration  at  the  time  this  bill  was  befor* 
the  committee,  was  to  insert  io  the  first  section 
"on  the  part  of  the  United  States"— limiting  the 
provision  lo  the  payment  of  wituessea  oil  the  pari 
of  the  United  States. 

On  thii  amendment,  the  Committee  dirided— 7 
yeas  59  nays  35. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  J.  C.  Smith,  a  new  section 
was  introduced  providing  for  the  payment  of  anjr 
eipeoces  incurred  by  order  of  the  managen. 

The  Committee  rose,  and  reported  the  bill  with 
these  amendments.  The  House  immediately  tooU 
up  the  report. 

Go  concurring  with  tbe  Committee  in  their 
agreement  to  the  ameodmeot  restricting  the  pro- 
vision to  the  payment  of  the  witnesses  summoned 
"  00  the  part  of  tbe  United  Slates,"  the  yeas  and 
nays  were  taken,  after  a  few  remarks  made  by 
Mr.  M.  Williams  against  the  amendment,  and 
were — yeas  5i,  nays  5i,  as  followj; 

Tail — Isaac  Anderson,  Joseph  Barker,  Burwell 
Baaeett,  George  K.  Bedinger,  William  Blackledge, 
John  Blake,  Junior,  Robert  Brown,  William  BuUer, 
Levi  Casey,  John  Chandler,  Matthew  Clay,  Leoaanl 
Covington,  Eliai  Earle,  Ebeneier  Elmer,  John  W. 
Eppes,  William  Findley,  Jamea  M.  Gamett,  SJwia 
Gray,  Andrew  Gregg,  Isaiah  L.  Green,  Bilai  Halaej, 
John  Hamilton,  David  Holmes,  Thomas  Kenan,  John 
Lambert,  Michael  Leib,  Patrick  Msgruder,  Joeiab  Mas- 
ters, Thomaa  Moore,  Jeremiah  Morrow,  John  Morrow, 
(iideon  Olio,  John  Pugh,  John  Rea  of  Pennsylvania 
John  Rhea, ofTenneasee,  Jacob  Ricbatda,  Thomaa  Sam- 
mona, Tbomaa  Saadfbrd,  James  Sloan,  John  Smilic^ 
Samuel  Smith,  Thomaa  Spalding,  Richard  Stanfon), 
Philip  R.  Thompson,  Abram  Trigg,  Joseph  B.  Vamnm> 
Robert  Whitehilt,  David  R.  WUIiams,  Aleiandar  Wil- 
son, Richard  Winn,  and  Joaeph  WinaUln. 


jglc 


m 


mSTORY  0¥  CONGRESS. 


646 


Apml,  1806. 


importt  and  Tbanage—SpanUh  Affair*. 


H.OFR. 


Nats — Willis  Alaton,  janioT,  Dand  Bud,8ilt« Bet- 
ton,  Thomu  Blount,  Martin  Chilteoden,  John  Clsi- 
borae,  Chriatopber  Clark,  John  Clopton,  Orchard  Cook, 
Jacob  Crown  inBhieId,Richaid  Cut(a,Joha  Davenport,jr. 
WUIiam  Dickn>n,  Peter  Early  Jarne*  Elliot,  Caleb 
GIGi,  William  Ely,  Jamea  Fisk,  PetersoD  Oooilwrn, 
8«th  Haalinga,  David  Hough,  John  O.  Jackaon,  Wal- 
tar  Jone*.  Jamca  Kelly,  Joseph  Lenia,  junior,  Dnncari 
HeFwrlaad,  Robert  Marion,  William  McKl^reeFT,  Nicb- 
«taa  B.  Moore,  Jonathan  O.  Mosely,  Timothy  Pitkin, 
junior,  Josiah  Qnint^,  Thomai  M.  Randolph,  John 
Boaaell,  Peter  Swtly,  Martin  O.  Schuueman,  Ebene- 
sar  Seayei,  John  Uotlon  Hmilti,  John  imith,  Williaw 
8tfiiioui>  Lflwia  B.  Stnrgei,  Samnel  Taggart,  Banja- 
mia  Tallmadge,  Samuel  Tenney,  David  Thomaa, 
Tbomai  W.  Thompaon,  Uri  I^acy,  Philip  Van  Cort- 
bndt,  Killian  &.  Van  Qenaielaer,  Peleg  Wadinortb, 
Jbha  Whitehill,  EUpbalet  Wickea,  Manaaduke  Wil- 
lionu,  ao^  Nathan  WiUiajna. 

f  he  Hoose  then  conoDrred  ib  the  second 
UDenflineDt,  when  the  bill  was  oideted  to  a  third 
readiiig  oo  Monday— yeas  63. 

IMPORTS  AND  TONNAGE. 
The  House  reaolred  itself  into  e  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  hill  to  amead,  io  the  cases  there- 
in mentioned,  the  "Act  to  regulate  the  collection 
of  duties  on  imports  and  toDosge." 

This  hill  establishes  the  town  or  landing  place 
of  DarieB  into  a  port  of  delivery ;  and  contains 
the  followiog  prorisioD  in  the  third  section,  viz : 
''That  to  mooh  of  the  18th  seecioa  of  the  "  act  to 
regulate  the  collection  of  duties  on  imports  and 
tODoage,"  as  relates  to  theentrr  of  ships  or  vesseU 
arriiing  from  the  Cape  of  Qood  Hope,  or  from 
asf  place  heyood  the  same;  and  so  much  of  the 
37th  section  of  sait)  act  as  realricls  the  allowaoee 
of  drawback  to  goods,  wares,  and  merchandise, 
exported  from  the  districts  of  original  importation, 
or  from  those  ports  at  which  Teasels  from  the 
Gape  of  Good  Hope  or  an;  place  bevond  the 

same,  are  permitted  to  make  entry,  shall  be,  and 
berebf  are  repealed." 
The  effect  of  ibe  first  part  of  ibis  provision 

fronld  be  to  admit  to  entry  vessds  from  or  be- 

Tond  the  Cape  of  Oood  Hope  at  any  port  of  entry 

m  the  United  Stales. 

Mr.  Ci^BE  moved  to  strike  out  the  seclioa. 
On   this  motion  a  debate  ensued,  in  which 

Messrs.    Clabk,  Elt,  D.  R.  Willums,  J.  C. 

8m  IT  a,  QtTiHcT,  and  Dana,  supported,  apd  Mr. 

GaowHiNOHiELD  opiKned  the  motion. 

The  question  was  first  taken  on  striking  out 

the  reaiatie  of  the  section,  which  preTailed  without 

a  division. 

Mr.  Q.niMCT  moved  a  new  section,  for  making 

Plymouth,  in  Massachusetts,  aport  of  entry  for  ves- 

sela  from  or  beyond  the  Cape  ofGood  Hope,  which 

■was  disagreed  to — yeas  7. 

Mr.  Blodnt  offered  a  new  section  for  erecting 

a  district  to  be  called  the  district  of  Ocracoke.  in 

North  Carolina,  into  a  port  of  entry,  which  was 

agreed  to  ;  when  the  Committee  rose  and  report- 

e5  the  bill. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  bill,  with  the  anend- 

nteitta,  4o  lie  on  the  tabi*. 


SPANISH  AFFAIRS. 
Mr.  J.  RANnoLPB.— I  rise  to  execute  the  pur- 
pose vhieh  I  intimated  yesterday.  On  the  first 
J  age  of  this  Journal  (holding  in  his  hand  the 
ournal  of  the  secret  proceedings  of  the  House) 
I  find  it  stated  that  the  SpEAinn  laid  before  the 
House  a  letter  and  communication  from  the  Pres- 
ident of  tbe  United  States,  which  were  read;  (hat 
tbey  were  referred  to  a^select  committee,  and  I 
find  that  then  follows  the  report  of  that  commit- 
tee, wiihoat  any  notice  of  the  Message  of  the 
President  on  which  it  was  grounded.  Tbis  I  take 
to  be  a  departure  from  the  regular  system  of  keep- 
ing the  Journal,  because  I  perceive  in  other  parti 
of  It  measages,  though  of  a  private  nature,  accom- 
panying other  communications,  inserted.  I  deem 
it  not  less  important  to  the  character  of  those  who 
compose  the  select  coeamiltee,  of  which  1  had  the 
honor  to  be  one,  than  to  the  character  of  tbe  Qor- 
einment  of  the  United  States,  that  a  full  and  iair 
view  should  be  given  to  the  public  of  the  conduct 
of  the  Qovernment  on  the  one  hand,  and  of  the 
Legislature  on  tbe  other.  I  beg  pardon  for  using 
the  lerm  "  ^vernmeni ;"  by  government  I  meant 
the  Execative  department.  Ishall  feel  it  incum- 
bent on  me,  in  order  to  impress  oo  the  House  the 
sense  I  entertain  of  the  importance  of  ibis  mo- 
tion, to  enter  into  some  little  history  ol  the  tran- 
sacliona  which  have  taken  pisce  with  closed  doors, 
in  which,  though  I  may  not  onderiake  to  say  what 
the  Message  of  the  President  contains,  I  shall  feel 
mysdf  at  riherly,  according  to  tbe  course  pursued 
here,  to  say  what  it  does  not  contain. 

It  b  true  that,  on  the6th  of  December,  that  Mes- 
sage was.  referred  to  a  select  committee.  That 
committee  met,  and  ooe  of  the  members,  a  gentle- 
man from  Ma&sschuseits,  whom  I  do  not  now  see 
in  his  place,  as  soon  as  the  commliiee  met.  pro- 
posed that  ihey  should  recommend  to  the  Hoose 
the  making  an  appropriaiioa  of  money  to  enable 
the  Executive  to  negotiate  abroad.  I  understood, 
though  it  ntay  not  nave  been  so  expressed,  that 
tbeobject  was  the  purchase  of  the  Floridas.  There 
was  a  great  variety  of  sentiment  in  the  commit- 
tee, and  other  gentlemen  of  the  committee,  of 
whom  I  was  one,  objected,  that  in  the  coafideniial 
Message  of  the  President,  there  was  not  a  sylta* 
hie  about  the  purchase  of  the  Floridas^  or  an  ap- 
propriation of  money  for  forei^  negotiation,  that 
there  was  not  a  word  in  it  to  induce  us  to  believe 
that  Spain  was  willing  to  make  tbe  sale  or  to 
come  to  an  amieableadjusiment  of  difference  with 
us;  but  that,  on  the  contrary,  a  direct  and  oppo- 
site inference  could  cmly  be  drawn  from  its  con- 
tents. 

On  coming  to  town,  and  conversing  with  gen- 
tlemen of  thi*  House,  I  was  apprized  of  the  exist- 
ence of  a  project  for  tbe  purchase  of  the  Floridss 
from  Spain ;  and  I  was  prepared  to  have  consid- 
ered any  expressions  in  the  Executive  Message  as 
having  this  meaning,  which  could  at  all  warrant 
it.  There  was  such  a  difference  of  opinion  in  the 
committee  that  they  came  to  no  direct  CDnclu^ion. 
Cirisumsiances  of  an  imperious  nature  called  me 
to  Baltimore,  where  I  staid,  I  think,  six  days.  Oo 
my  return  on  Saturday,  I  found,  from  the  iofor- 
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matioD  of  a  gentleman  rroro  Maryland,  (Mr. 
NicBOLsON,)  tbat  ihere  had  been  considerable  ex- 
ciiement  in  consequenca  of  (be  committee  not 
reporting.  Without  even  chaogiog  my  clothes, 
or  goiog  to  my  lodgings,  I  immediately  met  the 
committee,  and  it  was  agreed  to  write  to  the  Sec- 
retary of  War,  and  learn  from  dim  the  number  of 
iroopa  necessary  to  protect  the  Soutberu  frontier 
from  Spanisb  inroad  and  iosults.  But,  altboueh 
in  tbe  public  Message  of  ibe  Pre«ideol,  at  the 
opening  of  tbe  session,  we  heard  mncb  of  Span- 
ish outrages  and  insults,  and  though  the  private 
Message  of  (he  President  held  a  language  m  con- 
sonance with  the  public,  I  found  a  backwardness 
in  tbe  head  of  tbe  War  Department,  and  of  the 
fiiecDtire  gorernment, generally,  on  taking  a  de- 
cided attitude  as  to  Spain;  and  I  found  what  wns 
worse— before  I  left  town  lo  go  (o  Baltimore — 
from  a  conversation  with  what  hna  been  consid- 
ered tbe  head  of  (be  Grst  Executive  department 
under  tbe  Qorernmeut,  that  France  was  the  great 
obstacle  to  tbe  compromise  of  Spanish  differences; 
that  France  would  not  permit  Spain  to  come  to 
any  accommodation  with  ut,  because  France 
wanted  money,  and  tbat  we  must  give  her  money. 
From  tbe  moment  I  beard  tbat  declaration,  all 
the  objections  I  originally  had  to  the  brocedure, 
were  aggravated  to  the  highest  possible  degree. 
I  considered  it  a  base  prostration  of  the  national 
()haracler,  to  excite  one  nation  by  money  to  bully 
another  nation  out  of  its  property,  and  from  that 
moment,  and  to  the  last  moment  of  my  life,  my 
conGdence  in  tbe  principles  of  the  matt  enteriain- 
ine  those  sentiments,  died,  never  (o  live  again. 
Well,  sir,  during  my  absence  in  Bahiniore.  (be 
despatches  contained  in  the  Message  of  the  17ib 
of  January  arrived.    This  I  shall  have 


0  meniioa  ^in.  Tbe  House  began  to  act  c. 
the  subject  otour  foreign  relations.  Qentlemeo 
who,  in  select  committee,  had  declared  tbat  they 
considered  the  Executive  Message  as  a  requisition 
to  buy  tbe  Floridas,  (hough  there  was  not  a  word 
in  it  about  tbe  Floridas,  or  about  money,  took  a 
differen[  ground  in  the  House.  They  said,  that 
though  tbe  Executive  did  not  recommend  to  Con- 
gress (o  purchase  the  country,  yet  that  they  were 
adequate  to  give  the  business  this  direciion;  that 
if  they  chose,  they  were  at  liberty  to  do  it.  But 
tin  fortunately  for  this  new  doctrine,  and  the  pre- 
vious one  broached,  and  unfortunately  for  the 
whole  system  that  gentlemen  stepped  forward  lo 
enforce,  one  gentlemen  asserted  (bat  he  was  ready, 
in  his  own  person,  to  Touch  that  the  course  in 
question  was  in  consonance  with  the  secret  wishes 
of  the  Executive ;  and  this  Is  one  of  (hose  reasons 
which  calls  most  imperiously  for  the  motion 
which  lam  about  to  make.  What  was  afterwards 
done  the  House  will  perceive.  I  pass  over  the 
moiioD  made  to  restrict  the  purchase  to  the  coun- 
try not  in  dispute  with  Spain,  and  to  exclude  from 
that  purchase  the  country  in  dispute,  thereby  leNt' 
ing  the  principle,  whether  we  were  actually  buy- 
ing land  or  peace.  In  spite  of  every  obstacle,  of 
airoppaiition,  and  (he  con(radictory  votes  gi' 
tbe  bill  was  sent  to  the  Senate,  and  on  the  i 
day,  (he  17tb  of  January,  after  the  business 


out  of  our  possession,  we  received  despatches  from 
our  Minister  at  London,  which  bad  arrived  before 
Christmas.  It  will  be  recollected  tbat  It  was  at- 
tempted to  be  insinuated  by  individual  members, 
that  innsmuch  as  we  received  the  original  paper, 
and  not  a  copy,  the  despatches  had  just  arrived, 
and  there  had  not  been  time  for  transcribing  (hem. 
But  in  returning  from  the  House,  I  was  so  well 
con.vinced  to  the  contrary,  for  1  had  myself  re- 
ceived letters  from  London  of  acontemporaneotts 
date,  that  Imadeinqulryof  the  Secretary  of  State, 
and  was  told  tbat  they  bad  been  received  the 
week  before  Christmas,  at  tbe  same  time  with  my 
letters. 

While  I  am  up,  I  will  undertake  to  rectify  a 
trivial  inaccuracy,  (for  I  wish  everything  which 
1  state  on  this  floor  to  be  literally  exact,)  which, 
on  some  former  occasion,  escaped  me.  I  said  (hat 
the  existence  of  these  despatches  was  unknown 
to  a  high  Cabinet  Minister;  although  it  is  certain 
that  I  so  understood,  it  is  no  less  so  that  I  was 
mistaken.  But  though  their  existence  was  not 
unknown,  yet  their  contents  were.  That  Miaisler 
had  no  reason  to  believe  that  they  contained— on 
the  contrary,  he  had  every  reason  to  believe  tbat 
they  did  not  contain — anything  relative  to  our 
djfierences  with  Spain ;  and  as  to  their  being  sent 
to  the  House,  be  Knew  nothing  of  it  antil  after 
(bey  had  been  received.  They  were  do  sooner 
opened  here  than  they  excited  an  instantsneons 
sensation,  and  produced  a  declaration  that  tbe 
course  we  bad  taken  was  wrong ;  they  prodneed 
also  an  imptession  that  it  would  be  in  vain,  on  the 
subject  of  our  differences  with  England,  to  assume 
a  manly  attitude  towards  her,  if  we  became  the 
panders  and  caterers  of  the  lustful  appetite  ot 
France. 

Tbe  question  is  now  reduced  to  this  point, 
whether  tbe  public  shall  read  the  secret  jonniBl 
without  understanding  one  word  about  i(,  or  shall 
read  it  inielligibly.  For  it  is  impossible  to  decide 
how  far  the  report  of  the  sel  ct  committee  is  con- 
sistent with  tbe  Message  of  tbe  President,  unless 
tbat  Message  iRalaopuhlished.  A  difficulty  may 
be  raised  by  saying  this  is  a  conGdential  Me«- 
sage.  But  this  is  got  over  by  tbe  publicity  given 
to  tbe  proceedings  on  it.  It  was  confidential,  be- 
cause the  proceedings  on  it  were  so.  For  in- 
stance: Let  us  suppose  tbe  United  States  were 
preparing  for  some  strong  and  decisive  meastite 
against  Spain,  which  it  was  politic  to  conceal 
from  her  nil  taken ;  but  as  to  anything  decisive 
in  (he  Menage,  no  man  can  contend  tbat  it  con- 
tains anything  of  this  nature.  When  I  speak  of 
tbe  Message,  I  do  not  allude  to  the  commonica- 
tions  of  tbe  Minister  of  the  United  Slates  with 
the  authorized  agents  of  Spain.  Thougli  I  iet 
no  reason  why  even  those  should  not  be  published, 
as  the  negotiation  has  been  entirely  closed  by  (he 
abortion  in  which  it  has  terminated,  I  however 
restrict  my  present  motion  to  the  Message- 

The  public,  frum  this  vague  and  desultory 
sketch,  may  acquire  some  principles  by  which  (o 
appreciate  the  conduct  of  members  in  ibisHuose. 
Ihey  will  see  what  members  were  disposed  (o 
have  adopted  that  course  which  the  mostftatbea- 
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tbe  iDterveDiiOD  of  an;  foreiga  Power,  and 
wpecially  in  ihe  shape  of  a  bribe, sad  when  nucb 
a  course  was  not  asked  for  hj  ihe  Eiecaiive. 
Tbef  will  aee  wbo  were  these  members,  aod  1 
believe  there  are  bow  but  few  who  would  be 
williDg  to  take  tbe  respoDsibiliif  on  ihemseUes 
which  properly  belonged  (o  BDOiher  department 
of  the  OovernmeQi;  and  to  do  all  tbe  dirty  work, 
which  would  oiherwise  have  soiled  their  Sogers. 
Tbey  will  see  and  beware. 

Mr.  J.  Randolph  concluded  by  moTiDg  that 
the  Message  of  the  President  of  the  6lh  of  De- 
cember last  be  printed;  that  it  be  iaserted  in  the 
Journal  of  tbe  secret  proceedings ;  and  that  a 
new  edition  of  that  Journal  should  be  printed  for 
Ihe  use  of  the  menibers. 

Mr.  Jacebon. — I  think  it  bisbly  probable  that 
a  majority  of  this  Hooae  will  be  disposed  to  take 
off  the  iojnoction  of  secrecy,  not  only  on  this 
document,  but  on  all  their  proceedings,  that  the 
people  may  be  enabled  to  judge  for  theEoselves 
whether  the  representations  made  from  time  to 
time  are  correct;  bni  I  submit  whether  it  is  cor- 
rect in  point  of  order  to  act  in  this  way.  What 
is  the  resolution  adopted  by  this  HonseT  That 
tbe  injunction  of  secrecy  relative  to  their  ^ro- 
oeedines,  not  the  messi^es  or  other  communica- 
tioDs  stall  be  taken  oC  This  is  not  the  proper 
course  to  effect  the  object  in  view.  I,  for  one, 
am  willing  to  so  into  conelaTe.  and  have  the  in- 
junction on  the  whole  taken  off.  It  is  not  my 
wish  to  see  the  eyes  of  the  people  hoodwinked 
any  longer.  It  has  been  declared  by  the  gentle- 
man who  has  offered  this  resolution  that  we  hare 
not  an  inch  of  territory  beyond  the  Iberrille.  It 
ms  iherelore  that  I  considered  it  all-importani 
to  have  the  Floridas,  and  it  was  therefore  I  voted 
at  Congreisdid  in  the  memorable  instance  of  the 
parchase  of  Louisiana.  And  it  was  the  fear  that 
takioK  off  the  injunction  of  secrecy  might  affect 
the  issue  of  this  all-important  negotiation  that 
indaced  me  some  time  since  to  vote  against  it. 
But  during  tbe  whole  of  the  discussion  we  have 
had  on  this  subject,  no  proof  has  been  adduced 
that  the  money  we  have  appropriated  is  to  be 
tfiven  to  France,  althongh  Ihe  gentleman  from 
Virginia  has  declared  there  is  no  Spain,  no  Pyre- 
nees; although  he  has  declared  that  Spain  iscOQ- 
fessedly  merged  in  France;  altbaogh  he  has  de- 
clared France  would  not  permit  Spain  to  settle 
Iter  differences  with  us,  and  although  this  has  been 
adduced  as  an  argument  to  show  ihat  we  can  do 
nothing  with  Spain;  and  although  tbe  gentleman 
has  further  said  that  if  we  could  see  the  despatch- 
es of  the  Spanish  Minister,  we  shoald  see  them 
signed  "Charles  Maurice  Talleyrand;"  and  al- 
though be  has  alleged  that  a  negotiation  could 
not  be  opened  with  a  Oorerament  reduced  to  a 
mere  nonentity ;  as  I  did  not  anticipate  the  mo- 
tion of  my  colleague,  1  cannot  be  expected  to  be 
prepared  to  go  into  an  examination  of  the  mo- 
livet,  as  has  been  done  by  my  colleague,  which 
influenced  the  decision  of  tbe  House.  This  coold 
not  be  done  unless  all  the  doettmenta  «n  this  sub- 


ject were  printed.    Some  gentlemen  ap))ear  to 

o  have  given  an  importance  to  a  certain  doe- 

nt  which  it  does  not  merit ;  and  it  has  been 
it  was  withheld  until  oor  vole  was  uken  for 
the  purpose  of  trepanning  us.  I  have  heard  of 
but  two  gentlemen  who  nave  declared  it  would 
l^ve  affected  iheir  rotes.  On  me  it  would  have 
had  a  different  tendency.    I  wish  it  published.    1 

III  say  for  one.  that  I  think  had  it  been  received 

fore  the  passage  of  the  bill,  it  would  have  had 
a  tendency  to  increase  the  majority,  stupendous 
I  it  was,  because — but  I  am  not  at  liberty  to  say 
'hy.  I  hope  the  Speaker  will  decide  this  que»- 
tion  not  proper  to  be  discussed  with  open  doors. 

Mr.  J.  Randolph  said  that  he  had  to  bis  ■»• 

aishment  found  n  detailed  report  on  Ihe  Journal, 
which  it  was  not  usual  to  enter  upon  it.  fie 
found  also  three  Messages,  and  this  was  the  only 
istance  in  which  a  Message  was  not  enteied  up- 
1  it. 

Mr.  Leib  asked  whether  it  was  consistent  with 
thernlesof  the  House  to  have  the  Mes>agenow 
read  1  If  it  were  not,  he  could  not  concur  with 
tbe  gentleman  from  Virginia  in  voting  for  tbe 
motion  under  consideration,  though  he  agreed 
with  him  in  the  propriety  of  taking  off  tnein- 
JDuction  of  secrecy  from  all  the  papers. 

Mr.  J.  Raroolpb  asked  whether,  when  the 
Journal  was  read,  the  Clerk  had  not  began  to  read 
the  Message,  when  the  reading  was  dispensed 
with  1  This  was  his  recollection,  and  if  so,  it 
most  be  considered  as  a  part  of  the  Journal,  re- 
specting which  the  injunction  of  secrecy  had 
been  taken  off. 

TU Clerk  sud  this  was  the  fact. 

Mr.  Leib  then  said,  before  be  decided  on  the 
resolution,  he  wished  to  hear  the  Message  read. 

The  SpBAXER  said  it  would  be  most  accepta- 
ble that  tbe  House  should  decide  whether  the 
reading  were  proper. 

Mr.  Alston. — I  merely  rise  to  remind, the 
Speaker  of  the  decision  he  ^ve,  and  of  the  ques- 
tion 1  put  to  him  when  the  mjnnciion  of  secrecy 
was  removed.  I  well  recollect  the  decision  of 
the  Chair  that  the  Message  of  the  President  and 
the  letters  of  our  Minister  were  not  embraced  in 
the  motion  for  taking  off  that  injonciion.  And 
I  have  not  a  doubt  on  my  mind  that  it  was  in 
consequence  of  thai  decision  that  tbe  rote  of  the 
House  was  such  as  it  was.  As  to  the  publication 
of  the  Message,  it  is  immaterial  to  me.  I  voted 
against  giving  publicity  to  the  secret  Journal  un- 
til we  had  beard  tbe  result  of  the  negotiation. 
To  act  consistently  on  this  subject  with  that  vote, 
lam  for  going  no  further.  I  believe,  however, 
for  the  justification  of  those  who  voted  as  I  did, 
the  pnuication  of  all  the  documents  will  be  ad- 
vaniageous.  In  voting,  therelore,  against  pub- 
lishing this  Message,  I  shall  make  a  sacriQce  of 
my  feelings  to  the  public  interest.  For  this  vote 
the  good  of  ihe  nation  will  be  my  only  motive. 
But  when  a  negotiation  is  about  to  be  opened  for 
an  object  so  important  as  tbe  Floridas,  1  ssk  whe- 
ther it  is  not  right;  I  appeal  to  the  American 
people  wheiber  they  do  not  think  it  right  to  use 
every  necessary  means  for  insuring  it  success? 
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With  rt^jd  to  ihe  ttpproprialioD  ol  tw«  millions 
vith  a  Tiew  to  this  purchase,  I  ?oted  for  it  is  as  % 
set-off  to  the  TesoliitioD  reported  by  the  select 
CQiniDittee.  I  voted  foe  it  in  preference  to  ■ 
Etaodiag  ■foiy''  1  woald  rather  strengtheD  the 
arm  of  the  Executive  viih  money,  than  with  a 
staodipff  army  so  fatal  to  liberty.  And  I  betteve 
a  majority  of  the  Bepublicaos  in  this  natioD  will 
uphold  me  in  ibis  opiaion.  Everybody  knows 
the  importance  of  this  country.  Has  it  not  been 
^■id  on  ibis  Koor  that  thers  does  not  briong  to 
you  a  foot  of  ground  between  the  Uiuisiippi  and 
the  Perdido  1  I  recollect  when  this  country  was 
ceded  to  the  United  Stales  to  hers  had  a  conTer- 
Miion  on  the  subject  with  a  geDtleiaan  from  Vir- 
ginia, far  whose  opinion  I  have  a  hi^h  retpect, 
^Bd  ha  was  of  opinion  with  roe  tbat  it  was  very 
doubtful  whether  this  country  was  includetl,  in- 
deed we  raiher  thought  il  wu  not  in  the  treaty. 
Will  any  man  say  that  it  is  not  of  vast  impart- 
anoe  to  us  to  have  the  small  tetrilory  that  divides 
our  people,  and  by  a  fair  purchase  remove  all 
grounds  of  future  quarrelsl  if  it  has  entered  in- 
to the  minds  of  gentlemen  to  make  other  than  a 
fair  purobase  of  this  country  from  its  rightful 
owner,  this  isnotmyapiDian,norbave  I  any  rec- 
ollection that  any  sucb  motive  has  bean  avowed. 
A  particniar  docufBenl  has  been  referred  to,  the 
leoaipt  of  whieh  I  have  heard  one  or  two  gen- 
tleiaeo  say  might  have  altered  their  votes  on  the 
bill  passed  by  the  House.  But  I  was  astonished 
to  hear  such  a  declaration.  It  eoold  not  bavc 
altered  my  opinion ;  it  had  in  my  mind  no  bear- 
ing on  the  measure.  I  have  one  further  observa- 
tion to  make.  If  it  was  doubtful  wfiether  ibis 
country  belonged  to  us,  what  wonid  have  been 
the  effect  of  adding  ana  or  two  additional  regi- 
ments to  your  standing  army,  and  placing  them 
on  a  territory  you  aeltnowledga  you  do  not  be- 
lieve to  be  rigbifnlly  yoursi  I  would  rather 
put  down  a  regiment  of  the  pmeat  standing 
army  than  add  one  man  to  it    When  our  rights 


defend  ihem.  I  am  opposed  to  a  standing  army, 
«nd  ever  will  be  opposed  to  it.  For  these  rea- 
aons  I  was  in  favor  of  strengthening  the  arm  of 
the  Executive  by  an  appropriation,  instead  of 
sirengihentog  it  by  a  standtntr  army. 

Mr.  Clark  reoueeled  the  Speaker  to  examine 
the  secret  Journal,  and  aee  whether  this  Meuagv 
were  in  iL 

TUhe  Speaker  said  it  was,  and  might  therefore 
be  discussed  with  open  doors. 

Mr.  J.  Clat. — I  was  attosished  when  I  found 
this  Journal  without  the  Message.  Five  Messa- 
ges appear  to  have  been  received,  all  of  which 
appear  on  the  Journal,  excepting  this,  which  is 
tbe  only  Message  of  any  oonsequeDce.  I  i)>d  be- 
lieve, when  the  iniuBciion  of  seorecv  was  removed, 
it  Bpblied  to  all  the  papers  received  by  the  Hous& 
and  I  did  not  conceive  myself  bound  to  conceal 
one  tittle  of  what  oocurrea  while  we  had  locked 
doors.  I  should,  therefore,  wish  my  friend  from 
Tirginia  so  to  amend  bis  motion,  as  to  ioclade 
^U  Uifl  doduneWAi     1  couider  this  eaaeoiially 


ducidate  the  trantaclioas  of  ihii 
House.  It  seems  to  have  been  fashieoable  (m 
genitemeo  to  declare  what  were  their  mottvesfoc 
(be  several  voles  ibmj  have  given  during  tbotiat 
our  doors  were  shuL  Ihad  butooeiaotive,  wbieb, 
I  hope,  will  Qootiuue  to  govern  me  so  long  as  I 
have  a  seal  in  this  Hoose.  My  object  was,  to  he 
prepared  for  war  while  I  endeavored  to  maintaia 
peace,  i  voted  for  the  reaolotion  for  the  iuenase 
of  the  Army,  because  evervbody  kaowa,  who  ic 
acquainted  with  the  stale  oi  the  south  and  soitlli- 
western  frontiers,  that  the  militia  in  thai  qoanat 
are  not  able  10  defend  it.  Tbey  are,  indeed,  bat 
a  people  of  yesterday— aliens  to  yoor  habiti  and 
language — and,  indeed,  aliens  in  every  sease  of 
the  word.  We  had  seen  that  frontier  iavaded  by 
Spain.  I  was  not  willing,  therefore,  to  wiihhiM 
from  the  Executive  the  means  of  chastiaiBg  this 
agffresaion — I  Iberefore  voted  for  the  resolotjoa. 
I  ^so  voted  for  tlte  appropriation  of  monov,  b*- 
cause  I  was  willing  to  ^tow  Spain,  that  while  wt 
were  prepared  to  chastise  her  aggressions,  vrewere 
also  willing,  by  amicable  M^iatioo,  to  adjtxt 
our  differencea.    I  therefore  voted  for  an  af^ra- 

Eriaiion  lo  purchaso  a  country  whieh  1  deemed 
igblf  valuable  to  us.  Whether  tha  mony  ap- 
propriated was  to  go  to  Fnoea,  or  Spain,  did  not 
influence  iIm  vote  I  gave.  I  did  not  know  tha, 
that  any  eircomatanoea  were  ooneealed  from  the 
Hotise  ealealaied  to  ihtow  light  ttpon  the  aab 
ject,  and  of  the  contents  af  the  Manage  of  Dm 
17th  of  January,  I  was  totally  ifnorani — as  ti  was 
handed  in  the  day  i  went  to  Pfailaddidiia,  and 
waaimmediately  afterwards  returned  tothePrear- 
dent.  1  could  have  wished,  chat  betwe«a  the  Mth 
of  December  and  the  ITth  of  January,  ibera  had 
been  foimd  lime  to  make  ae  official  copy  of  it, 
since  we  have  heard  that  it  would  hare  a  eouid- 
erable  beaiing  on  the  votes  of  the  mnnbers  (^  this 
House;  and  I  should  conceive  that  it  wonId  be 
very  important  as  forninv  an  item  in  the  tranv- 
actions  of  the  sesston.    When  we  came  bete,  ihe 

tublic  expectation  was  bighljp  mcited.  We  bad 
ecn  injured  and  insulted  by  Spain  eo  land,  and 
by  England  at  sea.  The  nation  requited  the  adop- 
tion of  Bteasnres  to  procure  radres!^  and  to  pi«T«u 
sioiilar  aggressions  in  fniure.  What  hare  b*^ 
the  conwqaences  t  We  have  passed  i 
propriating  two  millioaa  to  purchase  tht 
and  to  chastise  Spain,  and  w«  bare  pawed  aa  act 
prohibiting  the  importaiion  of  oertain  goods  Am* 
Great  finiaiu,  as  a  peaee-ofiering  to  her.  it  is 
not,  in  my  opinion,  necessary  that  ail  the  doea- 
ments  should  be  published,  to  give  the  paopl*  an 
opportunity  of  judging  whaiber  their  Reprcaaot^ 
tives  have  been  faithful  to  their  Iiuit.  There  an 
parts  of  those  docnmenis,  whioh  E  nppoae,  wiU 
never  be  published,  which  had  a  eonsiaerahle  in- 
flocnce  on  my  mind  on  the  votes  wbich  I  gan. 
I  allude  (o  ihe  threat  of  hostility  by  Franeat 

Mr.  SpBAKBB  bare  called  lo  order. 

Mr.  C[.AV  concluded  by  observing  that,  ai  Aaj 
had  published  five  Meaaages  which  had  caMaiDod 
nothing,  he  hoped  they  would  pnUisii  ibo  one 
that  contained  somelhiog. 

Mr.  Dawook  aipieased  himaeir  in  brae  «rf  giv^ 
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iof  publicitr  to  the  Message,  wbtob,  he  believed, 
could  do  Qo  ponible  iDJnrv-  80  far  ■■  il  went, 
he  thoaght  it  favored  boin  the  resolmioDs — aa 
well  ibat  for  raising  >n  army,  as  ihat  for  coQducl- 
iafra  oegotiatioD  bj  theappropriatioa  of  moaeT. 

The  reading  of  the  Meiaage  being  called  iot, 
Mr.  Spc&kes  said  be  ihooghi  it  was  in  order  to 
read  it,  as  it  was  inserted  oa  the  private  journal. 

Mr.  Blaokledoe  appealed  rrom  the  decision  of 
the  Chair. 

Mr  Aliton  observed  that  bis  ooUeagoe  woald 
belter  get  at  his  objeot  by  laliJDr  a  qoestion  00 
the  reading  of  the  Message;  and-Mf.  BL&oKLEDfiB 
so  modified  hii  notion. 

Mr.  Smilib  said  a  regard  to  eonsiGtenoy  would 

G event  him  from  voting  to  give  publicity  to  the 
e»Mge.  He  could  not  vote  for  it,  becaate  be 
did  not  wish  to  take  on  fainuelf  chat  reEponsibility 
which  might  flow  from  the  publicity,  defeating 
the  nwoiiatloD.  It  rested  wim  those  who  voted 
for  taRiDg  off  the  injupction  of  secrecy,  to  take 
that  responsibility  on  themselves.  Al  the  same 
time,  however,  that  be  must  vote  against  il,  he 
hoped  a  majority  would  be  found  in  its  favor,  be- 
puUish 


r  it  would   be 


SI 
I 

a  proper  point  of  light.  So  far  was  the  Mnsw^e 
of  the  17ih  of  January,  which  had  been  allnded 
to,  from  having  any  inflneoce  in  changing  his 
vole,  that  it  tended  strongly  to  confirm  him  in  the 
propriety  of  it. 

On  the  Speakbh  reminding  Mr.  Smilie  of  the 
question  before  the  House,  he  declined  Mying  any- 
ibiog;  further  than  reqneetiog  the  yeas  and  Dtys 
to  be  taken. 

Mr.  Elmer  said  if  he  underatood  the  decinion 
of  the  Speaker,  the  motion  of  the  genileman  froiQ 
Virginia  was  alu^ether  naeleaa.  He  bad  under- 
stood, from  a  former  decision,  that  the  Journal 
did  not  include  the  Message;  but  oihergenile- 
meu  appeared  to  have  considered  it  in  another 
way.  He  was  perfectly  willing  that  it  should  be 
puuished,  and  he  did  not  think  any  ill  could  arise 
from  it.  For  rnsoni  already  assigned  by  other 
gentlemen  he  had  been  against  labi^oS'  the  in- 
junction of  secrecy  at  this  time.  He  should, 
(bcrefore,  vote  against  every  qaestioa  of  [his  kind. 

Mr.  Jackson. — b  il  irot  the  right,  Mr.  Speaker, 
of  >ny  member  to  demand  aa  official  copy  of  ^e 
McBMc?  You  have  decided  it  lo  be  a  pan  of 
the  public  journal,  ordered  lo  be  primed,  and  an 
appeal  has  been  made  from  that  decision ;  bow  can 
il  men  With  propriety  be  >«id:  ir  shdl  not  \k  read, 
beeauM  the  reading  of  it  will  give  it  publicity? 
Aa  a»  much  has  been  said  of  the  imporlint  bear- 
ing of  documeotfi  sent  to  us,  and  we  have  pub- 
ItAed  ovg  proceediu|a,  it  is  my  wish  to  see  them 
all  exposed  10  public  scrutiny.  I  am  aut  now 
prepared  to  make  a  motion  which  I  shall  offer 
at  a  proper  time,  unless  anticipated  by  some  other 
gentleman,  that  the  President  be  requested  to  lay 
before  the  Houtre  all  the  papers'  heretofore  eom- 
mwoicated  by  hiiB,  with  a  view  of  giving  them 

Illicit y.  I  wish  on  all  oeeaiioos  to  give  pub- 
ictiy  to  my  conduct  as  well  in  conclave  aa  when 
ttHMdaofs-aM  ojiea,  ud  Iwill  lakethia  oootaion 


10  repel  an  insinuation  made  the  other  day  in  the 
debate  on  the  Vazoo  question,  bv  a  gentleman 
from  Virginia,  (Mr.  J.  R*BDOtPB,J  which  I  have 


heard  was  applied  to  me:  That  1  left  my  ssat 
for  fear  of  voting  on  il,  and  removed  to  a  drffer- 
eoi  part  of  the  House.  Sir,  I  will  candidly  coO' 
fess,  that  although  the  jrear  before  the  last,  I  had 
declared  I  considered  it  for  (he  interest  of  this 
country,  that  those  claims  should  be  compromised, 
and  voted  for  the  compromise  of  (hem ;  yet  last 
year,  when  I  found  ^ntlemeo  in  whom  I  had  great 
confidence  of  opinion  that  aUch  a  measure  would 
tend  to  sanciion  a  scene  of  nefarious  swindling, 
I  was  induced  10  determine  then,  and  so  expressed 
myself,  (bat  I  Would  not  vote  again  upon  (he 
question,  and  I  was  more  iadioed  ro  pursue  ihJa 
course  from  a  supposition  that  my  knowledge  of 
the  vital  injury  w&ieh  my  dislric(  had  sustained 
by  the  existence  of  a  riiim,  called  the  Indians 
purahasE,  which  hovers  over  their  heads,  and  in 
consequence  of  i(s  recent  resuscilatian,  lands  had 
been  sold  al  one-fourth  of  their  value,  atid  which 
claim  is  certainly  more  exceptionable  than  that  of 
the  persons  who  purchased  from  the  Yazoo  men, 
mi^Bt  produce  a  bias  in  liivor  of  compromisft 
which  was  improper,  end  I  was  witling  to  think 
that  my  opinion  was  incorrect.  Bn(  at  the  saitie 
session  when  the  gendeman-from  Virginia  charg- 
ed alt  who  had  voted  for  the  compromise  with 
corruption,  and  threatened  (hem  with  the  ven- 
geance of  the  people,  and  when  it  was  declared 
that  no  member  from  Virginia,  who  had  the 
temerity  to  vote  for  it,  should  be  re-elected,  I 
was  driven  from  the  neutral  gronnd  I  had  taken, 
and  thus  borne  down  by  the  impetuous  intemper- 
ance of  the  eeotleman,  I  thought  it  became  me 
not  to  shrink  from  the  vote  Ihad  giv^o.  The 
reasons  on  which  I  acted  were  made  public.  I 
brought  the  question  fairly  before  my  constituents, 
and  they  re-elected  me  by  a  greater  majority  than 
formerly.  I  could  not,  therefore,  decline  to  vote 
for  a  measnre  which  tiiey  and  m^  iudgmeni  ap- 

Cved,  and  which  I  believe  the  faitn  of  Coop;ress 
I  been  pledged  to  sanction.  As  an  individual 
I  cared  not  what  was  the  fate  of  (he  bill  from  tho 
Senate.  As  i  judge  10  whom  the  claims  of  out 
citizens  was  presented,  I  wished  that  it  should  be 
exemio  et  bono. 

The  gentlemaa  from  Virginia  knows  I  refused 
by  my  vote  to  give  leave  to  the  gentleman  frotii' 
Maryland  lobe  excuriedfromTotins,  as  I  not  only 
stood  up  when  s  division  was  called  for,  but  made' 
the  remark  which  he  repeated,  that  he  was  nor 
compiled  to  vote,  but  might  retire.  After  giv- 
ing this  vote  1  went  across  the  House  to  ask  a 
friend  from  North  Carolina  to  spend  a  social 
evening  with  me.  He  is  now  in  his  seat,  and  t 
appeal  ro  him  that  I  did  not  even  mentlou  (be 
subject  before  the  House.  When  the  same  ques- 
tion occurred  I  voted  by  him,  as  I  had  before 
voted;  I  knew  of  nothing  that  could  drive  me 
from  my  purpose,  or  from  my  seat.  I  will  nol  at* 
tempt  to  scan  the  feelings  which  predominate  in 
the  mind  so  illiberal  as(o  attribute  unworthy  mo* 
lives  to,  and  niaoifesi  a  jealousy  of  everv  man 
that  differs  from  it;  it  is  a  topic  iiniiAil  of  coiO' 


jgic 


mSTORT  OP  C0NGILE3S. 


056 


H.orR. 


AF■l^  IBOG. 


meDUrf,  it  involres  coDtideritioos  whicb  I  will 
not  delineate;  for  1117  pari  1  eaDooI  envy  ihoae 
fecliag*.  ItbaokOodsucii  isDolmyDature.  Ii  U 
always  uopleasaat  to  me  10  engage  ia  conirover- 
BJea  which  have  a  tendency  to  excite  the  malig- 
DtDl  passioDB,  1  wish  to  avoid  them  as  much  as 
any  man  living,  as  (ar  as  is  consialent  with  my 
honor  and  repuiation.  but  I  never  will  ahrinkfrom 
a  contest,  political  or  personal,  in  this  House  or 
out  of  ic,  at  the  sacrifice  of  either. 

Mr.  Blacklbdqb  said  he  was  esiooisbed  at  the 
course  which  this  debate  had  taken.  The  ques- 
tion is  this,  shall  a  paper,  heretofore  secret,  be 
made  public?  And  the  Chair  has  decided  tba I 
this  very  paper  is  already  public.  Let  the  question 
then  be  decided  which  way  it  may,  the  paper  goes 
to  the  public.  My  object  is  to  gat  a  rote  which 
shall  decide  whether  this  question  shall  be  debated 
with  closed  doors  or  in  public. 

Mr.  Speakeb  said  it  nas  in  order  10  appeal 
from  his  decision. 

Mr.  B1.ACKLEDGE  then  said  be  would  appeal  from 
that  decision. 

After  some  further  conversation,  Mr.  Black- 
ledge  withdrew  his  motion,  which  was  renewed 
by  Mr.  J.  Cl*t. 

The  Speaker  then  said,  the  reading  of  the 
Message  of  the  Preiideni  of  ihe  6th  of  December 
is  called  for;  the  Speaker  has  decided  that  that 
docomeni  is  a  part  of  the  Journal  ordered  to  be 
published,  and  may  be  read.  .  From  tbis  decision 
an  appeal  is  made  to  the  House,  on  which  appeal 
there  can  be  no  debate. 

When,  without  uking  a  question,  twc 
aive  motions  were  made  10  adjourn,  the  last  of 
'  which  preraikd. 


Monday,  April  7. 

Mr.  Obeoo,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Public 
Lands,  lo  whom  were  referred,  on  the  fifth  insiant, 
the  ameodments  proposed  by  the  Senate  to  the 
bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  continue  in  force  an  act, 
entitled  'An  act  to  authorize  the  Secretary  of  War 
to  issue  land  warrants,  and  for  other  purposes," 
reported  to  the  House  their  agreement  to  the  same 
Without  amendment. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ments proposed  by  the  Senate  to  the  said  bill : 
Whereupon, 


whole  House  to-morrow. 

The  Sfbaeeb  inforaied  the  House  that  the  bill 
to  cotnpensaie  the  witnesses  who  attended  the 
trial  of  Samuel  Chase  was  for  a  third  reading, 
which, 

Mr.  Leib  rose,  and  said  that  he  had  a  motion 
to  make  on  the  subject.  It  was  that  the  bill 
ahould  be  re-commiiied  to  a  Committee  of  the 
whole  House.  By  the  provisions  of  the  bill  com- 
pensation was  lo  be  made  to  the  whole  of  the  wit- 
nesses who  attended  the  trial,  on  behalf  of  the 
accused  as  well  as  of  the  prosecution,  and  to  this 
be  never  could  or  would  consent.  It  was  the  es- 
tablish men  t  of  a  priociple,  which  did  not  obtain 


of  the  United  States,  nor  he  believed 
in  the  courts  of  the  respective  Slates,  and  in  Ihe 
ease  of  a  grealculpriL  He  had  been  pronounced 
guiliy  by  a  great  majority  of  the  Mouse,  and  a 
majority  of  ihe  Senate  had  concurred  in  the  de- 
-■ — \,  and  to  make  this  provision  for  the  pay- 
of  his  witnesses,  indicated  a  consciousnen 
that  the  decision  had  been  unjusL  To  this  be 
willing  10  subscribe.    He  wa>  not  di*- 

Sosed  to  libel  tbe  House  by  any  act  of  thia  son; 
X  it  was  a  libel  oa  themselves  for  the  memben 
who  accused,  to  manifest  Iheir  consctouraest  of 
havinc  acted  unjustly  by  a  provision  to  reward 
Ihe  culprit  by  lu  payment  of  his  witnessea.  If 
it  is  just  thus  to  provide  in  the  case  of  Chase,  we 
ou^hi  to  travel  back,  and  commence  the  bnaiaeB 
of  justice  in  cases  of  ionoceoce.  It  cannot  befor- 
gottcQ,  that  an  insurrection  was  said  to  bare  ex- 
isted in  Ihe  ^eat  1794,  in  tbe  western  counties  of 
Pennsylvania,  and  that  for  certain  purpows  this 
insurrection  was  produce^.  Victims  were  then 
reqaired  by  certain  members  of  tbe  Government, 
and  amonc  them  was  a  member  of  this  Hooce 
(General  Hamilton.)  He  was  draped  rioni  hb 
home  to  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  incarcerated. and 
a  bill  against  him  sent  to  the  grand  jur^.  It  was 
relurned  ignoramus,  and  notwiibsiaoding  the  in- 
Docenee  of  this  gentleman  was  thus  established, 
he  was  put  to  an  expense  of  between  five  and  six 
hundred  dollars,  not  a  cent  of  which  was  ever 
refunded  10  him  I  Are  we  then  disposed  to  pro- 
vide for  an  acquitted  felon,  to  remunerate  him,  to 
^ive  him  a  premium  for  his  iniquities,  and  to  lean 
innocencennnoticed?  HetrustednoL  He  hoped 
the  House  would  not  dishonor  itself  by  loeb  an 
act,  and  be,  therefore,  hoped  a  recommitment  of 
the  bill  woiild  take  place. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to,  and  the  bill  re- 
committed. 

SPANISH  AFFAIRS. 

The  House  resumed  the  contideratioa  of  the 
question  depending  at  the  time  of  their  adjoarn- 
ment,  on  Saturday  last,  on  an  appeal  from  the  de- 
cision of  the  Chair  respecling  a  point  of  order  as 
therein  slated. 

Mr.  Blackledoe  moved  that  tbe  oallerieii  should 
be  cleared.  The  House  continued  in  secret  ait- 
tins  for  a  short  time,  when  the  doors  were  opened 
and  the  queation  taken  by  yeas  and  nays  on  the 
point  of  order,  whether  the  decision  of  the  Speaker 

"That  the  Mid  Mcaaage  beinf  -™''»"»*^  in  the 
jonmal  of  the  secret  proceedings  oMe  Howe,  and  the 
nine  had  been  read  in  the  Hotue,  it  was  now  in  otdar 
to  all  br  the  reading  of  the  said  Mesaaga." 

It  was  decided  in  the  negative — yeas  43,  iwfs 


59,  a*  foUov 


BIj,  John  W.  Eppes,  John  Fowler,  Jaa 
Oamett,  Cbatlea  Ooldsboroogh,  Edwin  Gn;,  Setlt 
Heitinga,  David  Hotmes,  David  Hough,  Jamaa  KcHj, 
Tbomai  Kenan,  Jonathan  O.  Moady,  Jereauah  Helaon. 
Timothj  Pitkin,  jiuw  Jeaiah  QniiKT^  Jokn  Ban<>«l|*, 
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John  CottoD  Bmith,  SuddgI  Smith, 
Thomu  Spalding,  Richtril  SunTori,  WiUism  Sted- 
man,  Lewis  B.  Sturgea,  Benjunin  Tkllmodge,  Pbilip 
R  Thompaon,  TboniM  W.  Thomptoa,  Abram  Trigg, 
Philip  Van  Coitluidt,  KilUaD  K.  Vbq  Renuelaei,  Pe- 
1»  Widinorth,  DtTid  R.  WilUaiDB,  and  Alezaader 
WitaoD. 

Nivs— Willia  Alrton,  jnn.,  buc  ADdaraon,  DaTid 
Bard,  William  BlackledgB,  John  Blake,  jun.,  Thomu 
Blount,  Robert  Brown,  William  Bntler.  John  Chand- 
ler, Matthew  Clay,  John  Clopton,  Frederick  Conrad, 
Jacob  Cronmnahjeld.  Richard  Cntts,  Bira  Darbj, 
Bliaa  Earte,  Caleb  Eltia,  Ebeneier  Elmer,  William 
Findley,  Jamea  Fiak,  Peteraon  Goodwjn,  Andrew 
Oregg,  laaiah  L.  Green,  Silaa  Ualaey,  John  Hamilton, 
Waller  Jonea,  John  I>ainbeTt,  Hiduel  Leib,  Dnitean 
McFarland,  Robert  Marion,  Jodah  Maaten,  William 
MiCreerj,  Nicbolai  R.  Moore,  Jeremiah  Morrow,  John 
Marrow,  Qurdon  S.  Mnmfbrd,  Roger  Nelaon,  Oidaon 
Olin,  John  Pugh,  John  Rhsa  of  Tenneaaee,  Jacob 
Richarda,  John  Ruaael,  Peter  Sailly,  Thamaa  Sandford, 
Ebeneier  Seaier,  Jamea  Sloan,  John  Smilie,  Henry 
Southard,  JoMph  Stanton,  DaTid  Thomas,  Uri  Tracy, 
Jo»ph  B.  Vamnm,  John  Whilehill.  Robert  White- 
hill,  Eliphalet  Wickea,  Marmaduke  WUIiama,  Nathan 
Williama,  Richard  Winn,  and  Joaeph  Winston. 

The  queaiioD  then  recurred  on  the  motion  made 
bf  Mr.  J.  Randolph  on  Saturday,  as  rollowi: 

"That  the  printed  anpplemental  journal  of  aacrct 
piDceedinga  be  amended,  by  inaerting  alter  the  word 
"  read"  in  the  third  line  of  the  firat  page,  the  Meaaage  of 
the  Preaidenl  of  the  United  Slateaof  the  6th  of  December 
laat,  and  that  a  new  edition  of  the  aaid  journal,  thua 
amended,  be  printed  for  the  me  of  the  membeia." 

Mr.  Dana  laiil  be  was  happy  they  were  enabled 
to  take  B  direct  Tote  on  the  publication  of  the  Mea- 
aage. On  the  Toie  just  taken  he  had  felt  himself 
bound  to  consult  the  opinions  of  genilemea  who 
thought  when  the  injunction  of  secrecy  was  taken 
ufi)  it  did  DOI  apply  to  the  publication  of  the  Mes- 
sage. The  queaiioD  now  presents  itself  directly 
for  eoniideration,  whether  it  would  be  most  ex- 

Kdient  to  publish  it.  It  appears  to  me,  said  Mr. 
iNA,  tbal  there  will  be  no  breach  of  confidence 
in  publishing  it.  If  in  private  life  one  man  makes 
a  communicatioD  to  another,  and  the  person  who 
leceitea  it  lays  be  will  not  pledge  himself  to  keep 
i(  secret,  there  is  no  obli^tion  on  him  not  to  di- 
vulge it,  and  should  he  divulge  it  there  will  be  nq 
queslion  about  the  violation  of  confidence.  Under 
what  form  then,  was  the  communication  of  the 
President  made  to  this  Housel  Is  there  anything 
in  the  Constitution  relative  to  the  President's  com- 
municating anythioetoeitherHousein  confidence, 
and  absolutely  prohibiiing  either  House  from  dis- 
closing ii  1  it  there  ia  no  such  thing  in  the  Con- 
atilution  the  disclosure  must  be  left  to  our  discre- 
tion, of  the  propriety  of  which  we  must  be  the 
judges.  In  the  firat  place,  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States  provitles  for  such  commuoicaiions 
to  Congress  as  the  President  may  see  Gt  to  makt^ 
it  also  declares  that  each  House  shall  be  governed 
by  such  ruleaaa  they  shall  make.  Now  when  this 
Message  was  received,  the  rules  of  the  last  House 
Were  adopted,  and  are  £Ucb  as  are  now  in  foice. 
What  is  the  rule  applicable  (o  the  ptesenl  poimf 


"  Whenever  confidential  a 
ed  from  the  President  of  the  United  States,  the  Hotiso 
ahall  be  cleared  of  all  persons  except  the  members  and 
the  Clerk,  and  so  continue  during  the  reading  of  th« 
communications,  and  (unless  otherwise  directed  by  the 
Hoaae)  during  all  debates  and  proceedings  to  be  had 
thereon.  And  when  the  Speaker,  or  any  other  member, 
shall  inform  the  House,  that  be  has  communications  to 
make,  which  be  conceives  ought  to  be  kept  secret,  the 
House  shall,  in  like  manner,  be  cleared  till  the  com- 
munications be  made  ;  tlie  Rouee  shall  then  determine 
whether  the  matter  communicated  requirea  aecrecy  or 
not,  and  take  order  accordingly." 

The  President  can  make  no  communications  to 
us  except  under  this  rule.  It  was  under  this  rule 
that  this  Message  was  eommnnicated.  What  is 
the  inference  7  The  rule  was  peremptory,  so  far 
as  it  required  the  communication  of  the  President 
to  be  read  with  closed  doors;  but  after  having  been 
so  received,  it  is  strictly  within  the  power  of  the 
House  to  decide  whether  it  shall  continue  private, 
or  be  published.  The  President  must  have  com- 
municated the  Message nndertbisiropression.  No 
obligation  of  confidence  can  be  infringed  by  pub- 
lishing it.    Believing,  therefore,  that  the  public- 


0  will  b 


violal 


)nfideE 


ind  belie 


ing  that  it  will  be  for  the  public  good,  I  shall  vote 

Mr.  Sloan.— I  shall  as  decidedly  as  the  gentle- 
man from  Connecticut  vote  against  the  publica- 
tion of  the  Message ;  and  on  a  principle  which  it 
behooves  me  never  to  abandon  so  long  as  I  hold  a 
seat  on  this  floor.  If  lunderstood  anything  of  the 
matter,  it  wat  communicated  to  the  House  by  the 
President  in  confidence  that  it  would  not  be  pub- 

first  made  it  bostlll  continue.  If  we  are  not  Con- 
stitutionally bound  to  keep  the  communications 
made  by  the  President  secret,  I  do  conceive  we 
■re  under  an  obligation  of  respect  to  the  other 
branches  of  the  Government,  not  to  betray  the  con- 
fidence reposed  in  us ;  and  should  this  communi- 
cation be  published  the  other  branches  of  the  Gov- 
ernment ought  first  to  sanction  it.  Buch  a  course 
would,  in  my  opinion,  have  ■  direct  tendency  to 
destroy  our  eonfldence  in  the  President,  and  our 
diplomatic  character  abroad. 

Mr.  J.  Randolph.— Before  the  question  ia  taken 
I  bate  a  few  observations  to  offer  in  addition  to 
those  which  I  submitted  the  other  day  on  the  sub- 
ject of  (he  secret  proceedings,  to  show  that  the 
Message  of  the  P resid en L|  ought  to  be  published, 
not  only  in  justification  of  the  report  of  the  select 
committee  which  has  been  published, hut  in  justice 
to  the  Government  itself.  An  attempt  has  been 
made  in  the  public  printc,  and  on  this  floor,  to  give 
a  color  to  the  proceedings  of  the  House,  when  in 
conciare,  totally  inconsistent  with,  and  in  oppo- 
sition to  truth.  It  has  been  intimated  tbal  the 
minority  were  in  favor  of  war;  or  by  intimating 
that  the  majority  were  in  favor  of  specific  mea- 
sures, the  inference  has  been  drawn  that  the  mi- 
nority were  in  favor  of  war.  The  fact  is  this — 
and  as  the  MesMge  uf  the  President  has  been  read 
asapatt  of  the  journal  oideted  to  bepublishedfU 
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th«  Speaker  and  Qlcrk  bare  attested,  I  will  under- 
take to  state  what  it  coniaiDs.  unless  prevented  by 
the  Chair. 

■  The  SpBAXeH  interrupted  Mr.  R.  by  observing 
that  such  a  Bt&lemeDl  would  not  be  in  order. 

Mr.  Randolph. — I  will  confioe  myself  to  stating 
tiiat  the  diTisiOD  of  Bentiment  in  the  House,  was 
wbeiber  we  should  have  a  territorial  accominoda- 
tloo  of  our  difierences  with  Spain,  whether  we 
should  have  an  accommodation  which  did  not 
merely  suit  Spain  aod  us,  or  a  iDOoeyed  accom- 
modation which  neither  suited  us  or  Spain,  but 
France.  A  recurrence  lo  ibe  journals  will  show 
this  to  have  been  the  principal  difference  that  sub- 
sisted witbin  the  walls  of  this  House.  There  was 
no  party  of  men  in  this  House,  or  elsewhere,  in 
favorof  war— fori  beg  leave  lo  iail  gentlemen  on 
the  committee  to  witness  tbnl  the  opinioQ  of  the 
majority  of  the  select  coramiliee  was,  that  we 
should  neither  give  money  nor  make  war;  but  that 
we  should  defend  the  limits  of  the  old  United 
Stales  and  the  territories  acquired  from  Spain. 
What  were  the  facts?  Our  army  was  dispersed 
in  cantonments,  Qod  knows  where.  The  country 
to  be  protected  was  far  removed  from  any  consid- 
erable surrounding  population — a  couuiry  which, 
from  the  circumstances  in  which  it  is  placed,  must 
be  kept  aod  held  by  military  force.  When  tbe 
militia  of  the  United  States  from  the  most  conti- 
guous Slates  to  New  Orleans  were  deputed  to  take 
possession  of  the  country,  events  proved  that  it 
could  not  be  defended  by  militia  unless  indeed  by 
the  militia  of  the  Chickasaws.  tbe  Creeks,  and 
Dioniycutofffrom  the  populi 
'  "■  '  ■  1  is  protruded  i 
lUrrounded  by 
tensive  marshes,  which  do  not  admit  of  its  being 
defended  lo  the  same  manner  as  tbe  other  parts 
of  the  United  Slates.  So  much  with  regard  lo  a 
standing  army.  Tbe  committee  applied  to  the 
head  of  the  proper  department  to  know  what  force 
would  be  required  to  defend  tbe  frontiers.  Our 
report  has  been  published.  Why  have  not  the 
letter  addressed  to  the  Secretary  of  War  and  bis 
report  been  likewise  published  7  If  tbe  Executive 
of  tbe  United  Stales  will  take  upon  itself  the  re- 
sponsibility of  defending  the  country  with  a  siagle 
granadier,  be  it  so.  But  it  was  said  there  was  not 
sufficient  force  to  defend  the  counrry ;  and  itre  we 
not  now  attempting  by  a  landed  bounty  to  generate 
this  fortfe  1  These  circumstances  prove  our  views 
in  oommittee,  sod  I  do  not  hesitate  to  say  that  all 
the  force  we  have  should  have  been  placed  in  the 
vicinity  of  New  Orleans — that  was  the  weak  point 
which  ought  to  have  been  guarded. 

There  is  another  view  of  thesubjeet  Against 
Spain,  with  whom  we  had  tried  the  fair  experi- 
ment of  negotiation,  and  which  had  totally  failed, 
we  took  no  manly  attitude;  while  we  reserved  all 
onr  energy  for  Great  Britain,  and  determined  to 
coerce  her  by  prohibiting  the  importation  of  her 
millinery.  Yes,  against  Spain,  when  our  negotia- 
tions bad  totally  failed,  and  under  circumstances 
of  disgrace  to  tbe  United  States,  we  took  no  man- 
ly gronnd,  but  begged  her  to  lake  money  ;  while 
wiUi  Qreat  Britain,  with  whom  negoiiatioD  had 


not  failed,  white  i  negotiation  Was  depending, 
we  declared  ourselves  in  favor  of  taking  a  deci- 
sive and  hostile  attitude.  Here  is  the  real  differ- 
ence of  opinion.  In  the  one  case  we  had  a  pend- 
ing negociati  on.  In  the  other  it  had  been  tried 
and  failed.  But  that  is  not  all.  Because  we 
bought  Louisiana  from  Prance,  it  was  contended 
that  we  should  be  following  tbe  old  precedent  by 
buying  the  Floridaa  of  Spain.  But  in  answer  it 
was  observed  that  in  the  first  case  we  made  an 
offer  to  purchase,  asa  prelude  to  negotiation ; and 
it  was  declared  thst  the  misconduct  of  ifae  Span- 
ish agents  was  nriauihorized.  Bat  here  the  case 
was  completely  reversed.  There  was  no  donfat 
of  the  misconduct  of  tbe  Snanish  ^nts  being  an- 
tborised.  and  negotiation  nad  been  tried  and  bad 
failed.  There  was  another  difference.  In  one 
case  we  made  a  fair  and  honorable  purchase  from 
France  who  owned  the  property ;  but  in  this  case, 
we  observed  that  we  were  about  to  make  a  dis- 
honorable purchase  of  a  highwayman  of  property 
taken  from  itsrigbiful  Owner,  or  to  obtain  his  ser- 
vices to  bully  it  from  its  rightful  owner  ;  and  it 
was  knowD,  the  declaralion.had  been  repeatedly 
made,  that  a  high  officer  of  theQovcromeoiof  the 
United  Slates,  Ibe  head  of  the  Department  of  State, 
avowed  tbal  tbe  money  was  for  France.  Where 
has  the  Hornet  sailed  1  To  Corunrta  or  to  CadizT 
No.  to  Nantz.  the  high  road  to  Paris.  It  was  not 
because  there  was  a  party  in  the  House  indisposed 
to  the  honest  acquisition  of  the  Floridas,  but  be- 
cause there  was  a  party  indisposed  to  acquire  them 
at  the  expense  of  the  national  treasure  and  honor, 
that  opposition  originated  to  the  measures  you 
have  taken.  No,  sir,  we  were  not  for  war,  we 
were  for  peace — for  acting  on  true  policy,  on  the 
principle  of  taking  firmer  ground  than  has  been 
taken — that  ground  which  we  thought  was  called 
for ;  and  not  for  endeavoriog  to  curry  favor  with 
one  of  the  European  Powers  by  throwing  our 
weight  in  her  scale,  and  thus  producing  a  canse 
of  quarrel  with  another  nation  dhring  a  pending 
negotiation.  This  ia  tbe  fact.  We  told  gentle- 
men, that,  after  France  had  said,  if  you  give  Spain 
one  nlow  I  wilt  give  yon  ten  or  two,  I  do  not  re- 
collect which, — after  she  had  told  yon  that  your 
claims  against  Spain  must  be  abandoned, — alter 
she  had  m  the  most  insulting  and  degrading  man- 
ner interfered  in  your  differences  with  Spain, — 
that,  uDder  these  circumstances  to  put  money  into 
the  hands  of  France  was  not  only  a  violation  of 
your  neutrality  t^iih  Qteit  Britain ;  but  that  the 
ground  subsequeiitly  taken  towards  Qreat  Britain 
wasa  most  dastardly  accommodaiiuD  to  the  wishes 
of  France,  in  drder.  by  puttitlz  on  a  hostile  atti- 
tude to  Qreat  Britain,  to  curry  favor  witb  ibeBm- 
peror  of  France  ;  and  Which  was  not  demanded 
by  the  situation  of  our  affairs  witb  Qreat  Britain. 
What  is  our  true  policy?  To  uke  pan  with 
neither  of  those  nations — to  let  neither  of  them 
Goger  one  dollar  of  our  money — lo  resist  the  unjust 
pretensions  of  all.  This  policy  we  have  abandoned, 
and  what  is  the  consequence?  The  national 
honor  has  received  a  stain  which  all  the  waters  of 
the  Potomac  cannoj  wash  out.  It  is  on  the  page 
of  history,  and  cannot  now  be  taken  oC    The  na- 
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tlon  is  sf^matizfd — it  haa  received  a  btat,  which 
all  yoDT  India  rabber  cannol  efface. 

Bm  it  has  been  represented  ihat  1  took  pari  WJlIi 
the  Spanish  against  the  American  Governmeni  in 
rdatioD  to  the  disputed  territory  between  the  Per- 
dldo  and  the  Mississippi.  I  took  pari  so  far  as  this: 
1  did  not  wish  to  see  (he  Amencao  honor  sacri- 
ficed JD  a  conlesi  with  Spain.  I  took  part  so  f^r 
as  to  be  called  a  Spanish  partisan  by  sontegeDtle- 
men^  while  others  charged  me  with  being  willioii 
to  kindle  a  war  with  Spain.  I  stated  that  we  had 
never  received  copies  of  the  instructions  of  tlie 
Minister  delegated  to  Desotiate  with  the  Spanish 
aovernroeDl ;  and  that,  if  we  shonld  call  for  the 
documents,  we  should  find  that  ihe  business, from 
the  first  to  the  last,  had  been  maaa^d  in  the  most 
itnbecile  mauoer.  I  do  not  speak  of  the  negotia- 
tor— God  forbid  ! — but  of  those  who  drew  the  in- 
structions of  the  man  who  negotiated.  Webooght 
Louisiana  from  France,  under  the  terms  of  the 
Treaty  of  St.  Itdefonso.  According  to  the  Exec- 
utive understaudingj  that  country  extended  to  the 
Ferdido  and  the  Rio  Bravo.  We  immediately 
legislated  do  our  first  claim,  and  passed  a  law  erect- 
ing the  bay  and  shores  of  the  Mobile  into  a  reve- 
nue district.  ^  What  was  the  fact  t  That  we  were 
legislating  without  information.  We  had  never 
beeD  told  that  Laussat  had  been  directed  to  receive 
the  country  only  to  the  Iberville  and  the  Lakes. 
We  consequently  legislated  in  error,  for  want  of 
correct  Executive  information.  This  was  the  be- 
giDDiag.  We  then  sent  Commissioners  to  Mad- 
rid. These  Comroiss loners  had  varioas  caoses  of 
cotDplaiot  a^tnsi  Spain.  Ode  was  for  the  injury 
we  had  sustained  jVom  the  suspension  of  the  ri^ht 
of  deposit  at  New  Orleans,  which  has  not  to  this 
(lay  been  satisfied  ;atioiher  was  for  spoliations  com- 
mitted on  our  commerce  in  the  West  Indies ;  an- 
other for  spoliations  committed  by  France ;  and 
aDOlher  retaiive  to  boundaries.  We  claimed  lo 
the  Rio  Bravo  but  our  Commissioners  declared 
themselves  ready  to  agree,  in  case  Spain  ceded  the 
dispuibd  conniry  to  the  east,  that  the  Colorado 
should  be  the  boundary  line;  and  lo  make  even 
this  offer,  our  agents  were  obliged  to  exceed  their 
iastraclions.  This  infarmation  is  not  drawn  from 
docamenis  before  the  House— it  is  not  conGden- 
lial.  If  gentlemen  doubt  its  correctness,  let  ihem 
call  for  official  documents.  We  wanted  the  ter- 
ritory on  Ihe  east  of  the  Mississippi,  and  offered  to 
pay  for  it  with  territory  west  of  the  Mississippi; 
bat  Spain  replies,  That  terriiorv  belongs  to  me; 
and  as  I  am  able  and  willf Dg  to  defend  both,  I  will 
not  give  op  one  to  pay  for  the  other.  And  so  tat 
fiota  making  the  Colorado  river  a  boundary— be- 
ing a  great  concession,  the  present  actual  bouud- 
ary  is,  I  know  not  how  many  hundred  miles  this 
sicle  of  it.  Could  such  a  negotiation,  thus  con- 
ducted, ta.il  to  succeed?  The  ereat  wonder  with 
me,  is,  that  the  Ministers  of  the  United  States  made 
oat  to  continue  their  exertions  so  long  as  they 
did,  in  pressing  such  a  proposition.  AiTa3t,sorae 
of  the  X,  Y,  and  Z  men  go  to  our  Ministers,  and 
say,  Pat  on  a  hostile  attitude  towards  Spaia,  and, 
when  ihin^  are  coming  lo  a  rupture,  refer  Spain 
to  cnr  mediation — give  as  a  round  >nm,  ana  we 
9tb  Con.— 31 


win  dictate  (he  terms  on  which  an  accommoda- 
tion shall  take  place.  When  the  fact  came  out, 
a^eneral astonishment  prevailed  ;  and  my  worthy 
frieod  from  Maryland,  who  no  longer  holds  a  seat 
in  this  House,  told  you  that  he  hoped  in  God  (he 
negotiation  would  fail.  I  have  said  so  much,  (hat 
at  least  that  portion  of  the  public  in  our  hearing 
may  he  undeceived  in  respect  to  the  proceedings 
of  the  House,  when  in  conclave,  and  may  give  due 
information  to  their  constituents  when  they  go 
home;  for,  situated  as  we  are,  in  this  remote  cor- 
nerof  the  Union — ii)  a  wilderness  and  desert,  with 
but  a  single  press — it  is  impossible  that  anything 
like  a  correct  transcript  of  our  proceedings  can  gO 
(o  (he  public.  J  make  this  siatemeot,  (hat  it  may 
be  known  that  we  felt  no  indisposition  to  respect 
the  national  honor,  either  as  to  Britain  or  Sji^in, 
and  that  we  were  for  oo  half-way  measures  wilh 
either  nation.  We  were  witling  to  trv  negotiation 
with  Britain,  and  when  that  had  failed,  we  were 
willing  to  go  lo  the  requisite  length. 

I  hope,  lor  the  honor  of  the  Executive  Govetil- 
meat  of  the  United  States,  the  Message  of  the 
President  will  be  published.  With  regard  lo  Aay 
effect  it  may  have  on  the  negotiatioos  at  Paris,  it 
is  tbe  most  idle  thing  in  (hs  world  to  talk  of  any 
effect  being  produced  there  by  anything  but 
monev.  They  will  look  at  your  cash — if  it  is 
enough  you  will  have  your  business  done;  If  not, 
it  will  not  be  done.  On  this  paiot,  I  will  add  a 
single  word.  J  am  prepared  lo  hear  it  said  that, 
if  iliis  negoiiation  fails,  it  will  be  ia  consequence 
of  the  secret  journal  being  published.  But  it  re- 
quires DO  wizard  to  foretell  that  it  will  fajl.  It 
must.  The  bailie  at  Austerlitz  has  settled  that 
question.  It  cannot  succeed.  It  is  impossible; 
and,  were  it  possible,  the  success  of  the  negotia- 
tion would  depend  on  noihingdonein  this  House, 
save  the  sum  of  money  given  to  France  lo  com- 
pel Spaih  to  do  so  and  so.  What  will  be  the  con- 
sequeuce  of  your  measures?  If  there  shall  be  a 
peace  iri  Europe,  you  will  expect  a  strong  Span- 
ish squadron,  aided  perhaps  by  a  French  force,  in 
(he  bay  of  Pensacola,  and  you  may  be  gtadloget 
off  with  a  loss  of  two  millions — you  may  be  glad 
to  get  off  wilh  a  loss  of  twenty  millions.  France 
sold  Louisiana  to  the  United  Slates  for  so  many 
millions ;  {3,750,000  of  which  were  lb  be  paid  to 
our  citizens.  We  have  been  guHed  out  of  that. 
But  the  last  thing  that  has  entered  into  tbe  Uiind 
of  France  is  to  settle  anything  definite  with  Bxeil 
metes  and  boundaries.  Hei  object  is  to  deal  with 
you  for  money.  She  means  lu  sell  by  the  degree, 
and  every  lime  you  apply  to  her  for  a  settlement 
of  boundaries,  she  will  call  upon  you  for  more 
money.     We  were  indisposed  to  g'iveinto  these 

Mr.  FinnLiiy  said,  that  the  question  before  the 
House  was  only  a  motion  for  amending  the  secret 
journal  from  which  the  injunction  of  secrecy  was 
taken  off^  by  inserting  (he  PresiJenl's  confidential 
communication.  Yet,  by  adending  (o  the  argu- 
ment of  the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  (Mr.  Ram- 
DOLPB.)  it  would  appear  that  he  was  engaged  in 
supporting  articles  of  impeacbaient  against  the 
higti  officers  of  the  Government,  and  not  against 
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them  opIj,  but  also  aeaipst  a  lespeclable  majonty 
of  this  House,  as  if  he  had  been  vested  with  au- 
Ihoritr  to  censure  and  denounce  iheir  legislative 
jneasares  on  their  own  floor,  when  the  subjects 
were  no  longer  before  the  House. 

But,  Mr.  Speaker,  no  motion  has  been  laid  oti 
your  table  for  impeaching  the  conduct  of  these 
bigh  Executive  officers,  nor  can  any  motion  be 
sdmilled  to  enable  a  member  of  the  minority  to 
impeach  the  majority.  It  is  contrary  lo  good  or- 
der, it  is  an  outrage  on  decency,  to  defame  the 
character,  or  impeach  the  conduct,  in  this  way,  of 
public  officers  or  citizens  on  ihisfloor,  where  they 
cannot  answer  for  themselves.  It  has  never  been 
admitted  in  other  public  bodies  in  the  United 
States,  nor  id  Congregs,  till  it  was  introduced  by 
the  member  from  Virginia;  and,  fortunately,  it 
ia  peculiar  to  him  alone  to  entertain  the  House 
with  tales  brought  from  out  of  doors,  or  from  the 
whispers  behind  oar  bar,  and  with  unsupported 
slanders  on  the  Administiation,  and  officers  of  the 
Government. 

This  is  not  the  first  time  he  (Mr.  R/)  has  at- 
tacked the  respectable  character  of  the  Secretary 
of  State  in  this  rude  manner  on  this  floor.  This 
manner  of  doing  it  is  entirely  improper.  If  Mr. 
R.  had  a  charge  against  him,  he  ought  to  hare 
moved  for  an  inquiry  iota  the  conduct  of  that 
high  officer,  as  had  been  done  not  long  since  with 
another  respeciabte  head  of  a  Department;  but 
this  would  not  have  answered  the  gentleman's 
purposes  of  slander.  The  Secretary  of  Slate 
would  have  had  the  opportunity  of  defending  his 
own  character. 

But,  Mr.  Speaker,  what  is  the  charge  for  which 
the  Secretary  is  so  vehemently  denounced?  It 
is  some  sentences  of  a  confidential  conversation, 
told  in  Mr.  R.'s  own  manner.  It  is  true,  indeed, 
that  that  geotlemao  is  in  the  habit  of  entertaining 
the  House  with  scraps  of  confidential  conve 
tions,  but  surely  he  knows  that  the  House  can 
Take  his  statements  for  vouchers.  He  knows, 
this  House  knows,  that  be  has  already  had  to  < 
rect  on  this  floor  a  statement  which  he  had  rudely 
made,  of  jwrt  of  a  confidential  conversation  he 
had  had  with  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury ;  but 
even  the  correction  is  justly  presumed  to  have  been 
defective;  iiwasnot  the  whole  truth.  The  House 
does  not  receive  the  assertion  of  any  membei 
stead  of  vouchers,  not  even  on  a  motion  for 
peachment,  or  a  complaint  of  contempt.  In  such 
eases,  testimony  is  required.  When  the  genlie- 
man's  habits,  in  this  Ifouse,  are  considered,  and 
the  evident  resentment  which  he  declares  to  be 
irreconcilable,  and  which  he  expresses  in  a  mannei 
not  to  bemistaken,againsttheSecreiary  of  State 
we  are  justified  not  only  in  receiving  his  asser- 
tions with  some  abatement  of  confidence,  but  with 
suspicion. 

Mr.  F.  said,  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  has 
this  day,  as  on  former  days,  said  a  great  deal  about 
France;  that  we  were  about  to  give  money  to 
France ;  to  eive  a  bribe  to  France,  &c.  Does  the 
gentleman  oream  about  France  at  nights,  and  re- 
tail his  dreams  in  this  House  in  days,  or  is  his 
imagination  always  in  a  dreaming  slate?    If  we 


to  judge  from  the  desulioriness  of  his  argu- 
ments, perpetually  wandering  from  the  subject 
before  the  House,  dragging  in  subjects  that  nave 
DO  bearing  on  the  question,  flying  from  ooe  sub- 
ject to  another,  without  coherence;  we  might 
justly  presume  that  the  last  and  many  other  of  bis 
arguments  were  the  dreaming  efl'usions  of  a  vivid 
i  magi  nation,  highly  disordered. 

Mr.  F.,  taking  tne  secret  Journals,  now  made 
public,  in  his  band,  read  the  resolution  agreed  to 

',tb  shut  doors,  declaring  that  the  appropriation 

IS  made  toward  defraying  the  expense  whi^h 
__By  be  incurred  in  the  purchase  of  the  Spanish 
territories  tying  on  the  Atlantic  ocean  and  the 
Oulf  of  Mexico,  and  eastward  of  ihe  MississippL 
This  resolutioD,  he  said,  was  the  foundation  of  tne 
bill  nuw  enacted  into  a  law,  with  such  a  change 
of  language,  as  has  been  usually  made  hitherto  in 
such  cases  respecting  our  foreign  relations.  Mr. 
F.  turned  to  another  resolution,  moved  and  sup- 
ported and  voted  for  by  the  gentleman  from  Vir- 
ginia himself,  authorizmg  the  President  to  make 
a  settlement  of  existing  dlfierences  between  the 
United  Stales  and  the  Court  of  Madrid,  by  mak- 
an  arrangement  between  the  two  Ghivera- 
ils,  which  shall  secure  an  ample  barrier  to 
in  on  the  side  of  Mexico,  and  to  the  United 
States  the  countries  watered  by  the  Mississippi, 

id  to  the  eastward  of  it.    Both  these  resolutions 

ere  carried  to  the  President,  agreeably  to  the 
order  of  the  House,  by  the  gentleman  from  Vir- 
ginia himself,  and  another  member. 

Mr.  F.  said  he  voted  against  the  second  lesola- 
tion,  because  the  subject  belonged  to  the  Ireaty- 
makiuE  power,  over  which  the  House  had  no 
control,  except  where  grants  of  money  were  re- 
quired ;  but  it  was  carried,  and  it  was  Mr.  R.  who 
Prepared,  moved,  sup[)orted,  and  presented  to  the 
resident  both  resolutions.  The  same  gentleman 
who  has  so  frequently,  on  this  floor,  to  bis  reveries 
abbut  Fiance,  asserted  that  there  was  no  Spain, 
no  Pyrenees,  that  Spain  was  in  France,  &C.,  and, 
on  this  wild  assertion,  he  grounds  his  still  more 
wild  assertions,  that  we  are  giving  money  foi  a 
bribe  to  France.  Does  he  never  reflect,  in  his 
dreams,  that  he  has  given  from  under  his  awn 
hand,  confirmed  by  his  oSiciBl  vote  in  the  House, 
that  there  is  a  Spain  with  whom  the  United  Slates 
should  make  an  exchange  of  territory,  and  lo 
whom  we  ought  to  grant  an  ample  barrier  on  Ihe 
side  of  Mexico;  that  there  is  a  Court  of  Madrid 
with  whom  it  is  competent  for  the  United  States 
to  make  arrangements?  There  is  not  a  word 
about  France  in  either  of  the  resolutions,  aor  in 
the  law,  nor  in  any  part  of  the  proceedings.  This 
is  evident  to  every  citizen  who  reads  the  Joarnals 
of  the  secret  proceedings.  Mr.  F.  asked,  how 
will  the  gentleman  reconcile  his  frequent  and  bold 
assertions,  that  there  was  no  Spain,  no  Spanish 
territory,  doc,  with  his  deliberate  and  solemn  offi- 
cial act  directly  in  opposition  to  his  assertions? 
How,  at  this  time,  with  these  Joutnats  before 
him,  could  he  have  the  efllronlery  to  declare  that 
the  United  States  were  irrecoverably  dishonored 
by  these  transactions  1 

But,  he  says,  in  proof  of  this  aasenioD,  ibat  the 
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ship  with  the  ioslruclions,  dcj:.,hasgoQe  toNaniea, 
in  France,  iDstead  of  Corunna  Id  Spain.  What 
sort  of  proof  is  this?  Wbjr  did  be  oot  tell  the 
vbole  truth?  Why  did  he  not  letl  the  House 
that  the  shipcarriea  the  sppoiotmeat  nf  EoToy 
EitraordiDaTV,  and  Lniiructioas  to  our  Minister  at 
the  Court  of  France,  to  go  to  the  Court  of  Spain 
to  assist  onr  Ministers  at  Madrid,  in  negotiating 
at  that  Court,  agreeably  to  the  gentleman's  own 
resolution,  and  tne  lav  passed  for  that  purpose  by 
Congress  7  No.  So  much  candor  would  not  bare 
Answered  the  gentleman's  purposes. 

But  B  few  days  since,  that  gentleman  informed 
the  House  that  the  ship  had  sailed,  and  taken  the 
money  with  her  before  the  appropriation  was 
made,  &c.  Presently,  itgoi  into  the  newspapers, 
that  a  great  many  tons  of  specie,  he  believed 
above  sixty,  were  carried  away  in  that  ship. 
Every  member  who  understood  the  subject  knew 
that  the  assertion  was  wholly  unfounded.  They 
knew  that  money  was  never  sent  in  this  way  for 
such  purposes.  They  knew  that  the  object  was 
always  accomplished  by  providing  a  credit  for 
bills  to  be  drawn  when  the  negotiation  was  com- 
pleted. That  this  was  the  case  at  present,  any 
member  may  he  informed  by  inquiring  at  the 
proper  source;  but  he  would  take  no  notice  of 
several  other  such  misrepresentations,  calculated 
to  impose  on  the  House,  and  to  occasion  false- 
hoods to  be  published  id  tne  newspapers. 

Mr.  F.  said,  that  he  was  opposed  to  publishing 
the  secret  Journals,  thoogh  he  knew  they  would 
operate  to  correct  numerous  unfair  allusions  that 
had  been  made  to  them  by  the  gentleman  from 
Virginia,  on  some  occasions  with  open  doors,  that 
they  would  convince  the  citizens  that  the  proceed- 
ings with  respect  to  Spain  had  do  analogy  to  or 
bearing  on  our  commercial  relations  with  Sritain, 
and  will  show  what  confidence  is  to  he  placed  in 
the  gentleman's  assertions.  But  the  unprecedent- 
ed publication,  not  onlj[  while  the  negotiation  was 
depending,  hut  before  it  had  commenced,  being 
calculated  to  defeat  it,  agreeably  to  the  gentle- 
man's wish,  so  frequently  expressed,  he  (Mr.  F.) 
voted  against  taking  off  the  injunction  of  secrecy 
until  the  issue  of  the  negotiation  was  known, 
asreeably  to  ail  former  precedents  in  similar  cases. 
He  said  he  would  also  vote  against  publishrng  the 
President's  communications,  not  only  because  the 
design  was  to  defeat  the  negotiation,  but  to  de- 
stroy confidence  between  the  Executive  and  the 
Legislature,  and  between  our  Oovernment  and 
foreign  nations ;  but,  for  this  reason,  he  said,  he 
^rould  wish  them  published,  to  correct  the  disor- 
derly misrepresentations  made  of  them  by  the  gen- 
tleiDan  from  Virginia,  on  the  floor. 

Mi.  F.  said,  the  gentleman  has  charged  the 
majority  of  this  House  with  giving  money  to  pur- 
chase peace  with  Spain,  who  refused  to  negotiate 
irith  us,  and  took  measures  that  would  lead  to 
«rar  with  Great  Britain,  white  negotiation  with 
that  nation  was  depending.  Mr.  Speak<  ' 
gen  tleman  gives  a  mistaken  view  of  the  case. 
With  Spain  there  was  no  negotiation  depending 
for  the  purchase  of  Florida.  A  negotiation  had 
taken  place  about  settling  the  boundaries  of  Lou- 


but  the  parties  had  differed  in  opinion. 
The  President  might  have  very  properly  negotia- 
ted for  the  purchase  of  the  territory  so  very  de- 
sirable to  us,  and  might  have  laid  the  treaty  before 
Congress  for  their  approbaiion  and  provision ;  and 
so  doing,   have   thrown  the  responsibility  on 
em.    But  he,  no  doubt  for  good  reasons,  cho&e 
have  the  approbation  of  Congress,  aod  provis- 
ion for  the  object  before  he  commenced  the  nego- 
tiation.   This  he  has  obtained,  but  notin  timeior 
the  negotiation  lo  have  yet  been  begun. 

It  is  well  known  that,  with  respect  to  the  im- 
pressment of  our  seamen,  a  real  and  unequivocal 
act  of  hostility,  negotiation  has  been  attempted 
ith  Britain  during  ihewhole  course  of  the  former 
id  present  European  war,  hut  without  effect. 
At  one  period  it  seemed  to  he  agreed  upon;  but 
it  was  afterwards  clogged  with  inadmissible  ex- 
ceptions. Last  summer,  afler  the  new  and  ruin- 
ous aggressions  on  our  commerce  had  been  author- 
ized, tlie  Minister  of  the  United  States  at  the 
Court  of  London,  after  other  attempts  to  neeottate 
had  failed,  gave  into  that  Court  a  sensible  and 
i^pirited  memorial,  to  which  no  answer  was  given 
when  we  received  the  latest  information.  Ther^ 
fore  the  whole  extent  of  negotiation  with  Brit- 
ain on  those  subjects  amounts  to  this,  that  the 
United  States  perseveringly  endeavored  lo  nego- 
tiate, and  Great  Britain  as  perseveringly  declined 
negotiation.  Mr.  F  concluded  by  saying,  that  as 
^e  had  no  intention  when  he  rose  to  follow  the 
eman  through  all  his  extravagant  wacder- 
he  would  detain  the  House  no  longer. 
r.  FiBK. — 1  shall,  with  some  reluctance,  vote 
ist  amending  the  Journal.  It  is  my  wish,  at 
all  times,  to  bring  before  the  public  eye  whatever 
'9  done  by  its  public  agents,  whenever  the  good 
if  the  country  admits  of  it.  I  conceive,  however, 
his  communication  lo  he  conSdential,  and  that  it 
would  involve  a  breach  of  faith  to  the  other  de- 
partments now  to  publish  it.  We  are  told  to-day. 
for  our  consolation,  that  some  members  have  votea 
with  their  eyes  open  to  truckle  lo  France,  in  order 
to  coerce  Spain,  and  that  others  have  voted  to  the 
same  effect  ignoranily.  I,  however,  am  one  of 
those  who  remain  obstinate  in  my  conviction,  in 
spite  of  all  the  information  of  the  gentleman  from 
Virginia.  I  believe  we  have  acted  as  our  dtity 
required,  and  as  justice  to  our  constituents  de- 
manded. We  are  asked  what  is  the  situation  of 
this  country  with  regard  toSpainand  Great  Bttt- 
ain,  and  where  the  injury  towards  us  lies  1  Is  it 
with  Spain?  !f  the  gentleman  from  Virginia 
speaks  the  truth,  we  have  no  ground  of  complaiiit 
against  Spain  as  to  territorial  aggressions ;  for,  it 
will  he  recollected,  that  that  gentleman,  when 
our  doors  were  shut,  said  that  the  boundary  line 
claimed  by  Spain  was  on  this  side  of  the  country 
where  those  aggressions  took  place,  and  that, 
when  the  negotiation  took  placebetween  France 
and  the  United  States,  Spain  entered  a  caveat 
against  our  acquiring  this  country)  and,  in  hii 
opinion,  by  the  treaty  with  France,  we  acquired 
no  territory  east  of  the  Iberville.  There  was^  it 
is  true,  an  outrage  committed  by  officers  of  Spain 
within  the  acknowledged  jurisdiction  of  the  Uni- 
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ted  Slates.  Bat  what  are  the  facts  aitending  tbU 
afiairT  The  mament  representation  was  made  to 
the  Governor  of  the  Floridas,  he  declared  the  ag- 
ffressioD  nnautliorized,  and  promised  to  make  a 
full  and  strict  inquir^  into  ine  circumstances  at- 
tending it.  Does  this  look  like  settled  hostility  on 
Ihe  pari  of  Spain?  No,  it  oaght  lo  be  received 
as  a  sufficieot  disavowal  of  any  snch  hostile  ia- 
lenlioo.  This  informalion  we  have  from  official 
documeDts  on  our  tables.  Lei  me  now  ask,  what 
is  our  sitnation  relative  to  Great  Britain?  Has 
she  not  committed  lawless  aggressions  ob  our 
commerce,  and  continued  to  impress  our  seamen 
for  years  past?  Under  these  circumstances,  what 
ougDt  to  be  ihe  policy  of  this  Government? 
Ought  we  tbrthwitb  to  declare  war  asainst  Srain 
while  we  negotiate  wiih  Great  Britain?  The 
gentleman  from  Vii^inia  safs  he  is  not  for  declar- 
ing war  against  Spain  ;  but  the  resolntion  which 
he  proposed  pontaincd  a  proposition  lor  raising  a 
number  of  troops  to  repel  the  aggressions  of  Span- 
ish subjects.  Let  me  ask,  then,  whether  it  is 
probable  that  the  raising  additional  troops  would 
be  less  likely  to  produce  war  than  a  mere  com- 
mercial regulation?  Bat  it  is  said  that  Spain  is 
under  the  control  of  France;  that  she  is  indeed 
in  a  slate  of  bondage  to  France,  and  it  is  inquired 
whether  it  would  be  just  lo  receive  this  country 
from  ■  Government  in  such  a  state  of  vassalage? 
Sut  if  Spain  is  io  this  stale,  are  we  therefore  to 
renounce  our  own  interest?  Or,  is  our  obligation 
to  pursue  that  ioleresc,  by  the  means  io  our  power, 
to  be  lessened  ?  If  Spain  sees  fit  to  suffer  herself 
to  be  controlled  by  France,  I  am  not  one  of  those 
Who  are  for  crossing  the  water  to  be  the  guardian 
of  her  rights.  I  am  not  so  much  of  a  republican 
yet.  In  this  country  this  species  of  republican' 
ism  belongs  exclusively  lo  that  gentleman,  thjueh 
he  has  noi  Ibe  honor  of  being,  the  original  in- 
Tenlor.  The  dmiols  of  Europe  have  long  under- 
stood it  The  Emperors  of  Germany  and  Ras-' 
sia,  with  the  King  of  Prusi^ia,  were  actuated  by 
it  in  the  conquest  and  division  of  Poland,  and  the 
same  would  have  led  us  to  war  with  Spain,  and 
a  conquest  of  ihe  Ploridas.  li  is  said  lo  be  abso- 
lotely  necessary  to  raise  an  army,  as  ihe  frontiers 
could  not  be  defended  hy  militiai  But  I  believe 
that  this  is  not  true.  I  believe,  on  the  contrary, 
that  the  militia  are  able  and  ready  to  defend  the 
country  whenever  it  shall  be  in  danger.  As  to 
the  Oovernment  of  Great  Brirain,  we  are  told  we 
lave  assutaed  a  hostile  aiiitude  to  her.  How? 
By  barely  going  inio  commercial  regulations? 
Have  we  not  a  right  lo  do  this—and  lias  Great 
Brilaib  a  right  lo  complain  of  what  she  herself 
daily  practises?  Bui  the  gentleman,  it  seems.  Is 
principally  against  the  negoliation 
because  of  the  effect  it  will  have  o 
with  Great  Britain. 

It  seems,  then,  that  the  gentleman  is  not  dis' 
no^ed  to  shrink  from  war  when  it  would  carry 
him  to  his  true  point.  With  Great  Britain  be 
aees  war  in  all  its  horrors;  but  when  we  come  to 
Spain,  he  says  that,  unless  we  take  hostile  meas- 
ures towards  her.  Great  Britain  will  lake  umbrage. 
The  gentletnao  says,  that  he  and  his  frienda  wish, 


I  Smid 
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and  are  perfectly  ready  to  resist  the  aggre 
both  Powers.  But  let  me  ask  bow?  When  mems- 
Ures  were  proposed  to  he  taken  with  Great  Brit- 
ain, be  deprecated  her  power  and  the  danger  of  ■ 
conflict  with  ber;  with  a  prophetic  ipirit  and  in 
giowing  colors,  be  painted  the  dismal  scene — onr 
coasts  invaded,  our  towns  in  flames,  and  our  citi- 
zens flying  lo  the  mountains  for  shelter.  Should 
we  realize  this  prediction,  I  can  tell  the  gentlemaa 
for  his  consolation,  thai  undoubtedly  some  guar- 
dian British  aneel  will  protect  him  from  barm, 
and,  by;  the  hand,  conduct  him  from  the  scene  of 
destruction  to  some  place  of  safely. 

I  was  really  al  a  loss  to  discover  the  motives  of 
the  genilemaOj  when  be  broiigbi  so  often  to  oar 
view  the  egregious  folly,  weakness,  or  wickedness, 
of  one  of  the  heads  of  departments.  At  every 
turn  of  his  discourse  we  met  with  a  complaint 
Bgninst,  or  a  denunciation  of  this  officer.  IT  there 
is  any  truth  in  the  charges  he  bas  preferred,  he 
ought  to  brin^  them  fairly  before  the  House  and 
institnte  an  inijuiry.  Bui  to  assault  the  char- 
acter of  a  man  in  this  side  way,  is  a  piece  of  cru- 
elty and  breach  of  good  conduct,  which  ought 
not  10  be  snSered.  K  that  character  be  guilty, 
his  conduct  ought  to  be  properly  inquired  into; 
but  I  fear  that  the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  in 
these  remarks,  had  a  diflereni  view.  The  other 
day  mach  was  said  by  thai  gentleman,  of  the  balf- 
way  house.  I  believe  that  he  has  engeadered 
ideas  on  this  subject  in  his  own  brain,  until  not 
being  any  longer  able  to  keep  them,  he  hasdi' 
vulged  them  to  the  House.  1  will  say  that  he  is 
the  only  man  whom  I  have  heard  say  a  word  ob 
the  subject. 

The  present  question  is  to  publish  the  Message 
of  the  President.  This  once  eflected.  other  doc- 
uments ma^  be  called  for.  We  shall  oe  told  that 
it  will  be  incomplete  wiihoul  the  documents  from 
our  foreign  agents.  I  believe  this  lo  be  a  branch 
of  one  and  the  same  system,  the  effect  of  which 
will  be  to  destroy  the  harmony  essential  lo  the 
Government.  When  the  President  made  this 
communication  to  the  two  Houses,  he  informed 
us  ihat  it  would  not,  in  his  opinion,  be  prudent  to 
communicate  it  to  the  public  while  great  national 
affairs  were  depending ;  nor  would  we  be  author- 
ized  to  do  it,  in  my* opinion,  without  consulting 
the  other  branch  of  the  Legislature.  Under  the»e 
impressions  I  am  decidedly  against  publishing  it 
BtjireseDi. 

1  have  heard  with  regret  the  remarks  of  the 
gentleman  from  Virginia  made  this  and  the  oiber 
day ;  and  particularly  the  denunciation  of  one  of 
our  heads  of  departments,  relative  to  a  product'ioa 
which  we  have  just  reason  to  admire,  and  re- 
specting a  man  who  has  served  his  country  for 
thirty  years  in  various  high  stations.  I  hold  a 
very  different  opinion  on  this  point  from  the  gen- 
tleman from  Virginia.  My  confidence  is  unsha- 
ken in  the  genlleman  he  denounces  j  nor  do  I 
believe  the  confidence  of  the  nation  is  shaken. 

Mr.  G.  W.  Campbell. — Before  the  question  la 
taken,  I  will  take  the  liberty  of  submitting  a  few 
remarks  10  the  House.  I  tinilersland  the  question 
lo  be,  lo  insert  the  Message  of  the  Presideat  of 
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the  6th  December,  in  the  Joura&L  In  the  re- 
marks which  have  been  made  on  the  question, 
the  proceedings  of  ihe  House  while  io  secret  sil- 
tiog  hare  been  brought  into  view.  I  was  op- 
posed to  niahiDK  (bose  proceedings  public  ;  I 
ihoughl  then,  aof  I  still  thinL  that  we  were  there- 
by] cetntnitting  Ihe  honor  of  the  nation.  I  did 
think,  when  ibe  majority  had  sanctioned  a  nego- 
tiation, that  no  measure  calculated  to  frustrate  it 
should  have  been  taken,  until  the  negotiation  had 
been  fairljf  tried.  ^I  was  for  this  reason  I  was 
opposed  to'  remoTing  the  injuoctioQ  of  secrecy; 
and  not  because  I  was  unwilling  that  the  people 
of  this  country  should  be  made  acijuainied  with 
tbe  proceedinra  which  look  place  in  this  House 

Sith  closed  doors.  M^r  object  was  to  prereot 
e  interference  of  foreign  nations,  who  mJE'it 
feel  ao  interest  in  defeating  the  measure.  The 
public  will  judge  of  the  propriety,  under  these 
circumstances,  of  making  these  proceediags  pub- 
lic. But  as  a  part  ot  them  has  been  made  public, 
t  wish  the  wbole  could  be  made  so,  cooaisient 
with  the  interest  of  the  nation ;  though  I  enter- 
tain strong  doubts  of  the  propriety  of  the  mea- 
sure, 1  shall  not,  however,  oppose  toe  motion  be- 
fore you.  But.  before  the  question  is  taken,  1  beg 
leare  to  remark,  that  so  far  as  relates  to  the  ob- 
servBlions  between  the  gentleman  from  Virsinia, 
{Mr.  RANDOLpa.)  and  the  head  of  one  of  the 
departments  of  this  Oorernment,  they  have  noth- 
ing to  do  with  this  business ;  and  they  can  hare  oo 
influence  on  the  decisions  of  this  House.  I  did 
not  expect  (o  have  heard  any  such  cooversatioh 
introduced  on  this  floor.  We  did  not  come  here 
to  h^r  such  conservation  or  to  act  upon  comrnu- 
nicalioQii  of  that  kind.  What  may  be  the  private 
opinions  of  a  particular  head  of  department,  it  ii> 
not  for  this  Hoiise  to  know ;  they  cannot  officially 
come  before  us  j  we  have  nothing  to  do  with  them. 
It  is  said,  »r,  that  a  certain  communication 
which  was  calculated  to  aSect  our  votes  relative 
to  the  bill  making  appropriEiiioDs  for  the  purchase 
of  the  Floridas,  was  detaiued  some  weeks  after 
It  was  received  from  our  Minister  abroad,  before 
it  was  laid  before  us.  I  i^ay,  Mr.  Speaker,  that 
no  commuDicaiion  made  to  this  House  was  cal- 
culated, in  my  qsinioo,  to  alter  tbe  votes  of  tbe 
members  of  (he  House  on  that  subject — certainly 
none  that  would  have  changed  mine;  but  wbe- 
toer  that  communication  was  or  was  not  made 
to  ns  in  due  time  after  it  was  received,  1  do  not 

Eretend  to  say.  Ido  not  know,  however,  that  we 
ave  ^QV  claim  to  it  from  the  head  of  depart- 
ment. It  was  not  his  duty  to  coniinunicale  it  to 
us,  that  belonged  to  the  Executive ;  and  why  the 
-circumstance  has  been  mentioned  here,  I  c 
pretend  to  sav-  With  regard  to  some  othi 
marks  made  by  a  genileman  from  Pennsyl' 
/Mr.  J.  Clat,)  I  think  it  proper  to  state  that  there 
is  DO  communication  before  this  House  which 
authorizes  the  assertion  that  a  threat  has  been 
made  by  France  against  the  United  Slates.  I  deny, 
sir,  that  there  is  any  document  which,  if  properly 
understood,  can  be  construed  tohavesuchamean- 
ing.  I  say,  likewise,  that  there  is  no  document 
{tefore  the  House  which  authorizes  tbe 


that  France  told  us,  if  you  give  Spain  one  blow 
we  will  give  you  ten  or  two,  as  stated  by  the 
gentleman  from  Virginia,  (Mr.  Ranoolpb.)  * 
There  is  no  such  expression,  nor  any  other  that 
Id  couQtenance  the  idea.  France  was  not 
igbt  into  tbe  question  as  being  concerned  in 
diETerences  with  Spain.    She  has,  indeed. 


when  in  all  oui;  proceedings  the  name  of  France 
has  hardly  ever  been  mentioned,  except  by  gen- 
tlemen in  debate  who  will  not  admit  that  Spain 
exists  as  a  nation.  I  deem  it  proper  also,  to 
say,  that  the  assertion  that  any  member  of  ihia 
House  voted  for  a  measure  calculated  to  bribe 
one  nation,  to  induce  another  to  give  up  hei 
rightful  property,  so  far  as  it  may  be  «p]>lied  to 
me,  is  without  rouud^tloD,  and  not  authorized  by 
aay  act  of  mine,  and  that  no  man  will  undertaks 
ly  so.  The  word  bribery  ought  not,  indeed,  to 
r  the  walls  of  this  House,  as  applicable  to  any 
ts  measures  or  proceedings.  It  wilL  Mi. 
Speaker,  appear  from  the  Journals  of  tbe  House, 
now  m^de  public,  who  have  or  have  not  supporl- 
-'  the  luterebt  of'  this  country  ;  who  are  wuling 
support  just  measures  calculated  to  maintain 
peace,  and  are  disposed  to  take  a  manly  Bititnd& 

Xinsi  those  who  violate  oui  rights;  and  it  will 
I  appear  who  they  are,  whose  proceedings 
tend  to  embarrass  the  nation,  to  brin^  the  QoV- 
ernmeot  into  contempt,  to  produce  schism,  and  to 
impair  the  confidence  of  the  nation  io  the  Admin- 
iftratioa,  at  a  time  when  I  believe  it  is  as  high  as 
it  ever  was ;  and,  I  apprehend,  deservedly  so.  I 
believe,  too,  the  nation  will  not  be  fouad  ready  to 
withdraw  that  well-placed  confidence  from  tha 
head  of  department  who  has  been  denounced  in 
this  House.  It  will  appear,  too,  who  have  taken 
measures  calculated  to  disturb  the  peace  of  the 
Union,  aud  to  produce  an  alarm  ot  danger  for 
which  there  is  no  foundation.  I  solemnly  wish 
that  not  only  the  Message  of  the  President,  hat 
every  documeal,'and  every  word  uttered  in  secret 
might  be  made  known  to  the  people,  I  wish  it, 
because  I  think  i|  would  not  then  be  practicable 
to  impose  on  the  nation  by  a  coloring  given  to 
those  proceedings,  unauthorized  by  the  facta  that 
took  place. 

I  will  state  to  the  House,  while  I  am  u&  that  I 
voted  against  increasing  the  army,  becaufc  I  be- 
lieved that  no  emergency  existed  to  require  it.  I 
saw  DO  call  for  it,  either  in  the  information 
contained  in  the  public  Message,  or  in  the  other 
communications  made  to  the  luuse.  In  the  pain 
lie  Message,  we  were  told  that  Congress  would, 
in  the  course  of  the  session,  be  enabled  to  deter- 
mine whether  it  would  be  necessary  to  increase 
our  land  force,  by  the  events  which  would  prob- 
ably take  place.  No  events  had  taken  place,  when 
the  measure  in  question  was  before  the  House, 
that  changed  the  former  state  of  things.  It  was 
also  my  opinion  that  we  ought  not,  on  every  trivial 
occasion,  to  increase  our  present  Military  Estab- 
lishment^ and  abandon  tbe  eround  ve  had  taken, 
of  reduciDg  the  number  of^oar  regular  forces- 
acting  on  t^e  principle  that  standing  armies  are 
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e  hands  of  BD  Dsurper  or  a  despot.  Oa  ihis 
ground  I  have  been  always  opposed  to  them,  and 
ever  «hall  be,  unless  an  extraordinary  emergency 
•hould  render  it  indispensable  lo  resort  to  ihem. 
I  was  of  opinion  thai,  even  on  an  emergency,  the 
militia  were,  in  ibe  first  instance,  lo  be  resorted 
to,  not  only  as  the  Constitutional,  but  aa  the  roost 
competent  and  safe  defence  that  we  could  pro 
Tide.  I  know  of  no  reason  why  we  should  think 
them  not  competent,  as  we  bare  always  heretofore 
found  tliem  to  be  so.  For  these  reasons,  araongsc 
others,  I  was  opposed  lo  an  increase  of  the  army. 
I  was  also  induced  to  be  of  this  opinion  from  the 
documents  on  your  table,  from  which  it  did  not 
appear  to  me  that  Spain  had  any  serious  intention 
to  coromii  hostilities  Bfjainst  the  United  States,  or 
that  her  Government,  or  commanding  officers,  had 
authorized  any  in  the  territory  of  which  we  had 
taken  possession.  The  inconveniences,  with  re- 
gard ID  our  undefined  limits,  and  the  embarrass- 
menis  atlendinK  the  passage  of  our  commerce 
down  the  Mobile,  together  with  the  necessity  of 
baving  those  other  diflerences  existing  between 
VB  and  Spain  amicably  adjusted,  induced  me  to 
TOie  for  the  principal  measure,  adopted  by  this 
House  with  closed  doors,  I  voted,  sir,  for  the  ap- 
propriation of  two  million  of  dollars,  to  authorize 
the  Executive  to  negotiate  with  Spain  for  tbe  por- 
chase  of  the  Floridas.  In  doing  so,  I  did  not  au- 
thorize the  Government  to  bribe  France  lo  coerce 
Spain  into  this  measure,  nor  do  I  believe  that 
there  is  ihe  least  ground  for  any  such  allegation, 
with  regard  to  any  member  of  this  House.  No, 
■ir,  our  object  was  lo  obtain  a  fair  purchase  of  the 
Floridas.  We  believed  it  important  to  acquire 
them  ;  because  the  acquisition  would  connect  our 
disjointed  territory,  would  give  us  the  command 
of  an  extensive  seacoait,  including  the  outlets  of 
many  large  rivers  and  some  good  harbors,  and  free 
us  from  the  inconveniences  to  which  we  were 
exposed  by  neighbors  who  were  likely  to  become 
more  and  more  troublesome.  In  the  vote  I  ga' 
I  contemplated  the  measure  to  be  carried  into  ' 
feet  only  in  a  just  and  legal  manner,  by  a  fair 
purchase.  I  know  no  other  way  in  which  a  terri- 
torv  can  be  acquired,  consistent  with  common 
light  and  principle.  It  was  intimated,  it  is  true, 
lo  qs,  that  it  would  be  easy  to  take  possession  of 
thiscAnlry  by  force,  and  that  it  would  be  always 
In  our  power  to  take  it  whenever  we  should  wish 
to  become  the  owners  of  tt ;  but,  for  one,  I  disclaim 
all  disposition  to  wrest  that  country  from  its  right- 
ful owner  without  any  other  ground  of  claim  tlian 
superior  force.  So  far  as  the  country  is  ours  by 
purchase,  I  am  disposed  to  claim  and  hold  posses- 
sion of  it,  but  no  further. 

-  But  suppose,  sir,  we  take  possession  of  this  coun- 
try by  force;  we  should  not  thereby  acquire  a  just 
right  to  it.  Such  a  measure  would  not  be  con- 
sistent with,  or  authorized  by,  Ihe  law  of  natloDs, 
and  could  vest  in  us  no  valid  title.  It  was  for 
these  reasons^  thai  1  considered  the  only  effectual 
way  of  acquiring  a  just  tille  to  this  country  was, 
\>y  eotering  into  a  fair  end  honorable  compact 
fwr  it  with  lU  rigbtfol  owner.    The  measure  was 


the  members  of  this  House.  It  seemed  t 
agreed  byall^we  ought  to  acquire  this  country, 
and  (be  principal  question  was,  how  shall  we  get 
it,  or^  what  shall  we  give  for  it?  I  was,  sir,  of 
opinion  thai  it  would  he  best  to  give  money  for  it ; 
that  we  should,  in  this  way,  get  it  cheaper'tbsu 
by  resorting  to  any  other  means.  That  it  was 
much  cheaper  to  pay  for  it  with  money  than  with 
the  blood  of  our  citizens.  I  considered  that  the 
land  would  repay,  and  more  than  repay  us  for  the 
purchase  money^  and  ihat  the  additional  revenue 
we  should  acquire,  would  give  us  a  still  funher 
compensatioQ  for  our  trouble,  and  advance  made 
in  acquiring  the  country. 
A  proposition  was  offered  about  the  same  time, 
exchange  territory  to  the  west  of  the  Mississippi 
for  the  Floridas.  I  was  decidedly  opposed  lo  that 
proposition.    I  protested  agaiostit  ttten,and  shall 

_  ved  it  contrary  to  tbe  Constituiiooal 

ri^ht  of  the  people  at  large,  that  Congress  should 
assume  the  power  of  giving  away,  oi  diaposin^  of 
a  single  acre  of  our  territory  lo  a  foreign  nauon. 
I  considered  that  the  territory  in  question  was 
part  of  the  Union,  and  if  so,  that  we  might  as 
well  attempt  to  give  away  a  part  of  a  State.  1 
considered  Ihis  as  establishing  a  principle  of  a 
most  dangerous  kind,  which  might,  in  time,  lead 
to  a  dismemberment  of  the  Union. 

If  you  can  dispose  of  this  territory  to  a  foreign 
Power,  you  can  of  a  part  or  the  whole  of  a  Stale. 
You  may  transfer,  at  one  time,  a  portion  of  coun- 
try to  the  east,  and  at  another,  a  portion  to  the 
south,  as  well  as  lo  the  west;  arid  by  this  means, 
a  designing  majority  would  be  enabled — if  appre- 
hensive of^rivalship  in  power  or  influence,  from 
the  increasing  population  of  any  part  of  yoat 
country — to  round  off  the  Union  at  pleasure,  so  as 
tosuii  their  own  particular  views.  I  did,  therefore, 
call  upon  this  House  to  guard  against  such  danger- 
ous consequences.  I  also  considered, .that  the 
country  in  question  would  be  settled  by  people  of 
some  naiioD.  I  preferred  it  should  be  possessed 
by  those  of  tbe  United  Stales  and  their  posterity, 
forever — that  they  might  form  but  one  great  fam- 
ily, from  (he  Atlantic  to  the  Pacific  Ocean — and 
I  did  not  wish,  on  the  contrary,  to  enable  the  sub- 
jects of  a  foreiga  nation  to  increase  and  strengthea 
themselves  in  our  neighborhood,  who  migDt  at 
some  future  day,  not  very  distant,  become  our 
rivals  and  our  enemies. 

It  was  observed  that  Ihis  money  would  ffo  ta 
France.    It  was  then  stated,  and  il  has  been  re- 

Eeaied,  that  ihere  was  nothing  to  authorize  the 
elief  (hat  France  was  to  get  this  money  from 
us.  It  IS  true,  it  was  well  known,  if  we  believe 
the  public  prints,  ibal  France  had  got  money  from 
Spam;  tbat  Spain, previous  to  her  being  engsiged 
in  the  present  war  as  the  ally  of  France,  had  lo 
purchase  her  neutrality  from  France  with  money, 
and  that  tbe  treasury  of  Spain  was.  in  a  great  de- 
gree, the  treasury  of  France.  And  suppose  this 
to  be  the  case,  what  have  we  to  do  with  it  t  Is  it 
material  to  us  what  Spain  docs  with  the  money 
after  she  gets  il  T    And  if  Spain  consults  France, 
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who  is  hei  ally,  wicb  retcard  to  the  sale,  has  she 
not  a  ri^hl  to  do  it  7  Has  she  not  a  rifrht  lo  be  as 
snbiaisstTe  to  Fraoce  aa  she  pleases?  Would 
that  be  any  objection  to  our  acquiring  the  terri- 
tory from  BpaiQ  1  I  can  see  no  objection,  even 
should  we  believe  that  France  would  eventually 

St  the  monef  we  pa^  to  Spain,  to  our  making 
a  parchase  in  qnestioo.  But  is  it  unusual  for 
two  nations,  in  close  alliance,  to  consult  each 
other  as  to  their  transactions  with  a  third  Power  1 
la  it  not,  on  the  contrary,  the  constant  practice  to 
do  sol  The  alliance  may  be  such  that  Spain 
cannot  alter  her  territorial  situation  without  the 
consent  of  France.  And  is  this  a  reason  wbv  we 
ahoold  not  make  a  fair  proposition  to  Spam  to 

furchase  territory  which  she  has  and  we  want? 
t  cannot  be ;  there  is  no  foundation  for  this  ob- 

Hr.  Speaker,  1  tbink  it  proper  here  to  state,  that 
there  waa  no  part  of  ray  condact  such  as  to  au- 
thorize aoT  man  to  say  the  measure  I  Toied  for 
was  calculated  to  bribe  any  nation.  This  was 
not  my  intention;  it  was  not  the  inteniian  of  a 
mnjomr  of  thb  House ;  and  snch  an  allegation 
cannot  be  belieTed  by  the  public  or  by  any  unpre- 
judiced or  candid  individuBl.  I  have  only  one 
other  remark  to  offer,  in  regard  to  an  observation 
made  by  ihe  same  gentleman  from  Virginia,  (Mr. 
Randolpb,)  that  the  ground  we  have  taken  is 
ealcalaled  to  sbowa  dastardly  spirit  towards  Spain 
or  France,  and  to  present  a  hostile  altitude  to- 
wards Britain.  I  do  not  consider  it  in  that  point 
of  view.  1  do  not  think  the  conduct  of  Spain  re- 
quires from  us  the  manifestation  of  any  hostile 
inteniian.  That  Government  does  not  appear  to 
hate  authorized,  and  her  public  officers  have  dis- 
avowed, the  aggressions  alluded  lo.  It  is  well 
known,  however,  that  we  did  take  an  attitude  to- 
wards that  nation  calculated  to  show  a  determin- 
ation on  our  part  to  repel  egeressions.  Our  sol- 
diers were  ordered  to  patrol  the  eounlr^,  and  they 
did  so,  without  meeting  with  any  hostile  opposi- 
tion from  Spain.  There  is  no  ground,  then,  to 
believe  that  either  Spain  has  a  hostile  intention 
towards  this  country,  or  to  ssy  that  we  have  been 
disposed  lo  shrink  from  taking  a  manly  position, 
or  that  we  have  manifested  a  dastardly  conduct 
towards  her.  With  regard  to  FraocCj  I  will  only 
say  that  1  know  of  no  diSerences  existing  between 
the  United  States  and  that  nation.  And  bo  far  as 
regards  Qreat  Britain,  it  is  fully  known  to  the 
puhlic  what  her  conduct  was  towards  us,  and 
what  measures  we  have  adopted  in  this  House,  in 
regard  lo  her,  on  which  I  have  already  delivered 
my  sentiments,  and  shall  not  here  again  repeat 

Mr.  Kellt.— I  did  not  expect  to  offer  any  ar- 
gumenis  either  in  favor  of,  or  in  opposition  to,  the 
decisions  lately  made,  from  which  there  has  been 
an  appeal ;  but,  as  that  appeal  has  been  made,  ] 
rise,  not  for  the  purpose  of  going  into  any  wide 
argument,  or  of  accusing  any  set  of  men,  but  for 
the  purpose  of  justifying  myself  and  the  vote 
which  I  shall  now  give,  as  well  as  that  which  I 
have  given.  It  has  been  said  on  this  floor,  with 
open  doors,  thai  the  reason  of  giving  money  was 


prevent  the  necessity  of  raising  a  standing 
array  ;  and  ihnt  it  was  beiier  to  streQEiben  the  arm 
of  the  Executive  with  money  than  by  a  standing 
force.  Frofn  this,  it  might  be  inferred  that  thr 
reasoning,  on  the  part  of  the  minority,  went  to 
raising  a  standing  army.  As  I  voted  with  the 
minority  on  this  occasion,  I  will  briefly  state  some- 
oftbe  reasons  wliich  influeoced  my  vote.  It  is 
order  to  say  anythTng  relative  to  the  con- 
fidential message,  bat  it  is  perfectly  in  order  to' 
k  of  the  message  delivered  at  the  opening  of 
session ;  and  1  believe  it  is  perfectly  fair  to' 
say  that  there  was  no  occurrence  between  the' 
third  day  of  December,  when  the  public  message 
was  delivered,  and  the  sixth,  when  the  conQden- 
sage  was  received,  to  change  the  circum- 
in  which  we  were  previously  pieced.  I 
lie  in  favor  of  the  publication  ofthia  mes- 
sage as  being  the  ground-work  of  the  proceed' 
ings  we  have  adopted  in  secret.  I  wish  it  pub- 
lished, that  the  public  may  judge  whether  those 
proceedings  were  consonant  to  this  message  or 
not.  I  should  wish  the  public  to  see  whether  the 
part  taken  by  the  minority,  or  the  measures  of 
the  majority,  are  the  most  consonant  with  it.  Tff 
enable  the  people  accurately  to  judge,  I  think  It 
essential  that  it  should  be  published,  as  ihe  Ex- 
ecutive branch  of  the  Government  is  presumed  to 
be  the  best  acquainted  with  ont  foreign  relations. 
The  Message  of  the  President,  at  the  opening  of 
the  session,  specialty  mentioned  and  designated 
Spain.  It  informed  us  that  "Inroads  have  been 
'  recently  made  into  the  Territory  of  Orleans  and 
'  the  Mississippi ;  our  citizens  have  been  seized, 
'  and  their  property  plundered,  in  the  very  parts 
'  of  the  former  which  had  been  delivered  up  by 
'  Spain,  and  this  by  the  regular  officers  and  sol- 
'  diers  of  that  Oovemment."  The  message  also 
advised  us  that  something  was  necessary  to  be 
done.  It  said  that  some  of  these  aggressions 
might,  perhaps,  admit  of  a  peaceable  remedy,  but 
that  others  could  be  met  by  force  alone.  That 
message,  it  will  be  allowed  on  all  hands,  called 
loudly  for  efficient  measures  on  the  part  of  the 
Qovernmeni;  for  taking  against  Spain,  if  not  a 
hostile,  at  least  a  defensive  posture;  and  I  will 
nndertake  to  say  that  nothing  which  lias  occurred 
in  secret,  lend eu  to  inculcate  the  propriety  of  a 
diflerent  course;  nor  could  there  be  anything; 
for  the  one  message  so  quickly  followed  the  other, 
as  not  to  allow  time  for  any  intervening  circum- 
stances. What  followed  1  A  report  of  a  coia- 
mitlee,  stating  the  aggressions  of  this  Power  to  be 
of  a  most  atroeioas  nature  ;  not  recommending  a 
war  to  check  the  rising  growth  and  prosperity  of 
the  coontry,  but  recomraending  that  a  certain 
number  of  troops  should  be  raised,  at  the  discretion 
of  the  President  of  the  United  States,  to  repel  the 
insults  that  might  be  offered,  and  to  chastise  those 
who  offered  them.    This  measure  appeared  to  be 


be  the  more  necessary,  as  we  had  information  of 
the  collecting  of  a  considerable  force  in  the  pror- 
inces  of  Spain,  and  ai  Pensacola.  For  these  rea- 
sons, it  appeared  to  me  deairaUe  that  such  a  forct 
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ahould  b«  raiseil,  as  the  President  might  deem  ne- 
cessary. This  was  Doi  creaiio^  a  standing  army. 
The  number  of  Uoops  to  be  rajsed  was  to  be  left 
entirely  to  tiis  discretion.  The  resoluiioa  propo«7 
ed  is  as  follows : 

Raahtd,  Tbat  tudi  number  oS  troop*,  not  exceed- 
ing   ,  u  the  Fiendent  of  tbs  UqIIcJ  State*  ihall 

deem  nifficient  to  protert  the  BouEbern  froolien  of  ^e 
tJnited  State*  &om  Bpanirii  inroad  and  iniolt,  and  to 
cha*li*e  tbe  same,  be  uamedialely  raised- 
It  has  been  alleged  thai  Ibe  militia  would  have 
been  compelent  ta  defend  Tint  franlieTj  but  this 
coutd  not  prevail  on  me  lo  abandon  ibe  measure, 
as  1  could  not  think  it  proper  thai  the  militia,  even 
if  competent,  should  be  forced  out  Into  so  un- 
beaitby  a  service.  The  tesolutioa  embraced  no 
other  idea  but  ibat  the  standing  force  in  that  qoar- 
Ui  should  be  strengthened.  I  considered  this  safe 
and  proper,  to  make  provision  for  cases  which 
niighl  arise.  1  could  not  believe  that  the  militia 
would  be  compelent  to  defend  the  country.  They 
are  too  remotely  aitnated,  and  the  country  too 
aickly  ;  and  iheonlyjnsicalculation  was,  that  they 
would  have  found  their  graves  there.  It  was  not 
contended  that  a  large  arm^  was  necessary,  but 
that  it  would  be  lequiiite,  id  case  the  Spanish 
troops  should  be  superior  lo  ours,  to  raise  a  few 

These  are  the  reasons  that  induced  me  to  vote 
for  ibe  resolution.  I  bad  others.  We  were  in- 
formed of  the  necessity  of  bavins  additional  land 
Wteries,  of  putting  our  porta  and  narbors  in  a  state 
of  defence,  and  of  building  an  additional  number 
of  gunboats.  If  these  measures  were  carried  into 
efiect,  I  thought,  as  militia  would  not  be  compe- 
tent lo  these  objects,  It  would  be  requisite  to  have 
an  addition  i^ade  to  our  troops.  Uaiier  all  these 
circumstances,  1  was  in  favor  of  empowering  the 
Piesidenttoraieeasmalt  number  of  troops.  But, 
wliile  I  was  in  favor  of  this  measure.  I  was  as 
Htronglv  opposed  as  any  man  on  this  floor  to  any- 
thing nke  a  large  standing  army.  I  wiU  never 
^naent  lo  such  a  measure,  without  an  urgent  ne- 
cessity for  iL 

X  WM  opposed  to  the  measure  adopted  by  the 
House  on  many  grounds.  It  appeared  by  the  re- 
port of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  that  there  was 
not  in  the  Treasury  more  than  a  surplus  million 
of  dollars.  I  considered  it  improper,  when  we 
were  threatened  from  every  quarter,  to  lay  a  magic 
hand  on  the  two  millions  appropriated — to  antici- 
pate the  receipts  of  revenue  by  a  million  of  dol- 
lars— and  thus  drain  the  Treasury,  when  money 
might  soon  he  wanted  for  the  most  urgent  piur* 
poses. 

I  was  opposed  lo  it  on  another  ground — it  did 
not  appear  for  what  purpose  it  was  to  be  applied. 
It  is  true,  I  beard  one  gentleman  say,  it  was  in  cor- 
lespondence  with  tbe  secret  wishes  of  the  Presi- 
dent ;  but  I  could  pay  no  regard  to  that  declaration. 
We  had  before  us  no  communication,  either  pub- 
lic or  private,  which  declared  that  it  was  either 
with  Spain  or  France  that  the  negotiation  was  to 
be  carried  on;  nor  had  we  any  reason  for  enler- 
tainiog  the  idea  that  the  two  millions,  whether 
they  are  gone  or  ^oi,  would  make  one  fatihing's 


difierence.  It  was  necessary  for  me,  voiiitg  <hi 
this  occasion,  to  see  the  necessity  and  proprieiy  of 
the  measure.  We  had  been  told,  in  the  Mes»^ 
of  the  President,  that  the  negoliation  with  Spain 
had  come  to  an  issue,  and  that  that  issue  was  not 
favorable ;  but  we  had  received  no  infariDBti<»a 
that  Spain  was  disposed  to  adjust  her  difisrences 
with  U3  respecting  boundaries.  We  had,  oa  the. 
contrary,  different  information.  Neither  had  we 
any  intimation  ifaal  the  contemplated  nwotJatioo. 
would  be  agreeable  to  Spain,  or  to  tbe  Piesideiit 
of  the  United  Suies.  Was  it,  then,  proper  for  the 
House  or  myself  lo  vot^  for  approptialing  two 
millions  of  dollars — for  the  Lord  knows  vAat— 
when  it  neither  appeared  from  any  communicar 
tion  from  the  President,  or  from  anv  other  official 
source,  to  be  desirable  1  (f  we  bad  Dad  such  inli- 
matioD  from  the  PresideDt,what  security  was  then: 
that  the  negotiation  would.harebeea  njade  1  And 
I  am  iaclioed  to  believe  that  I  should  bave  be^ 
opposed  to  its  having  been  entered  upon.  Wha^ 
gave  rise  to  the  first  purchase)    The  right  of  de- 

Eusit  stipulated  by  treaty  to  us  bad  been  refused, 
t  is  well  known  that  a  consid^Ue  number  of 
vessels  came  down  tbe  Mississippi,  which,  from 
their  peculiar  construction,  could  not  reach  the 
ocean;  and  thenceresulted  tbe  necessity  of  aptac«. 
of  deposit.  The  refusal  of  that  right  firslgave  rise 
to  the  idea  of  a  purchase.  We  got  possession  of 
New  Orleans,  ana  of  tbe  rivet,  and  found  ourselvea 
also  possessed  of  a  strip  of  land  on  the  other  side 
of  it,  after  having  thought  we  ba4  porcbased  West 
Florida.  And  when  i  find,  instead  of  this,  wft 
have  been  swindled  oul  of  out  money,  1  am  tm- 
willing  lo  negotiate  again,  and  give  away  the  pnb* 
lie  treasure.  Even  after  this  shall  have  been  done, 
it  will  beeitremely  easy  for  Fraoce  or  someoihat 
Qoveromem  to  raise  a  difficulty,  and  daim  an 
additional  sum  for  its  adjustmeoL  Was  '■  not 
believed,  on  the  part  of  our  Qovernment,  that  we 
had  made  a  fair  purchase,  not  only  to  tbe  Rio 
Bravo  in  one  direction,  but  to  the  Perdido  in  the 
other? 

I  had  another  reason  against  this  measure.  I 
thought  this  an  improper  time  to  accomplish  it. 
Having  already  got  the  navigation  of  the  Missia- 
sippi  and  the  island  of  New  Orleau^'I  ihoaght  it 
most  advisable  to  delay  the  negotiation  till  a  gon- 
erai  peace^  when  we  might  make  an  enga^meut 
with  Spain  as  an  independent  nation,  and  have 
some  assurance  that  the  nation  which  sold  would 
be  able  to  guarantee  tl^e  country.  On  these  grounds 
I  voted  in  favor  of  the  resolution  reported  by  the 
select  committee,  and  against  the  measure  adoptett 
by  the  House. 

I  have  thought  if  proper  to  assign  these  reasouL 
that  aU  may  understand  tbe  grounds  on  which  I 
voted.  And  this  eonsideraiion  will  justify  me  in 
voting  to  give  publicity  to  the  Message,  that  the 
public  may  see  what  is  the  ground-work  of  the 
measures  we  bave  taken.  Lwish  the  nation  to  see 
whether  that  Message  recommended  taking  tbe 
ground  which  we  have  assumed,  or  that  which  »« 
refused  to  take. 

Mr.  J.  Clay.— I  must  say  that  the  observations 
which  have  fallen  from  my  coUeafue,  and  other 
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eatlemen  wbo  have  taken  a  fart  ia  the  debuei 
ve  sironglf  impressed  me  wiih  the  propriety  of 
theiDOtion  under  coosi  deration.  There  appears 
to  be  a  material  diSereoceof  opiniouas  to  the  true 
caostruction  of  the  Message  and  ibe  documents 
Comrauoicated  by  the  President.  It  is  appaienl 
that  I  understand  those  commuQica  lions  in  one 
war,  and  my  colleague  in  another.  We  have  been 
told  that  DQe  nation  (France)  has  heen  improp- 
erly dragged  into  this  diecussioq.  The  Message 
of  the  President  ought,  in  my  opinion,  to  he  puo- 
lislied,  lo  show  that  this  is  not  so.  There  are  other 
sources  o(  differences  of  opinion  which  can  ooly 
be  understood  by  giving  publicity  to  the  Message. 
Gentleman  have  goQe  into  a  long  detail  of  the  ino- ' 
tives  which  governed  them,  in  the  votes  which ' 
they  have  given.  It  is  not  necessajv  for  me  to  imi- 
tate the  eiample  they  have  set.  I  hope,  when  my 
motives  are  called  is  question,  it  will  be  before  the 
public,  and  not  here.  I  shall  be  ready  to  defend 
them,  by  al!  the  means  I  possess,  the  vote  of  this 
Hoose  DOiwiibstanding.    I  believed,  when  tb#  ia- 

{'unciioD  of  secrecy  was  rerapved,  it  was  removed 
rom  our  proceediogs ;  and  I  considered  all  that 
was  Wd  before  this  House  as  so  far  my  property 
that  I  had  a  right  lo  iLse  it  in  my  defence.  We 
have  been  told  there  is  one  for  voting  against  ibe 
leaotution— that  a  standing  armj;  was  proposed  to 
be  raised  by  it,  while  the  militia  would  have  an- 
swered every  useful  purpose.  This  may  be  a  very 
good  and  popular  argument,  but  we  have  been 
within  a  few  days  told,  from  the  same  quarter,  that 
it  ia  necessary  to  have  a  Brigadier  Qeaeral  in  the . 
Armies  of  ihe  Uivted  States,  lo  defend  one  of  these 
yery  Provinces  attacked  by  Spain.  Some  allu- 
uoa  has  been  made  to  a  conversation  held  out  of 
doors,and  my  colleague  has  shown  somesqueam- 
isbuess  to  act  00  such  authoritv.  But  I  will  ask 
bim,  if  he  invariably  makes  up  his  votes  fcom  o£h- ' 
cial  documents  laid  on  this  table,  aad  whether  he 
does  not  sometimes  travel  ontof  the  recordi  When' 
a  genilemau  tells  you  such  and  such  a  ibiog,  in 
which  ihe  honor  of^tbe  uatioo  is  implicated,  otight 
b«  to  be  considered  as  out  of  order?  Was  it  not 
Uadoty  to  ^ve  that  information  to  the  House? 
I  will  say,  if  I  had  been  acquainted  with  these 
thin^  my  doubts  as  to  the  propriety  of  the  appro- 
priMion  of  two  millions  would  have  been  much 
Increased.  Permit  me  here  \o  observe,  (hat  when 
aceotleman  intimated  that  the  money  was  already 

foue  an(  of  the  country,  no  man  in  his  senses  could 
are  dreamt  that  it  was  intended  to  assert  that  it 
was  sent  out  in  so  loany  actual  Spanish  milled 
doUars. 

Does  Ihe  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  when  bf 
iaftHms  U3  there  are  so  maoy  dollars  in  the  Treas- 
ury, mean  to  say  there  are  so  many  round  silver 
dollar*  there  1  No;  he  ooly  means  to  say  we  have 
a  credit  lo  such  an  amount.  So,  with  regard  to 
our  traasactiaus  with  Spain;  1  understand  that 
our  credit  is  in  Hollaod,  and  that  the  fund  is  cre- 
ated there  from  which  we  are  to  draw.  Is  not 
this,  to  all  intents  and  purposes,  the  same  as  trans- 
mitting the  moaey  to  Holland?  When  a  mau 
pays  a  debt,  is  it  to  be  supposed  that  he  carries 
tha  actual  iloUars  with  bim  'i    To  say  the  least  of 


such  an  objection,  it  is  a  mere  quibble.  As  there 
is  a  mnieria]  difference  of  opinion  as  to  the  con- 
strticiioQ  of  the  documents  and  the  Message  of  the 
President,  it  is  a  duty  which  we  owe  lo  ourselvea 
to  lay  before  the  people  all  the  iofMmation  on 
whicL  we  acted,  that  we  may  stand  justified  or 
condemned  by  it  before  them. 

Mr.  Eppes. — 1  rejoice  that  the  period  has  at 
length  arrived,  when  our  public  conduct  is  to  be 
submitted  to  the  people — when,  what  has  been, 
done  in  our  Representative  capacity  is  to  be  col- 
lected, Dot  from  eloquent  representations  on  this 
floor  of  what  other  geailemen  would  not  do,  but 
from  the  Record  of  our  proceedings.  The  secret 
is  out— the  bubble  has  burst— and  gentlemen  find 
themselves  and  the  public  disappoiated.  I  con- 
sider ihe  publication  of  the  Secret  Journal  aa  an 
appeal  lo  tlie  people.  I  am  willing  to  indulge  gen- 
tlemen in  making  it  as  perfect  as  tbeycaq.  IsliaU 
vote  for  the  amendment  of  the  gentletnan  boxcy 
Virginia,  or  for  any  other  calculated  to  bring  this 
subject  fairly  before  those  to  whom  we  are  re- 
sponsible for  our  conduct  The  Journal  is  the  best 
answer  to  [heir  speeches.  Amend  it  as  they  will, 
they  cannot  realize  the  public  expectations.  Its 
publication,  1  firmly  believe,  will  excite  no  senti- 
ment but  surprise.  On  the  day  the  injunciioa  of 
secrecy  was  taken  off,  your  doors  were  crowded 
with  personsaniiauslooear  this  tremendous  secret. 
1  witnessed  nothing  but  disappointment.  Congress 
has  appropriated  two  millions  of  dollars  to  bur 
Florida  1  Is  this  all  1  Have  you  not  confiscated 
the  public  debt,  or^  at  any  event,  the  Louisiana 
stock  1  Most  certainly  you  have  voted  money  to 
bribe  Talleyrand.  No,  1  assure  you  we  have  qoae 
nothing  more  than  appropriate  two  mtllioi^.  of 
dollarsTot  the  purchase  of  Florida,  in  a  law  con- 
taining precisely  the  same  words  with  the  one 
passedfor  that  purpose  in  the  year  1803,  and  sap- 
portefl  by  the  very  persons  who  have  denounced 
this  measure.  Gentlemen  have  attempted  to  draw 
a  disiioction  between  the  situation  of  the  United 
States  in  the  year  1803  and  in  the  year  1806.  I 
am  not  so  uncandid  as  to  say  that  the  present  dif- 
ferences with  Spain  are  precisely  such  as  we  had 
in  the  year  1803,  This^  however,  I  will  say,  that 
every  objection  urged  against  the  present  appro- 
priation applies  with  equal  force  to  the  measure  of 
1803.  Let  us  examine  what  was  the  situation  of 
Ihe  United  States  with  Spain  at  these  Iwoperiod)^ 

In  the  year  1803,  Spain  had  commiited  spolia- 
liderable  amount. 


part  refused.  She  had  cut  off  the  whole  West- 
ern country,  from  aii  outlet  to  the  ocean,  by  pro- 
hibiting a  deposit  at  Orleans,  and  refu^ngto  assign 
an  equivalentoneelsewhere,as3lipu!ateirhy  treaty. 
The  remedy  adopted  by  the  collected  wisdom  of 
the  nation,  was,  holding  in  readiness  a  deiachment 
of  militia,  and  making  a  secret  appropriation  to 
buy  Florida. 

1b  the  year  1806,  Spain  had  refused  an  amica- 
ble ai^ustment  of  limits— had  refused  to  pay  spo- 
liations on  our  commerce — had  in  one  instance 


violated  our  territory.    The  remedy  resorted  to, 
has  been  to  hold  in  readiness  a  detachment  of 
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D  of  the  nation  at  Iheae 
tvo  periods.  Whelber  at  either  period,  the  wisest 
course  has  been  pursued,  I  shall  not  attempt  to 
prove.  In  both  cases  the  nation  adopted  the  same 
principle.  To  avoid  war  if  possible,  and  to  pur- 
chase  (erritory,  rather  than  to  fight  for  il.  All 
the  strong  objections  urged  againit  the  measure 
at  present  adopted,  apply  with  equal  force  to  the 
measure  adopted  in  1803.  The  two  laws  contain 
precisely  the  same  words,  and  neither  specify  the 
object  ofappropriation.  The  law  of  1803  was  pass- 
ed in  secret,  with  closed  doors.  The  law  of  1806 
was  passed  in  tbe  same  manner.  The  appropria- 
tion ID  1803  was  not  recommended  by  the  Kx- 
ecutive,  but  founded  on  a  resolution  submiEleil  by 
a  member  of  the  House  of  Representatives.  The 
appropiiation  in  1806,  was  doc  recommended  by 
the  BxecoIiTe,  but  founded  on  a  resolution  submit- 
ted by  a  member  of  the  House  of  Representaiires 
also.  The  object  of  the  appropriation  in  the  year 
1803,  concealed  from  the  people  twelve  months;  in 
the  year  1806,  made  public  in  a  few  weeks !  Gen- 
tlemen may  draw  nice  distinctions,  but  tbey  will 
find  it  difficult  to  make  the  people  believe,  that  the 
measure  adopted  in  1803,  was  wise  and  virtuons, 
and  tbe  same  measure  in  1806,  infamous.  1  ap- 
peal with  confidence  to  the  people :  they  will  and 
must  see,  that  this  is  the  very  same  measure 
adopted  three  years  ago,  without  noise,  in  a  law 
containing  the  same  wor^s,  passed  in  secret  in 
the  same  manner,  and  supported  by  the  very  per- 
sons who  have  den  ounce  d  this  measure. 

When,  however,  this  measure  shall  be  fairly 
brought  before  the  public,  it  will  be  found,  that 
not  withstanding  the  noise  and  clamor  which 
has  been  made,  the  difference  between  the  ma- 
jority and  the  minority  on  this  question  is  not 
very  considerable.  Every  member  of  the  House 
of  Represenlaiives  admitted  the  necessity  of  do- 
ing something.  What  were  the  remedies  within 
our  reach?  1st.  To  declare  war.  2d.  Either  to 
increase  our  standing  armv  for  tbe  pnrpose  of 
sttenstbeQing  our  posts,  or  holding  in  readiness  a 
detachment  of  militia.  3d.  To  exchange  territo- 
ry, or  to  purchase. 

As  to  thefirst  of  these,declaring  war,  no  member 
of  the  House  of  Representatives  wished  to  pu 
that  course.  The  gentleman  from  Virginia  cer- 
tainly did  noL  His  report  speaks  only  the  lan- 
guage of  peace  ;  all  the  evils  of  war  to  this  coun- 
try, are  dwelt  on  in  that  report  with  care  and 
labor.  If,  however,  we  had  not  this  proof,  that  he 
did  not  wish  for  war  with  Spaio.  he  has  given 
unequivocal  proofs  of  it  in  his  arguments  on  ano- 
ther question.  Awarwith  Spain,  we  know,  must 
be  a  war  with  Spain  and  France  combined. 
Tbey  are  joined  by  alliance  offensive  and  defen- 
sive. To  a  war  against  France  and  Spain  com- 
bined, all  the  objections  urced  against  war  with 
Enelaod,  would  apply  with  full  force.  If  war 
witn  England  would  have  increased  Executive 
patronage,  and  endangered  the  Constitution  and 
the  liberty  of  tbe  people,  so  also  would  war  with 
France  and  Spain  combined— we  put  war  aside, 


therefore,  as  a  course  which  no  man  wished  lo 
pursue.  The  next  course  was  either  to  ineretse 
our  standing  troops,  or  to  hold  in  readiness  a  de- 
tachment of  militia.  Here  was  room  foran  hoa- 
est  diversity  of  opinion.  A  majority  of  the  Hoose 
preferred  depending  on  a  militia.  1  was  of  that 
number.  1  thought  the  standing  troops  in  thai 
country  sufficient  for  tbe  protection  of  it,  nnlen 
Spain  determined  to  force  a  war.  Subsequent 
events  have  shown  tbe  correctness  of  that  opin- 
ion. No  violation  of  territory  has  taken  place 
since  the  ease  of  the  Eemplers,  except  by  twenty 
Spaniards,  who  crossed  (he  Sabine,  and  were 
driven  off  by  the  American  troops.  The  next 
course  was  either  to  exchange  territorjr,  or  a 
purchase.  A  majority  of  the  Hoase  were  in  fiv« 
of  both.  I  was  of  that  number.  On  the  east  ait 
of  the  Mississippi  there  was  territory  to  which 
Spain  had  an  undoubted  right ;  there  was  terri- 
tory to  which  the  United  Slates  had  an  undoubted 
right ;  and  there  was  territory  which  Spain  ami 
the  United  Stales  both  claimed.  On  the  west 
side  of  the  .Uississip^^  the  sitQation  was  the  same. 
Each  nation  had  an  undoubted  right  to  territory, 
and  there  was  territory  claimed.by  both.  Il  wai 
not  lo  be  supposed  that  Spain,  white  she  held  tbe 
territory  to  the  east  of  the  Perdldo,  would  be 
disposed  to  relinquish  the  claim  which  she  sets 
up  to  the  country  between  the  Perdido  and  Mis- 
sissippi. It  was  necessary  to  purchase  the  ter- 
ritory to  the  east  of  the  Perdido,  to  which  Spain 
has  an  undoubted  ri^ht,  and  after  disposing  of 
which,  it  would  certainly  be  her  interest  to  re- 
linquish her  claim  between  the  Perdido  and  Mis- 
sissippi, on  obtaining  an  equivalent  surrender  on 
the  part  of  tbe  United  States  to  claims  west  of 
tbe  Mississippi.  I  see  nothing  diahonoiable  in  ibis 
transaction,  and  really  it  appears  lo  me  that  the 
difference  oelween  the  majority  and  miaortty  ii 
narrowed  down  to  this:  The  majority  were  in 
favor  of  militia.  The  minority  of  standing  troops. 
The  majority  were  in  favor  of  exchange  and  of 
purchase.  The  minority  in  favor  of  exchange 
only. 

On  the  importance  of  Florida  lo  the  United 
States,  I  shall  not  say  anything.  Tbe  foes  to  ihis 
measure  haveadmilted  its  importance  in  thefnll- 
esi  exient.  and  their  willingness  to  acquire  it  on 
fair  Bod  honorable  terms.  All  their  objections 
have  been  made  not  to  the  purchase  but  la  the 
mode.  It  is  said  we  have  appropriated  money 
not  for  the  purchase  of  Florida,  but  to  indaea 
France  to  bully  Spain  oni  of  her  right. 

On  this  subject,  I  have  never  had  but  one  opin- 
ion. I  have  always  believed,  and  I  still  believe, 
that  the  money  will  be  fairly  employed  in  pot- 
chasing  Florida  of  the  righful  owner.  The  geo- 
llemaa  from  Virginia  will  do  me  the  justice  to 
recollect,  that  I  held  this  language  with  closed 
doors.  I  hold  it  now  in  the  presence  of  the  peo- 
ple. Thai  Prance  may  ultimately  get  the  mooey 
IS  highly  pTobablCj  and  why?  Has  not  thejen- 
ileman  from  Virginia  told  Qs  the  sovereignty  of 
Spain  is  annihilated,  that  the  powers  of  ber  Min- 
ister are  signed  Charles  Maurice  Talieyrandl 
But  of  what  importance  is  it  to  ns  what  becomes 
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of  the  monef  we  pay  Spain  ?  Are  we  to  become 
the  guardians  or  SpaiaT  Shall  we  not  purchase 
a  lenitory  imporlaat  totlieUDited  Slates,  because 
Spaiu  may  be  bullied  or  cheated  out  of  the  mo- 
ney she  receives  from  us7  If  Spain  ia  really  ici 
such  a  degraded  stale  that  she  has  do  will  of  ber 
own,  has  Her  conduct  towards  the  Uaiied  Stales 
been  such,  as  to  induce  us  not  to  avail  ouiselves 
of  the  situation  in  whicb  we  find  her  7  For  my 
own  part,  I  care  not  what  use  Spain  makes  of  the 
money  paid  to  her  for  Florida.  It  is  of  no  impor' 
tance  to  me  as  a  Represeotaiive,  nor  to  the  peo- 
ple. That  the  purcliase  wilt  be  fairly  made  of 
Spain,  I  have  no  doubt.  The  Government  dare 
not  employ  it  in  any  other  way. 

I  shall  vote  for  amending  the  Joornal,  by 
inseriinz  the  Message,  I  know,  however,  that 
this  will  ncit  satisfy  the  gentlemen.  They  will 
next  want  the  correspondence  of  our  foreign  Min- 
isters, and  this  they  know  cannot  he  printed.  I 
am  willing^  with  these  observations,  to  trust  my 
conduct  with  those  by  whom  1  am  elected.  A 
Bepreseniative  is  not  responsible  for  the  wisdom 
of  measures.  All  he  isanswersblefor,  isanhonest 
exercise  of  his  judgment.  On  the  present,  as  on 
every  other  oecasion,  I  am  certain,  I  have  hon- 
estly eiercised  for  the  public  good,  that  undei- 
siandinewhich  God  and  nature  bestowed  on  me. 
Mr.J.RANDOLPH.—Iiisnot  my  wish,  Mr.  Speak- 
er, to  trespass  on  the  patience  of  the  House.  But  I 
tbink  it  necessary  to  explain  what  I  am  sure  the 
House  have  not  well  unoerstood  ;  for  my  positions 
have  been  grossly  perverted,  whether  inteniionBlly 
or  not  1  will  not  anderlake  to  say.  Genilemen 
opposed  to  us  act  a  ver^  strange  and  inconsistent 
part.  They  will  not  give  credit  to  a  private  in- 
dividual as  to  a  conversation  had  with  a  head  of 
department.  I  do  not  wish  them.  I  only  stated 
that  conversation  as  a  reason  for  saying  that  I  had 
withdrawn  my  confidence.  And  will  gentlemen 
say  I  am  bound,  when  evidence  has  come  to  my 
private  knowledge,  which  is  sufficient  to  damn 
any  man,  to  legislate  on  a  principle  of  confidence  ? 
When  I  tind  misrepresentations  made  to  the  pub- 
lic and  insinuations  of  the  most  despicable  kind  on 
this  floor,  1  come  out,  and  call  on  any  man  to  deny 
what  1  have  slated.  They  cannot— ibey  dare 
not— for  I  take  it  for  framed  no  man  will  declare 
in  the  face  of  the  nation  a  wilful  falsehood.  But 
while  gentlemen  will  not  mve  credit  to  what  has 
fallen  from  one  individual,  they  have  no  hesita- 
tion in  giving  credit  to  an  individual  member  for 
the  whole  course  of  the  Government.  My  opinion 
is,  that  the  Government  knowing  the  caveat  enter- 
ed by  Spain,  and  that  Laussat  was  not  authorized 
to  receive  the  country  from  Spain,  which  ihey 
claim,  and  ihat  France  refused  to  deliver  it  by 
metes  and  boundaries — 1  say,  my  opinion  is  that 
the  claim  of  Spain  to  the  country  between  tl 
Mississippi  and  the  Perdido  is  a  Rood  claim  ;  ao 
I  adduce  this  as  one  instance  o?  misconduct  r 
the  ^rt  of  the  Government.  Bui  this  is  only  t 
opinion  of  my  own.  The  Government,  on  tl 
contrary,  lay  claim  to  the  country,  and  press  the 
claim  abroad.  When  the  Executive  say  we  b&\ . 
a  right  to  the  country,  the  question  is,  whether, 


when  they  have  taken  that  ground,  you  will  give 
them  money  to  buy  (be  country,  or  in  other  words, 
to  buy  peace  ?  I  say  no.  If,  on  the  contrary,  the 
Government  bad  shown  the  validity  of  the  claim 
of  Spain,  I  should  not,  perhaps,  have  hesituted  to 
give  the  money.  I  do  not  aosolutely  say  that  I 
should.  While  gentlemen  say  the  opinion  of  an 
individual  is  not  to  be  relied  on,  they  justify  the 
Government  by  that  opinion,  at  the  same  lime  that 
the  Government  tell  you  their  opinion  is  directly 
opposite.  If  the  Government  had  acted  on  those 
principles,  the  case  would  be  directly  the  reverse 
uf  what  it  is.  But  they  decided  that  the  country 
did  belong  to  the  United  Slates,  and  they  are  bound 
to  act  on  this  principle,  or  magnanimously  aban- 
don it.  I  hope,  therefore,  hereaHer,  that  gentlemen 
will  justify  tne  Government  in  its  foreign  relations 
on  the  principles  avowed  by  it,  and  not  on  princt- 
ciples  of  a  hostile  nature. 

In  my  opinion  it  is  of  the  first  importance  that 
the  Message  should  be  published,  from  a  material 
fact  which  took  place  in  this  House.  A  member 
in  his  place  told  yon  that  the  course  recommended 
by  a  particular  individual  was  consonant  with  the 
secret  wishesof  the  Executive.  I  did  then  repre- 
hend that  language,  as  the  most  unconstitutional 
and  reprehensible  ever  uttered  on  this  floor.  1  did 
believe  that  the  people  of  the  United  States  possess- 
ed as  free  a  constitution  as  the  British  people,  and 
I  had  hoped  more  free;  and  I  knew  that  such  lan- 
guase  had  In  the  British  Parliament  been  consid- 
eredas  reprehensible,  and  had  brought  forward k 
vote  of  indignation  in  that  body,    f  allude  to  the 


reprobated  this  oack-stairs'  influence,  this  double 
dealing,  the  sending  one  Message  for  the  journals 
and  newspapers,  and  another  in  whispers  to  this 
House.  I  shall  always  reprobate  such  language, 
and  consider  it  unworthy  of  any  man  holding  a 
seat  in  this  Honse.  I  had  always  before  flattered 
myself  that  it  would  be  a  thousand  years  hence 
before  our  institutions  would  have  given  birth  to 
these  CbarlesJenkinsons  in  politics.  Ididnotex* 
pect  them  at  this  time  of  day,  and  I  now  declare  it 
important,  in  my  opinJOOj  that  the  Message  should 
be  published,  that  the  public  may  be  enabled  to 
compare  the  official,  with  the  inofficial  Message 
which  decided  the  vote. 

There  is  another  reason  for  its  publication.  The 
gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  has  said  there  is  no 
mention  uf  Fiaoce  on  the  journals;  and  thai  we 
have  DO  cause  of  complaint  against  France.  I 
wish  the  publication  of  tOe  Message  to  prove  what 
causesof  complaint  we  have  against  France.  Let 
men  of  sense  lake  a  view  of  all  the  papers,  and  I 
am  willing  to  abide  the  issue.  It  is  said  France 
hasdone  usno  injury— that  the  bubble  isburst.  We 
are  told  that  [his  is  a  plain  answer  to  all  the  speech- 
es made  on  this  floor.  Permit  me  to  say,  the  gen- 
tleman (Mr.  Eppes)  has  given  a  plain  answer  to 
all  the  speeches  delivered  on  this  floor — it  was  im- 
possible to  have  given  a  plainer  answer  to  them. 
He  says  I  will  voie  with  you,  but  1  will  make  a 
speech  against  you.  Permit  me  to  say,  this  is  the 
first  timet  would  t       -■'^-   '        '    "-' ^-- 


uld  not  rather  have  had  his  v 
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his  speech.  After  thia  speech  there  caa  be  no 
doubt  as  lo  (be  issue  of  the  quesiion.  I  will  go  fur- 
ther— afler  ibe  BdjourcimeQt  oo  Saturdaf  there 
could  be  no  doubt.  Saturday,  il  seems,  is  an  ud- 
forlanate  day,  on  which  do  eipedition  is  to  be 
nndettaken,  no  forlorn  hope  conducted. 

The  same  gentlemaa  has  said  that  we  pursued 

Erecisely  the  same  course  in  1803  as  in  1806,  and 
)r  obiaining  the  same  object.  He  sajrs  the  same 
course  ia  now  pursued — and  yel  he  says  be  will 
not  undertake  to  say  the  cases  are  not  dissimilar. 
Put  this  and  that  together,  and  what  do  you  make 
of  if?  The  cases  are  decidedly  dissimilar.  In 
1803  there  was  no  eiisiiag  misunderstaQding  be- 
tween the  American  and  French  QoTernments 
with  regard  to  our  diflerences  with  Spain.  Those 
differences  had  started  up  like  a  mushroom  in  the 
night.  We  made  an  appropriation  to  purchase 
the  Ploridas — to  buy  them — from  whoml  from 
their  rightful  owner.  The  circumstances  would 
have  been  similar,  if  the  United  Stales  had  given 
money  to  France  to  compel  Spain  to  form  a  trea- 
ty with  us,  then  the  natmnal  honor  would  have 
received  a  deadly  wound.  Bui  there  wan  nothing 
of  this  sort  in  ihe  formation  of  the  treaty  then 
made.  Spain,  under  the  operation  of  causes,  in 
which  we  baa  no  agency,  transferred  Louisiana 
lo  France,  and  France  transferred  il  to  us.  But 
this  is  not  now  the  case.  We  are  told  that  Spain 
is  no  longer  an  independent  Power,  but  h  unde^ 
the  control  of  France,  What  follows?  That 
France  is  the  aegressor  on  us,  which  proves  every 
thing  I  have  alleged. 
There  is  aooihet  thing  to  be  observed.    The 

fiublic  have  been  given  to  understand  that  two  mil- 
Ions  have  been  appropriated  for  the  purchase  of 
the  Floridas.  This  is  not  so — the  appropriatioo 
is  only  towardt  doing  something  ;  but  what  that 
it,  is  not  deflned  by  law.  Now  if,  in  1803,  we  ap- 
propriated two  millions  for  the  purchase  of  the 
Florida*,  end  did  not  get  them,  what  security  is 
there  now  that  by  makmg  ao  appropriation  in  th& 
same  language  we  shall  obtain  tkeml  Although 
the  persons  making  the  appropriation  are  not  the 
same  identical  beings,  those  applying  the  sum  ap- 
propriated are.  I  do  not  believe  that  we  shall  get 
Ihe  Floridas.  In  this  I  may  be  mistaken.  I  hope 
I  shall  be — for  after  having  descended  to  prosti- 
tute the  national  character,  let  us  at  least  receive 
the  wages  of  iniquity. 

But  gentlemen  inquire,  wilt  you  become  the 

Kardiana  of  Spain  1  This  is  a  mistake  which 
t  run  through  every  attempt  at  argument  I  have 
beard.  We  never  professed  to  be  the  guardians 
rf  Spain.  We  professed  to  be  the  guardians  of 
our  own  honor.  We  care  not  for  France  tramp- 
ling on  Spain.  Let  her  pick  her  pockets  for  what 
we  care  ;  but  if  we  instigate  her  to  it,  it  is  no  long- 
er a  mere  question  between  France  and  Spain, 
but  a  question  in  which  our  own  honoris  engaged, 
which  is  at  once  mortgaged  and  gone. 

Until  the  gentleman  rrom  Virginia  got  up,  I 
confess  that,  what  with  my  exhausted  state,  the 
badness  of  the  air,  and  the  tenuity  of  the  argu- 
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word  to  say ;  for  it  is  not  to  be  supposed  that  lin- 
teuded  to  reply  to  anything  offered  by  the  gentle- 
maa behind  me.  If  I  am  to  fall,  let  me  fall  id  the 
face  of  day,  and  not  be  betrayed  by  a  kiss — I  mean 
no  profane  alluuion.  I  shall  do  my  duty  as  ao  hon- 
est man.  I  came  here  prepared  to  co-operaie  with 
the  Qovernmeot  in  all  its  measures.  1  told  them 
so.  But  1  soon  found  there  was  no  choice  Irfi, 
and  that  to  co-operate  in  tbem  would  be  to  destroy 
thenational  character.  Ifoundl  might  co-operate, 
or  be  an  honest  man — I  have  therefore  opposed, 
and  will  oppose  them.  Is  (here  an  boDest  maa 
disposed  to  be  the  go-between,  and  to  carrv  dowi( 
secret  messages  to  this  House?  No — it  is  becaoie 
men  of  character  cannot  be  foiud  to  do  this  busi- 
ness, that  twenta  must  be  go(  to  carry  tfaings  iota 
effect  which  men  of  uncompromitted  chatactet 
will  not  soil  their  fingers  or  sully  -their  characters 
with. 

One  word  on  the  subject  of  voting  on  inofficial 
notice,  on  the  representaiious  of  individuals,  ia 
the  place  of  communications  officially  received 
from  the  officers  of  the  Executive  department.  I 
havealwaysconsidered  theRxecativein  thiscotut- 
try  as  standing  in  the  same  relation  to  the  two 
Houses,  that  the  minister  or  administtalor  bore  to 
the  legislaiuTs  under  governments  similar  to  our 
own.  I  have  always  considered  that  the  respon- 
sibility for  public  measures  rested  more  particu- 
larly on  them.  For  those  measures  tbey  are  an- 
swerable to  the  people — and  to  me  it  has  been  a 
subject  of  peculiar  regret  (I  do  not  speak,  of  the 
aenerat  character  of  ine  Constitution)  that  they 
nave  not  a  seal  on  this  Soor.  For  whatever  maj 
he  supposed  to  be  my  feelings  as  to  the  members 
of  the  Administration,  I  am  ashamed  when  Isee 
their  fameand  characters  committed  to  such  bandc 
as  we  are  in  the  daily  habit  of  witnessing.  If 
■heir  measures  are  susceptible  of  justiGcaiioo,  I 
should  like  to  have  a  justification  at  their  own 
hands,  instead  of  hearing  Yazoo  men  defend  theio . 
Much  leas  did  I  especi,  on  such  an  occaaioa,  to 
bear  a  Yazoo  man  assigning  his  motives  for  ft 
vote  on  a  totally  different  subject  and  this  io 

t'listification  of  a  man  with  whom  he  is  connected 
y  ties  of  conaaoguinily.  This  reminds  me  of  the 
intention  imputed  lo  roe  to  bring  forward  ao  im- 
peachment against  a  great  ofGcer  of  State.  This, 
however,  is  so  far  from  being  the  truth,  that  I  ap- 
peal to  those  who  heard  me,  whether  I  did  not  de- 
clare that  I  washed  my  bands  of  impeachmeat^— 
(hat  I  was  done  with  ihem.  No — I  will  neither 
directly,  nor  indirectly,  have  aoyihiog  to  do  widi 
tbem.  iBut  I  will,  in  allqueslions  thatshall  come 
before  (his  House,  discuss  the  public  character  and 
conduct  of  any  public  agenis,  from  a  secretary  la 
a  constable ;  and  I  will  continue  to  do  it.  until  it 
shall  be  admitted  by  the  Caaniilution,  that  the  King 
can  do  no  wrong.  1  say  I  wish  the  beads  of  de- 
partments had  seata  on  this  floor.  Were  this  the 
case,  to  one  of  them  1  would  immediately  pro- 
pound this  question :  Did  you,  or  did  you  not,  in 
your  capacity  of  a  public  functionary,  tell  iDe,  in 
my  capacity  of  a  public  functionary,  (hat  France 
would  not  suffer  Spain  to  settle  her  difierences 
with  us;  that  she  wanted  money,  that  we  muat 
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give  her  moner,  or  lake  a  Spanish  Or  French  Mrar? 
And  did  not  1  answer,  ibai  I  Was  neither  for  a 
war  vith  ^ain  or  France,  but  in  favor  of  de- 
'  Haidiag  ray  conntry?  I  would  put  that  questiob 
to  him.  I  would  put  this  question  to  another  head 
of  department:  Was  or  was  not  bd  application 
made  to  you  for  moDey  to  be  eonreved  to  Europe 
to  carry  on  any  species  of  diplomatic  nesottation 
thare  1  I  would  iisten  to  his  answer,  and  if  he  put 
fais  hand  on  his  heart,  and  like  a  inan  of  honor 
said  no,  1  wooid  betiere  him,  though  it  would  re- 
qnire  a  great  atrelch  of  credulity.  I  would  call 
info  my  aid  faith,  not  reason,  and  believe  where  I 
w«s  not  convinced.  I  would  then  turn  to  the  First 
Magistrate  of  the  nation,  and  say,  did  you  aot  buy 
LoniSiana  of  France  7  Has  France  acted  in  thai 
tmnSBclion  in  a  bonajide  manner?  Has  she  de- 
livered into  yonr  possession  the  country  you  be- 
lieved you  had  bought  from  her?  Has  she  not 
equivocated,  prevaricated,  and  played  off  Spain 
againat  you,  with  the  view  of  exiortiog  money? 
I  will  answer  for  the  reply.  There  cannot  be  the 
■malleBt  doubt  about  it.  I  will  put  the  whole  busi- 
ness on  this  issue.  All  the  difflcolty  has  Arisen 
from  that  qtiarter. 

Yes,  the  bubble  has  burst !  It  is  immaterial  to 
as  whether  you  publish  the  President's  Messajje 
or  not.  But  it  is  lUBterlal  to  others  that  you 
should ;  and,  let  me  add,  the  public  will  not  rest 
satisfied  with  the  conduct  of  those,  who  profess  to 
wish  it  published,  while  they  vote  against  (he  pub- 
lication. The  public  will  not  confide  in  such  pro- 
fesioos.  Oentlemen  may  show  their  bunch  of 
rods,  may  treat  them  as  children  and  offer  them  su- 
gar ptuma;  but  all  will  not  avail  them,  so  long 
asihey  refuse  to  call  fbr  the  despatches  of  our  Min- 
isters, and  other  documents,  which,  if  published, 
would  fix  a  Slain  upon  some  men  in  the  Gorern- 
raentaod  high  in  office,  which  ell  the  waters  in 
the  ocean  would  not  wash  out.  Genilemen  may 
talk  of  our  changing,  end  choppli^  about,  and  all 
that.  What  is  the  fact?  We  are  what  we  pro- 
fess lo  be — not  courtiers,  bnt  republicens,  acting 
oti  the  broad  princlptes  we  have  heretofore  pro- 
ftsscd — applying  the  same  scale  With  which  we 
measared  John  Adams  to  the  Adrainislmtion.  Do 
gcDtlemdn  flinch  from  this,  and  pretend  to  be  re- 
pablicans?  They  cannot  be  republicans,  unless 
tiiey  agree  that  it  ^hell  be  measured  to  them,  oa 
they  measured  to  cthws.  But  we  are,  perhaps,  to 
be  told  that  we  have  all  became  federalisiE — or 
Ihat  the  federalists  hev^e  become  good  republican^. 
This,  however,  is  a  charee,  which,  1  am  convieced, 
the  fedeiallsts  will  not  be  more  anxious  to  repel 
than  We  to  be  exonerated  from.  No,  they  Will 
never  become  good  republicans.  They  neyer  did, 
ibey  never  will  act  With  us.  What  has  happened  ? 
They  are  in  oi^sition  from  system,  and  we,  quo 
od  hoe,  as  to  tnis  periictilar  measure.  Like  meb. 
who  have  ruffrd  ii  together,  there  is  a  kind  of  fel- 
low-fteling  between  ns.  There  is  no  doubt  of  il. 
Bat  as  to  political  principle,  we  are  as  much  as 
ever  opposed.  There  is  a  most  excellent  alkah  by 
which  to  lest  our  principles.  The  Yazoo  business 
is  the  beginning  and  the  eod,  the  alpha  and  ome- 
8t  of  oar  alphabet    With  that  ooi  differences 


began  and  with  that  they  will  end,  and  I  pray  to 
God  that  the  liberties  of  the  fieople  may  not  also 
end  with  there. 

Mr.  VARNtriif.— I  am  not  about  to  take  up  the 
time  of  the  House  by  any  discussion  of  the  ques- 
tion before  them,  which  has  already  been  debated, 
three  or  four  weeks  ago,  and  principally  occupied 
byihedectamalion  of  the  gentleman  from  Virginia. 
I  think  it  my  duty,  however,  to  giVe  a  short  his- 
tory of  the  circumstance  from  which  has  arisen 
the  celebrated  story  of  backstairs  iafluence,Charles 
Jeokinson,  &c.  Gentlemen  declared  there  was 
nothing  in  the  Message  of  the  President  that  jus- 
tified the  nieaaare  before  the  Committee,  that  it, 
on  the  contrary  proved  and  pointed  out  as  most 
proper  the  measure  reported  by  the  select  commit- 
tee. I  did  not  believe  that  it  pointed  oat  that  mea- 
snre,  or  that  (here  was  any  cause  to  believe  that 
anything  had  occurred  between  the  3d  and  6ib  of 
December,  which  could  haveinduced  the  President 
to  change  the  opinion  he  entertained,  when  he 
communiceled  ine  first  message.  In  the  Message 
of  the  8d  of  December,  he  says—"  Whether  it 
win  be  necessary  to  augment  our  land  forces  will 
be  decided  by  occurrences  probably  in  the  course 
of  yoar  session."  No  such  occurrences  had  taken 
place  between  the  3d  and  the  6(h  of  December. 
Taking  this  into  view,  and  also  takiog  iato  con- 
sideration what  I  considered  to  be  the  true  mean- 
ing of  the  Message,  I  said  that  I  would  venture  10 
assert  as  my  opinion,  Ihat  the  measure  of  the  ap- 
propriation was  agreeable  to  the  Executive;  and 
that  I  formed  this  opinion  frotn  documents  on  the 
table.  On  this  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  rose 
and  commenced  a  violent  attack  limilar  to  that 
we  have  witnessed  to-day.  1  asked  leave  to  ex- 
plain. T  did  explain;  and  I  now  appeal  to  the 
House,  whether  I  did  not  observe  at  that  time,  that 
the  measure  of  ihe  appropriation  1  considered  to 
be  agreeable  to  the  wishes  of  the  EEecuiive,  and 
whether  I  did  not  slipport  ibis  opinion  from  doc- 
uments before  you ;  and  added,  (hat  if  any  other 
idea  had  escaped  me,  or  could  be  attached  to  what 
1  «ald,  that  this  was  my  explanation,  Bad  that  it 
was  not  my  intention  that  what  I  had  said  should 

So  farther  than  intimate  this  opinion,  and  that  I 
id  believe  I  had  not  snid  B:iything  that  coald 
fairly  be  construed  to  have  a  different  meaning. 
It  is  a  fact,  that  it  has  been  published  in  some  pa- 
pets  to  Ihe  Eastward,  that  Mr.  Jefferson  expressed 
to  me  his  secret  wish  that  a  resolution  should  be 
brought  forward  contrary  to  his  Message.  I  say 
this  representation  is  contrary  to  fact.  1  say  that 
Mr.  Jefleraon  never  mentioned  any  such  thing  to 
me  ;  and  if  I  had  made  such  a  statement,  I  should 
have  wronged  the  First  Magistrate.  Why  these 
otiservBtions  areagaia  brought  forward  at  this  time 
I  do  not  preieoH  to  say;  but  what  I  have  stated 
are  the  facts  connected  with  this  business.  I  be- 
lieve such  an  atlsek  as  this  has  never  been  made 
before,  in  the  face  of  ao  explanation  made  at  the 
time,  which  I  did  believe  would  have  been  satiit- 
factory. 

Mr.  J.  Randolph.— When  the  veracity  of  a 
man  is  called  in  question  it  is  a  serious  business. 
The  gentlemaa  from  Massacboselts  has  appealed 
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to  the  Hoiue  lor  the  correctDets  of  bis  statement. 
I  too  appeal  to  the  House  wbeibet  ibis  was  Qoi 
bisexpressioD.  wben  be  undertook  to  Gxplaia  away 
wbat  he  had  aaid,  for  he  did  ikot  deny  u — that  he 
would  vouch  that  such  weie  the  secret  wishes  of 
tbe  President  i  aod  whether  I  did  oot  observe  that 
his  attempt  to  explain,  was  like  Judge  Chase  at- 
teiDpting  lo  draw  back  a  prejudicaied  Dpiniou  in 
the  case  of  Fries  ;  that  he  might  lake  back  ibe 
words,  but  not  the  effect  ihey  bad  made  on  the  as- 
aembly;  ibat  the  Constitutioit  knows  only  of  two 
ways  bf  which  the  Executive  could  influence  the 
Legialaiure;  the  one  by  the  recommeadation  of 
BUcb  measures  aa  be  deemed  expedient,  the  other 
fay  a  negaiive  on  our  bills ;  and  that  ihe  moment 
it  was  attempted  to  influence  the  House  by  wbia- 
pers  and  private  messages,  its  independence  was 
gone.  I  staled  the  proneness  of  Legislative  bodies 
to  be  governed  by  Executive  iDflueoce.and  in  il- 
luslraiioo  referred  to  ihe  Senate,  who,  from  iisas- 
sociatJOD  wiib  the  Executive  and  the  length  of 
time  for  which  its  members  hold  their  seats,  -was 
necessaKily  made  up  of  gaping  expectants  of  office. 
And  ihere  can  be  no  doubt  of  the  fact.  It  must 
be  so  from  Ihe  nature  of  things.  Now,  if  it  be  ne- 
cessary, let  ihe  House  appoint  a  committee  of  in- 
quiry  to  ascertain  what  the  gentleman  from  Maa- 
aachnsetls  did  say,  and  let  us  see  who  can  adduce 
the  most  witnesses  and  swear  Ibe  hardest.  No — 
the  genilemaa  from  Massachusetts  had  on  thai  oc- 
casion so  differeniB  countenance,  dress  and  address, 
that  I  could  noi  now  recognise  him  for  the  same 
man.  He  seemed  thundeistruck — and  to  be  in  a 
Blate  of  stupd'aclion  at  bis  indiscretion.  He  ap- 
peared humnled  in  the  presence  of  those  wboheacd 
whal  be  had  said  and  beheld  hi*  countenance.  His 
words  were  these — my  life  on  it;  "I  will  Touch 
that  such  are  the  secret  wishes  of  the  President — 
or  the  Executive"— I  do  not  know  which. 

Mr.  Varnhm.— I  must  deny  that  I  made  ase  of 
Ibe  words  vouch  or  tecnt.  I  stated  what  1  have 
declared.  As  lo  being  ihundersirack.  if  that  was 
ibe  ease,  I  was  not  aware  of  it.  And  as  tii  being 
humbled,  1  have  never  felt  bumbled  by  any  man. 
I  have  never  felt  or  shall  feel  afraid  at  the  face  of 
any  mortal  man.  I  have  been  in  the  service  of  my 
country  for  many  years,«nd  I  have  never  heard  any 
argument  but  what  I  should  be  willing  to  meet, 
if  it  was  Qoi  loo  indecent  to  require  an  answer — I 
bave  done  my  duty,  and  am  not  conscious  of  bav- 
iog  injured  any  man. 

Mr.  Jaoe30K. — la  consequence  of  the  ground- 
less and  illiberal  allusions  which  have  been  mad,e 
to  me,  1  have  felt  myself  under  the  obligation  of 
rising,  t  had  hoped  chat  an  adjournment  would 
have  allowed  me  time  to  have  examined  tbe 
voluminous  notes  I  have  taken  of  (he  former  re- 
marks of  the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  and  to 
have  presented  to  the  people  some  criterion  where- 
by to  judge  of  tbeir  accuracy:  But  as  I  am  Ihus 
called  upon  in  such  an  illiberal  maaaer,  and  the 
question  is  to  be  decided  lo-day — although  not  ex- 
pecting to  rise,  and  being  totally  unprepared,  I 
nave  no  choice  left  me.  Sir,  the  assertion  is  un- 
true, that  I  have  attempted  to  vindicate  the  char- 
Kter  o[  tbe  Seotetarf  of  State  against  the  vaii- 


ous  charges  exhibited  by  the  gentlemaa  from 
Virginia  against  him.  1  should  nave  been  deta- 
ledfrom  such  an  attempt  by  many  coo  si  derations. 
Isi.  Because  tbe  even  tenor  of  his  well  spent  life 
is  a  complete  answer  and  refutation  of  Ihe  malig- 
nant calumnies  which  disappointed  ambition  and 
prejudice  have  given  rise  to;  and  secoodly,  for 
the  reason  that  the  charge  of  indelicacy  which 
bad  been  urged  against  tbe  remarlu  of  my  col- 
league, (Mr.  Eppbs,)  from  the  relation  in  whieb 
he  stood  to  the  Executive,  would  api^y  with,  eqoal 
force  to  me.  I  never  deemed  such  vindicatioB 
necessary;  however  competent  I  might  be  lo  the 
task,  I  did  not  consider  the  conduct  and  chaiacta 
of  the  Secretary  of  Stale  as  requiring  any  sup- 
port; they  bave  made  an  impression  on  the  Amen- 
can  people,  not  to  be  erased  by  declamatioa  br- 
suppoTted  by  fact.  In  relation  to  the  prineijMl 
charge  made  against  him,  his  having  attempted 
to  draw  money  from  the  Treasury  without  an  ap- 
proptiatioM  by  law,  it  i*  not  true;  aosuch  aiiempl 
was  made.  I  happened  to  see  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  near  the  door  of  this  House,  aad 
asked  him  whether  it  was  true  that  such  an  at- 
tempt was  made,  and  he  told  me  it  was  not;  thai 
it  was  proposed  in  the  Executive  cabinet  brfore 
Congress  met,  to  instruct  our  Minister  to  open  i 
negotiation  for  (be  purchase  of  the  Floridas,  upon 
the  supposition  that  Congress  would  approprute 
the  money  when  they  met;  but  that  he  retnarked 
it  was  no(  certain  that  Congress  would  make  the 
appropriation,  and  he  added  (bat  (his  propoiitioii 
did  not  come  from  Ibe  Secretary  of  Stste,  b« 
from  the  President  himself.  This  baa  been  tor- 
tured by  misrepresenlalion  into  an  attempt  to 
draw  money  out  of  the  Treasury  without  tbe 
sanction  of  an  appropriation  by  law.  When  tbe 
main  charge  against  the  Secretary  of  State  is 
so  deslituEe  of  truth  and  foundation — mark  the 
expression,  I  say  it  is  destitute  of  truth — it  ia 
not  necessary  that  the  other  should  be  repelled, 
namely,  that  he  lold  my  coUeague  [Mr.  Rahdolpb 
interrupted,  "I  am  not  thegentleman's colleague."] 
Very  well,  that  he  (old  .n)HN  RANOOLra— [Tbe 
Speaker  said  itwasouiof  oiderlocaltgentiemeii 
by  name.j  Sir,  I  know  of  no  more  appropriate 
appellation  unless  il  is  the  descendant  of  PowbaiaD, 
whom  he  told  that  France  would  not  permit  Spain 
to  settle  ber  differences  with  as;  that  France 
wantedmoney,audif  we  did  not  giveil  we  should 
have  a  Spanish  and  French  war.  Now  admil- 
(ing  for  argument,  what  1  do  not  admit  in  fact, 
that  the  prejudiced  mind  of  the  gentleman  was 
not  controlled  by  a  determination  to  miscoaatrae 
what  he  had  beard;  and  that  he  was  ■nformed 
(here  was  no  doubt  France  wonld  get  tbe  money, 
has  he  not  said  the  same  thing  in  effect?  He  repeat- 
edly declared  there  is  no  Spain,  no  Pyrenees — tbit 
France  wonld  not  permit  Spain  to  settle  ber  dif- 
ferences with  us;  and  if  tbe  despatehea  of  the 
Marquis  Yrujo  could  be  drawn  from  hia  priraie 
pocket,  tbey  would  be  found  with  (be  si^iare 
of  C.  M.  Talleyrand — he  has  declared  that  it  is 
evidence  of  political  weakness  to  act  on  things  as 
they  ought  to  be,  disrwarding  the  knowledge  of 
wbat  tbey  aie.    Well,  u  all  this  was  known,  iBht 
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Spain  had  placed  heiself  under  the  ptotecUon  and 
coDtrol  of  Fraoce,  would  il  not  have  been  pre- 
posteroas  to  speak  of  Spain,  fts  if  she  were  totally 
iDdepeodeDt  of  her  allf?  Would  it  not  Lave 
beeo  abaurd  to  shut  our  eves  to  the  truth?  But 
was  it  ever  suggested  bf  the  Seoreiarv  of  State? 
It  has  not  eveu  been  ureed  on  this  floor,  that  it 
was — and  I  should  not  oelieve  it  if  it  were  so 
urged,  that  we  were  to  gire  this  monej'  to  France 
to  coerce  Spain.  The  geDtleman  has  declared 
t^t  Fiance  can  compel  Spain  to  lake  such  niea- 
aores  as  she  sees  fit,  and  that  it  is  dishonorable  in 
us  to  lake  advantage  of  the  humiliation  of  Spain. 
This  is  a  complete  rindicaiion  of  the  conduct  of 
the  Executive  and  of  Congress  in  the  measures 
they  have  iskeu  to  purchase  ibis  country,  which 
is  on  all  hands  admitted  to  be  so  important  to  us; 
as  it  is  surely  more  honorable  to  buy  than  to  take 
it  by  force  from  its  enfeebled  miserable  owner,  in- 
capable  of  nroteating  it.  Although  il  has  been 
decided  to  ne  out  of  order  to  disclose  the  secret 
commanications,  tbe  gentleman  from  Virginia 
(Mr.  J.  Randolph)  has  declared  that  Prance  said 
if  we  gave  Spain  one!  blow,  she  would  gire  us  two 
or  ten  in  return,  and  others  have  declared  France 
threatened  ua  with  war.  Sir,  I  assert  there  are 
no  such  facts  contained  in  the  secret  despatches 
sent  to  us.  I  regret  I  cannot  pursue  the  course  in 
which  other  gentlemen  have  been  indulged  by 
Slating  what  are  Ibe  facts  in  cODtradiction  of  what 
they  are  declared  to  be;  and  though  this  should 
be  a  violation  of  order,  it  would  perhaps  be  pro- 
per, as  a  disclosure  has  been  provoked  by  gross 
misrepresentations,  to  repel  iliem,  and  justify 
ourselves  to  tbe  people  by  stating  the  information 
itself.  I  will,  therefore,  undertake  to  say  that  all 
the  information  we  received  from  tbe  documents 
on  this  point,  was  in  answer  to  the  inquiry,  what 
their  conduct  would  be,  if  we  declared  war  against 
Spain,  to  which  they  replied  they  were  compelled 
lo  take  part  with  Spain.  [There  was  a  loud  call  to 
order  by  Mr.  J.  RANnoLPH  and  others.]  Mr.  J. 
continued :  I  shall  always  respect  the  calls  to 
order  from  the  Spntker  and  the  House,  but  not 
from  that  person  (J.  Rahdolpb.)  After  some 
conversation  relative  to  the  point  of  order,  Mr,  J. 
proceeded — Sir,  I  wish  lo  know  whether  it  is  in 
order  for  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  to  afSrm 
thai  France  declared  she  would  for  every  blow 
we  gave  Spain,  give  as  two  or  ten  in  return?  It  is 
not  in  order  for  me  to  correct  tbe  misstatement, 
and  it  neither  is  in  order  to  ask  where  was  the 
vestal  vigilance  of  tbe  Speaker,  when  he  (Mr. 
Randolph)  prostrated  every  rule  of  order  and 
decorum.  Mr.  Speaker,  I  have  said  and  I  repeat 
it  to-day,  I  shot:ld  rejoice  if  all  the  secret  commu- 
nications could  be  made  public,  and  noi  such  parts 
only  as  the  oppoaitioo  wish;  ihey  would  then  af- 
ford to  our  constitueuts  not  a  garbled  buta  complete 
view  of  our  confiici,  and  they  would  then  justly 
appreciate  the  assertion  that  France  threatened  us 
with  war;  and  the  chawes  of  our  giving  money 
to  conciliate  France.  But  when  we  perceive  in 
ihe  Message  of  the  President,  a  request  thai  it 
should  be  kepi  secret,  I  much  doubt  the  right  of 
withdnwiog  th«  Gon&dence  theieby  reposed  in  us 


at  this  time.  If  when  the  Messages  were  received 
we  bad  determined  not  to  bear  ibem,  and  with- 
hold their  contents  from  public  view,  we  should 
have  returned  them  with  their  seals  uobioken; 
bui  it  is  too  late  af^er  getting  tfaera  into  our  pos- 
session under  the  injunction  of  secrecy  to  divulge 
them  without  permission.  I  admit  there  are  ex- 
treme cases  in  which  we  onght  to  communicate 
what  we  may  confidentially  acquire;  cases  involv- 
ing Ihe  dealruciioD  of  tbe  Constitution  itaelf ;  but 
this  is  not  such  a  one.  It  may  be  likened  to  the 
case  of  an  individual,  who  would  be  scouted  as  a 
dishonorable  man,  if  when  he  received  informa- 
tion in  confidence,  he  afterwards,  wiihoui  permis- 
sion from  his  informant,  divulged  it.  This  Hoiiae 
I  repeat  it,  did  not  vole  for  the  appropriation  uudei 
the  idea  that  it  was  tnieQded  to  make  use  of 
France  to  coerce  Spain  into  any  measure.  On 
the  contrary,  instructions  have  been  sent  lo  our 
Minister  resident  at  tbe  Court  of  France,  who  is 
appointed  Envoy  Extraordinary  to  negotiate  with 
the  Court  of  Spain  for  the  purchase  of  Ihis  coun- 
try ;  tbe  idea  of  coercion  through  the  Instrumea* 
taitty  of  France  was  repelled  By  the  geutlcmaa 
himself;  he  declared  that  Bonaparte,  with  a  reve- 
nue of  100  millions,  besides  what  be  could  squeeze 
from  bis  dear  allies,  would  disdain  lo  be  bribed  by 
a  sum  only  equal  to  two  weeks  espenditnres. — 
There  can  be  noibing,  therefore,  exceptionable  is 
the  measure,  and  if  the  assertion  made  were  cor- 
rect, and  onr  candid  opinion  was,  that  the  money 
thus  appropriated  would  ultimately  go  into  the 
coffers  of  France,  there  would  be  nothing  impro- 
per in  it  as  far  as  we  are  concerned.  France  and 
Spain  are  connected  together  by  a  Treaty  of  Al- 
liance, offensive  and  defensive.  The  one  cannot 
go  to  war  without  involving  ibe  other.  France 
would  be  compelled  to  take  part  with  Spain  unlesa 
she  violated  her  faith  lo  her;  and  I  believe  Bona- 
parte has  never  been  charged  with  awantof  faith 
lo  bis  allies ;  and  this  well  accounts  for  the  answer 
to  out  Minister,  that  they  were  bound  to  take  Mrt 
with  Spain.  Sir,  this  is  national  honor  according 
to  Ihe  British  doctrines,  and  the  gentleman  wiA 
admit  ihem.  Tbe  Ministry  frequently  boasts  in 
Parliament,  that  their  contineniaJ  allies  will  not 
forsake  them,  and  that  no  separate  ireaiy  will  be 
made,  no  settlement  of  differences  nor  arrange- 
ment of  territorial  limits  will  be  entered  into, 
without  their  approbation.  There  can,  therefore, 
be  nothing  improper  in  Spain's  consulting  France 
in  this  business,  which  relates  to  the  transfer  of  a 
domain  as  large  as  Spain  itself;  and  if  she  pleases, 
giving  France  Ihe  price  of  the  purchase.  The 
proposition  was  for  the  purchase  of  a  country  all 
important  to  us.  So  imporlani  as  to  bave  re- 
ceived the  sanction  of  this  House  in  1802,  under 
a  consideration  that  we  must  bave  it  by  conqueai, 
or  purchase  at  a  fair  price.  It  was  determined  to 
pursue  a  pacific  course  then — the  character  of 
the  nation  required  it,  not  only  at  home  but 
abroad.  For  if  we  had  determined  to  make  inter- 
est the  rule  of  national  right,  aod  resorted  toforcfc 
because  our  interest  dictated  it,  the  Powers  of 
Europe,  justly  alarmed  by  a  spirit  of  ambition  and 
aggrandizemeut  which  threatened  themselves  and 
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iheir  depenflencies  with  destructioD,  woald  hare 
made  a  commoQ  cause  to  crash  as.  The  same 
coarse  has  been  resoked  on  uow,  fat  the  same 
wise  reasons ;  Bad  we  deiermioed  to  parchsse 
such  a  pan  of  the  Floridas  as  did  ooi  Belong  lo 
Us;  for  it  was  acknowledged  by  the  gentleman 
(Mr.  R.)  that  we  have  not  a  (bol  east  of  the  Iber- 
Tille  aod  the  Lakes  Maurepas  and  Pooicharcraie. 
But  admitting  this  point  lo  be  questionable,  there 
was  □□  iniproprielv  in  purchasing  the  lerritoty 
acknowledged  to  belong  to  Snaln,  and  settling  the 
bonndaries  and  extent  of  a  doubtful  right  in  the 
bargain.  For  my  part,  I  have  no  doubt  that  the 
measure  i;i  every  point  of  view  to  which  it  can 
be  placed  Was  recommended  by  the  soundest  policy 
atiiilhe  best  interests  of  the  nation.  But  we  were 
told  amongEC  other  strange  assertion)^,  that  by  this 
TOle  of  money  we  have  violated  our  neutrality, 
that  a  neutral  nation  can  do  nothib^  beneficial  to 
a  belligerent,  and  as  money  is  the  sinews  of  war^ 
We  cannot  on  any  account  supply  It.  Whether 
Ibis  is  not  advancing  British  pretensions  under 
British  influence,  it  is  for  the  sober  sense  of  the 
community  to  delerraine. 

I  coDsider  the  report  of  the  select  committee  as 
the  best  justification  of  the  opposition  made  to  the 
measureitrecommcnds,  and  the  severest  commen- 
tary upon  the  conctu&io(is  which  are  proposed  to 
"be  drawn  from  it.  Ttspeaksof  ibe  "piraiicaldep- 
rcdations  upon  our  commerce ;  of  obstructing  the 
navigation  of  the  Mobile,"  and  in  the  daring  vi- 
olation of  our  undisputed  limits,  &c.  affording 
"ample  cause  for  a  foruial  declaration  of  war." 
Bir,  the  exactions  of  duty  on  the  Mobile,  will  un- 
doubtedly be  continued  so  long  as  Spain  holds  the 
country  ;  the  right  is  not  settled  by  the  laws  or 
usages  of  nations  ;  aod  thus  indeed  the  exported 
products  of  the  finest  regions  of  the  United  States 
may  be  subjected  to  duties,  as  well  as  those  im- 
ported into  It,  and  the  travellers  returning  on  the 
high  toad  from  New  Orleans  wiilj  by  engaging  in 
broils  with  the  Spanish  subjects  eiernairy  endan- 
gerihepeaceatid  tranquillity  of  the  United  States; 
so  that,  instead  of  war,  sound  policy  clearly  dicta- 
ted a  purchase.  And  what  is  the  daring  violation 
spoken  of  7  A  molehill  converted  into  a  moun- 
tain— gigantic  names  given  to  pigmy  events.  It 
is  nothing  more  or  less  than  the  arrest  of  the  Kem- 
pers.  Is  that  "ample  cause  of  war?"  A  few  peo- 
ple beaded  bv  these  men  raised  the  standard  of 
rebellion  in  the  territory  of  Spain,  from  whence 
tbey  fled  within  our  limits,  and  were  seized  by  our 
citizens,  carried  within  the  Spanish  lines  and  there 
ddivered  to  a  Spanish  party.  And  this  is  what 
ia  declared  in  the  report  Co  be  an  ample  appear- 
«oce  of  war.  After  urging  that  we  are  "  too  far 
removed  from  the  powerful  nations  of  the  earth 
for  our  safety  to  be  endangered  by  their  hostility," 
that  ''  peace  must  always  be  desirable  so  loi^  as 
it  is  compatible  with  the  hooor  and  the  interest 
of  the  community" — that  "  we  are  heavily  bur- 
dened with  debt" — and  the  best  interests  of  the 
nation  cry  aloud  for  "  peace — that  when  the  debt 
is  discharged,  and  not  till  then,  may  we  bid  defi- 
ance to  the  world" — thai  "  the  present  moment  is 
peculiarly  auspicious  for  titis  great  and  desirable 


work" — tbat  "bow  if  ever  the  national  debt  is  to 
be  paid  by  reaping  the  rich  harvest  of  neutraKty," 
the  report  conclndes  with  recommending  a  war 
measure — iheraisingaoumber  of  troops  to  "chas- 
tise Spanish  inroad  and  insult."  I  shonld  hare 
been  convinced  had  1  voted  for  such  a  proposition, 
and  for  such  reasons,  that  the  people,  as  they  for- 
merly have,  would  withdraw  their  conGdenceaDJ 
dismiss  from  office  an  Administration,  fomenting 
national  irritation,  and  adopting  wur  measures  for 
such  miserable  reasons,  founded  on  such  inirig^gf- 
Icant  causes.  1  had  another  reason  for  appouag 
this  standing  amy  measure.  I  believed  trie  tta- 
litia  of  the  United  States  were  most  grossly  in- 
duced by  its  friends — they  were  represented  ai 
ineificieot,  and  not  (o  be  relied  on.  1  believed,  on 
the  contrary,  that  tbey  were  equal  to  any  emergeft- 
cies  that  could  arise,  and  would  defend  their  coun- 
try with  more  bravery  than  mere  mercenaries.  1 
feared  tbat  as  in  other  countries  so  in  this,  this 
pretext  might  be  made  use  of  to  get  a  standing 
army,  the  most  potent  engine  in  ine  hands  of  a 
despot,  to  enforce  obedience  to  bis  will.  And  al- 
though cases  may  arise  when  it  is  necessary  to 
raise  armies— if  it  is  recollected  thai  the  aggres- 
sion most  complained  of  was  cfEciatiy  disavowed 
by  the  Spanish  authorities,  and  satisfaction  pro- 
mised— this  cannot  be  of  that  description. 

A  high  officerofthe  Government  has  been  charg- 
ed wilhaounconsiiiutioDalattempItodraw  money 
fromihelreasury  without  an  appropriation  by  law; 
but,  on  the  aothority  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Trea- 
sury, I  deny  it.  The  charge  therefore  reverberates 
on  Its  author,  ntilfrss  he  jnstlfies  himself  for  mak- 
iog  it.  I  Will  conclude  my  remarks  by  repeating 
what  I  commenced  with  declaring,  that  1  did  not 
mean,  nor  do  1  ihiiJk  it  inearabent  on  any  one,  to 
vindicate  the  character  of  the  Secretary  of  State. 
The  charges  have  been  reiterated  from  day  to  day, 
and  his  friends  repeatedly  challenged  to  come 
forward  and  justify  him.  But  When  the  principal 
allegation  i^  totally hotrue.theothetswilland  must 
be  duly  appreciated.  Those  who  make  mere  as- 
ser  tioD  for  fact  will  believe  them,  but  thegreai  mass 
of  the  people  of  this  country  will  require  more  than 
judividual  assertion  before  they  withdraw  their 
conhdeoce,  and  condemn  the  individual  whose 
whole  life  has  been  devoted  to  the  service  of  hia 
country,  and  whose  services  are  knoWn  and  ac- 
knowledged by  every  liberal  man— they  will  not 
consent  to  believe  charges  without  the  least  proof. 

The  question  was  then  taken  by  yeas  and  naya 
on  the  motion  of  Mr.  J.  RA.NnoLFH,  "that  the  print- 
ed supplemental  Joiirnal  of  secret  proceedings  be 
amended,  by  inserting  after  the  word  'read,'  in 
the  third  line  of  the  first  page,  the  Message  of  the 
President  of  the  United  Slates  of  the  6th  of  De- 
cember last,  and  that  a  ticW  edition  of  the  said 
journal,  thus  amended,  be  printed  fbr  the  use  of 
the  members";  and  decided  in  the  negative — 
yeas  44,  nays  74,  as  follows: 

Yeas — Ituriffell  Bssaett,  George  M.Bedinger,  SiIm 
Betlon,GeorgeW.Caiiipben,Marlin  Chittenden,  Chria- 
topber  Qark,  Joseph  Clay,  Samuel  W.  Dant,  JiAvn 
Davenport,  junior,  John  Dairwn,  James  Elliot,  Caleb 
ElUa,  William  Ely,  John  W.  Ej^ea,  Janea  M.  Gtmeti, 
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Cliulea  GoMirf«n>a^,  Edwta  Grij,  BeA  Huiiags, 
Banid  Holmtto,  Daiid  Hough,  Juue*  Kelly.  Joseph 
Lenu,  jonior,  Jonathan  0.  MotcIj,  JeTemUli  Nelson, 
Timolb;  Pilkin.JuDiw,  JoaJ>h  Quincy ,  John  RiDilolph, 
John  Raa  of  Penmylvania,  Thomas  Sammons,  John 
Gottoa  Smith,  Samuel  Smith,  Thomas  SpaJtlbg,  Wil- 
Earn  Stedman,  Lewis  B.  Bturgas,  SBinuel  Tnggart, 
Beajamin  Tallmadge,  Philip  R.  ThompMtii,  Tbomaa 
W.  Tbompmn.  Abrun  Trigg,  Philip  Van  Cortlandt, 
Killian  K.  Van  Renwelaer,  Pelog  W«4>north,  DaTid 
K.  Williama,  and  Aleianiler  Wilson. 

HiTi— Eian  Aleiandur,  Willii  AlHon,  jnn.,  Itaae 
Andennn,  David  Bard,  Joseph  Barker,  WilUam  Blaofc- 
ledge,  John  Blake,  junior,  Thomas  Blouat,  Robert 
Brown,  Wilfiaai  Buder,  John  Chandler,  John  Claibnne, 
Matlbnr  Clq',  Jobu  Cbpuin,  pMdnick  Goorad,  Lmu- 
Btd  Covington,  Jacob  Cii>inuashi>ld,  Birhsrd  CatW, 
Bma  Dub;,  William Dtcbson, EliMEule,  Poter  Darlj, 
BhtMMT  Blma,  WiUiwa  Ftndlej,  Ja««>  FiA,  John 
Foirier,  PM«Mn  GoodiryD,  Androir  Qraggi  laaiah  L. 
Gie«n,  Sikt  Halae^,  Jdw  HMuiltatii  John  Q.  Jackwii, 
Walter  Jonas,  Thomas  KenHi,  Jobo  Lambert,  Michael 
Leib,  Matthew  Lyon,  Duncan  McFariand,  Robert 
Harion,  Josiah  Masters,  William  McCreery,  Nicholas 
R.  Moore,  Thomas  Mooie,  Jeremiah  Morrow.  John 
Morrow,  Gordon  9.  Mumford,  Roger  Nelson,  Thoinas 
NewtAQ,  junior,  Gideon  Olin,  John  Pngh,  Thomas  M. 
Randolph,  John  Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Jacob  Richards, 
John  RuHell,  Peter  Sailly,  Thomas  Sandlbid,  Martin 
S.  Schnneman,  Ebeneter  Seaver,  James  Slosn,  lohn 
Smilie.  John  Smith,  Henry  Southard,  Riahard  fland- 
fcrd,  Joseph  Stanton.  DaTid  Thomas,  Uri  Tracy,  Jo- 
seph B.  Varnum,  John  Whilehill.  Robert  WhitehUl, 
Xliphabit  Wickss,  ManiHidake  WilHams,  Natbui  Wil- 
liuns,  Ridianl  Winn,  and  Joseph  Winstcm. 

[Note. — On  a  subsequent  d«y  Mr.  Jackson  toadfl 
thefollowlDeexptsaation ;  Hegbserred  that  he  hud 
beeo  tniaunoersiood  in  the  remarks  he  had  made 
in  relation  to  the  conversation  had  with  Mr.  G».L- 
LATiw,  or  in  the  varnntb  of  hit  feelings  bad  ex- 

B eased  himself  differentlr  from  his  inteirtions. 
e  did  not  mean  to  be  understood  as  repealing  the 
words  of  Mr.  G.  when  he  said  (he  charge  of  at- 
tempting to  draw  money  fVom  the  Treasury  was 
Bot  true,  b«t  as  ttaiing  the  inference  be  drew  fVam 
ibe  expressiona  of  thai  genitemaB,  for  which  he, 
Mr.  J.,  held  himaelf  respcaisible.  Indeed,  be  wiah- 
fld  to  be  UDderoiood  ibroDghoal  aa  repaaimg  the 
■Bbsiance  of  the  cooTersatioD  cmty.  Nor  did  he 
mean  to  be  understood  that  Mr.  O.  bad  given  a 
license  or  auibotity  to  triai  to  repeat  the  eonrer- 
SBlion.  He  asked  Mr.  G.,  aa  a  public  man,  re- 
■pealtDg-tbe  charge,  and  reeeirvd  the  answer  as 
sQch— he  therefore  was  autborieed  to  repeat  it.] 

A  message  from  the  Senate  inibrn>ed  iha  House 
that  (he  Senate  do  not  agree  to  the  appointment 
of  a  cammidee  to  confer  with  the  oommiliee  of 
this  House  on  (he  time  that  (he  two  House*  of 
CongTCse  ought  to  adjonrn. 

Tuesday,  April  8. 
The  House  resoWed  toelf  into  a  CommiKee  of 
ibe  Whole,  on  the  bill  foe  establishiDg  trading- 
bouses  with  tbe  Indian  tribes.  The  bill  was  re- 
potted with  several  amendments  thereto ;  which 
wer«  severally  twice  read,  and  agreed  to  by  the 
HouM. 

8th  Con.— 3S 


Ordered,  That  the  said  bill,  with  the  amende 
menls,  be  eogroased,  and  read  the  third  time  tOf 
morrow. 

On  molion  of  Mr.  Early, 

"  Rfelatd  btf  the  Stnate  and  Bimat  of  R^prtttftiO' 
A'vst  of  the  Viuttd  Slattt  of  Atneriea,  in  Congrut  a*- 
ttntbkd.  That  tbe  President  cf  die  Senate  Mil  tba 
Speaker  of  the  House  of  Repreiaatativas  be,  and  Ih^ 
are  hereby,  authorized  to  adjourn  their  respectiva 
Houses  on   Wednesday,  the   sixteenth  of  April  in* 

Ordsred,  Thai  the  Clerk  of  tUs  Howe  do  wnyi 
the  said  resolution  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their 


The  House  resolved  itself  into  aCommiUee  oC 
the  Whole  on  the  anendments  proposed  by  the 
Senate  to  the  bill,  entitled  "An  aot  toeoaiiiituin 
force  an  act,  entitled  'As  aoi  to  authoiize  tba 
Secretary  of  War  to  issue  land  warrants,  aJul  fon 
other  purposes ;"  and,  alter  wme  time  spent  there- 
in, the  Committee  rose,  and  reported  to  the  House 


(be  (3ommittae  pf  the  Whole  in  their  aifteeinpnt 
to  (be  said  ameudments,  it  wai  resolved  in  tba 
affirmative. 

Mr.  JoBN  Rardolpb,  from  the  C!!ommi((ea  of 
Ways  and  Means,  to  whom  were  referred  on  Sat- 
urday last,  the  ameodoients  proposed  by  the  Sea- 
ate  to  the  Dili,  entitled  "An  act  (o  repeal  the  act 
to  authorize  the  receipt  of  evidenees  of  ihepublio 
debt  in  paynunt  for  fande  of  the  United  States, 
tad  for  other  ptirposes  relative  to  the  public  debt," 
eported  to  the  House  their  agreement  to  tk» 
>ame,  with  several  ameadmeat^ 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  said 
amend  me  at*  of  the  Senate:  Whereupon, 

Jiaolted,  That  this  Hotwe  do  agree  lo  the  Brat, 
second,  and  third  of  the  said  amendntenia;  aa4 
do  agree  to  the  foutth  of  the  said  ammdinitnts, 
with  an  amandmeot. 

Retolved,  Thai  this  House  da  disagree  to  tha 
fifth  and  last  ot  ibe  said  amendnUDts,  and  do  de- 
sire a  conference  with  the  Senate  on  the  subject- 
matter  of  the  said  amendment ;  and  that  Messrs. 
John  Rakoolfs,  QwnoY,  and  Jobbpb  Clav,  be 
appointed  managers  at  the  said  eonfareaoe,  on  tfa» 
part  of  this  House. 

Ordered^  That  (be  Commi(tee  on  ibe  Poblio 
Lands  be  discharged  from  the  further  comwlera- 
tion  of  the  petition  of  the  Legislative  Council  and- 
House  of  RepresentaUvea  of  the  Indiana  Terri- 
tory, referred  to  thera  on  the  thirteenth  of  Febro-' 
ary  last ;  and  that  the  said  peuiion  be  reierrad  to 
the  Committee  of  the  Whole  to  whom  is  commit- 
ted the  bill  respecting  claims  to  land  in  the  Indi- 
ana Territory^  and  Slate  of  Ohio. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Pnblic 
Lands  be  discbar^d  Aom  the  further  considera- 
tion of  the  petitions  of  sundry  iahabilanis  of 
WashiogtOD  county,  in  ibe  Mississippi  Territory,, 
referred  to  them  on  the  twenty-fourth  day  of  Jan- 
uatv  last  i  and  that  the  said  petitions  be  referred 
to  tne  Committee  of  the  Whole  to  whom  is  com- 
mitted the  bill  in  addition  to  ao  act,  entitled  <'Ad 
act  rsguUting  the  giaats  of  land,  and  juovidiog 
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1  of  Mr.  Joan  Randolph,  that  the 
letter  addressed  to  the  Secretary  of  War,  on  the 
tweDtjr-flecond  of  December  last,  by  ibe  chairman 
of  the  committee  to  wbom  was  referred  the  Me»- 
Mge  bf  the  Presideot  (^  the  United  Slates,  of  the 
sixth  of  December  laet,  together  with  the  au- 
Bwer  of  the  said  Secretary  thereto,  of  the  twen- 
ly-fouTth  of  the  same  month,  be  primed  for  the 
use  of  the  memberB,  and  that  the  said  letters  be 
inierted  in  the  printed  Journal  of  secret  proceed- 
ings. 

The  question  was  taken  on  the  said  motion, 
and  passed  in  the  neEaiive. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Jackboh, 

Jtetolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
be  reqaested  to  communicBte  to  this  House  any 
information  vbich  he  may  possess  in  relation  to 
an  application  said  to  have  been  made  to  drew 
money  from  the  Treasury  for  the  purchase  of  the 
Floridas,  before  an  appropriation  made  by  law, 
for  that  purpose. 

The  House  resolred  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  on  the  bill  in  addition  to  an  act,  i 

tied  "An  act  regulating  the  grants  of  land, 

proTiding  for  the  disposal  of  the  lands  of  the 
United  States  south  of  the  State  of  Tennes- 
see." The  bill  was  reported  with  several  amend- 
ments thereto ;  which  were  seTerally  twice  read, 
and  agreed  to  by  the  House. 

Ordered,  That  ihe  said  bill,  with  the  amend- 
ments,  be  engrossed,  and  read  the  third  time  to- 
morrow. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  a  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  to  suspend  the  sale  of  certain  lands  in  the 
State  of  Ohio,  and  the  Indiana  Territory ;"  to 
which  they  desire  the  concurrence  of  this  House. 

The  said  bill  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to 
the  Committee  of  Ihe  Whole  to  whom  is  referred 
the  report  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means, 
made  on  the  twenty-second  ultimo,  on  the  petition 
of  sundry  purchasers  of  public  lands  in  the  State 
of  Ohio,  and  in  the  Indiana  Territory. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ments reported  from  iheCommilleeof  the  whole 
House  on  Friday  last,  to  the  bill  to  amend,  in  the 
eases  therein  mentioned,  the  "Act  to  regufate  the 
collection  of  duties  on  imports  and  tonnage;" 
and  the  same  being  severelly  twice  read,  were,  on 
the  question  put  therespon,  agreed   to    by  the 

Ordered,  That  the  said  bill,  with  the  amend- 
ments, be  engrossed,  and  read  the  third  time  tO' 
morrow. 


WfiDMEaDAT,  April  9. 

Hr.  John  C.  Smith,  from  the  Committee  of 
Claims,  to  whom  was  referred,  on  the  seventeenth 
ultimo,  B  letter  f^om  William  Baton,  late  Consul 
of  Ihe  United  States  at  Tunis,  addressed  to  the 
Speaker,  made  a  report  thereon ;  which  whs  read 
and  considered :  Whereupon, 

Bemhed,  That  the  proper 


e  proper  accounting  officers 


be  authorized  and  directed  to  liqnidate  and  settle 
the  accountasubsisting between  the  United  Slates 
and  William  Eaton,  Tale  Consul  at  Tunis,  upoa 
just  and  equitable  principles,  tinder  the  directioa 
of  the  Secretary  of  Slate. 

Ordered,  That  a  bill,  or  bills,  be  brooght  in, 
pursuant  to  the  said  resolution;  and  that  the  Com- 
miliee  of  Claims  do  prepare  and  bring  in  the 

Mr.  John  C.  Smith,  from  the  Committee  cf 
Claims,  presented  a  bill  authorizing  the  settle- 
ment of  accounts  between  the  United  States  and 
William  Saton ;  which  was  read  twice,  and  cnm- 
mitted  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  to-morrow. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  Honse 
that  the  Senate  have  sgreea)  lo  the  conferencede- 
aired  by  this  House  oo  the  subject-matter  of  ibe 
amendments  depending  between  the  two  Hoasci 
to  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  repeal  so  iDDch  of 
any  act  or  acts  as  authorize  the  receipt  of  eti- 
dences  of  the  public  debt,  in  payment  for  landssf 
the  United  Srates,  and  for  other  purposes  relative 
to  the  public  debt;  and  have  appointed  managen 
at  the  said  conference,  oo  their  part. 

An  engrossed  bill  for  establishing  IradiDg^hooses 
with  the  Indian  tribes,  was  read  the  third  tun<^ 
and  passed. 

An  engrossed  bill  to  amend,  in  the  cases  therein 
mentioned,  the  act  to  regulate  the  collection  of 
duties  on  imports  and  tonnage,  was  read  the  third 
lime,  and  passed. 

An  engrossed  bill  in  addition  to  an  act,  entitled 
'An  act  regulaiing  the  grants  of  land,  and  pro- 
viding for  tlie  disposal  of  the  lands  of  Ihe  Uuied 
Slates  south  of  the  State  of  Tennessee,"  was  read 
the  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  Speakeh  laid  before  the  Honse  a  letta 
from  Joseph  Hoppeh  NicaoLaoN,  E.'^.,  one  d 
the  members  from  the  Stale  of  Harvland,  con- 
taining the  resignation  of  his  seat  In  this  House; 
which  was  read  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 
TEHNESSEB  LANDS. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  on  the  bill  to  authorize  the  State  of 
Tennessee  to  issue  granl^  and  perfect  lilies  to 
certain  lands  therein  described  j  and  to  settle  the 
claims  to  the  vacant  and  unappropriated  lands 
wilbin  the  same. 

Mr.  Blount  mored  to  strike  out  the  first  aec- 

This  motion  was  supported  by  Mr.  Bi-oirEtT ; 
and  opposed  by  Messrs.  GaEQO,  Albtoh,  Q.  W. 
Campbell,  Rbea  of  Tennessee,  and  Pitkin. 

Messrs.  BEniKGER,  Blackledob,  and  Alexan- 
der, spoke  against  the  provisions  of  the  bill  gen* 
erally. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  strikiDg  out 
the  first  section,  and  passed  in  the  negative  with- 
out a  division. 

Various  amendments  were  offered,  some  of 
which  were  agreed  to,  and  others  disagreed  to, 
after  considerable  debate. 

Mr.  Blackledoe  mored  a  new  section,  declar- 
ing thai  this  act  shall  not  lake  effect  until  the 
Legislature  of  North  Carolina  shall  give  their 
assent  thereto. 
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This  motioD  was  lapported  bf  Messrs.  Blodnt, 
H«coN,  and  Alexander,  aod  opposed  by  Mesiri. 
Okeoo,  Bad  Q.  W.  CAHPBEi.L,aad  disagreed  lo — 
ayes  33. 

The  Committee  then  rose,  >Dd  repotted  the  bill 
with  tandry  ameodmeDts;  whea  the  Hoom  ad- 
journed. 

Thubbdat,  April  10. 
On  mocioD  of  Ur.  McCitEEBr, 

Retolved,  That  the  Speaker  be  requested  to  in- 
form the  Eiecutire  of  the  State  of  Maryland,  of 
the  resignation  of  Joseph  H.  Nicbolbdh,  one  of 
the  RepreseDiaiives  from  that  State. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  a  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  to  regulate  and  Sx  the  compensation  of  clerks, 
and  for  other  purposes ;"  to  which  they  desire  ibe 
eoncurreace  of  this  House. 

TENNESe£:E  LANII& 

The  Houae  took  into  consideration  the  amend- 
ntentB  of  the  Cvmmittee  of  the  Whole  to  the  bill 
authorizing  the  State  of  TeDoesseetu  issue  grants 
aad  perfect  titles  lo  oertain  lands  therein  describ- 
ed; and  to  settle  the  claims  lo  the  unappropriated 
land  within  the  sanie. 

These  amendments  baring  been  agreed  to,  Mr. 
BLACCLBoaB  oBered  a  new  section  : 

"  That  this  act  shall  not  take  effect  UDtU  the  Legis- 
lature of  North  Caiolma  ihall  pua  an  act  giving  tlieir 
•Meat  thereto." 

In  support  of  this  motion,  Mr.  B.  spoke  at  con- 
siderable length,  to  show  that  the  bill  would  be 
aninfringement  of  the  compact  between  the  Uni- 
ted States  and  North  Carolina,  without  this  pro- 

The  adoption  of  this  section  was  alto  supported 
by  Mesan.  Blount  and  Alexandbb  ;  and  opposed 
tiy  Messrs.  J.  C.  Suitb  and  Alston. 

The  yeas  and  nays  being  required  oq  it,  were — 
yeas  21,  nays  78,  as  foUows : 

Tiis — Evan  Alexander,  George  M.  Bedinger,  Wil- 
Uam  BlicUedge,  Thomaa  Blootat,  John  Claiborne,  Ja- 
cob Cromtinahield,  Jamei  Elliot,  David  Holmea,  Thoi. 
Kenan,  Duncan  MacFarland,  Jeremiah  Momm,  John 
Morrow,  John   Randolph,   Thomas    Sandfbrd,  John 


Joseph  Wniaton. 

Nat>— Wilha  Alston,  junior,  David  Bard,  Jrasph 
Ba^ei,  EHiaa  Betton,  Bamabaa  Bidwell,  John  Blake, 
jonioc,  Bobert  Brown,  William  Bntler,  UMrge  W. 
Gam^ll,  Levi  Catejr,  John  Chandler,  Christopher 
Claifc,  Joseph  Clay,  Matthew  Chty,  John  Clopton, 
Kicfaud  Cntta,  SamaJsl  W.  Dana,  John  DaTanport,  jr., 
John.Dawaon,Ehaa  Eaile,  Peter  Early,  Caleb  EUti, 
Sbeneser  Elmer,  William  Findlej,  James  Piik,  John 
Fowler,  Peleraon  Ooodwyn,  Andrew  Qregg,  Iiaiah  L. 
Green,  Silas  Halaey,  John  Hamilton,  Seth  Hutinga, 
i>avid  Hough,  John  G.  Jockion,  Walter  J  oneB,  Michael 
Iioib,  Matthew  Ljon,  Bobert  Marion,  Joaiah  Maalera, 
"WiUiam  McCrcAry,  Nicholas  B.  Moore,  Thomas 
Moore,  Jonathan  O.  Hosely,  Gunlon  8.  Mumiord, 
Roger  NalaOD,  Timothy  Pitkin,  joniqr,  Tbomaa  H. 
Bapdol^  J^  Baa  of  PannayWania,  John  Bhea  of 


Tenueaaee,  Jacob  Richardi,  John  Rnaaell,  Pater  SaiDy, 
Thomu  Saramons,  Mutin  O.  Schoneman,  BbNuaer 
Seaver,  Jamea  Sloui,  John  Smihe,  John  Cotton  Umilb, 
Samuel  8mi^  Henry  Sonthard,  Joseph  Stanton,  Lewis 
6.  Sturges,  Samuel  Taggaii,  Benjamin  Talbnadg^ 
Samuel  Tenuay,  David  Thomaa,  Philip  B.  Thompaon, 
Thomaa  W.  Thompson,  Uri  Tracy,  KiUiu  K.  Tan 
Renaselaer,  Joaoph  B.  Vamum,  Peleg  Wadsworth, 
John  WhitehiU,  Robert  WhitehUl,  Elipbalel  Wickw, 
Nathan  Williama,  Alexander  Wilson,  and  Richard 
Winn. 

Mr.  Alston  thenmored  the  following  proviso: 

"  Prwidtd,  neetrtheleu.  That  nothing  in  Ihia  act 
contained  shall  be  m>  conatrued  aa  to  impair  iIm  pro- 
▼iaioua  of  the  act  of  North  Carolina,  ceding  to  the 
United  States  certain  waatem  lands." 

This  motion  was  diaagreed  to — ayea  34 ;  when 

the  bill  was  ordered  to  a  third  reading  to-morrow. 

NAVT  APPBOPRIATlONa 

The  Houae  resolred  ilaelf  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  on  the  bill  making  appropriatioDS  fat 
the  aapport  of  the  Nary  of  the  United  Sute^ 
during  tne  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 

The  bill  waa  read  by  sectioni. 

The  Chaibiiak  haring  read  tbat  part  of  the 
bill  which  makes  an  appropriation  "for  repair  of 
vessela,  store  rent,  pay  of  armorers,  freight,  Bad 
other  contingent  expenses."* 

Mr.  J.  Ranpolpb  moved  to  £11  the  blank  with 
$4n,S50. 

Mr.  D.  R.  WiLLiAHB  moved  to  strike  out  tba 
words  "and  other  contingent  expenses."  Heeaid 
he  made  this  motion  with  a  view  of  ascertaining 
for  what  objects  these  cootinjieiit  expenaea  were 
intended  to  provide.  He  would  ask  the  chairman 
of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  for  infor- 
mation on  this  point.  He  believed  the  sum  con- 
templated to  be  appropriated  unnecessarily  large. 

Mr.  J.  Randolph  said  the  gentleman  had  asked 
for  information  which  it  was  not  in  hia  power  to 

SIve.  He  was  as  much  in  the  dark  as  the  geu- 
eman  as  lo  the  items  of  contingent  expenditure; 
and  be  should  not  have  moved  lo  fill  thia  blank 
with  so  large  a  sum.  but  from  the  conviction  tbat 
whether  they  proviaed  the  money  or  not,  it  would 
be  spent,  and  an  additional  appropiiation  be  made 
the  next  session.    Mr.  R.  saiil  he  viewed  an  ap- 


items  of  appropriation  might  aa  well  be  tumped 

*The  item  for  contingent  expanses  of  the  Navy,  com- 
priBei  commiaaiona  lo  aganta  lo  foreign  eountriea  and 
in  the  United  Stales,  officera'  travelling  eipensea,  ex- 
pense of  conveying  aeanien  &am  ooe  port  to  another,  aa 
for  inatance  where  Mameo  era  entered  in  Philadel[Jiia 
or  Baltimore  to  join  a  veml  fitting  oat  at  Waahington, 
the  eipenae  of  nautical  instrumenta,  aacb  aa  eompaaaea, 
quadianta,  spy-glaaaea,  &e.,  charts,  booka,  niodela,  diaw- 
inga,  aignals,  lantema,  oil,  candlea,  clamps,  Alel,  ban- 
mo<ia,  tmrnpsla,  glaaa,  cistema,  caaea,  meaa  klda,  axes, 
gridirocta,  tea  keltlsa,  i^eya,  aboveb,  long*,  ohanoal, 
■ulphnr,  aaitpelre,  fire  eDgiaeo,  fire  bocketa,  bMeJ  bags, 
and  an  infinite  varistr  of  other  aoeh  artiGlai^  aot 
eipraaaly  providod  by  law. 
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twMber,  BifJ  it  migtil  be  declared  that  a  miUion 
oFdollan' were  appropriaied.  Had  he  been  gov- 
erned bf  ha  own  opinioo,  ioBtead  of  ibe  forma 
irhich  bad  been  obeerred,  h*  wonld  have  been  ' 
I  ftVM  ofdraug^iing  the  bill  id  thi*  way,  for  thia  n 
MD.  If  the  expendiimea  of  the  Navy  excee<lcd 
tht>  SDIQ  by  8600,000  there  ww  no  doubt  the 
next  Congress  would  make  rood  the  deflcieoey 
without  an;  inquiry.  He  beliered  this,  as  what 
htd  taken  place  once  mieht  take  place  again. 

Mt.  R.  said  he  had  addressed  a  note  to  the  head 
oflh?  department,  slating  that  on  such  a  day  the 
Committee  of  Waya  ana  Mvana  withed  the  ap- 

SropriaiioB  bill  to  be  taken  np^  and  expresMDg  a* 
t&ire  that  be  woold  give  ihetn  laformaiioa  of  the 
items  of  contingent  erpeadinne,  m  ihey  consider 
the  smn  required  nimecetsarily  large.  He  had 
cdved  an  annwer  to  this  effect— the  Secretary 
raid  he  did  not  think  the  sum  too  large,  without 
entering  into  anr  explanation.  Mr.  K.  added, 
gentlemen  may  611  the  blank  as  ibey  please;  it 
will  be  no  check  on  the  expendiinre. 

The  CoDimiiiee  divided  on  agreeing  to  the  sum 
named  by  Mr.  RhnooLPH — ayes  49,  noes  37, 

Mr.  D.  R.  Williams  moved  to  strike  out  -'and 
other  contingent  expenses."  He  had  befure  aaid 
that  he  bad  lieen  impelled  to  make  this  motion 
from  a  sense  of  duty.  This  impressimt  bad  been 
strengthened  by  the  statement  of  the  Chairman 
of  the  Commiiieeof  Waysand  Means.  He  could 
not  think  it  proper  to  make  an  appropriation  i 
large  an  amount,  when  the  prD[ier  organ  of  the 
House  had  wichouC  sticcess  required  information 
from  the  head  of  the  deparment,  from  whom  he 
had  only  received  a  mere  opinion.  He  hoped  the 
Committee  would  agree  to  strikeout  tbis  general 
appropriation,  that  all  the  items  of  contingent  ez- 

Eendtinre  might  be  stated  to  ibe  House,  and  ihere- 
f  form  some  check  on  the  expenditure. 

Mr.  Leib  said  he  perceired  in  another  part  of 
the  bill  other  mention  made  of  contingent  ex- 
penses. He  would  be  glad  lo  know  what  they 
were.  The  House  ought  to  know  the  various 
ittims.  or  otherwise  make  a  general  provision  for 
contingent  expenses,  and  leave  it  to  the  head  of 
the  department  to  apply  the  money  as  he  pleases. 

Mr.  Dana  said  the  tirsi  contingent  appropriation 
was  Ibr  tbe  navy,  the  second  for  the  marine  corps. 
ir  striking  out  the  proposed  words  wonid  enable 
tbe  CommiKee  to  obtain  (he  information  sought, 
be  should  vote  for  the  motion.  He  had  no  objec 
don  to  voting  liberally  for  a  navy ;  but  be  thought 
die  L^islatnre  ought  lo  be  well  informed,  as  they 
would  otherwise  scarcely  discharge  (heir  duly  to 
their  const  iluenis. 

Tbe  motion  of  Mr.  Williams,  to  strike  out  "and 
other  contiflgent  expenses,"  wa3  disagreed  to — 
ayes  33. 

Ur.  J.  Ramdolpk  moved  (o  strikeout  that  part 
of  tbe  hill  nuking  ansf^ropriaiion  "for  cotnplel- 
la(  l^e  marine  barracks  at  tbe  oiiy  of  Wusbing- 
tOB."  Mr.  R.  said  ibisobjeet  appeared  to  require 
astandlng  appropriation;  and,  though  the  build- 
iM^was  finite,  the  appropriation  appeared  to  be 

Motion  agreed  to — ayes  66. 


Tbe  Committee  rose  and  reported  the  bill.  The 
House  having  taken  the  report  <A  the  Comiaittae 
into  consideration, 

Mr.  D.  R.  Williams  called  for  the  reading  of 
a  document,  stating  tbe  annual  expendilores  on 
the  Navy,  by  which  it  appeared  that  the  expendi- 
tures had  been  as  follows: 

For  1798 «fi70,914  M 

1799 3,848,187  M 

IBOO 3,385,340  48 

1801 *^n,*S»  74 

1808 «4M1S  S4 

180S 1,107,015  31 

1804 1,846,501  74 

ISOG l,40».Ha  61 


Total 


13,831,853  N 


Mt.  D.  R,  W.  renewed  his  motion  to  strikeont 
"and  other  contingent  expenses."  He  tbonght 
the  House  ought,  under  existing  circumstaaces,  to 
show  a  disposition  to  economise,  and  to  cattail 

e  expens 

the  mud,  and  the  President  on  her  beaiB  vaial 
Thirteen  mitlionaand  a  half  have  been  already 
expended,  and  it  is  now  proposed  to  add  $411,000 
for  contingent  expenses,  in  makinK  this  mouo« 
I  have  no  ob}ect  but  to  confine  the  Nkvy  Depart- 
ment to  properexpenies;  but  let  tlMai  firat state 
what  ihey  are. 

The  SpiAKEB  obaerred  that  this  motion  cooU 
Dot  be  received  until  the  amendments  of  tbe  Cob- 
miltee  had  been  acted  upon. 

Mr.  D.  H.  Williams  moved  lo  strike  out  "  for 
ordnance  950,000."*  He  did  not  perceive  the  use 
of  this  appropriation.  No  gendenen  accustomed 
to  travel,  but  must  have  seen  tbe  unproiecied 
slate  of  ibe  ordaance;  look  at  ibe  Turk's  ho^«, 
you  will  there  see  it  lying  exposed.  To  bis  knowl- 
edge it  was  in  many  other  instancet  in  tbe  suae 

Tbis  motion  was  lost — ayes  33. 

Tbe  amendment  of  the  Committee  to  fiD  the 
blank  with  "  $50,000,"  was  agreed  to,  without  ■ 
division. 

Mr.  EpFBa  offered  a  i^oviso  declaring  that  a 
larger  sum  than  $30,000  shall  not  be  expended  am 
the  repairs  of  any  one  frigate. 

Mr.  J.  Rardolph.— I  shall  rote  agaiast  diis 
motion  on  the  same  principle  that  I  voted  lo  fill 
the  blank  relatire  to  ooatiogeM  eipensea,  with 
9411,000.  If  we  cannot  lestraia  the  expeaditarea 
of  the  Navy  DepariDMOt  within  the  sun  mmwtMj 
fixed,  tStn  siviof  as  mnob  as  it  asked  for,  is  it 
not  the  idlest  thing  to  attempt  to  rectrnn  tban 
by  giviag  leiB  7  The  pnncipla  tm  wbidi  1  rated 
for  filling  that  btank  waa  this:    To  give  to  tbe 

"nie  item  fbr  ordnance  Muiprisas  oanoa,  can*" 
nades,  swivels,  blanderbinHM,  onuketB,  pisteis,*wiKda, 
boarding-pikes,  eutlasse*,  onnon  ball  of  every  ilMniip- 
tion,  musket  and  pistol  ball,  cannm,  moshet,  piand 
and  priming  powder,  powder  horns,  ptiDun;  borne, 
fluinsl  sad  paper  eamidges,  cartridge  hoies,  riew 
match,  lint  sto^s,  norma,  rammers,  apongesi,  wads, 
gtD4<>cks,  terew^TsiB,  flinta,  cartridge  thnad,  h/e. 
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Nftvy  DcpsrtnMDt  wbat  it  askx,  that  if,  at  the  end 
of  ibe  year,  more  ihall  be  expended,  the  blame 
may  &I1  OD  (be  ahontdert  of  tbe  Seeretiry,  aod 
not  OD  as.  Tbe  sum  npprapriated  for  eonliogenl 
«xpeaaM  anooBls  to  9411,000;  tbis  ii  Dot  tbe 
half,  but  it  is  more  tbao  a  third  of  the  wbole 
appropriated,  and  it  may  be  expended  od  repairs 
or  any  other  item  of  cootiogeai  eipendiiore.  It 
la  enormous.  But  withhold  the  appropriation, 
and  where  are  yoa?  The  expense  may  be  in- 
caired,  and  the  Oorerameni  called  on  to  make 
good  tke  deficiency;  and  there  the  buiinewwill 

With  regard  to  the  aam  requisite  for  the  repai 
«f  a  frigate,  her  titaatioo  batweeo  this  and  tbe 
oext  year  cannot  be  foreseen.  Tbe  Seevetaryi 
have  eaiimated  930,000  as  sufficient  to  repair 
one  frigate  as  they  now  staod ;  but  they  may  be 
placed  in  saoh  a  candiiion  as  to  require  a  mnch 
UrBer  sum.  Bui  I  am  against  the  ameudment, 
■aid  Mr.  R..  not  only  for  these,  but  for  other  rea- 
•OBS.  I  wili  nerer  consent  to  legislate  in  EU«h  a 
waf  as- to  make  it  appear  that  we  did  lw;itlate  in- 
telltgently,  when  in  fact  we  do  aoi.  Ifl  eaa  be 
aaiixfied  that  (30, 000  will  be  suffioieat  for  tbe  re- 

Eiir  of  a  frigate,  I  may  be  iodneed  to  vote  for  it. 
at  even  tbis  wonld  be  Dnaeceasary.  For,  after 
'•II.  the  bosineBS  mnst  be  eooSded  to  the  Head  of 
the  Department ;  and  he  will  be  a  better  Jodge  of 
(be  sum  required  for  llte'repair  of  a  ressel  than 
we  are.  If  he  cannot  be  iranted,  we  ought,  ia 
tDyopiaion,eiiher  to  refuse  the  appropriatioa  alto- 
gether, or  take  a  very  difierent  step  from  that  now 
proposed.  For  these  reasons  ]  am  nnwillinc  to 
appear  to  act  onderstandingly  on  asDbjeet  which 
I  know  DOthtDg  abont. 

Mr.  Bppm.— When  I  tnade  this  motion,  it 
under  the  impretsioa  that  what  Is  correct  in  , 
TSM,  ia  also  oorreet  in  public  conduot.  We  know 
that,  when  a  vessel  owned  by  a  merchant  gets  in 
a  eertain  sute,  it  is  more  tdrisable  to  sell  than  to 
r^Mir  her.  I  do  not  know  whether  1  have  fixed 
tbe  proper  sum.  All  1  wish  to  try  la,  whether  the 
United  Stales  are  disposed  to  repair  at  all  events 
their  frigates,  whatever  their  state  may  be,  or 
limit  the  sum,  after  expending  which  they  snail 
be  abaadoDed.    I  eonfeis,  however,  that  I  am  not 


On  agreeing  to  Mr.  E.'s  motion,  the  Houae  di- 
vided— ayes  38,  noes  57. 

Mr.  D.  R.  WiLLiAMa.— The  onruillng  Navy 
«xpenses  may  be  unpopular,  but  I  conceive  it  to 
be  riffbt.  For  that  purpose  I  will  renew  the  mo- 
tion I  offered  in  committee.  I  am  of  opinion  that 
«ll  tbe  eKpenditures  of  this  department  should 
pass  lo  review  before  the  Hoase.  When  I  first 
came  to  Washington,  1  went  to  the  navy  yard. 
I  there  saw  an  elegant  building  going  on.  I  in- 
quired under  what  appropiiaiion  tbis  was  auihor- 
izad,  and  was  aoswered,  under  tbe  appropriatioD 
'for  contingent  expenses.  I  remark«l  other  ex- 
unditures,  and  received  the  same  informaiion. ' 
'These expendiiures  may  be  ell  proper;  but  I  think  j 
that  every  gentleman  on  this  floor  ought  to  be 
-enabled  to  teli  bia  conslitnents  bow  the  publio  | 


cies,  aud  they  i 
term  es  of  land  in  the  moon.  Mr.  W.  concluded 
by  moving  to  strike  out  "and  other  coniiiig«Dt 
expenses,"  sad  calling  tbe  yeas  and  nays. 

Mr.  Alexander  was  against  the  motion,  as  an 
agreement  to  it  would  not  lead  to  tbe  okainiag 
any  further  information,  and  as  he  was  convioe^ 
it  was  impassible  to  specify  every  item  of  o^w^ 
ditare. 

Mr.  FiSK  was  of  opinion,  that  it  wnold  be  beat 
10  agree  to  the  motion  as  the  meaoa  of  obtaining 
a  detailed  estimate.  His  confidence  in  the  Head 
of  the  Department  was  not  diminished;  btit  it 
was  their  duty  to  be  fully  informed  on  whatever 
respected  the  expenditure  of  public  money. 

Mr.  Shili£  said,  that  ao  genilenian  would  een- 
sure  him  for  attachment  to  the  Navy.  He  never 
had  been,  nor  was  he  now  attached  to  a  fJAyy. 
fiai  the  situation  in  which  ihey  were  placed  was 
well  known.  If  there  was  time,  he  sbauM  ibe 
fllad  to  have  every  iteai  of  expandiinre  prodwacd 
by  the  proper  officer,  that  they  might  know  hoar 
to  aet  He  wa*  fally  urare  that,  in  lbs  Navf 
Departmmt,  it  was  more  difficult  to  aoiJoipatfl 
the  expenses  tfattn  in  any  other.  Though,  there- 
fore, he  was  no  friend  to  a  Navy,  as  it  had  not 
been  thought  proper  to  abandon  the  establish- 
ment, he  coasidered  it  right  to  make  such  graota 
as  were  neoe««ry  for  its  support-  If  it  wasearljr 
in  the  session,  or  if  he  thought  it  .possible  to  get 
the  information,  ke  should  vole  for  calling  for  it. 
But  as  they  were  leduced  to  the  neeestity  of  say- 
ing at  once  whether  they  woald,  or  wotild  not 
■nn>ort  the  Naviy,  he  ahould  be  in  favor  of  nnk- 
iog  this  grant. 

Mr.  EuiBa  did  not  see  the  least  ^odd  aAich 
could  result  from  the  notion.  IT  it  wonld  .p*»- 
vent  ao  unnecessary  expcnditme  of  the  ,p«riie 
money,  he  would  vote  for  it.  But  the  naUnei^ 
the  service  was  sueh  as  rendered  it  impoawMolo 
foresee,  or  provide  with  precision  for  expeoKa 
which  might  become  nceenaiy. 

Mr.  J.  Randolph  said,  it  had  been  stated  'bf 
the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania,  that  itwaa  loo 
late  to  get  this  infermatioo.  The  geatlemeo  wis 
mistaken.  Any  information  eould  be  bed  nov 
which  could  have  been  got  three  months  ago. 
R.  then  moved  that  the  further  conslderatiea 
of  the  subject  should  be  postponed  until  the  oext 
day,  that  gentleman,  who  uid  they  wanted  io- 
formatiofl  might  obtain  it  by  s  voteof  the'Hoose. 

Tbe  Speaker  proooaBced  this  motion  not  to 
in  order,  as  the  Clerk  had  previoosly  eon- 
menced  the  call  of  the  yeas  and  nays- 

Tbe  yeas  and  nays  having  been  taken  on 'Mr. 
D.  R.  Williamb'b  motion,  were — yeas  35,  nays 
66,  as  follows: 

YsAB— Burwell  Busett,  Christopher  Clark,  Josapk 
Clay,  Matthew  Clay,  Leonard  ConDiftoa,  Ens  Darby, 
Peter  Early,  Junea  Fisk,  James  M,  Gainatt,  Edwin 
Gray,  Miehael  Leib,  Dnucsn  MacFarland.  Palritk 
Mafrnder,  Joaiah  Masters,  OJdeon  Olin,  Thomu  San- 
mons,  Martin  O.  SehnnMiian,  Henrr  Boathsrd,  Rich- 
ard Sianiwd,  BMijarain  Tallmadfe,  Plia^  R.  Thomp- 
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■OB,  Abram  Trigf.  David  R.  WilUuDi,  AlezancUi 
Wilioii.  and  Joseph  Wimton. 

N^ia — ETan  Aiexauder,  Willia  AUtoD,  jun.,  Isaac 
AnderaoD,  David  Baid,  Joaepb  Barker,  Oeorga  M. 
B«diDgeT,  Bilaa  Betton,  Baniaba*  Bidwell,  William 
BlacUcd^,  John  Blake,  jun.,  Thomas  Blount,  Wm. 
Butler,  Geoi^e  W. Campbell,  LeriCaaey,  John  Chan- 
dler, John  Claiborne,  Frederick  Conrad,  Jacob  Crown- 
inahield,  Richard  Cults,  Samuel  W.  Dana,  John  DaT- 
«nport,  Jan.,  John  Dawion,  William  Dickaon,  Eliu 
Barle,  Jamea  Elliott,  Caleb  Ellia,  Ebenezer  Elmer, 
William  El;,  John  W.  Epp«a,  WiUiam  Fuidley,  Chaa. 
OoMdioioDgb,  Petenon  Goodnyn,  Andrew  Qregg, 
Iialah  L.  Green,  Silaj  Halaey,  John  Hamilton,  Seth 
Haatinga,  David  Holmei,  John  G.  Jackaon,  Walter 
Jones,  Thomaa  Kenan,  John  Lambeit,  Matthew  Ljon, 
Robert  Marion,  WilUam  McCreerj,  Nicholas  R.  Moore, 
Thomaa  Moore,  Jeremiah  Morrow,  John  Morrow,  JoD' 
athan  O.  Ifoselj,  Ourdon  B.  Mumfbrd,  Jeremiah  Nel- 
•on,  Roger  Nelson,  Thomaa  Newton,  jnn.,  Timothy 
Pitkin,  Jan.,  John  Pngh,  Thorn ai  M.  Randolph,  John 
Rea  of  rennaylvaDia,  John  Khea  of  Tennessee,  Jacob 
Riohaida,  John  Rossell,  Peter  Sailly,  Thomaa  Sand- 
Ibrd,  Ebeneur  Seaver,  John  &nilie,  John  C.  Smith, 
John  Smith,  Samuel  &nith,  Thomaa  Spalding,  Joseph 
Slanlwi,  Lewis  B.  Stnrgaa,  Samnel  Taggart,  Samael 
Teuue;,  Darid  Thomaa,  Thomaa  W.  Tbompwin,  Uri 
.  TiBcy,  Philip  Van  CoTtlandt,  KiUian  K.  Van  Rensse- 
laer, Joseph  B>  Varnnm,  Pelag  Wadaworth,  John 
Whitehill,  Robert  Whitehill,  Eliphalet  Wickes,  Marm- 
■doke  Williama,  Nathan  Williama,  and  Richard  Winn. 
Mr.  D.  R.  WiLLiAMa  moTcd  to  Tecommit  the 
bill  to  a  Committee  of  the  Wbote,  with  the  view 
of  obtaining  iafofmalioa  from  the  Secretary  of 
the  Navy  before  it  waa  definiiiTcly  acted  on. 
Tbe  motion  was  dingreed  to — aye*  41,  noet 

-  56:  when  ths  bill  waa  ordered  to  beeogroaaed  for 
a  tltird  reading  without  a  division. 

Hr.  Jackbon  hoped  it  would  not  be  read  a  third 

-  time  tinlil  Saturday,  that  information  might  be 
preTioasly  obtained  from  tbe  Head  of  tbe  Depart- 
DMOt.  If  it  should  not  be  then  obtained,  he 
woald  be  tbe  foremost  in  TOtiog  for  a  recom- 
mitment 

Mr.  R.  Nblbon  hoped  it  would  be  read 
morrow.  Tbe  bill  had  been  delayed  much  longer 
than  was  usual,  and  great  incdnTeniencei  hat' 
been  experienced  from  tbe  delay  which  had  at 
tended  it.  Should  the  (bird  reading  be  delayet 
till  Saturday,  it  might  be  late  in  the  session  before 
it  was  conclusively  acted  on.  The  other  House 
might  take  time  lo  diseuaa  ila  provisioas.  As  alt 
gentlemen  were  anxious  speedily  to  close  the  aes- 
■ion,  he  hoped  it  would  be  read  a  third  time  to- 
morrow. I  should  coincide  with  the  gentleman 
from  Virginia  in  tbe  course  proper  lo  be  pursued, 
if  I  thought  we  could  by  a  delay  of  a  few  days 
get  any  important  iDformation.  Bui  I  have  been 
told,  and  I  cannot  doubt  it,  that  il  would  take  an 
immense  length  of  lime  for  the  clerks  to  make  out 
■  complete  statement  of  the  contingeot  expenses  of 
tbe  last  year.  I  have  been  told  that  it  would  take 
months,  even  with  tbe  aid  of  additional  clerks. 
I  have  been  told  so  by  a  geollemaD  whose  vera- 
cilj  I  cannot  doubt,  and  whose  knowledge  on  this 
point  must  be  correct  Putting  off  then  this  bill 
10  Saturday  cannot  be  the  means  of  giving 


reel  informaiim  not  already  in  ottr  pos- 
If  I  thought  otherwise  I  would  wiUing- 
ly  wail  till  Saturday.  But  when  I  refiect  on  the 
(acts  I  have  slated,  and  see  that  it  is  impossiUe  to 
get  this  detailed  information  in  any  reasonable 
time,  I  think  it  best,  in  this  instance,  to  do,  as  we 
have  done  heretofore— to  vote  on  the  information 
of  the  Head  of  tbe  Department 

Mr.  J.  RAHnoLPH  said  he  felt  himself  called 
upon  to  reply  to  a  remark  made  by  the  gentleman 
who  had  just  sat  down,  who  had  said  that,  from 
some  cause  or  other,  this  bill  bad  been  untistialljr 
delayed.  He  would  tell  the  gentleman  one  eaoae 
of  this  delay.  This  very  item  of  appropiiatioD, 
which  the  gentleman  bad  just  agreed  to,  was 
part  of  the  cause.  But  he  wished  it  at  the  auM 
time,  lo  be  distinctly  understood,  that  there  was 
no  disposition  in  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means  to  delay  this  bilL  It  was  long  since  k- 
ported  to  the  House,  and  be  had  before  called  for 
taking  it  up.  Tbe  eommiitee  had  never  received 
any  intimation  from  the  Head  of  the  Departm^L 
itating  the  passage  of  the  bill  to  be  a  m&tteroi 
urgency ;  which  had  heretofore  been  common  in 
case  a  department  required  an  early  appropriatica 
of  money.  Had,  then,  the  Committee  ot  Ways 
and  Means  any  right  to  suppose,  after  having 
voted  S600,000  in  addition  to  the  appropriation 
for  the  last  yeei,  that  this  department  could  not 
wait  until  the  other  departments  had  been  served. 
The  truth  was,  that  toe  civil  list  appropriation 
had  been  the  oiily  one  unoeceasatily  delayed,  and 
that  delay  had  not  arisen  in  this  House.  Had 
they  heard  any  complaints  relative  to  tbe  War 
Department  1  Had  it  made  a  demand  of  sixty  or 
seventy  per  cent,  on  the  regular  appropriations, 
while  this  department  was  swallowing  up  money 
faster  than  they  could  provide  iti  He  had  heard 
it  insinuated  out  of  doors  that  there  existed  a  di»- 
poaition  to  distress  this  department  If  there  had 
been  such  a  disposition,  was  it  not  in  tbe  power  of 
any  member  to  call  up  the  bill}  He  appealed  to 
the  gentleman  from  PeonsylvaDii  if  be  had  not 
asked  him  to  call  it  up  in  his  absence,  and  if  he 
bad  not  replied,  that  he  would  as  soon  as  he  coold 
get  ihe  floor. 

Ur.  R.  Nelson  said  the  gentleman  from  Vir- 
ginia had  grosslv  misunderstood  him.  When  be 
said  that  tnis  bill  had  been  unusoally  delayed  he 
had  had  no  disposition  to  Insinuate  that  it  nad 
been  designedly  delayed,  nor  had  he  meant  any 
reflection  on  the  Committee  of  Way*  and  Means, 


.  _     WitLiiHe  said  bis  object  was  to  get 

information.  He  hoped  tbe  demand  of  the  House 
to  give  the  general  items  would  be  complied  with- 
He  wanted  no  details ;  all  he  wished  was  a  ataie- 
ment  of  general  items. 

Mr.  R.  Nelbon  remarked  that  such  a  statement 
could  be  of  no  use.  The  contingent  fund  of  ike 
Navy  embraced  article^  the  extent  of  which  coald 
not  be  calculated  with  any  precision — it  coold 
only  be  founded  on  past  expenditures — it  wma 
koown  that  the  last  year  there  was  an  expendi- 
ture of  $600,000  beyond  the  sum  appropriated. 
The  whole  expenses  of  tbe  Navgr  eoald  not  be  cal- 
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culated  at  Itie  begioDJog  of  the  yeir  with  oer- 
lainty,  parlicularly  when  our  afioira  were  unset- 
tled ID  tbe  Mediterranean.  During  the  last  year, 
three  hundred  of  our  captive  seamen  bod  been 
liberated,  and  to  each  seaman  arrearage  wages 
bad  been  paid  to  the  amount  of  four  or  fire  buu' 
dred  dollars.  In  contequeuce  of  this  and  other 
cucumsiaoces,  he  presumed  that  neither  the  Sec- 
reiarv  of  the  Navy,  nor  any  other  mortal  man, 
could  have  koown  the  expenditure  at  the  begin- 
oiDg  of  ilie  year.  He  did  not  pretend  to  say  that 
tkere  was  all  the  economy  in  the  Nary  that  saauld 
be ;  but  if  ihey  got  any  information,  it  could  only 
be  a  statement  of  what  had  been  laid  oat  in 


Mr-Yfl 


r.  Randolph  Mid  he  would  state  a  fact, 
enable  gentlemen  to  ascertain  whether  thete  bad 
been  any  eztraordioary  delay  on  this  occa 
Such  an  insinuation  had  been  thrown  oot,  and 
this  was  the  place  any  insinuation  of  this  kind 
ought  to  be  made  and  met,  and  not  at  the  fire- 
sides or  in  the  newspapers.    By  recurrence  to  the 
i'ournals,  it  would  appear  that,  io  the  first  rear  he 
lad  bad  a  seat  ip  tbe  House,  the  act  makioj 
appropriation  for  the  Navy  had  b^n  passeL,  ._ 
the  10th  of  May;  and  that,  in  the  first  year  he 
had  had  the  honor  of  being  on  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Meann,  the  bill  making  appropriati 
for  the  Nary  had  passed  on  ibe  1st  of  Maj. 
aald  he  had  not  had  time  to  turn  to  the  Joai 
of  other  sessions.    But  tbe  truth  was,  a  spendthrift 
never  could  be  sopplied  with  money  fast  enoogh 
to  aolicipate  his  waots. 

The  motion  to  read  the  bill  a  third  time  on  Sat- 
urday was  carried — ayes  55.  wheo  the  foUowing 
motion,  made  by  Mr.  D.  R.  Williams,  was  agreed 
to  without  a  division: 

Setoived,  That  the  Secretary  of  tbe  Navy  b«  directed 
to  Isy  More  thia  Haase  an  estimate  of  the  reapectii 
nuns  neccesarj  to  b«  ■ppropriated  for  repair  of  venel 
■tore  rent,  paj  of  armoren,  freight,  and  oontiiigent  tn 
pensei  of  tiie  Navy  for  ttie  year  180S. 

PLUHALirr  OF  OFFICES. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  to  prohibit  officers  of  the 
Army  or  Navy  from  holdiog  or  exercising  any 
civil  office. 

The  bill,  having  been  read,  was  reported  to  the 
House  wiinout  amendment. 

Mr.  N.  Williams  observed  that  when  this  bill 
was  first  read  he  had  remarked  that  be  thought 
it  contained  a  principle  not  lo  be  found  in  the  reso- 
lution OQ  which  it  was  predicated — a  principle, 
which  appeared  lo  him  to  be  new;  which  would, 
if  adopleil,  prove  extremely  pernicious,  aud  which 
went  to  the  removal  of  au  officer  in  the  enjoyment 
of  an  office  ConsiitutiooaDy  holden  by  him.  It 
did  not  belong  lo  the  Legislature  to  give  to  any 
law  a  retrospective  operaiion,  or  that  would  affect 
officers  in  the  eojoymeDt  of  their  CoostitutiouHl 
privileges.  If  ihey  did  so  ihey  would  assume  the 
Tight  of  removio^  an  officer  from  his  office.  The 
bill,  therefore,  asit  stood,  struck  him  as  altogether 
uncODstitutional.  The  Legislature  was  not  the 
proper  department  for  the  ezercise  of  this  power. 


Tbe  Constitution  had  provided  a  particular  mode 
in  which  officers  could  be  removed  from  office ; 
aod  the  Legislature  had  no  power  to  over-rule 
this  provision.  It  mav  be  said  (hat  we  are  only 
making  a  regulation  tnat  officers  of  a  eeriain  de- 
scription sh^  not  bold  another  office.  Mr.  Wil- 
liams said  he  agreed  to  the  correctness  of  this 
principle ;  hut  in  the  present  instance,  they  were 
afisuming  a  power  which  the  Constitution  did  not 
give.  He,  uierefore,  hoped  that  gentlemen  favo- 
rable to  this  principle  would  so  amend  the  bill  as 
to  remove  theobjeciion  he  had  stated.  If  it  should 
be  so  amended  as  to  confine  its  operation  to  all 
future  appointments,  he  should  have  no  objectioa 
to  it.  But  if  it  were  to  affect  existing  officers 
constitutionally  enjoying  their  offices,  he  consid- 
ered it  dangerousand  should  vote  against  it.  Not 
having  the  bill  before  him,  he  could  not  state 
what  amendment  would  he  satisfactory  to  him. 
He  therefore  moved  that  tbe  bill  should  be  printed. 
Mr.  J.  Clat  said  the  bill  was  very  short,  and 
oontaiaed  no  new  principle*  whateTer.  This 
was  an  age  of  discoveries,  and  the  gentleman  from 
New  York  has  discovered  that  the  bill  to  "  pro- 
hibit officers  of  the  Army  and  Navy  from  hold- 
ing  or  exercising  any  civil  office,"  is  at  war  with 
the  resolution  which  declares  "  that  provision 
ought  to  be  made,  by  law,  to  rend«  any  o^cer  in 
the  Army  and  Navy  of  the  United  States  in- 
capable of  holdiog  any  office  under  the  United 

This  is  really  a  discovery,  said  Mr.  C. ;  and  how 
tbe  gentleman  can  vote  for  the  one  and  not  for  the 
other,  isa  most  extraordinary  thing.  But  the  gen- 
tleman has  doobiless  made  a  Consciiutional  dis- 
covery— that  when  a  man  holds  au  office  tbe  office 
cannot  be  destroyed.    Bui  had  not  officers  under 


And  hare  not  the  commissions  of  tbe  judges  been 
revoked  ?  And  I  see  uoihiog  which  shall  prevent 
US  fromsayiaglbeGoverDorof  Louisiana  or  Indi- 
ana Territory  shall  not  be  a  military  officer.  As 
to  printing  the  bill,  as  it  consists  o/ but  three  or 
four  lines,  I  can  see  no  occasion  for  it  whatever. 

Mr.  J.  Randolph  said  the  gentleman  from  New 
York,  noiwithstaodiDg  his  extraordinary  modesty, 
had  certainly  made  a  great  discovery,  viz:  that, 
passing  a  general  law,  which  is  a  general  rule,  is 
similar  to  legislating  oo  a  particular  case;  that  a 
lawdecUriDgtbat  certain  officers  shall  be  appoint- 
ed forfour  years,  isequivalenl  to  A,  B,  and  C  being 
turned  out  at  the  end  of  four  years.  Tbe  bill,  Mr. 
R,  said,  was  strictly  conformable  to  tbe  resolo- 
tioo — ibere  was  no  aifiereace  between  them,  how- 
ever .the  gentleman  might  be  for  throwing  an  an- 
chor to  windward  to  claw  off  a  lee  shore.  Are 
we  about  to  say  that  A,  or  B,  boldina  a  military 
office,  shall  be  removed  from  the  civifoffices  ther 
now  hold  1  No^we  are  merely  saying  they  shaO 
not  be  both  held  by  the  «ame  person,  which  is 
surely  a  l^istative  act.  If  we  violate  the  ConstitB- 
tion  aud  trench  on  the  prerogatives  of  the  Exscn- 
cive,  has  not  the  Coostiluttoa  armed  the  Execu- 
tive with  a  power  to  defend  il«elf1  If  we  pass 
such  a  billi  will  not  the  £xeoutive  retora  it  to 
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us,  if  it  be  not  pre»ion»l);  Hirested  in  The  Other 
Housed  Are  we  a  Legislative  body,  with  the  pow- 
er of  bhifling  by  our  acts  the  whole  Qovernnient,! 
Jtt  B  roete  Chimber  to  register  edict*  and  ptaa  sup- 

{iieal  I  had  always  sufiposed  that  we  wer«  a 
.egiatatire  body,  nod  1  had  hoped  an  independent 
Legislature.  If  we  are,  we  have  a  right  lo  pre- 
acnbe  rules  for  the  ^verament  both  of  the  El-; 
■ecutire  and  the  Judrciary ;  for,  be  it  remembered,, 
that  before  a  bill  becomes  obligatory,  it  is  necea-, 
sary  to  hare  the  assent  of  the  other  hnoches.. 
But,  OD  the  coDsInietion  we  hare  beard,  I  ask  the 
gentleman  why  we  have  not  the  same  right  to  de- 
'cUre  a  man  afier  a  certain  day  shall  not  exercise 
Iwtha  civiland  military  cffiee,aB  to  say  that  cmmil- 
lllary  officer  shall  hereafter  be  appoioied  to  a  ciril 
office?  The  eentlemao's  ideas  will  apply  to 
one  case  ss  w«Tl  as  the  other.  lf|  however,  gen- 
tlemen choose  to  Yoie  out  the  bill,  they  will'do  as 
■they  please.  It  Will  be  extremely  easy  for  them 
-ID  find  a  pretext;  hut  they  will -not  be  able  lo 
assign  reasons  to  ioflueoee  the  voce  of  env  man 
-posscBsed  of  «  clear  head  and  a  soaud  con- 
Mr.  R.  Nelsoit  said  he  had  voted  against  the 
-molotiOQ  ofl  which  this  bill  was  bottomed,  be- 
cause be  thought  it  had  a  squinting  at  a  pariicu-' 
<Iar  case,  and  because  he  thought  they  had  no  right 
R)  pass  such  a  law.  Ii  was  a  sound  doctrine  ihat 
■the  taws  of  the  land  ought  to  be  general,  and  that 
tbey  ou^ht  not,  under  the  cover  of  a  general  law,' 
lo  provide  for  a  particular  case.  Mr,  N,  said  he 
-should  not  have  supposed  that  this  was  the  case  in' 
this  iostnnee,  bad  not  soma  of  the  advocates  of  tbti 
'bill  mentioned  the  man  eeainst  whom  it  was  in- 
tended to  operate.  He  had  another  reason  against 
'tbe  measure.  He  thought  they  hsd  no  Coosti- 
ttrtional  right  to  pass  such  a  law.  As  the  case 
of  the  Qovernor  of  Louisiana  had  been  raentioo- 
ed,  he  woald  likewise  notice  it.  Me  would  ask 
whether  theGovernorof  Louisiana  held  his  office, 
ofChiveraur  under  a  law  of  the  tJniiad  States  or 
tmder  the  Constitution'?  If  he  held  it  under  a 
'law,  be  wished  gentlemen  lo  point  it  out  He 
beJieved,  however,  there  was  no  such  law;  but 
-that  he  held  his  office  under  the  general  provia- 
ioni  of  the  Constitution.  If  he  were  correct  in' 
this  opinioQ,  be  would  ask  whether  it  was  com-' 
|»eieot  to  Conpress  to  alter  the  tenure  by  which 
'the  office  was  held  without  first  altering  theCoO' 
Mitution.  If,  under  the  Constilotion,  the  Presi- 
dent Itfld  a  right  to  appoint  a  military  officer  Qor- 
-ernOr  of  Louisiana,  Ite  would  a^  whether  they 
bad  the  power  by  law  of  sbridgifig  this  right  f  He 
apprehended  not,  as  it  required  as  great  a  power 
to  ando  as  to  create  a  Constitutional  provli ' 
The  ease  bad  been  likened  to  the  case  of  ai 
«ise  officer.  Bot  the  excise  offices  were  held 
tiodera  law,  and  it  was  only  necessary  to  repeal 
the  law  to  abolish  the  office.  Bo  with  regard  to 
the  judges.  When  the  law  establishing  them 
was  repealed  they  fell  with  it.    Butisihisa  :' 

hrcatte?    Arewe  about  to  repeal  a  law?    

We  are  about  making  a'law,  the  effect  of  which 
is  to  drive  a  man  from  an  office  which  he  now 
-  hold*  under  the  Co&Miiutlon.    Hr.  N.  said  these 


the  principal  reasons  which  hiduoed  his  to 
rote  against  the  bill  m»  well  as  the  resolution. 

Mi.  SMiLiBhopei)  [l>ebill  would  be  printed.    It 

rtainly  oeritMDed  a  principle  which  it  w«s  their 
duly  carefully  to  e>e  mi  He  before  tbey  adopted  it. 
He  would  confine  his  remarks  to  one  point— the 
CoDGiiiuiionaL  principle  rmplieatad  in  the  bill.  If 
it  provided  that  after  «  certain  day  do  appont- 
meni  shonld  be  made  of  a  military  man  to  c  eivU 
office,  the  aase  would  bedifierem.  Batiideelat«s 
that  alter  a  oertain  day  no  loan  shall  hold  beiha 
civil  and  military  office.  The  eases  which  had 
been  meDiioned  were  not  ariaJogous.  The  tfb»- 
val  of  offieais^by-iMabanding  the  army,  M>d  -that 
of  the  judges,  had  been  mentioned.  What  wck 
tbeae  oatas?  In  bock  hiit«n««B  a  law  had  -bees 
paased  afaoliihing  the  establishment  of  wbieh  tiny 
tbrroed  apart.  Wae  that  the  case  hcFel  No. 
On  the  eoBtruythcy  were  ahotit  to  pase  ■  law 
removing  a  nan  from  office,  wilhoot  abolishiHg 
the  office.  Could  any  gentleman  show  any  pow- 
er pasnawd  by  Coagress  of  remoringfa  man  fron 
officewithoutabohifimgitl  Mr.S.said  heshonU 
adhere  to  the  Ooostituiioa  is -good  *s  well  a>  had 
times,  and  deeming  this  incasOM  a  direct  viol*- 
tioD  of  it  he  should  rote  against  it. 

Mr.  Clare  said  lite  gwtleriian  from  Maryland 
had  declared  the  t^cer  alluded  to,  aCoestiintioial 
officer,  created  by  the  CoBstiiaiion,  aad  not  by  law. 
He  wtehed  ibe  Territorial  law  might  be  leAd. 

Mr.  R.  Nelsok  replied  that  he  had  said  no 
sueh  thing.  He  knew  full  wdl  that  there  was  ■ 
law  for  the  appointmeol  of  a^OorerDor  of  Loaiti- 
ana.  If  they  wished  to  get  rid  of  the  man,  they 
should  repeal  that  law.  He  bad  said  that  tbeap- 
poiDtmeni  mudoder  the  Gonetiiiiiioi^,  which  bo- 
ing  ConstituiioosJly  made,  there  WM  no  power 
in  the  Legialaiure  to  remove  him. 

Mr.  J.  Clat  Mid  the  objections  saiwd  hj  gga- 
llemen  to  ibis  hiil  appeared  toibici  very  Btmuge. 
Several  actsjhail  beeo  jMseed  by  the  Legklatvn 
establishing  rarioaa  offitw.  'Gendanen  all  «a- 
knowledgad.that  it  i&  in  the  peww  of  Congress  to 
destroy  ttiese  offices  by  repealing  the  laws  that 
create  them,  and  yet  they  deny  that  it  is  iu  their 
power  to  modify  them.  It  is  within  the  power 
of  the  Legislature  to  say  that  a  man,  ihou^  ap- 
pointed for  three  years,  shall  vacate  his  office  at 
the  expiration  of  one  vear.  So  it  Is  in  their  power 
to  say  no  military  officer  shall  be  appointed  Gov 
eroot  of  a  Territory.  If  tbey  have  power  to  re- 
peal a  law  and  destroy  the  office  created  by  it, 
there  can  be  no  question  of  their  baring  the 

ewer  of  modifying  the  office.  Your  law,  said  Mr. 
,  constitutes  the  Oovernors  of  the  Territories 
commandants  of  the  militia.    Surely  then  it  is  in 


ficersof  the  Army,  you  hare  a  right  to  destroy  the 
office  of  Brigadier  Oeneral,  or  to  say  it  shall  not 
be  held  by  a  Governor  of  a  Territory. 

Mr.  C.  said  he  had  no  comity  to  the  person  al- 
luded to.  He  bad  no  personal  knowledge  of  biffi. 
Buihe  was  of  opinion  that  a  man  appointed  loa 
civil  office,  which  was  n-om  its  natqre  local,  ought 
fat  to  hold  a  military  office,  which  might  carry 


1009 


mSTGRT  OF  CONGRESS. 


1010 


April,  1806. 


Pluraliti/  of  Officea. 


him  Trom  Ihe  place  where  ibe  Grsi  was  exercised. 
It  had  been  remarked,  bf  the  geDilemaii  rroni 
MarylBDd,  ihat  this  oRiceT  bad  been  appoioted 
under  the  CoDstitmioo,  b;  the  President  and  Sea- 
Bie,  and  that  il  would  require  as  great  a  power  to 
lepeal  as  (o  make  rbis  proTk^ioD.  He  agreed  to  the 
Accuracy  of  this  lemark;  bat  would  auswer  it  by 
siaiiag  that  the  proposed  law,  before  it  became 
bioding,  would  rrquice  the  concurrence  of  the 
President,  the  Seoate.aQd  that  House. 

The  House  dirideu  on  the  .motion  to  print  ibe 
bill—yeaa  46  nays  52. 

Mr.  N.  Williams  then  moved  to  amend  the: 
bill  by  adding  to  it  the  following  proviso: 

Fnmdtd,  That  thii  lot  ibatl  BOt  iflect  any  offietr 
now  huliling  »n  office  und«i  Ihe  Cofwliiuti»n  oi  an; 
existing  law  of  the  United  SlaUa. 

Thi»  emendmeiM  w«a  lUpportEd  by  MeMta.  S. 
Williams,  R.Nelbok,  and  Shilib;  and  oppoaed 
tty  Metsra.J.  Rahddph,  R.  WhitkhilLiDam^oii, 
Jaoksdh,  and  Adincy. 

Mr.  Rhba,  of  Tennnaee,  oppcned  both  the 
ameiidnMat  and  the  bilL 

When  Ibe  queation  wia  taken  by  yeis  KOd 
iwys  on  the  pro riio,  which  wu  uegatiTed — yeas 
36,  nays  66,  aa  followa: 

Yua— JoMpfa  Barkar,  Biniabu  BidwsH,  Osnrge 
W.  OeBpbell.  iAa  GhudleT,  Jaoob  UlSwiiiiidiiald, 
Richtrd  CaUi,  Bamuel  W.  Duis,  Em  Dartiy,  PeUr 
Eul;,  Jainei  BUiot,  WiUwti  Ely,  WtUiun  Tmiie}, 
John  Fonler,  8iUi  HtJsey,  John  Haaillon,  JoaHph 
Iienia,  JQpitir,  William  McCiaerj,  Jaremiah  Monow, 
Jooathui  O.  MoBBly,  Gurdon  '8.  Momfotd,  Jaiamiah 
Nelaon,  Bogra  Nelson,  John  Pagh,  ThooiH  M.  Ran- 
dolph, Peter  Saillj,  Junes  Sloan,  John  SmiliB,  Haniy 
Southard,  Joeeph  Stanton,  DbtiiI  Thomas,  Philip  Van 
Cortlandl,  Killun  K.  Van  Rensselaer,  John  Whitehill, 
Eliphalet  Wickea,  Marmaduke  William*,  and  Nallian 
WaiiaiDa. 

IftiB — Evan  Alexander,  Willis  Alston, junior,  Isaac 
Anderson,  Burwelt  Basset,  Georfie  M-  Bedinger,  John 
Blike,  jenior,  Thomaa  B Ion nt,  William  Botler,  Leri 
Com;,  John  Claiborne.  Chriitopher  Clark,  Joseph  Clay, 
Matthew  (^IbTi  John  Cloplon,  John  Dawaon,  Eliaa 
Oarle,  Odeb  Elhs,  itAta  W.  Bppea,  James  M.  Osmett. 
Gbariea  QiridabeHtiigh,  Peterson  GoodwTn,  Edirin 
Onj,  Isaiah  L.  Green,  Seth  Histingt,  David  Holmes, 
JtAsi  G.  Jackaon,  Water  JoMa,  Miabael  Lsib,  Matthew 
Lyon,  Ihuican  MaoFailaDd,  Robert  Maiion,  Joeiah. 
Maalara,  Niebolas  R.  Moore,  Thomas  Mono,  John 
Morrow,  Thomaa  Newton,  jnniwr,  Oideon  Olio,  Titn- 
.Mby  Pilkin,  junior,  Joaab  Quinoy,  Jrtn  Ruidolpli, 
John  Rea  of  Penn^Wania,  John  Rhea  of  Tennessee, 
Jacob  Richards,  John  RbsbsU,  Thromas  Sammows, 
Thomas  Sandford,  Kartin  G.  dchunenan,  Eboneaer 
Seaver,  John  Cotton  Smith,  John  Smith,  Samnel 
Smith,  ThomM  Bpalding,  Richard  Stanford,  Lawis  B. 
Btutges,  Samuel  Taggart,  Benjamin  TsUmaJge,  Philip 
R.  Thompson,  Thomss  W.  Thompson,  Uri  Trscy, 
Abrim  Trigg,  Joseph  B.  Vimum,  Peleg  Wadeworth, 
Robert  Whitehill,  DaviJ  R.  Williams,  Alexander  Wil- 
son, and  Joseph  Winston. 

The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  ODgvossed,  «ad 
read  the  third  time  lo-morrow. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  Houae 
that  Ibe  Senate  have  passed  Ihe  hill  entitled 
"Ad  act  making  appropriation!  for  the  support 


of  Government,  for  the  year  one  ibousand  eight 
hundred  and  six,"  with  several  amendments;  to 
which  they  desire  the  concurrence  of  Ibis  House. 


Friday,  April  11. 
Mr.  JoBN  C.  SiirrH,  from  the  Committee  of 
Claina,  to  whom  was  referred,  on  the  second  in- 
stant, the  DMroorial  of  Amelia  Eusene  Beannuw- 
cbais,  made  a  report  thereon ;  which  was  raad, 
•id  ordered  to  lie  on  tbe  table. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  Houae  a  letttr 
from  the  Seorctary  of  War,  tranatnitting  a  report 
in  rchkiioo  to  enndry  claims  to  land  (at  military 
services  rendered  in  the  kie  Reroiutionaty  War, 
io  puranane*  of  an  act  of  (he  nioeneentb  of  bfareh, 
one  (hotnand  eight  hundred  mod  four. «Biitled'^>Aa 
Ml  gianttng  fiinher  time  for  looating  military 
land  warrwiis,  and  for  oiher  purpose*  ;"  ftnd  an 
act  of  tbe  third  of  Match,  one  thensand  ei^t 
bnndred  and  fiv«.  entitled  "An  utto  autbonM 
the  Secretary  of  War  to  issue  laud  warranta.  and 
ibr  other  parpoaas;"  whish  wan-raadiandornered 
to  lie  00  the  ubie. 

Tbe  bill  aant  fratU'the  Semte,  miiiled  '^An  Mt 
ito  r«gnhite«odfijc,tbeeompeo*ation  of  clerks,  and 
for  other  purpoaes,"  was  read  twiee,  and  oommit- 
ted  toa  Oommitiee of  tbewholeHoase to-morrow. 

Mr.  JoHn  Randolph,  from  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means,  jH^sen ted  a  bill  making  appro- 
priaiions  for  carrying  into  efleei  a  treniy  between 
tbe  United  States  and  the  Cbicksaw  tribe  of  Indi- 
ans; wliicb  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to.ft 
Committee  of  the  whole  House  to-morrow. 

Mr.  John  Ranoolpb,  from  ibe  same  Commit 
tee,  iKeBenied  a  bill  mskms  appropriations  for 
carrying  inloeffi^t  certain  Indian  treaties  ;  whiofa 
was  reul  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Committae 
of  the  Whole  House  tD-mortow. 

A  Message  waa  reecLved  from  tbe  PKMiMirr 
or  Tan  Uniibd  STATBa,tranamittiag:a  siawaMOt 
of  the  militia  of  tbe  United  States,  aeaording  lo 
tbe  returns  last  leoeired  from  tbe  sevnsl  Statea 
and  Terriioriea.  Tbe  Menage  wm  rvad,  aDd.'t*- 
gether  with  ib^documenia  irmeniitted  tli»awitb, 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  laUe. 

Tbe  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ment fNTopoaed  by  the  Senate  to  the  bill,  entitled 
"An  act  making  anpropriations  for  ihe  aupport  of 
Government,  for  Ihe  year  one  thousand  eight  faus- 
dred  and  six  ;"  Whereupon, 

Ordered,  That  ibe  said  ameodoieDts,  together 
with  the  bill,  be-  referred  to  the  Commitiee  of 
Ways  and  Means. 

The  Houae  took  up  tbe  bill  preaeribinff  thu  ef- 
fect in  each  State  of  the  records  of  judgmanta 
and  deorecB  of  tbe  courts  of  rKord  of  every  othet 
Stale, 

A  debate  ofcODaiderabtelcngtbaroaeoo  this  bill, 

A  motion  made  by  Mr.  O.  W.  Campbell  to 
poilpone  the  bill  indeSoitely  wu  lost ;  when  it 
waa  ordered  to  ha  eogroHcd  for  a  thinl  reading  on 
Monday — yeas  63. 

The  Spbaxbb  laid  before  the  Honaa  a  letlw 
from  iha  Sectamry  of  Ihe  Nav^y,  iimasmtuiikg  -on 
•Etimate  of  the  sums  necessary  to  be  appropriated 
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for  repairs  of  Te»sels,  aiore-rent,  pay  of  armorers, 
freigbt,  and  cantiagent  expeows  of  the  Navy,  for 
the  year  one  thoasaDd  eight  hundred  and  six,  pre- 
pared id  obedience  lo  a  reMitation  of  the  Home  of 
the  tenth  iostant ;  which  was  read,  and  ordered  to 
lie  on  lb«  table. 

TENNESSEE  LANDS. 

The  bill  to  authorize  the  State  of  Tennesiee  to 
ittnegrantaand  perfect tttleatocertainlandi there- 
in detcribed  ;  and  to  Mttle  the  claims  to  the  unap- 
propriated land  within  the  aatne,  waa  read  the 
third  time. 

Mr.  Alston  moved  to  recommit  the  bill  to  a 
Commitiee  of  the  Whole,  for  the  purpose  of  in- 
troducing an  am«idment,  declaring  that  nothing 
contained  in  thin  act  should  be  so  conatrued  as  to 
impair  the  ceuion  act  of  North  Carolina. 

Thif  motion  was  supported  by  Measr*.  Alstoh, 
and  Albxahdbb;  and  opposed  byldesara.OBBao, 
J.  C.  Snitb,  and  Q.  W.  CiMPBELt,  and  diingreed 
to,  yeas  28 ;  when  the  bill  was  pasMd— yeas  63, 
nays  33,  as  follows: 

Vila — David  Bard,  Jotepb  Bufcer,  Silas  Betton, 
John  Blake.jnti.,  William  Butler,  George  W.  Camp- 
ball,  Levi  Ciuty,  Chiitfophcr  Clarit,  Jowph  Clay.  Mat- 
thew  Ctij,  Frederick  Coimd,  Jacob  Crowninshield, 
Kichard  Cnlts,  8«iniiel  W.  Dana,  John  Davenport,  jr., 
Ji^n  Danson,  Ellas  Earle,  Ebeneier  Elmer,  William 
Findley,  John  Fonler,  Edwin  <jt>j,  Andrew  Gregg, 
Isaiah  L.  Qteen,  8il»  HalwT,  Seth  Hastings,  David 
Hidmea,  David  Hongh,  JDtuiG.Jackson,  Waller  Jones, 
Midiaei  Leib,  Robert  Marion,  JosLah  Maatera,  William 
MeCreery,  Jonathan  O.  Moaely.  Gordon  S.  Huoiford, 
Timothy  Pitkin,  jun.,  John  Pugh,  Josiafa  Quiney, 
Hamas  M.  Randolph,  John  Rea  of  Punnsylvania,  John 
Ithea  of  Tennessee,  Jacob  Richards,  John  Ruuell,  Pe- 
ter SaiDy,  Thomu  Sammona,  Jsmei  Sloan,  John  6mi- 
lie,  John  Cotton  Smith,  Joseph  Stanton,  Lewis  B.  SCur- 
gta,  Samoet  Taggart,  Benjamin  Tallmadge,  Uri  Tracy, 
Abran  Trigg,  Philip  V«n  Cortlandt,  SiUian  K.  V«n 
EoiaseUer,  Peleg  Wadswortli,  John  Whitehill,  Robert 
WhilehiU,  EUphalet  Wiekes,  Alexander  Wilwm,  and 
Bichaid  Winn. 

Nais — Evan  AJeiander,  Willis  AUlon,  jon^  Bnt^ 
well  Basaett,  George  M.  Bedinger,  Bamabaa  Bidwell, 
WilliwQ  Blw:kledge,  Thomas  Blaant,  Ezra  Darby, 
James  Elliott,  John  W.  Eppes,  Peterson  Goodfrjn, 
ThOBiai  Kenan,  Patrick  Mi^roder,  Jeremiah  Morrow, 
John  Morrow,  Gideon  Olin,  John  Randolph,  Thomas 
Sandford,  Ebenezer  Seaver,  John  Smith,  Samuel  Smith, 
Thomia  Spalding,  Richard  Stanlbrd,  David  B.  Wil- 
liams, Marmaduke  Wiiliaiue,  and  Nathan  Williams, 
Joseph  Winston. 

PLURALITY  OF  OFFICEa 

The  bill  to  prohibit  officers  of  the  Army  and 
Nary  of  the  United  States  from  holding  or  exer' 
eiaing  any  civil  office,  was  read  a  third  lime. 

Mr.  Obevo  said  be  never  found  faimaelf  in- 
volved in  greater  difficulty.  He  was  in  favor  of 
the  principle  involved  in  the  bill,  and  yet  he 
could  not  vote  for  its  passage.  He  believed  thai 
it  was  a  correct  principle  that  civil  and  military 
offices  should  be  kept  aisiinct,  and  he  wished  the 
Constitution  had  prohibited  the  union,  la  rela- 
tion to  the  individual  on  whom  it  was  mentiooed 
yeaterday  thii  law  was  to  operate,  he  was  satis- 


fied it  would  be  best  if  he  could  be  removed  from 
one  of  the  offices  be  held,  and  if  sucti  a  course 
had  been  pursued,  be  should  have  been  in  favot 
of  destroying  the  office  of  brigadier  ireneral  to 
get  lid  of  tbe  officer.  The  effect  of  this  resola- 
lion  would  be  to  take  from  a  man  an  office  which 
be  held  under  the  CoDsliluiioo.  This  power 
they  did  not  possess.  Tbe  only  Conslilutioiisl 
way  to  effect  ine  object  was  to  destroy  tbe  offiw. 
He  would  agree  likewise  to  amend  the  Cooiiito- 
tion,  so  as  to  declare  the  anion  of  civil  and  mili- 
tary office  incompatible,  or  to  a  law  providiiu 
that  af^er  a  certain  time  no  person  shonld  bold 
two  such  offices;  and  be  should,  if  practicable, 
be  for  doingaway  the  office  of  Qovernor  of  Lou- 
isiana, because  be  believed  tbe  person  holdinfr 
that  office  was,  by  his  conrse  of  pnieeediugs,  pro- 
ducing a  dintarbance  in  the  Territory.  But  il- 
thongn  he  eatertained  a  favorable  opinion  of  tbe 
principle  of  the  hill,  and  would  wisa  to  remove 
that  gentleman  from  one  of  the  offices  he  hdl, 
yet  he  must  vote  against  the  bill,  as  it  went  ta 
the  nnconatiratioual  teutoval  of  an  officer. 

Mr.  Shiub  thought  tbe  passage  of  this  bill  io> 
Tolved  ■  principle  of  a  very  serious  natore.  A> 
to  the  abstract  principle  involved  in  the  bill  b« 
did  not  dispute  its  correctness,  or  that  it  ought  to 
have  been  a  part  of  tbe  Constilntion.  Bat  the 
question  wu,  whether  they  had  a  right  by  alegi»- 
lative  act,  to  prejudice  any  other  branch  of  the 
Ooyemment.  They  were  not  in  his  opinion  wai- 
ninted  in  trarelling  out  of  their  own  sphere  10 
remove  existing  evils.  There  was  bnt  one  my 
in  which  the  Constitution  provided  for  tbe  remo- 
tbI  of  a  public  officer.  It  says  "the  Preaideot, 
'  Vice  President,  and  all  civil  officers  of  ihe  Uni- 
'  ted  Slates,  shall  be  removed  from  office  on  ito- 
'  peachment  for.  and  conviction  of,  treason,  bri- 
'  bery,  or  other  high  crimes  and  misdemeanors." 
Here  was  the  true  and  only  sphere  in  which  the 
House  could  move.  If  the  Cfonstiiution  did  not 
give  tbe  right  of  removal  in  any  other  way,  it 
did  not  exisl,  and  if  they  undertook  by  a  legisla- 
tive act  to  remove  a  man  constitutiooally  ap- 
pointed] who  would  pretend  to  say  what  mischief 
might  not  result  from  it  1  For  these  reasons  he 
should  vote  against  the  hiU. 

Mr.  QciNor  said  it  appeared  to  him  that  one  of 
the  arguments  urged  by  geatleraen  aKaiosi  this 
bill  waa  fallacious — that  which  cooaideted  it  an 
invasion  of  the  rights  of  the  Bxeeeiive.  Tku 
argument  went  on  the  assumption  that  the  Proi- 
dent  would  necessarily  sign  Ine  bill  seat  to  bim, 
which  might  or  might  not  be  the  fact  If  be  ac- 
cedes to  it,  ibe  argument  of  gentlemen  falli  to  the 
rind ;  and  if  it  shall  be  returned,  it  will  then 
time  enough  to  discuss  the  CoDSUtatioQiI 
principle.  With  regard  to  the  general  eipediency 
of  passing  such  a  bill,  the  siroogest  argumenU 
would  be  found  in  favor  of  it  on  tne  page  of  his- 
tory. If  history  proved  aoyibiog,  it  was  thai  ihe 
condition  of  those  was  most  degraded  wholl^'^ 
under  the  colonial  governments  of  Repntili«' 
This  was  amply  proved  by  the  annals  of  ibeCai^ 
ihagenian  and  Roman  Republics.  The  territory 
unaer  contemplation  wfu  a  kind  of  colonial  gov- 
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erDment,  and  mi^bt  in  the  course  of  lime  be  a 

Ewerful  eogine  id  the  hands  of  the  ExecaiJTe. 
e  wished,  therefore,  for  a  sepantion  of  the  civil 
and  military  powers  which  miftht  arise  Dtidei  iL 

Mr^  Smilib  said  if  the  question  was  what  was 
most  coaTcnienl  or  best,  he  should  hare  do  diffi- 
culiy  in  agreeiog  with  the  geotleman  from  Mas- 
sachuietts.  But  it  rested  on  higher  ffrouad — on 
what  was  CoDstiiutional.'  If  he  haa  a  right  to 
.  make  the  CoDslitutioti,  he  would  have  no  besiia- 
tion  in  separating  the  civil  and  militar<r  powers. 
But  he  could  not  forget  like  occurrences  which 
'  had  taken  place  in  the  State  he  had  the  honor  to 
.  represent  in  pan.  la  that  State  there  had  been 
but  a  single  branch  of  the  Legislature  without 
any  Executive  veto  on  the  passage  of  the  taws. 
Me  had  seen  that  Government  destroyed  by 
sweeping  away  the  Executive  power  before  the 
irresistible  authority  of  the  Legislature,  and  he 
Itad  seen  the  people  obliged,  from  this  circum- 
stance, 10  give  up  that  constitution  and  frame  a 
new  one.  The  measure  under  coosideration  was 
of  the  same  kind.  The  Constitutional  powers  of 
the  Executive  ought  not  to  be  encroacned  upon, 
nnless  the  abject  was  to  produce  confusioc.  He 
had  seen  the  effects  of  such  measures,  and  depre- 
cat;sd  them.  You  may.  said  Mr.  S.,  abolish  the 
office,  and  the  officer  fails  with  it,  but  in  no  other 
way,  while  the  office  coniioues,  can  yon  remove 
the  officer  except  by  impeachment.  Shall  we, 
then,  in  order  to  get  rid  of  a  man  who  may  uot 
have  done  right  (and  as  for  myself  I  am  ready 
10  answer  I  bare  no  affection  for  the  man)  go  in- 
to a  new  scene,  the  length  of  which  we  cannot 
foresee?  This  principle  once  established  may 
lead  to  BDyibing ;  it  may  lead  to  a  destruction  of 
the  powers  of  ttie  Executive  aliosether.  lam 
as  tenacious  of  the  powers  of  the  Legislature  as 
any  man,  but  I  believe  the  powers  of  the  Bxecu- 
tive  10  be  equally  necessary.  Indeed  1  think  there 
Is  more  danger  to  lie  apprehended  from  the  over- 
whelming power  of  the  Legislature,  than  from 
the  powers  of  the  Executive.  For  the  Legisla- 
ture is  so  powerful  that  there  can  be  tittle  danger 
of  the  Sxeciitive  encroaching  opon  it. 

Mr.  Effes. — If  I  took  the  same  view  of  the 
operation  of  this  law  with  the  gentleman  from 
Pennsylvania,  I  should  certainty  give  it  my  neg- 
ative. As,  however,  I  voted  for  the  resolution  on 
which  ii  is  founded,  and  consider  the  law  in  con- 
formity with  the  resolotionj  I  will  assign,  in  a 
few  words,  the  reasons  which  will  govern  my 
TOte. 

We  have  been  told  that  all  the  departments  of 
Government  are  independent  of  each  other.  No 
man  denies  the  correctness  of  this  principle.  Let 
Qs  not  interfere  with  the  Constitutional  rights  of 
the  other  departments,  nor  aliandon  our  own. 
The  Executive  has  by  ibe  Constitution  the  right 
'  of  Dominating  for  office  any  citizen  of  the  United 
Sutes,  whether  an  officer  of  the  Army  and  Navy, 
or  not  This  l>eing  a  Constitutional  right,  be 
certainly  cannot  be  deprived  of  it  bylaw;  the 
right  remains,  and  may  be  exercised  if  the  law 
pBsaes ;  the  law  merely  severs  the  civil  and  mili- 
tary offices,  and  leaves  the  military  officer  to  de- 


cide whether  he  will  vacate  his  military  command 
by  holding  or  accepting  a  civil  office  ;  the  Exec- 
utive will  have  the  same  right  to  appoint— the 
individual  will  have  the  same  right  to  accept  the 
civil  office  as  heretofore,  but  the  acceptance  va- 
cates his  command  in  the  Army  or  Navy,  If, 
then,  the  Executive  right  to  appoint,  sod  the 
right  of  the  officer  to  accept,  remains  after  the 
passage  of  this  law,  bow  can  gentlemen  contend 
that  the  Constitutional  right  of  appointment  is 
narrowed  7  All  the  difficulty  on  the  present  occa- 
sion ariaes  from  the  law  beiog  made  to  bear  on 
the  Constitoiional  right  of  appointment.  It  is 
intended  to  operate  only  on  offices  in  the  Army 
or  Navy  which  are  created  by  law,  to  the  tenure 
of  which  we  may  annex  such  cendiiioos  as  the 
pnbltc  good  may  require.  Under  the  Coostita- 
tion  we  have  a  right  to  {^escribe  mles  for  the 
government  of  the  Army  or  Navy.  In  passing 
this  law  we  add  a  new  clause  to  the  articles  of 
war.  viz :  That  an  officer  of  the  Army  or  Navy 
shall  not  hold  or  accept  a  civil  office.  Do  gentle- 
men realty  suppose  that  we  have  no  right  to 
make  this  rnlef  If  we  can  say  that  an  officer 
shall  not  get  drupk,  that  he  shall  have|hort  hair, 
a  coat  of  a  certain  form ;  that  he  shall  not  absent 
himself  from  his  duty;  or  if  we  can  in  fact  an- 
nex any  other  condition  calculated  to  Insure  to 
the  public  his  services,  wbv  may  we  not  declare 
by  taw  that  he  shall  not  nold  or  accept  a  civil 
office,  he  shall  forfeit  bis  military  command? 
The  public  welfare  is  the  Iwsis  of  the  rules  for 
the  government  of  the  Army  and  Navy ;  we  have 
a  right  to  preacrilie  such  rules  as  the  public  good 
requires,  and  it  is  our  duly  to  establish  such  as 
will  insure  to  us  the  services  of  our  military  offi- 
cers in  that  station  to  which  they  are  appointed. 
But  we  are  told  we  are  about  to  remove  from 
office  acivil  officer  by  law.  Tbegentlemiofrum 
Pennsylvania  has  read  the  clanse  of  the  Constl- 
tation  which  provides  for  the  removal  of  civil 
officers  by  impeachment.  This  law  is  not  to  ope- 
rate on  civil  but  on  military  officers ;  civil  officers, 
it  is  true,  are  removed  by  impeachment — military 
officers  by  such  forms  as  we  think  proper  to  pre- 
scribe by  law;  the  operation  of  this  law  will  be 
precisely  the  same  with  any  other  new  rale  pre- 
scri|ied  for  the  government  of  the  Army  or  Nary. 
Suppose  we  were  to  pass  a  law  that  any  officer 
found  drunk  after  the  1st  of  July  next  shall  for- 
feit his  office — hishaving  been  drunk  tjefore  would 
not  subject  him  to  the  penalty  of  the  law — but 
his  being  drunk  after  the  first  of  July  next  would 
deprive  him  of  bis  office.  Apply  this  to  the  case 
of  a  civil  officer.  An  officer  of  the  Arm^  or 
Navy  having  accepted  a  civil  office,  or  holding  a 
civil  office,  does  not  at  present  vacaie  bis  military 
office ;  the  reason  is  Obvious — there  is  no  law 
against  it.  If,  however,  after  the  first  of  July 
next,  be  accepts  or  continues  to  hold  a  civil  office, 
he  forfeits  his  military  command  uuder  the  new 
article  of  war  which  this  law  establishes.  The 
law  severs  the  two  offices,  declares  them  incom- 
patible with  each  other,  and  leaves  the  individaat 
free  to  make  his  election.  As  to  the  general  prin- 
eipl«  that  the  ciril  and  military  ought  to  be  aep- 
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arate  and  diatiaet,  I  bare  do  doubt.  If  tb«  prin- 
ciple is  correct,  the  taw  ODghc  to  esiead  to  all 
cases,  not  only  such  as  may  hereaflei  arise,  tnit 
to  those  which  at  present  exist. 

Mr.  Stanpobd  sapportrd.  and  Menra.  Pind- 
LBT  aod  Sloan  oppused  the  ojll ;  when  the  ques- 
tion was  taken  by  yeas  aod  nays  od  the  passage 
of  the  bill—yeas  M,  aajs  31.  as  follows  : 

Till — Willis  Alston,  Isaac  Anderson,  Bnrwell  Bas- 
■ett,  George  M.  Bediii^r,  SiiisBettnii,  JohnBlaks.jr., 
Thomas  Blount,  William  Butler,  Lct!  Casej,  John  Ubti- 
bome,  Christopher  Clark,  Joseph  Clay,  Matthew  Clay, 
John  Dawson,  Sliaa  Earls,  PaMr  Eariy,  James  Elliot, 
Gdab  HIi*,  WiHiam  BW,  John  W.  Bpp«s,  Jaaiea  M. 
Oarnett,  FeUrson  Qoodwyii,  Edwin  Ot»,  Beth  Bmtr 
inga,  Dand  Hotniea,  John  G.  Jaokaosi,  Walter  Joaes, 
Miafaael  Liib,  Matthew  Lyon,  Duncan  McParland, 
Bobart  Marion,  Jonah  Maslna,  Nioltola*  B.  Moore, 
Thomas  Moaie,  Jetemiah  Monow,  J^tn  Monow,  Gar- 
don  a.  Hamfbn],  Thoiaas  Newtnn,  jr.,  Gidrnm  Olin, 
Josiah  Quiney,  John  Bandolph,  Thomas  M.  Randoph, 
John  B«*  of  Pennsylvania,  Jacob  Kichards,  Thomas 
Sammona,  Thomas  Sandlord,  Msjiin  G.  Schuneman, 
John  Cotton  Smith,  Jahn  Smith,  Samuel  Smith, 
Thomas  Spalding,  Richard  Stanfonl,  Lewis  B.  Stur- 
ges,  Samasl  Taggart,  Benjamin  Taltmadge,  PhiUp  H. 
Thompson,  rhomsa  W.  Thompson,  Uri  Tracy,  Abram 
Trigg,  Robert  WhitebUl,  David  R.  Williams,  Aleian- 
der  Wilson,  Richard  Wbn,  and  Joseph  Winston. 

Nits— David  Bard,  Joseph  Barirar,  Bamabaa  Bid. 
well  John  Chandler,  Jacob  Crowninshirid,  Richard 
Cutts,  Eira  Darby,  EbeaeHr  Elmer,  WiDiam  Find- 
lay,  John  Fowler,  Audrew  Gregg,  faaiah  L.  Oresn, 
James  Kelly,  William  MeCreery,  Jcretniafa  Helson, 
Timothy  Piikio.jt.,  Jolm  Pugh,  John  Raa  of  Ten- 
nessee, John  Rossell,  Peter  Sailly,  Ebeneier  Saaver, 
James  Sloan,  John  Smilie,  Henry  eonlbaid,  Joseph 
Stanttm,  David  Tbotnaa,  Pliil^i  VsnCottlandt,  KiJUsn 
K-  Van  Rensaetasr,  Joaqih  B.  Vanum,  Pelag  Wada- 
wortb,  John  Whitahill,  Elipbalct  Wii:kaa,  MannadnJte 
WilUanw,  and  Nathan  Williams. 

PUBLIC  DEBT. 

Mr.  J.  R&NDaLFB,  from  the  committee  of  con- 
ference, appointed  oa  the  disazreeiog  votes  of  the 
iwo  Rouses  to  ibe  act  to  repeal  so  much  of  anyact 
or  acts,  as  authorize  the  receipt  of  evidences  of 
the  public  debt,  in  payment  for  lands  of  the  United 
Suites;  and  for  other  purposes  relative  to  the 
public  debt — made  a  report. 

The  House  took  up  this  report,  which  recom- 
mended to  the  House  the  receding  from  their 
ameudineDI,  to  strike  out  thal-parlof  (he  original 
bijl  which  authorized  the  appoioiment  of  an  agent, 
with  power  to  make  purchases  of  the  public  debt 
'by  open  purchase,  aod  allowing  him  one  quarter  of 
one  per  cent,  on  all  purchases  made  by  him. 

A  short  debate  look  place  on  receding — Messrs. 
J.  Clay,  and  Q,uiNcr  anpported;  and  Mr.  J.  C. 
Smith  opposed  receding— which  was  disagreed 
to— yeas  35,  nays  38. 

When,oo motion ofMr.  J.  Randolph,  iheHouse 
resolved  to  insist  on  their  amendment. 

SaTDKDAY.  April  12. 

Mr. JoaEFH  Clat,  from  the  Committee  ofWays 

and  Means,  to  whom  were  referred,  yeaierda]r,tbe 


amendraents  of  the  Senate  to  the  bill  laakiag  ap- 
propriations for  the  support  of  Qoaernmeat,  for 
the  year  one  thousand  ei^t  hundred  and  aixiinade 
a  report  thereon:  Whereopon, 

Hetolved,  That  thia  House  do  agree  to  (befiiat 
of  the  said  ameodmeDti. 

Raotwd,  That  this  House  doth  disagree  toall 
other  of  the  said  amendments,  and  deaire  a  eoa- 
ference  with  the  Senate  on  the  sabjeet-matMt 
thereof;  and  do  appoint  Mr.  Joseph  Clat,  Mr. 
Mdsbls,  and  Mr.  Roobb  Nei^boh,  raaaagen  at 
the  said  eonfn^ee,  en  their  part. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  CommiitN  of 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  making  further  appropm- 
tion  towards  completing  the  south  wing  ol  the 
Capitol,  at  the  City  of^  Washing  loo.  The  Mil 
was  reported  with  an  amendment  thereto  ;  wkidi 
was  twice  read,  and  agreed  to  by  the  Houae, 

Ordered,  That  the  said  bill,  with  the  em^d- 


the  Whole  on  the  bill  xeax.  from  the  Senate,  en- 
titled "An  actfor  the  relief  of  OilberlC-Rossd." 
The  bill  was  reported  without  amendment,  and 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Commttteeof 
the  Whole  on  the  hill  making  approprrations  for 
carrying  into  effect  certain  Indian  ireatiea.  The 
bill  was  reported  without  amendtnent,  and  ordered 
to  be  engrossed,  and  read  the  third  time  on  Moo- 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  making  appropriations  for 
carrying  into  effect  a  treatjr  between  ibe  Uniied 
Statesahd  the  Chickasaw  tribe  of  Indians.  The  bill 
was  reported  with  several  amendmenta  thereto; 
which  were  severally  twice  read,  and  agreed  to  by 
tbe  House. 

Ordered^  That  the  said  bill,  with  (he  amentl- 
meots,  be  engrossed,  and  read  ihe  third  time  on 
Monday  next. 

'  The  HouM  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  tbe  bill  respecting  the  claims  to 
land  in  the  Indiana  Territory,  and  Suteof  Ohio. 
The  bill  was  reported  with  several  ameadoMiKs 
thereto  j  which  mre  severally  twice  read,  and 
agreed  to  by  ihe-House. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  hill,  with  tbe  amend- 
menu,  be  engroaied,  and  read  the  third  tiaa.oa 
Monday  next. 

An  engrossed  bill  laakiog  further  prorision  to- 
wards completing  the  south  wing  of^  the  Captiol. 
at  the  City  of  Waahiogton,  was  read  the  third 
time,  and  passed. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Cotnmittm  of 
(be  Whole,  oo  the  bill  to  suspejid  the  sale  of  eea- 
tain  lands  in  ibe  8tat«  of  Ohio  and  iodiaoa  T«f- 

Tbe  bill  Buspeods  tbe  tale  of  land*  on  wbidi  ia- 
itahoents  are  due,  until  tbe  first  of  Oetebar  aait. 

A  motion  of  Mr.  Lvon  to  extend  the  time  till 
February  the  first,  was  lost. 

The  Cforomittee  rose,  and  reported  tbe  bill  with- 
out amendment  which  mu  teada  third  liae  aad 
paaaed — yeaaW. 
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COURTS  OP  HBCORD. 

A  bill  prescribiDg  Iba  effect  in  eich  Stale,  of 

the  tecordaof  judgments  and  decrees  of  ibecoi^ris 

of  records  of  every  other  State,  waa  read  tbe  third 

Mfssrs.  Eellt  and'RBE^  of  Tennessee  opposed 
iu  passage ;  when  the  quesrioa  was  taken,  aod  the 
bill  passed — yeas 67,  nays  18,  as  follows: 

¥■*■ — Etui  Aleiander,  WiUia  Alilon,  jna.,  lawe 
An^noD,  Jowpb  Barker,  Surwell  Busett,  Bamobu 
Bidwell,  Robert  BrowD,  Willkam  Butler,  Levi  Cue?, 
John  Cbwidler,  Jobn  Clsibome,  Cbrislopber  Clark, 
John  Clopton,  Frederick  Conrad,  J BCbb  Crown inshield, 
John  Davenport,  juD.,  John  Dawaon,  Eliu  Esrla,  Peter 
Early,  Jama  EUutt,  Caleb  BUU,  WUIiam  Bl;,  WiUiam 
Fiodley,  Jimei  Fisk.  Jamea  M.  Oamett,  Peterson 
OoodiTjn,  Isaiah  L.Oreen.Silaa  H*he7,8elh  Haciinga, 
DbtjU  Hongh,  Thomas  Kenan,  Michael  Lejb,  Joseph 
Lenris,  jr.,  Duncan  McFarland,  Pstrick  Magrudar, 
Habere  MarivM,  Wiltmrn  McCreer;,  NicbolaaK.  Moons, 
ThnDM  Moore,  Jar«n>ifh  Morrow,  John  Morrow,  Oar- 
don  a  Mnnford.  Rogtr  Nelson,  (Mcon  Olin,  Tinothj 


uej,  Daiid  f  bemM,  Philip  S.  'hiompMi,  Tbonaa  W. 
Thampeoft,  Uri  7>3c;,  Josepb  fi.  Vamun,  Peleg  Wads- 
worth,  Jobn  Whitebill,  Nathia  Williams,  Bichaid 
Winn,  and  Joseph  Winston. 

NiT* — George  M.  Bedingei,  Silas  Betton,  Matthew 
Ckr,  Bamuel  W.  Dana,  Eira  Darby,  Charles  Golds- 
boroagh,  Andrew  Gref^g,  James  Kelly,  Jobn  Rhea  of 
Tennessee,  Thomas  Ssndford.  Martin  G.  Schoneman, 
John  Smilie,  John  Smith,  Samuel  Taggart,  Killisn  K. 
Van  RcnaaeUer,  Robert  Whitebill,  Eliphalet  Wickes, 
■nd  Alexander  Wilson. 

PIlOTBCTrON  OF  MERCHAHT  VBSMLS. 

Ttie  House  went  inloa  Commitleeof  the  Whole 
on  the  bill  concerning  the  further  safeguard  of 
mercbaot  vessels  in  the  Ticinity  of  the  Uoiied 
States.  The  first  section  of  the  bill  was  read  as 
follows: 

Be  it  enacted,  by  Ike  Senate  and  Houee  of  Rtare- 
tentative*  of  the  ViUicd  Siatei  of  America,  in  Con- 
gress auembled.  That  it  shall  be  lawfhl  for  the  Pre- 
sident of  the  United  States,  trhenerer  bo  shall  deem  it 
eipedient,  to  prohibit  the  exercise  of  hostilities  agnlnat 
merchant  reasela  in  any  of  the  roads,  or  cdaces  of  ett- 
cbinsige,  near  the  ports  and  harbot*  of  the  DniUd  8t^e«i 
tad  ^o  in  any  of  the  tracts  of  eea  within  the  prinoipal 
headlaods  on  the  ooastsortheUoitad  Slates;  audtorfr- 
qnirs  all  foreign  armed  ships,  or  f  ensb  of  whaMror  do- 
■oription,  to  abstain  fiom  seeing,  annexing,  or  moleel- 
ing,  any  merchanl  vevak,  withiii  Hiy  of  the  fmota 
and  pieeincis  afcneaid. 

Mr.  dtowNiHBBiBLD  moved^  to  amend  the  see- 
tioD  by  extending  the  contemplated  protection  to 
"American  citizens  or  other  pcrsoas." 

Mr.  Dana  considered  the  amendment  strperfln- 
ous,  as  theseciion  provided  against  moleaiing  mer- 
chant veeKls;  be  was  of  opinion  that  the  im- 
pressment of  seamen  would  be  a  molestation. 

Mr.  CitowniRBmBi.n  held  a  different  opinion  as 
to  theconsiruciion  of  the  section — which  only  pro- 
Tided  against  moleitiDg  merebant  vesaeb. 


Mr.  Blt  expressed  binaelf  of  the  sama  opinieit 
with  Mr.  Dana. 

Al^er  some  further  conversation,  Mr.  Cnowxitt- 
BBiBLD  withdrew  his  amendment,  and  submitted 
it  under  a  new  roodiScatton;  in  which  shape  it 
wan  disagreed  to,  under  the  idea  ibat  it  waa  si^- 

Ob  mixioD  of  Hr.  jAonoM,  the  section  was  so 
aneoded,  as  to  apply  the  provision  to  all  vea««la 
whataver. 

After  some  other  amendmeDts,  the  comraitieS 

rose,  and  the  bill  as  amended  in  Committee  of  the 

Whole  was  ordered  toa  third  reading  op  Mtmdsy. 

NAVAL  APPROPRIATIONS. 

The  bill  making  appropriatioiis  for  the  support 
of  the  Navy  was  read  the  third  lime. 

Mr.  J.  C.  Smith  moved  to  recommit  it,  for  the 
purpose  of  restoring  ihe  provision  for  oomfJetiog. 
the  marine  barraclu  at  the  Cit^  of  WashingWn, 
the&mount  of  expense  attending  which,  be  un- 
detstood,  had  been  already  partly  exnended. 

Mr,  CoHBAD  hoped  the  oill  would  not  be  re- 
committed, as  he  believed  tbe  provision  unaecee- 

iry,  aad  aa  it  had  been  slruekout  by  a  large  i&a- 
jority. 

Mr.  J.  G.  Smitb  said,  he  presumed  if  the  ex- 
pense had  been  already  incurred,  the  House  would 
not  obljeot  lo  providing  for  it. 

Mr.  Q,siNcv  said,  be  bad  received  like  inform^- 
lion.  He  had  not  conversed  with  tbe  chairman 
of  ibe  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  00  tbe  snb- 
jeot,  but  be  had  with  other  membars  of  the  com- 
mittee, aod  had  found  them  all  of  opinion  that 
this  item  ought  lo  be  restored.  He  understood 
that  a  part  of  the  sum  had  been  already  espended. 

The  moiion  to  recommit  tbe  bill  having  ob- 
tained—yeas 54 — the  House  went  into  a  Consmit- 
tee  of  tbe  Whole,  Mr.  J.  C.  Smitb  in  tbe  Chair. 

Mr.  J.  Cr.AV  observed,  ibai  since  the  House  bad 
agreed  to  strikeout  tbe  provision  Jor  completing 
the  barrachs,  be  had  understood  that  more  money 
had  been  applied  to  ibis  purpose  than  had  beea 
appropriated,  and  that  it  had  been  drawn  from 
the  private  funds  of  one  of  the  officers,  nndeir  an 
ondeivtanding  with  the  Heed  of  tbe  Department. 
He,  therefore,  moved  to  restore  the  item  "tbr 
complMing  tbe  roariiw  barrsoks  at  tbe  City  of 
WaahioglOB,  iliree  tbeusand  five  hwdred  dollaia." 

Mr.  D.  R.  WiiajAHS  said,  be  shoold  not  make 
any  objection  to  this  motion.  He  wotild  onlf 
call  rite  attentioo  of  the  Hoase  to  the  r^rard  they 
bad  heretofore  manifested  to  specific  appropria- 
tions, nader  tbe  hope  that  something  woald  b« 
done  tooircoiiMcribeaMUiDgeMies.  Hebr^ved 
that  this  particnlar  sum  had  been  expeaded  mtidi 
to  ibe  interest  of  the  oeantry. 

Mr.  Leib  said,  he  was  not  very  fond  of  making 
appropriations  in  this  way — for  particular  officers 
to  run  into  nnaothorized  expenditures,  and  then 
to  call  on  Congress  to  make  good  tbe  deficiency. 
Is  this  B  provision  for  compleciBg  the  house  for 
the  cumnMndant  ?  Is  that  the  marine  barracks  ? 
If  not,  then  under  what  appropriaiioo  ts  it  made? 
Is  it  under  that  of  contingencies?  Look  at  the 
bnildtDgs  at  the  navy  yard ;  is  all  tbia  expensa  i»- 
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cdTTtd  OQt  of  ihe  contingent  rand  1  If  it  is  not, 
it  is  not  authorized  bf  law.  Mr.  L.  said,  he  did 
not  know  that  he  should  mkke  aaj  objection  to 
this  item;  but  he  thonght  it  full  lime  lo  eheek 
this  loose  mode  of  procedure. 

Mt.  B.  Nbl80N  said,  he  did  net  understand  the 
force  of  tb«_  teasontoe  of  the  genilemen  from 
South  Carolina  and  Penosylrania.  Both  had 
made  a  great  show  of  liherality.  by  saying  they 
voald  Dut  oppose  this  particular  appropriation, 
at  the  same  that  they  condemned  the  course  of 
proceeding,  and  represeaied  the  country  as  cry- 
ing alona  at  this  kind  of  expenditure,  before  an 
appropriatioQ  was  made  to  cover  it.  He  believed, 
howerer,  that  it  was  almost  next  to  ioipoasible 
that  the  money  should  he  misapplied.  The  esti- 
mates were  made,  the  m.oney  appropriated;  and 
when,  in  the  application  of  it,  either  from  the  rise 
of  materials,  or  other  unexpected  eircumBtances, 
ihej  found  a  particular' object  unfinished,  was 
it  tight  to  suffer  it  to  be  exposed  to  the  weather, 
and  not  dona  for  the  want  af  a  few  thousand 


ceasary,  and  trusting  to  the  honor  of  Congress  to 
supply  any  deficiency  that  might  arise. 

It  had  been  inquired,  if  the  expense  of  this  build- 
ing was  not  paid  oni  of  the  contingent  fund  1  Mr. 
N.  said,  he  did  not  know  how  this  was ;  but  he 
did  know  that  a  ^leat  part  of  the  work  had  been 
done  hy  the  soldiery ;  and  for  that  he  thought  the 
officer  deserved  the  applausa  of  the  H^ose  and 
the  public,  instead  of  their  censure. 

Mr.  D.  R.  Williams  said,  he  had  tiot  dfont  any 
Buch  expression  as  had  been  intimated.  He  had 
felt  no  cetisure  ;  he  had  expressed  none.  If  he 
had  expressed  any  opinioa  of  this  officer,  it  was 
that  this  sum  had  been  economically  expended- 
He  observed  that  much  noise  had  been  hereio- 
foie  made  about  expenses  incurred  before  an  ap- 
nropriation  for  them;  and  he  was. much  mista- 
ken if  the  gentleman  from  Maryland  (Mr.  Nbl- 
boh)  had  not  as&isted  in  making  it 

Mr.  Dana  said,  he  was  in  favor  of  this  appro- 
priation. But  he  believed  the  ^ntleman  from 
South  Carolina  was  correct  in  saying  that  much 
noise  had  heretofore  been  made  about  adhering 
lo  specific  appropriations.  He  had,  however,  never 
had  much  faith  in  this  doctrine.  And  as  to  the 
Navy,  especially,  he  beliered  the  thing  was  unat- 
tainable; and  lets  money  was  required  forgen- 
eral  than  for  specific  appropriations.  He  believ- 
ed, howerer,  that  there  need  not  be  much  talk  on 
this  appropriation,  when  they  bad  recently  made 
an  appropriation  of  two  miJlioni  of  dollars  with- 
out any  specification  of  the  object 

The  question  was  then  put.  and  the  motion  of 
Mr.  J.  Clay  was  agreed  to  without  a  division. 

Mr.  D.  R.  Williams  said,  he  wished  so  to 
modify  that  pert  of  the  bill  which  appropriated 
four  hundred  and  eleven  thousand  nine  hundred 
and  fifty  dollars  ''  for  repair  of  vessels,  store  rent, 
pay  of  armorers,  freight,  and  other  contingent  ex- 
penaes,"  as  to  cepaiat^  the  items ;  to  give  the  De- 


partment all  it  asked,  but  fix  a  particular  sam  to 
each  item.  He  held,  he  said,  the  report  of  the  pec- 
retarv  of  the  Navy  in  his  band,  and  if  he  wa«  dis- 
posed to  be  ill-natured,  he  could  make  a  handle 
of  it.  But  his  opposition  was  to  the  system,  not 
to  the  man ;  for,  if  he  was  correctly  infonaed,  the 
motives  on  which  the  gentleman  went  into  (dice 
were  honorable  to  him.  To  gain  his  object  he 
would  move  to  strike  out  this  provision. 

Mr.  CoNRAO  opposed  the  motion,  and  remarked 
that  the  expenditure  under  one  item  might  lUl 
short  of  the  sura  appropriated,  which  would  reqcire 
that  the  deficiency  should  be  made  up  from  the 
surplus  of  another. 

Mr.  Dana  said,  this  amendment  was  warranted 
by  the  former  usage  of  the  House,  and  the  mes- 
sage of  the  President  of  the  United  States.  At 
the  first  session  of  the  seventh  Congress  the  Pres- 
ident had  observed  that — 

"Id  out  c*re,tiM>,  of  the  public  coBtrfliatiauaMitnutad 
to  oni  dinetian,  it  wonld  be  prudent  to  moltiidy  bairiR* 


reJneuiK  thenndeEiied  field  of  contibgeDoisa,  and  tbn«- 
bj  circumscribing  discretioilai;  powuf  over  maiH^." 
This  opini<^  had  Seen  given  five  years  ago; 
and  they  might  now  infer  that  it  bad  been  fouiMl 
that  it  could  not  be  carried  into  effect,  as  to  (he 
military  or  naval,'  service.  Mr.  D.  said,  he  con- 
sirred  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  u 
bringing  up  this  question  directly  before  theHonse; 
Will  you  adhere  to  specific  appropriations,  or  will 

Ku  abandon  them?    Mr,  D.  said,  he  had  nevot 
en  in  favor  of  them  in  relation  to  the  Navy  or 
Army. 

Mr.  R.  NBLeaN  sxid  that,  like  the  gentleman 
from  South  Carolina,  he  had  been  very  early  ia 
favor  of  specific  appropriations.  The  message 
which  had  been  read,  was  founded  in  good  sense, 
and  met  his  approbation;  but  it  bad  never  been 
intended  to  apply  the  recommendations  it  con- 
tained to  such  a  case  as  this ;  and  it  was  totally 
impossible  to  make  the  navy  efficient  if  rucb  a 
specification  were  to  be  madci.  Did  the  gentle- 
man know  how  the  accounts  of  the  public  vessels 
at  a  distance  were  kept  1  He  bad  gained  some 
information  on  this  point  from  navy  meik.  The 
vessels  in  the  Mediterranean  were  exposed  to  va- 
rious expenses.  The  captain  drew  a  bill  on  the 
navy  agent  in  London,  or  at  some  other  place. 
This  was  sent  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  who 
did  not  know  for  what  the  amount  had  b«m  ex- 
pended, till  the  vessel  letnmed  to  the  Uniled 
States,  when  the  account  was  settled.  So  that  it 
was  impossible  for  them,  sitting  here  in  Wash- 
ington, to  tell  for  what  the  amounts  of  tbeae  bills 
had  been  expended.  If  they  appropriated  spcciii- 
cally  for  every  object  of  expenditure,  the  over 
sum  for  each  ol^ect  must  he,  although  waoied 
for  another  object,  for  which  a  sufficient  ^umJuul 
not  been  appropriated.  Thus  much,  required  to 
be  done,  must  remain  undone;  for,  altliougti 
money  enough  might  have  been  appropriated,  it 
could  not  be  got  at  for  the  purpose  for  vhicli  it 
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was  wanted.  This  result  would  be  inevitable. 
Beaides,  in  militarf  affairs,  it  was  imi>OEsibie  to 
calculate  with  precision.  Ten  ibousand  things 
migtit  arise  which  could  not  be  aniicipale^  bv 
any  baruan  wisdom.  It  ToIIowed  tbai,  alibough 
an  adherence  to  specific  appTopriaiioos  was  highly 
desirable  in  all  cases  where  it  was  practicable,  as 
ID  meeting  civil  expenses,  )[et  that,  for  military 
parposes,  they  must  necessarily  go  on  in  tbe  old 
way. 

The  question  was  then  taken  oD  th«  motion  of 
Mr.  D.  R.  WiLLiAHa,  which  was  disagreed  to — 
yeas  32,  nays  51— when  the  Committee  rose,  and 
reported  the  bill,  which  wu  paased  without  a  di- 

[The  following  is  tbe  repoit  of  the  Secretary  of 
tbe  Navy,  alluded  to  in  the  above.] 

Nati  DarxBTMin,  Aprii  II,  1806. 

Bia;  In  oonifriiuicewitbtliaraaolD^aof  tlu  HouM 
of  Bapraaenlatiiei,  1  hnawith  tmumit  to  jou,  to  be  laid 
b«iors  tbraa,  paper  A,  whicb  ipedfies  the  •eTenl  iiim*  of 
mon^,  lespaetively,  wanted  for  repairB  of  tmuIr,  fbr 
■loie  iBnt,  hi  pay  of  armoien,  for  freight,  and  toi  con- 
tingnil  eipciuei  of  tha  Naiy  fbithe  yeai  1806. 

Tbe  eatimate  tor  lepain,  ai  well  aa  fbr  tbe  other 
itemi  in  thii  «tat«ment,  ii  obvioQiIy  altogether  conjec- 
tural, Universal  experience  hataacertaineilthat  prac- 
fical  men,  bowevei  conversant  in  naval  architecture, 
can  farm  no  precise  opinion  from  any  previous  survey 
of  s  ship  requiring  repair  of  conseqaence,  aa  to  the  ei- 
tant  and  cost  of  iuch  repair.  The  lum  slated  as  ne- 
ceanry  may  not,  and  I  hope  will  not,  be  wanted.  In 
mch  case,  it  of  conrae  wUl  not  be  eipended.  Bat  I 
bave  deemed  it  eipe£eut  tb  eatjniate  for  the  largest 
anm  ^lat  I  have  reason  to  apprehend,  in  any  state  of 
Ihinga,  may  be  requind.  Thu  I  have  done  ai  a  mea*- 
wr«  of  preoaation,  and  nnder  an  impresaion  that,  at  aU 
times,  and  eapeciaJly  at  a  cnsia  like  the  picMnt,  all  the 
ftigatas  and  other  vassals  of  the  Navy  ought  to  t>e  com- 
pletaly  preparad  for  service  at  any  moment  Oovon- 
ment  may  have  occanon  for  them. 

I  am,  reneetflilly,  air,  your  obedient  •arvant, 

BOBERT  SMITH. 

Hon.  Nirrxutiii.  Macob. 


e  oftht  *um»  ruetMtary  to  bt  pppnpnat»d  far 
ftipairt^eetmh,  tton  rent,  pay  ofarmortn,fraght, 
and  atnikigtnt  sagDOUM  of  the  Navy,  for.  the  year 
yBOS,  prepared  m  obedUrue  to  the  raahttioii  ofth» 
Boute  ofS^reientiaitei  of  the  lOth  April,  1806  .- 
For  repairs  of  vessels — This  item  comprises  tbe  ei- 
panie  of  procuring  the  necassary  timber,  maata,  yards, 
copper,  iron,  anchors,  cables,  standiqg  and  mnning 
rigging,  canvaaa,  dec.,  the  making  and  repairmg  die  ne- 
cssaary  boata  of  a  ship,  water  casks,  dec,  and  the  pro- 
fcananal  and  maauat  labor,  requirad  Cor  the  pnrpose  of 
Topalring,  and  keeping  in  repair,  all  the  vaaaali  of  what- 
ever description,  belonging  to  tbe  Navy  of  the  United 

States 303,300 

For  store  rent,  in  the  Meditairanean,  the  Uni- 
ted States,  and  elsewhere,        -        •        -       3,600 


For 


For  fiieight — This  item  comprises  the  e^cpenae 
of  transporting,  in  the  Unilad  Slates,  and 
from  the  United  States  to  the  Medit^rrane- 
an,  timber,  masts,  yards,  plank,  cordage, 


660 


canvass,  powder,  ball,  beef,  pork,Soiir,  bread, 
spirits,  molasses,  peas,  suet,  butler,  and  ev- 
'ery  other  description  of  articles  requu-ed, 
uther  fbrtherepaira  of  vessels,  or  the  main- 
tenance of  the  crews  of  vessels  -  -  -  60,000 
For  contingent  expansea — This  item  com- 
prises commissions  to  agents  in  foreign 
countries  and  tbe  United  States,  officers' 
travailing  expenses,  the  eipenie  of  nsnti- 
cat  instnmienlii,chaBts,  books,  models,  draw- 
ings, signals,  lanterns,  lamps,  oil,  fbcl,  can- 
dles, bsmmocks,  trumpets,  glass,  dstems, 
cans,  mess  kids,  backets,  axes,  gridirons, 
lea  kf  tllea,  shovels,  tongs,  charcoal,  sulphur, 
adtpetre,  fire  engines,  bread  bags,  and  an 
iuflnite  variaQr  of  othersuch  articles  -         -     46,000 

$413,460 


MoNDAT,  April  14. 

An  engrossed  bill  rcf^pecting  claims  to  land  in 
the  Indiana  Territory  and  State  of  Ob!o  was  read 
Che  third  time,  and  passed. 

An  engrossed  bill  making  appropriations  for 
carrying  into  effect  certain  Inaian  treaties  was 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  agreed  to  the  resolution  of 
this  House,  of  ifae  eighth  instant,  fixing  a  day  for 
the  adjournment  of  the  two  Houses  of  Congress, 
with  an  ameodmeni;  to  which  they  desire  the 
concurrence  of  this  House.  TheSenatehaveagreed 


}  the  c 


nference  desired  by  this  House  ( 

ndments  depending  be- 


tbey  d( 
The 


suhj act- matter  of  the  amendi 
tween  the  two  Hous^  to  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  making  appropriations  for  the  support  of  Got- 
ment  for  tbe  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
six,"  and  have  appointed  managers  on  tbeir  part. 
The  Senate  have  passed  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act 
authorizing  a  detachment  from  Cbs  militia  of  the 
United  States,"  with  an  amendment;  Co  which 
sire  the  concurrence  of  cbts  House. 
House  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ments proposed  by  the  Senate^  to  the  resolution 
fixing  s  day  for  the  adjournment  of  the  two 
Houses  of  Congress;  and  the  said  amendment 
being  to  strike  out  the  words  "Wednesday,  the 
sixteenth,"  and,  in  lieu  thereof,  to  insert  tbe  words 
Monday,  the  twenty-first,"  was,  on  the  question 
put  tbereapon,  agreed  to  by  the  House. 

A  Message  was  received  from  tbe  President  of 
[b«  Uaited  States  commtinicaiiDg  informuion  in 
relation  Co  onr  affairs  wich  Tunis.  Tba  Message 
was  read,  and  referred  to  tbe  Committee  of  Way >■ 
and  Means. 

PROTECTION  OF  MERCHANT  VESSELS. 
An  engrossed  hill  concemios  the  further  tafe- 

Suard  of  merchant  vessels  in  the  vicinity  of  ibe 
'nited  States,  was  read  the  third  time ;  and  on 
the  question  that  the  same  do  pass,  it  was  resolved 
in  the  affirmative — yeas  87,  nays  5,  as  follows: 

YiAs— Willis  Alston,  jr,  David  Bard,  Joseph  Bar 
ksr,  George  M.  Bedinger,  Barnabas  Bidwell,  John 
BUa,  jr.,  Tlwmas  Blout,  Bobart  Brown,  Levi  Casey. 
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Johii  ChaaJlec,  John  Cluboroe,  Chriitophra  Cluk, 
Matthew  Clay,  John  Clopton,  Frederick  Conrad,  Sick- 
wd  CuIU,  Samuel  W.  Dana,  Ezra  Dacbj,  Joho  Da- 
Tcnport,  jr.,  John  Dawson,  Eliu  Earle,  Jamei  Elliot, 
EbeaeKi  Elmer,  William  Ely,  John  W,  Eppes,  Wil- 
liam Findlej,  Janea  Fiak,  John  Fowler,  Jamei  M. 
Oamett,  Chirlw  Gold«boTOUgh,  Peterson  Goodwya, 
Andrew  Oregg,  la&iah  L.  Greea,  Silas  Halaey,  John 
Hamilton,  Seth  Hattiagi,  Datid  Bolnm,  David  Hough, 
James  Kelly,  John  Lambert,  Michael  Le^,  Joa.  Lewis, 
jr^  Matthew  Ljon,  Patrick  Magruder,  Robert  Msiion, 
Joaiah  Masters,  Nicholas  R.  Moore,  Thomas  Moore, 
John  Morrow,  Jonathaa  0.  Mosely,  Jaremiab  Nelson, 
Roger  Nelson,  Gideon  OUn,  Timoihy  Pitkin,  junior, 
John  Pugb,  Josiah  Quincy,  Jfcob  Richards,  John  Rus- 
WU,  Peter  BailEy,  Thomas  Sammons,  Thomas  Ssnd- 
fbrd,  Martin  G.  Schuneman,  James  Sloan,  John  Bmilie, 
John  &Bith,  Samuel  Smith,  Richard  Stanford,  Joseph 
Stanton,  Samuel  Taggart,  Benjamin  Tatlmadge,  Sam- 
uel Tenner,  David  Thomas,  Philip  R.  Thompson, 
Thomas  W.  Thompson,  Uti  Tracy,  Philip  Van  Cort- 
land, Killian  K.  Van  Keiuaalaar,  Joseph  B.  Vamum, 
Feleg  Wadsworlh,  John  Whitehill,  Robert  Whitehall, 
Mvmaduke*  Wiltiaaia,  Nathan  WilUams,  Alexander 
Wilson,  Richard  Wjno,  and  Joseph  Winston. 

NAi»~Pet«r  Earlj,  John  Rea  pf  Pennsyhania, 
John  Rhea  of  Taniwuee,  Abnun  Trigg,  and  David  R. 
WillUuiu. 

DUTT  ON  SALT. 

Mr.  J.  Randolph  said  he  was  about  to  ctll  the 
atienlion  of  the  Houis  to  a'  subject  which  he 
should  not  bare  probably  brought  into  view,  but 
for  [he  change  wrought  in  the  state  of  the  reve- 
nue, io  conaequence  of  the  peace  with  Tripoli. 
Among  the  different  articles  from  which  moneys 
were  drawD,  there  was  aone  bo  heavily  burdened 
la  salt  i  and  it  would  be  recollected  that  it  was  one 
of  the  necesxaries  of  life^  and  an  article,  the  free 
use  aud  coasutnption  of  which  was  of  oiaierial 
impoTtauce.totheagricuIiure  of  the  country.  Two 
acts  had  been  passed  laying  a  duty  do  this  article. 
It  was  no  new  tbiog  to  wtsh — it  was,  indeed,  ex- 
tremely desirable  to  diminish,  if  not  to  take  off 
this  duty,  and  for  that  purpose,  be  subcaitted  the 
following  resoiutioa : 

Retoited,  That  the  GommitiM  of  W^s  and  Menu 
be  inatructad  to  inquira  into  the  oxpediencj  of  repay- 
ing BO  much  of  any  act  la  lays  a  duly  on  aalt ;  and  to 
rsport  aach  provision  as  may,  in  their  opiaioii,  be  eal- 
culaled  to  meet  the  defldency  occasioned  by  that  repeat 

Mr.  Thom AB  said  the  Commitlee  of  Way*  and 
Heaoa,  of  which  the  gtotienan  {rom  Virginia 
(Mf.  J.  RANI101.PH)  who  has  laade  tk«  motioD, 
wa*  and  still  is  Cbairruan,  were  instructed  by  this 
Home  in  ih«  early  part  of  lastBenioii,on  anoiioa 
which  he  had  the  hoaor  then  to  submit,  to  inquire 
into  (he  eipedieocy  of  reducing  tbe  duty  on  salt, 
and,  if  he  recollected  ri^ht,  they  were  directed  to 
npoTt  by  bill,  or  oihernii«;  but,  fron  some  cause 
or  other,  to  him  uakoowa,  that  committee  h>d 
nerer  yet  made  any  report  on  that  hul^eot  Coor* 
teay  might  induce  bim  to  impute  this  neglect  to 
the  maltiplioity  of  businesa  put  into  the  bands  of 
the  numbers  of  that  committee. 

He,  Mf.  T.^  always  considered  the  duty  oi  this 
Kticle  (oo  high,  and  CtUiag  ponieulatly  heavy 


on  the  agricultural  part  of  the  eommunity.  Jt 
was  now,  and  always  bad  been  bis  wish,  to  reduce 
it  as  soon  as  our  revenue  would  permit,  if  coosis- 
tenl  with  the  provisions  made  for  paying  off  our 
national-  debt,  and  meeiiug  the  other  exigencies  oT 
Government.  For  his  part,  he  was  at  a  Toss,  how- 
ever, to  discover  that  the  present  situation  of  oar 
revenue,  and  the  calls  on  Government  for  expend- 
iture, together  with  the  present  aspect  of  our  for- 
eign relations,  warranted  this  measure  more  now 
than  iast^eai.  ,  It  was  true  that  the  war  with  iha 
Barbary  rowers  up  the  Mediterraneait  had  cease^ 
but  it  was  also  true,  that  the  two  and  a  half  per 
cent,  additional  duty  on  goods  paying  ad  valotem 
duties  hax  likewise  ceased  with  the  peane  conclud- 
ed w^tb  Tripoli.  This  duty  was  laid  for  the  *ap- 
port  of,  and  was  more  than  adequate  to  the  expeua 
of  that  war. 

He  repealed  that  he  was  io  favor  of  redneinf 
tbe  duty  oo  salt  wbeoever  weconld  part  wiihB> 
mu^h  of  oui  rereutie.  He  regseued,  howevar, 
chat  tbe  gentleman  from  Virginia  (Mr.  &ait- 
oolph)  had  ooi  brought  tbissohjevt  op  at  ao  ear- 
liw  period  of  th«' session,  Wfaen  it  migtat  hava 
been  in  oup  power  to  bare  esattMoed  into  it,  a«^ 
if  found  practieaHe,  to  bave  redaced  the  dalr- 
Bat,  as  the  geml^man  is  himself  Cbairmaa  oC 
the  Committee^  and  has  it  in  bis  power  to  act  oa 
it  immediately,  if  he  pleases,  he  hoped  ^e(Mr- 
Ranoolph)  would  obey  tbe  instruclions  of  the 
House  when  predicated  on  bis  own  moiicD — al- 
though h^  did  not.  when  instructed  by  a  resolu- 
tion ^bmitted  by  bim,  Mr.  T. ;  and,  therefore,  he 
would  vote  for  the  resolution,  with  an  expectatioa 
that  wa  shall  now,  at  least,  have  a  report  on  Um 
subject. 

Mr.  J.  R*HDOi.Fii  said'  he  had  but  mo>or  thrsB  ' 
words  to  <£er-  on  th»  subjacc  of  the  naotion,  amU 
to  have  baen  ofiteed  during  tha  laal  yeafv  on  thia 
point.  He  bad  a  diitinct  raoDlleeiioa  of  aoob  s 
aotiaa  haviBf  beea  offered,  andhenlsorecoU«a»- 
ed  that  he  b^  told  the  movn  of  tt  that  it  w«a 
not  then  poasible  to  tatK  off  tha  Aavf  opo*  wli, 
inasmuch  as  they  bad,  only  the  session  preceding, 
beeii  compelled  to  raise -addiiiooal  rerenue  for  the 
purpose  of  carrying  on-the  Tripolitsn  war.  He 
did  MH  re«aUeat  whether  tbetaMkwIaa  bad  bew 
agreed  to  by  the  Hotts&    But,  it  would  be  lecai- 


■.i  ia  conductiagaa  ImpeachineBt  peadtag  h 
the  other  branoh  of  (bo  Lfegialalur«h  If  tha  Cmb- 
mittea  of  Ways  aad  Means  had  failed  ia  (heii 
duty  to  »atte  a  report,  the  House  waoU  perecira 
that  it  was  ^  one  of  tboaa  trivial  aotieM  which 
had  been  made  ander  etrennsMUwea  thai  did  not 
entitle  it  to  respect ;  fbr,  iriien  it  was  eoaaideral 
that  they  bad  recently  been  obliged  to  resort  to 
new  taxes  for  carrying  on  an  existing  war,  it  eixitl 
not  have  been  expected  that  they  were  in  a  siim- 
tioo  to  dispense  with  old  ones.  The  reason  whf 
this  resolution  had  not  been  brought  forward  al 
an  earlier  period  of  the  session,  Mr,  R.  said,  waa 
most  obvious.  He  had  not  heard  of  the  eonoln- 
sion  of  peace  with  Tiipoli  till  Stiurdaf ,  aad  thia 
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Chickmaw  hdiant. 


H.opR. 


iru,  thefefore,  the  earliest  oceasion  that  offered 
foi  making  it 

Mr.CHAHDLEBsaid  he  hoped  the  motion  vrontd 
preTail.  He  had  himaelf  contemplated  mtking  a 
similar  motion. 

Mr.  SMtuB  likewise  sapported  the  motion. 

Mr.  Alston  uid  he  heattiljr  ooocurred  in  the 
propriety  of  taking  off  the  duty  on  lalt ;  bnt  he 
thought  iheHouse  ought  preriously  to  know  what 
equivalent  coald  be  brought  forward.  This  anb- 
ject  had  been  thought  of  before  this  proprasition 
nad  been  submitted,  and  the  continuation  of  the 
duty  of  two  aod  a  half  per  cent,  bad  been  con- 
sidered an  advisable  substitute.  But,  he  had  doublt 
of  the  propriety  of  the  direclion  proposed  ,Io  be 
f^iven  to  ihii  business.  He  thonzht  this  resolu- 
tion, together  with  that  offered  by  a  eeDtlcnian 
from  Massacfausetls,  shontd  go  hand  in  hand  with 
each  other;  whether  they  Went  to  the  Comroitiee 
of  the  whole  House,  or  to  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means,  was  immaterial  tohim.  That  if  one 
of  these  sources  of  revenue  was  given  up,  the 
other  should  be,  at  the  same  time,  substituted  in 
room  of  it.    He  said  he  did  not  know  in  what 


from  Massachusetts  was,  which  he  wou^d  wish  to 
know  before  he  voted  on  this  resolution. 

A  Member  observed  that  the  Home  had  never 
agreed  lo  consider  it. 

Mr.  Thomas  said,  as  the  gentleman  fVom  Vir- 
ginia appeared  to  have  forgotlsa  that  the  Cummil- 
tee  of  woich  he  was  Chairman  were  insirncted  to 


ly  part  o: 
ead  that 


the  Clerk  to  i«ad  that  part  of  the  Journal.  The 
resolution,  he  said,  pasted  about  the  first  dty  of 
December. 

Mr.  J.  Rahdolpr  said  he  ceriaiBly  did  not  deny 
the  existence  of  such  a  resolntioo.  He  had  ooljr 
observed  that  he  did  not  recolleet  having  received 
it  from  the  Clerk. 

The  Clerk  read  the  resolutios  offered  last  sei- 
■ion  by  Mr.  Thomas,  ob  the  7lh  of  Deeember, 
1304,  which  was  such  as  he  had  staled,  and  which 
appeared  to  have  received  the  saaction  of  the 

Ur.  Alston  then  moved  that  the  resolnllon 
should  be  refetred  to  a  CommiOee  of  the  Whole, 
which,  a£t«r  a  few  words  in  opposition  by  Mr. 
Lbib,  was  disagreed  to — yeas  22  j  when  the  origi- 
nal motion  obtained  without  a  division. 
CBTOKASAW  INDIAFI8. 

Thebill  making  appropriations  for  carrying  into 
elect  the  Treaty liet ween  the  United  Stales  and 
the  Chickasaw  tribe  of  Indians  was  read  a  third 
time. 

Mr.  Lyon  declared  binsdf  against  this  bill,  on 
account  of  the  provitioos  eontaioed  in  the  Inird 
section,  and  moved  a  reoommitmeiU  of  the  hill  to 
ft  Cotumittee  of  the  whole  Hooae,  which  waadi»- 
agreed  to— yeas  S8. 

The  question  recurring  on  the  passage  of  the 
bill,  Mr.  Qaidoy  objected  to  the  provisions  of  the 
third  seotiun  ;  which  are  as  follow*: 

"Sec.  8.  And  bt  it  farther  maettd.  That  if  any 
9th  CoiT.— 33 


person  sbaill  make,  or  ittempt  lo  msJra,  b  aQttUmsnt  OD 
stiy  of  the  lands  thiw  ceded  by  the  Cherokee*  snd 
CMebuv*Hi  and  lying  vritbjn  the  MUmssippi  Terrilo- 
rj  ;  ai  ^all.  nnleu  aDtfajnised  H>todD  by  ueSorvtyor 
of  the  Public  Lands  soath  of  Tenneageo,  sane;,  or  at- 
tsmpttoiarvey  iDch  lands,  or  designate  boundaries,  by 
muViBg  trM8,  or  otherwise,  such  i^oder  shall,  od 
couTutian  thsivDf  In  any  eoort  of  record  of  the  United 
States,  or  of  any  of  the  Terrilories  of  the  ume,  forfeit 

a  Bum  Dol  less  than  ¥ ,  nor  ezoeeding  % ,  and 

suffer   imprircninent   for  a  term  not   less  than  

nonthi,  nor  exceeding; jesn.  And  it  shall,  more- 
over, be  lawful  for  the  Freaident  of.  Iha  United  Stata*, 
and  he  is  hereby  required  to  emptoy  inch  Military  faK» 
aa  he  nay  judge  neceeaary,  to  remove  firom  the  aaid 
lands  any  per»Q  who  iball  make,  or  attempt  to  make, 
any  aeltlement  as  aibreuid  :■  Provided,  That  nothiBC 
herein  contained  ehalt  a&ect  peraoni  making  lettle- 
ments  on  lands  parcbesed  from  the  United  States  in 
confonnit;  with  Uie  procediilg  lection  of  this  act." 

Whereupon,  a  short  debate  ensued,  in  which 
Messrs.  Qaincy  and  Lton  opposed,  and  MeiMSi 
J.  Randolph,  J.  Clat,  and  Gbimki,  supported  the 
passage  of  the  bill- 

The  former  gentlemen  opposed  it  on  twcannt 
of  the  preceding  provisions,  which  they  eoosid' 
ered  as  calculated,  by  Butborizicg  th*  use  of  uil- 
iiary  force,  to  prevent  the  leeal  ad justaeDl,  by 
judicial  decision,  of  claims  under  individuals  pre- 
tending to  have  good  liiles  to  a  partof  (he  country. 

The  latter  Kentlemea  contended  that  the  power 
given  to  the  President  was  not  only  just  in  itself, 
but  absolutely  necessary,  to  prevent  an  intrusioti  on 
the  lauds  of  the  United  States  by  a  particular  de- 
scription of  the  Yazoo  claimants,  who  were  repre- 
sented as  having  formed  the  purpose  of  estahlish- 
io^  an  extensive  settlement  on  them,  and  thus  ere* 
ating  a  force  which  would  keep  possession  of  the 
country  in  defiance  of  the  laws  of  the  United 
Slates. 

The  question  was  then  taken  by  yeas  and  nays 
on  the  passage  of  the  bill— yeas  68,  nttys  33,  as 
follows : 

Yeis — Evan  Aleiuider,  Willis  Alston,  junioi,  IsasB 
Anderson,  David  Bard,  Burwell  fiauett,  Geoige  M, 
Bedittger,  John  Blake,  joaior,  Thomas  Blount,  Robert 
Brown,  Wiltiam'BuUer,  Levi  Casey,  John  Clsibome, 
Christopher  Clark,  Joseph  Clay,  Matthew  Clay,  Ji^ 
Clapton,  Frederick CoDrad.Esa  Darby.John  Dawson, 
Blias  SariF,  John  W.  Eppes,  Jarne*  Fisk,  James  M. 
Qamett,  Charles  Goldsboraugh,  Peterson  Goodwjn, 
Bdwia  Oray,  Andrew  Ore^  IniA  L.  Green,  9Ubs 
Halsey.Jofan  Hnnitton,  Dtcrid  Holmes,  John  O.  Jack- 
son, John  Lambert,  Mlebael  Leib,  Josesh  Lewis,  jr.,  Pa^ 
lie*  Harodar,  Bsbert  Harion,  Jnalah  ICaatM,  WiWam 
MeCreery,  Nicholas  R.  Hoore,  Thomas  Hoore,  Jsve> 
Buab  Morrow,  Jolm  Morrow,  GnrdoB  8.  Mnmlird, 
Bogec  Nelson,  Thomas  Newtaa,  jnmsr,  John  Pugfa, 
Joha  Randolph,  IAa  Res  of  PennaylTania,  Jacob 
Richards,  Thomas  SammonsiThoiaas  Saadlbrd,  Jaatss 
Sloan.  John  Smilie,  John  Smith,  Bamnel  Smith,  Hew? 
Southard,  Richard  Stsnfbrd,  Philip  R-  Thompson, 
Abram  Trigg,  Philip  Van  Cortlandt,  John  Wbttehill, 
Robert  WWtchill,  David  R.  Williams,  Aleiander  Wil- 
son,  Ridiard  Winn,  and  JosMih  Winston. 

Nits— Joseph  Barker,  Jobn  Chandler,  Orchard 
Cook,  Richard  Cutts,  Samuel  W.  Dana,  John  Dsven- 
port,  jtnuor,  Jaiass  BUiot,  Caleb  BUis,  Ebeneier  Shner 
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Willinm  Elf,  Wililam  Findle;,  John  Fo<*leT,  Seth 
'Bntiaga,  David  Hough,  Mallhen  Lyon,  Jonathan  O. 
JSotelj,  Jeremiah  Nelwin,  Gideon  Olb,  Timothj  Pit- 
kin, jr.,  Joaiah  Quincj.  John  Kuiaell,  Martin  G. 
ScbuiiemaD,  Joaeph  Stanton,  Banmel  Taggart,  B«n}a> 
min  Tallmadge.  Samuel  Tenney,  David  Tbonu,  Tho- 
mas W.  ThompMn,  Uii  Tracy.  Killian  K.  Van  Reni- 
■daer,  Joaeph  B.  Vamiuu,  Peteg  Wadawwth,  and 
Nathiin  Witliama. 

PUBLIC  DEBT. 

Th«  House  rMolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  ihe  bill  aupplemeDtarr  to  ihe  net, 
enlilled  "An  set  makiapprovisioB  foriBeTedemp- 
tioDof  ih«  wholepublicdebtof  ibeUniied  Siues." 

Mr.  Vabhum  considered  [heobjecis  conierapln- 
ted  by  tbis  bill  too  ImpoTtant,  Rod  the  subject  too 
kbslruse,  to  betikel)r,it  eo  late  a  period  of  the  ses- 
■ion,  to  command  that  stieoiioo  tbey  merited ;  and 
therefore  moved  thai  the  Commiitee  should  rise, 
wUh  ■  Tiew  to  postponing  the  farther  coDsidere' 
tion  of  the  bill  to  the  next  session. 

Messrs.  Tallhadoe and  Q,uiHCV supported, and 
Messrs.  J.  Clay  and  J.  Ranoolph  opposed  this 
motion,  which  was  disasfreed  to — yeas  32,  nays  42 ; 
when  the  bill  was  consiaered  by  s^iionsjaudsome 

E ogress  made  in  it,  when  the  Committee  lose,  and 
,d  lexve  to  sit  again. 

Tdesdat,  April  16. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ment proposed  by  the  Seriate  to  the  hill,  entitled 
"Aaaciautborizioga  deirichment  from  the  militia 
of  the  United  Staten:"  Whereupon, 

RtatAvtd,  That  this  House  do  agree  to  the  said 
amendment. 

A  mesMge  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  th;  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  sDpplemenlBry  to  the  act,  entitled  'An  act  lo 
ntend  jorisdiction,  in  certain  eases,  to  the  Ter- 
ritorial Courts,"  with  sSTeral  amendments^  to 
which  they  deiire  the  concnrrence  of  ibis  Hoase. 
The  Senate  hare  passed  a  bill,  entitled  "An  act 
for  the  regulation  of  the  times  of  holding  the 
Courts  of  the  District  of  Colombia,  and  for  other 
purposes ;  to  which  they  desire  the  concurrence  of 
this  House. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ments  proposed  by  the  Senate  to  the  bill,  entitled 
"An  act  BDpplementary  to  the  act,  entiited  'An 
act  to  esicud  jurisdiction,  io  ceriaiu  cases,  to  the 
Territorial  Courts:  Whereupon, 

StaUvtd,  That  this  House  do  agree  to  the  said 
amend  men  ts. 

The  hill  sent  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act 
for  the  regulation  of  the  times  of  holding  the 
Courts  of  the  District  of  Columbia,  and  for  other 
purposes,"  was  read  twice  and  committed  (o  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Joseph  Clay,  from  the  committee  appoint- 
ed on  the  part  of  this  House  to  attend  a  confer- 
ence wiih  the  Senate  on  the  subject-matter  of  the 
amendments  depending  betweeii  the  two  Houses 
o  tbe  btll,  entitled  "An  act  makinit  appropriations 
«[  the  support  of  QoTernment,  for  the  year  one 


thousand  eiitht  hundred  and  six,"  made  a  report 
thereon ;  which  was  read  and  ordered  to  lie  mi  the 
table. 

A  message  from  tbe  Senate  iafwrned  the  Hoaae 
that  the  Senate  have  agreed  to  tbe  arraog«m£Dt 
proposed  by  the  joint  committee  of  conferoice 
touching  the  amendments  of  the  Senate  to  the 
bill,  entitled  ''An  act  making  appropriations  for 
the  support  of  GoTeromeni  for  the  year  one  thou- 
sand eight  hundred  and  six;"  they  recede  from 
their  fourth,  sixth,  seventh,  eighth,  tenth,  and 
twelfth,  and  insist  on  their  fifth,  ninth,  eleventh, 
thirteenth,  foarteenth,  and  fifteenth  aineadateBta 
to  the  said  bill. 

Tbe  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  said  me^ 
sage :  Whereupon, 

Retolved,  That  this  Houne  do  recede  from  their 
disasreemeDt  to  the  amendments  insisted  on  by 
the  Senate,  and  do  agree  to  the  amendment  and 
modification  of  all  tbe  other  a  mend  men  Is  proposed 
by  the  Senate  to  the  laid  bill. 

A  Measaire  was  received  from  (he  President  of 
tbe  United  SlB les,  transmitting  a  treaty  concloded 
with  the  Piankeshaw  Indians,  for  extinguishing 
their  claim  to  tbe  country  between  the  Wabaii 
and  Easkaskia  cessions. 

Tbe  Message  was  read,  and,  together  with  the 
treaty  transmitted  therewith,  referred  lo  the  Com- 
mittee  of  Ways  and  Means. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  on  the  bill  sent  from  the  Senate,  enti- 
tled "An  act  to  regulate  and  fix  the  compensation 
of  clerks,  and  for  other  purposes."  The  bill  was 
reported  wilh'several  amendments. 
.  Ordered^  That  the  said  amendments,  togetiier 
with  the  bill,  do  lie  on  tbe  table. 

Mr.  JoHR  KADooLPH,  from  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means,  presented  a  bill  re^pea ling  the 
acts  laying  duties  on  salt,  and  cotitinuiog  in  foroe^ 
for  a  further  time,  the  first  section  of  the  act,  en- 
titled "An  act  further  to  protect  the  commerce 
and  seamen  of  the  United  States  against  the  Bar- 
bary  Powers  j"  which  was  read  twice,  and  com- 
mitted to  a  Committee  of  the  whole  House  to- 
morrow. 

Tbe  Spbaebk  laid  before  the  House  the  follow- 
ing letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasaty ; 
which  wa«  read  and  laid  on  the  table: 

TaiASoat  DirAanixT,  April  15,  IBOS. 

Sib:  In  annvM  to  the  requeat  contained  in  Iba 
reaolution  of  the  House  of  Repreaentativea  of  the  Stk 
iiutant,  I  have  the  honor  leap^tfuUy  to  atata,  that  "ho 
ujplication  has  been  made  to  draw  money  fimn  tbe 
Treasury  for  the  purchaae  of  the  Floridas  bdbra  an  a^ 
propiiatjon  made  by  Ian  for  that  purpose." 

The  eircamstances  which  may  have  produced  an 
impression  th^  such  an  application  had  {been  niade, 
being  nnconnected  with  any  matter  pertaining  to  the 
duties  of  the  ofUce  of  Secretary  uf  Ihe  Treasury,  are 
not  preanmed  lo  come  within  the  scope  of  the  informa- 
tion raceiTedfrom  this  Department  by  the  Honae. 

I  haie  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  sir,  your 


ALBERT  GALLATIN. 

TheHon.tlw8F*AKM0/Me  Ifyim  of  B^mmU- 


lyCoogle 
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ibrded  to  it  br  the  aati 
It  be  Bhocked  ttt  ihc  si 


DEFENCE  OF  PORTS  AND  HARBORS. 

Tbe  House  resolved  iuelf  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  [he  bill  "for  rortiryiag  the  ports 
and  harbors  of  the  United  States,  and  for  building 
gUD  boats." 

Tbe  first  section  was  read,  as  follows: 

Sic.  1.  That  K  sam  of  monay  not  eicMding  SISO,- 
900,  in  tdditian  to  the  rams  heietofbte  ippropriat^, 
■halt  ba,  uid  the  mn»  ii  bersbr  appiopnated,  to  Biiible 
the  Pieeident  of  the  Uiiit«d  DtatM  to  eaoee  the  ports 
knd  haihora  of  the  United  Stales  to  b«  belter  fortified 
■ad  protected. 

Hr.  D.  R.  WiLLUHB  moved  to  strike  out  the. 
first  sectioa  of  the  bill.    . 

Mr.  McCrbbbt. — Mr.  ChBiroiaii:  I  shall  not 
only  vote  against  Mrikiag  oat  the  first  seciioo  of 
this  bill,  but  mean  to  renew  the  motioo  made  in 
Committee  of  tbe  Whole  b^  the  gentlemao  from 
Viigioia,  (Mr.  Dawson,)  to  ap[»opriate  $500,00(J 
for  the  building  of  three  frigates. 

When  we  take  into  consideration  the  preaeut 
onseltled  state  of  Europe,  tbe  great  and  rrowing 
imporianee  of  onr  commerce,  and  the  defenceless 
state  it  is  in,  can  any  man  think  of  lessening  tbi 
Terr  small  protection  afibrded  " ' 
Will  our  constituents  not ' 
attentioQ  that  is  paid 
Sir,  the  stake  is  too  great 
flording  to  the  report  laid  on  your  table  a  few  days 
ago  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  our  exports 
amounted  to  upwards  of  nioety-fire  miltioos  of 
dollars  for  the  last  year,  but  as  they  commonly 
exceed  oar  exports,  both  together  must  amount  to 
nearly  two  hundred  millions,  to  which  I  add,  for 
one  million  tons  of  shipping,  fifty  millioDs,  which. 

fives  an  active  property  of  near  two  hundred  and 
fty  millions  of  dollars  belonging  to  our  fellow- 
citizens;  the  greater  port  of  wliich  is  almost  con- 
atuilly  exp&ied  to  dqwedatioDs. 

Now,  SIT,  according  to  an  estimation  which  I 
have  made  of  fifteen  per  cent,  nin  on  our  imports 
aod  esporls,  and  of  twenty  dollars  per  ton,  carried 
annnally  by  our  shipping,  il  appears  that  onr  mer- 

ohanta  have  brr"'" '"' 

last  year,  than 

.  I  therefore  appeal  to  the  good 
and  candor  of  this  House,  wneiher  it  is  couMsteni 
with  the  duly  we  owe  our  conttiluenls  to  abandon 
■och  an  interest. 

When  this  subject  of  oof  carrying  trade,  as  it  is 
called,  was  lately  before  tbe  House,  some  genile- 
BHU  gate  il  credit  for  aboat  S^.OOO.  which 
arose  from  the  system  of  debenturee.  The  tame 
it«m  in  the  last  report  is,  I  believe,  staled  at  one 
million  and  a  half.    But  this, 


a  comparison 


coasider  a: 


e  drippings  in  the  pan;  and  1  only 
t  now  in  order  to  show  to  tbe  House  the 
manner  in  which  it  arises,  because  it  will  be  a 
eomplete  refutation  of  all  those  little  insinuations 
and  gross  charges  lately  uttered  on  this  floor 
againat  that  part  of  the  commnaity. 

Agreeably  to  tbe  system  of  drawback,  all  goods 
imported,  which  pay  a  duty,  are  entitled  to  deben- 


ture on  being  re-exported,  provided  ihey  remain 
in  tbe  same  package,  and  are  not  altered.  Ther^ 
fore,  if  a  meichanl  on  examining  his  goods,  which 
heoommonlydo^s,  is  tempted  to  dispose  of  a  pieea 
of  linen,  a  pair  of  gloves,  or  a  piece  of  ribbon,  ho 
loses  tbe  drawback  on  the  entire  package;  and, 
therefore,  because  he  will  not  take  a  fabe  oath, 
the  nation  g;ains  these  sams  of  money. 

I  know,  Sir,  that  ctutom-house  oatlu  are  provet^ 
bial  in  Europe;  but  they  are  not  so  here  yet;  ao'd 
I  think  it  will  depend  on  this  Hoose  that  ther 
never  Shalt. 

Notwithstanding  the  preMnt  great  extent  of  oar 
trade,  we  have  the  meant  of  extending  it  mnoh 
f^irtherfrom  our  increased  circulating  medinm; 
and  this  will  certainly  take  place  shonld  Enropo 
remain  in  its  present  situation.  It,  therefore,  ap- 
pears to  me  to  be  wisdom  in  this  Hooae  lo  afford 
to  oar  commerce  the  necesaary  protection  it  re- 
quires. So  much  wealth  pouring  in  will  soon 
lower  the  interest  of  money.  Banks  are  multi- 
ply  ins,  but  their  dividends  are  lessening  so  fast, 
that  liiese  riches  mUst  soon  be  applied  lo  agricul- 
ture and  lo  manafactnres. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  motion  of 
Mr.  Williams,  which  was  disagreed  to — ayes  20. 

Mr.  MASTEsa  moved  a  new  section,  appropri- 

ating  a  snm  not  exceeding dollars,  to  enabia 

tbe  President  of  tbe  United  States  to  cause  the 
port  and  harbor  of  New  York  to  be  better  fortified 
and  protected. 

Mr.  Shilib  opposed  the  motion,  under  the  im- 
pressiiNi  that  no  sum  in  the  power  of  Congress  to 
give  would  accomplish  this  object. 

Various  motions  were  made  to  incorporate  in 
tbe  section  a  provision  for  fortifying  the  several 
ports  of  CharWoD,  Norfolk,  New  Orleans,  Balti- 
more, and  Georgetown. 

Mr.  dtimor.— Mr.  Chairman,  gentlemen  teem 
disposed  to  treat  this  subject  Ijgntly,  and  (o  in- 
dulge themselves  in  pleasatrtries  on  a  question 
very  serioos  to  the  commercial  cities  and  to  iha 
interests  of  those  who  inhabit  them.  It  may  bo. 
sport  to  you,  gentlemen,  hot  it  it  death  to  nsi 
Howevet  well  distiosed  a  majority  of  this  Honaa 
may  be  to  treat  this  bill  Indicrously,  it  will  SU 
great  and  inflnential  portions  of  this  nation  with 
very  different  seniimenls.  Men  who  have  all  that 
human  nature  holds  dear — friends,  fortunes,  aad 
families— concentrated  in  one  single  spot  «a  tbo 
seacoast.  and  that  spot  exposed  every  moment  ta 
be  plundered  and  desolatea,  will  not  highly  reliab 
or  priie  at  an  extreme  value  the  wit  or  tbe  laritf 
with  which  tbis  House  seems  inclined  to  treat 
the  dangers  which  threaten  tham;  and  which  are 
sources  to  them  of  great  and  just  apprebensiooa. 
1  do  not  rise,  Mr.  Chairman  merely  to  support  the 
motion  made  by  tbe  gentleman  from  New  York. 
It  is  not  the  fortification  of  this  or  that  particular 
city  which  I  mean  to  advocate.  I  sbould  have 
preferred  a  general  appropriation,  leaving  it  to  the 
diteretion  of  tbe  Execuilve  to  apply  it  to  tbosa 
ports  and  harbors  which  are  either  most  exposed 
or  most  important.  And  if  b^  anything  that  shall 
occur  in  the  course  of  the  di«cussion,  the  Housa. 
aball  be  induced  to  change  what  at  present  teem 
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general  duty  which  U  incumbent  upon  this  Le- 
gislature to  protect  the  commercial  citiea,  that  I 
would  call  ilB  attention.  Tiiis  duty  is  bo  plain 
ftod  imperious,  that,  in  my  opiuion,  tn  awful 
weight  of  respoDaibilily  rests  upon  this  House. 
lEvery  claiis  and  colleclion  of  citizens  have  a  right 
to  claim  from  QoTeTDmeot  that  species  of  protec- 
tioD  which  their  situation  requires,  in  proportion 
to  their  exposare,  and  to  tbe  giesiuesB  of  the  stake 
which  aootety  hai  In  their  safety.  Our- obligation 
to  protect  the  commercial  cities  does  not  result 
ffom  the  particular  ezigcDcy  which  at  present 
impends  oven  our  nation;  but  from  ih«  nature  of 
^ose  cities.  The  duty  is  permanent,  end  aacht 
lo  be  fulfilled  by  a  ftermaneni  system.  A  regtuar 
course  of  annual  appropriations  may  in  a  rery 
few  years  put  all  our  capital  cities  in  a  state  of 
Mwonable  security,  and  at  no  very  distant  period 
f4  lime,  without  any  additional  imposition  on  the 
people,  give  every  city  on  our  coast  an  adequate 
4^eni:e.  It  is  in  this  light  that  I  consider  tbe 
qoestion  now  before  the  Committee  to  be  impoit- 
onl.  Not  that  anv  sum  which  may  be  inserted 
will  be  immediaicly  sufficient  for  all  the  objects 
fpT  which  we  hav«  to  provide.  But  tbat  aoyaug- 
meatalion.  of  the  appropriation  will  be  a  pledge 
to  the  nation  of  tbe  disposition  of  this  House  to 
commence  a  tystein  of  defence  for  our  cities. 
Any  evidenoe  of  which  will  give  just  satisfaction 
to  great  masses  of  your  citizens,  as  an  appearance 
of  a  want  of  it,  will  fill  them  with  no  less  discon- 
tMt  and  dbmay.  In  this  point  of  new  I  ask  tbe 
indulgence  of  the  Gommittee  to  a  few  observa- 
tions on  tbe  importance  of  fortifications,  their 
utility,  and  practicability. 

As  to  the  imporUnce  of  the  objects  for  which 
we  ask  a  defence,  it  seems  to  me  either  not  under- 
B)D0d  or  iMt  realized.  Almoit  all  wbo  have  spoken 
upon  the  subject  have  dwell  chiefly,  if  not  alto- 
gRtber,  on  the  amoaat  of  revenue  drawn  from  ibe 
oonmercial  cities ;  as  if  their  value  were  to  be 
appreciated,  or  our  duty  to  defend  them  measured, 
by  the  annoal  product  they  yield.  This,  it  is  true, 
makesa  natural  pert  of  tbe  estimate  of  ibJeitynit^, 
but,  a*  I  apprehend,  by  no  means  the  most  impor- 
tant. Their  situation,  the  number  of  their  inhabi- 
tants, the  great  portion  of  the  active  and  fixed 
capital  ef  society  whiok  they  contain,  are,  in  a 
national  view,  standards  much  more  just  and  more 
eUvated  by  which  to  ascenato  their  value  and  our 
oUi|^tions.  I  ask,  sir,  what  is  the  amonni  of  the 
eapialof  this  nation  which  is  invested  in  the-sia- 
gb  city  of  New  Yerbl  The  annual  product  it 
yields  to  our  revenue  i*  three  millions  of  dollars. 
Now  suppose  the  average  of  import  duties  is  only 
ten  per  cent.,  ad  valorem,  (a  sam  certainly  below 
tke  real  average,)  the  annual  amount  of  capital 
deposited  in  imports,  is,  then,  tbiriy  millions  of 
doilara.  Tbe  amount  of  valne  in  exports  cannot 
be  estimated  at  less  than  tweniv  millions.  If  to 
these  be  added  the  capital  of  its  nanks,  the  amount 
of  stock  always  on  hand,  and  tbat  of  its  shipping 
and  other  Dersonal  property,  all  of  which  no  one 
oia  rale  below  another  fifty  millions,  the  result  is, 


that  there  is  in  annual  deposit,  within  tbe  eily  of 
New  York  alone,  one  hundred  millions  of  the  ac- 
tive capital  of  ibis  Dalian!  I  know  how  fat  tbii 
is  below  the  real  estimate,  but  I  state  this  som 
tbat  no  one  may  hesitate  to  ^dmit  my  position. 
I  ask,  then,  wbai  is  it  worth  to  insure  Ibis  sum 
against  tbe  risk  of  an  invasion,  not  on  calculations 
on  the  great  natiooal  scale,  but  on  a  mere  insu- 
rance once  aritbmeiicJ  I  nave  been  told  that  to 
insure  that  city  against  such  risk',  for  One  unglc 
year  of  war,  with  any  of  tbe  great  maritime  na- 
tions of  Burope,  would  be  Worth  five  per  cenL 
Tbat  is,  the  insurance  for  a  single  year  of  war 
would  repay  tbe  expense  of  fortifications,  even 
should  they  cost  five  millions  of  dollars.  Bat, 
suppose  this  calculation  extravagant, can  any  oat 
doubt  that  snob  an  insuranee  in  time  of  peice 
against  tbe  double  risk  of  war,  and  of  attack  ia 
cose  of  war,  is  worth  one  half  per  cent]  Even 
at  this  premium,  six  yearrof  insurance,  in  time  of 
peace,  would  repay  tbe  expenditure  of  three  ail- 
lions — asiimmore  than  adequate  to  the  defence  of 
tbat  city.  In  making  tbis  statement  I  would  not 
be  imderstood  to  preieod  nor  to  propose  such  an 
appropriation;  it  is  not  asked.  My  object  is  to  call 
gentlemen  toconsiderwhat  is  the  market  worib  of 
security,  and  tbat  tbey  may  not  deem  the  laoiKys 
they  apply  to  these  objects,  as  they  seem  willii^ 
to  deem  them,  absolutely  thrown  away.  This 
great  mass  of  the  national  wealth,  ihua  cmcn- 
trated  on  the  banks  of  one  of  the  most  exposed 
harbors  in  the  world,  is  liable  to  the  insult  and 
depredation  of  the  most  despicable  force.  Two 
seven ty-four-gUD  sbipE  may  at  this  moment  lay 
that  city  under  contribution  or  in  ashes,  altogethw 
with  impunity.  Tbey  might  make  it  the  interest 
of  ibe  inbabilants  of  that  city  io  pay  an  amount 
eqnal  to  thewhole  annual  revenue  we  derire  from 
it,  rather  than  submit  to  the  hazard  and  miseries 
of  bombardment  and  coaflagraiioo,  For  in  aneb 
case  tbe  mere  destrnction  of  property  is  bat  an 
item  in  the  account  of  anticipated  misfortune. 
Tbe  shock  to  credit;  the  universal  siagoatioB  of 
businees;  the  terror  spread  through  every  claso, 
age,  and  sex;  the  thousands  wbo  have  BOTefofe 
in  tbe  country,  but  must  take  tbe  fate,  and  be 
buried  under  the  ruins  of  their  city — all  ibese  cir- 
cumstances would  enter  into  a  consideration,  and 
make  the  pecuniary  sacrifice,  however  great,  a|>> 
pear  trifling  in  comparison. 

I  have  used  the  city  of  New  York  only  by  way 
of  example.  Tbe  same  observatiooa  ai«  ap^ica- 
ble  to  every  other  comraeraial  city  in  tbe  United 
States,  in  proportion  to  its  magnilode  and  cbe 
nature  of  its  situation.  Two  serenty-ronrf  migbt 
sweep  the  coast  from  Savannah  to  Peftland,  and 
levy  an  amount  equal  to  the  whole  annual  revenne 
of  the  United  States.  It  would  be  beiwr  for  any 
city  voluntarily  lo  pay  a  contriboiion  equal  to  its 
proportion  of  tbat  amount,  rather  than  to  take  tbe 
alternative  of  that  destrnction  to  which,  on  refa- 
sal.  it  would  be  obliged  to  submit  Is  such  a  state 
of  things  as  this  a  light  and  trifling  concern}  Are 
sucb  portions  of  the  wealth  of  the  commuDity  to 
be  left  exposed  to  the  caprice  of  every  plaaderer; 
and  are  propositions  lo  jHOiect  them  to  be  Qeklcd 
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viih  contempt  or  with  ridicQleT  Can  aar  ^^^Y 
be  more  lolemo  or  imperioDE  than  thtl  which  has 
for  its  abject  ft  ibuodbI  d^ee  of  security  for 
those  poiots  in  the  Uoiied  States  which  are  be- 
yood  ail  others  exposed  to  hostile  attack,  at  the 
same  lime  that  they  comprise  within  the  smallest- 
possible  compass,  immense  masses  of  the  tiatiooal 
wealth  and  populationl 

The  tmportaoce,  theo,  of  the  objects  to  be  de- 
feoded  will  be  admitted.  But  tbe  utiiit]|  of  forti- 
-catioOs  as  a  meaos  of  defence,  and  their  practi- 
cability in  certain  ports  and  hiiTbor&  are  ueaied. 
With  respectto  the  geaeral  atility  of  fortifications, 
I  ask  by  whom  it  is  denied?  by  men  interested  in 
that  species  of  defence?  by  the  inhabitants  of 
<itlcs7  by  those,  the  necessity  of  whose  situation 
has  turned  their  attention  to  the  aalnre  of  f<»[iG- 
«Btions  and  their  efScacyl  No,  sir;  these  men 
(oUcit  them.  They  are  anxious  for  opthioK  so 
much.  They  tell  you  the  safety  of  ali  they  hold 
-desif,  their  wires,  their  children,  their  fortunes, 
and  lires,  are  staked  upon  your  decision.  They 
do  not  so  mnch  ask  foriiGcations  as  a  favor;  they 
claim  them  as  a  rishi;  they  demand  tbem.  Who 
ue  they,  then,  who  deny  their  utility?  Why, 
men,  from  the  interior;  men,  who  in  one  hreatb 
tell  you  they  know  oolhing  about  the  snbjecl,  and 
in  the  next  pass  judgment  aeainst  the  adoption  of 
any  measures  of  defence:  It  Is  true,  sir,  to  men 
Irho  inhabit  the  White  Hills  of  New  Hampshire, 
-or  the  Bine  Ridge  of^yirginia,  nothing  can  sppear 

Sore  absolutelv  useless  than  amiropriations  for 
e  defence  of  the  seacoaat.  In  this,  as  in  all  other 
cases,  men  reason  very  cooUv  and  philoaopbieally 
concerning  dangers  to  wbicn  they  are  not  theni- 
aelres  subject.  All  men,  for  the  most  part,  bcftr 
with  wonderful  composure  Che  mi^rtunes  ot 
Other  people.  And,  if  called  to  ctmiribute  tbeir 
telief^  (hey  are  sOre  to  find  in  the  cold  suggestions 
-of  economy,  enough  apolc^ies  tor  failure  in  tbeir 
•octal  duties-  The  best  criterion  of  the  utility  of 
fortifications,  is  the  practice  and  experience  of 
qther  nations.  Now,  I  ask,  was  there  ever  a  na- 
tion which  did  not  defend  tbeh  {^t  commercial 
deposits  by  either  land  fortifications  or  sea  batte- 
liesl  All  history  does  not  exhibit  sucb  an  in- 
Btance.  Are  we  wiser  then,  than  aU  other  nations? 
or  are  we  less  exposea  than  they  ?  are  we  alone  to 
etcape  the  common  lot  of  huraanity?  can  we  ex- 
pect to  be  rich  andnoitemptihespirit  of  avarice? 
to  he  defenceless  amid  armed  pirates,  and  in  no 
danger  of  robbery  or  inauli?  I  ask  again,  sir,  bow 
ig  the  inutility  of  ibrtiOcations  proved?  Suppose, 
fbr  the  sake  of  argument,  it  HbOuld  be  admitted, 
which,  however,  I  deny,  that  they  cannot  be  erect- 
ed in  snfGcieot  force  to  defeat  very  ireat  arma- 
i&eutS)  yet  is  it  nothing  to  j»revent  tne  piratical 
attempts  of  sin^e  ships?  Is  u  nothing  to  deter  an 
isvader?  nothing  even  to  deiav  an  attack?  Is  it 
worth  nothing  to  have  tbe  cnance  of  crippling 
■0  assailant?  The  only  argumeat  I  have  heard 
nrged  against  tbe  utility  of  fortiScations,  is,  tbat 
tbe  whole  coast  cannot  be  fortified,  so- thai,  protect 
«*  strongly  as  yon  will  particular  points,  tbe  in- 
■nAft  will  land  somewhere  else.  Sir,  this  is  the 
very  object  of  fortifications.  No  man  ever  thought 


of  building  a  Chinese  wall  along  all  the  indentar 
lions  of  our  shore,  from  St.  Mary's  unto  St.  Croix. 
The  true  object  of  fortifications  is  to  oblige  youi 
enemies  to  laijid ;  it  is  to  keep  tbem  at  arm's  length. 
If  they  cannot  reach  vour  cities  with  their  batte- 
ries, and  would  atlact,  (hey  must  come  on  shorb 
They  are  tben  only  a  land  force,  and  onr  militia 
will  find  no  difficulty  in  (giving  a  good  account  of 
them.  The  only  remaining  evidence  in  the  pen- 
session  of  this  House,  against  the  ntility  of  fi>ttifi< 
cations,  a ra  the  opioioos  of  variotu  ganllemes, 
delivered  on  this  floor;  and  that  of  the  Secretary 
of  War,  as  staled  in  his  report.  As  to  the  former, 
they  certainly  do  not  loerit  a  serioss  re&tation, 
because  no  gentleman  vito  has  spokrai  haj  pra- 
tended  to  a  pracjtical  or  even  theoretical  kaowf 
ledge  of  the  subject;  but,  on  the  eontrarv,  mo8l,if 
not  bH,  of  them,  hare  candidly  coniessed  their  i^ 
Qorance.  It  is  of  more  importance  to  ennsidei  tfa* 
opinion  of  the  Secretary  at  War.  That  part  of  bia 
report  which  relates  to  tbe  harbor  of  New  Yotk 
contains  his  general  o[Hnion  against  the  practiea* 
bility  of  defending  sucb  an  harbor  by  land  batte- 
ries, and  two  facts  in  support  of  that  opimon. 
Now,  as  to  the  general  opinion  of  tbe  Secretaryl 
I  am  willing  to  allow  it  whatever  weight  axj 
gentleman  may  choose  to  attach  to  it;  bat  eeiw 
lainly  it  onght  not  to  be  conclusive  in  an  aSait  of 
such  immense  importance;  eepecially:  when  it  is 
contradicted  by  the  tenor  of  the  applicatioas  on 
your,  table,  and  by  tbe  opinions  of  other  individu* 
als  of  as  high  military  and  scieniific  repntaiioo  aa 
tbe  Secretary.  Macb  less  does  this,  bis  opinion, 
claim  from  us  implicit  cotifidence,  since  the  only: 
two  facts  he  has-  chosen  to  adduce,  are  very  &ur 
from  being  a  sufficient  basis  for  tke  broad  opinion 
be  has  built  on  tbem.  The  first  fact  ia  one  which 
occurred  in  the  harbor  of  New  York,  in  1776.  A 
British  ship  of  forty  guns  passed  the  faatteriea  on 
the  Hudson,  under  circumstances  &Torable  to  th* 
effect  of  the  batteries,  and  sustained  a  tranrndaaa 
caiatonade,  without  being  aensihly  xncomnodtd. 
Allowin^^  this  fact  its  full  force,  it  can  weigh  but 
little  against  the  utility  or  practicability  of  fortifi- 
cations. That  was  the  second  rear  of  tbe  war; 
our  halteries  were  erected  on  sudden  emergency; 
our  artilleiists  had  probably  little  experience. 
Will  it  be  pretended  that  the  batteries  this  na- 
>n,  in  its  present  state  of  affluence  and  experi- 
ence, can  erect,  will  not  exceed,  both  in  locaiioa 
and  power,  those  which  at  that  time  protected  ths 
Hudson?  Besides,  to  draw  from  a  particnhr  iox 
stance  a  general  conclusion,  is  conirary  to  all  rules 
of  just  logic.  Various  circumstances,  aJtogetLet 
lideniaT,  misbt  have  occurred  to  have  produeed 
It  result,  which  might  never  oecur  again.  If 
s  instance  be  a  good  argument  against  tha  niil- 
,  of  land  fortifications,  there  is  an  equally  scrong- 
argument  in  the  history  of  our  Revolution,  against 
the  fashionable  mode  of  defence  by  gnnboats.  I 
take  the  Eact  oalr  from  rerbal  informalion,  and  if 
I  am  incorrect,  there  are  gentlemen  on  this  floor 
who  can  set  me  right.  During  tbe  wv,  a  Britiak 
frigate  of  forty-four  gnnsr  called  the  Roebuck^ 
took  ground  in  tbe  Delaware;  and  though  We  had' 
gunboats,  ijuantum  it^cU,  who  pelted  her  to  their 
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bean's  content  during  one  whole  tide,  she  received 
no  manlier  of  inJurT,  at  least  none  of  any  import- 
ance. If  I  have  this  fact  correctiv,  it  is  just  as 
strong  against  the  efficacy  of  gunboats,  as  thai 
produced  by  the  SecretEiry  is  against  land  batte- 
ries. One  word  here  coDceming  this  mode  of 
defence  hy  EUnboats,  which  seems  to  conceolrale 
all  the  naval  afli;ctions  of  our  rulers,  and  to  have 
OD  freight  all  tbeir  military  hopes.  It  is  not  de- 
nied that  these  are  weapons  of  considerable  effect 
or  that  in  certain  siiuations  they  are  useful,  or 
Ibat  in  aid  of  other  and  heavier  batterieik  iney 
may  not  sometimes  be  important.  It  it  only  when 
ibey  become  the  favorites,  to  the  total  exclusion 
of  more  powerful  modes  of  defence,  and  draw 
away  to  the  les*  power  appropriations  that  are 
wanting  for  the  greater,  that  ibe  system  which 
Dphotds  them  becomes  an  object  of  contempt  or 
01  dread.  Now-a-dsysj  sir,  put  what  you  will  into 
the  crucible,  whether  it  be  Heveoiy-fours,  or  frig- 
ates, or  land  batteries,  the  retnlt  is  the  same ;  after 
doe  sweltering  in  the  legislative  furnace,  there 
comes  out  noihinK  bat  gunboats.  I  ask,  if  out 
cities  are  ailackea  by  any  mariiline  nation,  will 
it  not  be  by  line -of- battle  ships?  And  who  ever 
beard  that  a  line  of-battle  ship  was  defeated  by 
gunboats?  I  do  not  pretend  to  ne  learned  in  these 
matters,  but  as  far  as  I  have  been  able  to  gain 
inform  at  ion,  it  is,  that.when  there  is  anything  of 
a  heavy  sea,  even  such  as  is  often  in  the  harbor 
of  New  York,  gunboats  are  of  very  little  efficacy. 
It  is  troe,  in  case  of  a  calm,  if  ihey  can  get  their 
object  at  rest,  they  have  great  advantage;  that  is, 
if  yon  can  get  the  bird  lo«tand'siill  Dniilyon  oan 
put  salt  upon  its  tail,  you  can  catch  the  bird.  But 
the  worst  of  it  is,  that  it  is  loo  cunning  for  that. 
The  ahip-of-the'line  chooses  its  own  time  for  the 
attack,  and  will  always  select  that  which  is  least 
favorable  to  its  adversary. 

But,  to  return  to  ,the  report  of  the  Secretary  at 
War.  The  next  fact  it  stales  is  the  battle  of  Co- 
penbageo.  Now,  if  thi^  be  admitted  merely  as  an 
evidence  of  a  particular  instance  of  the  inefficacy 
of  land  batteries,  I  do  not  think  it  important 
enough  to  take  the  time  to  examine.  The  tru« 
question  is  not  whether  New  Yotk  can  be  defend- 
ed in  a  particular  way,  but  whether  it  is  capable- 
of  defence  at  all,  by  combiningland  with  floating 
baiteriesi  Id  this  point  of  view,the  inEiancead- 
duced  by  the  Secretary  is,  perhaps,  the  most  mem- 
orable uD  record,  aitd  the  one,  of  all  others,  io 
which  those  who  sdrocaie  a  defence  of  our  com- 
mercial cities,  ought  to  eiult  as  in  an  iooontro- 
vertible  evidence  of  the  truth  of  their  system. 
What  was  the  fact?  Oae  of  the  best  appointed 
naval  armaments  of  the  most  powerful  maritime 
nation  in  the  world,  under  her  most  favored  and 
fortunate  commander,  was  sent  to  attack  Copen- 
hagen. The  Danes  were  leken  by  sarpriie.  Ev- 
erything, apparently^  was  in  favor  of  the  assailant 
■nd  against  those  who  acted  on  the  defensive.  To 
fifteen  Ime-of-ballle  ships,  the  Danes  bad  nothing 
to  oppose  but  their  land  and  harbor  batteries,  for- 
tifieaiions.  and  block  ships.  And  what  was  the 
EMUIt')  Why  thai,  after  a  most  bloody  and  well- 
oontesKd  battle,  ibe  British  first  aaked  a  iimee. 


To  Ihis  day  the  Danes  claim  the  victory.  Olfert 
Fischer,  the  Danish  commander,  in  his  official 
statement  of  the  battle,  declares  that,  before  tbe 
flag  of  truce  was  offered,  two  of  the  Drilieh  sfaips- 
of-the-line  had  struck  their  colors,  and  that,  for 
some  time,  their  whole  force  was  so  weakened 
tbal  it  fired  onlv  single  guns.  Intelligent  Euro- 
peans assert,  ana  even  candid  Englishmen  will 
allow  thatj  if  ever  Nelson  was  beaten,  it  was  on 
that  occasion.  Dot,  soppose  all  this  to  be  erro- 
neous. Suppose  that  Nelson  oblaioed  a  real  vie- 
lory — does  It  thence  result  that  the  fortifit^atiotu 
and  block  ships  with  which  Copenhagen  was  tie- 
fended  were  useless?  By;  no  means.  Still  that 
battle  is  an  illustrious  and  irrefragable  iiiMance  of 
tbeir  utility.  It  is  a  fact  on  record,  worth  a  mil- 
lion tbeories  in  favor  of  tbe  efficacy  of -a  harbor 
defence  against  a  maritime  force.  Sir,  ifae  end 
for  which  those  batteries  was  erected  is  attained, 
Copenhagen  is  defended.  The  storm  which 
would  have  desolated  ibe  city  has  spent  its  force 
on  the  artificial  shield.  Let  gentlemen  calcalat* 
ihe  probable  cost  of  tbose  batteries ;  and  suppoM 
'        ipending  a  similar  sum  in  tbe  harbor  ofNew 


York,  that  ciiy  might  be  defended  as  Copealia- 

Sen  was,  and  from  a  like  danger — is  there  a'  man 
lai  can  hesitate  as  to  the  wisdom  of  such  an  ex- 
penditure ?  Sir,  the  city  of  Copenhagen,  on  that 
day,  was  preserved  from  a  devastaiioa,  wnieh  the 
cost  of  twenty  such  biiiteries  would  not  have  re- 
paired. I  conclude,  then,  that  our  commernal 
cities  CBB  be  defended.  Land  batteries  com bii>e4 
with  harbor  batteries  are  ei^Bal  to  tbe  object.  To 
this  question  of  practicabihly,  concerning  which 
so  much  is  said,!  humbly  conceive  thi-i  is  not  the 
place  where  it  ought  to  be  decided,  it  belongs  to 
the  Executive;  tbal  is  ibe  proper  deparim-  — 
examine  it.  Our  duty  is  '  ^  -■ 
lioos  ;  to  show,  at  least,  i 
If  New  York  cannot  be  defended,  ii 
case  with  Cbarleaton,  Savaonab,  or  Norfolk? 
Shall  we  leave  the  whole  defenceless,  becaoae  « 
particular  part  is  vulnerable?  Sir,  let  us  confeaa 
the  truth.  The  limit  of  our  power  to  defend  i» 
not  in  the  nature  of  the  cities,  but  in  our  dismwi- 
lion  to  aiq>ropriate ;  not  in  the  inefficacy  of  land 
or  harbor  batteries,  but  in  our  insensibility  to  tbe 
danger  of' the  commereial  cities  and  unwilling- 
ness to  make  the  pecuniary  sacrifices  Iheir  pro- 
tection requires.  On  all  sides  we  are  met  with 
tha  objection,  "where  are  tbe  means?"  "How 
is  thepuUic  debt  to  be  discharged,  if  we  iscur 
such  an  expense?"  Mr.  Chairman,  none  of  these 
difficulties  are  insurmountable  when  Soaibem 
land  is  to  be  purchased,  or  when  our  new  territo- 
ries on  the  Missouri  and  Red  river  are  to  be  ex- 
plored, ^r  when  Indian  titles  in  the  Wesierir 
country  are  to  be  extiogaished.  We  have  paid 
within  these  two  years  flfieen  millions  of  dcrilan 
for  LouisiaDa,  and  have  sent  off  two  million*  moi* 
10  purchase  the  floridas.  I  ask,  on  what  princi- 
ple can  either  of  these  purchases  be  made  pals»- 
Cle  to  the  people  of  tbe  UniCed  States  ?  Do  iktf 
want  more  land,  or  wider  dominions?  Oneiibet 
of  these  considerations,  would  they  for  one  mo- 
ment  bare  submitted  to  either  purcbaie?    It  waa 
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beciase  the  poMcaaion  of  the  MiMttsijipi  IhroDdh 
iu  whole  course  was  esseniial  to  the  secority  and 
happiness  of  our  brethren  beyond  the  mouniains, 
that  the.purchase  of  Loaisiaas  was  aaoctioned  by 
public  opiDioi) ;  and  if  ever  ihat  of  the  Floridas  re- 
ceive the  acqaiesceoce  of  the  people,  i[  will  only 
be  from  the  convictioit  that  the  posseuioD  of  those 
countries  is  necessary  for  the  traDqullltiy  of  out 
southern  Irontier.  All  tbii  we  hare  done  for  the 
aecurily  of  the  South  and  West.  We  now  ailc  for 
teciprociiy  ;  grant  as  something  for  t[ie  security 
of  the  Nonii  and  Kul.  Let  not  the  people  see 
that  all  ihe  incomes  proceed  from  one  qaartcr  of 
the  Union,  and  all  the  eipeodiiures  are  made  in 
another.  Let  them  not  learn,  from  experience, 
that  the  ball  of  favoritism,  and  that  of  empire,  is 
intTelliog  south  and  West.  I  ask,  wjiat  are  the 
Florida*,  or  yfbaX  is  Louisiana,  itt  coroparisoD  with 
the  single  city  of  New  York?  This  city  alone 
ie  worth  forty  LouisiaDas,  Yet,  when  Louisiana 
was  purchased,  did  the  increase,  of  the  public 
.  debt  prevent  the  bargain  %  Or,  of  laie,  was  the 
<;faestion  of  "  taeant"  an  obstacle  to  the  appropria- 
UOD  for  the  Floridas  ?  The  seventeen  millions  of 
dollars  thus  expended  for  tlia  security  of  the 
South,  would  have  put  every  comraercial  city  of 
the  United  Statesiutoacompletesiateof  defence. 
I  do  not,  Mr.  Chairman,  introduce  the  purchase 
of  LoniiiaoB  and  the  Floridas  in  Ihii  connexion 
lightly,  or  without  antecedent  reflection,  t  would 
hold  up  10  this  House  a  mirror,  in  which  it  may 
contemplate  itself,  and  see  its  own  features.  It  is 
impossible  not  to  remark^that  the  sympathies  of 
the  majority  of  this  Legislature  do  not  extend  to 
theseacoaat.  But,  whatever  will'melioraie  the 
condition  of  the  interi6r,  excites  all  its  sensibilities 
and  awakeus  all  its  anxieties.  Look,  at  this  mo- 
ment, on  your  table ;  there  are  no  less  than  four, 
I  believe  five  Indiau  treaties,  which  have  been 
ratified  the  present  session,  the  appropriations  for 
which,  occasion  no  alarm  about  the  public  faith  or 
the  public  pane.  It  is  worth  om  while  to  notice 
the  pariiculars: 
By  thMe  treaties  the  United  Sutes  agree  to 

pay  firat,  cash  dovni        ....    937,600 
Next,  the  fblitnring  annintie*: 

91i60U  for  ten  yean  -  -  -  16,000 
13,000  for  eight  yean  •  -  -  06,000 
11,000  for  ten  yean        -        -        -      110,000 

Ue,600 


In  addition  to  which,  v 


my  other  annuities. 


amonnting  to  94,000  forever.    Tt 

eitimated  at  leas  in  any  market  than  $00,000,  bnt 

which  I  rate  only  at        -        -        -        -    940,400 

360,600 

300,000 
Bemdea  which, DiirappTOpriat)ona''fot  tbe  In- 
dian department  and  for  the  support  of 
the  civil  goramment  of  Looinana,  and 
onr  other  Southweatem  tenilory,  exceed      lfiO,000 

9460,000 


Thus,  in  this  single  session,  we  shall  appropri- 
ale  four  hundred  and  6fly  thousand  dollars,  for 
the  security  aod  the  proteeiion  of  the  Southwest. 
But,  for  our  ports  and  harbors,  an  appropriation  of 
one  hundred  andfifty  thousand  dollars,  for  the 
mere  repair  of  old  fortiGcaiions,  is  thought  to  be 
an  enormous  expenditure.  £ven  this  is  ritdenily 
opposed.  But  any  additional  sum  to  begin  new 
works,  is  not  only  hopeless,  but  cannot  be  even 
named  without  exciting  a  smile  of  contempt. 

Now,  let  us  look  at  the  other  side  of  (be  ac- 
connt.  it  will  be  found,  by  the  report  on  your 
table,  that  the  nine  capital  cities  of  the  Union- 
Portland,  Portsmouth,  Boston,  Newport,  New 
York,  Philadelphia,  Baltimore,  Norfolk,  and 
Charleston — have  had  expended  in  fortifications, 
for  their  defence,  since  the  establishment  of  the 
Federal  Government,  only  seven  hundred  and 
twenly-four  thousand  <  dollars  1  That  is  to  say, 
y Out  appropriations  in  one  session  forthe^ecurilr 
and  comfort  of  the  Sauibwesi,  is  more  than  half 
the  whole  amount  expended  during  sixteen  years 
for  tbe  security  of  all  these  great  commercial 
cities,  which  contain  two  or  three  hundred  thou- 
sand inhabitants,  and  which  paid  into  your  Treas- 
ury the  last  year,  upward  of  nine  millioos  of  dol- 
Isrsl!  It  is  impossible  that  this  state  of  things 
should  not  be  understood  and  realized  by  tbe  peo- 
ple of  these  Steles,  and  that  at  no  very  distant 
period.  It  requires  only  some  actual  suffering, 
some  real  misfortune  resultingfrom  your  ill-limed 
parsimony,  or  misplaced  aneciions,  to  rouse  a 
spirit  in  tne  commercial  States  which  will  shake 
this  Union  to  its  foundation. 

Of  all  times,  those  will  be  the  most  dreadful, 
and  Ihe  mtMl  to  be  deprecated  by  every  real 
lovet  of  his  country,  wlien  the  party  passions 
shall  run  parallel  to  local  interests.  Whenever 
any  great  section  of  the  Union  shall  deem  itself 
neglected,  and  the  opinion  becomes  general  among 
the  people  that  tbey  are  sacrificed  or  abandoned  ; 
that  they  have  not  any^.  Or  their  just  weight,  ia 
the  national  scale,  a  series  of  struggles  must  com- 
mence, which  will  terminate  either  in  redress  or 
in  convulsions.  Events  of  this  kind  are  not  to  be 
prevented  by  common-place  declsraaiion  about 
submission  to  the  wilk  of  the  majority.  A  real 
reciprocity  must  exist.  Intelligeut  men  must  see 
aod  feel  that  a  regard,  proportionate  to  their  real 
interest  at  stake  in  society,  is  entertained  for 
them  by  their  rulers.  With  such  perception  and 
experience  your  Union  is^bond  of  adamant, 
which  nothing  can  break.  Without  them,  I  will 
not  say  it  will  be  dissolved,  but  this  I  will  say,  it 
cannot  be  happy,  even  if  it  should  be  lasting. 

It  is  impossible  to  form  a  just  estimate  of  our 
oblisations  to  defend  the  comdercial  ciiies,  with- 
out having  a  right  idea  of  the  nature  and  import- 
ance of  OUT  commerce  to  the  Eastern  Slates, and 
attaining  h  jusl  apprehension  of  its  influence  over 
every  class  of  citizens  in  thai  quarter  of  the 
Union.  Prom  what  has  fallen  from  various  gen- 
iteraen  in  the  House,  it  is  very  apparent  that  they 
do  not  appreciate  either  its  nature,  iis  power,  or 
ihe  duties  which  result  from  our  relation  lo  those 
who  are  engaged  in  that  parsalt.   The  gentleman 
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from  Virginia  (Mt.  Jobn  Randolph)  lold  us  the 
other  dav  "that  the  United  Siatea  waa  a  sreal 
'  land  animal ;  a  great  oiammotb,  which  ougtit  to 
'cleave  to  the  laod,  and  not  wade  out  inio  the 
*  ooeao  to  fight  the  shark,"  Sir,  the  fleureisverr 
happ7  so  far  05  relaiesto  that  quarter  of  the  Union 
with  which  that  geeileman  is  chiefly  coBversani. 
Of  the  Bouihern  States,  the  mammoth  is  a  cor- 
rect type.  But,  I  Bsk^  sir,  HUppose  the  mammoth 
has  made  a  league  with  the  cod,  and  that  tbe  cod, 
•Dierprising,  active,  and  ekilful,  spreads  faimielf 
OTererery  oeeaa,  and  brings  back  (he  tribute  of 
all  climes  to  the  feel  of  the  mammoth ;  supposr 


he  thereby  enables  the  unwieldy  animal  to  stretch 
bis  huge  limbs  upon  cotton,  or  to  rub  his  &t  sides 
along  Eia  tobacco  plantations,  without  paying  the 
tithe  of  a  hair?  In  such  a  case,  is  it  wise,  is  it 
honorable,  is  it  politic,  for  that  mammoth,  because 
by  mere  beef  end  bone  he  outweighs  the  cod  ia 
the  political  scale,  to  refuse  a  portion  el'  that  rev- 
enue, which  the  industry  of  the  cod  annually  pto- 
daees,  to  defend  bim  in  his  natural  element ;  if 
not  against  the  great  leviathan  of  the  deep,  at 
iMst  against  the  petty  pikes  which  prowl  oa  the 
ocean ;  and  if  no^  in  the  whole  course  of  his  ad- 
venturous progress,  al  least  in  his  native  bays  and 
harbors,  wnere  his  hopes  and  wealth  «ie  deposit- 
ed, and  where  bis  species  congregate? 

Other  gentlemen  have  shown  en  equal  want  of 
a  just  apprehenNon  of  the  nature  and  effects  of 
commerce.  Some  think  805  of  its  great  channels 
can  be  impeded  or  cut  oD  without  important 
JBJury.  Oinera,  tfaatit  ia  a  matter  of  so  much  in- 
dinetence,  that  we  can  very  well  do  without  it. 
The  gentleman  ftom  Pennsylvania  (Mr.  Smilie) 
toU  us  some  days  since, "  tht^Jbr  hit  part  lu  vith- 
ed  that  at  the  time  of  oar  Sevoiution  there  had 
btenno  cotKTiterce."  That  honorable  gentleman,  I 
nresiune,is  enamored  with  Arcadian  Bcea{»,  with 
happy  valleys.  Like  a  hero  of  pastoral  romanci 
at  the  head  of  some  murmuring  stream,  with  hi 
crook  by  his  side,  his  sheep  feeding  around,  far 
frotD  the  temptations,  unseduced  by  the  luxuries 
of  commerce,  he  would  "  sport  with  Amaryltie'  in 
the  shade,  or  toy  with  the  taoglea  of  Nerea's  hair." 
I  will  not  deny  that  these  are  pleasant  scenes. 
Doubtless  they  are  well  sni  tad  to  tbeianocenee,  the 
purity,  and  the  amiable  uoobtrusive  simplicity  of 
that  gentleman's  mind  and  manners.  But  he  mntt 
not  expect  that  all  men  oan  be  measnred  by  bis 
elevated  standard,  or  be  made  to  relish  those  sub- 
lime pleasures.  Thoosands  and  ten  ihoQsands  in 
tbat  part  of  the  country  I  would  represent  have 
no  notion  of  rural  felicity,  or  of  the  tranquil  joys 
of  the  country.  They  love  a  life  of  activity,  of 
enterprise  and  hazard.  They  would  rather  see  a 
boat-hook  than  all  the  crooks  io  the  world;  and 
asfor^eep  they  never  desire  to  see  anything  moM 
of  them  than  juit  enough  upon  their  deck  to  give 
them  Itesh  meat  once  a  week  in  a  voyage.  Coa- 
cerning  the  land  of  which  the  gentleman  from 
Virginia,  (Mr.  J.  Rahoolpb,)  and  the  one  from 
North  CardiBB,  (Mr.  MiCon,)  thinks  so  much, 
thay  think  very  little.  It  is  in  fact  to  them  only 
a  ahelier  from  the  storm ;  a  perch  on  which  they 
build  their  eyrie,  and  hide  their  n«le  and  their 


perity  is  owing  much  more  to  acct 
ture,  and  much  leiJs  to  law,  than  1 


youag,  white  ihey  skim  the  surface  or  hnnt  ia  the 
deep.  The  laws  of  society  and  the  views  of  tar 
lightened  politicians  ought  to  have  reference,  not 
to  aoy  ideal,  theoretic  state  of  bumati  pei/eetim 
but  to  the  equal  protection  and  encouragement  of 
every  species  of  honorable  industry.  Ifcnowit 
has  been  said  byway  of  apology  fornot  doing  any- 
ibing  more  in  defence  of  commerce,  that  it  aJRaily 
was  indebted  for  its  prosperity  to  our  laws  nd  reg- 
ulations. The  gentleman  from  Virginia  (Ui.J. 
Bahdolps)  tola  us,  expressly,  "  that  die  votes  tf 
Southern  men  had  given  as  onr  drawbacks  ud 
discrimisaii^  duties,"  whence  he  would  eonelade 
that  OUT  commeFce  and  navigation  had  nothin| 
more  to  a^  at  their  hands.  The  honorable  Srui- 
EK,  too,  referred  the  prosperous  condition  of  <m 
commerce  ts  the  adoption  of  the  ConsiitotieB, 
aOd  to  the  provisions  established  nn4er  it.  I  in 
the  last  man  in  the  world  to  deny  the  hanpy  iif 
fluence  of  that  instrument  in  melioiating  loeem- 
ditioD  of  this  nation.    But  bur  commercial  pros- 

aplie 
/earn 

gel  'together  on  this  '&001  to  coatralt  coneenog 
the  public  ^ood.  The  state  of  commerce  miket 
8  capital  object  in  all  oiu  delibetations.  We  have 
our  Committee  of  Commerce  and  Mannfaetnies 
and  a  f^eai  pari  of  every  session  is  ezhatuud  i> 
discDssing  their  provisions,  limitations,  aod  re- 
strictions, until  at  last  we  slide  into  the  belieTtbal 
commence  is  of  our  creatioD;  that  it  has  itsiMt 
in  the  stattite  book ;  that  its  sap  is  drawn  froM 
OUT  parchment,  and  that  it  spreads  and  flanrifhcs 
under  the  direct  heat  of  the  legislatire  ray.  Bat 
what  is  the  fact?  Look  into  yo«  laws.  Wlut 
are  ther?  Nine-tenths — I  should  speak  aeam 
the  truth  should  I  say  ninety-nine  hoadiedihscf 
ihem,  ere  nothing  mote  than  meana  bf  which  you 
secure  your  share  of  the  products  of  commerce; 
they  constitute  the  machinery  by  whkh  yoo 
pluck  its  Uesperinn  fruit,  and  have  nothing  to  do 
with  the  root  that  supports  it,  or  with  the  native 
vigor  which  exudes  lato  tiaa  rich  UixuTiaace. 
Sir,  the  true  up-root  of  commerce  is  found  iii  liie 
nature  and  character  of  the  people  which  canf 
it  on.  They  and  their  aiMestors,  for  nesrlv  two 
centuries,  have  been  eaoaged  in  it  Theuiaastry 
of  every  class  of  men  in  the  Baatem  Sutes  his 
reference  to  its  condition,  and  is  affected  by  it 
Why,  then,  treat  it  as  a  small  concern  i  as  u 
affair  only  of  traders  and  of  merchants?  Why 
intimate  that  agriculture  can  floarisii  without tiT 
"Wben,  in  fact,  the  interests  of  these  two  Imwkes 
of  industry  are  so  iatimately  connected  that  the 
slightest  ^ectioo  of  the  one  is  instantly  cooani- 
nicaied  to  the  other.  T  know  very  well  that  then 
is  a  great  difference  between  the  relations  of  com- 
merce and  agriculture  in  the  Soutbern  and  ia  the 
Eastern  Statesrand  tbisis  one  of  the  chief  eavM 
of  that  diversity  of  sentiment  which  now  prenb 
among  those  who  dwell  in  these  dl&reot  ftrtot 
the  Union.  Id  the  SotHkem  States  there  tn 
comparatively  few,  if  any,  who  depend  on  wta- 
Tneree  altogelner  for  subsistence.  WTiaterH'tflw'' 
coraraercial  prosperity,  produeet  no  gentiil  dif 
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tress  or  discontent.  Perhaps  insarance  or  freight 
may  advaace  a  little  to  coQsequence  of  its  em- 
barrassment. Perhaps  one  or  other  of  their  great 
staples  may  God  not  so  ready  or  so  high  a  mailcet. 
But  these  inconveniences  throw  none  out  of  em- 
ployment, or  out  of  bread.  Very  different  is  the 
stale  of  things  in  the  Eastern  Slates.  Their  com- 
merce is  not  merely,  as  the  hoDorable  Speaker 
called  it,  "a  wagon — a  mode  of  conveyBni;e  of 
prodticis  to  the  consamer."  It  is  more,  infinitely 
more;  it  establishes  wtthia  the  coantry  an  im- 
mense fond  of  internal  coosnmptioti.  All  its  de- 
pendants-^mercfaants,  trsdesmen,  mechaoics,  sea- 
men, and  laborers  of  every  class  and  description — 
look  to  it,  either  for  that  ]irofit  which  makes  a 
Sreat  portion  of  their  happmess,  or  for  that  em- 

?oymeQt  on  which  their  subsistence  depends. 
he  stale  of  agriculture  lb  adapted,  and  has  been 
for  centuries,  to  the  supply  of  the  wants  of  this 
imernal  consumption.  The  faimer  is  bound  to 
commerce  by  a  thousand  iotimate-iie»,  which, 
while  it  is  in  its  ordinary  state  of  prosperity,  he 
neither  sees  nor  realizes.  Bat  let  the  current  stop, 
and  the  course  of  business  stagnate  in  consequence 
of  any  violent  affection  of  commerce,  the  effect  is 
fett  as  much,  and  in  some  cases  more,  by  those 
who  inhabit  the  mountains  as  hj  those  who  dwell 
on  the  seacoast.  The  country  is  associated  with 
the  city  in  one  common  distress,  not  merely 
through  sympathy,  bnt  by  an  actual  perception  of 
a  unioQ  in  misfortoae.  It  is  this  indissoluble  com- 
nanity  of  interest  between  agriculture  and  com* 
merce.  which  perrades  the  eastern  portion  of  the 
United  States,  that  makes  our  treatment  of  the 
commercial  interest  one  of  the  most  delicate,  as 
Trdl  as  important  questions  that  can  be  brought 
befbre  this  Legislature.  That  ioterei^t  is  not  of  a 
nature  long  lo  be  neglected  with  impunity.  Its 
power^  when  once  Groughi  into  action  by  the 
necessity  of  lelf-defence,  cannot  but  be  Irresistible 
in  this  natioo.  Sir,  iwO-finhs  of  your  white  pop- 
ulation are  commercial ;  or,  what  is  the  same 
thing,  as  to  its  political  eETeel,  bare  their  happi- 
ness so  depeodent  upon  its  prosperity,  that  they 
cannot  fait  to  act  in  concert,  when  the  object  is  to 
crush  those  who  oppress,  or  those  who  are  witling 
to  destroy  it.  Of  the  five  millions  which  now 
constitute  the  whife  population  of  these  States, 
two  millions  are  aotth  and  east  of  New  Jersey; 
this  great  mass  is  naturally  and  iudissolobly  con- 
ifected  with  commerce.  To  this  is  to  be  added 
the  like  interest,  and  that  of  no  inconsiderable 
weight,  which  exists  in  the  Middle  and  Southern 
States.  Are  these  powerful  inBdences  to  be  for- 
gotten or  despisedl  Are  such  portions  of  the 
union  to  be  told  that  they  are  not  to  be  defended, 
neither  on'the  ocean,  nor  yet  on  the  land?  Will 
ihey,  ought  they  Co,  submit  to  a  system  which,  at 
th«  same  time  that  it  extracts  from  their  indu.<try 
the  whole  national  revenue,  neither  protects  it 
abroad  nor  at  home?  It  needs  no  spirit  of  pro- 
|riiecy  to  say  that  they  will  not.  No  power  - 
earth  can  prevent  a  party  from  growing  up 
these  States  in  support  of  the  rights  of  commerce 
to  a  sea  and  land  protection.  The  state  of  things 
wtich  must  necessarily  follow,  is  of  all  othe 


be  deprecated.  As  I  havesaid  before,  when  party 
passions  run  parallel  to  local  interests  of  great 
power  and  extent,  noibing  can  prevent  naiioaal 
convulsions;  all  tlie  consequences  of  which  can 
neither  be  numbered  nor  measured.  Mf.  Chair- 
man, I  do  not  introduce  this  idea  to  threaten  or 
terrify.  I  speak,  I  hope,  to  wise  men,  to  men  of 
experieoce,  and  of  acquamiaace  with  human  na- 
ture^ both  in  history  and  by  observation.  Is  it 
possible  to  content  great,  iolelligeoi^  and  influen- 
tial porliODsof  your  citizens,  by  aeylhing  short 
of  a  real  attention  to  their  interests,  in  some  de- 
ee  {iroportionate  to  their  magnitude  and  natural 
hen  this  is  not  the  case,  can  any  political  uuion 
be  either  happy  or  lasting'?    Now  is  the  time  to 

S've  a  pledge  to  the  commercial  interests,  that 
ey  may  be  assured  of  protection,  let  whatever 
nflueuce'predomioatein  the  Legislature.  A  great 
majority  of  this  Mouse  are  from  States  not  con- 
nected Inlimalely  with  commerce.  Show,  then, 
those  who  are,  that  yon  feel  for  them  as  brothers; 
that  you  are  willing  to  give  them  a  due  share  of 
the'natioual  revenue  for  their  protection.  Show 
on  eoligbtened  and  fair  reciprocity.  Be  superior 
to  any  exclusive  regard  lo  local  interest.  On 
such  principles,  this  Union,  so  desirable,  and  so 
JDstly  dear  to  us  all,  will  continue  and  be  cher- 
ished by  every  member  of  the  compact.  But  let 
#  narrow,  selnsh.  local,  sectional  policy^  prevail, 
end  struggles  will  commence,  which  will  termi- 
nate, through  irritations  and  animosities,  in  either 
a  change  of  the  system  of  Qovernment,  or  in  its 
dissolution. 

Mr.  Dawson  said  he  was  sorry  the  motion  was 
made.  He  did  not  believe,  from  the  discussioa 
he  subject  had  undergone,  that  the  House  would 
indertake  to  say  on  what  objects  the  sum  appro- 
iriated  should  he  applied.  The  sum  proposed  to 
le  appropriated  by  the  bill  was  $150,000.  He 
was  averse  to  going  beyond  that  sum,  and  he  waa 
well  persuaded  that  any  attempt  to  go  beyond 
it,  would  tiave  a  tendency  to  deleat  the  bill  alto- 
Mr.  Shilib  declared  himself  igainst  the  amend- 
ment, but  willing  to  grant  the  sum  applied  foi  by 
the  proper  officer. 

The  question  was  then  taken  oo  Mr.  MASTEaa' 
motion,  and  lost— only  twenty-one  members  ri»- 

Mr.  Dawson  stated  that  the  fate  of  the  frigate 
Philadelphia  was  well  known,  and  added  that  the 
frigates  Boston  and  General  Greene  bad  been  con- 
demned as  unlit  for  service.  Te  supply  the  de- 
ficiency in  the  Naval  Establishment,  he  oflered  n 
new  section  appropriating  a  sura  not  exceeding 
tSOO.DOO,  to  enable  the  President  to  cause  three 
additional  frigates  to  be  built. 

Mr,  Lyon  moved  lo  add,  afler.frigates,  "or  two 
seventy-fours." 

Mr.  Lton. — Ignorant  as  I  may  be  supposed 
with  respect  to  nautical  affairs,  it  will  no  doubt 
be  thougbt  presumptuous  for  me  to  join  in  this 
debate,  or  to  offer  my  crude  opioions  to  the  Com- 
mittee. I  can  assure  you,  sir.  that  so  fully  am  t 
persuaded  of  this,  and  so  little  hope  have  I  that 
BDything  I  can  iay  on  this  subject  will  alter  the 
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opiDJon  of  one  geDlIemaa  on  this  floor,  ibat  I 
would  bave  given  a  sileot  vote  on  this  eitremely 
important  question,  did  I  not  know  that  this  is  a 
qupstioD  of  the  tirsl  magDitude,  *s  it  respectii  the 
interesi  of  ibe  Wesieru  country,  and  did  I  not 
fee)  it  my  duty  to  attempt  an  explanatioa  of  thai 

The  question  before  us  I  view  to  be  merely 
this,  will  the  nation  afford  the  reasonable encour- 
agement  and  protection  within  her  power  to  her 
own  commerce,  carried  on  in  the  vessels  of  her 
own  citizens,  huilt  of  her  own  materials,  and  by 
bet  own  artificers  ^  Or,  in  other  words,  will  you 
afford  a  reasonable  share  of  that  revenue  which 
TOO  derive  from  commerce  to  its  srotecltoD? 
While  commerce  ia  paying  your  national  debt; 
while  she  supports  your  civil  list  and  Jour  War 
Depanmeoi;  while  she  paysimmensexums  under 
th»  beads  of  foreign  intercourse,  and  Mediterra- 
nean  and  Indian  tributes;  while  she  is  adding  to 
your  dominion  the  finest  rivers  on  the  globe,  with 
numberless  millions  of  the  richest  acres,  and  while 
she  furnishes  you  with  ttie  products  of  every 
other  country  at  a  reasonable  price,  thereby  great- 
ly enhancing  the  value  of  the  produce  ot  your 
own,  at  the  same  time  increasing  her  own  power 
of  serving  you  in  a  compound  ratio  of  about  ten 
per  cent^  will  you  suffer  her  wings  to  be  clipped, 
and  her  vitals  to  beslrucb  at  bv  every  foreign  rob- 
ber who  can  set  afloat  a  bark  abletocarry  aguu? 
The  documents  laid  before  you  from  the  Treas- 
ury Deparimeai,  show  that  I  am  within  bounds 
wben  I  thus  describe  ihe  powers  and  the  utility 
of  this,  I  bad  almost  said,  omnipoteut  handinaid>^ 
commerce.  While  the  petitions  from  the  mer- 
chants al!  along  the  seaooard  with  which  yout 
tables  have  been  loaded,  together  with  the  news- 
papers you  every  day  Tea^  portray  a  share  only 
of  the  injuries  commierce  sustains,  and  The  dan- 
gers to  which  she  is  exposed,  they  justify  me  in 
askios  the  qneslion  :  Will  genttetnen,  I  say,  sir, 
like  the  avaricious  boy  in  the  fable,  kill  the  piose 
that  lays  the  golden  egg?  Or  shatl  the  ox  that 
treads  out  the  corn  be  muzzled,  aD4  starved  iu  thi 
midst  of  surrounding  plenty  7 

I  know  very  well  1  am  addressing  two  classes 
of  gentlemen  who  are  in  (he  habit  of  viewini; 
this  flobject  in  a  light  very  differentfrom  myself. 
The  first  class  the  largest,  and  very  respectable 
they  are  indeed,  consists  of  back-country  eenile- 
men,who  live  inland,  all  along  from  New  Hamp- 
shire to  Georgia:  being  bot  little  interested  in 
commerce  themselves,  many  of  them  believe  tt " " 
by  the  destruction  of  foreign  commerce,  ihi 
conslitueats  will  be  driven  to  provide  their  oi._ 
necessaries  by  ilteir  own  industry,  and  that  it  will 
be  a  blessing  to  them.  I  fear,  sir,  these  gentle- 
men do  not  reflect  with  due  consideration;  if 
thev  did,  they  would  see  that  by  the  destruc 
of  foreign  commercBj  they  will  be  obliged  t 
cur  to  iniernal  taxation,  at  a  time  when  every 
source  is  dried  up  from  which  the  people  have 
keen  in  the  habit  of  receiving  money  to  pay  their 
taxes.  }  fear,  sir,  that  tbose  gentlemen  have  ool 
sufGcienlly  examined  the  truth  of  the  position, 
that  the  necessity  of  satisfying  Ihe  mere  wants 


of  nature  seldom  excitea  industry,  and  that  indus- 
try is  produced  only  by  a  desire  to  obtain  thoae 
Things  which  meet  the  artificial  wants  of  man. 
1  fear,  sir,  they  disregard  the  well-founded  max- 
im, that  ID  proportion  as  a  nation  neglects  and 
despises  commerce  she  approaches  to  barbarism. 
To  this  class  of  gentlemeo  permit  me  to  Mr, 
that  when,  by  my  situation,  I  was  exposed  to  aii 
the  prejudices  which  back-country  people  have 
imbibed  on  this  subject,  I  saw,  as  clearly  as  I  now 
do,  the  prospect  and  the  necessity  of  this  nation 
becoming  a  great  maritime  Power.  IsawtbaC 
the  industry  of  the  natioo,  and  her  fiist  interest, 
I  mean  the  agricultural  interest,  would  be  bcM 
promoted  by  providiug  fbr  the  defence  of  tbe 
general  commercial  enterprise  of  our  fellow-ciii- 
zens,  who  ventured  to  build  vessels  and  embark 
their  proparty  on  the  ocean  ;  I  ,voted  according- 
ly,  under  the  former  Administration,  until  1  found 
the  land  was  to  be  taxed  t9  build  ships  of  war. 
I  thought  it  time  then  to  pursue  a  diflereol  course, 
and  alihoueh  we  have  now  an  Administration  in 
whom  I  place  the  most  unbounded  confidence, 
and  my  geographical  situation  is  changed  to  a 
part  of  the  United  States  by  iar  the  most  inter- 
ested of  any  in  the  protection  of  the  commerciai 
enterprue  of  the  nation,  as  I  shaU  hereafter  show, 
I  would  not  vote  for  money  for  the  Navy  which 
is  to  be  drawn  from  a  land  tax,  or  which  is  want- 
ed to  fulfil  the  engagements  of  the  Government 
for  the  payment  of  the  national  debt.  To  the 
other  cla^s  of  gentlemen  who  look  upon  thissnb- 
ject  in  a  light  different  from  me,  and  who  live  on 
or  near  the  seacoast,  in  the  Middle  and  Southern 
Staler,  let  me  be  permitted  to  observe,  that  Sel- 
dom seeing  tbe  waiji  of  shipping  to  carry  away 
the  produce  of  thair  lands,  I  feai  they  feel  but  lit- 
tle tor  those  who  are  differently  situated-  I  bave 
often  heard  those  gentlemen  say,  th^l  "we  as  a 
'  nation  have  no  business  on  the  ocean ;  there  ore 
'  foreigners  enough  who  wish  to  carry  our  pro- 
'  duce  to  their  own  countries ;  let  them  do  ao,  ^ve 
'  have  employment  enough  for  our  people  on  the 
'  land ;  let  them  till  the  ground."  But.  sit,  the 
Western  people  cannot  say  that  foreigners  will 
carry  away  their  produce ;  and  as  for  our  Eastern 
brethren,  who  have  not  the  most  productive  soil, 
they  are  blessed  with  industrious  nands  and  pro- 
lific wives;  they  have  already  a  plentiAil  popu- 
lation, whose  adventurous  and  enterprising  genius 
has  led  them  to  be  ikmiliar  with  the  seas,  from 
the  neighborhood  of  the  north  to  that  of  the 
south  pole.  To  the  northwest  coast  of  America 
they  are  no  strangers.  Kamschatka,  Japan.  Chi- 
na, and  the  lodian  seas,  are  nearly  as  familiar  to 
them  as  the  Mediterranean,  the  Baltic,  the  Bay 
of  Biscay  or  the  Bay  of  Fundy.  In  the  construc- 
tion of  ships  they  stand  behind  no  people  on 
earth.  They  claim  a  Tietit  peaceably  to  navipie 
tbe  seas  in  aU  their  lawful  and  honest  pursuits; 
they  have  a  claim  on  the  nation  for  every  reason- 
able support. of  that  right.  It  is  enough,  air,  that 
ihey  have  to  encounter  the  danger  of  the  borsier- 
ous  elements,  on  which  they  toil  for  our  comfort 
and  accommodation.  It  is  too  much  for  us  iam»- 
ly  to  suffer  to  be  added  to  those  dangers  tbe  dep- 
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redatioDs  of  robbers  and  freeboolers.  We  ougbi 
■nrely  lo  be  prepared  to  protect  ihem  oo  our  own 
Goasn.  Id  the  moulb*  of  our  own  harbors  onr 
own  fellow-chizens  have  been  robbed  of  their 
hard  earned  pittance,  and  wilbin  a  few  hours' 
travel  of  their  wives  and  their  families,  the  very 
men  to  whom  we  are  indebted  for  having  procured 
the  luxuries,  and  I  majr  say,  the  oecessaries  with 
which  our  tables  are  provided,  have  been  dragged 
by  a  cruel  banditti  into  the  nerviee,  and  compeired 
to  fight  the  battles  of  those  whose  tender  meicifs 
■re  cruelties — the  very  nation  whose  soul  burns 
with  envy  at  the  prospect  of  the  rising  glory  of 
this.  How  long  is  all  this  to  be  borne  with  1 
How  long  ought  it  to  be  borne  with,  sir?  Oo 
the  other  hand,  I  may  be  asked,  how  Is  il  to  be 
remedied  T  In  that  case  I  will  answer,  it  may  be 
long  before  it  can  be  completely  remedied ;  io  the 
meantime  erery  reistiDable  e&irt  io  our  power  is 
due  from  us.  Some  gentlemen  say.  let  us  defend 
our  commerce  by  ireaiies;  we  will  refuse  our 
cnslom  to  Britain  ;  we  will  Dot  receive  her  nnne- 
inafaccures,  unless  she  will  give  up  our 
ind  recognise  our  rights.  I  also  say,  treat, 
sir;  I  say  punish  these  who  invade  your  rights 
by  non-importation  laws,  as  far  as  ihatwiligu, 
but  with  bH  the  treaties  we  can  make,  I  should 
like  to  see  a  demand  made  by  a  commander  of 
■n  American  ship  of  superior  force,  on  our  coast, 
OD  a  commander  of  a  British  ship,  for  the  sur- 
Tender  of  the  AntEricau  citizeiiB  on  board  his 
•hip  who  had  not  voluolarity  enlisted.  In  that 
case,  with  a  treaty  on  your  side,  you  might  look 
for  a  eotnpliance.  Some  gentlemen,  wbo-place 
their  confidence  in  treaties,  expect  that,  Bona- 
parte having  reduced  the  British  pride  by  his 
couqaesta  in  Qerman^,  the  British  Court  will  be 
obliged  to  acknowledge  the  principle  of  free  ships 
makiog  free  goods.  I  have  heara  talk  of  a  eon- 
veniioD  of  the  Ambassadors  of  the  Powers  whose 
commerce  is  endangered  by  the  pernicious  prin- 
ciples and  the  powerful  graspof  Sriiain.  and  that 
this  nation  ought  to  have  a  representaiton  in  that 
convention,  which  is  to  force  on  Britain  the  prin- 
ciples of  the  armed  neutrality^  of  1780.  If  ever 
there  is  to  be  such  a  convention,  it  must  consist 
of  those  nations  who  can  compose  an  armed  neu- 
trality. If  the  Legislature  of  this  country  set 
their  faces  against  the  increase  of  their  naval 
■trengih^  what  pretensions  can  we  have  to  a  rep- 
resentation in  the  convention  silting  for  the  pur- 
pose of  agreeing  on  and  demanding  (he  pinci- 
plea  of  the  armed  neutrality  1  I  confess  in  that 
case  I  see  done.  Bat,  sir,  let  it  be  known  that 
yoa  have  determined  to  increase  your  Daval 
atrengtb,  with  the  increase  of  your  means,  and 
your  representative  will  stand  on  a  very  respect- 
able fooling  in  such  a  convention,  if  there  should 
be  any  such.  I  have  but  little  hope  of  sucb  a 
convention.  I  believe  Bonaparte  thirsts  for  uni- 
versal  dominion ;  now  he  has  got  the  wav  open 
for  fluab  a  convention  we  hear  nothing  ot  jl.  I 
believe  he  will  let  conventiooa  talk  while  he  acts. 
and  I  believe  he  will  attempt  to  possess  himself  of 
the  British  navy,  by  seizing  on  their  masters  io 
London;  ^nd  ahould  he,  under  the  smiles  of  for- 


tune, who  has  hitherto  proved  his  friend,  be  able 
10  get  posaession  of  that  navy,  be  will,  in  defi- 
ance of  conventions  and  armed  neutraliiies,  dic- 
tate to  the  naiions  of  the  earth  terms  mure  se- 
vere than  that  nation  now  does  who  claims  to  be 
mistress  of  the  ocean.  But,  sir,  this  is  taking  up 
ibe  limeof  the  Committee  with  mere  conjeciurej 
I  wilt  talk  of  reality.  It  is'reatly 'well  under* 
stood  at  this  day,  that  treaties  unsupported  by 
power  are  no  longer  regarded  by  the  nations  who 
make  them  than  ihey  comport  with  their  interest. 
Either  party  will  break  them  when  interest  die- 
lates.  How  lAany  evidences  have  we  had  of  ihs 
truth  of  this  position  duriag  the  liide  time  this 
nation  has  existed  7  The  ireryscainie  book  on 
your  table  ciniains  a  law  of  the  United  States 
entitled,  "An  act  to  declare  ibe  treaties  bereio- 
fore  concluded  with  Prance  no  longer  ohligaloiy 
on  the  United  States."  Has  it  not  during  tbt* 
session  been  proposed  lo  repeal  the  British  treaty? 
If  il  has  not  been  proposed  in  doe  form,  il  haa 
been  much  talked  about,  and  if  1  mistake  not,  by 
a  gentleman  who  was  one  of  those  who  sanc- 
tioned that  treaty,  by  a  vote  for  the  appropriationa 
necessary  to  give  it  effect.  He,  I  believe,  has  sag* 
gesied  ihal  it  migbi  be  repealed. 

I  say,  make  treaties,  sir,  but  aher  making  trea- 
ties, the  sure  way  to  have  them  respected  is  to 
be  able,  in  some  degree,  lo  enforce  ihera.  It  is 
cerlaiilly  in, our  power  to  give  that  protection 
to  oUr  commerce  on  our  coast,  and  in  the  neigh- 
boring seas,  which  can  suppress  end  keep  in  awe 
all  pirates  and  robbers,  let  their  ships  be  large  or 
small.  I  am  far  from  expecting  that  this  young 
nation  can  meet  the  whole  British  force  on  tha 
element  they  have  long  called  their  own;  but  I 
wish  the  Legisletnre  to  dispose  of  a  considerable 
share  of  the  present  and  the  future  increasing 
sarplus  of  the  revenue  in  providing  for  that  de- 
fence which  our  commerce  stands  in  bo  much 
need  of.  But  some  genilemen  say,  if  we  build 
74-gun  ships,  we  build  them  for  the  British  ;  have 
we  not  built  frigates  wilhoot  building  them  for 
the  British  T  Have  we  not  safe  harbors  for  our 
ships  to  retire  lo  whenever  a  superior  Beel  of  any 
nation  visits  our  coatti  Visit  it  is  all  ihey  can 
do,  and  whiie  they  are  uncomfortable  abroad,  oar 
naval  force  may  be  comfortable  at  home,  and  out 
again  when  the  superior  force  retires.  Can  we 
be  excused  in  doing  nothing  at  all,  because  We 
cannot  do  everything,  because  we  are  not  able  im> 
mediately  to  create  a  fleet  superior  lo  that  of  any 
Other  nation?  Shall  we  sit  down  with  folded 
hands,  determined  lo  bear  every  intuit,  every  in- 
jury, and  every  degradation  that  shall  be  offered  7 
No,  sir,  I  hope  not.  1  believe  this  nation  is  des- 
tined, at  some  future  day,  lo  wrest  the  trident 
from  the  very  same  hand  that  now  holds  it.  It 
is  my  wish  to  see  my  coadjutora  of  Ibis  day  pos- 
sessed of  a  share  of  thai  patriotic  enthusiasm 
which  will  prepare  the  way,  and  lead  to  the 
speedy  completion  of  that  glorious  event  But, 
SIT,  it  has  been  often  said  ihai  the  maintenance  or 
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Are  nol  maoy  of  the  principles  of  our  Consti- 
tulioD  new,  is  Ibey  respect  aacienl  or  modero 
republics  7  Has  not  our  own  experience  aad  pro- 
gress in  the  business  of  eovemmeDt  been  a  cod- 
aiant  coDtradiciian  lo  ibeories  aod  theorists? 
Are  you  oot  told  at  this  day  that  a  re  publican 
form  of  Korernmenl  cannot  be  supported  in  Eu- 
rope, noiwilhsianding  the  example  of  this  nation 
before  their  eyes? 

Because  Britain  is  obliged  to  make  use  of  a 
pr^ss-ganz  to  man  her  fleet,  which  goes  abroad  in 
pursuit  01  conquests,  in  which  the  lives  of  poor 
fellows  are  spotted  away.  Who  have  no  interest 
in  the  issue,  shall  it  be  said  that  we  shall  be 
obliged  to  press  our  gallant,  our  patriotic  sea- 


:n7    No,s 


Our  sailor 


'e  the  childre 


the  outcasts  of  the  nation  ;  they  will  volunteer  to 
cruise  in  the  neighboring  seas  to  defend  their  own 
gallant  comrades,  and  the  property  of  the  men 
who  give  them  employ.  No,  air,  we  can  never 
have  ocoBsion  to  press  aailoMi'.  The  same  fishe- 
nes  which  have  long  been  the  boasted  liursery  for 
British  sailors  lie  at  your  door,  and  will  always 
give  employment  in  time  of  peace  to  our  sea- 
men ;  we  have  aii  imtnense  coasting- trade,  which 
is  a  school  for  seameii ;  we  shall  and  seamei 
fast  as  we  shall  build  ships,  and  so  far  do  our  s 
men  exceed  alt  others,  that  American  ships 
navigated  with  about  half  the  hands  that  are  < 
ployed  by  any  other  nation  to  navigate  ships  of 
eqnal  burden.  But  suppose,  sir,  that  all  the  Amer- 
ican seamen  should  be  regularlv  registered  and 
arranged  into  divisions  and  subdivisions,  on  a 
Well-regulated  marine  mililia  system,  subject  to 
be  called  upon  to  do  their  respective  tours  of  duty 
as  the  land  militia  are.  Por  my  part  I  wish  this 
liiay  bedon^i  no  man  can  doubt  the  justice 
practicability  of  I'ucb  a  measure.  If  this  shot 
Se  called  impressment,  then  ordering  out  the  land 
militia  may  be  called  impressment. '  If  it  is  a 
hardship  for  a  sailor  to  be  obliged  to  go  a  three  or 
four  months'  cruise  in.  defence  of  bis  and  his 
country's  rights,  for  wrges  fixed  on  by  the  Oor- 
ernment,  is  it  not  also  a  hardshin  for  a  militia- 
man to  be  ordered  out  and  obliged  to  Inarch  five 
hundred  or  one  thousand  miles  in  defence  of  his 
own  and  his  country's  rights?  I  do  not  pretend  to 
be  a  judge  with  regard  to  what  sized  vessels  are 
beat  Tor  the-  defence  of  our  commerce,  but  that 
^e  ought  to  attempt  to  defend  it^  I  most  reli- 
giously believe.  Ooe  reason  that  induces  me  to 
vote  ior  the  resolution  now  under  consideratiou 
is,  that  I  incline  to  think  it  may  be.  well  to  have 
some  ships  of  all  sizes;  another  is,  the  resolu- 
tion comes  before  us  sanctioned  by  the  opinion  of 
a  respectable  committee  of  this  House,  as  well  as 
that  of  the  President  of  the  United  States,  in 
whose  judgment  in  matters  of  this  land  I  confide 
more  than  in  my  own.  In  hia  communication  to 
tbis  House  at  the  opening  of  the  session,  after 
bringine  to  our  view  the  pillaged  and  exposed 
slate  of  our  commerce,  he  expressed  himselif  in 
these  words:  "Considerable  provision  has  been 
'  made  under  former  authorities  from  Congress 
'  of  materials  for  the  coustruclion  of  ships  of  74 
'  guns ;  these  materials  are  on  hand,  subject  to  the  | 


'  fnlure  will  of  the  Legislature.  An  immediiie 
'  prohibition  of  the  exportation  of  arms  is  also 
'  submilied  to  your  determination."  I  am  sore 
that  no  member,  who  considered  the  latter  mttr 
sure  as  recommended  by  the  President  of  tbt 
Ouited  Stales,  can  say  the  former  clause  is  not 
also  a  modest  recommendation  of  the  President 
to  use  the  materials  and  build  the  74's.  Consid- 
erable of  those  materials  spoken  of  by  the  Presi- 
dent  are  unfit  for  any  other  use  than  74-gun  shipt, 
Tbis  I  have  from  the  best  authoiily. 

This  nation,  sir,  has  been  called  a  great  Isad 
animal,  and  it  has  been  wittily  said,  that  she  mast 
keep  out  of  the  water  lest  the  shark  bite  eff  hs 
proboscis:  but,  sir,  if  1  may  be  indulged  in  pro. 
pheiic  allegory,  I  will  say  this  nation  shall  be 
like  Unto  a  grand  mammoth  beaver,  the  wisdom 
of  her  sagacious  head,  and  the  industry  of  bet 
powerful  claws,  shall  raise  her  agriculture  and 
manuractures  to  grandeur  indescribbte  ;  her  riv- 
ers directed  into  canals,  flowing  regularly,  like 
the  bTood  in  the  veins  and  arteries  ofa  great  ani- 
mal, shall  waft  to  and  from  the  c'entre,  and  from 
one  extreme  to  the  other,  ber  internal  .commerce 
created  and  supported  oy  her  highly  improved 
arts  and  manufactures )  her  br.oad  back,  extendiog 
from  the  Atlantic  to  the  Pacific,  upholding  one 
thousand  fine  towns  and  cities,  pointed  wiik  all 
the  variegated  colors  of  a  landscape.  »hall  leem 
with  all  the  richest  productions  of  tae  globej  it 
shall  be  intefsecied  with  useful  roads  and  most 
magnificent  causeways;  she-  shall  support,  in  a 
style  of  comfort  and  accommodation  heretofore 
unknown  10  any  nation,  one  hundred  millions  o^ 
people,  free  ana  happy.  In  those  days  she  shall, 
by  tne  exercise  of  her  mighty  and  piscatory  tail, 
sweep  from  the  ocean  the  pirates  ofereryDaiioa, 
and  she  shall  give  the  grateful  and  consenting 
world  a  commentary  on  tne  laws  of  nations,  con- 
tained in  six  words,  namely:  Man  shall  peacea- 
bly occupy  the  seas. 

I  believe,  sir,  1  have  as  great  4  de«'re  to  deserve 
and  obtain  the  good  opinion  of  this  House  as 
most  members  in  it;  but  u o fort tlnalely  my  zeal 
In  whatever  I  deem  important  to  the  nation,  hat 
led  some  gentlemen  at  times  to  attribute  to  me 
motives  which  never  govern  me.  On  this  occa- 
sion I  will  take  the  liberty  of  troubling  the  Com- 
mittee with  an  explanation  of  that  high  interest, 
which,  in  the  outset,  I  observed  the  Western 
countn' had  in  the  question  before  the  Commit- 
tee. When  I  have  done  this  I  will  rest  on  the 
candor  of  every  gentleman  to  atlitbute  caf  zal 
lo  the  true  motive— (he  Interest  of  ihe  people  I 
have  the  honor  to  represent 

er  wish  nor  expect  to  have  seveaty-fom- 
gun  ships  built  on  tbe  Western  waters.  The 
shoals  at  the  mouth  of  the'  Mississippi  will  not 
BuOer  them  to  go  10  sea  if  tbey  were  built  there; 
besides  which,  I  think  they  ought  to  be  bailt 
to  the  eye  of  the  Government ;  buL  sir,  I 
more  powerful  motive — I  mean  the  in- 
terest the  Weiitern  country  has  in  the  sale  tod 
the  price  of  merchant  ships. 
_  It  is  too  well  known  to  need  proof  or  eiplana- 
lioD,  that  the  tVestem  country  has,  for  tome 
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years  past,  raised  more  produce  for  exporlatioa, 
according  to  the  number  of  working  bands,  thaa 
any  other  part  pf  the  United  St&ies,  and  that  ei- 
portalion  froip  that  country  is  increasing  in  a 
talio  nearly  equal  to  its  populatioa.  It  is  also 
well  known  that  neither  foreign  sot  domeaiic 
shippers  will  come  to  purchase  oar  produce  at 
our  warehoDses.  No,  sir,  we  do  not  boast  of  being 
at)le  to  get  rid  of  our  produce  with  the  same  con- 
Yeoience  the  geoilemeQ  from  the  Southern  States 
can.  We  bare  to  carry  it  ourselyes  many  thou-. 
aund  miles  before  we  can  Gud  a  purchaser,  aod 
then  too  often  to  a  very  low  market,  for  want  of 
shippins  at  New  Orleans  to  carry  it  from  there. 
Flat-bottomed  boats  of  flfieen  tons  burden  have 

Senerally  been  used  for  carrj^ing  this  produce 
own  ;  (he  arerage  price  of  which  is  one  hundred 
dollars ;  five  men  are  employed  at  the  average 

Erice  of  one  hundred  dollars  each;  it  costs  at 
■ast  one  hundred  dollars  to  support  the  hands 
down  «nd  to  support  the  supercargo  while  a,i 
Orleans,  and  one  nundred  dollars  more  may  be 
qei  down  for  inanraace.  This  is  eight  hundred 
dollars  for  the  freight  of  fifteen  tons  ;  the  flatboat 
is  set  adrift,  or  sud  for  the  priceof  firewood  at 

Within  a  abort  time  *hip  building  has  been 
sommeneed  on  the  Western  waten.  It  la  found 
Uiat  ten  hands  can  naffgatea  ship  of  two  or  three 
hundred  tons  burden  easier  and  with  more  safety 
than  fire  hands  can  navigate  a  6atboat  of  fifteen 
tons.  There  is  now  a  shipof  450  tonsat  the  falls 
of  Ohio;  she  will  carry  as  much  as  thirty  flat- 
boats  when  narigaied  by  twelve  hands ;  this  will 
Bare  in  the  construction  of  flatboats  $3,000;  she 
will  save  the  wages  of  one  hundred  and  thirty- 
eight  men,  which  is  $13,S00  more,  besides  the 
saving  to  (be  country  of  the  labor  of  one  hundred 
and  tliirty-eiKbt  men  three  months  at  least,  who 
may  be  uiefullr  employed  iil  raising  aaotber  crop. 
Bbe  will  save  flt6,000  in  the  provision  fbr  the 
tfands  and  in  the  insuiasce.  Sappose  this  ship  to 
beloaded  w  itb  4,500  barreb  of  Aour.and  auppofee  we 
tiirow  off  from  Uiet33,800calcylated  to  be  saved, 
84,800  for  (be  extra  wages  of  the  ship's  hands 
down  and  for  insurance.  The  saving  between 
cirrring  down  a  barrel  of  flour  in  this  way  and 
in  toe  usual  way  of  flatboats  is  four  dollars  at 
least— «  very  pretty  Hvlng,  indeed,  sir,  in  a  coun- 
try wbare  flour  has  olten  been  sold  under  three 
dollars  a  barrel.  A  proportionate  saving  will  bo 
made  in  the  carriage  of  beef,  pork,  cotton,  hemp, 
tobacco,  and  aWiost  every  other  article  that  we 
send  to  market.  If  ^e  Qovernment  extends  that 
protection  to  commerce,  which  will  bold  up  the 
price  of  Ameiicaa  buili  ships^  this  naving  will  be 
contbued;  if  that  protection  is  withheld,  this  im- 
portant saving  must  be  lost  to  us ;  and  although, 
al  the  outset,  a  considerable  share  of  (he  saving 

Soea  into  the  pocket  of  (be  merchant,  it  must,  if 
le  business  of  ship  building  increases,  as  we 
would  faiu  hope  it  will,  it  must,  I  say,  eventually, 
by  the  enhancement  of  (be  prKe  of.  produce,  go 
into  the  pocket  of  the  farmer. 

The  State  of  Kentucky  itself  could  have  very 
CQ^Keuicutly  spared  500,000  bushels  of  Indian 


1  last  y^r,  to  be  sen(^  at  a  great  profit,  to  the 
Eioiic   States,  where  it  seems  it  was  much 


much 
lend  it  in. 
some  per- 


Atlaoiic   I 

wanted,  had  she  had  sea  vessels  t 
She  could  do  the  same  this  year; 
sons  who  ventnred  to  take  com  down  in 
boats  last  year  to  New  Orleans,  could  find  n 
spIs  to  ship  it  in,  and  it  was  (here  sold  for  less 
than  half  a  dollar  a  bushel,  white,  in  some  of  the 
Adaniic  ports,  it  sold  for  more  than  (wo  dollars, 
and  many  ofihem  but  little  short  of  i(.  Thua 
some  of  our  adventurers  were  ruined,  and  all  in- 
jured in  a  very  laudable  enterprise. 

The  Sta(e  in  whose  representation  I  have  the 
honor  of  bearing  a  par(,  includes  the  river  Ohio 
for  near  itine  liundred  miles;  it  borders  on  the 
Mississippi,  and  includes  one-half  of  (hat  river, 
about  seventy  miles;  scarce  a  mile  the  whole 
length  this  way  but  a  site  for  a  ship  yard  can  be 
found ;  from  (he  bosom  of  that  Stale  seven  fine 
large  rivers  discharge  themselves  into  the  Ohio; 
on  all  which  sea  vessels  may  be  built,  and  from 
thence  floated  into  the  ocean.  Our  white  oak. 
walnut,  mulberry,  cedar,  and  locust  timber,  of 
which  we  have  an  inexhaustible  supply,  is  ex- 
ceeded by  none  on  the  continent.  The  timtrer 
on  out  best  Jands,  which  are  (o  be  speedily  culti- 
vated, will  be  destroyed,  and  no  beneQt  derived 
from  it,  unless  used  within  a  few  years.  Out 
mountains  abound  in  iron  ore  and  stone  coal,  to 
which  there  are  fine  streams  for  water-works  ad- 


tucky,  and  the  culture  of  that  article  is  rapidly 
increasing  in  many  parts  of  the  Western  country. 

If,  sir,  Che  statements  I  have  made  are  correct, 
and  I  believe  no  one  can  doubt  their  authenticity, 
it  must  be  seen  that  no  portion  of  the  nation  la 
so  deeply  interested  in  (he  protection  of  its  com- 
merce as  the  Western  people.  The  laws  and 
regulations  of  other  commercial  nations  not  al- 
lowing American  built  ships  to  be  naturalized, 
their  subjects  or  citizens  seldom  buy  our  ships; 
the  strong  current  of  the  Mississippi  does  not 
allow  them  to  come  back  to  us,  and  without  the 
aid  of  Government  in  protecting  the  commerce  of' 
the  nation,  tbe  American  merchant  cannot  afford  to, 
buj  them  ;  so  that  just  as  we  have  entered  on  the 
shin  building  business,  and  bqgmning  to  sj»  ita. 
'Utility,  without  (bat  aid  and  protection  we  shsli 
be  thrown  book  on  our  flAtbOAt  lyxtem,  by  which 
ove-batf  the  ybIdb  of  our  produce  is  Mip«n4ad  in- 
carrying  it  to  a  place  of  shipmeat. 

In  another  and  mere  important  point  of  view 
(he  peo|de  of  tbe  Western  country  are  more 
de«p«y  interested  in  the  nBlioa's  having  some  line- 
siF-faiude  sbipB  than  any  part  of  tbe  Union.  The 
produce  of  that  whole  country,  watered  by  one 
one  hundred  navigable  rivers,  must  empty  into 
tbe  Ba^  of  Mexico  at  one  narrow  pass.  Any  na- 
tion with  whom'  we  have  a  diHerence,  possessing 
a  single  line-of-baitle  ship,  may  block  up  (bat 
pass;  our  frigates,  whose  limbers  and  whose  metal 
are  inferior  to  those  of  a  seventy-four,  cannot 
meet  bet  on  equal  terms.  Thus,  while  the  na> 
tion  is  without  ships-of-the-line,  as  tb^y  are 
called,  the  merchants  wbe  export  the  produce  of 
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the  Weslern  couDtrf  are  momenllf  exposed  lo 
ruin,  and  oar  produce  is  subject  to  perish  on  the 
handd  of  the  fatcner  for  waot  of  a  market.  This 
argument  may  be  said  lo  apply  to  New  Tork  or 
some  other  Atlantic  part ;  hut,  sir,  it  applies  iu  a 
tenfold  ratio  to  the  Western  couatry;  tlie  block- 
ing up  of  one  of  the  AiUntic  porta  would  in- 
crease the  business  of  another,  and  although  there 
might  be  great  injury  done  by  such  blockade,  it 
wonld  not  ruin  the  whole  pastern  connlry.  a^ 
must  be  the  case  with  (he  Western  country  in 
blocking  up  the  mouth  of  the  Mississippi. 

The  sunbeams  of  commerce  have  just  began 
to  bless  the  Weslern  bemispbere  with  her  genial 
and  fascinating  smiles  by  the  introduction  of  ship 
building;  but  the  late  depredations  on  the  com- 
merce of  this  coUQtry  cause  a  darkening  cioud 
to  hangover  our  prospects,  and  all  our  fond  hopes 
are  in  danger  of  being  blasted  by  what  (  call  a 
narrow  and  illiberil  policy.  I  pray  GOd  most 
fervently  to  open  the  hearts  and  eyes  of  gentle- 
men on  this  idiportant  subject. 

Mr.  Ltoh's  amendment  was  disagreed  to^ 
yeas  29. 

WhcD  the  section  offered  by  Mr.  Dawson  was 
likewise  disagreed  to — yeas  40,  nays  54. 

A  new  section  offered  by  Mr.  R.  NELaoK.  au- 
thorizing, the  President  to  sell  such  of  the  national 
vessels  as  in  bis  opinion  shall  be  in  such  a  siiua- 
lion  a3  to  make  it  the  inieresi'of  the  United  States 
not  to  repair  the  same,  was  agreed  to — yea*  63 
nays  35. 

The  Committee  then  rose  and  reported  the. bill, 
which  the  House  took  into  consideration. 

Mr.  J.-Clat  moved  to  strike  out  the  first 

Messrs.  J.  Clay,  R.  Nelson,  and  Bedinqeb, 
supported ;  and  Messrs.DAWsoit,  V*BHnH,G(iEoa, 
Dana^  and  Elueb,  opposed  this  motion,  which 
was  disagreed  to— yeas  24,  nays  76,  as  follows: 

Tkas — Im*c  Anderson,  David  Baid,  George  M.  Bed* 
inger,  Rottert  Brown,  Christopher  Claik,  Jooeph  Clay, 
Matthew  Clay,  Leonard  Covington,  Pelet  Early,  Pe- 
leraon  GoodW7n,EdwiiiOray,JohDHaiuillon, Michael 
Letb,  Patrick  Magruder,  Roger  Nelson,  John  Rea  of 
PeDB^Ivania,  Jacob  KchardsiThomaiBaDdfoTd,  Bam- 
nel  Smith,  Ridiard  Stanfbid,  Philip  R.  Thomprcn, 
Robert  Whitehill,  David  R.  WilliMaa,  aad  Aleiander 

Nati — Evan  Alexander,  Wiltii  Alfton,}r.,  Joae[._ 
B>ik«r,  BarnabM  Bidwelt,  John  Blake,  junior,  Thoma* 
Blount,  Levi  Caiey,  John  Chandler,  John  Cleibonie, 
John  Cbpton,  Frederick  Conrad.  Orehaid  Cook,  Itiab.' 
an)  CqU*,  Samuel  W.  Dana,  Eata,  Da>^,  John  Dav< 
enport,  junior,  John  DawMn,  JsmM  Elbot,  Caleb  Bt 
lis,  Ebeneier  Elmer,  WiUiau  EI7,  John  W.  E^ee, 
James  fiak,  John  Fowler,  Junei  M.  Gamett,  Charlea 
Goldiboiough,  Andrew  Gregg,  Isaiah  L.  Green,  Silai 
Halaey,  Beth  BaaUngs,  David  Holmes,  David  Hough, 
John  G.  Jackson,  Walter  Jones,  Joseph  Lewis,  junior, 
Matthew  Lyon,  Robert  Marion,  Josioh  Masters,  Wil- 
liam McCteetj,  Nicholas  R.  Moora,  Thomaa  Moore, 
Jeremiah  Monow,  Jobn  Monow,  Jonathan  O.  Mosetj, 
Ourdon  S.  Muinford,  Jeremish  Nelson,  Tbomas  New- 
ton, junior,  Gideon  Olin,  Timothy  Pickinjuaior,  John 
Pugh,  Joaiah  Quincy,  John  -Russell,  Fetei  Satlly, 
Thomas  Sammona,  Haitii)  G.  Schnnenun,  Jai.  Sloan, 


John  Smilie,  John  Smith,  Henry  Southard,  Jimtph 
Stanton,  Samuel  Tnggart,  Benjamin  Tsltmadge,  Bua. 
uel  Tenney,,  David  Thomas,  Thomas  W.  Thompson, 


Uri  Tra^,  Xbram  Trigg.  Philip  Van  Cortlandt,  K 
K.  Van  Rensselaer.  Joaeph  B.  Vamum,  Peleg  Viut- 

wor^.  John  Whitehill,  Mannaduke  Willianis,  Nathia 


Williams,  Richard  Winn,  and  JosefA  Winston. 

Mr.  Mabtbbb  then  moved  to  amend  the  bill,  by 
striking  out,  in  the  third  line  of  the  aforesaid Snt 
section  of  tne  bill,  the  words  "  one  hundred  and 
-fifty  thousand,"  and  insenina  in  lieu  ihereoC  the 
words  "  three  hundred  and  Gfty  thousand  ;"  which 
passed  in  the  negative — yeas  31,  nays  71,  a*  f(4- 

Tais — John  Blake,  junior.  Orchard  Cook,  Bund 
W.  D^ina,  John  Davenport,  jnaior,  Caleb  EUis,  Wit 
liam  Ely,  Silas  Hakey,  Seth  Bastinga.  David  HongV 
Matthew  Lyon,  Robert  Marion,  Jonah  Masten,  Jmw 
than  O.  Moselj,  GorJon  S.  Mumford,  JeremiahNitKB, 
Timothy  Pitkin,  junior,  Josiah  Quiney,  John  Rimea, 
Peter  Siilly,  Thomas  Sammona,  Martin  G.  Schnoa- 
msji,  SsEpuel  Tiggart,  Benjamin  Tallmadga,  Baoud 
Tenney,i)avtd  Thomas,  Thomas  W.  Tbompaoo,  Ud 


Alexander,  Willis  Alston,  Jan.,  laie 
Anderson.  David  Bard,  Joseph  Barker,  GeoigeM.Bad- 
inger,  Bamabu  BidweU,  Tbomaa  Blount,  SobKl 
Brown,  Levi  Caaey,  John  Chandler,  John  Claibom^ 
Christopher  Clarii,  Joseph  Clay,  Matthew  Clay,  Joka 
Clopton.  Frederick  Conrad,  Leonard  Covington,  Kidt- 
ard  Cuiu,  Eira  Darby,  John  Dawson,  Peter  Eiriy, 
James  Elliot,  Ebenezer  Etmer,  John  W.  Eppea,  Wil- 
liam Findley,  James  Fisk,  John  Fowler,  Jta.  M.  Gu> 
net),  Charlaa  Goldsborougb,  Peterson  Goodwyn,  Ed> 
wi(i  Gray,  Andrew  Gregg,  baiah  L.  Green,  JobnHiai- 
ilton,  David  Holmes,   Waller  Jones,  John  Lambert, 


Jeremiah  Morrow,  John  Morrow,  Rogtr  Nelson,  Tboa. 
Newton,  jnnior,  Gideon  Olin,  John  Pogh,  John  Ran- 
dolph, John  Rea  <tf  Pennaylvama,  John  Rhea  of  Tnx 
neeMO,  Jwwb  Rkbarda,  Thouai  Sandfoid,  Jat.  Mean, 
John  Smilie,  Juba  Smith,  Samuel  SmUh,  Hmuj  Bosth- 
ard,  Richard  Stuitod,  Joe^  Stanton,  Fhilip  K. 
Thompson,  Abnia  Trigg,  John  Whilehill,  Rotot 
WhitoUU,  David  R.  WiiLama,  Jdarmadnke  WilliaKi, 
AUiandar  Wilsofi,  Richard  Winn,  and  Jos^  Wia- 

Onfertd,  That  the  said  bill,  with  the  aneod- 
menu,  b«  engroased,  «nd  Mad  the  third  uoe  to- 
morrow. 

WEnitEsnAT,  April  16. 

An  engrossed  bill  for  fortifying  the  potti  ui 
harbors  of  the  United  States,  and  fdr  bvihliag 
gunboats,  was  read  ibe  third  ttme,  and  pused. 

Mr.  Thohab  M.  Randolph,  from  the  com- 
miiiee  appointed  on  the  fifth  ultimo,  presented  i 
bill  adding  10,  and  ameirding  the  dlfiereDtaeOtf 
PebrnaTytwentv-aeventh,  and  March  third.oae 
ihousB&d  eight  hundred  and  one,  and  UafUi^ 
one  ihouaaad  eight  hundred  and  two,  "cob«b- 
iDg  the  Diatrici  of  Columbia,"  and  the  act  m 
March  third,  one  thousand  eight  huDdied  *^ 
five,  entitled  "An  act  to  amend  the  etiirttr  of 
Qeorgetown ;  which  wu  read  twice,  (vL  coo^ 
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H.  OP  R. 


t  Conuaittee  of  the  whole  Hodm  to- 


milted  ti 
morrotr. 

REDEMPTION  OF  PDBLIC  DEBT. 

Th«  House  resolred  itself  into  a  ComiDittee  of 
the  Whole,  on  the  bill  iupplemeDtsry  lo  the  act, 
etititled  "An  act  making  provisioa  for  the  te- 
dempiion  of  the  whole  of  the  public  debt  of  the 
DDited  States." 

The  Cbairhak  proceeded  to  read  the  bill  until 
he  came  to.  the  fourth  and  fifth  sectioos,  which 
authorize  the  CocnmissioDers  of  the  Siaking  FnDd 
to  appoint  one  agent  in  LondoOj  and  another  io 
Amtierdam,  to  leceive  subscriptions  and  transfers, 
and  to  isfue  new  certificates ;  and  to  enable  ilie 
holders  of  old  six  per  cent,  deferred,  or  three  per 
cent,  stocks,  who  maf  become  subscribers  to  tbe 
new  stock  either  in  the  United  States  or  in  Eu- 
rope, and  who,  on  the  first  dwy  of  April  next,  and 
on  the  day  of  tbe  subscription,  shall  be  resideoi 
in  Europe,  to  receire  the  interest  oD  their  Elock, 
either  in  the  United  States,  or  at  London,  or  in 
Amsterdam. 

Mr.  Varkdh  moved  to  strike  out  tbe  fifth  sec- 

This  motion  was  supported  by  Mr.  Da  vehpout, 
and  opposed  by  Mr.  J.  Randolph,  and  disagreed 
lo— ayes  34,  noes  43. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  J.  RAStioLPH,  the  compen- 
•Btion  allowed  to  each  of  the  abore  agents  was 
fixed  at  S3.000— a/es  48. 

Tbe  eighth  section  was  read  as  follows  : 

Sic.  B.  And  be  U  Jiirlher  enacted.  That,  from 
and  aftei  tha  first  da;  of  April  next,  wbeneTer  it 
■hall  be  necewaiy  to  inne  new  certiGcates,  either  in 
lien  of  inch  cenificatas  of  old  six  p«r  cent,  or  de- 
ftrreil  itock,  as  maj  be  iMt  or  destrojed,  ar  by  rsa- 
■on  of  a  trasafer  of  inch  stock  fh>al  a  stockholdet  to 
another,  or  from  tha  books  of  an  office  to  those  of  ano- 
thei  offlce ;  tha  new  ceitificitea,  matiad  of  itating  the 
namiDBl  amooiit  of  slock  which  originally  wa«,  but  is 
Ko  longer  the  sum  actually  due  I7  the  United  Stales, 
shall  expraaa  the  tine  amonnt  of  the  annoity  doe,  at  the 
rata  of  aifbt  pet  cant,  an  die  original  amonnt  of  prin- 
cipal, at  the  tame  whan  it  shall  ceaaa.  Bnhall  the  other 
proTisions  haretofcie  tnada  by  law,  and  now  in  fbtee, 
relatiTs  to  the  said  stocks,  abail  rttUaiu  in  Inll  force,  aa 
if  nu  alMratioa  bad  bean  made  in  the  fona  of  the  car- 
tifieates ;  and  soch  new  certMcalea  may  ba  anbocribed, 
in  conformity  with  xtn 
to  the  then  nnradaemi 
originally  due. 

Hr.  QuincT  moved  to  strike  this  section  out 
under  the  impression  that  it  impaired  the  original 
eontract  between  the  United  Biatea  and  the  pub- 
lic creditors.  '' 

Mr.  J.  Rahvolpb  vindicated  the  section  against 
^is  charge. 

Mr,  Dana,  did  not  think  it  impaired  the  original 
eontract,  but  considered  it  superfluous,  as,  in  his 
opinion,  the  power  giren  bvit  was  already  vested 
by  law  ID  tbe  offieetsof  the  Treasury  Departmeni ; 
when  the  question  was  taken,  and  the  motion  lost, 
without  a  division. 

Mr.  J.  RAHnoi.PB  moved  to  fill  the  blank  in 
thu  part  of  the  hili  whioh  provides  for  the  con- 
attuoa  of  tluee  pei  Mat.  atoek  iuto  six  per  cent. 


with  "  sixty-two-nnd-a-half ;"  by  which  the  holder 
of  every  hundred  dollar^  in  the  three  per  cent, 
stock,  is  entitled  to  receire  sixty -two-and-a-half 
dollars  of  aix  per  cent. 

Mr.  CaowNiHSfliELii  opposed  this  motion,  as 
well  as  the  prorisioo  for  converting  the  three  per 
cent,  into  six  ^er  cent,  stock,  under  the  idea  laat 
it  would  be  injurious  to  the  Uoiied  Slates. 

Mr.  J.  Clay  defended  ibe  provision,  and  made 
a  detailed  argument,  lo  show  that  it  would  be 
beneficial  lo  tbe  United  Stales. 

Mr.  Dana  declared  himself  io  favor  of  the  pro- 
posed modification  of  the  public  debt. 

Mr,  Jackson  spoke  against  it. 

Mr.  J.  Aandolpr  advocated  this  part  of  the 
bill,  and  Mr.  CaowMii<eAi£i.P  replied;  when  ihe 

Sieslion  was  taken  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Joan 
ANDOLPH  and  agreed  to — ayes  51,  noes  34. 

A  motion,  made  by  Mt.  Mcuporp,  requiring 
the  Agents,  before  they  enter  on  tbe  exeeniion  oT 
their  offices,  to  take  an  oath  o^  affirmaiiou  forlb« 
diligent  eieeu  I  ion  of  their  trusts,  and  requiring 
them  to  give  faoods'in  one  or  more  sureties,  in 
the  penal  sum  of  twenty  thousand  dollaia— was 
agreed  to. 

Mr.  Dan*  movedtostiike  out  the  words  quoted 
in  tike  following  section,  with  a  view  of  resitain- 
ing  the  provisions  of  the  bill  to  the  present  three 
per  cenU,  and,  under  the  impression  that,  in  the 
new  stock  proposed  to  be  created,  the  Qovernment 
liberated  itself  from  tbe  obligation  to  pay  a  cer- 
tain pari  of  Ibe  principal  and  interest  heretofore 
stipulated : 

Sic,  I,  Beit  enacted  by'iAt  Senate  and  Houte  of 
Stpratniativa  of  the  Vmled  Slale>  of  Ameriea,  m 
Congret*  attembted.  That  a  sabscription  to  the  faXi 
amonnt  of  the  "old  ail  pr  cent,  deferred  and"  three 
per  cent  sto<^  be,  and  the  lame  is  bareby,  propoaed ; 
Air  which  purpoae  booki  shall  be  opened  at  the  Trra» 
nr;  of  the  United  States,  and  by  the  eeTersl  Conmia-^ 
sionera  of  Loana,  on  tiie  first  day  of  April  nsit,  tocon- 
tinoe  open  antii  the  leventeeoth  day  of  December 
next  feUowiag,  iachisiTrly,  the  fourteen  kit  days  ti 
each  ^naitet  eiceplad,  for  aneh  parts  of  the  above-men- 
tioned deacriptfons  of  stock  aa  shall,  on  the  day  of  ank 
BOiption,  stand  on  the  books  of  the  Tieaauiy,  and  of 
the  several  Oonunisaioneia  of  Loans,  respectively; 
whieh  anbacription  shall  be  efiected  by  a  tranafei  to  the 
United  Stataa,  in  the  manner  provided  by  law  for  (ueh 
ttana&n,  of  the  credit  or  erecuis,  standing  on  the  said 
boeks,andby  asnrrendsrof  the  certificates  of  the  slock 
subscribed. 

Mr.  John  Ranoolpb  and  Mr.  J.  Ci.at  opposed 
this  motion,  and  denied  tke  justice  of  the  observa- 
tion made  by  Mr.  Dana;  when  the  motion  to 
strike  out  the  section  waislosi  without  a  divistoD. 

The  Committee  roae  and  reported  Ihe  bill  with 
several,  amendments,  which  were  agreed  toby  ibe 
Moose,  and  ihe  bill  ordered  to  be  engrossed  tor  a 
ihird  reading  to-morrow— ayes  56. 

DUTIES  ON  SALT. 
The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  at 
the  Whole,  on  the  bill  repealing  tbe  acts  laying 
duties  on  salt,  and  continuing  in  force  for  a  cer- 
tain lime  the  first  aection  of  the  act,  eotitled  "An 
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act  further  to  protect  the  comineice  and  seatDcn 
or  the  Uniied  States  agaJost  tbe  Baibary  Pow- 
ers," aafullows: 

Sic,  I.  Be  il  enaettd,  4c-,  That,  bom  and  after  the 

day  or nait,  ao  much  of  any  acli  or  acta,  aa 

Uji  a  out;  on  imported  aalt,  be,  and  tbe  aame  ^ 
by  ii,  repealed,  and  from  and  after  the  day  afora    .  . 
aalt  aliaU  be  imported  into  the  United  Stataa  free  of 
du^. 

Bic.  3.  And  be  it  fiirlher  matted.  That,  from  and 
after  Ihe  Gnt  Aaj  of  January  next,  lO  much  of  any  act 
or  acta  u  nllowa  a  bounty  on  exported  lalt  provjdona, 
and  [nekled  Gib,  in  fieu  of  drawback  of  the  dutiel  on 
the  lalt  employed  in  curing  the  same,  and  ao  much  of 
any  act  or  acu  as  makes  an  allowance  (o  the  ownen 
and  crews  of  fiibing  tmmIi,  In  lieu  of  drawback  of 
tin  dslie*  paid  on  llw  uJt  need  \lj  tbe  lame,  AM  be, 
and  the  same  bneby  ia,  Tq»ealed. 

Sac.  9.  And  be  ilfurthtr  matted.  That  ao  much  of 
dia  act.  passed  on  the2Gtb  day  of  Mareb,  1804,eBlkled 
An  act  further  lo  protect  die  commeica  andaeasaen  of 
tha  Unitod  States  against  the  Barbery  Powers,  as  ie 
eontained  in  tbe  Gnt  seetMt  of  tba  said  act,  be,  and 
the  same  hereby  is,  condnued  in  force  until  tbe  end  of 
tbe  next  aespian  of  Congreu,  and  no  longer. 

Mr.  CIdinov  moved  so  to  amend  the  fint  seciion 
B>  to  repeal  the  act  laying  a  duty  on  saj  I,  additional 
to  th^i  origioally  imposed,  so  as  to  take  off  at  pres- 
ent the  duty  of  eight  cents  a  busbel.  He  said  he 
was  of  tbe  opinion  that  takiog  off  the  wbole  duty 
on  salt  would  bave  aD  injurious  effect-  A  differ- 
ence  of  twenty  cenis  on  the  busbel  would  opeir- 
Bte  very  seriously  on  those  who  bad  already  made 
shipmenta.  It  was  part  of  the  duty  of  a  Legisla- 
tor to  avoid  tnaJtinz  such  sudden  changes  as  tended 
to  destroy  tbe  confidence  of  the  mercantile  world 
in  the  stability  of  the  Uws.  Whenever  changes 
treie  made,  they  ought,  in  hi*  opinioa,  to  be  crad- 
Dal.  Although  be  considered  the  general  effect  of 
this  meaauie  moat  important,  yet,  by  too  saddeq 
an  opFemtioQ,  it  might  afiecl  a  reGpeciable  class  of 
individuals  very  injurioudy.  He  wouU  sisie  the 
effect  which  be  apprehended  it  would  have.  Bu(>- 
pose  the  repeal  siiould  take  dfect  on  the  first  day 
of  Julr.  A  cargo  of  mH  generally  averageaaboot 
four  thousand  bushels;  the  prime  coat  at  Liver- 
pool was  about  eleven  eenisva  bushel.  Tbe  cost  of 
Ibecargo  would,  therefore,  be  only  %iAO;  tbe  duty 
would  amount  to  $800 ;  the  freight,  &c.,  to  about 
91,000;  makiug  an  aggregate  of  $2^0,  which 
would  be  the  cost  in  this  country,  on  a  mercantile 
calculation,  supposing  the  present  duties  to  remain 
in  force.  The  present  price  of  tell  in  this  country 
was  about  fifty -tbree  centsa  bushel,  which  would 
produce  something  less  than  92,340.  Tbe  reason 
of  the  sum  for  which  it  Is  sold  being  leu  than 
l^at  it  costs  is,  that  salt  is  merely  made  use  of,  in 
most  cases,  as  a  return  cargo.  Taking  oS  tbe 
duty  of  twenty  cents,  would  rediKc  the  price  to 
thirty-three  cents  a  bushel,  which  would  detract 
$980  from  tbe  value  of  the  cargo,  and  would  be 
more  than  double  tbe  prime  cost  of  the  salt.  To 
ao  great  a  reductioni  so  suddenly  made,  Mr.  Q,v\«- 
OT  said  be  objected.  He  bad,  he  said,  another 
reaaon  for  being  against  the  section  aa  it  stood. 
The  daty  on  salt  was  among  the  duties  pledged 
ioi  the  p&yiaeiu  of  the  Datnutal  debt.    At  the 


time  this  [dedge  was  made,  the  iaij  was  tweire 

cents.  The  additional  duly  of  eight  centi  was 
afterwards  imposed.  Uis  ol^ect  was,  to  redaee 
tbe  existing  duty  eight  cents,  and  to  let  tbe  origi- 
nal duty  of  twelve  cents  stand,  at  least,  ttntil 
some  notice  h^d  been  given  lo  the  mercantile 
world.  He  believed  that  a  rednctioa  of  the  duty 
was  highly  desirable,  and  would  be  very  popular. 
He  might  not,  perhaps,  object  to  an  entire  repeal 
if  time  were  allowed  him  to  consult  his  constitu- 
ents, some  of  wliom  might  possibly  be  riiined  by 
it.  All  things  considered,  he  thought  it  would  be 
best  to  reduce  the  duty  at  present  eigbi  cents. 
This  would  leave  Congress  at  liberty,  at  thai 
next  session,  to  take  tbe  entire  lepeaf  into  con- 
side  ration,  which  might  be  done,  in  case  they  con- 
sidered it  eligible. 

Mr.  J.  Randolph  said  he  sfaonld  prefer  the 
taking  off  eight  cents,  rather  than  suffering  the 
duty  to  remain  as  it  stood  at  present;  but  he 
hoped  the  whole  duty  would  be  taken  off*.  One 
of  tbe  objections  of  tbe  gentleman  to  taking  off 
the  whole  duty  was  that  the  merchants  who  have 
imported  sail  may  oe  injured  bv  it.  and  will  not 
be  able  lo  compete  with  thiise  who  have  imported 
it  duty  free.  But  this  argument  operated  two 
ways.  Did  it  not  apply  differently  wnea  the  duty 
on  salt  was  first  laidf  At  that  lime,  the  very 
man  who  now  loses,  gained  ia  a  correspondent 
ratio.  To  his  mind,  Mr.  R.  said,  it  was  the  stian- 
gest  reason  OD  earth,  if  this  natii»i  wre  in  a  situa 
tloD  to  give  up  all  its  taxes,  that  it  should  be  said 
by  anygenllemao,  don't  repeal  the  laws  imposing 
tbem,  because  my  constituents,  the  merchants, 
bave  paid  duties  on  some  of  ikem.  If  so,  yoiu 
taxes,  go  far  fropi  bejng  diminished,  may  go  on 
increasing  ad  ii^ii*na.  Bat,  the  truth  i^  we 
bave  the  same  rigbt  now  to  take  off  th«  duty  oa 
salt  aa  our  ptedAcessors  had  to  lay  it  on. 

"iililieenis  that  the  original  dotyoftwclr* 
I  was  put  into  pledge  for  tbe  payment  of  tha 
national  debt.  We  wen  mid  the  tana  thing  &v« 
years  ago  when  we  proposed  to  repeal  the  internal 
taxes.  They  were,  buwevet,  repealed  withotttasy 
vioktion  of  the  pubtic  failh,  and  wherefore  1  The 
ntUion  bas  contraeted  a  debt  to  the  puMie  creditor, 
and  ao  long  as'the  Gtoverament  finJs funds  wfaere- 
with  to  pay  it.  Ihe  pubKc  creditor  has  do  right  to 
ask  whetbei  we  take  it  from  our  coat  or  breeches 

:ket1  Whether  from  a  land  tax,  an  excise,  or 

m  duties  Qn  imported  article*  1  The  pledge  on 
onr  side  is,  to  find  money.  If,  after  tlw  lepMl  of 
tkit  daty,  the  waysaod  means  for  ibe  payment  of 
this  debt  an  fouad  defioicnt,  1  agraa  that  we  are 
bound  to  make  good  the  deficiency.  Bntwkat  do 
we  propose  1  The  amoimi  of  the  taty  oa  salt  la 
less  than  $600,000,  and  at  tbe  same  time  that  we 
take  this  ofl;  we  impose  a  doty  which  will  pro- 
duce a  milUoB.  We  cake  off  a  daty  on  a  neoee- 
siiry  of  life,  which  falls  peculiarly  heavy  oa  the 
poor,  and  on  agriealtuie,  and  lay  an  ad  valorem 
diuy  on  gauae,  catgut,  and  the  Lord  knows  efat, 
which  produces  from  three  to  five  tbottsaad  dot- 
lars  more. 

r.  Qumor  aaked  whether  a  dory  which  pro- 
doeed  $860^000,  a  yea^  wUah  via  Umited  to  tbe 
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end  of  the  next  session,  and  which  was  ool  pledged 
to  (he  payment  of  the  natioaal  debl,  could  be  coa- 
sideredas  eqoiraleat  to  a  permaoeDt  duly  of  half 
a  million,  imposed  by  au  act  which  could  dc  ' 
lepealed  uoEU  the  debl  was  paid?  He  did 
think  the  new  tax  wai  a  subslilule  of  equal  ralue, 
and  be  consideied  il  one  of  ihe  objects  of  this 
bill  10  eet  rid  of  the  pledge  to  pa^  ihQ  debt. 

Mr.  J.  Clay  felt  disposed  to  gire  every  credit 
to  gentlemen  in  ibeii  professions  of  regard  to- 
wards the  public  debt.  The  answer  to  ibe  ob- 
jection was  this :  A  cetlaio  fund,  arising  from  the 
impost,  was  pledged  to  tbe  payment  and  interest 
of  tbe  debt.  An  act  bad  passed  the  last  Coogreas 
increaiiDK  tbe  fuud  jippropiialed  for  this  purpi — 
from  87,i500,000  to  88,000,000,  If  the  duty  ._ 
salt  was  not  a  compooent  part  of  ih is  sum,  the 
objection  of  geailemen  was  futile.  Now  it  was 
a  fact,  tbat,  so  much  as  this  aum  was  diminished 
by  taking  ofi*  tbe  t520,000  arising  from  the  duty 
on  salt,  so  much  was  it  increased  by  the  other 
duty  proposed  to  be  laid  by  this  act-  So  long  a: 
the  taxes  pledged  exceeded  eight  millioos,  ibi 
GoTernment  sacredly  regards  their  engagements 
As  an  answer  lo  all  the  sensibility  displared  b] 
eentlemen  for  tbe  public  faith,  permit  nde,  saic 
Mr.  C.,  to  refer  them  to  a  resolution  proposed  in 
the  seyenth  Congress,  on  the  85ih  of  January 
1S02,  inslruoting  the  Committefr  of  Ways  and 
Means  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  taking 
off,  or  reducing,  the  duty  on  brown  sugar,  coflee, 
and  bahea  tea.  Another  objection  urged  by  gen- 
tlemen is,  Ihe  effect  of  this  bill  on  tbe  merahanls. 
There  is  no  doubt  tbat,  in  consequence  of  it,  the 

Kice  of  sail  will  fall;  but,  would  not  this  have 
en  the  effect  on  bohea  tea,  had  iheir  measure 
been  suacessful?    Tbe  effect,  however,  will  be 

fradoal,  and  there  will  be  but  little  loss  sustained 
y  any  one  individual,  as  tbe  price  will  begin  to 
fallimmediately  ontacingofftlie  duty.  I  believe 
it  is  not  a  material  error  to  say,  that  the  traffic  is 
pretty  much  in  the  hands  of  tboae  men  who  en- 
joved  it  when  tbe  duty  was  laid ;  and  if  so,  those 
woo  now  lose,  will  only  lose  as  much  as  they  be- 
fore gained.  I  hope  the  blank  in  the  bill  will  be 
aa  filled  aa  in  give  six  months  notice  of  the  im- 
position of  the  duty. 

Mr.  IiYon.— When  this  propoeitioo  for  com- 
nuting  the  Mediterranean  fund  for  the  salt  lax 
was  first  introduced,  I  thought  favorably  of  il. 
Ibave  always  viewed  the  duty  on  salt  among  the 
most  oppressive  laxes  iuventeu  by  man,  although, 
since  the  purchase  of  Lonisiana,  Ibe  people  I  have 
the  honor  to, represent  are  no  longer  burdened 
with  that  tax,  and  the  revenue  derived  from  ix, 
when  it  ceases,  must  be  mkdegood  by  hardening, 
in  some  way  or  other,  my  constitueote.  I  votea 
for  Gommitliog  the  proposition;  bnL  sir,  when  1 
reflect  on  the  subject,  and  inquire  from  whence 
comes  this  proposition,  I  am  compelled  to  hesit- 
ate, to  look  at  it  aeain  and  again,  and  ask,  (1  will 
say  it  in  plain  English.)  whence  comes  this  thing  T 
What  Is  it7  May  it  'not  be  a  gilded  pill,  with  a 
very  fair  outside,  but  containing  rancorous  poi- 
son within  1  -Wnen  I  answer  to  myself  (he  ques- 
tion, where  it  comes  from  7  I  am  obliged  to  say, 
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sir,  it  comes  from  a  gentleman  (Mr.  J.  EUkddlpb) 

who.  in  tbe  presence  of  this  House,  aod  of  the 
whole  nation,  has  declared  himself  an  enemy  to 
the  present  Adminisiraiion  ;  one  who  has  declared 
that  bis  opposition  (e  that  Admmistration  should 
cease  only  with  his  breath.  Aod  what  has  been 
the  conduct  of  tbat  gentleman  on  this  same  sub- 
ject,  (the  salt  (ax,)  while  he  was  a  friend  lo  the 
AdaiinistraiiooT  A  proposition  was  brought  for- 
ward, not  long  since,  by  another  genileman,  a 
gentleman  from  Naw.Tork,  and  one  whom  I  very 
much  reEpec,(,  (Mr.  Tbomab:)  but,  says  (he  gen- 
tleman from  Virginia,  I  have  thought  of  the  sub- 
ject, the  Speaker  and  myself  have  talked  it  over, 
and  it  will  nut  do,  we  ought  not  now  to  act  upon  it> 
This  was  snfficient,  for,  at  (ba(  (ime,  it  was  in- 
deed, a  knock-'em-doffn  argmneot.  What  was 
(he  conduct  of  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  in 
1602,  when  a  mo(ion  was  before  the  House  for 
idsiiuctiog  tbe  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  (o 
inquire  into  the  expediency  of  reducing  the  dutv 
on  salt?  He  would  not  suff»  the  question  to  be 
putj  and  urged  tbe  previous  question;  and  so 
much  opposed  was  be  to  touching  the  salt  tax,  that 
he  injudiciously  called  the  member  from  Dela- 
ware (Mr.  fiAYAHD]  10  order,  when  speaking 
igainst  the  previous  question.  Injudiciously,  I 
:ay,  because  tbe  Speaker  thought  so,  and  the 
Journal  says  the  Speaker's  opinion  was  confirmed 
by  the  House.  If,  sir,  I  was  opposed  to  the  per- 
sons to  whom  the  Executive  branch  of  the  Gov- 
ernment is  intrusted,  and  was  possessed  of  what 
is  called  by  some  talents,  witnoul  consistencv, 
wi(h9Ut  patriotism,  and  without  regard  to  (ruin, 
I  would  endeavor  to  wrench  from  the  Eiecudre 
the  means  of  paying  off  tbe  national  debt,  and 
then  I  would  exclaim  agaiosi  the  Executive  for  not 
doioz  it.  I  would  lake  fVom  (hem  the  means  of 
fortifying  the  ports  and  harbors,  and  of  defending 
'''  ommerce  of  the  nation,  and  then  I  would 
irage  another  set  of  the  enemies  of  the  Ex- 
re  to  make  an  uproar  about  the  protection  of 
lerce,  and  of  the  defenceless  state  of  the  na- 
tion, while  I  bawled  out  let  commerce  defend  it- 
self, and  opposed,  by  every  art  in  my  power,  even 
the  means  of  their  obtaining,  by  negotialion,  any 
redress  for  the  grievances  complained  of.  Bu^ 
I  may  be  (old,  air,  that  this  measure  comes  re- 
commended by  the  Comqil((ee  of  Ways  and 
Means.  Is  not  (he  chairman  of  tbat  committee 
(Mr.  J.  Rai(Dolpb)  the  very  memba  who  told  us 
a  few  days  ago  (hat  (be  Hornet  could  not  sail  for 
the  want  of  a  sllngia  her  tail — for  want  of  aland 
breeze ;  and  had  toe  hardihood  to  insinuate  to  us, 
that  he  had  kept  back  tbe  navy  appropriations,  in 
order  to  defeat  the  will  of  the  constituted  aothor- 
ities  of  the  nati on j  respecting  (he  purchase  of  the 
Floridas?  I  do  not  speak  of  this  insinuation  on 
the  bare  evidence  of  my  own  ears,  or  my  own 
understanding;  many  gentlemen  who  were  pres- 
ent, have  assured  me  they  understood  the  insina- 
aiioQ  as  1  did.  I  am  well  aware  that  the  gentle- 
man from  Virginia  has  condescended  to  excul- 
pute  himself  on  (he  score  ot  holding  back  tbe  ap- 
prnpriaiions,  and  in  a  way  thpt  looked  more  tike 
awkwardness  than  anything  I  ever  saw  done  by 
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that  genltenian.  I  am  well  aware  that  he  ha*  ea- 
deavored  to  get  round  ibe  iaslDuation  that  I  speak 
of,  but  1  have  set  all  this  down  on  the  same  side 
of  the  book  of  my  memory  that  I  do  many  other 
things  which  coioe  frcin  the  same  quarter. 

Since  the  proposiiioa  for  substiiuiiiig  the  Med- 
iterranean fund  was  proposed  in  this  House,  a 
Message  has  beeo  received  from  the  President  of 
the  United  Stales,  roforming  us  that  the  Tunisian 
Ambassador  has  made  a  demand  of  tribute,  on  the 
refusal  of  which  he  has  declared  that  war  must 
ensue,  which  tribute  has  been  refused,  so  that  we 
have  a  Tunisian  war  on  band.  Believing,  as  I 
now  do,  sir,  that  the  Mediterranean  fund  is  want- 
ed for  the  same  us«  it  was  originally  created, 
namely,  the  keeping  up  the  force  oecessaiy  to  re- 
pel the  Barbory  Powers,  it,  therefore,  cannot  be 
considered  as  a  substitute  for  the  salt  tax;  and 
determined,  as  I  am,  not  to  wiihbord  the  meaas 
from  an  Executive  that  I  eonfide  In,  an  Execu- 
tive more  popular  than  any  who  have  ever  had 
the  guidance  of  the  affairs  of  ibis  natioB,  and.  in 
my  opinion,  most  deserving ;  however  muea  I 
wish  to  reduce  or  altogether  do  away  the  duly  on 
lali,  J  will  not  vote  for  it  until  I  can  fairly  see 


o  much  of  the  revenue  as  it  produces  has 
heeome  unnecessary,  or  tmlil  I  see  a  substitute, 
until  I  see,  in  an  une<jui*ocBl  manner,  an  equal 
portion  of  revenue  coming  into  the  Treasury  from 
another  quartet  less  burdensome  to  the  poorer 
sort  of  people.  Lei  me  see  gentlemen  bring  for- 
ward a  bill  laying  additional  duties  on  green  teas, 
on  high  priced  wines,  on  cambrics,  on  laces,  on 
tiilks,  on  china  ware,  and  on  high  priced  linen* 
and  woollens,  which  will  be  an  equivalent  to  the 
duty  on  salt,  with  a  seciion  at  the  bottom  repeal- 
ing the  duty  on  salt,  and  I  will  surety  TOte  far  it. 
But,  I  conclude,  the  gentlemen  will  n6t  have 
time,  within  the  two  or  three  days  they  have 
^iven  themselves  to  stay,  to  investigate  the  sub- 
ject properly.  I,  for  myself,  wonder  why  gentle- 
men, who  fed  so  mneh  interested  in  this  subject, 
had  not  concerted  to  bring  the  thing  forward  ear- 
lier. There  certainly  has  been  time  enough  ;  1 
cannot  think  it  can  receive  due  attention  at  this 
time,  but  I  hope  it  will  be  brought  forward  earlier 
in  the  next  session.  I  really,  sir,  should  not  dare 
to  go  home  and  tetl  my  constituents  that  I  had 
voted  for  a  measure  which  was  calculated  to  leave 
the  Treasury  without  the  means  of  enabling  the 
Executive  to  discharge  all  the  engagements  of 
the  Ooveroment.  To  the  present  Executive  the 
Western  people  impute  their  being  reliered  from 
the  odious  and  most  troublesome  of  all  taxes— the 
■tamp  act  and  the  excise  act.  The  present  Ex~ 
ecuiive  they  consider  as  an  inseparable  Wrier 
between  them  and  land  taxes  and  sedition  laws. 
To  support  that  Executive  is  their  main  object 
at  present  in  electing  members  of  Congress.  So 
popular  is  the  present  Administration  in  Ken- 
tucky, that  the  moat  influential  man  in  that  Stale 
could  not,  after  deserting  the  Administration, 
much  less  after  having  vowed  hia  opposition 
should  cease  only  with  his  breath, get  an  hundred 
votes  for  member  of  Congress. 
Whenever  a  mu,  who  has  been  sospecied  of  fed- 


eralism, offers  there  as  a  candidate,  the  first  thins 
he  says  in  his  circular  letter  is,  that  he  b  a  fricnS 
to  the  present  wise  and  virtuous  Adminiat ration, 
and  he  pledges  himself  to  support  the  EiecDtive. 
I  am  apprehensive  that  the  present  Executive  'a 
as  popular  in  some  other  States  as  in  Kentucky, 
and  that  the  election  screw,  if  I  may  be  permit- 
ted to  use  the  phraseology  of  anolDer  member 
from  Virginia,  (Mr.  Ci.abk,)  so  much  ulked  of 
in  this  House,  will  squeeze  some  gentlemen  as  Bat 
as  a  pancake,  before  the  fitsi  of  May,  1807.  I  am 
sorry,  air,  to  have  occasion  to  say  so  much  about 
It  is  well  known  to  every  gen- 


,  that  I  vole  as  independently  &s  any  i 
but,  sit,  I  have  bad  some  small  share  in  effe< 


the  change  which  bronchi  Ibrward  the  i 
men  and  measures.  I  have  never  repented  of  it; 
I  feel  interested  in  their  success,  ana  ao  long  as 
they  promote  the  interest  of  the  nation,  with  tha 
same  share  of  wisdom  and  energv  they  have  done, 
tbejr  shall  not  want  for  the  small  u  ' 


Nippon 
e  luae- 


htch  I  can  give  them  in  their 
tions.  I  can  view  this  business,  brought  forward 
at  this  time,  in  no  other  light,  under  existing  eir> 
cumstances,  than  an  ineffectual  grasp  at  popular!* 
ly,  and  an  attempt  to  embarrass  the  QoveranoU. 
1  shall,' therefore,  oppose  it  in  every  atage  of  iti 
proareaa, 

Mr.  BinwELL  said  that,  oit  a  subject  ao  inter- 
esting, and  which  had  been  viewed  in  several 
tights  by  gentleman  who  had  preceded  him,  he 
would  take  the  liberty  of  offermz  a  few  ideas. 
One  objeclion  to  the  measure,  which  had  been 
fully  answered,  was,  that  the  repeal  of  Ihtaduty 
would  be  a  violaiioa  of  ihepublic  faith.  If  after 
the  takiitg  off  this  duty,  there  was  not  a  full  and 
complete  provision  for  the  payment  of  the  pnblw 
creditor,  there  might  be  some  weight  in  this  oh* 
jection;  bat,  as  there  was  a  fall  and  ootnfdete 
provision,  that  circumstance  furnished  a  sofficieol 
answer.  Another  objection  was,  that  the  repeal 
would  operate  injuriously  to  the  mereannle  inter- 
ests. This  applied  mote  to  the  time,  than  the 
thing.  He  was  aware  that  any  chatage  which 
affected  the  commerce  of  the  country,  ought  not 
tu  be  instantaneous,  as  it  might  affect  existing 
speculations;  therefore,  when  the  qneation  waa 
on  filling  the  blank  in  the  bill,  he  should  be  in  &- 
vor  of  a  day  considerably  distant.  Aduty  onsah 
was  considered  by  everybody  as  an  injurioui  and 
burdensome  tax,  and  the  only  serious  question  be 
had  ever  bad  on  the  subject,  wa?,  at  what  time  it 
would  be  safe  to  discontinue  It.  It  appeared  to 
him  that  this  was  a  convenient  time.  Being  sat- 
isfied of  this,  he  should  vote  for  it,  and  against 
the  motion  to  strike  out  the  whole  or  a  part  of  the 
section.  He  believed  not  only  the  general  ex- 
pectation of  the  revenue  would  justify  the  repeal, 
but  that  it  would  operate  in  a  salutary  manner  oa 
all  classesof  thecommunity.  Ii  was  burdensome 
in  the  interior,  more  so  than  on  the  seaboard ;  and 
it  was  on  the  agricultural  interest  that  the  prin- 
cipal weight  fell;  it  had  been  cheerfblly  borae 
only  under  the  impression  that,  as  sooo  as  eir- 


I  would  lustily,  it  would  be  repealed. 
Hr.  Dara  said,  tKat  if  ganileiaen  ware  diapoaed 
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to  diminish  the  rerenae,  to  screw  ap  the  QoverD- 
ment,  and  if  thej  were  satisfied  (be  Admim 
tioa  could  get  along  witbotii  this  tax,  it  n 

weifh  mneb  in  his  miod  in  faTot  of  repeal ) , 

■8  Ibejr  were  disposed  to  grapple  with  difficulties 
apd  gain  popularilf,  he  believed  he  would  gratirjr 
tbem  by  votiog  for  the  bill. 

Mr.  Q,niH CT  said,  he  opposed  such  id  excesxife 
reduclioii  of  this  dut^aiouce,  not  only  od  the 

B Quads  he  bad  stated,  btit  on  other  RrouDds.  In 
BssBchusetts,  in  the  neigbborhooa  of  Boston, 
Tery  ezlGiHire  manufaciories  of  salt  had  beeo  ea- 
tabuahed,  uDder  the  idea  that  the  duty  would  be 
continaed.  Tlie  immediate  eSecl  of  this  measure 
might  be  to  destroy  and  luin  tbem. 

Idr.  Eli(bh  was  opposed  to. both  motions  under 
ooBiideraiiAD.  It  was  no  good  reason  for  cootiD- 
ningataz,  beeanse  partioalar  individuals  wotftd 
beiojured  bv  its  repeal,  as  they  knew,  at  (he  time 
thtf  entered  on  the  businera,  the  right  of  the  Gov- 
erament  to  take  off  the  (ax,  tod  the  probabilitr 
that  they  would  do  it  as  soon  as  (he  public  exN 
gencies  would'  admit.  He  should  give  his  voice 
decidedly  tn  favor  of  the  bill,  as  it  bad  always 


been,  in  liis 'opinion,  a  desirable  object,  when 
could  be  (lone  with  safety,  to  disp«Tise  with  the 
tax:  and  if,  in  the  opinion  of  the  officers  of  the 
Government,  it  coold  be  safely  dispensed  with,  he 
thought  it  ought  now  to  be  done. 

The  Hoose  divided  on  Mr.  Lrort'e  motion  to 
strike  out  the  first  section,  which  was  disagreed 
to— yea  1. 

Mr.  <lDiNCT'a  motion  to  amend  the  section  wai 
likewise  disagreed  (o  without  a  division. 

On  motiaa  of  Mr.  J.  Ranoolph,  the  blank,  ret- 
Miv«  to  the  time  when  tha  duty,  was  to  take  effect, 
was  filled  with  the  first  day  of  October. 

Tbe  third  section  was  then  read,  which  con- 
ttnoed  the  Meditemaaan  fuad  till  the  next  mb- 
aion  of  Congren. 

Hi.  Alston  observed  that,  from  tbe  pretent  ap- 
pearance of  things,  he  did  not  th^nk  it  advisable 
that  this  section  fhonld  remain  as  it  was,  as  in  aii 
or  eight  months  they  would  have  again  the  aime 
groaod  to  travel  over.  His  object  was  perma- 
nently tostrlMtilote  the  Mediterranean  fund  forthe 
nit  tax.  He  had  no  objection  to  make  the  ex- 
change; 10  take  off  the  perpeiual  tax  on  salt,  and 
lay  it  on  these  articles.  He  thought  there  was 
DO  danger  in  trusting  to  tbe  wisdom  of  Congress 
the  dbcoDlinuaoce  of  thetct imposing  tbem;  and 
that  as  long  as  there  wis  a  necesHtty  for  taxes, 
tbew  aabjecta  of  taxation  w«re  as  nncxceptiooa- 
ble  as  any  that  could  be  laid.  When  they  were 
about  to  strike  ao  deeply  at  the  rev.enue,  ihey 
ought  to  be  certain  that  the  subatilute  offered 
would  justify  tbe  measure.  For  these  rBavms  he 
sobinitied  a  motion  lo  make  the  Mediterranean 
fund  pnpetual.  He  thought  ibis  expedient,  as 
tbe  tax  on  salt  was  perpetual,  and  the  subatitoted 
lax  wa*  not  so  cartain  as  that  on  aalt.  With  re- 
gard (0  tbe  one,  very  Utile  variation  coald  take 
place;  while  the  other  might  materially  change 
ivith  the  times. 

On  this  jnotion  the  Committaa  dividad^yeai 


36,  nays  60— when  the  Committee  rvae  and  re- 
ported tbe  bill. 

Tbe  House  immediately  took  the  report  into 
consideration. 

Anerashort  eDavsrsalioD.^tfae  amendment  of 
the  Oommiltee  to  fill  up  the  blaok  in  the  first  aec- 
lioQ  with  the  first  of  October,  was  earned  with- 
out adivisioQ. 

Mr.  CnowifiNaHiBLn  then  moved  to  amend  ths 
last  section,  so  ae  to  coniinue  the  Mediterranean 
fund  for  three  years.  He  said  that  the  duty  on 
salt  fell  with  peculiar  bardshipontbosewhowere 
obliged  to  consume  it,  either  in  providing  for  their 
&mtlies  or  cattle.  It  amounted  to  two  hundred 
per  cent,  on  the  value  of  ibis  article.  As  there 
Was  not  a  more  oppressive  tax  in  the  country,  he 
bad  always  wished  to  see  the  revenue  in  sucn  a 
situation  as  to  justify  its  repeaL  He  thought  this 
was  the  case  at  present,  as  be  was  indirectly  in- 
formed that  the  revenue  for  the  present  year  would 
exceed,  by  a  mttlion,  the  amount  at  wnicb  it  had 
been  calculated.  He  was,  however,  of  opinion 
that  it  became  the  Qovernment,  in  the  preaent 
posture  of  tf&tirs,  (o  continue  the  Mediterranean 
fund  for  two  or  three  years. 
Mr.  J.  Randolph  hoped  the  amendment  would 
)t  be  agreed  to.  It  would  be  remembered  that 
tbe  tight  of  givii^  the  public  money  was  the 
sole  exclusive  right  of  that  branch  of  the  LegiEla- 
.nd  that  when  they  made  grants  for  a  long 
term  of  years,  it  would  not  depend  on  them  alone 
whether  the^  should  be  revoked.  In  his  opinion, 
if  the  Constitution  of  the  United  Slates  was  prac- 
tised  on  its  true  principles,  that  House  ought  not 
to  give  the  public  money  out  of  its  controL 
There  was  io  existing  came  for  continuing  this 
fund  for  three  years,  or  for  a  longer  period  than 
that  coniemjdaiedby  the  bill.  During  the  next 
session  there  would  be  a  better  view  of  the  re- 
sources  and  expeiiditurea  presented;  and  it  might 
then  be  determined  what  arrangements  were  ne- 
cessary for  providing  the  waj^s  and  means  for 
payiog  the  interest  and  principal  on  the  Florida 
stock.  If  it  were  eontemptaiea  by  gentlemen  to 
continue  this  f^od  to  eke  out,  and  by  anticipation 
to  provide  for  the  defalcation  of  that  day,  he  was 
not  disposed  to  give  his  consent  to  such  a  mea- 
sure. Let  geniremen  then  devise  tbe  ways  and 
means  for  the  additional  expenses  the?  may  hare 
incurred.  It  is  not  a  true  principle,  aaia  Mr.  R.,  for 
this  bianeh  to  vole  money  in  this  way:  I  waa. 
going  to  say  ad  iafimtam.  Let  us  reeoUeot  bow 
the  additional  doty  only  on  salt  was  laid.  Bight 
or  ten  yeam  ago  it  was  propoKd  to  lay  a  dnly  of 
so  many  oents on  salt,  which  failed;  afterwarda^at 
the  heel  of  a  session,  when  there  was  a  thin  House, 
it  was  propoaed  to  lay  en  additional  duly  of  eight 
cuts.  This  propositioo  succeeded.  Ifaadihehtmor 
ot  being  a  member  when  the  law  passed  for  cootin- 
uing  this  duty  for  ten  years.  I  do  not  now,  and  I 
trust  in  Ood  1  never  shall  forset  ibe  circumstan- 
altendiog  this  measure.  1  lield  up  my  hands 
agaiost  it  as  an  oppressive  tax,  and  said  I  hoped 
the  time  would  come-vrhen  it  would  be  taken  off. 
That  time  has  come.  Let  us  not  now,  under  tb« 
pretenoe  of  taking  off  half  a  million,  kaAg  roond 
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the  Deck  of  th«  people  a  daty  ot  aemtly  double  the 
amount  So  ihat  ihe  GoTeroment  geti  the  mo- 
nej  ikej  care  Dot  from  whoae  pockets  ihef 
take  it.  The  questioo  now  is,  is  this  House  ia  a 
■tala  of  pupilage?  Will  we  not  be  at  the  next 
Mttion  as  able  to  say  this  fund  shall  be  continued, 
u  we  are  now  1  It  is  gwopoMd  to  cantiaue  this 
tax  for  three  years;  but  what  reason  have  we  to 
le^^ta  foT  the  tenth  Houae  of  Ecpraseatatires  1 
SuppoM  thej  declare  il  oppresaJTe  and  pass  a  bill 
for  its  repeal,  the  other  braoch  of  the  Legislature 
will  sand  it  back  wiih  a  eiiil  meatage  that  they 
kaTB  postponed  it  to  (he  next  seasioa  of  Congreie. 
It  is  true  that  we  have  tome  check  in  making  ap- 
pioprialioDs ;  but  appro priaiions  have  become  a 
matter  of  form,  or  lets  than  the  shadow  o(  a  shade, 
a  mere  eobweb  of  defeaee  egaioit  expepdilures. 
Yon  have  fixed  limtts,  but  ttta  expenditure  ex- 
ceeds the  appropriation ;  and  those  who  disburse 
the  money,  are  like  a  macy  bojr  who  knowa  that 
his  grandfalbei  will  gratify  him,  and  ovai-Tuas 
the  lum  allowed  him  atpleaBure.  As  to  appro- 
priations 1  have  no  faith  in  thm.  We  have  seen 
tlial  BO  long  as  there  ia  moaey  in  the  Treasury, 
there  is  no  defence  against  ilt  expenditure. 
TJMTe  is  ooe  mode  nf  defmcer,  saised  in  happ; 
times,  lo  lequeater  in  (he  hands  of  a  parti«uwr 
body  so  much  of  the  tevenut  as  to  leave  but  a 
Mauty  surplus  (o  the  E!xecativede[hirtineDt«;  but 
if  this  system  is  shaken  by  voting  vast  aums  b»- 
yond  the  ordinary  expenditoret,  there  is  an  end 
to  economy. 

The  queation  was  then  taken  on  Hr.  Crown- 
iiiaBiEi.B'8  motion,  which  was  disagreed  to— 
ayes2S.  When  thequeslios  was  taken  on  eogroa- 
aug  tbe  bill,  which  wai  catried — ayea  6? 

Thduday,  Apta  17. 

A  message  &om  (he  Senate  ittfonned  the  Hoosa 
that  the  Saiat*  have  passed  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
■et  farther  to  alter  and  eatabliah  certain  poet 
raids,  and  for  oth«r purposes,"  with  seversl  amend- 
ineats;  to  whieh  they  desire  the  eoDeurtenoc  of 
this  House:  The  Senate  have  passed  a  bill,  enti- 
tled ''An  act  aupplemeoCary  to  the  act,  entitled 
'An  act  for  aseertainiag  and  adjusting  the  titlea 
aadelairastoiandwiihin  the  Territory  (^Orleans, 
and  the  District  of  Louisiana;"  and  a  bill,  en  ti  ilea 
"An  act  in  addition  to  theaclealablishingaMint, 
■nd  reflating  the  coins  of  the  United  Slates;" 
W  which  they  desire  thd  coacurtaitoa  of  this 
Hsuse. 

On  motioa  of  Mr.  Ely, 

Benhed,  That  the  Pieaident  of  the  United 
States  be  requested  tii  take  effectual  meaaara  to 
nnse  tbe  south  wing  of  the  Capitol  to  be  pre- 

Ked  for  the  accommodation  of  the  Hoaae  of 
prcsentatives,  by  Ihe  commenccmant  of  tbe 
next  session  of  Congress. 

Mr.  Elt  and  Mr.  Dawbon  were  appointed  a 
committee  to  present  the  aforegoing  resoiatioD  to 
the  President  of  the  United  States. 

A  Message  was  received  from  the  President  of 
Uie  United  States,  traosmittiog  a  convention  be- 
tmw  tka  Uiutad  Sutu  aad  Iha  Cherokee  In- 


diana, concluded  at  Washington  on  the  s«veath 
day  of  January  last,  for  the  cession  of  their  lucht 
to  the  tract  of  country  therein  described.  Tbe 
Message  was  read,  and,  together  with  tbe  comvea- 
'jn  Iranimitted  therewith,  referred  to  tbe  Com- 

ittee  of  Ways  and  Means. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Daiu,  that  the  House  do 
ime  to  the  following  respiutioos : 

Eacloid,  That  provuion  owght  to  be  made  for  (ha 
batter  proWction  of  the  coaimerce  and  aeamen  of  the 
Unitvd  States  tgainit  aggreadon*  and  outragea  in  Iha 

saof  the  Wulladioa. 

Saoked,  That  it  ia  eipedianl  to  provide  fcr  ngnlal- 
ing  the  conduct  of  nu*  merchant  voMets  aa,  by  agree- 
ment of  the  respective  owners,  niaj  sail  in  caaixiK  ftr 
mutual  amiatanc*  anJ  defenca  in  any  lawfill  commeice ; 
and,  ■]»,  for  settling,  according  to  the  c«ane  irf  jaa- 
caediBg  in  Courts  af  Admiralty,  tha  re^vdiva  latoa  (rf 
oantiibutiaa  to  be  sMde  batnecn  thaat,  on  swcodM  rf 
BBj  las*  or  damaga  which  may  be  ihstebj  tacnnad. 

AMa&wf,  That,  for  th*  aneauageoent  amd  aacwitr 
.  aeamanofthe  United  Stale*,  it  ia  expadient  l«  maka 
laariaian,  that  ngialeied  ahip*  or  Te**ela  which  ma^  ba 

aaiplq^ed  in  Tojagaa  to  toreign  pcita,  after  the 

day  of nait,  shall  not  continae  to  enjoy  the  bene- 
fits and  privil^e*  appeitaimog  lo  ship*  or  Tea*el*  of  Ihe 
United  States,  onlea*  some  proportion  of  the  naiinoa 
on  board  the  *ame  ahall  be  dtiien*  of  the  United 
States. 

The  resolutions  were  referred  to  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole  to-morrow. 

The  Houae  proceeded  to  co'nsider  a  moiion  of 
the  fourth  instant,  vLt ; 

Itttohtdy  That  the  Socretaiy  fcr  the  Department  of 
War  be,  and  be  hereby  is,  directed  to  [Rixnna  from  the 
aereral  States,  and  preaent  lo  this  Houae,  at  their  next 
•eaaion,  a  list  ofth^  tavahd  penaianan  h*o  bava  baen 
placed  on  the  peanen  list  of  Aa  taafieeliTa  Btataa, 
daring  tbe  lata  Revalalianaiy  war  with  Cheat  Biitaia, 
twtiag  particularly,  as  &i  as  the  saaa  may  be  paadi- 
eaUe,  vrhether  toch  peasioneia  served  in  dw  aiiUtia,  m 
in  the  line  of  the  Army ;  and,  also,  ths  monthly  hub 
allowed  to  each  penaioner  i" 

And  theaaid  resolution  being  again  twice  laad 
at  the  Clerk's  table,  was,  «n  the  queation  put  theta- 
npon,  agr^  ^°  ^1  ^^^  House. 

lUr.  JoBK  Raxnoi^i,  from  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Maana,  presented  a  bill  making  appro- 
priations tat  carrying  into  effect  a  treaty  with  the 
Cherokee  tribe  (^.Indians ;  which  wm*  read  twica, 
and  committed  to  a  Commiltctt  of  th«  Whole  thia 
day. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consida  the  wnend- 
meat*  proposed  by  the  8«BaU  to  the  bill,  ealilled 
"An  act  further  to  aber  ««d  establish  certain  p«at 
roa^  and  for  other  piupoaM:"  Wbocapen, 

OnkrttL  That  the  saU  ameadaMnis,  together 
with  the  billjbe  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the 
Post  Office  and  Post  Roads. 

A  message  tVmn  the  Senate  informed  tlia  Hoaae 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  tbe  bill,  entitled  'An 
aetiw  establishing  trading-houses  with  the  Indiao 
iriba,"  with  an  amendment^  to  which  ibey  dei^ 
tbe  coucurrence  of  this  House. 

The  bill  s«at  from  the  Senate,  entided  "An  act 
in  addition  to  tbe  act  estabtishingBMinl.andieg- 
KktiBg  the  ooian  of  the  United  BimXtt,"  w*  '"^ 
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twice,  KOd  cotninitted  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  to-ffiorrow. 

The  bill  MDt  from  ih«  Senate,  entitled  "An  e 
■QppIemeutBry  to  (he  act,  entitlsd  'An  act  for  i 
certaming;  ana  adjusirag  the  lilies  and  claim* 
land  within  the  Territarf  of  Orleans,  and  theD)*~ 
triet  of  LouisiRQa,"  was  read  twice,  and  referred 
to  the  Commitiie  on  the  Pablfe  Lands. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  on  the  hill  tnakirg  appropriations  for 
carrying  into  effect  a  treaty  wiln  the  CheroLiee 
ttibe  of  Indiana.  The  bill  was  reported  witboai 
ameudmeBt,  and  wa'  ordered  to  be  engrossed,  and 
read  the  third  time  on  Saturday  next. 

On  inotioD  of  Mr.  V^RHnn,  that  the  House  dit 
ODtae  la  the  following  reac4ati<iiit 

SmAni,  That  H  i>  expetUant  to  Make  previaaa, 
bjr  law,  tut  allowidg  the  mililary  tommt»t»M»,  ap- 
p<nnle4  onder  an  act,  MUilled  "An  u*  Att.aiutiikg 
Loninana  into  two  TerrttDiiM,  and  pravidiBg  fin  &b 
temponiy  OontaiBent  tfaowaf,"  ihraa  uonthi'  pay, 
afttt  At  tanna  for  wW«h  Aey  wen  apprintri  ifaaU 
have  eipired,  to  enable  them  to  letnm  to  iheir  Mfrenl 
boMSL  Eacapt  meh  of  Ihea  n  aball  al  that  tbaa 
have  been  appointed  to  M>m«  otbra  offica  onder.  the 
GaveriHiieU  of  Iba  Umtad  Statamiu  the  TerrilMj-of 


TbequeslionwastalnS'that  the  House  do  agree 
to  the  said  resolaiioti,  and  passed  in  the  negatire. 

prdend,  That  the  order  of  the  day,  for  the 
House  to  resolve  ilself  into  a  Committee  of  the 
whole  House  on  the  bill  lupplementAry  to  an  act, 
entitled  "An  act  more  efTectually  to  provide  fot 
the  org inizaiion  of  the  militia  of  the  District  of 
Columbia,"  be  posLpooed  indefinitely. 

Oo  motion  of  Mr.  Fiec,  that  the  House  do  come 
to  the  fallowing  resolution: 

AMbeiii  That  the  Cleik  of  this  Hooie  be  author* 
bed  and  directed  to  pay,  out  of  the  contingent  Atnd  of 
the  tuA  Hooae,  the  ram  of  two  hundred  dirflan  to 
Nathaniel  Gregory  and  Sunnei  Bnceh,  each,  two-  of 
the  BDgroasing  Gierke  in  hie  office,  in  eoneideration  of 
extra  eerricM  peifcmed  by  them  dnriag  the  lieleee- 
■ion  of  Oongreai,  the  like  anta  haviiig  been  gnwtad  to 
William  Lambert  and  Jo«ah  W.  King,  the  other  Cle^ 
who  aened  in  the  office  of  the  raid  Clerk  at  that  time. 

Ordtnsd,  That  the  said  motion  lie  on  the  table: 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  iii  addition  to  an  act,  enti- 
tled "An  act  suppleroeniary  to  the  act  providing 
for  a  Naval  Peace  Establish m^it,  and  for  other 
putpoees  i"  and,  after  some  time  apeat  therein,  the 
Committee  rose  and  had  leave  to  sit  again. 
P08TMA8TER  GBNEBAX. 

Mr.  Clark,  from  the  committee,  who  were  a 


eoudnet  of  Gideon  Oraager,  Postmaster  General 
of  the  United  States,  and  report  whether,  in  their 
opinion,  the  said  Gideon  Granger  has  so  acted,  in 
his  capacity  of  PostmasteT  General,  as  to  require 
the  interposition  of  the  Constitutional  powers  of 
this  House,  submit  the  following  report: 

"  That  the  contmittea,  without'  loae  of  time,  engaged 
in  the  dutiae  aiiigned  them,  and  have  made  aome  pnr- 
gieas  therein.  It  wu  the  aincere  desire  of  the  com- 
Oittaa  that  the  inquiry  ihoald  be  conclnded  doriog  the 


^eaeut  sesaion,  Bi'weli  aa  the  wiah  of  the  Postmaatra 
General ;  but  firom  the  diBtance  and  diepersed  ntuatiou 
of  the  witneaaea,  wboee  testimony  ma  deemed  neces- 
sary, and  the  appRnchins  does  of  the  wasioD,  it  ia 
ftiond  impracticable.  While  the  onnmittae  regret  the 
aitnaiioD  of  a  public  officer  laboiiUK  under  the  auapt 
dona  appeatane*  of  a  Constitutional  airutiny  iaio  h^ 
conduet,  yet  in  a  Ooremment  like  oun,  where  wst^ 
fulneea  of  men  in  office  ii  the  aurest  guannlee  of 
the  preserTalion  of  the  liberty  of  the  people,  tlie  pub- 


lic JmctJonanea  muat  yield  their  ieelutgs  to  the  gen- 
eral benefit,  uvl  endure  a  temporary  ioconieiueDae  aa 
an  honorable  sacrifice  to  theiireedDm  of  out  institutiooa. 

"That  1  hasty  and  premature  result  is  less  to  be  da- 
aired  OB  the  part  of  an  officer  supported  by  a  coiiecious- 
nese  of  the  mtegrity  t^  his  conduct,  than  the  snspen- 
sion  of  an  hiquir;  that  may  terminite  in  a  satlsfactotT 
refhtatioD  of  charge^  which,  on  the  part  of  the  accused, 
are  aBhined  Id  be  without  ftmndatiot),  the  oommittee 
have  no  heaitatiDn  in  befierlog. 

"Justice  to  die  public  ai  wedl  aa  to  the  indlvldnd 
reqnirea  a  thorough  inveatl^tion,  which  ia  flnuid  to  be 
impoaaible  b^ire  to*  final  adjaarnraent 

"The  committee,  IbereAiie,  teeoumeBd  a  poatpoBe- 
ihenl  of  the  further  ibqairy  tml3  Ae  next  arKwinn  of 
Gongreas." 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

PUBUC  DEBT. 

Tbe  bill  supplementary  to  the  act,  entitled  "An 
act  making  provision  for  the  redemption  of  tbe 
whole  of  the  public  debt  of'  tbe  United  Statei," 
was  read  s  third  time. 

Mr.  Tallbadoe  moved  to  postpone  this  bill 
indefinitely,  and  supported  the  motion  in  a  speech 
of  considerable  lengtD. 

Mr.  J.  Clay  repfied. 

When  the  yeas  and  nays  were  taken — yeas  49, 
nays  45,  and  the  motion,  consequently,  obtained. 

TiAe-Joae[A  Baibr.  Bamabaa  Bidwell,  John 
Chandlei,   Hatthew  Clay,   Frederick  Conrad,  Jaeob 

Cmwnlnahliiili).  Bi^hsnl  (InUa.  ftamiuil  W.  Tlana   Fm 


Crewnliiahield,  lUchard  Cutta,  Samue)  W.  Dana,  Em 
Darlty,  Jdm  Davenport,  jnniar,  Jam**  Elliot,  Caleb 
ElUa,  Ebeaeaer  Elmer,  WilUam  Ely,  William  Findley, 
Jamea  Fiak.  John  Fowler,  Charles  GoldsborouAb,  Isaiah 
L.  Green,  Silai  H^aey,  8«th  Hastings,  David  Hou|;h, 
John  Q.  JackaoB,  John  Lambert,  Joi^ih  Lewis,  junior, 
Matthew  Lytm,  Robert  Marian,  Jonah  Masters,  Jona- 
than 0.  Mtwely,  Jeremiah  Nelson,  Gideon  Olin,  Timo- 
thy Pitkin,  junior,  John  Pngh,  Jonah  Quincy,  John 
Ruesell,  Thomas  Sammons,  Martin  G.  Schnneman, 
James  Sloan,  John  Smilie,  Henry  Southard,  Samuel 
Taggan,  Benjamin  Talhnadge.  Samuel  Tenney,  Danid 
Thomas,  Thomas  W.  Thompwiii,  Uri  Tracy,  Joeapli 
B.  Tamum,  Peleg  Wadsworth,  and  Robert  WhttahiU. 
Nits — Evan  Alexander,  Willia  Alston,  iun..  Bar- 
well  Baaratt,  George  M.  Bedinger,  John  Blake,  juMor, 
Thomaa  Blount,  Robert  Brown,  Levi  Casey,  John 
Ulaibnna,  Christopher  ClaA,  Joaeph  Clay,  John  Clop- 
ton,  Leonard  Covington,  John  Dawson,  Peter  Early, 
James  M.  Garaett,  Edwin  Gray,  John  Hamilton,  Da- 
vid Holmes,  Michael  Leib,  Patrick  Mafnider,  William 
McCreery,  Nidiolas  R.  Moore,  Thames  Moore,  Jere- 
miah Monow,  John  Morrow,  Roger  Nelson,  Thomaa 
Newton,  Jan.,  Jahn  Randolfdi,  Thomaa  M.  Randolph, 
John  Rea  of  Penxkayliania,  John  Rhea  of  Tennessee, 
Jacob  Kchards,  Peter  SeiOy,  Thomas  Sandford,  John 
Smith,  Bamnel  Smith,  Rk^ard  Stanford,  Joaepfa 
Stanton,  Philip  R.Thomp*on,  JcAa  Whitsfaai,  David 
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K.  Williuna,  Marmadnke  WiUiBini,  Rictwrd  WinD, 
tiid  JoMph  WinstOD. 

DUTIES  ON  8AXT. 
The  bill  repniiog  the  acti  laying  duties  on  salt, 
mfld  cooiiauiue  in  {otce,{ot  a  further  time,. the 
first  seolioo  of  the  act,  entitled  "An  tct  further  to 
protect  the  compisrce  and  seamen  of  the  United 
Btaiee  against  t^e  Barbara  Fawtxa,"  was  read 
third  time. 

Mr.  Masters  moved  to  FMommit  the  bill,  for 
tile  purpose  of  modifying  its  detaih. 

Mr.  QrUiNCT  supported  (he  motion  ;  which  was 
lost— ayes  37,  noes  49. 

When  the  yeas  and  nays  were  taken  on  thi 
passage  of  the  biH— yeas  84,  nays  11,  as  follows 

TiAs — Enn  Alexander,  Willis  Aliton,  jnn.,  Uaae 
Andenoo,  Bnrwell  Bassett,  CMrge  M.  B«diDgei,  John 
Blake,  JDoioT,  Thomu  Blaimt,  Bobert  Bmwn,  Levi 
CMSf,  John  Chandler,  John  Claiborne,  Chiistaphef 
Clark,  JiMeph  On,  Matth«w  Claj,  John  Cloplon,  Js- 
oob  Crownuuhield,  Richard  Cutta,  Samnel  W.  Dana, 
£(ra  Darby,  John  Davenport,  Junior,  John  Qaweon, 
Eliaa  Eaile,  Peter  Earl;,  James  Blfiot,  Caleb  Ellis, 
Ebeneser  Elmer,  William  Ely,  John  W.  Eppu,  Junes 
FUk,  Jamea  M.  Gunett,  Charlee  Goldsborough,  Peter- 
•on  Goodwjn,  Edwin  Gray,  Ajidrew  Gregg,  Silas 
Halsey,  Jabn  Hamilton,  David  Holmes,  Daiid  Hougb, 
John  G.  Jackson,  John  Lambert,  Joseph  Lewis, junior, 
Patrick  Magrudei,  Robert  Marion,  Thomas  Moore, 
Jeremiah  Morrow,  John  Morrow,  Jonathan  O.  Mosely, 
Jeremiah  Nelson,  Boger  Nelsoq,  Thomaj  .Newton, 
jnnior,  Gideon  Olinj  Timothj  Pitkin,  junior,  John 
Pugh,  Josiah  Quint^,  Joho  Randolph,  Thomas  M. 
Randolph,  John  Rea  of  Pennsyliania,  Jacob  Rich- 
ards, Thomas  Sammons,  Thomas  Sandfbrd,  Martiii  G. 
fichnneman,  James  Sloan,  John  Smilie,  John  Smith, 
Samuel  Smith,  Henry  Sonthajd,  Richard  Stanlbril,  Jo- 
seph Stanton,  Samuel  T^ggart,  Benjamin  Taltmadge, 
Samuel  Tenney,  David  Thomas,  Philip  R.  Thompson, 
Thomaa  W.  Thompson,  Abiam  Trigg,  Killian  K.  Van 
IlenMalaer,  JoMph  B.  Tamuin,  Psleg  Wodrlforth, 
BoSert  Whitehill,  TttyU  R.  Williama,  Marmadoke 
'Williams,  Alexander  Wilson,  Richard  Winn,  and  Jo- 
•eph  Winston. 

NiTB — Joseph  Bsjkti,  John  Fowtf  r.Isaiah  L.  Green, 
Michael  Leib,  Matthevr  Lyon,  Josiah  Masters,  William 
IdcCreery,  Nicholas  R.  Moore,  John  Russell,  Peter 
Sailly,  and  Uri  Tracy. 

PAY  OF  WITNESSES. 

The  House  again  resolved  itself  Into  a  Com 
tM  of  the  Whole,  on  the  bill  sent  from  the  Sei 
AOtitled  "An  act  making  provisioa  for  the  c 
.pensatbn  of  witnesses  who  attended  the  trial  of 
the  impeachment  of  Samuel  Chase."  The  bill 
-was  reported  with  an  aroendment[[hereta 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  said 
vmeudment,  ana  the  same  being  again  read,  as 
follows : 

After  the  word  "summoned,"  iii  the  second 
line  of  the  first  section,  insert  "on  the  part  of  the 
House  of  Representatives"  was,  on  the  question 
put  thereapon,  agreed  to  by  the  House — yeas  51, 
nays  40,as  fallows ; 

Tait — Isaac  Anderson,  BorweU  Bassett,  Geome  M. 
Bedioger,  Joljn  Blake,  Jan.,  Robert  Brown,  Levi  Ctuey, 
John  Uundler,  Joitpt  Clay,  Matthew  Clay,  Frederick 
Coniad,  I.eonard  Covin^n,  Ellas  Earle,  Ebeneier 


Elmer,  John  W.  Eppes.  WiUieiii  Findley,  Jama  If. 
Garoett,  Edwin  Gray,  Andrew  Gregg,  laaiah  L.  GrMK, 
Silai  Haliey,  John  Hamilton,  David  Htdmea,  Michael 
Lsib,  Patrick  Magmder,  Jo^ah  Masters,  Nickoiai  R. 
Moore,  Jeremiah  Morrow,  John  Morrow,  Roger  Nslun, 
Gideon  Olin,  John  Pugh,  John  Randolph,  John  Rea  ti 
PennayWania,  JtAnRheaof  Tenneaaee,  Thomas  Sud- 
mons,  Th(»nas  Sandfiird,  Jamas  Sloan,  John  Smilie, 
John  Smith,  Samuel  Smith,  Henry  Southard,  Joseph 
Stanliin,  Philip  R.  Thompwo,  Abiam  Trigg,  Jomh 
B.  Varnum,  John  WyiehiU,  Robert  Whiiehill.  David 
R.  Williams,  Alexander  WilsCn,  and  Joseph  Winstoo. 

Nits— Willis  Alatfln,  jua.,  Silas  Bettoh,  Bsmabaa 
Bidwell,  Thomai  Blount,  John  Claiborne,  Chriatopbtr 
Clark,  John  Cloplon,  Jacob  Crowninshield,  Richaid 
Cults,  John  Davenportijon.,  John  Dawson,  CaM>EIlia, 
WiUiam  Ely,  Cbarlee  diridsborough,  Pouraon  Oood- 
wyn,  Beth  Ha^nga,  David  Hoogli,  John  G.  Jadtaoo, 
Walter  Jonaa,  John  Lambert,  Jaanth  Lewia,  jno., 
Matthew  Lyon,  iiobert  Marion,  WiUiam  McCreery, 
Jeremiah  Nelsitti,  Timotb;  Pitkin,  job.,  Jooiah  l^ui^j, 
Thomas  M.  Randolph,  John  RusmI,  MaltJta  G.  8chnn- 
man,  Samuel  Taggait,  Benjamift  Tallnudge,  SaiBHl 
Tenney,  David  Thomaa,  UriTrai^,  Philip  Van  Cmt- 
landt,  lUllkn  K.  Van  Benssdaet,  Pekg  WadawMth, 
Manwaduks  Williama,  and  Nathan  WUHsnta. 

Th«  bill,  as  ameiMled,  was  thqi  read  the  ihkd 
time  and  jMsted. 

Friday,  April  18. 

Mt.  Tbouas,  from  the  Committee  On  the  Post 
Office  and  Post  Roads,  to  wt)om  were  referred 
yesterday,  ihe  ameodtoents  proposed  by  the  Sen- 
ate to  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  further  lo  alter 
and  establish  oeriain  post  roads,  and  for  olbei 
purposes,"  made  a  r^orC  thereon;   which  was 

ea  and  considered:  Whereupon, 

Besolved,  That  this  House  do  agree  to  the  first, 
second,  fourth,'  fifth,  sixth,  eighth,  ninth,  tenth, 
eleventh,  twelfth,  thiiteentb,  aad/ourteenih  of  ii)« 
said  amendments. 

Staolved,  That  tlib  House  doagreetotbethiid 
of  the  i^id  amendments,  with  an  amendiaent. 

Itetoived,  That  this  House  do  disagree  to  the 
seventh  of  the  said  amendments, 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  for  fortifying  the  ports  and  harbors  of  the 
[Tniied  States,  aadfor  building  gunboats,"  with 
a  Bmeadnient;  to  which  they  desire  the  concur- 
ice  of  this  House:  Also,  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
;t  making  appropriation  for  carrying  iato  eSeel 

treaty  between  the  United  States  and  Chicka- 
iw  tribe  of  Indians,"  with  an  amendment;  lo 
which  they  desire  the  concurrence  of  this  House: 
And  the  bill,  entitled  "Ad  act  to  Amend,  in  the 
cases  therein  mentioned,  the  act  to  regulate  the 
ction  of  duties  on  imports  and  tonoage,"  with 
several  amendments;  to  which  they  desire  the 
— ncurrenee  of  this  House. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  Hoose 
that  the  Senate  disagree  to  the  amendments  pro- 
posed by  this  House  to  the  bill  sent  from  (be  Sen- 
entitled  ''An  act  making  provision  fi>r  (be 
compensation  of  witnesses  who  attended  ibe  trial 
of  the  impeachment  of  Samuel  Chase,"  (Dddealte 
-  "'"ifereace  with  this  House  on  the  $ub]ect-mai- 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRES& 


Apbil,  1806. 


Organtxation  of  tke  Militia. 


H.ofR. 


ter  of  (he  said  amend  men  Is;  lo  whieli  conference 
they  have  appointed  managers  on  their  pari. 
ORGANIZA'HON  OP  THE  MlUnA. 

Mr.  Varkum.— Mr.  Speaker :  It  will  be  recol- 
lected br  the  Hdom,  that  early  in  the  sewioii,  (hat 
rarl  of  toe  Message  of  the  President  of  the  United 
Biales,  of  the  third  of  December  lait,  which  re- 
lalcB  to  the  cIa»ificBtiaii  and  organization  of  the 
militia,  and  tolheaagmeDialionof  oar  land  forces, 
waa  reierted  to  the  consideration  of  a  lelect  com- 
mittee. Several  other  aabjeets  relative  to  the 
physical  strength  of  the  nation  have,  subsetiuent 
to  that  time,  been  referred  lo  the  same  committee. 
The;  have  atteativel;  considered  the  sevenl  sub- 
jects referred  to  them,  and  have  repotted  to  tbe 
House  the  resuU  of  iheit  deliberation  on  each  of 
them.  The  suspension  of  a  report  on  the  subject 
of  001  land  forces  to  this  time,  has  necessarily 
been  occasioned  from  the  naiare  of  the  reference. 
That  subject  was  submitted  to  the  committee  in 
the  words  of  the  Message,  which  are  as  follows ; 
"Whether  it  will  be  necessary  to  augmeai  onr 
'  land  forces  will  be  decided  by  occurrences  pro- 
'  bahty  in  the  course  of  yonr  session."  Hence  the 
committee  hare  deferred  their  report  to  this  lime, 
with  a  view  that  it  might  be  made  coincident 
with  the  existiDg  state  of  our  coontry,  at  the 
close  of  the  session,  in  conformity  with  the  prin- 
ciples on  which  the  subject  was  submitted. 

But,  sir,  at  a  time  when  the  great  Powers  of 
Europe  are  engaged  in  war,  devaetation.  and 
bloodshed,  and  at  a  period  when  there  are  subjects 
of  difference  existing  between  the  United  States 
and  several  of  the  Eaiopean  Powsrs,  it  may  not 
be  improper  to  state  to  [he  House,  the  outlines 
of  the  physical  strength  of  the  country,  which 
nay  be  drawn  into  operation,  in  case  of  an  inva- 
sion  by  any  foreign  nation;  which  view  of  the 
aubject  has  induced  tbe  committee  t4  make  the 
report  now  submitted  to  you.  And,  sir,  in  order 
to  exhiUt  in  its  true  point  of  ligb^  the  present 
strength  of  the  United  States,  it  may  not  be  im- 
proper lo  tate  a  cursory  view  of  the  situation  of 
the  United  Slates  at  tne  comthencement  of  the 
Revolutionary  war  with  Great  Britain,  and  the 
important  stand  which,  in  that  situation,  waa 
made  against  the  strong  arm  of  Qreat  Britain.  I 
"Will  then  slate  to  yon,  in  a  concise  manner,  some  of 
the  present  means  of  defence  within  the  power  of 
the  United  Slates ;  and  leave  it  to  the  House  to 
draw  the  contrast,  between  our  situation  foi  de- 
fence at  that  lime,  and  at  the  present  time.    ' 

At  the  commencement  of  inat  war,  the' people 
of  the  United  ^tates  were  sobjecls  of  Qreat  Brit- 
sin;  tbey  were  in  a  stale  of  diiorganizaiion.  J 
believe  there  wasnolaainglecoEppanyof  themil' 
itia  tmdet  leral  organization ;  you  had  no  stand- 
ing army.  There  had  been  a  kind  of  organization 
under  the  recommendation  of  illegal  associations. 
in  a  imrt  of  the  Union  ;  but  no  commissions  had 
been  issued.  One  class  of  your  citizens  were  so 
much  attached  to  royal  government  that  tbey 
either  withheld  iheir  aid  from  tbe  cause  of  the 
country,  or  wvQt  over  to  the  enemy  and  fought 
against  us;  there  weie  another  class  who  from 


pecuniary  views  took  side  on  the  part  of  the  Brit- 
ish, and  armed  themselves  against  the  country, 
a  third  class  were,  from  apprehensions  of  feeling 
tbe  weight  of  British  vengeance  in  ease  the  cotm- 
try  should  be  conquered,  induced  to  take  part  on 
the  side  of  the  enemy  ;  and  a  foarlh  class,  from 
conscientious  scrui^es  as  to  the  justice  of  oppoa- 
their  King,  were  induced  to  withdraw  tneir 
from  the  cause  of  Ibeir  couniry.  These  sev- 
eral classes  of  opponents  were  very  nnmerdns  tit 
some  of  the  States,  and  such  were  the  arrange, 
of  ihe  country  at  that  time,  as  to  permit 

to  lake  the  side  they  chose  without  eveir 

branding  them  with  tbe  appeilaiion  of  traitors.. 
The  whole  population  of  the  country  did  not  con- 
sist of  more  than  2;500,000  souh.  Thus,  sir,  did 
tly  appreciated  the  blessings 
I,  put  their  lives,  and  their 
all  at  stake,  to  procure  for  themselves  and  for  pos- 
terity the  blessings  of  independence  and  free  ffor- 
emment,  in- oppesilron  to  a  large  portion  of  toeir 
countrymen,  and  the  whole  force  of  the  British 
nation.  It  is  well  known  by  those  gentlemen 
who  were  on  the  sta^e  of  action  at  that  time,  that 
ibe  means  for  carrying  on  a  war,  then  in  posses- 
sion of  ihe  people,  were  very  small.  We  were 
almost  entirely  destitute  of  cannon  ;  very  few  of 
lht>  firearms  were  such  as  are  generally  consid- 
ered the  best  calculated  for  defence  against  an 
enemy:  they  were  Qre-arms  rsnerally  used  by 
hunters,  and  most  of  ijiem  without  bayonets ;  we 
had  very  little  powder  or  ball  in  the  country.  In 
this  unpromising  situation  of  our  country,  com- 
menced the  Revolutionary  war  with  Qreat  Brit- 
ain. Bnt  these  gloomy  prospects  did  not  prevent 
the  peopte  from  pursuing  their  object.  At  tha 
first  battle,  on  the  19thday  of  April,  1775.  the  Brit- 
ish lost  in  killed  and  wounded  more  than  three 
times  the  numbei  killed  and  wounded  on  the  side 
of  the  Americans.  At  the  battle  of  Bunker'a 
Hill  one  thousand  6ve  hundred  American  militia 
twice  repelled  three  thousand  British  regulars,  and 
would,  in  all  probability,  have  defeated  them  ulti- 
mately, bad  not  iheir  ammunition  been  ezhaustetl 
soonafieriheBritishmadethethird  attack.  When 
the  British  entered  the  flimsr  works  which  they 
had  thrown  up  tbe  night  before,  not  having  bay- 
ihey  were  obliged  to  fight  them  with  the 


before  they  began  their  retreat.  Tbe  Engiish 
opened  tbe  campaign  of  1776,  with  sixty  thousand 
regular  troops,  including  seventeen  thousand  Oer- 
luans,  probably  with  an  idea  of  completing  the 
subjugation  of  the  country  that  summer;  but  the 
intrepidity  of  the  American  patriots  convinced 
them  of  their  mistake;  oor  principled  were  de> 
fended ;  and  the  famous  battle  of  Trenton  closed 
the  uperations  of  the  year.  The  battle  of  Prince- 
ton soon  succeeded;  and  in  the  same  month, 
Qeoeral  Dickinson,  with  a  party  of  New  Jer^y 
militia,  afler  crossiog  a  river,  in  that  inclement 
season  of  the  year,  where  the  water  was  up  to  the 
middle  of  the  men,  attacked  an  equal  number  of 
British  troops,  beat  and  entirely  routed  them. 
In  the  year  1777,  many  memorable  battles  were 
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foDphi,  ID  the  Middle  and  Northern  Stales, 
wtucb,  taking  them  altogether,  the  patriots  hi 
much  the  advanlaee.  Tae  whole  of  Burgoyni 
army,  coDsistiog  of  more  than  10,000  men  w__ 
killed  oi  taken  prisoners.  The  battle  at  Benoinf^ 
ton,  fou^bl  entirely  by  militia,  and  commanded  by 
a  militia  geoeral  on  the  side  of  the  Americans, 
lanst  remain  on  the  pages  of  history  as  an  iodeli- 
bie  mark  of  fortitude  and  pairictism,  on  the  char- 
acters of  those  heroes  who  fought  and  conquered 
(W  that  day.  In  177S  bappeued  the  famous  bat- 
tle of  Monmouth,  Thus,  sir,  the  patriots  of  Ameri- 
-ca,  without  allies,  baffied  the  most  strenuous  at- 
tacks of  the  whole  British  nation  aided  by  17,000 
ibreigD  mercenaiies,  for  more  than  three  years. 
After  that  period  wehad  the  aid  of  France,  which 
no  doubt  hastened  ibe  close  of  the  war,  ana  which 
cannot  fail  to  be  held  in  grateful  remembrance 
Iff  all  those  who  were  engaged  in  the  cause  of  the 
Revolution  from  proper  principles.  Many  impor- 
tant eagageroents  in  the  Soutkern  Stales,  clearly 
manifested  the  prowess  of  the  militia  In  that  pen 
of  the  Union.  And,  sir,  by  the  ^lerlion  of  thot 
who  dared  to  put  at  defiance  every  danger,  in  sui 
port  of  the  cause  of  Qod  and.  tbeii  country,  we  d. 
oow,  by  the  blessing  of  Heaven^  enjoy  the  inesti- 
mable piirileges  ofliberty  and  independence. 

Now,  sir,  let  ui  take  a  cursor?  viewof  [hepri._ 
en t  means  of  defence  wiihta  ide  control  of  ibe 
Oavernment  of  the  United  States.  The  produc- 
tions of  the  fiscal  arrangements  of  the  QoTem- 
meal,  and  the  facility  with  which  those  produc- 
tions have  been  placed  in  your  treasury,  afford 
■trikin^  evidence  of  the  wealth  of  your  citizens, 
tad  their  ability  to  yield  that  pecuniary  aid  which 
ivill  enable  the  Gorernmeai  to  put  in  operation 
any  measures  of  defence  which  may  be  necessfiry. 

The  United  States  are  now  composed  of  more 


lbaD6,000,D00inhabiiants;youhaTeregularornit- 
ized  Slate  Goveroments,  and  an  energetic  Qen- 
eral  Governraent,  ealciriaied  to  call  Uto  operation 
all  the  resources  of  the  nation,  when  the  safe^  of 
ibe  people  may  require  it  There  are  in  the  Uni- 
ted States,  of  free  white  male  citizens,  between 
the  ages  of  sixteen  and  forty-five,  871,336  persons. 
The  General  Government  passed  a  law  in  179B 
for  organizing  the  mililia  of  (be  United  States; 
under  ihat  taw,  the  Qiilitia  have  been  formed  into 
divisions,  brigades,  regiments,  and  Companies; 
these  several  corps  have  been  officered  under  tba 
State  Governments,  agreeably  to  (he  direction  irf' 
(he  law  of  the  United  States.  So,  sir,  tor  have 
in  the  United  States  a  militia,  completely  organ- 
ized and  officered,coiisi$tingormore  than  600,000 
men.  .  And,  sir,  in  order  to  show  the  comparaiiTe 
strength,  and  more  particulariy  the  comparative 
laudable  exertions  of  each  State,  to  provide  iheat- 
selves  with  the  means  of  defence,  I  will  ask  iha 
patience  of  the  House,  while  I  meniion  in  deoil 
the  numbers  of  enrolled  militia  in  each  StaM^ 
with  the  prominent  implements  of  wax  in  iheii 
hands.  In  doing  this,  t  shall  state  the  number  of 
major  generals  commanding  divisions,  the  nam- 
ber  of  brigadier  generals  commanding  brigade^ 
the  number  of  lieutenant  colonels  commandant, 
commanding  regiments,  the  number  of  artillerist^ 
the  number  of  cavalry,  and  the  number  of  infaniry, 
includipg  officers  in  each  State,  the  number  of 
field  artillery,  the  namber  of  fire  arms,  the  num- 
ber of  horsemen'!  sabres  and  pifittds,  and  the  quan- 
tity of  powder  and  balls.  I  shall  not  detail  ikemir 
rticles  of  eqaipment;  but  will  observe,  gen- 


icles 


» lesi  nu- 


merous than  those  Which  I  shall  state  in  detail. 
[Mr.  VaBNDiH  here  offered  to  the  House  the  ii 
formation  exhibited  in  the  following  table.J 
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And  here,  sit,  permit  me  lo  observe,  in  regard 
to  the  Slate  which  I  have  the  honor  to  represent 
IK  part  09  this  floor,  that  by  a  law  of  ihe  State 
eacD  towD  is  compelled  to  be  constantly  proTided 
^ih  a  quantity  of  powder,  balls,  and  flints,  at 
least  equal  to  one  pound  of  powder,  three  pound: 
of  balls,  and  three  flints,  to  each  man  enrolled  in 
the  militia;  also,  a  proportionate  qnaotity  of  en- 
trenching tools;  this  tcnm  stock  is  placMl  undei 
the  care  of  the  selectmen  of  their  Kspeetire 
towns,  aod  ihe  brigade  inspectors  are  b^  law  als 
made  inspectors  of  the  town  stock  within  thei 
respective  brigades.  If  any  defect  is  saffered  by 
the  towns,  die  inspectors  are  boond  to  report  it  to 
a  ooaoty  court,  and  sneh  deficient  town  is  sub- 
jected to  a  faeavf  peaatty.  Add  then  the  town 
Stock  of  atnnitinltiau  to  that  in  the  hands  of  indi- 
▼iduals  of  the  militia,  and  it  will  lie  fbnnd  that  in 
thM  State  alone  there  is  more  than  forty  Ions  t)f 
powder,  and  more  than  one  hundred  and  fbrty 
tons  of  Teadea  balls,  constantly  kept  in  readiness 
for  public  use  in  defence  of  Ont  rights.  It  is  also 
a  fact,  that  several  other  States  have  public  stocks 
of  ammunilion,  but  in  wbat  quantities  I  bare  not 
bad  an  opportunity  to  procure  the  means  of  aa- 
oertaiaing. 

The  uiilleristtfaud  the  cavalrv,  aa  well 
gveat  proportion  of  the  infaatry,  in  Hasiachiiselts, 
are  in  complete  vloih  uniform,  and  ihia,  logethet 
with  the  fira-anns  aod  othK«qai|)mcnts,  each  In- 
dividual has  ptovidkd,at  his  own  ezpeose.  Masy 
of  the  offioeia  honored  with,  inponanl  comBanu 
in  the  miKtit  of  Massac hnael la,  are  n«n  who  have 
Men  ser*iee ;  lfa«y  are  tnen,  air,  w^  ^ared  to  ate* 
fbrth  iu  defence  of  their  eonntry  at  times  which 
tried  men's  souls;  they  hare  seen  the  gloi' 
efi^cis  of  their  exertions,  and  tkel  the  importi 
of  Older  and  discipline  in  the  militia;  the  spirit 
of  discipline  acquired  in  the  ReTolulionary  war 
has  been  diO'nsed  among  the  militia,  and  a  laud- 
able spirit  of  emulation  pervades  every  corps ; 
ihey  are  competent  lo  the  performance  of  any 
crolulion  requisite  in  the  science  of  tactics,  even 
in  the  Geld  of  action,  and  are  at  all  timea  ready  ts 
^1  their  lives  in  jea<patdy  in  defence  of  out  lih- 
erty,  independence,  and  Government,  a^jnct  Um 
inrasion  of  any  foreign  enemy,  or  the  violence  of 
anv  internal  nsurpation. 

Many  gentlemen  who  were  acquainted  with 
aervice  in  the  Revolutionary  war  now  hold  im- 
portant offices  in  the  militia — in  several  of  the- 
States  to  my  own  knowledge,  and  I  presunae  this 
ia  the  case  in  a  greater  or  less  degree  in  all  the 
Butes. 

Military  discipline  ia  making  rapid  prc^ess  in 
DUtny  of  the  States. 

In  justice  to  Pennsylvania  it  is  propei  to  slate 
that  it  is  said  that  the  return  of  Gre-arms  exhibited 
are  comprised  of  those  only  which  hare  been  dis- 
tributed among  the  militia  at  the  es^se  of  the 
State,  and  that  a  great  proportion  of  the  militia 
in  that  State  are  in  possession  of  flte-arms,  but 
from  some  unknown  cause  ibey  have  not  beea 
returned.  The  same  observation,  it  is  believed, 
will  apply  in  a  considerable  degree  to  the  State  I 
of  Virginia.    From  the  beat  infotmauon  I  have  I 


been  able  lo  obtain,  I  hare  no  doubt  that  there 
are  many  thousand  of  fire-arms  in  the  United 
States,  equal  to  maay  of  those  with  which  we 
commenced  ibe  Revolutionary  war,  which  hare 
not  been  returned.  The  Slates  of  Maryland  and 
Delaware  have  made  no  return;  hut  I  have  en- 
deavored Id  avoid  exsggeration  in  their  nvmbers 
and  equipments. 

Sir,  in  addiibn  to  the  force  and  implements  of 
defence  which  I  have  named,  you  have  in  the 
Army  of  the  United  Stales  men,  officers  in- 
cluded '-'•-.-  3,345 
In  the  marine  corps,  who  are  IfaUe  to  do 

duty  on  land  as  well  as  sea  -        -  ■     .       650 

Making  a  regntar  land  force  of  -  -  3,e9tt 
I  had  Ihe  honor,  sir,  early  in  the  session  to  re- 
port a  bill  for  detaching  from  the  militia  100.000 
men  To  hold  themselves  In  readiness  to  marea  at 
a  moment's  warning,  whenever  the  President  of 
the  United  Slates  shall  think  it  necessary;  thia 
bill  has  bees  paisad  into  a  law,  and  is  eaUalated 
to  lessen  the  inconvenience  of  marching  the 
whole  of  the  militia  from  any  one  section  of  the 
Union.^if  an  invasion  should  take  place.  You 
have,  sir,  in  the  public  magazines,  the  properly 
of  the  United  States,  in  addition  to  the  canoon 
provided  for  the  navy  and  those  in  the  forls  and 
rorlifieatiooa  on  your  extensive  seacoast  and  fron- 
tiers,  1,400  iron  cannon  af  different  calibers,  and 
500  brass  cannon  of  different  calibers.  In  the 
!  deposits  you  hare  118,197  muskets,  wiih 
bayooets,  and  rifles,  fit  for  use  and  12,000  which 
need  some  small  repairs,  1  968  pairs  of  pistols, 
600,000  pounds  of  gunpowder,  500  tons  of  salt- 
petre, ana  sufficient  quantity  of  sulphur  to  mix 
with  It  in  the  manufactory  of  it  into  gunpowder; 
and  you  have  all  kinds  of  baits,  shot,  and  shelly 
in  abundance.  I  have  also  bad  the  honor  to  pre- 
sent to  the  House,  from  the  same  committee  who 
have  directed  me  to  make  the  report  now  before 
you,  a  proposition  for  extending  the  manafaciure 
of  fire-arms,  as  fkr  as  the  capacity  of  the  present 
armories  of  the  United  Slates  will  permit,  which 
has  been  agreed  to,  and  appropriations  have  been 
made  for  carrying  the  proposition  into  effect) 
from  that  soarce  you  will  add  11,000  stands  of 
'  e-arms  to  your  stock  annually. 

Mr.  Speaker,  1  have  given  von  a  cursory  state- 
ment of  the  weak  an<r  divided  situation  of  our 
country  at  ihecommtiwenMnt  of  the  Revolution- 
ary wat-wilh  Great  Britain,  and  have  menlioned 
aomethiig  of  the  ptowesi  of  the  patriots  of  tboaa 
times,  which  baffied  (heir  eXerliona  and  prodaeed 
oar  iadependence ;  and  I  hare  stated  in  contraat 
ibe  outlinea  of  the  present  atrength  of  the  United 
States  and  their  means  of  defence.  And  it  maf 
be  said  without  exaggeration  that  the  difierenca 
is  incalculable.  Will  any  man,  who  knew  aoy^ 
thing  of  the  slate  of  the  country  at  that  period, 
and  of  the  stand  which  was  made  against  the 
whole  strength  of  ibe  British  nation  which  wiu 
brought  agaiDsl  us,  and  whose  ideas  of  (be  present 
strength  and  prowess  of  the  United  Stales  are  not 
entirely  local,  pretend  10  iasiflnale  that  we  are 
not  in  a  capacity  to  contend  for  our  most  impot- 
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iew  of  ihe  aubj 
tbe  commUtee  have  sabiqiEted  the  reporl  before 
you ;  the  House  will  juijfe  of  ita  correcmeu.  I 
■m  well  awace.  thai  ahould  we  be  ioTolred  in  a 
war  with  a  nation  which  might  have  it  in  ber 
poweT  to  pour  in  upon  a  retnoie  part  of  our  ter- 
ritory a  large  number  of  troops,  and  should  so  do, 
and  keep  posEeBsion  for  an;  lenglk  of  time,  an 
armv  during  Ihe  continuance  of  such  iarasion 
might  be  Decessary;  but  at  present  this  is  not  to 
be  expected,  and  unless  we  should  be  involved  in 
«  wai,  I  am  unable  to  see  any  necessity  of  aug- 
menting our  standing  army,  and  hope,  therefore, 
thai  the  report  will  meet  the  appronatioa  of  the 

Mr.  Vabndh  then  submitted  a  report,  which 
was  refernd  to  a  Commitlee  of  the  Whole  to- 
morrow. 

NAVAL  PEACE  BBTABLI8HMENT. 

Tbe  House  again  resolved  itself  into  a  Com- 
mitlee of  the  Whole'on  the  bill  in  addition  to  an  act 
entitled  "An  act  supplementary  to  the  'Act  pro- 
viding for  the  Naval  Peace  Establishment,  and 
for  other  purposes.    The  bill  was  reported  wiih 


ralai 


:b  Iher 


The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  said  bill, 
when  the  first  section  thereof  being  again  read, 
in  the  words  folloning,  to  wit: 

"That  the  Hcond  uid  fourth  wctians  of  'An  act 
providing  for  >  Nkval  Peace  Eilaliliilimeiit,  tnd  for 
othei  purpoaea,'  be,  aod  the  aame  are  hereby  repealed." 

Amotion  was  made  by  Mr.  D&vinR.WiLiJAHa, 
and  the  question  being  put  to  amend  the  same,  by 
scrikinK  out  in  the  first  line  thereof,  the  words 
"and  foorth."  it  passed  in  the  negative — yeas  37, 
nays  52,  as  follows: 

Tiia—ETBD. Alexander,  Da*id  Bard,  George^M. 
Bedinger,  CJbnatopher  Claik,  Jowph  Clay,  Matthew 
Claj,  John  CIopUui,  Leonard  CovinKlon,  Samuel  W. 
Dana,  John  Dsrenport,  junior,  Peter  Early,  James  E\ 
liot,  John  W.  Eppee,  James  M.  Oamett,  Edwin  Giaj , 
David  Holmea,  Walter  Jones,  John  Lambert,  Michael 
Leib,  Joaeph  Lenia,  jun.,  Robert  Marion,  Thomas 
Moore,  John  MonoH,  JoD&thaa  O.  Masely,  Gidec 
Olio,  John  Randolph,  Thomoa  Sa.mmanB,  Thomi 
Suidfard,  Martin  Q.  Schufieman,  John  Smith,  Samuel 
Smith,  Richard  Stanford,  Philip  R.  Thompaon,  Abram 
Trigg,  David  R.  Williama,  and  Alexander  Wilaon, 

MiTB — W.illia  Alston,  junior,  BdrwEll  Baaaett,  Bar- 
nabas Bidweil,  John  Blake,  junior,  7'homu  Blount, 
George  W,  Camiibell,  John  Chandler.  John  Claibome, 
Jacob'Onnrninahield,SiehardCuCta,  Ezra.  Darby,  John 
Dawsoti,  Ebeneser  Elmer,  WilliuD  Ely,  Charles  Golds- 
borough,  Andrew  Gregg,  laaiah  L.  Green,  Silas  Ual- 
sey,  Belh  Haatugs,  Daiid.Hoagb,  MatthewLyoo, 
Patrick  Mender,  Josiah  Maslera,  William  McCree- 
ry,  Nicholae  R.  Moore,  Jeromiah  Nelson,  Roger  Nel- 
son, Thomas  Newton,  janior,  Timothy  Pitkin,  junior, 
John  Pugh,  Jouah  Quincy,  John  Rhoa  of  Tennessee, 
John  Russell,  Peter  Sail);,  Jsmea  Sloan,  John  Smilie, 
Henry  Southard,  Joaepb  Stanton,  Samuel  Taggart, 
Benjamin  Tallmadge,  Samuel  Tenney,  David  Thomas, 
Vri  Ttai7,  Killian  K.  Vui  Rensselaer,  Joseph  fi.  Var- 


,  Peleg  Wadsworth,  John  WhitehiU,  Robert  Wbita- 

bUI,  Marmaduke  Willrams,  Nathan  Williwns,  Bklk- 
ard  Winn,  and  Joseph  Winston. 
A  motion  was  then  made  by  Mr.  CBOWXiir' 

HELD,  and   the  question  being  put  further  to 

aend  the  said  bill  by  adding  thereto  a  new  see- 

10,  in  the  words  following,  to  wit : 

"  Sic.  4.  And  U  it  further  maded.  That  a  nun 
not  exceeding  three  hundred  thousand  dollaia  ahall  bo, 
and  the  same  is  hereby,  appropriated,  to  enable  tlw 
Preudent  of  the  United  States  to  cauae  to  be  built  two 
trigatea  for  the  Navy  of  the  United  SUtea,  to  '"Pf*J 
the  place  of  other*  wluch  bale  been  lost  or  condemned  r' 

It  passed  in  the  negative — yeas  43,  nays  51,  ai 
follows : 

T>i.s--JoMph  Barker,  Sa«4  BeUom  Bamabaa  Bid- 
well,  John  Blake,  hmior,  Jaeob  Crownioshield,  Rich- 
ard Catta,  Samua)  W.  Dana,  John  Daienport,  JanSar, 
John  DawBon,  James  Elliot,  Caleb  ElUa,  William  EJy, 
(^bsriea  Goldiborough,  Isaiih  L.  Green,  Seth  Hutoiga, 
David  Hough,  John  G.  Jackoon,  Joseph  Lewis,  jotuor, 
MitUiew  Lyon,  Patrick  Magruder,  Josiah  Maaten,  Wil- 
liam McCreery,  Nicholas  R.  Moore,  Jonathan  O.  Moe- 
ely,  Jeremiah  Nelson,  Roger  Nelson,  Thomas  Newtna, 
jr.,  Timothy  Pitkin,  jr.,  Joaiah  Quincy,  Tbomu  IL 
Randolph,  John  Ruaaell,  Peter  SaiU;,  TtuMnaa  Sam- 
mons,  Samuel  Taggart,  Benjamin  TaUmadge,  Samasl 
Tenney,  DaviJ  Thomas,  Thomu  W.  ThompKni,  Uri 
Tracy,  Killian  K.  Von  ReDaselaer,  Jowph  B.  Vanva. 
Peleg  Wadsworth,  and  Nathan  Wilbama- 

NaTS— Evan  Alexander,  WllIU  Abt»n,  jnn.,  Isaac 
Anderson,  David  Bard,  Georga  M.  Bedinger,  TbomM 
BlouBt,  Robert  Bi««n,  Levi  C>My,  John  ChauAer, 
John  Clattwme,  CbriMefher  Clart,  Joseph  Clay,  Mat- 
thew Clay,  lolin  Cloptoa,  Iieonard  Covington,  Exra 
Darby,  Peter  Early,  Ebenmer  Elmer,  John  Vf.Epftt, 
James  M.  Gamett,  Edwin  Gray,  Andrew  Gregg,  (Mas 
Halaey,  David  Hohnes,  Walter  Jones,  John  Lambert, 
Michael  Leib,  Robert  Marion,  Thoi.  Moore,  Jeremiah 
Morrow,  John  Morrow,  Gideon  Olin,  John  Pugh,  Ji  ~ 


Williams,  AlexondAr  Wilson,  Wcbanl  Wmn,  mi  Jiv 
tepb  Winston. 

A  motion  was  then  made  by  Mr.  Leib,  and  tbe 
question  being  put  further  to  amend  the  said  bi)), 
by  sttikin^out,  in  the  fifth  and  sixth  lines  of  (he 
ibtrd  section  thereof,  the  words  "thirteen  captains, 
nine  masters  commandant,  seventy-two  lieuten- 

And  debate  arising  thereon,  a  divisioo  of  the 
question  oo  the  said  motion  was  called  for  by  lb. 
BLOvm :  WhereupoD,  the  question  was  taken  on 
striking  out  the  first  member  of  the  motion,  cm- 
(aining  the  words  "  ihirleen  captains ;"  and  passed 
in  the  negative— yeas  37,  nays  60,  as  follows: 

Yx*s — Isaac  Anderson,  George  M.  Bedinger,  Levi 
Casey,  John  Chandler,  Christopher  Clark,  Joaqih  Clay, 
Matliiew  Clay,  John  Clopton,  Leonard  Covington,  Pe- 
ter Earlv,  James  Elliot,  Caleb  Elli*,  Ebeneier  Elaier, 
John  W.  Eppes,  Jamea  M.  Gamett,  Edwin  &ay,John 
Hamilton,  David  Holmes,  Waller  Jones,  John  Lam- 
bert, Michael  Leib,  Thomas  Moore,  Jeremiah  Hdhow, 
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John  KfoiYow,  Gideon  Olin,  Joho  Randolph,  John  Rea 
of  P(nnsTlTRnia>Thoniu  Sammona,  Thomaa  Sand  ford, 
Martin  G.  Bcbuneoian,  Samnel  Bmith,  Richard  Stsn- 
Ibcd,  Philip  R.  TbompMn,  Abrvn  Trigg,  DiiTiil  R. 
'William*,  Marmiduk«  Williami,  and  Alexander  Wil- 

Hi-It — B»»n  Alexander,  WillU  Alaton,  joa., 
Mph  Barfcar,  Bumell  Buwtt.  Siliu  Betton,  Bkmabu 
Bidwell,  John  Blake,  jun^  Thomaa  Bloant,  Robert 
Brown,  John  W.  Campbell,  John  Claiborne,  Jacob 
Croiminihield,  Richard  Cutu,  Samuel  W.  D«na,Etra 
3D»ibj,  John  Dare n port,  jua^  John  Diwaou,  WillUm 
Ely,  Charles  Goldsboroagb,  Andrew  Gregg,  laaiah  L. 
Green,  Bilai  Halaej,  Seth  Haitingi,  David  Hough, 
John  O.  JscksoD,  Jraeph  Lewis',  jun.,  Matthew  Lyon, 
Falrick  Magruiler,  Jonah  Maalera,  William  McCreery, 
Nicholaa  R.  Moore,  Jonathan  0.  Mosely,  Jeremiali 
Nelaon.  Ro^er  Nelaon,  Themai  Newton,  jun..  Tim- 
othy Pitkin,  Jan.,  John  Pugb,  Joaiah  Quincy,  Thomaa 
M.  Randolph,  John  Rhea  of  Tennenee,  Jabn  Rosaell, 
Peter  Saitly,  Jamei  Btovi,  John  Smilie,  John  Smitii, 
Joeeph  Stanton,  Samuel  Taggart,  Benj.  TaHmadga, 
Samuel  Teoney,  DoTid  Thomaa,  Thomaa  W.  Thomp- 
son, Uri  Tracy,  Killian  S.  Van  Renxelaer,  JoMpb  B. 
Tamura,  Peleg  Wadaworth,  John  WhiCehill,  Robert 
'Whitehill,  Nathan  Williama,'  Ridiard  Winn,  and  Jo- 
aejA  Winaton. 

The  qUeatioQ  wat  theo  laken  od  striking  ont  ihi 
Mcood  mciobet  of  the  raotioD,  conuiniDf  ihi 
words  "ojoe  nuuiera  commandaDC,"  aodjiaaied 
in  the  negatire — ym  37,  nays  52,  as  follows: 

Tata-^Willk  AlMon,  y^  laaac  AnderaMi,  David 
Bard,  George  M.  BediDger,  Thomaa  Blowiv  Bobrrt 
Brown,  Levi  Cuey,  ChtW^er  Clark,  Joa^h  Clay, 
John  Clopton,  EaraDarby,  Pelei  Eariy,  Jame*  Elliot, 
Ebeneier  Elmer,  John  W.  Eppea,  Jamea  M.  Gamett, 
Edwin  Gray,  John  H am illon^  David  Holmea,  Walter 
Jonea,  Michael  Leib,  Robert  Marion,  Thomaa  Moore, 
Jeremiah  Morrow,  John  Morrow,  Gideon  Olin,  John 
Pugh,  John  Randolph,  John  Rea.  of  PenonlTania, 
Thomaa  Sammona,  Thomaa  Sandfbrd,  Martin  G.  Schu- 
netnan,  Samuel  Smith,  Richard  Stanford,  Philip  R. 
Thompaon,  David  R.  Williama,  and  Alexander  Wilson. 

NATS^ooeph  Barker,  Burwell  Bauelt,  Silia  Bet- 
ton,  Bamahas  Bidwell,  John  Bloke,  '}i-a^  George  W. 
Campbell,  John  Chandler,  Jacob  Crowninahield,  Rirli- 
•rd  Cults,  Samuel  W.  Dana,  John  Davenport,  junior, 
John  Dawson,  Caleb  EUia,  William  Ely,  Chsriea  Golds- 
borough,  Andrew  Gregg,  laaiidi  L.  Green,  Silu  Hal- 
■ey,  Seth  Hutinga,  David  Hough,  John  O.  Jackson, 
Joaeph  Lewia,  Junior,  Matthew  Lyon,  Patrick  Ma- 
KTudier,  Joaiah  Mastera,  William  McCreery,  Nicholaa 
B.  Moore,  Jonathan  O.  Mosely,  Jeremiah  Nelson, 
Roger  Nelson,  Timothy  Pitkin,  junior,  Joaiah  Quincy, 
Thomas  M.  Raikdolph.  John  Rhea  of  Tennessee,  James 
'Sloan,  John  Smilie,  John  Smith,  Joseph  Stanton,  Sam- 
nel  Taggart,  Benjamin  Tallmadge,  Samael  Tenney, 
David  Thomas,  Thomaa  W.  Thompson,  Uri  Tracy. 
KiUiin  K.  Van  Rensselaer,  Joseph  B.  Varnum,  Peleg 
Wadraorth,  John  Whitehill,  Robert  Wbitehill,  Nathan 
'Witlianu,  Richard  Winn,  and  Joseph  Winston. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  ttiiking  out 
-the  third  mamber  of  the  motioDi  Gotrtainkig  the 
'Words  "seTeaty-two  lieulenants,"  and  passed  in 
thenegaiiTe— ryeas  34,  oaya  69,  aaiblbwii 

Ylis — I>avid  Bard,  George  M.  Bedinger,  Thomaa 
'Btount,  Robert  Brown,  Levi  Casey,  John  Chandler, 
Johh  ClaAotne,  Cbhatepher  Clark,Jo«fA  C^r,  Joku 


Clopton,  Peter  Early,  James  Elliot,  Ebeneier  Elmer, 
John  W.  Eppea,  James  M.  Gsrnett,  Edwin  Gray,  John 
Hamilton,  Walter  Jones.  Michael  Leib,  Rabert  Marion, 
Tbomai  Moore,  Jeremiah  Homrw,  John  Morrow,  Gid- 
eon Olin,  John  Randolph,  John  Rea  of  Fennel vaaia, 
Thnnas  Sammona,  Thomsa  Sandibrd,  Martin  Q.  Schn- 
osman,  Samuel  Smith,  Ridurd  Stanford,  Philip  R. 
Thompaon,  David  R.  Williams,  and  Aleiandei  Wilson. 

Nats— WiUi*  Alston,  jr.,  Joeeph  Barker,  Burwell 
Bassett,  Silas  Betkin,  Bsrnsbas  Bidwell,  John  Blake, 
jr.,  George  W.  Campbell,  Jacob  Crowninahield,  Rich- 
ard Cutta,  Samael  W.  Sana,  Eirx  Darby,  John  Da- 
venport, jr.,  John  Dawson,  William  Ely,  John  Fowler, 
Charles  Goldsborough,  Andrew  Gregg,  Isaiah  L>  Green, 
Sitaa  Halaey,  Seth  Hastings,  David  Holmea,  David 
Hough,  Johii  G.  Jackaon,  Joseph  Lewis,  jun.,  Matthew 
Lyon,  Patrick  Magruder,  Joaiah  Masters,  William 
McCreery,  Nicholas  R.  Moore,  Jonathan  O.  Mosdey, 
Jeremiah  Nelson,  Roger  Nelson,  Thomaa  Newton, 
jr.,  "nmotby  Pitkin',  jr.,  is/ua  Pd^,  Josial^  Quiney, 
Tbmnu  M.  Randolph,  Jehn  Rhea  of  Tennewee,  John 
Snasell,  P*«ar  Saillj,  Janee  SloaB,  J<^  SnuJie,  John 
Snilfa,  Hmoj  BoaOatd,  Joasph  Stanton,  Samoel  Tag- 
sart,  BammiB  Tallmadfe,  Samael  Tenney,  David 
Thomas,  Thomss  W.  Thompaon,  Uri  Ttacy,  KiUian 
K  Van  Rensselaer,  Joseph  B.  Vamnm,  Peleg  Wade- 
worth,  John  Whitehill,  Robert  Whitehill,  Nathan  Wil- 
liams. Richard  Winn,  and  Joseph  Winston. 

The  bill  was  then  eogtossed  and  read  the  third 
time;  and,  on  the  question  that  the  aame  do  pass, 

Mr.  Chandleb  spoke  in  favor  of,  and  Measra, 
J,  Clat  and  J.  Ranoolfb  against,  ita  passage, 
which  was  carried — yeas.^  nays  28,  as  tollowe: 

Yue— -Evan  Alexander,  Willis  Alaton,  jr.,  Joaeph 
Barker,  BnrweU  Basaett,  'Bsmabaa  Bidwell,  John 
Blake,  jr.,  George  W.  Campbell,  Jehn  Chandler,  John 
Claibome,  Fredeiiek  Conrad,  Jacob  Cronninshield, 
Richard  Cutta,  Ezra  Darby,  John  Davenport,  junior, 
John  Dawson,  Ebeneier  Elmer,  Williiun  Ely,  William 
Findiey,  John  Fowler,  Charlea  Goldsborough,  Andrew 
Gregg,  Isaiah  L.  Green,  Silas  Balsey,  SeUi  Hasting*, 


ton,  jr.,  Timothy  Pitkin^ir.,  John  Pngh,  Joaiah  Qoin- 
CT,  Thomas  M.  Randolph,  Jofan  Rhea  of  Tenneasee, 
J<j)n  Russell,  Peter  SailW,  Jamea  Sloan,  Jofan  Smilie, 
Joe^ibBten  ton, Samael  Taggart,BM)jaaiinTBHmBdge, 
Samuel  Tenney,  David  Thomas,  Uri  Ttacy.  Killian  K. 
Van  Rnnsselaer,  Joeeph  B.  Vamnm,  Peleg  WadewoTlll, 
John  WhitebiU,  Robert  Whitehm,  Nathan  WillianM, 
and  Joaeph  Winston. 

Nats — Isaac  Anderson,  David  Bard,  George  M. 
Bedinger,  Thomss  Blount,  Chtislophst  Clark,  JosefA 
Clay,  Matthew  Clay,  John  Clopton,  Leonard  Coving- 
ton, Petei  Early,  James  Elliot,  John  W.  Gppes,  Jame* 
Fisk,  James  M.  Gamett,  John  Hamilton,  Wallet  Jones, 
Michael  Leib,  Jeremiah  Morrow,  Jidm  Morrow,  Jalm 
Raudolrii,  John  Be*  of  Pennsylvanle,  Thomas  Sam- 
mona, Thomas  Sandford,  Martin  G.  Schnnemui,  Heni? 
Southard,  Richard  Stanfiml,  Philip  R.  Thonjpeon,  and 
David  B.  Williams. 

SATDBCAr,  April  19. 

The  House  Teenmed  tbe  cootidetaiion  of  the 

aiiiendmeDtB  disagreed  to  by  tbe  Senate  to  the 

bill,  antiiled  "An  act  makiog  pcoTision  for  tbe 
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oompensaiioD  of  witoesMi  who  atteoded  the  trial 
«f  the  impeacbmeDl  of  Samuel  Cb»e:"  Whsre- 
npOQ, 

Retohtd,  Tbttt  this  HnOM  do  insist  on  thdr 
amaDdment  to  lh«  laid  bill, 

Heeohedj  Thii  Ihia  House  do  ag^ree  toiheeon- 
ftreoce  deaired  by  the  Senate  on  the  sobjecl'mai- 
terof  the  nid  amendmeol ;  and  that  Mr.  Joait 
Randolph  and  Mr.  Roqgr  Nblsob  be  appointed 
managers  at  the  same,  on  the  part  of  this  House. 

A  message  from  ihe  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  hare  passed  a  bill,  entitled  -'An 
act  for  ihe  temporary  relief  of  Hamet  CarpmalU ;" 
to  which  they  desire  the  coocurtence  of  this 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  tbe  amend- 
ments reporied  from  (he  Committee  of  the  whole 
Howe,  on  the  fifLeeolh  inrtant,  to  the  bill  sent 
from  tbe  Senate,  entitled  "An  act  to  regulate  aod 
fix  the  compeDiatiep  of  clerks,  and  for  other  pur- 
poue :"  Whereupon,  tbe  said  ameadments  being 
i^ia  Rad  at  ihe  Clerk's  taUe,  were,  «  tbe  qne*- 
lion  sararallp  put  therenpon,'  agreed  to  by  the 
Hoim.  The  said  bill  was  then  read  the  ibird 
time,  a»d  pawed. 

Mr.  Qhesu,  from  the  Committee  on  tbe  Public 
Iiands,  to  whom  was  referred,  on  the  seTeateenth 
instant,  the  bill  sent  from  the  Senate,  entitled 
"An  act  supplemeDtarr  to  the  act,  entitled  'An 
act  for  ascertaining  and  adjusting  the  titles  and 
claims  to  land  within  the  Territory  of  Orleans 
and  the  District  of  Louisiana,"  made  a  report 
thereon ;  wbicb  was  re^d,  and  ordered  to  be  oom- 
milted  to  a  Cpramiiiee  of  the  whole  Hones  this 
day. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend' 
ments  proposed  by  the  Senate  to  the  bill,  entitled 
■An  act  for  fbrtifyine  tbe  ports  and  harbors  irftl 
United    States,    ana    for    building   gunboats 
Whereupon, 

Ordered^  That  the  said  amendments,  together 
vith  the  bill,  be  eommitled  to  a  Committee  of  the 
wh«de  House  this  day. 

A  message  from  tbe  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  tbe  Soaate  hare  passed  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
MttaproTida  forthcadjustmentoftitles  to  land 
in  the  TerriWry  <rf  Michigan,  aad  for  other  pur- 
posM,"  with  tn.  ameadment ;  lo  which  they  deWre 
Ike  eoncnrrene*  of  this  Home.  Also,  the  bill, 
•■titled  ''An  aei  la  addition  to  an  act,  etiiitle4 
'An  act  regulating  the  grants  of  land  and  provid- 
ing for  the  disposal  erf  the  lands  of  the  United 
States  eoath  of  the  State  of  Tennessee,"  with 


CHESOKEB  IKSLUfS. 
An  en^otsed  bill  making  appropriations  for 
carry inr  m to  effect  a  treaty  with  the  Cherokee 
tribe  oiindians,  was  read  the  third  time:  Where- 
ii))on,  on  a  motion  made  and  seconded  that  the 
■aid  bill  do  lie  on  the  table,  it  was  tesolyed  in  the 
affirmative — yeas  47,  nays  39,  as  follows ; 
^■u— Bvan  Alexander,  Isaae  AnfaioD,  David 
Baid,  Ocnrse  M.  Badi^ar,  SiIm  BaUon,  John  Blake, 
jmtior,  ThMi*«  Bhnwt,  Bebert  firamt,  Len  Caaey, 


John  Clapton,  John  Dawi 
Garnetl,  Edwin  Gray,  Anilrew  Gregg,  John  Hamiltal^ 
David  Holmes,  Michael  Leib,  Joseph  Lcwta,  juoiar, 
Robert  Marion,  Josiab  MMten,  Nictuilaa  R.  MootBi 
Tbomac  Moore,  John  Monoir,  Roger  Nelson,  Thomaa 
Gideon  Olin,  John  Pugh,  JotiB  Randolph, 


Samael  Smith,  Heaiv  Southard,  Ricbanl  Stanfin^ 
Philip  B-ThompMin,  'rhomaa  W.  TbompMJo,  Abiaa 
Tiigg,  John  Whitchill,  Robort  Whitehill,  David  K. 
Williami,  Richard  Winn,  and  Joseph  Winston. 

Nits — Willis  Alston,  jr.,  Josefdi  Baiter,  Bamtbaa 
Bidwell,  Oeorge  W.  Cuiu^>ell,  John  Chandler,  PitA- 
erick  Conrad,  Leonard  Oovington,  Richard  Cntl^ 
^tmnal  W.  Sana,  Eire  Daibj,  John  Dsveopart,  ii.. 
James  Elliot,  Bbenexsi  Elmw,  William  Findlej.  J 
FowlsT,  Isaiah  L.  Green,  8iUs  HaUey,  Seth  H  * 
David  Hoogh,  John  Lambeit,  Matthew  W«sii  tannnw 
8.  Mamford,  Timothy  Pitkin,  jr.,  Jotiah  Qoin^,  Jetaa 
Rhea  of  TennecMe,  John  Rkusall,  Peter  Sailfy,  Har- 
tin   O.    Bchuneman,  James  Sloan,  Joseph   l^anlna. 


■slur,  JoMpb  B.  Vamnm,  Peleg  WadiwoHh,  and  IC^ 
than  WilUams. 

TREATY  WITH  THE  OHIOKABAWa 

Tbe  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ments proposed- by  the  Senate  to  the  bilL  entitled 
"An  act  making  appropriations  for  carrying  in  19 
efieei  a  treaty  between  the  United  States  and 
Chickasaw  tribe  of  Indiana ;  and  the  said  amead- 
ment  being  again  twice  read  at  the  Ovrk'i  labia, 
in  the  words  following,  to  wii: 

"  Strike  out  sections  second  and  durd. 

"Sic.  3,  And  be  it  further  enatUd,  ThatitsUlbe 
(he  daty  of  the  surveyoi  of  the  pubbc  lands  aoulh  tt 
the  State  of  TBanesiae,  to  cause  lo  be  survived  and 
laid  out,  in  the  same  manner  as  U  provided  bj  law  fat 
the  other  public  lands  in  the  MisBiaaippi  Tanitory,  ao 
vtaAi  of  the  lands  ceded  lo  the  Unit^  Sutaa  In  tka 
Cherokees  and  Cbickuaws  as  lies  within  the  saidTet^ 
litory  ;  and  the  Preiiilent  of  the  United  States  is  hoe- 
by  authoriied,  whenever  he  shall  think  it  propei',  le 
establish  a  land  office,  for  the  mle  of  the  said  lands,  and 
to  appoint  a  registrr  of  the  same,  and  a  receiver  of  the 
.public  nu^eja  aocruing  from  the  sate  of  the  said  landa, 
whose  respective  emolumsnts  and  duties  ohaD  be  the 
same  as  those  of  the  registers  and  feceiven  of  thaothn 
land  offices  in  the  said  Territoiy. 

"  Sac.  3.  And  be  it  Jurtkv  enacted.  That,  if  any 
person  shall  make,  or  attempt  to  make,  a  aetllement  m 
any  of  the  landa  thus  ceded  by  the  Cherakees  sad 
Chiekasawa,  and  lying  within  tbe  Miasvadiipi  Teiriie- 
ry,  or  sball,  unless  authorized  so  to  do  by  the  ssrveyor 
of  the  public  lands  aoulh  of  the  State  of  Taaoesaea, 
■nrvey  or  attempt  to  aDrvey  such  lands,  or  deaignafa 
boondaries  by  marking  bees  or  otherwise,  such  offend- 
er shall,  on  conviction  thereof,  in  any  court  of  record 
of  the  United  States,  or  of  any  of  the  Tenitoiiea  of  the 
same,  forfeit  a  sntn  not  leas  than  two  bandred  doflan, 
not  ezoeeding  one  Ihoaaand  doUars,  and  aaSr  OBp* 
onmenl  far  a  term  not  leia  than  aiz  Bontha,  not  er- 
caeding  three  year* :  and  it  riuJl,  nseieover,  be  IsvM 
for  dn  PnaidaQt  «f  tbe  United  Stalac,  aad  he  is  Iweby 
employ  sneb  Dihtaiy  foica  aa  ha  may  jadca 
s  nmnvs  fion  Iha  aaid  ^aada  any  |iwiii 
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who  dikll  naka  or  attampt  (o  mak*  any  aetdement  •• 
•fcceaaid  :  Protidad,  That  nothing  baraJD  rontaiiart 
Aall  afiect  perwxw  nulung  aattleiiicat*  oa  land*  pur- 
cbaaed  from  the  United  Statea,  in  aaufbraitj  with  the 
preceding  aection  of  Ihiiact." 

The  qveetioD  ■was  tUled  that  the  Hotue  do  agree 
with  the  8«Date  io  their  aaid  ameDdmenl;" 

Od  which  a  diyiaioD  of  the  lajd  queatioa  vbb 
sailed  for;  and,  oa  the^aestion  that  theHoBsedo 
agce«  with  the  Senate  id  so  maeh  of  their  aaid 
cmeudment  aa  propOGes  to  atrike  otu  the  aectwd 
•ectioD  of  theuidbill,  it  paiMdia  tlMBeg«tire — 
yeas  33,  nays  57,  as  follom  : 

Til* — 'WiDii  AJflon,  jnnkir,  Jmefih  Barker,  ffilaa 
BettoB,  Bamabaa  Bidwell,  John  Cbvidtar,  Biehaid 
CulU,  Suanel  W.  Dama,  J<riin  Davanport,  Jan.,  Jamn 
BUioW  Bboiner  GInUT,  WilUam  £1  J,  William  FhtdlBT, 
John  Fowlar,  Setfa  HHtiBga,  Daiid  Heagh,  Joka  o. 
Jackson,  Matthew  L;oa,  Jonathan  O.  Hoaely,  G«f- 
don  8.  Hamfiard,  TimoU>;Pitkinijiii)^  JoauJiQnlBt^, 
Joha  RuiseU,  Mardn  G.  SchoBeman,  Samuel  Taggait, 
BeBjamin  TaUmadge,  Samuel  Teiuuy,  DaTid  Thomaa, 
Tbomaa  W.  Thomi»OB,  Uri  Tracy,  KUIian  K.  Van 
BeniBeJier,  Jmeph  B.  Vuiium>  Paleg  Wadtworlh, 
and  Nathu  WUIiami 

N*Ti — Eran  Alejsnder,  Isaac  Anderson,  Bnrwell 
Baaiet,  Duvid  Bard,  George  M.  Bedingei,  John  Blake, 

Jinior,  Thomaa  Blount,  Robert  Brown,  Le^'Caaey, 
ohn  Ctaibome,  Chrjatophei  Clark,  Matthew  Claj, 
Jehn  Clbpton,  Predericdt  Conrad,  Leonard  Covington, 
Ezra  Darbf,  John  DavRon,  Eliaa  Eule,  Jamea  H. 
Gamett,  Edwin  Gray,  Andrew  Oregg,  luiab  L.  Green, 
8iUaHalaey,Jaha  Ham9ton,  David  Holmea,  Waltet 
Jonaa,  John  Lambert;  Michael  Leib,  Joeeph  Lewi*,  jr., 
Bobert  Marion,  Joaiah  Maatera,  Nicbolai  R.  Moore, 
TkouM  MovN.  Jnremiah  Morrow,  JtAn  Moirew,  R*> 

Sir  NelfOB,  Thomaa  Newten,  Jca.,  Gideon  Olia,  John 
Dgh,  J<rfm  Bandolpb,  Thomu  U.  Randotph,  Jobs 
ReaWTPenniylTania,  Tliomaa  Sammona,  Thomaa  Sand- 
lord,  Jamea  Sloan,  John  Smllie,  Samuel  Smith,  Henn 
Sonthard,  Richaai  Staniead,  Joa^b  Stanton,  Philip  K. 
Thompaon.  Abram  Trigf,  John  WhitehiU,  Bobert 
WhitehiU,  David  R.  WiOiame,  Hidiard  Winn,  and  Jo- 
•eph  Winrton. 

And  then  the  quealion  being;  taken  that  the 
House  do  agree  with  the  Senate  in  such  other 
pan  of  their  said  amendment  as  proposes  to  strike 
out  the  third  section  of  the  said  bilL  it  passed  in 
the  ne^iire — yeas  35,  Bays  53,  at  follows : 

Ti4a~Joaep<i  Bark«r,  SUu  Betton,  Bamabaa  Bid> 
well,  itAin  Chandler,  Ucberd  Catla,  Samuel  W.  Dana, 
Jehn  Daienport,  jun.,  James  Elliot,  Ebenecei  Elmer, 
'William  Ei;,  William  FindJej,  Jamn  Fiak,  John 
Powler,  Da^  Rough,  John  G.  Jackson,  Jonathan  O. 
Moselj,  Gordon  8.  Humford,  Gideon  6lin,  T.  Pitkin, 
Jt^  Jonah  Qnlitc;,  John  RnaseU,  Peter  Sailly.  Martm  O. 
S^oneman,  Heni;  Seodiard,  Samad  Taggart,  'Ben- 
iMain  Talluadge,  Samuel  Tennej,  David  Tinmaa, 
Thomas  W.  Thompaon,  Uri  Tracy,  KiHia*  K.  Van 
BaBBtelaer,  Jeaeph  B.  Vamua.  Peleg  Wadn*onh,and 
Nattian  WiUkms. 

Nax*— Xvan  AleisBder,  Willii  Alatoo,  jufti,  baac 
Auderaen,  David  Baid,  Burwall  Bttnett,  George  M. 
Bedinger,  Jobn  Blake,  jnn.,  Thomas  BlMnt,  Robert 
Btwn,  LeviCasey,  Jab>  OUibnna,  CauiaUiihar  Clark, 
Hallhew  Clay,  John  Cloptea,  Predeikk  Ceuad,  IjMO- 
mi  Ceniagten,  J«ha  Dmon,  Jamea  H.  QamatI,  Bd- 
«u  Omj,  AndMw  Oaagg,  faaUh  L.  Omb,  ailaa  Hat. 


aay,  John  Hamilton,  David  Holmea,  Walta  Jonea, 
Jelm  Lambcat,  Michael  Leib,  JoMph  Laww,  junior, 
Bobert  Marion,  Joaieh  MasWra,  Niebolaa  fi.  Moora^ 
Thomaa  Moote,  Jeremiah  Morrow,  John  Morrow,  Ro- 


Nelaon,  Thomas  Nentuu,  Jun.,  J<dm  Pugh,  John 

idolpb,  Thomaa  M.  Randolph,  John  Rea  of  Fenn- 

Bylvama,  Thomas  Sammons,  Thomaa  8  and  ford,  Jamea 


Vmh 


Sloan,  John  Smilie,  Samuel  Smith,  Richard  Stanford, 
Philip  R.  Thompaon,  Abiam  Trigg,  John  WhitehiU, 
Robert  Whilehill,  Divid  R.  WiUi^ms,  Richard  Winn, 
and  Joiej*  Winston. 

Retalved,  That  this  House  do  adhere  to  its  di»- 
agreement  to  the  aaid  amendment. 

Ordered,  That  the  engrossed  Itill  making  ap- 
propriations for  carrying  into  eS'ect  a  treaty  vilh 
(he  Cherokee  tribe  of  Indiana,  he  recomtnitted  tp 
a  CoDUoittee  of  the  Whole  this  day. 
WILLIAM  BATCH. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  h  Comnnttee  of 
the  'Whole,  on  the  hiti  aatboriainig  the  seitleuient 
of  Bcoouvt*  between  the  United  Stafes  and  Wi^ 
liam  Eaton.  No  araeBdraent  bsring  been  mndt 
to  the  bi)l,  the  Hoase  proceeded  to  eonsider  the 
said  bill  at  the^  Clerk's  table  and  the  tame  b«i^ 
■gain  read,  in  the  words  following,  to  wit : 

Bi  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  ftoiue  of  JUtre- 
tentativet  of  Iht  Uriited  Statet  in  Congrat  autmlUd, 
That  Ibe  proper  aenounting  offieen  be,  and  they  here- 
by are,  autkoriiad  and  directed  to  Kqtladate  and  aatde 
.^--    .... tk»Vtail    -' 


WlHkm  Baton,  late  Roaaal  at  Tonii,  npo«  jant  and 
•quitaM*  piinaplet,  tindee  (he  direetiM  of  the  Baei» 
taiy  of  Slate."  ■ 

A  motion  mu  made  by  Mr.  John  Randolph, 
and  the  question  being  put,  to  amend  the  said  bill, 
by  striking  oat,  at  the  end  thereof,  the  words  "un- 
der the  direetioa  of  the  Secretary  of  State  i'*  ft 
paued  in  the  negntiTe~yeas  48,  nays  46,  as  firi- 

Yaia — Evan  Alexander,  Willit  Alaton,  jnn.,  Da^d 
Bard,  Bnrwell  Basaett,  George  M.  Bedinger,  Thomaa 
Bloont,  Robert  Brown,  George  W.  Campbell,  Levi 
Oaac7,  John  Claftome,  Ghriatophei  Cluk,  Jo«e[di 
Clay,  Matthew  CUy,  John  Cloplon,  Frederick  OoitTad, 
LaonanI  Covtegton,  Peler  Eai^  Jamea  M.  Gamett, 
BdwB  Gray,  JMm  O.  JaiAaan,  Wdtet  Jonea,  Micbael 
Lcab,  Bebart  Marias,  JoaM  Maaten,  Thowaa  Maom, 
John  Homnr,  Ra«et  Nebon,  Tbanai  JfeVton,  imuea, 
Jobo  Ftwk,  Jokn  Bandolph,  Mm  BeaofPenaylvaBla, 


David  B.  WiUiwM,  ItichMTd  Winn,  Ud  Jowph  Wt«- 

NjTSK-Itaac  Anderson.  Ja*e[A  Barker,  Sibt  Bel- 
Ian,  Bamabts  Bidwell,  John  Blake,  junior,  John 
Chandler,  Jacob  Crowninahield,  Ridiard  Cutti,  Sam- 
uel W.  Dana,  Ezra  Darby,  John  Davenport,  jr.,  Jamea 
ElUot,  Ebeneier  Elmer,  WQliam  Ely,  WUliam  Find- 
ley,  James  Fiik,  John  Fowler,  Andrew  Gregg,  Isaiah 
L.  Green,  Selh  Haatinga,  David  Holmes,  DsviJ  Rough, 
Joaepb  Lewis,  jr.,  Matthew  Lyon,  Wilham  McCreery, 
Nicholas  R.  Moore,  Jeremiah  Monow,  Jonilhsji  O. 
Meeely,  Jeremiah  Nelsos,  GMeon  Olm,  Timothy  Fit- 
Un.jr.,  Joalah  Qnbaey,  Thomas  M.  Randolph,  John 
Rhea  af  Tennaaaee,  Jobn  Raaaril,  Jamea  Sloan,  John 
Bnith,  Joaepfa  BtaaitKi,  BKnaat   Taggart,  Benjaain 
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Ordered,  That  the  said  bill  be  engrossed,  and 
read  the  third  time  on  Mondar  next. 

UoRDAY,  April  31. 

The  bill,  sent  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "Ad  act 
for  the  temporary  relief  of  Haiaet  Can  mall  i," 
ms  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Committee 
of  the  whole  House  to-daj. 

Ad  engrossed  bill  aiitfaorizin?  the  settlement  of 
accounts  between  the  United  States  and  William 
Eaton,  was  read  the  third  time. 

Ordertd,  That  the  said  bill  do  lie  on  the  table. 

The  Spbakbr  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  War,  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  and  Cemptrdler  of  the  Treasury,  Com- 
mistioners  under  the  act,  entitled  "An  act  for  the 
relief  of  the  refugee*  from  the  British  provinces 
of  Canada  and  IVoTa  Scotia,"  passed  the  seventh 
of  April,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  niuety- 
eight,  ooveiing  a  list  of  names  of  claioiaats  to 
land  under  the  said  act ;  whieh  waa  read,  and  or- 
dered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ments pf oposed  by  the  Senate  to  the  bilL  entitled 
"An  act  10  provide  for  the  adjuatmeni  of  titles  to 
land  in  the  Territory  of  Michigan,  and  focother 
purposes;"  and  the  same  being  severally  twice 
read  at  the  Clerk's  table,  were,  on  tfa 
put  thereapOD,  agreed  to  by  the  House. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole  on  the  bill  sent  from  the 
Senate,  entitled  "An  act  suppIemeDiary  to  ihe 
act,  entitled  "An  act  for  ascertainiug  and  adjust- 
ing  the  titles  to  laud  within  Ihe  Territory  of  Or- 
leans, and  the  District  of  Louisiana."  The  hill 
was  r^rled  with  an  amendment  thereto }  which 
Tvaa  twice  read,  and  agreed  to  by  the  House.  The 
btlL  as  amended,  was  then  read  the  third  lime, 
and  passed. 

A  message  from  Ihe  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  repealing  the  aata  laying  duties  on  salt,  and 
ooatiDttinff  in  force,  for  a  further  time,  the  first 
seelion  oTtbe  act,  entitled  'An  act  fnrther  to  pro- 
wct  the  Qommeree  and  seamen  of  the  United 
Slates  against  the'Barbnry  Powers,"  with  an 
amendment;  to  which  thay  desire  the  concur- 
rence of  this  Honse.  The  Senate  have  also  pass- 
ed the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  refpecting  claims  to 
lands  in  the  Indiana  Territory  and  State  of  Ohio/' 
with  an  amendment;  to  which  they  desire  the 
concurrence  of  this  House;  and  the  bill,  entitled 
"An  act  in  addition  to  an  act,  entitled  'An  act 
supptementarr  to  fhe  act  providing  for  a  Naval 
Peace  Establishment,  and  for  other  purposes," 
with  an  amendment;  to  which  they  desire  the 
concurrence  of  this  House. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Commillea  of 
the  Whole  on  the  amendment  propotad  by  Ihe 
Senate  to  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  fortifying 
tha  porta  and  hatbon  of  tk«  Uoitml  Suta,  and 


lade,  the  Heuse  proceeded  to  consider  the  said 
neadmeiit,  and  Ihe  same  being  again  twice  read 
i  the  Clerk's  table,  was  agreed  to  by  the  Honse. 
The  House  proceeded  io  consider  theamend- 
lents  proposed  by  the  Senate  to  the  bill,  entitled 
'An  act  m  addition  to  an  act,  entitled  'Ao  act 


south  of  the  Slate  of  Tennessee;"  and  ihesam* 
being  twice  read  at  the  Clerk's  table,  were,  on  the 
quesiifHi  severally  put  thereupon,  agreed  to  by  ihe 

.  The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ment proposed  by  the  Senate  to  the  bill,  entitled 
''An  act  in  addition  to  an  act,  entitled  'An  act 
supidementary  to  the  act  providing  for  a  Naval 
Peace  Establishment,  and  for  other  purposes:* 
Whereupon, 

Reiolved.  That  ihir  House  do  disagree  to  the 
said  amenument;  Retolved,  Thai  this  House  do 
insist  OD  their  said  disagreement;  that  a  confer- 
ence be  desired  wiib  the  Senate  on  the  strinect- 
matter  of  the  said  amendment;  and  that  Mr.  Smi- 
UB,  Mr.  D.  R.  Williams,  and  Mr.  Earlt,  be 
appointed  managers  at  the  said  conference  on  tha 
part  of  this  House. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  HoiHe 
that  the  Senate  have  agreed  10  the  conference 
desired  by  this  House  on  the  subject-matter  of 
the  amendment  depending  between  the  two 
Houses  to  the  bill,  entitled  ''An  act  repealins  the 
acts  laying  duties  on  salt,  and  continuing  io  force, 
for  a  further  time,  the  first  section  of  the  act,  enti- 
tled 'An  act  fnrther  to  protect  the  commerce  and 
seamen  of  the  Uuiled  States  against  the  Barbary 
Powen,"  and  have  appointed  manager*  at  tH 
mme  on  their  part. 

FAf  OF  WITNESSEa. 

Mr  JoHtt  Randolph,  from  the  committee  ap- 
pointed on  the  part  of  Ihis  House,  to  attend  acon- 
ference  with  the  Senate  on  Ihe  subject-matter  of 
the  amendments  depending  between  the  two 
Houses  to  the  bill  sent  from  the  Senate,  enlilled 
"An  act  making  provision  for  the  compensation  of 
witnesses  who  attended  the  trial  of  the  impeach- 
ment of  Samuel  Chase,"  reported  ibat  the  con- 
ferees on  the  part  of  this  House  had  met  the  con- 
ferees on  the  part  of  Ihe  Senate,  but  had  come  to 
no  agreemetit  thereupon. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  said  re- 
port :  Whereupon,  a  moiioo  was  made,  and  the 
question  being  pul,  that  this  House  doth  adhere  to 
its  amendment  to  the  said  bill,  disagreed  lu  by  ihn 
Senate,  it  passed  in  the  negative — yeas  39,  nays 
42,  as  follows: 

YiAs — Evan  Aleisndei,  Issm  Andenon,  David 
Bard,  Bnnvell  Basaett,  George  M.  BwlinEar,  Jota 
BUe.jr.,  Rsbert  Brawn. PrminickCaDTad,  Esn  Dariiy, 
Ebeneser  Ehner,  John  W.  Bppes,  William  YaMej, 
Janes  M.  Gamett,  Edwin  Gray,  Andrew  Oregg,  Jnisk 
L.  Oram,  JtAn  Hamihoa,  David  Holmes.  Hichad  Labi 
Patrick  MagTDdei,  Josish  Hasten,  Nicholas  R.  Haora, 
Thomas  Hewe,  JereaMh  Menon,  John  Mon«w,  QM' 
•MB«lin,  JokB  Fugh,  John  Baudeiili,  John  iOwaflf 
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Tannenee,  Tbomu  Buanioni,  ThMaw  Buidfcid,  Jobn 
Smilie,  H«nrj  Sovthtrd,  Philip  R-  Tbratip«D,  Abimm 
Tiigg,  Jaha  WhitehiU,  Robert  WUtehiU,  Band  R 
Wil^uni,  mud  Jaa«pli  Wimtm. 

N^TB— Willi!  Abton,  jr.,  BubbIwi  Bidwall,  Chrii- 
tophcr  Cluk,  JoliD  CloptoQ,  Itedb  Cronnimlueld, 
Bicbaid  Cutt^  SuDuel  W.  Dan*,  John  DaTenport,  jr., 
John  Dawum,  Peter  Early,  Junw  Elliot,  Caleb  GIlia, 
WUUaiD  El?,  June*  Fiak,  Jobn  Fonlei,  David  Bangh, 
WBlKitJon»,Jo»«phLewi»,jr.,MatlhewLjoil,  Robert 
Maiion,  William  McCreeiy,  Jonathan  O.  Mo«e1y,  Gur- 
doa  S.Mumlbrd,  Jeremiah  Netaon,  Timothy  Pitkin,  jr., 
Joai^  Quincy,  Thomai  M.  Randolph,  Juhn  RubhII, 
Peter  Sailly,  Martin  G.  Schuneman,  James  Slean,  John 
Smith,  Samnel  Taggut,  Benjamin  Tallmadgc.  Stmoel 
Tennej,  David  Thomai,  Thomaa  W.  ThoiapK>n,  Uri 
Tracy,  Killian  K.  Van  RenaMlasr,  JoMph  B.  Vamnin, 
Peleg  WadKWOTth,  and  Nathan  Williomi. 

AoDther  motioD  was  then  made,  and.  (he  ques- 
tion being  pin,  that  thla  House  doih  recede  ft"  - 
icDOmeDis  10  the  b'"  ' 
-feas  42,  nays  39, 

Tiaa-.-Willi>  Alaton,  jr.,  Baraabaa  Bidwelt,  Chri»- 
toriiBr  Clark,  John  Clapton,  Jacob  Crowninahield, 
Rtcbaid  Cutia,  Samuel  W.  Dana,  John  DaTcnpart,  jr., 
John  UawBoa,  Peter  Early,  Jatnea  Elliot,  Caleb  ElKa, 
'William  Ely,  Jamei  Fiak,  John  Fowler,  David  Hough, 
"Waller  Jonea,  Joseph  Lewii,  jr.,  Matthew  Lyon,  Robert 
Marian,  William  McCreer^T,  Jonathen  0.  Moaely,  Gnr- 
donS.  Mamford.JeremiahNelaon,  Timothy  Pitkin,  jr.. 


Smith,  Samuel  Tmggart,  Benjnmin  Tallmadge,  Samael 
Tonney,  David  Thomu,  ThooiBa  W.  ThomHon,  Uri 
Tracy,  Kiltian  K.  Van  Rennelaer,'  Joaeph  B.  Vanmai, 
Peleg  Wadiwortil,  and  Nathan  Williaow. 

Nira—Iaaae  Andeiwin,  Bnrwefl  Baaaatt,  Geerga  H. 
Bedinger,  Jobs  Bkke,  jr.,  Robert  Brown,  Ftoderiok 
Conrad,  Etra  Darby,  Ebaneierra»«r,J^tii  W.Eppea, 
William  Pindiey,  Jamea  H.  6ai«Mt,  Edwin  Oraj,  An- 
dnew  Chegg,  Iwah  L.  Grwn,Jolua' Hamilton,  David 
Bolmaa,  Michael  Leib,  Patrick  Magrader,  Joaiah  Maa- 
tara,  Nicholaa  R.  Hoiore,  TbomM  Moore,  Jeremiah 
Monow.Jaiai  Irlorrow,  Qidaon  Olin,  John  Pl^^h,  John 
R«ndol[^  John  Rhea  of  Tenneaaae,  Thomaa  Sammona, 
Thomaa  Sandfoid,  Jobn  Smilie,  Henry  Southard,  Joa. 
Stanton,  Philip  R.  Thompaon,  Abram  Trigg,  John 
Whitehill,  Robert  Whitehill,  David  R.  Williams,  Rich- 
aid  Winn,  and  Joseph  Winston. 

CASE  OP  THE  LEANDER. 
Mr.  dntMCT  pretented  to  the  HoDse  two  ser«r*l 
memorials  of  Samuel' O.  Ogden.  and  of  Witliam 
B.  Smith,  of  the  city  of  New  York,  which  were 
received  and  read,  respectively  utaiing  that  they 
are  under  a  criminal  proaecotion,  now  depending 
in  the  Circuit  Goart  of  the  United  States  for  the 
dUtriet  of  New  York,  for  an  allegrd  ofience 
aninst  tile  laws  of  the  Uoited  Stales,  in  which, 
if  guilty,  they  haTC  been  led  into  error  oy  Che  con- 
dad  of  officers  of  the  Ei eculive  QoTernment,  who 
now  intend  to  bring  tjpon  the  memorialists  the 
peoaUiei  of  the  laws,  to  sacrifice  their  characters, 
fortimes,  and  liberty,  in  expiation  of  their  own  er- 
rors, or  to  deprecate  the  vengeance  of  foreign  Oov- 
enunents,  by  offering  the  memorialists  as  a  victim 
to  their  resentmeDi :  that  ihe^  hare  also  experi- 
enced great  oppiesuoa  and  iojutice  ia  tbe  maik- 


ner  of  condaeiieg  the  said  proeeenlton ;  and  pray- 
ing sQcb  relief  ilierein  as  loe  wisdom  of  Congress 
may  think  proper  lo  grant. 

The  memorials  haviikg  been  read, 

Mr.  LTOMmoved.tbat  the  petitioueta  bare  leave 
to  withdraw  their  petitiuas. 

Mr.  N.  Wii.LtAiis  said  that  it  appeared  to  him 
that  the  tendency  of  these  memorials  was,  by  ob- 
taining the  sanction  of  the  House  to  their  eon- 
tents,  lo  throw  the  blame  and  censare  on  the  prose- 
eutora.  It  appeared  to  him  proper  to  arreat  such 
a  tiiodej>f  proceeding,  especially  while,  the  busi- 
ness to  which  the  memorials  releired  was  tub  jit- 
dice.  Ther  contained  aocuxaiion*  against  the 
judge,  who  bimself  was  under  a  prosecution.  He 
did  not  See  the  object  of  the  petitions,  unless  it 
was  to  excite  a  clamor  and  indigaation  -against 
the  court.  It  was  improper  that  they  should  be 
sanctioned  by  being  printed  under  the  direciion 
of  this  House,  while  the  cause  w«s  depending, 
and  it  was  unknown  whether  the  court  had  acted 
pnjperly  or  improperly.  Suppose,  previously  to 
these  trials  coming  on,  a  censure  should  be  out 
on  the  court;  would  not  thi«  be  a  norel  kind  of 
proceeding — would  it  not  be  wresting  ju^ee  from 
Its  due  course,  and  be  degrading  to  the  Legisla- 
ture? Such. a  procedure  would  likewise  be  dan- 
gerous to  the  piiocipleB  of  justice.  Shall  we  pei- 
mit  a  person  under  Hccoaaiion  to  prefer  a  charge 
against  the  tribunal  before  whom  he  i*  siimmoQed 
to  appear?  Suppose  we  declare  the  court,  and 
not  the  criminal  ^uiUy,*haU  we  not  thereby  proe- 
trate  every  principle  of  justice,  and  set  a  prece- 
dent never  known  in  any  country,  as  daRgeroiu 
to  the  liberty  of  the  sut^ec^  as  violative  of  the 
Constitution  3  In  my  opinion  the  Legislature 
ought  not  in  this  stage  of  the  business  to  lotefere. 
Such  interference  will  be  premature.    If  hereaf- 


an  inquiry  into  the  conduct  of  the  pcoaeeutor  and 
the  court;  but  before  that,  such  an  inquiry  will 
be  premature,  and  will  be  a  prejudging  of  ihecaae. 
From  the  moaent  I  heard  these  petitions  read, 
they  struck  me  as  being  of  a  moat  dangerous  ten- 
dency. If  at  all  sanctioned  by  this  House,  they 
will  tend  to  incense  not  only  the  country  against 
the  Admiuistraiion,  but  against  the  tribunals  (if 
justice.  We  find  it  asserted  in  ihem,  that  the 
Administration,  and  particul&rlv  the  Secretary  of 
State,  bad  a  full  knowledge  of  all  the  transaeupna 
connected  with  the  fitting  out  the  Leander.  This 
charge  has  been  already  made  in  the  newmnpers — ■ 
it  has  gone  abroad,  and  been  contradicted }  and  I 
do  not  heeilate  to  declare  in  my  place  that  the  ac- 
cusation is  false,  that  it  is  a  calumo];,  that  there 
is  not  a  word  in  the  petition  charging  the  Ad- 
ministration with  this  fact  that  is  founded  in  trutb. 
I  think  the  proper  course  is  for  the  petitioners  to 
have  leave  10  withdraw  (heir  petitions.  Noi  that 
lam  foradenial  of  justice.  If  the  petitioners  iaiL 
in  their  application  for  justice  to  the  court,  it  will 
then  be  lime  enough  fur  us  lo  iDterfere.  Indeed 
it  is  a  thing  unheard-of  in  this  nation,  while  the 
accused  are  under  prosecution,  that  they  should 
be  suffered  tocome  forward  to  the  House  ofUcp- 
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>■  with  charge*  BgiiasltbeooanaBd  the 
Government.  The  inerDOrialisls  not  OBljr  charge 
the  Gorerament,  but  (he  magistrates,  with  corrupt 
motires.  Shall  we  pertoit  the  Qoveianent  to  be 
thus  treated,  aod  the  Irlbunala  of  justice  to  be  ihi 
caluniiuBled;  and  gire  a  MDCtion  lo  the, char gi 
bf  printjog  a  paper  that  coQiains  ihem'J  I  hope 
we' shall  ^re  virtue  and  firmaeu  enough  to  re- 
sist sDch  «  procedure.  I  think  we  haVe  gone  far 
enoDgh  .in  paiieutly  littening  to  petitions  which 
have  no  legal  object  in  TieW,  which  not  only 
charge' tbel>epertaieDts  of  the  Eiacntira  QoV' 
einment  with  itupioper  view*,  but  which  aontain 
accasaiKHii  against  the  iribiinala  of  ju^iee ;  whai 
scarcely  nerii  to  be  called  accusations — but  base 
ealomDJes.  The  maaaer  too  ia  which  these  me- 
morlals  have  been  presented  is  most  enraordi- 
nary.  In  point  of  lirne,  Ibis  being  the  last  day  of 
the  session,  it  must  -have  been  known  that  it  was 
oat  of  our  power  to  investigate  their  oontent).  Ii 
is  alio  very  unfortunate,  when  the  citizens  of  New 
Yofk  are  so  ably  renresented  on  this  floor  that 
liK  petitioners  bare  been  obliged  to  travel  to  Bos- 
loo,  in  order  toobuin  a  gentleman  to  present  thejr 
memorials.  For  these  reasons,  I  shall  vote  de- 
cidedly against  the  printing. 
'  Mr.  Qdircy  said  that  the  observations  which 
Wert  made  were  such  as  might  hava  been  expected 
to  be  offered,  had  it  been  propoaed  to  go  '" 
an  inquiry  mi  these  memorials.  Idonotsftv,  said 
Mr.  ft.j  that  (be  informaiion  contained  id  tae  pe- 
titions IS  true.  All  1  say  ia,  that  as  a  high  officer 
of  the  Government  is  implicated,  justice  requires 
that  an  inquiry  at  some  time  should  take  place. 
I  do  not  say  that  it  ought  now  to  take  place.    The 

Juestioc  at  present  is,  whether  this  information 
laJI  rest  on  our  tables.  Qentleman  say  no-r-throw 
it  off.  But  Isayinouire;  because  I  believe,  when 
an  czaminatioo  shall  be  made,  a  part  of  the  state- 
ment  at  least  will  be  found  lo  cum  out  correct. 
It  is  said  that  the  memoriahsts  are  under  accusa- 
tion ;  but  have  ihey  not  therefore,  a  right  to  peti- 
tion this  House?  But  so  far  aa  retatei  to  the  judge, 
thne  is  only  an  information  by  the  Grand  Jury, 
not  a  prosacation.  Whoever  heard  of  a  man  ao- 
coaed  before  himself?  Oentlemen  may  throw 
these  petitions  uader  the  table,  bat,  if  they  do  so, 
they  will  do  a  great  disrespect  to  the  HoMe.  My 
only  object  is  tnat  an  in^iry  thould  be  Buule  at 
a  convenient  season  inlo  the  facts  aliased  in  these 
petitions.  The  information  conCaiDeain  aome  of 
those  statements  is  eonoboraicd  tw  inforaiation 
known  to  pome  gentlemen  on  (his  floor— that  the 
Executive  bad  been  advised  oi  the  fitting  out  oi 
the  Leander  time  enough  to  have  prevented  her 
sailing.  By  throwing  these  petitions  under  the 
table  geDllemen  will  show  that  they  are  not  di»- 
posed  to  itiresti^e  these  facts. 

Mr.  SxtLiB  belierbd  the  House  w«re  to  blame 
in  permiiiinK  these  petitions  to  be  ptesented.  I( 
was  a  rule  o?  the  House  that  every  member  pre- 
senting a  petition  should  first  generally  state  its 
contents.  The  member  who  presented  these  pe- 
tit ions,  having  made  this  Matement,  I  think  the 
House  ought  not  to  have  permitted  them  to  have 
heea  read.    I  will  call  to  the  reerileciioa  of  gea- 


tlemen  ■  itaisHtMa  wliioh  took  pUee  two  |rean 
mga.  A.  petition  was  then  presented  from  cettain 
aliras  in  Fenoaylvania  and  New  Yock ;  and  be- 
cause tbey  reflected  on  a  loruer  AdtoinistiaiiML 
the  Hotise  would  aot  heai  them.  I  never  did,nid 
Mr.  8.,  witness  snch  an  attempt  as  this ;  and  eouU 
sneh  attemptsbesuatBiaed,  they  would  anbveftall 
government  whatever.  Shall  a  person  aecvsed  of 
a  crime,  while  bis  trial  is  denendins,  btiag  for- 
ward complaints  against  his  judges  7  If  so,  we 
iiave  no  r^ular  government.  This  is  lurnJDg  the 
House  of  ttepreseniaiives  into  a  jndiciary  body, 
and  authorizing  them  to  wrest  all  other  busineta 
from  the  tribunals  of  justice. 

Mr.  Alston. — I  would  not  rise,  but  for  the  «- 
traoidinary  declaration  of  the  gentleman  from 
Massachusetts,  who  says  members  of  the  Hoose 
knew  that  the  President  was  possessed  of  knoi^ 
ledge  of  the  Leandcr's  sailing,  time  enough  to  have 
prevented  it.  He  says  be  knew  it.  If  so,  this 
sufficiently  accounts  for  th^  coarse  pow  propoaed 
to  be  takun.  If  (he  fitting  out  and  the  destinatioa 
of  (he  Leander  were  known  to  any  mcimber  of 
this  House,  I  pronounce  that  member  eqaally 
criminal  with  (be  Secretary  of  State  or  the  Piw 
dent.  For  my  part  I  had  heard  a  gentlemen  of  re- 
spectability from  NewTork  say,  though  somepeo- 
Ele  were  prepared  for  the  sailing  of  tne  Leander, 
e  did  not  think  twenty  men  in  riew  York  kaew 
the  place  of  het  destination.  As  to  the  coarse 
pnisued  by  the  House,  it  is  perfectly  immaterial 
to  ue,  whether  the  petitions  he  on  the  table,  or  are 
returned  to  thote  from  whom  they  came — my  only 
wish  is,  that  we  do  not  sanction  ■  thinf  of  Uus 
kihd  without  knowing  more  about  it. 

Hr.  JAOKaoH.— The  gentleman  frooi  Maasa- 
chusetli  haa  told  us  of  iBforDmlion  possessed  la 
this  House  of  a  bbmi  exiraordiwuf  iMlU[e--eer- 
tainly  the  most  extraoadihavy  ia  ib«  aao^  of  ju- 
rivprudence}  that  GoTetomeathad  a  lcB«wi«^(e 
of  this  case,  and  th'at  they  are  efiaid  to  traat  tfie 
decision  of  a  jttry  of  tbeir  oouatry.  This  it  mtMa 
extraordinary  indeed.  {N)r  my  part,  I  regret  that 
the  rentleman  from  Mltsntchuselts  bad  so  &r  fiv- 
got  liis  own  dignity,  and  the  duty  he  owes  his 
country,  as  to  have  permitted  ^imself  to  hare  be- 
cjjme  tne  organ  of  these  charges.  He  has  told  ue 
will  discredit  ourselves  by  rejecting  these  peti- 


Bui  permit  aie  to  say  he  haa  aueafhr  n 
ited  himself  hy  pres^Ling  them.    The  . 
titioners  say  this  expedition  has  mcoived  the  a^ 


iouragement  of  the  OovarnneB^ 
and  the  gentleman  safs  this  is  koowB  to  dte 
House.  1  pronounce  thia  fake.  I  say  it  is  a  base 
calumny,  of  which  the  geniletoaa  hai  nuule  hitu- 
self  the  or^Q)  and  in  sayiqg  to,  I  hold  mjadf 
responsible  in  any  place  the  gentleman  please*. 

Mr.  AutNcv.— I  deemed  it  my  duty  lo  present 
a  petition  handed  to  me,  let  it  come  from  what 
quarter  it  might— and  in  this  instance  before  I 
presented  these  memorials  I  made  a  correct  state- 
ment of  all  their  contents,  which  the  EJouse  heard, 
and  having  heard,  received  tbem.  As  to  the 
harsh  things  which  have  been  uttered  by  the  gen- 
tleman ftoifi  Virginia  it  is  not  in  bb  poarer  to 
hurt  my  reputation.    I  said  some  infotmaiion, 
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stated  in  tlieinenoillFi,  wtas  correct.  I  Mf  so 
DOW.  But  did  I  my  lh«  wtole  infbratatian  god- 
tained  in  them,  with  the  eoloriDg,  was  truef 
Oenilemn  wilt  bear  ma  wilnera  that  1  said  I  did 
irot  Miave  the  factf  eoold  be  proved  ;  bnt  tbat 
there  was  gronod  enoDirh  to  jattiff  the  goi'aa  hiio 
an  inquiry.  Now,  a»  id  the  itribmnrioa  auaded 
to:  I  raoaired  BD  idfonaailoD  infaelf  ftom  New 
Talk — tbe  InfeRnatian  o&iqb  ta  a.gentleoHni  on 
dih  floor.  Wai  It  for  me  to  bribg'ttiif  infariaa> 
lion  beroKihe  Honsef  Oibercentlemen  had  the 
■•me  informatioD.  I  ban  »td  these  things  as  h- 
rfeaioD  for  pot  beiDe  too  precijriiate.  Sacb  coo- 
duct  will  look  as  if  we  were  infiaeiiced  br  im- 
proper motives.  In  what  I  have  said,  I  by  do 
neaos  mean  to  give  a  sanction  to  the  meiqanals. 

Mr.McHPOSD.— On  the  Rrel  orPebruary  I  appli- 
to  the  Collector  of  Ne'w  York.  E(e  declared  lie 
did  not  know  the  real  destinaiioa  of  ibe  Leaoder 
— she  had  cleared  out  for  Jaemel. .  The  2(1  Feb- 
loarf ,  the  Leander  tailed  from  the  watering  place 
at  Staten  bland.  Her  destinatioa  was  the  cam- 
mon  aubjeet  of  coRrenuion.  Some  aoppoaed  it 
WBa(ooDe|dae%anlMMetoattMherj  bulitwM 
aeoenUr  cbnjeotaitd  to  be  a  Britiab  expedition. 
Icwu  common  eoanmtion  that  Miran^  had 
brcMghi  with  Mb  a  credit  o&  Qreat  Brftain,  asd 
2  have  sinoe  beea-infi>nnH  he  drew  a  bill  on  one 
of  Ibe  late  Bririih  Adrainistraiion.  Shortly  after, 
I  heard  of  theprowcution,  but  I  never  ifaiaffined. 
the  Admlninration  had  anything  to  do  with  the 
eatpedition. 

Mr.  duiTfcY  said;  iQ  the  remarks  he  had  offered, 
be  had  only  meant  to  say  that  there  had  been  an 
extraordinary  equiprnent  and  arininji  tn  the  har- 
bor of  New  York.  He  did  not  iti^an  to  pledge 
irimself  as  to  the  Vnowle<%e  of  the  desiinaiion, 
or  to  Ihe  other  fact,  whether  Hi^re  was  time  for 
the  Adminisiratioa  to  have  prevented  it. 

Mr.  J*CK80».— The  Benileman  did  eay  So. 

Mr.  QuiHCT. — Soctls  my  impression  at  pres- 
em,  bu  1  am  not  enttla  of  it.  Since  I  ro«e,  I 
h«ve  uoAemood  that  after  this  information  was 
receired,  an  aitenpl  Was  made  by  the  Ezecniive 
tostop  the  vesaeL  In  making  tbe  remarki  I  have 
oflered,  1  did  not  mean  to  criminate  (he  Adnainis- 
tMtkm.  If  Hry  words  bote  snch  a  meaning,  I 
wltiidniw  ihem.    Soch  Was  not  my  intention. 

Mr.  BiDWiLL  said,  the  neniDrnls  referred  to 
two  iDbjects.  On  tbe  first,  the  memorialists  sitm 
fliM  th«y  hiire  been  indicKd  tbr  an  ofienee,  ^d 
reprfWint'eeTtaln  fccts^  which  they  say  are  in  thfefr 
fiiTor;  thiey  say  the  indicltnent  is  depending— thie 
Is  b^ging  the  case.  That  while  these  facts  re- 
main 10  be  triad  ^fore  a  tribunal  of  justice,  where 
the  whole  benefit  of  evidence  may  be  made  use  of 
either  in  jusilGcatioa  01  destraciionof  the  charges, 
that  the  memerialists  should  resort  to  a  petition 
of  this  nature  an  tha  last  day  of  tbe  aesslon,  is 
Doat  eitnordiaaryj  ud  for  the  Bouse  to  under- 
take le  decide  a  question  aow  pending  before  a 
eotift  and  jtuy,  bef(»«  whom  aby  wicaessei  may 
be  ■ummoned,  woaltt  be  still  eadrc  extraordinary. 
The  adiar  eubjeet  relate*  to  the  cei)4iict  of  the 
jadae  inUiia  partieelar  caae.  If,  when  this  ease 
shaft  b*  Mhinmlr  4«ilded,  the  meiootkUsu  ihal) 
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think  themsel res  ifgriered,  it  will  be  time  enmgk 
to  eome  forward  with  tbeir  eompltnit. 

Mr.  Baklt, — The  msmoriali  have  been  pre- 
sented at  a  time  Mod  mder  etreumstanees  so  ex- 
traordinatr.  as,  in  my  opintoo,  to  call  fbr,  at  the 
hand*  of  this  House,  something  nwre  ttaia  is  eon- 
lained  in  the  motion  of  the  gentleman  from  Hen- 
tBeby.  These  p«ealiarttiei  of  lime  and  eiremi- 
stanfle  bare  been  already  nbtiaed  by  different  gen- 
tlemen, and  are  of  a  oattrre  so  strikinK,  that  tliey 
cannot  escape  the  Btienlion  of  any;  i  shall  km^ 
iherefore,  detain  the  House  with  any  argtrmeni^ 
at  with  a  detail  of  theiA.  1  rise  for  the  purposB 
of  offering  m  resolution  wbleh  1  think  the  oeeasioa 
calb  for,  and  fn  farer  of  which  I  hope  the  gentle- 
man from  Kentucky  will. withdraw  hit  motion. 

Mr.  Early  then  offered'  the  following  resolu- 
tion: 

Suokti,  That  the  chargea  eontaioed  in  the  mtxaa- 
risli  of  8.  G.  Ogaen  and  WilEam  Smith  sre,  In  the 
ojunion  of  thi*  Roiue,  nnsapportcd  b;  any  evidence 
which,  in  the'leut  degree,  criminstes  Ihe  ETecntirB 
government  of  this  ctmntry; — that  the  said  memonsli 
appear  to  have  been  preHnted  si  a  tinle  and  under 
arcumManoes  insidioastr  cslcnialed  to  eidle  anjDst 
•wpicionn^n  (he  minds  it  the  ^ood  ^teople  of  this  na- 
tion igauit  Sit  exiMing  Admmutration  of  die  fieneral 
Qorernmml,  and  that  it  weuhl  be  tagbly  inunopsr  in 
tfcw  He«n  to  t^te  uj  etep  Whiefa  D^gbl  iaAnme  or 
pr^udiM  ■  cauae  aow  Aapending-  in  a  legal  tribunal  «f 
the  United  States  Therafcre,  Jtwfcwrf,  That  theeeH 
memorials  be  by  tbe  Clerk  of  this  Huua  ntaroed  to 
(hose  tiora  whom  the;  cuue. 

Jifr.  LvoN  withdrew  bis  motion. 

Kfr.  ClaAK  said  this  resolution  war  susceptible 
of  ditieion.  He  had  no  objection  to  the  latter 
pari'of  it,  but  he  did  not  wish  to  give  a  hasty  de- 
cision on  the  former,  as  he  was  not  aequainted 
with  all  tbe  circnmstatfces  referred  to.  He  would 
therefore  more  to  strike  out  the  first  part  of  th,e 
tcsolmien. 

iSr.  Smtii.— Weare  now  to  gire  a  t*te  wlie- 
ther  lliese  charges  are  trae  or  not.  Btiierlng 
them  te  be  Mir«e,i  AaM  *Me  against  the  tatt- 
(ion  to  strike  oul 

Mr.  Gl'abk. — I  do  not  belieSre  that  tliey  Kt  true. 
Bai  it  ia  not  proper  te-etrndAnn  a  cause  Bnlieard. 
These  men  think-  theimelres  ag^iered ;  they  set 
forth  cett»n  charges,  and  we  at  onice  gire  our 
opinlnr  that  they  are  fclse.  I  ean  nerer  Kgree  le 
this  course. 

'Mr.  Djina.— These  memorials  contain  a  stMe- 
toent  of  certain  facte  in  tbe  naitire  of  al1eg«iona 
against  certain  officers  in  this  Oovemment.  Wheo- 
eTer  altegatlans  of  this  kind  are  made,  soch  lan- 
guage Dt^t  to  be  used  as  is  best  adapted  to  eon- 
vey  the  ideas  of  the  petitioners.  These  mcm»- 
rials  Contain  two  thin^.  In  tbefirst  place,  tber 
charge  the  EreoatiTe  of  the  United  States  with 
a  participation  in  Miranda's  expedition.  As  to 
this  cbaive,  I  am  fully  Eensible  of  the  impropriety 
of  the  House  interfering:.  Under  a  law  of  the 
United  BDates  thetquipment  of  a  vessel  against  a 
Power  with  which  we  are  at  peace,  is  nonsidered 
M  a  misdemeanor,  punished  by  fine  and  imprison- 
mcati  and  if  Qenoal  Miranda  misled  tfaaea  men 
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noder  &  belief  that  the  Freiideoi,  or  Secretary  of 
State,  did  couateoance — (bough  in  fact  tbef  did 
Doi— ^is  eulerpriae,  ibey  mar,  if  found  guillf  bf 
a  juiy,  Brail  ibemHlves  of  tiiiB  oireumXance,  in 
mitigation  of  their  fioe  and  imprlwDmetil.  It 
does  Dot  become  this  House,  by  Bay  declaralion, 
to  gire  an  opinion  on  this  point,  either  one  way 
or  another.  On  the  other  point,  relaii re  (o  the 
conduct  of  the  judge,  I  am  Dot  so  Mtisded  rela- 
tire  10  the  coarse  to  be  pursued.  Is  not  everf 
man  accosed  entitied  to  a  fair  trial?  And  if  the 
chaigea  are  true,  and  the  man  guilty,  and  yet  the 
judge  hat  erred,  he  has  abused  his  authority.  I 
vJlT  not  say  perretsel)^,  but  he  baa  not  pursued 
the  usual  course  of  administering  criminal  justice. 
As  to  this  part  of  the  memorial,  therefore,  I  am 
willing  it  should  lie  on  the  table ;  while  I  am  per- 
fectly ready  as  to  that  part  which  respects  the 
Executire,  to  reject  it. 

Mr.  Alexander.— I  wish  to  be  informed  of  the 
correctness  of  my  impression,  that  the  morer  of 
the  memorial  prared  it  should  be  printed.  Before 
the  House  give  tneir  consent  to  poblisb  such  a 
Toluminous  pieoe  of  calumny,  I  should  be  glad  to 
hear  some  reason  assigned  for  it.  At-Grsl  blush, 
aa  has  beea  represented  by  the  gentleonii  fiom 
New  York,  this  appears  lo  be  bd  unjust  and  ub- 
candid  attempt  to  ootaia  the  interference  of  this 
House.  I  should  be  s^ad  'gentlemen  would  ahow 
ns  any  ease  in  which  it  would  be  right  fot  this 
House  to  inierfeta  while  it  is  coram  fidicti 

Hr.  A.  concluded  witb  M^e&ting  a  modiflca- 
tion  of  the  AiotioD  of  Mr.  Eably,  wfateh  he  after- 
wards withdrew. 

Mr.  Ci^RE  likewise  withdrew  his  amendment. 
Mr.  Mabtebs. — It  is  the  first  time  I  erer  beard 
of  a  defendant  under  ao  iodictmeot  for  a-  public 
offence,  petitioniny  the  Representatives  of  thi 
people  10  interfere  and  arrest  him  from  publii. 
lastice.  It  is  a  kind  of  imputation  on  tbia  House. 
The  peiilioaer  is  accused  of  a  breach  of  the  law, 
and  IS  called  on  to  answer  that  accusatioa  before 
the  proper  forum.  It  does  not  belooe  to  this 
House  to  interfere  witti  thai  tribuDal.  The  Con- 
stitution has  set  apart  and  defined  the  different 
powers. 

The  memorialists  attem|»  to  criminate  the  Ad- 
ministrauon.  Th«  Admiaistration  is  boI  oD  trial 
before  this  House.  If  the  district  judge,  in  the 
cour«e  of  the  examination  and  trial,  acts  corrupt- 
ly, there  is  a  proper  lime  and  manner  of  bringing 
him  oonsiitotiooally  before  (bis  House.  We  ought 
Dot  locODDtenaoce  (he  defendant's  endeavors  to 
cast  an  odium  ou  the  court  before  whom  the  trial 
is  depending,  and  the  petiiion  ou^hl  to  be  dis- 
missed in  stronger  Iniiguage  than  la  expressed  '- 
the  resolution. 

Mr.  J.  Rahdolph  asked  for  a  dirisioD  of  the 
resolution  down  (o  the  word  "country,"  i^eceding 
the  first  daah. 

Mt.Ci,ARxsaid  he  really  felt  for  thedignitr  of  the 
House.  He  bad  no  hesitation  to  say  that  the  peti- 
tiionwas  unsupported  by  er^ence.  But  the  jour- 
nals would  show  that  ibis  was  not  the  Srsi  in- 
slaoce  that  simQar  petitions  had  been  ac(ed  upon. 
The  patiiioners  (hough(  tbemselres  izgured,  Utd 


light  to  call  for  Adreaa.    lo  oider  t&  get 

tid  of  thn  difficulty,  be  mored  the  preriooa  qoc*- 

tjon. ' 

Mr.  Jacebon  asked  (be  yea*  and  nays,  whiefa 

are  lakei  on  the  pre viona question,  "Shall  tke 

am  question  be  now  put,"  and  decided  jn  the 

affirmative — yeas  74,  nays  15,  as  follows: 

YiA) — Evsn  Aisiuider,  WiUis  Alston,  jnn.,  Isaac 
Ajulenon,  David  Bard,  Jose^  Barker,  BOiweU  Baa- 
sett,  Otarge  H.  BsdingST,  Birnsbu  BidwcA,  Jobn 
Bisks,  jun.,  Robert  Brawp.LeviCsaey;  John Chaadbr, 
John  (Jlubome,  Matthew  CUy,  Jtdin  ClopMo,  Pi«dar- 
ick  Conrftd,  Leonard  Covington,  Jacob  Ciowniaahield, 
Richard  CjiUa,  Ear*  Daiby,  Ellu  Eario,  PMar  Esriy. 
Jajnea  Elliot,  Ebeneiar  Elzoei,  WiUiam  Findlej,  Janes 
Fiak,  Jobn  Fowler,  James  M.  Gamett,  Andrew  Greg;^ 


John  Lunber^  Matdlew  Ljon,  Patrick  Masnida, 
Robert  Marion,  Josiah  Hasten,  WUIism  McCreery, 
Nicboiss  R.  Moors,  Thomas  Moore,  Jeremiafa  Mor- 
row, icbh  Marrow,  Gaidon  S.  MninJiird,  Thomu  New- 
ton, jnn.,  Gideon  Olin,  John  Pugh,  John  Randolpli, 
Thomas  M.  Kandolph,  John  Rea  of  Pemnyhaiua, 
John  Rbea  of  Ttsineasee,  John  BMselt,  Pater  SaiUy, 
ThomiB  Sandaird,  Martin  O.  fidmnemsm,  Jamea  Soaa, 
John  Smilie,  John  Smith,  Samnel  Smith,  Rem;  Sooth. 


son,  Uri,  Trac;,  Abram  Trifg,  Joaaph  1 

John  WhilflhiU,  Robert  Whilehill,  Darid  R.  WiUiaa^ 

Nathan  Williams,  and  Joseph  Winston. 

Nats— Silas  Betlon,  Chiiattfher  Clark,  Saiaael  W. 
Dans,  Caleb  EUis,  William  Elj,  lotpb  Lewia,  juk, 
Jonathan  O.  Mosetj,  Jeremiah  Nelson,  Timolhy  Pit- 
kin, jun.)  Josiah  Quincy,  Benjamin  TaUmadge,  Samml 
Tennej,  Thomas  W.  "Hiompwio,  Klllian  K.  7an  Rena- 
aelaer,  and  Peleg  Wsdsworih. 

And  then  the  main  question  being  stated,  "That 
the  House  do  agree  to  the  said  motion,"  a  divis- 
ion of  the  said  question  was  called  for:  Where- 
upon, the  first  meihber  thereof  being  again  read, 
in  the  words  following,  to  wit: 

"Bttolntd,  That  (be  dwrgaaomlaiaed  in  die  mama- 
rials  of  Samuel  O.  Ogden  and  of  William  B.  Bnidi, 
are,  in  the  opinion  of  this  Houas,  nnsapoorted  by  aaj 
sTideuee  which,  in  the  least  degree,  cnmmatea  the  £x- 
ecutivB  GoTemmeoC  of  this  country." 

The  question  was  t^ten  (hat  the  Hoom  do 
agree  to  (he  said  first  member  of  the  taio(ioD,Bad 
nsolred  in  the  affirmativ^-ryeaa  75,  uays  S,  u 
follows : 

TiAs — Evan  Alexander,  WilUa  Alston,  ion.,  Isaas 
Anderson,  David  Bard.  Joseph  Bariier,  Oeeq^  )L 
Bediager,  Barnabas  Bidwelt,  John  Blake,  Jan.,  Bahsit 
Brown,  Levi  Casev,  John  Chandler,  John  ClaimBC, 
Chmtapher  Clark,  HHttbew  Clay,  John  Cloptsn,  Fred- 
erick (3anrad,  Leonard  Covinftoii,  Jsoob  Crowiua- 
sMeld,  Richard  Cutts,  Ezra  Darbr,  Bliss  Esrlc,  Peta 
Early,  James  Elliott,  Ebeneier  Elmer,  William  Find- 
lef,  James  Fiak,  John  Fowler,  Jamts  M.  Oaniett,  Aa- 
dNw  Gregg,  Isaiah  L.  Green,  Sits  Ralaey,  John  Rua- 
iltoD,  David  Holnea,  David  Hon^,  John  G.  Jm^tm, 
Walter  Jones,  Jotei  Lambert,  Matthew  Lyon,  lUiek 
Manudec,  Robert  Marion,  WiUani  HeCreeiy^  NldM- 
la*  K.  Meore,  TboAas  Uoiore,  JeiemisJi  Monmr,  hha 
Morrow,  Gordon  S.  MumCwd,  Thomas  Newioa,  jmL, 
Gideon  Olm,  John  Pugh,  tiAti  Satdd|4h  nsmaa  M. 
Randolfdi,  Jelut  Bea  of  PaBujylvaBia,  Mh  Uwa  af 
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Moan,  Joba  Snulwiiohn  Bmith,  Samuel  Smith,  Henir 
Soutbsrd,  Joaa[^  Stuitou,  Daiid  Tliomaa,  Philip  R. 
ThonuMin,  Uii  Tim?.  Abnun  Triu,  JoMph  B,  Vai- 
num,  John  Whilelull,  Sobett  WhkcyO,  David  B.  Wil- 
liami,  Nathan  William,  Ricbaid  Winn,  and  Joaeph 
WinitoD. 

Nat*— BuTWflQ  BaiMtt,  SamD«l  W.  Dana,  Willjam 
Ely,  Joseph  Lewis,  jun.,  Jonathan  O.  MoBeljy  Jore- 
mub  Nelson,  Josiatk  (Ji^ey,  and  Gillian  K.  Van 
BcntaelasT. 

The  seaond  member  of  the  said  motloii  being 
again  read  in  tiie  words  rollswing,  to  wit : 

"That  Ihe  said  msmorials  ^ipeai  la  have  been  pre- 
aentod  at  a  time,  and  under  dicomatencei  insidiaiulj 
«alculsted  to  sicite  unjiut. suspicion  in  the  minds  of 
the  good  people  of  this  nadao,  sgaiost  the  eiitting 
Administration  of  (he  General  Govcinmenl." 

The  quealioD  was  taken  that  the  Hoose  do  agree 
to  the  said  second  membei  of  the  motion,  and  le- 
solred  in  the  affiimatire — yeas.  70,  nays  13,  u 
follows: 

YiA*—E*an  Alexander,  Willis  Alston,  Jan.,  baac 
Andantm,  Darid  Banl,  Joseph  Baifcar,  Butwell  Bw- 
■ett,  Oeoife  M.  Bsdinger,  Bamabu  Bidweli,  John 
Blake,  jnn.,  Robert  Bmwn,  Levi  Case;,  John  ChaQ- 
dlei,  John  Claibome,  HatUieir  Clay,  John  Clapton, 
Frederick  CoDiad,  Leonard  Covington,  Jacob  Ctowd- 
inahietd,  Kichard  Cutta,  Ezra  Darby,  Etiu  Earla,  Pe- 
ter Early,  Jamea  Elliat,  Ebeneier  Elmet,  William 
Findlev,  James  Fist,  Joirn  Fowteii  Andrew  Giegg, 
Isaiah  L.Qreen,  Silas  Halsey,  Joha  Hamlttoa,  Dayid 
Holmea,  John  O.  Jackson,  Walter  Jonea,  John  Lam- 
bert,  Matthew  LyoU,  Patrick  Magnider,  Robert  Ma- 
rion, Josiah  Masters,  William  McCreery,  Nicholas  R. 
Moore,  Thomas  Moore,  John  Morrow,  Otu-don  B. 
Mnmfim),  lliomas  Newton,  jun.,  Gideon  Olin,  John 
Pngh,  Tbomas  M.  Randolph,  John  Rea  of  PennnlTa- 
nia,  John  Shea  of  Tenneesea,  John  RdssbU,  Peter 
Sailty,  Thomaa  Bammooa,  ThomM  SandJoid,  Martin 
O.  EMkuaeman,  Jamea  Sloan,  John  Smiiie,  John  SmiUi, 
SaKnal  totlh,  Henry  Southaid,  Joaqih  Stanton,  Da- 
^od  Thomaa,  Uii  Tiacy,  Joeeph  B.  ValnDm.  John 
Whilehill,  Boben  Whil^lult,  David  R.  William*,  Na- 
tkau  Williams,  Sidiard  Winn,  and  Joe«|b  Wioaton. 

Nat>--Chri«tn^ec  Olnk,  Samnel  W.  Dana,  WU- 
Kaai  E^,  Jamea  A.  Gainett,  Joaeph  Lewie,  Jan.,  Jon- 
sAm  6.  MoBily,- Jeremiah  Nebon,  Timothy  Pitkin, 
>!&.,  JoetehQuiney,  John  Randolphj  Philip  R.  Thomp- 
•en,  Abtam  Trigg,  and  Kiltlan  K.  Van  RenseBlaer. 

-The  ihii4  member  of  the  said  motion  being 
•gain  read,  in  the  words  following,  lo  wit : 

' "  And  that  it  would  be  highly  improper  in  this  Hoose, 
to  take  any  step  which  might  influence  or  prejudice  a 
caose  now  dqiending  in  a  legal  tribunal  of  the  United 
Stataa." 

The  question  was  taken  that  the  House  do  agree 
to  aaid  third  member  of  the  motion,  aod  anan- 
iaaoHsIf  rteolred  in  the  affirmaiiTe,  by  yeas  and 
naf  a,  e*cry  metpber  present  roting  in  the  affirtn- 
■five,  lo  wit: 

Evan  Alexander,  WHlis  Alston,  jun.,  Isaac  Ander- 
aon,  David  Bard,  Joseph  Barker,  Burwell  Baasett, 
George  M.  Bedinger,  Bsniabaa  Bidweli,  John  Blake, 
jnn,,  Bobart  Brown,  Leri  Casey,  Jahn  Chandler,  John 
Clwbenw,  Ghhste^  Clark,  Matthew   Clay,  John 


Clophin,  Prederii^  Contad,  Leonard  Cavinfton,  Jacob 
Ciowninchield,  Richard  Cutta,  Samnel  W.  Dana.  Eira 
Darby,  Eliaa  Earle,  Peter  Early,  Jamee  Elliot,  Ebene< 
ler  Elmer,  William  Ely,  William  Findlay,  Jamea  FiA, 
John  Fowler,  James  M.  Garaott,  Andrew  Gren,  Isaiah 
L.  Green,  Silas  Halaey,  John  Hamilton,  DavidHoImee, 
John  G.  Jackson,  Walter  Jooei,  John  Lambert,  Joseph 
Lewis,  jun.,  Matthew  Lyon,  Patrick  Magmder,  Robert 
Marion,  Joaiah  Masters,  William  McCreery,  NichoUa 
R.  Moore,  Thomas  Moore,  John  Morrow,  JonatBan  O. 
Mosely,  Gnrdoo  B.  Mumlbrd,  Jeremiah  Nelson,  Thom- 
as Newton,  Jun.,  Gideon  Ohn,  Tunothy  Pitkin,  jun., 
,John  Pogh,  Joaiah  Qnincy,  John  Randolph,  John  Rea 
of  Pennsylvania,  Jolui  Rhea  of  I^nneesee,  John  Roa- 
sell,  Peter  Bailly;  Thomas  Saaunoas,  Tbomae  Sand- 
brd,  Martin  G.  Scknneman,  Jmua  Shwm,  Jobi  Sni- 
lie,  John  Smith,  Sanael  Smith,  Hemr  Southaid, 
Joaeph  Stanton,  Samoet  Temm,  David  Tliomaa, 
Philip  B.  Thei^n,  Uri  Tney,  Abrau  Trigt,  KiHian 
K.  Van  Rensselaer,  Joaeph  B.  Vamum,  John  Wbila- 
hiU,  Robert  Wbitehill,  David  R.  WitUgLDw,  Richaid 
Winn,  and  Joaeph  Winston. , 

The  fonrth  and  last  member  of  the  said  motioa 
being  again  r«ad,  in  the  words  following,  to  wit; 

"  Therefore,  JtooAieiJ,  That  the  said  memorials' be, 
bj  A*  Clerk  of  this  Hoose,  retomed  to  thoee  from 
whom  they  came-." 

The  question  was  taken  that  the  Hotue  do  a^ee 
to  the  said  fourth  and  last  member  of  the  motion, 
and  resolved  in  the  afflrmatire — yeas  71,  nays  14, 
as  follows : 

Ysis— Evan  Alexander,  WlUia  Alston,  Jan.,  Isaac 
Anderwin,  Da'vid  Bard,  Joaeph  BaAer,  Bnrwell  Baa- 
sett, Barnabaa  Bidweli,  John  Blake,  junior,  Bebeit 
Brown,  Levi  Casey,  Jolm  Chandler,  John  Clai- 
bome, Matthew  Chy,  John  Clopion,  Frederick  Con- 
rad, LaonardCoringtaD,  JaeabGroninriiieU,  Riotiard 
Cutti,  Ewa  Darby,  John  Daween,  Eliaa  Eerie,  Petet 
Early,  James  EUiot,  Bbenoer  Efaner,  JiAn  W.  Eppes, 
Wiffiam  Findley,  Janes  Fisk,  John  Fdwier,  Janlee  H. 
Garoett,  Andrew  Onn.Iaaiah L. Green, Silas  Halaey, 
Jeha.Hamilton,  David  Holmes,  John  0,  Jackson,  John 
Lambert,  Matthew  Lyon,  Patiiek'  Magiuder,  Robert 
Marion,  Josiah  Masters,  William  McCreery,  Nicholas 
R.  Moore,  Thomas  Moore,  John  Morrow,  Gurdon  8. 
Memford,  Thomaa  Newton,  jun.,  Gideon  Olin,  John 
Pugh,  Thomas  M.  Randolph,  John  Rea  of  Pennsylva- 
nia, John  Rhea  of  Tenneaaee,  Peter  Sailly,  Thomas 
Sammons,  Thomas  Sandford,  Martin  O.  Scbnneman, 
Jamea  Sloan,  John  Smilie,  John  Smith,  Samuel  SmiA, 
Henry  Southard,  Joee^  Stanton,  David 'niomaa,  niil- 
ip  R.  Thompson,  Uri  TiacT,  Joseph  B.  Vamnm,  Jebn 
Whitehill.  Robert  WhiteUH,  David  R.  WEUiams,  Na- 
than Williams,  Richard  Winn,  and  Jeseph  Wlmton. 

Nats— GeoreBM.Bedinger,ChristopberClatk,  Sam- 
uel W.  Dana,  William  E^,  Joseph  Lewis,  jun.,  Jere- 
miah Nelson,  Timothy  Pitkin,  jon.,  Joaiah  Qniney, 
John  Randolph,  John  Rneeell,  Samuel  ThomiNon,Th*- 
W.  Thompson,  Abram  Trigg,  and  KilUan  K.  Tan 


DUTIES  ON  SALT. 
The  House  took  up  ibe  amendments  of  the 
Senan  lo  ihe  bHI  repealing  the  acts  Laying  duties 
•M  sKli,aDd  eon  tinuiDg  in  force  forafurtharttme, 
the  first  section  of  the  act,  entitled  ''An  act  fur- 
ther to  protect  the  eommeree  and  seamen  of  the 
United  StUca  against  lbs  j^bary  Powers." 
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H-otR. 


Dutif  m  SalL 


Atrii^  180S. 


These  loieadmeDts  proposed  striking  oat  bH 
the  pTOvieioDti  of  the  Viil  relative  to  the  repeal  of 

tbe  duty  on  salt. 

Mr.  Albtoh  said  he  believed  it  would  be  in  or- 
der to  ameod  the  aineadtnetit  of  the  Senate.  IT  it 
were, he  would  offer  an  am  end  men  I,  which  would 
go  to  talte  off  the  duty  on  s^lt  to  cne  amount  of 

The  Spbaeer  considering  tbe  auKndment,  __ 
the  preKcnt  stage  of  toe  busmen,  not  in  order,  the 
qDestioD  was  out  on  coocurriag  io  the  atnend- 
ments  of  the  Senate. 

Hr.  J.  itiNiKiLPB.— I  underttaod  tlus  House  to 
have  sent  a  bill  to  the  Seaata  lapealinit  the  eiist* 
iof  duty  On  salt,  aaiTcontiDttins lor  afiuther  tii&e 
tbe  lax  idiposiag  a  diKy  of  two  aod  «  half  per 
oeot.  Oft  artidet  previously  chM^ed  with  ad  vu«- 
mm  dadis.  Tbe  Senate  hare  retamed  the  bill, 
TCtainiue  the  BBppI*  we  vote^,  as  well  as  tbe  tax 
proposed  by-  as  to  be  repealed.  '  I  hope  we  Bbell 
not  agree  to  their  amendments,  and  'he  reasons  t 
■halL  offer  wiU  not  be  thoee  drawn  from  expedi- 
ency, but  from  my  ide^  of  the  Goaatitalional 
eiwe»  of  this,  and  the  other  branch  of  the  Le^s- 
tnre — wbidi  is,  that  it  is  the  sole  and  indispula' 
hie  prerogative  of  this  House  lo-grant  the. money 
of  the  peo^e  of  the  United  States.  It  '  ' 
only  that  a  grant  of  money  can  ori^i 
Uiie  that  tbe  Senate  have  the  power  o 
money  billa,  but  my  idea  of  tlie  extent  to  whi 
that  power  can  go,  aceordins  to  the  true  spirit  of 
tie  ConslilUlion,  is  this:  While  the  Senate  may 
amend  mwey  bills,  to  ia«iliiate  the  collec^n  of 
duties,  or  in  other  respects,  as  to  th^r  details,  they 
do  not  poteees  the  Constitutional  fower  at  vary- 
ihg  either  the  qiMotam  of  tax  piopoMd  ii.  this 
Ho«se,  or  tbe  otljcei  on  w4>lalt  it  mdy  be  levied. 
I  hope  the  House  will  ite>ver  coiueUt  t«  give  up 
this  invriuabte  privilege  of  sayiilg  what  supplies 
thev  Wilt  grant,  and  the  obJMt  on  wbieb  ihey 
ahatl  be  levied.  Bat,  even  'snppMHir  this  objec- 
tion nugatory,  I  hope  this  Hou^e  will  not  snfiVr 
itself  to  be  trapped,  on  the  last  day  of  the  session, 
in  agreeing  to  a  grant  it  was  never  in  tMr  con- 
templation to  make.  When  we  sent  a  bill  to  ttie 
other  branch  to  continue  the  Mtediterranean  duty, 
we  seni  at  the  same  time,  a  bill  to  repeal  the  duif 
OD  salt.  The  amendment  from  the  Senate  can  be 
viewed  in  no  other  light  than  as  originating  a 
mosey  bill  in  the  Senate.  It  goes  to  origiaate  a 
' "     """'^   'i  effect,  will  be  the  object 


I  suppose, 


1  salt.  Such,  in  effect,  will  be 
and  teodeocy  of  the  measuie.  Let  u  . ,  , 
iflstead  of  sending  to  tbe  Senatea  bill  ipaposing  a 
new  tax,  we  bad  sent  a  simple  bilfto  repeal  this 
rame  tax  upon  salt— 4;ould  the  Senate,  by  an 
ameodment,  rivet  and  continue  tbe  MedilerTs- 
nean  fiind  ?  Aitd  if  Ibe^  oould,  Would  not  that 
be  originating  a  money  bill  1  I  hope  the  Houia 
will  disagree  to  the  amendments  of  the  Senate. 

Mr,  Sloan. — However  I  may  expose  myself  to 
the  censure  of  tbe  gentleOHQ  from  Virginia.  1 
think  it  my  doty  to  say  something  on  a  subject 
highly  interesting  to  ray  consiiraents.  Hotwith- 
Btanding  the  talents  and  doquence  of'  that  geatle- 
Aan,  I  ditferfrom  him  on  this  subject.  I  will  ash 
what  chuH  tb«n  was  of  obtaining  th«  lepeal  of 


this (aK  tipo<o  salt,  whm  tbefn 
at  the  heel  of  a  sesstoii,  when  if  might  hmve  beea 
offered  three  months  ago,  and  conileeted  with 
another  thing  which  conipdled  roe  lovol«fori(t 
In  my  opinion,  it  is  »  tJotiatiftitioDal  for  o»  to 
agree  to  an  aHiendinent  of  the  Senate  as  if  (he 
thing  oriKinaied  'with  us.  I  hope  (be  House  will 
agree  to  the  amendment.  The.  situation  of  our 
aBkirs  requi/es  it,  and  I  trust  we  shaB  treat  witk 
contempt  ihe  attempt  to  force  down  so  important 
&  bill  at  the  end  of  a  session. 

Mn  Alston  thought  it  would  beadvt^ble  to 
accomrbodate  with  tbe  Senate.  In  order  to  ob- 
tain an  accommodation,  he  sfaonld  vote,  in  the 
first  insiairce,  a«ainst  (heamendmenls  of  the  Sen- 
ate. On  a  conference,  they  tatj  agree  to  strike 
off  the  duty  of  eight  cents  on  salt,  and  the  next 
year,  wbenw^  shall  b&iter  understand  the  sroDnd 
on  which  we  stand,  Ibe  House  may  tie  disposed 
sliH  further  to  lessen  the  burden.     ~^ 

Mr,  RrrsA,  of  Tennessee. — I  do  not  consider 
this  bill  OS  in  tbe  nature  of  a  bill  originatmg  rere- 
Due,  but  as  one,  op  the  contrary,  detracting  from 
tbe  Fevcmoe,  1  contend  thkt  ttie  Seoat*  Irave  the 
power,  at  any  time,  to  nrf  ibey  wilt  iMt  coneM 
to  tbe  repea)  of  a  revenm  larw,  else  ikey  are  a 
tiding,  inRignlHcsnt  body.  Are  they  not,  as  writ 
as  we,  to  jndge  of  the  etigeircr  of  the  country  ? 
This  IS  npt  a  question  of  expediency,  hut  of  ne- 
cessiiy.  Though  wo  are  desirous  or  taking  off 
the  duty  on  salt,  such  is  the  situation  of  ttie  coun- 
try, menaced  wiib  foreign  danger,  and  parliauUily 
with  a  war  with  Tunis,  ibattbereveoue  oogbt  not 
Kj.be  diminished.  For  these  reasons  I  shul  con- 
ct>r  in  (he  ameadmeat  of  Ibe  -Senate. 

The  veAN  and  nays  ^vei«  then  taken  on  agreeing 
to  ttte  amenJmeitt  of  tbe  Settate — yeas  3^  nays 
66,  as  follows :   ' 

Vtus—'Jolui  BIdM,  jr.,  Riehaid  (>iHa,  Etra  Daitr, 
JuaMFiak',  kidA  L.  Orecn.  WakarJcMa,  MiAael 
Leb,  Matthew  Lyan;  Joaiah  Mislen,  NiAolas  R. 
Moore,  Gurdtin  0.  Moaifbnl,  Thamw  Newton,  ^ntar, 
ThSmaa  M.  Randolph,  iobh  Rbea  of  TaniMMM,  John 
Kinaell,  Peter  Batlly.'TlMniaaSamnMaa,  noBaaShn^ 
fi)id,M«rtia'O.MMntMn,Ja*.«r  "  "~ 
Urt  TriDv,  Jote  Whtt^iU,  and  H 

MiYs— B«a«  Al«andfcr,  WiiHt ., 

wd  AaanH,  QMTge  U.  a»dlBR«ri  eUaa  BeUtn,  Bmm- 
l>*iBiawdt,&ib*rtB»awn,  I.Mi  Caatir,  Jritn  Oaad- 
ler,  John  Ckiluniei  (abiMftwrCtaik,  Mauhaw  Cl^, 
J«hn  Claplou,  JaMb  Cnnmimhiald,  John  Daiaopat^ 
junior,  Joliu  DawMn.  Eliaa  BuJ^^  Peter  Eiaij,  Uiam 
ElUot,  Ebentser  Elmer,  William  Ely,  John  W.  tenxai, 
James  M.  Garnett,  Edwin  Gray,  Andrew  GregK.Kba 
Ilabc;,  John  Hamiltan,  Dsvid  Holmes,  David  Hongli, 
Joseph  Lewis, 'jUQ.,  Thomu  Moota,  John  Momrw,  Jon- 
athan O.  Moaely,  Jeremiah  Nelson,  Gideon  Olin,  Tim- 
oth;  Ptikin,  jiin.,  John  Pn^,  Joskh  QuiMT,  John 
Ilandolph,  John  Raa  <tf  PannsyWutia,  Jehn  GMIm, 


TaUoadfe,  Sanmel  T«nney,  1 
Thomas  W.  Thompaon,  Abrmm  Trigg,  Joaafiii  B.  I 
nu*.  Peteg  Wa^rwocth,  Robert  Whkabili,  David  R. 
WUIiama,  Alexander  Wilwiii,  Richasd  Wins,  aad  Jo- 
seph Winston. 

Mr.  J.  Ranbouw.'-'I  hope  wa  shall  ntiw  wi- 
fM>n  Io  out  dingreemeat  to  tlw  wnaodneM  of  tbe 
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Seoate.  '  I  Hop«  we  shall  not  coucor  vilb  ffae  Sen- 
ate, under  Ihe  idea,  of  reducing  the  duty  on  salt 
from  tweaiy  to  twelve  ceots.  Notwitfastandir  ~ 
a  fear  cmeriaiaeil  by  smte  {reDllemen  oT  a  de 
«ieticy  in  the  rerevge,  itie  H<M]«^  by  >  tin  ntajc 
ity,  pisaed  the  bill  repealing  the  duty  on  mit.  The 
Message  of  the  President  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
miitee  of  Ways  and  Means,  and  ihai  Committee 
BMde  a  report  recommending  the  taking  off'  tbe 
4iity  on  sale,  and  eontinuing  the  two  and  a  half 
per  cent.  daty.  Etwy  objection  to  ili« -tneasiiTP 
4hal  now  eznit  tbea  existed,  and  ought  tb«rrlo 
have  been  offered.  We  then  sent  to  the  other 
HoDae  a  «ap(>lf  of  loontf — a  lax  yi^diof  (S900,- 
400,  with  the  probability  of  its  arnoaDting  tbe 
wniniag  y«ar  to  a  million ;  in  this  same  bill  we 
propo^  tailing  off  a  tar,  which  does  not  yield 
9eeO,SOO;  we  (hererora  made  a  grant  of  $400,000 
■aotiuafly.  !l  is  said  that  the  amendment  of  the 
€enMe  doe*  aoi  go  to  the  imposition  of  a  new  lai, 
bat  that  it  co»iinQea  tbe  KVtnae  as  it  is.  There 
is  some  plausibility,  but  no  solidity  in  ihid  remark. 
If  it  goes  to  continue  the  reyenne^s  It  Dow  is, 
wbert  is  the  necessity  of  contiania^  the  dmy  of 


f  perc 
t»ll.    I 


s  new  money  t»ll.  Let  me  urge  one  thing  to  t 
Honae^  If  we  ever  mebn  to  strjkeoff  the  dmy 
salt,  we  must  cling  to  the  Mediterranean  ftmd 
4be  lerer  to  lift  this  load  ftoin  tbe  shoulders  of 
the  people.  It  will  be  recollected  that  within  Atb 
fMrs  we  have  taken  off  the  raiernri  taxes.  1  am 
glad  of  it:  for  I  fear  it  would  noi'now  be  done. 
They  prodvoed  about  $800,000,  inclusive  of  the 
taxes  which  bare  expired,  and  $iS4O,000^xoltr9ire 
of  them.  BdI  we  have  granted  a  ■apf>ly  of  twp 
uid  a  hdf  per  eent.  dottea,  which  yield  anvnally, 
from  nine  hundred  tbonsaid,  to  a  million  ddlara. 
This  is  «  cemplete  cSaet  to  rtte  repeal  of  the  ia- 
ternal  taxes.  What  we  have  lost  by  thpir  repeal 
we  hare  gained,  with  the  addirloa  of  one  or  two 
hundred  thousand  dollars  beyond  the  snm  we 
ahonld  have  receif>ed,  had  they  been  soffered  (o 
TCmain,and  no  addition  been  made  to  the  duties 
•Bimportfl  and  tommge;  and  yet  we  hear  of  the 
growing  demands  of  the  Qorernment.  But  the 
growing  demands  of  all  Oovemments  ire  alike. 
Do  gwttlemen  recollect  the  growing  state  of  the 
nation?  When  this  Oovemmear  was  first  pur  in 
iao(ion,Ybe  duties  on  Imports  were  not  more  than 
fouror  IvemtlliODs.  roiese  reaoarceaare  dbity 
growing,  and  a  fnud  accniing  from  the  increasing 
nrospentyof  tbe  peoplowbi^  their  foardiansare 
bound  toaccouar  for.  Xbongh  we  have  contract- 
ed a  debt  for  New  Orleans,  we  have  gained  a  rev- 
«Dne  of  not  less  than  $300,000  a  year.  Prom 
ibeae  eirenmstanees  I  hope  we  shall  ^here  to  onr 
disagreement  to  the  amendments  of  the  Senate, 
.and  that  Ihey  wilt,  in  their  justness  and  gcacioua- 
ness,  yield  a  tax  othalf  a  miHien  for  a  tax  which 

£roduces  a  whole  million.    It  is  a  ne*  stretch  of 
enatorial  prerogative,  for  that  body — - 
The  Spbaedh  said  the  Hoiise  had  nothing  fb  do 
with  the  conduct  of  the  Benaie— it  was  therefore 
-out  of  order  to  make  such  remarks. 

Mr.  J.  Ranoolfr.— I  would  wish  to  have  noA- 
<Bg  to  do  with  ihe  Senate ;  end  am  therefore  in 


(avor  of  adhering  to  our  vote — though  I  believe, 
when  there  is  a  Consiiiational  question  as  to  the 
powersof  (he  twobranehes,we  may  very  properly 
examine  their  prOceedin|3.  h  is  said  the  Senate 
may  strike  out  all  but  the  title  of  your  bills.  In- 
jlisputably;  but  will  this  House  submit?  Sop- 
pose  you  send  a  bill  to  the  Senate  laying  a  duty 
of  two  per  cent,  on  saltpetre,  and  they  send  it 
back  to  TOO,  striking  DQt  tnis  provision, and  giving 
you  a  bnl  in  tieu  of  it,  laying  a  tax  of  four  shillings 
in  (be  pound  on  all  the  lands  of  the  United  StatA. 
Is  that,  noder  the  Constitntion,  a  iair  exercise  of 
theirpowerl  To  my  mind,  if  tbe  position  be  ad- 
mitted, that  it  is  the  sole  privilege  of  this  House 
IogranithepnMicmoney,it  is  extremely  indecent, 
to  say  no  more,  for  that  branch  of  the  Legislaluie 
to  tell  the  United  States  they  will  get  all  iba 
money  they  can,  whatever  may  be  the  disposition 
of  this  House.  Recollect  how  the  salt  tax  was 
laid  before — on  the  last  day  of  an  expiring  Con- 
gress, after  a  proposition  to  lay  tbe  tax  had  been 
rejected,  and  members  had  gone  home,  under  tbe 
pmuBston  that  no  such  attempt  w&utd  be  renews 
ed.  By  some  lifile  modification  of  that  proposi- 
tion, a  tax  of  twenty  cents  waa'laid  on  every 
flfty-sli  pounds  of  salt,  and  riveted  on  the  people 
foreper.  When  I  say  forever,  I  mean  the  period 
of  its  berng  takes  off  depends  on  a  branch  of  the 
LegiafMqre,  over  which  the  people  have  but  little 
coturol;  who  are  tbe  Tepresentatives,  not  of  the 
people,  but  of  the  Stai;a  sovereignties.  Now,  if  tbe 
House  do  wish,  as  surely  tb'ey  must,  to  get  rid  ot 
this  tax,  and  if  they  believe,  as  they  must,  that  the 
present  circnmstances  of  the  country  admit  of  its 
repMl,  else  tbe  bill  would  not  have  pssed  by  so 
large  a  majority.  I  hope  they  will  adhere  to  tneir 
disagreement  to'the  amendmefits  of  the  Senate, 
andputitin  Urepowerof  tbe  other  branch  to  take 
>D  mncb  of  the  [niblic  money,  as  it  is  oar  pleasure 
o  grant,  and  vot  one  cent  more. 

Mr.  Rhea,  of  Tennessee. — As  I  do  not  appear 
.0  have  been  uodersiood^  it  is  necessary  tnot  I 
ihouhl  say  a  few  words  in  exnlanation.  I  said 
nothing  of  the  Mediterranean  fund.  1  said  then, 
and  I  still  say,  I  do  not  contemplate  this  bill,  so 
far  as  it  relates  to  imposing  a  duty  on  salt,  as  a 
money  bill;  and  1  consider  the  amendment  of  the 
Senate  as  only  a  negation  to  tbe  repeal  of  lawa 
afiecting  tbe  revenue.  I  said  that  Houae  had  a 
right  to  judge  of  ilie  propriety  of  a  tep^  of  a 
revenue  law,  and  I  say  so  stiU.  We  tay  we  are 
in  favor  of  a  repeal  of  the  l&w  imposing  a  duty  on 
salt— Ihey  say  they  are  against  it.  What  has  that 
to  do  with  originating  a  money  bill  ?  One  is  as  dis- 
tinct fVom  the  other  as  the  eSiect^fromiis  cause. 
I  agree  that  this  House  has  the  right  to  originate 
revenue  laws;  but,  once  enacted,  they  have  an 
equal  right  with  us  to  judge  of  the  expediency  of 
reaciadiog  them.  With  regard  lo  this  law,  when 
'  :ame  here,  I  fbund  it  in  existence,  and  I  think 
__  the  present  state  ofthe  country  it  ought  to  be  con- 
linoed.  Have  we  not  every  reason  to  believe 
that  we  shall  be  embroiled  in  a  varwitb  Tubia? 
Will  not  this  take  all  the  lev^oue  we  have  to 
snare?  I  shall  be  glad  if  it  will  not  take  more. 
W«  have  no  informatioo  from  the  Executive 
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OoTunmeni,  tbaltbis  duly  can  be  dispensed  witb. 
We  have  seen  no  report  on  the  subject  from  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury.  It  is  Dot  tny,  duty  to 
sit  here  and  disarm  the  Cio?emiiient  of  the  power 
of  promoting  tbe  public  iuterest.  You  may  go 
on  repealing  one  law  after  another,  until  tbe  Ex- 
ecutive has  but  tbe  mere  name  of  authority  left. 
It  has  been  said  that  tbe  demands  on  tbe  Treasury 
may  increase — I  belicTc  they  may  justly  increase; 
we  know  indeed  they  have  increased.  Since  the 
meeting  of  Congress  we  have  taken  measure* 
whicb  may  increase  them  tor  eventual  good,  for 
the  benefit  of  tjie  whole  community.  Being  of 
this  opinion,  I  must  vote  against  this  bill  in  every 
ahape  in  which  it  comes  before  me. 

Mr.  J.  Rahdolfh.— I  understand  that  if  tbe 
House  do  adhete,  all  conference  wilb  tbe  Senate 
will  be  at  an  end.  If  ibey  prefeie  to  keep  tbe 
duly  on  salt  to  having  the  Mediterranean  fund. 

they  will  refuse  to  recede  from  their  amer-* 

But  I  have  no  idea  they  will  refuse  a  re  , 
a  milliiin  for  half  a  million.  I  am  as  anxious  as 
any  man  to  rote,  the  necessary  supplies  of  tbe 
GovOToment.  and  perhaps  my  vole  might  have 
been  materially  influenced^  bad  a  different  vote 
prevailed  on  ihe  bill  relative  to  ihe  public  debt, 
which  has  been  postponed.  But  when  I  find  the 
hands  of  tbe  Commissiooera  of  the  Sinking  Fund 
tied,  and  ibat  there  is  a  probability  that  they  will 
be  oblised  to  poor  back  into  the  Treasury,  a  part 
of  the  fund  vested  in  tbem,  I  feel  altogether  indis- 
posed to  ihisamendment.  If  all  the  surplus  reve- 
nue could  be  applied  to  the  discharge  ot  tbe  debt, 
I  might  be  as  liberal  as  any  man  in  gtanting.  Uj 
but  as  it  cannot,  I  am  for  adbeiing  lo  our  vote. 

Mr.  Conrad.— I  hope  we  shall  adbeie,  but  try 
a  conference.  It  will  then  be  time  enough  to 
consider  whether  we  will  adhere.  Anxious  as  I 
am  to  get  tid  of  this  odious  tax,  I  will  agree  to 
reduce  tbe  duty  (o  12  cents,  oi  keep  the  Ii^diter. 
lanean  iund,  and  next  session  judge  whether  wc 
are  able  to  take  off  the  whole  of  it. 

Mi.  Rbea,  of  Tennessee,  said  he  barely  rose 
to  set  thegeDtleraan  froni  Vir|^inia  rjgbi.  by  slating 
that  the  hands  of  tbe  CommissiDnenQf  the  Sinking 
Fund  would  not  be  lied  fo^seTeral  jrears  to  come, 
and  that  Congress  would  be  in  session  before  an^ 
such  great  sum  would  be  accumulated  in  their 
bands. 

Mr.  Lyon  said  he  felt  as  great  an  aversion  to 
tbe  ealt  tax  as  any  other  man,  hut  his  strong  wish 
was  to  act  in  such  a  manner  that  the  Kxecutive 
GoverDmenl  might  not  be  djttiessed  in  discharg- 
ing the  duties  devolved  on  it  by  tbe  Legislature. 
He  should  vole  against  adhering,  ihat  a  confer- 
ence might  be  had  with  the  Senate.  He  should 
vote  for  taking  off  the  salt  (ax,  if  he  thought  the 
Oovernmeni  could  do  without  it;  and  be  had  no 
doubt  that  most  of  the  gentlemen  were  under  the 
impression  that  the  Secretargr  of  the  Treasury 
thought  we  could  do  without  it.  He  said,  for  his 
own  satisfaction,  be  had  applied  to  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury,  who  bad  told  bim  the  GoverD- 
menl could  not  do  without  it. 

The  motion  to  adhere  was  iben  disagreed  to — 
yeas  36,  nays  43.    When  tbe  House  agreed  to 


insist  on  their  disagreement  to  tbe  ameDdment  of 
the  Senate,  and  appointed  a  committee  of  confer- 
ence. 

And  then,  on  a  motioa,  made  and  Mconded,  the 
HoOse  adjourned  until  half  past  six  o'clock,  port 
miridiem. 

Eodem  Die,  Judfpcul  6  o^ciock. 
A  message  from  the  Senate  infonned  ibe  House 
that  the  Senate  have  agreed  to  the  conference  de- 
sired by  this  H'suse  on  the  subject-matter  of  the 
amendment  depending  between  th«  two  Hobkc 
to  tbe  bin.  entitled  "An  act  iii«ddiiion  to  an  act, 
eplitled  'An  act  supplemeBtarr  lo  tbe  act  provt- 
ding  for  a  Naval  Peace  Eslablisbment,  aad  fee 
other  purposes,"  and  have  appointed  managers  ai 
the  same  on  ibeir  part.  Tha  Senate  bare  ap- 
pointed a  committee  on  tbeit  part,  jototlr,  witk 
snch  committee  as  may  be  appointed  on  the  part 
of  this  House,'tD  wait  on  the  President  of  tke 
United  States,  and  notify  him  of  the  proposed  te- 
cess  of  Congress. 

The  HouE«  procaeded'to  consider  so  much  of 
tbe  aforegoing  mes^ge  of  the  Senate  aa  relates 
to  tbe  appointment  of  a  joint  committee  of  tke 
two  Houses  to  wait  on  the  President  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  and  notify  him  of  the  proposed  roceae 
of  Congress :  Whereupon, 

JtetMwd,  That  this  House  doth  agree  lo  the 
same;  and  thatMr.  £:ARLT,Mr.THDMAaM.BAJH 
DOLPB,  and  Mr.  Cdtts,  be  appointed  of  tbe  uM 
commitiee,  on  tbe  part  of  this  House. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ment proposed  by  the  Senate  to  the  bill,  entitjei 
"An  act  to  amend,  in  tbe  cases  ihereio  mentiotied, 
the  act  to  regulate  the  collection  of  duties  on  ink- 
ports  and  tonnage:"  Whereupon. 

BMoived,  That'4his  House  doth  agtee  to  the 
said  amendment.     • 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  CommiUee  of 
tbe  Wbole  on  the  bill  sent  from  the  Senate,  en- 
titled ''An  act  for  tbe  nunisbpient  of  coonterfut* 
ing  Ihe  current  coin  of  the  United  States,  and  for 
other  purposep.  The  hill  was  repoited  withovt 
amendment.  .    / 

Tbe  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  said  bill 
at  the  Clerk's  table :  W'^^^^^'pcBi  *^4 1*'"  ^f**  "*^ 
tbe  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ment propostd  by  Ihe  Senate  to  the-  bill  antiUed 
"An  act  respeciiog  the  claims  to  land  in  the  Indi- 
ana Territory  and  State  of  Ohio:"  Wherenpoo, 

Jietohed,  Thai  this  House  dolh  agree  to  the 
said  amendment. 

The  Hou^  resolved  itself  inio  a  Commiltee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  sent  from  the  Senate,  en- 
titled "An  act  for  tbe  regulatioo  of  tbe  times  of 
holding  the  Courts  of  the  District  of  ColumlM^ 
and  for  other  purposes.  The  hill  was  reported 
without  amendment; 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  tbe  said  bill 
at  the  Clerk's  table:  Whereupon,  tbe  bill  was 
read  the  third  time  and  passed. 

Mr.  SmiliEj  irora  tbe  managers  appoinied  tbfa 
day,  on  tbe  part  of  this  Uousei  to  atiesd  a  con- 
feieace  with  the  Senate  oo  ina  aabjeci-matter 
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of  the  ameBdment  dependine  between  the 

HoaseB  to  the  bUl,  entitled  "Ad  act  tn  addi 

to  mo  act,  entitled  'An  act  lappleineDtarf  to  the 
Ml  profidiog  for  a  NaTftl  Peace  Establinhment. 
BDd  for  other  purpoaes."  reported  that  Ihef  baa 
met  the  managers  oa  the  part  of  the  Senate,  and 
h^d  come  to  no  agreement  tberetipoD. 

NAVAL  PEACE  ESTABLISHMENT. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  Houm 
tbat  the  Senate  recede  from  their  amendment  16 
llie  bill,  entitled  "An  act  in  addition  to  an  act, 
entitled  'An  act  sapplementarf  to  the  act  provir 
ding  for  a  Naval  Peace  Eatablisfament,  and  for 
other- purpasea."  to  their  disagreement  to  which 
tkis  Hoose  hath  ineisied;  The  Senate  adhere 
lo  their  amendment  to  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act 
repeaHng  the  acts  laying. duties  on  salt,  and  eon- 
tinainc  in  force,  fora  ftuiher  time,  the  first  aee- 
tlon  of  tha  act,  entitled  'An  act  fntiher  to  prefect 
tba  commerce  ftnd  seamen  ai  the  United  States 
againat  the  Barbary  Powers." 

Me.  Gbeoo,  From  the  commiitee,of  conference 
OB  the  same  bill,  observed  that  .the  conferees  on 
tlie  part  of  the  Senate  di^  not  discorer  any  di*- 
position  to  recede  from  their  amendments.  The 
conferees  on  the  partof  the. Houte  stated  the  dan- 
get  of  losing  the  bill  if  the  oooferees  did  not  relax, 
and  proposed  to  meet  them  on  the  greuad  of  com- 
promise,  by  taking  off  the  duijr  of  eight  cents  im- 
powd  on  salt  To  this  proposilioa  tha  conferees 
(»  the  part  of  the^Senate  declined  acceding. 

Mr.  J.  Rah DOI.FB  nJoved  that  the  House  adhere 
to  their  disagreement  to  the  amenduMntt  of  the 
Senate. 

Mr.  Shilie. — 1  shall  now  he  against  this  bill, 
though  I  was  originally  in  favor  of  iL  The  Ste- 
Bte  £iriBg  adhered  to  their  vote,  to  repeal  the 
dnty  on  sail  it  out  of  the  question.     The  only 

Siestion  now  is,  whether  we  shall  continue  the 
editeFTanenn  fimd  independent  ,of  the  other. 
Seeing  iliat  1  eannoE  get  the  first,  1  will  not  on  that 
account  lose  the  ta«t ;  for  I  do  beliere, under  present 
circumstance^  it  would  be  nnwisc  to  direst  puiv 
aelves  of  the  Mediterranean  lund. 

Mr.  AuTOK.-r-Having  done  ererythine  in  oni 
power  to  repeal  the  duty  on  salt  or  to  iesaen  it, 
the  only  qaestion  is,  whether  we.  shall  continue 
the 'Mediterranean  fund  until  the  next  session  at 
not.  I  call  on' gentlemen  to  take  a  rcTiew  of  the 
difierant  estimates  from  the  Treasury  daring  the 
present  lession,  and  to  consider  the  expenses  they 
"warrant — I  allude  particularly  to  the  appropria- 
ttoD  of  two  milbons  towards  the  purchase  ot  the 
Floiidasj  to  decide  whether  we  can  do  without 
the  Mediterranean  iund.  The  Kreal  object  with 
me  in  advocating  the  repeal  of  t^e  duty  on  salt 
was  to  obtain  the  Mediterranean  fund.  We  bare 
done  our  part  to  ^eet  this  object.  I  bdieve  with 
theaid  of  tbat  fund,.though  the  dnty  on  salt  had 
been  taken  ofi^  oar  revenue  would  have  been  suf- 
ficienl ;  though  even  the  greatest  economy  would 
]ttve  been  reqaiiite  in  the  disbursement  of  the 
DQblie  money.  Official  documents  on  «m  taUet 
fiom  the  proper  departments  will  show  that  we 
cannot  do  without  ute  Medties can  ftud ;  provided 


the  objects  for  which  we  have  made  appropria- 
tions m  camed'into  effect.  At  the  next  sessiim, 
however,  we  shall  know  the  measures  taken  b^ 
the  fixecntive,  and  what  our  wants  will  be.  This 
bill  only  extends  the  continnance  of  the  fund  to 
the  next  session,  which  will  be  on  the  third  of 
March  ;  and  since,  as  it  now  stands,  it  will  not 
expire  until  three  months  from  the  raiiScation  of 
the  treaty,  this  bill  will  only  continue  it  for  a  pe- 
riod of  six  or  seven  months. 

Mr.  FiNOLiT. — Though  I  repreaeni  a  district 
whichsuffers  mere  perbaps  than  any  other  in  the 
United  States  from  the  duty  on  salt^  yel  I  confesa 
myself  astonished  at  the  mannner  in  which  thic- 
bill  bas  been  brought  before  us.  We  havs  beati^ 
on  a  former  occasion  much  about  a  cabinet.  Id 
this  instance  no  cabinet  has  been  consnlted — but 
iJne  roeasnre  has  been  smuggled  in  at  the  last  p»- 
riod  of  the  session. .  Are  we  sitting  hew  to  en»- 
barrass  the  character  and  credit  of  the  United 
States?  I  thought  tbe  measure  had  come  in  on 
caloulatioD :  but,  1  find  since  t^at  it  is  fotinded 
on  miscalculation ;  and  that  it  is  a^  part  of  the 
system  to  throw  the  ganntlet,  to  destroy  the  Ad' 
ministration.  The  people  have  oAred  ru  no 
petitions  to  repeal  this  tax.  What  hare  we  done? 
The  Mediterranean  fund  is  about  to  ceaae,  and 
j{  is  i>ow  proposed  to  give  up  the  salt  tax  for 
it.  This  mode  of  bargaining— this  system  of  cor- 
raptlon,  I  have  always  been  averse  to.  1  voted 
for  the  bill,  because  I  thought  it  came  from  the 
Treasury  Department,  but  tnstead  of  this.  I  find 
it  part  of  a  system  to  embanaH  tbe  Administra- 
tion. 1  will  agree  to  continue  the  MeditemuMttn 
fnnd,  for  I  am  not  at  war  with  the  Government 
or  any  part  of  iL  I  know  I  am  risking  my  popu- 
larity as  much  as  any  man ;  but  I  am  not  afraid 
of  this,  as  1  em  conviueed  in  a  good  cause  1  sbaU 
never  snfier.  There  can  be  no  good  argument 
for  the  motion  to  adhere,  but  a  desire  to  destroy  tha 
AdaiitHMration. 

.  Mr.  D.  R.  WiLLiAUt. — No  ihan  can  be  more 
etmestlf  impressed  with  the  proverbial  duty  of 
paying  respect  to  age  than  myself;  but  my  leeF- 
ings  have  never  been  more  hurt  tfaati  by  tbe  gen- 
tleman's impeaching  the  motive  of  those  who 
have  acted  a  patriotic  jart.  The  gentleman  baa 
avowed  the  idea,  that  tbe  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means  have  been  actuated  by  the  view  of 
embarrassing  tbe  Administration.  I  abhor  and 
detest  such  an  imputation.  [Here  was  a  loud  cry 
of  order  by  a  number  of  gentlemen,  and  among 
others  by  Mr.  T.  M.  Rakoolph.]  ,    . 

Mr.  FiNOLBv  said  he  hoped  the  gentlemen 
would  be  permitted  to  go  on.  He  wi^ed  thoee 
who  were  apposed  to  tbe  Qovernraent  to  speak 
ont.    [The-call  to  order  wasagain  repeated.] 

Mr.  J.  Randolph. — 1  hope  we  sbatl  adhere  to 
our  Vote,  and  I  will  give  my  reasons  for  indulg- 
ing this  hope.  I  do  not  profess  to  be  so  well  ac- 
quainted with  the  subjects  of  ^nance  as  some 
other  gentlemen  on  this  floor.  Bnt  if  the  Medi- 
terranean fond  is  to  be  coaiinaed  lor  so  short  a 
lime,  it  is  obvioiiB  tbat  tba  revenue  to  be  gleaned 
from  it  will  be  proportionally  small.  The  argn- 
menCa  of  gentlemen  therefore  rebat  themselves. 
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Tbey  declare  ihat  tbey  want  •  revenue,  whili 
t^f  acknowledge  that  ibe  coaliouince  of  thn 
tdx  will  produce  but  a  tisall  one.  I  hope  ibat  we 
shall  keep  lbs  Mediterraneaa  fqnd  as  a  hoiiage 
for.  ibc  salt  tax.  If  between  this  aai  the  next 
■essioB  a  deficiency  RfaaJt  occur  in  ooi  ways  ajid 
means,  lo  meet  ibe  demtieds  of  the  GoverameU, 
it  will  not  be  the  first  time,  a«  I  know  it  will  oel 
be  the  last,  in  which  I  shall  stepforwaid  to  vote  a 
supply  10  meet  every  honorable  demaad^  If  there 
id«ll  be  de&cii,  a«  these  is  no  reasoa  to  beUeve 
tktre  will  be,  I  pledge  myself  as  one  of  tbow  viba 
will  meet  it.  1  wisn  to  adhere  to  our  vote,  thai 
the  Mediterranean  fuad  may  be.  lo«l ;  for  we  bare 
bees  told  by  those  vrho,  1  prestim«,  are  veil  ac- 
qnaioled  on  suoh  points,  ihai  sueh  a  course  will 
Boforce  eeoBOfoy,  and  I  wish  I  could  add,  ia  th< 
w«Rlt  of  an  honorable  frtead  who  has  do  longer  a 
scat  bete,  frould  insure  economy.  But  what  hw 
titiown  us  into  this  beat?  Is  it  the  dinner  ve 
hare  iuHi eaten  1  I  hope  Dohoeorable  fentlmnaa, 
who  ABB  heretofore  bept  the  naiselesa  tenor  of  bis 
way,  because  we  have  adjourneid  for  bnlf  an  1 
baa  penoiited  bia  passions  to  induige  in -an  aaper- 
ily  not  shown  on  any  former  occasioo,  1  did  hope 
tau  nbaierer  contumely  or  hostility  may  hare 
Veen,  manifested  duibg  the  earlier  period  of  ibe 
wasien,  we  would  have  thrown  in  the  last  mo- 
nunts  <^  it,  neither  th«  G|deDetic  temper  of  agt 
foulh;  bui  that  we  should  have  parted  like  n._ 
KRt  aahamed  of  what  we  had  done,  or  afraid  lo 
weat  the  puhlicnwsfd. 

The  qnettion  was  tbea  taken  by  yeaa  and  aays 
«tt  Mdtoeriag— yeaa  40,  nays  47,  as  foliom ; 

T«*B — Evan  Alexander,  Burwell  Bsmett,  fleorsw 
M.  BadaiRflr,  Silas  Betlon,  Lavi  Ossey,  Samnel  W. 
Cna,  John  Dtflenport,  jr.,  Peter  B»rly,  JanwB  EUiot; 
Cikb  Ellit,  Bbenexer  BlraeT,  WilUsm  Elf,  John  W. 
KpiiM,  James  M.  Onnett,  KdwinOray,  Aniiiew  Ora^, 
XUtM  HolttiM,  David  Hougb,  Joseph  Lswis,  jnatiiT. 
Thomas  Moore,  Jonathan  O.  Mow];,  Jennuah  NelHia, 
CHdMn  OIuH^  Timoihj  PitUn,  jt.,  Jogiah  Quincy, 
laba  Bwidolpb,  Jabn-  Bes,  of  Peuuj^IvsiUB,  Thomas 
Sanaaoht,  Samnal  Smith,  Samusl  TagsaM,  BBDJamiii 
Tallmadga,  Samuel  T«nnej,  Philip  R.  Thomp*>n, 
Thomas  W.  Thompson,  KiDfiin  K.  Van  Rensselaer, 
Peleg  Wadsworth,  David  R,  WJlUams,  Aleiander 
Wilson,  Richard  Winn,  artd  Joseph  Winston. 

Nats — Willis  AlBlon,jr.,  Issst:  Anderson,  Joseph 
Parker,  Bsmabss  Bidwell,  John  Blake,  jr.,  John  Chand- 
ler, John  ClBiborne  John  Clopton,  Frederick  Conrad, 
Jacob  Crowninshieid,  Rkhsrd  Outts,  Ezra  Darby,  John 
Bavnwn,  Eljss  Earle,  William  Findlej,  James  PSsk, 
John  Fowler,  Isaiah  L.  Green,  Silu  Hslsey,  John  G.' 
Jaekun,  Wallsr  Jonea,  John  Lambert,  Michael  Leib, 
Matthew  Lyon,  Robert  Marion,  Josiah  Masters,  Wil- 
Uam  HcCreeij,  Nicholas  R.  Moore,  Jeremiah  Morrow, 
John  Hmmw,  Gurdm  B.  Mnm&rd,  Tbomaa  NewMo, 
Jin  Jidm  Pagh,  'Hiomaa  M.  Randslph,  John  Rboa  of 
Tannewea,  John  BusMilt,  Peter  Saiflv,  Martin  G. 
Scbunewan,  Jamas  Sloan,  John  Smilie,  Hanry  South- 
ard, David  Tbomu,  Uri  Tracy,  Jowph  B.  Varnum, 
J!obn  WbitehiU,  R.  Whiiebill,  and  Nathan  WUiaius, 

Mi.  T.  M.  Rahdol/ b.— It  is  true,  as  the  gcn- 
tkauui  says,  I  barn  aot  made  much  noise  this 
taasou,  and  ii  ia  as  txue  that  he  has  taKde-  hmk 
tlwa  hss  been,  useful.    I  bclieoe  in  the  present 


Eiace  of  it  that  the  advmitage  is  on  my  side.  I 
go  home  with  a  more  enntented  mind,  more  tiao- 
qail  feelings,  an^  I  may  add  also,  1  believe,  a 
better  beftrt,  for  not  having  engaged  in  the  man- 
ner he  has  done,  or  in  the  charactar  he  has  a^ 
sumed,  in  the  scenes  exhibited  before  me  ia  this 
House.  Between  ibe  gentleman,  from  Virginia 
and  myself  I  acknowledge  there  is  in  point  of  tal- 
ents an  immeasttrable  dislaneei  I  can  Dever  hope 
(o  attain  that  intelkctual  elevatioo,  wiucb  h«  Ihsb 
long  linee  reecbed.  At  my  infertority  ia  that 
respect  I  do  not  repine.  I  am  wbat  nature  made 
me,  and  1  am  perfectly  satisfied  wi^h  mjt  eanii> 
tion>  Bst  altboueh  there  is  this  inXcUeciual  dif- 
ference befween  the  genllanaa  and  mysel£  aod 
ike  si^tiorily  ia  so  great  pn  his  part  in  ibal  poiat 
I  aMiBCatB  that  in  the  point  of  tfue  patnotiaan  W 
is  my  inferior.  I  do  not  be«iia,tp  to  proaonoM 
thnt  myself,  and  I- do  not  fear  the  impuiatioD  of 
vanity  tor  so  dainff.  With  respect  to  th<  osefnl' 
ttesB  of  eithai  (o  the  public,  there  is  do  sndt  dif- 
ference in  reality  betwMn  us  as  may  apacat  to 
txiat.  ■  I  insist  that  the  tenor  of  the  geoilemen's 
r«cent  conduct  has  been  snob,  that  with  all  hit 
eztraordiaary  powers  and  tha  extraordiaaiy  anr- 
tion'of  then)  he  baa  made,  his  utihty.to  his  eona- 
Irribis  session  has  not  been  superior  to  mine. 
The  difference  between  us,  in  the  eSeot  produced 
by  aiiher  upon  the  pablic  affairs,  has  been,  U 
speak  the  favorite  language  of  the  gaatlemcn  him- 
salfi  the  same  with  tbu  between  "ovadsto*  caii" 
and  "nMuusimicr"  upon  the  fields.  TetmnaUtc 
into,  the  language  of  the  ^ectlemao'*  ooosittocDts, 
tqy  ia£ue!De«  on  the  nation^  presjierity  this  sna> 
sionhas  been,  when  compared  to  his,  what  adi^ 
auraiBer  is  ta  a  &eah,~whBt  a.  seasty  cwp  is  t«  an 
orMwhelming  inundation,  coulouDdiBf,  sultyiagj 
impairing  all  things.  The  geatleoiaa  B«de  ana 
of  the  term  "connsa^ly."  To  ihta  aod  other  <d- 
Eeniiivtienas,  with  an  allusion  which,  as  tom«,  ia 
as  unjust  as  it  ia  insnldng,  lain  aorry  W  tkuak 
msseu  obliged  to  reply  in  other  Uu^oage  ihwi 
what  lever  expected  lo  use  towards  hmbi  Ihava 
long  ohserred  that  <bti  aeatlenun  Jrapt  (o  iadi)]g« 
himself,  while  he  bat  tte  shield  of  the  dignity  of 
this  HooBs  extended  ovet  him,  while  ha  feel*  be 
is  standing  in  the  centre  of  this  sasted  asyloio,  m 
languaoe  to  hu  equals  spon'  tioM  Sxtor,  which 
would  hB  inadmissible  in  society  ;  whioh  hawoaU 
not  rcninr*  (o  naake  vie  of  ciaewhete.  WUto 
sayiag  this,  I  «m  fuUy  awan  of  th«  coaBseqaenaaa 
whieh  may  result  frommyezpreasioBs.  My  mind 
is  arrauged  to  xaeet  them.  1  know  the  ezmaM 
irritabiliiy  ofthegenttemaa's  (MBoer;  Iknowu 
well  the  principles  which  govon  biai  upon  oceft- 
siona  of  this  kind,  i  know  (he  point  to  which  he 
lo  carry  disrates  with  siome  ^isona. 
m  that  I  have  the  same  priociples  acd 
myself  upon  saeh  subjects.  I  nenc 
will,  wipraveked,  seek  a  qnarrel  with  aay  one; 
ihia  is  entirely  unsought  and  nndesired  br  aa; 
but  I  bar*  always  thmight,and  always^U  think, 
that  lead  aod  even  steal  make  Teiy  ptopar  ingt«- 
diena  iBMiiaua  quairals,  and  I  shall  oant  be  on- 
willing,  when  honor  require*,  lo  mix  either  or 
auck  as  an  Cartad  tipoB  aacL 
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«f  tk«  lalent*  buiof  the  utiliiy  of  the  gentlemi 
kit  public  sphere.  I  am  m  no  longer  i  ihe  former 
mra  per veried,  the  litter  has  oeated.  This  |[eDtlc- 
auB  hks  DMB  from  his  first  enttance  iato  the  pubKe 
•eimciis  a  kiod  of  iadastrioiu,  skilful,  steady,  and 
Qsefol  kiiohcB  nrdemr  ia  politics.  His  labor  mi 
conslavily  emfAOfed  for  the  benefit  of  his  ooaiilry  ; 
kproidBeed  ahuDdtDca  of  rich  fruits  atid  whole- 
some DdtTinvnl  for  iia  inmor,  iu  sustananee,  aod 
Kiwlfa.  He  wms  telofed  and  cherishad  by  it. 
ddeoly,  tasi  year  Jie  pew  fond  o/ tfaa  business  of 
the  floritt,  aad  took  a  disiasta  to  ihfi  spade  and 
^ADUrebywhichhehadoomctosiuhnti'aordiiw-. 
tf  thriA.  Ha  bacame  daezlad  vilh  the  splendors 
of  that  aew  calling,aiid  not  only  molved  toohaap 
his  trule,  and  set  iw  is  it,  but  ooaoeiTed  a  siroog 
SMtMSfitaad  aTersioD  to  sneh  as  followed  the  old. 
Behold,  ID  oB«  short  seasoa  h«  has  reached  the 
verge  of  bankraptcy !  1^  oivself,  I  pronoonoe 
liim  baaknipt  forvier  as  a  popular  sietesrcau. 

The  tenor  of  my  course  has  been,  I  oonfess,  lit- 
tte  noisy.  I  have  been  encoUTaged  io  msking  it ' 
*o  by  (Ke  improper  \tagth.  to  lybich  the  gentleman 
himself  hab  gone  to  the  other  extreme.  If  I  were 
to  say  it  was  the  unlucky  example  be  hits  girnt 
me,  whieb  alone  iadaced  me  Io  roliow  a  contrary 
eoune,  I  should  not  speak  the  trulh.  My  diffidenoe, 
and,  no  doubt,  iaeapacity  for  sinh  exertions,  hare 
bem  Ihe  main  reasons ;  and  I  sm  not  nbaraed  to 
eonfess  it,  for  I  bare  fro  hope  to  make  myself  ablet 
tbaa  Datare  iMended  f  shoald  be,  aad  no^ame 
to  appear  as  1  am.  I  acknowled^  that  the  gen- 
Oman's  example  and  ifae  situation  to  which  he 
has  broaght  himself,  infuenced  mycoadiict,  byre- 

freasio^mydesiretobeactiTejntbeHoDse.  When , 
saw  him,  like  a  ship  at  sea,  without  compass  or 
rad^r,  lOBwd  on  the  suKfes  of  his  passions,  driTco  at 
random  by  furious  aqDaTb  which  cooiiouallyAroae 
from  Unexpected  quarters  of  the  boundless  horizon 
of  his  faooy ;  when  I  saw  the  weathet-beatea  ap- 
paarance  his  piibtic  character  b^tn  to  wear — 
impoljtieoi  honors,  which  I  had  been  accuMfliRed 
to  look  on  with  clanoish  feelings  of  delight,  Meach- 
edand  dotteriaglike  tattered  canrass  io  the  winds ; 
sbore  all.  when  I  heard  It  whispered  that  he  had 
become  leaky,  I  confess  igy  want  of  boldness  was 
i>era«s«d.  I  ft»red  lo  trust  my  little  bark  to  the 
rode  sea  of  debate,  with  the  tempest  he  had  raised 
m  it  I  made  a  determinatioo  that  I  woald,  to 
employ  an  apt  term  in  use  among  seamen-,  bttg  the 
tend,  and  hold  a  safe  though  in^orious  course. 

The  HoDse  then  agreed  to  recede  from  their  dis- 
agreement to  the  ameiidment  of  the  Senate — 
ayes  45,  noes  36. 

Mr.  T.Itf.  Rardolph,  a  shoit  time  after  this, 
tott  aad  made  the  following  rauark* : 

'  Ut.  Spmker— A  bule  wfailr  staee  I  made  Hse  of 
some  very  seirere  and  harsh  laagnage  towaida  a 
g«BlkiBan  of  thia  Haute,  s«ch  as  I  acknowledge 
alW^ther  impnqxi:  to  be  used  io  it.  I  did  *o,b*- 
oause  I  baUsrtd  that  OMiain  uprassiona  oi  a  dta- 
mpaotfal  aatwewhioh  diopped  from  him.  wn« 
dinoied  to  ma.  It  striiek  me  that  they  ware,  if 
not  intaaded  to  insalt,  at  leait  an  aaparteaable 


freadom  with  me.  Bj  a  rapid  movement  of  my 
miod,  I  came  lo  a  resolution  not  to  ga  home 
with  such  a  loa^  on  my  feelings  as  wa^  imposad 
by  the  recoIlectioQ  that  the  treatment  I  had  re- 
ceived was  in  the  face  of  a  company  of  a  hundred 
men,  who  were  to  disperse  to-morrow,  and  spread 
my  disgrace  through  all  quartets  of  the  Uoioa. 
I  took  the  tesolniion  to  run  sU  rt&k;  to  brave  any  , 
daoger  which  1  might  possibly  incur,  and  by  a  se- 
vere retaliation  to  shake  ofi'  ihe  load  which  oppress- 
ed my  tpicits.  I  made  use  of  tbe  hnguase  yon 
heard,  and  I  addressed  it  particularly  to  the  gen- 
tleman who  1  con  scieo  lieu  sly  believed  hadinjuted 
me.  Since  that  I  have  been  told  by  six  or  sevea 
different  gentlemen,  that  1  was  mistakea ;  that  the 
words  were  not  directed  to  me;  that  they  were 
meant  for  aaother.  -  I  have  not  been  able  to  find 
one  who  would  agree  with  me  that  I  was  the  ob- 
ject of  thetn.  I  have  even  had' the  mottificatinn 
(o  be  a?k£d'  if  it  was  sot  a  studied  attack  on  my 
part  on  ihegentlenaD,  for  tbe  course  he  has  taken 
this  session.  I  disclaim  su^h  anlnientiua.  What- 
ever may  have  been  my  secret  thoughts,  I  had  ito 
wiali  to  utter  them  here.  I  could  not  have  done 
so  with  hoQot,  uni)roTDked|  for  private  reason*. 
1  have  nevfr  imagiaed  bucu  a  design,  nor  could 
I  to  answer  that  end  have  used  sncb  language  as 
part  of  what  I  uttered-  lam  conscious  of  tbe  dis- 
respect I  bave  Fhown  (he  House,  and  it  appeara 
that  it  is  DM,  as  I  supposed,  jostified  by  Ihe  neces- 
sity of  theoasc.  My  mistahewasboneBt  aadaat- 
iiral— I  regret  it,  and  the  eipretuons  I  tised  in 
(onseqtMoea  of  it. 

HAMET  CABAMAJ.LI. 

Tbe  Hoase  resolved  ttself  into  a  Commieiee  of 
the  Whola  on  the  bill  sent  from  tbe  Sraaie.  enti- 
tled "An  act  for  the  temporary  relief  of  Ha  mat 
Caratoalli."  ThebiUwasreponed wilboutaateod- 
aioii,  read  tbe  third  time,  and  pesaed-^yeaa  71, 
says  6,  as  followar 

Tim— Bran  Alnandei,  Willi*  Alston,  jun.,  Isaac 
Andersoii,  Joseph  Barker,  BurveD  Bsaelt,  George  H. 
Beding«r,  BQaa  BeMoo,  Bamabag  Bidirril.  John  Btake, 
Jan.,  Leri  Caan,  Jrin  Chandler,  John  Claiborne,  laba 
Clapton,  Pradarick  Coarad,  Jacob  Crowaiathiakl,  9aat- 
uel  W.DaUa, JshiiDavMipaTt,ji., John  D&WBan, Petar 
EailT,  Caleb  EUis,  Eb«D«Mi  Blm«,  Williav  £hr,  John 
W.  Epf«s,  William  Findley,  Jams*  Piskv  John  PowUr, 
Andrew  Oiegg,  Isaiah  L.  Onea,  Silas  Halse;,  DaTid 
Holmes,  Da-rid  Hongh,  John  O.  Jaduoa,  Walter  Jonea, 
,J<din  Lambert,  Joseph  Lewis,  jr.,  MaUbsw  Lyon,  Rob- 
ert Marion,  William  HcCreery,  Nioholas  S.  Mooia, 
Thomas  Moore,  Jeremiah  Morrow,  John  Mqrroir.  Gor- 
don S.  Momford,  Jeremiah  Nebon,  Thomss  Newton, 
inn.,  CSiikon  Olin,  Timothy  Pitkin,  jr.,  Josiah  (jnincj, 
Thomas  M.  Randolph,  John  Rhea  afTenneSMM,  Jolm 
Russell,  Peter  Saillv,  Martin  G,  .Schnnaman,  Jamea 
Sloan,  John  Smilie,  Hear;  Southvd,  Samod  Taggart, 
Benjamin  TaQmiulge,  Samoel  Tennej,  David  Thomas, 
ThomM  W.  Thompson,  Uri  Tracy,  KilUan  K.  Van 
Rensselaer,  Jomi^  B.  Vamuo,  Prieg  Wsikwordi, 
John  WhitihiU,  Brixrt  WbitahiU,  Nathan  Williams, 
WehMd  WioD,  and  Jaae[A  Winston. 

NiTi — £na  Darby,  Joai^  Maaters,  John  Rea  of 
Peanayliania,  Thomas  Semmotis,  Samuel  Smith,  aad 
Pand  B.  Williams. 
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April,  1806. 


COMFEKSATION  Of  DOORKEEPER,  &c 

Mr.  Conrad  moTed  ihe  followine  resolutions, 
which  were  read  and  agreed  to  by  the  House: 

Reaolwd,  Thai  the  Commitlee  of  Accounts  be 
aniborized  to  setile  and  adjust  the  account  of  T. 
ClailOD,  jr.,  for  his  services  rendered  (his  House 
during  ine  present  session,  and  allow  such  sum  as 
ihey  may  deem  due  him,  out  of  ihe  contingent 
fund  of  this  Hoase:  provided  the  same'shall  not 
exceed  one  hundred  dollars. 

Retdued,  That  the  Committee  of  Accounts  be 
auAorized  to  allow  oat  of  the  contingent  fond  of 
this  House,  for  the  servftes  and  aitendBDce  of  ft 
laborer  to  attend  the  Clerk's  office  and  Library  of 
Congress,  not  exceeding  at  the  rale  of  twelre  dol- 
lars per  month  for  the  said  services. 

fieaolved,  That  the  Clerk  of  this  House  be  au- 
thorized to  continue  the  oontracls  for  the  supyly 
of  stationery  and  printing  for  the  present  session, 
for  the  like  supply  at  the  next  session  of  Congress, 
if  the  prt^sent  contractors  shall  agree  thereto;  or 
otherwise,  that  he  advertise  for  toe  same  in  man- 
ner directed  by  the  resolution  of  twenty-eighth 
February,  one  thonsand  eight  hundred  and  five. 
And  that  he  be  moreover  directed  to  advertise  and 


APPOINTMENT  OF  COMMITTEES: 
.  Mr.  Sloan.— Mr.  Speaker,  I  ri»e  to  offer 
lesolutioDs  which,  if  adopted,  will  remote  some 
existing  difficulties,  and  greatly  expedite  business. 
Introductory  to  offering  these  resolutions,  I  ask 
the  indulgence  and  attention  of  this  House  to  a 
brief  recital  of  some  facts,  to  prove  the  necessity 
of  adopting  them.  If,  in  statiBg  these  facts,  any 
member,  or  other  person,  shonld  conceive  that  1 
speak'ioo  nlain  a  language,  or  discover  too  ntuch 
warmth,  1  beg  ihem  to  consider  the  maznitude 
of  thesubject— thatitistoeounteractadeadlyblow 
timed  at  the  vitals  of  our  (JoTerninent,  under  which 
we  have  enjoyed  near  thirty  years  liberty  and  inde> 
pendence,aod  proHperedin  a  manner  unparalleled 
in  history;  and  that  upon  a  just  and  true  state- 
ment of  facts  being  laid  ^before  this  House,  and 
the  public,  aadpassingajuil  sentence  therenpon, 
depends  the  continuation  of  that  happiaesi,  peace-, 
and  prosperity,  we  have  hitherto  enjoyM.  1  ali 
a^  the  attention  of  the  citizens  in  ihegatlerie 
in  *hich  I  include  both  the  Yazoo  speculator 
and  other  dishonest  cittzeos  (if  any  there  be)  i 

I  tbU! 

letest,  and  I 
diitinctioDs  as  were  lately 


the  green  gallery,  and  the  honest  citizens 
upper  or  white  gallery— tn  doing  which 
publicly  declare,  that  1  disclaim,  I  detest, 
abhor  all  such  invidious  diitinati  ' 
applied,  by  a  member  from  Virj 
zensin  the  galleries;  and  whic 
qucntly  applied  to  members,  within  these  walls, 
during  the  present  session,  as  evidently  tending  to 
destroy  the  peace  and  hopfuiess  of  the  eitizens  of 
these  United  States. 

Shall  mortal  man,  shall  inexperienced  youth, 
urged  on  by  a  vindictive  spirit,  and  the  most  im- 
petuous and  ungovernable  passions  that  ever 
were  permitted  to  rage  u  swiii  a  height,  in  any 
Legislative  body,  composed  of  freemen,  nnnding 


floor,  in  any  civilised  country — invade 
the  judgment  seat  of  the  Most  High,  and  aiidei-> 
take  to  judge  the  aeci«ts  of  the  hearts,  of  aot  onlj^ 
the  members  of  both  branchea  of  the  Legialatsre 
of  the  United  States,  but  also  of  the  oitixeai  in  the 
galleries?  Shall  any  member  of  this  Bouse  be 
permitted  to  declare  that  Yazoo  priiwiples  govern- 
ed the  high  court  ef  impeachment,  in  their  deci- 
sion on  the  trial  of  Judge  Ciiase;  and  alsothede- 
cisions  of  this  Houae  daring  the  prcMitt  senion? 
Shall  that  member^  mulufarioas  deelamntioo^ 
and  (groundless  acctisatioiw,  against  ibe  fint  oft- 
cers  of  the  United  Slates,  and  a  lai^  majority  of 
their  representatives,  (after  being  so  mnlilaied  ai 
scatcely  to. resemble  the  original,)  go  forth  withoet 
any  investigation  or  contradiction,  to  deceive  the 
innocent,  and  unsnspecting,— to  hold  np  that  mem- 
ber as  the  invincible  champion  ot  liberty,  and  that 
his  opposition  to  the  present  AdmivistratioD  flows 
from  the  tame  pure  motives  that  his  oppoaitioa 
to  the  former  AdminiBtration  didi  They  shall 
not. 
I 


their  Executive  and  Legislative  capacities;  under 
this  impression,  I  am  perfealy  in  unison  with  that 
member,  in  his  anxious  desire  for  pQblicity,sofu 
as  it  can  be  done  without  invading  (he  rights  ef 
the  Executive^  or  the  other  branch  of  the  Legis- 
lature, and  so  far  as  it  can  be  done  without  com- 
mitting the  interest,. safely,  and  peace,  of  the  Ciu- 
ted  States. 

He  shall  be  gratified— he  shall  have  poUieitr — 
his  portrait  shall  be  drawn  to  the  life,  accompa- 
nied with  explanatory  labels,  and  sent  lo  every 
Ert  of  the  Union,  that  the  people  may  not  oolf 
:aw  the  substance  of  his  declainatory  aecasa- 
tions,  but  be,  presented  with  a  view  of^  his  atti- 
tude, and  that  unparalleled  arrogance  with  which 
they  were  imposed  upon  the  memben  of  thia 
House,  bv  which  they  wiL  be  enabled  to  iudga 
whether  he  has  been,  and  still  remains,  the  cnam- 
pion  of  liberty  and  hoDcsly;  or,  whether  he  is  a 
disappointed  vindictive  declaimei  and  anjusl  ac- 
cuser of  our  Executive  and  members  of  Congress 
who  believe  it  tbeirduty  to  support  them  1 

We  are  told  in  a  good  old  book,  (which  that 
member  frequently,  quotes,  but  how  far  his  life 
and  .conversation  is  e^oosonant  with  its  excellent 
precepts,  f  leave  for  others  to  determine,)  that  the 
tree  is  known  by  its  fruit.  I  (rust  I  shall  not  be 
contradicted  when  I  say  that  ibis  criierioa  is  the 
best  (hat  ever  has  or  ever  can  be  given  whereby 
finite  beings  can  judge  with  propriety  the  conduct 
of  their  fellow  mortals.  A  sample  of  his  fruits 
shall  be  handed  to  the  public,  that  they  may  sec 
and  taste,  and  therehT  he  enabled  to  judge  for 
themselves  wheth«  they  are  good  and  wiude- 
some— yea  or  nay. 

Mr.  Speaker,  u>e  people-  ai<  alarmed,  thfy  an 
astonished,  lo  hear  that  a  member  of  Congress, 
who,  in  1803,  was  not  barely  a  supporter  <u  the 
present  Administration,  but  oae  of  its  warmest 
advoeaies,  in  the  ysai  1S06  declare  in  the  Houae 
of'  B^reaeniatives,  that  the  eondnci  of  that  same 
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ices  either  srou  ignorance  or 
evil  desiKD,  >i>(l  tbat  a  ptiBcijiaT  part  of  the  iogte- 
4ienti  oir  wbioh  his  mnttirorm  horangaea  are 
Oompoted  are  a  compoaad  of  iasiDuaiioaa,  iunen- 
does,  (tnd  positiTC  invectives,  against  some  mem- 
ben  of  iheEzecative  and  their  supporters.  Hence, 
amoBl  imporiaDt  qnesiioii  arisea :  Are  those  high 
officers  falluding  to  the  Preradent  and  Secretary 
of  Slate)  in  oui  Executive  depaitiaeDl  changed  ; 
or,  is  the  member  fiom  Virginia?  It  is  of  the 
highest  impoicance  to  these  United  States  that 
this  qnestinn  should  be  justly  and  speedily  de- 
cided ;  for  ihat  purpoae,  let  me  ask  what  proof 
ba«  he  brought  to  substantiate  bis  charges  against 
the  Administration  1  He  has  been  called  upon  in 
this  House  to  bring  forward  an  impeachment; 
this  he  baa  declared  he  will  not  do;  but  aiiU 
continues  his  declamatorjr  a^usaiion^  and  pro- 
jdaces  no  kind  of  lestioianj  to  support  hu  charges  i 
he  stands  alone  a  public  accuser  and  witness. 
Will  the  people  of  the  United  States,  the  tribunal 
to  whom  he  appeals,  pass  sentence  of  condemna- 
tion upon  the.  two  first  officers  of  the  Govern- 
ment, and  upon  a  great  majority  of  their  repre- 
■entatirea,  who,  having  the  same  opportunity  of 
knowing  the  conduct  of  those  officers,  and  from 
B  convictioo  that  they  have  faithfully  dischargsd 
their  duty,  siill  continue  iheir  full  confidence  and 
aopporl'?  I  trust  they  will  not. 

Mr.  Speaker,  as  the  people  of  the  United  States 
is  the  tribunal  to  whom  the  member  from  Vir- 
ginia has  appealed,  and  to  whom  he  has  preseitled 
Bis  multiform  harangues  and  declamatory  accu- 
G«lions,(I  will  not  call  them  Kpeeehesj  1  think 
them  as  unworthy  of  that  title  as  he  can  possibly 
think  his  fellow  repreaentaiive  of  the  same  State 
c^  being  styled  his  colleague  j)  I  conceive  it  ne- 
cessary through  the  same  medium  (that  is  to  say 
by  a  member  of  CoDgr.ess  in  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives) to  present  at  least  a  brief  statement 
of  the  defence  of  the  accused  and  the  conduct  of 
the  accuser.  Id  doing  this,  I  shall  not  pursue  bis 
course  by  invading  the  judgment  seat  of  Him 
who  only  knoweth  the  secret  imagioalioos  of  all 
hearts,  and  boldly  assert  what  were  his  motives ; 
but  as  he  has  adduced  no  proof  but  his  own  as- 
sertions, common  report,  and  hearsay  testimony 
from  those  feni  lhat  he  yet  styles  hii  very  worthy 
friends,  I  trust  I  am  correct  in  adducing  the  same 
kind,  to  enable  the  public  to  judge  for  themselyes 
what  are  his  motives,  which  1  will  now  proceed  to 
do,  with  the  addition  of  some  ineoutrovertible 
facts,  which  lam  persuaded  will  carry  conviction 
to  every  impartial  micd. 

.  Report  says  that  ihemember  from  Virgiaiacon- 
templated  a  voyage  to  the  south  of  France,  <» 
England,  for  his  nealth.  Did  be  wish  to  have 
been  appointed  Minister  to  one  of  those  Courts, 
that  he  might  have  had  a  chance  of  increasing 
his  property  as  well  as  his  health  ?  or,  is  be  so 
enamored  with  the  spark  that  has  emanated  from 
the  British  Court,  and  nowgliitera  in  this  city, 
that  be  in  anxious  to  behold  with  what  effulgence 
the  source  from  which  it  proceeded  slows?  Is  it 
from  this  source  that  he  has  received  information 
that  Qreat. Britain  stands  now  precisely  in 


.'  situation  that  republican  France  did  in  1793, 

that  she  is  fighting  the  battles  of  liberty,  that  her 
fleets  are  our  ooly  protection  from  Gallic  tyranny, 
and  that  she  has  a  ship  of  war  for  every  square 
league  of  the  ocean;  but  that,  if  we  ouend  her 
Minister,  he  will  not  barely  withdraw  bis  former 
most  gracious  protection,  but  wreak  his  vengeance 
upon  us  by  capturing  ail  out  vessels,  burning  all 
onr  seaport  towns,  and  driving  us  from  the  sea- 
coasts  over  the  noQDiains?  Is  iifrom  that  source 
that  he  has  received  infortBRiion  that  the  conduct 
oor  Executive  evinces  either  gross  ignorance, 
evil  design,  which  has  induced  him  to  with- 
draw bis  confidence  from  them  forever,  and  that 
he  is  the  only  irue  patriot,  the  only  honest,  inflexi- 
ble member  of  Congress  that  remains  uncontami- 
natedl   or,  to  use  his  own  metaphor,  that  is  not 
!t  melted  down  by  the  powerful  sunbeams  of 
leculive  favors? 

While  contemplating  the  invincible  power  of 

the  British  navy, has  be  also  been  enamored  with 

the  insolent  tyranny  of  the  commanders  of  her 

armed  vessels,  and  has  that  induced  him  to  pour 

forth  torrents  of  abuse  upon  those  members  of 

Cangress,  who  will  not,  in  all  cases,  agree  to  see 

ith  bis  eyes,  to  bear  with,  his  ears,  and  to  under- 

ind  with  bis  heart?  ' 

HaShe  been  so  enamored  with  the  conduct  of  the 

once  patriotic  statesman,  but  al^erwaid  apostata 

Burke,^  as  to  induce  him  to  make  a  puerile  attempt 

to  exhibit,  on  the  floor  of  this  House,  bis  impreso- 

iveaod  energetic  mode  of  delivery,  by  exerting 

his  weak  nerves  and  feeble  arms,  to-canse  the 

pens,  the  papers,  the  boobs,  and  the  hats,  to  fly  in 

J  direction,  insomuch  that^  if  tliey  had  bees 
ei  balls  instead  of  those  light  materials  the 
ericao  patriot  would  soon  have  been  left  to 
exhibit  the  remainderof  his  superlative  eloquence 
within  empty  walls? 

Upon  this  subject  an  all-important  question 
arises,  in  which  the  iatetcst,  the  peace,  and  the 
happiness  of  these  United  States  are  deeply  in- 
volved. Can  yon,  my  brethren,  memtwraol  this 
House,  frho  have  been  witnesses  of  those  scenes 
represent  to  your  constituents  the  actor  as  an  in- 
Sexible  patriot,  of  a  sound  miod,  influenced  by 
pure  motives,  and  views,  solely  dine  ted  to  the  pro- 
motion of  ibe  interest,  peace,  and  happinesaoi  the 
Union  j  or,  as  a  petted,  vindictive  school-boy,  in 
the  absence  of  his  master ;  or  as  a  maniac  in  hia 
straight-jacket, accidentally  broke  out  of  his  cell? 
Can  you,,  afler  being  chained  by  lhat  member 
with  refusing  to  lake  a  question  on  Saturday,  in 
order  that  you  might  serve  the  Lord  on  Sunday, 
by  holding  a  caucus,  and  thereby  be  corrupted-— 
nay,  further,  that  you  have  been  swindled  out  of 
your  opinion  in  half  an  hour  by  a  iew  individo- 
^s  round  the  fires,  and  after  his  charging  you  with 
having  your  eyes  fixed  on  the  half-way  house,  be- 
tween the  Capitol  and  Georgetown,  and  yotir 
views direcied  toward  our  next  Presidential  eleo* 
lion,  instead  of  the  great  business  of  the  nation; 
and  that  you  would  attend  to  nothing  but  writing 
circulars  and  newspaper  accounts;  that  is  to  say, 
you  were  not  disposed  to  fix  your  whole  attention 
upon  him — to  implicitly  obey  bis  mandates,  oi 
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tacitljr  acknotrledge  bim  e««ilsdi<:i 
I  say,  subscribe  to  the  troth  of  tboM 
Are  f  ou  prepared  to  acknowledge  that-  yoatk 
the  political  iavionr  of  bis  country,  and  to 
tanctioQ  his'  laoguage  and  bebaviour  on  ihe 
floor  of  this  House,  vhea  you  heard  tiim  ex- 
claim on  this  wise  :  Awaf  with  biro,  nway  with 
biiB,clapOD  the  crown  of  thorDB,  (clappiDf  hi> 
hand  OD  the  lop  of  his  bead,)  enieify  him,  craciff 
Kim,  (whirliog  his  feeble  arm  round  his  head,j 
thereby  placiug  yourselTeB  in  a  simitar  sitnatioa 
to  the  hard-hearted  Jews? 

Are  you  prepared  to  permit  that  member  to  in- 
vade the  Speaker's  chair;  to  behold  liiro  shutting 
bis  6st,  and  poioCiDg  directly  to  another  member, 
in  an  imperious  lone  of  voice,  not  only  orderliim 
to  sil  down,  but  to  go  down  the  back  stairs — de- 
claring that  was  the  place  for  him  1  And,  finally, 
have  you  beard  him,  with  approbation,  charge  aa 
aged  member  of  this  House.  (Mr.  Piwdlbt,)  with 
mumfalinff  eut  his  words  in  such  manner  that 
none  could  understand  him ;  and  call  him  an  cM 
toothless  driveller,  snperannnated,  and  in  his  sec- 
ond dotage;  more  especially' when  yoa  recollect 
that,  but  a  short  time  past,  he  styled  that  member 
bis  veperabteArtend,  bis  political  father,  and 
ktiowledgfd  it  an  honor  to  act  with  bimi 

1  trust  you  are  not ;  you  are  not  yet  prepared  to 
see  order  and  decorum  trampled  on  by  an  indi- 
vidual; Bor  common  deevncy,  and  that  respect 
for  age,  so  ptfongty  enjoined  by  the  taws  of  God 
and  man,  and  even  by  the  savages  of  the  vrilder- 
Be«9,  banished  from  these  wdls.  I  doubt  not  your 
beb^ding  the  foregoing  scenes,  as  I  have  aone, 
with  detestation  aud^  abhorrence,  and  will  repre- 
sent them  in  that  point  of  view,  to  your  ctinslitu- 
eniB,  when  you  return  home  ! 

I  will  novdetaia  the  House  with  a  detailed  ao- 
«ouat  of  that  member's  patriotic  and  paternal 
oare  ov«r  his  bom-book  scholara.  whicb,  linmedi- 
Btely  on  hearing  that  the  House  had  taken  up  the 
Briush  basiaess,  raised  bim  fn^m  a  sick  bed,  wing- 
ed bis  .speed  to  the  Capitol,  and  overcame  the 
weakness  of  his  feeble  Inme  in  so  admirable  a 
manner  as  to  enaUe  him  to  oi;cnpy  the  floor  al- 
most the  whole  of  the  two  first  days'  debate,  dis- 
playing a  degree  ofzcaluDparalleled  by  any  olb^r 
American  patriot,  to  guard  oar  weak  minds  from 
being  deceived  by  the  tools  of  that  Administration, 
which  his  peneiraiing  genius  alone  had  discov- 
ered, was  governed  euher  by  gross  ignorance  ot 
evil  design.  Todo  thie  would  be  to  writ^  a  volume. 
The  foregoing  brief  recital  of  a  few  of  the  most 
prominent  features  of  that  njembeHs  general  con- 
OUCt  dnring  the  present  session,  will.  I  conceive, 
be  sufficient  to  enable  the  citizens'  of  the  United 
States  to  decide,  with  propriety,  the  all-im  porta  ot 
question,  is  the  Eiecntive  or  the-  member  fVom 
Virginia  changed  1  Are  bis  charges  against  the 
Executive  founded  in  fact,  or  is  he  a  disappoitrted 
declaimer,  and  his  accusations  unfouoded  7 

1  will  now  proceed  to  state  the  facts  whicb  I 
premised,  by  whicb  the  ciiizens  of  the  United 
States  will  be  presented  with  indubitable  proof, 
that,  in  two  very  important  cases,  he  has  been  the 
principal  if  nor  the  sole  cause  of  greatly  emboi- 


rvsiing  the  Exeentlve,  whereby  e^nsiderahl*  low 
has  been  sustained,  and  probably  much  morewiH 
be,  and  the  inferior  officers  and  their  clerks  iBat»- 
rially  injured  by  being  unjusttf  kept  oat  of  tbeir 
salaries  for  a  considerable  time  after  ttiey  became 
due. 

Isi,  It  appears  by  Ihe  secl^JMrnal,  litelypab- 
Itshed,  thai  a  Message  of  ibe  President  of  the  6ik 
of  December  last,  Was  conaittedto  a  comnntiee 
of  stven,  of  whitm  the  m«mb«t  >froin  Tir^iBia 
was  chairman ;  that,  notwithstanding  the  entteal 
situation  of  the  belligerent  Powers  of  Bnivp^ 
which  rendered  it  esieniially  necessary  that  Cm- 
gresa  shonh)  act  immediately  upon  the  impor^rt 
subjects  coiriained  in'tbe' Message,  whioh  aid  not 
admit  of  a  moment's  delay ;  yet,  ootwrthatandiBg 
the  urgency  of  the  occasion  and  nHipiiude  al 
(he  object,  no  r^orl  was  made  by  that  cotemittee 
until'the  ihirdof  January,  a  space  of  four  week& 
For  tht  truth  of  this  asstjriton,  I  appeal  ta  tiu 
members  of  this  House ;  and  also  for-  the  great 
delay  and  embaTrassmeni,  a  bill  predieaBed  on  the 
aforesaid  Message  met  with  io  itspnssa^,  priner- 
p«Uy  from  the  onairman  of  that  committee,  who, 
I  am  fully  jiersuaded,  occupied  the  thot  at  least 
atne-tenthi  of  Ihe  wiiole  nme  of  the  debate  on 
■■id  bill;  by'which  means  its  passage  was  delayed 
in  the  House  of  Representatives  until  tbe  16th  of 
January  ;  whereas,  on  the  llthnf  Pebtnary,  18B3, 
a  report  of  a  committee  fin  appropriatiDg  two 
million  of  dollar*  for  a  similar  {Kirpose  wasmada, 
anfabitl  predicated  thereoa  passed  the  Hoaw  of 
Re[H'eseo  IB  lives  on  the  15th  of  tbe  samp  noDA; 
that  member  was  Aea  a  zealons  a^Tocate  ot  tke 
measure.    It  needs  no  cotiinMDt. 

3d.  Tbe  second  case  I  shall  adduee.is  bisdeUy 
in  bringing  forwttrd  tbe  appropriation  billa  fat 
Ihe  support  of  Qorcrnment,  Army,  and  Navy^ef 
the  United  States ;  the  approprialioo  for  the  Wa> 
Departtnenl,  passed  in  1S04,  on  the  lOth  of  Feb- 
roary  ;  and,  in  1605,  on  the  14th,  and  for  the  Navy 
in  1804,  on  Ibe  3Ist  of  January ;  and,  in  180&yOn 
Ihe  25hi  of  the  same  month ;  1S06,  two  months, 
or  more,  law. 

Notwithstanding  which,  that  member  has  as- 
serted on  this  floor  that  it  is  too  laie  for  tbe  Mil 
appropriating  two  millions  of  dollars  for  the  par- 
enase  of  the  Ploridas  to  have'  the  desired  euet ; 
that  tbe  battle  of  Austerliti:  wiH  prevent  a  ftror- 
abte  issue  of  our  negotiation  with  Spain  ;  or,  to 
use  bis  own  langaage,  with  France;  audbasalao 
charged  the  Executive  with  being  unable  to  send 
off  the  sloop  Hornet  with  despatches  for  want  of 
money ;  that  they  have  been  oUiged  to  diseooH 
notes  at  a  very  great  loss;  that,  in  so  doing,  they 
have  acted  worse  iban  tbe  former  Admioistratiod, 
who  resorted  to  eight  per  cent,  loans,  ifera,  lei 
me'ask,  if  ever,  before  ibis  session,  there  w«ssHeh 
an'  loauU  offered  to  the  House  of  Repteseotntives, 
and  to  the  Executive  of  the  United  States,  ■ 
for  an  Individual  member,  whose  businees,  m 
chairman  of  the  Coifamittee  of  Ways  and  Means, 
it  was,  to  bring  forward  and  attend  to  filling  np 
tbe  blanks  in  all  appropriation  bills — after  bsring 
neglected  or  refused  to  do  his  duty  in  the  proper 
and  usual    lime — rise  fhim  hiJ9  seal.  Dear  two 


1113 


mSTGBT  OF  CONGRESa 


AntrL,  IWft. 


Appointmaa  of  X^ominittee*, 


H.oJB. 


moDtlis  »fter,  and,  With  a  contemiinious  smile,  in- 
fonn  the  House  ihat  All-fools'  da^  was  at  hand, 
when,  ifwe  did  not  pass  the  bili  for  the  support 
of  OoTerBtnentj  ve  etioald  look  like  fools  indeed  1 
Thua  iddiitf  msnlt  io  injury,  \ij  charging  hit 
Own  raal-cODdaci  tt>  ibe  aceouat  of  injDred  mno- 

3d.  t  shall  nov  proceed  to  the  third  and  last 
charge  which  I  shall  at  this  lime  adduce,  Which 
bas  been  exhibited  by  that  member  asainst  our 
Executive  for  i^^>lying  to  dra^  monejr  from  the 
Treasury  for  ibe  purchase  of  the  Floridas,  previ- 
ous  to  an  appropriation  made  by  law  for  that  pur- 
pose ;  whicn  ia  refuted  by  thw  very  respectable  of- 
ficer, (he  Secretary  of  the  Treasur?,  to  whose 
testimony  ibat  naember,  after  publicly  declaring 
that  he  was  inferior  to  aoBe— nolwiihataodin^ 
which  he  had  been  scouted  from  the  Cabinet— is 
boiind  to  give  full  faith  and  credit.  ~it  is  in  a  let- 
ter addressed  to  the  honorable  Speaker  of  the 
House  of  Representatives,  bearing  date  April  15, 
1806,  in  the  following  words: 

*'  SiB ;  In  fnfwai  to  the  r«fiuat  coolaiaed  i&  th« 
reaohitlan  of  thi  HouM  of  Bepioeatatire*,  of  tba  Bill 
inatapt,  Ihave  the  honor  reipeclfullj  to  ilstAi.lliat  do 
■pplipation  has  besa  itiade  to  draw  money  from  the 
TreBsuiT,  for  the  purohaas  of  tlie  Floridae,  belbra  on 
appropriation  made  by  law  for  that  purpose." 
'  Mr.  Speaker,  I  trust  I  shall  not  b«  contradicted, 
when  1  assert,'  that  it  is  a  sound  prioeiple,  both  in 
law  and  cqpity,  that  proYing  one  part  of  the  (es- 
timoay  of  a  witueta  falw,  greatly  invalidaiev  if 
not  wholly  destroys  all  credibility  of  the  otner 
parts.  TbiB,  H>  use  that  member's  laTorite  phrise- 
olosy,  "  being  indisputably  done ;"  the  other  iDsia-. 
uations,  inuendae^  and  direct  cbarges  of  malcon- 
duct  agaiufil  the  Executive,  and  a.  majoiiiy  of  the 
members  of  Congress,  consequeatly  fallt  tutoJhat 
contempt  which  all  groundless  aecusaUitiuagaiiM 
tbe  innocent  justly  meiit. 

1  a)wl(  at  tbii  lime  pr«e«ac  to  TieW  hut  we 
mon  of  fliote  utnwrdinftry  prodDttioaa  wfiioh 
have  so  frequently  and  so  greatly  retarded  fte 
De<:es9ar)[  business  of  the  HoUse  of  RepKseala- 
tives  during  the  present  session. 

It  will  be  tememl^red  that  in  one  of  the  rhap- 
sodies of  the  member  from  Virginia,  after  inform- 
ing the  House  that  he  had  read  a  pamphlet,  called 
"War  in  Disguise,"  supposed  to  be  written  by  some 
(rf'  the  Briiisa  Ministry,  or  their  hirelings,  la  sup- 
port of  their  unjust  and  tyrannical  conduct  to 
wards  neutral  nations,  he  took  up  a  pamphlet, 
called  "An  Examination  of  the  British  Doctrine, 
which  subjects  to  capture  a  Neutral  Trade,  not 
ppen  in  time  til  Peace,"  and  with  as  much  ap- 
parent violence  as  he  could  possibly  have  exerted 
to  prevent  an  assassin  from  taking  his  life,  threw 
those  hated  pages  upon  the,  floor  of  (he  House,  to 
be  trodden  under  foot  by  men,  declaring,  that  of 
(his  pamphlet,  which  contains  204  pages,  his  ab- 
horrence of  its  contents  permitted  him  to  read  bat 
II.  This  needs  no  further  comment  than  tardy 
to  observe,  that  the  pamphlet  which  be  had  pe- 
rused, and  of  which  he  expressed  his  approbation, 
was  wtitteo  to  lupporl  injustice  and  tyranny  ;  ana 


the  other,  which  so  highly  excited  his  f ndlgnatlon, 
to-  sljow  the  baseness  of  such  doctrines^  and  to 
support  justice,  eqoal  liberty,  and  tht  inherent 
rights  of  man;  which  will  cause  the  author  of 
that  pamphlet,  and  his  supporters,  lo  shine  as 
stars  of  the  first  magnilode,  When  (he  admirers 
and  BUpportetH  of  British  Ministers  and  their  hire- 
Ihtgs  shall  be  consigned  to  eteNial  oooterapt  1- 

Mr.  Speaker,  affer  hearing  so  many  inrin 
tioBs,  inuendoes,  and  direct  accnsationa,  thrown 
oHl  against  our  EJxecutive,  and  a  majority  of  the 
merabeti  of  Oongtess,  Which,  if  b«ievtd,  must 
alienate  the  affeetkona  and  finally  destroy  the  eon- 
Sdenee  of  the  people  of  the  United  Btatee,  I  ood- 
ceive  it  a  dmy  enjoined  on  me  by  my  present 
station  10  lay  before  thn  House  the  foregmnff 
brief  statement  of  facts,  in  order  that  they  may  be 
published  for  the  perirsal  of  the  public,  and  to  op- 
posemy  opinion  to  that  of  the  member  from  Vir- 
ginia. My  opinion  most -decidedly  and  unequivo- 
cally is,  that  all  thedeclamatlOnBandaecasatioQs 
we  have  heard  from  tilm  agviosi  aay  branch  of 
OUT  Execulive,  so  faraa  it  ^oes  to  impeach  theit 
knowledge,  pudence,  or  integrity,  is  eatirehy 
groundless  and  contrariwise';  that,  as  far  as  has 
come  10  my  bnowiedge,  ouV  Bxecutire  in  all  its 
departments  has  discharged  its  duties  in  snch 
mMiner  as  to  meiit  the  approbacian  and  entire 
Conldenee  of  tlie  people  of  these  United  Sutes, 
To  theirgoodsenseaiidittTparrial  judgment  ileaM 
to  determine  whether  the  condtfet  rf  the  Exeeu- 
ttre,  and  a  majojity  df  iheHfluse  of  Representa* 
rives,  bad  fixed  on  them  a  slain  of  so  deep  a  die 
Ihat  all  the  waters  of  tbe  Potomac  Can  nevef 
wash  it  off;  or  whet  her  the  groundless  accusation 
of  that  member  has  not  indefibly  stamped  him,  WH 
barely  with  a  stain,  bats  ilenji  sable  hue,  which  all 
f  he  waters  of  the  Mississippi,  that  great  parent  of 
floods,  even  if  connected  with  riie  moet  powerful 
fuller's  soap,  can  ever  cleanse  or  change  to  ifs  na- 
tive color ;  and,  finally,  whether  a  member  of 
Congress  who  has,  to  the  utmost  of  his  power, 
fixed  in  battle  array  the  citizens  of  the  Bouln 
against  those  of  the  North,  and  the  West  aeainst 
the  East,  or  those  members  who  uniformly  ta- 
deavored  to  promote  love  and  barmony  among 
all  classes  of^citizens,  as  children  of  one  family, 
are  the  real  friends  of  the  in(erest,  liberty,  peace, 
and  happiness  of  these  United  Stales. 

I  shall  conclude  With  offering,  if  seconded,  two 
resolutions,  which  I  do  with  a  desire  to  have  ihem 
placed  on  the  Journal,  intending  to  call  ihem  up 
the  fi[?t  day  of  ihe  next  session.  1  offer  these 
resolutions  for  the  purpose  hereafter  of  keeping 
the  business  of  the  House  of  Represen  la  lives 
within  iu  own  power,  and  to  prevent  in  future 
the  most  important  business  of  the  nation  frota 
being  retarded  by  a  Chairman  of  the  Committee 
of  Waya  and  Means,  or  any  other  committee, 
■    Baltimore  or  eUewhere,  without 


from  going  to  Baltimore  or  eUewhere, 
leave  of  absence,  and  staying  six  days 


insulted  by  ohairmen,  or  other  members  of  the 
committees,for  calling  business  out  of  their  hands, 
aflet  having  kept  it  either  from  negligence  or 
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eyil  design  more  weeks  than  tbey  oogbt  to  have 
dune  dnvB.  To  prereat  in  future  the  Chairmaii 
of  ifae  Commitiee  of  Ways  and  Meaoi  from  keep- 
hig.for  moQcha  the  eali  mates,  foi  the  apprupriations 
tMcetsary  for  the  eDuiiog  year  in  aic  pocket,  or 
locked  up  in  bis  desk,  whereby  the  different  ap- 
propriaiioji  biHs  may  be  kept  back  (as  they  have 
beeni  this  teMioD)jo  the  great  injury  of  the  na- 
tion, as  well  as  individuaS ;  and,  finally,  (O'  pre- 
reot  hereafter  bills  of  imporiance  -beieg  brought 
forward,  an^d  forced  through  the  House,  near  the 
ctoM  of  a  session,  when  mBoy  meiabera  are  gone 
home,  and  the  mindB  of  those  who  remain  are 
uecestarily  turned  homeward  to  (heir  domestic 
concerns,  and  when  there  ia  not  time  for  that  full 
iareitigatioD  and  cool  deliharatioa  necesury  to 
decide  with  propriety  on  important  subjects,  by 
which  means  laws  may  be  passed  injntioui  to 
the  interests  of  the  United  States  and  derogatory 
to  the  character  of^the  House  of  Represents  tires. 

I  trust  every  member  of  this  House,  after  ex- 
perieocing  the  embari'aaaments  of  the  preseotses- 
sioB,  will  beimfttessed  with  the  necessity  of  prer 
.renting  them  in  fuiuie;  for  ttwt  purpose  1  offer 
thsBe  resohitioQs. 

Mr.  Sloan  then  submitted  the  fallowing  reao- 

JU*oleed,  TbM  berealUr  >U  standing  Mm mittees  of 
the  HoluB  of  RepceMDtatires  ibaU  be  apptunted  bj 
tklloC,  and  shall  ehooee  their  own  diairman. 

Saohed,  That  all  ccmmiltaM  of  the  House  o{  Rep- 
reientalivH  be  called  upoa  b;  the  Speaker  evgrj  Mon- 
day to  report,  unlaia  dispanied  wi)3x  bj  the  unaaimoiu 
consent  of  the  Uoiue. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  motioB  da  lie  on  the 
UbU. 

ADJOUBNMBNT. 

l^be  ofd^er  of  the  tUy  for  the  Hoase  to  resolve 
itself  into  a  Cooioniltee  of  the  Whde  on  the  bill 
aeni  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  re- 
lief of  Seih  Harding,  late  a  Captain  iathe  Nary 
of  ibe  United  States,"  was  postponed  indeQnitely. 

The  ordei  of  the  day  for  the  House  to  resolve 


itself  into  a  Commitiee  of  the  Whole  on  (be  bill 
sent  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act  to  exjdujv 
the  fifth  section  of  an  act,  entitled  'An  act  to  di- 
vide the  Indiana  Territory  into  two  separate  Gov- 
einmenis,"  was  postponed  indefinitely. 

The  order  of  the  day  for  the  House  to  resolre 
itself  into  a  Commitiee  of  jhe  Whole  on  the  bUl 
sent  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act  in  addition 
10  the  act  establishing  a  Mini,  and  i^ulsting  the 
coins  of  the  United  States,"  was  postpon^  in- 
definitely. 

The  order  of  the  day  for  the  House  to  resolve 
itself  into  a  Comtniltee  of  the  Whole  oa  the  bill 
for  the  relief  of  the  Governor,  Juidges,  and  Secre- 
tary, of  the  Indiana  Territory,  «-as  postponed  in- 
definitely. 

On  a  modon  made  and  seconded,  that  the  far- 
ther consideration  of  the  report  of  the  committee 
appointed,  on  the  twenty-first  ultimo,  to  inqnire 
into  the  conduct  of  Gideon  Granger,  PostmaAet 
General  of  the  United  States,  be  postponed  in- 
definitely :  it  was  resolved  in  tne  affirmative. 

Mr.  Eablt,^  from  the  committee  appointed  on 
the  part  of  this  House,  jointly,  with  the  commit- 
tee appointed  on  the  part  of  the  Senate,  to  wait 
on  the  President  of  the  United  States,  and  notifr 
him  of  the  proposed  recess  of  Congress,  reported 
that' the  committee  had  perfoiUea  that  serrice; 
and  that  the  President  signified  to  them  be  b^d 
no  farther  communication  to  make  during  the 
present  session. 

A  messiwe  from  the  Senate  informed  the  Hoaae 
that  the  Senate,  having  finished  the  l^islatire 
business  before  them,  are  now  ready  toaiOoarn. 

Ordtred,  That  a  menage  be  sent  to  the  Sen- 
ate to  inform  them  that  this  House,  having  com- 
pleted the  business  before  them,  are  now  about  to 
adjoDrn  until  the  first  Mondar  in  December  next; 
and  that  the  Clerk  of  this  HoDSe  dago  with  the 
said  message. 

The  C lent  accordingly  went  with  the  said  mci- 
sag«;  and,beJDgreinrDed,  Mr.SpuKBaadjonmed 
the  HoaM  until  the  first  Hoaday  in  Deeenaba 
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or  SUCH  rfioastsima  of  thi  mtsr  snsioN  of  the  nikth  ooNGRsge,  ab,  subdto  the  titfE  thet  werk 

DBPEHDINO,  WXRB  ORSIBSD  TO  BE  KEPT  BECRtn',  AND  RXSPECTTINa  WHICH  THE  INJUKCTION 
or  SICRICT  WAS  AnBBWABDB  TAXBN  OFF  BT  OEDEB  OF  THE  HOUSE. 


FuDAT,  December  6, 1905.  ' 
The  Spiakeb  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
and  cotnmHBickiioQ  from  ibe  PBEaiDEMT  of  thb 
Ukited  Statcb,  whicb  were  re«d. 

Ordered,  Tbal  the  uid  letter. and  commiiDiea- 
tim,  togetbet  with  the  ilocumeota  aocompauying 
the  itme,  be  referred  to  Mr.  Ji»h  Randolph, 
Hr.  NioBOLaoH,  Mr.  John  C.  Smith,  Mr.  MuH- 
roHD,  ^r.  WiLLiAMB  of  South  Car9lUa,  Mt.  Bio- 
VELii  and  Mr,  BaowK. 

Fbidat,,  Jannarr  3, 1806. 

Mr.  John  Randolph,  from  tbe  committee  to 
whom  was  referred  tbe  MessHge  and  cemmuoiaa- 
tios  of  tbePteudeDi  of  theUailed  Stales,  of  the 
■ixth  of  December  last,  together  with  the  docu- 
ments accoaipBD]ring>  tbe  same,  made  »  report 
tbereapon,  u  follows: 
Bepovt  of  the  cainmittea  to  whom  ware  referred  tiie 

MMuge  of  the  Freaident  of  ths  United  StaUa,  ol 

the  tilth  December,  IBOfi. 

Tha  comnutta*  hare  beheld,'  with  jnit  Indignttian, 
the  boMile  ^irit  manifteted  bj  the  Court  of  Madrid 
tovanJa  tbe  GoTemmenl  of  the  (Jnited  States,  in  with- 
holding Ibe  ntifieation  of  ha  conTentioo  with  as,  ■!- 
diongh  ligned  bj  it*  nrn  MiaietBi,  under  the  eje  of 
Us  BoTCTeIgn,  unless  with  alterations  of  its  terms  %£• 
faoting  clsims  of  the  United  States,  which,  bj'the 
ezpreis  cendition  of  th«  instnuaent  itMlfi  were  reaerr- 
•d  for  future  discussion :  in  piratical  depredationi  upbn 
our  f*ii  commerce;  in  obstructing  the  nsTigation  of 
the  Mobile ;  in  refoainr  to  come  la  a^  fait  and  ami- 
caMe  adjutmaot  of  ttie  bonodarie*  of  Lonishna;  and 

a  daring  rioUKon,  by  penona  acting  onder  Ae 

_  irltj  of  Spain,  and,  BO  d 

BMatti  and  riews,  of  our  ui 

had  sokmnl;  Mcognieed  hj  treaty. 

To  a  GaTennent  hariig  iatateet*  diit 
of  its  pac^e,  and  diDaguding  theii  waUare,  here  is 
■nide  cansa  ioT  a  foqnal  dedaration  of  war  09  the  part 
at  tbe  ]I7iuted  Stalas,  and  sadi,  did  the;  obij  Os  uor 
pnlaa  of  their  EBeliag*  aloBe,  i*  the  eoune  which  the 
osauuittaa  would  not  haaitate  to  reeommaiul ; ,  but,  to  a 
GoTarmuent  identified  with  itst^tlzens,  too  hx  removed 
fium  the  pnweifid  nations  of  the  euth  for  its  safe^  to 
be  endangered  b;  their  hostility,  peace  moit  dways  be 
desirable,  so  long  aa  it  is  compi^ble  with  tlie  honor 
and  intsseat  of  the  communis. 

Whilst  the  United  States  continue  burdened  with 
debt  which  annnall;  abaorbs  two-thirds  et  tiitii  ren 
nna,  and  duties, open  imports  ciHislitate  the  only  n 
•onrcp  from  which  that  rerenue  can  be  raised,  withont 
resorting,  to  systems  of  taxation  not  more  miDoua  and 
oppreaaiie  than  they  are  HncOTtain  and  (reeaiiens,  the 


ctftom  these 


When 


interests  of  the  Union  cij  aknid  for  peace, 
that  debt-shall  have  been  discharged,  and  the  (m 
of  die  nation  thereby  hbeiMed,  then  may  we  ratiMtllT 
expect  to  raise,  eien  in  timeof  war,  theeupplieawhiiu 
our  frugal  inatitntious  rehire,  without  recurring  to  the 
hateful  and  destructlTe  eipedient  of  bans ;  then,  and 
not  till  then,  may  we  tad  deSahoe  to  the  ,world.  The 
present  moment  is  peculiarly  auspicieos  for  this  great 
and  deaii'able  waft.  Now,  if  eiec,  the  national  debt  is 
to  be  paid  by  such  financiid  arrangeiUents  as  will  ae- 
celente  its  eitibotion,  by  rea^g  the  rich  berreat  of 
nentraHty,  and  thus  proriding  fat  that  diminution  of 
rerenoe  which  eipenenca  teaches  us  to  expect  on  the 
general  pacificaticu  vf  ^nrape.  And  the  committee 
indulge  a  hope  that,  in  the  changed  aspect  of  adairs  in 
Uiat  quarter,  Spain  will  find  motives  for  a  just  fulfil- 
ment of  her  atlpuUtionn  with  ,ua,  and  an  amicable  set- 
tlement of  limits,  upon  terms  not  more  beneficial  to 
the  United  States  than  advantageous  to  herself,;  secu- 
ring 10  her  an  ample  barrier  on  'he  side  of  Heiico, 
and  to  us,  the  countries  watered  by  the  Missinelppi,  and 
to  the  eastward  of  iU  But,  whilst  the  committee  per- 
ceire,  in  the  general  npnmr  of  Europe,  a  state  of  things 
peAnSarlr  favorable  to  the  peaceable  pursuit  of  our 
beat  inte^ssts,  diey  are  nnthar  ineenaiUe  to  the  indig- 
nity which  has  been  o&nd  on  the  pnt  of  Spain,  nor 
unwilling  to  i^el  aimilar  aattmgo.  On  the  snl^e«t  of 
■dMefcnoB.  whaa  the  tewilOTj  ef  tbe  United  States  k 
uisnlled,  then  can  be  b«t  or      -'-' ""^ ""- 


..   .  thstptolee- 

..._  . .  ._  ear  barboM  shall  he  ex- 

tended to  her,  by  die  nMion,  in  the  Jhdian  or  Chinese 
—- 1    Under  this  unpresaioii,  the  committee  submit  the 


following  resolutioi.  _ 
"  Saohed,  Thatsuch  number  of  troops  (noteicoed- 

ing }  as  the  Preeideiit  of  tbe  United  States  ahall 

deem  sufficient  to  protect  the  southern  frontieis  of  the 
United  States  bom  Spanish  inroad  and  insult,  and  to 
diastise  the  sam^  be  inlmediatBly  raised." 


whole  HooiB  OB  MoDdnr  nejit.    - 

On  a  motion  made  and  seconded  that  the  Hease 
do  come  to  to  the  fdlowing  resolntioae : 

Se$oiMd,  That  9 be  ^pfiapriatad  by  law  for 

the  paii»aaa  of  defiaying  any  extnordinary  expeiuee 
whiidi  may  be  incurved  in  the  intercourse  between  the 
United  Stales  sod^  ibreign  nations,  to  be  paid  ont  of 
any  moneys  in  the  Treasnryi  not  otherwise  appropri- 
ated, and  to  be  applied  luidei  tbe  direction  of  the  Frea- 
idenl  of  the  United  Stat«,  who  shell  bsTe  authority, 
if  necessary,  to  borrow  the  said  sum,  or  suj  part  there- 
of in  behalf'  of  the  United  Steteo,  at  a  rate  of  interest 
not  exceeding  six  pst  centum  per  annum,  and  shall 
cause  an  acconot  of  the  expenditure  thereof  to  be  laid 
befcre  Congre*  a*  B9on  sa  ma;  be. 
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Boohed,  Tlut  tha  additional  duty  of  two  tod  ■  half 
per  cenlam  ad  valanm,  impoKd  b;  w  act,  entitled 
"Am  act  further  to  protect  ne  oammetce  and  aeaman 
of  thf  United  Stales  agaimt  the  Baibaiy  Power*,"  be 
continued  fta years. 

Ordered^  Thai  the  said  resolutions  be  commit- 
ted to  the  Commiitee  of  the  whole  House  to 
whom  is  committed  ihe,befoire  mentioned  report 
of  the  committee  od  the  Message  and  communi- 
catioa  of  the  Prendeot  of  tha  United  States,  of 
the  sixth  of  December  laaL 

MoKDAT,  Januny  S, 
Tbe  Home  nsoked  itself  into  a  ComittiNec  of 
die  Whole  on  the  report  of  the  commiiiee  to 
whom  were  referred  Ine  Heisaee  anti  commanf- 
eation  frtim  the  President  of  the  Untted  States, 
of  the  sixth  of  December  laai,  and  the  documents 
accompaaving  the  same,  as  also  tbe  resolutions  re- 
ferred to  the  said  Committee  of  the  whole  House 
on  Friday  last ;  and,  after  some  lime  spent  there- 
in, the  Committee  rose,  rep,oiiedprogiess,and  bad 
leare  to  sit  again. 

Tdbbdat,  Jknaary  7. 

Od  b  motion  made  and  sceooded  that  the  Home 
do  come  to  the  foilowiag  resctlurton  : 

Raohed,  That  any  arraDgemeiit  of  limita  between 
the  United  Statea  and  Spain,  whiA  ahall  leeute  to  hei 
an  ample  border  on  the  lide  ofHexico,  and  to  the  Uni- 
ted Stales  the  GouDtrica  watered  by  the  Migaiagippi,  and 
to  the  eaelward  uf  it,  will  meet  the  approbation  and 
support  of  this  House  ; 

Ordered,  That  .the  said  resoIuiioD  be'coBHait- 
tad  to  the  OommiKee  of  the  whole  House  to 
whom  is  referred  ibe  report  of  the  eommittoe  ok 
the  Menage  and  oomrnvnicatioD  ivoia  the  Pr«u- 
deatof  tkeUnlMd  fttate^»l  the  ainh  of  Hwent- 
b*r  last,  and  the  tfoeuaeais  aceompaBfiof  the 
■tme,  as  also  two  reaolutkms  ref^rted  (otbe  «mqs 
Cemmiltee  of  the  i*ho>e  Houseon  Friday  last. 

The  Htmse  then  Ognin  resoWed  itself  into  ■ 
Committefi  of  ;he  Whole  on  the  said  report  and 
resoluiions,  and  after  some  time  spent  therein,  the 
Committee  rose,  reported  progress,  and  bad  tears 
to  sit  again. 

WBDRBkBAT,  JaBuWy  & 

The  House  «gst9  reaolTed  indf  ituo  a  Oom- 
miuee  of  the  Whole  on  ihe  repwt  of  thtf  Mmmit- 
tee  to  whom  were  referred  a  MeeMge  aiid  eom- 
moDlcatioa  from  the  Pteaideut  of  the  United 
States,  of  Ihe  sixth  of  DecBmbet  tast,  tad  Ibc 
documeais  aocompMnyiair  ^^  sane;  as,  also, 
OB  two  reflolniioin  refeired  to  the  tane  Caminit- 
tee  of  the  Whole  on  Friday  last,  end  one  other 
Kaolntion  referred  to  the  same  ComnlittiM  of  the 
Whole  on  Tuesday  lastj  and,  after  some  tim« 
spent  therrfn,  the  Committee  rose,  and  reported 
inogress,  and  had  leave  to  sit  again. 

TaoRODAv,  January  9. 

The  House  amiD  r«R«)7ed  itsetf  into  k  Com- 

mitlee  of  the  Whole  on  the  rapoN  of  x  commit' 


tee  to  whom  were  referred  a  Message  and  coib- 
municaiipo  from  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  of  ttte  stztfa  of  December  last,  and  the  doc- 
uments accompanyiDg  the  same ;  as,  also,  on  two 
resolutions  referred  to  tkesameConimiiteeof  the 
Whole  on  Friday  last,  and  ope  other  resoludoa 
referred  to  the  same  Committee  of  the  Whole  on 
Tuesday  last;  uid,4&er  some  time  spent  therein. 
the  Committee  rose,  reported  progress,  and  hu 
leave  to  sit  agtiia. 

FniDAT,  January  10. 
The  Hoase  again  reaolved  its^  into  m  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  on  the  report  of  the  eoHitut- 
tee  to  whom  wer«  refeired  a  Messag*  tmi  eon- 

m'unicaiion  from  the  President  nf  Um  Uaiicd 
States,  txf  the  aistii  of  Decembo'  latt,  and  the  doc- 
nineDla  aocompnryinf  the  sane;  asiabo,  on  two 
resolntioBs  refen«d  to  the  smne  Comnittee  t^  tin 
Whole  on  PridBy  last^nadon  one  oOrar  icMhitian 
referred  to  the  same  Gomi*it«ee  of  the  Wbola  on 
Tuesday  last ;  and,  after  some  time  ^eat  theten, 
the  Committee  rose,  and  reported  to  the  House 
their  disagreemeni  lo  the  resolution  eontained  in 
the  report  of  the  committee  aforesaid ;  also,  their 
agreement  to  the  firM  of  the'  two  resohiCioDs  re< 
ferred  to  them  on  Friday  last,  with  sundry  amend- 
ments; BDdjfurther,  that  Ihe  said  GommiUee  of  the 
Whole  not  having  time  to  go  through  ifae  whole 
of  the  business  retefred  lo  themj  ask  fijrleBve  to 

On  the  queMioti  that  the  CommlRee  of  the 
WItole  bare  leave  to  sit  again,  it  passed  id  the 

uHtent.  Tliat  tile  report  of  the  Corottiitee  of 
the  Whole' do  lie  on  Ae  raMe. 


BB-mlBsy,  Janwy  11. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  Jeport  of 
the  Committee  of  the  Whole,  made  yesterday,  on 
Ihe  report  of  the  committee  to  whom  was  referred 
ibe  Message  and  communicatioQ  from  the  Presi- 
dent of  [he  United  Slates,  of  the  sixth  of  Decern- 
bu  last,  and  rondrTTpsolatioiH  of  the  ihird  and 
seventh  i»iiBBH.  ■  Wheietipon,  tJwresoLutioBcok- 
tiMiied  in  theHpottofibeDoaMnkteeastkePnat- 
deBi's  MesaBgB)  8fMBMid,jbeingieMi,in  ttm  wwh 
following,  Co  wit; 

"Rtmhid,  TbalMefeFnuBAeT<ift(wpi,BM'««Md- 
hf ,  u  ttab  Pre<iamt  Of  On  United  BMm  du0 

United  StMM  ftotn  SpeiriA  inroad  Uid  inM^  od  I* 
tliaalln  tile  eaMw,  Kb  InttaedbUetr  ndssd." 

The  oueatloQ  was  ttken,  tbdl  the  Hoose  dn 
agree  with  the  Coramiltee  of  the  Whole  in  their 
disagreement  to  the  same,  and  resolved  in  tbt 
affirmative— yeas  72,  nays  58,  as  follows : 

Yeas — Willis  Alston,  jvm^  kaae  Andersen, 
David  Baf4,  JoMuh  Barker,  George  M.  Bedinger, 
BamabBB  Bidweil,  Phahnel  Bishop,  John  Blake, 
iBn.,  Thomas  Blotini,  Boberi  Blown,  John  Bovte, 
William  Butler,  Oeorge  W.  Campbdl,  Levi  Ca- 
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iQshi«td,  Richard  CUtts,  Ezra  Duby,  WiUum 
'  Dickson,  Eliaa  Earle,  Jamea  Elliot,  Bbenezer  El- 
mer, JoDD  W.  Eppee,  William  Findley.  James 
Fisk,  Edwin  Omy,  Andrew  QregE,  Iteiah  L. 
OreM,  Silas  Halsey,  Jdo.  Hamilton  Jas.  Holland, 
Darid  Holmes^  John  Q.  JacksoD,  Tnomas  Kenan, 
Nehemiah  Knight,  Joho  Lambert,  Michael  Leib, 
Robert  Marion.Josiah  Masters,  David  Meriwether, 
Nicholas  R.  Moore,  Thomas  Moore,  Jeremiah 
Morrow,  John  Morrow,  GKdeon  Oiin,  John  Pugh, 
Thomas  H.  Randolph,  John  Rua  of  Pennaylva- 
nia,  John  RbM  of  Tennetsee,  Jacob  Richards, 
John  Rnssell,  Martin  Q.  Bcbaneman,  Ebenezer 
Seaver,  James  Sloan, John  Smilie,  O'BrieD  Smith) 
Henrr  Southard,  Richard  Stanford,  Joseph  Stan- 
ton, David  Thomas,  Uri  Tracy,  Joseph  B.  V* 
nnm,  John  Whitehill,  Robert  White  hill,  David 
R.  Williams^  Marmaduke  WiUiains, Nathan  Wil- 
liaias,  and  Thomas  Wynos. 

Nats— John  Archer,  Burwell  Bassett,  Silai 
Bettoo,  James  M.  Broom,  Joseph  Bry^O)  John 
Campbell,  Martin  ChitteitdeD,  John  Claiborne, 
Christopher  Clark,  Joseph  Clay,  Qeorge  Clinton, 
jtin.,  Samuel  W.  Dana,  John  Davenport,  jun., 
Peter  Early,  Caleb  ElUs,  William  Ely,  John  Fow- 
ler, James  M.  Oamett,  Charles  Ooldcborouah, 
Seth  HastinKs,  David  HooKh,  Walter  Jones,  Jas. 
Kelly,  Joseph  Lewis,  jun.,  Henry  W.  Livingetan, 
Matthew  Lyon,  Patrick  Magruder,  William  Mc- 
Creety,  Jonathan  O.  Mosely,  Jeremiah  NeUon, 
Rneet  Nelson,  Thomas  Newton,  juo.,  Joseph  H. 
Nicholson  Timothy  Piikio.  jun.;  Josiah  Q,aincy, 
John  Randolph,  Peter  Sailfy,  Thomas  Sandford, 
John  C.  Smith,  John  Smith,  Samae]  Smith, 
Thomas  Spalding,  William  Stedman,  Lewis  B. 
Sturges,  Samuel  Tas^rL  Benjamia  Tallmadge, 
Samuel  Tenney,  Philip  R.  Thompson,  Thontas 
W.  Thompson.  Abram  Trigg,  Philip  Van  Cort- 
landt,  Eiltiai)  K.  Van  Rensselaer,  Daniel  C. 
Verplanck.  Peleg  Wadsworth,  Matthew  Walloti, 
Eliphalet  Wickes,  Alexander  Wilson,  and  Joseph 
Winston. 

The  Honse  then  proceeded  to  consider  the 
amendments  repotted  by  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  to  the  fint  resolution  referred  to  them,  on 
the  third  instant,  which  resolation  and  amend- 
ments beingread,  as  follows: 

Raohtd,  That dollan  be  ajqiroiiriated,  by  law, 

tot  thepnrposaof  dafravingaD7Bitr«ardin>rve3petuea 
which  may  be  iiicamd  in  the  intocourse  balween  die 
United  Slates  and  Ibtrign  Dafioaa,  to  b«  paid  oal  of 
anv  moBeys  in  the  TreaMrj,  net  otherwte*  ■pptopri*. 
tod,  and  to  be  qiptiad  noder  the  direcUra  of  the  Pmi- 
diDt  of  the  Onhed  StatM,  who  shall  have  antboiity  to 
bonow  the  said  ma,  or  any  fart  thaseoft  on  behalf  ef 
the  United  State*,  at  •  rate  of  hiteceri 


Setani.  Strike  oat  the  words,  "  any  eitraordinary 
expends  which  may  ba  incnn-ed  in  the  uiteioonrae  be- 
tween the  United  States  and  foreign  natioiu,"  and  in- 
sert "  tlie  expanM  which  mi;  be  inclined  in  the  pur^ 
cluae  of  tba  SpeniA  terriliuie*  lying  on  tho  AUantio 
ocean  and  Golf  of  Mexico,  and  eastward  of  Ibe  Mts- 


The  first  of  the  said  amendments,  to  fix  a  pre- 
amble to  the  resolution,  being  aAio  read,  it  was 
mttved  In  amend  the  said  preamue  by  preceding 
it  with  the  following  words : 

"  Fiance  haTing  transferred  lo  die  United  Sulaa  the 
sovereign^  of  I/ouisianB,  emlnadng  exieniive  but  nn- 
dsfined  conntriea,  ceutiguons.to  the  Spanish  province 
of  New  Mexico,  and  Spain  retaining  the  nverngn^  of 
territotie*  on  the  Atlantic  ocean  and  Gulf  of  Meziao, 
detuhed  from  her  othsi  American  pew  seal  wia,  but 
whoee  local  pomtion  render  Otem  deniaUe  to  the  Uni- 
ted States ;  and," 

And  on  the  question  thereupon,  it  was  reeolVed 
in  the  aSrmative-~yeas  74,  qaya  57,  as  follows: 

Yeas — Isaac  Anderson,  John  Archer,  David 
Bard,  Burwell  Bassett,  George  M.  Bedinger,  Silas 
Betton,  James  M.  Broom,  John  Campbell,  Levi 
Casey,  Martin  Chilieoden,  John  Claiborne,  Chris- 
topher Clark,  Joseph  Clay,  George  Clinton,  jun., 
John  CloptOD,  Samuel  W.  Daoa,  John  Daven- 

fort,  jun.,  Peter  Early,  Caleb  Ellis;  WiHiam  Ely, 
ahn  Fowler,  James  M.  Gamett,  Charles  Gkilde- 
borougb,  Edwin  Gray,  Seth  Hastings,  David 
Holmes,  David  Hough,  John  O.  Jackson,  Walter 
Jones,  James  Kelly,  Thomas  Kenan,  MIehael 
Leib,  Joseph  Lewis^  inn.,  Henry  W.  Livingaton, 
Robert  Marion,  Josiah  Masters,  William  MeCree- 
ry,David  Meriwether,  Nicholas  R. Moore,  Thom- 
as Moore,  John  Morrow,  Joaathan  O.  Moaaly, 
Jeremiah  Nelson,  Thomas  Newton,  jun.,  Joseph 
H.  Nicbobon,  Timothy  Pitkin,  jun.,  Josiah  Qaid- 
r,  John  Randolph,  John  Rea  of  Pennsylvania, 
I'homas  Sammoos,  John  C.  Smith,  John  Smith, 
O'Brien  Smith,  Samnel  Smith,  Thomas  Spald- 
'  ig,  Riehard  Stanford,  WilRam  Stedman,  Lewis 


B.  StnrgeE,  Samnel   Taggart,   Benjamin  Tall- 

'       ^  '    ""     >ey,  PhUip  R,  Thoo 

X UVUAV0    TV.    X ijvLupWo,  Abram  Trigg,  L  uu^ 

Van  Cortlaodt,  EUlian  K.  Van  RensseTaer,  Dan- 


madge,  Samud   Tenney,  Pbilip  R.  Thompaon 
Thomas    W.  Tjiompioo,  Abram  Tri^,  Phil^ 


1  be  laid  before  CongFBM, 


of  the  ez] 


FirH.  Prefix  a  pieainlde.  bi  the  words  tallowing,  to 
vrit ;  "  Whereas,  in  the  settlement  of  onr  diflerenoe* 
vrith  Spain,  it  may  be  to  the  inlerert  of  the  United 
Slate*  to  procore  a  cesnon  of  the  Spanish  tenritories 
eatfward  of  tlie  river  Miasisiippi,  by  pnidme  to  m- 
aUe  the  Preddent,  in  eSwsting  socb  pnicbasa,  to  secnie 
to  Ae  Uiuted  States  dn 
flth  Cow 36 


iel  C.  Verplanck,  Peleg  Wadsworth,  Eliphalet 
Wickes,  David  R.  WiKams,  Marmaduke  Wil- 
liams, Alexander  Wilson,  Joseph  Winston,  and' 
Tbonias  Wvnns. 

Nats— Willis  Alston,  jun.,  Joseph  Barker,  Bar- 
nabas Bidwell,  Phanuel  Bishop,  John  Blake,  jun., 
Thomas  Blount,  Robert  Orown,  John  Boyle,  Jo- 
seph Bryan,  William  Butler,  George  W.  Camp- 
bet),  John  Chandler,  Matthew  Cby,  Frederick 
Conrad,  Orchard  Cook,  Jacob  Crown inshield, 
Richard  Cutts,  Ezra  Darby,  William  Dickson, 
Elias  Earle  James  Elliot,  Eoenezer  Elmer,  John 
W.  Eppes,' William  Fiodley,  James  Fi^,  An- 
drew Qregg,  Isaiah  L.  Green,  Silas  Haliejr  John 
Hamilton,  James  Holland.  Neheraiah  Knight, 
John  Lambert,  Matthew  Lyon,  Patrick  Masru- 
der,  Jeremiah  Morrow,  Riwer  Nelson,  Qioeon 
OUd,  John  Pogh,  Thomaa  M.  Randolph,  John 
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BLhea  of  Teiio«i»ee,  Jqoob  Richards,  John  Rus- 
sell, Peter  Sailtjr,  Thomas  SaDdroid,  Martin  G. 
SchMtefflSD,  Ebeoezer  Seav«T,  Jatnes  Slmn,  Jobn 
S[nilie,Henr7  Southard,  Josepb  Stanton,  David 
Thomas  Uri  Tracy,  Joseph  B.  Vamum,  Mat- 
thew Walton.  John  WhitehiU,  Robert  Whitehill, 
ftnd  Nathan  WilliaiDs. 

And  then  the  said  preamble,  as  amended,  beioii' 
under  consideratioD,  it  was,  on  motion,  ordered  to 
lie  on  the  table. 

Monday,  January  13. 

The  Houte  resumed  the  coDaideration  of  the 
leport  of  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  of  Friday 
UaC:  Whereupon,  n  motion  was  made,  and  the 
question  being  put,  that  the  said  report  be  recom- 
milted  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole,  it  passed 
in  the  negative. 

And  thro  the  second  ^mendmeot,  reported  by 
the  said  committee,  lo  the  first  resolution  referred 
to  them,  bebe  again  read  as  follows: 

Strike  (rat  the  words  "  an;  extrsonliliary  expenses 
which  maj  b«  incuiniil  in  the  intercourse  between  the 
Dnitsd  HUtss  snd  foreign  nations,"  and  iascrt  "the 
expeocs  which  may  be  incurred  in  the  purchase  of  the 
Spsniab  Territories  lying  on  the  Atlantic  ocean  and 
Gulf  of  Mexico,  aitd  esatnord  o/the  Misiissippi :" 

The  question  was  lakeu  that  the  House  do  con- 
cur  wim  the  Committee  of  the  whole  House  in 
tlteir  apeement  to  the  said  amendment,  and  re- 
■olred  in  [be  affirmative— yeas  74,  nays  58,  as 
follows: 

YB«a— Isaac  Anderson,  lohn  Archer,  David 
Bard,  Burwelt  Basseit,  George  M.  Bedinger,  Silas 
Ballon,  James  M.  Broom,  John  Campbell,. Levi 
Cvey,  Martin  Chittenden,  John  Claiborne.  Chris- 
topher CI  ailc.  Joseph  Clay,  Matthew  Clay,  George 
CuotMi,  ir^  John  Clopton.  Leonard  Covitigtoo, 
Samuel  W.  Dana,  John  DavKOport,  jr.,  Caleb 
Gllis,  William  Ely.  Jojin  Fowler.  James  M.  Gar- 
nett,  Charles  Goldsborough,  Edwin  Gray,  John 
Hamilton;  Selb  Hastings,  David  Huioies,  David 
Hougb.  Waller  Jones,  James  Kelly,  Thomas  Ke- 
nan. Michael  Leib,  Joseph  Lewis,  jr.,  Henry  W. 
Livingston,  MatthewLyon,  Riiberl Marion,  Josiah 
Masters,  William  McCreery,  David  Meriwether, 
Nicholas  R.Mowe,  Thomas  Moore,  John  Morrow, 
Jomthan  O.  Mosely,  Jeremiah  Nelson,  Thomas 
NewtOQ,  jr.,  Joseph  H.  Nicholson,  Timothy  Pit- 
kin, jr.,  Wish  Q,aincy,  John  Randolph,  John  Rea 
of  Pennsylvania,  Thomas  SammoDs,Jobn  Cotton 
Smith,  John  Smith, Samuel  Smith.  Thomas  Spal- 
ding. Richard  Stanford,  William  Siedman, Lewis 
B.  Siurges,  Samuel  Taggari.  BcDJamin  Tallmadge, 
Samuel  Tenney,  FhiTip  R.  Thompson,  Thomas 
W.  Thomoson.  Abrsm  Trigg,  Philip  VanCort- 
Undt,  Klllian  K.  Van  Rensselaer,  Daniel  C.  Ver- 

Elanck,  Peleg  Wadsworib,  Eliphalet  Wickei, 
>avid  R.  Williams,  Marmaduke  Williams,  Alex- 
ander Wilson,  and  Joseph  Winston. 

NATB-^Willis  AUtoo. Jr.,  Joseph  Bar  leer,  Bar- 
nabas Bid  well,  Fhanuel  Bishop,  Thomas  BJuunt, 
RobertBrown,  JuhnBoyle,  Joseph  Bryan,  Willia 
BuUer,   George   W.  Campbell.  John   Chandlc, 
Frederick  Conrad,  Orchard  Cook,  Jacob  Crownjn- 


ibield,  Richard  Cutts, Ezra  Darby,  WiUiannDick- 
ion,  Eliaa  Earle.  Peter  Early,  James  Bflliol,  Ebe- 
lezer  Elmer,  John  W.  Eppes,  WilliaiD  Findley, 
Jam^E  Fisk.  Andrew  Gregg,  haiah  L. Green,  Silas 
Hal^ey,  William  Helms.  James  HoIL.nd.  JohnG. 
Jackson,  Nehemiah  Koight,  John  Lambert,  Pat- 
'  k  Magruder,  Jeremiah  Morrow,  Roger  Nelsan, 
_  deon  Olin,  John  Pugh,  Thomas  M.  Randolph, 
John  Rhea  of  Tennes^ee,  Jacob  Richards  John 
Russell,  Peter  Sailly,  Thbmas  Sandford,  Manin 
G.  Schuneman,  Ebenezer  Seaver,  James  Sloao, 
John  Smilie,  O'Brien  Smith,  Henry  Soutbar4, 
Joseph  Stanton,  David  Thomas,  Uri  Tracjr,  Jos. 
B.  Vamum,  Matthew  Walton,  John  WJiiCebiU, 
Roberi-Whitehill,  Nathan  Williams,and  Thomas 


%; 


'he  third  and  last  amendment  reported  by  the 
Commiiiee  of  the  whole  House  to  the  said  £rsi 
resolution,  to  insert  after  the  words  "  per  aonam," 
the  words  "  redeemable  at  will,"  was,  mi  the  qaes- 
tion  put  thereupon,  agreed  t«  by  the  House. 

TdESDAT,  Janutry  14. 

The  House  resumed  the  eonsideratioD  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  of  the  whole  Houte  on 
Fiidav  last:  Whereupon,  the  first  tesolnt ion  re- 
ported by  the  ssid  Committee,  as  amended,  being 
again  read,  a  motion  was  made,  and  the  question 
being  put,  further  to  amend  the  same,  by  strifciog 
out,  in  the  first  line  thereof,  the  words,  "ibr  the 
purpose  of,"  and  inserting,  in  lieu  thereof,  the 
word  "  toward :"  it  was  resolved  in  the  afiirmatiTe 
—yeas  62,  nays  44.  as  foUows: 

Yeas— Will  is  Alston,  jr.,  Isaac  Anderson,  Da  vi4 
Bard,.  George  M.  Bedinger,  Barnabas  Bidwell, 
Phaoud  Bishop,John  Blake,  jr.,  Thomas  Bloont, 
Robert  Browij,  Joseph  Bryan,  Wiltam  Buder, 
George  W.  Campbell,  Levi  Casey.  Joseph  Clay, 
George'  Clinton,  jr.,  Frederick  Conrad,  Jacob 
Crowainsbield.  E»ra  Darby,  Elias  Ksrle,  Petet 
Early.  James  Elliot,  Ebenezer  Elmer,  William 
Fiodley,  John  Fowler,  Andrew  Gregg.  Isaiah  L. 
Green.  Silas  Halsev,  James  Holland.  John  G. 
Jacksd a, Nehemiah  Knight,  John  Lambert, Mich- 
ael Leib,  Patrick  Magioder,  Robert  Marion.  Nich- 
olas R.  Moore,  Jeremiah  Morrow,  Roi^er  Nelson, 
Thomas  Newton,  jr.,  Gideon  Olin,  John  Push, 
John  Rhea  of  Tennessee, 'Jacob  Richards,  Jonn 
RuMell,  Peter  Sailly,  Thomas  Sandford,  Martin 
G.  SchuneTsan,  James  Sloan,  John  Smilit^  O'Bria 
Smith,  Henry  Southard,  Joseph  Siaaioo,  David 
Thomas,  Uri  Tracy.  Abram  Tri«.  Joaeph  B.  Vai- 
nnm,  Matthew  Walton,  John  WkiublU,  Bolwtt 
WhitehiU.  Blipbalet  Wiekes,  Nathan  WiiiiaBi, 
Joseph  Winston,  and  Thomas  Wynns. 

NAYB--JamesM.  Broom,  John  Campbell,U»niB 
Chittenden,  John  Claiborne,  Christopher  dark, 
John  ClopiOD,  Leonard  Covington,  Samuel  W. 
Dana,  John  Davenport,  jr.,  Caleb  Ellis,  James M. 
Qarnett,  Charles  Goldsborough,  Edwin  Gray, 
David  Holmes,  David  Hough,  James  Kelly,  Jos. 
Lewis,  jr.,  Henry  W-LivinjBion,  Josiah  Masters, 
William  McCreery,  David  Meriwether,  Thomas 
Moore,  Joaalhan  O.  Mosely,  Timothy  Pilktu,  jr., 
Josiah  4luiacy,  John  Randolph,  John  Rea  of 
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Pennsflvania.  Thomas  SannDona,  John  Cotlon- 
Bmitb.JohD  Soaiib,  SamueJ  Smith,  Thomas  Spal- 
ding, William  StedmsQ,  Lewis  B.  Sturefs,  Ben- 
jamia  Tallmadge,  Samuel  Tenney,  Philip  R. 
TliompsoD,  Thomas  W.  Thompson,  Philip  Van 
Cortlaadt,  Killian  K.  Van  Rensselaer,  Daniel-C. 
Terplaock,  David  R.  Williams,  Matmaduke  Wil- 
liams, and  AlezaodFr  Wilaoa. 

Another  moiion  was  made,  and  the  question 
bein|[  put,  further  to  ameod  the  said  resolution  by 
adding  to  the  end  thereof  the  following  proTiso: 
*"  Provided,  That  the  sum  stipulated  to  be  paid 
shall  Dot  txceei dollars  :" 

It  passed  in  the  negative — yeas,  57,  nsy^  62,  as 
follows: 

Yeab— George  M.  Bedioger,  Silaa  Betton,  3a». 
M.  Broom,  WilTiam  Butler,  John  Cimpbell.  Levi 
Casey,  Martin  Chittepden,  John  Claiborne, Chris- 
topher Clark,  John  Cloplon,  Leonard  Corinflon, 
Samuel  W.  Dana,  John  Davenpori,  jr^  Caleb 
Ellis,  William  Elv,  James  Fi^k,  James  M.  Oar- 
bett,  Charles  Goldsborough,  Edwin  Gray,  Seih 
Hastings,  David  Holmes,  David  Hou^h,  James 
Eelly^  Thomas  Kenao.  Joseph  Lewis,  jr.,  Henry 
W.  Livingston,  Josiah  Masters,  William  M'Crrery, 
David  Meriwether,  Thomas  Moore,  Jonathan  O. 
Mosely,  Jeremiah  Nelson,  Timothy  Piikin.  jr., 
Josiab  Claincy,  John  Randolph,  John  Rea  of 
Pennsylvania,  Thomas  Sammous,  John  Cotton 
Smith,  John  Smith,  Samuel  Smith,  Thomas  Spat- 
dini;,  Richard  Stanford,  William  Stedman,  Lewis 
B.Sturgea,  Samuel  TBggart,Benjam[iQTaIlmndge, 
=■-— jef  Tenoey,  Philtp  R.  Thompson,  Thr 


NaT! — Willis  Alston,  jr.,  Isaac  Anderson,  John 

Archer,  David  Bard,  Barnabas  Bidvell;  Phannel 

Bishop,  John  Blake,  jr^ Thomas  Blount,  Robert 

Brown,  Joseph  Bryan,  George  W.  Campbell,  John. 

Chandler,  Joseph  Clay,  Frederick  Conrad,  Jacob 

Crowninshield.  Ezra  Darby,  William  Dickson, 

Blias  Earle,  Peter  Bnrly,  James  Elliot,  Bbenezer 

'        Elmer,  William  Fiodley,  John  Fonrler,  Andrew 

I        Oregg,  Isaiah  L.  Green,  Silas  Halsey,  William 

'        Helms,  JamesHullaDd,JahnG.  Jackson,  Nehemiah 

!        Knight.  John  Lambert,  Michael  Leib,  Patrick 

'        Magruder,  Robert  Marion,  Nicholas  R.  Moore, 

'        Jeremiah  Marrow.  Roger  Nelson,  Thomafi  New- 

I         ion,  jr.,  Gideon  Olin,  John  Pugh,  John  Rhea  of 

'         Tennessee,  Jacob   Richards.  John  Russell,  Peter 

'        Sailly,  Thomas  Sandford,  Martin  O:  Schuneman, 

'        Ehenezer    Seaver,  James  Sloau,  John   Smilie, 

I        O'Brien  Smith,  Henry  So otbard,  Joseph  Sianion, 

David  Thomas,  Uri  Tracy,  Joseph  B.  Varnum, 

I        Matthew  Walton.  John  Whuehill,  Robert  White- 

I        bill,  Eliphalet  Wickes,  Nathan  Williams,  Joseph 

I        Winston,  and  Thomas  Wynns. 

I  And  Ihtn  the  main  quemion  being  put,  that  the 

House  do  agree  to  the  first  resolution,  amended 

•        toreadasfonows: 

>  Reiohed,    That  doltan  be  approprkted,   by 

I  law,  towards  defrayins  the  Bipenus  which  may  be  in- 
';  corred  in  the  punjiue  of  the  SpaniA  territorraa  lying 
I        mttwAttMitisacMBaiidOnlfDf  Marioa.aiideaaUtard 


of  the  Mininippi,  to  be  paid  out  of  any  money  in  tlw 
Treunry,  not  otherwise  appropriated,  and  to  be  applied 
under  the  diiectjon  of  the  President  of  Ae  United  Bute*, 
who  shall  have  authority,  if  necessary,  to  borrow  tba 
said  mm,  or  any  part  thereof,  in  behalf  of  the  UniUd 
States,  at  arate  of  iniereat  not  exceeding  >ix  per  canton 
per  annnm,  Tedeemable  at  will ;  and  ehttU  «auw  an  ao- 
Gount  thereof  to  be  laid  before  CongteiM,  a*  aooa  m 
maybe: 

It  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative — jreaa  77,  naya 
54.  as  toUows : 

Yeas— Willis  Alston,  jr.,  Isaac  Anderson,  Joha 
Archer,  David  Bard,  Joseph  Barker,  Bar  well  Bat- 
sett,  Gdorge  M.  Bedioger,  Barnabas  Bidwell, 
Phanuel  Bishop,  Thomas  Blouni,  Roherl  Brown, 
John  Boyle,  Joseph  Brran,  George  W.  Campbe!!!, 
John  Chandler,  Joseph  Clay,  Gwrge  Clinton,  jr, 
Johu  Cloplon,  Frederick  Coarad,  Orchard  Cool^ 
Leonard  Govingion^acobCrowuiDshield,  Riefana 
Culls,  Ezra  Darby,  William  Dickson,  Elias  Earle, 
Peter  Early,  James  Elliot,  Ebenezer  Elmer,  John 
W.  Eppea,  Winiam  Findley,  Jamea  Fisk,  John 
Fowler,  Andrew  Gregg,'  Isaiah  L.  Green,  Silu 
Halsey,  John  fjamitton,  William  Helms,  Jamei 
Holland,  Jolin  G.  Jackson,  Walter  Joneu,  Nehe- 
miah  Knight,  John  Lambert,  Michael  Leib,  Pat- 
rick Magruder,  Robert  Marion,  Josiab  Hastero, 
Nicholas  R.  Moore,  Jeremiah  Morrow,  Roger 
NetsoQ,  Thomas  Newton,  jr.,  Joseph  H.  Nicholson, 
Gideon  Olin,  Johu  Pugh,  Thomas  M.  Randolph, 
John  Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Jacob  Richards,  Jobn 
Russell,  Peter  Sailly,  Thomas  Sandford,  MarllD 
O.  Schuneman,  Ebenezer  Seaver,  James  Sloai, 
John  Smilie,  O'Erien  Smith,  Henry  Sonihard, 
Joseph  Stanton,  David  Thomas,  Uti  Tracy,  Joa. 

B.  Varnum,  Maiibew  Walton,  John  WhitehilL 
Robert  Whitehill,  Eliphalet  Wickes,  Nathan  WU- 
iiams,  Joseph  WinatoQ,  and  Thomas  Wynns. 

Natb— Silas  Betton,  James  M.  Brooita,  Wil- 
lisim  Butler,  John  Campbell,  Levi  Casey,  Martin 
Chittenden,  John  Claiborne,  Chris ioph«r  Clark, 
Matthew  Clay  Samael  W.  Dana,  John  Daven- 
port, jr.,  Caleb  Ellis,  William  Ek,  James  M.  Gar- 
neit,  Charles  Goldaborougb,  Edwin  Gray,  Belli 
Hastings,  David  Holmes,  David  Hough,  Jame* 
Kelly,  Thomas  Kenan,  Joseph  Lewis,  jr.,  Henry 
W.  LiviogEilon,  Matthew  Lyon,  William  Me- 
Creery,  David  Meriwether,  Thomas  Mocve.Joom- 
than  O.  Moaely,  Jeremiah  Nelson,  Timothy  Pit- 
kin, junior,  Josiab  ttuiacy,  John  Randolph,  John 
Rea  of  Pennsylvania,  Thomas  Samraont,  joha 
Cotton  Smith.  John  Smith,  Samuel  Smith,  Thoa. 
Spalding,  Richard  Stanford,  William  Stedman, 
Lewis  B.  Sinrges,  Samuel  Taggari,  Benjamin 
Tallmadge,  Samnel  Tenney,  Philip  R.  Thomp- 
son, Thomas  W,  Thompsoo.  Abram'Trigg.  Philip 
Van  Cortlandt,  Killian  K.  Van  Rensselaer,  Danid 

C.  Verplanck,  Peleg  Wadsworth,  D.  R.  Williams, 
Marmaduke  Williams,  and  Alexander  Wilson. 

A  motion  was  then  made,  and  the  question  be- 
ing put,  that  the  House  do  come  to  the  following 
tesolutioo: 

Raolvtd,  That  an  exchange  ofterritaTj  between  the 
United  Sutei  end  gpsin  is  deemed,  by  this  House,  to 
be  the  mMt  advantigeous  mode  of  setllement  of  exial> 
ng  aOueUcm  napecOag  limiia  between  tlw  Vnilei 
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State*  uid  the  Coort  of  Hadiid,  and  thkt  M17  amnga- 
ment  between  the  two  Goremmenta  which  (hall  aecure 
to  Spain  an  amide  banier  on  the  aide  of  Meilco,  and 
to  the  United  Statu  the  connltiea  watered  by  the  Mie- 
wump^  and  to  the  Ea«twanl  of  it,  will  meet  the  a|i- 
jrotmlion  of  tbia  Houae : 

It  was  TswlTed  to  ike  affirinatiYe— fus  60,  naya 
5ILu  foUom: 

Teas — John  Archer,  David  Bard^nrwell  Ba»- 
Mtt,  Gaorge  M.  Bedinser,  Tfaomai  Bloant,  Jameg 
VL  Broom,  John  Bdyk,  JoHph  Bryan,  William 
Butler,  John  Campbell,  Leri  Cai«y,  Martin  Chit- 
tenden, John  ClaibocDe,  Cbriitopher  Clark,  Joaeph 
CUy,  Oeor  ve  CUdIdd,  jr^  John  Clopton,  Leonard 
CoTingtoo.  Peter  Early^Jamea  Elliot,  Caleb  Ellis, 
William  Ely,  Jt^a  W.  Eppea,  John  Fowler,  Jas. 
1L  Oaraeti,  Cbarlea  Qhldaborongh,  Edwin  Oray, 
AndnwQregg,  Silas  Halsey,  John  HamillOD,  Seih 
Hastings,  David  Holmec,  David  Hongh,  John  Q. 
Jackson,  Walter  Jones,  Jaroes  Kelly,  Thomas  Ee- 
iwn,  Michael  Leib,  Henry  W.  Livingslon,  Robert 
Marion,  Joslah  Mas  ters^WilliamMcCreery,  David 
Heriwether,  Nicholas  R.  Moore,  Thomas  Moore, 
Jeremiah  Morrow,  Jeremiah  N|l3on.  Thomas 
Newton,  ir^  Jaseph  H.Nicholson,  Tiriioiby  Pit- 
kin, jr.,  ^bn  Pu^h,  Jo^iah  Quincy,  John  Ran- 
dolph, John  Rea  of  Fennsylvaflia,  Jacob  Richards, 
Peter  Sailly,  Thomas  Sammons,  ThomaG  Sand- 
ford,  John  amitb,  O'Brien  Smith,  Samuel  Smith, 
Thomaa  Spalding:  Richard  Stanford,  Lewis  B. 
Stnrges,  Samuel  Taggmt I,  Benjamin  Tallmadge, 
Samuel  Tenney,  PhJip  R.  Thompson,  Thomas 
W.  Thompson,  Abram  Trigg,  Philip  Van  Cort- 
Undt,  Eillian  K.  Van  Rensielier,  Daniel  C  Ver- 
^eV,  Peleff  WadEwonh,  Eliphatet  Wickes, 
David  R.  WOUams,  Marmaduke  Williams,  Alex- 
ander WilsoDj  Joseph  Winston,  and  Thomas 
WynoB. 

Natb — Willia  Alston,  jr^  Isaac  Anderson,  Job. 
Barker,  Silas  Betton,  Boraabaa  Bidwell,  Phannel 
Bishop,  John  Blake,  jr.,  Robert  BroWn,  Gkorge 
W.  CampbeU,  John  Chandler,  Maitfaew  Clay, 
Frederick  Conrad,  Orchard  CeidL^eob  Crowu- 
iothield,  Richard  Cutis,  Samuel  W.  Dana,  Ezra 
Darby.  Jobo  Davenport,  jr..  William  Diekson, 
Eliu  Earle,  Ebene^er  Elmer,  William  Findley, 
James  Fisk,  Isaiah  L.  Qreen,  William  Helms, 
James  BoUand,Nehemlah  Knight,  Jobo  Lambert, 
Joseph  Lewis,  jr.  Hailfaew  Lyon,  Patrick  Ma- 
sradet[JoDatban  O.  Mosel  V,  Roger  Nelson,  Qideoo 
Olio,  Thomas  M.  Randolph,  John  Rhea  of  Ten- 
nesaee,  John  Russell,  Mantn  Q.  Sehuneman,'-Ebe' 
nexer  Searer,  James  Sloan,  John  Smilie,  John 
Cotton  Smitb,  Henry  Southard,  Joseph  Sunioa, 
William  Stednao,  David  Thomas.  Uri  Tracy, 
Joseph  RVamnra,  Matthew  Walton,  John  Wbite- 
htll,  Robert  Whitebill,  and  Nathan  Williams. 

Ordered,  Tbat  a  bill,  or  bills,  be  brought  in. 
pnrsuant  10  the  first  resolution  agreed  10;  and 
that  Mr.  Bidwell,  Mr.  Early,  Mr.  Rogbb  Nil- 
BOH,  Mr.  OEoaoB  W.  Campbell,  and  Mr.  Clai- 
BOBHE,  do  prepare  and  bring  in  the  same. 

A  motion  was  then  made  that  a  committee  be 
appointed  to  present  to  the  President  of  the  Uni- 
ted Stales  the  resolution  last  agreed  to.  On  which 
notion  debate  arising,  it  was  mored  to  postpone 


Wbdnessat,  JanuatT  15. 
Mr.  BinwELL,  from  the  committee  appointed 

Jesterday,  presented  a  bill  making  proTision  foi 
efraying  the  expense  which  may  be  incarred  in 
the  purchase  of  the  Spanish  lemtories  lying:  on 
the  Atlaoiic  ocean  and  Gulf  of  Mexico,  and  eart- 
ward  of  the  Mississippi;  which  was  read  nrice 
and  committed  to  a  Cfommittee  of  the  Whole  this 
day. 

A  motion  was  then  made,  and  the  question  be- 
ing put,  that  the  icjunciion  of  secrecy,  so  far  aa 
respects  the  proceedioga  of  tbia  House«n  the  i«id 
bill,  be  taken  o£  it  passed  in  the  n^a tire — yeas 
49,  nays  78,  as  follows: 

Yeas — John 'Archer,  George  M.Bedinffer,  Silas 
Betton,  James  M.  Broom,  William  BuUer,  John 
Campbell,  Levi  Casey,  Martin  Cbillenden,  Mat* 
tbew  Clay, Leonard  Coviuctau, Samuel  W.  Dana-, 
John  Davenport,  jr.,  Caleb  Eilb,  William  Sly, 
Jas.M.  Garneit,  Charies  Goldsborough,  Setb  Has- 
tings, David  Holmes,  David  Hough,  James  Kelly, 
Joseph  Lewis,  ji;.,  Henry  W.  Livingston,  Matthew 
Lyon,  David  Meriwether,  Thomas  Moore,  Jona- 
than O.  Mosely,  Jeremiah  Nelson,  Timothy  Pit- 
kin, jr.,  Josiah  Qiiiney,  John  Randolph,  Thomaa 
Sandford,  John  Cotton  Smitb,  Jobp  Smith,  Sam- 
uel Smitb,  Thomas  Spalding,  Richard  Stanford. 
William  Stedman,  Lewis  B.  Sturge*,  Samnel 
Taggart,  Benjamin  Tallmadge,  Samuel  Tenney, 
Pbilip  R.  Thompson,  Thomas  W.  Thompson, 
Philip  Van  Cotilandt,  Kiliian  K.  Van  Rensselaer, 
Daniel  C.  Verplanek,  David  R.  WUliams,  Mai- 
maduke  Williams,  and  Alexander  Wilson. 

Nays— Willis  Alston,  jun.,  Isaac  Anderson, 
David  Bard,  Joseph  Barker,  Barwell  Bassett, 
Barnabas  Bidwell,  PhanuelBisbop,  John  Blabejr., 
Thomas Biounc,  Robert  Brown,  John  Boyle,  Jt», 
Bryan,  George  W.  Campbell,  John  Chandler, 
John  Claiborne,  Christopher  Clark.  Joseph  Clay, 
George  Clinton,  jr.,  John  Cbpton,  Fredmck  Con- 
tad,  Orchard  Cook,Jacob  Crowninshield,  Richard 
Cntts,  Ezra  Darby,  William  Dickson,  BUaa  Earle, 
Peter  Early,  James  Elliot,  ^benezer  Elmer,  John 
W.  Eppes,  William  Findley,  James  Fisk,  John 
Fowler,  Anilrew  Gregg,  Isaiah  L.  Green,  Silai 
Hoisey,  John  Hamilton,  William  Helms,  Jamea 
Holland,  John  G.Jackson,  Thomas  Kenan,  Nehe- 
miah  Knight,  John  Lambert^  Michael  Leib,  Pat- 
rick Magruder,  Robert  HanoD,  Josiah  Master^ 
William  McCreery,  Nicholas  R.  Moore,  Jeremiah 
Morrow,  Roger  Nelson,  Thomas  Newton,  jr^  Jos. 
H.  Nicholson,  Gideon  OUn,  John  Pug^  John 
Rea  of  Pennsvlvania,  John  Rhea  of  T^neasee, 
Jacob  Richards,  John  Russell,  Peter  Sailly,  Mar- 
tin G.ScbnnemaD.EbenezerSeaver,  James  Sloan, 
John  Smiiie,  O'Brien  Smith,  Henry  Sonthan^ 
JoaephSlanton,DBTid  Thomas,  Uri  Tracy,  Ahrani 
Trigg  Joseph  B.  Tarnum,  Matthew  Walton,  John 
Whitehill,  Robert  Whitebill,  Elipbalet  Wickes, 
Nathan  Williams,  Joseph  Winston,  and  Tkomv 
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into  ft  Commiltee  of  the  Whole  Hoase  on  the 
said  bill ;  nod,  after  some  time  spent  therein,  Mr. 
Speaker  resumed  the  Chair,  and  Mr.  Grboo  re- 

Eorted  thai  ihe-Comroittee  had,  according  to  order, 
ad  the  said  bill  under  consideration,  aud  gone 
through  the  tame,  and  made  several  amendments 
thereto,  which  beddifered  in  at  the  Clerk's  table. 
.  The  House  proceeded  to  con«idet  the  said 
amendments:  Whereupon,  jhe  first  amendment 
to  the  first  section  for  filljhj;  up  the  blank  therein 
with  the  words  "two  millions  of,"  was,  on  the 
question  put  thereupon,  agreed  to  by  the  House. 
The  second  amendment  to  the  same  section,  to 
strike  out  the  words,  "the  expense  which  mmj  be 
incurred  in  the  purchase  of  the  Spanish  territo- 
ries lying  00  the  Atlantic  Ocean  and  Gulf  of 
Mexico,  and  eastward  of  the  Mississippi,"  and  to 
insert,  in  lieu  thereof  "between  the  United  States 
and  loreign  nations,''  was,  on  the  question  put 
thereupon,  agreed  to  by  the  Hoiue— yeas  71,  nays 
57,  as  ftJIows : 

Ybas— Willis  Alston,  jun-,  Isaao  Anderson, 
Beph  Barker.  Burwell  Bassett,  Baroabas  Bidwell, 
Fhanuet  Bishop,  John  Btakejun.,  Thomas  Blount, 
Robert  Brown,  John  Boyle,  Joseph  Bryan,  Oeorge 
W.  Campbell,  John  Chandler,  Joseph  Clay,  Oeorse 
Clinton,  jun.,  Frederick  Conrad,  Orchard  Cook, 
Jacob  Crowninshield,  Richard  Cutis,  Ezra  Darby, 
William  Dicksoo,  Elias  Earle, Peter  Early,  Jaiaes 
Elliot,  Bbenezer  Elmer,  John  W.  Bppes,  William 
Findley,James  Fisk,  John  Fowler,  Andrew  Oregg, 
Isaiah  L.  Oreen,  SHas  Haber,  John  Hamilton, 
William  Helms,  James  Holland,  John  O.  Jackson, 
Walter  Jones,  John  Ifambert,  Michael  Leih,  Pat- 
rick Hagmder.  Robert  Marion,  Josiah  Masters, 
Nicholas  R.  Moore,  Jeremiah' Morrow,  Roger 
Melsoii,  Thomas  Newton,  jnn.,  Joseph  H.  Nichol- 
son, Gideon  Clin,  John  Pugh,  Thomas  M.  Ran- 
dolph, John  Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Jacob  Richards, 
John  Rassell,  Peter  Bailly,  Thomas  Sandford, 
Mania  G.  Scnuneman,  Bbenezer  Seavei,  James 
Sloan,  John  Smilie,  O'Brien  Stniih,  Henry  South- 
xrd,  Joseph  Stanton,  Darid  Thomas,  Uri  Tracy, 
JosephB.  Yarnnm,  Matthew  Wei  ton,  John  White- 
hill.  Robert  Whitehill,  Eliphalet  Wickes,  Nathan 
Williams,  and  Thomas  Wynns. 

Nats— John  Archer,  Geove  M.  Bedineer,  Silas 
Betlon,  James  M.  Brooni.  William  Butler,  John 
Campbell,  Leri  Casey,  Martin  Chittenden,  John 
Claiboro^CbriBtopherClark,MatthewCIay^ohn 
Cloplon,  Leonard  Covington,  Samuel  W.  Dana, 
John  Darc^port,  jon^  Cueb  Ellis,  William  Ely, 
Jamea  M.  Gttmeit,  Charles  Ooldsboroogh,  Beth 
Hastinn.  Darid  Holmes,  Darid  Hoogh,  James 
Kelly,  Tfiomas  Kenan,  Joseph  Lewis,  jun.,  Henry 
W.  LtTingston,  Matthew  Lyob,  David  Meri- 
wether, Thomas  Moore,  Jonathan  O.  Mosely,  Jer- 
emiah Nelson,  Timothy  Pitkin,  jun„  Josiah 
Q,uincy,  John  Randolph,  John  Rea  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, Thomas  Sammons,  John  Cotton  Smith, 
John  Smith,  Samuel  Smith,  Thomas  Spaldiag, 
Richard  Stanford,  William  Sledman,  Lewis  p. 
Starges,  Samuel  Taggart,  Benjamin  Tatlmad^, 
BamoelTenney,  Philip  R.Thompson,  Thomas  W. 
Thompson,  Abram  Trigg,  Philip  Van  Oortlandt, 
KilKan  K.  Tan  Rensselaer,  Daniel  Ci  Voridaack, 


Peleg  Wadsworlh,  Etavid  R.  Williams,  Marma- 
duke  Williams,  Alexander  Wilson,  and  Joseph 
Winston. 

The  last  amendment  to  the  same  section,  to 
strike  oat,  at  the  end  thereof,  the  words,  "  a*  soo» 
at  may  be,"  and  to  insert,  in  Tieu  thereof,  the 
words,  "  at  or  befart  the  -next  leintm  cfCongreM," 
was,  on  the  question  put  thereupon,  disagreed  to 
b;  the  House. 

The  amendment  to  the  second  section,  to  add, 
to  the  end  thereof)  the  words,  "and  it  ghall  be 
law/vi  for  the  Bank  of  the  Vmled  Statet  to  lend 
the  whole,  or  any  part  of  the  tame,"  was,  on  th« 
question  put  thereupon,  agreed  to  bv  the  House. 

The  last  amendment  to  the  said  bill  to  add,  to 
the  end  thereof,  a  new  section,  in  the  words  fol- 
lowing: 

SsdiDnS.  And  be  U  further  enaeitd.  That  so  mod 
a*  may  be  neeswaiy  of  the  surplaa  of  the  duties  on  im- 
ports and  tonnace,  beyond  the  permaneat  appropiia- 
-'  -  "^     ■  >fbTe  barged  upon  them  by  law,  sluU]  b«t 


merged  upon  them  by  law,  ■ 
1  hereby  iLpledged  and  uipropriated  fiw  the  pay- 
nt  of  the  idbrest,  and  reimhunenient  of  the  prmd- 
pai,  of  all  sBdi  money*  m  may  b«  bamnred  in  pnna- 
anee  of  this  act,  acdndiog:  to  the  terms  and  oonaitUna 
on  which  the  loan  01  loans  may  be  affected : 
was^  on  the  questfbn  put  thereupon,  agreed  to 
by  the  House— yeas  74,  nays  53,  as  follows; 

Yeas— Willis  Alston,  lun.,  Isaac  Anderson, 
John  Archer,  Joseph  Barker,  Burwell  Ba.ssetL 
George  M.  Bediiwer,  Barnabas  Bidwell,  Phaiuel 
Bishop,  John  Blakejunior,  Thomas  Blount,  Rob- 
ert Brown,  John  Boyle,  Joseph  Bryan,  Georg« 
W.  Campbell,  John  Chandler,  Joseph  Clay, 
George  Clinton,  junior,  John  Clopton,  Frederick 
Conrad,  Orchard  Cook,  Jacob  Crowninshlel^ 
Richard  Calls,  Ezra  IJarbr,  William  Dickson, 
Elias  Barle,  Peter  Early,  Eoenezer  Elmer,  John 
W.  Eppes,  William  Flndley,  James  Fisk,  John 
Fowler,  Andrew  Gr^^,  Isauh  L.  Green,  SiUu 
Halsey,  John  Hamilton,  William  Uelm^  lame* 
Holland,  John  Q.  Jackson,  Walter  Jones,  John 
liambert,  Michael  Leih,  Patrick  Magrnder,  RoV 
ert  Marion,  Josiah  JVIasters,  Nicholas  R.  Hoor^ 
Jeremiah  Morrow,  Roger  Helaoo,  Thomas  New- 
ton, jun_  Joseph  H.  Nicholson,  Gideon  Oli^  John 
Pugh,  Thomas  H.  Randolph,  John  Rhea  of  Ten- 
nessee Jacob  Richards,  Joltn  Russell,  Petar  SaU- 
ly.  Thomas  Sandford,  Martin  Q.  Schaneman, 
Bbenezer  Searer,  James  Sloan,  John  Smilie, 
O'Brien  Smith^Henry  Southard,  Joseph  Staaton, 
David  Thomas,  Uri  Tracy,  Joseph  B.  Vamum, 
Matthew  Walton,  John  Whitehill,  Robert  White- 
hilt,  Eliphalet  Wickes,  Nathan  Williams,  fosepb 
Winston,  and  Thomas  Wynns. 

Nats — Silas  Betton,  James  M.  Broom,  Wil- 
liam Bailer,  John  Campbell,  Levi  Casey,  Martin 
Chittenden,  John  Claiborne,  Christopher  Clark, 
Matthew  Clay,  Leonard  Covington,  Samuel  W, 
Dana,  John  Davenporir  junior,  ^mes  Elliot,  Ca- 
leb Ellis,  William  Ely,  James  M.  Oamett,  Charles 
Goldsborough,  Seth  Hastings,  Darid  Holmes, 
David  Hough,  James  Kelly,  Joseph  Lewis,  junior, 
Henry  W.  Liringsioa.  Matthew  Lyon,  David 
Meriwether,  Thomas  Moore,  Jonathan  O.  Mosely, 
Jeremiah  Nelson,  Timothy  Pitkin,  junior,  Josiah 
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Q,aiiicy,  John  Raudolph,  John  He*  of  Fenayl- 
tvnia,  Thomas  Saramon*,  John  Cotton  Smith, 
John  Smith  Samuel  Smith,  Thomas  SpaltJio);, 
Richard  Sianford,  William.  Siedmaa,  Lewis  B. 
Sturges,  Saoiuet  Tazgari,  Benjamin  Tallmadge, 
Samuel  Tenoe;,  Philip  R.  Thamp.on,  Thomas 
W.  Thompson.  Abraro  Trigg,  Philip  Van  Corl- 
landt,  Killian  K.  Van  Rensseraer,  Daoiel  C.  Ver- 


Ordered,  That  the  said  bill,  with  the  ameod- 
meblt,  be  eagrossed,  and  read  the  third  lime  to- 
mono  v. 


TBDiiBDATjJaauary  16. 

An  engrossed  bill  making  provisioii  for  defray- 
ing the  Fzpenees  which  may  be  incurred  in  the 
parchase  or  the  Spanish  Territories  lying  on  ibe 
Atlantic  Ocean  and  Qulf  of  Mexico,  and  Bast- 
vard  of  the  Mississippi,  was  read  ihe  third  time; 
and,  on  the  question  that  the  same  4p  pass,  it  was 
resolred  in  (he  affirms  lively  eas  76,  nays  54,  as 
follows : 

Ye^b— WiUis  Alston,  junior,  Isaac  Andereon, 
John  Aicher,  Joseph  Barker,  Burwell  Bassett, 
Cieorge  M.  Bedingei,  Barnabas  Bid  well,  Phanuel 
Bishop,  John  Blake,  junior,  Thomas  Blouot,  Rob- 
ert Brown,  John  Boyle,  Joseph  Brvan,  George  W. 
Campbell,  John  Chandler,  Joseph  Clay,  George 
Clinton,  junior.  John  Clopton;  Frederick  Coorad, 
Orchard  Cook,  Jacob  Crawninshield,  Richard 
Cutis,  Ezra  Darby,  William  Dickson,  Elias  Earle, 
Peter  Early^James  Elliot,  Ebeneeer  Elmer,  John 
W.  Eppes,  William  Findley,  James  Fisk,  John 
Fowler,  Andrew  Gregg,  Isaiah  L.  Green,  Silas 
Batsey,  John  Hamilton,  William  Helms,  James 
Holland,  John  Q.  Jackson,  Waller  Jones.  Nebe- 
miab  Knight,  John  Lambert,  Michael  Leih,  Pat- 
rick Magruder,  Robert  Marion,  Josiab' Masters, 
Nicholas  R.  Moore,  Jeremiah,  Morrow,  Roger  Nel- 
lOD,  Thomas  Newton,  junior,  Joseph  H.  Nicholson, 
Oideoo  Olin,  John  Pugh,  Thomas  M.  Randolph, 
John  Rhea,  of  Tennessee,  Jacob  Richards,  Joan 
Russell,  Peter  Sailly,  Thomas  Sandford,  Martin 
O.  Schuneman,  Ebenezer  Seaver,  James  Sloan, 
Jobjl  Smilie,  O'Brien  Smith,  Henry  Southard,  Jo- 
seph Slancon,  David  Thomas,  Uri  Tracy,  Joseph 
B.  Varnum,  Matthew  Walion,  John  Wbtiebill, 
Robert  Whitehill,  Eliptjatet  Wickes,  Nathan  Wil- 
liams, Joseph  Winston,  aad  Thomas  Wynns. 

Natb— Silas  Betton,  James  M.  Broom,  William 
Butler,  John  Campbell,  Levi  Ca»:ey,  Martin  Chit- 
tenden, John  Claiborne.  Christopher  Clark,  Leon- 
ard Co Tinoton,  Samuel  W.  Dana,  John  Davenport, 
jnnlor,  Caleb  Ellis,  William  Ely,  James  M.  Oar- 
neii,  Charles  Goldsborough,  Edwia  Gray,  Seth 
Hastings,  David  Holmes,  David  Hough,  James 
Kelly,  Thomas  Kenan,  Joseph  Lewis,  jun.,  Henry 
W.  Liringsion^  Matthew  Lyon,  William  McCree- 
ly,  David  Meriwether,  Thomas  Moore,  JoDBtban 
O.  Mosely  J  Jeremiah  Nelson.  Timothy  Pitkin,  jun., 
Josiab  QFUincy,  John  Randolph,  John  Rea  of  Fepa- 
sylvania,  Thomas  Sammona,  John  Cotton  Smith, 
John  Smitl:},  Samuel  Smith,  Thomas  Spalding, 


Richard  Stanford,  Willi&m  Siednian  Lewi*  BL 
Siurges,  Samuel  Taggart,  Benjamin  Tallmadge, 
Samuel  Tenney,  Philip  R.  Thompson,  Thomas 
W.  Thompson,  Abram  Trigg,  Philip  Tan  Cort- 
landc.  Killwn  E.  Van  Rensselaer.:Daniel  C.  T«^ 
ptaock,.Peleg  Wadsworth,  David  R,  WiUiaoH, 
Marmaduke  Williams,  and  Alexander  Wili»a. 

It  was  then  moved  to  amend  the  title  of  the  said 
billtoreadasfollows: ''  An  act  making  provision  fat 
defraying  any  exiraondinarr  expenses  attendia; 
the  intercourse  betweeQ  the  United  States  and  for- 
eign ntitions ;"  and  on  the  question  thereupon,  it 
was  resolved  in  the  affirmative — yeas  81,  nays  *6 
as  follows ; 

Ybas — Willis  AIsloDjjr.,  Isaac  Anderson,  John 
Archer,  Joseph  Barker,  BUrwell  Bassett,  Bamafaaa 
Bidwell,  Phanuel  Bishop,  John  Blake  jr.,  Th'oma* 
Blount,  Robert  Brown,  John  Boyle,  Joseph  Brr- 
BQ,  George  W.  Campbell,  John  Chandler,  Chns- 
lopher  Clark,  Joseph  Clay,  George  Clinton,  jaa^ 
John  Cloptoo,  Frederick  Conrad,  Orchard  Cook, 
Jacob  Crowninsbield.  Richard  Cutts,  Ezra  Darby, 
William  Dickson,  Elias  Earle,  Peter  Early,  Jaraea 
Elliot,  Ebeoeger  Elmer,  John  W,  Eppes  Williai* 
Findley.James Fisk,  John  Fowler,  Andrew  Gregg^ 
Isaiah  L.  Green,  Silas  Hahey,  John  Hamtlloa, 
William  Helms,  James  Holland,  David  Holmes, 
John  O.  Jackson,  Walter  Jones,  Nehemiab  Kuiflil^ 
John  Lambert,  Michael  Leib,  Patrick  Magruder,. 
Robert  Marion,  Josiah  Masters^  William  McCree- 
ry,  Nicholas  R.  Moore,  Jeremiah  Morrow,  Rooer 
Nelion,  Thomas  Newton,  jr.  Gideon  Clin,  John 
Pugh,  Thomas  M.  Randojpb,  John  Rea  of  Fena- 
sylvsnia,  John  Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Jacob  Rich- 
ards, John  RuKselt,  Peter  Sailly.  Thomas  Sand- 
/ordj  Mailin  G.  Schuneman,  Ebenezef  Seaver, 
James  Sloan,  John  Smilie,  O'Brien  Smith,  Hcorf 
Southard,  Joseph  Stanlon,  David  Thomas,  tJii 
Tracy,  Abram  Trigg,  Joseph  B.  Varoum,  Matthew 
Walton,  John  Whitehill,  Robert  Whitehill,  Eliph- 
alet  Wickes,  Marmaduke  Wiltiams,  Nathan  Wil- 
liams, Alexander  Wilson,  Joseph  Winaton,  and 
Thomas  Wynna. 

Nayb  —  George  M.  Bedinger,  Silas  Betton, 
James  M.  Broom,  William  Butler,  John  Campbell, 
Levi  Casey,  Martin  Chittenden,  John  Claiboine, 
Leonard  Covington,  Samuel  W.  Dana,  Joha 
Davenport,  jun.,  Caleb  Ellis,  William  Ely,  James 
M.  Qaroett,  Charles  Goldsborongb,  Seth  Hastings, 
David  Hough,  James  Kelly,  Thomas  Kenan, 
Joseph  ILewis,  jun.,  Henry  W.  Livingston,  Mat- 
thew Lyon,  David  Meriwether,  Thomas  Moor^ 
Jonathan  O.  Mosely,  Jeremiah  Nelson,  Timothy 
"'  ' '       '  ''    iah   Q,uincy,   John    Randolph, 


Smith,  John  Smiib,  Samuel  Smith, 


Pitkin      ur 

JobnCottoi , ._..^, 

Thomas  Spalding,  Richard  Stanford.  William 
Stedman,  Lewis  B.  Sturges.  Samuel  Taggart, 
Benjamin  Tallmadge,  Samuel  Tenney,  Philip  R. 
Thompson.  Thomas  W.  Thompson,  Philip  Van 
Cortlandt,  Killian  K.  Van  Rensselaer,  Daniel  C 
Verplanck,  Peteg  Wadsworth,  and  t)aTid  it- 
Williams, 

A  motion  was  then  made  that  a  committM  bs 
appointed  to  carry  to  the  Senate  the'  ftdlowiog 
message ; 
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By  Ike  Hmttt  iff  BtprttntatiMi,  Jammtry  16,  1606. 

Oentltmen  of  the  Senate! 

We  tranmitTOUs  bill  which  bu  ptnedthis  Home, 
•ntitled  "An  Bct  making  praviuon  fbr  deftayuig  U17 
eztraordiD&ry  eipeaies  attendiDg  the  intercouree  be- 
tween the  United  States  and  foreiga  antion*,"  and  in 
which  we  lequait  jour  concanence<  This  bill  h*s 
been  passed  by  us  to  enabte  the  Piesident  of  the  United 
States  to  eaqmenee,  with  more  aSect,  a  negotiation 
fill  the  puTchaae  of  the  Spanish  Tenritoriea  Ijing  on 
the  Atlantic  Ocean  and  Gulf  of  Mexico,  and  eastward 
of  the  liver  Mississippi.  The  nature'  and  importance 
of  the  measure  conlempUted  hate  induced  us  to  act 
npon  the  subject  with  closed  doors.  You  will,  of  con- 
sequence, consider  the  communicaticni  as  confldentiaJ. 

To  wEiicb  motioD  an  kmeDdmeiit  wat  moved 
to  strike  out,  in  the  proposed  mesBafie,  the  worda 
"River  Missiui'ppi,"  ana  10  insert,  in  lieu  thereof, 
the  words  "Bay  ol  Perdido;"  and  on  the  qtieslioa 
thereupon,  it  paiaed  in  tbe  n^alire — yeu  59, 
nftys  68,  M  follows: 

Yeab — Bur  well  Basse  [t,  Silas  Bet  ton,  James 
M.  Broom,  William  Butler,  Joha  Campbell,  Led 
Casey,  Martin  Chittenden,  JohuCUiborne^ohn 
CloplOQ,  Leonard  CoTiogloo,  Samuei  W.  Dana, 
John  Davenport,  jun.,  James  Elliot,  Caleb  EUlis, 
William  Ely,  James  M.  Garnell,  Charles  Oolds- 
borongh,  Edwia  Gray,  Scih  Hastings,  David 
Holmes,  David  Hough,  Walter  Jones,  Thomas 
Kenan,  Joseph  Lewis,  jnn.,  Henry  W.  Liv- 
(Dgslon.  Matthew  Lyon,  William  McCreery, 
Darid  Meriwether,  Thomas  Moore,  Jonathan 
O.  Mosely.  Jeremiah  Nelson,  Thomas  Newton, 


Vf^-t  Josiau  Quiney,  John  Randolph,  Thomas 
M.  Randolph,  John  Re*  of  Peonsylvania,  Thomas 
Sandford,  John  Cotion  Smith,  John  Smith,  Sara- 


nel  Smith,  Thomas  Spaldicie,  Richard  Stanford; 
William  SimJumd,'  Lewis  B.  Sturges,  Samuel 
Tanarc,  Benjasiia  Tallmadge,  Snmuel  Tenney, 
PhilTp  R.   Thompson,   Thomas  W.    Thompson, 


Williams.  Alezaoder  Wilson,  and  Josiab  WiaKtoa. 

Natb— Willis  Alston,  Jun.,  Iiaae  Aaderaoo, 

John  Archer,  Joseph  Barker,  George  M.  Bedingeri 

Barnabas  Bidnrell,  Phanuel  Bishop,  John  Blake, 

J'  an.,  Tbomas  Blouat,  Robert  Brown,  John  Boyle, 
oseph  Bryan.  George  W.  Campbell,  John  Chand- 
ler, Christopher  Clark,  Joseph  Clay,  Georee  Clin- 
ton, JQD.,  Frederick  Conrad,  Jacob  <>owniii- 
sbield,  Richard  Cutis,  Ezra  Darby,  William 
Dick^D,  Ellas  Earle,  Peier  Early,  Ebenezer  El- 
mer, John  W.  Eppes,  WiUum  Findley,  James 
Fisk,  John  Fowler,  Andrew  Gregg,  Isatah  L, 
Oreeo,  Silas  Halsey,  John  Hamilton,  William 
Helms,  James  Holland,  Jiihn  O.  Jackton,  James 
Kelly, Nehemtah  Knight,  John  Lambert,  Micbaej 
Leib,  Patrick  Magruder,  Robert  Marios,  Jo-siab 
Masters,  Nicholas  R.'Moore,  Jeremiah  Morrow, 
Roger  Nfll30t^,  Gideon  Olin,  John  Pugh,  John 
Rhea  of  Tennessee.  Jacob  Richards,  John  Russell, 
Peter  Saillf,  Martin  G.  Schuoeman,  Ebenezet 
Bearer,  Jdmes  Sloan,  John  Smilie. O'Brien  Smith, 
Henry  Southard,  Joseph  Slanion.  David  Thomas, 
Uri  Traey,  Joseph  B.  Vamnm,  Hallhew  Walton, 


John  WbitebiU,  Robert  Wbiiehill,  Elipfaalet 
Wickes,  Nathan  Williams,  and  Thomas  Wynos. 

Tha  question  was  taken  that  the  Hou>e  do  agree 
10  the  motion  to  send  to  the  Senate  ibe  said  mea- 
satre,  as  originally  proposed,  and  resolved  in  ihe 
affirmative. 

Ordered.  That  Mr.  Bidwell  and  Mr.  Eahlt 
be  appointed  a  committee,  pursuant  thereto.  An- 
other motion  was  then  made,  and  the  question 
being  put,  to  remove  the  iniuilCtion  of  secrecjf,  *o 
far  «a  respects  the  report  of  (he  select  commute^ 
made  to  Ibif  House  on  the  third  instant,  on  the 
letter  and  communications  from  the  President  of 
the  United  States,  referred  to  them,  on  tbe  sixth 

lu,  uofs  71,  a:j  follows: 

YE&a— Burwell  Bassett,  Silas  Betton,  James 
M.  Broom,  William  Buller  Jobo  Campbell, Mar- 
tin Chittenden,  Samuel  W.  Dana,  John  Daven- 
porI,junior,  Caleb  Ellis,  William  Ely,  James  M. 
Garnect,  Charles  Ooldsborough,  Seth  Hastins^ 
David  Holmes,  Dayid  Hooeb,  James  Kelly,  Jo- 
seph Lewis,  junior,  Henry  W.  Livingston.  Mat- 
thew Lyon,  Patrick  Magruder,  Josiah  Masleri, 
Jonathan  O.  Moseljr  Jetemiah  NeUon,  Rogec 
Nelson,  Timothy  Pitiin,  jDni9r,  Josiab  ^uincy, 
John  Randolph,  Thomas  Sammons,  Thomas 
Sandford  John  Cotton  Smith,  John  Smith,  Sam- 
uel  Smith,  Tbomas Bpaldint^^William  Stedman, 
Lewis  B.  Siurges,  SamuerTaggarl,  BenjamiB 
Tallmadge,  Samuel  Tenney,  Phifip  R.  Tbomo- 
son,  Tbomas  W.  Thompson,  A  bra  m  Trigg,  PbU- 
ip  Van  Conlandl,  Daniel  C.  Verplnncb,  Pdeg 
Wadsworlb,  Alexander  WIIson,and  Joseph  Wii^ 

N*TB — Willis  Alston,  junior,  Isaac  Andersoif, 
John  Archer,  Geoq;e  M.  Bedioger,  Joseph  Bar- 
ker.Bamabas  Bidwell,  John  Blale,  junior.  Rob- 
ert Brown,  Jolin  Boyle,  Joseph  Bryan,  George 
W.  Oampbeli.  Levi  Casey,  John  Chandler,  John 
Claiborne,  Christopher  Clark,  John  Ooplon. 
Frederick  Conrad,  Jaeoh  Crown  in  shield,  RicliBrd 
Coils,  Ezra  Darby,  William  Diekson,  Blias  Earl^ 
Peter  Barly^ames  Elliot,  Ebenezer  Elmer,  John 
W.  Eppes,  William  Fiodley,  James  Fiak,  John 
Fowler,  Andrew  Gregg,  Isaiah  L.  Green,  Siltu 
Hal^ey,  John  Hamilton,  James  Holland,  John  Q, 
Jackson,  Waller  Jones,  Thomas  Kenan,  Neheml- 
ah  Knight,  John  Lambert,  Michael  Letb,  Robert 
Marion,  William  McCreery,  David  Meriwether, 
Nicholas  R.  Moore,  Thomas  Moor*.  Jeremiah 
Morrow,  Thomas  Newton,  junior.  Gideon  Olin, 
Jobn  Pugh,  Thomas  M.  Randolph,  John  Rea  of 
"  ■       '      '  tin  Rhea  of  Tennessee,  John 

Uy,  Martin  G.  Schnnemaa,  Eb- 
enezer Beaver^  James  SIdui^  John  Smtlie,  Hebrf 
Southard.  Richard  Stanford,  Joseph  mnabv. 
David  Thomas,  Uri  Tracy,  Joseph  D:  Varnum, 
Maiihevr  Walton,  John  Whitehiir  Robert  White- 
hill,  Eliphalet  Wicftes,  Marmaduke  Wiiliaini, 
Nathan  Williams,  and  Thomas  Wy nils. 

Fridat,  January  17. 
Ona  motion  made  that  the  resolution  agreed 
tp  by  the  Honse,  on  the  fourteenth  inslant,  in  iho 
words  following,  to  wit ; 
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Retohtd,  Thftt  an   eidun^  of  iMtitot;  batween 
4lie  United  8ut«  and  Spain  ii  deemed  bj  thii  Home 
io  be  the  mott  adTanUgMnu  mode  of  satllement  of  ei- 
-wUng  difterencei,  reipecting  limili  batween  the  United 
-ft&lesand  the  Court  of  Madrid,  and  that  anjamjige- 
ment  between  the  two  OoTemmenti  which  ahaU 
<DTe  bi  Spain  an  ample  banier  on  tbe  ude  Of  Mezi 
.and  to  the  United  titatea  the  countriea  watered  bjr  the 
Miniialppi,  and  to  the  eaitward  of  it,  will  meet  ibv 
approbation  and  support  of  thi>  Hoiue, 
be  now  made  public:  it  paaaed  in  the  negative — 
yeu  46,  naya  64,  m  follom: 

Yb4S— John  Archer,  George  M.  BediQger.Si- 
lu  BeiioD,  James  M.  Broom,  John  Campbell, 
Martin  Chittenden,  Christopher  Clark,  Leonard 
Covington,  Samuel  W.  Dana,  John.  Davenport, 
junior,  Caleb  Ellis.  William  Ely,  James  M.  Gar- 
aeit,  Chailes  Goldsborough,  Edwin  Oiay,  Selh 
Hastings,  David  Haugb,  James  Eellyj  Joseph 
Lewis,  junior,  Henry  W.  Livingston,  Josiah  Mas- 
ters, Wm.McOreery,  David  Meriwether.  Thomas 
Moore,  Jonathan  0,  Mosety,  Timothy  Pitkin,  jr.. 
Joiiah  Cluincy,  John  Randolph,  John  Rea  of 
Pennsylvania,  Thomas  Sammons,  John  Cotton 
Smithj  Samuel  Smith,  Thomns  Spaldine,  Rich- 
ard Stanford.  William  Stedmao,  Lewis  B.  Siur- 
gea,  Samuel  Taggart,  Benjamin  Tallmadge, 
Samuel  Tenney,  Philip  R,  Thompaoo.  Thomas 
W.  Thompson,  Abram  Trigg,  Phiftp  Van  Cort- 
laodt,  Killtan  E.  Van  Re nsselaet,  Daniel  C.  Ver- 
plancE,  and  Pcleg  Wadsworth. 

Nats— Willis  Alstoti^^jaDior,  Isaac  AndNiOB, 
David  Bard,  Barnabas  fiidwell,  Phanuel  Bubop, 
John  Blake,  jr.,  Thomas  Blount  Robert  Brown, 
John  Boyle,  Joseph  Bryan,  William  Butl«r,  Geo. 
W.  Campbell,  Levi  Casey,  John  Chandler,  Joiui 
Claiborna,  George  Clinton,  jr-  John  CloploD, 
Oichard  Cook,  Jacob  Cfownmsbielil,  Ezra  Darby, 
William  Diokaoo,  PeiM  Early,  Jamei  Elliot,  Bb- 
aaezer  Elmer,  John  W.  Eppei^  William  Fiodler, 
James  FisIl^  John  Fowler,  Andrew  Gregg,  Iniah 
L.  Green^ilas  HaJsey,  John  Hamillon,  Jamei 
Holland,  Waiter  Jones,  Thomas  Kenan,  Nebami* 
ah  Knight,  John  Lambert,  Miehaal  Leib,  Patrick 
UagTudrr.  Nicholas  R.  Hoon,  Jeroniab  Morrow^ 
Roger  Ndson,  Joseph  H.  NicbolsoB,  Gideon  Oliu, 
John  Pogh,  John  Rhea  of  Tennsssee,  John  Riu- 
•ell,  Peter  SaiUy,  Martin  G.  Schuneman,  Ebene- 
2er  Seaver,  Jaraei  Sloan,  John  S mil ie,- O'Brien 
Smith,  Henry  Soathard,  Joseph  Stanton,  David 
Thomas,  Uti  Tracy,  Joseph  B.  Varnam,  Mat- 
thew Walton,  John  WhitehiU,  Robert  Whitehiil, 
Elipbalet  Wickes,  Nathan  Williama,  and  Joaapb 
Winaton. 

A  Memige  waa  received  from  the  PiiBatDEitT 
or  TBS  United  States,  aa  follows : 
Tathe  Senate  tout  Houuof 

B^rttailativet  of  Me  tMltd  SlattM  .- 
The  enclossd  letter  from  the  Minister  Plenipstenti- 
ary  of  the  United  States,  at  the  Court  of  London,  con- 
tains interesting  informatiou  on  the  subjects  of  m; 
Other  Menage  of  this  il&te.  It  is  sent  separately  and 
ConfldentiaHy,  because  its  publication  msy  discourage 
ftauk  commnnicalions  between  our  Mimsters,  gener- 


all  J,  and  the  GoTenunents  with  which  they  rasada.  Bad 
especially  between  the  same  MinistciB. 

JiBUiax  17.  1806.  TH.  JEFFERSON. 

The  letter  referred  to  In  the  foregoing  MesMge 
was  read. 

TauRanaY,  February  6. 

A  Message  was  received  from  the  Pbebideht    I 
or  THE  United  States, as  follows: 
To  t&t  Sennit  and  House  of 

ReprtMentativt*  of  the  United  State*  i 

Since  the  date  of  my  Message  of  January  a«vai> 
teenth,  a  letter  of  the  twentj^Lith  of  Norember  has 
been  received  from  the  Minister  PlenipotentiaTy  of  iIm 
United  Slates  at  London,  covering  one  from  die  Sec- 
retary for  Foiei^  Afleiis  of  that  Goremment,  whi^ 
being  on  the  subject  of  tljat  Message,  is  now  trannni^ 
ted  for  the  infaruatnn  at  Congress.  Altlkoogh  noth- 
ing forbids  the  substance  of  these  letters  fitmt  being 
communicated  without  reserve,  yet  so  many  Ul  e&ck 
proceed  from  the  poUicalion  of  oorra^ondrntcaa  b» 
tween  Hinlsteta,  remaining  still  in  office,  that  I  caiuM 
but  recommend  that  these  letters  be  not  pemutted  to 
b«  fonna%  published. 

TH.  JEPPERSOir. 

FiaauiBv  6,  ISOS. 

The  said  Message,  and  letters  accompanying  it, 
were  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

On  a  motion  made  to  amend  the  secret  Jouroal 
of  the  House',  in  the  manner  following,  to  wit: 
ToESDAT,  i^KCtnAerSl,  1805. 

The  following  motion  was  laid  on  the  table : ' 

Jtetoked,  That doUus  be  appt^priatad  1^  Uw, 

for  tlie  purpose  of  defraying  any  axtraoidhiHy  aipea- 
aes  whidi  may  be  incuirad  in  the  interoMne  betwma 
the  UmlMl  States  and  fonign  nations,  to  b«  paid  oat 
of  any  nMmeys  in  the  Treasqir  not  othsnriss  »mto- 
priated,  and  la  be  applied  under  the  ^Mction  of  the 
Piandent  of  the  United  States,  who  •f"V  Mn  atohoi^ 
ity,  if  aecassaiy,  to  borrow  the  said  nUD,  or  any  put 
thereof  in  behalf  of  the  United  States,  at  a  rata  of 
interest  not  exceeding  six  per  centum  per  aniuiiK; 
and  shsll  cause  «a  sccount  of  the,  expen&un  thssaof 
l«  be  laid  before  Congress  ss  soon  as  may  be. 

Xetohed,  That  the  additional  duly  of  two  and  a 
half  per  centum  ad  valoram,  imposed  by  an  act  enli- 
thd  "An  act  ftiither  to  protect  the  co 
men  of  the  Unttad  Statea  against  U 
STs,"  be  continued  far years. 

The  question  was  taken  that  the  Joomal  be  so 
amended,  and  resolved  in  the  affirmative,  by  yeas 
and  nays,  every  member  prescoi  voting  in  the  af- 
Drmative,  to  Wit: 

Isaac  Anderson,  Joho  Archer,  David  Bard  Jo> 
sepb  Barker,  Burwell  Basaeii,  George  M.  Bediit- 

S|r,  Silae  Betton,  Barnabas  Bidwell,  William 
lacUedge,  John  Blake,  jr^  Robert  Brown,  John 
Boyle,  Joseph  Bryan,  WiUiam  Butler,  John 
Campbell,  Levi  Casey,  John  Chandler,  Martin 
Chittenden,  John  Claiborne,  Christopher  Clark 
Joseph  Clay,  Matthew  Clay,  George  Clinton,  jr. 
Orchard  Cook,  Leonard  Covmgton,  Jacob  Crown- 
inahield,  Samuel  W.  Dana,  Ezra  Darby,  Jolui 
Davenport,  »,  William  Diokson,  James  Elliot, 
Caleb  Ellis, Ebenezer  Elmer,  William  Ely.John 
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"W.  BppM,  Willimni  Findley.  James  Fisk,  John 
Fowler,  Jamei  M.  Garneic,  Petemra  Goodwrn, 
Bdwin  Gray,  Andrew  0»gg,  Itaiah  L.  Qreen, 
Situ  Htlsey,  Jobn  Hamilton,  SeHi  Hastiogs, 
William  Helms,  David  Holmes,  David  Honeh, 
John  Q.  JackaoD,  Wtller  Jones,  James  Eelljr, 
Thomas  Kemn,  Nekemiah  Koight,  John  Lam- 
bert, Hicbael  Leib,  Joseph  Lewis,  jr.,  Henif  W. 
LinngatOD,  Hatlhew  Lyoo,  Patrick  Migrader, 
RobeK  Marion,  Josiah  Uasters,  William  Ho- 
Creery,  Darid  Meriwether,  Nicbolas  R.  Moore, 
Thomas  Moore,  Jnrcmiah  HoirOw,  John  Morrow, 
Jonsthaa  0.  Mowly,  Jeiemiah  Nettoo,  Thomas 
NewtoD,  jr.,  Josepih  H.  NieholiOD,  Gideon  Olin, 
Timoiby  Pitkin/ir.,  Jobn  Pogb,  Josiah  QDincy, 
John  Randolph,  Thomas  M.  Rmdolph,  John  Ren 
of  Pennsylvania,  John  R^  of  Tennessee.  Jacob 
Richards,  Jobs  RosmII,  Thomas  Sandrord,  Mat- 
tin  O.  Schoneman,  Ebenezer  Seaver,  Jaiqee 
Sloan,  John  Smilie,  J.  C.  Smith,  J.  Smilh,0'Briea 
Smith,  Samuel  Smith,  Thomas  Spalding,  Rich- 
ard Stanford,  William  Siedman,  Lewis  B.  Slur- 
gn,  Bamnet  Taggarl,  Benjamin  Tallmadge,  Sam- 
uel Tenney,  David  Thomas,  Philip  R.Thomp- 
oOD,  Thomas  W.  ThompWD,  Uri  Tracy,  Abram 
Trigg,  Philip  Van  Cottlandt,  Eitlian  K.  Van 
Rensselaet,  Jotepb  B.  Vamam,  Daniel  G.  Yer- 
|4ah^  Pelec  Wadsworth.  Jobn  Wfaitehill,  Rob- 
ert Whitehill.  Elipbalet  Wickes,  David  R.  Wil- 
liams, Harmadake  Williams,  Nathan  Williams, 
Alexander  'WtUoo,  Joseph  Winston,  aod  Thomas 
Wynns. 

A  motion  was  then  mtde  that  a  comjtaittee  be 
appoipted  to  present  to  the  President  of  the  Uni- 
tM  Surtes  the  resolution  agreed  to  by  this  House, 
OD  the  foarteenth  ultimo,  in  the  words  following, 
to  wit! 

Sttohtd,  That  an  Mduinee  af  territorr  batwnn 
tbs  Vnilad  StatM  and  Spain  is  deemsd  }n  this  EopM 
Inbaflwmast  adtintagMHismodeof  MttMnentof  ex- 
blinK  diScnhies  respecting  the  limits  betwsan  tba 
OnitadSlatas  and  the  Court  of  Madrid ;  and  that 
Bmangefitml  batiraen  tha  two  Oovi 


thata^ 


»  Spain  an  ampb  barrier  on  th«  «de  of 
H«xi«o,  and  t«  the  United  States  the-  conntriea  wa- 
taad  bj  the  IBawsippi,  and  to  llM'Saatwud  id  it, 
wiH  naat  ths  a^ttdwlion  of  this  Honsa. 

On  which  motion,  debate  arising,  it  wa*  moved 
to  postpone  the  conaideration  thereof  until  Thurs- 
day next,  and  decided  in  the  negative— yeas  S7, 
MTs  6i,  as  folloxfi 

YiAa— Willis  ^ 

Eph  Bariier,  Barnabas  Bidwell,  Phannel  Bishop, 
TVilliam  Blackledge,  John  Blake,  jr^  Thomas 
Blount,  Robert  Brown,  Jobn  Boyle,  Joseph  Bry- 


TxAa — Willis  Alstoif.  ir>,  Isaac  AndersDn,  Jo- 
•eph  Bariier,  Barnabas  Bidwell,  Phannel  Bishop, 
William  Blackledge,  John  Blake,  jr^  Thomas 
Blount,  Robert  Brown,  Jobn  Boyle,  Joseph  Bry- 
an, Oeor^  W.  Campbell,  John  (Thandler,  George 
Clinloii,  jr^  Frederick  Conrad,  Jacob  Crownio- 
■Udd,  Richard  Cnlts,  Ezra  Darby  William  Dick- 
son, Peter  Bariy,  Bbenezer  Elmer,  William  Find- 
lev,  John  Fowler,  AodrewOregg^UaiahL.  Green, 
alas  Halsey,  John  Hamilton.  William  Helms, 
tmrnei  Holland,  Walter  Jones,  Nebemiah  Knight, 
John  Lambert,  Patrick  Magroder,  Robert  Marion, 
Nicholas  R.  Moore,  Jeremiah  Morrow,  OideOn 
Olio,  Jobn  Pugh,  Thomas  M.  Randolph,  Jobn 
Rhea  o{  Tenn«eee«^  Jacob  Riohards,  John  Rtis- 


sell,  Peter  Sailly,  Martin  G.  Sehi 
e7er  Seaver,  James  Sloan,  John  Smilie,  Henry 
Southard,  Joseph  Stanton,  Darid  Thomas,  Uri 
Tracy,  Joseph  B.  Varaum,  John  Whiiehill,  Rob- 
ert Whitebili,  Mamiadnke  Williams,  Nathan 
Williams,  and  Thomas  Wynas. 

Nats— David  Bard,  Burwell  Basse tt,  George 
M,  Bedinger,  Silas  Betlon,  William  Butler,  Levi 
Casey,Mariin  ChitlendeD,  Joha  Claiborne,  Chris- 
topher Clark,  Joseph  Cla£,  Maiihew  Clay,  Leon- 
ard Covington,  Samuel  W.  Dana,  Jobn  Daveb' 
fori,  jr.,  Ames  Elliot,  Caleb  Ellis,  William  Ely, 
ahn  W.  Eppes  James  M.  Oarneit,  Peieison 
.Ooodwyn,  Seth-  Hastings,  David  Holmes,  David 
Hough,  John  O.  Jackson,  James  Kelly,  Thomaa 
Kenan,  Michael  Leib,  Joseph  Lewis,  jr.,  Henry 
W.  Livingston,  Matthew  Lyon,  Josiah  Mastera, 
William  McCreery-,  David  Meriwether,  Thoinss 
Moore,  John  Morrow,  Jonathan  O.  Mosely,  Jere- 
miah Nelson,  Thomas  Newton,  jr.,  Joseph  H. 
Nicholson,  Timothy  Fitkb,  Jr.,  Josiah  Quincy, 
John  Randoloh,  John  Rea  of  Pennsylvania.  Thos. 
Sammons,  Tnomas  Saoford.  John  Cotton  Smith, 
John  Smith,  Samuel  Smith,  Thomas  Spalding, 
Richard  Stanford,  William  Stei^man.  Lewis  B. 
Siurges,  Samuel  Ta^nrt,  Benjamin  Tnllmadge, 
Samuel  Tenney,  Philip  R.  Thompton,  Ttiomaa 
W.  Thompson,  Philip  Tan  Cortlaodt,  Killian  K. 
Van  Rensselaer,  Dan'l  C.  Verplanek,  Peleir  Wada- 
wortfa,  Etiphalet  Wickes,  David  R.  WilUanu, 
Alexander  Wilson,  and  Joseph  Winston. 

Another  motion  was  then  made  to  amend  tho 
said  originaj  motion,  by  instractiiiffltke  same  com^ 
mitlee  also  to  present  to  the  President  of  the  tJni- 
ted  States  another  resolution,  agreed  to  1^  thia 
Honseg  on  the  said  foarteenth  ultimo,  in  the  word* 
following,  to  wit : 

•■  Stuffed.  That  —^  doHara  ba  appraprialad,  bj 
law,  towards  deftaving  the  «Baiise  which  may  ba  in- 
enrnd  in  the  poreMse  of  the  Spaiush  territt^M  lying 
on  Oe  Atlantto  aceui  and  Golf  of  Msiioo,  and  eol- 
wardof  dieMissijMliipi,t»be  paid  oat  4rf  any  manayin 
the  Treasury  not  othwiriMaMtmaial^d,  and  to  b«  a^ 
pbed  under  llw  direction  of  Ue  nesMent  of  the  Um- 
ted  Stales,  who  shall  have  Buthority,  if  necnaaiy,  le 
borrow  the  said  aum,  or  any  part  thrae<rf^  in  belulf  of 

.,    n_-..>a — rfintereat  not  excoeding 

at  will;  and 
IberKif  to  ba  laid  beftn  Con- 
On  which  motion  to  amend,  the  question  being 
taken,  it  Vas  rewdved  in  the  aSirif^ative. 

And  then  the  main  queatioD  beia^  taken,  (hat 
the  House  do  agree  to  the  said  orifpaal  motion, 
as  now  uneadM,  it  was  resolved  in  the  sffitm- 
ative. 

Ordertd,  That  Ui.  Jonii  Ramimlpb  and  Ur. 
Onaoa  be  appointed  acommittee  pvrsaant  thereto. 


TuHDAY,  Febmary  11. 
Mr.  Joan  RAtiooLpa,  from  the  committee  ap- 
pointed Ml  Thursday  last,  to  present  to  the  Pres- 
ident of  the  United  States  two  resolutions  of  this 
House,  of  the  foiirteenlti  nltiiMO,  reported  that  the 
commit  tee  had  peifbrmed  that  service. 
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Mt.  THOiri.B  M.  RiNSOi^H,  from  the  Commit- 
tee for  EoroHed  Bills,  reported  that  the  commit 
tee  had  examined  ao  enroUrd  bill,  to  wit:  "An 
act  making  provisioa  for  defraying  say  eitra- 
or^inary  expenses,  attending  the  iniercDurae  be- 


1  the  Uaiied  States  and  for 


md  bad  found  the.satnet 


I  foreign  nalioDs" 
be  truly  enrolled : 


rolled  bill. 

Ordered,  That  the  Clerk  of  ibis  House  do  ae- 
qnaini  the  Senate  therewithi 

Wedkebdat,  February  12, 
Mr.  Thomas  M.  Rakooi,ph,  from  the  Joint 
ConimUtee  for  Enrolled  BilU,  reported  that  the 
committee  did,-vesierday,  present  lo  the  Prestdent 
of  the  United  States  for  his  approbation,  an  en- 
rolled bill,  entitled  "An  act  making  prorisioa  for 
defraying  any  exmordioary  expense*  atteDding 
the  intercourse  between  the  United  Slates  and 
foreign  nations."  i 

Tdesdat,  Febtpary  18. 
The  foltowiog  Message  was  received  from  the 
pBEsiOEitT  or  THE  Un|tbb  States: 
of  Rmraenlaiit 
o/tU  United 
On  the  thirteeDth  initant,  I  approved  and  Mgned  the 
■ct,  entitled  "  An  act  making  praiiuon  fbi  defraying 
anj  eilioordinary  expenses  atwliding  the  intercourse 
between  the  United  States  and  foreign  mations,''  which 
oiiginated  in  the  House  of  BepresentatlTea,  and  I  shall, 
in  doe  season,  deposit  it  among  the  roUs  in  the  office  of 
Uie  BflctetBTT  of  8Ut«. 
.  ^  ,  TH.  JEFFEBBOW. 

PiBBCUtT  18,  1806. 

The  said  Message  was  read,  And  ordered  to  lie 
OK  ibe  table. 

FsiDAT,  March  31. 

On  a  motion  made  and  seconded, 

Raohed,  That  the  injunction  of  seciecj  imposed  < 
the  ptoceedings  which  have  beeli  tnuimcted  with  closed 
doors,  during  the  present  session,  be  rejnoved. 

Go  the  question  that  the  farther  consideration 
of  the  said  resolution  be  postponed  until,  the  last 
Monday  in  the  present  month,  it  was  resolred  ia 
the  affirmative — yeas  69,  nays  57,  as  follows : 

YE«e-<-Wiltis  Alston,  jr.,  Isaac  Anderson,  Da- 
vid Ba«d|  Joseph  Barker,  Barnabas  Bidwell,  Wil- 
liam BUckledge,  John  Blake,  jV.,  Thomas  Blount, 
Robert  Brown,  John  Boyle,  Geoifre  W.Camp- 
bell,' John  Chandler,  John  Claiborne,  Matthew 
Clay,  Frederick  Conrad,  Orchard  Cook,  Jacob 
Crowoiustii eld,  Richard  Cults, Bira  Darbf,  John 
bawsoo,  William  Dickson,  Elias  Earle,  Peter 
Early,  Ebenezer  Elmer,  William  Findtey,  James 
Fisk,  John  Fowler,  Peterson  Qoodwyn,  Andrew 
Gregg,  Isaiah  L.  Green,  Silas  Halsey,  Joba  Ham- 
ilton, William  Helm!.,  John  G.  Jackson,  Walter 
JoiKs,  Thomas  Kenan,  Nehemiah  Koigbt,  Mat- 
thew Lyon,  Duncan  MacFarland,  Robert  Marion, 
William  McCteery,  Nicholas  R.  Moore,  Jeremi- 


r,  Gordon  S.  Mamford,  Roger  Nelson, 
jewton,  ir,,  Gideon  Olin,  Johit   "-  •- 


ah  Morrow,  (_  %      ^  ■ 

Thomas  Newlon,  ir,,  Gideon  Olin,  John  Pngh, 
Thomas  M.  Randolph,  John  Rbea  of  Teiiii"e«s«i 
Jacob  Richards,  John  Rnteell,  Martin  G.  SchiK 
nemsD,  Bbenezer  Seaver,  James  Sloan,  Joha 
Smilte,  John  Smith,  Henry  Southard,  Jok^ 
Stanton,  David  Thomaa,  Uri  Tmcy,  Joseph  B. 
Varonm,  Matthew  Walton,  John  Wbtt«hni,  Rob- 
ert Whitehill,  Bliphalet  Wickes,  Natbao  Wil- 
liams, Richard  Winn,  and  Joseph  Winston. 

Natb— Barweil  Basseti,  George  M.  Bedincs, 
ailM  BcKon,  James  M.  Braom,  William  Bniler, 
John  Campbell.  Martin  Chittenden,  Christoffcec 
Clatfe,  Joseph  Clay,  Leonard  Covington,  Skmnd 
W.  Dana,  John  Dnvenpott,  jr.,  James  Blliol,  Ca- 
leb Ellis,  William  Ely,  Jobn  W.  Eppes,  immtet 
M.  Gamete,  Charles  Goldsborougb.  Edwin  Qiajf, 
Selh  Hastings,  David  Holmes,  David  Hotifli, 
Jamss  Kelly,  Michael  Leib,  Joseph  Lewi*,  jr., 
Patrick  Magruder.  Josiah  Masters,  Thos.  Moore, 
Jonathan  O.  Mosely,  Jeremiah  Nelaon,  Joseph  H. 
Nichohoo,  Timothy  Pitkin,  Jr.,  Josiah  Qniitef, 
John  Rabdolph,  John  Rea  of  Pennsylvania,  Peter 
Sailly,  Thomas  Sammons,  Thds.  Sandford,  John 
Cotton  Smith,  Samuel  Smith.  Thomas  Sp^dii^ 
Richard  Stanford.  William  Stsdman,  Lewb  B. 
Slurges,  Samnel  Ta«art.  Benjamin  Tal]roa4g«, 
Samuel  Tenney,  Philip  R.  Tbompsoo,  ThonHU 
W.  Thompson,  Abram  Trigg,  Philip  Van  Cort- 
landt,  Killian  K.  Van  Rensselaer,  Daniel  C.  Ver- 
planck,  PeWg  Wadsworlh,  David  R.  Williams, 
Mermaduke  Williams,  and  Alexander  Wilson. 

Monday,  March  24. 

The  following  Message  was  received  from  the 
Pbebidbnt  op  TiiE  United  States; 
7b  the  Senate  and  Hoau  of 

R^aentativa  oftht  United Staia.- 

I  commnnicAte  to  Congress  a  letter  lecantlj  rMoved 
from  the  Minister  Ilsnipbteutisr;  of  the  United  SIsMb 
at  London,  stating  some  urcumstsnoss  nh"'-  >----  — 
lationlo  the  subject  of  my  Hesssges^Ju 
teenth.  TKis-paper  being  original,  sod  to 
nicated  to  both  Hodbh,  Uie  letam  of  it  ia  i 

TH.  J&FFE] 

Hia.cB34,'l606. 

The  said  Messue  and  document  nceMnpany- 
ing  it,  were  severally  twice  read. 

Ordered,  That  the  leuer  referred  to  in  tha  said 
Message  be  returned  to  the  President  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  agreeably  to  his  request. 

MoHDAT,  March  31. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  LBin,  thai  the  House  do  come 
to  the  following  resolution : 

Jlaohitd,  That  (be  injunction  of  senet?  imposed  «b 
A«  proceedings  which  have  been  transact«d  with  doasd 
doors  during  the  present  seaaion,  be  removed  : 

It  was  moved  to 'amend  the  said  resolution,  bf 
adding  to  the  end  thereof,  the  *ords.  "from  m 
after  this  day  fortnight;**  And,  on  the  question 
thereupon,  it  passed  in  .the  Degniive — yeas  61, 
navs  62,  as  follows : 

YaA»— Willis  Akton,  jr.,  Isaac  ABderson,  D>- 
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Yii  BardjJoseph  Barker,  BarDabBsBidwell,  Wil- 
liam Blackledge,  Jobn  Blake,  jr.  Thos.  Bloaot, 
Robert  Brown,  Oeo.  W.  Campbell,  Jobn  Cband- 
ler,  Johp  Claibonie,  John  Clopion,  Frederick 
Conrad,  Orchard  Cook,  Jacob  Crowoiashield, 
Ricberd  Cutta,  Ezra  Darby,  William  Dickson, 
Bliaa  Earle,  Peter  Early,  Ebenezer  Elmer,  Wil- 
liam Findley,  James  Fisk,  Peterson  Ooodvyn, 
Andrew  Gregg,  Isaiah  L.  Oreen,  Silas  Halsey, 
John  Hamilton,  William  Helms,  Waller  Jones, 
John  Lftmbert,  Matthew  Ijyon,  Duncaa  Mae- 
Farland,  Robert  Marion,  William  McCreery, 
Nicbolas  R.  Moore,  Jeremiah  Morrow,  Gurdoa 
S.  Hutnford,  Roger  Nelson  Qideon  Olio,  John 
Pagh,  Thomas  M.  Randolph,  John  Rhea  of  Ten- 
nessee, John  Russell,  Martin  Q.  Schuneman, 
Ebenezer  Searer,  Jamea  Sloa^,  John  Smilie,  John 
Smith,  Henry  Southard,  Joteph  Stanton,  David 
Thomas  Uri  Traoj^  Joseph  B.  Varnom,  John 
Whilehill,  Robert  Whiiehill^li(thilet  Wickei, 
Nalban  Williams,  Richard  Winn,  and  Joseph 
Winston. 

Nats— Evan  Aleiander,  Burwell  Basselt, 
George  M.  Bedinger,  Silas  Betion,  William 
Buller,  John  Campbell,  Levi  Casey,  Martin 
Chittenden,  Christopher  Ctark^  Joseph  Cla^, 
Matibetr  Clar,  Leonard  Covington,  Samuel 
W.  Dana,  John  Davenport,  jr.,  Joho  Dawson, 
James  Billot,  Caleb  Ellis,  William  Elv,  John  W. 
EppM,  James  M.  Qatneit,  Charles  Oold^boroagh, 
Edwin  Gray,  Seth  Hastings,  David  Holmes, 
David  Hough,  Jobn  Q.  Jackson,  James  Kell^, 
Thomas  Kenan,  Micbael  Leib,   Joseph  Lewis, 

Sn.,  Patrick  Magrader,  Josiah  Masters,  Thomas 
oore,  John  Morrow,  Jonathan  O.  Mosely,  Jere- 
miah Nelson,  Thomai  Newton,  jun..  Timothy 
Pitkin, JUD.,  Josiah  (luiacy,  John  Randolph,  John 
ReaorPennsylvaiiia,  Jacob  Richard  H,  Peter  Sailly, 
Thomas  Sammons,  Thomas  Sandfbrd,  Jobn 
Cotton  Smith  Samuel  Smith,  Thomas  Spalding, 
Richard  StaDrord,  William  Stedman,  Lewis  B. 
Siurges,  Samnel  Tageart  Benjamin  Tallmadge, 
Bamuel  Tenney,  PhUip  R.  Thompson,  Thomas 
W.  Thomnon,  Abram  Trin,  Killian  K.  Vaa 
ReQuetaerjPelesWadtworth,  David  R.Williams, 
Harmaduke  Wuliams,  and  Alexander  Wilson. 

Abother  motion  was  then  made  to  amend  the 
nid  reMlution.  by  insetting,  after  the  word  "that," 
in  the  first  line,  toe  words,  "from  and  after  the  end 
of  the  present  session  of  Congress :"  And  on  the 
question  therenpon.  it  passed  in  the  negative — 
yeai  59,  nays  61,  as  follows : 

YsiLa — Willi:*  Alston,  jr.,  Isaac  Anderson,  Jo- 
seph Barker,  Barnabas  Bidwell,  Williatn  Black- 
ledge,  John  Blake,  jr.,  Thomas  Blount,  Robert 
Brown.  OeorKeW.Cainpbell.JobnCbandler^ohn 
Claiborne,  Matthew  Clay,  John  CloploQ,  Fred- 
crick  Conrad,  Orchard  Cook,  Jacob  Crowuin- 
shietd,  Richard  Cults,  Ezra  Darby,  William 
Die ksonj^E lias  Earle,  Peler  Early.  Ebenezer 
Elmer,  William  Findley,  James  Fisk,  Peterson 
Ooodwyn,  Andrew  Qregg,  Isaiah  L.  Green,  Silaii 
Halsey,  John  Hamilton,  William  Helms,  John 
Lajnbert,  Matthew  Lyon,  Duncan  McFarland, 
Robert  Marion,  WilKam  McCreery,  Nicbolas  R. 
Moore,  Jeremiah  Monow,  Qurdon  S.  Mumfwd, 


Roger  Nelson,  Gideon  Otin,  John  Pugh,  Thomas 
M.  Randolph,  John  Rhea  of  Teonesaee,  John 
Russell,  Martin  G.  Schuoeman,  Ebenezer  Seavec, 
Jaines  Sloan,  Joho  Smilie,  Henry  Southard,  Jo- 
seph Stanton.  David  Thomas,  Uri  Tracy,  Josepti 
B.  Varoum,  John  Wbitehill,  Robert  Whilehill, 
Eliphalet  Wickes,  Nathan  Williams,  Richard 
Winn,  and  Joseph  Winston. 

Nats  — Evan  Alexander,  Burwell  Baasetl, 
George  M.  Bedinger,  Silas  Betton,  William  But- 
ler,  John  Campbell,  Mania  Chittenden,  Chrislo- 
pher  Clark,  Joseph  Clay,  Leonard  Covingto^ 
Samnel  W.  Dana,  John  Davenport,  iuo.,  JohK 
DawsOD,  Jamea  Elltot,  Caleb  Ellia,  Willigm  Ely, 
John  W.  Eppes,  James  M.  Garnett,  Charlea 
Goldsborough,  Edwin  Gray,  Seth. Hastings  D»- 
vid  Holmes,  David  Hough,  John  G.  Jackson, 
Walter  Jonea,.'James  Kelly,  Michael  Leib,  Jo- 
seph Lewis,  jun.,  Patrick  Magruder,  Joaiah  Mas- 
ters, Thomas  Moore,  John  Marrow,  Jonathan  O. 
Mosely,  Jeremiah  Nelson,  Thomas  Newton,  jr, 
Timothy  Pitkin,  jr.,  Joaiab  Auincy,  John  Ran- 
dolph, /oho  Rea  of  Peonsylvani*,  Jacob  Rich- 
ards. Peter  SaiUy,  Thomas  Sammons,  Tbomu 
SandfortL  John  CoUod  Smith,  John  Smith,  Sam- 
uel Smith,  Thomas  Spalding,  Richard  Stanford, 
William  Stedman,  Lewis  B.  Sturges  Samuel 
Ta^art,  Benjamin  Tallmadge,  Samuel  Tenney, 
PhUip  R.  Thompson,  Thomas  W;  Thompson, 
Abram  Trigg,  Rillian  K.  Van  Rensselaer,  Peleg 
Wadsworlh,  David  R.  Williams,  Marmaduke 
Williams,  and  Alexander  Wilson. 

A  motion  was  then  made,  and  the  question 
being  put,  that  the  farther  consideration  of  the 
said  resolution  be  postponed  until  this  day  week, 
it  pawed  in  the  negative — yeas  .58,  nays  62,  ai 
follows : 

Ybas — Willis  Alston,  jun,,  Isaac  Anderson, 
Joseph  Barker.  Barnabas  Bidwell,  William  Black- 
ledge,  John  Blake,  jun.,  Thomas  Blount,  Robert 
Brown,  George  W.  Campbell,  John  Chandler, 
John  Claiborne,  Matthew  Clay,  John  Clopton, 
Frederick  Conrad,  Orchard  Cook,  Jacob  Crown- 
inshield,  Richard  Cutts,  Ezra  Darby,  William 
Dickson,  Elias  Earl#  Peter  ELarly,  Ebenezer  El- 
mer, William  Findley,  James  Fisk,  Peterson 
Goodwyo,  Andrew  Qregg,  Isaiah  L.  Green,  Silas 
Halsey,  John  Hamilton,  William  Helms;  John 
Lambert,  Matthew  Lyon,  Duncan  MacFarland, 
Robert  Marion,  William  McCreery,  Nicbolas  R, 
Moore,  Jeremiah  Morrow,  Gurdon  S.  Mumford, 
Roger  Nelson,  Gideon  Olin,  John  Pugh,  Thomas 
M.  Randolph,  John  Rbea  of  Tennenee,  John 
Russell,  Martin  G.  Schuneraan,  Ebentier  Sea- 
ver,  James  Sloan,  John  Smilie,  Henry  Southard, 
JoMph  Stanton,  David  Thomas,  Joseph  B.  Var- 
num,  Jobn  Whitehill,  Robert  Wbitehili,  Ellpk»- 
let  Wickes,  Nathan  Williams,  Richard  Winn, 
and  Joseph  Winston. 

Nayb — Evan  Alexander,  BurweU  Bassett,  Geo. 
M.  Bedinger,  Silas  Betton,  William  Butler,  John 
Campbell,  Mariin  Chittenden,  Christopher  Clark, 
Joseph  Clay,  Leonard  Coviogion,  Samuel  W. 
Dana,  Joho  Davenport,  jun.,  John  Dawson,  Jes. 
Elliot,  Caleb  Ellis,  William  Ely,  John  W.  Eppes, 
James  M,  Garnett,  Charles  Oddabtnoogb,  Edwin 
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Qnj,  Selh  Hasijogs,  DarEd  Holmea,  David 
Hough,  Joha  Q.  Jackson,  Waiter  Jones,  Jamea 
Kellf,  Thomas  Kenan,  Michael  Leib,  Joseph 
Lewis,  juo<,  Patrick  Magruder,  Josiah  Master.*, 
Thomas  Moore,  John  Morrow,  Jonathan  O.  Mose- 
Ijr,  Jeremiah  Nelson,  Thomas  Newton,  jun.,  Tim- 
oiny  Pitkin,  jun.,  Josiah  Quinc;.  John  Raodotpb, 
John  Rea  of  FenosrlTania,  Jacob  Richards,  Peter 
Saillf,  Thomas  Sammons,  Thomas  Sandford, 
John  Cotton  Smith,  John  Smith,  Samuel  Smith, 
Thomas  Spaldiog,  Richard  Staoford,  William 
Btedman,  Lewis  B,  Sturges.  Samnel  Tugart, 
Benjamin  Tallmadge,  Samuel  Teoney,  Philip  R. 
ThDmpson.TboaiBsW.  Thomson,  Abram  Trigg, 
Killiau  K.  Tan  Rensselaer,  Peleg  Wadawortn. 
David  R.  Williams,  Maimaduke  Williams,  and 
Aleiandet  Wilson. 

And  then  the  main  qaestion  being  taken,  thai 
ihe  House  do  a^ree  lo  the  said  resomtion,  as  ori- 
ginally moved,  in  the  wo^s  following,  (o  wit: 

"  Btmhed,  That  the  injanctioD  oCtoancj  imposed 
on  tba  procMdiiigi  which  have,  betn  trausactad  with 
dosed  dxiTf,  during  the  preeent  sssmdh,  be  lanaoved." 

It  was  resolved  in  the  tfErmatire— reaa  63, 
nays  56,  at  follows: 

Teas — Evan  Alexander,  Burwelh  Bassetl,  Qeo. 
M.  BediogerfSilas  Betton,  William  Batler,  John 
Campbell.  Martin  ChilteDden,  Christopher  Clark, 
Josepn  Clay,  Leonard  Covington,  Samuel  yf. 
Dana,  John  Davenport,  jun^  John  Dawson,  Jas. 
Elliot,  Caleb  Eliiv^Wm.  Ely,  John  W.  Eppes, 
James  M.  Qaraett,  Charles  Ooldsborough,  Peter- 
■00  Ooodwyn,  Edwin  Gray,  Selb  Hasiinga,  Da- 
vid Holmes,  David  Hough,  Joha  O.  Jackson, 
Walter  Joara,  Jamea  KeUjr,  Tboidas  Kenaq,  Hi. 


chaet  Leib,  Joseph  Lewis,  jun.,  Patrick  Magrader, 
Josiah  Masters,  Thomas  Moore,  John  Morrow, 
Jonathan  O.  Mosely.  Jeremiah  Nelson,  Tbomu 
Newton,  jun.,  Timotny  Pitkio,  jun.,  Josiah  Q^in- 
ey,  John  Randolph,  John  Rea  of  Penasylrania, 
Jacob  Richards  Peter  Sailly, Thomas  Sanunou, 
Thomas  Sandford,  John  C.Smith,  John  Smitk 
Samuel  Smith,  Thomas  Spalding,  Richard  Stan^ 
/ord,  William  Stedman^Lewis  B.  Sturgea,  Sam- 
uel TBggart,  Benjamin  Tallmadge.  Samuel  Ten- 
ney,  PhSip  R.  Thompson,  Thomaj  W.  Thomp- 
son, Abram  Triffg,  Killian  K.  Van  Rensselaer, 
Peleg  Wadswonl,  Daviil  R.  WilliamB,  Marma- 
duke  Williamsj  and  Alexander  Wilson. 

Natb— Willis  AlstQD,  jun.,  Isaac  Anderson, 
Joseph  Barker,  BatnabaaBidwell,  William  Black- 
ledge,  John  Blak^un.,  Thamas  Bloont,  Robert 
Brown.  George  W.  Campbell  John  CbaDdJer, 
John  Claiborne,  John  Clopton,  Frederick  Conrad. 
Orchard  Cook,  Jacob  Crowninshield,  Richard 
Cutis,  Ezra  Darby,  William  Dickson,  Slias  Earie, 
Peter  Early,  Ebeoezer  Elmer,  William  Fiodle^, 
James  Fisk,  Andrew  OreggJIsaiah  L,  Oreen,  Si- 
las Halsey. John  Hamilton, William  Hetms,Johfl 
Lambert,  Maitbew  Lyon,  Duncan  MacFarlaod, 
Robert  Marion,  William  McCreery,  Nicholaa  R. 
Moore,  Jeremiah  Morrow,  Ourdon  S.  Mumford, 
Roger  Nelson,  Qideon  Obn,  John  Pogh,  Thoma* 
M.  Randolph,  John  Rhea  of  Tennessee  Jolut 
Russell,  Martin  G.  Scbuneman,  Ebenezer  Ser- 
ver, James  Sloan,  John  Smilie,  Henry  Bonthard, 
Joseph  Stanton,  David  Thomas,  Joseph  B.  Var- 
numjJohn  Whilehill,  Roben  Whitehill,  Elipha- 
let  Wickes,  Nathan  Willianu,  Richard  Wino, 
and  Joseph  Winston. 

And  then  the  House  adjourned. 
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APPENDII 


TO  THE  mSTORT  OF  THE  NINTH  CONGRESS. 


COMPRI8INO  THE  MOST  IMPORTANT  DOOUMBNT6  OHIGtNATINa  DURINa  THAT  CON. 
OREBa,  AND  THE  PCBUC  ACTS  PABSED  BT  IT. 


STATE  OF  THE  FINANCES. 

[Couniiiiiicated  t«  the  S«Dkt«,  D««Bab«T  0, 1605.] 

Id  obedience  to  the  directions  of  the  act  aaii 
plemeotary  to  the  act,  emitted  "An  kct  to  eslat- 
lislrthe  Treawry  Depirtment,"  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  TespecUully  anbinits  the  following 
rrport  and  estimates: 

Saxnue  tmd  lUetfyft, 
7%e  nat  lerenae,  arrong  from  dntie*    

tni  tonnage,  which  aecnied  during  Ae  year  ISOt, 

•monntad  to  ■  •  ■  -  .  C1S,030,37» 
The  net  menne,  ariaing  fiom  tlia  aame 

aonrce,  which  accraed  daring  die  jear 

1805,  amounted  to    -        •        •        - 
That  which  accrned  dniing    the  jear 

IS03,  amomitad  to    -        -        ■        . 
And  that  which  aecmed  dnrinf  the  year 

IBOl,  amountlrd,  t&ei  deducting  tliat 

portion  which  aroae  from  the  additional 

dutieg,  coaititoting  the  Mediteiranean 

fund,  u  w91  appear  by  the  atatemeut 

A,to        -        -        -    ,    -        -        - 

It  ia  aacertained  that  the  net  rerenne  which  haa  ab- 
crned  daring  the- three  firat  qnartata  of  the  year  I80B, 
doe*  not  faH  ahort  of  that  of  the  oatTeapoudiDg  qnar- 
ton  i^  the  year  1804.  And  that  branch  of  revenne 
ina^,  excloavely  of  the  Mediterranean  tani,  be  aafely 
eatunatad,  for  the  preaoit,  at  twel*e  miUiona  of  ddkuii, 
which  ia  nearly  the  average  of  the  two  yeara  1808  and 
1804. 


10,164,M1 
Il,3O0,48« 


1S,S7 1,338 


aentlT  shew  that  no  ,        .      ._    

branch  of  the  rereDne  ia  doe  to  Uie  nentrali^  of  the 
United  States,  dming  Ae  contfainMiee  of  war  in  En- 
rope.  Tet,  if  Qte  terrave  of  ISBS,  tha  only  year  of 
Bntopean  pwoe'  aineo  179S,  be  cormdeted  ai  dia  beat 
bajb  on  wbidi  to  fi>hn  an  aaliniBte,  thia,wilh  Oi  addj- 
tion  of  ten  per  cent  on  aeeonnt  of  tba  JQcmasQ  of  pop. 
nlation  for  tbree  yean,  and  of  near  tOOfiOO  dollars,  the 
computed  roTenne  of  New  OiIeaDS,  will  glre 

of  near  eleven  miUiona  and  a  halC    The  atab. . 

exhitnla  in  detail  the  aereral  ^ledea  4rf  narchandiBe 
and  other  aoorcea  ftom  which  that  lerenne  yraa  Mdlect- 
ad  daring  the  year  ISM. 

The  reienae  ariaing  from  the  aalet  of  pnUie  lands 
haa  been  greater  dnting  ifa*  year  ending  on  the  80th 
September,  1S06,  than  that  of  any  praceding  year.  It 
appears  by  the  atatament  C  that,  dnring,  that  period, 
bendes  145,900  Mm  aold  to  ponona  elunJng  «iliftt 


of  pk*.«nptian,  9474,000  no—  ha*«  been  diapMad  o^ 
at  the  ordinary  salaB;  making,  •hotfethar,  with  die 
preceding  sales,  from  the  time  when  the  land  office* 
weia  opened  in  ISOO  and  ISOI,  an  aggregate  of  near 
two  milliona  of  anas.  The  Mlwl  p^nanta  by  pop- 
ohaaera,  wliich,  dnring  the  ya«r  andlig  on  the  SOth 
September,  tBOl,  hadamennted  to43t,OOOdoUaM,and 
lua  not,  in  any  one  Dreiioat  year,  eieseded  S60,000 
doUara,  have,  daring  IJM  year  ending  on  the  80th  Se^ 
tember,  180S,  amonuted  to  676,000  dollara ;  of  which 
•am  fiSS/HW  doUar*  were  paid  In  apecie,  and  the  resi- 
due in  stock  of  the  public  debt.  Tlie  apede  receipla 
liom  that  aonrco  may,  for  flie  ensuing  year,  tie  safely 
estimaled  at  £>e  bandied  thonaand  dollara. 


J  the  doties  o'a  postage  and  other  small  iaci- 
dental  bruches,  be  ctHnputed,  for  the  year  iBOO,  at 
ttrehe  '"■ik™«  sad  fiVe  hundrsd  thon- 
aand dollatt      -        -        -  .•13,600,000 


le  year,  on  swoonnt  ol 


nean  ftind''  which  will  have  accmad 
to  the  Slat  day  ai  March  next,  are  ea- 
tunatad at  nine  hundred  thonaand  dol. 
hn,  and  about  one  hundred  thonsand  . 
may  be  expected  from  die  arrears  of 
Intacnal  dntlea  and  of  tfa»  direct  tax, 
and  bom  other  incidental  branches,; 


"rr*™". 


r  temporanand 
mlDion  doUais 


,__ day  of  8  . 

last,  amonuted  to  4,57S,6M  doUais, 
the  receipts  and  cnrrent  ax- 


nunished  st  the  end  of  this  year,  only 
by  the  payments  on  aoconnt  of  dio 
American  clauns  assumed  by  the  con- 
Tention  with  France;  eiia  as  the 
whole  amonul  of  thoee  claims  whidi 
lemainDd  unpaid  on  the  SOth  day  of 
September  last,  wiO,  in-thia  estimate, 
be  stated  amongst  the  aipendlturea  of 
180^  the  irtiole  of  the  above-mentioll- 
ed  balance  may  be  added  to  tba  to- 
edpts  of  that  year,  vis:      - 


MaUng,  in  the  whole,  an  aggregate  of 
monthanaf^lsanmiBimofMlBn   91B,0TB,0D0 
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Tbe  erpensei  of  th«  jeai  1806,  whidi  most  b«  de- 
ftajed  out  of  those  resource*,  are,  like  tho' lereBna, 
eilhei  of  *  peniiuient  nature  at  temponu^. 

The  p«imtpeDl  eijieiiMi  am  et^maled  at  11,460,- 
000  doUan,  and  coiisut  of  the  following  itemi,  t!i : 
1.  Ths  annuBt  appiDpriatloD  of  eight  millioiu  of .  did- 

lan  for  the^jment  af  the  principsl  and  inleratt  of 

the  pablic  debt,  of  which  more  than  4,000,000  dol- 

Un  nil]  be  applicable  to  ths  diichaige  of  the  princi- 

pil,  and  the  rendae  U>  the  payment  of 

intaieat -      •8,S0<VIM 

S.  Fdi  tbe  dvil.  department  and  aU  do- 

me*tic  eipenH*  of  a  dril  natore,  in- 

clDiJing   in'ralid    pannoni,  the  light- 

bonee   and  mint  eatabliabmenia,   the 

eipeniea  of  aurveying  pablie  landi, 

the  third  inatalment  of  the  loan  due  to 

MaryhBd,  and  a  anm  of  160,000  dol< 

Ian,  to  maet  «Mb  ntiacaUanaanii  cJauu 

or  grants  aa  ma;  be  alloired  bj'  Con-^ 


S,  For  erpe^eea  indtlMM  to  the  i>la- 

G^OTw  widi  fotaign  natiom,  including 

*  the  permaneot  appreprialiaiM  for  At 

4.  For  Ifae  KiMtaij  and  InAaa  d^art- 
menti,  inelndiDg  tba  pnmaaent  appro- 
priatioDB  fct  Mitain  IndiaB  tribaa 

5.  For  ibe  Naval  eatabKahmant,  (esdn- 
ai**!;  of  dafidaneiaa  for' the  aenice  of 
lh«  yean  1604  and  I80B,  whkfa  fm 

.....  -'j(M),900)     - 


1,11 


a  foai  miUiana  «f 

TkeNsTydeficiNuieafef  laOiand  ISBB, 

aa  aboTo-mealianed'  -        -  VOOO^BOO 
And  the  balanoa  of  the-Amatw- 

iean  oUima  aaaumad  by  tha 

Frmch  conrentioii,  wkiA 

IMnained    unpaid    on    tba 

tltictieth  of  September  b«t,- 

anMuntiDg  lo    -       -        -  3^400,000 


Making  •kogcther 


■   •lfi,4H,e00 


It  appear*  from  the  preceding  atatemenl,  that  the 
permanent  reTenuea  of  the  United  States  vill,  daring 
the  etiiuing  year,  mceed  tbe  permanent  eipendtti 
more  than  one  million  of  dollars ;  and  that  tbs  m 
eya  already  on  hand,  togelber  wiA  the  leuporary  re- 
aonroea  of  tba  year,  will,  after  leaving  the  sum  which 
it  ia  always  Beceaaary  lo  keep  in  the  Treasury,  be  auf- 
fident  to  discharge  the  Navy  JeGciendea,  and  the 
whole  amount  of  the  claims  assumed  by  tha  eouven' 
tion  with  France,  the  large  receipts  of  last  year  ren- 
dering it  nnneceaary  to  recur  far  that  object  to  the  loan 
authMtMd  by  ths  act  of  the  10th  of  NoTemberi.  1803. 
MtdUtrrantan  FitmL 

It  appears  by  the  statement  B  that  tha  additional 
dttty  of  two-and-a-half  per  cenL  on  goods  pajinf  duties 
ad  valorem,  which  constitutea  the  "  Meditertanaan 
Gmd,"  amounted  daring  the  last  six  months  of  1804,  to 
663,038  dollar*.  And  it  is  ascertained  that  the  amouBt 
«f  duty  arcxmad  during  the  yaar  aodiBg  on  tba  3(lth 


day  of  June,  ISOfi,  wa*BM,O0O  dollars.  This  ■ 
product  will,  it  is  true,  be  dimini^ed  by  snb^eqi 
portatione ;  but  it  is  believed,  from  a  view  of  the  Tains 
of  the  goods  imported  in  160S  and  1804,  which  aia 
charged  with  that  du^,  that  the  Aind  may  be  eatJnaUd 
aa  producing  nearly  900,000  dollars  a  year-  If  that 
estmiate  be  cort«et,  the  fiwd  wiU  ahiniat(|Iy  prodncs^ 
during  the  one  year  aad  niae  mondia  comtnenciBg  m 
the  1st  day  of  July,  1804,  and  ending  on  the  Slat  day 

of  March,  1806 «l,STA,O0a 

The  eipensesheretofbre  diarged  on  that 
land,  have  be«n,  «a : 

Paid  in  1804,  to  the  Nayy  Depaitment,  un- 
der the  act  constituting  !&• 

fund $6X5,000 

Paid  in  1^06,  to  the  said  De- 
partment, by  virtue  of  tha 
second  aectian  of  the  set  of 
seth  January,  1806     -        •       6M,0M 

MiUv.  •lt»rUi<i.      •  MIMM 


Am)  leaving  an  iina[^)ropiiBted  turbos,  e«- 
timatedat    .,----       460,000 

But  which  will  be  more  than  abambod  by  tiu  Itwrj 
deficiencies  above-mentiaiMd. 

The  money*  adnallj  refeived  or  to  be  laeaived  inte 
the  Treasury,  on  account  of  that  fiind,  prior  to  the  tat 
day  of  January,  1806,  are  estimated  «t  abwit  tOOfiOO 
dollars.  The  residue  will  be  tecaived  -betwaaa  tha* 
day  and  the  31st  of  Hanh,  1807,  aqj  credit  hsa  been 
token  for  a  >nm  of  900,000  dollars  on  that  aeeonkt,  in 
the  preceding^  ^stinate  of  the,  i*ceq>ts  of  tfaa-yaar  130^ 

PubUe  Debt. 
Tta  paymeuta  on  account  of  the  principal  at  flu  pub- 
lic debt  have,  daring  die  year  ehdlng  on  the  30lh 
September,  180S,  eiceeded  fear  milUons  three  ban* 
dred  sitd  Beventy-«even  thousand  dollars,  as  sppaara 
by  estimata  D        -        -        -        -  94^,808  03 
The  two  laat  in«talnentt  dne  to  Gnat 
Britain,  and  amaunting  to  one  m3- 
lion  seven  hundred  and  seveo^-sii 
drausan^  dollars,  have   also   been 
discharged  daring  the  same  period,       1,778,000  00 


M^ing,  in  Ae  whole,  a  reilnbnrae- 
ment,of  more  than  six  millions  one 
hundred  and  afly  thousand  drilars        6,163,808  63 


As  tbe  mportaliaD  of  the  ap 
charge  the  last-mantieued  instalment,  .wonid  have 
bMpi  senaihly  fait,  it  trss  fbuad  riiglUe  to  pay  it  ■ 
London,  inconformHf  with  the  anitunty  given  by  the 
act  of  the  3d  of  March,  1806;  aikd  the  oparsliu  WM 
efiectod  at  par,  b?  the  Bank  of  the  Vnilad  SuMs. 
It  appears  1^  the  aame  statement  D, 

that  the  payments  oaaeceuBt  of  the  . 

public  debt,  from  the  1st  April,  1801, 

to  the  30th  September,  1806,  have 

amouDted  le  ahnoat  $18,000,000    •  '  17,96^790  tl 
During  the  same  period  tbsre  havs 

been  paid  to  Great  Britaui,  fai  m>i»- 

&stion  and  diiehsige  of  the  money 

«4uoh  the  Unitad  States  might  have 


leprovisu 
ko  Treaty 


',  u  pnnuanoe  o 
liaas  of  tba  6tli  artiele  of 
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TIm  baluKe  in  Ihel^eunrr  anoantod, 

«n  the   IM  (lay  of  Ainil,  IMl,  to 

*1,7H,0M  fi9 

And  on  ths  SOth  iaj  of 

Septembn,  180$,  t«    ^75,864  87 

Mtking  ui  inoMM  of    1,781,601  7B 
From  which,  dadncling 

the  ptOMed*  of   the 

a>lei    of    the    Btnk 

■huM       -        -        -  1,267,600  00 


Hakiog,  in  Am  whols,  ■  diflemtU  of 
more  duu)  tweti^-two  millknu  of 
dallHi  in  fhior  of  th«  Unilad  St*tM, 
daring  thst  pamd  of  foar  yiui  and 
■half-. •n,ll!l,7n  » 


In  order  t«  givo  %  more  geuenl  and  eondat  view  of 
the  receipti  and  eipenditaTea  of  the  United  Btatat, 
daring  nte  fonr^jean,  eommendBg  o«  the  let  dtj  of 
April,  1801,  and  en^g  onAe  Slat  dajof  Mardi, 
1806,  than  can  be  derived  from  the  ammal  printed  m- 
tsotinle,  a  ■Utemeat,  maTked  H,  and  aercral  ezplana- 
taij  atatMiMntl^  mailed  H  1,  to  H  8,  here  been  added 
to  thoee  which  uaually  accampany  thb  t^eit. 

From  tluMe  it  a^war^  that  aiomofGlly  miltioiuaix 
bondinl  and,  ■utj-aaren  tttooauid  fooi  bundrsil  and 
■ix^-ieven  dollsn  and  four  ceais,  h»  bean  paid  into 
the  Trea*ui7  during  thftt  period,  tii  : 
From  duties  on  tonnage,  and  on  the 

importation  of  foreign  mercbuidise  946,174,837  83 
From   all   other  ■oiucea,    (iacloding 
$1,59S,171  43  cents,  arising   from 
theealee  of  Bank  ibarae  and  of  pub- 
lic naaele)    -        -        -        ■        ■      B,4H,639  83 


50,687,467  04 


And  that  the  expenditure!,  during  the  lame  period, 
hate  amounted  to  fbrtj  nine  nrillioiu  rii  hundred  anil 
■ixly  five  thonnnd  five  hundred  and  twenty-seven  dot- 
bn  and  flf^-eii  eente,  which  have  been  dkboned  lor 
tbe  following  pnrpoeaa :  > 

I.  Lsat  than  one-thlid  of  the  whole  hai  been  idOI- 
aieQt  to  defray  all  the  conent  eipenana  of  the  United 


For  the  otrlL  list,  aad  all  domestic  ai-. 

pansee  of  a  dfil  na> 

turo  -        -        •  8,784,114  7» 

For  the  mihtaij  eitab- 

lisbment  and  Ti'^i^n 

department  •  -  4,406,191  36 
For  the  naval  eslaUish- 

ment  -  -  -  4,842,635  16 
For  the  expenses  attend- 
ing intercouraa  with 

foreign  na^ns  •  1,071,437  84 

Amoontinf,  altogether,  to       -^    14,106,380  04 
3.  Near  one-third  was  necesaai;  to  paj 

the  interest  on  tbe  pubUc  d«bt,  viz :     16,378,760  86 

On  which  subject  it  may  not  t>e  im- 
proper to  observe,  that  a  part  of  that      * 
SQin,  amounting  to  ^,160,000,  was 
paid  on  account  of  the  iuiMeat  on  ^e 


defened  stoiBk,  a  charge  which  eoin- 
meneedonJy  indie^ear  1361, and  was,  . 
dieieibra,  m  addition  to  the  annual 
wanted  before  that  year,  for  tbe 
payment  of  interest  on  the  public  debt. 

3.  Mors  thui  one-third,  and-which 
may  be  considered  •■  the  eorplus  rev- 
enue of  the  United  States,  during  that 
period,  has  been  applird  toward  the  re- 
unbursemeDt  and  eitingoishment  of 
the  debt,  vii ; 
On  acoonnt  of  the  princ^  of  tbe  pub-  ^ 

lis  debt'  proper    -    •16,317,663  02 
In  payskent  of  debts 

ooDtracted      before 

tbe  1st  day  of  April, 

1801,  and    arising 

tinder   tbe    British 

Trean  and  under 

the    French ,  Con- 
vention of  the  SOth 

September,  1800  '•      3,963,783  66 

• 19,381,446  67 

840,685,637  68 

It  is  aaffidently  svident,  that,  while  ona-third  of  th* 
national  revenue  is  necessarily  absorbed  by  the  pay- 
ment of  interest,  a  peieevering  ■.ppUcstian  of  the  re- 
sources aflbrded  by  seasons  of  peace  and  prosperity,  M 
the  dischvge  of  ue  principal,  in  the  manner  directed 
by  tbe  Legislature,  is  the  only  effectual  mode  by  which 
toe  United  Slates  c«a  ultiraatel;  obtain  the  full  com- 
mand of  their  revenue,  and  (he  nee  dispoa»l  of  all  their 
resources.  Every  year  produce*  a  dimioulion  of  inteteet, 
and  a  positive  increase  of  revenue.  Four  yean  more 
will  beauffident  todischarget  (in  addition  tolhe  annual 
reimbursements  on  the  6  per  cent  and  deferred  stocks,) 
tbe  remainder  of  the  Dutdi  ddit,  and  the  whole  of  the 
ai^l  per  cent,  Navy  six  per  cent.,  five  and  a  half  per 
eent.,  and  four  and  a  half  per  cent,  stocks.  As  the 
portion  of  tbe  pnUie  debt  which  shsll  then  mnain  nn- 
paid,  will  consist  of  the  six  pet  cent,  deferred,  and  Lon- 
taiana  stocks,  neither  of  wluch  can  be  reimbursed,  ex- 
cept at  the  periods,  and  in  the  proportions' fixed  by  eon- 
tract,  and  of  the  three  per  cent,  stock,  which  its  low 
nte  of  interest  will  render  it  ineligible  to  discharge  at 
its  nominal  value,  tbe  rapidity  of  the  reduction  of  the 
debt,  beyond  tiie  annual  reimbunementi  permitted  bj 
the  oontrsots,  will,  after  the  year  ISOO,  dt^nd  on  the 
price  at  which  purchases  may  be  efiected.  And,  should 
etrCBmstanee's  render  it  eligible,  a  eonsiderable  portion 
of  the  revenue  now  afipropriatsd  for  that  purpose,  m^ 
Aen,  in  coiklbmu^  widi  eiistinif  piovisiana,  be  applied 
to  otlwr  objects. 

All  which  is  reepectAilly  subniitted. 

ALBERT  GALLATIN, 

Seertlary  of  the  TVeotKfjr. 

TuuuKT  DsFABT»«T,  i)ec  9,  1S06. 


BVIDENOEe  OP  PUBLIC  DEBT. 

[Gommttniceited  to  tiio  House,  Dec  38,  IB06.] 

TREAiURT  Department,  Dec.  28, 1805. 

Sir:  I  bare  the  honor  lo  encloae  the  copy  of 

tbe  extract  of  a  letter  pointing  out  certain  abuses, 

which  ue  stiid  to  arise  from  the  operation  of  ibe 
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law  authoriiJDg  the  leeeipl  of  eridences  of  the 
public  debt,  Id  pafmeot  for  the  laoda  of  the  Uai- 
ted  States,  passed  oD  (he  3d  dar  of  Maicb,  Kveii- 
teen  hondred  and  nioetf -seven. 

AUhougb  the  letter  haTiog  been  received  only 
a  few  days  ago,  it  has  not  jet  been  ascertaiDed 
whether  the  facta  alladed  to  are,  in  thb  instance, 
truly  slated,  there  is  no  doubt  that  such  abmei 
may  lake  place,  and  that,  whilst  the  law  continnei 
in  force,  it  will  be  difScult  to  prevent  them. 

Indeed,  it  oannCit  be  doubted  that,  with  very 
few  exceptions,  the  law  is  of  no  utility  to  actual 
purchasers.  So  far  as  relates  to  tbe  reduction  of 
the  public  debt,  the  act  is  useless,  since  the  annual 
appropriation  of  ei^t  millions  of  dollars  has  been 
made ;  and  it  may,  on  tbe  contrary,  by  creating  a 
cobpeiition  in  the  market,  impede  the  object 
whenever  it  should  be  thought  proper  to  apply  a 
mrt  of  the  appropriation  to  purchases  of  the  debt. 
To  this  maybe  added,  that  the  uncertainty  reault- 

Sfrom  the  provision  of  the  paymeots  in  specie, 
ich  might  otherwise  be  reliea  upon,  deranges 
the  general  operations  of  the  Treasury. 

I  also  beg  leave  to  observe,  that,  by  the  act  of 
tbe  8th  of  May,  1792,  and  all  the  subsequent  acts 
contain  a  simitar  provision,  the  Commissioners  of 
the  Sinking  Fund  are  authorised  to  purchase  the 
debt  of  the  United  Stales  at  its  market  price,  if 
sot  exceeding  the  par  or  tme  value  thereof. 

This  last  limitation  does  not  seem  sufGcientlv 
explicit;  but  the  construction  heretofore  adoptea, 
and  which  will  be.  of  course,  adhered  to,  unless 
altered  by  an  explanatory  act,  is,  that,  by  true 
Talue,  is  meant  the  Dominal  value  or  amount  of 
tbe  stock.  It  follows,  that,  on  the  one  band,  the 
Commissioaers  may  give  o&e  hundred  dollars  for 
every  nominal  hundred  dollars  of  the  three  per 
cent.  Block,  provided  they  shall  not  give  more 
than  the  maiEei  price;  whilst,  on  the  other  hand, 
they  are,  in  fact,  precluded  from  making  any 
ptiTchaaea  of  the  eight  per  cent,  stock,  as  its  mar- 
Ket  must  necessarily  exceed  its  nominal  value. 

Permit  me,  therefore,  respectfully  to  submit  the 
propriety  of  Qxing,  absolutely,  by  taw,  the  price 
which  toe  Commissioners  may  give  for  stock. 
That  for  the  six  and  deferred  stock  may  remain 
as  it  now  stands,  that  is  to  lay,  not  to  exceed  the 
nominal  valae  of  its  uiwedeemed  amouai;  the 
limitation  in  relation  to  the  three  per  cent,  stock 
may  be  easily  fixed,  at  any  rate  wnieb  CoagreM 
may  think  proper. 

That  for  the  eight  per  cent,  stock  is  more  dif- 
ficult to  fix,  because  its  sinks,  every  quarter,  in 
value,  and  will  continue  so  till  the  first  day  of 
January,  1609,  when  it  becomes  redeemable,  and 
therefore,  equal  to  its  nominal  value.  It  may,  in 
tbe  mean  while,  be  considered  as  consisting,  first, 
of  a  six  per  cent,  stock,  payable  at  the  lime  above- 
mentioned,  and  worth  par  j  secondly,  of  an  an  unity 
of  two  per  cent,  a  year,  (or  rather  at  the  rate  of 
half  per  cent,  quarierly)  which  will  cease,  also, 
on  the  first  of  January,  one  thousand  eight  hun- 
dred, and  when  the  stock  will  be  paid  off. 

The  annexed  table  shows  the  true  value  of  (he 


stock,  calculated  on  that  princiole,  and  on  a  sop- 
position  that  a  six  per  cent  stoca  is  at  par,  for  tue 
first  day  of  eveiy  qnarter'from  t*ie  1st  of  Janusiy, 
1806,  lo  the  1st  of  January,  1809.  It  must,  how- 
ever, be  observed,  that,  from  tbe  first  day,  till 
within  fonrleen  days  of  the  end  of  each  quaxter, 
the  stock  will  progKss  a  little  in  value,  at  the  time 
of  receiving  ine  dividend  approaches.  But  oa 
that  account,  and  because  the  Tariaiions  in  the 
{vices  of  stock  do  not  ascend  to  such  minute  frme- 
tions  as  are  exhibited  in  the  table,  it  may  be  more 
simple  to  fix  the,  limitation  by  ihe  gross  amotmt 
of  the  two  per  cent,  annuity  which  may,  at  the 
time,  be  still  demandable,  without  making  anj  de- 
duction for  the  discoUDt.    The  r •—■ 


would,  on  that  principle,  be  authorized  to  give  no 
more  that  106  per  cent,  during  the  first  quarter 
of  the  year  1806,  no  more  than  105^  per  cent  du- 
ring the  easning  quarter,  and  so  on,  diminishing 
half  per  cent  each  quarter,  so  as  to  give  no  more 
ihan.lOOi  per  cent,  during  the  last  quarter  of  the 
year  1808,  and  paying  at  par,  according  to  con- 
tract, the  leeidue  of  ihe  unpurchased  priocipaLoa 
thelst  of  January,  I80e.  Tl^ere  are  two  othcx 
limitations,  in  tbe  powers  of  the  commiasioneR 
to  purchase  slock,  which  may  require  some  modi- 
ficattons.  By  the  first,  no  purchase  can  be  mad^ 
except  dv^ring  the  first  thirty  da]^  of  each  quarter 
— a  provision,  the  object  of  which  I  cannot  per- 
ceive ;  as  the  situation  of  the  Treasury  and  tbe 


by  a  known  agent,  and  by  open  purchase,  or  hf 
receiving  sealed  proposals ;  and,  although  it  may 
be  more  eligible  for  the  commissioners  theutEelrea 
to  make  the  purchase  in  that  way,  because  it  will 
prevent  any  improper  imputation  attaching  to 
Iheir  conduct,  it  is  not  less  true  that  that  mode 
must  necessarily  raise  the  price  of  stocks,  and  pre- 
vent any  purchases  on  favorable  terms. 

Although  there,  are  yet  coosideiSUe  parta  of 
the  public  debt  wliicb  may  be  reimbarsea,as  pur- 
chases may,  however,  be  found,  nnder  cettain  cir- 
cumstances, more  a4vaiUageons  to  the  United 
States^  I  have  thought  it  my  duly  to  lay  theae  ob- 
servations before  tne  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means.  Bat  I  beg,  at  the  same,  time  to  be  indolgcd 
in  expressing  my  opinion,  that  a  sinking  fuid 
which  acts  by  pnrchue  is  better  calcolaled  toiaiae 


the  prices  of  stock,  and  as  an  engine  to  &vor  lo 
and  an  increase  of  debt,  than  fir  the  purposa  «_ 
redeeming  it  on  reasonable  terma.    And  as  the 


of  the  existing  species  of  stocks  will  ofler 
a  powerful,  perhaps  insuperable  obataele,  to  the 
whole  redemptiod.  Within  the  time  contemplated 
by  ihe  Legislature,  I  intend,  in  a  snluequeat  com- 
munication, to  sirt>mit  lo  the  consideration  of  the 
committee,  a  plan  for  the  conversion  of  the  old 
six  deferred  and  three  per  cent  stocks  mto  e  six 
per  Cent,  stock,  which  may  be  redeemed  within  the 
expected  period. 
I  have  the  honor  lo  be,  &c. 

ALBERT  GALLATIN. 
To  die  Hob.  Johii  Randolpb, 

CJiaimuM  ot  tAt  Committte 

Of  Waft  and  Meant, 
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An  Mtimate  exhibiting  the  true  valoe  of  one  hnndred 

dotlin  eight  p«x  cent,  atock,  radeemable  alter  the 

venr  1808,  on  the  enppodtion  of  ni  per  cent  alock 

Wag  at  pai,  for  (he  niit  daj  of  each  quarter,  bnin 

the  lit  Janoary,  IBOS,  (o  the  [at  Jaquaij,  1,809. 

In  the  jti  of  U06,  JaniwiT  I    -        -        -  $106  46 

In  the  7e*r  of  1807,  JaDOajy  1    .        .        -     103  74' 

Id  the  jeax  of  18b8,  Janntij  I    •        •        -     101  93 

In  the  jear  of  ISM,  Janaaij  1    -        -        •     100  00 

In  the  jretr  of  1M6,  April  f        -       -       -    lOfi  04 

In  the  year  of  1M7,  April  I         ■        -        •    103  SO 

In  the  jtmz  of  1808,  ^rii  1         •        -        •     101  4« 

In  tke  jem  of  1809,  April  I. 

In  the  year- of  1806,  Jnly  1  -  •  -  -  104  01 
fil  Oe  year  of  1807,  July  I  •  •  •  -  103  B6 
In  like  year  of  1808,  Jolj  1  ■  .  .  .  100  SB 
In  the  year  ot  1800,  Ivij  I. 

In  the  year  of  4B06,  October  1  •  -  -  104  IB 
In  the  year  of  1007,  Oa*ber  1  •  •  •  103  89 
IntheyetfOf  1808,Oetobeil  •  ■  .  100  49 
In  the  year  of  1809,  October  1. 

BltTBCt  of  a  letter,  Ac 

"  The  clerks  in  that  office  are  engaged  in  whaf 

fbey  call  the  stock   business.     TBey  eet  atock 

transferred,  in   payment  for  the  lands,  of  such 

feople  as  will  pay  them  cbeii  money  wiihoul  ta- 
iog  an  office  receipt.  NoWj  the  grievance  that 
I  wonld  Gomj^ain  of  is,  that  it  is  umosl  impossi- 
ble to  get  busiaeas  done  in  that  office,  unlesr  the 
penon  applying  will  consent  to  let  them. have 
their  money  that  they  may  pay,  in  stock.  As  for 
my  part,  I  had  rather  do  my  otrn  bUauiesa,  When 
a  man  goes  into  the  office,  one  Of  .the  clerks  ad- 
dresses tiim,  that  be  cannot  have  his  bnaineat 
done,  unless  he  waits  two  or  ihK»  day*;  nnd  re- 
commends lo  him  to  leare  hit  moBev  with  an[>- 
ther  one,  which  I  aoppose  to  be  a  clerk  alio,  who 
ofien  to  do  the  btmnna  for  him,  provided  be  will 
let  him  transfer  stock  tot  his  payment;  and  thns 
they  worry  many  people  oatof  tiieir  money.  As 
to  this  stock  businesi,  I  know  nothing  aboat  It; 
sad  aa  it  is  naadvantage  to  me,  I  hadnitber  pSy 
my  money  and  get  my  receipt,  withoat  furtoer 
trouble." 


SINKING  FUND. 
(Comnranietted  lo  the  Senate,  Feb.  S,  1806.] 
The  C ommiisf oners  of  the  Sinking  Fond  t&- 
■pectfntly  report  tp  Congress  as  follows ; 

That  tlie  measures  which  hare  been  authorized 
by  the  Board,  subsequent  to  their  report  of  5lh  of 
February,  1805,  so  far  as  the  same  have  been  com- 
pleted, are  fnll^  detailed  ia  the  report  6f  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury  to  this  Board^  dated  the 
fourth  day  of  the  present  month,  and  m  the  state- 
ments therda  reiened  to,  which  are  herewith 
traosmitted,  and  prayed  to  be  received  as  part  of 
thia  report 

Q.  CLINTON,  Prudent  of  the  Senate. 
J.  MARSHALL,  Chief  duties, 
JAMES  MADISON,  SecrOOTT/of  SlaU. 
A.  GALLATIN,  Secretary  oflYeamry. 
J.  BRBCKENRIDQE,  Attometf  Gen'rai. 
Wabhikoton,  Feb.  6, 1806. 
9th  CoH.— 37 


The  SecretRry  of  the  Treasury  respeotfutiy  reporU 
to  the  Commissionen  of  the  Stufcing  Fund : 

That  the  balance  remaining  nneipended  at  the  eloae 
of  the  year  ISOS,  and  apphcnble  lo  payments  falling 
dne  after  that  year,  wbieh  balance,  tw  appean  1^ 
the  statement  B,  mneied  to  the  l**t  annual  r^rt, 
amoonted  to  one  million  three  hundred  and  forty- 
nine  thonsand  one  hnndred  and  thirty.ibc  dollars 
and  lU^  one  cent!  -        •       >       •  tl,S49,180  61 

Together  with  the  disbumments  made 
dnring  the  year  1804  out  of  the  Treae- 
nry,  on  eooonnt  of  the-prindipal  and 
telereat  of  the  public  d^t,  which  di» 
buTMmenI*,  as  wpem  by  the  state- 
ment  C,  annexed  to  the  last  annual 
report,  amonnted  to  ei^tioSIiona  two 
hundred  and  fifty-nine  thooaand  ei^t 
hundred  and  Ibrty-fiTe  doUaia  and 
fifl^-flve  ceala         -       .        .       .   S,9GS,94S  U 

And  with  a  fiuther  sum  arising  from 
profit  on  the  remittaneea  &i>ra  Amer- 
ica ta  Bnrope,  punhaaed  in  the  year 
1804,  which  profits,  as  appears  by  the 
statement  D,  annexed  to  the  last  an- 
nual report,  amounted  to  Ibtty-fiTe  ' 
'    '       '    1  dollara  and  tl 


ty-£*ecn 

And  amonnting,  alCbfether,  to  uine  mtt- 
lion*  six  hnndred  and  fi%-fb*r'tlioii- 
aand  and  thirty-one  doUaia  and  tUlfy- 


4(t04S  SB 


Have  been  aceounled  for  in  the  (bUoiriag  mamier,  via: 
1.  There  waa  repaid  into  Ae  Treaaury,  during  die 

yen  1804,  on  seeount  of  the  principal  of  proteated 

bills,  and  of  advancea  made  to  Conummoneis  of 

Loans,  as  appears  by  the  statement  TS,  annexed  to 

the  last  annual  report,  a  sum  of  one  hnndnd  and 

twenty-one  tbouaand,  fi>ur  hundred  and  ftnty-aiz 

dollara  and  fifty-one  cents  -    ^31,446  Bl 

3.  The  sums  actually  ^tplied,  dming 

the  same  year,  to  the  payment  of  the 

principal  and  inleiest  of  dte  poUie  . 

debt,  ae  aaeeitained  by  aoeoimlB  rea- 

dered  to  Dm  Treamy  DsparlBMB^ 

amount,  w  irill  appeet  by  the  atUo- 

ment  A,  lo  seven  miBian*  tiro  -iuua- 

dred  and  fifteen  thooasod  aix  hmidied 

and  nine  didUn  and  six^-ax  Mats: 

IsL  Paid  in  r^ttbnrsement  of  Htf 

prindpa]  of  thedebt    -  8,307,687  OS 

3d.  Paid  on  accbuut  of 

dkO  intereat  and  chaigea 

on  the  iMie  -'4,008,03*  01 


3.  The  balance  n 
at  the  clMe  of  the  year  1804,  and  ap- 
plicable to  payments  biling  doe  after 
that  year,  ascertained  by  aecounla  ren- 
dered to  the  Treaaury  Department, 
amonnted,  as  will  appear  I7  the  atate- 
men!  B,  to  two  unllions  three  bun* 
dred  and  nxteen  thousand  nine  h<m- 
dred  and  aeventy-ilve  dollars  snd  fiHir- 


byOOv.) 
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RdMotU  i»iih  Spain. 


That,  daring  iba  jfMr  ISOH,  the  fUlowjiig  dlabniM- 

hmdU  wn*  DM*  oat  of  the  TreeniTy,  on.  sccnnl 

of  tba  prindpal  and  iotereat  of  the  public  debt : 
1.  On  ■cceont  of  the  leunbunemoit  end  iuterod  of 

the  dmneBtic  debt     •        •        -        -$4,683,960  M 
3,  On  ac«0UDt  of  dcHneatic  loaaa,  ofa- 

taiosd  from  the  Banlt  of  the  United 

Slatea,  Tii:  on  mccount  of  the  piiuci- 

p»l        -        :        -        -  700.000  00 

OnscconntoftheiukMit    66,170  IB 


3.  On  ecconnt  of  the  donteslic  unfund- 
ed debt    

A.  On  accDont  of  the  piindpal  and  in- 
teieat  of  the  foreign  debt,  entl  of.tbe 
inleteit  on  the  Louiiiana  ato*^  -    '. 

Amonnting,  elCaaeth«r,  at  will  a^tf . 
bj  the  arae^ed  liet  of  warranta,  'C, 
to  aeVen  milGoDa  three  hundred  and 
twenty-eight  thouaand  ^ve  hundred 


766,170  13 
8,061^1 


Which  diabnraemente  were  nude  out  of-  the  foUcnring 

ft]nda,Tii: 
1,  From  the  fiind  eonalituting,  the  annual  appn^tia- 
tipn.of  eight  million*  of  dollarB,  far  the  year  1S06, 
vii :  bom  the  fiind  aridng  frtmi  intereat  on  the  debt 
(ranaferred  ta  th«  ConuBiaaioiien<  of  the  Simking 
Fnnd,  u  per  acoeunt  I  -  711,737  41 
From  the  fnnda  eriaing 

frem  4*  ■■!«*  of  public 

Isndi,  being  the  amount 

of  money*  paid  inta  the 

Tr«»aniy  from  lat  July, 

1804,  to  the  30th  Juncv 

lBOS,a«  per  account  K    663,611  t3 
rrpm  the  pioceeda  of  du- 

liei  Ml  gooda,  warea, 

■^^  mercliMtdice,  in- 

'perted,*nd  on  the  ton- .    .      , 

uege  of  ehipa  or  Teaaeli  6,004,830  37 


Which  mim  of  «7,lT0,tl9e  41,t  _ 
with  the  MM  Mdnnofd'  dnrfa^  ibe 
yev  lB04,m  tonmat  of  Ae  appi*- 
prietion  for  4Ib  j4kr  1800,  «ion«t- 
ing,  aa  apjwMa  by  dta  laM  anmal 
report,  to  fMO^flOl  60,ntriEM,lit'th« 
whole,  the  mmaal  Cpj^ropilatioi),  fbr 
the  year  ISA,  of      -        9)|-,0(t0,000 


9.  From  tl 


u  the  proceeda  of  dnlJ^  on  Roodi, 
■,  and  merchandiae,  imported,  and 
on  the  tonnigo  of  ■h[pa  or  leeaelt,  ad- 
vkncean  pari,  v\i  on  account  of  Ibe 
annual  appropriation  Jbl  the  year  1806 
8.  From  repe;ntente  in  the  TreaaurV,  on 
account  of  lemiltihcea  panjiued  (br 
pnmding'  for  tlfc  fbfeign  debt,  and  of 
adTincea  mkde  to  Co^misidonera  of 
Loaiu,  aa  will  appear  by  the  atklement 
G,  lit:  Repbyioent  of  the  purchaae 
money  and  advances  -  -  68,703  03 
Bamacea  and  inlereil  recor- 

er*4       -        -        -  ■     -  S0,781  30 

4.  From  tin  moneys  appropriated  by  law, 
ibr  paying  commiaaionB  to  agenla  em- 


ployed in  the  farAmt  of  rtatUtancM, 

far  die  foreign  debt,  b^g  flie  anWunt 

paid  it  tbe'  Tteaanry,  dnrUg  the  ytn 

1806,  for  that  object,  U  wiU  appear  'tj 

the  statelUArt  O  .        -        .        .        3,!MD  U 

lHat    the    aboreHuefltiaiMd    di«b(tt*e- 

ments,  together  with  tha  Bh<ne^«tiUed 

btlanceofdoUati    -        -        •        -  S,81ft,S?S  U 
Which  remained  luleipeDded  at  Iha 

IJtne  of  the  year  I80(,  and  WWt  a 

tiftthei  Rim  ariiing 'from  pnffittntre^ 

Mttancea  from  Amerita  Id  Enrc^et 

porchaied   in   the   year    1808,  abd 

Bmt>oDting>  aa  will  appeir  by  the  atato^ 

mentD,  to 117,1S7H 


And  amounting,  a]togtth«r,  te^iiw  ntil- 
Nona  acTcn  hondred  and  Mxty-t«r« 
thouaand  nx  hnadred  end!  tWkn^-ono 
deUaH  and  •ennty-ttBiee  oadta         -  9,mfi»i  M 


Will  be  acooiuitod  for  in  the  next  annual  report,  ia 
conformin  with  the  aocoimta  which  dialt  thea  hare 
been  rendered  to  the  Treaaury  DepartmeoL  That,  in 
the  mean  while,  the  manner  in  which  the  aaid  earn  haa 
been  applied  is  eitiiiiated  as  follows : 
1 .  The  repaymenti  into  the  Treaanry,  on  account  of 

!>rincipal,  have,  during  the  year  1805,  amoanled,  aa 
^the  abOTG-mentioned  atatement  E,  to  CWjTOS  OS 
S.  The  sum*  afetaally  applied,  dnridg  the 
year  1806,  to  thei  payment  of  the  priai^ 
pal  and  intereat  oS  the  public  debt,  are 
eedmated  m  followB,  th :  let.  Paid  in 
rattbnraeiBent  of  the  prlhdpal  of  the 
piMb  debt     -       -       -  8,W6;W1  61 
Bd.  Paid  on  aooDimt  af  in* 
tensat  and  elwgea  on 
tlnaama    ;.        -        .  ^Itt,a98 18 

r-8,0i8,144  79 

A*  will  appear  by  the  ertiiaate  F.  ■ 

8.  The  balance  reaiainiDg  unexpended  at 
the  cloee  of  the  year  1806,  and  ^ftlica- 
ble  to  payment*  filing,  due  afin  that 
year,  ia  eatitoated,  m  per  eitimale  Q,  at  9,76a,Bl  78 


topMtlo  Cougieea. 
And  that  the  atatement  H.  eibibita  the  amoiuit  of 
itock.  tranaforred  to  the  CmbmiatoKBn  of  tha  Biuking 
Fund,  in  tniat  for  the  United  Stataa,  la  Oie  Slat  De- 
cemKer,  \tat,  Inthdlttg  (he  elKn  of  ^,090  41,  being 
Ihf'  B^gragate  of  fte  •ei'eral  ajieeiea  of  atOck  tmi» 
feired  in  the  jeai  1806,  in  payment  for  public  landa. 
AH  whidi  la  remactlblly  ia^oiilted. 

ALBERT  QALLATW, 
Beerelaryoflht  TVtatvy. 
I^iuhkt  DatxaTKiBT,  Fd>.  4, 1800. 


.Sl>AIN. 


[CMnmnnieated  December  10,  ISW^} 
Tottt  ^ale  arid  HOiue  of 

R^amtaGvt»  of  the  ViUtti  Htdla  .- 

The  enctosed  documeiiu  lelaiiag  tomrM^B- 

sage  of  the  6th  jcisIbqI,  not  befog  rndr  it  that 

date,  I  thought  It  better  not  to  detMD  theHnaage, 

bat  to  commoaicatti  these  papen  aftenmds,  •■ 
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JMotfmt  mthSpain. 


MppfeineiltaTy  ta  thoM  then  sent.    Ibtj  aia  not 
of  B  nature  lo  be  deemed  confidential. 

TH.  J£FFKR80N. 
PBOBHBtnlC^  180& 

Xxtrtct  of  A  letter  born'Oharlca  Finckne;,  Eiq.,  Hia- 
iiHei  ai  Madrid,  to  the  Secielu;  of  Stele  dated 

A0968T,  iao& 

I  have  written  to  ;^ou  Utely  very  often,  iafbrm- 
JBg-yon  of  the.Spaniarda  baDgnow  in  th»lMbit 
of  captariofc  oar  renetk  as  mocb  avdarhiif  the 
laat  WW.  TbefoUowiagistheliBttraMOuttedto 
me  of  American  Tenela  taken  by  the  SpaniarA, 
and  ient  into  AlgenrasforadjadicaiiDn,  sinse  my 
last  to  yon : 

Briguliae  Ann  Itabc^  of  VirgLoiti,  Williams, 
master ;  brigaDtioe  Vererie*,  Pisa  ;  biigantine  Di- 
do, Sbail,  master,  from  Mmblehead ;  ehip  Maryj 
Robert  Stereason)  ahip  £agle,  Neoemech  Sba- 
ler,  lut  from  Liveipbol;  bnaaotiae  Jefferson, 
Simon  Biihuond;  brigantine  Polly  and  Naooy, 
of  Baltimoie,  John  Croan ;  schooner  Molengue, 
John  Watetman,  of  New  Yoik;  •choooer  Lef- 
f^n,  William  Maxet,  of  Viuiqia;  brigaotine  Di- 
ann,  Sylvester  Simmons,  of  New  Haven. 


Extract  of  a  letter  from  Cberle*  Pinekney,  E*q.|  Min- 
uter at  Madrid,  to  the  Secretary  of  Stale,  dated 
Sni^BMBBa  22,  ISOSw 
Hy  last  informed  yon  1  was  still  under  the  ne- 
cenity  of  remainioff  here  ootil  tbe  SUd  October, 
00  Bocowit  of  all  the  mules  being  embargoed  for 
the  King's  serrice  UDtil  that  day,  bo  that  I  could 
not  before  go-to  tlie  Bit»  ta  tftke  Infe;  tiwt  I 
had  still  been  withoat  tbe  pleasure  of  senag  Ur. 
Erria^,  or  Mr.  Bowdoin;  and,  that  not  being  able 
to  wait  for  them  any  longer,  1  should,  wfiea  1 
went  away,  leare  Mr.  Toude  eharged  with  oni: 
aflair^  until  they,  or  one  of  tbem  «ame ;  thai,  du- 
nog  this  time,  and  coostuitly,  I  have  been  busily 
employed  with  this  CourVin  endeavoriog  to  ar-^ . 
rest  the  oumerous  depreda.tians  of  their  priTB' 
teersoaour  commerce, and  tbeir  condemnations  of , 
our  vessels,  aad  that  to  do  ^is  my  exertions  have 
nol  only  been  uaeeosiag,  but  more  than  twenty 
letters  hare  passed  between  Mr.  CsToilos  and 
myself  on  the  subject.  I  have  now  the  pleaiiltt 
to  send  voQ  the  result  by  encloaing  the  copy  of  a 
letter  which  I  hare  just  rcceir^  from  Cadiz, 
and  which  I  have  received  in  such  an  unquestion- 
able shajie  as  to  leave  no  doubtof  its  authenticity. 
By  tbis  It  appears  my  exertions  hare  been  effec- 
tual, and  will  probably  prevent  captures  on  that 
ground. 


St.  iLDsroiiao,  Sept,  3, 180& 
Sir  ;  The  If  isister  oT  Ae  Uoited  States,  com- 
platning  of  new  iajiiriei  Mid  Mptoret  of  Ameri- 
can TCMels  by  Sfaoiah  aruisne,  has  given  inform 
matien  of  the  Harrying  ta  A%eBiBU'4»  elerra  res< 


aela  of  his  hbImo,  under  pretex^  as  he  says  «f 
their  carrviog  Bo^lisb  merchfladiae.  The  King, 
being  mafle  acquainted  with  it,  has  been  pteased 
to  determine,  that,  if  there  be  do  other  cause  fot 
the  captBre  of  these  vesaeU  than  that  alleged  by 
tbeUini«ter^  they  sbeuld  be  pot  at  liberty  again; 
sinoe,  according  lo  tbe  fifteenin  artiele  o^  toe  Trea- 
ty with  the  Uuited  Slates,  "the  American  flag 
seotueethe  freedom  of  the  merobaodises,  although 
they  may  be  enemy's  property."  Bnt  if  the  cauM 
of  tnedetenttoir  benny  other,  His  Majesty  r«qniMt 
that  th^  be  decUed  in  due  course,  and  with  as 
little  delay  as  possible.  I  communicate  it  to  you 
by  the  Rt^al  order,  in  ords  that  you  may  cam^ 
munieots  it  to  the  Qenerala  of  the  De^tmeols 
of  Marine,  in  order  that  they  may  make  it  known 
to  ihe  commandants  of  mari«e  in  everf  district, 
and  to  tbe  owners  of  privateers,  informing  than 
that  they  will  be  responsible  for  the  injuries  they 
may  occasion. 

Bitraot  of  a  letter  from  Joaiali  Blokelj,  Eiq.,  CimMil  of 

the  United  Sutes  at  St.  Jago,  in  Cuba,  to  the  See- 

rettiy  of  State,  dited 

Jtihb  7,  1805. 

The  brig  Trio,  of  New  Tork,  from  Liverpool  for 
New  Orleans,  cargo  dry  goods,  has  been  wholly 
unloaded,  and  is  now  offered  for  sale.  After  taking 
all  tbe  dry  goods  out  of  the  ship  Qo  vera  or  3  Iron  g, 
of  Alexandria,  Clark,  master,  her  cSptors  have 
returned  her  to  the  captaip. 

Sioce  the  tut  eracuatioH  of  Hispaolola,  more 
than  one  thonsand  American  seamen  hare  been 
landed  in  Ibis  port,  most  oftbera  without  clothes, 
and  all  without  any  possible  means  of  support  but 
such  as  they  receive  from  their  own  Goreroment 


July  1,  1606. 

The  scene  of  robberv,  deatrucliDn,  erasion,  per- 
jury, eioelty,  gad  inmilt,  lo  whtoh  tka  AmorioiuM 
capMred  by  the  French  pitatce,  aad  broaabt  into 
this  and  the  adjacent  ports,  have  been  sabjiMcd, 
perhaps  has  not  been  equalled  in  a  ccQtury  past. 

[Here  foUows  a  list  of  nuwleea  captured  res- 
eeli,  with  their  cargoes.] 

Oopy  of  a  letter  Horn  Captain  John  Stinion,  Cem- 

msndet  of  Ihe  ship  Huntress,  to  the  ScCTetaiy  of  Ihe 

Nary. 

LoMOON,  Augu»t20, 1805. 

Sir:  On  my  arrlrat  at  Liverpool  I  wrote,  for 
the  infoimaiion  of  Qorernment,  siring  aitate< 
ment  of  the  capture  of  tbe  ship  Huntress,  laden 
with  OoTernment  stores.  On  my  arrival  here  Me. 
Lymaa  informing  jae  he  had  not  written,  induced 
me  to  forward  this,  lest  the  first  should  miscaiiy. 

On  Juiii!  the  first,  latitude  86°  SfX  norti,  loegi- 
uule  74°  SC,  I  was  brought  to  l^  «  Spanuk. 
sohooner  ptivolenr  called  La  Maria,  eommoiided 
by  Antonio  Lobo  from  Porto  Rioo.  The  reasaa 
uobo  gave  for  detainii^  the  afaip  was  her  beiaf ' 
bound  for  aBritiah  pod,  aadooiMriaga  Span- 
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Ui  pawpori.*  After  lobbiDg  the  iliip  of  tea  bv- 
nia  of  brcBd,  one  barrel  of  lar,  and  suDdrf  other 
wlide*,  took  all  my  crew  out  ezeeptiog  the  cabin 
boy;  put  a  prisemaster  and  eleTeo  Spaniards  on 
board,  and  ordered  the  ship  for  Potto  Rico.  On 
Jane  9lb,  ifi  ^ieht  of  Bermudas,  was  retaken  bj 
two  Rofpiak  <£uneamen  {  aftei  taking  tbe  Span' 
iarda  oat,  put  a  prizema|ter  and  crew  on  board, 
and  cwdered  the  aoip  for  Liverpool,  where  she  ar- 
rind  16th  uli.  muen  damaged. 

Cops  of  ■  latter  fi«ni  Liantanant  JoMph  J.MaxweD 
ta  bia  EzcbDmicj  Gcnenl  OaManb,  Algeuaa. 

U.S.  GOHBDAT.IIO.  3, 

Harbob  OP  Alobziras,  fioie  15, 180S. 

Shi  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acquaint  your  Ezeel- 
leocy  that  I  Via  tbi*  morniug  brought  to  by  four 
armed  boala  under  Spanish  colors,  who,  aftet  az- 
ercising  tbe  utmost  insolence,  and  without  as- 
aiding  the  smallest  reason,  conducted  me  to  this 
port. 

The  orders  received  from  my  OaTemment  were 
to  proceed  with  all  possible  despaicb  to  the  com- 
mander of  the  American  squadron  in  the  Medi- 
terranean. The  serious  consequences  attending 
this  unwarrantable  detention  must  be  too  obvious 
to  your  Excellency  to  require  a  remark.  I  shall 
only  observe  that,  if  your  Government  authorizes 
indignities  of  this  nature,  to  my  own  I  must  ap- 
peal for  redresa.  I  am  sensible,  however,  this 
cannot  be  the  case,  and  persuade  myself  that  your 
Excellency  will  readily  redress  the  insult  offered 
the  American  flag  in  this  instance,  and  lake 
measures  to  prevent  a  repetition. 

Under  this  impre^ion,  I  am,  very  respectfully, 
yoDr  obedient  servant, 

JOS.  J.  MAZWBLL. 

His  Bzedloiiey  Oeoeral  Castanio. 


U.  S.  QuRBOAT  No.  3, 
Harbor  op  Stbacusb,  .AtJyB.  1S05. 

Sn :  I  have  to  acquaint  you  that,  on  the  morn- 
ing of  the  15th  June  lasi,  Qibraltar  bearing  north- 
weat,  distant  two  leagues.  I  was  brought  to  by 
four  Spanish  ^unboaia,  woo,  without  examining 
a  paper,  or  assigning  any  other  reason  than  their 
■Dspicion  of  my  being  an  Englishman,  took  charge 
and  conducted  me  into  Atgeziras. 

It  is  necessary  to  remark,  that  my  guns  wcte  at 
diat  time  in  the  hold.  Immediately  on  my  ar- 
rival, I  stated,  officiallv,  the  clrcamstance  to  the 
General  of  Marines,  which  I  also  enclose  for  yoar 
perusal.    Tbe  boat  was  instantly  discharged,  with 

*  She  had  on  board,  beaidea  the  ordihtjy  marine 
pu«ta,  a  specia]  p«a*port  bom  tbe  Prendent  of  the 
United  StattB,  reciting  the  nature  of  bar  e*tfo,  and  ita 
dMtinatioa  ibr  the  supply  of  tbe  Medtterfanean  sqnad- 
IM  of  tbe  Uaitad  BUtoa.  She  had  aUo  th*  panorta 
«f  (he  BritUi  awl  Frtndi  Miniateia. 


,  should]  stand  in  need  of  them.     I 

? nested  to  wail  a  short  time  the  General's 
did  so  till  4  P.  M.  Apprehensive  I  mi^fat  be 
detained  much  longer,  and  knowing  the  import- 
ance of  t^e  boats  joining  you  vritbont  tbe  small- 
est  delay,  I  weighed  without  it,  and  stood  over 
to  the  rock,  where,  for  the  first  time  siiice  our 
separation  on  the  15th  May,  I  foaad  the  John 
AAms. 

I  abould  have  waited  on  the  Qenerml  of  H«niM 
penoKatly,  btit  eould  not  procure  pratique. 
■  I  proceeded  immediateij  to  mounting  my  gna, 
and  sailed  from  Gibraltar  the  18ih  June. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  tespeetflilly,  sir,  yxnt 
aost  obedient  servant, 

JOS.  J.  UAXWmX. 
Commodore  Robobbb. 

CoNsnLATR  OP  TUB  U.  8.,  Uand  <^  Cuba  : 

I,  Henry  Hill,  jr.,  Consul  of  the  United  Stiiea 
for  the  said  island,  residing  at  the  city  of  Hrvi- 
na,  do  fa  ere  by  certify  that  the  documents  hereunto 
annexed,  mariced  with  the  tetten  A  to  O  inclo- 
sive,'  and  stamped  -with  my  Consular  seal,  are 
true  and  faithful  copies  of  the  originals  lodged 
and  recorded  in  my  officcj  having  been  by  me 
therewith  carefully  coUatea  and  compared. 

in  testimony  whereof,  I  have  subscribed  mjr 
□sme  and  affixed  the  seal  of  my  oQice  at  Harana 
aforesaid,  the  30th  day  of  August,  one  ihoiMUid 
eight  hundred  and  five,  in  the  year  of  the  inde- 
pendence of  the  United  States  the  thirtietb. 

HENRY  HILL,  Jr- 
A. 
CoMinLATB  OP  THE  U.  S.,  bkoid  <f  C\ifta  .■ 

By  t^is  public  instrument  be  it  known  unto  rU 
whom  the  same  doth,  shall,  or  may  concern,  (hat, 
on  the  day  of  tbe  date  hereof,  before  m&  Henry 
Hill,  jr..  Consul  of  the  United  Stales  of  AmericR 
ivt  the  Island  of  Cuba,  resident  at  Havana,  per- 
sonally came  and  appeared  William  Cory,  of 
'Charleaton,  Sonth  (Jarolina,  master  of  the  biig 
Ann,  and  Caleb  Cory,  mate  of  said  brig,  who  b^ 
ing  severally  sworn  on  the  Holy  EvanceUsts  of 
Almighty  God,  did  solemnly  depose  and  declarei 
that  wing  at  the  port  of  CavaHas,  in  this  island, 
in  the  month  of  May  last,  where  they  were  load- 
ing said  vessel  with  a  cargo  for  the  United  State& 
they  saw  lyinr  there  an  American  schooner  called 
the  Betsey,  of  NeW  Bedford,  taken  by  a  French 
privateer  calleU  the  Eugene,  commanded  by  Cap- 
tain Joseph  Dnmss,  some  time  previous,  and  sent 
itito  port,  which  said  schooner  had  a  carso  in, 
consisting  ofaboutseventy-six  puncheons  of  ram 
and  seven  or  eight  barrels  of  sugar. 

That,  during  their  stay  there,  (hey  frequently 
saw  the  peof^e  belonging  to  said  privateer  taking 
out  the  cargo  of  the  said  ea^ptuted  soho«mer  ana 
carrying  it  on  shore  and  selling  it. 

That  (be  said  privateersmen,  to  their  knowledft 
took  out  the  whole  of  the  aaid  vessePs  omra,  aad 
carried  it  on  shore,  where  it  was  sold.  Tbt  it 
was  so  taken  oat  and  carried  on  shore  ia  opes 
day,  wiihoat  any  ■ppeannce  of  oppoaiiuift  from 
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the  officers  of  the  said  port  of  Carafla;;  that,  af- 
ter the  said  privateersmea  had  plundered  the 
whole  of  the  cargo  afpre'Eaid.  and  uiceo  \t  from 
the  said  TesseL  and  all  her  ramable  rigging  And 
«ails,  they  look  (he  uid  vessel  off  (he  mouth  of 
the  said  barbsr  of  CarBftas  and  sunk  her. 

And  tbedeponent,  Wiiliam  CoTf, further  sailh, 
that  the  said  priraceersman  offered  lo  sell  him 
lum  from  the  said  cargo  al  thirty  dollars  a  pun- 
cheon, which  this  deponent  refused  to  buy,  eren 
at  tttai  low  price,  well  knowing  they  had  ao  title 
40  it,  and  loat  ia  tttem  to  dispose  of  it  was  rob-' 
iory  and  piracy. 

That  be  w»  infoTmed  by -the  guard,  which 


had  bribed  the  principal  offieer  of  said  port,  by 
giriog'  him  four  puncheooa  of  rutn,  lo  consent  to 
the  landing  and  sale  of  >aid  cargo;  aad  farther 
the  deponent  saith  oot. 

WILLIAM  CORY, 
CALEB  CORY. 
In  teslimony  whereof,  I  hare  hereunto  set  my 
hand  and  affixed  my  consular  ^eal  this  eighth  day 
nf  August  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  fire,  and  of  the  independence 
of  the  United  Slates  the  thirtieth. 

HENRY  HILL,  Jr. 


CorbClatb  or  TBE  U.  &.,  bland  of  Cuba: 

By  this  public  insirament  he  it  known  unto  all 
whom  the  same  shall,  doth,  or  may  concern,  that 
],  Henry  Hill,  jr.,  Consul  of  (he  United  States  of 
America  for  the  island  of  CuW,  resident  at  Ha- 
vana, do  hereby  certify,  that,  on  the  day  of  the 
date  hereof,  before  me  personally  came  and.  ap- 
j>eared  Jacob  R.  Valk,  late  master,  and  George 
Allcock,tale  mate nf,  and  belonging  to,  the  schoon- 
er Sea  Horse^  of  Charleston,  who,  on  their  lol- 
«mu  oaths,  which  they  then  took  before  me  upon 
theHoly  Evangelists  of  Almightv  Qod,  did,  ser- 
erally,  solemnly  depose  and  declare,  that  they, 
ihe  deponents,  on  the  9th  day  of  June,  sailed  and 
departed  in  and  with  the  said  scboonet  laden 
wuh  a  cargo  of  flout  and  Qetnum  linens  from 
Charleston  aforesaid,  bound  on  a  voyage  (o  Span- 
ish America ;  that  the  said  schooner  at  the  com- 
mencement  thereof  was  tight,  stauncb,  and  strong, 
wA  in  every  respect  well,  gtted,  furnished,  found, 
manned,  and  equipped,  for  the  dae  perform^nee 
■of  the  said  voyage,  with  variable  winds  and  wea- 
ther, and  without  any  particular  occurrence  until 
the  iSth  day  of  July,  when  ihey  made  the  island 
of  Blanca,  on  the  14ib,  the  Tortugas,  and  on  the 
next  day  arrived  off  Laguira.  That  they  lav  off 
4tiid  on  Laguira  aforesaid^  nntil  the  30th  follow- 
ing; in  the  course  of  which  time  he,  the  depo- 
nent, Jacob  R.  Valk,  made  application  iat  admit- 
tance to  entry,  and  being  informed  that  that  port 
na  well  as  others  on  that  coast  were  shut  against 
.neutrals,  he  proceeded  agreeably  to  his  orders  and 
instructions  for  this  pott  of  Havana.    And  the 


aatd  several  deponents  did  furlber  depose,  that  in 
^loeceding  for  the  said  port  nothing  material  hap- 


Jened,  until  the  24th  following  of  said  month  of 
Lily,  when  beicK  off  the  isbnd  of  Jamaica  they 
were  brought  lo  By  HisBritannic  Majesty^s  armed 
schooner  Superior,  and  upon  beingezamined  and 
found  10  be  neutrai  were  politely  ditinissed.  That 
they  prosecuted  the  said  voyage,  making  the  beat 
of  their  way  for  this  said  port,  and  experienced 
nothing  remarkable  until  the  4[h  of  August  in- 
Btant,  when  jloubling  Cape  San  Antonio,  in  thia 
island  of  Cube,.tbev  were  brought  to  byaaehoon- 
ai  under  French  colors,  and  boarded  by  ao  offiow 
and  four  men,  who  tookpossessionof  saidschooft- 
er'  Sea  Horse,  and  sent  the  deponent,  Jacob  R. 
Valk,  and  two  of  his  crew,  on  board  the  saidpri- 
:hoonet's  papers.    That 

d  schooner  Sea  Horse 

hailed  the  commander  of  said  privateer,  and  said. 
that  as  he  knew  her  to  be  a  good  prine  he  would 
bring  hef  to  anchor,  immediately  updn  which 
both  vessels  bore  away  for  Fnerta  Fuera,  akout 
four  leagues  from  Cape  San  Antonio. 

That  the  oommander  of  said  privateer,  aided 
by  several  Spaniaids.  who  came  on  board  ha  in 
canoes  from  their  habilatidiu  on  that  eoast,beMB 
rummaging  the  Sea  Horse,  opening  thehattsCaa, 
and  breaking  open  the  packages  and  eases  of  dry 
goods,  principally  consisting  of  German  linena, 
whilst  the  crew  of  the  said  prirateei  were  con- 
tinoally  passing  and  repassing  from  one  of  the 
.•aid  vessels  to.  the  other,  and  most  oC  them  in  a 
state  of  intoxication. 

■■  Aad  the  said  deponent,  Jacob  R.  Valk,  did  far- 
ther depose,  that  being  detained  on  board  said 
privateer  from  the  4(h  to  the  6(h,  he  had  ample 
opportunity  of  obeerviog  aqd  examining  her,  and 
found  her  to  be  an  American  built  vessel,  having 
painted  on  her  stem,  CarDlint  of  Chkrlalon, 
which  was  very  visible,j]ot  with  standing  some 
black  paint  had  bean  put  on  it  lo  efface  it,  which 
was  not  done  effectually.  Thai  she  was  mounted 
with  one  carriage  gun,  and  one  swivel,  and  anp- 
plied  with  small  aims,  and  manned  with  ten  men, 
negro  boys,  eiclusi  re  of  the  captain,  who 


pose,  that  the  said  Paul  luld  him  (hat  be  should 
be  sen(  in  an  open  boat  to  Havana,  and  upon  hti 
answering  that  he  wu  determined  to  remain  with 
his  vessel  wherever  she  went,  the  said  Paul  rft* 
plied  that  if  he  a^n  opened  his  mouth  he  woold 
set  him  ashore  in  the  woods,  and  leave  him  to 
perish.  And  the  said  <evetjal  deponents  did  far- 
ther depose,  that  OH  the  same  evening  they  were 
all  embarked  in  an  open  boat,  nader  the  conduct 
of  a  Spanish  fishennao,  lo  go  to  a  place  aboat 
seventeen  leagues  distant  called  Manrna,  wbeie 
they  received  their  clothes,  iriticb  had  been  pn- 
viously  taken  frpm  them. 

And  the  said  Jacob  R.  Valk  did  forthet  depose, 
that  the  said  captain  of  said  privateer,  after  nav- 
iog  robbed  ana  plundered  nim  of  all  his  ae»- 
charti.  his  vessel's  and  his  own  private  papen, 
and  also  his  perspective  glass  or  telescope,  and 
twenty-one  ounces  in  roIcI,  returned  him  six  of 
said  ounces  to  defray  his  expense*  (o  this  said 
port.    And  the  said  several  deponeBU  did  s«T«if 
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allf  fiiriheT  depose  that  Jamei  Richardson  and 
Jaeob  Shoemaker, .  both  cilizena  of  the  Uoited 
Btates,  and  seamen  belonging  to  nid  lebooner 
fie*  Horse,  coudnted  tbemtelres  apoD  the  cap- 
Uue  aforesaid  in  a  very  inuttDOas  tnanner,  and 
lemaiDed  with  theh  own  Tbliuilary  will  with  tbe 
said  priTtteer. 

And  I,  ihe  said  Consnl,  do  fuittier  certify,  that 
the  uid  Jacob  R.  Valk  did,  apon  his  am>al  at 
Ibvana  aforesaid,  in  doe  thne-aOd  form^  aote  and 
oitar  with  roe  Us  protest  in  aH  the  premises  af«re- 
M>d,  aad  BOW  requires  vt  me  M  extend  ike  sau* 
and  make  this  piblic  act  ^thereof,  merfiDg  to 
himself  the  prtvifege- of  makiDg  any  other  protest, 
in  the  premises  as  owasion  m^y  reonrre. 

Wherefore,  the  said  lacob  R.  Valk  dblh,  and  I, 
tbe  said  Coual,  at  bis  leqnest  doj  by  these  pres- 
eals  most  pnblioly  and  solrann^  protest  as  wett 
antset  the  QoreraoT  at  La^int  aforesaid,  and 
aD  other  public  i^aers  whom  it  may  conoern,  for 
Ihe  refusal  «f  ttdmbtanoe  to  entry  as  aforesaiii  at 
that  port,  as  affsinst  the  commander  and  officers 
and  crew  of  the  Mid  priyat«er  for  the  captore, 
and  detention,  and  robbery,  and  plunder  of  the 
nid  schooDei  Sea  Horse,  and  lier  cargo,  and 
against  all  and  every  person  and  peieOiM,  whom 
it  ahall  or  may  "conceffi,  for  afl  daina^,  costs, 
-chargas  and  espcases,  already  sulftred,  or  wbteh 
shall  or  may  be  hareaftet  snffived  and  snstained 
an  the  premise  SB  aoc*imt  thereof,  that  the  same 
be  borne  by  t)iose  to  whom  of  rigfal  it  shall  a p- 
pcetarn,  to  be  ai^uitod  and  reeoTcred  ia  time  and 
place  cenTcoient. 

Bone-and  protested  at  Havana  aforesaid. 
JACOB  H.  VALK, 
CIBORQE  AU.COCK. 

In  testimony  whereof,  the  said  depoDenta  hare 
liereoiAo  subscribed  iheir  names,  and  I,  the  said 
Consul,  have  hereanto  set  my  band  and  affixed 
my  consular  sed  this  twenty-first  day  of  August, 
in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hun- 
ted and  five,  and  of  the  independence  of  the 
tTnliedStaiestbe  thirtieth. 

HEKKT  HIIX,  It. . 


OoviBLATB  OP  TBE  U.  S.,  Uand  tf  Qjba  .■ 

By  tbis  public  iiutrambnt  be  it  known  to  aH 
Whom  the  same  doih  or  may  concern;  Ihst  1, 
Henry  HiU,  jr.,  Consul  of  the  United  Sates  of 
America  for  the  Island  of  Cutn,  resident  «1  tia- 
nna,  -do  hereby  oertify,  that,  on  tbe  day  of  the 
date  hereof,  befwe  me  perMmelly  conre  ai^d  ap- 
pealed John  L.  Cranston,  late  master  of  the 
n^ooikCT  Caroline,  of  Charleston,  who,  being  by 
me  diriy  sworn  open  the  Holy  Bvan^elists  of 
Almighty  God.  did  solemnly  depose  and  dedare, 
that,  Ml  the  12tn  day  Of  April  last,  be  sailed  and 
deqwrted  in  and  with  the  said  stboener  from 
diarleston  aforesaid,  with  passengers,  bouitd  for 
A.  ThoAaas^  where  he  arrived  on  the  1st  day  of 
May  foltowiag;  that  he  sailed'  from  thence  on 
the  4lb,  with  ballast,  bound  to  Laguira,  and  ar- 
vimil  off  the  said  port  oo  tbe  10th,  end  oontiaued 
iajiing  offend  ott  until  the  Uth;  that  his  salfa 


being  very  mnch  spilt,  and  the  vessel  otberwise 
in  ahad  state,  and  not  being  able  to  obtxin  per- 
miision  to  enter  said  port,  he  determined  to  bear 
wvf.ftn  the  first  port  ne  could  make,  and  oo  the 
day  fallowing  was  Captured  by  His  Briunnie 
Majesty's  ship  of  war  Portnue,  Henry  Tannilart 
eommander,  who  look  out  him,  the  deponent,  and 

crew,  and  took  possession  of  the  raid^hooner, 
which  he  armed  as  a  lender  locmiseoffCurafoe. 
That  OD  the  SSth  the  said  Khooner  was  delivered 
nolo  him,  being  plondered  of^he  boat,  oara,  s>- 
chors,  itiwes,  &e.  Tfaat  being  verymuch  in  want 
of  repaits  he  tboueht  it  most  prudent,  ma  vreH  for 
tbe  preservatiou  of  the  said  vessel  and  their  vwn 
lives,  as  to  procure  oipplies,  which  they  likewise 
stood  very  much'  in  need  of,  to  bear  away  for  Jt- 
naiea ;  and  on  ihe  29th  of  May  arrived  at  Ktoa- 
stoD  in  the  said  idand,  where  be  in  dtle  fotm.  made 
bisprotest. 

TkHi'he  sailed  fW)mtheace,after  having  received 
the  necessary  repairs  and  sapplfes;  and  haviajt 
onboard  twenty  puncheons  of  rum,  the  property, 
as  hfr  verily  believes^  of  Andrew  Ker,  of  Chac- 
lesiou  aforesaid,  a  citizen  of  the  United  Statas,  on 
the  Sth  July  following,  bound  fbi  CharlesiMi 
aforesaid,  and  on  the  I5th  was  boai-ded  by  a  fe- 
lucca pir^lCi  commanded  by  one  Paul  Cazairanes. 
who  look  from  bjiu  all  the  vessel's  papen^  and  all 
his  letters,  dcc^and  also  possession  of  said  a^ooasi 
B9  a  prize,  with  which  he  proceeded  to  Paerto 
Fuera,  abaui  four  leagues  fropi  Cape  Aatoui^ 
where  be  came  to  auchor ;  that  he  there  unloaded 
said  vesifri,  and  supplied  the  fishermen  who  were 
there  with  some  of  the  rmn  heloDgiug  to  tbe  jaid 
cargo.  That  they  continued  there  nntil  the  %3d 
fbl^wii^  when  he  sent  the  said  scfaooner  with 
the  said  deponent  and  crew  to  Mantua  Pavola, 
wliere  ghe- arrived' on  the  same  day.  And  he,  the 
deponent,  with  said  crew,  remained  there  tiatil 
the  9tb  day  oT  Aagnst,  iostanf,  without  clothes  at 
money,  alt  of  which  and  evarythlng  else,  except 
two  or  tfareeshins.  they  were  robbed  of  by  theasid 
captors ;  that  he  there  procured  a  boat,  and  iipon 
Ihe  promise  df  paying  one  hundred  dollars,  was 
brought  to  this  port  of  Havana,  where  they  arrived 
on  the  14tb  instant. 

That  he  the  deponent,  immediately  despatched 
a  memorial  to  his  fixcejlency  the  Governor,  stating 
the  circumstances,  end  praying  for  the  restoration 
of  said  vessel  and  cargo ;  to  wfiicb  said  memorial 
he  has  received  no  reply,  and  is  ofopinion  that 
■*■ will  be  taken  no  notice  of. 


Wood  and  John  Jddson,  seamen,  late  of,  and  be- 
longing to,  said  schooner,  who  being  by  me  seve- 
ralty July  sworn  upon  tbe  Holy  Evangelists  erf 
Almighty  God,  did  solemnly  depose,  that  all  and 
eVery  tbe  matters  antf  facts  relatmg  to  the  voyage 
aforesaid,  and  the  capture  aforesaid,  are  in  erery 
respect  true. 

Abd  the  said  deponent,  John  L.  Creoston,  S^t 
upon  his  arrivaljindue  time  and  form  note  and 
entefwiih  me,  the  said  Consul,  bis  proiesl  in  the 
premises,  and  nowrequiresof  me  tomakethispnb- 
lic'act  thereof,  reserving  to  himself  the  ptivQ^ 
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of  failher  extending  the 
Other  ia  the  premises  as  c 

Wlierefute,lheMid  Jobi   ...   _    ,_.,.. 

I,  the  Mid  Consul,  at  hia  requeiL  do  by  the«  pres- 
eoti  mo»t  publicly  uii  aolenniif  protest,  as  well 
BgftiaBftbe  seas,  gales  of  wiod,  and  bad  weather, 
the  said  whooptv  ezperientred  aa  (he  said  voyage, 
■■  against  the  eommander,  officers,  and  crews  of. 
the  said  ship  of  wu  Fortune  and  felucca  pirate, 
far  tbe  captures,  phiodei,  and  deuqtion  aforesaid, 
and  (or  a\\  cosO,  damages,  losses,  and  expenaes 
ajKtt^,  and  which  shall-or.inay  be  hereafter,  sus- 
taiaed  oo  account  thereofi  to  the  end  that  the 
same  be  borne  by  those  to  whom  of  right  it  shall 
lielong  to  be  adjusted  and  recoreiedf  in  timji  aad 
place  con  venteai. 

I>ane  and  proieated  at  Havaaa  afotcuid. 
JOHN  L.  CRANSTON, 
ANDREW  AMBREE,  his  x  mufc. 
,  WILLIAM  WOOA  bu  X  mtik. 
^    J0HNJUD30N. 

In  testimony  whereof,  the  said  deponents  have 
berennio  subscribed  their  names,  and  I,  the  said 
Consul,  bare  herjeunto  set  my  hand  and  affixed 
3ay  consular  seal,  this  ninleenib  day  of  Autfust, 
in  the  year  of  oor  Lord  one  tbousabd  eight  hun- 
dred and  five,  and  of  the  ludependence  of  the 
United  Stales  the  thirtietb. 

HENRY  HILL,  Jr. 

D. 

IsLAKD  or  CcB4— Havana: 

By  this  (uihlio  iasliumept  of  protect,  be  it  made 
Joaown  and  manifest  uafo  all  whom  the  some 
.dotb.  shall,  Of  mity  concern,  that,  on  the  day  of 
the  date  beteof,  before  me,  Henry  Hill,  jr.,  Consul 
of  ilie  United  States  of  America  for  the  island  of 
Cuba,  resident  at  Havana,  personally  came  and 
Appeared  John  Padf,  late  mate  of  the  brig  Success 
01  Nev  York,  whereof  NichoUi  Bra  m  wae  master, 
John  Fuller  and  Josiah  Pelt,  late  aeamao,  bdong- 
ing  to  *aid  brig,  James  Ferguson  and  John  Smith, 
)abe  jwueogera  in  said  Uig,  who,  being  severally 
duly  ^worn  on  the  Holy  BvaDgelistsofAlmigbty 
Ood,  did  solemnly  depose  and  say,  that  the)'  sailed 
from  Ki^pton,  (Jamaica,)  oq  the  6[h  day  of  the 
pieseat  month  of  Jaly  iu  the  said  bri^  Success, 
bound  to  New  York,  (where  the  sajd  brie  is 
ovned,)  with  a  cargo  wi  board  couiatiog  of  fifty 


.  when,  beiaf  in  sight  of  Cape  Aruonia,  (thf 
.end  of  th«  island  of  Cuba,)  about  four  miles  dis- 
Mnt,  thm  were  met  with,  aiid  the  said  brig  was 
boarded  by  a  small  felucca  privateer  under  Spao- 
Mlt  colon,  which  thfite  deponents  uadeutood  to  be 
-flie  Buana  Union,  Captain  Ulariago,  from  this 
port  of  Haraoa,  (then  uodet  the  command  of  the 
mate,  the  said  Captain  Ularia^  as  these  deptH 
senls  understood,  being  in  (be  city,)  who,  without 
Ai>y  examioation  into -the  said  vessel's  papers, 
Wpturc4  her,  put  a  prize  master  and  crew  on 
p(»rd,  and  took  the  whole  crew,  including  the 
said  mastu  and  the  said  paaseDgera,  (exeepl  six 


Frenchmen,  who  woe  passenaers  in  said  brig.) 
on  board  ibe  said  privateer.  That  the  said  mas- 
ter of  the  nid  bng  was  cruelly  flogged,  beateOr 
and  otherwise  abusied  od  board  the  said  privateerr 
and  .was  then  sent  on  board  of  his  said  bng.  That 
these  depooents  were  also  cruelly  fliwged  and 
beaien  oa  board  the  said  privateer,  and  at  niglA 
tbrown  into  the  hold  and  planed  in  iroa^  wfiere- 
(hey  lay^  without  having  any  sustenaace,  tmtfl. 
tbe  day  lolloning^  when  they  were  liberated  bota 
the  irons  and  suBered  to  come  upon  deck. 

That  the  said  brig  was  not  then  (o  be  seen,  and- 
ihese  deponents  were  told  by  the  privateetsmenr 
that  they  had  sent  her  to  Campetchy,  That  the- 
said  privateertwodaysa&erwardscametoanehcc 
in  a  small  bay  near  said  cap&  w^en  Ifiese  depo- 
nents were  turned  ashore,  (after  being  robbed  ^ 
.many  articles  of  their  persDnal  apptrd,)  and  ihv 
mate  of  .the  said  brig  of  his  bocAs,  charts,  and 
qnadtants,  without  any  susteiuDce  or  tba  meena 
of  obtaining  it ;  and  werelefi  to  iranderiaanita- 
hospitable  part  of  (he  istand,  far  removed  from 
any  town  or  iqhabiianis,  and  to  sapport  tfebair  UreB 
in  the  best  manner  they  could. 

That  being  desirous  of  finding  some  town  or  in- 
habitants, amonni  whom  they  might  procure  ihe 
necessaries  of  life,  they  wandered  abpt  a  day  oi 
two,  and  at  length  came  to  a  sataU  villaips,  whve 
they  were  taken  up  before  the  comaaadan^  who 
conceived  them  to  be  Englishmen,  wid  forlnrded 
them  to  this  place,  (Havana)  as  such;  whither 
they  arrived  on  tbe  30th  instant,  and  were  con- 
.veyed  first  lo  the  guard-house,  and  after.warda  40 
tbe  common  prison  of  (be  city,  irhere  ihey  renuia- 
ed  until  this  day,  when  they  were  liberated  by  at- 
der  of  the  Governor,  and  paid  to  tbe  jljier  sermt* 
teen  dollars  aad  a  half  jail  fees. 

And  thereupon  the  s«i|]  ^veral  depopei^  did, 
in  behalf  of  (he  said  master,  the  owners,  fwigfat- 
ers,  and  all  others  concerned  in  the  nii  cargo,  re- 
quest of  me  to  make  their  protest  and  libis  piriilio 
act  thereof.    Wherefore,  the  said  deponents  do, 
and  I,  tbe  said  Consul,  at  their  reqnest.  also  do  by 
(be^  presenis,  most  publicly  and  solenuily  pro- 
test as  well  against  the  commander,  oSban,  and 
crew  of  (he  said  privateer  and  the  owners  thereof, 
as  against  all  and  every  other  person  and  persosi 
whom  it  shall  or  tsay  concern,  for  the  capture 
and  detention  of  the  said  brig  and  oargo,  ahd  the 
subsequent  circumstances,  and  for  all  costs,  dama- 
ges, charges,  and  expenses  a((eading  the  same,  to 
the  end  that  the  same  be  suffered  and  borne  l^ 
(hose  10  whom  of  right  it  shall  appertain,  to  be 
adjusted  and  recovered  in  time  luw  pbute  conra- 
nienL 
Done  and  protested  at  Havana  aforesaid. 
JOHN  DADE, 
JOHN  FULLER, 
JOBiAH  PELT, 
JAMES  PEROUBON, 
J(MtN  SMITH. 

.  In  testimony  whereof,  tbe  said  deponents  have 
hereunto  subscribed  Ibeir  names,  and  lbs  said 
Consul  hare  hereunlo  aet  my  hand  and  affixed 
my  coasulai  aeal,  this  Ihiitjr-fint  daf  of  July,  A. 
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JD.  eighteen  hnoilred  snd  five,  and  of  the  iode- 
jwodence  of  the  United  Staieii  the  thirtieth. 

HENRY  HILL,  Jr. 


Ibjund  op  Cdbl— 'ffimans  .■ 

Br  this  public  iaslTum^Dl  of  protest  be  it  madi 
.knowB  uid  miDifeei  xtnto  all  Thorn  the  sami 
4diBll,  doth,  or  may  concern,  thai,  on  the  day  of 
the  date  hereof,  befoie  jne.  Henry  Hill,  jr.,  Con- 
anl  of  the  United  Stales  of  America  for  the  Island 
-of  Cuba,  resident  at  HaTana,perconatlT  came  and 
s«ppeared  Henry  Palmer,  master  of  the  orig  Jason, 
«{  PhUadelphia,  who,  bein^  by  me  dniy  sworn 
-apoa  the  Holy  ETangelista  of  Almighty  Ood,  did 
«ote«iDlT  depose  and  declare  that,  on  the  7th  dar 
«f  April  last,  he  sailed  and  departed  --  '  ■* 
the  said  biig,  laden  with  a  car^o  of  i 

1  LiTerpool,  i 

to  different  persons  there,  and  to  the  best 
knowledge  and  belief,  the  piaperty  of  citizens  of 
the  United  Sutes. 

That,  tti  the  proseeation  of  the  said  voyage, 
nothing  material  happened  ontil  th«  SOth  day  of 
June,  when  being  in  sight  of  Cape  Antonio,  four 
or  five  leagues  distant,  he  discovered'two  sailat 
about  two  o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  which  ap- 
peared in  chase  of  his  said  Tessel.  That  one  of 
them  came  tip  with  bis  vessel  about  half  past  fbur 
o'clock,  when  she  hoisted  English  colors  and  fired 
two  guns,  on  which  he  hove  to,  and  waited  her 
coming  up  with  him.  That,  after  having  come 
within  bail,  he  was  ordered  by  a  person  on  board 
■aid  ptivaMei  to  eome  on  bcMrd'wilh  bis  papers, 
whioli  he  did ;  ailer  this  deponent  was  on  board 
the  said  iwivateer,  the  Engluh  colors  were  taken 
dawn  and  Spanish  hoisiMl;  and  this  deponent 
andeirtood  the  said  privateer  to  be  called  [be  Bu- 
•nft  Unwn,  commanded  by  Josi  Antonio  Ulari- 
Kgo;  the  captain  of  which  immediately  after  or- 
dered the  people  of  this  deponent  out  of  the  boat, 
and  sent  una  men  in  his  said  boat  on  board  his 
nid  brig,  and  detained  this  deponent,  wllh  two 
men  who  had  come  with  him,  on  boara  said  pri' 
vateer. 

That,  after  the  people  had  got  on  board  said 
vessel,  some  conversation  passed  between  the  cap- 
tain of  the  privateer  and  the  people  he  had  sent 
on  board  the  brig ;  and  immediatdy  after  they 
altered  the  course  of  his  said  brig,  and  stood  i 
towards  the  Island  of  Cuba ;  soon  after,  die  otht 
Teasel  which  was  tasight  came  up,  which  be,  the 
deponent,  understood  was  the  French  Privateer 
Napoleon,  commanded  by  one  Pierre  Liquet, 
which  also  changed  her  course,  and  stood  in  to- 
wards said  island,  in  company  with  said  Span- 
ish privateer  end  the  deponeoi's  brig.  That,  on 
the  same  day,  at  about  ten  o'clock  at  night,  the 
three  vessels  aforesaid  came  to  anchor  neat  Cape 
Antonio,  where  the  best  bower-anchor  was  lost, 


a  part  of  the  cable  belonging  to  ftaid  brig,  and 
Hoere  was  also  lying  at  anchor  a  amall  felucca 
French  privateer.    The  morning  followiag,  the 


Slsi  oltimo,  the  privateersmen  proceeded  with 


his  said  brig  to  a  small  bay,  where  there  aie  ■ 
number  of  small  islands,  about  six  leagues  from 
where  the  said  brig  had  been  aochored,  and  the 
said  privateers  accompanied  her.  In  which  bay 
the  said  brig  was  brought  to  anchor,  where  also 
tbe  said  privateers  came  to  ancbor;  That,  Amongrt 
these  islands,  there  was  Iring  an  American  schoon- 
er, called  the  Mary  of  Camden,  whi^h  had  beea 
talien  some  time  previous  by  the  small  felacea 
aforesaid,  which  accompanied  theothef  privateers 
from  Cape  Antonio. 

That  tnis  deponent  was  suffered,  in  the  eveaiBf 
after  coming  to  anchor,  to' go  on  board  liia  aaia 
vessel,  where  he  discovered  that  all  his  papers,  at 
ereiY  description,  as  well  as  those  relating  to  the 
vessel  as  to  the  cargo,  and  his  own  private  papers 
were  taken;  and  that  the  privateersmen  bad 
broken  into  the  hold  of  his  vessel,  and  taken  out 
of  a  cask,  which  they  had  broken  open,  a  numhei 
of  bottles  of  potiei  which  belonged  to  the  cargo 
of  said  vessel;  that  two  days  after  their  arrinl 
at  said  bay,  to  wit,  on  the  S3dj  the  privateersmen 
opened  the  hatches  of  his  said  vessel,  and  took 
several  packages  of  dry  goods  upon  deck,  whea 
they  descried  a  ^il  in  the  offing,  on  which  tbe 
goods  were  put  below,  and  the  hatches  shut,  and 
the  said  three  privateersmen  went  out  in  piiranit 
of  said  sail,  but  soon  after  returned ;  that,  oa  tlie 
day  following  tbe  24lh,  the  privateersmen  a^aio 
opened  the  hatches  of  his  said  veasei,  end  took 
out  all  the  dry  goods,  being  about  thirty-two  pack- 
ages; also,  one  cask,  containing  twenty  bags  of 
shot,  and  also  a  number  of  casks  of  porter,  wnich 
they  sent  on  board  the  different  priAteers,  and 
also  nut  onlkotird  tbe  French  privateer  Napoleoti 
all  the  drv  goods  and  the  said  cask  of  shot,  and 
nineteen'  naif-barrels  of  salt,  and  likewise  robbed 
and  plundered  the  said  vessel  of  a  coasidaaUe 
quantity  of  her  rigging,  faroiture,  and  apparel. 

And  the  said  deponent  doth  further  depoee  and 
say,  that  they  pnt  on  board  the  said  Mhoonar 
Mary  twenty  casks  of  porter,  somteratea  of  earth- 
enware, and  other  articles. 

Tba^  on  the  2Sth,  the  said  brig  was  got  ondtr 
way,  with  a  prizemaster  on  hoard  from  .the  said 
Spanish  privateer,  and  eight  men  to  her  also  be- 
longing, together  with  this  deponent  and  three  of 
bis  men,  t^e  mate  having  b^n  put  on  board  of 
the  privateer,  with  three  others  of  the  crew  of  the 
said  brig;  that  he,  the  deponent,  lyas  informed 
they  were  coming  with  said  brig  to  Havana,  b« 
after  coming  to  anchor  at  various  places  on  tbe 
coast,  at  several  of  which  a  quantity  of  porter  and 
•alt  was  taken  out  of  said  brig  and  given  to  diSer- 
ent  people  on  the  coast ;  and,  on  ttie  dth  instant, 
tbey  came  to  anchor  with  said  brig  in  thb  haiboi 
of  Cavafias. 


known  to  the  commandant,  but  was  refused,  and 
kept  prisoner  on  board  his  said  vessel  until  Sva- 
dav,  tlie  15th,  when  he  was  taken  out  with  am 
(^nis  men  and  put  on  board  a  small  open  boat  in 
which  also  embarked  the  prizemaster  and  fbni 
men  belonging  to  tbe  said  privateer,  and  was  in- 
formed  by  tbe  prizemasttt  Ibey  wen  cMung  to 
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tbiaport;  that,  od  the  day  following,  th«y  arrived 
at  ihia  said  port,  and  thii  deponent  was  forcibly 
taiken  to  the  guard-house,  and  not'  permitted  to 
bave  any  communication  with  any  person ;  add 
-was  so  kept  in  prison  nntil  the  next  day  sboat 
ten  o'clocE,  when  he  was  taken  to  the  marine 
office  and  qnesiioned  relatire  to  his  capture,  and 
-was  there  set  at  liberty;  that  he,  tbe  deponent, 
frequently  demanded  hii  papers  of  the  said  pri- 
Tateeraraen,  which  consisted  of  the  papers  of  the 
said  brig,  inroieea,  and  bilh  of  lading  of  cargo, 
about  two  hundred  and  twenty  letters,  and  va- 
Tious  other  papers,  but  was  uniformly  refused 
them. 

And  on  this  same  daj,  befpre  me  also  person- 
ally appeared  Nathaniel  Houstoa,chief  mate,  late 
of,  and  belonging  to,  the  said  brig  Jason,  who, 
being  hf  me  duly  sworn  upon  the  Holy  Evangft- 
lisla  of  Almighty  God,  did  sotemoly  oepase  and 
declare,  that  all  and  siogulartheniatiersani  facts 
before  stated  and  set  lorth,  are  in  every  respect 

Whereupon,  the  said  Henry  Palmer  doth,  and 
I,  at  his  request,  do  roost  publicly  and  solemnly 
protest,  as  weU  against  the' commanders,  officers, 
crews,  and  owner^  of  the  said  Spanish  aqa-French 
privateers,  as  against  all  and  everv  other  person 
and  persons  whom  tbe  same  shall  or  majr  con- 
cero,  for  the  nolawful  capture  and  detention  of 
tbe  said  brig  whilst  in  the  prosecution  of  a  lawful 
Toyage,  and  the  d^predatioDs,  robbery,  and  plun- 
der, committed  upon  the  said  vessel,  her  rtffgiog, 
fUrotture,  «ad  cargo,  and  for  all  damages.  Tosses, 
costs,  and  expenses,  which  shall  or  may  be  sus- 
tained in  tbe  premises  on  account  thereof.  And 
the  said  Henij  Palmer  doth  hereby  reserve  to 
bimself  tbe  privilege  of  making  any  other,  or 
additional  pretest,  as  need  and  occasion  may  re- 
quire. 

Tkia  done  and  protested  at  Havana,  as  afore- 

*"  HENRY  PALMER, 

HATH., HOUSTON. 

Id  testimony  whereof,  I  have  hereunto  set  my 
band'and  affixed  my  coQsutar  seal,  this  20th  day 
of  Aueust,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand 
cisht  hundred  and  five,  and  of  the  independence 
of  the  United  Sutea  the  thirtieth. 

HENRY  HILL,  Ji 


CoHBitLaTB  OF  TBI  U.  S.,  Uomd  of  Oi&a  .- 

By  tbis  public  in  slmment  of  protest,  be  it  known 
anto  all  whom  the  same  shall,  doth,  or  may  con- 
ceni,  that,  on  the  day  of  the  date  hereof,  person- 
ally appeared  before  me  Jacob  Paiddrick,  a  citi- 
zen or  the  United  Statea,  born  in  the  county  of 
Camden,  Stale  of  North  Carolina,  late  mate  of 
the  schooner  Mary  of  Camden,  aforesaid,  Stephen 
Ctiarles,  master ;  also,  Jobn  Davis  and  Jeremiah 
Graves,  both  citizens  of  the  United  Slates,  and 
late  mariners  on  bMrd  of  said  schooner ;  who,  be- 
iog  sereraUy  duly  swora  on  Ihe  Holy  EvangeliaU 


of  Almighly  Qod,  did  depose  and  say,  that  they 
sailed  from  Jamaica  on  board  of  said  schooner, 
bound  for  Charleston,  South  Carolina  ;  and  that, 
while  lawfully  and  peaceably  pursuing  their  said 
voyage  on  board  said  vessel,  with  a  cargo,  con- 
sisting of  thirty  puncheons  of  ram  and  five  ho^ 
heads  of  molasses,  the  property  of  citizens  of  Uia 
Uniletl  States,  tfaW,  together  with  said  vessel  and 
cargo,  on  the  22a  of  Hay,  aforesaid,  were  cap- 
tured by  a  felncca  privateer,  under  French  color^ 
ine  Paul,  commander,  who  took  possession  of. sai< 
'essel  and  cargo,  and  brought  her  to  an  anchor 
he  same  day,  near  Cape  Antonio  \  that  the  afore- 
said Stepben  Charles  master  of  said  schoonet 
Mary,  was  forcibly  taken  out  of  his  satd  vessel, 
and  put  on  board  of  an  American  vessel  bound  to 
Chhrleaton  ;  that  these  deponents,  after  remaining 
six  or  seven  days  on  board  said  schooner,  during 
whlcb  time  shecontiiAied  at  anchor.  Were  forcibly 
taken  out  of  laid  vessel,  and  put  ud  shore  at  Cape 
Antonio,  without  any  sustenance  or  means  of  oV 


where  they  pleased;  that  tbey  found  several  fii  . 
ermen  near  tbe  place  aforesaid,  who^  piiving  their 
distressed  situation,  hospitably  supplied  tltem  with 
provisions  during  six  or'  seven  days  ;  at  the  expi- 
ratioo  of  which  time,  Anselmo  Henrique,  woo 
bad  a  canoe,  andwas  Gsbingon  the  coast,  was 
prevailed  upon,  at  the  iasiaHce  of  these  deponent*, 
to  brine  them  to  tbii  city  of  Havana,  on  coodt- 
tion  of  their  giring  him  their  etothing,  whicb 
they,  these  depooents,  were  obliged  to  do;  that 
the  iaid  Anselmo  Henrique,  having  received  their 
clothing,  took  -them  on  board  his  canoe,  and  pro- 
ceeded with  them  on  their  wajr.  hither,  as  far  aa 
the  port  of  Cavafias ;  tbe  commandant  of  whicb 
port  would  not  snfier  them  to  proceed  further 
in  Mtd  canoe,  declaring  them  to  be  Basliab- 
men  and  spies,  and  "placed  them  in  the  stocks  as 
prisoners,  and  kept  them'  there  aboiu  fonrteen 
noura,  wnen  they  were  liberated  and  Buffered  (o 
proceed  to  this  place  by  land,  with  the  said  An- 
selmo Henrjque,  where  the^  arrived  this  day. 

And  thereupon  the  said  deponents,  in  behalf  of 
themselves,  the  said  Stephen  Charles,  and  al' 
other'  concerned  in  said  schooner  and  cargo,  do, 
by  these  presents,  most  publicly  and  solemnly 
protest,  and  require  of  me  to  protest.  Wherefore, 
at  the  request  aforesaid,  I,  the  said  Consul,  do 
protest,,  as  well  against  the  commander,  officers, 
and  ctew^of  tbe  said  felucca  privateer,  (the  name 
of  which  19  at  present  uoknown,)  Paul,  command- 
er, and  all  others  whom  it  may  concern,  for  the 
illegal  capture  of  tbe  said  scQooner  Mary  and 
cargo,  ana  the  treatment  of  the  said  master,  Ste- 
phen Charles,  and  ihey,  the  said  several  depooents, 
experienced  as  aforeMid,^  the  dangers  and  hard- 
ships they  encountered  ia  coiisequeace  thereof, 
and  for  all  damages,  losses,  costs,  and  charges,  at- 
leoding  tbe  same.  '  . 

This  done  and  protested  at  tbe  said  city  of 
Havana. 

JACOB  PAIDDRICK, 
JOHN  DAVIS, 
JEREMIAH  GRAVES. 


un 


BelatioB'  vUk  Spoilt. 


In  UBtimony  wkoreof,  the  said  depoDcots  have 
JiereuDto  subscribed  t,heir  Dames,jipd  I,  (he  said 
Consul, .iiare  heieuolo  sei  my  band,  and  affixed 
Uyoonsular  seal,  the  14th  day  of  Jane,  in  the 
jrear  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
fiTe^andoftheiDdependenceoftbe  United  States 
the  twenlr-iunib. 

HENRY  HILL,  Jr. 


Deduatioti  of  John  Evans,  murter  of  the  sb 
Morfbtk,  ^d  of  Ctiai4(!s  Sinimana,  Jnn.,  «i 
Lowiie,  TOamen  belong:fnp  to  njd  ship. 

;ed  Stai«t  i        .  . 

iAeat  at  HaraDa,  on  (he  day  of  th«  dale  bereof, 
personally  came  and  appeared  Joha  Evaps,  mas- 
;eiof  the  3hipEliz«,oi  Norfolk,  and  Charles  Sim- 
ntODe,  jun^  and  Edward  Lowrie,  seamen  beIoi;i£- 
ing  la  s«id  chip,  who.  being  by  me  severtilly  duly 
svein  upon  the  Holy  Evsngdiits  of  Almiehty 
God,  did  depose  and  say,  Bodfirit  the  said  Jghn 
Kvans: 

That  Jie  sailed  Iroin  Norfolk  io  the  ntid  ship  on 
or  about  ihe  13th  d&/  of  October  lasL  with  a  cai- 
uo  OD  board,  aoQsittiag  at  stavea  and  provision*, 
bovDd  for  Kiagston,  JTamaica,  the  said  caigo  beiag 
the  sole  property  of  Conway  and  Fortetcue  Whit- 
tle me  rebuits  of  Norfolk,  .and  cii^en»of  iheUu- 
giiad  States;  thai  he  arrived  in  and  wilb  said  ^hip' 
«D  or  about  the  Sib  day  of  Navembet  foHotviog, 
when  cba  said  cargo  was  sold  for  accQum  of  tbe 
said  Messrs.  Couway  and  Fortescue  Whittle; 
that  from  Kingston  he  proceeded  in  and  with  said 
■hipita  Anoita  bay-,' on  tbe  noriiL  side  said  /dand. 
of  Jamaica,  for  the  purpose  of  loading  his  said 
ship  with  a  cargo,  where  he  actually  purchased 
aaa  loaded  on  bo^rd  said  ship,.a  cargo,  consisliog 
4it  one  bundted  and  sereaty-nine  puacheonsof 
rum,  for  tbe  sole  account  and  risk  oi  tbe  aforesaid 
Messrs.  Conway  and  Fortescue  Whittle;  that  be 
sailed  tbeocein  and  with  said  ship  w'tb  said  car- 
go,.on  or  about  tbe  2Ist  day  of  March  following, 
bouod  to  Norfolk  aforesaid,  with  all  the  necessary 
and  usual  documents  on  hoard^  to  prove  the  said 
ship  and  cargo  bona  fide  American  property,  be- 
longing to  citizens  of  the  United  Stales  ;  that  on 
the  27ih  dayof  same  moatb,  while  peaceably  and 
lawfully  navigatine  his  said  ship  for  the  port  of 
Norfolk  aforesaid,  tben  being  in  %ht  of  the  Isle 
of  Pines,  on  the  south  side  of  ibis  island  of  Cuba, 
be  was  met  with,  boarded,  and  unlawfully  cap- 
tured  by'a  privateer  under  French  colors,  called 
tbe  Vigilant,  commanded  by  one  Amado  Dejan, 
as  be  understood,  who  forcibly  and  unlawfully 
deprived  this  depoaeut  of  the  possession  of  his 
said  sbip  and  cargo,  and  placeiTa  prizcmaster  and 
men  on  board  thereof,  from  the  said  privateer, 
and  with  force  and  violence  took  this  deponent 
out  of  his  said  ship,  together  wlih  Onis  DaoioD, 
first  mate,  and  Richard  Thomas,  second  mate 
thereof,  and  six  of  the  seamen  of  his  said  ship, 
ai^d  lasded  tbem.oa  tt^  west  end  of  said  Isle  of 
Pines,  with  {uLy  oae  d'y^s  provisions,  and  with- 
ci«t  the  ^aap&o£  pipcoriug  further  sustenaucey 


that  thi9 deponent, withhit uid mafes  and  ctew, 
remained  a(  said  pert  of  caid  island,  which  is  en- 
tirely uninhabited,  about  two  weeks,  and  *vp- 
ported  themselves  oa  fish  which  Ihey  caagbt, 
there  being  no  other  food  or  sustenance  lo  ne  p»o- 
ttured  I  at  the  eipiratioD  of  which  time,  that  ht. 
-with  his  said  males  and  crew,  took  passage  in  a 
Spanish  vessel,  wbicb  casually  touched  there, 
and  were  tran^orted  to  the  ^ast  end  of  said  island 
ofPioes,  where  iherearesomBinbabitBDts,  whence 
this  deponent,  with  bia  sai<l  mates  ami  crew,  afiei 
remaining  four  pr  five  days,  Kjok  paaaage  ia  a 
Spanish  vessel,  and'  prooeeded  to  Baiabaoa,  ip. 
this  island  of  Cuba,  whence  they  proceeded  by 
land  to  Ihe  city  of  Havana;  that,  af^er  be in^  some 
days  in  this  city,  this  deponent  heard  bis  said  sUf 
bad  been  taken  into  BalabaDo,and  soim  after  saw 
the  nrizemaiter  here  wbo  was  pat  on  board  his 
said  ship,  who  gave  to  this  depouent  the  foUowiiv 
papers  of  said  ship,  declaring^  at  tbe  sajoe  tim^ 
that  he  considered  tne  said  ship  and  cargo  Ameri- 
can property;  that  tbe  captain  of  said  privateer 
had  absconded  wd  left  him  without  support  and 
that  he  bad  no  idea  of  pUrsning  her  as  a  lawful 
prize,  and  had  abandoned  her;  that  tbe  papen 
w^ich  were  delivered  to  this  deponent  were  the 
followiog:  1st,  the  Mediterranean  pass  of  said 
ship;2d,  sea-letler;  3d,  clearance  from  Norfoftj 
4lh,  articles  of  Bereement  between  master  and 
mariners  of  said  sliipi  5th,  certifiiid  list  of  crew; 
6ib  bill  of  health,  &c.j  7th,  ship's  log  book.  That 
the  said  sbip  had  a  register  and  i;ertifieaies  of 
property  of  cargo,  bills  of  lading,  invoices,  ic,  at 
the  time  of  capture,  which  were  token  from  him, 
aud  which  were  not  delivered  up  with  die  other 

Capers,  and  which  this  deponent  anderstoo*')  ■od 
as  reason  lo  believe,  were  unlawfully  and  wan- 
tonly destroyed ;  that  this  deponent,  after  aac.er- 
laining  that  his  said  ship  was  in  Batabano  afore- 
said, and  after  receiving  the  said  papers,  did,  oa 
on  t&e  7th  day  of  May  last,  presntio  his  excel- 
iency  the  Marquis  of  Spmeruelos,  Captain  On«- 
eral  of  said  island  of  Cuba,  a  memorittl,  wherein 
he  Slated  the  capture  of  the  nid  ship,  and  prayed 
that  she  might  be  restored  to  the  rjj^tful  owners, 
fromi  whom  she  bad  been  unlawfully  captured; 
that,  nqt  having  any  reply  to  his  memorial,  he, 
shortly  after,  again  memorialized  his  £icellencT, 
praying  thai  he  would  order  his  ship  to  beiestorea; 
that  n-ot  bavins  apy  reply  to  this,  his  second  me- 
morial, and  understanding  that  a  part  of  his  crew 
who  were  suffered  to  umain  on  board  at  the  time 
of  capture,  were  detained  as  prisoners  on  board  in 
Ihe  said  port  of  Batabano,  and  were  suffering  for 
the  want  of  the  aeees^riee  of  life,  anid  that  itte 
Freeebnwnjwlio  remained  on  hoard,  apd  the  Sg^* 
iards  from  shore,  were  daily  plvoderiag  from  bu 
aaid  shiptuid  csj|g(i,aj)d  wisbiii{[  to  know  tbe  stale 
thereof,  aiMl  to  gi^t  some  tfii^  to  bis  crew,  he 
pi^oqeded  to  Batabano  without  a  passport,  (tbe 
Captain  Oenwil  baviiw  refused  hun  one,)  with 
intent  to  go  on  board  us  said  ship,  aod  was  or- 
dered by  Kim  immediately  to  return  to  this  cUj, 
or  that  he  would  send  him  hatk  prisoner  nodera 
guard  of  soldiers,  wherefore  this  depoiieiii  was 
obliged  to  leiqu;  :that,,(ia  the  14th  d&y  of  June, 
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APPENBIX 


heagaio  ainaarialJze[lhuExcelleite;,pmntiDg 
therewith  all  the  papen  of  the  aibreMid  ibip,  de- 
liveied  up  to  him  bj  the  nrirematter  aforesaid, 
(except  the  se«-leiter;  which  was  presented  with 
fais  first  memorial,)  in  eonsequeoce  of  which,  on 
the  dar  followiof,  a  decree  was  gireo,  ordering 
his  said  abip  and  cargo  to  be  rettorcd  and  deliv' 
ered  him,  and  a  passport  granted  for  him  to  pro- 
ceed to  Batabano  and  take  posfteswon  thcrvof. 

That  for  tbis  purpose  he  proceeded  to  Batabano, 
and  OQ  his  arrival  there^  the  24th  of  June,  be  pre- 
sented his  passport  and  order  to  the  coramaadaM 
Ihere,  who  sent  with  him  an  officer  and  two  sol' 
diers  to  execute  the  said  order  and  give  him  pos- 
aessionof  bissaid  ship.  Tbaiaceordiogly,oQihe 
S5th  day  of, June,  he  receired  possession  of  his 
said  ship,  and  on  examination  thereof,  and  of  her 
cargo,  there  was  a  deficiencv  of  the  following 
articles,  which  had  been  plooaered  from  her  since 
tbe  capture  aforesaid,  to  wit '.  •  two  boat^  a  atriog 
cable,  three  anchors,  two  new  top-sails,  a  new 
foiesaii,  foiti  siuddiog  sails,  two  royals,  several 
spars,  all  her  spate  ranning'rijggtng,  all  net  cabin 
farniiare  and  water  casks,  besides  blocks,  and 
many  other  small  articles,  and  from  bet  cargo, 
ninety'six  whole  puncheons  of  rum,  there  being 
only  eighty-three  t'eraainiiig  on  board,  and  many 
of  these  wanting  from  tet)  to  fifty  gatloiis,  so  that 
tbis  deponent  conceives  that  the  .contents  of  the 
said  eighty-three  puncheons  would  not  more  than 
fill  sixty. 

That  an  account  Was  prteenled  to  him  atBala- 
bano^  against,  said  ship,  of  upwards  of  nine  hun- 
dred dollars,  for  various  articles  which  had  been 
taken  up  upon  the  credit  of  the  said  ship  by  the 
JE^renchman  who  captured  her,  which  tbis  depo- 


day  of  July  instant,  he  departed  in  and  with  the 
said  ship  from  the  bay  of  Batabano,  and  arrived  al 
this  port  of  Havana  on  the  86th  day  of  July  in- 
stant, without  any  material  accident  happeniog, 
and  came  to  anchor  at  the  mouth  of  the  harbor, 
not  being  permitted  to  come  on  wlthsaid  ship  for 
the  purpose  of  supplying  himself  with  the  neces- 
sary stores,  cables,  &c.,  to  proceed  on  his  voyage 
to  Notfolk,  aforesaid,  whither  be  is  bound. 

And  the  aforesaid  Charles  H.  Simmons  and 
Sdward  Lowrie,  depose  and  declare  that  all  and 
every  the  matters  and  things  set  forth  and  declared 
hy  the  said  }ohn  Evans  in  the  preceding  declara- 
noOj  relating  to  the  capture  of  the  said  ^ip,  a6d 
the  deficiency  therein  stated  of  her  cargo,  apparel, 
furniture,  &«.,#re,  to  theirknowledge.just  and  true. 

That  they  were  detained  on  board  said  ship 
after  the  captore,  and  hdd  prisoners  on  board, 
frequently  wanting  for  the  necessaries  of  life,  un- 
til she  was  given  up  to  the  said  Captain  Evans, 
as  stated  in  Vis  declaration. 

That  before  the  said  ship  was  taken  into  Baia- 
tsno,  she  was  brought  to  anchor  by  the  said  pri- 
.  vaieersmen  upon  the  coast  of  Cuba,  about  ten 
leagues  to  the  we«t  end  of  the  said  port  of  Bata- 
kano,  where  tbey  took  fiom  bar  mrgo  a  aanber 
of  pBDAheons  of  bvq,  and  put  them  on  boMrd  of 
asakooaei. 


That  the  said  ship  was  again  brought  to  anchor 
beforfe  bar  arrival  at  Baiabano,  about  one  league 
from  the' port,  where  the  said  privateersmen  also 
took  from  her  cargo  a  number  of  paccheons  of 
rum,  and  ptiLtbem  on  board  a  Spanish  sloop,  which 
these  d^oeenls  understood  belonged  to  the  Sing's 
pilot  at  Batabano,  who  aasisted  the  said  .privateera- 
en  it  the  robbery. 

That  oa  the  said  ship's  arrival  at  Batabano,  a 
nvmberof  puncheons  of  rum  were  then  taken  but 
of  add  ihtp,  anil  carried  o»  shore  by  the  said  pri- 
rateeispMn,  assisted  by  some  Spaniards  on  shore, 
who,  during  the  said  ship's  reiaeining  there,  night 
after  nigh.1,' smuggled  oa  shore  from  the  said  ship 
[oantities  of  ruoi,  which  thsv  drew  from  the  pnn- 
jheoos  on  board  into  smalt  kegs.  That  the  said 
Frenchmen  and  Spaniards  daily  pluoitered  the 
rigging  and  furniture  of  ^aid  ship  and  were  very 
aMsive  and  gave  mueh  iU  treBimest  to  These 
deooDeDta. 

JOim  EVANS, 

CtlAB.  H:  SIMMONfl,  Jr. 

EDWARD  LOWRIE. 

And  the  saf  d  John  Svans  having  applied  to  me, 
the  said  Consul,  to  make  his  protest  m  the  prem- 
ises, I  have  granted  thispublic  certificate  thereof, 
to  serve  end  avail  him,  and  all,  iu  the  premise? 
aforesaid,  as  oecaston  mayreqaire. 

Wherefore,  the  faid  John  Evans,  in  behalf  of 
liimealf,  the  freighters,  owners,  and  all  others  cou- 
eenMd  m  the  said  vessel  and  cargo,  doth,  and  I, 
(he  (aid  Consul,  at  hisdesire,  do,  by  inesefresents, 
protest,  as  well  against  the  commander,  officers, 
and  crew,  of  the  aforementioned  privateer,  as 
agafsil  every  person  and  persons  concerned  there- 
in, for  the  capture  of  the  said  vessel,  and  the  rob- 
bery and  plunder  committed  upon  tae  said  vessel 
and  cargo,  for  all  damages  losses,  costs,  and  ex- 
penses already  sustaioed,  or  which  shall  or  may 
nereafier  be  sustained,  suffered  and  incurred  in  the 
pretniscsen  aceonnl  tnereof. 

Done  and  protested  in  the  city  of  Havana,  agree- 
ably te  mercantile  laws  iq  such  cases  used  and 
approved  of. 

In  tesiimooy  whereof,  the  said  deponents  have 
hereunto  suhtcribed  their  'names,  and  I,  the  said 
consul,  have  hereunto  set  my  hand  and  affixed 
my  eonsplar  seal,  this  second  day  of  August  in 
the  year  of  ouj  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
aitd-  five,.and  of  the  independence  of  the  United 
etatee  the  thirtieth. 

HENRY  HILL,  Jr. 


St.  Jdah, 


Sib:  When  depredations  ott  neutral  properly 
by  PowMs  at  war  becomes  the  order  of  the  day, 
when  no  respect  is  paid  ^°  existing  treaties,  I  con- 
eeive  ita  duty  incumbent  on  every  indijridual  to 
Bote  every  such  infringement,  aod  to  give  advice 
of  it  lo  the  Biecntire  of  thai  Qorernment  to 
wbkh  he  belongs. 

As  I  am  unaccustomed  to  a  forensic  style,  I 
•ball  simply  relate  my  own  case,  aod  whatever 
faaa  eone  tndei  my  immedUte  observation  during 
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Ralatum  with  SplA. 


mj  short  atay  in  ihia  itluid.  ]  left  Norfolk  on 
Ihe  firsi  of  June  last  id  the  brig  Cftibarine,  bound 
for  the  JBland  of  Antigua,  Uden  wiih  a  cargo  of 
proviaions  and  liimber,  where  I  ati Ted,  and  sold 
said  cargo.  I  lett  ADtigua  on  the  29th  of  Jaly, 
with  a  reiuro  cargo,  bound  back  to  Norfolk;  on 
the  4th  August,  in  latitude  HHeg.  10  min.  north, 
longitude  65  deg^.  west^was  captured  by  the  French 
brig  caUed  Oeneral  BUn shot,  John  Bapttal     ' 

BrtiD,  conun&nder,  aad  tent  into  one  of  the  \ 

■t  the  west  end  of  this  island.  The  privaleer 
plundered  me  of  mj  storn  and  ship's  proTirioQa 
and  part  of  the  oargo.  The  vessel  was  immedi- 
ately ■  nipped  of  her  sails  and  rigging  and  sent 
ashore;  my.  people  taken  out,  put  on  board  of  so- 
other vessel,  and  sent  out  of  the  island.  Uodei 
these  cireunntaacee  I  came  to  the  citr  &Dd  ap- 
plied to  the  OoreruoT,  requesting  hi*  interference  ; 
staibg  to  him  that  my  papers  wer«  perfectly  reg- 
ular, and  that  my  capture  was  of  course  ilie^T; 
and  1  likewise  requested  him  to  order  security  to 
be  given  for  the  amooat  of  my  brig  and  cargo,  as 
the  agent  of  the  said  privftteer  was  a  resident 
merchant  of  this  city.  But  ail  my  rcpteaeniation 
baa  been  to  oo  effect  r  he  has  absolutely  refuted 
to  take  cognizance  of  my  business.  My  papers 
Tcmain  is  the  hands  of  Mr.  Dauhon,  the  ageht  of 
theeaptdrs-  Imay  be  detaiaed  here  many  months 
10  come,  and  the  vessel  and  cargo  exposed 

total  loss.    My  trial,  if  any  i  em  to  have,  i 

be,  by  the  detetmioatioa  of  this  Qovemment, 
either  at  Martinique  or  Quadaloupe ;  thus,  under 
the  present  circumstances,  this  island  may  become 
the  asylum  of  pirates  and  robbers.  No  pretence  haa 
been  given  for  my  capture ;  as  I  eama  from  an 
English  island,!  might  have  English  property  on 
board.  At  the  time  of  my  capture,  my  cabin  hoy 
wax  carried  on  board  the  privateer  and  put  in 
irons,  threatened  with  severe  chastisement  unless 
be  would  declare  that  specie  waa  deposited  in 
some  part  of  the  vessel.  This  attempt  proving 
fnitlless,  I  now  (in  all  probability)  must  be  the 
victim  of  measuKs  dictated  by  men  without  prin- 
ciples of  honesty  or  honor.  Thus  tu  a*  reUtas 
to  myself.  1  shall  now  Uke  the  liberty  of  relating 
to  you  some  other  particulars  that  have  come  un- 
der my  observation.  At  my  arrival  at  the  port 
of  my  entry  on  the  west  end  of  the  island,  I  found 
at  anchor  Uut  brig  Susanna,  of  Portland,  Maine, 
the  captain's  name  I  do  not  recollect;  said  brig 
arrived  ihe  day  before  and  prize  to  the  seme  pri- 
vateer; she  was  from  Portland  bound  to  Jamaica, 
and  was  taken  on  her  outward  bound  passage, 
with  a  cargo  of  fish  and  lumber;  said  brig  was 
immediately  unloaded  and  ballasted  with  sand, 
and,  without  more  ceremony,  the  captain  and 
crew  of  said  vessel  were  shipped  oS,  wHli  a  very 
■canty  supply  of  provisions,  and  left  to  search  for 
the  first  port  they  could  make.  On  the  4ih  iii- 
sianc,  arrived  the  brig  Polly,  of  Tiverton,  Rhode 
Island,  Captain  Trip;  and  on  ihe  5th.  instant,  the 
schooner  Mary  Ann,  of  Boston,  Captain  Anthony, 
and  bound  to  the  island  of  Barbadoes,  loaded  wiu 
cattle  and  horsea,  and  provisions  on  the  deck. 
They  are  prizes  to  a  Spanish  U beck,  from  Cadii, 
bound  to  Vera  Cruz.    The  captaina  liveatUl  on 


board  with  their  crews,  and  may  remaia  to  for 
many  days  to  come)  while  the  captor  and  his 
agent  are.  prosecnting  every  measure  to  effect  the 
condensation  of  said  vessels  as  lawful  prizes. 
1  am.dbe. 

JOSEPH  LEONARD. 
Jambs  Hadibon,  Elsq-,  Seattary  of  State. 

U.  S.  CoHBOt^ROmoB,  GibnJtar: 
r  I  On  this  13th  day  of  September,  1805,  per- 
^  -I  sooally  appeared  in  my  Consular  office  of 
the  TJnilqd  States  of  America,  John  AIIcd,  com* 
mander  of  the  sloop  Ranger,  belonging  to  the 
Qovernment  of  the  aforesaid  Uiiited  States,  utd 
John  Thompson,  master's  mate  on  board  said 
sloop  Ranger,  who,  after  being  sworn  on  the  Holy 
Evangelists,  did  declare  jointly  and  severally.  cBca 
speaking  for  himself,  that  they  sailed  in  and  with 
said  vessel  from  Boston  in  America,  on  or  about 
the  21st  day  of  July  last,  oa  the  service  of  said 
Oovernraeat,  in  company  with  the  aloop  Travel- 
ler, conunanded  by  Captain  Benjamin^  Prince, 
with  whom  they  parted  company  a  few  days  afur 
their  leaving  Boston,  by  stress  of  weather. 

That,  on  the  23d  of  August  last,  being  in  lati- 
tude W"  32"  north,  and  longitude  30"  33'  west  a 
schooner  came  up  with  them,  mounting  six  gona 
with  sixteen  blunderbusses,  an4  about  eighteen 
men,  who,  although  the  American  colors  were 
flying  on  board  the  Ranger,  and  the  vessel  hove 
to,  fired  three  broadsides  at  oer  without  showing 
any  colors,  ordering  Captain  Allen  to  go  on  board 
them,  which  he  did ;  tney  then  came  on  board 
the  sloop  Ranger,  broke  open  Captain  Ailen'a 
chest  and  trunk,  taking  from  them  twelve  while 
shirts,  a  suit  of  uniform,  six  pair  silk  and  six  pair  of 
cotton  stockings,  twelve  handkerchiefs,  two  blue 

i'ackets,  three  waiie  dimity  waistcoats,  two  neir 
lais,  two  pair  new  shoes,  and  two  pair  nankeen 
Emtalooos,  a  spy-glass,  sixty  three  gallons  brandy, 
utter,  cheese,  pork,  and  other  articles  of  ships 
stores ;  likewise,  the  doctor's  box,  the  mates'  and 
gome  of  the  men's  clothes  and  money  ;  also,  a  let- 
ter from  the  Governor  of  Malta,  and  several  other 
papers. 

That  the  commander  and  crew  of  the  aaid 
schooner  j>rivateet  behaved  in  a  most  insnltinf 
and  abusive  manner,  and  they  seemed  by  tbeu 
appearance,  language,  dress,  and  manners,  to  have 
been  Spaniards ;  wherefore,  they  make  this  decla- 
ration and  protest,  not  only  for  the  robbery  com- 
mitted, but  also  for  the  insult  shown  the  flag  un- 
der which  they  sailed. 

JOHN  ALLEN, 
JOHN  THOMPSON. 


.  OnmU  U.  3.  of  dmerica. 

Extract  of  a  letter  from  Oovenoi  William  C.  C.  Clai- 
bome,  to  the  Secretaij  of  War,  dated 

Nbw  OKLEAna,  Mdmh  IS,  1801 
Sta :  In  consequence  of  a  letter  I  received  from 
Mr.  Joseph  Chambers,  the  [Jnited  States  faetar  U 
Fort  St.  Stephens,  informing  me  that  ha  had  % 


im 
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Jaantily  of  peltrjr,  &c^  readf  for  exportation,  and 
esiting  Ibat  I  would  make  airaogsiDeBts  with 
the  Spanish  authoritie*  (o  seonre  lo  ailielea  lo 
ftnd  from  ihc  fiotory  s  pasnge  free  from  inter- 
TMPiion  Of  dutiei,,!  addresstd  to  the  GoTeinoi  of 
West  Florida,  (who  i«  now  in  this  oity,)  a  letter 
of  which  theeDclosed  No.  1  ii  a  cop*,  and  on  this 
day  I  received  an  answer,  of  wbico  No.  3  it  a 
copy.  From  these  documanlg^  you  will  diacorei 
that  the  intered  of  the  factory  ii,  in  a  meuure, 
aubJMted  to  the  caprice  of  a  Spanuh  ofilcer. 


Naw  OauuRB,  March  7,  ISOl. 

6ir:  The  Preaident  of  the  United  Stales,  with 
a  Ttew  to  preserve  a  (food  iiDderstandins'  with  the 
Choctaw  IndiaDs,  has  established  a  ntciory  or 
trading-house  at  Port  St.  Stephena,  on  the  Tom- 
iHgbee  riTer.  The  goods  traosmilted  lo  this  fac- 
tory, and  the  peltry,  ft«^  exported  therefroro,  are 
the  property  of  the  United  Slates,  and  I  aereaade 
myself  that,  on  tlieir  passage  by  way  of^  Mobile, 
no  duties  will  be  exacted,  or  interruption  offered, 
by  the  anihorities  of  Spain. 

I  beg  leare  to  remind  your  Excelteuer  thai,  by 
a  treaty  between  the  United  States  aad  His  Cath- 
olic Majesty,  ihe^  are  mutually  bound  to  restrain 
the  Indians  within  their  respective  limits  from 
committing  hostilities  against  the  adjacent  ietile- 
tneuts  of  either  Power. 

The  prosparity,  therefore,  of  the  factory  at  Fort 
St.  Stephens  is  interesting  to  both  outnaiioBs, 
aince  the  influence  which  the  AoericaA  Qoveto- 
ment  may  acquire  in  the  ChoeUw  eoonails  will 
be  uted  not  only  to  sacare  peace  and  safety  to 
our  own  frontiera,  bat  to  die  donuoioiu'of  Hi* 
Catholic  Majeaty. 

Accept  the  assnraBces  of  my  gteat^teapeet  and 
high  eonaideration. 

WM.  C.  C.  CLAIBORNO. 

His  Sx'ey  Oov.  Foloh. 


No.  2. 


Mamb  15, 1604. 

8ib:  In  order  to  answer  your  letter  of  the 
7th  instan^  with  due  propriety,  and  according 
lo  the  spirit  of  the  Roval  orders  prevailing  ob  tba 
subject,  I  consulted  tne  Intendant,  Mr.  John  D. 
Morales,  who  has  given  me  his  opinion  in  the 
following  terms: 

"  My  opinion,  air,  reipectingthe  particulars  re- 
lated in  Qovemor  ClaiborDe's  letter  lo  jrou,  is, 
that  we  cannot  deviate  from  the  order  given  to 
ns  by  Hit  Catholic  Majesty,  which  I  have  transr 
eribed  to  you  in  my  last,  ofihe  Sth  instant.  For 
the  same  reason,  wiien  His  Excellency,  Qeneral 
Wilkinson,  requested  to  allow  the  pass  of  two 
American  vessels,  one  in  the  Spring,  the  other  in 
the  Fall,  which  I  did  not  gtan^  ana  His  Majesty 


approved  my  conduct,  and  caused  the  treaty  to  b« 
carried  Into  execution." 

These  cirenmstsQces  will  eonvioce  your  Ex- 
eeilency  that  it  is  not  in  my  power  to  comply  with 
your  request;  however,  1  will  represent  the  case 
to  the  King,  and  inform  you  of  the  resnir  as  soon 
H  possible. 

Accept  assurances  of  my  respect  and  consider- 
ition.  F.  FOLCH-. 

His  Rx'cy  Qov.  Claibokhb. 

Extract  of. «  latter  from  Joseph  Chamben,  United 
States  &ctoT,  to  the  8e<:TetU7  of  War,  dated 
CBOCTAWTBADIRO-BOOaK, 

April  11, 1804. 
"It  may  i(ot  be  impropet  in  me  to  state,  that  it 
will  be  impossible  for  me  to  continue  the  trading- 
house  on  the  river  Tombigbee,  and  ttfaSbtd  to 
the  Indians  that  fiiendly  accommodation  intended 
by  the  Government,  without  incurring  certain 
loss,  unless  we  are  speedily  freed  fiom  the. heavy 
exaction,  of  twelve  p^r  ccDluai  demanded  by  the 
Spanish  officers  a.i  Mobile,  on  all  exports  that 
pass  this  port,  and  the  same  on  importe,  making 
together  nearljr  one-fourth. per  cent." 


New  OHl.BAl^s^  April  20  1804. 
"  In  conformity  with  my  advice,  Joseph  Cham- 
faeh,  United  Stales  factor  for  the  Choctaw  nation, 
haa  shipped  a  quantity  of  peltry  for  Philadelphia, 
f  via  New  Orleans.^  On  the  passage  of  the  peltry 
down  the  Mobile  river,  a  duty  was  demanded  by 
the  Spanish  officers  at  the  town  of  Mobile,  and 
which  Hr.  Chambers  paid,  not.  however,  without 


"Seme  provisions  sent  by  the  contractor  Ram 
this  city  to  Fort  Bloddetl  were  also  detained  at 
Mobile,  until  a  duty  of  twelve  per  cent,  was  paid 
tbereoD ;  duties  are  also  exacted  on  all  exports 
pusing  down  the  Mobile^  and  paid  very  reluct- 
uilly  ^  our  oitizena. 

**  The  Spaniards  are  fortifying  Pensacola  and 
the  town  of  Mobile;  at  the  former  place  there  i$ 
to  be  stationed  five  or  six  hundred  men,  and  at  the 
latter  a  battalion  of  artillery,  and  one  company 
of  dragooia  are  now  employed." 

Proiett  »f  Joat^  Chamben,  United  Btate*  fccUr. 
Whereas,  by  iho  order  of  the  proper  officera  of 
the  Oovarament  of  the  United  State*  of  America, 
sixty  bales,  ihreehogsheads,  and  one  barrel  of  pel- 
tries and  Ibn,  the  property. of  said  Oorernment, 
collected  at  toe  Qoverafflenta!  trading-house,  es- 
tablished by  authority,  for  the  friendly  .accommo- 
dation of  the  Choctaw  nation  of  iDdians,  was 
directed  to  be  tranapOTled  from  the  aaid  trading- 
house,  in  the  county  of  Washington,  Mississippi 
Territory,  by  descending  the  Tombi^bee  or  Mo- 
bile river,  and  from  thence  to  the  city  of  Phila- 
delphia, in  the  Atlantic  part  of  the  United  Slates, 
,<TiaNeTOrleaiii.)    The  said  cargo  of  peltriat 
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m«d  fun.  being 

mouth  of  (he  ai.._ _ 

efflcera  of  Hui  Moat  C&tholie  MBJeetrtbe  Siag  of 
Spain  did  at  ihai  post  deinuid  a  duty  of  tvelre 
ftt  ce«tuin  npoQ  their  estimated  ralUe  of  said 
oaqo,  to  be  jaii  f or  tbe  aw  of  Hii  Majeaty,  and 
it  was  ihea  made  knowo  and  properly  eertlied  to 
the  said  officen,  that  the  taid  palmea  mad  tan 
were  the  .property  of  the  United  Stales,  and  was 
then  on  its  passage  from  one  part  AeKM,  to  uo- 
ther.  Notwilhsiandiag  which,  the  said  officers 
did  on  the  thitteenth  daj;  of  April,  A'.  D.  one 
thotiiBiid  eight  hundred  agd  four,  detain  and  slop 
the  said  cargo  at  the  said  post  of  Mobile,  and  did 
then  and  there  refoae  to  permit  it  to  proceed  on 
its  passage,  antil  the  said  duty  of  twelve  per  oeat- 
nm,  amounting  to  on^  hundred  and  eighty-two 
dollars  and  sixty-eight  cents,  was  paid. 

Now,  the  undersigned  agent  of  the  United 
States,  Itaving  paid  the  aforesaid  sum  of  one  hun- 
dred and  eighty -two  dollars  siiiy-^ght  cents;  not 
admitting  tbe  right  of  His  Most  Catholic  Majes- 
ty's officers  to  exact  or  impose  the  afofesaid  duly 
in  maDoer  and  form  aforesaid,  canoot„suffer  a 
proceeding  so  unaccommodatiag^  and  apparently 
vnjiist,  to  pass  with  tacit  acquiescence,  and  in 
compliance  with  his  obligations  he  ebters  this  his 
MnoBstraBca  and  aolenin  aroteit. 

Because,  theexaetion  of  a  dniy  «pon  the  prop- 
erty of  a  Qovatnmeot  patsing  Upon  bavigaUe 
water\  (which  arc  the  commoa  hii^hwaya  cut  ■■• 
lure,)  trom  one  part  of  Its  territories  to  utsifaer, 
atlboDffh  thii  pBMOge  might  intataeci  the  limiu 
of  a  lUfferent  GoTaromeat,  ii  in  violattoni  of  a 
right  which  dttght  not  to  be  questioned  by 
tiosi  Criendlr  to  each  other. 

Because,  His  Most  Catholic  Majesty  has  BMOi- 
feited  a  diapoaitioB  ftieiMlly.  liberal,  asd  jast,  l»- 
ward  the  Cforerametit  of  the  United  Btatea,  and 
the  Cbtff  Magiatnttea  of  <awh  ixRioQ  tMT«  nwni- 
ally  dultivated  peaoe,  harai9By,aBd  gi>od  will,  b«> 
tween  their  respeotiva  eitixent  and  snbj«cti,  it  ii 
therefore  aonpoaed  that  tbia  proceeding  is  without 
His  Maiaaty's  wders  or  his  knowledge,  and  that  it 
has  proubly  emanated  from  the  aatne  aouree  from 
which  the  nnmthoriMd  tct  of  abutting  the  pori 
of  New  Otleana  agsiBst  (he  Uiited  Staice'  rightof 
daposil,  in  the  year  one  tbcuaaMl  agbt  hundred 
and  iwo,Dtoceeded.  That  the  procwding*  aftxe- 
said  may  be  duly  swde  known  to  Hia  iioM  Cath- 
olic Majesty  the  King  of  Spain,  and  to  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  Stales  of  America.^andtfaerebj 
beemae  the  subject  of  proper  inrestiMlIon,  this 
remaMttMiee  and  BrotesF  ii  made  and  delirered 
to  CotoBel  MaximiUan  Maisant,  eommaadaat  po- 
li^eal  aid  nililaiy  at  Mobile. 


AgaU  to  tMe  CAmAiw  (rad^  AevK. 


CbocTaw  TBADuto-aonai, 

nonuciHTooPi,  Dec  1%  1804. 
Sir:  Enclosed  herewith  is  a  copy  of  ■  letter 
from  Michael  Aelara,  cdlector  of  toe  cuiioma  ■■ 


the  port  of  Mobile,  to  me,  and  my  reply  t1 
bis  letter  and  the  ressels  with  the  goods  I  met  at 
Fort  Stodden,  on  my  way  to  Mobile.  I  hare 
eai«efttly  to  solleil  jon  will  direct  ipe  how  to  pro- 
oeed  la  the  particular  business  to  which  these  let- 
tna  relate,  also,  to  give  instructions  for  my  ^r- 
ernment,  generally,  in  my  intemnine  with  (he 
Spaniih  officers  at  Mobile,  for  yitur  instmctioas 
would  reliere  ms  from  much  aitxiety,  occasioned 
by  my  feats,  that,  by  acting  from  my  oWd  Ascra- 
I  may  comnit  errors,  or  do  Ihingi.dutt  might 
aeet  your  approbatioa  )  increased  hindracees 
and  ohstaclea  are  given  by  the  Spanish  o£Scertat 
Mobile  to  this  house ;  although  justice  demands 
that  I  shall  state  that  Michael  Aelara,  collector, 
has  been  very  civil  and  respectful  in  the  execution 
of  what  beatntas  to  be  the  dntiea  of  bis  olfice,  and 
the  orders  of  his  superior  offioen. , 

There  will  be  a  oonaiderable  quantity  of  peltry 
and  fur  to  teniii  the  ensuing  Spring  from  this 
houit ;  if  a  duly  is  (o  be  allowed  to  the  Spaeiard* 
u^o  it«  pasaage  by  Mobile,  I  naost  be  fan>iab«4 
with  (ha  means  to  «te<t  it.  I,  however,  flatter 
myself  that  we  will  in  a  very  short  time  have  tha 
''  eaandufifetterednavigationof  (beMobilerivei. 

I  have  tbe  honor  to  be,  sir,  with  pofect  respeet 
■and  attachment,  your  most  obedient  hnmble  aep* 
Tint,  JOSEPH  CHAMBKO^. 

Oea.  DiAVVORii,  Seertlaty  tf  War. 


UoBii.B,A!b«iSO,imi. 

Sir;  From  wImi  Mr.  Smith  gave  me  toimdei* 
stand,  I  hare  erpeeted,  aioee  SiMdar  tast,  to  have 
seen  yon  bei'e ;  iba  weather  now  is  AvoraUe,  and 
I  do  not  wish  to  detain'the  nssel.  itr.  fmltk. 
haabonndhimarifto  ne  to  pay  t)M  dntie*  on  hta 
goods  at  the  end  of  the  yoar  if  Qoveraor  Poleh 
doea  a«i  free  th«B  i  In  foil  assuraMe  Uiat  I  hare 
to  do  with  a  man  of  honot^  and  that  yov  will  ae- 
quiesoe  to  Ae-  atove  toaditions ;  and  if  not  ton- 
venient  for  yon  to  coma  down  ytnrself,  yea  can 
make  out  an  obligadoa,  (in  the  manner  Mr. 
Smith  has  done,)  lot  what  goods  belong  to  ytra, 
and  send  it  to  me  as  soon  as  possible,  for  as  a  pub- 
lic offleet  I  must  always  have  documents  to  show. 

I  am,  with  consideration  and  esteem,  yonr  moat 


obediaM 


M.  AELATA. 


i)eoumwtf,r«fc<ia«to*fa*i«<ri«di«w»/wwaiwanrai 

M  tU  mihiit. 
<kfj  of  a  httar  fl«n  JiM«ph  Oumben  to  Midiael 

Aelavs,  Collector  of  the  Cuatmni,  at  Mobile,  dated 
FoHT  Stoddkut^  Nov.  27, 1804. 

Sir  :  f  had  the  honor  to  receive  vour  tetter  of 
the  30th  currant,  yesterday.  It  should  have  been 
known,  that  1  did  at  Mobile,  in  April  Iast,proiMt 
against  (be  right  to  exact  i[u(ies  from  (he  iJnj'ied 
States,  for  its  property  passing  by  water,  from  OBS 
of  its  ports'to  another,  although,  in  such  ptssagC) 
it  migbl  intersect  the  territory  of  another  Qov- 
etninent ;  therefore,  there  wu  no  ground  of  assu- 


ranee  or  erea  piDbKble  espmlatiOD,  that  I  \t 
coDseat  to,  OT  acquiesce  to  the  decision af  Oorvt- 
l»br  Pofch,  oirfv  on  this  quest  iob.  Fnttbef,  it  will 
be  recollecied  by  the  esmmaa dint  Capt.  Osomo, 
Ooloiiel  MKxeat,  aad-Mr.  Simpson,  that  I  did  at 
that  time  refuse  to  sign  a  bond  for  daties,  (Intltie 
neoavitf  of  tbe  bmc  oaly  iadueed  me  ta  pay  the 
duties  then  demaadad,)  eoosequentlf,  a  bond 
could,  or  oBght  not  to  be-eEpected  from  me  in  thiE 
instance,  to  aalhorize  the  pataageof  public  goodsj 
foi  the  IndtBB  tradin^-houe^  and  the  lodtut  pres- 
ent*, and  toore  especiaU?  whea  we  take  into  view 
the  fifth  article  of  the  Tresty  of  Ska  Loreazo  de 
Real  of  the  27th  October,  1795,  between  the  Uai- 
ted  States  and  the  King  of  Spain,  and  whifh  the 
stoppage  of  ibese  goods,  might,  perhaps,  hare 
tended  to  counteract.  Here  I  quoted  the  article. 
Vide  treaty,  article  9.  ^ 

The  United  States' have  su&tred  Spanish  sub- 
jects, for  their  own  private  account  and  interest, 
to  furnish  the  Indiaai  Within  their  limit*  with 
■lelthlHidtse  Without  t^  or  hindraDiw. 

The  Spanish  QoTerament,by  itsoticen  aiMa^ 
bile,  hate  levied  and  demaaded  (^msire  tales 
on  the  property  of  iha  United  States,  which  pro- 
perty or  merv^ndlae  ilral  expreail;  intKndaabj' 
the  American  GoTemmeat  for  the  humane  aitd 
bcUMrohnt  {JiAphses  of  t:a!livaiiilg  pMce,  friand- 
ahip,  and  good  will,  between  the  lodiaos  witUn 
their  lioute  and  the  white  people^  and  also  to 

Smmote  the  civilization  and  happioeu  of  these 
adiaos. 
Under  the  foregoing  circumstances,  no  bond 
ecnildi  or  Irlll  be.  given  by  me,  without  expreafe 
ord'eti  from  the  GovernitaenI  under  which  1  Iiave 
the  hqnor  to  act.  No  great  public  accommoda- 
tion f  for  it  is  the  Oovemment  only  that  is  inler- 
txixi)  ^  received  by  the  permissioh  for  these 
goods  *lo  pass;  after  some  of  them  had  been  de- 
tained one  month,  or  thereabouts,  without  aby  no- 
tice being  given  for  what  cause,  and,  knowing.as 
I  pretame  was  kho^vn  and  well  understood,  that 
thejr  were  the  properly  of  the. United  States,  and 
ctnsequently,  they  must  have  been  permitltd  to 
pass  as  their  property  only,  without  any  relation 
10  my  indiviaUaf  honor  or  ioteresL  sod  upon  the 
Governmnital  responsibility.  I  feel  confident  tlliat 
the  American  Ooremmeni  wilt  cause  jgstfce  to 
be  done  toward  you  as  an  officer,  for  the  fViendly 
Acc«mmodatioa  intended  them  by  the  forward 
meatof  th^ir  resids..  I  shall  seada  copy  of  your 
letrii,  and  of  this,  to  the  proper  officers  of  Gov- 
ernment, also  inform  them  of  the  respectful  man- 
fler  in  which  you  have  exercised  the  duties  of  your 
office  in  your  concerns  with  me.    1  am,  &*• 

JOSEPH  CHAMBERS. 

Qovemoi  Claiborne  to  the  Sscretary  of  Stale. 
Naw  Orle&mbj  At^.  7, 1SQ&. 
Sib  :  In  my  commuQicaiioo  of  (he  29th  ultimo. 
Was  enclosed  a  letter  to  me,  from  the  Marquis  of 
Casa  Calvo,  (soliciting  that  Spanish  officers  now 
ia  this  territory  niay  be  exempted  from  the  pay- 
ment of  the  municipal  lax,)  together  witha  copy 
of  my  aiuwet  thneio. 


1  now  have  the  hont»  to  Irantmil  you  a  sectrdd 
letter  from  the  Marquis  on  the  same  subject,  to- 
gether wi  A  a  list  of  The  officers  alluded  to,  and  if 
n  be  not  improper,  I  shoald  be  glad  to  bear  youi 


generallywho  poaiese  properly  withiirtbisterritorf 
are  liaUe  to  tax*tion ;  nor  can  ^emption  be  made 
in  favor  of  the  Marquis  and  tfae  members  ef  hto 
family,  until  he  shall  have  been  reeagnised  by  the 
Present  as  an  agent  of  Stmin."  You,  nodotAt, 
will  bcsurJFaised  to  find  so  many  foreign  officers 
in  this  city ;  the  fact  is,  sir,  they  are  wedded  M 
Louisiana,  and  oeeeaeity  alone  will  induee  Aem 
to  depart.    1  have  repeatedly,  by  leitet  and  Verbid^ 


It,  informed  the  Hwf  aie,  that  thevomiiuMBee'in 
this  teprilory  "of  no  many  Bpaniah  offieeraj  so 
long  beyoad  the  right  occasion  for  it^"  was  not 
seen  With  appnbatitm,  and  urged  their  deMrima* 
The  MarquM  has  as  often  assittad  me  of  hu  di9po>' 
.;.:„„  >«  .».»p|y  wi[|i  niy  wishes,  but  you  wi^ 


I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  with  grnt'  reipeift, 
your  humble  servant, 

WU,  C.  C.  CLAIBORNE. 
Jaiin.  UatiWiT,  Stcretmrf  ofStata,  ■ 

To  Dm  Svnravof  the  Tevitaiy  of  Nww  OrleMM. 
Nbw  Oaiixuia,  Ai^  3,  ISOSk 

lency  has  been  p 


Sm :  In  coMeqneoee  of  the  letuc  yow  Bxeel- 
lency  has  been  pleased  to  write  to  m^  relating  to 
the  ODubt  which  I  manibslad  eoacentEa^thfe  per- 
soas  employed  in  the  eommiation  of  Uniis,  aad 
other  subjects  of  His  Catholic  Majesty,  who  are 
yet  in,  but  about  to  depart  irom  this  previoca.  I 
eaelose  tay^nrKxeelleacyihelistofperaMi^o 
now  compose  the  said  commission,  togethef  with 
that  of  the  iodividDals  who  are  abatii  to'  lepart 
from  this  country,  as  soon  as  tbeit  fausiaesa  tMr** 
in  Wi«ll  be  tcraiiBaled,and  abn,  thatof  theieiii«d 
individuals,  and  of  the  widows  on  penaioBaj  who 
may  remain  in  this  pceviaee.  Hay  your  Excel- 
leiwy  live  many  yean. 

DE  CASA  CALVO. 

Ido  eetttfy  the  abore  traasladoa. 

HOREAU  LISLBY,  tnUrprtter. 

A  tkt  of  the  itidividuab  eompoeiiiB  tbe  ezp^diUoD  of 


Priotipal  Commi«doaet — The  Brigadier  Gea- 
eral'Marquis  de  Caia  Calvo. 

Atsociate  Coram  iasioner-^Lieatenant  Colonel 
Don  Joseph  Marliaea  de  Crou,  brigade  tn^or  in 
■■^e  corps  of  enaioeers. 

Secretary— The  Commissary  at  "War  ad  hono- 

*,  Don  Andrew  Lopez  Anneslo. 

Clerk— The  first  sergeant  of  the  regimeat.of 
the  Havaoa,  Antonio  Martinez. 

Captain— Don  Nit^olas  Flniel. 

Captain  in  the  artny- Don  Btepben  Minor. 

Cbpiai*  in  th«  duliUa^DoB  VhouM  Power. 


U8S 


IMationt  mth  Spam. 


.  'Cbapiain— DoD  SebaatMB  Qlli. 

Surgeon — Don  Joachim  Ablandeda 

GoramaDder  of  the  eacorting  troop»—Don  Be- 
Uffoo  Oareior  Ctlderoo,  adjuuut  in  ihe  regiment 
ofTjouiaiuia. 

SfTgcBBt  of  the  sanle — John  B.  Dda  la  Cms, 
with  a  coTponl  nod  lea  greaadien. 

Adjutant— Doa  Igitaiiui  Fenumdez,  k4jtttaat 
of  the  regimeat  ofLouieiana. 

Officer  of  tbe  rev^ue-^Don  JoltD  Tala. 

Clerk  of  the  aame— Don  Felix  Tala,  his  tob. 

fiwgeon  of  the  Hospital— Don  FerAaado  Mo- 
reno. 

Comin&nder  of  the  gslliot  and  smaller  boati— 
Don  Anihonr  Molina. 

Carpenter — Manuel  QuiUemain. 
.  NoTi. — Thatv  for  the  putpow  of  parchating 
of  timber  for  the  QRTT,  lae  iburtii  officer  of  the 
naTat  ad minitt ration.  Don  Anthoor  de  J.  Carra, 
and  hia  elerk  Don  John  B.  Eienenaez,  we  in  this 
place. 

A.  LOPEZ  ARMK8T0,  Sscntary. 
MOREAU  LISLEY,  Interpreter. 
Nsw  OAiJtAt,a,Jttl]/  30, 1805. 


AdMINISTR AXIOM  OP  THE  Kiim'b  BBTViniB. 

l.'Oon  John  Ventura  Morales,  paym&stet  gen- 
eral of  the  army,  .late  Intendant  pro  tempore  ia 
tbU  proviice.    ,  -        . 

2.  Don  Gilbert  LoEward,  tr#uiirer  of  the  anaj, 
kt«  parmaster  general  pro  tempore  in  tLe  said 
proTiace. 

3.  Don  Manuel  Amiirex,trea«Qr«-pT<otemfMr«. 
4:  Don  Cayetano  Valdez,  secretary  «f  the  In- 

uadency. 

fi.  Don  Francis  Anfya,  deadned  by  ■  royal 
wder  for  Porto  Riao. 

6.  Don  Jaaqih  Ruida,  who  ia  lo  go  to  Cam- 
pMohy. 

Custom*  BODsa. 

1.  Don  Joseph  Anthonrde  Hoa,  administrate. 

2.  D<»t  ADthoaj  Morale*,  treasurer. 

3.  Don  Maonel  Toledano,  officer  of  the  guard 
of  the  ciutom-honse. 

ROTAL   HOBPITAL. 

1.  Don  Joseph  Trugiaa,  surgeoiL  who  has  order 
of  the  King  to  retire  iqto  Pensacou. 
Bdrtitos  GaNBBAL. 
1.  Don  Charles  Trodeau. 

LOPEZ  ARMESTO,  Seerttaty. 
I  do  certify  the  abore  tnnslaiion. 

MOREAU  LISLBr.Merprator-. 
NiWObliahs,  My  30, 1805. 


Officbrb  vbo  bilohoed  to  the  i^ts  statp  op 

Tata  piAca. 

Ton  U^jot— Lieutanant  Colooal  Don  QU- 


beno  QuUJemard,  who  ie  oa  the  point  of  going  to 
Pensaeola. 

Adjutant— Lieutenant  Colonel  Don  Paul  la 
Blanc,  who  is  to  go  to  the  jame  place. 

Adjutant — Capiain  Henry  Menuiagar,  who  u 
ordered  to  go  to  the  said  place. 

Oppiciaa  OP  THB  axaiMBi^T  op  Lodibiama. 

Lieutenant  Colonel  Don.  Zenon  Tradeao, 
Iiieutenaol  Colonel  Don  Ignatias  Delino, 
Lieutenant  Colooet  Don  Joseph  Ie  Btanc, 
Lieutenant  Colonel  Don  John  Lassize, 
Lieotenant  Colonel  Don  Felix  Tradean. 
Note.— They  ought  to  have  joined  ther  corp^ 

and,  for  not  haTing  yet  done  it,  are  erposed  to 

lose  their  commissions. 

Militia. 
Captain — DonLewi&deClonet,  latecoioiQaiuI* 

er  of  the  same. 

Armt. 
Lieutenant  Colonel — Don  Peter  Roucsean,  wJio 

hal  solicited  his  retreat. 
Captain — Don  Henry  Peyroui. 

Posts. 
Don  Peter  Maria,  laic  adtntauttator  of  the 

ANDREW  LOPEZ  ARUBSTO. 

I  do  certify  the  abore  translalion. 

MOREAU  LISLET,  /nterprefar. 
New  Ohlbans,  Jtdi/  30, 1805. 

A  list  of  the  retired  officers,  and  of  othw  persoas  em- 
ployed in  tbe  Mivics  of  His  OathoUc  Hijeity,  wba 
remain  is  this  Province  In  order  to  MtUe  their  bon- 
neea,  or  on  aeooDSt  of  thrir  old  age  or  infimutiee- 

1.  Don  Nicbolaa  d'Aonoy,  colonel  of  the  royal 
corps  of  artillery.  * 

2.  Don  Manuel  Perez,  lieutenant  colonel. 

3.  Don  Peter  Farrof,  lieutenant  eolooel,  atid 
captain  of  grenadiers,  with  a  royal  pemuauon  for 
two  years. 

4.  DoD  Manuel  Panzoi,  captain. 
S!  Don  Francis  Rivas,  captain. 

6.  Don  Joseph  Barmoode,  captain. 

7.  Don  William  Dnpare,  captain. 

,  6.  DoDLewisTudIce,lieiitenapt,  with  the  grade 
ofcaptiiD. 

9.  Don  Stephen  Lamonui.dier,  lieutenant,  with 
the  erade  of  capiain. 

10.  Doh  Charles  Monnt,  ac|)alanl  general  of 
militia. 

11.  Don  Charlei  de  Villiers,  first  lieute^ast  of 
"ililia,  with  a  royal  permission  for  three  years. 

12.  Don  John  Vives,  Srst  lieutenant  of  tnilitia, 

id  lieutenant  of 


with  a  royal  permission  for  three 

13.   Don  Pet 
militia. 


r  FaiUoa, 


14.  Don  Joaeph  Pietnas,  teeoud  lienienanl  of 
militia. 

15.  Don  Manael  3oiUeao,  second  lieutenat  of 
militia. 

16.  Don  James  Ferpandez,Gecond  lieutenant  of 
militia. 

17.  Don  Silrestre,  second  Uenteaant  of  militiB 
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18.  Don  Heorr  DaTcancel,  officer  of  admiUia- 
tration. 

Note. — Bf  a  particQlflr  favor  of  Hi(  Majesty, 
the  widows  of  the  persons  emplof  ed,  who  are  en- 
joviDg  of  peosioDs,  thoagb  they  are  unable  to  go 
torensncola,  aie  the  following; 

1.  Donna  Marquisiie  Waths,  widow  of  the 
Brigadier  Don  Manuel  Gayouo  de  Lemoa,  late 
Qovernor  of  thi«  province.         ' 

2.  Mrs.  Villemont. 

3.  Mrs.  Bouligny. 

4.  Mrs.  PanU. 

5.  The  Batooen  de  Bnraner. 

6.  Mn.  Trevino. 

7.  Mrs.  CaUML 

8.  Donna  Franf  oil  Tnidean. 
ft  Mrs.  Zespedea. 

Note. — There  waa  a  small  number  of  retired 
■ergeaots  and  privates  who.  are  to  go  to  Batra 
Rouge  or  Pensacola. 

A.  L.  ARMBSTO. 
I  do  certify  the  sbove  translaiioii. 

M.  LISLKY,  hdapnier. 
New  Orleans,  J'uly  30,  1805. 

120  Mrms  paoH  New  Orleans, 

Augwt  26, 1805. 

9ir:  The  report  of  (he  retrocession  to  Spain, 
of  the  country  west  of  the  Miwiasippi,  bad  also 
prevailed  in  New  Orleans. 

The  evening  prior  lo  my  departure,  being  on  a 
riric  to  (he  Marqais  of  Casa  Calvo,  I  asked  Dim  if 
he  knew  upon  what  authority  that  report  was 
circulated;  he  answered  in  the  negative,  and 
added,  that  he  had  understood  the  negotiation 
was  suspended,  and  that  Mr.  Monroe  had  left 
Madrid ;  he  further  said,  that  the  Minister  of 
State  (Cevalloi)  had  informed  him,  the  Marquis, 
that  the  desire  of  the  Court  of  Spain  wat  to  make 
"the  Mississippi  rirer  the  boundary,  stid  in  time 
it  was  expected  that  that  object  would  be  altain- 
«d."  The  Marquis  delivers  hims^  in  the  FTench 
language.  Prom  my  imperfect  knowledge  of 
Frenoh  it  is  probable  I  may  have  misunderstood 
•omeofhisexpresaions.batlamsnrel  hare  given 
yon  the  substance  of  what  he  said.  The  prospect 
of  a  retrocession  of  the  west  bank  of  the  Missis- 
aippi,  BOW  is,  and  has  always  been,  the  theme  of 
the  Spanish  officers  who  remain  in  this  territory, 
and  many  citizens  seem  to  view  it  as  an  event 
likely  to  happen— an  impreesion  which  I  greatly 
regret,  since  it  tends  to  feisen  their  conAdence  in 
.  the  American  Gtovernment,  and  to  cherish  a  Smd- 


adjastment  of  limits  with  the  Spanish  Oovern- 
ment,  I  most  desire  to  see  every  Spanish  officer 
removed  from  the  ceded  territory.  There  cer- 
tainly mast  be  a  power  somewhere  vested,  to 
cause  lo  be  eiecuiea  the  clause  in  the  treaty  which 
directs  "the  Spanish  forces  to  be  withdrawn,  with- 
iu  three  months,  from  the  ceded  tarriiory,"  and  I 
should  indeed  be  pleased  tb  have  it  hinted  to  me, 
(hat,  in  my  character  as  Commissioner  or  Qov- 
erour,  I  could,  on  this  occasion,  take,  if  necessary, 
compulsory  meiKures. 
9th  Coa.~S9 


I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully, 
your  humble  servant, 

WM.  C;  C.  CLAIBORNE. 
Hod.  Jakes  Madison, 

Secretary  qf  State. 

Extract  of  a  letter  from  Governor  Claiborne  to  the 
Secretary  of  State,  dated 
New  Orleaks,  October  24, 1805, 

Sir:  I  am  sorry  to  inform  you  of  the  embar- 
ra^ments  to  which  the  citizens  of  the  United 
States  are  sabjected  who  navigate  the  Mobile 
river.    All  American  vessels  passing  by  the  town 

of  Mobile  are  brought  to,  and  a  duty  of pec 

cent,  exacted  both  on  imports  and  exports.  Theae 
duties  are  even  required  on  articles  passing  to  and 
from  the  ganiaous  and  factories  of  the  United 
States.  I  have  addfessed,  on  this  occasion,  a  let- 
ter to  Mr.  Morales,  by  whom,  it  is  said,  this  pro- 
ceeding was  authorized ;  but  in  his  answer,  which 
was  this  morning  received,  he  professes  to  be  un- 
acquainted with  the  particulars,  and  declines  any 
interference  until  he  should  advise  upon  the  sub- 
ject with  the  Governor  of  West  Florida. 

1  have  certain  information  of  the  arrival  at 
Pensacola  of  four  hundred  troops  from  Havana, 
and  that  a  much  larger  number  is  daily  expected. 
I  also  learn  from  a  source  entitled  to  credit,  that 
three  hundred  men  are  ordered  from  Pensacola  to 
Baton  Rooge,  and  that  eight  hundred  Spanish 
troops  have  lauly  been  posted  on  the  frontier  of 
the  Province  of  Texas,  it  is  a  fact  known  to  me, 
that  a  Spanish  agent  has  contracted  with  a  mer- 
chant of^this  city,  for  the  delivery  at  the  town  of 
Mobile,  of  four  thousand  barrels  of  floor ;  aud  that 
this  same  agent  not  bting  able  to  eflect  a  contract 
for  the  delivery  of  four  thousaod  pair  of  shoes  at 
Hobile^hasporchased  a  qnantity  of  leather.  The 
Marquis  of  Casa  Calvo  being  absent  from  this 
city,  it  is  mv  intention  to  rei;|nire  of  Qovemoi 
Folcb  an  explanation  of  the  object  of  these  miU> 
tary  movements.  I  Aaller  myself  that  hoslilitiea 
between  the  United  States  and  Spain  may  be 
avoided,  and  that  an  honorable  adjustmeot  of  our 
differences  may  ensue.  Batlaminoliued  tothink 
that  the  Spanish  agent*  calcuhile  on  a  speedy  rup- 
ture, and  are  making  all  the  preparations  wbiek 
their  means  permit,  to  commence  the  war  in  this 
quarter  to  advantage.  New  Orleaoa  would,  un- 
questionably, be  the  first  object  of  attaak;  and 
with  a  view  to  its  security,  I  should  be  pleased  to 
see  Fort  St.  John  repaired,  and  pot  in  a  state  of 
defence ;  that  f<wt  commanda  the  mouth  of  the 
Bayon  St.  John,  aitd,  if  strengthened,  would  pre- 
sent a  great  impediment  to  the  passage  of  troom 
from  Pensacola  and  Mobile  by.  the  way  of  the 
lakes  to  this  city ;  the  works  are  in  ruins,  but 
might  readily  be  repaired  and  made  defensible 
without  any  considerable  ezpeoditure. 

Extract  of  ■  letter  from  Harry  TooIhud,  Esq.,  Judge 
in  ths  HisdsdpM  Territory,  to  the  Secretary  of  State, 
'   dated 

Jdly  8,  1805. 
"Tou  are  Informed,  no  doubt,  that  all  the  ves- 
sels to  aud  ft'om  this  country,  even  though  bonad 
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to  Fort  Stoddert,  and  clearing  out  from  Fort  Stod- 
dert  are  obliged  to  come  lo  «t  Mobile,  and  to  pay 
twdre  per  ccalam  ad  Tklorem  on  their  cargoeE, 
accordiag  lo  the  esltmate  of  the  Spanish  officers. 

"  Such  an  exaction  w  ibis,  ;ou  iiu]r  well  con- 
ceive, must  Jm  ruinous  to  this  couo^f ,  and  is, 
moteoTer,  the  touree  of  perpetual  hesil-bginiQRa 
Bod  coDlentiou  between  our  eitizeaa  and  the  sub- 
jects of  His  Catholic  Majesty. 

"There  are  two  vessels,  which  have  lately  un- 
dertaken, as  I  am  told,  (o  paw  withoat  ealllDgat 
Mobile,  from  this  country,  laden  with  ctjltoo.  I 
cannot  but  anticipate  unpleasant  consequences, 
bnt  will  info^  yon  of  the  result  when  acquaint- 
ed with  it." 

&tnet  &«B  the  Nine  to  the  Mine. 

AnanBT  8, 1806. 
"  I  menlloaed  lo  you  in  a  letter  some  time  since, 
that  I  understood  that  a  vessel  then  lying  in  the 
liver  was  about  to  pass  the  Mobile  without  call' 
fng.  Captain  Schuyler,  who  is  just  now  from 
Orleans,  tells  me  that  she  passed  Mobile  in  tbc 
night;  that  the  Spaniards  were  exceedingly  irri- 
tated, and  threatened  to  imprison  the  owner  of 
the  cargo  on  his  return  from  Orleans,  and  to  con- 
£scate  the  vessel,  if  sbe  ever  appeared  there  again 
They  also  talked  of  building  a  gunboat  for  the  pur- 
pose of  compelling  vessels  to  stop." 

Bxtract  from  Ih*  same  to  die  same. 

OCTOBEH  11,  1805. 
"DMiesautestillrigoraualj^inaiitad  upon  at  Mo- 
le, carfoea  ankdell  and  iBrcnioriea  taken  of 


them,  in  oHm  to  Mcattain  the  dntiei  to  be  |»id. 
The  Mhooaei  0am,  wfaieh-want  down  the  river 
wilbtmt  ctUiag,  it  atiU  detained,  itnd  will  proba- 
Hj  be  eaofiseaiM,  if  not  bcr  uifa.  I  could  not 
«vm>  gtt  a  few  aitiolw  belonging  in  the  Unitd 
BttUe  froaa  on  bewd  of  her,  vnieh  I  bed  been  le- 
floeeied  lo  apply  for  when  tiiere,in  bdnlf  of  Mr. 
Dmanner  end  Mr.  Chemben.  If  they  eoBtinne 
tbeii  aneiion*,  this  eotutry  most  inevicablT  be 
niiDcd.  Imeeh  diet  the  setueia«QM  will  be  uea- 
4oBed.  Many  ere  bow  preparing  to  ga;  ioib^ 
■robably  ibr  othei  mwobs,  but  the  greater  part,  I 
seliere,  oa  this  acoonat.  And  most  wbo  go,  will 
beeoBManbieBt*  oi  the  Spenish  Govenuaent." 


MiBSisBippi  Tehmtobv, 
Tbtm  of  WaAitigton,  Sept.  14,  1806. 
8ib;  Theenclosed  affidavits,  marked  No.  1  to  11 
inclusive,  will  iBform  you  of  some  outrages  com- 
mitted within  this  Territory  by  two  Spanish  par- 
ties. The  letters  marked  No.  1  to  5,  and  an  order 
to  Colonel  Ellis,  will  inform  you  of  the  steps  which 
I  have  thought  it  advisable  to  take.  The  mes- 
senger with  mv  letter  to  Governor  Qrand  Pri  ban 
not  returned,  although  he  was  requested,  and  un- 
deitodi  to  be  back  by  ihia  moniiiig.    I  have  not 


received  any  answer  to  my  deapaloh  to  you  on 
this  subject  of  the  14th  Jut 


if  the  citizens,  and  in  support  of  the  honor 
and  indepeudence  of  my,  GoverDraeni;  and  I 
hope  the  measures  taken  and  advised  by  me,  will 
not  be  found  adverse  to  tbe  views  of  the  Execa- 
live  or  to  the  interest  of  the  United  Statea. 
J  am,  with  respect,  yours, 

'  ROBERT  WILLIAMS- 
Hon.  JuiEB  Maoibon,  Sec  Stale, 

Arnojivrr,  No.  1. 
MMftnppi  Terriiorg,  Wilkifum  Oowtfy  .• 

Persons lly  appeared  before  me,  one  of  thejni- 
ticea  of  ibe  j)eace  for  said  county,  Arthur  C%bl^ 
inn.,  and  being  dulv  sworn,  accordiog  to  law,  on 
his  oath  deposeth  that,  on  the  aight  of  the  3d  of 
September,  1805,  beioe  at  the  hoate  of  Samncl 
Kemper,  or  otherwise  ine  tavern  of  the  Kemper^ 
between  the  hoursof  eleven  and  twelve,  be  waken- 
ed from  his  sleep  hj  the  cry  of  mnrder  end  rob- 
bers. On  leaving  his  bed,  he  saw  a  man  in  aetnal 
contest  with  Samuel  Kemper ;  ort  proceeding  (br- 
iber, he  saw  another  man,  and  afterwards  one 
more,  and  all  beiog  armed  with  instrumeDta  of 
death,  such  as  guns  and  pistols,  be  thonghiproiwt 
to  retreat  lo  caH  assistinee  ;  thai  alWrwards  a  pis- 
tol was  found,  which  must  have  belaoged  to  one 
of  those  men,  and  from  every  appeatance,  be  be- 
lieved it  to  beloog  to  Ira  Cook'Kneeland. 

ARTHUR  COBa  Jr. 

SnbBcribed  and  sworn  to  before  me,  thisSid  day 
September,  JOSHUA  BAKER,  J.  P. 

AiTiDiViT,  No.  8. 
Likewiao,  ea  sheet  N«  1,  appeared  Willim 
Wfdterj,  aad  depoeecii,  tiMl,  at  the  sbbb  time. 
b^iag  awakeoed  from  hiitleep  '     * 
open  the  door— that  onfiaiDgn 
five  men,  in  the  aet  nf  beaiiu  wiib  a  suca,  amm- 
nel  Kampw,  of  the  town  of  FinokneyviUe— that 
be  saw  them  drag  him  by  the  baada,  haaid  the 
nten  give  orders  to  tie  hu  baud*  with  a  rape 
-^--'-"■"— -tIB 
•  Is 

WILUAM  WB8TBERT. 
Babaertbod  and  awora  bdbn  me,  ihia  3d  day  «f 
Septeiobw.  JOSHUA  BACE&,  /.  P. 

ApnnAviT,  No.  3. 
Likewise,  at  the  same  time  appeared  before  me, 
James  Lalla,  who  depoeeth  cm  oath,  tbat,  at  tbe 
same  hour,  being  just  awakened  by  some  man  i«- 
questing  10  see  Samuel  Kemper,  he  heard  tbem 
ask  for  whiskey,  and  being  asked  who  be  was, 
said,  a  friend  J  that  they  then,  being  io  the  hooie, 
broke  open  tbe  door  of  aid  Kempet'i  private 
lodging  room  ;  that  be.  Latia,  attempting  lo  riae, 
was  thrown  Daekon,tne  bed  by  two  men,  who 
said  I  hey  would  take  his  life  if  he  spokej  that 
there  appeared  lo  be  fire  men  in  number,  and  alt 
disguised  in  Uack  paint ;  that  after  tome  abort 
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<UBe  be  got  ftn  opportiuiilf  of  esctpipg,  wbeo  be 
venlfiMMsuUii(ie,>Dd  before  bis  rel urn  they  had 
borne  off  the  said  Samuel  Eeaiper,  sod  he  sair 
thflu  no  mote.  JAMES  LATTA. 

Subtcribed  ud  (Worn  before  ne,  ibis  3d  dar  of 
S«plaBbci.  JOSHUA  BAE£R,  J.  P. 

Aftidavit,  Ffo.  4. 
WtUdiiMn  CmMy,  MUnanppi  Tirrtiors  : 

PerBonallr  appeared  before  me,  one  of  the  jtut- 
icu  of  (be  peace  for  said  coauly,  John  Atkiasoo, 
Haory  OanuiMi't.  Richard  RiehardsoD,  and  John 
Wbitaker,  who,  oeins  dfilj  s^orn,  according  to 
law,  on  tbeii  oatbi  Jepoie,  that,  on  the  ntgbi  of 
the  3d  GkpUtnber,  1805,  being  at  the  house  of  Nbt 
tli^n  Kemper,  in  the  vicinity  of  Pinckaeyville, 
between  tiie  noun  of  eleven  and  twelve,  they 
beard  ^ome  person  bail  the  bouse,  and,  on  being 
aaked  two  or  three  limes  who  they  were,  they 
Kteadfastly  affirmed  it  was  Captain  Abramt.  Im- 
fnediately  afterwands  (h^  opened  the  door,  ^bich 
Kwnogoothe  iasideof  the  bouse  and  was  fastened 
by*  a  stri^  on  tbe  inside.  Immediately  on  this, 
Seabep  Kemper  appeared  to  be  only  at  that  mo- 
meni  awaked  from  bis  sleep,  asked  wbo  .1 


^d  hi 

ifig  hiiQ  yery  much  witha  club  or  clubs. 

Almost  at  the  same  time,  they  draggn''  Natbaji 
Kemper  from  the  bed  wherein  be  I^  with  bis 
vife.  and  tied  bim  also,  but  did  not  beat  bim  as 
mncK  as  ihey  did  Reuben.  Said  Nathan  Kem- 
P^t  reqaestiag  to  aee  bis  wife,  was  refused  in 
vecy  rougb  Iwiguagei  sue  likewise  was  refused 
in  ^erregneattf  seefpg  her  faadwfid.  On  Nathan 
Kemper's  askibg  wbat  tbey  had  done  to  deserve 
anch  treatment,  was  answered.  "  God  damn,  you 
bave  ruined  our  countrr  (^  woich  he,  Atkinson, 
beliav«e  to  to  the  AntttricaQ  tetritMies  of  Bi«iD. 
Tbat  tbe  Mid  Nathan  Kemper's  wife  reeeived 
contidefabie  injury  from  the  riolepce  of  these 
men,  who  all  appeared  prated  with  guns,  pistole, 
(ur  club*.  That  m  the  aei  of  cooGniDK  the  above 
two  men,  they  coeked  and  uncocked  taeir  ^^uns  a 
-;reat  manv  times,  and  ordered  every  ma?  in  tbe 
joiise  to  tell  his  name,  and  kept  a  strict  guard  at 
both  the  doors  of  tbe  house,  and  would  not  admit 
ai  any  one  of  the  family,  or  any  one  that  did  not 
belong  to  tbeir  .party,  passing  and  repassing,  as 
tbev  frequentlv  presented  ibeir  guns  cocked,  and 
niu  ibey  would  blow  tbe  first  one  through  who 
att^npced  to  oppose  them.  That  tbey  then  gave 
M  regular  military  wot<^>  forward  match,  and  at. 
tbe  second  word  of  comipaod  tbey  proceeded  on 
tbeir  way,  and  b9re  off  both  Reuben  and  Nathan 
Kemper. 

Tbe  next  morning  they  saw  n  considerable 


HENRY  QAMHeArT, 
RICHARD  RICHARDSON, 
JOHN  WHITAKER. 
Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me,  third  div  of 
Bfittmbfi.  JOSHUA  SAEER,  /.  P. 


Affidavit,  No.  5. 
TerrUon/  of  OrUant,  County  of  Point  Coitpde: 

SEPTEMBBaS,  1805. 

On  this  day  appeared  before  me,  Ebanezer 
Cooley,  a  justice  o/  tbe  peace  for  the  couaiy  of 
Pobt  Couple,  Nathan  ^mper,  who  beinj;  duly 
sworn,  declared  that,  on  tbe  njgbt  of  the  third  in- 
stant, as  be  believed,  between  the  hours  of  eleven 
and  twelve,  the  doors  of  his  bouse  were  forced 
open  by  a  party  of  armed,  meo,  amountingj  as 
well  as  be  oould  ascertain,  to  the  number  of  ewh- 
teen  or  twenty ;  (bat,  as  soon  as  (he  party  had 
entered,  they  cried  suireoder ;  seized  his  brother 
Reuben,  and  draped  hJm  out  at  tbe  door ;  after  a 
struggle,  jlaring  which  they  bad  beat  lum  with  a 
club,  and  so  choked  him  that  he  bad  barely  power 
to  say,  "I surrender  1"  During  (his  time,  a  Mtft 
of  the  same  parly  seized  the  depooent  by  din'er- 
ent  partsof  the  body  and  dragged  him  from  his 
b«l,  where  be  Uy  with  his  wiS«  aod  child,  out 
thnugb  the  doot ;  aflv  which,  ha  heard  some  of 
the  party  who  remained  in  tbe  boose  cry  out,  "  If 
tbe  bitch  utters  another  word,  put  ber  to  death  1" 
Wharcspon,  he  beard  a  blow  given  at  tbe  bed, 
and  though  be  fteifuenily  called  to  bis  wife,  to 
knqw  if  she  was  sdM  alive^  coold  ge(  no  Bnsw«r> 
After  the  deponent  and  his  brother  Reuben  had 
been  fas(  bound,  (bev  were  condue(ed  along  the 
road  leading  (o  HiDckoeyville,  as  far  as  the  plaa- 
tarion  of  Mr.  Abraham  Hortoii,  being  still  wttfain 
the  limits  of  the  Misaissippi  Territory ;  and  thewe 
down  the  maia  road  leading  towards  the  Use  of 
demarcation.  At  some  tmiiU  distanoe  above  the 
line  tbey  were,  conducted  a  short  way  inli»  the 
woods,  where  tbey  halted  a  considerable  time,  u«- 
lil  he  naard  a  detachment  of  tbe  same  party  com- 
ing along  the  main  road,  to  which,  (bey  were 
aoain  lea  back  from  tbe  wood,  aoa  discovered 
tbeir  brother,  Samuel  Kemper,  m  tbe  custody  of 
(he  said  detacbmeB(.  From  thence,  they  were 
conveyed  across  tbe  line  of  demarcation,  and  de- 
liveKd  to  Caiktain  SulonoD  Alston,  by  .whose 
party  they  were  put  on  board  a  pirougue,  at  Ta- 
qica  landing,  under  a  guard  of  six  armed  man, 
who  said  then  orders  ware  to  take  them  to  3ato|t 
Rouge,  and  (here  deliver  them  at  the  fort.  Provt 
Tunica,  tbey  departed  about  daybreak,  and  aa 
tbey  passed  along  by  (be  shore  of  Point  Coupi^ 
called  out  iha(  tbey  were  American  citizens,  and 
clandestiaely  taken  from  their  babiiatioiu  wifiiia 
tbe  Mississippi  Territory.  After  which,  tbajr 
Were  rescued  by  Lieutenant  Wilson,  commamf- 
ant  of  the  garrison  at  Point  Couple.  Tbe  de- 
pooeni  further  says,  that,  among  t^ose  who  sur- 
rounded his  house,  he  reeognised  the  following 
persons:  Minor  Bwiler,  and  bis  brother-in-law 
Ritchie.  Abraham  Horton,  and  several  of  said 
Horton's  negroes,  all  inhabitants  of  the  Missie- 
sippi  Territory.  NATHAN  KEMPKR. 

Sworn  before  me  this  Sih  day  of  December, 
.18D5.  EBENBZBR  cooley; /.F.    .. 

Apfidavit,  No.  6. 


On  tluida7iviw»edbdbTefflc,BbM«Ki  Cosier 
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Justice  oftbe  Peace  for  the  cotinEf  of  PoiDlCoa- 
pje,  Samuel  Kemper,  nrho,  beinji  duly  awom, de- 
clared, that  on  the  Dtght  of  the  3d  inatant,  about 
the  hour  of  twelve,  as  he  beliered,  being  at  hU 
bouse  in  the  town  of  Piockuef  ville;  in  Uie  Mis- 
sissippi Territorr,  be  heard  a  kDockiog  at  the  door, 
and  asked  who  was  there  f  An  answer  was  made, 
which  he  did  not  understand,  and  the  outer  door 
burst  open.  The  door  of  the  bedroom  was  then 
forced,  and  a  blow  made  at  the  bed  wiA  a  double- 
iMrTelled  gun'.  Deponent  was  then  seized,  and 
dragged  qut  of  the  bed  bf  a  number  of  men,  who 
drew  him  into  the  room  which  they  first  entered, 
and  from  thence,  after  a  struggle,  into  the  street. 
He  was  then  thrown  on  the  ground,  and  a  rope 
was  lied  round  his  neck,  by  which  he  waa  draped 
■bout  bat  hundred  and  finy  yards.  He  was  then 
Buffered  to  stand  upright,  and  attempted,  by  crying 
mit,  to  give  an  alarm,  upon  which  hereceired  a 
atrokeof  a  pistol  on  the  head,  by  which  lie  was 
stunned.  The  rope  beitig  removed  from  his  Deck 
to  his  arm,  he  was  compelled  to  run  for  the  space 
of  about  ^quarter  of  a  mile,  aflet  which  he  was 
(breed  to  get  up  behind  a  man  on  horseback ;  a 
negro,  who  ran-  on  foot,  still  holding  the  rope  by 
which  his  wrist  was  tied.  He  waiT  then  led  along 
the  main  road  across  the  lioe,  and  delivered  to  a 
party  of  men,  who  conducted  him  to  the  landing 
ofBayon-Tunica.  Then  be  was  puton  board  a 
pirogue,  with  his  two  brorheTs  Reuben  and  Na- 
than Kemper,  and  condiMted  down  the  river 
towards  Baton  Rouge.  When  opposite  Point 
CoupAe  they  gave  the  alarm,  and  were  received 
by  Lieutenant  Wilson,  commandant  of  the  garri- 
aoa  of  Point  Couple. 

SAMUEL  KBMPBR. 
Sworn  before  me,  this  5ih  of  September,  1905. 
EBENEZER  COOLEY,  /.  P. 

Affidavit,  No.  7. 
Territory  of  Orieatu,  Cbuniy  ofPoml  GmpAf 
September  5, 1805. 
On  this  day  appeared  before  me,  Ebenezer 
Cooley,  Justice  of  the  Peace  for  Ihe  county  of 
Point  Coupte,  Reuben  Kemper,  who,  beinr  duly 
■worn,  declares,  that,  on  the  nigni  of  the  third  in- 
atant, about  the  hour  oftwelve,  being  at  the  bouse 
of  Naiban  Kemper,  within  about  two  miles  of 
Pinckney  vine,  within  the  limits  of  the  Mississippi 
Territory,  the  house  was  surrounded,  and  the  doors 
thereof  forced  open,  by  a  parly  consisting  of  at 
least  nineteen  persons,  whereof  some  were  negroes, 
and  some  were  white  men  in  disguise.  That, 
among  the  latter,  he  recognised  and  personally 
knew  the  following  persons :  Louis  Ritchie,  Minor 
Butler,  Abraham  Horton,  James  Horton,  and  two 
others,  whose  names  he  did  not  recollect,  but  ex' 
pected  soon  to  be  able  to  ascertain,  all  of  whom 
■re  inhabitants  of  the  Mississippi  Territory  ;  and 
-UaretnCart.Jas. Say,  Philip  Say,  and  others, resi- 
dingwithin  the  Spanish  lines.  Ol'thenegroes,  whose 
number  amounted  to  seven,  at  least  iliree,  whose 
names  are  William  or  Bill,  Nat.  and  Moses,  and 
others,  whose  names  he  did  not  recollect,  be  knew 
fobe  t&epraperiy  of  Ibe  above-mentumed  Abraham  I 


Horton.  That  the  said  party,  all  of  whom  we« 
wellarmed,  after  having  forced  their  way  into  A* 
house,  violently  forced  him  from  his  bedrootn,  nfter 
a  struggle  of  about  fifteen  minutes,  during  wbiek 
he  received  several  violent  blows  on  the  head  anj 
face;  and,  after  having  tors  off  his  shirt  ud  xiti 
him  with  cords,  forcedhim  over  the  line  into  the 
Spanish  territory,  where  they  deliveretl  him  Vf. 
with  his  two  brothers,  Nathan  and  Samael  Kem- 
per, bound  in  the  same  manner,  to  Solomon  Alston, 
who  commanded  a  large  party  of  armed  mea. 
That  said  Alston  received  tKem  within  ten  or  lit 
teen  feet  of  the  line,  on  the  Spanish  side;  that 
from  thence  they  were  coaveyed  to  (be  Bayou  of 
Tunica  bndlug,  bound,  as  already  mentioBcd,  and 
Ifearly  naked,  where  they  were  put  on  boanli 
pirogue,  and  there  tied  all  three  together,  by  orders 
ofsaid  Alston.  That  said  pirogne  wms  comroai)- 
ded  by  William  Barker,  and  manned  by  Charles 
Stewart,  Adsm  Bingaman,  John  Raldili;  Geoi^ 
Rowe,  and  John  Morris ;  that  they  departed  from 
the  Bayou  Tunica  for  Baton  Rouge,  at  d«y-bre*l^ 
where  said  William  Barker  had  orders  to  deliver 
the  prisoners  up  to  Governor  Grand  Pr6.  Tha^ 
as  liuj  passed  along  the  shore  of  Point  CoDp^ 
the  prisoners  found  means  to  declare  their  sitna- 
tion  to  Poetor  Powles,  who  immediately  gave  in- 
formation thereof  to  Lieutenant  WilsoD^commaa- 
danl  of  the  garrison  at  Point  Cotipee.  Tliat  £.tea- 
tenant  WiFson  immediately  manned  his  bont, 
boarded  the  pirogne,  and  took  the  prisocers,  with 
those  who  conducted  them, into  custody,  about  the 
hour  of  twelve  the  same  day. 

REtlBBN  KEMPER. 

Sworn  before  me,  this  5ih  Beptenber,  1805. 

EBENKZER  COOLEY,  J.  P. 

Affidavit,  No.  8. 

Tirriionf  nfOHeani^CovnfyofPomt  Cotipie.- 
SsPTBimB  5,  1806. 

'  On  this  day  appeared  before  me,  Ebenezer 
Cooley,  Justice  ot  the  Peace  for  the  conntr  of 
Point  Coupee,  Adam  Bingaman,  who,  being  aiily 
■worn,  declared,  that  on  the  night  of  the  3d  in- 
stant, at  a  very  late  nour,  he  was  one  of  a  parly 
commanded  by  a  Captaia  Alston,  and  stationed 
within  a  few  yards  of  the  line  of  demarcatiaii,  at 
the  S|>anish  side,  for  the  purpose,  as  declared  by 
Captain  Alston,  of  seizing  the  Kempers,  who  were 
expected  to  come  from  the  American  ten-iiory. 
That,  at  Ihe  distance  of  about  fifiv  yards  above 
the  line,  he  saw  a  party  aparoacli,  who  irert 
hailed  by  Captain  Alston,  to  whom  they  delivsed 
three  prisoners.  The  parly,  to  which  deponent 
belonged,  was  then  ordered  by  Captain  Alston  to 
conduct  the  prisoners  to  Bavou  Tunica,  where  Iks 
prisoners  were  put  on  board  a  pirogue,  and  order- 
ed off  for  Baton  Rouge,  at  about  day-break  on  the 
4lb.  That,  as  they  were  [Hissing opposite  thepost 
at  Point  Coupee,  their  pirogue  was  boarded  by 
Lieutenant  ^"   ' 


Point  ConpSe,' their  pirogue^  was  boardnTtiy 
Wilson,  with  &  party  of  his  ir~ 


who  took  the  prisoners  and  their  conducton 
custody.  ADAM  BINGAUAN. 

Done  before  me, 

EBBNEZKB  COOLET,  IB. 
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AmBAfiT,  No.  e. 


Oq  tbis  day  appeated  before  me,  Ebeoezer 
Cooler.  JuGiice  of  the  Pence  for  tbo  county  of 
Point  ConpGe,  WiUtam  Bukar,  who,  being  .dulf 
sworn,  deposed  and  declared  : 

That,oa  the  ni^htof  the-3d  iDilADl,  be  wasooe 
of  a  part^  of  militia  coipmaiided  by  Captain  Als- 
ton, which  party  was  slalioaed  for  aoout  two 
Ilduis  within  a  few  paces  of  the  Hue  of  demarca- 
tion, on  the  Sp«iiish  side.  Tha^  they  heard  a 
noite  which  was  made  a  short  distance  above  the 
line,  and  coon  after  saw  a  party  cross  ^he  line, 
who  delivered  lo  Captain  AJstoo  three  priaoDers, 
whose  names  were  Reubeo,  Nathan,  and  Samuel 
Kemper.  Captain  AUtoo  ordeied  the  prisoners 
to  be  iaimediacely  conducted  to  the  Bayou  Tu- 
nica, where  they  were  put  into  a  pirogue,  to  be 
conreyed  to  Baton  Bouee;  that  deponent  was 
commanded  by  Captain  AIsioq  to  keep  a  strict 
Tratch  on  them,  and  to  gire  them  no  opportunity 


ing  opposite  the  garrison  of  Point  CoupGe,  bis 
pirogue  was  taken  oy  a  superior  force  commanded 
Dy  Lieutenaat  Wilson,  eommandaol  of  the  garri- 
son of  Point  Coapee,  who  look  into  custody  the 
prisoners  and  the  party  by  whom  they  were  con- 
-ducted. 

WILLIAM  BAREER. 
Bwoni  before  me  tbis  5ib  day  of  September, 
IS05, 

EBENEZER  COOLEY, 
Jualice  qf  the  Peace. 

Appivavit,  No.  10. 
MUtimppi  TerrOory,*!: 

Beit  remembered,  that  William  Flanagan,  jr., 
of  Wilkinson  county.  In  said  Territory,  person- 
ally appeared  before  the  nndersiguod,  one  of  the 
superior  judges  for  said  Territory,  and  being  of 
lawful  age,  upoa  bis  oath  depoieth  and  satth,that 
Jjeatenant  Olascock  aod  a  party  of  twelve  light 
botse,  beine  a  part  of  Captain  Jones's  company  or 
squadroa  ol  SpcKiiab  light  hoise,  on  the  ajteinoon 
oi  the  21st  day  of  August  last,  name  over  the  line 
of  demarcation  to  this  deponent's  house,  which  is 
on  the  Tiehfau  creek,  about  two  miles  above  the 
line,  and  took  him  and  his  wife  and  carried  them 
«boul  five  miles  below  the  line,  and  kept  them 
under  guard  all  nigbt,  and  itezt  morning  dismiss- 
ed hia  wife,  who  was  taken  home  hv  her  brother, 
who  bad  been  sent  out  after  them  by  her  father: 
That  after  she  was  dismissed,  they  carried  this 
deponent  fifteen  miles  further,  and  told  him  be 
mast  go  to  jail  or  give  up  his  horse.  He  refused 
lo  give  op  his  horse,  till  they  coeked  their  guns 
-and  pistols  all  round  him,  there  being  eight  of 
themaben  present,  and  said  he  most  pay  them 
their  eipensea,  give  up  his  horse,  or  go  to  jail. 
He  replied  tbat  he  had  rather  lose  his  horse  than 
%a  to  jail.  Whereupon  tbey  look  his  horse,  bridle, 
and  saddle,  and  diafaisoed  hiio,  and  be  returned 


home  on  foot  The  namse  of  the  men  who  com- 
posed said  parly  of  ei^ht  horse  were,  John  Glas- 
cock Lieutenant,  BenjamiD  Le  Near,  also  an  o£&- 
cer,  Abraham  Jones,  son  of  the  Cwtaia,  Kennady, 
William  Lee,  John  Bates, Ifite,  Obiri  Brew- 
er,   Connor,  and  the  names  of  ine  others  he 

does  not  recollect ;  and  further  stys  that  most  of 
the  party  were  formerly  American  refugees,  who 
fted  to  the  Spaoisb  country,  and  further  saiin  not. 
WILLIAM  FLANAGAN, 

his  X  mark. 

Taken  tbis  seventh  day  of  September,  1605,  at 
the  town  of  WuhiOgton,  in  the  Territory  ftfore- 
said,  before 

THOMAS  RODNEV. 

Note. — The  within  deponent,  Thomas  Holdeu, 
says,  that  fr  was  reported  that  William  Flanagan, 
ST.,  bad  killed  a  certain  John  Sharp,  as  within 
mentlDaed,  and  had  8ed  from  the  Spanish  part  of 
the  country,  and  that  his  wife,  after  he  had  fled, 
also  left  the  country,  and  broushl  their  stock  and 
goods  above  the  lin^  and  left  them  in  tb«  care  of 
William  Flanagan,  jr.,  who  b  nephew  to  Wil- 
liam Flanagan,  sr.,  and  son-in-law  to  said  Thomas 
Holden,  and  that  this  was  the  only  pretext  the 
Bpanisb  light  ho^se  bad  for  coming  above  the 
line  and  belaving  as  they  did. 

THOMAS  RODNBT. 

Affiiuvit,  No>  11. 
Munmfpi  Tirritory,  w; 

Be  it  remembered,  tbat  Thomas  Holden.  fr.,  of 
the  county  of  Wilkinson,  in  said  Territory,  pei^ 
sonally  appetired  before  the  undersigned,  one  of 
the  superior  judges  of  said  Territory,  and  being 
sworn,  deposeib  and  saith,  that  he  lives  in  satu 
county,  on  the  Tiehfau,  ab«ut  half  a  mile  aboro 
the  line  of  demarcation,  upon  land  which  he 
claims  by  pre-emption,  and  now  cultivates  j  that 
OB  the  afternoon  of  the  21st  day  of  August  last, 
Lieutenant  John  Glascock  and  twelve  men  of  the 
Spanish  light  horse,  part  of  Captain  Jones's  com- 
pany, or  squadron  of  West  Florida,  came  over 
the  line  of  demarcation  to  this  deponent's  boustL 
and  inquired  for  William  Flanagan,  sr.,  who  hod 
lived  about  seven  miles  below  the  line,  in  the 
Spanish  territory,  and,  as  they  said,  had  killed 
a  certain  Joseph  Sharp,  also  a  Spanish  subject^ 
and  said  tbev  were  in  pumiit  of  said  Flanagan, 
and  inquirea  of  tbis  deponent  if  be  hod  seen 
Flonagoa,  or  if  he  knew  where  be  was.  This 
deponent  replied,  that  he  had  not  seen  him  for 
six  months,  but  heard  that  Pianagsa  and  bis  fam- 
ily bad  gone  Up  the  BayoQ  Pierre.  When  said 
company  came  up.  ibis  deponent  was  sitting  on 
bis  lence,  about  fifty  yards  froOi  his  bouse,  and 
after  what  had  passed,  as  before  related,  an  officer 
among  them,  by  the  name  of  Le  Near,  ordered 
tbis  deponent  to  go  lo  his  own  bouse,  saying  that 
he  should  put  bim  and  his  family  uuder  guanL 
To  which  this  deponent  replied,  that  he  would 
bot  be  put  under  guard  by  him  unless  he  bad  au- 
iborilv  from  the  United  States  or  ibe  officers  of 
this  Territory  lo  do  so.  Whereupon  the  officer 
drew  his  iword,  or  dirk,  and.  thteatened  to  lun 
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this  depOD^nt  tbrongb  in  an  instant  if  he  did  not 
aotmrit.  'Then  one  of  the  compaof  cocked  bii 
plMol^bul  Mid  DoihiDgr.  Then  Olaicock  esme 
up  mih  a  rifle  in  bia  baAd,  and  ord«Ted  ihia  de- 
poMeiit  to  go  along  itmaatly,  or  fae  woold  naake 
atto.  Tbis  deponent  replied,  that  be  would  not 
go ;  tbat  tbejr  bad  no  business  above  ibe  line,  aad 
ordered  lh«m  to  go  below,  where  ther  belonged. 
Le  Near  replied  to  this,  that  bis  auiborify  was 
cbore  tbe  tine  as  tttAl  as  below.  Damn  the  line, 
be  did  not  regard  il,  and  olber  words  to  tbat  pur- 
p«ae.  After  ihis,  tbe  party  went  oK^and  left  this 
deponent.  But  before  they  went  oK  two  of  this 
deponent's  sons  came  up,  and  be  tola  tbem  whftt 
had  passed.  at»d  ordered  them  lo  go  to  tbe  honse 
Kitd  get  tita  |vi«,  and  the?  would  kill  all  the 
damned  Spaniard^  for  (hey  Lad  no  bus  in  ees  above 
the  lioe ;  and  upon  saying  this  the  party  left  bim. 
Aad  be  fortbet  saiib  not. 

THOMAS  HOLDfiN,  Sr. 
Taken  thl«7tb  day  of  September,  1805.  at  the 
tmn  of  WashutgtM,  in  said  Territory,  before 
THOMAS  BROWN. 

No.  1. 
inippi  T«r 
«r  Ofaailea  ^  Oruid 

town  .or  WiBHinOTon, 
Muaifippi  TerriloTT/,  3ep<.  6, 180S. 

Sib;  I  was  informed  that  A  number  of  armed 
men,  subjects  of  tbe  Efng  of  Spaiit,  ott  tbe  3d 
iilttaiU,  entered  (Ms  Territory,  in  the  neighboir- 
htM  of  PinckneyriHe,  aad  there  wiffa  force  iiYd 
violence  seized  three  persoifs  by  the  ndme  of  Eem- 
ptt,  abused  them  ib  an  inhuman  manner,  tied aild 
GkrrM  them  ittto  yonr  tertitory,  and  threMened 
cOasMertble  outrage*  to  others  in  the  same  neigb- 
bethood.  Tbis  conAtrct,  sir,  does  not  compart 
liHA  thkt  godd  dndeman^ng  and  friendly  dispo- 
bHImi  aq^posed  lo-ei  lit  liet ween  our  QoTemmenta. 
Neither  is  such  conduct  (0  be  toleratetl  by  a  Got* 
erhUent  Whieb  la  iafliieticed  in  all  its  retations 
iMtIt  ottiera  by  a  regard  to  justice  and  national 
6titH,  eapecltllr  one  so  ample  In  refottrees  ttf  do 
jMtice  to  itself,  and  to  command  respect  from 
otherA,  as  tbe  United  Stales. 

tim  letter,  sir,  u  despatched  to  yon  by  a  ipe- 
dal  me9Benger,in  order  that  youi  Eicelleacy  may 
be  apeedilr  adrised  of  this  unaecounmble  trans- 
aetioQ,  and  jwovide  agaion  similar  outrages  and 
their  consequences;  as  also  to  afibrd  me  someex- 
planation  of  tbe  one  which  baa  gifen  rise  to  this 
tetter;    1  am,  with  great  respect,  Ac. 

R.  WTLLIAHB. 

No.  2. 
lieutesMit  Wibatt  to  Oarefmar  WilliaiaB. 

Foiirr  Coirrra,  Sepl.  S,  180S: 
BiH:  I  eoneeire  It  to  be  my  duty  to  give  yoo  a 
■(Memeat  respecting  tbe  rescue  of  the  EempeTa 
frvm  >  party  of  Spairish  subjects.  Information 
was  gtreu  to  me  that  Kemper  «nd  aereral  Ameri- 
can* were  taken  by  force  or  arm*  from  their  resi- 
dence u  FinekneyTiUe,  by  a  party  of  Spanbb 


Bubjecis,  and  were  on  their  way  to  Baton  I 
I  immedistflty  manned  the  boat,  and  took  um. 
Kempers,  Reuben,  Nathan,  and  Samuel,  together 
with  the  KUHrd.  prisoners,  who  I  have  in  confine- 
ment, and  ahafl  keep  them  so  until  I  receire  <«• 
ders  from  the  proper  authority  for  their  reieaae. 
I  bare  bad  taken  Ibe  depositions  of  the  Rempera, 
and  two  of  their  guaro^  which  I  enclose  joa. 
My  force  in  weak,  and  I  expect  an  atmck  from 
the  other  side  of  the  river.  I  shall,  howeTer,jgiTe 
ibem  as  hearty  reception  as  the  situation  ofarr 
force  Will  admit  of.    As  QoTernor  Claiborne  a,  X 

Erestrme.  With  yoa,  I  hope  you  will  consult  'witfa 
Im,  ana  lee  meknowuspeedfly  aspoaaiUe'wIut 
is  to  be  done.  I  have  wrote  Captain  Sparks,  at 
Fort  Adams,  to  send  a  reinforcement,  aa  I  tlunfe 
the  good  of  the  service  really  requires  It. 
1  have  the  honor,  &c., 

WILLIAM  WILSON, 
Liadatant  CotnmaitdamL 

Ho.  3. 
Otptaln  eiptita  t»  the  Osvemor  of  *»  Mbatalppk 


Fort  Adahs,  Scpf.  7,  1805. 
Sir:  t  bare  the  honor  Iff  forward  you  deqwicba* 
from  Captain  Wilson,  at  Pokt  Cenpte.  If  it 
should  be  your  wish  to  have  the  party  tbereJB  re- 
ferred to  taken  to  this  place,  to  be  delivered  over 
lo  the  civil  anthprity,  the  eommand  of  one  subal- 
leru  uid  tw^ty-five  men  1  have  scvit  from  tUs- 
post  to  reinforce  Captain  Wilson  will  be  inslruelod 
lo  exeoDte  iti    I  am,  ^- 

&.  SPARKS, 
Capfain  CbnimaaaanL 


The  GoTenwr  of  the  MiswnppI  Tenitai;  to  Linttea— 
ant  Vilsoo,  command*))!  at  Point  Coopia. 
'WAaatmrtQH,  Misaiasippi  TanaiTORT, 

Sep^mitr  9, 180S.. 
Sir:  I  ibn  moment  reodved  yoDt  despatch, 
dawd  the  !>lh  instant,  ioforming  me  of  your  (tnT- 
idg  taken  and  confined  a  Spanish  party,  which 
had  on  tbe  night  of  the  third  Instant  forcibly  taka 
from  tbk  Terrriory  the  three  Kempers,  wiiom  the 

?Kriy  bad  in  their  peBsessioB  when  you  look  them.. 
'qui  conduct,  tir,  m  this  occasion,  merits  appro- 
bMion,  so  far  as  I  an  Infbrmsd  of  it. 

I  reqaeat  tbat  yoa  will,  with  all  possiUe  de- 
■pMch,  have  conveyed  to  this  Territory  the  whole 
of  the  ofieitding  party,  to  he  delivered  over  to  the 
civil  aoihorilT  ;  alto  the  Kempers.  I  request  ytMt 
will  ddiret  tnem  at  FoU  Adame,  where  farther 
orderswillrenwiD.  Captain  Sparks  has  informed 
me  the  reinforcement  he  sent  you  will  net  alco  as- 
a  r*ard  for  the  above  parpose. 

I  enclose,  for  your  information,  the  copy  of  an 
order  whiehl  have  thisdavieauediaeotuequenee- 
of  these  outrages,  and  otners  committed  on  dn- 
line  eastwardly  f^m  Pinekneyvllie. 
I  am,  dkc. 

ROBERT  WILLUHB. 
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Sir:  As  Iwan  startitiir  f"'^  WMhin^toa  to 
diia  plMe,lKae^Ted  yoDTlMlerof  tfae7th  lasuml, 
wllb  a  dMpatch  from  CaptsiR  Wiliott. 

Mf  Buwer  to  Captain  WJlsoa  I  ban  sent  open 
for  foDT  perusal,  which  I  praf  joa  to  forward 
immediately. 

I  reqneit  that  you  will  retain  and  tafely  keep 
tmder  mililary  aaihority  the  party  that  may  be 
aent  to  you,  agreeat^y  to  toy  direotioiii  to  Gap- 
taiti  Wilson,  tratlt  thty  ara  receired  by  the  eiril 
authority.  Accept  my  hearty  approbalion  of  yonr 
■nd  Captain  Wilxon't  attentiM  on  this  oceasioD. 
I  aro,  ftc. 

ROBERT  WlLLIAUd. 


No.  6. 
Th*  QovaoMT  of  the  Miauaqipi  TemtM7'i  orden  to 

Colonel  EUia,  of  thaeih  ragimeal  af  the  militia  of 

■aid  Tarritoty. 

Hun  CioABTBn,  Wassihotor, 

MiBBiBBippi  TEHBrraRT, 
September  9, 1806. 

Sib  :  Yon  will,  on  the  receipt  of  this  order,  im- 
ntedlatelT  aasemble  from  your  regiment  the  fol- 
IvwitiK  detachment  for  duly,  viz :  tWo  captaini. 
two  Ueuttnaots,  two  ensigns,  eight  sergeants,  eight 
corporals,  two  drummers,  or  bugle -horsemen,  and 
eJjgncy-tWD  prfratet,  to  comiKne  two  equal  com* 
paniei.  They  are  to  be  well  armed,  and  supplied 
with  twelve  rounds  of  ammanltion  per  man.  Not 
having  the  slKte  of  your  regiment  by  actual  re- 
turn. It  mast  rest  with  yourself  from  which  bat- 
talUoii  yon  are  to  detach  them.  This  detachment 
is  to  act  as  a  patrol  near  and  along  the  Hne  of  de- 
marcation, to  preTent  or  check  irregutaTitieii  of 
every  kina.  They  are  to  reodezvons  at  Pinek- 
ueyTille,  from  whence  they  will  be  detached  to 
their  different  posts.  As  soon  as  they  are  assem- 
bled, a  return  of  them  will  be  made,  naming  the 
commisaloned  officers,  and  reporting  the  strength 
md  the  state  of  arms,  &c.,  and  forward  to  the 


!  line  below,  and  especially 
u  uy  uigui,  BiuppiQg  add  seCDrlng  any  armed  par- 
tles  improperly  passing  the  liaes,  ai  in  some  late 
instances;  and,  in  short,  affording  all  proper  pro- 
tection,in  their  power  to  the  citizens  of  toe  Uoi- 
led  States  and  their  properly.  The  better  to  effect 
this,  one  captain,  and  his  commaud,  will  be  de- 
tached to  the  easiem  part  of  the  line  tobe  goard- 
ed,  and  lake  post  on  or  near  the  Tiehfau,  from 
whence  the  communication  must  be  kept  up  to 
meet  the  patrol  detached  "from  post  near  the  west 
aid  df  the  line. 

Every  occurrence  wortiiy  of  note  can  and  must 
be  commmicated  in  this  way  to  the  senior  eap- 
tiia,  wlioie  pcBt  wiU  b«  in  «r  neu  PincknayTlUe ; 


and  who  will  report  either  direct  to  head-quBFtar^ 
or  to  the  inspector's  office.  Should  any  hoMile 
-allerapt  bemade,  either  on  the  citizens,  property, 
or  the  detachment  on  duty,  force  must  be  repeUed 
with  force-  R.  WILLIAMS. 


MiBBiBsiFPt  Terbitohy, 

WaiMftgion,  Oct.  1, 1B05. 

By  my  communication  of  the  14th  nltimo,  yon 
were  informed  of  snrae  ontrages  committed  within 
this  Tertitorr,  near  ihb  Spanish  Ibn^  and  of  Ihw 
stepe  I  had  taken  in  relation  tberaM. 

I  now  have  the  honor  to  endooe,  for  yon  tiat- 
ther  information,  Qovemoi  Qrand  Pri's  ioilaf  im 
answer  to  mine  of  ths  6th  ultimo,  and  my  reply 
to  him,  marked  and  numbered  1  aad  2 ;  also  At 
docinnenta  marked  1,  2,  and  3,  which  will  inform, 
you  of  the  further  steps  taken  in  this  affair. 

The  mililary  {MUol  which  1  ordered  out  on  tbm 
line  w«re  organized  and  disbanded,  on  bidding 
thcmaelvet  in.  readinesa,  and  plaeai  apiieinted  lo 
rtndeavotts  under  a  sModing  qrder  to  the  offieera 
comaMBduifg  to  ekaok  any  disorders  that  might 
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bare  the  satlsfaoiioa  to  inform  yau  that  ttuaga 
is  that  qnartsr  have  become  very  quiei  and  settlwi 
wbieb  I  believe  would  not  have  been  tbeoaaa  twl 
for  the  measures  which  were  paiauad. 

Some  of  our  eitizeas  were  eoooeued  in  ibis 
busiaesi,  and  ara  bound  over  to  court  for  psow 
cutioB. 


mpanjlng  {be  above.] 
Oovemsr  Gnnd  Fii  i»  Gavsmsr  WiltisaH. 
Bator  Homb,  8yt.  9^  1806. 
Mt  Deati  Bin:  I  have  received  your  letter 
dated  the  6lh  Instant  relative  to  the  extraordioarr 
eveht  that  happoted  at  Pinchneyvtile,  on  the  SI 
instant,  viz:  tne  areault  on  the  three  brother^ 
Kemper!^  by  persons  ooknown,  and  disguised,  if 
is  said,  m  black,  who  conducted  them  on  thai 
part  of  the  Territory  which  it  has  pleased  His 
Majesty  to  commit  to  my  charge.  The  occur- 
rence 13  singular,  and  of  which  Iliad  no  Informa- 
lion  till  the  night  between  the  7th  and  Sib,  by  one 
of  the  commaoden  of  the  patiob.  who,  sinaa  th6 
inroads  committed  by  that  turbulent  banditti, 
headed  b^  the  Kempers,  have  been  stationed  near 
the  frontiers  and  wiihiu  the  interior  settlement  i^ 
Feliciana.  The  first  gave  me  information  under 
date  of  the  5th,  that,  by  night,  he  met  with  a  party 
of  men  disguised  and  armed,  who  were  conduct- 
ing three  others,  whom  they  immediately  aban- 
doned, and  retired  with  preetpilaiion  the  same 
way  which  they  appeared  to  have  come,  without 
uttering  a  Rtngle  word;  his  first  care  was  lo  se- 
cure the  persons  of  the  three  men^whom  he  found 
to  be  the  Kempers,  and  immediately  had  them 
conducted  to  Bayou  Tnnica,  there  to  be  embarked 
under  an  escort,  and  delivered  at  my  disposal ;  he 
added  thtt,,oa  the  way,  the  escDit  VU  stopped  hf 
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MUml  force,  on  the  river,  vetj  near  tbe  eastern 
shore^  by  Caplain  Wilson,  militarT  comnundan' 
at  Poiat  Coup£e,  where  it  is  said  ibe  eseoft  is  de 
tained,  and  also  the  Kempera.  Tbe  cominaoilei 
of  the  patrol  aUo  declares  that  it  was  impauibli 
for  him  to  know  any  one  of  the  parsons  ^h( 
brought  and  abandoned  the  said  EemperSi  owin( 
to  the  obscurjly  of  the  nigbt,  their  disguise,  ant 
(beiT  Tery  prompt  departure. 

This  is  all  the  iofonnation  1  hare  as  yet,  but 
bave  despatched  an  express  to  procure  a  more 
ample  knowledgerespectingthis  strange  and  mys- 
terious TJotation. 

It  is  not  necessary,  I  flatter  myself,  that  I  should 
(sprMG  what  pains  our  Qovemment  has  taken, 
arnd  how  unceasingly  scrnpalous  it  has  been  to 
mainlain  and  coosianily  to  preserre  with  that  of 
«he  United  States  that  good  understanding  &nd 
barmooy,  which  it  ought  to  be  impoaiible  for  a 
few  intriguing  perfidious  adTeniurers,  thirsting 
after  revenge  for  private  animosities,  to  interrupt. 
Of  this  I  hope  your  Eioellency  is  fully  convinced, 
and  upon  this  principle  you  will  approve  ib«  effi- 
eacious  measures  1  s^m  aoout  to  Cake  for  the  eiiir- 

Estion  of  this  disorder,  which  his  Tiseu  to  its  fuH 
eight  on  the  territory  of  this  Ooremment — dis- 
order, COD  fusion,  violations,  oDlrag«e,  plunder,  ia- 
snlt  to  the  magistrate;  dragging  him  by  a  rope 
roand  his  neck ;  attempts  on  tbe  flag  of  the  Eini 
my  misttr,  and  now  ibe  violatioo  committed  will 
the  Kempers,(suthoTs  of  all  the  above  mentioned,) 
on  the  Government  of  your  Ezcelleney. 

Af^r  this  explicit  narrative,  1  hope  your  Ez- 
eellency  will  make  tbe  necewary  dl^)ositi(m*  for 
tbe  return  of  tbe  inhabitants  who  were  esoortiog 
the  three  prisoners,  as  they  are  absolute  strangers 
to  all  the  circumstBDces  of  this  basioess.  I  claim 
them  from  foor  Excellency's  justice,  considering 
theit  detention  as  illegal,  as  also  that  of  the  pris- 
oners tber  were  conducting,  these  having  been 
taktD  witnin  this  Territory,  where  a  moat  singu- 
lar event  had  bioagbi  them,  and  Icannot  imagine 
what  could  have  oeen  the  design  of  tbe  auinots 
of  this  plot;  saving,  however,  for  a  subsequent 
determination  respecting  the  legality  of  a  capture 
made  nnder  such  singular  circuDutanees. 

I  hiTC  the  honor  to  be, 

CHARLES  DE  GRAND  ERE. 

Most  Excellent  R.  Williamb. 

OovenioT  Willianu  to  OoveniDr  Orand  Pti,  in  answer. 
Wabhikoton,  Sept,  30,  1805. 

Sir  :  Tour  lettet  of  the  9th  instant,  in  answer 
lo  mine  of  the  ^th,  I  received  some  days  ago ;  but 
the  equivocal  manner  with  which  you  treated  the 
subject  of  my  letter  afforded  little  or  no  informa- 
tion, and  rendered  it  expedient  to  delay  an  answer 
until  I  should  obtain  such  informaiion  relative 
thereto  as  woold  enable  me  to  treat  the  snbject 
with  that  candor  which  our  respective  situations 
lequire,  and  the  interest  and  honor  of  our  Oot- 
ernments  demand. 

Previous  to  the  receipt  of  your  letter,  I  under- 
stood that  the  three  Kempera  were  relaken  by 
Lieutenani  Wilson,  near  Point  Coup6e,  where 


they,  together  with  the  Spanish  guard,  WMt  de- 
tained. I  gave  orders  for  tbe  removal  of  (boa 
and  their  escort  to  Fort  Adams,  within  this  Tb- 
ritory.  They  have  all  been  delivered  over  to  the 
civil  authority  for  examioatioOj  a*  to  their  sup- 
posed ofiences  committed  within  this  Territory, 
or  that  might  be  cognizable  by  the  ciril  anthgniy 
thereof;  and  1  now  have  the  honor  lo  iafoiHL 
yoQ.that  the  outrages  which  were  the  subject  of 
my  letter  to  you  of  the  6ih  instant,  appoar  to  have 
been  committed  b^.ciliiensof  the  United  Suus, 
in  combination  with  the  subjects  of  Spain,  resid- 
ing within  the  jurisdiction  oit  our  retpeeiitreGor- 
ernmenia,  all  of  whom  are  liable  to  be  punished 
under  the  authority  and  lawsof  the  United  States 
and  of  this  Territory.  It  also  appears  that  iha 
six  persons,  subjects  of  Spain,  composing  the  es- 
cort, to  wit:  William  Barker,  Charles  SiewHt. 
John  Morris,  John  RatcHCf,  Oetwge  Row,  ana 
Ad^  Bingamaa,  were  accessories  and  confedv 
ates  with  the  ofiending  party,  and  might  hare 
been  legally  treated  as  such  by  this  Government ; 
but  beiog  aesirous  to  keep  alive  and  promote  that 
harmony  and  good  understanding  between-  ibe 
Government  of  tbe  United  Slates  and  that  of  His 
Catholic  Majesty,  aud  also  because,  from  the  scep- 
tical style  of  your  letler  it  is  not  clear  whether 
the  act  was  authorized,  1  have  caused  tho»e  six 
men,  composing  the  escort,  to  be  liberated,  and 
safely  conducted  to  the  territory  posseaed  by  His 
Catholic  Majesty.  Tbe  Kempers,  of  whom  yoni 
Excellency  complains  as  having  been  tbe  original 
authors  ot  these  outrages,  I  luve  caused  to  be 
bound  to  their  good  behaviour,  and  to  keep  the 
peace  towards  your  Government,  its  aubiecis,  &c 
II  is  also  proper  I  should  inform  yoarExcdlen- 
CT,  that,  in  a  few  days  after  the  date  of  my  letter 
of  the  6th  instant  lo  you,  I  received  informatioa 
thai,  some  days  before  a  party  of  twelve  men, 
armed,  commanded  }>y  Lieutenant  Glascock,  part 
of  Captain  Jones's  company  of  Spanish  lighi-hors^ 
entered  this  Territory  in  the  neigbbwhood  of 
Tiehfau  creek,  and  there  threatened  considerable 
abuse  of  some  of  tbe  inhabitants ;  seiied  and  car- 
ried by  force,  from  tbeir  house  of  dwelling,  a  man 
by  the  name  of  William  Flanagan,' jr.,  and  hia 
wife,  into  the  territory  possessed  by  His  Catholic 
Majesty,  whom  they  detained  a  considerable  time, 
and,  on  their  releasemeat,  took  and  kept  a  horse, 
bridle,  and  saddle,  belonaing  to  the  said  Flana- 
gao,  and  which  I  am  inarmed  have  been  since 
sold  under  the  orders  of  an  officer  of  your  Oot- 
eroment.  I  request  your  Excellency  will  inquire 
into  this  aflair,  and  give  me  an  answer  as  aooa  as 


I  trust  the  lenient  measures  which  I  bave  caused 
to  be  pursued  upon  this  oocasion  will  be  duly  ap- 
-precLBied,  and  aiiril)Uted  to  the  proper  mouvea; 
and  that  your  Excellency  will  imite  with  me  ia 
adopting  such  measures  as  will  prevent  similai 
occurrences  in  future. 

Your  Excellency  demsndsof  me  the  three  Kemp- 
ers as  your  prisoners,  taken,  as  you  say,  "within  tbu 
{'orisdiction,  where  the  most  singular  event  bsd 
rougbc  them."  Permit  me,  sir,  without  cniicis- 
log  on  the  merits  of  this  demand,  which  il  is  ao 
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susceptible  of,  to  bsrely  luggett,  as  a  reason  foi 
m7  noD-coDipliance,  ibe  consequences  wbicb 
would  Dccfssaiilf  flow  from  a  compliance  wiih 
demands  made  under  BUch  ciTcumsuaces,  aod 
fouaded  oa  trsDMCtioDs  of  tbii  kind. 

I  hsTe  the  boDOr  to  be,  Ac. 

ROBERT  WILLIAMS. 

His  Exc'r  Cbas.  Dd  Qbahd  Pbb. 

WABHiHaTON,  Sept.  23, 1805. 
Sm:  FindiDg  fouhad  lefi  tbiswben  I  returned 
from  Natchez,  Mr.  SbieldB  foUowa  with  laj  ofdeis 
to  Caplaio  Sparks.  coiAmaBdiDg  at  the  fort.  En- 
cloaed  is  a  copi:  of  my  letter  to  biiu,  iDdicaiiveof 
tke  wish  of  the  EzecutJTe  of  Ibis  Territory  on 
the  occasion  which  I  trust  will  be  compatible 
with  the  civil  authority. 


ROBERT  WILLIAMS. 


la 
Judge  RopifBT.' 


WASHiifG-roH,  Sept.  23, 1805. 
Sie:   I  hire  received  your  letter  of  the  20lh 
instant,  ioformtDg  me  of  the  arriTal  of  the  pris- 
oners from  Point  Coupfe,  at  Fori  Adams. 

I  request  that  they  may  all  be  delivered  over  to 
Judge  Rodney,  or  some  justice  of  the  peace,  to  be- 
examined  as  to  any  ofTences  they  may  hare  com- 
mitted within  (be  limits  of  this  Territory,  or  that 
may  be  eogoizabte  by  the  civilauthority  thereof. 
The  Spanish  subjeols,  lo  tbe  number  of  six,  as 
i  am  informed,  should  they  be  discharged  by  tbe 
civil  autboriiy.  I  request  that  you  will  cause  ibem 
to  be  escorted  oy  a  uafficieni  guard,  to  the  line  di- 
Tiding  ibis  Territory  from  that  possessed  by  Hia 
Catholic  Majesty,  (here  liberated,  and  suffered  to 
pess  Into  his  jurisdiction.  ' 

Aslothe  Kempers,  I  presume  they  will  bedeall 
with  as  the  law  will  authorize;  and  my  hope  is, 
tlwt  they  may  be  btmnd  to  their  good  bebavioar, 
nod  tokeepthepeacerBswell  towards  tbe  citizens 

I        of  the  United  States  as  the  sobjecis  of  His  Caiho- 

I        lie  Majesty. 

I  Accept  my  best  respects,  dbc. 

I  ROBKRT  WILLIAMS     , 

,  Capt.  RtoBAnD  Sfabxs, 

I  Military  Commandant  at  I^hrt  Adam*. 

'  Town  op  WiaaiNOTOM,  Sept.  30, 1805. 

Deab  Sib:  On  tha  25th  or  S6th  of  this  instant, 

I  made  ezaminalioo  into  the  truth  of  tha  outrase 

committed  in  this  Territory,  at  and  near  Pinck- 

neyttille,  on  the  night  of  the  3d  of  this  instant,  on 

I  tiu  persons  of  Reuben,  Nathan,  and  Samuel  Kem- 
per. Tbis  outrage  appears  to  nave  been  commit- 
ledby  a  combination  of  persons,  some  residing 
above,  and  some  below,  the  line  of  demarcation. 

'        Among  tbem  was  a  Doctor  Bonner,,  a  Henry 

'  Flower,  son  of  Doctor  Flownr.And  a  Mr.  McDer- 
mot,  who  were  active  above  the  line,  and  are  said 

'  to  reside  below.  The  parly,  composed  of  twelve 
while  men  and  seven  negroes,  flrst  assaulted  and 
broke  the  house  of  Nathan  Kemper,  and  seized 

'        and  tied  him  and  his  brother  Reuben  j  then  a 


part  of  them  went  to  the  house  oi  Samuel  Kem- 
per, broke  intQ  his  room,  and  look  and  lied  him 
also;  and  the  two  parties  laet  again  near  the 
line,  and  went  in  conuiaoy  on  the  high  road 
till  ihey  got  a  few  feet  below  the  line,  where  Cap- 
tain Alston,  with  a  parly  of  iweke  men,  lay  in 
wait,  and  marched  out  of  ihe  bushes  and  took  pos- 
session of  ihe  Kempers;  at  Ihe  instant,  all  the 
oiher  party  dispersed  and  run  off.  Alston  and 
his  party  then  conducted  the  Kempers  down  to 
Bayou  Tunica  landing,  and  put  them  on  board  of 
a  boat,  and  ordered  six  of  his  men,  to  wit,  Wil- 
liam Barker,  Obarles  Siewari,  John  Morris,  John 
Ratcliff,  George  Rowe,  and  Adam  Bingaman,  to 
take  them  down  to  Baton  Rouge.  On  the»  way 
down,  when  they  got  opposite  thf  American  gar- 
rison at  Point  Coopfie,  the  boat  was  taken  by 
Capiain  Wilson,  Ihe  Kempers  released,  and  the 
Spanish  subjects  made^nsoners.    It  appearing, 


they  were  liberated,  as  will  appear  by  a  document 
I  enclose.  None  of  tbe  Spanish  subjects  that 
were  active  in  the  outraKe  above  the  line  were 
taken  into  custody;  but  if  they  had  been  in  cus- 
tody, tbey  would  have  been  detained  for  trial. 
And,  indeed,  it  was  so  evident  tbal'  the  party  be- 
low the  line  were  acting  confederate  with  tbose 
above,  had  tbey  not  been  the  subjects  of  a  Oor- 
ernment  in  amity  with  ns,  the  six  persons  dis- 
charged might  have  been  legally  detained  until 
due  saii^faetion  was  made.  I  was  careful,  how- 
ever, to  avoid  anything  thai  would  in  ibe  least 
tend  to  violate  the  amiiy  of  the  two  nations,  and 
therefore  thought  proper  to  liberate  them,  though 
I  think  our  military  oSeara  fully  iustified  in  de- 
lainiDg  them  till  legally  discharged. 

I  am,  respectfully,  &e. 

THOMAS  RODNEY. 

P.  8.  Justice  Baker  was  also  directed  to  re- 
quire bail  of  Reuben,  Nathan,  and  Samuel  Kem- 
per, respectively,  to  keep  the  peace,  especially 
towards  the  subjects  of  the  King  of  Spain,  and  to 
do  no  injury  to  any  one  below  the  line  of  demar- 
cation. T.  R. 


Doatmentt  relatite  to  the  detetUian  of  publU  build- 

ingi  at  New  Orletmi,  ^c 
Bitracta  of  letters  &aa  General  James  WilkjnKia  la 
the  Secretaiy  of  War. 
New  Osleanb,  December  27, 1803. 
Our  troops  are  not  yet  in  qunrters,  but  coolinne 
to  occupy  toefedoubu  which  surround  the  town, 
under  ineir  tenia,  which  has  occasioned  great  dis- 
content and  produced  much  sickness ;  nor  have 
we  been  able  to  get  possession  of  a  siogLe  store- 
house or  magazine  for  the  reception  of  our  tools, 
implements,  stores,  baggace,  and  provisions.  I  am 
now  working  on  a  partition  of  tbe  barracks,  to 
separate  our  troops  from  tbo»e  of  Bpain,  and  hope 
I  shall  be  able  to  get  ear  men  under  cover  to- 
morrow; but  I  am  reduced  lo  the  painful  neces- 
aiiy,  after  waiting  thus  long,  to  hire  stares  for  the 
reception  of  our  provisions,  hospital  stores,  amani- 
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Ditton.  armt,  and  other  articles,  which  ezpenae 
should,  ID  my  judgment,  be  charged  to  the  French 
Republic,  and  therefbre  a  Mpatate  account  wil 
be  Kept  of  it,  and  all  other  expentet  which  may 
accrue  io  consequence  of  the  incomplete  execu- 
tion of  the  treaty. 

New  Oai-BiMB,  Mark  2, 1804. 

It  pains  me  still  to  be  obliged  to  write  you  from 
this  place,  hut  the  causes  which  bare  ptereDted 
ray  departure  still  qtist.  The  Prefect  of  France 
and  the  Spanish  troops  are  still  in  tawn^  and  the 
magazines  and  store-houses  still  in  their  posses- 
sion, while  we  ate  oUiged  to  pajr  rent  for  our  owb 
accommodation.  My  patience  i*  nearly  exhaust- 
ed, and  I  shall.not  be  detained  many  davs  Longer, 
unleu  soQiethiDg  very  onezpeeted  shonla  oeeni  to 
make  it  my  duty. 

We  have  appearances  of  the  Prefect's  intentioa 
aoon  to  depart,  though  they  are  eoutradicled  by 
other  circumstances.  As  to  the  Marquis  de  Caaa 
Calvo,  and  the  Spanish  officers  generally,  they 
indicate  no  intention  whatever  of  moring. 

QoTemor  Folcb  sailed  three  days  since  for  Pen- 
saeola,  but  he  was  not  accompanied  bv  an  j[  troops; 
it  is  DOW  said  that  tbe?  will  follow  bim  in  a  lew 
days.  Yet  1  suspect  the  Marquis  de  Casa  Calvo 
will  keep  a  dttaelunenl  here  tor  his  accomnioda* 
tioD. 

You  have,  under  cover,  a  list  of  gnards.  which 
the  Spaniards  monated  in  the  city  yesterday,  but 
you  must  not  believe  that  this  singular  spectacle 
IS  permitted  by  my  conseDt. 
4  r^tun  of  guardt  vtowiUd  in  Jfew  OrUaaaby 
Ue  trttop*  ^  Spain,  March  S4, 1604. 


1.  Marquis  de  CauCalvo  1 

2.  Ooverpor  Salcedo  1 

3.  latendant  Uorale* 

4.  Auditor      -       . 

5.  Magazine   •        -  - 

6.  Hospital     .        .  - 

7.  DnfoobB  ot  Mexico  - 


New  Oalearb,  April  IS,  1804. 

I  hare  the  saiirfaetioa  to  in&rra  you  thai  aboot 
three  hundred  Spanish  troop*  embarked  for  Pen- 
sacola  on  the  8th  iDsiant,  but  I  am  informed  that 
twelve  or  fifteen  officers,  aod  between  sixty  and 
one  hundred  men,  will  continue  in  this  city. 

They  have-delivered  up  the  barracks,  but  occu- 
py the  hospital  and  several  detached  buildings. 

The  Prefect  made  Ms  con^  to  our  Commi»- 
sioners  on  the  12fh  instant,  but  is  still  in  town 
exercising  his  prefectorial  and  coiDmisaarial  f^DC- 
tions,  yet  I  looK  daily  for  his  embarcation. 

The  arrival  of  our  ordnance  stores  from  Fort 
Adanis  commenced  a  few  days  since,  but  we  have 
as  yet  neither  stores  Bor  magazines  for  their  re- 
ception, these  being  still  occupied  by  the  Frenah 
and  SpBubh  Oovemments. 

New  Obleans,  April  25,  i804. 

The  Prefect  of  France  embarked  on  the  31st 
instant.  Yesterday  the  Commissionen  of  the  Uni- 


ted States  took  leave  of  the  CommissMBaa  of 
Spain,  and  I  nambered  twenty-£ve  Spwtiab  cS- 
cers  at  the  trodience. 


Extract  of  a  letter  fiom  Lientenant  Cobnd  C 
Freersan  to  General  WilkinMu,  dated 

Nnw  OauiANS,  Jtify  14,  OH. 
Od  the  9th  instant,  sir,  the  powder  magsxin^ 
oppoeiU  to  this  city,  was  delivtred  to  me. 

Extract  of  a  tetter  froa  Oennl  WiBtinm  to  the  8a*. 
retai7  of  War,  dated 
New  Orlbanb,  JatL  IS,  1804. 
We  did  not  until  this  day  receive  the  ordcn  of 
the  French  and  Spanish  Commissionera  for  the 
delivery  of  the  posts  in  upper  LooisiaBa. 

Louiiiana;  ttlahluhmmtt  tfntwpmU ;  iik^ta 

mmit,miJnpett*pf»rtpeumiimoftAai€ai»irf. 

BxtflKt  ef  a  Mta*  £ram  Cepteln  Tiansr  te  OsMad 


Natobitoobeb,  Aug.  1,  ISOL 
BitJce  I  last  wrote,  dothingof  much  imponaoce 
has  transpired.  Oar  neighbora  still  ke^  up  th« 
sort  of  coaduct  towards  us,  whiok  a  lUte  tr  mu 
alone  would  Justify.  Every  ptfMD  who  goes 
from  here  is  strictly  examined  and  seHelied,  ud 
all  letters  found  in  their  poseeMien  an  tan^en 
open  and  perused  with  an  expectation  td  tadia^ 
them  big  with  treason,  stratagem^  wid  orinesL 

Coj^of  a  letter  from  theeame  to  the  saaaa,  dated 
Natobitocbh,  OeL  IS,  1804. 

The  SpsBiards  are  mdonbtedly  nwditating  aria- 
chief  in  tbie  quarter;  iheit  emuaaiiea  hanre  beea 
at  work  among  the  Indians  and  negroea.  The 
night  before  last,  nine  fA  the  latttc  ran  off  fbf  tW 
ccgdoehes,  who,  it  baa  been  aaeertuned,  hkve 
been  persnaded  so  to  do  by  a  Spaniard,  iBbablttBt 
of  Nacf^doches,  telling  them  that,  on  lh«r  ar- 
rival there,  they  woold  be  made  free.  Upwards 
of  thirty  are  at  this  moment  known  to  have  been 
in  the  plot  of  elopement ;  and  intdligvaee  of  the 
extent  and  nature  of  the  plan  is  momently  com- 
ing  to  light.  To^ay  it  is  discovered  that  four  of 
the  nine  have  returned,  to  rouse  and  siimnlate 
their  confederates  and  others  who  woe  not  im- 
plicated ;  an  Indian  boy,  who  was  In  one  of  tMr 
cabins,  gives  the  ioielligenee.  He  says  tboac  who 
returned  were  instilling  into  the  others,  that,  since 
the  plot  hts  been  discovered,  it  should  stitnalata 
them  to  be  more  determined,  &e.  Ac.  The  whek 
district  is  in  the  most  alarming  siale^  and  iBeviM- 
blto  ruin  to  it,  and  perhaps  all  Loataiana,  nvsl  be 
the  consequence;  unless  prompt  HKBsarea  are 
taken  to  stop  the  infkmons  ptoeeedinga  rf  the  ia- 
ferual  Spaniards. 

I  received  a  mesMge,  the  other  day,  frcMn  A« 
Cousadee  or  Alabama  lodians,  informBg  that 
other  Indians,  stimulated  by  the  Bpanian  had 
desired  thnit  to  more  over  the  line,  (ibey  uraf 
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on  thlastdethe  Sibme,iritliiD  thedltrtfletof  Ope- 
loosBi,)  mud  ioformed  iiiem  that  they  wiahed  rhem 
to  join  a  tnr  agslnsl  the  Amerlcrini ;  apon  reras- 
ing,  they  tbTeatened  to  cut  them  ofT  wherever 
they  shotild  meet  with  th?m.  Farther,  that  a 
mat  council  was  about  to  be  held,  to  which  alt 
the  Indians  were  invited,  and  the  Spaniarda  were 
to  hfeTC  large  ptwents  there  Tot  them.  This  intel- 
ligence  has,  within  a  few  dara,  been  corroborated 
by  a  vhite  man  living  near  tne  Sabiac^  whom  the 
Indians,  being  frieadiy  towards,  desired  to  qoitas 
ahortly  depredations  irere  to  eonmence  on  the 
Amencan  frontier. 


NATCBirocBBS,  May  1, 1805. 

The  Choctaw  chief,  at  the  same  lime,  reported 
to  me,  that  a  parlj^  of  bii  people  had  latelv  te- 
tomed  from  a  nnnting  voyage  on  the  bay  of  Sl 
Bernard,  and  that  they  there  fell  in  with  two  par- 
tias  of  Spanish  troops,  who  had  latelv  arrived 
there  by  mier,  and  had  (heir  shippiao  then  lying 
there  i  that  the^r  were  building  two  fiffti,and  had 
got  them  eoDiidertbly  ddtancedi  one  at  them  at 
the  month  of  TriniEy*  river,  at  the  OekekeMws, 
the  Olker,  failhei  to  the  weitward,  near  the  Ca- 
rtnlraiM  j  th^y  did  not  know  by  what  name  they 
cKlled  the  place,  b«  I  take  it  to  be  Hatagordo : 
that  ibt  Spanish  officer  at  Oekekesaws  had  com- 
missioned one  of  Ut  hunters  as  a  chief,  anj  told 
Mm  the  AmerJtsns  holding  thiacoanlry  Hrere  all 
wind  t  that,  if  they  Were  wbe,  they  wonld  aban- 
don w  and  attach  themeelvet  to  them,  (the  Span* 
iaids,)  for  their  old  friesds  would  not  forsake 
them;  bat  that  ikay  were  advancinc  against  the 
Americana,  and  alkODld  soon  boild  a  fort  in  Ope- 
lousBS,  and  anoih^  at  Attakapas,  and  one  at  or 
near  Natchitoches,  and  proceed  on  toward*  New 
Orleana  ;  and  that  the  officer  ~tal.d  him  he  was  i 
want  of  spades  to  go  on  faster  with  the  worlci , 
and  that,  if  the  IndiaDs  wo^lJ  come  in  among  the 
Americans  and  buy  what  thw  could  and  bring  to 
him,  he  would  give  them  a  horse  for  each  apada 
they  would  bring. 

This  hoDur,  on  his  arrival  at  Bayoa  Cbero,  at 
tbe  Choctaw  village^  finding  the  chief  absent,  sent 
off  a  lunnCr  to  notify  him  of  it,  and  to  be  on  his 
guard  againu  the  Amerioans,  for  all  LonisiaDa 
Would  soon  belong  again  to  Spain. 


Mr,  Fulsome,  who  1  oeoaaioaaily  emiey  as  an 

preseat  when  the  ebief 

la  came  in  with  him 


interpreter,  was  t 
this * 


r  reoeived 


LUnwha  said  that  Ihera'was,  at  the  saUe  lime, 
Spaniard  in  die  Choctaw  camp  asleep,  and  that 
aner  the  runner  bad  delivered  his  message,  he 
(Fulsome)  awakened  the  Spaniard,  and  asked 
him  if  he  Knew  anvtbing  of  a  Spanish  force  hav- 
ing arrived  at  the  Oekeknaws,  and  he  said  he  had 
heafd  se. 

An  American  gentleman,  a  Captain  Fristo.  of 
Tennessee,  was  with  me  a  few  honri  ago.  He  is 
lately  from  Nacogdoches,  and  informs  me  that  he 
understood  the  Mffle  when  he  was  at  that  phce. 


Fort  Claiborne,  (NaichUocka,') 

May  3, 1805, 
■Within  these  two  days  I  have  received  infor- 
mation that  the  Spaaiardi  have  absolutely  estab- 
lished tbemaelves,  both  at  Matagorda,  and  the 
Orooquisaa.  Tb^  came  bv  sea,  and  immediately 
oommeaeed  fortimag.  Ta*  informer  is  an  In- 
dian chief  of  the  Choeuws,  who  says  that  a  war- 
rior of  his  nation,  who  has  beau  bnatine  with  die 
Carauknas,  on  the  bay  of  Sl  Bemaiid,  haa  r#r 
turned  loaded  with  Spanish  preeeMs  and  < 
idlng  office! 


,  and  COBB  noder  the  inotectlon  of  the 

&MBiatdt,  who  would  never  ursaka  ibar  oM 
meads }  aad  bid  him  witaess  tbdr  presMt  pro- 
ceeding*, giviDg  la  uademand  that  it  wiu  only 
pRparaiory  to  their  taking  poeeeasion  of  the  cotHH 


pieparaiory  tc 

try  again,  wUoh  would  not  retaaln  long  in  th« 
hands  of  the  Amaricana,  as  they  meut  to  odgs 
themselves  along  tiU  ihev  mt  to  Orleaaai  that 
the  warrior  appeared  to  MUeve  what  was  told 
him,  and  bad  retamed  with  different  idea*  resMo^ 
ing  the  Americans  ihad  be  poaeened  before.  The 
inloTmer  further  save,  that  the  Spanish  troopa 
were  in  want  of  spades,  and  told  this  Indian,  and 
those  who  were  with  him,  that  if  they  woatd 
bring  some  from  this  place,  or  Opelousas,  he  would 
give  tnem  a  horse  for. every  one  delivered. 


NATcaiTOOBxe,  May  31. 18M. 
I  sent  Mr.  Fulsome  to  brluff  in  ibechierand  the 
partv  of  Choctaws,  who  hadlatdy  returned  from 
the  bay  of  St  Bernard,  and  bad  (^ten  an  aceount 
of  the  poets  of  Hatagtmlo  and  the  Oekekesaws 
being  lately  taken  possession  of.  Mr.  Fnlsome 
fooni  them  and  bronffht  them  in.  He  can  sive 
no  certain  account  oi  any  troops  being  ai  Iluta- 
gofdo,  but  be  was  at  the  Oekekesaws,  and  saw 
them;  they  were  building  a  fort:  but  a  small  num- 
ber of  soldiers.  The  chief  says,  the  Bpanish  offi- 
cer advised  him  and  all  his  nation  to  come  to 
them  ]  that  their  great  father  over  the  water  had 
not  forgoiien  them,  and  gave  (bem  not  only  his 
hand  but  his  whole  arm.  He  says  the  party  he 
raw  came  there  by  lend :  but  the  eveaiog  he  left 
the  place,  he  saw  a  vessel  in  the  bay,  that  the  offi- 
cer said  was  coming  to  them  with  a  reinforcemeuL 
He  likewise  saya,  he  heard  they  intended  to  bttild 
forts  soon  al  Opdousa^  Attakapas,  and  Natchito- 
ches,  but  he  did  not  hear  the  officer  say  it. 

Bittaotof  alel^ftomDr.  John  SUey  to  the  Ba*e- 
tvy  of  War,  bled 

NATcnrrocHEB,  JUy2, 1805. 
A  manby  the  Dame  of  St.  Prie  arrived  here  yes- 
terday from  the  Spaulsh  country.  He  speaika 
French :  I  have  hod  some  conversation  with 
him.  He  aays  that  there  are  five  hundred  &mi- 
1  liea  mired  at  St.  Antonio,  settlers,  with  a  con- 
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■idenble  Teiofotoemeot  of  troop ;  aod  that  odi 
hubdred  Boldiers  were  comiog  lo  Nacogdoches 
fiftf  of  whom  were  to  be  iheu  by  (be  15tb  inst. 

Eltract  of  K  lettei  &Qm  (he  uma  (a  the  Mme,  datwl 
NkTcBiTOCBsa^Anguat  8,  ISOfi. 

Oku  pains  ar«  ceriaioly  laken  by  people  liriog 
bere,  aiid  straagen  passing  through, the  counb'y  lo 
iind  from  toward  Mexico,  to  freshea  and  keep  Blire 
the  leoorl  and  belief,  that  this  part  of  the  coQDUy 
ia  not  lOBg  to  leoiain  in  (he  bands  of  the  United 
Stales. 

Tbe  day  before  yesterday  the  Baron  Bastrop, 
an  intienaie  ecquaiotance  of  (he  Marquis  de  Caaa 
Cairo,  pasted  (farough  this  place  from  Orleans  do 
bis  way  lo  Mexico ;  on  that  way  he  took  great 

Kins  Id  circulate  the  report,  and  to  teli  all  the  io- 
bi(anU  be  spoke  with,  (hB(  (be  country  would 
ere  long  be  again  under  theXjlovernmentof  Spain, 
&c.  He  speaks  French,  English,  and  Spanish. 
Assurances  of  (ha(  kind,  from  a  charao(er  like  (he 
Baron,  mako  a  strous  impression  upon  the  minds 
of  [be  uninformed  inliabitantB. 

Extract  of  a  letter  from  Captain  Turner  to  General 
Junes  WiUuDMii],  dated 
FoBT  Cl^lBOBNE,(NATCH[T0CBEa,) 

September  3, 1805. 
About  a  nion(b  ago  Mr.  Shabus,  of  this  plac 
received  a  letter,  dated  St.  Anionic,  from  Padi, 
Puellet,  telling  him  tbat  (he  Commandant  Gene- 
ral, Mr.  Grimare,  direct  from  tbe  Court  of  Spain, 
«u  expected  in  August  at  the  Rio  Grand,  where 
a  great  number  of  the  people  of  the  prorince  of 
Texas  was  to  meet  him;  that  he  was  accompani- 
ed by  seres  companies  coming  to  St.  Antonio 
which  place  be  was  to  make  nis  residence,  ana 
.  that  Captain  Amaogual  was  to  be  slaiioned  with 
his  full  company*  at  Nacogdoches.  Mr.  Shabus 
received  a  passport  from  the  Governor  of  St.  An- 
tonio, and  a  letter  from  the  Bishop,  req^uesting  him 
to  come  oQ  immediately  to  make  preparations  for 
the  Commandant  General.  Said  Shabus  sa^s  tbat 
he,  (the  Commandaoi  Geueral,)  was  high  in  the 
confidence  of  the  Court  of  Spain,  and  sent  on  ac- 
count of  (he  limits.  Six  hundred  families  coming 
from  Spain  to  aetde  Matagordo  had  put  inio  the 
Canary  islaodf, 

.  Extract  of  ■  letlar  from  th>  same  to  the  saua. 
Natcbitoches,  Pobt  Claiborne. 
September  30,  1805. 
The  new  Qoremor,  Antonio  Cordero,  bas  ar- 
rived at  St.  Antonio. 

Two  men  have  just  arrived  from  Nacogdoches, 
one  of  whom  sayH  ne  saw  a  letter  from  Mr.  Barr 
to  Davenport,  written  tU  St  Antonio, saying  that 
he  was  wailing  to  set  oui  with  the  Colonel,  who 
was  to  take  the  command  at  Nacogdochea.  He 
was  to  have  two  companies  with  him,  one  of 
which  was  to  reinforce  tbe  Orcoquisas,  and  tbe 


other  to  be  divided  between  Naecwdoches  and 
Adeis. 

Tbewbiiemcn  emploved  by  the  Indian  Kgeat 
are  now  with  me,  and  relate  tbe  following: 

A(  about  six  days'  match  nearly  south  irest  from 
here,  they  came  in  sight  of  a  sort  of  stockade:,  at 
well  as  (ney  could  jnd^  from  the  distance  t^ey 
saw  it.  They  were  discovered  by  the  garrison, 
and  a  number  of  horsemen  (to  the  amoanl  of  at 
least  fifty)  immediately  sallied  from  oat  or  near 
ihe  picket  work  in  line,  and  gave  (hem  chase.  As 
ihej  apptoached  they  formeaa  half  circle,  in  order 
to  enclose  them.  They,,  the  Americaos,  escaped 
to  the  woods,  which  were  within  a  league;  tbe 
Spaniards  continued  (be  pursuit  aboat  fifieea 
miles.  They  imagined  tbe  fort  or  ]>icket  woi^.ta 
he  about  one  hundred  and  twenty  miles  from  this 
place,  and  is  situated  in  open  ground  in  the  bottom 
of  a  prairie,  at  the  conflueoce  of  (faeTrioityand 
Snow  rivera.'  about  twenty  miles  from  tbe  sea. 
They  were  further  informed  that  the  place  where 
Ihe  fort  is  ivas  called  Orcoquisas. 

Extract  lof'a  letter  from  a  Mr.  Johnson,  son  of  a  Colo- 
'    nel  Jduuon,  of  Eentnckj,  fo  Dr.  Siblej. 

Nacoodocbbb,  Oa.  3, 1805. 
I  have,  chosen  (His  method  of  infoiming  yoo  of 
(be  receipt  of  a  le([er  from  Mr.  Barr,  but  a  feir 
mioutes  since,  which  mentions,  that  be  will  be 
bete  tbe  day  after  to-morrow,  aceotapanied  by  the 
new  commandaal,  who  bad  under  his  charge  two 
companies  of  one  hundred  and  ten  each.  The 
one  IS  to  bestationed  at  the  Trinity  uniii  farlher 
orders,  the  other  is  for  this  place,  with  otdets  to 
make  it  a  place  of  defence. 


ColonrfP 

OpELonsia,  Oct.  13,  1805. 

T'esterday  Jndge  Collins  waited  on  me  and  in- 
formed me  that  the  minds  of  the  citizena  of  the 
district  were  considerably  agitated  on  a  report 
being  in  circulation  that  a  number  of  Spanish 
troops  have  taken  post  on  the  Eelquesboes,  some 
distance  on  this  side  the  Sabine.  Report  says 
tbe  nuinber  does  not  fall  short  of  eight  Jmodred. 
I  have  no  idea  the  force  is  as  strong  as  reported; 
but  that  there  are  some  Spaniib  trot^  in  (hat 
quarrer  I  have  not  the  smalleet  doubL 

Borne  time  before  Capt.  Siille  left  Attakapas, 
he  bad  certain  information  that  a  regular  patrol 
was  kept  up  on  the  Sabine,  and  were  rdievej 
wedcly  from  Ihe  post  of  Naeogdocbea.  Siaee  tbea 
I  have  been  informed  (how  (raly  I  caonoi  say) 
that  two  of  the  inhabitanta  of  thia  eooatry  are 
prisoners  at  that  poit. 

Extract  of  a  letter  from  Governor  Claibora*  to  Ihi 

Secretary  of  War. 

New  Orleans,  Oct.  30, 180&, 

Six  hundred  troops  have  arrived  at  Peusacoli 

from  the  Havana ;  and  it  is  reported  that  the^ 

3S  of  Mobile  and  Baton  Rouge  are  to  recare 

iiderable  reinfoi events.    A  GovernoiGea- 
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'cral  for  the  prorince  of  Tex>i  haa  arrived  at  St. 
AdIodio  ;  be  is  a  Brigadier  Qeneral,  and  laid  to 
po«aeH  military  talents. 

A  fort  is  erected  on  Trinity  river,  and  aboot 
two  liandred  men  (the  greater  p«ri  cavalry)  are 
there  stationed. 

DoeumtaU  to  »how  that  the  letllemtnt  of  Bayou 
Pitrrt,  OR  the  Red  rtocr,  at  whieh  a  prindpai  ag- 
gration.  look  place,  loot  originaJl;/  tiuuU  by  France, 
tohile  Donating  Louitiana,  and  came  to  viepMtet- 
tion  oj"  Spam  only  by  the  general  dtKvvy  o/  Lou- 
itiana to  her,  ana  at  apart  of  it. 

Campti,  is  the  District  of 
Natcbitocheb,  ^M4,  1805. 
Ferflonally  appeared  before  me,  Jobn  Sibley,  one 
of  the  maeistratn  for  the  county  of  N'alchitoches, 
Mary  Pu^gia  Orappe  Foniineaa,  aged  46.  who, 
Ving  duly  cautioned  and  ewoid,  ^poseth  and 
■aith,  that  she  believes  she  was  bora  at  the  aocieot 
Caddo  village,  where  was  an  establishment  of 
Freoch  iohaDilaDts  and  some  soldiers;  and  that 
abe  peifecily  recollects  descending  the  river  with 
ber  father.  She  was  then  six  years  of  age ;  and 
that  her  mother  remained  behind,  to  collect  some 
debts,  aad  came  down  abotitsix  weeks  after;  and 
that  she  had  always  understood  her  family  had 
lived  there  for  a  considerable  Dumber  of  years ; 
and  that  there  were  a  number  of  Frmch  families 
who  had  lived  there  for  many  years. 

'  FONTiNEAU,  Vatee. 
Sworn  to  before  me, 

JOHN  SIBLET./P. 

4 John  Horii,  being  dulv  awom  as  interpreter, 
ire  that  the  above  decUiatioa  of  Mary  Pulo- 


Natcbitocbbb,  8tpt.  15, 1305. 
PanenaUy  appausd  before  me,  John  SiUey, 
one  of  the  Juitices  of  the  Peace  foe  the  cotuty  tf 
NatehitMhc*,  JuIIm  Bcsaon,  an  inhabitaot  of 
Campti,  in  said  county,  aged67,  who,  being  duly 
■w6Tn,  dejMMelh  and  taith,  that  be  well  recollects 
being  carried  from  Natchitoches,  by  his  father,  to 
Ike  anciem  Caddo  village,  commonly  called,  by 
the  cooraa  of  the  river,  about  cne  hundred  and 
seveoty  leaguesabove  Natcfaitoehet,  on  Red  river; 
and  that,  at  that  time,  there  were  living  aeveral 
French  familiat  and  some  soldiers:  the  nam- 
bn  of  soldiers  he  does  not  remember,  but  only 
^at  it  was  a  sergeant'*  command,  (which  ser- 
KtaniwrnttheB  his  lather;)  and  that  his  lather, 
Sy  order  of  the  then  French  Qovemor  Geiieral  of 
Loaisiana,  bnitt  a  smitll  fort  at  said  plaee,  erected 
a  flag  staf^  on  which  the  Frmeh  flu-  .ased  to  be 
hoisted:  the  name  of  (hefortwaacal&d  Sl.Lonis 
de  Carloreito ;  and  that,  from  the  appearance  of 
the  place,  and  everything  be  had  heard  Bod  aoder- 
atood  about  it,  the  esiabtishraent  had  been  made 
for  a  considerable  number  of  years  before  ha  went 
there,  which  is  more  than  fifty  years  ago;  and 
that  he  lived  there  fourteen  or  fifieen  years,  during 
aU  which  time  there  was  obntinoed  a  detachment 
af  Frenah  soldiers  there,  with  a  niunbei  of  French 


familiei,  who  contiamd  to  cultivate  com,  tobaeco, 
and  garden  vegetables ;  and  that  he  recollects  two 
small  pieces  of  cannon  being  there,  and  one  of 
them  bursitDgby  firing;  and  be  believes  the  other 
slipped  into  the  river,  by  an  ezcavniion  of  its  bank, 
as  it  \ttf  near  the  edge  of  the  bank ;  and  that  he 
recoUecIs  there  being  some  mill-stones  there,  but 
has  no  remembranee  of  seeing  them  in  use.  And, 
at  the  same  time"  that  he  lived  at  the  above-nen- 
timed  place,  soma  French  familiu  were  settled 
at  theTatcaMe  point,  so  called,  being  a  part  of 
what  is  now  called  the  Bayon  Pierre  settlement; 
and  ihaxhesameplacehas  continued  to  be  oeon- 
pied  by  French  families  ever  sinee^  and  which  is 
now  under  the  jnrisdictiDn  o<  the  Spanish  Qor- 
crnmeBi,in  the  prorince  of  Teias;  and  that  said 
YattMse  point  nsed  to  be  a  place  of  great  depaeit 
by  Indian  traders,  before  Leaisiana  was  ceded  to 
Spain ;  and  further,  that  he  has  koowledge  that 
some  French  iinnters,  while  Louisiana  betonged 
to  France,  planted  several  .crops  of  corn  more 
than  fifiy  leagues  above  the  ancient  Caddo  vil~ 
lage,Dn  Red  river,  at  or.near  the  minith  of  Boggy 
river,  (or  the  Vassures,  as  it  is  called  ;)  and  tut 
the  settlement  ar  the  old  Caddo  village  was  sbari' 
doned  about  ihiriy-eight  years  ago ;  and  he  be- 
lieves the  cause  of  their  removal  was,  having 
targe  families  of  children  groniog  up  ;  and,  after 
the  cession  of  Louisiana  to  Spain,  the  settlement 
did  not  appear  to  augment,  and  the  families  were 
desirous  their  children  should  hare  the  benefit  of 
a  better  society:  but  that  the  country  is  exceed- 
ingly pleftsaoi  and  fertile, and  capable  of  becom- 
ing a  rich  and  populous  settlement.  And  further 
the  deponent  saith  not. 

JULIBN  BESSON. 

Sworn  before  me,  at  Natchitoches,  the  16th  of 
September,  1805. 

JOHN  sroLBY,  J.  P. 

I,  the  sobscriber,  being  duly  sworn  as  an  intei^ 
pteter  of  the  French  language,  do  hereby  certify 
that  the  above  or  foregoing  deposition  of  Julien 
Besson,  is  truly  interpreted. 

'  J.HORN. 

Natchitocbes,  Sej>t.  16,  1605. 
Personally  appeared  before  me,  John  Sibley, 
one  of  the  Justices  of  the  Peace  in  said  conniy, 
Louis  Lamalaly,  Esq.,  of  Campti,  in  said  county, 
who,  being  duly  svnm,  deposeth  and  saith,  that 
be  is  now,siily-siz  years  of  age ;  and  that  he  waa 
born  at  the  place  now  called  n  ate  hi  toches.  Al- 
though he  was  never  at  the  place  where  the  an- 
cient Caddo  village  was,  he  was  in  the  eonstaot 
habit  of  seeing  the  French  inhabitants,  and  the 
soldiers  who  wete  then  living  aod  stationed  there, 
and  has  no  more  doubt  of  the  fact  than  though  he 
had  seen  it;  he  saw  Mr.  Grappe  and  his  family 
when  they  returned  from  there;  and  further. that 
he  has  knowledge  of  the  ancient  French  establish- 


r.  Vergelired  there  for  a  number  of  years;  and 
It  mH  -place  was  unaUy  a  place  of  dapoait  for 
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the  ItiiliaB  mdeis,&«.  Aad  furilier,.th>i  be  lus 
kfflowledj^  of  Ur.  Boarne,  (Mtaetlf  comauukdiDi 
mt  NaicbiloehN,  haring  ud  a  Irading-^oiue  ea- 
Ublished  on  ibeiouihwett sideoflhe  ^bine  rim. 
and  diatant  from  thai  river  about  atz  leaguaa,  ana 
Aom  NatchUocheB  abovt  fifty  leagaea,  and  abogt 
aorthwcii  from  it;  which  ettaUithmenl  vu  an* 
tKadeat  to  the  Spanish  Qoveraacnt  takiOf  place 
in  LooiciaDa ;  and  diat  the  mbic  place  was  oceu- 
piad  by  etiadry  penen«  af^ermrd,  as  wail  before 
M  Bftar  the  change  of  OovernnMnu;  aad  that  he 
lia*  bem  informed  that  the  mifl-uoDCi  ihai  ware 
at  (he  old  Fmioh  Mtablitbineni  ai  the  ^Caddios, 
liad  Walk  broaght  down  |  and  that,  asaoidin^  to 
tka  bail  cd  hit  recoUection,  it  i*  now  about  tbiity- 
eigfal  year*  liau  the  said  settlement  was  abaa- 
doMd.    Aftd  furiker  ih«  dcponeat  saith  not. 

LOUIS  LAUALATY, 


I,'  the  sobscriber,  being  duly  sworn  ai  ioterpre- 
ter  of  the  Frencb  tangoage,  do  hereby  certify 
that  the  foregoing  declaration  of  Loui«  Lamalaty, 
Esquire,  ia  truly  interpreted  and  tranataicd. 

J.  HORN. 

Natchitochbb,  Sfpi.  16, 1805. 

Penonatly  appeared  before  me,  John  Sibley, 
one  of  the  Justio«B  of  the  Peace  for  said  county, 
Mary  Senes  B  re  veil,' widow  of  Antoine  Orillell*. 
deceased,  who,  being  doLy  sworn,  depoaeih  and 
Mitb,  that,  aftet  she  married  Mr.  Griltette,  she 
went  will)  him  To  (he  ancient  Caddo  village, 
where  she  Temaioed  about  eighteen  months.  Ai 
th^  time,  thwe  were  a  few  French  inhabitant! 
who  settled  and  lived  there,  and  a  French  com- 
mandant, who  was  Mr.  Orapne,  and,  as  near  as 
ahe  recoJIects,  fonr  soldiers ;  tnal  the  Fteoob  in- 
habitanls  ealtivaied  everything  thai  was  eom- 
moD  for  tbe  French  in  other  parts  of  Loniaiapa ; 
Wd  that  she  does  not  recolleei  the  exact  number 
of  years  thai  have  elapsed  since  she  vu,  there, 
but  believes  it  was,  at  least,  ten  years  before  the 
QoveratapUof  Spain  took  place  la  Louisiana; 
and  that  she  always  understood,  by  her  parents, 
■he  was  there  when  a  child,  bui  she  was  too  yoong 
to  hare  temembraoce  of  ic.  Further  the  depo- 
nent nith  not. 

U.  S.  SRG VELL.  ber  x  vark- 

Bwora  to  bafon  me,  at  NatahiloeJief  aforasaid, 
the  dar  and  year  aforasaid, 

-JOHN  SIBLEY,  i.  P. 


I,  the  subscriber  dolr 
the  French  linguage,  do 
above  deposition  of  Dbry  Louisa  Brevell  is  truly 


iworn  as  inlerpreler  of 
hereby  certify  that  the 


3.  HORM. 


Natobitochw,  Sefit.  16, 180S.  - 
PanoBnll^  appeared  before  ma,  Jdhn  StblerrOoe 
t£  the  JBMioee  of  the  Peaea  for  the  oOjUBty  of 
Natchitochea,  John  Baptial*  Otarae.aii  iWbabi- 
luit  of  Campti,  in  said  eountys  aad  bkewiee  ooe 
of  the  iostieee  of  tkePcMalof  Iht  taau,tged 


40  sears,  who,  being  duly  sworn,  deposetb  ami 
saitb)  that,  thirty-Qve  or  tbirty.«iz  vears  uo,  he 
weol  with  his  father  from  Natcbi>oeKea  to  tbe  aa- 
oient  Caddo  village,  whsre  ha  remained  abooi 
four  mofltba.  At  ^t  tinve,  there  wars  .do  fasu- 
lies  or  soldiers  there,  but  the  housea  of  the  Preack 
families  who  had  lived  there  but  a  few  rears  be- 
fore, together  with  the  fort,  flag  siafi^  and  the  fa«i- 
raclis  or  house  occupied  by  the  soldiers,  irere  all 
standing  entire;  and  that  his  father  told  him 
which  of  the  fields  and  houses  bis  family  had  oc- 
cupied for  a  number  of  years ;  and  likewiee,  lie  re- 
ibers  to  have  seen  in  the  fort  tbe  q     ' 


that  lie  recollects  his  father  used  to  call  the  dis- 
iBDce  froip  Natchitoches  to  said  place  br  wytet 
about  the  siune  as  from  Natchitoches  to  NewOt- 


families,  particularly  a  Mr.  Verge  and  Mr.  <le  Co- 
to,  living  at  the  Yattassee  Doiot,  so  called,  aa4 
that  he  always  understood  Iney  had  lived  these 
for  many  rears  before  Louisiana  was  ceded  lo 
Spain ;  ana  that  the  same  place  has  always  con- 
tinued to  be  occupied  by  some  French  inhabi- 
tants  and  ii  situated  on  tbe  western  division  of 
Red  River  about  twenty-fire  leagues  above  Natch- 
ilocbes,  and  is  now  part  of  what  is  called  the  Ba- 
you Pierre  seillemeat,  under  the  jarisdieiioo  of 
the  Spacieh  Qovernmeut,  in  ihe  prorioce  of  Tex- 
as: and  that  he  has  been  several  times  at  a  place 
called  tbe  Dont,  on  the  east  bank  of  the  Sabino 
river,  at  a  pnjite,  md  towards  the  head  of  said 
where  there  was  the  appearance  of  aome 


bees  hoisted,  and  tbe  arms  of  the  Eiog  OL 
buried.    Further  tbe  4Meaeni  saith  noL 

BTE.  GRAPPS. 
Sworn  to  before  lae,  at  NaieUwebei,  the  t6th 
day  of  September,  1S06, 

JOHN  SIBLBY,  J.  P. 

I,  the  aobsuriber,  b^ng  duly  sworn  •■  aa  iamf 
pretei  of  tbe  French  ha^n^ge,  do  harehr  cei^y 
that  dw  foregoing  depontie-     '  '  '-  '^----  -- 

Qnippa  Is  tr)ily  iLte^nied  ai 


tv«ge,  do  hareor  ceru 
uioD  of  joha  Bf^tu 
d  and  Uvulated. 


NATcatTOCBBs,  S^.  22,  IfiOS. 
PmoaaUy  apneaiad  be&rc  mt.  Jghn  Bibler,  «■* 
of  the  Justices  of  the  Peaoa  for  tRe  cooaty  of  Nat- 
chitochasr  Francois  CMapp^  of  Caippu,iB  caU 
county,  aged  57,  who,  betag  duly  aworn,  atfaietk 
-  nd  saith,  (hat  to  the  beat  oihis  uowledge  aad  bo- 
a£  be  was  bwn  Mar  (he  aQoient  Caddo  liUan 
on  Bad  rirer,  which,  by  the  ooune  of  (h«  river,  tic 
believes  to  be  upwards  of  five  huDdred  miles  atiorc 
Natehitoobea,  where  hit  parents  then  U'ed,  asd 
had  lived,  tw  believes,  a  Dumber  of  yean  befera 
he  was  born,  and  where  ibey  coptiBued  to  lin 
until  he  was  sixteen  or  aeveoteaa  yeua  of  agb 
As  long  ago  as  he  ean  reiwnnbcr,  ha  receUssis  ft 
Hi.  FtmVM  H*rrey,a  FiMobgq«|IemM|f(*"W 
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A«N,  aod  who,  he  QBdeniood  wis  the  fint  wkU« 
man  that  settled  there ;  and  that  hi*  ftther  Milled 
there  about  two  ream  afltr.  Bnt  be  always  nn- 
der«too4  there  hail  beeD  a  Ktafmaj  of  Pienoh 
tnulan  wttled,  for  a  nanber  of  f*u»,  about  forty 
mUea  higher  tip  th«  rinr,  aad  that  Mr.  HarTejr 
WMOUMoribent;  but  tbay  watebrokea  ap  before 

ha  was  bom ;  it  wa*  always  called  "'  " 

And  that,  during  the  whole  tima 
ancient  Caddo  lillaga,  than  ware  inree  aeiueQ 
&Bilie«,  beiide*  a  nun^Mr  of  single  persons,  and 
a  detaehateat  of  eoldiora )  aad  that  the  nntnbM  of 
•otdien  aeiignad  by  the  ITicseh  GoTemmant  for 
that  pest  WW  always  fifiaee,  bat  he  nefer  knew 
the  nnmbei  eompletej  aad  thai  his  father  was 
eommandaot  of  the  place  for  many  yean,  and 
was  succeeded  by  a  llr.  Cloeo,  who  oontinBed 
to  baaeooatnanduit  until  it  was  abandoned,aAeT 
theeassion  of  Louisiana  loBpala;  and  that  his 
&ith«r,  by  order  of  the  OoTcmor  of  Loouiaaa. 
built  a  small  foft  there,  in  which  were  two  ■mall 
pieces  of  canon,  aad  in  which  was  a  fbg-aia^  on 
which  the  French  flag  was  oecasioaally  hoisud } 
be  belie*«s  that  the  whole  time  that  that  place 
was  ocoapied  by  the  Fnneb  »■  a  military  post 
aitd  a  settlement  of  familice  wa*  about  thirty 
yearsj  and  that  the  iahaUlanti  pursued  the  same 
Bffricuture  that  was  then  common  in  other  parts 
A  the  French  settlements  of  Louisiana,  ra. 
eora,  tobacco,  indigo,  cotton,  and  garden  T^ela- 
bUs,  with  some  wheat,  wfateh  grew  well;  but, 
hanng  no  way  of  manufacturing  ftaor,  there  wac 
but  Utile  wheat  raised,  thoogh  there  was  a  pair 
of  aiccUcnt  Eoropcao  mill-atonea  and  mUl-irons 
there,  but  wet*  not  in  nse  in  his  lime }  the  aUHiea 
ke  Ml 

they  were  carried  to  Opdt 
they  had  been  earriod  to  the  OaMo  ooaatry  by 
the  Company,  as  it  was  ealled :  Aad  that  he  has 
kaowladn  «  a  Ftcoch  trading  crtahliehmtnt  be- 
ing  at  a  plae*  ealled  the  Doni,  an  the  Bahiae  rifer, 
acar  whm  Iks  Nandaeo  Ifldiaas  sow  lire;  and 
that  it  was  aa  aacient  aslaUiahiBeet,  and  a  plaee 
of  gtaat  bade  aad  rcMri  at  the  time  his  faihes^ 
familf  lind  at  the  Cad4os ;  and  that  he  has  ecr- 
eral  time*  been  at  the  ptaee ;  the  Fieach  flag  used 
10  be  hoiated  there,  aad  there  arc  the  remains  of 
the  building  and  works  noTtobeacen;  aad  that 
the  Dont  IS  about  one  huadiad  and  fiftyl.miles 
aorthwcst  from  Natohttoches.  And  that  thto 
was,  at  the  same  time,  a  similBt  Xradiag  establish- 
meni  and  a  number  of  settled  French  families 
at  the  Yattasse  point,  on  the  southwest  difision 
of  Red  rirer,  ahent  twwniy-iTe  leagties  above 
Hatchiioehes,  in  what  ia  now  ealled  the  Bayou 
Pierre  scttlciBeat,  whieh  is  oew  under  the  jnri»- 
diction  of  Spain,  and  wUch  place  Is  bow,  and 
ever  has  coaliaoed  to  bfc  ocoapied  by  Freach  in- 
hahitaals,  and  some  of  whom  haye  aacicnl  Prcneh 
mnts  M  titles  for  their  lands ;  and  that  Mr. 
Vem,  who  tired  there  for  a  naatbcr  of  Tears  be- 
fan  Iionisiaaa  was  ceded  to  Spain,  had  tbe  ez- 
elosire  Indian  trade  granted  him,  by  the  French 
OoTemor  Oeneial  of  Loaiiiaaa,  of  Troiseanoes 
or  Tiuacanos,  the  Reychies,  Yattassea,  and  ser- 
atal  other  Iribea  that  iLen  lived  on  the  livcr  Bt- 


biae,  and  southward  aad  westward  of  it,  in  what 
is  now  ealled  the  province  of  Texas. 

FRANCOIS  GRA.PPE. 
Sworn  to  before  me,  the  30th  of  September, 
18(», 

JOHN  SIBLEY,  J.  P. 
The  subscriber  being  dulv  sworn  interpreter  of 
ihe  French  language,  doe»  hereby  certify  that  the 
foregoing  dcclarscion  of  Ftaofois  Orappe  is  truly 
iaierpteted  and  translaied- 

J.  HORN. 


Natobitoobes,  October  2, 1806. 
Personally  appeared  before  me,  John  Sibley, 
one  of  the  Justises  of  the  Peace  for  tbe  county  ot 
Nalehitoehcs,  Oaspard  Bodin,  Lewis  Bodin,  aad 
Andrew  Chainar,  all  of  NatBhilochcs  aforesaid, 
who.  being  duly  sworn,  depMcd  and  said,  that,  on 
the  Bth  day  of  Septcmbist  last,  tb«y,  the  deponeats, 
were  all  travelling  in  company  from  Natehitoche* 
to  Opeloaaas,  on  the  usual  road;  and  that,  when 
wiihui  fotiriaen  or  fiAeen  nius  of  Opelousas 
ehnrch,  they  were  met  by  five  armed  Spanish  sol- 
diers on  horseback,  who  drew  their  arms  upon 
them,  and  ordered  them  to  stop.  One  of  the  de- 
ponents (Madam  Bodin,)  who  speaks  Spaniik 
well,  asked  the  one  who  appeared  to  be  tbe  com- 
mander of  (be  party .  wMi  business  he  had  to  order 
them  to  stop,  tnat  laey  were  all  of  them  Ameri- 
cans, and  that  was  American  gtoond.  The  com- 
mander of  the  Spanish  parly  replied,  that  he  had 
a  right  to  command  there,  and  would  do  as  he 
pleased,  aad  that  he  most  nave  sacb  a  horse  for 
Ihe  OS*  of  the  King,  (pointing  to  Mr.  Chamai^ 
beal  horta)  which  be  imnkcdiately  took  posseseion 
of,  and  took  awav  with  tham,  proceeding  on  the 
Nacogdccha  tota,  aad  ibe  dep«»ni  Gbanar  has 
una  scea  «r  heard  of  his  horse  since. 

OASPARD  BODIN, 


NaTonrrocaiB,  Oct.  3,  ISOSu 
PenaoaUy  amcared  before  ma,  John  Sibley,  a 
Jnaliee  of  the  Peace  for  the'  seoanty  of  Natahito- 
ches,  Francis  Roban,  of  said  Natehitoehea,a«d 
twaaty-uttc  years,  who.  being  duly  awom,  M- 
poaelh  and  salth,  thai,  about  the  lOih  of  Seplen- 
bef  last,  himself,  being  in  the  employ  of  Uesan. 
OUver  and  Case,  of  Natchitoches,  was,  with  Ja- 
seph  Loca*,  conducting  from  the  Caddo  natioa  ut 
Naichiloches  eighiaaa  horses,  packed  with  aboat 
deren  hnndred  deer  skint;  and  in  the  Bayan 
Pierre  sdtleaMiU  they  stopped  for  Ihe  oigh^  at 
the  planution  of  a  Hr.  Pouol  Nail  mocning, 
the  deponent  had  occasion  to  go  to  the  houaa  of 
Mr.de  Soto,  about  a  half  a  league  distant,  who  is 
a  syndic,  and  at  whote  bonsc  the  detaehawat  of 
Sj^lsb  soldiers  on  guard  is  slatioocdi  soob  after 
hu  arrival  at  da  Soto's  house,  a  corporal  of  the 
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gnard  calledbim,  (hedepoa«nt,iato  aBinaU&patt- 
meni,  in  de  Solo's  hoQae,  Dodet  tbe  preteace  of 
■petking  to  him;  as  aooa  as  he  ediered  the  room, 
tne  coiporal  told  him  he  was  a  prisoner,  and 
placed  a  seDtiael  at  the  doaij  then  told  him  ther 
wanted  to  take  Olirer  and  Case,  or  either  of  them, 
aud  thai,  if  ihef  did  Qot  Gad  Oliret  and  Caae,  that 
he,  the  depoaent  should  pay  for  it.  Thef  kept 
him  then  coafioed  ill  the  room,  from  about  eig-ht 
)D  the  mOTBiog  till  one,  afteiDoon;  they  then  re- 
moved the  deponent  on  his  own  tiorte,  with  one 
armed  soldier  before  him  and  another  behind, 
and  ordered  him  to  show  Oliver  and  Case.  He 
conducted  them  in  this  manner  abotit  eight  miles, 
where  he  understood  Mr.  Case  had  been  to  Mr. 
Dolev'a.  Arriving  ther«,  and  not  finding  him, 
the  deponent  was  left  at  Mr.  Doler'a  under  a 
suard,  and  the  corporal  went  to  some  housM  near 
by  in  the  Deighborhood,  to  March  for  him,  bat 
ccnld  not  find  him;  after  which,  they  set  off  in 
the  same  order  in  which  they  cam^  to  rUum 
back  to  de  Bolo'a.  On  tbvir  way  they  discovered 
a  fresh  trail  of  horses  crossing  the  road,  and  lead- 
ing from  Mr.  Foisot's  plantation  towards  the 
plantation  of  Mr.  Robl«BU,  which  they  concluded 
to  be  the  trail  of  Luca*,  with  the  packs,  dtc.  The 
deponent  then  attempted  to  escape  from  them,  bat 
was  overtaken,  and  liad  with  bis  hands  benind 
him,  with  a  coarse  hair  rop«;  they  then  put  him 
1  his  horse,  one  of  the  Spaniards  leading  his 
arse  by  a  rope  aod  another  follovmg  behioa  and 


the  deponent's  hands  ' 


It  w 


it  that 


time,  towards  eight  o'clock  in  the  evening;  the 
moon  shone  briehi,  they  followed  the  trail  lead- 
ing towards  RoUeau's  plantation  about  two  and 
a  half  miles,  and  found  «U  the  pack-horses  graz- 
ing. The  Spaniardtwentimmediatetytogather- 
ing  them  up,  and  took  possession  of  ihem  all, 
drove  them  into  a  pen  beloogiog  to  the  plantation, 
and  placed  a  guard  over  them;  after  which  they 
nntied  the  depooent,  and  drove  him  into  the  pen 
with  the  horses,  where  they  kept  him  under  guard 
among  the  horses  the  remainder  of  the  night. 

Af^er  the  horses  and  deponent  were  thus  pen- 
qed  Dp  together,  the  corpora)  armed  himself  with' 
a  pair  of  pistols,  and,  with  a  rope  under  his  coat, 
tat  off  for  Lucas's  camp,  the  light  of  which  was 
in  sight,  saying  he  woatd  go  and  tie  Lucas.  He 
was  gone  about  a  quarter  of  an  hour,  when  he 
came  rnnninr  hack  much  out  of  breath,  and  ex- 
claimed! "Blast  [be  Indian,  he  wanted  to  shoot 
me  with  his  arrow."  Soon'after,  the  Indian  came 
ttp;  the  corporal  took  hiagun  and  preeen^ed  it  at 
the  ludian,  who  replied,  "  You  haa  best  be  easy, 
for  I  am  not  a  child ;  you  may  thank  me  that  you 
ate  here  now."  The  corporal  then  spoke  to  the 
Indian,  told  him  be  was  sorry  for  what  he  had 
done,  it  was  in  passion,  shook  hands  with  him, 
dtc  The  Indian,  who  was  a  Yattasae,  tb«D  told 
the  deponent  to  tell  the  corporal  that  he,  the  Span- 
iard, had  wanted  to  take  Lucas,  but,  if  he  had  have 
taken  him,  he  should  not  have  tied  him  or  taken 
him  off.  The  Indian  afterwards  related  to  him, 
the  deponent,  how  the  corporal  oarae  to  ibe  fire, 
whae  Loaai  and  himself  were  ettcanpedi  Lneaa 


saw  him  cotning  and  rose  up ;  the  corporal  called 
out  to  bim,  and  told  him  he  wanted  to  speak  u 
him ;  Lucas  naw  him  armed  and  saw  the  rope 
he  had,  and  retreated  a  few  steps  from  the  fire ; 
the  corporal  told  him  to  stop,  or  be  woald  aboot 
him ;  Lucas  told  bim^  he  would  not  atop,  and 
ran  oS.  The  Indian,  at  the  same  moment,  drew 
his  bow  to  shoot  the  corporal,  who  tikewiaa  laa 
and  hid  himself  in  the  cornfield.  The  deponent 
further  aaith,  that,  while  he  was  imprisoned  in 
the  horte-pen  with  -the  horses,  the  Indian  came 
into  the  pen  to  him,  and  rcniaioed  with  him  Ibe 
remaindw  of  the  nighti  Some  time  iit  the  itifffat 
he  proposed  to  the  deponent  to  assist  him,  aad 
they  would  tie  the  two  Spaniards,  and  take  at 
the  horse*,  but  if  he  was  afrud  to  attempt  that, 
he,  the  Indian,  would  kill  them  both,  if  the  de- 
ponent wimld  consent  to  it.  The  deponent  fiir- 
ther  said,  that,  the  next  morning,  the  Spaniard* 
sat  off  with  him  and  all  the  borsea  for  de  Soto^ 
house ;  and  as  they  were  going  by  Hr.  Poiaot's 
house,  on  their-way  he  requested  leave  to  go  in  u> 

Eet  a  drink  of  water,  and  made  bis  escape  out  of  a 
nek  door,  hid  himself  in  a  cotton  field,  frtim 
thence  into  a  thicket^  where  he  remained  itid  till 
ni^hc,  leaving  his  horse.  Mddle,  and  bddle  at  Hr. 
Poisol's  gate,  which  the  Bpaoiardstook  posaeaaioD 
of.  In  the  evening,  he  came  into  Mr.  Poiaot** 
house,  Mr.  Poisot  gave  him  soaie  viciuaix,  and 
advised  him  to  make  the  beat  of  his  way  to  Naah- 
itQcbet,  for  the  Spaniards  were  determined  to 
catch  him,  and  had  given  him  positive  inatrnc- 
tions  to  take  him  if  he  could,  and  bind  him,  and 
bring  him  to  the  guard  ;  and  that  alt  the  horses 
they  had  started  off  for  Nacogdoche.  The  depo- 
nent sat  off  immediately,  and  travelled  all  ni^it, 
avoiding  as  much  as  he  could  the  main  raad,  tiB- 
derstanffing  that  there  were  Spaniuds  posted  on 
the  road  to  waytarhim.  About  an  hour  before 
dayliffat  he  arrived  at  Mr.  Doley's  and  found  the 
Spaniards  had  arrived  there,  with  all  the  horaas 
before  him,  aad  eentinel  guarding  Aem ;  his  own 
horse  amoag  the  lest.  £nd  further  the  depoooit 
said  noL  FRANCIS  ROBAN, 
Sworn  before  me,  JOHN  8IBLBY,  Ji  P. 
[The  foregoing  papers  wftre  referred  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  House  of  Representatives  on  the 
6th  December,  1805.  The  Committee  made  a 
report  to  the  House,  January  3, 1806,  for  which 
see  supplemental  Journal  to  House  Debates,  ante, 
page  1117.]        ■    

FRANCE. 

[Communicated  to  CongreM,  Jannaij  10,  1806.] 
n  (Ae  SmaU  of  the  Vnittd  Statu.- 

ipliance  with  the  reqnest  of  the  Senate, 
[  in  their  reaolntion  of  December  37,  I 
lay  before  them  such  documents  and  paper* 
(there  being  no  other  infbrmarionia  mypOBM- 
sion)  as  relate  to  complaints  made  by  the  Qortn- 
ment  of  France  against  the  commerce  carried  oo 
by  the  cicizms  of  the  United  States  to  the  Fns^ 
islands  of  St.  Domingo. 
Jut.  ID,  1906.  TH.  JEFPSBSON. 
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Gmoal  TnnMtt  to  th»  aecreUir  of  Bute. 

The  andenif^ed,  MmUier  Plenipoieiiiiarr  of 
His  Imperial  KndRerKl  Majeslj  to  His  EicellcD- 
ey  tiM  Prwideiil  of  the  United  Slates  of  America, 
has  testified,  in  his  eooTersttions  viih  the  Sec- 
KttTf  of  State,  bia  joBt  disconieDt  with  the  com- 
tnercul  relations  wbicb  manf  citizens  of  different 
States  of  the  Union  maintain  with  the  rrtels  of 
averjr  cirior.vho  have  momentarflr  withdrawn  the 
colony  of  St.  Domingo  from  the  legal  authority. 

The  principles  ininriguslf  affected  by  anch  a 
commerce,  or  rather  b}'^  such  a  system  oi^ robbery, 
(brigandage,)  are  so  evident.  aogeQeially  acknow- 
ledged, and  adopted,  not  only  by  all  oaiions  who 
kav*  a  colonial  system  to  defend,  bnt  even  by  those 
who  bave  none,  and,  moreover,  even  by  CTery 
wise  people  to  wbalsoever  political  agKregaiion 
they  may  belong,  that  the  statesman,  irbe  has  not 
■oat  every  idea  of  justice,  of  humanity,  and  of  pub- 
lic law,  can  no  more  contest  their  wisdom  than 
their  existence.  And  certainly  the  undersigned, 
in  findiog  himself  called  by  his  duty, as  well  ashy- 
his  inclination,  io  the  bosom  of  a  friendly  people, 
and  bear  the  respectable  Chief  that  directs  its  Qov- 
ernmenl ;  certainly  the  undersigned  onght  not  to 
have  expected  that  bis  first  political  relations 
would  have  for  their  object  a  complaint  so  serions, 
aa  infraction  so  manifest  of  law  the  most  sacred 
and  the  beat  observed  by  every  nation  under  the 
dominioii  of  civilization. 

Bm  il  was  not  enough  for  some  citizens  of  the 
United  States  to  convey  munitions  of  everv  kind 
to  the  rebels  of  St.  Domingo,  to  that  race  ot  Afri- 
can slaves  the  reproach  and  the  refuse  of  nature ; 
it  was  moreover  necessary  to  insure  the  aucces^  of 
this  ignoble  and  criminal  traffic  by  the  use  of  force. 
The  vessels  deatined  to  protect  it  are  conatmcted, 
loaded,  armed  in  all  the  ports  of  the  Union,  under 
the  eyes  of  the  American  People,  of  ita  particular 
anthorilteq.  and  of  the  Federal  Government  itself: 
and  this  Qovernment,  which  has  taken  for  the 
basis  of  its  piriitical  career  the  moat  scrupulons 
aquity  aikd  the  most  impartial  neutrality,  does  not 

Withont  donto,  and  notwithstanding  the  pro- 
famd  eonsidaration  with  which  the  Minister  Pls- 
nipotCBtiary  of  the  French  Empire  is  penetrated 
for  the  Gtoverament  of  the  Union,  he  might  enlarge 
still  fntlber  upon  the  Mfleetions  aa^ested  by  such 
a  ataM  of  thmga— a  eircamatanoe  so  important, 
ao  nnenieeted.  Batit  would  be  equally  aaaSict- 
ingfor  him  to  dwell  npon  it,  to  state  ilsoonsequen- 
eea,  as  it  woald  be  for  the  OovenimAit  to  hear 
diam. 

The  Seontary  of  State,  who  perfeetljr  knows 
the  justice  vf  the  prineij^es,  and  toe  legitimacy  of 
the  rights  refened  to  ia  this  note,  will  M  of  opin- 
ion, that  neither  are  sosceptihle  of  discnnioa ;  be- 
caiue,  a  principle  aniverally  assented  t»,  a  ri^^t 
^CBerally  estauiabed,  is  ■«  ver  diaeniaed,  or,  at  least, 
la  disoDMed  in  vain.  The  only  way  open  fw  the 
ndress  of  Aese  complaints,  Is,  ta  pat  an  end  to  the 
tolarance  which  priMlaeM  them,  and  which  daily 


anravaiesthwri 
noorwrer,  this  aot^  lonadcd  njwfi  faets  not  less 


iroMiaeqnc 
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CTidaut  than  iba  prin^plea  which  they  infract, 
9th  Coir.~39 


does  not  permit  the  undersigned  to  doubt  that  the 
GoTernment  of  the  United  States  will  take  the 
most  prompt,  as  well  as  (he  moat  effeciual  prohihi- 
torv  measures,  in  order  to  pat  an  end^to  its  caose; 
and  heseizes  with  eagerness  this  occasion  of  renew- 
ing to  the  Secretary  of  State  the  assurance  of  his 
high  consideration. 

TURREAU. 

General  Tuitmu  to  the  BacreUiy  of  State. 

Wasbihotom,  January  3, 1806. 

Sia:  Formal  orders  of  my  Qovemment  oblige 
me  10  insist  npon  the  contents  of  my  official  note  of 
the  14th  of  October  last,  relative  to  the  commerce 
which  some  inhabitants  of  the  United  Statea  main- 
tain with  the  rebels  of  Bl.  Domingo. 

^ol  receiving  nny  answer  to  that  note,  I  had 
room  to  hope  that  the  Government  of  the  Union 
would  take  prompt  and  effeciual  measures  to  put 
an  end  to  the  causes  which  produced  it;  but  your 
silence  towards  me,  especially  in  relation  to  St. 
Domingo,  and  that  of  your  Gorernment  towards 
Congress,  impose  upon  me  the  dutv  of  recallioK 
to  your  recollection  the  said  official  note,  and  oT 
renewing  to  you  my  complaints  upon  the  tolerance 
given  to  en  abuse  as  shocking,  as  contrary  to  the 
law  of  nations,  as  it  is  to  the  treaties  of  peace  and 
friendship  existing  between  Fiance  and  the  Uni- 
ted Slates. 

I  wilt  not  recur,  sir,  to  the  different  cicumstan- 
ces  which  have  attended  the  commerce  with  the 
revested  part  of  Si.  Domingo ;  to  the  scandalous 
publicity  siren  to  its  abametul  success ;  to  the  re- 
wards ana  encomiums  prostituted  upon  the  crews 
of  armed  vessels,  whose  destination  is  to  protect 
the  voyages  to  carry  munitions  of  every  kind  to 
the  rebels,  and  thns  to  nourish  rebellion  and  rob- 

You  ought  not  to  be  surprised,  sir,  that  I  call 
anew  the  atiratioa  of  the  American  Gorernment 
to  this  subject.  His  excellency  M.  Talleyrand 
hasalready  testified  his  discontent  loGeneral  Arm- 
strong, yout  Minister  Plenipotentiary  at  Parks; 
and  you  will  be  of  opinion,  that  it  is  at  length 
time  to  pursue  formal  measures  against  every  ad- 
venlsre  to  the  poru  of  Si.  Domingo  occupied  by 
the  rebels.  The  system  of  tolerance  which  pro- 
duces this  commerce,  which  suffers  its  being  arm- 
ed,which  encourages,  by  impunity,  its  exienaioB 
and  its  excesses,  cannot  longer  remain ;  and  tha 
Emperor  and  King  my  master  expects  from  the 
dignity  and  candor  of  the  Gorernment  of  the 
Union  that  an  end  be  put  to  it  promptly. 

I  add  to  this  despatch  a  copy  of  the  official  not* 
which  has  been  alreadv  transmitted  to  you.  I 
earnestly  request,  sir,  that  you  acknowledge  the 
receipt  of  both ;  and  receive  anew  assurances  of 
my  high  consideration.  _ 

TURREAU. 

[Endowd  in  General  Anutrong'a  letter  to  the  Secie- 

tar;  of  State,  of  the  10th  AngBSt,  1805.] 

From  M.  TaUeynnd  t»  Gensial  knmAtaag. 

Sia :  I  hare  sereral  times  had  the  honor  to  call 

yom  attta(i(Mi  to  the  conuaeioe  curied  on  ftom 
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the  ports  of  die  TJniled  States,  to  those  of  St.  Do- 
'  miDgo  oeogpied  by  the  rebels.  The  coramerciai 
communicBtioDs  would  appear  lo  be  ulniott  daily 
increased.  In  order  lo  corer  their  true  destioBlioa, 
the  vessels  a\e  cleared  for  the  West  Indies,  with- 
out a  iDore  parlieulat  designation  of  (he  place; 
and,  with  the  aid  of  these  conniDissions,  provwioni, 
arnu,  and  other  objects  of  sumily,  of  which  ihef 
■tand  in  need,  are  carried  to  toe  rebeb  of  St.  Do- 
mingo. 

Although  these  adventures  may  be  no  more 
than  the  result  of  private  speenlatioos,  the  QoT- 
eioment  of  the  United  States  is  not  the  less  en- 
gaged to  putBD  end  lo  them,  by  aconsequence  of 
the  obligatioDs  which  bind  together  all  the  civi- 
lized Powers,  all  those  who  are-io  a  state  of  peace. 
No  Government  can  second  the  spirit  of  revolt  of 
the  subjects  of  another  Power;  and,  as  in  this 
itateof  things  it  cannot  maintain  communications 
with  them,  It  ou^ht  not  to  favor  thote  which  its 
own  subjects  maintain. 

It  is  impossible  that  the  Government  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  should  longer  sliat  its  eyes  upon  ihe 
commuoicaiions  of  their  commerce  with  St.  Do- 
mingo. The  advemuresforthatisland  are  making 
with  a  scandulous  publicity.  They  aresupported 
by  armed  vessels.  At  ibeir  return,  feastsare  ^iven 
in  order  to  vaunt  the  success  of  their  specutaiions; 
■tid  the  acknowledgment,  even  the  eulogies  of 
Governmeol  are  so  much  relied  upon,  that  it  is  a' 
these  feasts,  and  in  the  midst  of  an  immense  con- 
course, where  are  found  tbe  first  auiborities  of  the 
country,  that  tbe  principles  of  the  Government  of 
Bayti  are  celebrated,  and  that  vows. are  made  for 
its  duration. 

I  have  the  honor,  sir,  to  transmit  to  your  Excel- 
lency an  extract  of  an  American  journal,  in  which 
are  contained  sundry  details  of  a  feast  given  in  the 

Sirt  of  New  York,  on  board  of  a  convoy  which 
ad  arrived  from  St.  Domingo.  . 

Tbe  ninth  toast,  ^iven  to  the  Government  of 
Hayti,  cannot  fail,  sir,  to  excite  your  indignation. 
It  is  act,  after  having  covered  everytbintr  with 
blood  and  with  ruins,  that  the  rebels  of  St.  Do- 
mingo ought  to  have  found  apologists  in  a  nation 
tbe  friend  of  France. 

But  they  do  not  stop  at  their  first  speculations. 
The  company  of  merchants,  which  gave  a  feast 
on  the  return  of  their  adventure,  is  preparing  a 
second  convoy,  and  proposes  to  place  it  under  the 
escort  of  aeverai  armed  ves.<els. 

1  have  the  honor,  sir,  to  give  you  this  informa- 
tion, in  order  that  you  may  be  pleased  to  call  the 
most  seriou*  attention  of  your  Government  to- 
wards a  series  of  facts,  which  it  becomes  its  dig- 
niiv  and  candor  no  longer  to  permit.  The  Fed- 
eral Government  caqnot  so  far  separate  itself  from 
tbe  inbabitants  of  the  United  States,  as  to  permit 
to  them  acts  and  communications  which  it  thinks 
itself  bound  to  interdict  to  itself,  or  as  to  think 
tbat  it  can  dLstingULsh  its  own  responsibility  from 
that  of  its  subjects,  when  there  lain  quesiion  an  un- 

Eralleied  revolt,  whose  circumstances  and  whose 
rrlble  consequences  must  alarm  all  nations,  and 
who  are  all  equally  interested  in  seeing  it  cease. 
FraocB  ought  to  ejpeM  Ihim  tbe  smicr  of  the 


United  Stales,  and  His  Majesty  charts  me,  air, 
to  request,  in  his  name,  tbat  they  iaterdict  evety 
private  adventure,  which,  under  any  pretext  of 
desigUBiion  whatever,  may  be  destined  to  tiie 
ports  of  St.  Domingo  occupied  by  the  rebels. 

Receive,  Geueralj  the  assurances  of  mj  high 
consideralioD.  C.  M.  TALLEYRAND. 

To  His  Bio't  Oen.  ARHaTBom^ 
Minufer  PlmipoteHtiaty  of  Of  U.  8. 

From  M,  Talleyrvid  to  General  Atmstrang. 
Fuiis,  (29th  Thermidor,  IStA  year^ 
August  13,  1805. 

Sir  :  Since  t^e  letter  I  had  the  honor  to  write 
you,  on  the  Sod  Thermidor^  concenuDg'  the 
armanaents  which  were  making  in  the  poru  of  tbe 
United  States  for  the  western  part  of  8l  Domingo, 
fresh  information  upon  tbis  point  confirtos  everj- 
tbiiw  which  had  been  received.  The aiJvcfilarei 
for  Su  Domingo  are  publicly  made;  veaaels  are 
armed  for  war  to  protect  the  convoys;  and  it  i* 
in  virtue  of  contracts  entered  into  between  Dea- 
salinea  and  American  merchants,  that  tbe  latter 
send  him  supplies  and  muoitions  of  war. 

I  idd,  sir,  to  the  letter  which  I  have  the  honor 
to  wtite  tdyou,  a  copy  of  a  sentence  given  at  Hali- 
fax, in  the  matter  of«  merchant  of  New  Torfc, 
who  bad  conveyed  into  the  revolted  part  of  St. 
Domingo  three  cargoes  of  gunpowder,  aod  who 
was  taken  on  his  raturn  bjr  an  English  frigate. 

If  even  in  the  English  tribunal,  where  this  prize 
was  condemned,  the  whole  island  of  Si.  DocoitiKa 
was  considered  as  a  French  oolooy,  how  oan  lEa 
Federal  Government  tolerate  that  the  rebek  of 
this  colony  should  continne  to  receive  from  Amer- 
ica succors  against  tbe  parent  coupiry  1  It  is  im- 
possible that  thatGoverDmentsbould  be  ignonnt 
of  the  armaments  making  in  )U  ports.  Too  much 
publicity  is  giveji  to  them  not  to  render  it  respon- 
sible ;  and  it  ought  to  perceive  tbat  it  is  conlrmrT 
to  every  system  of  peace  and  good  fiieadihip  to 
sufler  longer  in  ila  ports  aimameBts  evidently  di- 
rected agsinst  France. 

Without  doubt  the  Federal  OoTnamcni  would 
not  wish,  in  order  to  favor  certain  private  speen- 
lations,  to  give  new  facilities  to  rebdlion  aaa  rob- 
bery (brigandage:)  tbe  tderaoce  of  a  commerce 
so  scandalous  would  be  unworthy  of  iL  Neither 
your  Government  nor  His  Majesty  can  be  any 
longer  iodifiereni  to  it;  and,  aa  the  serionsBeas a< 
tbe  facts  which  occasion  this  complaint  obli^ 
His  Majesty  to  etmsider  as  good  prize  ererylhiag 
which  shall  enter  the  port  of  Si.  Domingo  occu- 
pied by  the  rebels,  and  everything  coming  oat,  he 
persttadea  himself  that  the  GorernnaeDt  of  the 
United  States  wilt  take,  on  its  part,  against  this 
commerce,  at  once  illicit  aod  contrary  to  all  the 
principles  of  the  law  of  natioiiB,  all  tbe  repreaaiTe 
and  authoritative  meBsares  proper  ta  put  an  end 
10  iL  This  system  of  impuniiv  and  tolerance  eaa 
no  longer  continue;  and  His  Majesty  is  conviaeed 
tbat  your  Qoveroment  will  think  it  due  fram  its 
frankness  promptly  to  put  an  end  to  it. 

Receive,  sir,  the  awnraace*  of  my  hiebcooud- 
etatioD.  CH.  MAU.  TAU^YRAND. 
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Corretpmdaux  ^  the  Seavtary  of  State  with  the 
Mtr^Ude  YruJQ 

The  fieentaxj  of  State  to  the  M>n]nij  de  7nijo. 

DBPARTHBitT  or  State,  Jan.  15, 1806. 
Sir:  In  eoDMqaMceofihejuatobjeciioas  which 
your  coDdnct  had  furaiebed  agaiost  your  coaote- 
nanea  hen,  as  the  or^n  of  commuDication  on 
de  part  of  Hn  Cathotic  Majeatv,  i(  was  ngoified 
at  Madiid  in  the  tnoaih  of  April  last,  through  the 
tnimioB  of  the  UoUed  Slates  there,  that  th«  suh- 
adtulioQ  of  another  wu  desired  \>j  the  Presideat. 
Id  reply  it  wa*  intkoaied  by  Mr.  Ccvallos,  that 
as  you  had  yourself  expressed  a. wish  and  ob- 
tained pertntMiDU  lo  return  to  Spain,  the  purpose 
might  be  accomplished  without  the  neeeniiy  of  a 
recall,  and  that  such  a  change  in  the  mode  would 
be  affreeable  to  your  CtoTernment;  in  a  spirit  of 
conciliation  the  acrnngement  proposed  by  Mr. 
Cevallos  was  admitted;  and  it  was  not  doubtedi 
that  it  would  without  delay  hare  been  carried 
into  effect.  It  is  seen,  therelore,  not  without  sur- 
prise, that,  at  this  late  day,  you  should  have  re- 
£  aired  to  the  seat  of  QoTernment,  aa  if  nothing 
ad  occurred,  rendering  such  a  step  improper. 
Under  these  c  i  re  u  mala  aces,  the  Presideut  ^las 
charged  me  to  signify  to  you,  that  your  remain- 
ing  at  this  place  is  dissatisfactory  to  him.and  that 
although  he  cannot  permit  himself  to  insist  on 
your  departure  from  the  United  States  during  an 
iDClemeot  season,  he  expects  it  will  not  be  un- 
necessarilypostponed.afierihisobsiaclehasceased. 
I  am  charged  by  the  President,  at  the  same 
time,  to  let  it  be  fully  understood  that  the  consid- 


public   character,  or   : 


private    individual. 


s  which  have  led  to  this  ezplaaatioD,  be' 
iag  altogether  personal,  they  are  perfectly  consist' 
ent  with  the  ready  adminion  of  a  successor,  and 
with  all  the  atteotioD,  which  can  be  due  to  what- 
ever communications  His  Catholic  Majesty  may 
please  to  make,  with  a  view  to  cultivate  hArmony 
and  friendship  beiweea  the  two  nations. 

I  have  the  nonor  to  be,  sir,  with  due  coi^sider 
ation  and  respect,  your  most  obedient  servant. 
JAUES  MADISON. 

Tka  Maiqui*  d«  Oim  Ymja  to  Mr.  Madison. 
Wasbinoto'h,  Jan.  16,  1806. 
Sir  :  I  haye  just  received  your  letter  of  yestei 
day,  in  which  you  are  pleased  to  tell  me,  that  from 
the  President  of  the  United  States  having  solicit- 
ed my  recall  to  Madrid,  in  the  month  of  April 
last,  he  has  heard  with  sarpriae  my  arrival  in  this 
city,  the  reeidence  of  Qovernmeot,  and  that  be 
ihinks  this  step  of  mine  improper,  adding,  at  the 
same  time,  that  my  stay  here  would  be  dissatis- 
factory to  him.  As  the  object  of  my  journey  is 
not  with  the  view  to  trtKh  plots,  to  excite  con- 
spiracies, or  to  promote  any  attempt  whatever 
against  the  Qovetnment  of  the  United  States,  and 
aa  hitherto  I  have  not  either  directly  or  indirectly 
committed  acts  of  a  similar  tendency,  which  alone 
would  justify  the  tenor  and  object  of  your  letter; 
to  which  I  reply,  my  arrival  here  is  an  innocent 
and  le{^l  act,  which  leaves  me  in  the  full  enjoy- 
nest  (S  all  my  lights  and  piiviiegea,  both  as  a 


MakioK  use,  therefore,  of  these  rights  and  privi- 
leges, 1  intend  remaining  in  this  city,  fouE  milea 
square,  in  which  the  Qovernment  resides,  as  long  as 
' '  may  suit  the  interest  of  the  King  my  masleT,  w 
.y  own  personal  convenieDce ;  I  must  at  the  same 
me  add  that  I  'shall  not  lose  sight  of  these  two 
circumstances,  as  respect  the  period  and  seaaon 
in  which  our  mutual  deures  for  my  departure 
from  the  United  States  are  to  be  accomplished. 

In  regard  to  the  objeclioos  which  this  Govern- 
ment, iit  it!  wisdom,  11  pleased  to  call  just,  respect- 
ing the  demand  of  my  removd,  I  sbaJL  lake  the 
liberiyofobservfhg  that  although  this  Qovetnment 
ho  doubt  may  have  had  their  reasons  to  solicit  it, 
they  hitherto  have  forgottea  to  aommuaicatte  them 
10  mine;  for  Mr.  Monroe's  official  letter  to  Mr. 
Cevajloion  this  subject  merely  contains  vagne, 
undetermined,  general  assertions,  destitute  of  any 
proof  whatever.  It  is  true,  that  he  alludes  to  an 
attempt  of  mine  to  bribe  a  citizen  of  the  United 
States,  but  it  is  equally  so  that  as  this  assertion  of 
Qovernment  is  grounaed  on  a  reference  to  a  testi- 
mony already  proved  incorrect,  I  may  without 
wounding  the  feelings  of,  Or  be  wanting  in  that 
respect  which  I  owe  this  Administration,  permit 
myself  to  call  it  false  and  calumnious. 

Independent  of  that,  in  the  letter  I  had  the  hon- 
or of  writing  to  you,  sir,  early  in  Sept.  ISOij  in 
which  this  business  was  completely  and  satisfac- 
torily explained,  if  in  fact  the  editor  of  the  Com- 
mercial Register  could  ever  he  considered  as  an 
organ  of  truth,  what  would  the  American  people 
think  of  their  chief  magistrate,  o^the  heads  of  the 
departments,  andoftheactsofinisadminitiration? 
tl  is  not  my  intention  to  endeavor  to  change  by 
this  explanation,  the  disposition  of  this  Govern- 
ment towards  my  person ;  my  object  is  solely  to 
ful&l  the  duty  my  s' 


ipro- 


again  repelling  an  imputation,  wnicb  is  as  in 
babte  in  itself  as  it  is  calumnious  against  £ioth 
my  public  and  nrivate  character. 

1  shall  therefore,  sir,  communicate  your  letter 
of  yesterday,  to  my  Government:  I  shall  alsoin- 
form  it  of  my  answer,  thereto ;  and  whenever  by 
order  of  the  King  my  master,  I  am  to  return  to 
Spain,  i  shall  quit  the  United  States  with  senti- 
ments of  affeciion  towards  a  virtuous  people,  in 
whose  bosom  I  have  lived  ten  years,  with  tne  in- 
timate testimony  of  having  never  committed  any 
grounded  offence  againsi  their  Government;  and 
above  all,  with  the  consoling  satisfaction  of  hav- 
ing employed  alt  my  zeal  and  feeble  talents  in  de- 
fence of  the  rights  of  the  best  of  Kings. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  &x. 

M.  DE  CASA  YRUJO. 

JuiEB  Mapiboh,  Esq. 

H.  d«  Cua  Tngo  to  the  Secntary  of  State. 
WAitaiNOTOM,  Jan.  19, 1806. 
Sir  :  Having  gone  through  the  personal  ex> 
planalions,  which  for  just  motives  I  was  com- 
pelled to  enter  into  in  my  first  answer  to  your 
tetter  of  the  l5lh  instant,  I  must  now  inform 
you,  sir,  what  oiheiwise  would  then  have  coosii- 
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(Died  my  «o1e  replf,  namely,  tbat  the  Envoy  Ex- 
tnordiDary  and  Minister  FlenipolentiiTy  of  His 
C&tholic  Majesty  neai  the  United  Slates  receives 
I  ao  orders  except  from  his  Stirereiga.  I  must 
also  declare  to  you,  sir,  thai  I  consider  both  the 
Kyle  and  Eenor  of  your  letter  as  indecorous,  and 
its  object  an  infraction  of  the  privileges  attached 
to  my  public  character.  This  violation  of  the 
difitDmatic  rights  and  privileges,  as  inexplicable 
in  itaetf  as  it  is  ill  gronndedj  requires  on  mv  part 
the  most  solemn  protest  against  your  said  letter, 
ila  style,  tod  the  mtent  with  which  it  is  addressed 
to  me.  I  dtf  therefore  protest  in  the  most  solemn 
■nanner  I  jiwsibly  can  against  this  improper  step 
of  jronn,  sir;  a  step  which,  under  the  existing 
eircnmslances,  it  as  contrary  to  the  diplomatic 
laws  andnsages,  as  it  is  to  the  spirit  of  tne  Con- 


and  Government  of  this  eoontry;  and 
in  order  that  your  eon^cl,  sir,  in  this  case,  nay 
not  in  any  manner  affect  the  privileges  of  the 
body  to  which  I  bare  the  honor  to  belong,  1  shall 
immediately  transmit  to  the  otber  membari  there- 
of accredited  near  the  United  States  «  copy  of 
your  said  letter,  of  my  Hnt  answer,  aod  of  this 
ray  protest,  that  on  their  pan  they  may  make  the 
proper  use  thereof,  and  abo  that  it  may  alwap 
appear  that  if  then  has  existed  on  the  part  of 
this  Administration  an  arbitrary  determittation  to 
violate  the  rights  of  embassy,  respected  by  every 
civilized  nation,  there  did  also  exist  ia  me  tlw 
just  resolution  of  repelling  any  similar  attempt. 

I  have  the  hmoi  to  be,  &c, 

M.  DE  CAS^  YRUJO. 

Jambs  MAniaon,  Esq. 
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PUBLIC  ACTS  OF  CONGRESS! 

PAB8ED  AT  THE  FIRST  8E88I0H  OF  THE  NINTH  CONGRESS,  BEGUN  AND  I 
AT  THE  CITY  OF  WABHIHGTON,  DBOEMBEB  8,  180&. 


AN  ACT  DukhiK  ui  kdditionil  tpptDprimtkiD  for  (h» 

N»T»1  Hrriee,  daiinf  lb*  jbm  on«  tboound  eighl 

hundred  and  fi*>. 

BeiienaetedbytkeaenaUtMdSoutofR^re- 
sentaiioes  of  the  United  3UUet  of  America,  in  Qm- 
ffrcM  ai»embUd,  Tbal,  in  addition  to  the  snm 
beretofore  appropriated  for  that  object,  tbe  sum  of 
two  hundred  and  fiAy  thoosaod  dollara  be,  aad 
the  same  hereb;  is,  appropriated  towards  defray- 
ing the  expeotes  of  tbe  Na»y  of  ibe  United  Suiei. 
during  the  jeki  oae  tbousand  eight  hnodred  and 
fire. 

Sfio.  8.  And  be  it  fwrther  enacUd,  Thai  the 
aforcMid  sum  shall  be  paid,  fint,  out  of  the  taoa,e;s 
accruing  at  tbe  end  of  the  year  one  thOutand 
eight  bandred  and  fiye,  from  tbe  duties  laid  by 
tbe  act,  passed  on  the  twenty-Gfib  day  of  March, 
one  ihousand  eight  hundied  and  four,  entitled 
"Ad  act  further  to  protect  the  commerce  and  sea- 
men of  the  United  States  aeainit  the  Barbarjr 
Powers ;"  And,  secondly,  oat  of  any  moneys  in  the 
Treasury  not  otherwise  appropriated. 

NATHL.  MACON, 


8.  SMITH, 
Prttident  of  the  SeniOe,  pnUmpore. 
ApproTed,  December  11,  1S05. 

TH.  JEFFERSON. 


_)  pajment  of  dsioir  of  ettixen*  of  the 
Unilsd  States  on  the  OoTernment  of  Franca,  the 
payment  of  which  hu  been  sjsnmed  by  the  United 
BUtee,  by  niMe  ot  the  ooarentiaa  at  the  thirtieth 
day  of  April,  one  IkotMnd  eight  htudied  and  three, 
belWMU   the    United  Statee  and   the  Fiensh  Re- 

Be  it  enacted,  fc,  That  the  balance  of  the  ap- 
nropriatioo  of  three  miltioQs  sereii  hondiisd  SDd 
fifty  tbousaad  dollars,  made  by  the  act  to  which 
this  is  a  supplement,  which  may  remain  unes' 
pended  on  the  thirty-firil  of  December,  oce  thou- 
sand eight  hundred  and  fire,  shall  not  be  carried 
to  the  credit  of  the  surplas  fiind,  but  shall  remain 
appropriated  to  the  same  purpose  for  which  it 
was  originally  appropriated,  any  act  to  the  con- 
tiaTf  notwithstanding. 

ApproTcd,  December  31,  1806, 

An  Act  lo  pTOTide  li>r  Light-henses  la  Long  bland 
Sound ;  and  to  declare   Roibuiy,  in   the  State  of 
Mawachusatta,  to  be  a  port  of  d^rery. 
Be  it  enacted,  fc,  That  the  Secreury  of  the 

Treasury  (ball  c?,  and  he  hereby  ia,  authorised 


and  required  to  cause  two  good  and  snffieieM 
light-houses  to  be  erected  in  Lonj  Island  Sound, 
one  to  be  placed  .on  Watch  HiU  Point,  in  the 
town  of  Westerly,  and  State  of  Rhode  Island, 
and  the  other  on  Sands's  or  Watch  Point,  in  the 
town  of  norlbainpst«d,  on  Loog  IsUod,  in  the 
State  of  New  York,  and  to  appoint  the  keepers 
of  the  said  light-houses,  fonder  the  direction  ot 
the  President  of  the  United  States,)  and  other- 


land,  for  the  aecoDnnodation  of  *aeh  ligbt-hoosea, 
can  be  obtained,  at  a  reasonabli  prie^  and  the 
Legislatnres  of  Rhode  Island  and  New  York  shall 
cede  the  jarisdiction  over  the  same  to  the  United 
Slates.  And  a  sum  not  exoeeding  six  thoannd 
dollars  is  hereby  appropriated  for  the  purpcM  of 
defraying  the  expense  of  erecting  the  sain  light- 
hoases,  lobe  paid  out  of  an]' moneys  in  the  Irea- 
sury,  not  otherwise  appropriated. 

Sbo.  2.  And  be  it  fwiher  enacted.  That  it  shall 
be  the  duly  of  the  Secretary  of  tos  Treasury  to 
cadse  tbe  said  ligbt-boosea  so  to  be  constraoted 
that  their  lights  on  being  discovered  may,  with 
certainty,  be  distinguished  from  (hose  of  all  otha 
light-houes,  heretofore  erected  in  their  neigh- 
borhood. 

8bo.  3.  And  bi  it  fiatha-  mackd,  That  tbe 
town  or  landing  place  of  Rozbary,  m  the  Stale 
of  MasBBChttsetts,  dull  be  a  port  ef  delirery.  to 
be  annexed  to  the  district  of  Boston  and  Charles- 
town,  and  shall  be  subject  to  the  same  regtdations 
and  restrictions  as  other  ports  of  delivery  in  tba 
United  States. 

Approred,  January  82, 1806. 

An  Act  making  an  additional  ap^priati^  to  vw^ 
the  daSdency  in  the  appropnation  for  the  Nb*u 
aarrice,  daring  the  year  one  tnonsand  eight  hundred 
and  five. 

Be  a  enacted,  ^c,  That,  for  supplying  the  de- 
ficiency in  the  appropriation  for  the  naral  serrlce. 
duting  the  year  one  thousand  eight  buodred  and 
'  -  >,  the  further  sum  of  three  hundred  fifty  thou- 
id  dollars,  to  be  paid  eilt  of  an^  moneys  in  the 
Treasury,  n^t  otherwise  appropriated,  be,  and  the 
same  hereby  is  appropriated. 
ApproTcdj  Janoary  22, 1806. 

An  Act  making  provisioD  S>r  defraying  any  eztno*- 
dinaiT  eipeiuMi  attaadtng  the  intarconiae  betiraaa 
tbe  United  States  and  fbrsign  nations. 
Be  it  enacted,  ^c,  That  a  sum  of  two  milliona 

of  dollaiB  be,  and  the  tame  b  hereby  appropriaied 
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towBTdi  derrayiog  »itY  eilTaordiDary  ezpenvea 
which  may  be  incurtwi  in  the  intetcoorse  between 
the  United  States  and  foreign  nations,  to  be  paid 
out  of  any  money  in  the  Treasury,  not  otherwise 
appropriated,  and  to  ix  applied  under  the  direc- 
tion of  the  President  of  ilie  United  Elates,  who 
■hall  cauKe  an  account  tbcTeof  to  be  laid  before 
Congress  as  soon  Rs  may  he. 

Seo.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the 
President  of  the  United  States  be,  and  Leieby  is, 
authorized,  if  necessary,  to  borrow  the  said  sum, 
or  any  part  thereof,  in  behalf  of  the  United  States, 
at  a  rate  of  ioteiest  not  exceediae  >ix  P«'  centum 
per  annum,  redeemable  at  the  will  of  the  Coi^ 

Stts  of  the  United  Statet^    And  it  Bhall  be  laW' 
I  for  the  Batik  of  the  United  States  to  lend  the 
whole,  or  any  part  of  the  same: 

Seo.  3.  And.be  Ufitrtber  enacUd,  That : 
as  may  b«  Deeessar'y  of  [be  surplus  of  the  duties 
on  imports  and  tonnage,  beyoad  the  permanent 
appropriation  heretofore  charged  upon  theio,  by 
law,  snail  be,  aiid~  hereby  is.  pledged  and  appro- 

Eriated  for  the  payment  of  the  interest,  and  relm- 
ursement  of  the  principal,  of  all  such  moneys  as 
nay  be  borrowed  in  pursuance  of  this  act,  acoord- 
ing  to  .the  terms  and  conditions  on  which  the 
loao  ot  loans  iQiy  be  effected. 
Approted,  February  13, 1806. 

An  Act  mfkinx  a  fiirthcr  ag^oiKiBtioit  far  the  aapport 
oi  a  library. 
Be  it  enacted,  fo.,  That,  in  addidon'  t 
ei^iaided  balance  of  the  former  appropriation 
made  to  purchase  books  for  the  Dse  of  Congress, 
which  is  hereby,  revived  and  continued,  there 
^U  be  appropriated  the  sum  of  one  thotisand 
dollars  yearly,  for  the  term  of  &ve  years;  to  be 
padd  OBt  of  any  moneys  ia  the  Treasury  not  other- 
wise appropriated,  and  expended  under  the  direc- 
tion of^ajointeommiEtee,  tocODsiit  of  ttireemcm- 
lNnoftheSeriateiaod  threemembersof  ^eHouse 
of  Repiaten  tali  res,  to  be  appointed  every  sessioii 
of  Congress,  during-tbe  coaunuance  of  this  ap- 
propriation. 
'  Approved,  February  31, 1806. 

An  Act  to  repeal,  in  part,-  the  foarft  wdiou  of  an  act, 
entitled  "An  act  lO'  authorise  a  grsnt  of  lands  to  the 
French  infafthitants  of  Galliopotis;  and  Cn   other 
pnrposes  therein  mentioned." 
Be  it  enacted,  f  c,  That'so  much  of  the  fourth 
■ection  of  an  aci,  entitled  "An  act  to  authorize  a 
grant  of  lands  to  the  French  inhabiiaots  of  Oalli- 
opolis ;  and  for  other  purposes  therein  mentioned," 
as  imposes  the  condicioo  of  an  actual  settlement 
on  the  said  inhabitants,  or  any  of  tbem,  their  heirs 
or  assigns,  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby,  repealed. 
And  io  every  case  nhere  a  patent  has  issued,  in 
conformity  with  the  said  fouili), section,  to  any  of 
the  inhahUants  aforesaid,  tbeir  heirs  or  assigns, 
the  conditions  aforesaid,  inserted  in  any  such  pat- 
ent, shall  be  considered  null  and  void ;  and  the  fee 
siHipIe be  vested  to  all  intents  and  purposes,: 
person  to  whom  sucb.patent  has  been  issued,  his 
or  her  heirs  ot  assigns. 
Approved,  February  31, 1S06. 


indites  of  the  Isle  Terrftoiy  of  the  Uohad  State*  Id 
west  of  the  river  Otde. 

Be  it  enacted,  ^.,  That  the  proper  accoonfia; 
officers  of  the  Treasury  be,  end  they  hereby  are, 
authorised  and  directed  to  settle,  at  the  rate  of 
compensation  heretofore  escaUished,  the  aecooats 
6f  the  Governor,  Seorelary,  and  Judges  of  the 
Territory  of  the  United  States  Nonhwen  cf 
river  Ohio,  for  their  services  while  acting  in 
iiiui>ecapaciiies,respectively,at  any  lime  betireen 
ibe  twenty-ninth  day  of  November,  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  two,  and  the  first  Tuesday  of 
Auicb,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  three- 
Approved,  February  21,  1806. 

An  Act  to  sBspend  tha  coi^mercUl  iateiconraa  batwasa 
the  United  Sutes  and  Mrtiin  pwta  of  tfaa  iilaBA 
of  Sl  Domingo. 

Be  it  enacted,  fc^  That  all  commercial  inter- 
couTift  between  any  person  or  persona  restdeat 
within  the  United  States,  and  aoypemn  or  per- 
sons resident  witjiin  any  ]Mtl  of  the  island  of  St. 
Domingo,  not  in  possession,  and  under  the  ae- 
knowledged  Qovernmeni  of  France,  aball  be,  aad 
is  hereby  prohibited ;  and  any  ship  or  vtmet, 
owned,  hired,  or  employed,  wholly  or  in  part^  by 
any  person  or  persoaa  resident  within  the  United 
States,  aitd  miiing  from  a«r  jwrt  of  the  United 
States,  after  due  iMlice  of  tnis  act  at  ibe  cBatom 
bouset^  respectively.  Which,  contrary  to  the  utent 
hereof,  abalt  be  voWntarily  carried,  or  shall  be 
destined  toproceed,wheriier  directly,  or  from  any 
intermediate  port  or  place  within  the  itland  of  St. 
Domingo,  and  not  in  posssession,  and  under  the 
aekooinedged  Government  of  Praaee;  and  also 
y  cargo  which  shall  be  found  on  board  of  anch 
ip  or  vessel,  when  detected  and  interrupted  in 
cb  unlawful  purpose,  or  at  her  return  from  >aeh 
yage,  to  the  United  States,  shall  be  wholly  for- 
feited, and  may  be  seized  and  condemned  in  any 
court  of  the  United  States  having  cootpetaat  jn- 
risdicliou. 
Sec.  2.  ^nd  be  itjvrtJur  enacted,  That  after 
le  notice  of  this  act  at  the  several  custom  houaea, 
_j  ship  or  vessel  whatever  shall  receive  a  eleat- 
ancefor  any  port  or. place  within  theidand  of  St. 
Dominifo,  and  not  in  the  aetual  poasestioa  of 
France:  nor  shall  any  clearance  be  granted  for  a 
foreign  voyage  to  anyship  or  ve««el,owBed,  hired, 
or  employed,  wholly  or  m  part,  by  any  petaon  ot 
person*,  resident  within  the  United  States,  natii 
the  owner  Or  the  employer  for  the  voya|^  or  ht> 
factor  or  agent,  with  the  master,  shall  ^ve  bond 
lo  the  United  States,  in  a  aum  equal  to  the  value 
of  the  vessel  and  of  her  cargo,  with  conditton  that 
the  «l)lp  or  vessel,  for  which  a  clearance  shall  be 
requireid,  is  destined  to  some  port  or  place  witbont 
tbelimitsof  such  part  of  the  island  of  Sl  Domia- 
go,  as  shall  not  be  in  the  actual  posaesaJoa.  aad 
under  the  acknowledged  Government  of  France 
and  during  the  inieoded  voyage  shall  not  be  vol- 
untarily carried,  or  permitted  lo  proceed,  whet6(t 
directly  or  from  any  ioterniediale  port  or  plac^  i» 
any  port  or  place  within  such  part  of  the  iiland 
of  St.  Domingo,  as  shall  not  be  in  the  actual  poi- 
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session,  aod  under  the  acknowledged  Go?enimeiit 
of  France;  and  in  case  of  being  forced  hj  anv 
casually  into  any  port  or  place  hereby  interdictea,  | 
shall  not,  at  any  such  port  oi  place,  TOliiatarily 
sell,  deliver,  or  unlade  any  part  of  luch  cargo,  ex- 
cept EO  mucli  aa  may  be  absolutely  necwsary  to 
defray  the  eipenftea  retjuisite  to  enable  such  ves- 
sel lo  proceed  on  her  intended  voyage ;  and  gen- 
erally, thai  EUch  ahip  or  vessel,  whilst  on  such 
voyage,  shall  not  be  employed  in  an tr  traffic  or 
commerce,  with  or  for  any  person  resiaent  within 
any  pari  of  the  island  of  Si.  Domingo,  not  in  the 
actual  pofsesBTon,  and  under  the  acknowledged 
Government  of  France. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  all 
penalties  and  forfeiinres  incurred  by  force  of  this 
act,  and  which  may  be  recovered,  shall  be  dis- 
tributed aod  accounted  for,  in  the  manner  pre- 
scribed by  the  aot,.  en  titled  "An  act  to  regulate 
the  colleolioo  of  duties  on  imports  and  tonnage," 
passed  the  second  day  of  March,  one  thousand 
seven  hundred  and  ninety-nine,  and  may  be  miti- 

Sted  and  remitted  in  the  manner  prescribed  by 
e  act,  entitled  "Ad  act  for  mitigaiing. and  re- 
mitting the  forfeitures,  penalties,  and  dtsBbililies, 
accruing  in  certain  cases  therein  mentioned;" 
passed  Ibe  third  of  Marcb,  one  ibotisand  seven 
nundred  and  ninety -seven,  and  made  perpetual 
by  an  act  passed  the  eleventh  of  February,  one 
thousand  eigbt  hnndted. 

Sec.  4.  And  be  it  further  emuttd,  That  this 
act  shall  continue  and  be  in  force  for  one  year, 
and  no  longer.  .  . 

Sec.  5.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  at  any 
time  after  the  passing  of  this  act  it  shall  be  law- 
ful  foithe  President  of  the  United  States,  if  he 
shall  deem  it  expedient,  and  coasiateut  with  the 
iiUeiests  of  the  United.  Siate^  by  his  order,  to  re- 
mit and  discontinue  the' restraints  and  prohibition? 
on  the  commerce  aforeeaid. 

Approved,  February  28, 1806. 


Be  it  enacted,  f  c,  That,  for  the  disposal  of  a 
certain  tract  or  lot  of  land,  belonging  to  the  Uni- 
ted Stales,  in  the  town  of  Cincinnaii,  on  the 
Ohio,  being  the  same  on  which  Fort  Washington 
was  erected,  the  Secretary  o£  the  Treasury  shall 
cause  the  said  tract  to  be  surveyed  and  laid  off 
into  town  lols,  streets,  and  avenues,  in  such  man- 
ner, and  of  such  dimensions,  as  bemay  judge  pro- 
per, conforming  as  near  as  may  be  to  ihe  original 
plan  of  the  town;  wben  the  survey  is  completed, 
a  plat  thereof  shall  be  returned  to  the  surveyor 
general,  on  which  the  lots. shall  be  denominated 
by  progressive  numbers,  who  shall  therefrom 
cause  two  copies  to  be  made,  one  to  be  iransmit- 
ted  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  and  the  other 
to  the  register  of  the  land  office  at  Cincinnaii:  on 
the  receipt  of  which  plat  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  shall  caus«  the  said  town  lots  to  be  of- 
fered 10  the  highest  bidder  at  public  sate,  to  be 
held  at  Cincinnati,  under  the  superinlendeoee  of 
the  register  and  reoeiret  of  the  land  office  in  tli6 


district  of  CincisDati,  on  the  same  terms  and 
conditions  as  have  been  provided  for  the  public 
sale  of  the  public  lauds  <^  Ihe  United  States. 
Six  weeks  notice  shall  be  given  of  the  day  of  sale, 
in  at  least  two  newspapers  published  in  the  State 
of  Ohio. 
Approved,  February  28, 1808. 

An  Act  extending  the  powen  of  the  Snrveyoi  Geo- 
eial  to  the  Tsnilory  of  Lonisiana;  and  for  othnc 
j>uipD»es. 

Be  it  enacted,  fc,  That  the  powers  vested  if 
law  in  the  Surveyor  General  shall  extend  over 
all  the  public  laitds  of  the  United  Stales^  in  tba 
Territory  of  Loubiana,  to  which  the  Indian  title 
has  been,  or  hereafter  shall  be,  extinguished.  It 
shall  be  the  duty  of  the  said  Survevor  Oeneral  to 
appoint  a  sufficient  number  of  skilful  surveyor^ 
as  his  deputies,  in  the  said  Territory,  one  of  whom 
he  shall,  with  the  approbation  of  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury,  designate  as  bis  principal  defaity 
for  the  same.  Which  said  deputies  shall  ?everally- 
cake  an  oath,  or  affirmaiion,  truly  and  fsilbfnlly 
to  discharge  the  duties  of  their  respective  offioflXi 
The  said  principal  deputy  shall  reside  and  keep 
an  office  m  the  said  Terri lory,  and  shall,  under 
the  superintendence  of  the  Survevor  Gleneral,  exe- 
cute, or  cause  to  be  executed  by  the  other  deputies, 
such  surveys  as  may  hereafter  be  authorised  bf 
law,  or  as  he  may  be  -directed  to  execute  by  the 
commissioners  appointed  for  the  purpose  of  ascer> 
tainlng  the  titles  and  claims  to  land  within  the 
Territory  aforesaid ;  and  shall  generally  perform 
ihereiik.  in  conformity  with  the  regulations  and 
instructions  of  the  said  Surveyor  Oeneral,  Uia 
duties  imposed  by  law  on  the  said  Surveyor  Gen- 
eral. 

Sec  2.  And  be  itftrtha-  enacted.  That  all  tha 
plots  of  surveys,  and  all  other  papers  .and  docu- 
ments perlaining,  or  which  did  pertain  to  the  of- 
fice of  Surveyor  Gteneral^  under  the  Spanish  Gov- 
ernment, within  the  limits  of  the  Territory  afore' 
said,  or  lo  any  other  office  heretofore  established 
or  authorized  for  the  purpose  of  executing,  or  re- 
cording surveys  of  lands  within  the  said  limits, 
shall  be  delivered  to  the  principal  deputy  afore- 
said }  and  no  plot  cf  sarvey  shall  be  admitted  aa 
evidence,  in  any  court  of  justice,  unless  certified 
by  the  said  prinoipal. deputy,  to  be  a  true  copy  of 
the  recori)'  in  bis  office. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  U  further  enacted,  Tbatsomocb 
of  the  act,  entitled,  "  An  act  for  ascertaining  and 
adjusting  the  titles  and  claims  to'  land  wiihia 
ihe  Territory  of  Orleans,  and  the  jiistrici  of  Loui- 
siana," as  makes  it  the  duty  (A  every  claimant  to 
lands,  wiihin  the  Territorv  of  Louisiana,  to  delivtf 
toihereoerdct  of  land  titles  a  plot  of  the  tract,  (v 
tracts,  claimed  by  him,  be,  aod  the  same  is  berebr 
repealed,  so  far  as  rriatei  toetaimaDts  wbose  traela 
had  not  been  surveyed  by  the  proper  officer,  under 
the  Spaaisb  Govcrament,  prior  to  the  twentieth 
day  of  December,  oac  tbsusabd  eight  htmdred  and 
I  three.  And  the  commissioaers  appoioted  for  a^ 
oeftaining  th»  tidae  and  claims  to  lands,  within 
I  eilkn  liM  TerHtory  of  Lo«itiana,  or  that  of  Of 
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Inns,  are  authorized  to  direct  the  officer  exercis- 
ing the  powers  of  Sorveyor  Q^oeral,  within  ihe 
-same,  to  eiecnle  euch  surveys  as  they  may  think 
'BCcessBTy,  for  the  parpose  of  decidjog  an  claitne 
preBsnled  for  their  decisioD :  Provided,  That  the 
expeoeeof  executing  SQcb  surreys  shall  be  defrayed 
by  the  pirties  claimiuft  ^he  laud,  unless  the  same 
be  cUiined  by  s  legal  Freacb  or  Spaaiafa  grant, 
made  and  compleied  before  the  first  day  of  Octo- 
ber, one  thousand  eight  hundred:  And  prwided 
■  abo,  and  it  is  hereby  fifrtker  enacted,  That  every 
■Bch  survey,  a;  welf  as  every  other  survey,  by 
whatever  authority  heretofore  executed,  those  of 
the  aboveioentioned  legal  and  complete  titles  only 
excepted,  ehall  be  held  aod  considered  as  private 
nitveys  only;  and  all  the  tracts  of  land,  the  titles 
to  which  may  be  ultimately  confirmed  by  Con- 
ftesa,  in  conformity  with  the  provisions  of  tbe 
^«ct  abovementioned,  ahail,  prior  to  the  issuing  of 
jmteQts,  be  re-surveyed,  if  jndged  necessary,  under 
The  aiKhority  of  Ihe  person  eiercising  the  powers 
of  Sofveyor  GeDeral,  and  at  the  expense  of  the 
parties. 

Sic.  4.  And  be  it  Jurt&er  enacted,  That  thi 
Butveyor  General  shall  Gx  the  compensation  of 
the  deputy  satTeyors,  chain  carriers,  and  axemen, 
in  the  Territory  of  Louisiana :  Provided,  That 
the  whole  expense  of  surveying  and  marking  the 
lines,  whether  paid  by  ibe  United  States,  or  by 
icdividuals,  shall  not  exceed  three  dollars  per  ntile, 
for  every  mile  that  shall  be  actually  run,  or  sur- 
veyed  and  marked.  And  the  principal  deputy 
aforesaid,  shall  be  entitled  to  receive  from  indi- 
viduals the  foilowing  fees,  thai  is  to  say ;  for  ex- 
amining and  recordiuK  the  surreys  executed  by 
any  of  tWdeputies,  at  the  rate  of  twentV-fiVe  cents 
for  every  mile  of  the  bonndary  line  of  iitch  stir- 
vey,  and  for  a  certified  copy  of  any  plot  of  a  sur- 
Tey  in  his  office,  twenty-five  cents. 

Approved,  February  S8, 1806. 

An  Act  for  altering  the  time  for  holding  the  dreoit  court 
in  th«  district  of  North  Carolina ;  snd  fiir  tbolishing 
Ihfl  Jul;  Utta  of  the  Kentucky  district  touit. 
Be  it  enacted,  fc^  That  the  June  term  of  the 
eifcnit  eoart  how  noiden  for  the  district  of  North 
Carolina,  on  the  fifteenth  day  of  June,  shall  com- 
mence and  be  boldeo  on  the  twentieth  day  of  the 
aame  month,  anything  contained  in  any  former 
actor  acts  to  the  contrary  DOtwithstandiog.  And 
thai  all  actions,  suits,  process,  pleadings,  aud  other 
proeeedinpt,  of  what  nature  or  kind  soever,  civil 
or  criminal,  commenced  or  to  commence  in  tha 
■aid  court,  and  all  recognizances  returnable  to  the 
•aid  court  on  the  fifteenth  day  of  June,  shall  be 
eontinued,  returned  to,  and  have  day  in  the  ses- 
sion to  be  holden  by  this  act,  aod  the  same  pro- 
wedtogs  shall  be  had  thereon  as  heretofore,  aad 
shall  have  all  the  efiect,  power,  and  virile  as  if 
the  alteration  hkd  ntiver  been  made;  Prooided, 
neeenheleu,  ThatwhenthetweatiethdayofJine 
ahall  happen  on  Sunday,  the  next  shall  be  (he  first 
juridical  day. 

Sbo.  3.  And  be  U  Jwthtr  enacted.  That,  from 
SKd  after  the  firat  day  of  August  next,  BO-nach  of . 


all  and  every  act  or  acts,  as  directs  thai  a  dintict 
court,  for  the  Kentucky  district,  shall  be  holdti 
en  thefirst  Monday  in  July,  in  everf  year,akaUbt 
and  the  same  is  hereby  repealed. 
Approved,  February  28, 1806. 

An  Act  declaring  the  consent  of  Concvasa  to  aa  set  ri 
the  Stale  of  Pennaylvuiia,  entitled  "An  act  to  a- 

Sower  the  Board  of  Warden*  for  (he  port  of  Rijs- 
elphia  to  collect  a  certain  da^  on  tonnage,  k  Ai 
purposes  therein  mutiDned." 
Be  it  ertactedf^c^  That  Ihe  conaent  of  Gn- 
gress  be,  and  it  is  hereby  granted  and  declared,  to 
the  operation  of  an  act  of  the  Legislature  ofPeai- 
sylvania,  passed  on  the  first  day  of  April,  io  the 
year  one  thousand  eight  hnndred  &nd  five,  enlitM 
"An  act  to  empower  the  Board  of  Wardeni  for 
the  port  of  Philadelphia  to  collect  a  eertaia  duty 
on  tonnage,  for  the  porposea  therein  mentioaed,'' 
so  far  as  to  enable  toe  St^te  of  PenDsyJraDii  to 
collect  a  duty  of  four  cents,  per  ton,  on  all  readi 
which  shall  clear  out  from  the  port  of  Philadel- 
phia for  any  foreign  port  or  place  whaierer,  to  be 
expended  in  building  piers  in,  and  otbenvise  iia- 
proving  the  navigation  of  tna  river  Delawm, 
agreeably  to  the  intentions  of  the  said  acL 
Approved,  February.  28, 1806. 


Be  it  enacted,  ^c.  That  the  respective  eonoty 
courts  within,  or  next  adjoining,  the  reveoDe  dii- 
tricta  hereinafter  mentioned,  shall  beandinkere- 
by  authorized  to  take cognizanceof  all  comriiinli 
and  prosecutions  for  fines,  penalties,  and  lorftit- 
ures,  arising  under  the  revenue  laws  of  the  United 
Slates,  in  the  districts  of  ChampUin,  Sacket 
Harbor,  Oswego,  Ctenesee,  Niagara,  and  fiufiio 
Creek,  in  the  Stale  of  New  Ywi.  and  ia  rhe  dia- 
tricl  of  Presque  Isle,  in  the  State  of  Peaasylrania; 
aod  the  district  attorneys  of  New  Yoik  and  Penn- 
sylvania, respectively,  are  hereby  auihoiized  lai 
directed  to  appoint,  by  warratU,  an  attomef  u 
their  substitute  or  depuly,  respectively,  to  prose- 
cute for  the  United  Slates  in  each  of  the  aid 
county  courts,  who  shall"  be  sworn  or  affirmed  to 
the  faithful  execution  of  his  duly,  as  a  prwecolor 
aforesaid:  Promded,  That  this  authority sbill 
not  be  oonairued  to  extend  jurisdictian  to  the 
county  courts  aforesaid,  over  any  civil  caos^ 
which  mav  arise  in  any  of  those  revenue  distrKli, 
for  the  collection  of  duties  payable  to  the  TJaitti 
Stales ;  or  bonds  or  securities  eiven  for  ibe  ^a- 
rity  and  payment  of  duties  (o  the  United  Suus. 

Sac.  3.  And  be  it  fieriher  enacted,  Tbit  the 
county  courts  aroresaid,  or  the  first  judnoreata 
of  said  courts,  ahall  be,  and  hereby  are,  ft rthetto- 
thorizcd  to  exercise  all  and  every  power  in  (■*" 
of  a  criminal  nature,  cognizable  before  theni  If 
virtue  of  the  first  seciion  of  this  act,  for  the  fH- 
pose  of  obtaining  a  mitigation  or  remission  of iif 
fine,  penalty,  or  forfeiture,  which  may  k  ""^ 
cised  by  the  jodgesof  the  district  eooris,  is «*" 
depending  before  them,  by  virtue  of  tbelii'<»  the 
United  States,  passed  or  the  tlurd  of  Mink,oi« 
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thousand  leTen  hundred  and  ninely-wreD,  enti- 
tled "Ad  act  to  provide  for  mitigatiag  or  remjlling 
the  fMfei lures,  penalties,  and  disabilities,  Accruing 
io  certaio  cases  therein  menlioned."  And  in  Ae 
exercise  of  the  authority,  by  this  section  given  to 
■aid  coantr  courts  or  to  the  Gnt  judges  thereof, 
they  shall  be  governed  in  every  respect  by  the  reg- 
ntalionsi  restrictions,  and  provisions  of  the  law  of 
the  United  Slates,  pasaed  on  the  third  of  March, 
one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety-sevep, 
aforesaid ;  with  this  diETerence  only,  that  instead  of 
notifying  the  district  attorneys,  respectively,  said 
county  courts,  or  the  first  judges  thereof,  tu  the 
case  may  be,  shall,  before  exercising  said  authori- 
ties, cause  reasonable  notice  to  be  given  to  the 
attorney  vho  may  have  been  appointed  and  snrorn 
or  affirmed  to  prosecate  for  the  United  States,  in' 
such  court,  that  be  may  have  an  opportunity  of 
showing  cause  against  th^  mitigation  or  remis- 
sion of  such  fine,  penally,  or  forfeiture. 

Beo.  3.  And  be  it  farther  enacted^  That  this 
act  shall  remain  in  force  during  the  term  of  one 
year,  from  its  passage,  and'from  thence  to  the  end 
of  the  next  session  of  Congress  thereaRei,  and  no 
longer. 

Approred,  March  8, 1806. 

An  Act  declaring  the  tonn  ot  Jersey,  in  the  Btate  af 

New  Jene;,  to  be  a  port  of  deliveij  ;  and  for  erect- 

iag  a  ligbv^ionw   on  Wood  Jslaiid,  or  Fletcber'i 

Neck,  in  the  Sute  of  Mamacbiuetti. 

"^  Beit  enacted,  fc.  That  the  town,  or  landing 

place  of  Jersey,  snail  be  a  port  of  delivery,  to  be 

annexed  to  the  district  of  Perth  Amboy,  and  shall 

be  subject  to  the  same  regulations  and  restrictions 

as  other  ports  of  delivery  in  the  Uiuied  States. 

And  there  shall  be  appointed  a  aurvevor  to  reside 

at  the  said  port  of  delivery,  who  shall  be  entitled 

to  receive,  in  addition  to  the  other  emoluments 

allowed  by  taw,  a  eaUry  of  due  buadied  dollars, 

annually.    . 

Sao.  2.  And  be  it  farther  enacted,  That  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  shall  be,  and  be  is 
hereby,  authorized  and  required,  to  cause  a  good 
and  sufficient  lighi-hoase  to  be  erected  on  Wood 
Island,  or  Fletcber**  Neck,  in  the  district  of  Maine, 

« electing  either  place,  as  the  President  of  the 
nited  eTiates  may  deem  most  eligibly)  aad  to 
appoint  a  keeper,  and  otherwise  provide  for  such 
light- house,  at  the  eipensetif  the  United  States: 
nvwUd,  That  suffieientlaod  for  the  accommo- 
dation of  luoh  light-honse  can  be  obtained  at  a 
reasonable  price,  and  the  Legislature  of  Maasa- 
ehusetta  shall  cede  the  jurisdiction  orer  the  same 
to  tba  United  States.  And  the  nim  of  five  thou- 
sand dollars  is  hereby  appropriated  {ot  the  nec- 
tioa  of  said  light-hoase,  to  be  paid  out  of  any 
moneys  in  the  Treasury,  not.  olberwise  appro- 
priated. 
Approved,  March  8, 1806. 

An  Act  l«  incMporate  theTrnitaarof  the  Prcabyterian 
Congregation  of  Geoigetown. 
Be  it'enacted,^e^  That  Stephen  B. Baloh,  Wil- 
liam Whann,  James  Mehin,  John  Maffit,  John 


Peter,  Joshua  Dawson,  \James  Calder,  George 
TbompsoD,  Richard  Elliott,  David  Wiley,  and 
*  idrew  Ross,  and  their  successors,  duly  elected 
appointed,  in  manner  hereinafter  directed,  be^ 
and  they  are  hereby  made,  declared,  and  constitu- 
ted  a  corporation  and  body  politic,  tn  law  end  in 
fact,  to  Save  continuance  forever,  by  the  name, 
style,  and  tit!?  of  "  the  Trustpes  of  the  Presbyte- 
rian Congregation  in  Georgetown." 
Sec.  3.  And  be  it  farther  ertaded,  Thalatlaad 

fular  the  lands,  tenements,  rents,  annuities 
Is,  privileges,  ^ods,  and  chattels,  heretofore 
given,  granted,  devised,  or  bequeathed  to  the  said 
congregation,  or  to  any  person  or  persons,  for  the 
use  thereof,  or  that  have  been  purchased  for,  ot 

account  of  the  same,  be,  and  are  hereby,  vested 

and  confirmed  to  the  said  corporation :  And, 
farther,  That  the  said  corporation  may  purehaae, 
take,  receive^  and  enjoy,  any  lands,  teQementa, 
rents,  annuities,  rights,  or  privileges,  or  any  goods, 
chattels,  or  Other  effects,  of  what  kind  or  nature 
soever,  which  shall  or  may  hereafter  be  given, 
granted,  sold,  bequeathed,  or  devised,  unto  thenl 
by  any  person  or  persons,  bodies  politic,  or  corpo- 
rate, capable  of  making  snch  gift,  grant,  sale,  oi 
bequest;  and  the  said  property,  real  or  personal, 
to  rent,  sell,  convey,  and  eonfirm,  or  otherwise 
dispose  of,  as  fully  and  effectually  as  any  person, 
or  persons,  bodies  politic,  orcorpwate,  may  or  can 
do:  Provided,  That  the  clear  annual  income  of 
all  snch  property  may  not  exceed  the  sum  of  three 
thousand  dollars ;  that  no  part  of  the  ground  now 
appropriated,  and  enclosed  for  a  grave-yard,  be 
disposed  of  for  any  other  purpose ;  and  that  the 
aforesaid  properly,  reel  aDtf.persoDa],  be  consider- 
ed as  held  in  the  trust,  nuoer  the  management, 
and  at  the  disposal  of  said  corporation,  for  the 
purpoee  of  defraying  the  expenses  incident  to  their 
mone  of  religious  worship;  of  enelosiogand  keep- 
ing in  decent  repair,  their  grave  yards  and  other 
lots,  with  the  batldings  thereon  ;  and  of  affording 
Euen  relief  to  the  poor  as  t^ir  funds  may  froin 
time  to  time  allow,  and  for  no  other  purpose. 

Seo.  3.  And  be  it  farther  enacUd,  Thatthesaid 
corporation,  bv  the  name,  stvle,  and  title  aforesaid,  ' 
be,  and  shall  De  hereafter  forever,  able  and  capa- 
ble in  law,  to  sue  and  to  be  sued,  plead  an4  be 
impleaded,  answer  and  be  answered  unto,  defend 
and  be  defeoded,  in  an^  court  or  courts,  or  other 
places,  and  before  any  judge  or  judges,  justice  oi 
justices,  or  other  person  whalsoever,  within  the 
District  of  Columbia,  or  elsewhere,  in  all,  and  all 
mannerof  suits, action*,  complaints,  pleas,  causes^ 
matters,  and  demands,  of  whatsoever  kind  or  na- 
ture they  may  be,  in  as  full  and  effectual  a  man* 
ner,  as  any  other  person  or  personv  bodies  politic, 
or  corporate,  may  or  can  do. 

Sec.  4.  And  be  U  further  enacted,  That  the 
said  corporation  shall  have  full  power  and  au- 
thority to  make,  have,  and  use  a  common  seal, 
withsucbdeviceand  inscription  as  they  shall  think 
proper,  and  the  same  lo  break,  alter,  and  renew,  at 
pleasure;  to  appoint  a  treasurer,  secretary,  aad 
snch  other  officers  as  they  may  deem  necessary 
and  proper;  to  assign  them  their  duties,  and  fix 
their  compensation,  and  to  remove  any,  or  all  cf 
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them  from  offiae ;  ippoint  ftsoiher,  or  others  in 
Iheir  place,  as  ofteo  as  they  shall  think  St;  to 
make,  ordaio,  e«l«blish,  and  eiecute,  such  by-laws 
and  ordinaDCN,  of  a  secular  natare,  as  may  be 
deemed  UBeful  for  theit  own  goverameot,  aod  the 
sime  to  alter,  ameod,  or  abrogate,  at  (ileasure ;  to 
fill  up  vacancies  that  may  bai^pen  in  their  num- 
ber, between  two,.annuil  elections ;  and  to  deter- 
mine upon,  do,  and  transact  all  business,  and  mat- 
ter* apperiaioing  to  the  said  corporation,  and  to 
the  tecular  afiairs  ofiaid  copgregatioo,  agreeable 
to  the  rules,  ordinances  and  by-laws  thereof,  dur- 
iog  their  continnaoce  in  office;  Provided,  That 
not  less  than  five  trustees  be  a  quorum  to  do  bu- 
sioess;  that  no  by-law,  rulcj  or  ordinance,  shall 
be  made,  cepuftnant  to  the  laws  of  this  District. 

Sec.  5.  Aad  be  it  furtker  enaeud,  That  there 
shall  be  an  annual  meeting  of  the  members  be- 
longing to  said  congregation,  held  on  the  first 
Tuesday  of  April,  in  every  year  hereafter,  at  the 
church  or  usual  place  of  public  worship,  at  which 
time  and  place  the  said  membert,  or  sucii  of  them 
Bt  may  he  present,  shall  elect  and  choose,  by  bal- 
lot, from  their  own  number,  nine  trustees,  to  serve 
for  the  year  ensuing  their  election,  aad  until  others 
shall  be  elected  or  appointed  to  serve  in  their 
place. 

Sec.  6.  And  bt  ii  fitHhtr  enacted,  That  the 
trustees  shall  keep,  or  cause  to  be  kept,  in  suitable- 
books  for  the  purpose,  just  and  proper, entries lof 
all  the  proceedings  and  accouilu  of  said  congre- 
gation and  corporation,  and  have  them  laid  be- 
fore the  members  at  every  annual  meeting,  previ- 
ous to  taking  the  vot^,  and  shall  always  deliver 
the  said  books,  together  with  all  the  property  of 
said  congregation  and  corporation,  in  good  oi^er, 
to  their  successors  in  office,  whenever  required. 

Approved  lUatch  28, 1806. 


An  Act  declaring  the  consent  of  Cangren  to  an  act' of 
the  State  of  South  Carolina,  passed  on  the  tventj- 

•  lint  day  of  December,  in  the  year  one  thousand  eight 
.hondted'and  fonr,  lo  ftr  as  the  same  relates  to  au- 
Ibortsing  the  City  Cound)  of  CharlestoD  to  ifflpoae 
■nd  Ml)«ct  a  do^  on  the  tonnage  of  vessels  from 

Be  it  enacted,  *c.,  That  the  consent  of  Coo- 
l^esi  be,  and  it  is  hereby,  granted  and  declared  to 
the  dperaiion  of  an  act  of  the  General  Assembly 
of  the  Slate  of  South  Carolina,  passed  the  twen- 
ty-first day  of  December,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord 
one  thousand  eight  hundred^  and  four,  entitled 
"An  act  to  anthorize  tSe  City  Council  of  Charles- 
ton, with  the  conaeol  of  Congress,  to  impose  and 
levy  a  duty  on  the  tonnage  of  ships  and  vessels, 
for  the  purposes  therein  mEntiooed."  so  far  as  the 
rame  extends  to  authorizing  the  City  Oouhcil  of 
Charleston  to  impose  and  levy  a  duty  not  exceed- 
ing six  cents  per  ton,  on  all  ships  and  vessels  of 
the  United  States,  which  shall  arrive  and  be  cb^ 
tered  m  the  port  of  Charleston  from  any  foreign 
port  or  place  whatever. 

Sbo.  2.  And  be  U  fitrther  enacted,  That  tbe 
collector  of  Charleston  is  hereby  authorized  to 
coUeet  the  dnif  imposed  by  this  act,  and  to  pay 


the  tame. to  such  peraoni  as  shall  be  autboriseid 
to  receive  the  same  by  the  City  CouQcil  of 
Charleston. 

Sbo.  3.  And  be  UfurOur  enrcted,  That  thic 
act  sball  be  in  force  for  three  years,  and  from 
thence  to  the  end  of  the  next  sesaion  of  Coagiev 
thereafter,  and  no  longet. 

Approved,  March  28, 1806. 

An  Act  to  regolata  the  laying  ont  and  maUng  m  md 

from  Cnmberlaud,  in  the  Slate  of  MarrlBiid,  b>  tbe 

State  ctf  Ohio. 

Be  U  enacted,  ^c,  That  the  President  of  tbe 
TJnited  States  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  authorized  to 
appoint,  by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of 
the  Senate,  three  discreet  and  disinterested  citi- 
zens of  the  United  States,  to  lay  out  a  road  from 
Cumberland,  or  a  point  on  the  nonhero  bank  of 
the  river  Potomac,  m  tbe  State  of  Maryland,  be- 
tween Cumberland  and  the  place  where  tbe  main 
i'Oad  leading  from  Qwion's  to  Winchester,  in  Vir- 
ginia, crosses  the  river,  to  the  State  of  Ohio; 
whose  duty  it  shall  be,  as  soon  as  may  be,  after 
their  appointment,  to  repair  to  Cumberlaod,  afore- 
said, and  view  the  ground,  from  the  points  oa 
the  river  Potomac,  hereiohiefore  designated,  to  the 
river  Ohio;  and  to  lav  out  in  such  direction  as 
they  shall  jvige,  noder  all  cirenmstaaeei^  tb« 
most  proper,  a  road  ftom  thence  to  the  nVer 
OhiOj  to  strike  the  same  at  the  most  conTenient 
place,  between  a  point  on  its  eastern  hank,  oppo- 
site to  the  northern  boundary  of  SteabeBville, 
in  said  State  of  Ohio,  and  tbe  motith  of  Orava 
creek,  whieh  empties  into  the  said  river  a  little 
below  Whedior,  in  Virginia. 

Sec.  2.  And  bt  it  further  enacted,  That  ttw 
aforesaid  road  shall  belaid  ont  four  rods  in  width, 
and  designated  on  each  side  bv  a  plain  and  distin* 
guishable  mark  on  a  tree,  or  ov  the  ereetioo  o/a 
slake  or  monnmeni,  sufficiently  conspicuoos,  in 
every  quarter  of  a  mile  of  the  distance,  at  lowt, 
where  the  (oad  pursues  a  stra^ht  eeurse  so  f^  (W 
farther,  and  on  each  side,  at  every  point  where  an 
aiwle  ocean  in  its. course. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  U  further  enacted,  That  the 
commissioners  shall,  as  soob  as  may  be,  after 
they  had  laid-oui  said  road,  as  aforesaid,  present 
to  the  President  an  accurate  plan  of  tbe  sam^ 
irith  its  several  courses  and  distances,  accompa- 
nied by  a  written  report  of  their  proceedings,  de- 
scribing the  marks  and  monuments  by  which  the 
road  is  designated,  and  the  face  of  the  coontry 
ever  which  it  passes,  and  pointing  out  the  partioii- 
lar  parts,  which  they  shall  judge  r«quire  tAeinast 
Bod  immediate  attention  and  amelioration ;  and 
the  probable  expense  of  making  [be  same  pass- 
able in  the  most  difficult  parts,  and  through  the 
whole  distance:  designaliog  the  State  or  Statw 
through  which  said  road  has  been  laid  out,  and 
the  length  of  the  several  parts  which  are'  laid  out 
on  Dew  ground,  at  well  as  tbe  length  of  those 
parts  laiiTout  on  tbe  road  now  travelled.  Wki*^ 
report  the  President  is  hereby  authorized  to  ac- 
cept or  reject,  in  the  whole,  or  in  part.  If  beic- 
cepts,  he  IE  hereby  further  anthortzed  and  reqaesb. 
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ed  to  pursue  such  measures,  ks  in  his  opiaion 
Bhail  be  proper,  lo  obtain  couseDt  for  makiog  the 
road  of  the  Sute  or  Stales,  ihrough  which  the 
same  has  been  hid  out  Which  cooeent  being 
obtaiDcd,  he  is  Turlher  authorized  to  take  prompt 
and  effectual  meoaures  to  cause  said  roaS  to  be 
made  through  the  whole  distance,  or  ia  anf  part 
or  parts  of  the  same  as  he  shall  judge  most  con- 
ducive to  the  public  j[ood,  hanng  reference  to 
the  sum  appropriated  for  the  purpose. 

Sbo.  4.  Ami  be  it  Jvrther  enacted.  Thai  all 
parts  of  ilie  road  whicn  the  President  shall  direct 
to  be  made,  in  case  the  trees  are  standing,  shall 
be  cleared  the  whole  width  of  four  rods;  aod  the 
road  shall  be  raised  iu  the  middle  of  the  carriage- 
way with  atone,  earth,  or  gravel  and  sand,  or  a 
combination  of  some  or  all  of  them,  leaviag  or 
making,  as  the  ca^e  majr  be,  a  ditch  or  water  course 
oa.  each  side,  and  cootiguouslo  said  carriage-way; 
and  iu  do  instance  shall  there  be  an  elevation  in 
said  road,  when  finished,  greater  than  an  angle  of 
fi?e  degreees  with  the  horizoD.  But  the  manner 
of  making  said  road,  in  every  other  particular,  is 
left  to  the  dtrec'iion  of  the  President. 

Sec.  5.  And.  be  it  further  enacted,  That  said 
commiasioners  shall  each  reeeire  four  dollars  pet 
day,  while  employed  as  aforesaid,  in  full  for  their 
coin  pen  sat  ion,  including  all  expeosea.  And  they 
are  hereby  authorized  to  employ  one  surveyor, 
two  chainmen,  and  one  marker,  for  whose  faich- 
fiitness  and  accuracy  they,  the  aaid  coramissioo- 
ers,  shall  be  responsible,  to  attend  them  in  laying 
out  said  road,  who  ehall  receive  in  full  satisfac- 
tion for  their  wages,  including  all  expenses,  the 
suiveyot  diree  doUars  per  day,  and  each  chain- 
man  and  the  marker,  one  dollar  per  day,  while 
they  shall  be  employed  in  said  business ;  of  which 
foct,  a  certificate  aigaed  by  said  commissioners 
shall  be  deemed  sufficient  evidence. 
)  Sec.  6.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the 
sum  of  thirty  thousand  dollar*  be,  and  the  same 
is  berel)/,  appropriated,  to  defray  the  expense  of 
laying  out  and  making  itaid  road.  And  the  Pr~' 
dent  IS  hereby  authorized  to  dra.w,  from  tii 


y  Bu  .   , 

TreaBUry,  for  snch  parts,  o. 
for  the  whole  of  ti    ' 


1  the 


if  such  sum,asbe  shall 
judge  the  service  requires.  Which  sum  of  thirty 
thousand  dollars  shall  be  paid  first,  out  of  the  fund 
of  two  pet  cent,  reserved  for  laying  out  and  mak- 
ing roads  to  the  State  of  Ohio,  by  virtue  of  the 
seventh  section  of  ko  act  passed  on  the  thirteenth 
day  of  April,  one  thousand  eight  hundred,  and 
two,  entitled  "An  act  to  enable  the  people  of  ihe 
eastern  divtsion  of  the  Territory  Northwest  of  the 
river  Ohio  to  form  a  constitution  and  State  gov- 
ernment, and  for  the  admission  of  such  Sute  into 
the  Union,  on  an  equal  footing  with  the  original 
Stales,  tkoA  for  other  purposes."  Three  per  cent, 
of  the  appropriation  contained  in  said  serenlh 
section,  being  directed  by  a  subsequent  law. 


money  in  the  Treasury  not  otherwise  appropri- 
ated, charseahle  upon,  and  reimbursable  at,  the 
Treasury  oy  said  lunu  of  two  per  cent.,  as  the 
same  tball  accrue. 


Sec,  7.  And  be  it  furthtr  enacted.    That  the 

President  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  requested  to  cause 

to  be  laid  before  Congress,  as  soon  as  convenience 

will  permit,  after  the  coramencemeni  of  each  ses- 

I  a  atatemenl  of  the   proceedings  under  this 

,  that  Congress  oiay  be  enabled  to  adopt  such 

further  measures  as  may.  from  time  to  lime,  be 
proper,  under  existing  circumstaocea. 

Approved,  March  29,  1806. 


:  it  enacted,  ^c.  That,. from  and  afiet  tk« 

^ ng  this  act,  the  following  shall  be  the  rules 

and  articles  by  which  the  armies  of  the  United 
States  shall  be  governed: 

ArticU  X.  Uverv  officer  now  in  the  army  of  the 
United  States  shaU,  in  six  months  from  the  paai- 
ing  of  this  act,  andevery  officer  who  shall  here- 
atter  be  appointed,  shall,  before  he  entns  on  the 
duties  of  Dia  offioe,  tubacribe  these  rules  and  reg- 
ulationa. 

Art.  %.  It  is  earnestly  recommended  to  all  o& 
_,;rs  and  soldiers,  diligently  to  attend  diviiH  aer- 
vice  ;  and  all' officers  who  shall  behave  indecently. 


ehall,ifc , 

a  general  court  martial,  there  to  be  publicly  and 
ly  reprimanded  oy  the  pretident ;  if  non- 
commissioned officers  or  soldiers,  every  person  so 
offending  shell,  for  bis  first  ofiance,  lorfeit  one- 
'tthjof  A  dollar,  to  be  deducted  out  of  his  next 
pay ;  ibr  the  second  offenoe,  he  shall  not  only  for- 
feit a  like  sum.  but  be  ooa&ned  twenty-four  hours} 
and,  for  every  like  ofieaee,  shall  suffer  and  pay  in 
like  manner;  which  nMusy,  so  forfeited,  shall  b« 
applied  by  the  captain  or  senior  officer  of  the  troop 
oc  company,  to  tne  use  of  the  sick  soldiers  of  the 
company  ot  troop  to  which  the  offender  belongs 

Art.  3.  Anv  non-commissioned  officer  or  sol- 
dier who  shall  USB  aojr  piofane  oath  or  execration, 
shall  incur  the  penalties  expressed  in  the  forWH. 
in?  article ;  and  a  commisaioned  officer  shall  ror- 
feit  and  pay  for  each  and  every  such  offence  one 
dollar,  to  be  applied  as  in  the  preceding  article. 

Arl.i.  Every  chaplain,  commissioned  in  the 
army  or  armies  of  the  United  States,  who  dioU 
absent  himself  jiom  the  duties  assigned  him,  (ex- 
cepting ia  cases  of  sickness  or  leave  of  absence,) 
shall,  on  conviction  theieof  before  a  court  martial, 
be  fined  not  exceeding  one  month's  pay,  beaidna 
the  loas  of  his  pay  during  his  absence;  or  be  dis- 
charged, as  the  said  court  martial  shall  judga 

Art.  5.  Any  officer  or  soldier  who  shall  as* 
contemptuous  or  disrespectful  words  against  the 
PreaideaL  of  the  United  Slates,  uiaiast  the  Vice 
President  thereof,  against  the  Coagress  of  the 
United  Spates,  or  against  the  Chief  Magislrate  or 
Legislature  of  any  of  the  United  States,  in  which 
he  mav  be  quartered,  if  a  commisaioned  officer, 
shall  be. cashiered,  or  oiheiwise  punished,  as  a 
court  marilal  shall  direct;  if  anon-commiasiooed 
officer  or  soldier,  he  shall  suffer  such  punishment 
as  shall  be  inSieled  on  him  by  tha  sentence  of  a 
coutt  maitiol. 
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Art.  6,  Any  officer  or  soldier  wbo  shall  behare 
himself  with  coDiempi  or  disrespect  towards  bis 
GOmroBodiDg  officer,  sbatl  be  puaisbed  accordipg 
to  tbe  nature  of  bis  offence,  bjr  the  jodgment  of  a 
court  mtiTtial, 

Art.  1.  Any  officer  or  soldier  vbo  shall  begin, 
excite,  eaase,  or  join  in  any  maii&y  or  sedition  in 
any  iroop  or  coiopany  in  the  serTice  of  tbe  Uni' 
ted  Statei.  or  in  any  parly,  post,  detachment,  or 
gaard,  ihatl  suffer  deain,  or  such  other  pun i>b men t 
as  by  a  court  martial  shall  be  inflicted. 

Art.  8.  Any  officer,  n on-commissioned  officer  oi 
aoldter,  who,  beint  -preaem  at  any  mutiny  or  sedi- 
tion, does  not  ase  nil  utmost  endeavortOBuppresa 
the  same,  or,  coming  to  the  knowledge  of  any 
intended  mutiny,  does  not,  wiifaoat  delay,  sive 
information  thereof  to  his  commaiwling  omeer, 
ebaU  be  panished  by  tbe  sentence  of  a  cotirt  mar- 
tial with  death,  or  otherwise,'  aeeording  to  the  na- 
ture of  his  offence. 

Art.  9.  Any  officer  or  soldier  who  shall  strike 
his  superior  officer,  or  draw  or  lift  up  any  weapon 
or  offer  any  riolence  against  bim,  being  in  the 
execution  of  his  offide,  on  any  pretence  whaisO' 
ever,  or  shall  disobev  any  lawful  command  of  his 
superior  officer,  shall  suffer  death,  or  sach  other 

Eunishment  as  shall,  according  to  tbe  natbre  of 
is  offence,  be  inflicted  upon  him  'by  tbe  sentence 
of  a  court  martial. 

Art.  10.  Erery  non-commissioned  officer  or  sol- 
dier who  shall  enlist  himself  ia  the  lerriee  of  the 
United  States,  shall,  at  the  time  of  his  so  enlietiog, 
or  within  six  days  afterwards,  have  the  articles 
for  the  goreroment  of  the  armies  of  the  United 
Stales,  read  lo  him,  and  shall,  br  the  officer  who 
enlisted  him,  at  by  the  commanding  (Acer  of  the 
troop  or  company  into  which  hk  was  enlisted,  ba 
taken  before  the  next  justice  of  the  peace,  or  < 
magistrate  of  any  city  or  town  corporate,  not  be- 
ing an  officer  of  the  aimy,  or  where  recourse  can- 
not be  had  totheciril  magistrate,  before  the  judge 
advocate,  and,  in  bis  presence,  shall  take  the  fol- 
lowing oath,  or  affirmation : 

"  I,  A.  B.,  do  tolemnlv  swear,  or  affirm,  (ts  the 
ease  may  be,)  that  I  will  bear  true  allegiftoce  to 
the  United  States  of  America,  and  that  I  will 
serve  them  honestly  and  faithfully  against  ali  their 
enemies  or  opposers  whatssever,  and  observe  and 
obey  tbe  orders  of  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  and  the  orders  of  tbe  officers  appointed 
over  me,  aeeording  to  the  rules  and  articles  for 
the  government  of  tbe  armies  of  the  United 
States :"  Wbieh  justice,  majicistrete.  or  jndge 
advocate,  is  to  give  die  t^cer  a  certificate,  signi- 
fying that  the  man  enlisted  <!id  lake  the  said  oath 
or  affirmation.  ' 

Art.  U.  Af^er  a  non-commissioned  officer  or 
Boldier  shall  hare  been  dnly  enlisted  and  sworn, 
he  shall  not  be  dismissed  the  seriice  without  n 
discharge  in  writing ;  and  no  discharge  granted 
to  bim,  shall  be  suffioient,  which  is  not  signed  by 
k  field  officer  of  the  regiment  to  which  he  belongs. 
OT  commanding  officer  where  no  Geld  officer  of 
the  regiroeoi  is  present;  and  no  discharge  shall 
be  given  to  a  non-commissioned  officer,  or  soldier, 
before  bis  term  of  service  has  expired,  btit  by  order 


of  the  President,  the  Secretary  of  War,  the  com- 
manding officer  of  a  department,  or  the  sentence 
of  a  general  court  martial;  nor  shall  a  commis- 
sioned  officer  be  discharged  the  service,  bat  by 
order  of  the  President  of  the  United  Slates,  or  by 
sentence  of  a  general  court  martial. 

Art.  12,  Every  colonel,  or  other  officer,  com- 
manding a  regiment,  troop,  or  company,  and  ae- 
toally  quartered  with  it,  may  give  furlooghs  to 
non-commissioned  officers  or  soldiers,  in  each 
numbers,  and  for  so  long  a  time  as  he  shall  jodge 
to  be  most  consistent  with  the  good  of  the  aer- 
vice ;  and  a  captain,  or  other  inferior  officer,  com- 
manding a  troop  or  company,  or  in  any  KSiriaon, 
fort,  or  barrack  of  the  United  Stales,  (his  field 
officer  being  absent,)  may  give  furloughs  to  oon- 
commissioned  officers  or  soldiers,  for  a  time  not 
exceeding  twenty  days  in  six  months,  but  not  to 
more  than  two  persons  to  be  absent  at  the  aame 
time,  except  «>me  extraordinary  occasion  should 
require  it. 

Art.  13.  At  every  muster,  tbe  commanding  offi- 
cer of  each  regiment,  troop,  or  company  there 
present,  shell  give  to  me  commissary  of  mustet^ 
or  other  officer  who  musters  the  said  r^ment 
Iroop,  or  company,  certificates  signed  by  himsdJ, 
signifying  how  long  such  officers,  as  shall  not  ap- 
pear at  the  said  muster,  have  been  absent,  and  tbe 
reason  of  their  absence.  In  like  manner,  the  com- 
manding officer  of  every  troop  oi  company,  shall 
give  cerlifioates,  signifying  the  reasons  of  tbe  ab- 
sence of  the  non-commissioned  officers  aiid  pri- 
vate soldiers,  which  reasons,  and  time  of  absence 
shall  be  inserted  in  the  muster  rolls,  opposite  the 
name  of  the  respectiveabsenlofficersand  soldiers. 
The  certificates  shall,  together  with  the  miutct 
rolls,  be  remitted  by  the  commissary  of  musters, 
or  other  officer  mustering,  to  the  Department  M 
War.  as  speedily  as  the  distance  of  the  place  will 
admit.  * 

Art.  14.  Every  officer  wbo  shall  be  convicted, 
beifore  a  general  court  martial,  of  having  ugned  a 
false  certificate,  relating  to  the  absence  of  either 
officer  or  private  soldier,  or  relative  to  bis  or  their 
pay,  shaU  be  cashiered. 

Art.  15.  Every  officer  wbo  shall  knowin^y 
make  a  false  muster  of  man  or  horse,  and  everv 
officer  or  qommistary  of  musters,  who  shall  wil- 
lingly sign,  direct,  or  allow  the  signing  of  muster 
rolls,  wherein  sucU  false  muster  is  contained  shaD, 
upon  proof  made  thereof  by  two  witnesses,  before 
a  general  court  martial,  be  cashiered,  and  shall  be 
thereby  utterly  disabled  to  have  or  hold  any  office 
oremployment  in  the  service  of  the  United  States; 

Art,  16.  Any-cdmmissary.of  musters,  or  other 
officer,  who  shall  be  convicted  of  baving  taken 
money,  or  other  thing,  by  way  -of  gratification,  on 
mustering  any  reciment,  troop,  or  company,  or  on 
sizning  muster  rolls,  shall  be  displaced  from  his 
office,  and  shall  be  thereby  uilerly  disabled  to 
have,  or  hold  any  office  or  employment  io  the  ser- 
vice of  tbe  United  States. 

Art.  17.  Any  officer  wbo  shall  presume  to  mas- 
ter a  oerson  as  'a  soldier,  who  is  not  a  soldwr, 
shall  be  deemed  guilty  of  having  made  a  &1m 
muater,  and  shall  anfier  acoftidingly. 
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Art.  18.  BTery  officer  who  shall  knowingly 
make  afalse  return  to  the  Deparitnpnt  of  War,  or 
to  aof  of  his  sQperioT  officert,  authorized  to  call 
for  such  leiarna,  of  the  slate  of  the  re^meDt, 
troo]^  or  eompaoy,  or  garrison,  under  his  com- 
maDd;  or  of  the  arms,  ammunilioD,  clothing,  oi 
other  stores  thereunto  belonging,  shall,  on  eouTic- 
tion  thereof  before  a  court  marlial,  be  cashiered.^ 

Art.  19.  The  commandingofficerof  every  regi- 
ment, troop,  or  independent  company,  or  garrison 
of  the  United  States,  shall,  in  the  beginning  of 
erery  month,  remit,  through  the  proper  channels, 
to  the  Department  of  War,  an  exact  retarn  of  the 
regiment,  troop,  independent  company,  or  garri- 
son, under  his  command,  specifying  the  names  of 
the  officers  then  absent  from  their  posts,  with  the 
reasons  for,  and  the  time  of  their  absence.  And 
any  officer  who  shall  be  convicted  of  having, 
through  neglect  or  design,  omitted  sending 
returns,  shall  be  puoished  according  to  the  ni 
of  his  crime  by  the  judgment  of  a  general  < 
martial. 

Art.  20.  All  officers  and  soldiers,  who  have 


of  having  deserted  the  same,  shall  suffer  death, 
or  such  other  punishment  as  by  sentence  of 
eonrl  martial  Shall  be  ioflicled. 

Art.  SI.  Any  non-commissioned  officer  <.. 
soldier,  who  shall,  without  leave  from  his  com- 
manding officer,  absent  himself  from  his  troop, 
companv,  or  detachment,  shall,  npon  beini;  con- 
victed thereof  be  pmiished  according  to  ue  na- 
ture of  hia  offence,  at  the  discretion  of  a  court 
martial. 

Art.  22.  No  non-commissioned'  officer  or  sol- 
dier shall  enlist  himself  in  any  other  regiment, 
troop,  or  company,  wiihoni  a  regular  discharge 
from  lEte  resimenu  troop,  or  company,  in  which 
he  last  served,  on  the  peiulty  of  beinff  refiuted  a 
deserter,  and  suffering  accordingly.  And  in  case 
any  officer  shall  knowingly  receive  and  entertain 
such  4ian-cem missioned  officer  or  soldier,  or  shall 
not,  afler  his  being  discovered  to  be  a  deserter,  im- 
mediately confine  him  and  give  notice  thereof  to 
the  corps  in  which  he  last  served,  the  said  offi- 
cer shaH,  by  a  court  martial,  be  casbJered. 

Art.  23.  Any  officer  or  soldier  who  shall  be 
convicted  of  having  advised  or  persuaded  any 
other  officer  or  soldier  to  desert  the  service  of  the 
United  States,  shall  lufier  death,  or  such  other 
punishment  as  shall  be  inflicted  upon  him  by  the 
sentence  of  a  court  matliaL 

Art.  24.  No  officer  or  soldier  shall  tue  any  le- 
proachnil  or  proToking  speecbea  or  gestores  to 
another,  npon  pain,  if  an  officer,  of  being  put  in 
arrest ;  if  a  soldier,  confined,  and  of  askmg  par- 
don of  the  party  offended,  in  the  presence  of  his 
commanding  officer. 

Art.  3B.  No  officer  or  soldier  shall  send  a  chal- 
lenge to  another  officer  or  soldier,  to  fight  a  duel, 
or  accept  a  challenge,  if  sent,  upon  pain,  if  a  com- 
missioned officer,  of  being  cashiered ;  if  a  non- 
eommissioncd  officer  or  soldier,  of  suffering  cor- 
poreal punbhment,  at  the  discretion  of  a  court 


Art.  26.  If  any  couraiissioned  or  non-commis- 
sioned officer,  commanding  a  guard,  shall  know* 
iogly  or  willingly  suffer  any  person  whatsoever 
to  go  forth  to  ngnt  a  duel,  he  shall  be  punished 
as  a  challenger ;  and  all  seconds,  promoters  and 
carriers  of  challenges,  in  order  to  duels,  shall  be 
deemed  principals,  and  be  punished  accordingly. 
And  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  every  officer  com- 
manding an  arm^,  regiment,  compaoy.  post,  oi;  de- 
tachment, who  19  knowing  to  a  challenge  being 
given,  or  accepted,  by  any  officer,  non-commis- 
sioned officer,  or  soldier,  under  his  command,  or 
has  reason  to  believe  the  same  to  be  the  case,  im- 
mediately to  arrest  and  bring  to  trial  such  offend- 

Art.  27.  All  officers,  of  what  condition  soever, 
have  power  to  part  and  quell  all  quarrels,  frays, 
and  disorders,  though  the  persons  concerned  should 
belong  10  another  regiment,  troop,  or  company; 
and  either  to  order  officers  into  arrest,  or  non-com- 
missioned officers  or  soldiers  into  confinement, 
until  their  proper  superior  officers  shall  be  ac- 
quainted therewith }  and  whosoever  shall  refuse 
to  obey  such  officer,  (though  of  an  inferior  rank,) 
or  shall  draw  bis  svord  upcm  him,  shall  be  pun- 
ished at  the  discretion  of  a  general  coort  martiaL 

Art.  28.  Any  officer  or  soldier  who  shall  np- 
braid  anoiber  for  refusing  a  challenge,  shall  him- 
self be  punished  as  a  challenger,  and  all  officers 
and  soldiers  are  herebv  discharged  from  Soy  dis- 
grace or  opinion  of  disadvantage,  which  might 
arise  fiom  their  having  refused  to  accept  of  cbal- 
Imses,  as  they  will  only  have  acted  in  obedience 
to  loe  laws,  and  done  their  dtiljr  as  good  soldiers, 
who  subject  themselves  to  discipline. 

Art.  29.  No  suitler  shall  be  permitted  lo  sell  any 
kind  of  liquors  or  victuals,  or  to  keep  their  hoases 
or  ^ops  open  for  the  entertainment  of  soldiers, 
aflei  nine  at  night,  oi  before  the  beating  of  the 

veilles,  or  upon  Sundays,  daring  divine  service 

sermon,  on  the  penalty  of  being  dismissed  from 
all  future  sottlins. 

Art.  30.  All  (^cera  commandine  in  (he  field, 
fons.  barracks,  or  garrisons  of  the  United  Stales, 
are  hereby  reqaited  to  see  that  the  persons  per- 
mitted to  sntue,  shall  supply  the  soldiers  with 
good  and  wholesome' pro  vis  ions,  or  other  articles, 
at  a  reasonable  price,  as  they  shall  be  answeraUe 
for  their  neslecl. 

Art.  31.  No  officer  commandinffin  anr  of  the 
garrisons,  forts,  or  barracks  of  the  United  States, 
'  all  exact  exorbitant  prices  for  houses  or  stalls 

:  out  to  suttlers,  or  connive  at  the  like  exactions 

others;  nor  by  his  own  authority,  and  for  hia 
private  advantage,  Ujr  any  duty  or  imposition 
npon,  or  tte  interested  in,  the  sale  of  any  victuals, 
liquota,  or  other  necessaries  of  life,  brought  inta 
the  garrison,  fort,  or  barracks,  for  the  uk  of  the 
soldiers,  on  the  penalty  of  being  discharged  from 
the  service. 

Ah.  32.  Every  officercommandiog  in  qnarten^ 
garrisons,  or  on  the  march,  shall  keep  good  order, 
and,  ID  the  utmost  of  his  power,  redress  all  abuses 
or  disoiderr,  which  may  be  committed  by  any 
officer  or  soldier  under  his  command;  if  upoft 
oompUint  made  to  him  of  officers  oi  soldiers  beat- 
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iog.  or  (Hberwiw  ill  trestiog,  aoy  person^  of  dis- 
turbioK  fairs  or  markets,  or  of  committing  any 
kinds  of  rials,  to  the  disquieting  of  the  citizens  of 
the  United  Slates,  he,  the  said  coramander,  nbo 
•ball  reruse  or  omit  to  see  justice  done  to  the  of- 
fenderSj  and  reparation  made  to  the  party  or  par- 
ties injured,  as  far  as  pan  of  the  offender's  pay 
shall  enable  bim  or  them,  sball,  upon  proof  there- 
of, be  cashiered  or  otherwise  pnoished  as  a  general 
court  mariial  shall.direcl. 

Art.  33.  When  any  commissioned  officer  or 
■oldier  shall  be  accused  of  a  capital  crime,  or  of 
faariug  used  violence,  or  committed  any  ofieace 
against  the  persons  or  property  of  any  citizen  of 
the  United  States,  such  as  is  pUEiishahle  by  the 
known  laws  of  tbe  landj  the  commanding  officer, 
and  officers  of  every  regiment,  troop,  or  company, 
to  which  the  person,  or  persons,  so  accused,  shall 
belong,  are  herehy  required,  upon  application  duly 
made,  or  io  behalf  of  the  party  or  parties  injun-d, 
to  use  their  uttnosi  endeavors  lo  deliver  over  such 
accused  person,  or  persons,  lo  tbe  civil  magistrate, 
and  hkewise  10  be  aiding  and  assisting  to  the  of- 
ficers of  justice  in  ippiehendin^  aod  securing  the 
person  or  persons  so  accused,  in  order  to  bring 
nim  or  them  to  triaL  If  any  commanding  officer, 
or  officers,  shall  wilfully  neglect,  or  ihalT  refuse, 
upon  the  application  aforesaid,  lo  deliver  over 
such  accused  person,  or  persons,  lo  the  civii  magis- 
tiBies,  or  to  be  aiding  and  assisting  to  the  offi- 
cers of  justice  in  apprehending  such  person,  or 
persons,  tbe  officer,  or  officers,  so  offending,  shall 


red. 


Art.  31.   If  anv   officer   shall  think  himself 
wronged  by  his  colonel,  or  tbe  commanding,  offi- 
of  the  legimenl,  and  shall,  unon  due  applica- 


tion being  made  (o  him.  he  refusea  redress,  be  may 
coinplaiu  to  ibe  general  commanding  in  the  State 
or  Territory  where  such  regiment  shall  be  station- 
ed,^ in  order  to  obtain  justice;  wbo  is  hereby  re- 
quired to  examine  into  the  said  complaint,  and 
take  proper  measures  for  redressing  the  wrong 
compUined  of,  and  transmit  as  soon  as  possible,  to 

the  Department  of  War,  a  true  state  of  sur*-  

plaint  wilb  tbe  proceedings  had.therecn. 

Art,  35.  If  any  inferior  officer  or  soldier  shall 
think  himself  wronged  by  bis  captain,  or  othei 
officer^  he  is  to  complain  thereof  to  thecommand- 
ing  officer  of  tbe  raiment,  who  is  hereby  required 
to  summon  a  regimental  court  mariial,  for  the 
doing  justice  to  the  complainant;  from  which  re- 

S 'mental  court  mariial,  either  party  may,  if  he 
inks  himself  still  a^rieved,  appeal  to  a  f[eaeral 
court  martial.  But  n7upOD a  second  hearing,  ihe 
appeal  shall  appear  vexatious  and  groundless,  ihe 
person,  so  appealing,  shall  be  puuisned  at  the  dis- 
cretion of  the  said  court  martial. 

Art.  36.  Any  commissioned  officer,  store- 
keeper, or  commissary,  who  shall  be  convicted  at 
a  general  court  martial,  of  haring  sold,  without  a 
proper  order  for  that  purpose,  embezzled,  misap- 
plied, or  wilfully,  or  through  neglect,  suffered  anj 
of  the  provisions,  forage,  arms,  clothing,  ammu- 
nition, or  other  military  stores,  belonging  lo  the 
United  States,  to  be  spoiled,  or  damaged,  shall,  at 
hij  owQ  expeiue,  make  good  the  loss,  or  damagi 


convicted,  at  a  regimeatal 
tial,  of  having  sold,  or  desi^oeilly,  or 

fleet,  yiasKi  the  ammuitiuoD  delir- 
im,  to  be  employed  in  tbe  service  .of 
the  United  States,  shall  be  punished  at  tbe  discre- 
tion of  such  court. 

38.  Every  non-commissioned  officer  or 
who  shall  be  convicted,  before  a  court 
martial,  of  having  sold,  lost,  or  spoiled,  through 
neglect,  his  horse,  arms,  clothes,  or  accoulremenu^ 
■hall  undergo  such  weekly  stoppages  (not  exceed- 
ing the  half  of  bis  pay)  as  such  court  mariial  shaJl 
judge  sufficient,  for  repairing  Ihe  loss  or  dannage; 
aodshall  suffer  confinement  or  such  other  corpo- 
real punishment  as  his  crime  shall  deserve. 

Art.  39.  Every  officer  who  shall  be  convict- 
ed, before  a  court  mariial,  of  havlitg  embe^Ied,  or 
misapplied  any  money,  with  which  he  may  have 
been  enlrusted  for  the  payment  of  the  men  under 
his  command,  or  for  enlisting  u — :-•-•!-.  — 


t  H  nihe 


purposes,. 


if  a  commissioned  offi- 


cer, shall  be  cashiered,  aod  compelled  to  refund 
the  money;  if  anon-commissioned  officer,  shall 
be  reduced  to  the  ranks,  be  put  under  stoppage* 
until  the  money  be  made  good,  and  suffer  such 
corporeal  punbhmeat  as  such  couri  martial  shaU. 

Art.  40.  Every  captain  of  a  troop  or  compa- 
ny is  charged  with  tne  arms,  accoutrements,  aia- 
munition,  clothing,  or  other  warlike  stores  be- 
loogiog  to  the  troop,  or  company  under  his  com- 
mand, which  h«  is  to  be  accouniable  for  to  his 
colonel,  in  case  of  iheir  being  lost,  spoiled,  ot 
damaged,  not  by  unavoidable  accideuts,  or  on  actoal 
service. 

Art.  41.  All  non-com  missioned  t^ers  mai 
soldiers^  who  shall  be  found  one  mile  from  Ihe 
camp,  without  leave,  in  writing,  from  their  coia- 
mandlng  officer,  shall  suffer  such  punishment  as 
shall  be  inflicted  upon  them  by  the  sentence  of  a 
court  martial. 

Art.  43.  No  officer  at  soldier  sbaU  be  out  of 
his  quarters,  prison,  or  camp,  without  lean 
from  his  superior  officer,  upon  penalty  of  being 
punished  according  to  the  nature  of  ols  offeiic«, 
by  the  sentence  of  a  court  martial. 

An.  43.  Every  con-comjnisaioned  officer  an4 
soldier  shall  retire  lo  his  quarters  or  tent,  at  ih« 
beating  of  the  letreai ;  in  default  of  which  he 
shall  be  punished  according  to  the  nature  of  his 
offeoce. 

Art.  44.  No  officer,  non-commissioned  offi- 
cer, or  soldier,  shall  fail  in  repairing,  at  the  time 
fixed,  to  the  place  of  parade,  of  exercise,  or  other 
rendezvous,  appointed  by  his  commaoding  officer, 
if  not  preveatea  by  sickness,  or  some  other  evident 
necessity ;  or  shall  go  from  the  said  place  of  rear 
dezvous,  without  leave  from  his  commanding  offi- 
cer, before  he  shall  be  regularly  dismissed  or  re- 
lieved, on  the  penalty  of  beios  punished  according 
to  the  nature  of  his  offence  by  the  sentence  of  a 

Art.  45,  Any  conuoissioued  officer  who  shall 
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he  found  dTonk  on  hia  guard,  partf ,  or  oiher  duty. 
shall  be  cashiered.  Aoy  DOD-commissiooed  offi- 
cer or  soldier  so  ofieadiog,  shall  saffer  soeh  cor- 
poresl  puaiahmenc  as  anali  be  inflicted  bf  the 
sentence  of  a  court  martini. 

Ari.  46.  An]^  sentinel  wbo  shall  be  found 
sleeping  upon  ^is  post,  or  shall  leave  ii  before  he 
«hall  be  regularly-  retieved,  shall  sotTer  death,  or 
such  other  punistiRient  a*  shall  be  inflteted  by  ihe 
sentence  of  a  court  mattial. 

Art.  47.  No  soldier  belonging  to  any  regi- 
ment, trooDj  or  company,  shall  hire  another  to  do 
his  duty  for  him,  or  be  excused  from  duty,  bat 
in  cases  of  sickness,  disability,  or  leave  of  absence; 
and  every  Such  aoldlei  fonod  guiltyof  hiring  his 
doty,  as  also  the  party  so  hired  to  do  anotoer's 
duty,  shall  be  punished  at  the  discretion  of  a  tegi- 
meotal  court  martial. 

Art.  4S.  And  every  non-commiuioned  offi- 
cer conniving  at  such  biting  of  duty  aforesaid, 
shall  be  reduced ;  and  every  commissioned  officer, 
knowing  and  aUo'wing  such  ill  practices  in  the 
service,  slwll  be  punished  by  the  judgment  of  a 

Art.  49.  Any  officer  belonging  to  the  service 
of  the  United  States,  who,  by  discharging  of  fir^ 
tima,  drawing  of  swords,  beating  of  drums,  or  by 
aoy  other  means  whatsoever,  shatl  occasion  false 
alarms  in  camp,  garrison^  or  quarters,  shall  suffer 
death,  or  sncb  otner  punishment  as  shall  be  or- 
dered 'by  the  sentence  of  a  general  court  martial. 

Art.  50.  Any  officer  or  soldier,  who  shall, 
without  urgent  necessity,  or  without  the  leave  of 
bis  Boperior  officer,  quit  nls  guard,  platoon,  or  di' 
vision,  shall  be  punished  according  to  the  nature 
of  his  offence,  by  the  sentence  of  a  court  martial. 

Ari.  51.  No  officer  or  soldier  shall  do  vio- 
lence to  any  person  who  brings  provisions  or  other 
necessaries  to  the  camp,  garrison,  or  quarters,  of 
the  forces  of  the  United  Stales,  employed  in  any 
parts  out  of  the  said  States,  upon  pam  of  death,  or 
Hch  other  puDisluaeal  asm  court  martial  ahatt 
direct. 

Art.  92.  Any  officer  or  soldier,  who  shall 
misbehave  himself  before  the  enemy,  run  away, 
or  shamefully  abandon  any  fort,  post,  or  guard, 
which  he  or  they  may  be  commanded  to  defend, 
or  speak  words  inducing  others  to  do  the  like;  or 
shall  cast  away  his  arms  and  ammunition,  or  who 
shall  qoit  his  post  or  colours  to  plunder  and  pil- 
lage, every  such  offender  being  duly  convicted 
thereof,  rtall  suffer  death,  or  such  other  punish- 
ment as  shall  be  ordered  by  the  sentence  of  a  gen- 
eral court  marlial. 

Art,  53.  Any  person  beloneing  to  the  armies 
of  Che  United  Stjites  who  ^aQ  make  known  the 
Watch-word  to  any  person  who  is  not  entitled  lo 
receive  it,  according  to  the  rules  and  discipline 
of  war,  or  shall  presume  to  give  a  parole  or  watch 
word,  different  from  what  be  received,  shall  suffer 
death,  or  such  other  punishment  as  shall  be  or- 
dered bv  the  sentence  of  a  general  court  martial. 

Art.  64.  All  officers  and  soldiers  are  to  be- 
have themselves  orderly  in  quarters,  and  on  their 
march;  and  whosoever  shslV  commit  any  waste 
or  spoil,  either  inwaUu  of  trees,  parks,  w&neos, 


fish  ponds,  houses,  or  gardens,  cornfields,  enclo- 
BOres  of  meadows,  or  shall  maliciously  dcElroy 
any  property  whatsoever,  beloogins  to  the  inhab- 
ilanls  of  the  United  States,  unless  by  order  of  the 
then  commander  in-chief  of  the  armies  of  the 
said  States,  shall  (besides  such  penalties  as  they 
are  liable  to  by  law)  be  punishea  according  to  the 
nature  and  degree  of  the  offence,  by  the  judgment 
of  a  regimental  or  general  court  mariiat. 

Art.  55.  Whosoever,  belonging  to  the  armies 
of  the  United  States,  employed  in  foreign  parts, 
shall  force  a' safe-guard,  shall  suffer  death. 

Art.  56.  Whosoever  shall  relieve  the  enemr 
with  money,  victuals,  or  ammunition,  or  shalt 
knowingly  narbor  or  protect  an  enemy,  shall  suf- 
fer death,  or  such  other  punishment  as  shall  be 
ordered  by  the  sentence  oi  a  court  martial. 

Art.  57.  Whosoever  shall  be  convicted  of 
holding  correspondence  with  or  giving  intelligence 
to  the  enemy,  either  direeily  or  inuirecily,  shall 
sufier  death,  or  such  other  punishment  as  shall  be 
ordered  by  the  sentence  of  a  court  martiaL 

Art.  S8.  All  public  stores  taken  in  the  enemy's 
camp,  towns,  forts,  or  magazines,  whether  of  ar> 
tiilery.  ammunition,  clothing,  forage  or  provisions, 
shall  be  secured  for  the  service  of  the  United 
Slates;  for  the  neglect  of  which  the  commanding 
officer  is  to  be  answerable. 

Art.  59.  If  any  commander  of  any  garrison, 
fortress,  or  post,  shall  be  compelled,  by  the  officers 
and  soldiers  under  his  command,  to  eive  up  to  the 
enemy,  or  to  abandon  it,  the  commissioned  officers, 
non-commissioned  officers,  or  soldiers,  who  shall 
be  convicted  of  having  so  offended,  shall  suffer 
death,  or  such  other  punishment  as  shall  be  in- 
flicteii  upon  them  by  the  sentence  of  a  court-mar- 
Ual. 

Art.  60.  Alt  rattlers  and  retainers  to  thecamp, 
■nd  all  persons  whatspever,  serving  widi  the  ar- 
mies of  the  United  Stales  in  the  field,  though  not 
enlisted  soldiers,  are  to  be  subject  to  orders,  accord- 
ing to  the  roles  and  discipline  of  war. 

Art.  61.  Officers  having -brevets,  or  commissions, 
of  a  prior  date  to  those  of  the  regiment  in  which 
they  serve,  may  take  place  in  court-martials  and 
on  detachments,  when  composed  of  different  corps, 
according  to  the  ranks  given  them  in  their  bre- 
vets, or  dates  of  their  former  commissions ;  but 
in  the  regiment,  troop,  or  company,  to  which  such 
officers  belong,  they  shall  do  duty  and  take  ranL 
both  in  courts  martial  and  on  detachments,  which 
shall  be  composed  only  of  tbeir  own  corps,  ac- 
cording to  the  commissions  by  which  they  are 
mustered  in  the  said  corps. 

Art.  63.  If  upon  marches,  guards,  or  in  quarters, 
different  corps  of  the  artny  shall  bappen  lo  join, 
or  do  duty  together,  the  officer  highest  in  rank  of 
the  line  of  the  army,  marine  corps,  or  militia,  bv 
commission  there,  on  duty,  or  in  quarters,  shall 
command  the  whole,  and  sive  orders  for-wbat  is 
needfai  to  the  service,  unless  otherwise  specially 
directed  by  the  President  of  the  United  States,  ac- 
cording to  the  nature  of  the  case. 

Art.  63.  The  functions  of  the  engineers  being 
generally  confined  to  the  most  elevated  branch  oT 
miliiaiy  science,  they  are  not  to  assume,  nor  are 
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they  subject  tq  be  ordered  oa  anjr  duly  beyond  the 
lioe  of  their  iinmediBte  nrofessioo,  eieept  by  the 
specialorderof  ibePresideac  of  the  United  States; 
hut  tliey  are  to  reeeira  ertry  mark  of  reaped,  to 
which  their  laiik  in  (he  army  may  eoliile  [hem, 
lespeclively,  and  are  liable  to  be  transferred,  at 
the  discreuon  of  the  President,  from  one  corps  to 
the  other,  rmrd  being  paid  to  rank. 

Ati.  64.  General  courts  mariiil  taay  consist  of 
any  number  of  commisaioaed  officer*,  from  five  to 


Tened,  without  manifest  injury  to  the  service. 

Art.  05.  Any  general  officer  commanding  an 
army,  or  colonet  commanding  it  separate  depart- 
ment, may  appoint  general  courts  martial,  when- 
ever necessary.  But  no  sentence  of  a  cotirl  mar- 
tial shall  be  carried  into  execution  until  afler  the 
whole  proceedings  shall  have  been  laid  before  the 
officers otdettngine same, or  theofficer  command- 
itig  the  troops  for  the  time  being;  neither' shall 
any  sentence  of  a  general  court  martial,  in  time 
of  peace,  exteudin^  to  the  loss  of  life,  ar  the  dis- 
mission of  a  commissioned  officer,  or  which  sbail. 
either  in  time  of  peade  or  war,  respect  a  general 
officer,  be  carried  into  execution,  until  alter  the 
whole  proceedings  aball  have  been  tranimilied  to 
the  Secretary  of  War,  to  be  laid  before  ihe  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States,  for  his  oonfirmation  or 
disapproval,  and  orders,  in  the  case.  All  other 
sentences  may  be  confirmed  and  executed  by  the 
officer  ordering  the  court  to  assemble,  or  the  com- 
manding officer,  for  the  time  being,  as  the  iciiee 

Arl.  66.  Every  officer  commanding  a  regiment, 
or  corps,  may  appoint,  for  his  own  regiment,  or 
corps,  conrts  martial,  to  coi^sist  of  three  commis- 
sioned officers,  for  ibe  trial  and  ponishment  of  of- 
fences not  capital,  and  decide  upon  their  sentenoea. 
For  the  same  purpose,  all  officers,  commanding 
any  of  the  garrisons,  forts,  barracks,or  other  place*, 
where  the  troops  consist  of  diSerent  cwps,  may 
assemble  courts  martial,  to  consist  of  three  com* 
missioned  officers,  anddecide  upon  their  sentence*. 

Art.  67.  No  garrison  or  regimental  court  martial 
■ball  have  the  power  to  try  capital  caaes,  or  com- 
misaioned  officers;  neither  shall  they  inSict  a  fine 
exceeding  one  month's  pay,  nor  imprison,  nor  put 
to  hard  latKir,anynon-commissio[kea  officer  or  sol- 


and  necessatv  to  the  public  service,  the  officers  of 
the  marines  snaj I  be  associated  with  the  officers  of 
the  land  forces,  for  the  purpose  of  holding  court* 
martial  aad  trying  ofi'eoders  belonging  to  either; 
9ai  in  such  cases  the  orders  of  the  senior  officer 
of  either  corps,  who  may  be  present  and  duty  au- 
tborized,  shall  he  received  and  obeyed. 

Art.  69.  The  judge  adrocate,  or  some  person 
deputed  by  him,  or  by  the-general  or  officer  com- 
manding the  army,  detachmeni,  or  garrison,  shall 
prosecute  in  the  name  of  the  United  States,  bat 
■hall  so  fkr  consider  himself  as  counsel  for  the 

Crisooer,  after  the  said  prisoner  shall  have  made 
is  plea,  as  to  object  to  any  leading  question  to 
tny  of  the  wilnenes,  or  any  question  to  the  pris- 


oim,  the  answer  to  which  might  tend  lo  crimiaai* 

himself;  and  administer  to  eack  member  of  tb 
court,  before  they  proceed  upon  any  Irial,  ihe  fol- 
lowing oath,  which  shall  also  betaken  bjr  all  tae»- 
bers  of  the  regimental  and  garrison  coarta  martial: 

"  You,  A.  B,  do  sweat  uat  you  will  -weii  and 
trnly  try  and  determine,  aecording  to  eriilenee,  the 
matter  row  befoTe  ywt.  between  the  UDited  State* 
of  America  and  the  prisoner  to  be  tried  ;  and  ikat 
yoDwill  duly  administer  justice,  according  to  the 
proviiioBS  of'An  act  establishing  rules  and  uticlei 
for  (he,  government  of  the  armies  of  -the  United 
States,'  withoQtpartiality,  favor,  or  a9ecUon;ani 
if  any  doubt  shall  arise,  not  explained  by  said  ar- 
ticles, according  to  your  conscience,  the  beat  ef 
your  uitderstandiog,  and  tbe  custom  of  war  in  like 
cases:  and  you  do  further  swear,  that  yon  will 
not  divulge  the  sentence  of  (he  court  until  hahall 
be  published  by  the  proper  auihority :  neitber  will 
you  disclose  or  discover  the  vote  or  opioioo  of  a>y 
particular  member  of  the  court  matiial,  natea*  re- 
quired to  give  evidence  (hereof  as  a  witness,  by  a 
court  of  justice,  in  a  due  course  of  law.  So  hdp 
you  God." 

And  as  soon  as  the  said  oath  ahall  have  been 
administered  to  the  resnective  members,  the  Pren- 
dent  of  the  court  shall  administer  to  the  jadge 
advocate,  or  person  officiating  aa  each,  an  ouk  tn 
the  folio  wingwords: 

''You,  A.  B.,  do  ■weai,that  yon  will  not  dis- 
close or  discover  the  vote  or  opmion  of  any  par- 
ticular member  of  the  court  martiKl,  onlos  re- 
quired U  give  evidence  thereof  as  a  witness,  by  a 
court  of  justice  in  due  course  of  lawi  nor  dtviilg* 
tbe  sentence  of  the  court,  to  any  but  proper  aiH 
thoriiy,  until  it  shall  be  daly  disclosed  by  the  same. 
So  help  you  God." 

Art.  70.  When  a  prisoner  arraigned  before  a 

teneral  court  martial  shall,  from  obstinacy  aad 
eliberare  design,  stand  mate  or  aiuwer  foreign  to 
the  purpose,  the  court  may  |Hoceed  (o  trial  and 
judgment  as  if  the  piisoner  bad  tcgolaily  plead- 
ed not  guilty. 

Art.  71.  When  a  member  shall  be  ohallenged 
by  a  DriioneE,  he  muststatehiscatiseof  challeog^ 
of  wnich  the  court  shall,  after  due  deliberatioB, 
determine  the  relevancy  or  validity,  and  decide 
accordingly;  and  no  challenge  to  more  than  one 
member  at  a  time  shall  be  received  by  tbe  court. 

Art.  72.  Atl  the  members  of  tbe  court  mar- 
tial ate  to  behave  with  decency  and  calmitcss; 
and  in  giving  their  votes,  are  to  begin  with  the 
youngest  in  comminion. 

Art.'  73.  All  persons  who  give  evideiMe  be- 
fore a  court  martial,  are  to  be  examined  on  oath 
or  affirmation,  in  the foUowing  form: 

"You  swearer  affirm_,.a(  Ihecaae  majrb^lht 
evidence  you  shall  give  in  the  cause  now  in  hear- 
ing, shall  be  the  truth,  the  whole  truth,  and  noth- 
ing but  the  truth.    So  help  yon  Qod." 

Art.  74.  On  the  trials  of  cases  not  capiul 
the  deposition  of  witnesses  not  in  the  line  or  laff 
of  tbe  army,  may  be  taken  before  some  justice  of 
the  peace,  and  read  in  evidence:  Ftwidtd,iM 
prosecutor  and  the  penon  aecQsed  are  piewt  at 
the  taking  the  same,  or  in  duly  notified  AatoS, 
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Art.  75.  Ho  officer  shall  be  tried  but  hj  t, 
general  court  martial^  nor  by  officers  of  an  inferior 
^rank,  ifit  can  be  sTOided:  nor  sbalt  any  proceed- 
ings or  trials  be  carried  on  escepting  between  the 
hours  of  eight  in  the  morning,  aod  three  in  lh< 
afternoon,  excepting  in  cases,  wbicb,  in  the  opio' 
ion  of  the  officer  appointing  the  court  martia^ 
require  immediate  example. 

Art.  76.  No  person  wbaterei  shall  nie 
menacing  'words,  signs,  or  gestures,  in  presem 
a  court  martial,  ot  siiall  cause  any  disordci  ur 
rioL  or  disturb  liieir  proceedings,  oo  the  penally 
of  being  punished,  at  the  discretion  of  the  said 
coDrt  martial. 

An.  Tt.  Whenerer  any  officer  shall  be  charg- 
ed with  a  crime,  he  shall  be  arrested  and  confined 
in  his  barracks,  qufirtera,  orient,  and  deprived  of  his 
s^ord.  by  the  commanding  officer.  And  aay  offi- 
cer wno  shall  leave  his  confinement  before  he 
•hall  be  set  at  liberty  by  his  commanding  Officer, 
or  by  a  superior  officer,  shall  be  cashiereiL 

Art.  7S.  Nod -com  missioned  officers  and  sol- 
dieris,  charged  with  crimes,  shall  ha  confided,  until 
tried  by  a  court  martial,  or  released  by  proper 
authority. 

Art.  79.  No  officer  or  soldier,  who  shall  he 
put  in  arrest,  shall  continue  in  confinement  i 
than  eight  dafs,  or  until  snch  time  as  a  coart 
martial  can  be  assembled. 

Art.  80.  No  officer  commanding  a  gnard,  _. 
provost  marshal,  sball  refuse  to  receive  or  keep 


came  time,  deliver  an  account  in  writing,  signed 
by  himself,  of  the  criiqe  with  vhich  the  said 
prisoner  is  charged. 

An.  81.  No  officer  commanding  a  guard,  or 
provost  marshal,  shall  presame  to  release  any 
person  committed  to  his  charge,  without  proper 
BDihority  for  so  doing,  nor  shall  he  suffer  any 
person  to  escape,  on  the  penalty  of  beins  punished 
for  il  by  the  sentence  of  a  court  martial. 

An.  63.  Bver^  officer  or  provost  marshal,  to 
whose  charge  prisoners  shall  be  committed,  shall, 
within  iwenty-four  hours aAer  such  commitment, 
or  as  soon  as  be  shall  be  relieved  from  his  gnard, 
make  report  in  writing,  to  the  commanding  officer, 
irf  their  names,  their  crime:,  and  the  names  of  the 
officers  who  committed  them,  on  the  penalty  of 
being  punished  for  disobedience  or  neglect,  at  the 
discretion  of  a  court  martial. 

An.  83.  Any  commissioned  officer  convicted 
before  a  general  court  meriiat  of  conduct  uqbe- 
coming  an  officer  and  a  gentleman,  shall  be  dis- 
misseiTche  service. 

An^  84.  In  cases  where  a  court  martial  may 
think  it  proper  to  sentence  a  commissioned  officer 
10  be  suspended  from  command,  they  shall  have 
power  also  to  suspend  his  pay  and  emoluments 
for  the  same  time,  according  to  the  nature  and 
heinousness  of  the  effience. 

jlrf.  85.  In  all  cases  where  a  commissioned 

officer  is  cashiered  for  cowardice  or  fraud,  it  shall 

he  added  in  the  sentence,  that  the  crime,  name, 

and  place  of  abode  and  pnnishmeM  of  the  delink 
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about  the  camp,  and  of  the  particular  State  from 
which  the  ofiender  came,  or  where  he  usually 
resides,  after  which,  it  sbslt  be  deemed  scanda- 
Ions  for  an  officer  to  associate  with  him. 

An.  86.  The  commanding  officer  of  any  post 
or  detachment,  in  which  there  shall  not  be  a  num- 
ber of  officers  adequate  to  form  a  general  court 
martial,  shall,  in  cases  which  require  the  cogni- 
zance of  such  a  court  report  to  the  commanding 
officer  of  the  department,  who  shall  order  a  court 
to  be  assembled  at  the  neatest  post  or  detachment, 
and  the  party  accused,  with  necessary  witnesses,  to 
be  transported  to  the  ptece  where  the  said  court 
shall  be  oisembled. 

Art.  87.  No  person  shall  be  sentenced  to  suffer 
death,  but  by  the  concurrence  of  two  thirds  of 
the  members  of  a  general  court  martial,  nor  ex- 
cept in  the  cases  li  ere  in  expressly  mentioned; 
nor  shall  more  than  fifty  lashes  be  infiicted  on 
any  offender,  at  the  discretion  of  a  court  martial; 
and  no  officer,  non-commissioned  officer,  soldier, 
or  follower  of  the  army,  shall  be  tried  a  second 
time  for  the  same  offence. 

AM.  S8.  No  person  shell  be  liable  to  be  tried 
and  punished  bv  a  general  court  martial  for  any 
offence  which  shall  appear  to  have  been  commit- 
ted more  than  two  yean  before  the  issuing  of  the 
order  for  such  trial,  unless  the  person,  by  reason 
if  having  absented  himself  or  some  other  manifest 
mpediment,  shall  not  have  been  amenable  to  jua- 
tice  within  that  period. 

Art.  89.  Every  officer  authorized  to  order  a  gen- 
eral court  martial,  shall  have  power  to  pardon  or 
mitigate  any  punishment  ordered  by  such  court, 
except  the  sentence  of  death,  or  of  cashierliig  an 
officer;  which,  in  the  cases  where  he  has  author- 
ity (by  article  65)  to  carry  them  into  execution, 
ie  may  suspend,  until  the  pleasure  of  the  Presi- 
dent 01  the  Uaited  States  can  be  known;  wbieli 
suspension,  together  with  copies  of  the  proceed- 
ings of  the  court  martiaL  the  said  officer  shall  im- 
mediately tratisrait  to  the  President,  for  his  de- 
termination. And  the  colonel  or  commanding 
officer  of  the  regiment  or  garrison,  where  any  re- 
gimental or  garrison  court  martial  shall  be  held, 
may  pardon  or  mili^te  anr  punishment  ordered 
by  such  court  to  be  infiictea. 
Art.  90.  Every  judge  advocate,  or  person  officiat- 
i^assnch.aiaDyceneral  court  martial,  shall  trans- 
lit,  with  as  much  enedidon  as  the  opportunitv 
ftime  and  distance  of  place  can  admit,  the  origi- 
nal proceedings  and  sentence  of  such  court  mar- 
tial, lo  the  Secretary  of  War,  which  said  arieinal 
proceedings  and  sentence  shall  be  carefully  sept 
and  preserved  in  the  office  of  said  Secretary,  to 
the  end  that  the  persons  entitled  thereto  may  be 
enabled,  apon  application  to  the  said  office,  to  ob- 
"  in  copies  thereol. 

The  party  tried  bv  any  general  court  martial, 
shall,  upon  demand  thereof  made  by  himself  or  by 
any  person  or  person*  in  his  behalf,  be  entitled  to 
a  copy  of  the  sentence  and  proceMiogs  of  such 
"inrt  martial. 

An.  91.  In  cases  where  the  general  or  com- 
manding (dScer  maf  order  a  court  of  inquiry  to 
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examiae  into  the  oatuie  of  any  iiaasaclion,  ac- 
cusstioD,  or  impulaiioQ  arainet  any  officer  or 
soldier,  the  saia  court  ahall  consist  of  one  oi 
more  officers,  Dot  exceediog  three,  and  a  judge 
advocate,  or  oihec  suitable  person  as  a  recorder, 
to  reduce  the  proceedings  ancteTideQce  to  writing, 
all  of  wtiom  sh8ll"be  sworn  to  the  faithful  perform- 
aiice  of  their  duty.  This  court  shall  aav«  ibe 
same  power  to  summon  witnesses  asa  court  mar- 
tial, and  to  examine  Ibem  on  oaib.  But  they  shall 
not  give  their  omnion  on  the  merits  of  the  case,, 
excepting  they  shall  be  thereto  specially  required. 
The  parlies  accused  shall  also  be  permitted  to 
cross  eiamiqe  and  iotetrojcate  the  witnesses,  so  as 
to  iDvestigate  fully  the  circumstances  in  ouesiion. 
Art.  92.  The  proceeding;  of  a  court  or  inquiry 
must  be  authenticated  by  the  signature  of  ine  re- 
corder and  the  president,  and  delivered  to  the 
commaodiitg  officer;  and  the  said  pioceedinffs 
may  be  admitted  as  evidence  by  a  court  maitiiO, 
in  cases  not  capital,  or  extending  to  the  dismission 
of  an  officer,  provided  that  the  circnmstances  are 
such  that  oral  testimony  cannot  be  obtained.  But 
as  courts  of  inquiry  may  be  perverted  to  dishonor- 
«ble  purpows,  and  may  be  considered  as  engines 
of  destruction  to  military  merit,  in  the  hands  of 
weak  and  envious  comroaadania,  ibey  are  hereby, 

Crohibiied,  unless  directed  by  the  President  of  the 
roited  States,  or  demanded  by  the  accused. 

An.  93.  The  jQdge  advocate,  or  recorder  shall 
administer  to  the  members  the  following  oath : 

"  You  shall  well  and  truly  examine  and  inqjiiie, 
according  to  jrour  evidence,  into  the  matt«r  now 
before  you,  without  partiality,  favor, affection,  wr 
judice,  or  bope  of  reward :  So  help  you  God. 

After  which  the  president  shall  administer  to 
the  judge  advocate,  or  recorder,  tke  following 
oath : 

"Yon,  A.  B..  do  swear  that  von  will,  according 
(o  your  best  abilities,  accurately  and  impartial!/ 
record  the  proceedings  of  the  court,  and  the  evi- 
dence to  be  girea  in  ine  case  in  hearing :  So  help 
you  Ood," 

The  witnesses  shall  lake  the  same  oat&  ai 
Besses  sworn  before  a  court  martial. 

Art.  94.  When  any  commissioned  officer 
die  or  be  killed  in  the  service  of  the  United  States, 
the  major  of  the  regiment,  or  the  officer  doing  the 
major's  duty  in  his  abseoc^  oz  in  any  post  or 
garrison,  the  second  officer  id  command,  ot  the 
assistant  military  agent,  shall  immediately  secure 
all  his  effects  or  equipage,  then  in  camp  or  quar- 
ters, and  shall  make  an  inventory  thereof  and 
forcbwiih  transmit  the  same  to  the  office  of  the 
Department  of  War,  to  the  end  that  his  executors 
or  administrators  may  receive  the  same. 

Ah.  95.  When  any  non  commissioned  officer, 
ot  soldier,  shall  die,  or  be  killed,  in  the  service  of 
the  United  States,  the  then  commanding  officer 
of  the  troop,  or  company,  shall,  in  the  presence  of 
two  other  commissioned  officers,  take  an  account 
of  what  effects  be  died  possessed  of,  above  his 
arms  and  accoutremet\ls,  and  transmit  the  same 
■  to  the  office  of  the  Department  of  War;  which 
aaid  effects  are  to  be  accounted  for,  and  paid  to 
the  tepresentatives  of  such  deceased  noa-conuiiift- 


sioned  office  or  soldier.  And  in  caae  ttay  of  >lie 
officers,'  so  authorized  to  lake  care  of  the  eBetU  rt 
deceased  officers  and  soldiers,  should,  befoxa  tbey 
have  accounted  to  their  representatives  for  the 
same, hate  occasion  to  leave  the  regiment  or  po*^ 
by  preferment,  or  otherwise,  they  shall,  before  tb^ 
bepermilied  to(^uittbe  same,  deposit  in  the  huA 
of  Ine  commanding  officer,oi  of  tne  assistant  mili- 
taty  agent,  all  tbe  effects  of  such  deceased  non- 
commissioned officers  and  soldiers,  in  ordartbat 
the  same  may  be  secured  for,  and  paid  to,  their  re- 
spective representatives. 

*  '  ""  All  officers,  conductors,  gaDoars,  mal- 
, ers,  or  other  persons  whatsoever  receiv- 
ing pay,  01  hire,  in  tbe  service  of  lh«  ariiUeiT,  or 
corps  of  engineers  of  the  United  Statea^  nhaQ  bt 
governed  by  tbe  aforesaid  rules  and  artiele^and 
shall  be  subject  to  be  tried  by  courts  martial,  in 
like  manner  with  tbe  officers  and  soldiers  of  tbe 
other  troops  in  the  serrine  of  tbe  Dnited  SlktOL 


Art.  97.  The  officers  and  wldiers  of  any  troopa, 
wJietber  militia  or  others,  being  master^  and  ia 
pay  of  the  United  States,  shalT,  at  all  ti 


all  places,  whM  joined,  or  acting  in  conjunc- 
tion with  the  regular  forces  of  the  United  Suie^ 
be  governed  by  tbeae  roles  and  articlea  of  war, 
and  shall  be  subject  to  be  tried  by  cotirts  martial, 
in  like  manner  with  llie  officers  and  aoldiera  is 
tbe  regular  forces,  save  only  that  sneb  courts  mai- 
tial  shall  be  eon^KMed  entirely  of  militia  officers. 

Ah.  98.  All  officers,  serving  by  comtaisaioa 
from  the  »itborlty  of  aay  particular  State,  shall, 
on  all.  detachments,  courts  martial,  or  other  dnty, 
wherein  tbey  may  be  employed  in  ooBJonelioa 
with  the  tegular  forces  of  the  United  States,  take 
rank  next  arter  all  officers  of  the  like  gride  i& 
said  regular  forces,  notwithstanding  the  commis- 
sJoDs  of  such  militia  «r  State,  officers  may  be  older 
than  the  commissions  of  tbe  offioers  of  tbe  regu- 
lar forces  of  the  United  Slates. 

Art.  99.  All  orimes  not  capital,  andall  diaoiita 
and  neglects  which  officers  and  soldiers  nmj  be 
guilty  of,  to  the  prejudice  of  good  order  aad  mil- 
itary discipline,  though  not  mentioned,  in  tha&ire- 
going  articles  of  vu,  are  to  be  tak^  cognizanee 
of  by  a  general  or  regimental  court  martial,  acr 
cording  to  tbe  nature  and  degree  ot  the  oflence, 
and  be  punished  at  their  discretion. 

Art.  100.  Tbe  President  of  the  United  Stales 
shall  have  i^wei  to  pieeeribf  the  Doiform  t£ 
the  army. 

Art.  101.  The  foregoing  articles  ar«  to  be  real 
and  jjnblijhed  auce  in  every  six  nuHUhs,  to  every 
garuson,  regiment,  troop,  or  ccfmpoDy.  mnstered 
or  R>  be  mustered  in  tbe  service  of  tbie  tToited 
Slates,  and  are  to  be  duly  observed  and  obeyed 
by  Etll  officers  and  aoidiers  who  ar^  or  shall  ba  is 

Sue.  3.  .And  be  U  further  auuted,  Tbat,la 
time  of  war,  all  persons  not  citizens  o^  or  owtof 
allegiance  to  the  United  States  of  America,  vbo 
shall  be  found  lurking  as  spies,  in  or  abont  lbs 
fortificatioas  or  encampments  of  Uie  amuBs  of  tbe 
United.  Slates,  or  any  of  them,  shall  suffer  death, 
according  to  tne  law  and  asa^oToation^lf  sen- 
tenoe  of  a  general  court  toaitial. 
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mles  and  ngalaUoiia,  bjr  whick  tk«  BimiM  of  the 
Unitad  States  havehareloHDK  boen  goreroed,  and 
thateM>lTeaotCoBgreMtbeT«amWasDa>«cljaMi«- 
Bpcc^Bg  tbe  «ma,  ahali  heaecfortti  b&void  a»A,  of 
DO  cSmc,  eaoept  to  hr  m  may  nlate  to  any  iraos- 
aetiona  Bsdei  tkem,  prior  to  the  promolgatioa  of 
tfaia  attest  the  Mvetupoeli  aadgvnMiu,r«ipecl- 


i*ely,  oconiHcd  by  mj  part  of  tfaa  anSf  of  the 
Uniud.  Stataa. 

A^xond,  April  10, 180&, 


An  Act  reltliog  to  bonds  fprtn  hj 

J3s  it  emacted,  fc^  That  ihe  bond  heretofore 
gireo,  01  wbicb  maf  heieafLer  be  ^iveo,  bv  the 
marsbal  of  anj  district,  foi  the  faithful  perlorair 
ancs  of  tha  dalyta  of  bia  office,  ahali  be  GJed  and 
recorded  in  the  offine  ot  the  cleric  of  the  district 
court,  or  circuit  court,  uttina.  wltbin  the  district 
for  which  such  m&ubal  shall  bare  been  appointed, 
and  copies  thereof,  certified  by.  li^e  clerlt,  under 
the  seal  of  the  said  court,  shaU  be  con^t^at  evi- 
dence in,  any  court  of  jiutice. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  macUd,  ThatUshall 
be  lawful  in  case  nt  the  breach  of  the  tfODdiiion 
of  aajr  such  bond,  for  any  person,  parsons,  oi  body 
politic,  tbereby  injured,  to  Inaiiiuie  a  suit  upon 
soehbond,  in  the  name  and  for  tb«  sole  lue  of  such 
party,  and  thereupon  to  recoTar  such  damages, 
a*  sbaU  be  let^lly  assessed,  with  costa  of  suit ;  .for 
wbicb  execution  naay  issue  for  such  party. in  due. 
fons  i  and  in  casa  such  pat ly  sbaU  fail  to.  recorer 
in  tbeauit,  judgment  shall  be  rendered  aodextea^ 
tioa  nsy  issue  foi  coat  in  isvor  of  the  defendant 
or  defendants,  against  the  party  who  shall  harein- 
atituied  iba  anil ;  aad  the  Untied  Sutas  shall  in 
no.case  be  liable  for  the  same. 

Sao.  X  And  U  itjitrther  enaeUd,  Tl)at  the 
said  bonds  shall,  aftai  any  judgment,  or  juik;: 
aunts  rendered  thereon,  remain  ae  a  seouiily,  for 
the  benefit  of  any  person,,  petaons,  ot  body,  politic, 
injured  bjr.breacb  of  the  condition  of  the  same, 
Oittil  the  whole  ()«oalty  sh^  hii.Te  been  recov- 
ered ;  and  the  pioceedii^s  shall  be  always  in  the 
BMoe  manner,  and  a*  hereiabefoie  directed. 

Sw.  4.  Ajid  be  it  fur&o'  etnuted.  That  all 
auits  on  marshals'  bonda,iftba  right  of  action,  has 
already  accrued,  shall  be  covmeneedand  pEOs». 
ciued  within  three  years  after  the  pasrage  of 
this  act,  and  not  aHerwaids.  And  all  sgch  suits, 
ia  case  the  right  of  action  shall  accrue  hereafter, 
■ball  be  commenced  and  prosecnted  wkbin  six 
years  after  the  said  right  ot  action  shall  have  ac- 
crued^ and  not  afterwards;  sariqg,  nevertheless, 
the  lights  of  infants,  feme,  coterU,  and  persons 
nQn  compot  rnaUU,  so'  that  tbey  sue  within  three 
years  afiei  Ibeir  ditahiUties  are  temoTed. 

Apprared,  April  10, 1S06. 


Be  U  enacted,  ^.,  That,  from  and  after  the  m»> 
sage  of  diiaaetjforeigngoldand  si trer  coias snail 
pass  oiiTreat  aa  num^  within  the  United  Sentea, 
aad  ha  %  kgal  UDOii  £h  tha  pa^iaMt  of  all 


debts  aad  demands,  at  the:  sereral  and  reipmtiTe 
rates  f«llswing,  and  not  otherwise,  viz : 

The  gdd  ccSns  of 'Great  Britain  and  Portugal,  of 
their  preeeat  standard,  at  the  rate  of  one  hundnd 
ceMa  for  erary  tweaiy-seven  gTaiiis  of  ih^  aePtal 
weight  tfaareof ;  the  gold  ceins  of  France,  SpaiR, 
and  the  dominions  of  Spain,  of  tbeii .  pi«sent 
siaadaid,  at  the  rate>  of  one  ooodied'  cents  for 
erery  twenty^servfl  grains  and  two.4fiha  of  a 
.  grain,  of  the  aotaal  wwigbt  ihMcof.  Sjianiab  nill- 
led  doUaes,  at  the  rate  of  one  hundrM  oeats-  fon 
leach,  the  actaat  wicight  whereof  shaH  dm  b*  isaa 
ithaa  aeveoteca  pwaay weights  and.  aevai  geun^ 
aod'inpH^NionfortaepartaofadoUari.  Crowaa 
of  France  at  the  rale  of  one  hundred  and  ten  ceQ«% 
f»r  eaeh  crowa,  the  aalMl  wvigilt  wherenf  elUlt 
not  be  lass  iban.ejghteeea  penByioe^ht»andiaT> 
etataea.  gMina.  and  in  yf oportioD  for  the  patia  lA 
laoTOwo.  AoaitabaUhelbediuyoftheSaoratary- 
;  of  the  Treasury  to  cause  assays  oi  the  foreign  goU 
'and  silTer  coinr,  HMide  eBTMnl,  by  thk  aot,  to  be 
had  at  the  Mint  of  tke  United  Stata^  at  least  oimb 
ikf  er«y  year,  and  to  nuke  eeyen  oC  the'  leaalla 
'tbeceof  to  CongreM,  fee  the  purpose  of  weWia§ 
itkaa  t»nMke»««kalteraii«Bfl  in  dMsaat,a8BMf 
I  become  requisite,  from  the  reel  a(ands«d  lalue  it 
jsaoh  fareigD  coins.  And  it  shall  be  the  duty  of 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasuryto  cause  aenysof  for* 
eiga  gold  and  silver  coins  of  the  deacrlption  aade 
current  by  this  act,  which  shall  issue  subsequently 
to  the  passage  of  this  eet,aad  shall  circulate  in 
the  Umied  States,  at  the  »ibt  afbreiaid,  at  least 
lOnee  in  erery  year,  and  to  make  report  of  the  re- 
sult thereof  to  Congrera,  for  the  purpose  of  em- 
bljog:  Coagteaa  to  make  each  coin*  cwmU^  if 
they  shall  deem  the  suae  to  be  propw,  at^thnr 
I  laol  standard  value. 

'  Sbc  S.  And  ba  it  fitrlker  eiKKted,  Tbat  tb» 
Drat  section  of  the  act,  entitled  "  An  aai  regul»> 
ling  foreign  coiiis  and  for  other  purpesee,!'  paaaad 
tha  itinib  day  of  February,  one  thousand  saveai 
hundred  and  niuety-thue,  be,  and  tha  sama  hei** 
by  is,  repealed.  And  the  operation  of  the  seeondi 
section  ef  the  same  act  shall  be,  aitd  haraby  ie, 
suspended  for  and  duiing  the  spac«  of  three  yeaia 
from  the  passage  of  this  act. 

Approved,  April  10, 1806. 


Bt  it  enacted,^.,  That  the  oflScersoftheSen> 
ate  and  House  of  Representatives,  hereinaner 
mentioned,  shatt  be.  and  hereby  are,  eaiiiled  to 
reeeire,  in  lieu  of  tnnr  compensations  fixed  by 
law,  the  following  sums,  that  is  tos^,  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Senate  and  Clerk  of  the  House  of 
Representatives,  two  thousand  dollarseaeh  ;  their 
principal  clerks,  one  thouaaod  three  hundred  dol- 
lars each;  and  each  of  their  engrossing  clerks, 
one  thoDsand  dollars  per  anntim. 

Seo.  %  And  bt  U  further  enacted,  That  the 
3erge«a^a(-Arrae  of  the  Senate,  who  also  pep- 
forms  the  duty  of  a  doorkeeper,  the  Sergeant-at- 
Ama,  md  tha  Doonkeepw  of  the  Heuee  lA  Rep- 
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RMntrntins  thall  be,  and' the*  are  kerebf ,  Mtttled 
to  receive  nine  htmdted  and  fifty  dollar*  per  sa- 
■rain,  each ;  and  that  the  Assistant  Dooi^ceeper  of 
the  Beoate  aod  the  AMiitaut  Doorkeeper  of  ibv 
HoOH  of  lUpreseDla tires  ihall  be,  and  they  are 
henbr,  entitled  to  leceive  nine  huadred  dollata 
per  aonum  each. 

Sbc.  3.  And  be  it  fwOier  enacted,  That  aay 
appropriation  which  aba]!  be  faade  bribe  Senate, 
or  House  of  Representatives,  ont  of  the  contin- 
gent fitnd  of  either  House,  towards  the  «ompen- 
aalKHi  of  any  af  the  offieera  of  the  Senate,  or 
Howe  of  RepretentatiTes,  sh^t  be  taken  and 
eontideied  as  a  part  of  the  nlary  allowed  by  tfaii 
act. 

Sbo.  i.  And  be  it  fiaiher  tnaeUd,  That  the 
«ompcnntiont  proTiM  for  in  this  act  shall  com- 
neace,  aod  take  effeet,  frmn  and  after  the  lUrty- 
flnt  day  of  March,  one  thousand  ei^bt  hnndred 
Mulsix. 

8k.  5.  And  be  it  farther  tnatitd,  Thattheact 
•utitled  ""An  act  to  reflate  and  fix  the  eompen- 
BBtions  <A  the  officers  of  the  Benate  and  Hone  of 
Re preMul stives,"  passed  on  the  twenty-ninth  of 
April,  one  thousana  eight  hundred  and  two,  shall, 
from  and  after  the  thirty-first  of  March,  one  tboci- 
aand  eight  hnndred  and  six,  be  and  the  same  is 
hereby  rqiealed. 

Approved,  April  10, 1806. 


Be  a  enacted,  fc,  That  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  directed  to  cause 
the  coast  of  North  CsroHoa  to  be  correctly  sur- 
Teyed,  between  Cape  Hatteras  and  Cape  Fear, 
together  with  tbe  sboals  lying  off  and  between 
titese  respective  capes  or  headlands,  and  to  report 
at  tbe  next  session  of  Congress  on  the  practica- 
lulity  of  erecting  a  light-bouse,  lighted  beacon,  or 
bno^  on  or  near  the  extreme  point  of  these  sboal^ 
or  either  of  them.  And  the  sum  of  five  thousand 
dollars  is  hereby  appropriated  for  tbe  purpose  of 
defraying  any  expense  which  may  be  incurred  in 
makingsach  Rurvey,  to  be  paid  oat  of  any  money 
in  the  Treasury  not  otherwise  appropriated. 

Apttroved,  April  10, 1606. 


eof 
nited  States,  while  in  the  lioe  of  his  duty, 
by  known  wounds  received  during  the  Revolu- 
tionary war,  and  who  did  not  desert  the  service ; 
or  who^  in  consequence  of  dissbilily,  as  aforesaid, 
tesigoed  his  eominisgion,  or  took  a  diEcharse;  or 
who,  after  incurTing'  disability,  as  aforesaid,  was 
taken  captive  by  the  enemy,  and  remained  either 
in  oaptiviiy  or  on  parole,  until  the  clow  of  said 
ReTolftlonary  war ;  or  who,  io  cuueqauice  of 


kaowa  wouada«  received  as  aforesaid,  faas,  at  ny 
period  since,  become  and  con^ued,  disabled  ta 
snch  -uaaner  as  to  render  him  utiabte  to  pFocn 
a  subsiataice  by  manual  labor ;  whether  such  ol 
r,  mukician,  soldier,  marine,  or  aeanaan,  s^rva 
a  volunteer,  in  any  iwopet  service  aga&ast  Ike 
mmon  enemy,  or  belonged  to  Ji  deiacfamenl  oi 
the  militia,  whicb  served  against  the  coDunon  n- 
emy.orto  the  regular  forces  of  the  United  States 
or  of  aoy  particular  State,  he  shall,  upon  snhai»- 
tiatiog  his  claim,  in  the  manner  keraiosfitar  de- 
scribed, be  placed  on  the  pensioa  list  »f  the  Oni- 
led  States  doiring  life,  or  the  coaiiouaDce  of  .nth 
disability,  and  be  Entitled,  nitder  the  regtilatiaas 
hereinafter  mentioned,  to  receive  sticli  sum  f 
shall  be  found  just  and  proper  by  the  testimony 
adduced. 

Sbo.  3.  Andbeitfiirtherenaatd,  ThaLin  sub- 
stantiating such  claim,  the  following  rules  and 
reenlationssball  be  complied  with,  that  is  to  ny: 
AU  eri  Jence  sball  be  taken  oo  oath  or  affirmation, 
before  the  judge  of  the  district,  or  one  of  the 
judges  of -the  territory  in  which  snob  claimant 
resides,  or  before  some  person  speciall;  aotborized 
by  commission  from  said  ju<lg^' 

Decisive  disability,  tbe  effect  of  a  known  w^nnd, 
or  wounds,  received  white  in  the  actnal  serrfce 
and  line  of  duty  against  the  common  eaeniy,  do- 
ring  the  Revolutionary  war,  must  be  proved  bf 
the  affidavit  of  the  GOtomanding  officer  of  tbe 
regiment,  corps,  company,  ship,  vessel,  or  eraf^ 
in  which  such  claimant  served  ;  or  of  two  other 
credible  witnesses  to  the  same  effect,  setlinx  forth 
[he  tirae  when,  and  place  where,  such  known 
wound  or  wtfunds  were  received,  and  particularly 
describing  the  same. 

The  nature  of  such  disability,  and  in  what  de- 
gree it  prevents  tbe  claimant  from  obtaining  his 
subsistence,  mnst  be  proved  by  the  affidavit  pf 
some  reputable  physician  or  sn^on,  stariag  his 
opinion,  either  frotn  his  own  knowledge  and  ae- 
qgainiancd  with  the  claimaDt,  <»  front  an  eiatn- 
ination  of  such  claimant,  on  oath  or  affirmation; 
whicb,  when  necessary  for  that  purpose,  shall  be 
administered  to  said  claimant  ny  said  jndge  or 
commissioner.  And  the  said  physician  or  snr- 
{leoD,  in  bis  affidavit,  shall  particolariy  docribe 
tbe  wound  or  wounds  from  whence  the  disability 
appears  to  be  derived. 

Every  claitnant  must  jnove,  by  at  hast  one 
credible  witness,  that  he  continued  m  Mrvice  d«- 
ring  the  whule  term  for  which  he  was  detaehe^ 
or  for  which  he  engaf^ed,  unless  he  was  dischaiif' 
ed,  or  left  the  service  in  consequence  of  some  de- 
rangement of  the  army,  or  in  consequence  of  hii 
disabtlity  resisted  bis  commission,  or  was  alter 
his  disability  in  captivity  or  on  partile  nntil  the 
close  of  the  Revolationary  War.  And  in  the 
same  manner  moat  prove  nia  mode  of  life  and 
employment  since  he  left  the  service,  and  tbe 

Elace  at  places  where  In  has  since  resided,  sad 
is  place  of  residence  at  tbe  time  of  taking  snek 
testimony. 

Every  claimant  dtall,  by  his  affidavit,  girent- 
isfactory  reasons  why  he  did  not  make  sppliea- 
tign  for  a  panaton  befofc^  aad  that  ha  ia  B«  M  ika 
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petuioa  list  of  any  Slate;  aod  the  judge 
missionPT  sball  ceriiry,  in  wriung,  Eb  opinion  of 
(be  credibility  of  tbe  witnesses  whose  smdavits  he 
■ball  take,  ia  all  those  cases  whete  by  tbis  act  it 
is  Mid  (be  proof  shall  be  made  by  a  credible  wit- 
ness or  wiinesset ;  and  also,  thtt  tbe  eiaminiag 
pbyiioian  or  surgeon  iirepytableinhis  profeaiioa. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  JvHher  enacted,  That  the 
■said  judge  of  the  district,  or  person  by  him  com- 
miasioued  aa aforesaid,  shall  iraosmitalisi.of  such 
claims,  accompaaied  by  the  evidence,  affidavits, 
^ertifioBtea,  and  proceeoiogs,  had  tbereoa  in  pur- 
Boaaceuf  this  act,  noting  sfajticutarly  the  day  on 
which  the-  testimony  closed  before  him,  to  the 
Secretary  of  the  Department  of  Wa^  thai  the 
.aame  may  be  compared  with  master  roll's  O'  otber 
docamsnt*  in  bis  office;,  and  the  said  Secretary 
shall  make  a  statement  of  all  such  cases  which, 
logeiher  with  all  tbe  lestimooy,  be  shall  from 
lime  to  time  transmit  to  Congress,  with  sucb  re- 
marks at  be  may  think  proper,  that  Congress  may 
be  enabled  to  place  such  claimants  on  the  pension 
list  as  shall  be  found  entitled  to  the  privilege. 
Aad  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  jndge  or  commis- 
aioner  aforesaid  to  permit  each  claunaiji  to  take 
a  transcript  of  <the  evidenee  and  proceedings  bad 
Tcapecting  his  claim,  if  he  shall  desire  it,  and  to 
certify  the  same  to  be  correct 

Sao.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  every 
pensi^,  or  iocrease  thereof,  by  virtue  of  this  act, 
Ahall  Commence  on  the  day  when  the  claimant 
ahalt  have  completed  hia  tesiimony  before  the  au- 
thority proper  to  take  the  same. 

"    :.  b.  And  be  it  Jitrther  enacted,  That  an 


States  for  disabilities  ceased  by  known  wounds 
received  during  the  Revolutionary  war,  in  all 
oaaes  where  justice  shall  require  the  same :  Pro- 
vided, That  the  increase  when  added  to  the  pen- 
non formerly  received  soall  in  no  case  eiceed  a 
full  pension. 

Every  invalid  making  application  for  this  pur- 
ppsa  shall  be  eiaminedby  two  reputable  physi- 


cutin  u[  aurgiwiit,  to  be  aathorized  oy  commiwuun 
from  the  judge  of  the  district  where  sucb  invalid 
resides,  who  shall  report,  in  writing,  oo  oath  or 
affirmation,  their  opinion  of  tbe  nature  of  tbe  ap- 

Elicaai's  disability,  and  in  wbai  degree  it  prevents 
im  from  obtaining  a  subsistence  by  manual 
labor ;  which  report  shall  be  transmitted  by  said 
nhysieians  or  surgeons  to  the  Seoietary  of  tbe 
X)eperiment  of  War,  who  shall  compare  the  same 
witlt  the  docaments  in  bis  office,  and  shall  make 
A  statement  of  all  such  cases,  which,  together 
with  the  original  report,  be  shall  Irom  time  to 
time  transmit  to  Congress,  with  such  remarks  as 
he  may  think  proper,  that  they  may  be  enabled  to 
do  justice  to  such  pensioaers. 

Sec.  6.  And  be  itjwiher  enacted,  That  a  full 
{tension  given  by  this  act  to  a  oommissioned  offi- 
eeK  shall  be  one-beif  of  the  monthly  pay  le^Uy 
flowed,  at  tbe  time  of  incurring  saitl  disabdiiy. 
to  hi*  grade  in  the  forces  raised  by  the  United 
States,  and  (be  proportioiM  lesa  than  a  full  pfa- 
■eion  sikall  be  the  ounepoMlaat  {tfopoition*  ofsaid 


half  pay ;  and  a  full  pension  to  a  non-commia- 
siooed  officer,  musician,  soldier,  marine,  or  seft- 
man,  shall  be  fire  dollars  a  month,  and  the  pro- 
.  portions  less  than  a  full  pension  shall  be  the  like 
proportions  of  fire  dollars  a  month}  but  no  pen- 
sion of  a  commissioned  officer  shall  be  calculated 
at  a  higher  rate  than  t^e  hali^pay  of  a  lieutenaat 

Sec.  7.  And  be  it  Jurther  enacted,  That  the 
pensions,  m  increase  thereofj  which  may  be  al- 
lowed by  this  act,  shall  be  paid  in  the  same  man- 
ner as  pensions  to  inralida  who  have  been  here- 
tofore placed  on  the  pension  list  are  now  paid, 
and  under  such  restrictions  and  regulalioiu  in  all 
respects  aa  are  prescribed  by  law.. 

Sec.  8.  And  be  ,ii  further  enacted,  That,  from 
and  after  the  passage  of  tbb  act,  no  Eal&.transfM^ 
or  mortgage  of  the  wbole  or  any  part  of  the  pen- 
sion payable  to  any  non-oommissioued  officer, 
musician,  soldier,  marine,  or  seaman,  before  the 
same  becomes  due,  shall  be  vaUd.  And  ererr 
person  claiming  sucb  peusion,orany  part  thereof, 
under  power  of  attorney  or  substitution,  shall, 
before  the  same  is  paid,  make  oath  or  affirmation, 
befbre  some  magistrate,  legally  authorized  to  take 
the  same,  a  copy  of  which,  attested  by  said-  nift- 
gistrale,  snail  oe  lodged  with  the  person  who  paya 
said  )>eDsion ;  that  such  power  or  aabstitutioa  is 
not  given  by  reaion  of  any  transfer  of  such  peit- 
■ion,  or  part  thereof.  And  any  person  who  snail 
swear  or  affirm  falsely  in  the  premises,  and  be 
thereof  eoarieted,  ahall  mSer  as  fbr  wilfbl  and 
cormpt  periurr. 

Sec.  9.  And  be  it  Jiirther  enacted,  That  all  laws 
of  the  United  Btates  heretofore  passed,  so  far  ts 
they  authorize  persons  to  be  placed  on  the  peit- 
sion  list  of  the  United  Statee  for.  and  in  conse- 
quence of  disabilitiea  derived  from  Known  wounds 
received  in  the  RevotuiioDary  war,  shall  be,  and 
tbey  are  hereby,  repealed ;  Provided,  That  noth- 
ing in  this  repealing  clame shall  injure,  or  in  any 
way  aSect  those  persons  already  upon  the  pension 
list  of  the  United  States ;  and  that  (he  Secretary 
for  tbe  Department  of  War  shall  proceed  upon 
the  testimony  which  has  been  tranemitted  to  him 
by  any  claimant,  before  the  passage  of  this  ac^ 
in  the  same  manner  as  though  this  act  had  nercr 
passed. 

Sio.  10.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  thia 
act,  so  far  as  it  authorizes  the  admission  of  per- 
sons upon  tbe  pension  list  of  the  United  SuteiL 
shall  remain  in  forct  for  and  during  the  space  of 
six  years  from  tbe  passafre  thereof,  and  no  loiiger: 
Provided,  That  this  limitation  shall  not  affect  or 
impair  tbe  r^ght  of  any  invalid  who  may  have 
completed  his  testimony  in  the  manner  prescribed 
by  this  act  before  this  linutation  commencce  ill 
operation,  but  which  has  not  been  transmitted  M 
the  Secretary  for  tbe  Deparliaent  of  War. 

Approved,  April  10, 1806. 

An  Act  t«  ■aihenu  theSaentu7af  WartoMuelaad 

Wanauts,  anl  lor  othai  pnrpoaee. 

Be  U  enodtd,  fc..  That  the  Secretary  of  War 

be  authorized  to  issue  military  land  warrante  to 

such  person*  as  have  or  ahall,  Wfoie  tbe  tetday 
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lam 


«f  March,  oii«  tfaDamiid  agkt  htiD^red  and  et^t, 

Srodac«  to  him  Mtisfacfory  evidence  of  the  ra- 
diiy  of  their  claims;  which  warrants,  whh  those 
Itei^nfore  nmed,  and  oot  yet  Mlisfied,  Bball  and 
may  be  located  in  the  names  o£  the  boM«B  or 

SroprietoTS  thereof,  at  any  time  prior  to  the  first 
■7  of  October,  one  ibonnnd  eisht  hundred  and 
eight,  on  any  unlocaied  parts  oftbe  fifty  qtmrter 
Icrwnflhiptt  and  the  fracirooal  qvartet  toWDahlps 
reserred  by  law  for  original  holders  t>f  milhary 
knd  warrants. 

Stsc.S.  Andbeitftcrtbermaaed,  Tbititslrdl 
be  the  duty  t^  the  snrreyor  creneraK  under  the 
dlreclien  of  the  Secretary  of^  [he  Treasnry,  to 


canse  to  be  aurreyed  so  much  of  the  fifty  qnarter 
towiHhiM,  crad  the  rraetional  quarter  township: 
aroreMid.  as  have  beeo  or  hereafter  maybe  local' 


ed  BceordinK  to  law,  in  coafbrmity  with  (he)i>ea- 
tieUB  made  on  the  platB  of  the  said  qnarter  town- 
tthips:  Prmided,  The  whole  expense  of  BurreT' 
ing  the  tame  ehill  not  etceed  three  dollars  «a 
«v«ry  mile  sctnallv  aurveyed. 
ApproTed,  April  15, 1B06. 

An  AettoiDipcndtfaBBalBof  certain  luid«  in  the  8l«t< 
of  Ohio,  and  (he  Indiana  Tanitoij. 

Be  it  macUd,  4*^  Tbu  tb«  operation  of  the 
aixth  condition  of  the  Sfth  McUan  of  the  act,  ea- 
tiiled  "  An  act  to  amend  the  act,  enttiled  'As  act 
providing  for  the  ule  of  the  landie  of  the  Uniwd 
States  northwest  of  the  Ohio,aBd  above  the  mouib 
of  Kentucky  liTer,  be,  and  the  satne  is  hereby  au*- 
. peadtd  until  the  first davof  OetoUi neU,  in  faror 
of  such  purchasers  of  lands  under  the  laid  act, 
who  shall  eihibit  satiafactoiy  proof  to  the  register 
anfi  receiver  of  pubtic  moneys  in  the  rcspectiTe 
districts  where  they  wm«  actual  setttets  on  the 
land  60  porchaaed,  at  the  tine  of  paaung  Ibis 
act 

Approved,  April  IS,  1806. 

{An  Act  lo  prohilot  Hk  lin{»rtaiti<ni  of  eertaln  soods, 


Be  it  enaettd,  fc,  That,  ftoro  and  after  the  fif- 
teenth day  of  November  next,  it  shall  not  be  law- 
faltormport  into  the  United  States,  or  (he  terri- 
tories thereof,  from  any  port  or  place  sitnated  in 
Gteat  Bi«taiD  or  Irehnd^r  in  any  of  the  colonies 
-ordppendeDciesafQreat  Britain,  any  goods,  wareti, 
«  Tnerehandise,  of  the  following  deacrfplion,  that 
ktonr: 

All  Brti«les  of  which  leather  is  the  material  of 
chief  value; 

All  articles  of  which  sQk  is  the  material  of  obief 
Talse; 


All  articles  of  which  tin  or  brass  is  the  material 
of  chief  value,  iiq  in -sheets  excepted; 

Woollen  cloths,  whose  invoice  prices  shall  ex- 
eeed-fiveBUlliiin  sterlag  p«r  Mttare  yard ; 

Woolldn  hMiery  of  ^uVnds; 

Window  glass,  and  all  other  mawifcOTuras  ol 

BUWr  and  ^iMd.wwes; 


Paper  of  vverr  deseiiptioB ; 

Neils  and  spttes ; 

Hats; 

ClothiagTeady  made; 

Millinery  of  all  kinds; 

PiayiDr  cards  j 

Beer,  ale,  and  porter,  and  pietniva  and  pHm*. 

Nor  shall  it  be  lawful  to  impon  into  the  United 
Ehates,  or  the  territories  thereof  from  aHy  ftt- 
eign  port  or  place  whatever,  any  of  the  mban- 
mentioned  goods,  wares,  or  fflettthaii4ia»,  berag  <f 
the  ffrewth,  nrodoce,  or  mannfactore  of  Gmai 
Britam  or  Ireland,  or  any  of  the  colonics  ordt- 
peodeneies  of  Or^at  Britaie:  Provfdgd,  heuemr, 
That  DO  BTticleBwhIoh  shall, withia  fifteen  moad* 
afterthe  passing  <^  this  act,  be  itnported  from  aw 
place  fa^ond  the  Cap*  ef  Good  Hope,  <m  board 
any  vessel  cleared  Mt  beit)re  the  pasMsg  of  tte 
ac^  from  anv  port  within  ttke  United  Stale*  0r  (he 
territories  tnereol^  for  the  t«id  Cape  of  Oood 
Hope,  or  any  i^aee  beyond  Ibe  same,  AmU  Iw  sab- 
jeet  to  the  prohibition  aforesaid. 

8bo.  S.  And  be  it  Jurther  enactad.  Thai  wbcn- 
erer  any  article  or  artieles,  the  importation  «f 
which  is  prohibited  hj  this  act,  shall,  afier  iIk 
said  fifteenth  day  of  November  next,  he  impaited 
into  the  United  States,  or  the  territoriea  tberea^ 
contrary  lo  the  true  Intent  and  menniutrf'tUa 
act,  orsnall,  after  the  said  -fifteenth  daf  of  JlArrvm- 
ber  next,  be  put  rio  board  «ii]r  ship  or  veiatil,  boat, 
raA,  OT  carriage^ith  intention  of  importiDg  the 
same  into  the  United  States,  or  fbe  HnitDrias 
thereof,  all  such  articles,  as  wril  as  all  otber  tr6- 
cleson  boMdlhesante  ship  or  nsari,  boat,  raft,  or 


Sec.  3.  And  be  ilfiirther  enaelad,  Tbat  U  m 
article  or  articles,-  the  Importation  of  wbiek  b 

Srohibited  by  this  act,  shall,  after  the  said  SfteeMb 
ay  of  November  next,  be  put  oa  board  any  abip 
or  vessel,  boat,  raft,  Or  carnage,  Willi  tntentioQ  to 
import  the  same  into  the  United  States,  or  the 
territoriea  thereof,  contrary  to  the  trne  intent  and 
meaning  of  this  act,  and  with  (he  knowiedre  of 
lhe  owner  at  master  of  such  ship  or  Teasd,  boat, 
laft,  or  carriane.  such  ship  or  veswl,  boat,  vaft,  «v 
carriage. -shatl  lie  forfeited,  and  the  owner  and 
maaier  ikereof  ehalt,  tnorevrer,  each  forfeit  aitd 
pay  treble  the  valne  of  eaeh  articles. 

Sec.  4.  AndbeilfitraureMaaed,  That  if  any 
article  or  artielfs,  tne  importatioD  «f  trtiicb  is 

trohibked  by  this  act,  and  which  ibail  aevertbe- 
:sB  be  on  board  any  ship  or  Testel,  boat,  raft,  ar 
carriage,  arriving  after  the  said  ttneentfe  day  of 
Narember  eext,  in  the  United  Staie^  or  the  te^ 
ritories  thereof,  «hall  be  omittted  ia  tba  nMniTMt, 
report,  or  entry  of  the  iiiaster,^ai  tiie«etwn  hail- 
ing Ibecharge  or  comuand  of  rach  aKpyir  vessel, 
bmt,  raft,  or  carriage,  or  shell  be  ammed  in  tke 
entry  of  ihe  goods  owned  by  tbe  owBer,  nr  e«a- 
signed  to  the  coDs^eevf  such  articles,  er  sbfl 
'  Qponed,  or  landed,  or  attempted  to  he  inport- 
r  landed,  -without  a  permit,  tbe  same  plmA- 
ticB,  fines,  ang-feifttwttw  ahalt  be  iBcaiKd,ait 
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May  be  rMorered,  as  in  the  ease  of  ainilar  ottiis- 
■ion  or  onnBiooa,  iKoAiug,  importation,  ot  aiienpt 
to  Iftnd  or  impon,  in  telatioti  to  Brticles  liable  to 
^otiei  OH  their  importatioD  into  the  United  States. 
8bo.  5.  And  be  it  fiaUtcr  enaeUd,  That  erery 
voUeelor,  itaT>l  officer,  fartefot,  or  other  offieer 
«f  Itw  euauow,  iball  have  the  like  power  and  au- 
«hodn  to  seize  gooda,iraKa,  and  meTohaadiw  im- 
^atiea  coonarr  to  the  infent  and  meaain^  of  ilus 
Mt,  U  keep  the  Bame  in  cattody  wufl  it  Aall 
flnra  been  aseertaiaed  wkatber  the  same  hare 
4iMn  forfeited,  or  not,  and  to  enter  any  ihip  or 
TCBid,  dwelUDg-hoDsa,  atara.  building,  or  other 
place,  for  the  purpoae  of  searcbiBg  for  and  seiEiDc 
aaf  ooeh  goodt,  ware*,  and  roerehaadiie,  wbioE 
be  or  iher  now  bare  by  law,  ia  relation  to  goodi, 
^varea,  and  mcrehandise,  aobject  to  ity;  and  if 
wuf  perHin>,<or  peraoDs.  shall  conceal  or  bay  aay 

foods,  wares,  oi  merenandiie,  knowing  them  to 
B  liable  to  leiaine  by  thb  act,  snch  person  or  pei^ 
sons  ihallf  on  conviction  thereof,  forfeit  and  pay 
a  aum  dooble  the  amount  or  ralife  of  the  good*, 
',  and  merdiandlse,  eo  conceakd  or  par- 


wuM,  a 


Seo.  6.  And  be  it  >rtfter  enoctet^  That  the 
foUowing  additioa  iball  be  iDwrted  to  the  oath 
«i  affirmation  taken  by. (be  masters  ot  persois 
Itaving  the  cfaaige  or  Command  of  any  ship  or 
Teiael  arriving  at  any  pott  of  the  United  Siatea, 
«r  tbe  tenitories  tfaereM^afier  the  nid  fifteenth 
dar  of  Novcvaber  aeit,  nz :  "  {  farther  swear  (or 
hffirm)  that  there  are  not,  la  the  best  of  my  knowl- 
edge and  beMof,  on  bofcrd  [auen  the  Mnemlna- 
aioa  and  name  of  tbe  veuel]  any  goods,  w«r*s,  or 
aaetebaBdise,  tke  importation  ot  which  into  tkc 
Untied  States,  or  the  lerritones  thereof  ie  ptoliib- 
ited  by  law :  Aad  I  do  further  swaar  (or  affirm) 
tliBt  if  I  thall  hereaAeit  iliMover  or  know  of  aay 
aneb  goods,  >mre*,  or  merciuadin,  on  board  ihb 
aaid  vesaeL  or  which  shall  bare  been  iaaponed  in 
the  same,  1  wUl  namcdiMely,  aad  witka«  delay, 
in^e  d«e  re^rt  (hereof  to  tl(e  edtector  itf  the 
^rt  t>i  tbia  diuriot" 


Sao.  7.  And  be  it  JiirHur  emacted.  That  the 
EDUowtag  additioB  be  mianed,  after  toe 
uenib  day  «f  November  next,  to  the  eath  or 


e  said  fif- 


attimation  taken  by  itnportera,  eoBtigneei, 
agenta,  at  the  tiaw  of  entering  goods  Imported 
into  tbe  Uafled  States,  or  the  temtoriea  tnereef, 
Til :  "1  abo  swear  (or  afttm)  that  there  are  not, 
tothebestof  my  knowtedgaaitd  belief,  among  the 
aaid  gckoda,  mrei^  and  mereluindiae,  imported  or 
aaasigMd,  as  aforesaid,  uiy  goods,  wares,  or  mer- 
ahaadise,  Ike  importation  oi  which  into  tbe  Uni- 
ted Slates.  <»  the  letrttocies  thereof,  ia  prohibited 
yr  law.  Aad  I  do  farther  swear  (or  affirm)  that 
If  laball  h«r<alWrdhco*«r'anyaue)iffeodi,*ares, 
w  0Mr«handiM,  among  tbe  said  goo^  wares,  and 
merchandise,  imported  or  conaigaed  as  aforesaid, 
I  will  immediately,  and  whbout  delay,  report  the 
same  to  the  collector  of  this  district." 

Bace.  AndheitfitrthereiKicled,  That  all  pea - 
-atties  and  forfettures  arisiiig  nnder  this  act  may 
ksued  fot  and  reeo  Tared)  aitd  sbnU  be  distributed 
and  BccBUDted  for  in  the  maaacr  prescribed  by 
theaet,  entiiled"  An  act  to  regulate  tbacoUection 


of  duties  on  imports  and  tonnage :"  and  such  pen- 
attiea  and  forfeitures  may  be  examined,  mitigated, 
or  remitted,  in  like  manner,  and  under  the  Hkfe 
conditions,  regulations,  and  resirictions,  as  are 
prescribed,  authorized,  and  directed  by  the  ae^ 
entitled  "An  act  to  provide  for  mitiffating  or  re- 
mitiiag  the  forfeitures,  penaltiee,  and  disabilitieB, 
aceraing  in  c^lain  cases  therein  mentioned." 
Approve^,  April  18, 1806. 

An  Act  fnppleinenta^  to  the  act  making  protUiaa  fbr 

the  paymait  of  cfainu  of  dtisens  ot  the  United 

Stales  on  the  Gaienaaeat  of  France. 

Be  it  enacted,  f  c,  That  llie  Siecretary  of  the 
Treasury  shall  cause  to  be  paid,  at  the  Treasury 
of  the  United  States,  the  amount  of  certain  claims 
of  ciiizRns  of  the  United  States  against  the  Qov- 
erniBent  of  Fraoce,  arising  from  tbe  Bordeaux 
embargo,  in  conformity  with  a  certified  list  of 
liquidaiions,  attested  by  the  Minister  of  the  pub- 
lic ireasurT  of  France,  and  Iransmitled  by  tb« 
Minister  Plenipotentiary  of  the  United  State>,at 
Paris,  to  the  said  Secretary^  which  payment* 
shall  be  made  for  such  stmts,  respectively,  as  are 
stated  in  tbe  above -men  lion  ed  list  of  liquidations, 
to  such  persons,  respectively,'as' Ae  accounting 
officers  of  the  Treasury  shall  determine  to  be 
rightfally  entitled  to  the  same,  and  out  of  the 
moneys  oeretorore  appropriated  fbr  the  purpose 
of  discharging  the  claims  of  citizens  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  against  the  Oovemment  of  France, 
the  payment  of  which  was  assumed  by  the  Gov- 
ernment of  the  United  States,  by  vimie  of  the 
convention  of  the  thirtieth  April,  one  tbomand 
eight  hundred  and  three. 

Approved,  April  18, 1806. 

An  AM  to  aaHuriM  the  State  ef  Tamesesa  to  isMM 


Bt  it  mooted,  fc~  That,  for  the  purpose  of  da- 
finiac  the  limits  ^  ibe  vacant  and  unappropriated 
lands  in  the  State  of  Teaaetsee^  hereaner  to  be 
aatqect  to  the  sole  and  entire  dinMeiiioa  of  the 
United  States,  the  following  line  be,  and  hereby 
is,  ectabliEhed,  to  wit:  beginning  at  the  pbce 
where  the  sastem  or  main  branchy  Wk  river 
iball  intersect  the  southern  boondary  line  of  tke 
Stale  ef  Tettaeisee ;  from  thence  running  dtte 
north,  until  said  lioe  sttall  iatenect  the  nortbera 
or  maio  branch  <£  Dock  river;  thence  down  the 
waters  of  Duck  river  to  the  military  bonndary 
Uae,  as  established  by  the  aevealh  aection  of  an 
aetiif  the  St^e  of  North  Carolina,  eoliiled  "An 
act  for  the  lelief  of  tbe  officers  and  soldiers  of  tbe 
ooDtiaental  line,  and  for  other  parposasj"  (passed 
ta  iberear  on^bonsaiHl  seven  hundred  and  eighty- 
three,)  thenee  with  the  military  boundary  line 
wast  to  the  plaee  where  it  intersects  tbe  Tennes- 
see river ;  thenee  down  tiie  waters  of  the  river 
Tennessee,  (o  the  place  where  the  same  interieeta 
the  northern  bouBdarf  line  of  die  State  of  Ten- 

Seo.  S.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  ^i^U^tplm 
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the  Senators  and  Rep  resects  livei  fiom  the  Slate 
of  TeoDFsaee,  hy  bq  iDairtimeDt  signed  and  Kaled 
br  'hem  reiDectlTcly,  making  knowD,  that  in  poT- 
suaoce  of  iba  poweT  m  ihem  Tested,  br  an  act  of 
the  GeDerel  Assembly  of  the  State  of  TeDoeuee, 
entitled  "An  act  to  appomt  BKents  to  settle  the 
iJiapute  between  this  State  and  the  United  Btate*. 
to  (he  same,"  and  by  a  rewriution  of  the  Senate 
ADd  House  of  Representatives  of  the  said  Slate 
-of  Tennessee,  passed  in  the  year  one  ihouiand 
-eight  hundred  and  two,  as  instructions  therein ; 
they  do,  for  and  in  behalf  of  the  State  of  tennes- 
see,  and  in  consideration  of  the  provisions  made 
in  this  act,  agree  and  declare,  that  all  right,  title, 
;and  claim  which  the  State  of  Tennessee  bath  to 
the  lands  lying  west  and  south  of  the  line,  herein 
before  established  within  the  limits  of  the  State 
«f  Tennessee,  shall  thereafter  forever  cease;  and 
that  the  lands  aforesaid  shall  be  and  remain  at  the 
tole  and  entire  disposition  of  the  United  Stales, 
and  shall  be  exempted  from  every  disposition  or 
tax  made  by  order,  or  under  the  authority  of  the 
State  of  Tennessee,  while  the  same  shall  remain 
the  property  of  the  United  States,  and  for  the 
term  of  five  years  after  the  same  shall  he  sold ; 
which  said  instrument  shall  be  approved  by  the 
Senate  of  the  United  States,  and  eijtered  at  laige 
in  their  journal,  and  deposited  in  the  office  of  the 
Secretar?  of  State.  Tne  United  States  do  there- 
upon cede  and  conrey  to  the  State  of  Tennes- 
see, all  right,  title  and  claim,  which  the  United 
Stales  have  to  the  territory  of  the  lands  lying 
eastand  north  of  the  tine  hereinbefore  established, 
within  the  limits  of  the  Siaie  of  Tennessee,  sub- 
ject to  the  same  conditions  as  ate  contained  in  the 
act  of  the  Oeoeral  Assembly  of  tbe  Stale  of  Nortli 
Carolina,  entitled  "  An  act  for  the  purpose  of  ced- 
ing 10  the  United  States  of  America,  certain  west- 
ern lands  therein  described."  And  the  said  State 
of  Tennessee  shall  therenpon  havaas  full  power 
and  anthorfty'  to  issue  grants  and  perfect  titles  of 
all  lands  lying  east  and  north  of  the  before  de- 
scribed line,  within  the  limits  of  the  said  State,  as 
GoDgresa  now  have,  or  the  Stale  of  TenoesBee 
migbt  have,  by  virtua  of  an  act  of  tbe  State  of 
North  Carolina,  entitled  "An  act  to  authorize  the 
State  of  Tennessee  to  perfect  titles  to  lands  re- 
served to  this  Stale  bj  the  cession  act,"  to  which 
said  act  the  assent  of  Congress  is  hereby  given, 
•o  far  as  is  necessary  to  carry  into  effect  the  al>- 

J'ecta  of  this  compact;  sabject  nevertheleaa  to  the 
oUowJDg  expreu  conditions ;  that  is  to  *ay, 
- .  nm.  That  all  eniries  of  lands,  r^bis  of  lo- 
«ation,  and  wariants  of  surveys,  and  all  interfe- 
ring locations,  which  might  be  removed  bv  the 
aforesaid  act  of  cession  of  the  State  of  North 
Carolina,  and  w^ich  are  good  and  valid  in  law, 
and  which  were  not  actually  located  went  and 
•onih  of  tbe  hereinbefore  describet^llne,  before  the 
tweniy-Gfth  day  of  February,  one  thousand  seven 
hundred  and  ninety,  and  all  inierferiDg  grants 
which  are  good  and  valid  in  law.and  whtch  have 
been  located  east  and  north  of  the  said  line,  shall 
be  located, and  the  titles  thereto  periected,  within 
the  territory  hereby  ceded  to  the  State  of  Ten- 


Secondig,  That  the  State  of  Teaaeaaee  shall 
appropriate  one  hundred  thoosand  acras^  vtuek 
shall  be  located  in  one  entire  tract,  vrichia  the 
limits  of  the  land* reserved  to  the  Cherokee  la- 
dian«,  by  an  act  of  the  State  of  North  CaroliBa, 
entitled  -'An  act  for  opening  theland  offioef«-tte 
redemption  of  specie  and  other  certificate*,  aad 
discharging  the  arrears  due  to  the  army,"  |wmi  i 
in  th^  yefir  one  thousaDd  seven  bandred  a^ 
eighty-three;  and  shall  be  for  the  use  of  tiro  col- 
leges, one  in  east,  and  one  in  West  TenaoEsee,  lo 
be  established  by  the  Lc^slatnre  thereof;  and  oae 
fanadred  tbouiand  acre*  i a  one  tract,  wthia  the 
limits  last  aforesaid,  for  the  use  of  aeadrmiea,  om 
in  each  coHnly  in  said  Btat^  to  be  establiahed  1^ 
the  Legislatnte  thereof ;  which  said  aereral  traeH 
shall  be  located  on  lands  lo  which  the  lodiaa  title 
has  been  exliogaished,  and  subject  lo  the  Aitpct- 
sition  of  the  Legislature  of  tbe  State,  but  sImH 
not  be  granted  or  sold  far  less  than  two  doUan 
per  acre ;  and  the  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  tte 
lands  aforesaid,  shall  be  vested  in  fbiuls  for  the 
rcipettive  uses  aforesaid,  forever.  Aitd  the  Swe 
of  Tennessee  shall,  moreover,  in  issuiog  gimata 
and  perfecting  titles,  lOoale  six  bondred  and  forty 
aoMB  to  every  six  miles  sqaace  in  the  territory 
hereby  ceded,  where  exieiing  claiau  will  allow 
the  same,  wnich  shali  be  appropriated  for  the 
use  of  ichoaU  for  the  iastrDctioa  of  ehildreo,  for- 
ever. Provided,  That  nothing  contaiacd  in  this 
act  aball  be  conetmed  to  affect  tbe  Indian  title,  or 
to  subjaet  the  United  States  to  the  espease  c^ 
extinguishing  the  same.  And  provided  auo,TiMt 
the  lowest  pnce  of  all  lands  granted  or  sold  wiihia 
the  ceded  territory,  shall  b»  the  same  as  shall  be 
esiaUished  by  Congress  for  the  lands  ot  the  Uai- 
ted  States.   Andprotided,  nevertiieiem,  That  the 

gie|de  residioff  to  said  State,  sooth  of  Freaeh, 
road,  and  Hmcom,  and  weet  of  Big  Pigeon  riv- 
Qrs^provided  for  far  the  coaatitutioa  of  iJie  State 
of  Tennessee,  skail  be  aecuted  in  their  respeelire 
rights  of  occupancy  and  pre-enplioo,  and  shall 
receive  titles  for  such  quantiti«B  as  they  toayie- 
speotively  claim,  incluoing  their  intptoveateni^ 
not  exceeding  six  hundnd  and  Ibrty  acres  each, 
aor  exceeding  the  quantities  they  have  heretofore 
claimed  respectively,aceordiiig to  their eaaditioaal 
lines,  where  such  hare  beMi  established,  at  a  price 
not  less  than  one  dollar  per  acre.  AikI  prond^ 
Jurihgr,  That  nothing  herein  contained  shall  ha 
construed  10  enable  any  penoa  or  penoas,  oatil 
authorized  by  theLegisbtureof  the  Stateof  Tea- 
aeasee,  to  locate  any  warrants  issued  andet  tha 
authoriijr  of  the  Slate  of  North  CaroUna,  witkia 
the  limits  of  the  lands  reserved  to  the  Cherokee 
Indians  by  the  fifth  section  of  the  act  of  said  Stale, 
entitled  "As  act  for  opeaing  the  land  office  for  ihe 
redemption  of  Ipecie  and  other  cert ifiea tea,  and 
discharging  the  arrears  due  lo  the  army,"  passed 
in  the  rear  one  tttouaand  eeren  hundred  at 
eighty-three. 

Sec.  3.  And  U  it  Jiirthtr  enacUd,  Thai  if  the 
terriiory  hereinbefore  ceded  to  ihe  Slate  oiTe*- 
nesseCj  shall  not  contain  a  sufficient  quaotiiycC 
land  fit  lor  cultivation,  accordii^  to  the  tni«  ia- 
teot  and  meaniag  of  lite  original  act  of  eesston, 
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iaetudiog  the  Imnds  withiD  the  limits  rcBerved  by 
the  SLate  of  Norrh  CarolJDa  to  the  Cherokee  la- 
dian^  to  perfect  aU  exUtiog  legal  claims  charged 
thereoa  or  the  coodicions  coDi&itied  io  this  act  of 
epuioD,  Congress  will,  hereafter,  provide  by  law 
for  perfecting  such  as  caoDot  be  located  in  the 
teniiorjr  aforesaid,  out  of  the  lands  lying  vest  or 
south  of  the  before  described  line. 
ApproTed,  April  18, 1806. 


Be  it  enacUd,  f  c,  That  the  PresideDt  of  the 
Doited  States  be,  and  he  is  hereby  authorized,  at 
such  time  as  he  shall  deem  necessary,  to  require 
of  the  Executives  uf  the  seTcral  States,  to  take 
effectual  measuree  to  orNHize,  arm,  and  equip, 
according  to  law,  and  bora  ia  readiness  to  march 
at  a  moment's  warning,  their  respective  propor- 
tions of  one  hundred  tnousand  raiLiia,  officera  in- 
cluded, to  be  apportioned  by  the  President  of  the 
tlnited  States,  by  the  militia  returns  of  the  last 
jrear,  ia  cases  where  sueb  returns  were  made,  and 
in  casea  where  such  returns  were  not  made  the 
last  year,  br  ^Qoh  Other  data  as  he  shall  judge 
equitable. 

Beo.  2.  Ahd  be  it  fitrther  enacted,  That  tbe 
President  may,  if  he  shall  judge  it  expedient,  an- 
Ihodze  tbe  Erecutives  or  tbe  several  States  tc 
accept,  as  pan  of  tbe  said  detachment,  an|^  corpc 
of  volunleera,  who  shall  engage  to  continue  m 
jervice  six  months  aflet  (hey  arrive  at  tbe  place 
of  rendezTOiu. 

Sic.  3.  And  be  it  fitrther  enacted,  That  the  de- 
tachment of  militia  and  volunteers  aforesaid, 
■ball  he  officered  out  of  the  present  militia  offi- 
cers, or  others,  at  the  option  and  direction  of  tbe 
Constitutional  authority  in  each  State,  respeci- 
ivelf  ;  tbe  President  of  tbe  United  States  appor- 
tioning the  general  officers  atnoog  the  respective 
States  as  he  may  deem  proper. 

Sec.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the 
aaid  detachment  shall  not  be  compelled  to  serve 
a  longer  time  than  six  months  after  they  arrive 
at  ibe  place  of  rendezvous;  and  that,  during  the 
time  01  their  service,  they  shall  be  eulitled  to  the 
same  pay,  rations,  and  allowance  for  clothing, 
that  are  established  by  law,  a*  the  pay,  rations, 
and  allowaace  for  clothing  of  ike  Army  of  the 
United  Sutes. 

Sbc.  5.  And  be  it  further  enacted  That  Ibe 
President  of  the  United  States  be,  and  be  is  bece- 
hy,  autbniijod  to  call  into  actual  service  any 

Crt,  or  tbe  whole  of  the  said  detachment,  when 
shall  judge  the  exiKcnciesof  tbe  United  States 
require  it ;  if  a  part  of  the  said  detachment  only 
shall  be  called  Into  actual  service,  they  shall  be 
taken  from  such  part  thereof  as  tbe  President  in 
his  discretion  shall  deem  most  proper. 

Sue  6.  And  be  it  fitrther  enacted,  That  two 
millions  of  doUan  be,  and  ere  hereby  appropria- 
ted, out  of  any  money  in  the  Treasurv  not  other- 
wise appropriated,  for  ibe  pay  and  subsistence  of  | 
ancb  part  of  the  said  detachment  as  may  be  called  i 
into  service.  | 


Sbc.  7.  And  be  it  fitrther  enacted^  That  an  act, 
entitled  "An  act  directing  a  detachment  from  the 
miliiia  of  tbe  United  States,  and  for  erecting cer- 
tain  arsenals,"  approved  the  third  of  March^one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  three,  be,  and  tbe 
same  is  hereby  repealed. 

Sec.  8.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  this 
act  sball  continue,  and  be  in  force  for  the  term  of 
two  years  from  tbe  passing  thereof,  and  no  longer. 

Approved,  April  18, 1806. 

An  Act  fnikins  aBprainatiou  iex  the  mpport  of 
OovernuNit  Ibr  iho  yaar  obb  thooMnd  eighl  has- 
doA  ttoA  ni.   . 

Be  it  enacted,  ^.,  That  for  the  eipendttare  of 
the  civil  list,  in  tbe  present  year,  inoluding  tb« 
contingent  expenses  of'the  several  departmeDis 
and  officers;  for  the  compensation  of  the  ier«ral 
loan  otEcera  and  their  clerks,  and  for  boohs  and 
stationery  for  the  same;  for  the  payment  of  an- 
nniiiES  and  grants;  for  the  support  of  tbe  mint 
esiabtishment ;  for  lbe  expenses  of  intercourse 
with  foreign  nations ;  for  tbe  support  of  light- 
houses beacons,  buoys,  and  public  piers  ;  for  the 
defraying  the  expenses  of  surveying  tbe  pnUie 
lands  in  the  Territories  of  Indiana  end  Missis- 
sippi ;  and  for  satisfying  certain  miscellaneous 
claims,  tbe  following  sums  be,  and  the  same  are  . 
hereby,  respectively  appropriated,  that  is  to  say : 

For  compensations  granted  by  tarw  to  the  mem- 
hers  of  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives, 
theirofficets  and  attendants,  estimated  forasessioB 
of  four  months  and  a  half  continaaace,  two  hun- 
dred thonsand  five  hundred  and  eighty-five  dollars. 
For  the  expense  df  firewood,  stationery,  print- 
ing, and  ail  other  eoolingent  expenses  of  ine  two 
Rouses  of  Oqngrets,  thirty-two  tbonsand  doUais. 
For  all  contingent  expemes  of  the  library,  and 
brarian's  allowance  for  the  year  one. thousand 
eight  hundred  and  six,  four  nnodred  and  fifty 
ddUrs. 

For  com  pensatioA  to  the  President  and  Viee  Pre- 
sident of  the  iJnited  States,  thirty  thoasanddoltara. 
For  compensatioD  to  the  Secivtary  of  State, 
clerks,  and  persons  employed  in  that  department, 
including  the  sum  of  twelve  hundred  dollars  for 
compensation  *o  his  clerks,  io  addition  to  the  snia 
allowed  by  the  act  of  tbe  second  of  Maroh,  one 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninetr-nine,  twelve 
thousand  five  hundred  and  sixty  dollars. 

For  lbe  incidental  aud  contingent  expenses  of 
tbe  said  department,  four  thousand  iwo  hundred 
dollars. 

For  printing  aod  distributing  copies  of  tbe 
_  ws  of  the  Brst  session  of  the  ainth  Con$nm, 
and  printing  lbe  laws  in  newspapers,  ei^t  thou- 
sand two  hundred  and  fifty  dollars. 
For  special  messenj^ers  charged  with  despateh- 
,  two  thousand  dollars.  F 

For  compensation  to  the  Secretary  of  tbe 
Treasury,  clerks,  and  persons  employed  in  his 
office,  including  those  engaged  on  the  business 
belonging  to  the  late  office  of  the  Commissioner 
of  the  Revenue,  twelve  iboDsand  three  handced  . 
dollars. 
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For  lb«  expense  of  transtatiog  foreign  taagua- 
ges,  allowance  to  the  persoQ  employed  in  receiv- 
iDgand  transmitting  passports  and  lea  letters,  ata- 
tionerjr  and  printing,  one  thousand  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Comptroller  of  the 
Treasury,  clerki,  and  p«rsoDs  employed  in  his 
c^ce,  twelre  thousand  nine  hundred  and  MTeniy- 
seven  dollari  and  eight  cents. 

For  expenses  of  stniionerjr,  priDting,  and  inci- 
dental and  coDtiDgent  expenses  of  the  Comptrol- 
ler's office,  eight  hundred  dollars. 

For  eompeniatiiw  to  the  Aadilor  of  the  Treai- 
vry.  derki,  and  penoc*  emrioyed  ia  his  office, 
twelve  thousand  two  hundred  and  lwcBt|r  Irilars 
•Dd  nine ly-lhrea  cants. 

For  azpeose  of  stationery,  prinliog.  sad  ioei- 
(leBUl  and  contingent  expenses  in  tne  office  of 
th«  Auditor  i^  the  Treasury,  fire  hundred  dol- 
lars. 

For  compentation  to  the  Treasurer,  clerks  and 

SsraoM  employed  in  his  office,  six  thousand  two 
iudr«d  and  tweoty-eeven  doUars  and  forty-five 

For  expense  of  statiooery,  printing,  and  inci- 
dMlal  and  o<MtiBgenl  eipensas  in  the  Treasur- 
«'s  office,  three  hundred  dollars. 

For  eotnpenaation  to  the  lU^isler  of  the  Treaa- 
ary,  clerks,  and  petsoDs  employed  in  his  offioej 
sixteen  tttonsand  and  fifty-two  dollars. 

For  expanse  of  stationery  and  printing  in  the 
Begistei'a  oSoe,  (including  boo^  for  the  public 
•tock  and  fat  the  amngemeQl  of  the  macine  pa- 
yers,) two  thoBMnd.eight  hundred  dollars. 

FocconpcoMtion  to  theSeeretary  of  iheCoin- 
Biseioners  of-ihe  Siokii^  Fund,  two  hunted 
•od  fiRy  dollars. 

For  conpeiualtOB  to  the' clerk*  employed  loa' 
Iha  paqMMe  of  making  draufjbta  of  the  several 
surveys  of  land  in  the  Tetrttory  of  the  United 
BiatM  Northwest  of  the  river  Ohio,  and  in  keep- 
ins  the  books  of  the  Treasurv  in  ralatioa  to  the 
aaMB  of  lands  at  the  several  laitd  offioei,  three 
thousand  four  hundred  dollars. 

For  fuel  and  other  contingent  expenses  of  thi 
TreaMry  De^ianment,  four  thousand  dollars. 

For  defrayisg  the  expenses  iocideat  to  theeta- 
ting  and  printing  the  public  accounts  for  the  vear 
MM  thMisaod  eight  hundred  and  six,  one  tnon- 
aand  two  hand rea  dollars. 

For  pur«baHBg  books,  mapa^  and  charts  for  the 
■se  of  the  Treasury  Departioent,  four  hundied 
dollan. 

For  compensation  to  a  Superintendent  em- 
idoyed  to  aMure  the  buit^oga  and  records  of  the 
Treasury,  during  the  year  one  thousand  eight 
hnodrad  and  su,  including  the  expense  of  two 
watchmen,  and  for  the  rerair  of  two  fire  engines, 
buokeU,  I  a  Mens,  and  other  incidental  expenses, 
one  thousand  five  hundred  dollars. 

For  coflapcBsMion  to  the  Secretary  of  War, 
eterfa  and  persons  empbyed  in  his  office,  eleven 
thooaand  two  hundred  and  fifty  dollars. 

For  the  expanse  of  fuel,  stationery,  pnnting, 
aad  other  eoutingeitt  efpensa  of  the  office  of 
the  Secretary  of  War,  one  thounnd  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Accountant  of  th« 


War  Department,  derks  trad  persona  emi*ryBd 
in  his  office,  ten  thotisand  nine  hondred  and  ton 

dollars. 


For  contingent  expenses  in  the  office  of  Ae 
Acconutant  of  the  War  T        ' 
saDd  dollars. 


r  Departmrat,  ene  iboB- 


For  compensation  to  clerks  emfiloyed  in  At 
Pav It] aster's  office,  one  thousand  eight  boftdred 

For  fuel  in  the  said  office,  ninety  dollars. 

For  camoensatlon  to  the  Purvevor  of  PuUie 
Supplies,  clerks,  and  persons  employed  in  his 
office,  including  a  sum  of  twelve  hnoared  doUan 
for  compensation  to  his  clerks,  in  addition  to  the 
sum  allowed  by  the  act  of  the  second  day  ct 
March,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety' 
nine,  and  for  expense  of  stationery,  store  rent, 
and  fuel  for  the  said  office,  four  thousand  six  hun- 
dred dollars. 

For  expenses  incidental  to  the  removal  of  th« 
Purveyors  office  to  Germantown,  during  flu 
prevalence  of  the  yeRow  fever  in  Philadelphii^ 
m  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  five, 
one  hundred  dollars. 

For  compeiksation  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy, 
clerks,  and  persons  employed  in  his  offioe,  inclna- 
log  the  sum  of  seven  bnndred  doUan,Ta  addition 
to  the  sum  of  four  thousand  two  honored  dollar^ 
allowed  by  the  act  of  the  second  of  March,  etiC 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety-nine,  nine 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  ten  dollars. 

For  expense  of  fuel,  stationery,  printing,  and 
other  contingent  expenses  in  the  office  of  the  Sec- 
retary of  tha  Nav^,  two  thousand  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Accountant  of  the 
Navy,  clerks,  and  persons  emjdoyed  in  his  officfc 
iDcluoing  the  sum  of  one  thousand  one  hundred 
dollars  for  compensation  to  his  ctetls,  in  addition 
to  the  sum  allowed  by  the  act  of  the  second  of 
March,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  niaetjr- 
nine,  ten  thousand  four  hundred  and  ten  dollara. 

For  contingent  expenses  in  the  dfice  of  the 
Accountant  of  the  Navy,  seven  hundred  and  fifty 
dollars. 

For  compenMtion  to  the  Pottmaiter  G«ier^ 
Assistant  Postmaster  General,  clerks  and  per- 
sons employed  in  the  Postmaster  General's  office, 
including  a  sum  of  four  thousand  five  haadred 
and  ninety-five  dollars,  for  compensation  to  his 
clerks,  in  addition  to  the  sum  allowed  by  the  act 
of  the  saeond  of  March,  one  thousand  seven  hun- 
dred and  ninety-nine  thirteen  thousand  nine  htut- 
dred  and  fifty-five  dollars. 

For  expense  of  ftiel,  candles,  hoase-rent  far  the 
messenger,  stationery,  chests,  dec,  exclnsive  of  ez- 
pt'nses  of  prosecution,  portmanteaus,  mail  locb, 
nd  other  expenses  incident  to  the  depannnnt, 

ese  beinz  paid  for  by  the  Postmaster  Oenenl, 
out  of  the  miids  of  the  office,  two  thousand  five 
hundred  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  thb  several  loan  officer^ 
tliirteen  thousand  two  hundred  and  flAy  iMIats. 

For  expenses  incurred  by  removal  of  AekaB 
office  from  New  York,  dnrmg  the  pTeralnce  oF 
theepidemic  lever  in  the  year  oik  thovsand  eight 
buuSied  and  five,  one  himdred  dollars. 
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For  upeniet  Incurred  bf  rem«vit  of  tbe  toan 
office  from  Philadelphia,  daring  the  prevaleoee  of 
the  epidemic  fereT,  id  the  year  one  (bonaand  eight, 
hundred  and  B»,  one  btndred  doltara. 

Pot  OMBpensalisD  to  ihe  clerks  of  the  •ereral 
CommiuioDers  of  Loam,  and  an  allowance  to  cer- 
tain loan  officers,  in  tiea  of  olerk  hire,  end  to  de- 
fray the  aothoTiieil  eipeeses  of  ihe  aeraral  loan 
offices,  thirteen  thousand  dollars. 

For  delraying  the  espemee  of  clerk-hire  in  the 
oSoe  of  the  CovimixsioDeT  of  Loass  of  the  Slate 
of  reooivlTBDia,  in  ooDBei]ueDce  ofthe  remoral 
of  the  omcera  at  the  Treasary  Department,  in 
the  yeatone  di«maiid  eight  hundred,  to  the  per- 
manent aeat  at  OaveninieDt,  two  thouMni  dol- 
lars. 

For  fiCBiBBiiBstioB  to  the  Svmvor  Qenenl, 
nod  the  clerks  emi^oyed  by  him,  and  for  expense 
<rf'  itttioaery  mnd  other  coDtingenetea  of  the  finr- 
TCTor  Oeoeral's  <yfliee,  thre«  thousitd  two  hundred 

For  cotDpCBsation  to  the  Snrreyor  of  the  lands 
«auth  «f  the  State  of  Tennetcee,  clerks  enployed 
in  his  office,  statimtery  and  etbet  coatingeDCiee, 
three  d>ooaaiid  two  hoiHlred  doUars. 

Cot  eom^nrntion- to  the  (dicers  of  the  Mint: 

The  Director,  tm  themand  doDan; 

!%«  Twaeaier,  one  (hotmnd  two  hundred  d<d- 
hn; 

The  AiAyer,  tne  thontaBd  Ire  jMndred  dol- 
lars; 

The  Chief  Coiner, '(Hi«  IkonsiDd  ftrc  hundred 
dollars ; 

The  Melteraad  Befiaet,  ooetliouBUMt&rehu- 
died  dollora} 

The  Engraver,  one  thousand  two  hundied  dol- 
lars; 

One  clerk,  at  »even  hundred  dollHs ; 

And  two,  Bl  fire  hundred  dollars  each. 

For  the  wages  of  perioos  employed  in  the  dif- 
fnent  branches  of  melling,  coining,  carpenter's, 
milUw right's,  a&d  smith's  work,  including  the  sum 
ofeighi  hundred  dollars  per  annum,  allowed  (o  an 
aasistaat  coiner  and  die  forger,  who  also  overaees 
the  ezecution  of  the  iron  worl^  six.  (houund  two 
bundled  dollars. 

For  the  repairs  of  Airnaces,  costs  of  rollers  and 
screws,  timber,  bar-iron,  lead,  steel,  potash,  and 
toi  all  other  contingencies  of  the  mint,  four  thou- 
sand two  hundred  dollars. 

For  compensation  lo  the  Governor,  Judges,  aad 
Secretary  of  the  Territory  of  Orleans,  including 
the  sum  of  two  thousand  seven  hundred  and  fifly 
dollars,  for  the  salaties^rom  the  first  of  October  to 
the  thirty-first  of  December,  one  thouinnd  eight 
hundred  and  four,  fifteen  thousand  seven  htindred 
and  Shj  dollars- 
Far  incidental  and  contingent  eipenses  of  the 
executive  officers  of  the  said  Territory,  including 
the  sum  of  eight  hundred  and  fifty  dollars,  a  defi- 
ciency in  the  appropriation  of  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  nnd  five,  and  for  express  hire,  and  com- 
IRnsBtfan  of  an  Indian  interpreter,  three  thoasaed 
seven  hundred  dollars. 

Pot  expense  of  stationery,  office  rent,'  and  other 
cootngent  ezpenew  is  thenM  Tmitory,  ind  to 


make  good  a  deficiency  in  the  apprapriatioas  for 
the  yean  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  four, 
and  one  ihounnd  e^ht  huadrcd  and  five,  fiv« 
hundred  and  eighty-two  d<dlara  and  fifty  eenta. 
For  compensation  to  the  Oovemor,  Judges,  and 


Secretary  of  Ihe  Misfisiippi  Territorjr,  five  thott- 
saad  nine  hundred  and  fifty  dollars. 
For  compenaaiion  to  the  Oovetiker.  Jn^ce,  and 
'  ■     -    "       ■"  tMiuand 


ing 

deTf .  . 
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Secretary  of  the  Indiana  Territoff,  five  tl 
one  honored  and  fifty  dollars. 

For  expemes  of  atationery,  office  rent,  and  other 
contingent  expenses  in  ihe  said  Territory,  ibiee 
bondred  and  fifty  doUare. 

For  eenpeoutivn  to  the  Govemor,  Judges,  and 
Seoretary  of  the  Hiehigan  Territory,  including  a 
dflflcieney  of  two  ihotuand  five  hunored  and  sev- 
enty five  dollars,  in  the  appropriatieB  for  the  year 
one  thooiand  eifbl  hundred  and  five,  for  the  suf- 

Krt  of  the  said  Government,  eereaAoinand  •em 
adred  and  twehly<five  doUara. 

For  eipenies  of  eatiosery,  offiea  jant,  and  other 
eot|ttDg«ai  expenaes  in  the  eaid  Tnritory,  inelad- 
'        '  '    '    faundnd  nod  forty  dollars,  to 

enwnHS  and  others 'attending  the 

„  .  _ f  the  Government  in  the  year  oae 

thousand  eicht  hundred  and  five^arne  hnndred 
and  oincty  OMlaiB. 

For  eompenaation  to  the  Governor,  Judgea,aad 
Secretary  it  the  LouUiana  Territonr,  including 
a  deficiency  of  two  thounttd  fiva  hundred  and 
•cveniy-five  deUars  in  the  apprapriation  fa*  the 
year  one  ihotuisd  eight  huodrod  and  five,  for  the 
Mtppoft  o(  the  Hid  OovevnneUj  saven  thotuaiul 
•even  hvodied  and  tweDty.£ve  doltars. 

For  expense  of  stationery,«ffice  rent,  aad other 
ooDtlngeM  expenses  in  the  said  TuYitoryj  fat  the 
years  one  thonnnd  eight  hawked  and  five,  and 
oae  IbOTMud  eight  hundred  and  sja,  five  hmodnd 
and  twenty-fire  dotlara. 

&OT  the  diiobarge  of  inch  demands  againat  the 
United  States,  OB  aeeoant  of  the  civil  departoMBt, 
not  otherwise  pwvided  for,  as  shall  have  been 
admitted  ina  dae  eoutse  of  Mtdeuent at  the  Teea- 
snry,  and  wkicb  are  of  a  uatoie,  aoeording  to  the 
usage  thsreef,  lo  require  paymUM  in  epeeia,  two 
thousand  dollars. 

Fov  additiopal  cempeBeaiiaB  to  the  elerln  of 
the  sevanl  Departtfeents  of  State,  Treasury,  Wat, 
and  Navy,  and  of  the  General  Post  Office, not  ea- 
■  ■"  ■vely,«heen 

, allowed  by 

__  act,  entitled  "An  act  to  regulate  and  fix  the 
oompeDntlon  at  clerks."  eleven  ihmuaud  eight 
hnndred  and  eighiy-Ave  doHan. 

For  oonpensatioa  mated  by  law  to  ike  GUaf 
Jnstice,  Associate  Ju^ea,  and  District  Judges  af 
the  United  Staten,  including  the  Chief  Ju^ice, 
and  two  Associate  Mdgea  of  rise  DMrteiof  Colom- 
bia;  to  the  Attorney  Oeneral,  and  te  the  Judge  ef 
the  District  of  Orleans,  including  adeBeteaey  ih 
iheappcopriaiiioo  forhiecempenaatiOBinlheyear 
one  thousand  eight  hnndrel  and  four,  Afty-ata 
thousand  foar  hnndred  doUan.    - 

Pot  the  like  compensartion  gianwd  to  ike  aev- 
eral  District  Attorneys  of  the  United  StaiM, 
three  dkeaand  focu-huDdrad  dallan. 


APPENDIX. 

FtMic  Aett  (^  Omgnm. 


For  compearatioD  to  the  MirshklB  of  th«  dia- 
tticls  of  Maine,  Netr  Hampibire,  Venaoai,  Ken- 
tacky.  Ohio,  &a>l  and  West  Tendescee,  aad  Or- 
leaoB,  oqe  thouttad  *ix  hundred  dollars. 

FoT  defraying  the  espeotes  of  ibe  Suprome, 
Ciieuit,  and  Dialrict  Coum  of  ibe  United  Stale*, 
iDcludiDg  (he  District  of  Columbia,  and  of  jnrots 
and  witaeues,  in  aid  of  the  funds  ansio^  from 
fiaes,  forfeiiarea,  and  peultie^  and  likewiw  tar 
defrayiag  the  expense  of  prosecution  for  efieoees 
tpinst  ibe  United  State*,  and  tor  safekeeping  of 
[nsoneTc,  forty  dtonsand  dollars. 

For  the  payment  of  sundrv  pensionB  Minted 
by  tba  Uce  QoTernment,  nine  hoDdred  dollars. 

For  the  pavmeni  of  ftQ  aanuity  granted  to  l_. 
chltdren  of  the  late  Colonel  John  Harding,  aad 
Major  Alexander  Trueman,  by  an  act  of  Coogreai, 
passed  Ibe  fourteench  of  A(ay,  one  thoasand  eight 
oundred,  six  hundred  dollars. 

For  ihe  pa^mentof  the  aannal  allowance  to- the 
inTslid  peniionen  of  the  United  Siatei,  from  the 
fifth  of  March,  one  thooMtid  eight  haadred  and 
six,  to  the  burih  of  March,  one  Ihonsand  eighi 
bondred  ^and  seren,  aineiy-eight  ihoutand  dol- 
lars. 

Fm  the  maialensDce  and  •uppoti  of  light- 
bouses,  beacoDs,  baoys,  aad  public  piers,  and 
stakeage  ofcbaDaelB,  bars,  aad  shoals,  and  oartain 
conliogeiit  expenses,  etghty-ODe  thousand  and 
ei^ty-eigbt  doUare  and  two  etat». 

For  the  payment  of  a  coatmission  of  tw«  and 
a  half  per  cenL  to  the  commissi«ners  who  soper- 
inteuded  the  erection  of  public  piets  in  the  nret 
Delaware,  four  hundred  and  brty-ei^  dollais 
and  aerenty-one  cents. 

For  fixing  bnoys  in  Long  laland  Sound,  in«d- 
dilion  to  ilte  snos  heretofore  appropriated  for 
that  obieet,  one  tbounnd  thiee  hundred  and  foUy- 
two  dollars  and  thirty-four  cents. 

For  expewe*  ef  intercourse  with  foraigs  na- 
tioas,  ihirly-niae  tluHaand  and  filty  dollar*. 

For  the  expeiwes  of  the  intercouiae  between 
the  United  States  and  the  Barbary  Powers, ' 

eluding  Uie  compenMlion  of  the  Consuls  at 

H vera!  Barbery  Powers,  fori y-oine  thousand  fin 
hundred  dollars. 

For  the  oontin^ent  expenses  of  the  intercoorse 
with  foreign  nauons,  twenty-aix  thousand  nine 
hundred  and  fiftjr  dolUri. 

For  the  contingent  expenses  of  intercourse 
with  the  BarbaryTowers,  fifty  thousand  dollars. 

For  defraying  the  expense  of  carrying  into 
effect  tba  sixth  article  of  the  British  Treaty,  in 
addition  to  the  sums  heretofore  appropriated  for 
that  purpose,  acTea  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
fifty  doUare. 

Towards  completing  the  sarreys  of  pnbUc 
lands  in  the  State  of  Ohio,aad  in  the  Indiana  and 
Hisaissippi  Territories,  one  bnadred  and  twenty 
tbousund  dollars. 

For  the  discharge  of  such  miscellaneous elaiats 
•gaiost  ihe  United  Slates,  not  otherwise  provided 
for,  as  shall  hare  been  admitted  in  due  ceutae  of 
•eulwaeni  at  the  Trawury,  and  whjcti  are  of  a 
Mture,  aeoordin^  to  the  UNge  thereof,  to  require 
payment  ia  apaoie,  four  ibosnud  doUu*. 


For  defraying  the  eqwsses  incident  to  the  in- 
vestigation of  claims  nodet'  the  French  Conraa- 
tion  of  Ihe  tbitlieth  of  April,  one  thousand  eigk 
hundred  and  three,  in  addition  to  the  sumz  here- 
tofore appropriated  to  that  putpoaa,  six  thounaj 
dollars.  . 

For  Ihe  relief  and  protection  ot  diatresscd 
Ameriean  seaKten,  seven  tbousaod  fivu  inudrei 

For  the  nlarlea  of  the  agenta  at  Lfondon,  Pnk, 
and  Madrid,,  for  prosecuting  elaiou  in  relatiauia 
captures,  six  thousand  dollars. 

For.  the  amonni  admitted  U  the  Treaanryai 
due,  en  the  first,  of  January,  one  thonaaiu]  aeva 
hundred  and  ainety-oiie,  to  the  l^ai  reprcaesis- 
lives  of  the  late  Baron  de  Beaumarchaia,  for  mili- 
tary norei  furaiifaed  the  United  StM«i  daring 
the  late  war,  including  inteiest  on  the  aaiac^a 
snm  not  exceeding  seventy-nine  thoneaad  dotlan. 

For  exploring  the  waters  of  the  conatry  ceded 
by  the  convention  of  the  thirtieth  of  April,  oae 
toousasd  eight  hundred  and  three,  and  estaUisk- 
lag  commerce  with  the  Indian  tribes  inhttbia^ 
the  same,  five  thousand  dinars. 

Sec.  2,  And  U  it  fitrVter  enacted.  Thai  tk 
several  appropriations  hereinbefore  mad^  shall  be 
paid  and  discharged  out  of  the  fond  of  atx  hun- 
dred thousand  dollars,  reserved  by  an  act  making 
provision  for  Ihe  deiit  of  the  United  Siaie^  aud 
out  of  moneys  in  the  Treasury,  WA  othowtae  ap- 
propriated. 

Apprcfved,  Apia  IS,  1806. 

An  Act  making  ptovision  fbr  Ihe  eompeasatien  cf  wit- 

DMsea  who  attended  the  trial  of  the  impaadimnt  of 

Samoal  ChsM. 

Be  it  enacted,  ^c,  That,  to  every  witness  sum- 
mooed  to  attend  Ihe  trial  of  the  impnebmeni  of 
Samuel  Chase,  there  shall  be  allowed  and  paid 
for  every  day's  attendance  upon  the  said  trtaftlie 
sum  of  three  dollars  ;  and,  also,  far  mileage  at  the 
tale  of  twelve  and  an  half  cents  for  every  mile 
distance  coming  to  the  City  of  Washington,  and 
returning  to  the  usual  place  of  raideace  of  the 
wiiaesses,  respectively. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  itjurther  atacled,  That  it  shall 
be  the  duty  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Senate  to  a» 
certain  and  certify  the  amount  due  to  each  wit- 
ness for  attendance  and  mileage;  which  certifi- 
cate shall  be  a  sufficient  voucher  to  entitle  the 
witness  to  receive  from  the  Treasury  of  the 
United  Slates  the  amooot  certified  (o  be  due,  na- 
less  otherwise  ordered  by  the  Senate. 

Sec.  3.  Atid  be  il  fitrther  enacud.  That  Ibe 
sum  of  six  thousand  dollars  be  appropriated  to  de- 
fray the  expenses  m  be  incnnred  tinder  the  pro- 
visions of  this  act,  to  be  paid  out  of  any  money  in 
tbe  Treasury,  not  olhemise  appropriated. 

Approved,  April  21, 1S06.     . 

An  Act  in  addition  to  an  act,  entitled  "An  act  sdhI*- 
mentaiy  to  the  ad  providing  for  a  Naval  Peacs  b- 
tabliihiseat,  and  for  other  porposas." 
Be  ii  enacted,  fc,  That  the  second  and  Aarth 
«lions  of  "  An  act  pturiding  for  «  Naval  Penee 
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Ssiablisbineat,  and  tor  other  purpOMs,"  be,  aad 
tbe  s&me  are  hereby  repmled. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  U  Jurtker  enacted,  That  the 
Piesideol  of  the  United  Slates  be,  and  he  is 
hereby,  aathoTized  Id  keep  in  actual  wrTiee,  in 
time  of  peace,  so  many  of  the  frigates  and  other 

Jablic  armed  vessels  of  the  Uoited  States,  as  ii 
is  judgment  the  nature  of  the  service  majr  re 
qaire,  and  to  cause  the  midue  thereof  to  be  laid 
ap  in  ordioarf  in  cooTeaient  ports. 

Seo.  3.  And  be  it  furOter  enacted,  That  the 
pablic  armed  Teasels  of  the  United  States,  in  ac- 
tual service,  in  time  of  peace,  sbaU  be  officered 
and  manned,  as  the  President  of  the  United 
States  &hall  direct:  Provided,  TiiAt  ihe  officers 
shall  not  exceed  the  folloWiDg  nnmbets  and 
grades ;  that  ia  to  sajr,  thirteen  captaitu,  itiae  mas- 
ters commandant,  seveotr-two  lieutenants,  and 
one  hnndred  and  fifty  midshipmen  ;  but  the  said 
officers  shall  receive  no  more  than  half  their 
monthly  pay,  during  Ihe  time  when  they  shall 
not  be  under  orders  for  actual  service:  Andfr<y- 
trided  fitrther,  That  the  whole  number  of  able 
seamen,  ordinary  aeameo,  and  boys,  shall  not  ex- 
ceed nine  hundred  and  tweoly-five  ;  but  ihe  Ptesi- 
deut  may  appoint,  for  the  vessels  in  actual  ser- 
Tice,  90  many  surgeons,  surgeons'  mates,  sail- 
ingmaslers,  chaplains,  pursers,  boatswains^  gun- 
ners, sailmabeia,  and  carpenters,  as  may  in  his 
opinion  be  necessary  and  proper. 
Approved,  AprU  21, 1B06. 


Bt  it  enacted,  fc^  That  tho  eitcaii  court  for 
Washington  county,  in  the  District  of  Colujuttta, 
shall  hemf^er  commence  and  be  held  on  ihe  first 
HoDtlay  in  June  in  each  year,  instead  of  the 
fimnh  Monday  in  July,  as  now  fixed  by  law ;  and 
the  circuit  cotirt  for  Alexandria  county,  in  said 
district,  on  tbe  first  Monday, in  July,  instead  of 
the  fourth  Honilay  in  June,  as  now  enablkdaed ; 
and  that  the  circntt  conrt  for  Waihinrtoaconnty, 
iriiich  now  siands  adjourned  to  the  fourth  Moo- 
day  in  July  next,  shall  be,  and  is  hereby  ad- 
jonmed  to  the  fiiat  Monday  in  June  next ;  and 
the  circuit  court  for  Alexandria  cotmty  shall  be 
■djonmed  to,  and  held  on  the  first  Monday  in 
Jnlynexl;  and  that  all  process  irhataoerer,  now 
issued,  or  that  may  be  isaned  in  the  reapectire 
eotinties  of  Washington  and  Alexandria,  in  wd 
district,  retumable  to  the  fourth  Mondays  in  June 
and  JnlT  next,  respectively,  or  to  any  particular 
day  in  the  first,  second,  or  other  succeeding  weeks 
dnrinc  the  said  terms,  as  heretofore  eataUbhod, 
shall  be  returnable,  and  retamed  to  the  first  Mon- 
days in  June  and  July  next,  or  to  corresponding 
days  in  the  first,  second,  or  other  succeeding 
weeks  during  the  said  terms,  respectively,  as  sow 
hf  this  law  established ;  and  all  canses,  nco^- 
BizanccB,  pleas,  and  proceedings,  civil  and  crimi- 
nal, returnable  t«,  and  depending  before  the  said 
courts^  at  tha  respective  times  of  holding  the 
•une  as  haretofbrv  «slat>liahed,  ahall  ba  r«niB«d 


and  continued  to  the  aaid  first  Monday  in  June 
and  July  neit,  in  the  same  counties,  respeciively, 
in  the  same  manner,  as  if  the  said  causes,  recog- 
nizances, pleas  and  (woeeediogs,  had  been  regu- 
larly retarned  or  conltnned  to  the  said  respective 
times  appointed  by  this  act,  for -holding  ine  said 

Seo.  2.  And  be  it  fitrther  enacted,  That  the 
provisions  of  the  act,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  re- 
lief  of  insolvent  debtors  within  the  District  of  Co- 
lumbia," shall  extend  to  any  debtor  who  may  bave 
been^or  hereafter  shall  be.arresied  and  holden  to 
bail  m  the  said  district,  and  who,  at  the  time  of  his 
arrest,  shall  have  been  a  resident  in  the  saiddistrict 
one  year  next  preceding  his  arrest 

Approved,  April  SI,  1806. 

An  Act  continuing  in  ibrca  fin  a  iurdMr  time,  the  fint 
section  of  the  act,  entitled  "An  act  further  to  pro- 
t«ct  the  commeice  and  seamen  of  the  United  SUtee 
•jsjnatthe  Bubsiy  Poireis. 
Be  it  enacted,  4o;    That  so  much  of  the  act 
passed  on  the  twenty-fifth  day  of  March,  one  thou- 
sand eight  hundred  and  four,  entitled  "An  actfur- 
th^  to  woiecT'the  commerce  and  seamen  of  the 
United  States  against  the  Barhary  Powers."  as  is 
contained  in  the  first  aectionof  the^aidaet,  be,  and 
the  same  hweby  i^  continued  in  force  until  the  end 
of  the  next  sessioD  of  Congrasi^  and  no  longer. 
Approved,  Aptjl  21,  X806. 

An  Act  snpplen 

■scertaininK  <  ,         _  ... 

land,  within  the  Temtoiy  of  Oitaan*,  snd  the  dis- 


Be  it  enacted,  f  c.  Thai  every  person  or  persona 
claiming  a  tract  of  land,  by  virtue  of  the  second 
section  of  the  act,  tO  which  this  act  is  a  suppler 
ment,  and  who  had  commenced  an  actual  settle- 
ment on  such  tract,  prior  to  the  "first  day  of  Oeio* 
her,  one  thousand  eight  hundred,  and  had  continu- 
ed actually  to  inhabit  and  cultivate  the  same,  dur< 
ing  the  term  of  three  y»rs  from  the  time  wbes 
such  actual  settlement  bad  commenced,  and  prior 
to  the  twentietii  day  of  December,  eighteen  nan- 
dred  and  three,  shall  be  considered  as  having  made 
such  settlement  with  the  permission  of  the  proper 
Spanish  officer,  alihongh  it  may  not  be  m  tha 
power  of  such  person  or  persons  to  prodtice  suffi- 
cient erldenee  of  su^h  permission. 

Sac.  S.  And  be  itfiirlher  enacted.  That  every 
r  persons  rightfully  claiming  a  tract  of 
exceeding  six  hnndred  and  forty  acres, 
by  virtue  of  the  act  to  which  this  act  is  a  supple- 
ment, shall  be  confirmed  in  his  or  their  claims,  if 
otherwise  embraced  by  the  provisions  of  the  said 
act,  alihongh  the  person  or  persons,  under  whom 
the  claim  or  claims  originated,  were  not  M  the 
time  when  the  same  originated,  above  the  age  of 
twenty-one  years:  Provided,  That  the  tract  of 
land  <nus  claimed,  had  been  for  the  space  of  tea 
consecutive  years,  prior  to  the  tweniieth  day  of 
December, eighteen liund red  and  three,in  tbe<{nieT 
possession  of,  and  actually  inhabited  and  caHivat- 
«d  by  Bueh  person  ix  penoas,  or  for  his  or  their  om. 
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8bc.  3.  And  be  it  JurOur  enaettd,  Thu  tbe 
time  fixed  by  tb«  aet  to  whioti  tbi>  aci  is  a  sappla- 
xaeat,  Tot  detiveiia^  to  the  register  of  tke  pTopet 
land  office,  notices  ID  writiiig,BBd  thewtiueaevi- 
d«Dcea  of  claims  to  tka  liukd  in  the  Territory  of 
OrlesDs,  be,  and  ikt  saoie  is  buebf  extended,  till 
ibe  first  day  of  Januiry  oest ;  and  persons  delivei- 
iflg  such  DOtieea  and  avideaeet,  shall  be  entitled  to 
tl)«  same  benefits  a«  if  the  uune  had  been  d^lirered 
prior  to  the  fiM  day  «l  Uatab  last )  hut  the  rights 
of  »uch  persMM,  as  shall  a^ect  so  doing,  within 
the  lime  limited  by  ibiaaci,shaU  twUvred^aad 
th»e*ide[ioe6  of  their  «lainu  lUTer  after  admitud 
a»  evidencr^  in  the  same  mumer  aa  had  been  pro- 
vided by  Ibe  foucth  sec  lion  of  the  acl,  to  wbieh  this 
act  is  a  supplement,  in  r«lation  to  clvims,  noiioes, 
and  written  eridences  of  wbieb,  should  not  be 
delivered,  prior  to  the  raid  first  day  of  March  last. 

Sbo.  4.  Atid  be  Hfiirther  enacted^  That  the 
regieters  of  the  land  offices  in  the  Tenitory  ofOr- 
leans,  respectiTely,be,and  they  are  hereby,  ancbor- 
ized  to  appoint  so  msoy  depnlies,  not  exceeding 
OB*  fbr  each  county,  in  tb«ir  reapeclirv  dtMricts. 
aa  they  may  think  aecesiary ;  whose  duty  it  shall 
be  to  roceive,  enter,  and  file  noHcee.  and  to  leeeiTe 
ssdreeofd  written  eridences  of  claims  to  laads 
lying  in  the  eounty,  or  counties,  to  them  respect- 
ivelyassigBod,  in  tlie  same  manner  aa  ihar^fiBiei 
might  do ;  and,  aba,  to  naBsmit  to  the  register  the 
said  Botioea  and  eTtdanees,  or  saeh  iraBacripu  of 
abatracts  of  the  same,  as  the  said  register,  or  the 
commissioners,  may  diraetf  and  generally  to  do 
wtd  peifosm  all  auch  acts,  ia  ruuioja  to  aaak 
dBims,a«  tha  said  r^glatet  may  ditecL  Patsons 
h»iuiicclaiiaaU)lMid  mayddiier  ibanotueaaBd 
evidences  of  the  same,  at  their  opliaM,  etthei  to 
ItwitgiatBT  of  (he  pioptr  land  offics.i»  to  hiedep- 
uty.fot'the  CDuiUyiatrbiBh  soch  land  liesi  and 
eMA  of  the  said  depuiea  shall  be  MUitUd  to  raoeive 
tha  recocdiiig  fees,  allowed  to  the  ragiaiar,  by  the 
actt*  whichthisact.il  aattf^^eol.aad  in  addi- 
tion thereto, (ot  a  comfMBsatiob  of  five  hundred 
dollars  in  fuiU  fix  ftU  his  terviceaj  ai  the  rai«  of 
<HM  dollar  fat  evary  claim  filed  with  him,  to  be 
---'-—-'  -'^  .j^j^  fotoa*ryin| 

a  Mt  is  fr  topfle 

Sbo.  6.  And  be  ii  furtKer  maeUd,  ThU  the 
COBinissioD«t4  ajwointed  Ibr  the  imfoaa  xii  a*- 
cflftaioiivg  the  rights  of  ptraons  claiming  lands  io 
the  Territory  of  Orleatts,  shall,  ia  ll>eu  raspealive 
difttiets,  have  the  same  poweis,aDd  perform  the 
Bwne  duties,  in  relation  to  the  claims  thus  filed  be- 
fora  the.  firU  day  of  Januaiy  next,  as  if  notica  of 
th«  sMue  h«d  been  girea  before  the  first  day  of 
March  hut,  and  a%  was  provided  by  the  aot  tc 
which  this  act  is  a  supplenKBt,  in  relation  to  thL 
claim*  therein  described.  Transcripts  of  tb«  de- 
eixioDS  of  the  said  commissi  oners, 'and  reports  of 
the  claims  filed  in  ceofbrmiiv  with  the  pr-ovisions 
of  this  aet,  shall  be  made  ana  iransnutted,  as  was 
provided  by  the  act  lo  which  this  aet  is  a  supple- 
ment, in  religion  to  the  claims  [herein  deocrtbed. 
It  thall  likewise  be  the  duty  of  tbe  said  commit 
eiooersj  to  inquire  into  the  natora  and  extant  of 
difl  cJavu  wttick  may  aiise  from  a  right,  or  svp- 


grants  or.coacessioas  heretofon 
mode,  or  from  giants  or  coBceasions  heretofon 
made  to  minors,  and  not  embraced  by  th«  provis- 
ions of  this  act,  or  from  fcraots  or  concesMOU 
made  by  the  Spanish  Qovernmeol,  subsequent  ts 
tbe  first  day  of  Apiil,  one  thousand  eigbt  hon- 
dred,  for  lands  which  wece  actually  settled  and 
iababited  on  the  twentieth  day  of  December,  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  three ;  and  to  mab  a 
special  report  thereon  to  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury ;  which  report  shaJI  be,  by  bini,  laid  bc- 
foxe  Cosgress  at  their  next  ensuing  session.  Aaf 
the  lands  which  may  be  evhraced  by  such  report, 
sball  net  be  otiierwise  disused  .ot,  ontil  &  de- 
cision of  Congress  shall  have  been  had  tbti«- 
upon. 

Sec.  6.  Andhe  it  fitrther  enacUd^ThjH  euHitS 
the  registers  aforesaid,  shall,  in  addition  M  his 
otber  enoluraems,  receive  a  compeaaation  offive 
handled  dollars  for  the  services  to  be  performed 
under  this  act  prior  to  the  first  day  of  Janovr 
next;  and  each  of  the.  commissiDners  afaraniif, 
shall  receive  at  the  rate  of  six  dollars  a  day  for 
every  day's  actual  siteitdance  on  the  duties  of  hii 
office, subsequent  to  the  ^st  day  of  January  next; 
Protnded,  That  tbe  whole  amount  of  compensa- 
tion thus  allowed,  shall  not,  for  any  commissioner, 
exceed  two  ihousaud  dollars:  And  vroeiiiiti,  oUo, 
That  the  Preaideol  of  the  United  Sutes  may,  if 
he  shall  think  proper,  reduce,  after  the  first  day  of 
January  next,  the  number  of  cdmrnissioners  on 
either  or  both  boards,  to  one  or  two  persons,  and 
in  C8W  of  sHoh  redsetien  A*  oommisaiBBea  m 
commissitHiers  eoDstinrting  the  boaid,  shaU  hare 
the  same  powers  which  are  vested  by  this  act,  or 
by  the  Sot  to  which  this  aet  i«  a  sspplsnaenLin 
the  board  established  by  the  act,  to  wkidi  tAit 
act  fa  a  snpplemenl.  The  dak  of  eMh  of  Uie 
boards  shall  ba  entitled  to  Nceiveat  ihorateof 
fiAaen  htindrcd  dollars  a  year;  ifcs  inoalators  at 
ths  rate  of  mx  trandMd  doUan  a  year,  and  ths 
agents  eiaployed  by  the  SccivUry  of  tka  Tr«s- 
ury  attbetate  of  fiftean  hundred  doUanayoa^ 
froia  the  flnt  day  of  Janaary  iMxt,  to  thfl  tiaaa 
when  eaofa  board'  shall  respeatiraly  be  dissolved 
Piwided,  That »»  more  thu  one  yeai^  cooapen- 
satton  be  ibos  allowed  to  each  of  tbe  add  Mrk^ 
translators,  and  agents :  A»d  protideif  aim,  That 
the  Ssoretary  of  die  Treasary  may  diseoatiKM 
eithar  one  ov  bath  of  said  sgent^  whenever  ha 
shall  think  it  proper. 

Seo.  7.  And  be  it  JvrUur  atacUd,  That  th* 
commissioners  appointed  fdr  the  pmr^aaaof  asesr- 
taroing  the  rights  of  persons  clalnuBg  Iwd*  in 
the  Territories  of  Orleans  and  Louisiana,  be,  and 
they  are  hereby  aathorisad,  if  they  shall  thiak  it 
necessary,  fat  the  purpose  of  obiaiDiDg  oral  en- 
deoce,  either  in  suppen  of,  or  in  o^iositioB  I* 
dainUL,  which  evidence  could  not  be  girea  at  iht 
usual  place  of  their  ailtiags,  withsnt  of^reMiea 
10  the  panics.0T  witnesses,  to  t«mave  tkeu  Biltii|it 
or  to  send  for  that  purpose,  one  or  more  msiahw 
of  the  board,  to  such  Mhsr  place  or  placf^  wicAin 
th«r  raspeetive  districlR,  as  thay  may  thiax  a  cess 
sMyi  And  etoh.  of  lh«  eoBBUMiottars  goiag  fet 
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c  places,  shall, 
.I  to  luB  compeaaatioo,  receiie  at  the 
(  dollars  for  erery  twenty  miles,  going 
tp  and  reiuTDuig  froia  such  plae«  or  places:  Pro- 
vided, Xkat  ao  commissioner  shall  teceive  in  the 
vhole,  on  that  account,  mora  than  fat  the  di»- 
tuuje,  from  the  usual  place  <^  the  siltiags  of  the 
board  10  the  eKreme  seitlemenu  wiihia  his  te- 
■pectiTa  disiiicL 

8B0.a  And  be  itfitr$ktr>«naclmif  Thataaoh 
of  the  boanli  aforeMiid  shall  prepare,  and  cMHe  to 
be  pvepued,  the  reporU  and  maseripu,  which  by 
tow  tbef  Me  directM  to  make  l«  the  Seoniarf  «f 
th*  TManry,  io  confonMiy  with  mc^  fbmu  aa 
ha  may  preaoribe;  an4  they  *bsU  alao,  in  their 
aeveraT  proceedings  and  decisions,  cvnibnn  to  aveb 
mstractioni  as  (he  said  Secretary  mar,  with  the 
approbalioD  of  the  PreetdeM  of  the  Untied  Sutes, 
tisauait  to  dwai  in  relatioa  iharato. 

■  Sbo.  9.  And  be  il  JifAer  enacted,  TTial  the 
aurveyor  of  the  pnblle  lands  south  of  Tennessee 
be,  and  he  is  faerebv  directed  to  appoiat  a  princi- 
pal deputy  for  eacb  of  the  two  land  districts  of 
the  Territory  of  Orleans,  whose  doty  it  shall  be 
to  reside  and  keep  an  office  in  the  said  districts 
respeeiiTely,  to  execute,  or  cause  to  be  executed 
by  the  other  deputies,  such  surreys  as  baTe>been 
or  may  be  authorized  b^  taw,  or  as  the  commis- 
siorters  aforesaid  may  direct;  to  file  and  record  all 
anch  surrejs,  to  form,  as  far  as  praetieable,  coo- 
Qected  drafts  of  the  lands  grauted  in  ^e  district, 
M  as  to  exhibit  the  lands  remaining  Tacant,  ftud 
generally  to  perform  in  such. districts  respeetirely, 
in  conformity  with  the  regulations  and  instruc- 
tions of  the  said  surveyor  of  the  pablic  lands 
■OQih  of  the  State  of  Tennessee,  the  duties  iux- 
posed  bf  law  on  said  surveyor.  And  each  of  ihe 
aaid  priacipal  deputies  shall  receive  an  anuoal 
compensation  of  fire  hundred  dollars,  and  in  ad- 
dhiou  thereto,  the  foltowtog  fees,  (hat 


by  any  of  the  dejnitieSj  a 

cents  tor  every  mile  of  the  boundary  lin 


ftir  examining  and  recording  (he  surveys  executed 
'  '■     '        '  L  at  the  "  "    " 

ery  mile  of  the  boi ^  _._ 

■nrvey;  and  for  a  certiSed  copy  of  any 
anrVey  in  the  office,  twenty-five  cents. 
'  Sec.  10.  And  be  it  furiher  enacted,  That  the 
President  of  the  United  States  be,  and  he  hereby 


waslatn  district  of  the  Territory  of  Orleans,  who 
shall  receive  the  same  annual  compensation,  give 
■eauiity  in  the  same  manner  and  in  the  same 
aiuns,  and  whose  duties  and  autboHties  shall,  in 
erery  respect,  be  the  same  in  relation  to  the  lands 
ubiob  shall  hereafter  be  dutposed  of  at  their  offices, 
as  are  bv  law  provided  wiib  respect  to  the  re- 
ceivers of  public  moneys,  in  the.  several  offices 
established  for  the  di&posal  of  the  lands  of  the 
United  States  north  of  the  river  Ohio,  and  above 
the  moaih  of  Kentucky  river.  -And  (he  said  re- 
ceiver, and  the  register  of  the  land  office,  for  the 
same  district,. shall,  whenever  the  public  lands 
vilhin  the  same  shall  be  offered  for  sale,  he  enti- 
tled to  Uie  tame  commissions  and  fees,  which  are 
by  law  respectively  allowed  to  the  same  officers, 


north  of  the  river  Ohio,  and  above  the  mouth  of 
Kentucky  river, 

Beo.  11.  And  he  it  Jiirther  enacted,  That  the 
President  of  the  United  States  be,  and  he  is  here- 
by authorized,  whenever  he  shall  thick  il  proper, 
to  direct  so  much  of  the  public  lands  lying  in  Ihe 
western  district  of  the  Territory  of  Orleans  as 
shall  have  been  surveyed  in  conformity  witb  the 
prorisiooa  of  the  act  to  which  this  act  is  a  sup- 
plement, to  be  offered  for  sate.  Atl  such  laod 
shall,  with  the  exception  of  Ihe  section  "number 
siiteei^"  which  shall  be  reserved  in  eacb  lowor 
ship  for  the  support  of  schools  within  (he  same  ; 
with  (be  eioeptioQ,  also,  of  an  entire  townshij^ 
to  be  located  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
for  the  use  of  a  seminary  of  rearoiug,  and  witlt 
the  exception,  also,  of  Ihe  salt  springs,  and  land 
contiguous  thereto,  which,  by  direction  of  the 
President  of  ihe  United  States,  may  be  reserved 
for  the  future  disposal  of  the  said  States,  shall 
be  offered  for  sale  to  the  highest  bidder,  under  (he 
direction  of  the  register  of  the  laod  office,  of  ihtt  ' 
receiver  of  public  moneys,  and  of  the  principal 
deputy  surveyor;  and  on  such  day  or  days,  aa 
shall,  by  a  public  proclamation  of  the  President 
of  (he  United  States,  be  designated  for  that  pur- 
pose. The  sales  shaU  remain  open  for  three  week^ 
and  no  longer;  (he  laod  shall  be  sold  for  a  price 
not  less  (ban  (hat  which  has  been,  or  may  lie  nied 
by  tair,fa[  the  public  lands  in  (be Mississippi  Ter- 
rilory,  aod  shall,  in  every  other  respect,  be  sold  in 
tracts  of  the  same  size,  on  (be  same  lerms  and 
conditions  as  have  been,  or  may  be,  by  law  pro- 
vided fbr  the  lands  sold  in  ihe  Mississippi  Terri- 
(ory.  The  superintendents  of  (he  said  publie 
sates  shall  receive  six  dollars  eacb,  for  each  day's 
attendance  on  the  said  sates.  All  lands,  other 
than  the  reserved  seciious,  and  those  excepted  as 
above  mentioned,  remaining  unsold  at  the  closing; 
of  the  public  sales,  may  be  disposed  of  at  private 
sale  by  the  register  of  the  land  office,  in  ihe  same 
manner,  under  the  same  regulations,  for  (he  same 
price,  aqd  on  the  same  terms  and  conditions,  as 
are,  or  may  l>e  provided  by  taw  for  the  sale  of  the 
lands  of  the  United  States  in  (he  Mississippi  Ter- 
ritory  ;  and  paUnts  shall  he  obtained  for  all  lands 
granted  or  sold  in  the  Territory  of  Orleans,  in  the 
same  manner,  and  on  (be  same  terms  as  are,  or 
may  be,  provided  by  law  for  lands  sold  in  the 
Mississiwi  Territory. 

Sec.  iI.  And  be  ti  fimher  enacted,  Thai  the 
location,  or  locations  of  land,  which  may  he  made 
in  the  Territory  of  Orleans,  by  Major  Oeneral  La^ 
fayeUe.  by  vir(ue  of  (he  act  to  which  this  act  ia 
a  supplement,  shall  and  may  be  received,  though 
cuntamiog  less  than  one  thousand  acres.  Pro- 
vided, That  no  such  location  or  surrey  shall  con- 
tain less  ihan  five  hundred  acres. 

Sec.  13.  And  be  it  Jiirther  eitaeted.  That  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be  authorized  to  cause 
a  survey  to  be  made  of  the  seacoasi  of  the  Ter- 
ritory of  Orleans,  from  the  mouth  of  the  Missis- 
s'ippi  to  Vermillion  bay,  inclusively,  and  as  much 
farther  westwardly  as  the  President  of  (be  Uni- 
ted States  shall  direct,  and  also  of  the  bays,  in- 
lets, and  navigable  waters  cooaected  therewith. 
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i'rimSed,  That  the  expense  Of  snCh  snrrer  shall 
90't  exceed  fire  thousaod  dollars. 

'  Sec.  U.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  Thata: 
not  exceeding  Iweoty  thau«and  dollaTS,  id  b 
lioD  to  the  sum  appropriated  br  .the  act  tp  which 
thia  act  is  a  s  apple  meat,  and  to  bepaid  out  of 
aojr  unappropriated  mooeys  in  the  Trcasiiry,  be, 
and  the  same  ii  hereby,  Bpprt>prlated'ir6t  tfiapur- 
pose  of  carrying  this  act  iQlo  effect. 

Approved,  April  2X,  I806. 

An  Act  reapectiiig  Ibe  claina  to  lad  in  die  Indiana' 
territory,  snd  Sufe  of  Ohio.' 

Be  it  enacted,  §-c.,  That  the  re^iiters'  and  1 
ceifers  of  jjublic  moneys,  of  I  be  disiriois  df  Vi 
cennes  and'Kaskaskias,  respectively,  be,  and  they 
are  hereby,  authorized  and  empowered,  under  the 
direction  of  the  Secretary  of.  the  .Treasury,  to  lay 
out  one  01  more  tracts  of  laud  Iq  tlteir  respective 
districts,  for  the  purpose  of  locating  therein  tracts 
of  land  granted  by  virtue  of  any,  legal  p'rench  or 
British  gran  Is,  or  of  any.resolutipn  or  act  of  Con- 
gress. Promded,  That  the  tracts  thue  laid  out 
shall,  be,  whenever  practicable,  adjoining  ihi 
tracts,  whicb,  in  conformity  with  former  laws, 
had  been  laid  out  fur  sioiilar  purposes  by  the 
Oovernors  of  the  Northwest  or  Indiana  Territo- 
ries; and  the  tracts  thus  laid  out  shall  not  be 
otberwisedjsposed  of,  unless  by  order  of  Coogres^.' 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  , enacted,  That  any 
person  or  persons,  en  filled  to  grants  of  land  by 
Virtue  of  any.  former  resoTution  or  act  of  Coi 
gress,  which  are  not  specifically  designated  iii  tl 
patents  isjiued  by  the  Governors  aforesaid,  (._ 
which  have  not  yet  been  located,  shalf  have  a 
light  to  locate  the  same  in  the  tract  or  tracts,  to 
be  laid  out  in  each  district,  respectively  by  virtue 
of  the  preceding  section;  the  priority  of  such 
locations  ahall  lie  determined  by  tot,  in  the  pres- 
ence of  the  register  of  the  land  office,  with  wbom 
the  location  shall  be  entered;  and  the  Surveyor 
General  shall  cause  the  same  to  be  surveyed  at 
the  expense  of  the  parties.  Prooidtd,  That  all 
the  lands  thus  located,  shall,  in  each  tract  laid  ottt 
for  that  purpose,  he  laid  out  in  a  body,  without 
leaving  any  intervals  of  vacant  land,  and  shall 
each  be  surveyed,  in  tbe  form  of  a  square  or  of  a 
parallelogram,  tbe  length  of  which  shall  not  ex- 
ceed three  times  ils  "breadth. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  furtbet  enacted.  That  the 
registers  and  receivers  aforesaid,  shall  comnlete. 
ana  transmit  their  reports  10  tbe  Secretary  or  the 
J'reatury,  before  the  Grit  day  of  December  next. 
Each  of  the  officers  shall  be  allowed  an  additional 
compensation  of  five  hundred  dollars,  and  each  of 
the  clerks  of  the  respective  boards  shall  be  allow- 
ed an  additional  compensation  of  two  hundred 
and  fifty  ddlars^  for  bis  services  aa  such,  in  rela- 
tion to  sucb  claims. 

Sec.  4.  And  be  it  farther  enacted,  That  the 
register  and  receiver  of  public  moneys  in  the 
district  of  Cincinnati  be,  and  they  ar^  hereby,  au- 
thorized to  ^nt  certificates  of  a  right  of  pre- 
emption to  any  person  residing  on  any  reserved 
section,  other  than  seciion  "nutaber  sixteen,"  for 
the  tract  on  which  he  resides,  on  the  applicants  1 


prodhoing  salisfaclory  evidence  that  his  daao 
waa  within  the  provisions  of  the  seventh  aeetka 
of  an  act,  entitled  '^An  act  making  provision  for 
the  disposal  of  the  public  lands  in  tbe  Indiana 
Territory,  and  for  other  purposes."  Prtrwidei, 
That  tfaa-person  shall  exhibit  tbe  evtdence  of  hit 
ctaim,  and  shall  bare  paid  at  least  one  tweotietk 
pari'of  the  purchase  money  on  or  before  tbe  Snt 
day  of  August  next.  And  provided,  <Uso,  Tint 
such  aertificaiessfaall  not  be  granted  focutj  Iaa& 
pfevioosly  granted  ot  aotd,  ot  for  n  luver  tract 
than  a  quarter  of  a  aectiao,  nor  for  anf  ooer  tiaat 
than  that  on  whieh  he  resitles,  and  auch  laadi 
•hail  be  granted  at  th«  tnme  pice,  and  OB  tbe  p«f- 
menia  being  made,  aa  for  other  pnldic  lands  toU 
at  private  tale. 
Approved,  April  31, 1806. 


An  Act  to  ragnlato  aqd  fix  dia  a 

and  ts  anlhoiize  the  laying'  oat  of  cenam  poHic 

roads,  and  ibr  other  purposes. 

Be  itenacted,^c,.  That  the  Secretaries  of  State, 
Treasury,  Wat,  and  Navy  Depariments  shall  be, 
and  they  are  hereby,  autboiized  to  apportion  the 
eompensatioss  for  clerka  in  their  respective  de- 
partments in  such  manner  ai  the  services  to  be 
performed  sUaU,  in  their  judgtne^  jejffuire :  Pro- 
vided, That  the  whole  amount'^ordidiu-ycam- 
pensaiiona  for  clerks  in  the  said  derarimeni^  re- 
spectively, shall  not  exceed  the  ifotlowing  onnu 
annually,  that  is  to  say : 

For  the  Department  of  Stat^  seven  thonanad 
one  hundr^  and  Eft?  dollars. 

For  the  Treasury  X>epartment,forCjr-faar  thou- 
sand two  bundred  and  twenty-Kven  dollars  and 
twenty-eight  centL  that  i*  to  say :  in  the  office  of 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasarv,  ten  thoioand  two 


the  Comptroller  of  the 

reasnrVj  nine  thousand  and  sixty  seven  dollars ; 
the  office  of  the  Auditor,  ei^t  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  eleven  dt^rs ;  in  the  office  of  the 
Treasurer  of  the  United  States,  two  thouud 
eigfat  hundred  and  seventeen  dollars  and  forty-five 
cents;  and  in  the  office  of  the  Register  of  (he 
Treasury,  thirteen  thousand  two  hundred  and  ftv- 

-two  dollars  and  two  cents. 

For  the  Department  df  War,  sixteen  thousand 
u/e  btlndred  and  forty  dotiats.  (bat  ii  to  say:  in 
the  office  of  the  Secretary,  six'- thousand  thrae 
^undred  and  forty  dollars;  in  the  office  of  the 
Accountant  of  the  War  Department,  eieht  thoo- 
and  five  hundred  dollars  I'and  in  the  oiSce  of  the 
Purveyor  of  Public  Supplies,  one  thousand  seven 
hundred  dollars. 

For  the  Department  of  the  Navy,  tirelve  ibon- 
sand  nine  hnndred  dollars,  that  is  to  aay :  in  tbe 
office  of  the  Secretary,  four  thousand  nine  hnn- 
dred dollars ;  and  in  the  office  of  the  Accountant 
if  the  Navy  Department,  eight  thooaand  doltan. 

Sec.  8.  And  In  it  further  enacted,  That  the 
'ostmaster  General  of  the  United  States  dtnll  tx^ 
and  hereby  Is,  autboriz^dto  appoint  auch  namliet 
of  clerks  in  bis  office  aa  he  shall  judge  proper,and 
to  apportion  their  compensations  in  snch  manner 
u  the  nrrices  to  be  rendered  by  each  shafl,inlui 
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jadgmeDt,  Teqaire'T  Provided,  That  the  whole 
amouDt  of  ordinaiT  oompensation*  for  clerks  in 
the  Mid  oSce  afaall  not  exceed  the  nim  (^  nine 
thousand  three  hundred  and  forty-fire  dollars  an- 
DDatljr. 

Szo.a  And  be  it  Jwther  enacted,  Th^t  the  Di- 
laetoi  of  ibeMiut  he,  and  he  is  hereby,  authonEed 
to  allow  to  one  of  the  clerks  employed  In  his  of- 
ficre  scTsn  hundred  dollars  per  aannm;  and  ihe 
said  Direetar  is  hereby  aathorized  to  expend  the 
farther  sam  of  one  tbonsand  dollars,  annually,  in 
clerk  hire,  in  such  manner  as  bb  diacretion  shall 
dictate.  And  the  Snrreyor  General  is  hereby 
allowed  to  expend  twelve  hundred  ddlars,  anna- 
alljr,  for  clerk  hire. 

Ssc.  4.  Atid  be  it  fiirlher  enacted.  That  there 
shall  be  allowed  to  tne  Commissioners  of  Loans 
in  the  State:)  of  MassachoMtts  and  New  York, 
Tespeciively,  not  exceeding  fire  clerks,  at  the  rate 
of  five  hundred  dollars  each,  per  annum;  to  the 
Commissioner  of  Loans  in  Connecticut,  nol  ex- 
ceediDg  two  clerks,  at  the  rate  of  four  hundred 
dollars  each,  peraonum;  to  the  Commissioner  of 
Loans  in  Pennsylvania,  nol  exceeding  six  clerks, 
at  the  rate  of  five  hundred  dollars  each, annually; 
to  the  Commissioners  of  Loans  in  Virginia  and 
South  Carolina,  respectively,  not  eiceediog  two 
clerks,  at  the  rate  of  five  hundred  dollars  each, 
annually ;  the  aggr^te  of  compeDsations  for 
clerks  employed  hy  either  of  said  Commissioners 
to  be  apportioned  among  them  at  his  discretion. 
And  there  shall  be  aoDually  allowed,  in  lieu  of 
clerk  hire,  to  the  Commissioner  of  Loans  in  the 
State  of  New  Hampshire,  three  hundred  and  fifty 
dollars;  to  the  Commissioner  of  Loans  for  the 
Stale  of  Rhode  Island,  four  hundred  dollars ;  to 
the  Commissjoaer  of  Loans  in  the  State  of  New 
Jersey,  three  hundred  dollars;  and  to  the  Com- 
missioner of  Loans  in  the  State  of  Maryland  two 
hundred  aud  flAy  dollars. 

Ssc.  5.  And  be  it  Jwlher  eiiacted.  That  the 
compensations  allowed  by  this  act  to  clerks  shall 
commence  with  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hun- 
dred and  seven ;  and  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the 
Secretaries  for  the  Departments  of  State,  Trea- 
sury, War,  and  Navy,  and  of  the  Postmaster 
General  and  Surveyor  General,  and  of  the  Com- 
missioneTE  of  Loans  in  the  several  States,  to  re- 
port to  Congress,  at  the  beginning  of  eacn  year, 
the  names  of  the  clerks  they  have  employed,  re- 
spectively, in  the  preceding  year,  and  the  sum 
given  to  each;  and  whether  the  business  for 
clerks  increases  or  diminishes  in  their  respective 
departments,  that  Congress  may  be  enaoled  to 
make  further  arrangements  by  law  respecting 
clerk  hire.  And  it  sball  be  Ihe  duty  of  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury  particularly  to  report  whe- 
ther the  business  in  the  loan  office  of  Pennsylva- 

_;»  .k-Ii    f .. .; .-  — ...: 


ed  by  this  act  for  clerk  hire,  in  consequence  of 
the  removal  of  the  Treasury  Office  from  Pliil%- 
delphia,  in  eighteen  hundred,  to  the  permanent 
seat  of  Government ;  and  likewise  he  shiil  report 
Ihe  necessity,  If  such  shall  cnDtiiiiie,of  emplnyiog 
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clerks  on  the  business  belonging  to  the  office  of 
the  late  Commissioner  of  the  Revenue. 

Sbc.  6.  And  be  it  jvrther  erumled,  That  here- 
after, in  case  of  the  removal  of  any  public  office. 


licular  account  of  the  cost  of  such  removal  snail 
be  laid  before  Congre^is  that  they  may  be  enabled 
to  judge  of  the  proper  sum  lo  he  allowed  for  the 

8bo.  7.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the 
President  of  the  United  Stales  be,  an<j  he  hereby 
is,  authorized  to  cause  to  be  opened  a  road  from 
Ihe  frontier  of  Georgia  on  the  route  from  Athens 
to  New  Orleans,  till  the  same  intersects  the  thirty- 
first  degree  of  north  latitude ;  Provided,  he  shall 
not  expend  more  than  six  thousand  four  hundred 
dollars  in  opening  Ihe  same.  And  to  cause  to  be 
opened  a  toad  or  roads  through  the  territory  late- 
Ir  ceded  by  the  lodiaus  to  the  United  States,  from 
the  river  Rlississippi  to  the  Ohio,  and  to  the  for- 
mer Indian  bouudaryline  which  was  established 
hy  the  treaty  of  Greeuville:  Provided,  he  shall 
DOt  expend  in  opening  the  same  more  than  six 
ihousaad  dollars.  And  to  cause  to  be  opened  a 
road  from  Nashville^  in  the  State  of  Tennessee, 
to  Natchez,  in  the  Misaitsippi  Territory:  Provi- 
ded, he  shdt  not  expend  more  than  six  thousand 
dollars  in  opening  the  same. 

Sec.  8.  And  be  itfitrther  enacUdj  That  to  de- 
fray the  exjiense  authorized  hy  this  act  beyond 
the  appropriation  for  the  support  of  Government 
for  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  six, 
there  is  hereby  appropriated  a  sum  not  exceeding 
twenly-eighi  tbonsand  dollars,  payable  out  of  any 
money  in  the  Treasury  not  otherwise  appropria- 


ted.   And  that  the  act  entitled  "An  act  ti 


■emu- 


late and  fix  the  compensation  of  clerks."  which 
passed  on  the  second  day  of  March,  one  thousand 
seven  hundred  and  ninety-nine,  shall,  from  and 
after  the  first  day  of  January  next  be,  and  the 
same  is,  hereby  repealed. 
Approved,  April  31,  1606. 

An  Act  making  a^iropriatioos  for  the  support  of  the 

Navy  of  the  United  States,  dnriiig  the  year  one 

thousand  eight  hundred  and  six. 

Be  it  enacted,  ^c.  That,  for  defraying  the  ex- 
penses of  Ihe  Navy  of  the  United  States  during 
the- year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  six,  the 
following  sums  be,  and  tne  same  are,  hereby  re- 
spectively appropriated,  that  is  to  say : 

For  pay  and  sobsisience  of  the  officers,  and 
pay  of  the  seamen,  two  hundred  and  niuety-oiie 
thousand  one  hundred  and  nineteen  dollars. 

For  provisions,  one  hundred  and  fifty  seven 
thousand  two  hundred  and  Sfty-foor  dollars  and 
thirty-four  cents. 

For  medicine,  inslrnments,  and  hospital  stores, 
seven  thousand  five  boodred  dollars. 

For  repiirs  of  vessels,  store  rent,  pay  of  armor- 
ers, freight,  and  other  contingent  expenses,  four 
hundred  and  eleven  thousand  nine  hundred  and 
fifty  dollan. 

For  pay  and  snbsiatenoe  of  the  maiiue  coipa 


lass 
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including  pro riiioas  for  ihoM  ODibore,aDdrorage 
for  the  staS^  siiiy-aiz  thoUMDd  «Dd  iweniy-eigLt 
ddl«rs  aod  ten  cent*. 

For  elothiDf  for  the  ume,  foarleea  thouaoBd 
thrc«  hundred  and  sixty  doHar*. 

For  military  iiores  for  tbe  sane,  one  thoutand 
OBC  hundred  sad  thirtf-G*e  dollars. 

For  medicine,  medical  serTJces,  hospital  storei, 
and  all  other  expense*  on  account  of  the  tick  be- 
longiog  to  the  marlDe  corps,  one  thouMnd  one 
hmidrMl  and  6Aj  dolUrs. 

For  quarterniMter's  and  barrtekouuter't  alore^ 
offieen'  travelling  expeaeea,  armorer's  and  ear- 
n«Btei>B  ^lis,  fael,  premium  for  enlisting,  musical 
uHtruments,  boaotf  to  music,  and  othw  eontin- 
geot  expeoses,  eight  thousand  one  hundred  aud 
fortr-fiTe  dollars. 

For  the  expense  of  navy  yards,  docks,  and  other 


im(nvTemenls,  the  pav  of  supenoieDdenlii,sl 

keepera,  olerka,  aod  laborers,   ' "■ ■* 

lar*. 


keepers,  olerka,  aod 'laWers,  sixty  (housaad  dol- 
'ar*. 
For  ordnance,  fifty  thousand  doUais. 


ipleting  t^e marine  bBtracka  at  ihecitr 
of  Washington,  taree  ihoosand-  fire  hundred  dot- 
lar*. 

EIbc.  2.  And  be  it  fm-tker  enacted,  That  the 
several  suma  herein  specifically  appropriated  shall 
be  paid  out  of  any  moneys  in  the  Treasury  not 
otherwise  appropriated. 

Approved,  April  21, 1809. 

An  Act  to  proTide  for  the  ■djuatment  of  titles  of  land 
in  the  town  of  Detroit  and  Territory  of  Michigan, 
and  fbi  other  purpose*. 

Be  U  enacte<L*c.,  That  the  Goveroor  and  the 
Judges  of  the  Territory   of  Mjchigao  shall  be, 
and  they,  or  any  three  of  them,  are  hereby  au- 
thorizrd  to  lay  oui  a  town,  includiDgihe  whole  of 
the  old  town  of  Detroit,  and  ten  thousand 
adjacent,  excepting  such  parts  as  the  President  of 
the  United  States  shall  direct  to  be  reserfed  for 
the  use  of  the  military  departmeoL  and  sb 
bear,  examme,  and  finally  adjust  all  claims  tu  1 
therein,  and  give  deeds  for  the  same.    And 
OTCty  person,  or  the  legal  represeotariTe  or  repre- 
MDtatives  of  ierery  penon,  who,  not  owing  or 

Erofessiog  allegiance  to  any  lbrei|;n  Power,  and 
eiog  atore  the  age  of  seventeen  years,  did,  on 
the  eleventh  day  of  Juoe,  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  five,  when  the  old  town  of  Detroit 
was  burnl,  own  or  inhabit  a  house  in  the  same, 
there  shall  be  granted  bv  the  Quveroor  nod  the 
Judges  aforesaid,  or  any  three  oi  ihem,  and  where 
they  shall  jadge  most  proper,  a  lot  not  exceeding 
the  quaniiiy  of  five  thousand  square  feet. 

Sao.  2.  And  be  it  Jurther  enacted,  That  (he 
land  remaioiDg  of  the  said  ten  thousand 
after  saliafyiog  claims  provided  for  by  the  precc^ 
ding  seeiioD,  shall  he  disposed  ot  by  the  Qo 
nor  and  Judges  aforesaid,  at  their  disnretioi 
the  best  advantage,  who  are  hereby  authorized  to 
make  deeds  lo  purchasers  thereof ;  and  the  pro- 
ceeds of  the  land  so  disposed  of  shall  be  applied 
by  the  Governor  and  Judges  aforesaid  towards 
boiMing  a  <oun  hooae  aad  jail  in  the " 


Detroit,  and  the  said  Gevernsr  sod  Judffci  aie 

required  to  make  a  report  to  C<Higresa.  ia  wiitiag, 
of  their  proceedings  under  this  act. 
Approved,  AprirSl,  1806. 

Ad  Act  making  a  ftuther  m«aptiatB>B  towanla  ess- 
Bletiag  the  south  wing  of  the  Csfilol,  at  the  atj  *f 
WsahlngloD. 

Be  U  enacted,  ^,  That  a  sun  not  exeeediof 
forty  thousand  dollars  shall  be,  asd  the  same  is^ 
hereby  appropriated,  to  be  applied  Dodrr  ib«  di- 
rection (H  the  President  of  the  United  St&te^  in- 
wards completing  the  south  wtag  of  the  Capital, 
at  the  city  of  Wa^ington,  which  said  sum  sbaB 
be  paid  out  of  any  money  in  the  Tmmry  sot 
other*  ■  ■  "   ' 


the r wise  appropriated. 
Approved,  April  31, 1306. 


An  Act  to  amend,  in  the  a 

"Act  to  regahte  the  «  " 

snd  tonnsge." 

Be  it  enacted,  fc,  That  so  mnch  of  the  "Act 
to  regulate  the  collectiou  of  duties  on  iiDports  and 
tonnage"  as  requires  the  collector  for  the  district 
of  Great  Egg  Harbor,  in  the  State  of  New  Jer- 
sey, to  reside  at  Somers'  Point,  be,  and  the  same 
hereby  is,  repealed  ;  and  the  said  collector  shall 
reside  at  such  place,  within  said  district  as  may 
be  directed  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the 
town  or  landing  place  of  Darieo,  on  the  Alata- 
maba  river,  in  the  State  of  Georgia,  shall  be  a 

S)rt  of  delivery,  to  be  annexed  to  the  district  of 
rnoswick,  and  shall  be  subject  to  the  same  regu- 
lations and  restrictioas  as  other  ports'of  delivery 
in  the  United  States ;  and  a  surveyor  shall  he  ap- 
pointed to  reside  at  the  said  port  of  delivery,  who 
shall  be  entitled  to  receive  one  hundred  dollars 
annual  salary,  together  with  the  other  emoJn- 
ments  of  office,  «s  fixed  by  existing  laws. 

Sbc.  3.  Andbe  it  further  enacted,  ThatOcta- 
oocke  inlet,  in  North  Carolina,  togetkei  with 
Shell  Castle  and  Beacon  islands,  and  alt  the 
shores,  island*,  shoals,  bays^  and  waters  wiihia 
two  miles  of  ihe  shores  of  said  inlet,  on  each  ade 
thereof,  shall  be  a  district,  to  becalled  thedistriet 
of  Ocracockej  the  President  of  the  Untied  States 
shall  be  authorized  lo  designate  such  place  in  the 
said  district  as  he  ehall  think  proper  to  be  the 
port  of  entry ;  and  a  eolteeior  for  said  distriet 
shall  be  appointed  to  reside  at  such  port  of  entry, 
who,  in  addition  to  his  other  emolnmeM^  shall 
be  eniiiled  lo  receive  the  salary  now  alloBVd  to 
the  surveyor  of  Beacon  island  and  no  other;  and 
shall  also  perform  the  duties  heretofore  eaJMM< 
by  law  on  the  said  surveyor;  but  no  dntiea shall 
be  paid,  or  secured  to  be  paid,  in  the  said  dtstiiet 
of  Ocracocke,  on  eny  articles  intended  for  aay 
other  port  connected  with  the  waters  of  the  said 
inlet  of  Ocracocke,  such  only  excepted  as  my 
becastaway  within  the  said  district.    The  sT 


ir  of  Beacon  island  shall  be 


ery  ship  or  vessel  coming  in  at  Ocracockt  inle^ 
and  inHBdiug  to  nulade  her  earfo,  oraoypait 
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lasa 


iketeol,  at  anjr  port,  other  than  the  diiirict  of 
Ocracoe][e,  eooDecied  with  the  waters  of  the  said 
iolel.asweU  as  the  oiasteri  ot  coaiiaalidera  of 
all  lighters  or  coasting  veesela,  who  shall  [eceive 
goods,  wares,  or  merchaodise  lo  be  Ira d sported  to 
any  such  port,  shall  be  boLud  to  exhibit  their  re- 
ports and  manifests  to  the  said  colleciot,  aod  14 
perform  all  the  other  duties  which,  by  the  eigh- 
teenth »ctioa  of  the  act  entitled  "An  act  to  reg- 
ulate the  collection  of  duties  oo  imports  aad  toa- 
Bage,"  they  are  now  bouad  to  perform,  under : ' 


Approved,  April  21,  II 

An  Act  in  (ddttion  to  sa  act,  entitled  "  An  act  regula- 
ting the  grants  of  lend  and  proTiiiing  for  the  diipossl 
,    of  the  landa  of  the  United  Stele*  south  of  the  Bute 
of  Tenneeeee." 

Be  it  enacted,  ^.,  Thai  wheneTer,  any  person 
wUoikall  have  received  pK-emption  certificates 
from  either  of  the  Boards  of  Commiiieionera,  ap- 
pointed for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  the  rights 
of  per»ioas  to  lands  in  the  Mississippi  Tenitory, 
shall,  by  a  final  judgment  or  decree  of  the  highest 
coart  of  law,  01  equity,  in  which  a  decision  could 
be  had,  within  the  said  Territory,  rendered  in  favot 
of  another  person  claiming  by  virtue  ef  a  British 
patent,  Inse  the  whole  or  part  of  the  tract  of  land 
lo  which  he  was  entitled  by  virtue  of  such  certi- 
ficate, it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  receirer  of  public 
moneys  for  the  district  where  the  land  lies,  to  repay 
to  such  person  or  bis  asiign^  so  much  of  the  pur- 
chase money  as  baa  been  paid  by  bim  for  the  land 
thus  cecoveted.  by  the  holder  of  [be  British  patent. 
In  all  cases  wneie  only  a  part  of  airact  of  land, 
hi  which  any  person  may  be  entitled  by  virtue  of 
a  cetlihcate  granted  by  the  comniiisionets  afore- 
•aid,  is  abio  claimed  by  the  holder  ofa  British  pat- 
ent, a  patent  may  issue  in  favor  of  the  owners  of 
nch  certificate,  for  so, much  of  such  trant  of  land 
as  is  not  claimed  by  virtue  of  such  British  patejit: 
Prondtd,  That  he  shall  in  every  other  lespeci 
,  have  complied  with  the  provisions  of  the  acts  of 
Congress,  regulating  the  grants  of  laitd  in  the  Mis- 
useippi  Territory.  And  the  laode  contained  in 
British  grants,  whicli  have  bean  duly  recorded  in 
conformity  with  the  provisions  of  former  law^ 
and  l«r  which  certificate*  have  not  been  gtantea 
by  commissioners  aforesaid,  shall  not  be  disposed 
of  until  oiherwise  directed  oy  Congress. 

Sao.  2.  AndbeU/urtherenactad,T:h»ip< 
entitled  to  a  right  of  pre-enption  to  lands 
Uitsissippi  Territory,  by  viitue  of  certificates 
graated  by  either  of  the  Boards  of  Commiuionen 
aforesaid,  shall  be  allowed  tilt  the  first  day  of  Jan- 
ttary,  one  thousand  eight  huodred  and  seven,  te 
ntake  the  first  payment  of  the  purebaae  money  of 
Buch  lands:  And  if  any  such  peraoQ  shall  neglect 
to  make  such  first  payment,  on  or  before  the  hrat 
day  of  Jaauary,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
(aveo,  his  tight  of  pre-enpttoo  ahaU  cease  and  be- 
come void. 

Sbo.3.  Andbeiijkrlhermacted,  That 
tbecommissionersappoiDtedtoascertain  the  claims 
to  lands  in  (he  abovementioned  Terrttory,  wast  of 
Pearl  riTcr,  shall  be  aUowwl  at  the  rata  <k  six  dol- 


larf  for  every  day  he  shall  attend,  subseqaent  to 
the  first  day  of  April,  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
'  '  Provided,  That  such  additional  allow- 
not  exceed  five  hundred  dollars,  for  each 
iner;  and  the  agent  appointed  in  behalf 
of  the  United  Slates  for  the  said  Board  shall  be 
allowed  annddiiional  compensation  of  three  htu- 
dred  and  flAy  dollars  for  the  whole  of  his  services. 
And  the  register  and  receiver  of  public  moneys 
in  each  of  the  districts  of  the  above  mentioned 
Territory,  shall,  and  they  are  hereby  authorized, 
in  iheii  districts,  respecuvely,  and  after  the  disso- 
lution of  the  board  of  commissioners  for  their  dU- 


tiict,  tp  regulate  the  tocation  of  any  tract  of  land 
'ying  within  such  district,  for  which  a  ceriificata 
ihall  have  been  granted  by  the  commissionen^ 
whenever  it  shall  appear  that  the  location  speci- 
fied in  such  cenifieaies,  interfere  with  each  other, 
include  the  improvements,  by  virtue  of 
which  such  certificates  were  granted:  Promded, 
That  the  said  register  and  receiver  sball  not  be 
"uthorized  to  allow  any  location  on  land  not  jm- 
iroved  and  settled,  in  the  nanner  provided  by  (he 
ormer  acts  of  Congress,  regulating  the  granta  of 
land  in  the  abovementioned  Territory  ;  nor  to  al- 
low, in  any  ease,  a  greater  quantity  of  land  than 
had  been  allowed  by  the  commissioners. 

Seo.  4.  And  be  it  ftiHher  enacted,  That  whrn- 
ever  it  sball  appear  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  teg- 
'    "    iver  of  the  district  east  of  Pearl  riv- 


ed by  the  eommissioners^  had  been  made  aid  ta- 
ken place,  prior  to  the  30th  day  of  Marsh,  om 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety-eight,  tbef 
shall  be  authorized  to  gniat  to  the  partjr  a  dona- 
tion ceriiBoate,  in  lien  of  such  pr»-emptiOD ;  and 
(be  paient  shall  issue  as  in  other  oases  of  donation* : 
Provided,  Tbatapplication  sbalibemadefMsa^ 
an  exchange,  and  evideitce  produced  of  the  date 
of  sueh  settlement  nod  oceupaney,  oo  ot  befinc 
the  Slst  day  of  Deeamber  aext, 

8bc.  5.  And  be  it  fwiher  enacted,  That  the 
tight  of  the  United  State*  to  all  the  land  Iring  be- 
tween the  front  street  of  the  city  of  NatcDez  and 
the  Mississippi  river,  and  bounded  on  the  north  bjr 
north  fourth  street,  and  the  land  granted  to  atephen 
Minor,  and  on  the  south,  by  the  lands  annexed  to 
ihe  old  fort,  end  those  granted  to  WUtiam  Barlaod^ 
be,  and  the  same  hereby  is,  forever  vested  in  Uie 
corporation  of  said  city,  so  as  not  to  affect  the  le- 
gal or  equitable  claims  of  any  individuals,  or  of 
any  body  politic,  or  eorpomte,  if  any  such  there  be: 
Provided,  That  th^  said  land,  as  above  described, 
be  neither  cultivated  nor  occupied  by  buildings, 
but  that  it  be  planted  with  trees,  and  preserved  a* 
a  common,  for  the  use,  comforl.  and  health  of  the 
inhabitants  of  the  city  aforcsaio,  and  all  other  pet- 
sons  who  may  occasionally  resort  thither. 

Sso.  6.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  when- 
avet  the  section  No.  16,  shall  fall  upon  land  titemif 
gtanted,  by  Titiue  of  any  act  of  Congress,  ot  claim- 
ed by  vitlue  of  a  British  grant,  the  Seerecan  of 
the  Treasury  shall  locate  another  seclioo.  is  liea 
(hereof,  for  the  use  of  school*,  whieh  loeaties 
ihaU  b«  nude  io  the  same  townsUp,  if  tline  ba 
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way  other  racant  aeclfon  thereiD,  and  otherwise, 
in  aD  adjoiDiog  lowDship. 

Sec.  7.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  Rich- 
ard Sparks  be  permitled  to  enter  with  the  register 
of  the  land  office  for  the  district  west  of  Pearl 
mer,  his  claim  to  three  hundred  and  twenty  acret 
of  laud,  lying  within  »id  district;  and  that  Rich- 
ard S.  Bryan,  and  George  Brewer,  senior,  be  per- 
mitted to  enter  with  the  register  of  the  land  office 
for  the  district  east  of  Pearl  river,  their  certificate 
of  a  right  of  pre-emption  for  three  hundred  and 
twenty  acres  of  land,  lying  within  the  district  last 
mentioned:  nod  «ucd  entry  pf  the  claim  of  the 
said  Richard  Bparks  shall  have  the  saoie  effect,  as 
if  it  had  been  made  prior  to  the  Grstday  of  Decem- 
ber, one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  four,  and 
such  entry  of  the  certificate  of  the  said  Richard 
8.  Bryan  and  Geoi^e  Brewer,  senior,  shall  hare 
the  satbe  effect  as  if^it  had  been  made  within  three 
nionlba  from  the  time  it  vas  issued. 

Approred,  April  21, 1806. 

An  Act  (br  fortifying  the  porta  and  harbors  of  the 
United  Statu,  and  far  boilding  gnotKiata. 

Bt  it  enacted,  ^c,  That  a  sum  of  money,  not 
exceeding  one  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars, 
in  addition  to  the  sums  heretofore  appropriated, 
■hall  be.  and  the  same  is  hereby  appropriated,  to 
enable  the  President  of  the  United  States  to  cauee 
the  ports  and  harbors  of  the  United  States  to  be 
better  forlifieil  and  protected. 

Sbo.  2.  And  be  it  further  atactei.  That  a  sum 


:e  appropriated,  shall  be,  and  the  same  is  herebv 
araropriated,  to  enable  the  President  of  the  Urn- 
tea  States  to  cause  to  be  built  aod  completed  a 


number  of  gunboats,  not  ezceedias  fifty!  for  the 
protection  of  the  harbors,  coasts,  and  commerce  of 
the  United  States;  and  the  President  is  hereby 
authorized  to  officer,  man,  and  eauip,  any  part,  or 


not  exceeding  twenty  thousand  dollars  is  hereby 
appropriated,  to  defray  any  expense  which  may 
be  incurred  by  officering,maDning,  and  equipping 
gunboats,  as  aforesaid. 

Sgd.  3.  And  be  U  furiher  enacted  That  the 
President  of  the  United  States  may  direct  any  of 
the  armed  vesselx  of  the  United  States  to  be  sold, 
whenever  he  shall  be  of  opinion  that  the  said  Tea- 
sel is  so  much  out  of  repair,  that  it  will  not  be  for 
the  inlereat  of  the  United  Slates  to  repair  the  same. 

Sec.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the 
■eTeral  sumn  of  money  hereby  appropriated  shall 
be  paid  out  of  any  money  in  the  Treasnrv  of  the 
.United  States,  tiot  otherwise  approprialeu. 

Approved,  April  31, 1806. 

•Ab  Act  for  astaUidiiiig  (iadin9.boaaes  with  the  Indian 
trib«s. 
Be  it  enacted,  fc.,  That  it  shaH  be  lawfbl  for 
the  Presideni  of  the  United  States  to  esiablisb  i 
trading-hooieB  at  ancli  post*  and  places  on  the 
ftoniien,  or  in  the  Indian  eoaittry,  on  either  or  I 


both  sides  of  the  Hisstssippi  river,  at  he  shall 
judge  most  convenient  for  ihe  purpose  of  carry- 
ing on  a  liberal  trade  with  the  several  Indian  na- 
tions, within  the  United  States,  or  their  teni- 


to  appoint  a  superintendent  of  Indian  trade,  whose 
duty  It  shall  be  to  purchase  and  take  charge  of 
all  goods  intended  for  trade  with  the  Indian  na- 
tions aforesaid,  and  to  transmit  the  same  to  atteh 
places  a*  he  s^U  be  directed  by  the  President. 
And  he  shall  take  an  oath  or  affirmation  faith- 
fully to  execute  the  trust  committed  to  him,  and 
that  he  will  not  directly,  or  ipdirecily,  be  con- 
cerned, or  interested  in  any  trade,  commerce^  or 
barter,  but  on  the  public  account ;  and  he  shall 
also  give  bond,  in  the  Mnal  sum  of  twenty  thou- 
sand dollars,  with  sumcieni  security,  to  be  ap- 
Erored  of  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  of  the 
Inited  States,  truly  and  honestly  to  account  for 
all  the  money,  goods,  and  other  property,  what- 
ever, which  shall  come  into  his  hands,  or  for 
which  in  good  faith  he  ought  so  to  account,  and 
to  perform  all  the  duties  required  of  him  by  thb 
act;  and  his  accounts  shall  be  made  np  qnaner 
yearly,  and  transmitted  to  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  itJitrOter  enacted,   That  the 
superintendent  of  Indian  trade  shall  receive  an  an- 
nual salary  of  two  thousand  dollars,  payable  quar- 
ter yearly,  at  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States. 
Seo.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the 
President  of  the  United  States  shall  be  author- 
ized to  appoint  an  agent  for  each  trading-house 
established  under  the  provisions  of  this  act ;  and 
every  such  agent  shall  gire  bond  with  sufficient 
security  in  such  sum  as  the  President  shall  direct, 
truly  and  honestly  to  account  for  all  the  money. 
>ods,  and  other  property.  Thaiever,  which  shall 
ime  into  his  hands,  and  for  which  be  ought  so 
'  account,  and  to  penbrm  all  the  duties  required 
'bim  by  this  SCI. 

Sec.  6.  And  be  U  further  enacted,  Thai  it  shall 
he  the  duty  of  each  of  tbe  said  agents  to  receive, 
from  the  superintendent  of  Indian  trade,  and  dis- 
pose of,  in  trade  with  the  Indian  nations  aforeeaid, 
such  goods  as  may  be  transmitted  to  him  by  the 
said  superintendent,  to  be  received  and  disposed 
of  as  aforesaid,  according  to  the  rules  and  orders 
which  the  President  of  the  United  States  shall 
prescribe;  and  every  such  agent  shall  take  an  oath 
~-  affirmation,  faithfully  to  execute  the  trust  eom- 
itted  to  him ;  and  that  be  will  not^  directly  or 
indirectly,  be  concerned  or  interested  in  any  trade, 
commerce  oi  barter,  but  on  the  public  accoimt, 
~  id  be  shall  render  an  account  quarter  yearly  to 
e  superintendent  of  Indian  trade,  of  all  money, 
(fttods,  and  other  property  whatsoever,  whiek 
shall  be  transmitted  to  nioi,  or  which  shall  come 
into  bis  hands,  or  for  which,  in  good  (kith,  be 
ought  to  accouDt;  and  he  shall  transmit  dupli- 
cates of  his  accounts  to  the  Secretary  of  ibe 
Treasury  of  the  United  States. 

Seo.  6.  And  be  it  fwHur  enacted,  That  tbe 
snperin  ten  dent  o[  Indian  trade,  the  agents,  tkcii 
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cleiks,  or  otber  porsoni  emptofed  by  them,  shkR 
nol  be,  diiectl^  at  iDdirecity,  eODoeraetl  is  exporl- 
ing  to  a  foreixn  conDtry  unj  peluies  or  furs,  be- 
loDgiog  [0  the  Uaited  States,  or  ioteretted  in  curv- 
ing OD  Ihe  buiioees  of  trade  or  commetce,  ob  thnr 
own,  or  iMj  otber  ihaa  the  public  accoaot,  or  take 
or  apply  to  his  or  their  own  use,  aoy  emalameDt 
«r  gain  for  Degotiatiiig  or  traoraciiDg  aoy  bosinesi 
or  trade,  during  bis  or  their  appointmeot,  agency 
or  employnteOL  other  than  provided  by  this  aot, 
or  ezcepliog  for,  or  on  accouut  of  the  Uflited 
States.  And  if  any  foch.  person  afaall  ofiead 
againat  anr  of  the  prohibitioni  aforeaaid,  he  shall 
be  deemed  guilty  of  a  misdemeanor,  and  shiilL 
opon  oonTiction  thereof,  forfeit  to  the  United 
States  a  sum  not  exceeding  one  thousand  doUars, 
and  shall  be  removed  from  such  ofSee,  agency,  or 
employment,  and  forever  thereafter  be  incapable 
of  holdiag  aoy  office  under  the  United  Stales: 
Provided,  That  if  any  pers<Hi,  other  than  a  pub- 
lic proaecDtor,  shall  give  information  of  aoy  Mich 
offence,  upon  which  a  prosecutloa  and  conviction 
shall  be  had,  ooe  half  of  the  aforesaid  penalty, 
when  received,  shall  be  for  the  use  of  the  person 
fivingsuchinformatioa:  Jn(jprovitJ«da^o,  That 
if  such  misdemeanor  be  committed  by  the  snper- 
iatendeni  «f  Indian  trade,  or  by  any  agent,  it  sbaLl 
be  deemed  a  breach  of  the  condition  of  his  bond, 
and  the  penally  thereof  majr  be  recovered  in  any 
court  having  eompeieot  jurisdiction  of  the  same. 

8ho.  7.  And  be  it  fmnher  enacted,  That  the 
prices  of  goods  supplied  to,  and  to  be  paid  for,  by 
the  Indians,  shall' be  t^ulated  in  each  manner, 
that  ihe  capital  slock,  fiirnished  by  the  United 
States,  shall  not  be  diminished. 

8bc.  8.  And  W    '     ~ 

the  continuance 

three  thousand  dollars  be,  and  the  tame  is  hereby, 
appropriated  for  the  payment  of  the  salary  of  tbe 
superintendent  of  Indian  trade  and  his  clerks,  to 
be  paid  out  of  any  money  in  the  Treasury  of  the 
United  States,  not  otherwise  appropriated. 

Sbc.9.  And  be  it fitrther  enacted,  That,  during 
tbe  c<»itinuance  of  this  act,  ijie  President  t^the 
United  States  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  authorized  lo 
draw  annnally,  froni  th»Treasurv  of  the  United 
States,  a  sum  not  exceeding  ten  thousand  dollars, 
to  be  applied  under  his  direction  to  the  payment 
of  the  agents  and  clerks;  which  agents  shall  be 
allowed  to  draw  out  of  the  public  supplies  two 
lations  each,  and  each  clerk  one  ration  per  day. 

Sec.  10.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the 
sum  of  two  hundred  and  sixty  thousand  dollars, 
including  the  sums  heretofore  appropriated,  and 
applied  to  the  tike  purpose,  aod  eiciusive  of  the 
superiaiendeat  of  Indian  trade,  and  of  the  albw- 
anees  to  agents  and  clerks,  be,  and  the  same  is 
hereby  appropriated,  for  the  purpose  of  carrying 
on  trade  and  interconrse  with  tbe  Indian  nations, 
in  tbe  manner  aforesaid,  to  be  paid  oat  of.  any 
moneys  in  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States,  not 
otherwise  appropriated. 

Seo.  11.  And  be  U  further  enacted,  That  if  any 
acent  or  agents,  their  clerks,  or  other  parson  em- 
ployed by  them,  shall  purchase  or  receive  from 
any  Indian  in  the  way  of  trade  or  tarter,  any  gnu, 


or  other  article  commonly  used  in  hunting;  any 
instrument  of  husbandry  or  cooking  utensil,  of  the 
kind  us oally  obtained  by  Indians  in  their  inter* 
course  with  while  poople,  or  any  article  of  cloth- 
ing, excepting  skins  or  furt^  he  or  ihey  shall  re- 
spectively forfeit  the  sum  of  one  hundred  dollar* 
for  each  oSence,  to  be  recovered  by  action  of  debt, 
in  the  name  and  to  the  use  of  the  United  Sutes, 
in  any  court  having  Jurisdiction  io  like  cases: 
Provided,  That  no  suit  shall  be  commenced  ex- 
cept in  the  State  or  Territory  within  which  the 
caose  of  action  shall  have  arisen,  or  iu  which  the 
defendant  may  reside.  And  it  shall  be  the  duty 
of  the  superintendent  of  Indian  trade,  or  of  tbe 
superintendents  of  Indian  affairs,  and  their  depn* 
npeciively,  to  whom  information  of  erery 

n,  to  collect  Ihe  requisiie 

1  prosecute  the  onendet 
wiiODUi  oeiay. 

Seo.  12.  And  be  U  Jurlher  enacted,  That  it 
shall  be  the  dntr  of  the  said  superintendent  of 
Indiaa  trade,  under  the  direction  of  tbe  President 
of  the  United  States,  to  cause  the  said  furs  and 
peltry  to  be  sold  at  public  aoction.  public  notice 
whereof  shall  be  given  three  weeks  previous  to 
such  sale,  io  different  parts  of  the  United  Stales, 
making  an  equal  distribution  of  the  sam^  in  pro- 

Krtion  to  the  demand  of  the  market,  and  as  maf 
deemed  most  ad  vantageous  to  the  United  States, 
and  upon  such  terms  and  conditions  as  shall  be 
described  b?  the' Secretary  of  War:  Provided, 
That  there  snail  not  be  less  than  six  annual  pub- 
lic sales,  of  the  said  furs  and  peltry,  and  that  the 
superintendent  of  the  Indian  trade  shall  not  hold 
more  than  two  stich  sales  in  aoy  State,  during 
any  one  year. 

Seo,  13.  And  be  itfiaiher  enacted,  That  ibis 
act  shall  be  in  force  for  aod  during  Ihe  term  of 
three  years,  and  no  longer. 

Approved,  April  21, 180S. 


Be  it  enacted,  fc.,  That,  if  tutf  person  shall 
falsely  make,  forge,  or  counterfeit,  or  cause  or  pro- 
cure to  be  falsely  made,  forged,  or  counterfeited, 
or  willingly  aid  or  assist  iu  falsely  making,  forg- 
ing, or  couoterfeiting,  any  gold  or  silver  coins, 
which  have  been,  or  which  hereafter  shall  be, 
coined  at  the  Mint  of  tbe  United  Stales,  or  who 
shall  falsely  make,  forge,  or  counterfeit,  or  cause 
or  procure  to  be  falselv  made,  forged,  or  counter' 
feited,  or  willingly  aia  or  assist  in  falsely  making, 
forging,  or  counterfeiting  any  foreign  gold  or  silvn 
coins,  which,  by  law  now  are  or  hereafter  shall 
be  made  current,  or  be  in  actual  use  and  circn- 
laiion  as  money  within  ihe  United  States ;  or 
who  shall  niter,  as  true,  any  false,  forged,  or  conn- 
terfetted  coins  of  gold  or  silver,  as  aforesaid,  for 
the  payment  of  money,  with  intention  to  defrand 
any  person  or  persons,  knowing  the  same  to  be 
falsely  made,  forged,  or  couuterfeited ;  anjr  such 
person,  so  offending,  shall  be  deemed  and  adjudged 
guilty  of  felony,  and  being  thereof  convicted,  ae- 
ooiding  to  the  due  (otm  of  law,  shall  be  aentenoed 
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to  imprisonnieai,  aod  kept  at  -bard  labtir,  for  a  pe- 
riod not  less  tban  three  jrears,  nor  more  than  len 
yearsj  or'shall  b«  imprisoned  not  ezeeedineflve 
yearSgHndfinednoteiceedlngfiTethousaodd^lBn. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  JurCher  enacted.  Thai  if  any 
person  shall  import  or  bring  from  any  foreign 
place  into  the  United  States,  any  false,  forged,  or 
connterfeit  goid  or  silver  coioa,  which  are  by  law 
made  current,  or  are  in  actaal  tne  and  circalation, 
as  money,  within  the  United  Slates^  with  the  in- 
tent to  ntter.  or  make  payment  with  the  same, 
knowine  the  same  lo  be  falself  made,  forged,  or 
eonoierfeited ;  or  who  shall  utter,  as  trne,  any 
snch  false,  foived,  or  counterfeited,  coins  of  gold 
or  silver,  as  aioresaid,  for  the  payment  of  money, 
with  intention  to  defraud  any  person  or  persons, 
knowing  the  same  to  be  falsely  made,  forged,  or 
counteneiied,  the  person  so  oSending;  shall  be 
deemed  guilty  of  felony,  and  being  thereof  con- 
victed, according  to  dtic  course  of  law,  shall  be 
sentenced  to  imprisonment,  and  kept  at  hard  la- 
bor, for  a  period  not  less  than  I  wo  years,  nor  more 
than  eight  years;  or  shall  be  imprisoned  not  ei- 
ceeding  two  years,  and  fined  not  exceeding  four 
thousand  dollars. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  U  farther  enacted,  That  if  any 
petaon  shall  fraudufently,  and  for  ^tn's  sake,  bf 
any  art,  way,  or  meant  whatsoever,  impair,  dimin- 
ish, falsify,  scale,  or  lighten  the  ffold  or  silver 
coins,  irtiich  have  been,  or  which  shall  hereafter 
be  coined  at  the  Mint  of  the  United  States;  or 
any  foreign,  gold  or  silver  coins,  which  are  by 
law  made  current,  or  are  in  actual  use  and  circtr- 
lation  as  money  within  the  United  States,  every 
MTEon  M  oSeadlng  shall  be  deemed  guilt;  of  a 
ligh  misdemeanor,  and  shall  he  imprisoned  not 
exceeding  two  years,  and  fined  not  exceeding  two 
thousand  dollars. 

&^c.  i.  And  be  it  Jkr^T  enacted,  TbatDothing 
in  this  act  contained,  shall  be  construed  to  de- 

Srive  the  courts  of  the  individual  Stares  of  juris- 
iciion,  under  the  Inw^  of  the  several  States,  over 
o&tnces  made  pnnishable  by  this  act. 
Approved,  April  21, 1806. 

An  Act  torepBalio  mudi  of  any  act  or  acta  as  authftr- 

fies  die  racaipt  of  evidenoas  of  the  Pntriic  Drtrt,  in 

payznlsDt  fin  the  lands  of  the  Unitnl  Btataa,  Mtd  for 

other  pnlpoan,  relative  lo  the  Pnbbo  Debt. 

Be  it  enacted,  f  c.  That  so  maeh  of  any  act  or 

acts  as  authorize  the  receipt  of  evidences  of  the 

pnhlic  debt,  in  payment  lot  tne  lands  of  the  United 

States,  shall,  from  and  after  the  thirtieth  day  of 

April,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  six,  he  re- 

Eaied  :  Prmided,  That  the  right  of  all  who  may 
,ve  purchased  pnbUc  lands  pteviouH  to  the  pas- 
■age  of  this  ael,  to  pay  for  the  same  in  Bloek,  shall 
in  nowise  be  afffcted  or  Impaired :  And  provided, 
further,  That  thete  shall  be  allowed  on  every 
payment  made  in  money,  at  or  before  the  same 
^all  fall  due,  for  land*  purchased  before  the  thir- 
tieth day  of  April,  one  thoQSBDd  eight  hundred 
and  six,  m  addition  In  the  disconnis  now  allowed 
by  law,  a  dednetitM  eqaal  to  the  diflerence  at  the 
timeof  such  payment,  between  the  market  price 
of  all  per  cent,  atoek  and  the  nomixMl  value  of ' 


unredeemed  amount,  which  market  price  ^wll, 
frvm  lime  to  time,  be  stated  by  the  Secretary  <rftba 
Treasury  to  the  officers  of  the  several  land  oCcca 
8dc.  £.  And  be  it  further  emtcted,  Tb»t  tbt 
ommiMioneTs  of  the  Sinkias  Fund  sball  bM  he 
authorized  to  purehase  any  of  the  several  apeeies 
of  the  public  debt,  at  a  higher  prie«  thsD  kt  tkt 
rates  following,  that  is  to  say :  thejr  ahall  n«t  p«y 
more  for  three  per  oent.  stoek  than  aixty  per  ccat. 
of  its  nominal  vaiae;  nor  for  any  other  specie*  ef 
the  public  debt  more  than  the  nominal  tkIim  «f 
its  nnredeemed  amount,  the  eight  per  cent,  aioek 
only  excepted  ;  for  which  they  afaail  be  ■mhor- 
ixed,  in  addition  thereto,  to  give,  at  the  rate  oroec 
half  of  one  per  cent,  on  the.taid  naninsl  vslee, 
ach  qnaTterlydivid«id  which  maybe  paya- 
ble on  such  porchased  stock,  from  the  lime  cf 
such  purchase  to  the  first  day  of  Janiwry,  oae 
thoDsand  eight  httndred  and  nine. 
Sbd.  3.  Andheitfvrtherenaeted,  Thsiao  mnch 
'  any  act  as  directs  that  purchases  of  tbe  paUie 
debt,  Cf  the  Gommiesioners  of  the  Sinknig  Fund, 
shall  be  made  within  the  tbitly  days  next  enrnrar 
after  «ach  day  On  which  a  quarterly  payment  of 
intereal  on  the  debt  of  the  United  States  shaH  be- 
come due,  and  also  so  much  of  any  act  as  diraos 
that  tbe  said  pure hasea  shall  be  made  by  open  por- 
ehase  or  by  Maled  proposals;,  be,  and  the  same 
hereby  is,  repealed.  And  the  said  CooHniaaionMa 
are  hereby  authorized  to  make  sncb  parehaaea^ 
under  the  vestrietioas  laid  bf  the  preoedieg  ace- 
tioD,inaiich  manner,  and  at  snob  times  and  placet 
as  they  shall  deem  most  eligible;  and  for  that  por- 
pose  to  appoint  a  known  agent  or  Bfents,  to  wnoa 
they  may  allow acommission, not  exceeding  ona- 
fonrlh  at  one  per  cent,  on  the  respective  purcbascs 
of  aacfa  a^eiilt.-^Approved,  April  18, 1800. 

Ad  Act  lor  erecting  certain  Nght-hoaaes  in  tbe  Stat*  of 

MsMacbantta ;  for  bQilding  a  beaenii,  or  pier,  al 

Bridgeport  in  the  State  «fConiteelicnt;  aitdfirfiiiBs 

bnoys  fai  Ptulko  Sound,  in  tta  Blale  of  Noifli 

Camliaa. 

Be  it  enacted,  fc..  That  the  Secretary  at  the 
Treasury  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  authorized  and  di- 
rected to  cause  to  be  erected  the  following  ligbt- 
houaes  In  the  Slate  of  Massaebosetls ; 

One  on  FVanklin  island,  at  the  month  of  St 
Qeorge's  river,  in  the  district  of  Maine. 

One  on  West  Fassamaquoddy  head,  at  the  ee- 
Iranee  into  the  bay  and  harbor  of  Passsmaqaoddy, 
in  the  district  of  Maine. 

And  a  doable  light-house  at  or  near  Chatham 
harbor,  on  the  hack  of  Cape  Cod. 

Provided  sufficient  land  for  the  accnmmodstioa 
of  tbe  said  light-houses  can  be  obtained  at  resicm- 
able  prices,  and  the  Legislature  of  Massachusen* 
shall  cede  the  juriEdiction  over  the  same  to  tbe 
United  Srates,  And  tbe  Becretary  of  the  Trea- 
sury is  hereby  authorized  to  agree  tor  the  salaries 
or  wages,  of  the  persons  who  may  be  appointed  by 
the  President  for  the  superintendence  and  care  tt 
said  light  booses,  and  otherwise  to  provide  forito 
tame,  at  tbe  expense  of  the  United  Slates. 

8bo.  2.  And  be  it furOier  enacted,  That  theSte- 
retary  of  the  Treasary  be,  and  be  u  heretrr,ie- 
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qnirsd  to  cauw  a  beacuD,  or  pier,  to  be  trtcwi 

the  mouiliaf  the  harbor  of  Bridgeport  in  ibe  Slate 
ofConDeclicat;  »nA  to  cause  buoys  to  be  Gied  on 
Bluff  Shoal,  Royal  Shoal,  North  weM  Straddle,  and 
Southweit  Straddle,  io  the  waters  of  Painlico 
Sound,  in  the  State  of  North  Carolina. 

Sec.  a  And  be  it  further  euaeted,  That  there 
be  appropriated,  foi  defray  ise  the  expense  of  erect- 
ing epch  of  the  aforeeaid  light-houses,  the  sum  of 
five  tboucand  dollar*;  for  ihe  expense  of  erectitir 
the  »udbe»coD,  or  pier,  the  sum  of  one  thousand 
dolWs;  aad  for  the  expense  of  fiiisg  the  said 
buoySjOoelbousand  dollars,  tobe paid, respectively, 
otit  91  any  tDOuev  in  the  Treasury,  not  otherwise 
k^pcopriated.— [Appro Ted,  April  21,  1S06. 


h.a  Act  aap^emeiitarr  to 
erteiid  jarwdtctton  in  ce. 


then 


« the  Territorial 

Be  it  enacted,  fc,  That  the  pro*isioiM  of  the 
mat,  entitled  "An  act  for  proHdia^  oompeitBttiaD 
for  the  niarsbals,  clerks,  attorDies,jiiror«, and  wit- 
vesMi,  in  the  cmrt*  of  the  United  States,  and  to 
npeaJ  aertain  parts  of  the  acts  thereio  mentioned, 
Kod  for  other  porposei,"  passed  February  the 
lirqnty -eighth,  one  thousand  seren  hundred  and 
BUwty-aine,  be,  and  the  same  hereby  are,  exieaded 
Io  the  Territories  of  the  Uniied  Statea,  so  far  as  the 
■aid  act  may  relate  to  tbs  proiisions  of  the  act, 
eatitled  "An  act  to  extend  jurisdiction  in  aertain 


0  (he  Ter 


orialc. 


third,  one  thojisand  eii, 
Mpting  that  the  clerks 


and  five,  ex- 
,      ^  the  said   Territorial 

coarts  shall  not  receiie  the  additional  five  dollars 
Mr  (lay,  allowed  to  the  aleikt  t^f  the  cirouit  and 
district  courts  by  the  third  section  of  the  act  fiiat 
above  mentioned.— [Approved,  April  18, 1306. 

oefiect 

Be  it  enacted,  ^c,  That,  for  the  purpose  of  car- 
rying into  effect  a  treaty  between  the  United 
SlBteBandtbe  Delawares,Potawatainies,Miamies, 
Eel  river  and  Weas,  holden  at  Qrou^eland,  near 
Vincennes,  on  the  twenty-first  day  of  August,  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  five,  the  sunt  of  one 
thonsaod  six  hondted  dollars  is  hereby  appropri- 
ated, to  be  paid  to  the  said  tribes,  annually.as fol- 
lows :  to  tb«  Miamies,  six  hundred  dollars ;  to  the 
Bel  river  tribe,  two  hundred  and  fifty  dollars;  to 
the  Weaa,  two  hundred  and  fifty  dollars;  which 
•everal  annuities  shall  be  permanent:  and  to  the 
Potawatamies,  annually,  for  the  term  of  ten  years, 
and  no  longer,  the  sum  of  five  hundred  dollars,  in 
addition  to  former  annuities. 

Bfeo.  e.  And  he  it  further  enaded,  That,  for  the 
purpose  of  carrying  into  effect  a  treaty  between 
the  United  Slates  and  the  Wyandot,  Ottawa, 
Monseeaod  Delaware,  Shawaoee.  and  Poiawa- 
tami  nations,  holden  at  Fort  Industry,  on  the  fourth 
day  of  Jnly,one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  five, 
the  annual  sum  of  eight  hundred  and  twenty-five 
dollars  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby,  apmropnated. 

8iC.  3.  And  ht  UfmHier  enacted.  That,  for  the 
porposeof  carrying  in  to  effect  two  treaties  between 
the  United  States  and  the  Cherokee  Indiana,  hold- 


en at  TeUieo,  oo  (b«  twenty-fiflh  and  twenty- 
seventh  days  of  October,  one  thousand  eight  hun- 
dred and  five,a  sum  of  fifteen  thousand  siiliundred 
dollars,  and  the  fbrther  annual  sum  of  three  thou- 
sand dollars  be,  and  the  same  ia  hereby,  appro- 

Sec.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That,  for  the 
purpose  of  carrying  into  efiect  a  convention  be- 
tween the  United  Slates  and  the  Creek  nation  of 
Indians,  concluded  at  the  city  of  WashingtoD,  on 
the  fourteenth  day  of  November,  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  five,  e  sum  of  twelve  thousand 
dollars,  anDoaUv,  for  eight  years,  and  the  sum  oT 
eleven  thousano  dollars,  annually,  for  the  term  of 
ten  years,  next  thereafter  succeeding,  be,  and  the 
same  are  hereby  appropriated. 

Sbo.  5.  And  be  tt  further  enacted.  That  the 
■everal  sums  appropriated  by  this  act,  shall  be  paid 
out  of  any  money  m  the  Treasury,  not  otherwiae 
appropriated. — [Approved,  April  SI,  1806. 

An  Act  making  appropriatioDa  far  tha  rapport  of  the 

MilitaiT  BaiabliabmaQt  of  Ihe  Unttad  Sutea,  fin  the 

year  one  IhouianJ  eight  hnndrad  and  six. 

Be  it  tnuicted,  fc.  That  for  defraying  the  ex- 
pense of  the  Military  Establishment  of^ the  Uni- 
ted States,  for  the  year  one  thonsand  eight  han- 
dled and  six;  for  the  Indian  Department,  and  foi 
the  expense  of  for tifi cations,  arsenals,  manzinee, 
and  armories,  the  following  sums  be,  and  tne  ume 
herebyare  respectively  appropriated;  that ia  to  aay: 

For  the  pay  of  the  Army  of  the  United  Sutea. 
three  hundred  and  two  thouaod,  five  hundred  and 
fifty-six  dollars: 

For  forage,  four  thousand  six  hundred  and  eight 
dollars : 

For  the  subsialenee  of  the  army  and  corpa  of 
engineers,  two  hundred  and  twenty-four  thousand 
nine  hundred  and  ninetv-four  dollars,  five  cants : 

For  clothing,  eighty-€ve  thounnd  dollars: 

For  bounties  and  premiums,  fifteen  thoaaand 
dollars: 

For  themedioal  and  hospilatdepaitmeB  la,  twelve 
thousand  dollars : 

For  camp  equipage,  fnel.  tools,  and  traniportft- 
llpn,  eighty-five  thousand  nollara: 

For  toritfications,  arsenals,  nagaainea  and  ar- 
mories, two  hundred  and  eighteen  thoaaand  five 
hundred  and  forty  two  dollars,  five  cents : 

For  pgichasiog  maps,  plans,  books,  and  instm- 
ments,  one  thousand  five  hundred  dollars: 

For  the  contingent  expenses  of  the  War  Depart- 
ment, eighteen  thousnna  dollar*; 

For  the  pay  and  sobsistence  of  the  coromandr 
ants  in  Louulana,  six  thousand  and  sixty-six  dol- 
lai^  sixty-seven  cents: 

For  the  Indian  Department,  nineiy-aix  thoa- 
aand six  hundred  dollars. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  macted,  That  the 
several  appropriations  hereinbefore  made;,  shall 
be  paid  and  discharged,  first,  out  of  any  baUoce 
remaining  unexpended  of  fbrmer  appro priattona 
for  the  support  of  the  Military  S*iablisbment ; 
and,  secondly,  out  of  any  moneys  in  the  Treasury 
not  otherwise  af^ropriaied. 

Approved,  April  18, 1806. 
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An  Act  liiitiMT  to  altar  uidaUbliih  eeitun  post  roadi ; 
.  uid  for  othar  porpoaet. 
Be  it  enacted,  fc,  Thai  ihe  rollowing  jwst 
roads  sball  bediseontiDUed;  From  Dixon's  Spriog 
to  LebanoD,  in  Teanessee;  and  from  Ralejgb.by 
H&vwood,|Chii(haniCourl-hau9e,andCba[>elHiIl 
to  Hillsborough,  ia  North  Carolina. 

2.  Sbc.  And  be  it  fiiriheretuu^ed,  Thai  (he  fol- 
lowing po(t  roads  b«  eitablished : 

In  Maasachmett»~P rom  Oranville,  through 
fiuidisfirld  and  New  Marlborough,  toStockbridgc; 
«nd  from  Rocbestei,  bj  Middlebotoagb,  East  Meet- 
ing Houae,  to  Eaat  Dridgewaler ;  from  Bro(^G«ld, 
«hroagh  B[im6etd,  is  Maasachuseiu,  to  Siafford 
Springs,  and  thence  to  Tolland,  in  Couneoiicut. 

Jh  Ihe  Dietrict  oj  Maine— Wiom  Brewer'i  lo 
Plantation  number  fire.  From  Vaaaalbarau^, 
throDgh  Fairfax,  Unity,  Collegelown,  lo  Hamdeo. 
From  Bug kfield,  through  Hartford,  to  Livermore ; 
and  from  New  Milford,  through  Ballstoo,  Pater- 
mo,  and  Daristown,  to  Belfaat. 

A  Vermont — From  Royalton,  through  Tan- 
bridge,  Chelsea,  and  Verahire,  to  Corinth. 

In  Omnecticut—TPtom  Pomfret.  through  Qlou- 
cester,  lo  Providence,  in  Rbode  Island. 

bi  rtfew  Forft— From  the  town  of  Cherry  Valley, 
through  SpuoeGeld,  Richfield,  and  Bridgewater, 
to  SangeiBfield  i  and  from  HarritbuK.  through 
WilliamatowD,  Ogdeosburg,  Polsdam,  Chautagay, 
to  Platlaborg.  From  Rome,  through  Redbeld, 
Adanu,  by  Smith's  Mills  lo  Saoket  Harbor,  asp 
from  thence  lo  Chemangh.  From  Bath,  through 
Canialioiown,  Danrille,  and  WiUiamsbarg  to 
Hartford;  and  from  Onandago  to  the  village  of 
Oswego  in  Lysander ;  and  a  crosi  post  from  West 
Hampton,  to  River  ilead.  From  New  LebaDoo, 
in  the  Scale  of  New  Yisk,  by  Hancock,  Richmond, 
Lcdhoz,  Lee,  Becket,  Loudoo,  and  Saodiafield,  in 
Masaaehtuelta,  to  New  Hartford  io  Connecticut. 
At  Nea  Jerwy — From  Belvidere  to  Slroads- 
bu^,  in  Pennsylvania. 

&  PeBOM^hxatia — From  B«tUd,  thiongh  Salis- 
bury, to  Cumberland.  From  Oreensburgh  to  Kit- 
tanning  ;  from  Tuckhaonoek,  to  Chenango  Point 
in  New  York )  and  irom.  Qreensburg,  through 
Mount  Pleasant,  Robbslown,  and  Willianuport,  to 
Washington ;  and  from  Washington,  through  Al- 
eiandria,  to  Wheeling.  From  Oettysburg,  through 
MillerstowD,  Nioholson's  Oap,  and  Wayseabaqf, 
to  Green  Castle. 

InlMawaTt — From  (he  vitla^  of  Christiana, 
thiough  Newark,  to  Stralsburg  m  Peunsylvania ; 
and  from  Qeorgetown,  through  Concord,  to  Lanrel. 
In  Jlfory^nd— The  poat  road  from  Vienna,  in 
Dorchester  county,  to  Snow  Hill,  in  Worduaier 
coanly,  and  thance  returning  to  Vienna,  may,  in 
the  discretion  of  the  Postmaster  Oeneral,  be  so 
altered  as  to  pass  over  Wicomico  Lower  Ferry 
and  Qjiantico  Mills:  Prwided.  No  additioBal 
expense  in  transporting  the  mail  aiiall  be  incurred 
thereby. 

In  ViTfima— From  Lyncbburgh  to  Lexington. 
From  Waterford  lo  8niket*B  Gap,  by  |he  stores 
of  Robert  Braden  and  Jeasa  Janay,  and  from 
thence  lo  Upperville,  and  to  return  by  btael 


Jenny's  Mill.  From  Wyihe  Conrt-^otwe:  by 
Tazewell  Court-hoose,  Russel  Coart-boase,  Lee 
Conn-house,  to  Robinson's  Mills.  Aod  froa 
isoo  Court-faouse  lo  StannardsviUe.  The  po« 
road  from  Maacbester  to  Colesville,  shall  pa>i,  by 
Chesterfield  Court-house  and  Spring  Hill. 

In  North  Carolina— Ftora  Averysborougt  fay 
Haywood,  Chatham  Coort-bouae,  to  ero«s  Haw 
river  near  Jones's  Ferry,  (o  Hillf  borough.  From 
Raleigh,  by  Chapel  Hill,  to  Hillsborough.  Frooi 
Wilmington,  through  Conw»yborongh,  toOeoce- 
lown.  in  South  Carolina;  and  from  Wilnborougk 
(0  Ashe  Court-house. 

In  South  CartiHna — From  Portsferry,  to  Coa- 
wayboroagh ;  and  from  PortsTerry,  hy  BCarka 
Court-house,  to  Thomae  Harley"*. 

In  Aorvia— From  Washington  to  Peienfamf, 
and  from  Athens  to  Enoxrilte  in  TeoDeaaee. 

In  Ohio — From  Cincinnati,  by  North  Bend,  [a 
Lawrencebtirgh  in  the  Indiana  Territorr.  Frni 
Austinhurg  to  Erie,  in  Pennsylvania,  and  froH 
Frenklinton  to  Worthlngton. 

In  Kentucky— Fiom  New  Castle,  or  Henry 
Coart-house,  by  OaJlatin  Court-howe  and  Booae 
Court-house,  to  Lanrenceburgh,  in  the  Indiaaa 
Territory  ;  and  the  post  road  from  Henderson  ta 
Eddyville  shall  pass  by  Livingston  Coort-hoiue. 

In  7%Rn«Mre— From  Mount  Granger  to  Gar- 
(hage,  (hence,  by  Cavenaneh,  to  Lebanon.  Pmn 
Nashville  lo  Charlotte.  From  Burrille  by  Wal- 
Cove,  (bence  aloog  the  turnpike  road,W ^ny 
of  Chitwood's,  to  Pulaski  in  Kentucky  ;  and  from 
Palmyra  to  Stuari  Coutl-hosse,  and  thcaee  to 
Eddyville. 

Ai  OHeang  TVrritorjr— From  Rainde  Setde- 
ment  to  Opelonsas. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacttd,  That  a  ram 
not  exceeding  two  hundred  and  fiftr  dollar*,  be, 
and  the  same  is  hereby  appronriated,  out  of  any 
moneys  in  the  Treasury  not  otberwite  approatia- 
ted,  to  enable  the  Postmaster  Oeneial  to  defVay 
the  expenses  which  already  are,  or  hereafter  may 
be,  incurred  in  providing  for  the  accomtaodatira 
of  Joseph  H.  Webb,  who,  in  Aogmt  last,  was 
wounded  by-jome  person  unknown,  whibt  he  was 
employed  in  carrying  the  mail  of  the  Dnited 
States,  and  who  is  now  undet  the  care  of  the  com- 
mandant at  Fort  Stoddert. 

Sec.  4.  And  be  it  fitrther  enacted.  That  this 
act  shall  not  be  so  construed  as  to  affect  any  ex- 
isting contract  for  carrying  the  mail. 

Approved,  April  31, 1806. 


Reaobxd,  by  the  SenaU  and  Bourn  of  Bepn- 
eentativet  i^  the  Vhited  State*  of  Avtaica,  ta 
Ckmgrete  a»$embled,  That  the  President  of  the 
United  States  be  legueeted  to  cause  to  be  aiait 
known  to  Nicholas  C.  Nisaen,  esquire.  His  Daa- 
ish  Majesty's  Consul  residing  at  Tripui.  the  higk 
sense  entertained  by  Congress,  of  his  dmntneaifj 
and  benevolent  aiientions,  manifested  to  Capiaia 
Bainbridge,  his  officers,  and  crew,  during  Ihetiae 
of  their  captivity  in  Tripoli. 

Approved,  ApiU  10, 1606. 
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TO  THE  PROCEEDINGS  AND  DEBATES  OF  THE  FIRST  SESSION  OF 
THE  NINTH  CONGRESS.  , 


A.  Pige. 

Aduj,  Mr^iipeech  of,  on  Brituh  iggrMdoiu      -     106 
Adami,  Hi.,  objactioiu  o(  to  the  piapMition  to 
■Dipend  commetcial  intercoone  willk  St 
Domingo        -.-...      S9 
■peech  of,  od  tbe  biil  to  prSTent  abnie  of 

priviiegB  by  foreign  Minutera  -        -     148 

ipeech  of,  on  the  bill  for  Ibe  lelief  of  Baioet 
Ciiunalli.ex-BBBh&nr  of  Tripoli      -        -    311 
AdjonnUDent,  &  joint  commltt^ie  uipointed  to  fix 

upon  a  day  for        -        ...        ■     183 
the  daj  for,  flz»d  upon  by  the  Hotiae  chang- 
ed from  16th  to  31et  April      •        -        -    3S7 
AU«n,  Iia,  memorial  ot;  read  and  le&md  to  the 

Secfetaiy  of  Stale SHS 

report  of  the  Secretary       ....    S43 

memorial  and   report  raAtrnd  to  a  select 
committee      ......    244 

American  aearaen,  a  bill  for  the  protactioii  and 

indeiDiiifieetion  (tf,  read  -        ...      66 
read  a  aecond  time    .....      OS 

Mltod  np  and  postponed     .        .        .        .      7S 

n&ired     --.....so 

report  thereon  without  amendment     -        •      88 
motioii  to  poa^ne  iDdeGnitelj,  loot    -        -     13S 
the  bill  leierred  to  a  apocial  committee        -     188 
ttpOTted  with  amendment  ...     144 

hill  leeommitted         .....     145 

.    tepoii  lecommcading  poetpouemest  of  the 

bill  to  the  next  aenioD,  adopted       ■        -     166 
Asdtnon,  Mr.,  apeech  of,  on  Britiah  aggreoiona      96 
Appiopriationa,  leave  aaked  and  obtained  b;  the 

Committee  on,  lo  report  bj  bill        -        -    SST 
Anniatead,  Theodorick,  a  bill  from  the  Home  of 
RepieaentatiTea  for  the  relief  0^  read  twice 
and  referred  -        -        -        -        -        .      31 

report  tbereon  without  amcadment     -        -      44 
third  reading  of  the  bill  refiued  -        .        .      4e 
Annie*  of  the  tTnited  States,  a  bill  from  th«Houie 
of  RepreaenutiTea  eatabliihing  rules  and 
legulationa  for  the,  rwd  ...      48 

read  a  lecODd  time  and  nfaned  ...      48 
Nporled  with  amendmanti         ...     143 
amendmeole  adopted  and  bill  otdemd  lo  a 
tiiinl  readtag  -        ...        .        .     I63 

read  the  third  time  aod  fiuthar  actJon  post- 
poned     167 

foavd 181 

Tetnmvd  from  dw  House  of  B^>naentati*es 
with  a  partial  agreement  to  the  antend- 


Armiaa  of  the  United  StatM— continued.  Page. 

the  Senate  recede  &om  some  aioeiidmenla, 
iniist  OQ  others,  and  appoint  Hanagen  to 
confer MO 

the  Home  of  ReptesentativeB  insist,  and 
agents  confer  .....    20T 

the  Managers  report  and  the  Senate  recede    SIO 
Anns  and  ammanition,  a  bill  from  the  House  of 
Representatives  to  prohtbh  the  exportation 
of,  read  twice  and  referred      -        -        .      -SO 

reported  with  amendmenta,  nhicb  were  read      St 

biU  oidenKl  to  a  third  reading,  as  amended  -      90 

third  reading  reftaaed  and  the  bill  lost  -         -     ISS 
Anny  and  Nbtj,  a  bill  from  the  Hooae  of  Rep- 
reeentatiTea  to  prohibit  officers  of  the,  from 
holding  any  civil  ofGce,  read  ...    334 

read  a  aecond  time  andpostponedto  theuext 


Attomev  General,  a  resolution  adopted  directing 
the,  to  report  at  the  next  session  certain 
tables  of  feea 


sas 


Bainbridgs,  Oaptain,  attentions  shown  to,  by  the 

Damsh  ConsnJ  at  Tripoli        -        -        -     191 
Barbary  Pewers,  a  bill  fiom  the  Honaa  of  Rapre- 
sentatiTea  to  protect  the  commeice  and 
••anua  of  the  United  States  against  the, 

letd US 

read  a  aecond  time  ami  rafarred  ...    S44 
reported  wilhont  amcMdment      -        •        •    Mt 
bill  amended  and  ordered  to  a  third  mail  ilia 
aa  amended    ......    M7 

the  House  of  RepreMntatives  disagree  to  the 
amendment,  and  ask  a  conference,  to 
which    the    Senate   agree,  and   ^ipoint 

Managers S4S 

rsporl  from  the  Managers,  and  the  Senate 

adhere HO 

Barron,  Commodore,  defence  of,  by  Mi.  Adama    SI* 
Bayard,  Mr.,  n)eech  of,  on  Britiah  aggnaaou    -     101 
leare  of  absence  aaked  and  obtained  by        -    SM 
Bonaparte,  prodamation  o^  to  the  inhabitants  of 

8t.DiHiiingo 133 

Boatou,  memorial  of  the  merchants  of,  read  and 

leleiTed 81 

Bradley,  Mi.,  is  appointed  on  a  committee  in  the 
jjace  of  Mr.  S.  Smith,  elected  Pieudent 

proUm 336 

Biidge^it,  ConnectiGnt,  bill  from  the  House  of 
nepiesentatiTea  Ibi  building  a  b««oon  at, 


byCOOgIC 
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Bridgeport,  C 

lead  t  leeoDd  time  uid  referred  • 
rlported  without  tm«adment 
oidered  1«  ■  third  reidiog 

Britieh  aggreaaioiu,  reeolntiona  reported  o 

■abject  of       -        -        - 
fint  of  the  iMolotioni  unaniuoiu];  >dopt«d 
debate  on  the  wcood  raeohilwn  • 
debate  en  the  same  reramed 
■  motion  to  recommit  the  bill,  loet 
the  aecond  reflation  aJopUd      - 
debate  on  the  third  resolution 
further  actioa  on  the  oaaie  poetponed  - 
Bno7<,  a  bill  &om  the  House  of  ReproKntativea 

for  filing,  in  Pamlico  Bound,  read 
read  a  lecond  lime  and  referred  - 
reported  without  amendment 
ordered  to  a  third  readinf  - 
ra*d  a  third  tim*  and  pasMd 
C. 
Capital,  a  bill  torn  the  Houm  vS  RepNMiilAtivei 

making  fiirtherapprojpriationa  for  complet- 

iaf  the  aouth  wing  m,  read 
read  a  eacond  time  and  ordered  U>  ■  Ihitd 

read  a  third  time  and  pftaeed 

Oarrer,  Jonathui.     (See  Harri4oa,  SamiMel.) 

CbambBr  of  Commerce  of  Philadelphia,  memorial 

of  the,  relating  to  piera  in  ibe  Delaware 

riTsr,  presented  and  orderad  to  lie  on  the 

Uble      ■ 

(Aaplain,  election  of  a 

Cherokee  Indiana,  a  Meawge  Itom  the  Preaiilent 

of  the  United  State*  commaiiici.ting  aeon- 

ventiim  with  (he     •        •        -        - 

Cheeifieake  and  Delaware  Canal  Compan;,. 

moriel  of  the,  read  and  referred 

a  r«port  thereon,  with  a  resolution 

acof^  of  the  memorial 


Chester,  John,  memorial  og  read  and  nfarred 
the  Buanfrj  of  the  Tn—atj 
a  Tsport  thewon  fiom  tiM  Seent*^  tead  end 

ordered  to  be  prinl«d 
the  report  referred      -        .        -        ■ 
fiirther  consideratiou  of  postponed  to 


Chickasaw  Tribe,  ■  bill  from  the  Housa  of  B^»- 

resentativee  to  cany  into  elect  a  treatr 

with  the,  read  twiee  and  referred    - 

reported  without  amendment      - 

amended  b?  the  Senate,  and  ordered 

third  reading  .... 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed  as  amemdi 

the  Uouie  of  Repreaentatiirae  disagree  to 

the  amendment,  and  adhere    • 
ibe  Benate  also  adhere 
Cinciiinalt,  a  bill  to  aathoriie  the  sale  of 
tain  lot  of  land  in,  read  - 
read  a  second  tiaw,  stid  re&rred 
reported  with  amendments,  which  were  read 
oraered  to  a  third  reading  as  amended 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed 
retomed  ftom   the  House  of  Repreaenta- 


indm. 


at,  irtiidt.was  read     ISO 


Ciril  OSee.     (See  Jrmg  and  JVoey.) 
ClaA,  Daniel,  a  petition  of,  referred  to  the  com- 
mittee a[q)ointed  to  conndet  the  petitioiis 
of  inndrj  purchasets  of  lands  in  Ohio     - 
an  adf  erae  report  thereon  ordered  to  li«  on 

the  Uble 

Clerks,  a  bill  to  regulate  and  6x  At  compoua- 

read  a  second  time,  and  ordered  to  a  ttird 

reading  ..... 

read  a  thud  tine,  and  paaaed      .         .         - 
returned  from  the  HoDss  of  Ee|g«aealatiTM 

with  amendments  ..... 
which  amendments  were  agreed  to     - 
Clisbm,  George,  Vice  President,  attendanoe  at, 

in  the  Senate  ..... 

Coal,  an  argument  against  the  importatioii  i^ 

from  Great  Britain  .... 

Coins,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  RepresenlatiTea 

in  relation  to  foreign,  read      ... 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred    '     • 
report  at  large  read  and  ordered  to  Ee 
amendments    recommended  in   Ae   repott 

adopted,  and  the  bill,  as  amended,  ordered 

to  a  third  reading  .  -  .  -  - 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed  .  .  - 
the  House  of  RepresentstiTe*  agree  to  &e 

amecdioentwith  amendments,  whidi  were 

and  concurred  in        -        -        -        -        - 

Commerce  and  Seames,  a  bill  from  the  Hoose 

of  Repreeentattves  frutber  to  protect  Aa, 

of  the  United  States,  and  for  other  p«t^ 

read  a  second  time,  and  leArred 
reported  without  amendment     ... 
amended  and  ordered  to  a  third  reafing  aa 
amended        ...... 

the  House  of  Representatives  disagiae  to 
the  amendment  and  txk  a  eonferenee, 
which  the  Senate  concur  in,  and  sppoiat 
manageta  ..--..  M8 
the  managers  report,  and  the  Bwate  aAeie  H9 
Collectors  of  Customs,  a  repvH  frem  the  Seci*- 
tar;  of  the  Tresnn;  statiDg  die  fmota- 
mante  of  the,  rtad  and  ordned  to  lis  on 

IhetaUe IM 

Commitleef,  joint,  to  wail  on  the  Preadent,  at 

the  beginning  and  doae  of  seasioD         l<^  Nf 
the  discharge  <^  (od>  as  hare  pot  had  tine 
to  report        ------    MT 

Congreai,  a  committee  appointed  to  inquire  into 
tiie  OTpediencj  of  prori^g  by  law  fcr 
the  next  meeting  of        -  -    SU 

a  bill  reported,  and  read    -        -         -        •    H) 
(farthetcondderalionreliited.andthebilllosi    SU 
ConstHotion,  a  lasolution  of  tbe  LegislatvN  sf 
PeniuprlnBia  proposiag  an  snendment  «f 
tilt,  presented  under  iMtructions    -        -      t8 
called  up  for  eonsideratian,  and  poatpeaed    IN 
postponed  to  neit  seaaian  .        ...    SJO 

a  rssolation  to  print  copse  at  the,  for  tite 

use  of  the  Senate iU 

ooandaiation  of  the  resolutiou  postponed  -    IN 
two  hundred  copies  irf  the,  ordered  to  be 

printed  for  the  use  of  the  Senate     ■        -    IM 
a  resolution   cMF  the   L^idature  of  Maiy- 
laid  submitted;    unds 
the  ainendiDeut  (tf  the 


110 


m 
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the 


61 


CooitB,  ■  bill  fiom  the  Home    . 

reUtiag  to  records  of  judgment,  &c,  lead    186 
ntd  a  ■econd  tims,  and  refbrred  "" 

npoitod  vith  Bneiiilnieata 

biUloat 

Onft,  Genhom,  petition  oT,  praying  the  aboli- 
tion of  ita* erf,  read 
Credit,  motion  mbmittad  for  a  eommltfee 

quire  into   the   eipediencj  of  repeating 
•uch  parte  of  all  acts  a*  authoriie,  on  jmb- 
lie  lands         ..... 
CDDiideration  of  laid  laotion  poftponed 
OtUiberlalld,  Maryland,  a  bilt  reported  to  laj  ont 
and  make  a  road  from,  to  the  State  of 
Ohio,  and  read       .        ■        .    -    . 
lead  a  lecond  time    -        ■        .        .        . 
otdered  to  a  third  reading  .... 
__tetd  ■  third  time,  and  pasaed      ... 
the  Honee  of  Repre^nlatiTea  r«tnni  it  with 
amendmenta,  which  were  nad   and  t«- 

lernrted,  with  the  Home's  amendmenta 
,      whidi  were  agreed  to         -        -        - 
Carrrat  Coin,  a  bill  reported,  to  pnitisfa  oo' 
terfkiten  of  the,  and  read 
read  a  second  lima,  and  reterrvd 
reported  without  amendmsnl 
~      "~  t  to  strike  out  itte  fourth  section  pre' 


vailed,   md  tlnu   amended  the  bill  was 
ordered  to  a  third  reading 
irad  a  thh'd  time,  and  the  ftartbei  considera- 
tion poitponed        .... 


149 


read  a  third  time,  and  concnitad  in    . 
Dawson,  John,  a  petition  of,  read  and  referred   • 
an  adveree  report  thereon,  including  seieral 
similaT  petition),  was  read,  and  ordered  tc 


IMenee, 


«,  a  report  m  part  on  the  memorials  &om 
New  York  and  New  Haven,  reccnnmend- 
ing  a  ftlrther  naial  armament  for  the  public 
consideration  of  the  rMort  poBtponed  . 
Denmark,  a  bill  baat  the  House  of  Repivsenta- 
tiiea  to  enable  the  President  of  the  United 
States  to  make  restitution  to  the  OoTem- 
ment  oT,  Ac.,  read  .        .        .        .        ■ 

read  a  aeeond  time,  add  referred  .        .        ■ 
repotted  with  amendment*         ... 
ordered  lo  *  third  readug  as  amended 
read  a  third  time,  and  further  actiou  on  it 
poetponed      ...... 

bill  called  up  and  lost         .... 

Dent,  Captain,  extract  of  a  letter  from,  while  in 

the  Mediterranean  (note  to)    . 

District  of  Columbia,  a  committee  appointed  to 

inquire  whether  alterationa  are  necessary 

in  the  laws  relating  lo  the       ... 

a  bin  reported  by  said  committee,  and  read 

read  a  seoond  time,  snd  rebrred 


Page, 
id, 
ordered  to  lie  -        -        -        ■        .    329 
tha  billordersdtoathirdreadinf  aaasMnded    331 
lead  a  third  time  aa  amended,  and  other 
tni«idmenb   being   psnpowd,  the   ooa. 
nianlion  thereof  was  poatpaasd     .        .    S33 
TsaunAd,  amended,  and  passed   ...     337 
Dnfbur,  John  Jamee,  petition  a^iaad,andr«fenad     140 

B. 
Eaton.  General  William,  a  Measage  from  the 
President  of  the  United  States,  relating  to 
the  eSbrts  of,  to  replace  Hamet  CaraimJli 
on  his  throne  -        -        .        .        .      48 

*  resolution  sufamittad  in  bonor  ot,  •  •  188 
the  resolution  read  a  third  time,  and  referred  ISl 
reported  with  amendments,  and  ordered  to  a 

third  reading  .....    s07 

Inrther  consideration  postponed  t( 


EgleslOB,  Azariah,  and  others,  a  petition  o^  9^*7' 

ing  for  a  poet  road,  read 
GTani,  Oliver,  a  petition  of,  read,  and  ordered  tt 

lie  on  the  table       ..... 


S33 


Peee  of  Attomeya.  rSee  BitMet  of  CWMieiia, 
nnder  die  liesd  of"  Bills  reported.") 

Plbaimnons,  Thenas,  Chatrmaa  of  tlM  ntlla> 
detphia  Ohamber  of  Conunena,  a  mano- 


i  with  an  •meodnMBt,  which  wa*  read 
op  and  pea^Ded    - 
'" — '~  speech  m  tb*  bill  - 

'*''  '  and,  aAo'  dctrnte, 


inding  addi- 


aaendmenls  adopted,  and  the  bill  )oat 
PntifieatkMia,  reooit  en  Ibe  uaBMiiab  af  N^ 

Toik  and  NiswHaTcn,  r 
tional,  presented    - 

consideratian  of  the  repeal  postponed 
Franeh  Republic,  a  bill  &om  the  Houae  of  Bep- 
reaentativea,  supplementary  to  the  act 
making  proviaion  for  the  paymenl  of 
claims  B^unet  the,  assumed  in  tbe  Con- 
vention of  1803,  read      .... 

read  a  third  time,  and  referred    ... 

reported  without  amendment,  and  ndered 
to  a  third  reading  ..... 

read  a  third  time,  amended,  and  paasad  as 
•mended         ...... 

notice  of  its  bebg  approved  and  signed  l>y 
thePreeideqt : 

bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives,  inp- 
plementuy  to  the  act  making  proviaian  for 
paymentofcjaimi  against  the,&C,reBd 

read  a  second  time,  and  reflsiTed 

reported  without  amendment,  and  ordered 
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G. 


GsUiopolii,  »  znemorUl  of  Francit  «ettlen  in, 
read,  ind  re&iied  -        -        -        -        • 

the  commiMe«  uk  uid  obuin  Imtc  to  re- 
port by  bill    - 

a  bill  reported  and  read  ■  - 

read  a  Mcotid  time,  and  ordered  lo  a  third 

nad  a  Uwrd  time,  aod  pawed      .        .        ■ 
Gantt,  Rev.  Dr>,  election  ofi  ai  Chaplain    - 
Ottngetown,  Diitriet  of  Calnnbia,  •  bill  from  the 
HonM  of  RepraientatiTea  to  incoTpoiate 
the  Piediyterian  congregation  of    ' 
read,  and  ordered  to  a  aecond  reading 
read  a  aeeond  time,  aod  referred 
reported  without  amendment      .        •        • 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ... 
memorial  of  the  Mayor  and  Corporation  of, 
■gainst  a  bridge  over  the  Potomac  - 
Oeorgie,  a  petition  of  agent*  for  pDrchaoera  of 

landa  nnder  the  State  of,  read 
fflan,  David,  and  othen,  a  petition  of,  reul  and 

GlaM,  David.    (Beelfarmony  SodetyJ) 
Oovnnmenl,  a  bill  &om  the  Honae  of  Repreient- 
ativH  making  appropriation  lor  support 

i«ad  a  second  tisat,  and  relerred 

reported  with  •ntendmoDta         ... 

■mendmenta  agreed  to       •        -        .        . 

fiirthor  amended        ..... 

t««d  •  third  time,  and  paved  a«  amended  - 

the  Honae  of  RoprMontativee  retain  it,  agree- 
ing to  some,  and  diaagraeing  to  other 
aneodmenta,  and  a«k  a  oonferenee 

the  tonferenco  agreed  to,  and  maiugen  ap- 

managen  report  modiCcatioBs,  irhich  were 

fMffith,  Robert  E.    (See  Kekkn  4  OriffiiA.) 

Onnboati,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Bepresenta' 

tlves  for  bnilding,  read  twioa,  and  ordered 

to  ■  third  reading  ..... 

read  a  third  time,  and  referred    -        -        . 

reported  with  amenduenta         ... 


Hair,  an  attempt  to  amend  the  regidationa  of  the 

Armjr,  ae  to  the  mode  of  wearing  the      -    ! 
Hamet  GaraioelU,  a  Meesage  from  the  President 
of  the  United  States  in  relation  to,  refer* 

red 

report  of  the  committee  thereon 
,       a  Inll  reported  for  the  roKef  of,  rea^    - 

read  a  second  time,  and  ordered  to  t  third 

read  a  thnd  time,  and  Author  action  thcNon 
poetponed      ......< 

a  motion  to  amond  not  acted  on  -        •        -I 
the  Irill  recommitted  -        -        -        -        -    '. 

a  postponement  of  the  aame  to  the  next  see- 

notioe  given  of  a  bill  K>r  the  temporary  relief 
of i 

leave  granted,  and  a  bill  bronght  in  and 
read 1 

read  a  second  time,  amended,  and  ordered  to ' 
a  third  reading 1 

Kad  a  third  time,  and  passed      -        .        -    '. 


Harding,  C^ttain  Selh,  pelitioD  of,  re«d  and  rafer- 


orderod  to  a  third  reading  .        -         -  -      7S 

read   a  third  time,  amended,  and  fkuther 

amendment  proposed      ...  -       TS 

called  up,  and  postponed  ...  -       M 

read  a  third  time,  and  puaed  aa  amended    -       81 
Hardware,  argument  against  the  importation  o^ 

from  Great  Britain         ...         .     ITt 
Harmony,  Society  o^  memorial  of  the,  read  and 

referred -      49 

a  bill  reported  Iboreon,  and  r«ad        -         -la 
edied  up,  and  poatponed   .        .        •        S3;  iS 
bill  racoEunitted         .        .        -        -         -       i9 
repented  with  amendments  -        -         -71 

oideted  to  a  third  reading  m  amended  -      74 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed      -        •         -      TB 
Harnion,  Samuel,  ^ent  for  the  hun  of  Captain 

Carver,  petition  o(^  read  and  referred         -     1(1 
Hats,  an  argument  against  the  importalian  <>£ 

from  Great  Britain  .        •        -         -     ITt 

Hays,  John,  a  petition  ot,  refMred  lo  dte  eomnttl- 
tee  to  whom  were  rofetied  severei  petilione 
of  a  similar  nature  .        .        .         .      ftt 

an  adverse  report  thereon  ■        -        -        .     191 
Henriek,  brigsntiae.    (See  Demtmrk.) 
Hichbome,   Benjamin,  and  oI&ms,  netitkai  ol, 

read       -------       « 

rsfiured,  with  others  of  a  similai  naUue    -       4S 
leave  asked,  granted,  and  a  bill  reported      -     1V5 
(Bee  rmncsiec  Imdt,  toutk  of  the  SlaU  of) 
Hickendall,  Samael,  petition  of^  referred  to  the 

Committee  on  Revolationaiy  Clairna  6S 

Hijch  aeaa*    (See  Brilith  aggreuiau,') 

.  Mr.,  i^eech  o^  on  snspending  tl*de 

with  St.  iMmingo H 

House  of  Representatives,  a  massage  from  the, 
commmiicating  that  they  had  faaaod  a 
qnonun,  and  «lBcled  a  Speaker        -        •       11 
a  measage   from   the,  cunmonicatiBg  that 
they  were  ready  to  adjawn    -        •        ~    3M 
1. 
Impeachment,  an  account  of  mone}^  expended 
in  fitting  np  the   Senate  Chambn  as  a 

Conrtof a* 

Importation,  a  committee  appointed  to  prepare  a 

bill  in  relation  to    .        -        -        .        .Ill 
a  bill  from  the  Bouse  of  Representatives,  to 

prohibit  the,  of  certain  goods,  read  -        .    MT 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred  -        -    107 

reported  with  amendments         ...    ]S 
ordered  to  ■  third  reading  as  amended        •    Xtt 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended   •    MC 
Imports  and  Tonnage,  a  bill  from  the  House  of 
Representatives  to  amend  the  act  to  regu- 
late the  collectjoQ  of  duties  On,  read         -    Ml 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred         -        -131 
t^orted  withoHt  amendment      -        -        -    IS) 
ordered  lo  a  third  reading  -        -        -        -    Ml 
reul  a  third  time,  amended,  and  passed  as 

amended W 

Indiana  Tetrilory,  notice  of  a  UU  explanatory  of 

the  act  lo  divide  the        -        -        -        -    IS) 
leave  granted,  a  bill  presented,  and  read  M 
that  effect 163 


^Google 
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a  third 


T«ad  ■  Uurd  tiiDe,  tod  fiulliar  sctioQ  thereon 
poMpoDsd      .•..-. 

called  up,  and  Mned  -        ■        -        . 

■  bill  Irom  ihs  Hdom  of  Hepwuenletirti,  to 
emend  the  ect  to  divide,  reed 

reed  it  eecoad  time,  and  TS&rred 

raportedtrith  amendineDU,  Trhichweie  read 

e«dled  ap,  and  poetpooed  iodefinitalj 

notiee  of  a '  "  ■  '  "        '      ' 


a  bill  to  n 


id  the  lale  of  certain 


leave  granted,  i 

Teed  a  aecond  time,  and  referred 

reported  without  ameDdmente 

ordered  to  a  third  reeding  - 

read  a  third  time,  and  ftirther  action  poat- 

ft  bill  tnsai  the  Boiue  of  RepieiestatiTet  re- 
apecting  claim*  to  land  in,,  reed 

read  a  aecond  time,  and  referred 

reported  without  amendment,  amended,  and 
otdeted  to  a  third  reeding 

read  a  third  time,  and  paiied  ea  emended 
tn'^™n  tribee.  a  Menage  from  the  Preaideut  of 
the  United  Stetei,  eaeltwing  treatie*  with 

a  bill  from  the  HauM  of  Keprasentativeg,  to 

eatabliah  trading'houaei  with  the,  read 
reed  a  aecond  time,  end  referred 
reported  with  amendnienti 
ordered  to  a  tbiid  reading  ea  anunded 
lead  e  third  time,  end  peeend  ea-emended 
a  biU  from  the  Home  of  RepreaentetiTce,  ti> 
canj  into  effect  trealiea  with  certain,  read 
twice,  end  referred 
reported  without  amendment 


bin  from. the 


reported  without  ameudinent 

read  a  third  time,  and  paaeed 

bterteurae  with  foreign  natione,  i 

Bouse  of  Repreaenlativee,  confidentiall; 

brought  in,  to  defrej  anj  eitraordinarj  ex- 

penies  attending  the,  read 
read  a  aecmd  time     - 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  • 
idpo«t         ■  ■     - 

thePremdent 
read  a  third  time,  and  uofice 

fared      .... 
Ttrioui  qneeliona  taken 
motions  to  refer  and  poetpone 
jeei  and  najs  on  aereral  motitm*  to  amend 

and  poetpone  nod  Ul  pawed  .        .        • 

Mr.  Adaou, 


10  ameud  of- 


n  Teptj  to 
obiQ- 


JtekeoD,  Mr.,  qwech  ol.  _..  . 
on  tbe  St.  Domingo  bi 

in  replj  to  Mewra.  Smith  and  MitchiU,  on 
the  aame  eubject 

the  deceaae  of^  announced  to  the  Senate     • 

the  Preaideut  of  the  Senate  directed  to  inform 
the  Executive  of  Oeorgia  of  the  decease 
of 

resolntJon  Id  pa?  the  flineral  eipentes  of    - 

Jenrf  I  New  JerM;,  ■  bin  from  the  Ronee  of  Rep- 

TeeentatJTee  declaring  the  town  of,  to  be  a 

port  of  delinij,  read     .       .       •       > 


Jeraej,  New  Jenej — continned.  Pi 

read  a  lecond  time,  and  referred 
reported  without  amendment      ... 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  .... 

read  a  third  lime,  and  paaeed      ... 

Jooee,  Philip  L.,  and  othera,  petition  tS,  read  and 

referred-        ...... 

the  committee  uk  end  obtain  leave  to  report 

lybiU 

a  bill  reported,  and  read  .... 
read  a  leeond  time  ..... 
called  up,  and  poatponed  -  .  .  . 
amended,  and  ordered'  to  a  lltird  reading  . 
read  a  third  time,  and  paaeed  ... 
K. 
Kentneky,  memorial  of  the  GovernoT  of^  read,  and 

refinied  to  the  Secretai?  of  War    .        .    : 
Kitchell,  Mr.,  apeech  o(  on  Britieh  ai 


Land,  a  certain  lot  of     (8ee  Ctnctnniiti.) 
Land  Wairanta,  a  bill  from  the  Houae  of  fiepre- 
aentatlTee  to  continue  in  force  the  act  au- 
thorizing Secretarj  of  War  to  iieue,  read 
read  a  lecond  time,  and  referred 
reported  with  amendments 
oidered  to  a  third  reading  se  amended 
read  a  &ird  time,  and  pasaed  aa  emended 
Landaie,  Peter,  a  bill  from  the  Houae  of  Kepre- 
•entativea  Ibi  the  relief  of,  read 
read  a  lecond  time,  and  referred 
irted  withont  unendment      - 
lied  up,  and  no  action  on  it    - 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  - 
bill  amended,  read  a  third  time,  and  paaaed 
aa  amended    ...... 

returned  &om  the  Houie  of  RepresentatiTee 
with  the  aaendment  diaagreed  to,  and  aak. 
ing  a  conference,  on  which  mantgere  were 

appointed    ' 

manager*  report,  and  the  Beoate  adhere 
Lawe,  the  Lilnvrj  Committee  directed  to  report 
what  diepoaitioB  ahouldbemadeofthe  vol- 
amea  of,  reserved  for  tke  diapoeal  of  Con- 


emti 


Lear,  Tobiaa,  defence  of  the  conduct  o^  by  Hr. 

Le  Clerc,  Captain  Oeneia],  proclamation  OS, 

the  inhabitant*  of  SLDomingo 
Letia,  William,  and  Hugh  Maiwdl,  a  petition 

«{,  reed,  and  refened 
Library,  a  committee  on  the 

'  of  the  same,  in  part . 


third 

read  a  third  time,  and  paaeed 

a  lull  from  the  Booae  of  RepreeentatiTee 

amend  the  act  concerning  the,  read 
read  a  second  ^me,  and  referred 
reported  vrithout  amendment 
oidered  to  a  third  reading  - 
read  a  third  time,  and  lost  .        -        - 
Ligfat^tooaea,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Repreaent- 

ativee  for  erecting  certun,  read 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred 
reported  without  amendment 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  . 
read  a  third  tim^  and  paved     . 


.Sbiofa  PtoeeeHtiga  and  Oehatn- 


Linuu.  Mr.  SmiA't  leascnH  fbr  clegirins  to  pro- 

hitnt  the  impoitaliDii  of,  from  O.  Brham  •     1 

Logan,  Mr^  remni*  of,  on  Bskiiig  leave  to  bring- 
in  a  bill  to  mipoBd  commcrdkl  inl«r- 
coune  frifli  SL  Doml&go        .        ,        . 

Long  Uand  Sooniil,  •  bill  &om  the  Houm  of 
'  Repre»«ntatiT«i  to  eatabUdt  Ught-hoOKa 

rekd  a  lecond  time,  and  referred .        -        - 
reported  witbout  amendment      .        .        . 
oidered  to  a  third  nading-  -        -        -        . 
TBkd  a  third  time,  ai  amended,  and  paaaed  aa 
amended        ...-•. 
IiDoking-glaeiei,  argument  againit  the  imports- 
liea  rf,  froaa  OiMt  BritMB    -       -       •    I 
nana,  a  bill  from  llie  Hooae  of  Repiaaanta- 
tirea,  extending  tha  povei  of  the  8aTTe7>- 
or  Genertl  of  the  Temtor;  of;  read  - 
read  »  Moond  time,  and  referred 
repBTted  nidi  unendmentH,  nbich  were  road 
called  up,  and  poatponed    •        •        -        '    1 
amendments  disagreed  to,  and  the  bill  order- 
ed to  a  third  reading      .        .        .        .     1 
read  athirdtime,irithDutf[]rtheT  action  on  it     I 
C«lled  np,  and  puwd  ....     I 

a  bill  proTiding  further  for  the  goTernment 
of  the  district  of|  read      -        -        -        - 
wad  a  second  time,  and  referred 
a  bill  reported  to  ascertain  and  adjnat  lanA 

claims  within  the  district  of   -        -     ■  -     i 
read  a  second  time,  and  ordered  to  a  thitd 

read  a  third  time,  end  passed      •        .        -    : 

the  House  of  RepresentatlTea  retiun  it  with 

an  amendment,  wliich  is  concurred  in      - 

M. 

Madison,  Jame^  letter  of,  stating  (he  principle 

interpolated  into  the  law  of  nationa  b;  the 

British  courts         ..... 

Mann,  George  Washingtan,  resolution  in  honor 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred 

reported  with  an  amendment,  and  ordered  to 

•  third  reading 

called  up  and  posCpoaed  to  next  soanon 
Mansfield,  Samuel,  petition  of,  read  and  referred 
to  the  committee  on  the  town  of  Jerssy   • 


.    ■  regulating  the  bonds  given  bjr,  read 
t«ad  a  second  time,  and  referred 
reportod  nith  amendments  ... 

culed  up  and  poa^Mued    .... 
ainendmenUi  disagreed  to,  and  Ullordered 
to  a  third  reading  .        -        ■        .        • 
1  third  time,  and  farther  action  oo  it 


Hassadtnselts,  a  biQ  from  the  House  ot  K«pt«- 
senttRiTBi  for  erecting  ligbt-houM*  in  tba 
mate  of,  &e.,  read  .        .        .        - 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred 
reported  without  amendmmt      .        .  - 

onlered  to  a  diird  reading  .        ■        .  - 

read  •  third  time,  and  paM«d     ... 
[e,  annual,  of  the  Presidant  of  tte  ITintad 

States    

conEdectial.  of  the  same    .        .        -  - 

of  theaame,' 


called  ap 


1  ap,  amended,  and  ordered  to  lie  for 
consideration  ..... 

amendments  adopted,  bill  further  amended 
and  poB^oaed       ..... 

passed  as  amended    .        .        -        .        ■ 

returned  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
with  amendments  to  amendments,  and  re* 
fbrtod    ...:.-. 

reported,  and  the  Senate  agree  to  the  two 
first  amendments,  and  disagree  to  the  last    I9S 

the  House  of  BepresentatiToa  ioaist    - 


with  a  report  fhrnt  the 'Qorerliar  and  pceaW- 
ing  Judge  of  the  Territory  of  Hidiigaii    • 

giving  the  infortnation  aaked  fbr  relitire  to 
the  complaint*  Of  Prance,  dec 

in  rdation  to  the  ex-Bsaliaw  of  T^ipudi 

in  relation  to  the  oppreasion  of  eommerae 
and  narigation        ....         -      I 

enekMing  a  letter  ftom  tb«  Miniiter  it  Loo- 
don,  (confidential) ....         -      i 

with  another  copy  of  theaame  letter,  aa  aak«I 
fbr ■      ■      : 

wttii  documeiita  in  relation  to  the  new  pria- 
di^ea  assumed  by  &e  Brittrii  eonrb^  &c.       ' 

communicating  a  Dkemorial  of  Ibe  utcp- 
chants  of  Bsltimore        .        .        .        .      : 

endoshig  an  act  of  the  Legidatuteof  Sonlh 
Carolina,  ending  certain  fbrts,  ftc,  to  Ae 
United  Btoles I 

endosing  treaties,  dec,  with  certain  Indian 
tribe* 8 

wttb  a  letter  fhnn  the  Britiah  Seoelary  far 
Foreign  AflUie  to  Mr.  Monroe        .        ^      ( 

rdating  to  (be  exploration  of  the  rirer  Ws- 


communicating  a  letter  bum  Mr.  Homoe    < 

in  relation  lo  the  threats  of  tile  Bey  ofTmiis 

Midiigan,  a  biU  fivm  the  House  of  K^xmentB- 

tires  to  proride  fbr  the  adjustmeol  of  litlea 

in  the  Territory  o^  read 
read  a  second  time,  and  refintad 
reported  with  amendments 
amendifienta  agreed  to,  and  the  bill  oriared 

to  a  third  rc«ding  ... 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed  aa  ai 
MUitarr  Establishment,  a  biO  from  the  Boos*  of 

Representatives  making  appropiiationa  fer 

support  of  the,  fbr  1606,  read  - 
read  a  second  titue,  and  referred 
reported  without  unendment,  and  ordered  to 

a  third  rea&ig        .        .        - 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed 
Militia,  a  bill  for  dassing  the,  reported  and  nad 
i^  a  aecond  time,  and  relened  . 
reported  with  several  amendmenta,  1 

amendments  agreed  to  -  -  - 
read  a  third  tiirke,  and  loot .  -  . 
a  bill  from  the  House  of  RqirfenlatiUass, 

authorizing  a  detachment  ot,  rei ' 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred 
reported  without  ai 
read  a  third  ti 


INDEX. 

aenate  Proctedinga  and  JJefeofat. 


P«gB. 

Mint,  B  lepoit  of  dta  Direator  of  tbs,  commaiu- 
MUd  bj   Ibe    Prendent  of   the    UniMd 

Sutw fil 

iiotiM  finn  of  a  bill  in  ulditkiB  to  the  lot 

MtabliitJng «« 

lM*e  gnnted,  a  biU  brooght  in  ud  nad  -  S06 
nad  a  •Moad  tiM,  and  niimd  -  -  SOS 
rqpMiad  with  amwidmi^ta  ...    230 

anendDenta  agnal  to,  and  bill  ord«Md  to  • 

tliitd  raading 836 

md  a  third  liae,  and  pa—ad  ■■  uMnded   -    341 
HilchiU,  Mi^  iMMh  d(  OB  tha  8l  Domiaga  biU      31 
on  tlw  iMolutioni  nlaling  to  BiitUh  t(ittt^ 

■ion 96 

Mix,  TiniDllly,  prtHton  of,  read  ind  raferral  lo 

RevolBtianuj  eoinmittoa         .        .        .      S7 
Monroe,  Jamei,  copy  of  a  letter  Dnm,  to  the  Brll- 

iih  Secreta^  for  ForeifB  Affidn,  fead     -      6G 
Molioni  made,  to  appoint  ■  committee  to  inq\iin 

oonceminK  Ute  Libiarf    -       .       -  17 

to  requeit  the  PreatdeUt  ot  Ibe  United  Slalei 


pluBt*  of  Fnnee  againtt  the  trade  wiUk 

SU  Domingo  ..--■'- 
to  reqneet  c«rMiB  ittfbrmation  of  the  Preai- 

dent 

to  compmaafe  tbe  Sergcant-at-Anns  and 

Doorkeeper  for  flirir  atlendanM  on  Itn 

Canrt  of  Impeadiment  .... 
for  a  committee  to  wait  on  the   PrandenI 

VFtth  certain  reac^tioni  .... 
for  a  joint  cominiltee  on  the  Libra^  - 
for  a  joint  committee  to  conrider  what  btun- 

neaa  ihonld  be  done  daring  Ihe  preeent 


N. 


National  Aeademj,  n 


Dof  a  bai  toio- 


leavo  granted,  a  biU  brmight  im  aod  laad    - 
read  a  aecond  time,  and  lefelred 
rcvMled  wilhoal  emwidinaiit      .        .        ■ 
oidered  to  a  tbiid  nadiag  •       ... 
read  a  tlud  tima,  amendBda  ud  again  la- 

ierred    

Naval  Peace  BitahliduMnt,  •  bill  from  the 
Honw  of  Repre«atati*ea  rapplamentuy 
to  tbo  act  providing  lor  a,  read  twioe  and 


the  Honae  irf  RepnaeotatiTee  aik  •  oonAr- 
en««  on  it,  whiA  ia  agreed  to,  and  maiia> 
gen  are  appointed  .... 

the  manager!  report,  and  the  Senate  recede 

Naval  eeniee,  a  bill  from  tbe  Hoiue  of  Repre- 

•entativea  neking  an  idditioBtl  applteap 

tiim  hr  tlw,  TCkd  .... 

read  a  lecoad  lima,  and  Nfbned 

r^oited  «i 

a  third  reading 


ahiU&om  the  Hoaaaof  Ri 


read  a  eecond  and  third  ti 


a  bill  reported  for  the  enconragemeDt 
' '  ping  and,  read        ... 
d  time  end  ordered  to  a  third 


pottponed      .        .        .        ■ 
caUad  ap  and  poiUoned  to  next 
Na<r<r,  e  bill  from  the  Secretary  of  the,  in  reply 
to  a  raeolntjon  of  Ihe  Benate,  read  - 
a  bill  ftom  the  Eouee  of  Repreaantativea  raek- 
iag  appropriation*  for  mpport  of  the,  read 
re^  a  lecoDd  lime,  and  referred 
reported  nitboat  amendment 
read  a  third  time,  and 
Hew  England  MUtieeippi 
morial  of  the,  reed  • 
New  H**en,  memorial  of  the  Chamlxr  of  Com- 
merce of,  read  and  reftrred 
New  Orlean*,  memorial  of  the  Houee  of  Repie- 
■entaliTee  of  die  Teiritonr  of|  reed  and  le- 
ftrred     - 
a  bill  preeenlod,  ifjaling 
Ae  jadgBa  o(  and  tead 


lUednpaad 


(See  OrJavM.) 

New  York,  memorial  of  the  menkanto  ot,  nad, 

ordered  to  be  prisied,  and  nkmd 

anport  thereon  reed,  with  reeolntion  br  de- 


memorial  of  the  gotemoi  of  the  ho^ital 

ttie  oi^  0^  read  and  refcnvd  - 
r^ort  noammeading  poitponement  to  nezt 

NicUin  and  Griffith,  a  InU  iniiii  tba  Hoa 
Bepnaantattree  far  nlMf  o^  seed 
read  a  eeaond  lime,  and  reforred 


mSmIiip 


np  far  a  Ikiid  n 


Hoctfa  CBt^ina,ate|n«HntaAon  eoaoaminf.  , 

en  tbe  li*t  of  the  State  eC  read  and 
lonrevoluttonary 


a  bill  &om  the  Honae  of  Repraaontatma  to 
alter  Ihe  lime  far  hakKng  the  Circoit  Ooart 
of  Iha  dletrict  o(  read     - 

read  a  aecond  time,  and  referred 

rcforled  with  amendsenla,  whieh  ware  nad 

amandmenia  adopted,  and  bill  aid«Bd  to  a 
Ihtrd  reading 


a  bill  irom  the  Honee  of  Aepreeantativee  le 
canae  the  ooaa t  of,  U  be  ettrreyed,  road 

read  a  eeeond  liBe,*ad  rdarred  • 

reported  witbont  emendmeBl 

oidarad  to  a  tibrd  reading  •        -        • 

read  a  third  time 
amartded 

Northweet  Tonitoiy,  a  biU  from  the  HohboI 
RepnaentatiTea,  far  relief  ef  the  Oewara- 


INDES. 
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Hmthweit  Tenitorjr — coDtiniied.  Pi 

read  a  Mcood  time,  and  refeiTed 
reported  iridiout  amendment,  and  ordered 
(0  a  tbird  reading  ■       ■       ■       ■       - 
lead  a  third  time,  and  paiaed     ... 
Noticea  giien,  of  a  bill  to  prohibil  the  importa- 
tion of  certain  penoni    -        .        •        . 
to  wohiUt  commercial  intereowM  itith  St. 
DomiDEO        ...... 

to  enthorize  the  aale  of  a  certain  lot  of  land 
to  dan  the  militia      ..... 

to  pnniah  connterfeiten  of  tiie  cwreDl  coin- 

fiuUier  to  provide  for  the  gOTcmment  of  the 

dutriet  of  Loniiiana        .... 

to  phvent  aboM  of  privilege  by  Iw^eign  Htn- 


d  the  a 


a  lauda  in  the 


>[  establiahing  a  Mint    S08 


O'Bannan,  Priaatly  N.,  reaotutian  in  honor  o^ 
read  a  aecond  time,  and  refeired 
reported  with  an   atnendment,  whidl  wu 
agreed  to,  and  ordered  to  a  thini  reading 
called  up,  and  poitponed  to  next  seeiion 
Officer*  of  Congran,  a  bill  from  the  Hoiue  of 
HepreaentatiTea  to  regulate  and  fix  flie 
compenwlion  of,  read     .... 
lead  a  aeoond  time,  and  referred 
reported  nith  amendments,  wlucb  were  read     166 
ordered  to  a  third  reading - 
read  a  third  time,  and  ptaaed      ... 
letnrned  from  the  Uouae  ef  BepreaentatiTee 

partial]  J  agreed  to  • 
the  Senate  inaiat,  ask  a  conterence,  and  ap- 
point managers  ..... 
the  HoDseofltepreeentatiTea  agree  to  a  con- 
report  of  the  managers  agreed  to,  in  part  - 
the  Senate  inaiat  on  certain  amendments  - 
the  House  of  Representetivea  disagree  to  the 

Senate's  modification,  and  adhen  - 
the  Senate  recede      ..... 
OgdoD,  8. 0.,  ud  William  Smilh,  a  moticm  to 
expunge  from  the  Journal  CTerything  rel- 
aliTe  to  the  memorial  of,  adopted    - 
Ohio,  a  resolation  to  examine  the  act  to  enable 
the  people  of  the  easton  drriaton  of  the 
TerrHoiy  Northwest  of,  lo  ^tne  a  consti- 
tution, Ac     -        .        -        - 
considered  and  referred  to  a  select  committee 
reportofthecommittee  thereon,  read  and  or- 
dered to  lie    - 
patitdon  of  sondrj  purchasers  of  public  lands 

ta  the  State  of,  read  and  referred    - 
notice  of  a  bill  ts  suspend  (he  sale  of  certain 

lands  in  the  State  of       .        .        . 
leaTC  granted,  a  bill  introduced,  and  read     - 
read  a  aeoond  time,  and  referreid 
reported  without  amendment     ... 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  .        -        .        - 
read  a  third  time,  and  postponed 
called  up  and  passed  ..... 

a  lull  from  the  House  of  Represenlativee  t«- 

•pecting  claims  to  land  in,  read 
read  a  aecond  time,  and  referred 
reported  without  amendment,  amended,  and 
Mdsred  to  a  third  reading       ... 
nad  aaeooDd  lime,  and  f  asaed 


Orleans,  a  Ull  proTiding  for  die  de&uce  o(  uid 
diqraaal  of  a  part  of  the  pobbe  hnids  in 
the  Territory  of,  presented  and  read 
read  a  second  lime,  and  oidered  to  a  tfatid 

called  up,  and  postponed  to  the  next  seaBon 
a  bill  to  ascertain  and  adjust  claims  to  land 

within  the  Tenilar;  of,  preaeoiad  and  nad 
read  a  seeond  time,  ordered  to  a  tiiird  reading 
read  a  third  time,  and  paasad  ... 
the  House  of  Itepi«eeDtali*es  return  the  UU 

with  al  " '  " 


ifRepnee 


Pamlico  Sound,  a  bill  from  the  Booae  of  Re|»ia- 
sentatiTes  Ibr  fixing  buojs  in,  and  fitr  oUMr 
poipoaes,  read       ..... 

read  a  aecond  time,  and  refened 

reported  witirout  amendment      .        .         - 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  .... 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed  ... 
Pearl  rirer,  a  report  from  the  commiaaioner'of  tlw 
district  eaat  of,  communicated  bjlhe  Praa- 
ident  of  the  United  Btatea,  read 
Pennsylvania,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Repte- 
aeDtativea  declaring  the  assent  of  Congraas 
to  an  act  of  the  Legislature  o^  read 

read  a  second  tiiae,  and  referred 

reported  nithout  an 

ordered  to  a  third  ri 

read  »  third  time,  and  p 

amended,  and  pasaed  as  amended 
Fenmoners,  a  representation  concerning  ccataii^ 

ofthe  Slate  of  Geor^   - 
Peppier,  Joseph,  and  others  a  petition  of^  read 

referred,  mth  other*  of  a  limilar  character  - 

Philadelphia,  memorial  of  the  merchants  o^  read 

and  refeued,  widi  others         ... 

Piankeahaw  Indisns,  a  meessge  fiem  the  Pimj- 

dent  of  the  United  States,  cMnmnnieating 

a  trea^  with  the 

Pwts  and  harbors,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  R^- 
reMntatives  fer  fbrti^ing  the,  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  read  twice,  and  ordcted  to  a 
third  reading  ----.-: 

read  a  diird  time,  and  referred    - 

reported  with  anwmdmeets         .        .        .     : 

amendments  agreed  to,  and  bi]]  passed  •■ 
amended        ......: 

Post  Roads,  a  report  of  the  Postmaster  Genersl 
on  unprodactive     .        .        .        .        - 

a  bill  from  the  House  of  BqnesentalJTaa  to 
altar  and  establish  certain  -        -     I 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred  -        -     ! 

reported  with  amendmenta  .        •        -    '. 

called  up  and  postponed     -        -        .        .    ] 

the  amendments  adopted,  and  the  bill  or- 
dered to  a  Aird  reading  -         .        -        ,    i 

reed  a  third  time,  and  passed  as  aai«Bded    -    1 

the  HoBse  of  HepreaentatiTea  retum  it,  agree- 
ing toBome  and  diaiiTee>>g  toadieraniaid- 
ments :  the  Senate  recede,  and  agree  -  i 
Potomac  river,  a  bill  fitnn  the  House  of  Repraaent- 
ativea  auUiormiTg  the  erection  of  a  btidge 
over,  read      .        .        -        .        .        -    1 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred  .        •    1 

reported  without  amendment      -        -        -   t 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        -        .        .   t 

called  up  and  postponed  to  n«xt  acMmi    -   1 


Smote  Proeeedinga  and  Dtbata. 


PreabTtemn  e«)fT«gation  of  OttorgMowD,  D.  C. 

a  UU  from  the  House  of  RepteMotativei 

to  inMrpontc  th«  - 

read,  and  ordered  to  s  Mcond  reading 

read  B  second  time  uid  referMd  - 

reported  withoat  uaeDdment 

ordered  to  a  Itiird  reading  • 

read  a  tbird  tune,  and  pund 

Privileges.     ^8ee  Foreign  MinUtert.'} 

Pablic  Building!,  a  Meeaage  from  t}ie  PreiidenI 

of  the  United  8ta  tee,  communicating  a  re- 

Kof  the  Snrrejoi  of  the  .  .  . 
di,  a  report  on  the  anUect  of  the  pn>- 
ceeda  of^  in  the  Northweat  Tenitory 
a  reaolntkni  relative  to  the,  ceded  hy  the 
Bute  of  North  Cat^ina  ■  -  .  . 
a  bill  from  the  Honae  of  Hepreeetitative*  to 
repeal  ao  much  of  an;  act  a>  aiithoiiiea 
die  receipt  of  eridetiees  of  the  pnblic  debt 
in  payment  ftir        .        .        ,        . 


read  a  second  time,  and  releired 

reported  nith  atnendmenti  • 

the  biQ  and  amendments  referred  to  a  special 

commtttae      -        .        .        .        . 
their  report  thereon  read    - 
the  amendments  adopted,  and  the  b 

deied  to  a  third  reading  - 
read  a  third  time,  and,  pending  a  motion  to 

itrike  out,  the  Senate  adjourned 
the  Inlt  called  op,  and  passed  as  amended 
retamed  from  the  Honae  of  RepreeentatiTea 

with  amendmenti,  and  conference  a^ed, 

which  was  agreed  to,  and  managera  ap- 

report  of  the  managen,  agreeing  to  an  amend- 
ment and  insisting  on  another,  adopted  - 
the  House  of  Representatives  insist 
and  the  Senate  agree  to  the  Honse's  amend- 


Rapp,  George,  and  others.    (8a«  Hmrmong.) 
PedtKins,  a  committee  anointed  on  the  rewMt  of 
Ae  eeoretary  of  War  oa  the  snlged  of 


Refogees,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representa 
in  idation  to  Ae,  from  Canada,  read 
rettd  a  second  time,  and  reftrred 


called  np,  and  refemd  to  a  qtacial  OMnmll- 

again  called  ap,  sad  pos^Mined  to  next  sea- 

lUsriulions,  to  supf^  Senaton  with  newapapers 

•ntboniiiig  the  Sergesnt^at- Arms  and  IJi>or< 

keeper  to  emplo;  an  assistant  and  hnaa* 

ref  nesting  the  SemMary  of  the  Navy  to 

plain  why  his  ezpradittirM  have  so  fu 

seeded  th«  appropriatiana 


e  Ae  « 


king  the  President  fer  a  second  Dopy  of 
Mr.  Honme's  letter        .... 
Biing  the  daj  of  adjonnunent    ... 
KcTolntionary  War.alrillframtheHotnaeof  fiep> 


read  a  eecond  tfane,  ai 
9th  CoiT.— 4:S 
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reported  with  amendments,  which  were  read     199 
called  ap,  and  postponed    .        -        .        .    209 
ordered  to  a  third  reading    .         .         ^         -     809 
amendments  agreed  to,  read  a  third  time,  and 
passed  as  amended  ....    %i\ 

Rippen,  Joseph,  a  memorial  of,  read  .        -        .      46 
Road,  a  trill  reported  to  regulate  the  laying  out 
and  making  a,  &om  Cumberland,  in  Mary- 
land, to  the  State  of  Ohio,  read        .        .      !(5 
(See  Camberlaad.) 
Rodgers,  Captain  John,  noble  traits  in  the  diar- 

aeter  of,  detailed     (note)         -        -        -     187 
Boibaiy,  Manachnsetts,  a  bill  from  the  House 
of  Representatives  declaring,  to  be  a  port 
af  dehvery,  and  for  other  purposes,  read      44 
read  a  second  time,  and  refened  .        .      44 

reported  to  the  House,  and  ordered  to  a  third 


read  a  third  time,  amended,  and  passed  a 
amended        ...... 

w,  a  committee  appointed  to  eiamine  the,  lin 
conducting  busmess  in  the  Senate  - 

report  of  the  committee  read       -        .        . 

aroendmeitU  morted  by  the  committee 
adopted,  with  Airther  amendments,  and  or. 
dered  to  a  third  reading  .... 

read  a  third  time,  and  farther  action  thereon 
postpcned      .--... 

the  report,  as  amended,  adopted  ... 
Bom,  argmnenla  against  the  importation  of,  from 
the  British  West  Indies  -  -  -  - 
Russell,  Gilbert  C,  memorial,  of  read  and  refer- 
red to  the  Secretary  of  War    • 

the  Secretary's  report  thereon  read  and  re- 

abill  (or  relief  of,  reported  and  read    .        -    ' 

read  a  second  time,  and  ordered  to  a  third 

reading  .--.-.. 

read  a  tlurd  time,  and  passed      .        -        •    ' 


46 


«  of  a  bill 
lewtth 
leave  granted,  and  a  UU 
read  a  second  lime,  and  raterrea 
nrled  vritb  ameiidmentB,  whidl 


SO  £j 


reported 
called  HI 


debate  on  the  bill  resomed  . 
called  op,  and  passed  ai 
Salem,  a  memorial  of  tbe  inbabitania  of  the  town 

of,  read  and  lelerred  with  others 
8ah,  argoment  againat  the  impoHatian  ot,  from 
the  British  dominions     .        .        .        - 
1  hill  from  Ae  House  of  R^resmtativea  re- 
specting Ae  acta  laying  duties  on,  and  tor 


INBEX. 
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the  Home  of  Representalivee  dieagree  le  Ihe 
amendmenu  anJ  nak  >  conference,  which 
wu  agreed  la,  and  muiBgers  appointed    -    346 
the  managers  report,  and  the  Senate  adhere    S49 
Seoate,  rules  for  condncling  buaineu  in  the        -    301 
adjournment  of  Uie,  without  daj         •        -    250. 
Senate  Chamber,  an  account  of  the  eipenae  of 
fitting  up  the,  aa  a  court  of  impeachment, 

referred -        -     S09 

a  report  thereon  read  -        .        -        .    S34 

leadaiecond,  time  ordered  to  a  third  leading    SU 
read  a  third  lime,  and  agreed  In  -        -        -    S38 
Senators,  names  of  the,  in  attendance,  9, 1 1,  IT,  18, 19 
.  20,  26,  46,  71 
Sergeant-at-Arma,  a  resolution  to  compenaate  the, 
for  his  attendance  on  the  Court  of  Im- 
peachment    ---...    sit) 
Sinking  Fund,  the  report  of  (he  Commiasionera 

of  the,  presented     ....         -       84 
memoiial  respecting  the  abolition  of. 


232 


Slaves,  leave  aslced  for  a  bill  to  prohibit  the  im- 

porlation  of,  after  lat  January,  1808 

question  on  the  leave  aaked,  takes  b;  jeaa 

and  najs,  and  granted    .... 

bill  in  pursuance  thereof,  presented  and  read 

read  a  aecond  time,  and  indefinitclj  poat- 

a  resolution,  to  amend  the  Coiutitulion  on 
the  aame  subject,  postponed  to  the  next 

Smith,  Samuel,  election  of,  as  President  jiro  iem. 

of  the  Senate w 

re.eleclJon  of,  on  Vice  Preeident's  retiring  .     188 
speech  of,  on  ^le  auapension  of  intercourse 

with  St.  Domingo  •        -    .    -        -        -31 
speech  in  reply  to  Mr.  Jackson  on  the  same 

subject 38 

speech  on  the  third  resolution  concerning 
British  aggressions  ....     167 

Smith,  Israel,  speech  of,  on  the  resolutions  relat- 
ing to  British  aggreseions        -        •        -      94 
^  Smith,  Mr.,  of  Ohio,  speech  of,  on  British 


Smith,  William.     (Bee  Ogden,  S.  6.) 
South  Carolina,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Repr«- 
aentativee  declaring  the  assent  of  Con- 
gress to  an  act  of  ^e  State  of,  read 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred 
reported  without  amendment     ... 
called  up,  and  postponed    .... 

ordered  to  a  thvd  reading  •        .        .        - 

read  a  third  time,  and  further  actioo  on  it 

postponed      ...... 

called  up,  and  passed         .... 

State,  report  of  the  Secretary  of,  in  reply  to  ■ 

rasolntion  of  the  last  session,  read  . 
State  Judges,  &c.,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives, to  extend  the  jurisdiction  of, 
in  certain  cases      .        -        -        .        . 
read,  and  ordered  to  a  second  reading  - 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred 

ind  ordered  to  a  third  reading 


r  Repreaent*. 
tivea  with  aoendffients,  which  were  re- 
agreed  to 


110 


I,  and  the  amendmeDto 


Sogar,  a  memorial  praying  additional  pi 

by  law  to  encourage  the  culture  of,  read, 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  on    . 

Sullivan,  James,  and  others,  petition  ot,  read 

referred  to  the  committee  oa  other  petitiona 
of  similar  character        .... 


Tennessee,  a  resolntion  to  open  land  offices   in 
the  Stale  of,  referred      .      ' . 
'  a  bill  reported  to  aathorize  the  State  ot,  to 
issue  grants  of  certain  lands,  dec,  and 


read  a  second  time    ..... 

bill  amended,  and  the  fiirther  consideration 
thereof  postponed  ..... 

passed  as  amended     .       .       .       .        . 

Eeaie  asked  and  obtained  for  a  bill  t4>  canj 
into  eflect  the  provisions  of  the  act  regu- 
lating the  grant!  of  land,  &c,  aoalh  of  Ibe 
State  of,  and  a  bill  presented  and  read 

read  a  lacond  time    .... 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ... 

read  •  third  time,  and  further  action  thereon 
postponed      .... 

called  up.  and  again  poatponed  - 

again  called  up,  and  passed 

returned  Irom  the  House  of  Repreaeutalivea 

with  amendments  ■        -        -        . 
the  said  amendments  concurred  in 

a  bill  from  tho  House  of  Representatives  in 
addition  to  an  aot  regulating  the  gratUs  of 
land,  dec,  south  of  the  Slate  of,  read 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred  - 

reported  with  amendments 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  as  amended 

read  athirdtime.  and  passed  ss  amended 
Territorial  Courts,  a  bill  from  the  House  erf' Rep. 
resentatives,  to  extend  jurisdiction  iocer. 
tain  coses,  to  the,  read    - 

read  a  second  time,  and  refened 

reported  with  amendments,  which  were  read 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  as  amended 

read  a  third  time,  and  paased  is  amended 
Toppan,  Edward,  and  othsra,   a  Inll  from  dte 
House  of  Bepreaentatives  &r  the  relief  o( 


read  a  second  tims,  and  referred 

reported  without  amendment 

question  by  yeas  and  nays,  on  Ihe  third  read- 

Trading-houaea,  a  bill  &om  the  House  <A  Rcpi*- 
sentatives,  to  ealahliah,  with  oettain  In- 
dian tribes,  i%ad     - 

read  a  second  time,  and  reArr 

reported  with  ameodments 

amendments  agreed  to,  and  U 
third  reading  -        -        - 

re*d  a  third  time,  and  paand 

Treasurer,  the  general  account  of  the,  preaant- 

ed  and  read    ..-.-. 

two  hundred  copies  of  his  report  ordered  U 
be  printed      ...... 

T'feaaury,  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the,  with  hia 
annual  report,  read 

report  from  the  Secretary  of  the. 


Senate  Proceedings  and  Dtbatei. 


Tanii,  a  rau^tioo  teqamting  tht  Ih«adsnt  U> 
ciDW  to  be  Itid  befoie  the  Senate  tha 
eauie  of  difTetencs  with  the  Bey  at 
a  Menage  from  the  PieiideDt,  eommnnicat- 
ing  the  infbnnation  aiked  for,  with  the 
Ambmatbr'i  letter,  read,  and  referred  - 
U. 


read  t  tetoni  titn«,  and  refarred        -       -    337 
reported  withontamendment      ...    346 
qoeatian  on  ita  third  reading  Jecided  in  the 
negatin,  tod  the  bill  lost        -        -        -    347 
W. 
Wathington,  amamorialfromlheBoardof  Tnu- 
tees  appointad  to  luperintend  the  educa- 
tion of  jouth  in  the  dt*  it,  read  and  re- 

terred 4S 

White,  Mt.,  apwch  o(  on  the  St  Domingobiil  -     117 
Witneaaei  in  the  trial  of  Judge  Ctlasc.  a  Mmoul- 
tee  appointed  to  prepare  aUU  Ibrthepa;- 
menl  of  ...,.,80 

a  bill  reported  in  punnaoae  thereof,  and  read  83 
read  a  eecond  tiow  .  .  ,  .  .  84 
read  a  third  time,  and  paned  -  -  -  S9 
returned  from  the  House  of  RepreaantatiTes 

with  amendmenta  .....    243 
the  ameodmenta  read,  diaagread  to,  and  MD- 

femtce  aiked         .....    344 
the  HoDBe  of  RapreaenlatiTM  agree  to  the 
confercDce  aAed    .....    346 
Wood   bland,  Maasacbiiaett*,  a  bill   from   the 
HouM  of  Reprasentativea  to  erect  a  Ught- 
houie  on,  and  for  other  purpoaee,  read     >     114 
read  a  eeo<»id  time,  nnd  ro(eri«d  -        .     116 

Mporled  without  aiiiendinent      •        >        .141 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ...        .        .     144 
read  a  third  time,  and  paaaed      ...     IGI 
Woodward,  Angaatoa  B^  memorial  0(1 
WooUena,  Mr.  8.  Smith' 


o^pieaentei 
>r  deiiriug  1 


Worthington,  Mr.,  epeech  of,  on  Britith  aggrae- 
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Teaa  and  naya,  on  granting  leave  to  bring  in  a 

Irill  to  prohibit  the  importation  of  ilarea    .      31 

on  the  third  reading  of  the  bill  tor  relief  of 
Tbeodorick  Armiited      -        .        -        -      48 

Ott  the  third  reading  of  the  bill  fin  relief  of 
Edward  Toppan  and  othan     ...        -      46 

on  nferring  certain  documenta  to  a  apecial 

on  the  adoption  of  the  raaoIutiOD  raqueating 
the  Pmident  to  cause  a  capj  at  Mr.  Mon- 
roe's letter  to  be  laid  beftira  the  Senate    -      70 

on  the  anendineata  to  the  bill  concerning 
Ibreign  inUrcoune  -        -        .         80, 81 

on  the  amendments  to  the  bill  aiupending 
commercial  iaiercontae  with  St.  Doaingo      SS 


Yeas  and  Najfi — continued.  Pa 

on  two  reiolatioiia  asUng  certain  ioibrma- 

tion  of  the  President       .... 
on  reference  of  the   bill  relating  to  inter- 

eourae  with  foreign  natiooa 
on  aundry  mationa  to  relet  and  amend  the 

same 87, 

on  the  final  passage  of  the  bill  for  relief  of 

Captain  8cth  Harding    -        .        -        . 
on  (he  motion  to  strike  out  certain  parts  of 

the  lecond  lesolution  relating  to  Britiah 

aggreaaiona 

on  amendmenta  to  the  bill  euapending  trade 

with  St.  Domingo  .        -        -        .        . 
on  a  motion  to  reconsider  a  section  added  to 

■aidbiU 

on  the  final  passage  of  the  same  bill    - 

on  a  moUon  to  postpone  to  next  session  a 

bill  for  the  protoction  of  American  aea- 


on  the  final  passage  of  the  bill  extending  the 
powers  of  the  Survejor  General  of  the  dis- 
trict of  Louisiana   .....     141    . 

on  the  final  paaaage  of  the  bill  for  classing 
the  militia 141 

on  striking  out  the  fonrlh  section  of  the  bill 
to  punish  counterteilera  of  ^le  current 
coins I4S 

on  the  final  pasaege  of  the  sajne  .        .     163 

on  the  bill  to  prevent  the  abuse  of  their  prij. 
ilege  b;  foreign  Ministers       -        •      166, 166 

on  the  biU  for  the  relief  of  Captain  Peter 
Landaia 183,164 

on  the  final  paaaage  of  the  bill  to  authorize 
the  State  of  Tennessee  to  issue  grante, 


Ac 184 

on  the  final  paaaage  of  the  bill  to  incorporate 
the  Presbyterian  congregation  of  George- 
town, Uislrict  of  Columbia      -        .        -     190 

on  the  final  passage  of  the  bill  regulating 
grants  and  providing  for  the  di^ioeal  of 
land  south  of  Tennessee         -        -        -    308 

on  strikiog  out  an  amendment  to  the  Acmj 
regulations  as  to  the  mode  of  weanng  the 
hail 310 

on  recommitting  the  bill  for  the  relief  of 
Hamot  Caramalli   .        -        -        -        -    33fi 

on  the  final  passage  of  the  bill  to  repeal  ao 
much  of  anj  act  ai  to  authorize  the  receipt 
of  evidences  ofpQblic  debt  in  payment  fat 
lands     -        - 83T 

on  the  third  reading  of  the  bill  authorizing  a 
bridge  over  Potomac  river       ...    sso 

on  ordering  to  a  Ihird  reading  the  bill  to  pro- 
hibit the  importation  of  certain  goods,  &c.    33S 

on  postponing  to  the  next  session  the  Pato- 
mac  bridge  biU 334 

on  postponing  the  bill  to  prohibit  the  Armj 
and  Navj  officeia  from  holding  civil  of- 
fice         33S 

on  the  bill  to  prohibit  the  importatian  of  car- 
tain  goods,  warea,  dec    ....    340 

on  amending  the  bill  making  aj^iropnationa 
to  carry  into  effect  the  Chiclusaw  treaty  •    343 

on  amending  the  bill  repealing  the  dutiea  on 
salt,  and  for  oUur  purpoaes     -        -        .    247 

on  the  motion  to  expunge  from  the  Journals 
ovsiytbing  in  relation  to  the  memoi'  '  ' 
8.  G.  Ogden  and  Willian  Smith    ' 


Boate  Proceeding*  and  DAate: 


HOUSE  OF  RBPR&SBNTATITES. 


A. 


g  the  fithing-boun^  pitjed 
ibr,  read  uid  coDcuned  in       -        -        -    471 
Abtdhion  Coniention,  memori*!  of  the  American, 

read,  and  referred  to  a  select  commiUea  •  448 
Aecoonta,  appointment  of  a  committee  of-  -  S66 
Adjournment,  aundrj  motions  relating  Ui,  pml- 

poned 830 

a  joint  committee  appointed  to  fix  a  day  for    9l  8 
the  Senate  do  not  agree  to  the  appoiutmeDt 

003 


1.  reaoIutioD  to  adjonm  on  the  I8th  of  April 

■ent  to  the  Senate  for  concurrence  -        -    »»« 
agreed  to  with  an  amendment,  which  vt* 

also  agreed  to 1033 

die  comnittee  vait  on  the  Preeideiit  and 
inform  him  of  the  intended     -        .        -  1116 
Adftn,  Michael,  copj  of  a  letter  front,  to  Joseph 

Charabera     ......  1190 

Aggreaaioni,  aeTera]  reaolatiaila  in  relatioli  to, 
committed  on  our  commerce  by  the  Tesaeia 
of  foreign  nationa,  reed  and  referred  to  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole        •        -    *    •     SOS 

•  debate  thereon 896 

(See  Kon-Importatum — Non-Initrwurte — 
SritUh  JggreMioai.) 
AInuider,  Hr^  remarks  of,  on  the  Navy  appro- 
priations         1002 

on  Mr.  Bari;'a  reaotation  in  the'case-of  the 
memorials  of  Ogden  and  Smith  -  •  1001 
Aluandria,  memorial  of  the  Common  Council 
of,  prajing  ibr  a  quarantine,  read  and  re- 
ftrred  to  the  Committee  of  Commerce  and 
MauDbcmre* 380 


MTolationa^  penaiont 


of  al 


373 


-    SB& 


340,3 


Amor;,  Fmcia,  a  report  on  At  petition  at,  re- 
ftmd  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole 
•D  Dn&iorabic  report  thereon  concurred  in 

Armed  VeMcIa,  report  from  the  Secretary  of  the 
Narf  on  thia  condition  of  the  paMie 

A7miate«d,  Theodorick.     (Bee  George,  brig.) 

Army  of  the  United  BtaUm,  a  aelect  committee 
appointed  to  prepare  rules  andregnlalionB 
for  die  government  of  the       ... 
t  bill  reported  by  said  committee,  read  tnice 


debated  in  Committee  of  the  Whole  - 
amended,  and  pn^reu  reported 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  .        -        - 
further  amended  and  recommitted 
Teibally  amended,  and  ordered   to   bi 


Bdm. 


ita 


en  the  toll  for  ^  payment  of  witni 
die  impsschment  ease    .        .        .        - 

on  the  resolution  to  porehaae  certain  co^ea 
of  the  Journals  of  Congress   >        •        ■ 

in  reply  to  Mr.  Leib'a  motion  (o  discharee 
tbe  Committee  of  the  Whole  from  the 
fiutlMr  eonaidemtion  of  Mr.  Gregg's  res- 
olution  763 

OD  Mr.  Handolph's  motion  that  the  Com. 
mittee  rise,  (same  subject)       ...     778 

on  Mr.  J.  Clay's  motion  to  the  same  effect, 
(on  Mr.  Nieholaon'i  reeolution)      .        •    79S 

«n  Mr.  Randolph's  reeolution  relating  to  plt|. 
ralily  of  offices 884 

on  the  same  gentleman's  motion  in  relation 
to  tlie  secret  journal        -        .        -        .    eso 

«i  Mr.  Randolph's  resolation  rdsting  to  the 
lepeal  of  tbe  du^  on  salt        -        -        -1081 

on  Hie  motion  ttwt  B.  O.  Ogden  and  W. 
ftnbb  haie  leaTe  to  withdraw  their  peti. 
tioDi I0B8 

on  the  Senate's  amendment  to  the  bill  re- 
pealiiig  the  dntiea  on  salt,  Ac        -        -  1006 

mt  the  adherence  of  tbe  Senate  to  their 
amondmont  after  oenfarenee  -  -  1101 


bill  read  and  smendmenti  referred 

report  thereon  read,  and  ordnod  to  lie  on 
the  table 7T8 

some  of  the  Senate's  amendments  agreed  to, 
and  other*  djugreed  to  -        -        -        -     838 

the  Senate  inaat,  and  aak  ■  eoobrenoe        -     849 

the  eonftvenoe  agreed  to,  and  msnagen  ap- 
pointed-       ...---     878 

tiie  act  a*  perfected    -        -        -        .        .  1358 
if  sandiy  offioara  of  the,  aerring 
praying  augmentation   of 
pn,  referred  to  tiM  Secretary  of  War     -    841 

the  Secretary'a  refiort  Ihareon,  read  and  re- 
fenod  to  a  CommiHee  of  the  Whole       -     091 
Anns  and  Ammunitian,  a  trill  reported  to  pnriilb- 
it  fbr  a  limited  time  Oie  exportation  of, 
twieeread M4 

read  a   third  time,  amended,  debated^  end 
postponed      ...        -  M8  to  «7» 

Aumer  diacnaaed,  amended,  and  reeommit- 

-     «7» 


reported    with    smendmenta, 
concurred  in,  and  tiie  bill  as 
dered  to  a  third  reading  - 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed,  « 
Army  and  Navy,  a  lull  to  prerent  ofEoers  of  the, 
bom   holding  or  exercising  civil  office, 
twice  read  and  committed        ,        -        .     938 
Ash,  George,  a  report  from  the  Committee  on 

Public  Lands,  on  tbe  petitiou  of  .  -  471 
a  resolution  to  instruct  the  Committee  on 
Public  lisnda  to  inquire  into  the  expedi- 
ent of  granting  •  [H»«mption  right  la  -  483 
AAens,  Georgia,  a  reeolutien  Greeting  the  Poet- 
master  Geneial  to  report  the  state  of  Ike 
mad  from,  to  New  Orleaaa,  dt(i.  -    799 

the  Poatmaater   General's  report  in  ivflf 
thereto  ..--•.-    839 
Atkinson,  John,  and  otiker*,  affidarit  of       -        -  1180 


Barker,  Watiaiu,  affldnTtt  of 


byCOOgIC 


BouK  Proceeding*  and  Debate*. 


Buretlo,  Fniucii,  k  report  on  tha  petition  of,  k- 
fisrrad  to  the  oomiBitteBOD  the  petition  of 
John  McFideo  mnAFjvada  Johonnot     - 

Butrop,  P.  H.  F,,  petition  of;  read  »nd  refemd 
to  the  Committee  on  Indim  ASun 

Btfou  PJFJTc,  ddicomenlB  ihowinK  it  la  be  ■  put 
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BcwuniTchaii,  Mwlua!)  A.  G.  ie,  a  petition  of 

Teferred  to  the  Cammitlee  of  CUims    ,  - 

■n  tiD&TOTsble  report  thereon  referred   to 

Committee  at  the  Whole 
■nodiet  petitiDn  of,  refeired 

of  Claimi      ..... 
•  raport  thereon  read,  and  ordered  to  lie 

the  table 

Bedle?,  John,  election  of,  ta  Clerk  of  the  Houm 
of  Beprewnlatiica 

•n  allowuiM  made  to,  fin  e' 

Bedinger,  Mr.,  remark*  ai,  on  the  etanding  mlea 

of  the  House  ..... 

on  the  resolution  to  tax  the  importatioD  of 

on  die  Senate's  bilt  In  bvor  of  the  Bociet4 
of  Harmonj  •        ... 

against  poetponemeut  of  the   Cumberland 

(oad  wU 

Baneoet,  AnthooT,  and  olheis,  the  Committee  of 
Wa;*  and  Meaoa  meke  a  brorable  report 
on  the  petition  oi^  irhich  i«  reieiTed  to  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole 

the  report  thereof  cooudered,  and  pngtMs 

reported 3S1 

BtMon./olJen,  depoaitiMiaf      ....  1309 
Bidirdl,  Mr.,  remarks  ot,  on  introducifiK  a  reso- 
lution     US 

In  rep);  to  objection*  ....    S61 

Ml  Uie  bill  to  prohibit  the  eipoitatioa  of 
■nn*,  &c ST3 

motioo  to  amend  the  reeolntien  in  honor  of 
General  Galon        .        ■        -      377,  SM,  81S 

Mmvks  of;  on  the  bill  aothorisinB  a  detach- 
ment of  militia       .....    405 

an  Sax  motion  to  dt*dM^c«  t^  Committee  of 
Waji  and  Means  from  that  pari  of  ifae 
President's  Message  relating  to  iMlltral 
right* *H 

M  the  bill  to  tai  the  impottatiea  of  ^ns  -    436 

on  the  reaoliMlon  relating  to  delanee  of  ports 
and  haibon Mi 

speech  ot;  on  Mr.  QittS''  nofi'iinpatlation 
rssotstion       ......    BSO 

he  motion  to  (•oommit  a 
to  iHohitnt  importatiui,  dee.    -    874 

on  Mr.  RandoljA'i  resolntion  retating  to  plu- 
ralitjofoOee*        ....     SW,  9t8 

on  the  biU  10  repeal  the  dniiss  m  salt,  Ac     1060 

on  the  matieo  that  8.  6.  Ogden  and  S. 
Smith  hsTo  leaie  V>  withdraw  their  me- 

mptkl 1089 

BOb,  thCManding  rales  in  relation  to        -        -    391 
Bingamsn,  Adam,  affidarit  of   ...        -  1198 
Blad^edge,  Mr.,  speech  of,  an  the  motion  to  dis- 
charge the  Committee  of  the  Whole  from 
the  Airlhor  coDsideimtion  of  Mr.  Gregg's 
resohilion 767 

remark*  of,  on  introducing  a  resolution  to 
prohibit  credit  on  public  land*  -        -    849 


Blairean,  French  ship,  an  unfavorabte  report  on 
the  petition  of  the  owners  of  the,  prsjing 
remission  of  dotiea,  referred  to  Commit- 
tee  of  WaTs  and  Means         -        .        -    899 

Blakely,  John,  extract  of  a  letter  from,  the  Sec- 

retarjofSule llgg 

Blodget,  Samuel,  nKmorial  <ii,  relatiTe  to  the 
Unireritj  of  WashingtOT,  refened  to  • 
mcial  committee 301 

Blount,  Mr.,  remarks  of;  on  Ae  resolution  to  par- 
ehase  oertaia  copes  of  the  Journals  vf 
Congress        .        .        .        i        .        .    5f| 

BodiD,  Gaapard,  and  others,  deposition  of  ■        •  1X14 

Burdeanz  embargo  dainw,  a  biB  to  authorize  pt  j- 
ment  of  the,  at  the  Treasnty  of  the  United 
States,  read  twice  and  refeired  to  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole        -        .        .        -    9S3 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....    938 
read  a  tiiird  time,  and  passed      ...    938 

Books,  in  the  German  language,  a  letter  tecompa- 
nied  b;  two,  laid  before  the  House  bj  (he 
Speaker,  and  rofiMTed  to  a  *peci|l  com- 
mittee   .......    376 

s  report  tberem,  the  Librarian  directed  to 
reeeiTe  the  same,  and  the  Speaker  re- 
quested to  acknowledge  their  receipt        -    674 

Boston,  memorial  of  the  merchant*  of,  relating  to 


«K. 


Bawjer,   Captain,  extract  of  a  letter  ftam   to 

Lieutenant  Colonel  Freeman  -        .        .  IMS 
Bieck,  William,  a  resolution  reported  in  bror  iif 
paying   expenses  incorred   by,  whidl  is 
Bgreed  to,  and  a  bill  ordered  in  pursnano* 

tbeveef 470 

BroTeU,  M.  8.,  widow,  deposition  of  -        .  Itlt 

Bridgeport,  Connecticut,  a  bill  for  building  a  bea- 
con orpieral,  and  finotherpuiposes,  read 
twice  and  eommilled      .       -        .       .    ssg 
amended,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading    •    S38 
read  a  tUrd  time,  s^  passed     -        .        -    9(9 
Briliih  aggressions,  a  Message  &om  the  Preii> 
dent,  partly  conSdential,  with  snndiy  doc- 
uments in  relation  to       •        .        -        .    843 
a  di>cUB*ion  on  the  reference  of  said  Mes- 
sage, which  is  finallT  itfened  in  part  (o 
the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  and 
in  part  to  a  select  committee    ...    S4S 
Mr.  Gregg's  resolntion  on  the  subject  of      •    41S 
Mr.  Nicholson's  do  do       -        -        -    4St 

Mr.  Sloan's         do  do        -        -        .    4M 

speMsbes  on        3S4,  413,  441,  638,  6M,  748,  76X, 
767,  793,  874,  et  piutim. 
British  dependencies,  Mr.  Crowinshield's  resoln- 
lion  to  call  on  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ui;  for  a  statement  of  exports  and  import* 
to  and  from,  agreed  to    -        -        -        •    4S1 
report  of  the  Secretary  in  raN?  -        -        •    631 
Briti^  army,  a  petition  of  sund^  officers  who 
served  in  the,  previous  to  the  Revolution, 
praying  to  be  confirmed  in  certain  grants 
of  iand  made  by  the  King  of  Great  Brit- 
ain, referred  to  the  Committeo  on  Public 
Lands    .        -        -        .        ■        -        .981 
Broom,  Mr.,speeiA  of;  on  the  taxing  the  import- 
ation of  slavM        ....     ses,  zn 
Bureh,  Samnel,  a  rewdnlion  to  allow  ct 
tion  to,  for  oertain  servic 


,Cooglc 


House  Proceedingt  and  Debate*. 


Page. 
BnuDeaa,  the  Seiute  appoint  a  joint  committee 

to  report  on  the  neceeury,  ice.        -        -    761 
the  Honee  appoinl  a  joint  committM  -    TT9 

Teport  of  the  conimitlM  tbsreon,  ordered  to 

lie  on  the  UUe BSl 

Bynkershoeck,tho  tateBaron,  a  copy  of  Ihenorka 
of,  preMQted  for  the  Libniiy  of  Congrex 
by  Mt-  R-  H.  Goldiborongh,  of  Maiyland    440 

C. 
Cako,  Maiqui«  de  Cuh,  a  letter  frooi  to  the  Ooi- 

ernoi  of  Orleans     .... 
Campbell.  Mr.,  of  Maryland,  appointed  oneof  tha 

commiltee  to  wait  on  tbe  Preiident  to  in. 

Ibrm  him  of  the  readineaa  of  the  House  to 


rehia 
Campbell,  George  W.,  remarke  of,  on  the  bill  for 
the  defence  of  porta  and  harbors 
in  support  of  the  motion  to  postpone  the 

resolution  relatiTo  to  Yaioo  claims  - 
on  Mr.  Gregg's  non-importation  reaolntion 
on  Mr.  Randolph's  resolution  relating  to  plu 

rality  of  offices        .... 
relHtiQg  to  the  journal  of  secret  proceeding*    W% 
Cape  Hattenu.     (See  Shoab.) 
Cape  I-^k  Out.     (See  do.) 
Capitol,  a  bill  pre«enteJ  making  appropriation  for 
completing  the  South  ning  of  the,  read 
twice  and  committed      ....    689 
amended  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading,  and 

read  a  third  lime  and  passed   -        .        .  1016 
a  committee  appointed  to  wait  on  the  .Presi- 
dent filh  a  request  that  ho  will  take  efleo 
lual  measures  to  have  the  said  wing  fin. 
ished  by  the  next  session  of  Congress      -  10B3 

the  act  as  perfected 13S4 

Caramalli  Hamet.    (See  Hamti  CaranmJii.) 
Chairman,  a  new  rule  added  to  the  standing 

rules  in' relation  to  the,  of  •  comaiittM    -    800 
Chamber  of  Commerce  of  Philadelphia,  memo* 

rial  of  the,  read  and  referred  -        -        •    301 
Chambers,  JoBCjh.eitrflCt  of  a  letter  from,  to  the 

Seorelarj- ofWar   -        -        .  1178,1179 

protest  of 1178 

copy  of  K  letter  (Voai  to  Michael  Aelava 
Chandler,  Mr.,  speech  of,  on   Mr.   Piicholson' 
non-importation  resolution 
in  support  of  Mr.  Randolph's  resolution  rr 

Uting  to  the  repeal  of  the  duty  on  salt    ■  1035 
Chaplains,  a  joint  reeolntion  from  the  Senate  for 
the  appointment  of  two 
the  resolution  concurred  in         -        -        - 
Cbarleslown,  Virginia,  a  report  agabst  the  peti- 
tion of  the   inhabitants  o^  praying  that 
said  place  may  be  made  a  port  of  entry 
and  delivery,  whicJi  is  read,  debated,  and 
referred  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole 
a  motion  to  consider  said  report  negative 
Cherokee  Indians,  the  President  transmits  a  c 
vcntion  with  the,  which  is  referred  - 
a  bill  reported  to  carry  Ihe  some  into  cHecl, 

read  twice,  and  committed      ...  1064 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....  1065 

laid  on  the  table 1079 

tht  bill  recommiteJ 1083 

Cbeaapeake  and  Delaware  Canal,  an  unfavorable 
report  on  the  petition  of  the  President  and 
Directors  of  the,  referred  to  the  Commit. 
I«e  of  the  Whole fi3« 


CbeTalier,  J.  A.    (8««  Beaumorcnau.) 
Chickasaw  tribe,  a  bill  presented  to  carry  inla 
effect  a  treaty  with,  read  twico  and  OMD- 

mitted lOlO 

amended  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading       .    lOlS 
read  a  third  time,  debated,  and  passed  -    lOtt 

returned  from  the  Senate  with  an  amtnid. 

ment 1068 

the  House  disagree  to  Ihe  ajnendment  and 

idhere 10« 

Cincinnati,  a  bill  Irom  the  Senate  to  authoriie  the 
sale  of  ■  lot  of  land  in  the  town  of,  rewl 
twice,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on 

Public  Landa 4M 

reported  without  amendment,  and  comruitted 

to  a  Committee  of  Ihe  Whole  -  -  -  4&5 
amended,  and  orderedto  a  third  reading  .  ASS 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended    •     48S 


the  act  perfected 


'  1176 


the  Secrelaiy  of  War 
copy  of  a  letter  from,  to  Gavemor  Folch 
copy  of  a  letter  from,  to  the  Secretai7  of 

SUte  -  .  -  .  1181,  IIBS,  IIBB 
Claims,  members  of  the  Committee  of  .  .  SfiS 
Clark,  George  Rogem,  a  petition  of,  read  and  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands  301 
L  unfavorable  repoM  thereon  -  .  .  301 
Clark,  Mr.,  lema^  of,  on  the  resolntion  to  tax 

the  importation  of  ^ves        -        .     347,  3S8 
'     in  opposition  to  the  Sode^  of  Harmony  bill     473 
objections  of,  to  a  lottery  kr  the  Church  in 

Georgetown,  dec.  -  -  .  .  .  478 
remarks  of^  on  the  Yaiooclaims  -  -  -  489 
remarks  of,  on  the  resolution  to  amend  die 

Constitution 500,  £03 

speech  of,  on  Mr.  Gregg's  non-imporlatiim 

resolution 660 

remarks  of,  introductory  to  a  resalutian  of 

inqniry  into  the  conduct  of  the  PoaUnaster 

General 831 

advocates  the  indefinite  postponement  of  the 

Cnmbeiiand  Road  bill  .  .  .  .  B3& 
speech  of,  on  the  motion  to  rajsct  the  Sen. 

ate  bill  in  relation  to  VaMO  daima  -  -  WW 
remarks  of,  on  thebillretattnf  lotheplnnGty 

of  offices 1008 

remarks  of,  on  Mr.Early'sresolution.in  case 

of  the  memorials  of  Ugden  and  Smith    -  1090 
Clason,  Isaac,  a  report  on  the  petition  of,  read 

and  referred  .--...    306 
Claxton,  Thomas,  appointment  of,  as  DooAeq>er    355 
an  allowance  made  to,  for  extra  senices      .    4t9 
C^y,  Joseph,  appointed  one  of  the  commilteo  on 

the  President's  Message  -  -  -  -  364 
temarks  of,  on  the  hill  to  prohibit  die  eipint- 

ation  of  arms,  &c.  >        .        .        .371 

remarks  on  the  motion  to  present  a  sword 

to  Generai  Eaton  .  ■  -  X7T,  380,314 
remarks  on  the  bill  r^>arted,  in  the  cue  of 

the  brig  George 361 

remarks  on  the  hill  relating  to  foreign  coins    398 
remarks  on  the  bill  Imposing  a  tai  on  the  im. 

portation  of  slaves  .  .  .  .  .438 
remarks  introductory  of  sundry  reaolutiont 

on  tile  subject  of  non-intercourse  with 

Great  Brium «1 

remarks  on  the  postponement  of  the  resolu- 
tion to  amend  Ihe  Couflitution        •        -MIT 


_,oglc 


^mae  Prveeedingw  aitd  Debattt. 


Clsj,  Jauph.  TBmuks  of — continiicd.  Page- 

lemaAi  on  the  St.  Dominga  bill        -        -    612 
remarks   on   Mr.  Gtogg'a  non-importation 

rCBolution       ----..     549 
molion  of,  that  the  Committee  of  the  Wholo 
liie.  from  the  conrideraCion  of  Mr.  Niehol- 
•on'a  non-importation  retoladon      -        -    793 
■peech  ot,  in  Bupport  of  that  molion     •        •    797 
•peach  on  Mr.  NicboUon'a  rciolation  -        -    8I& 
aperch  on  Mi.  Randalph's  resolutions  relat- 
ing to  pinralit;  of  offices         -        884,929,830 
speech  on  the  same  gentleman's  motion,  in 

relationto  the  Secret  Jaaroal  -        -        -    961 
U  called  to  onlei  bj  the  Speaker         -        -    962 
another  ipecch  of,  on  the  same  lubject        -    976 
on  die  bill  relating  to  plurality  of  offices    106,  lOS 
on  navy  appropristians      ....  1018 
on  the  bill  to  repeal  the  dnlies  on  salt  •        -  1067 
Cleghom,  John,  petition  of,  read       -        -        -    249 
Clerk  of  the  Houee,  a  resolalJon  autboriiing  the, 
to  continue  his  contracts,  or  advertise  for 
new  ones,  for  supplies  of  printing,  station- 
ery, and  Fuel,  far  the  next  sesaion    -        -  HOT 
ClerltB,  B  bill  from  the  Senate  to  fix  the  compen- 
sation of;  dtc.  .,        ...    997 
read  twice,  and  committed        ...  1010 
amended,  slid  ordered  to  lie  on  the  tabic    '  1038 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended  .  1079 

the  art  as  perfected 1280 

Clinton,  Mr.,  remarks  of,  on  ports  and  harbors  878, 623 
obtains  leave  (rf  absence      ....    933 
Clopton,  Mr.,  speech  of,  on  prohibiting  importa- 
tions, dtc,  from  Great  Britain         -         .     862 
CoH),  Arthur,  affidavitof-        -        -     '-        .1188 
Coins,  a  bill  reported  to  revive,  &c,  the  act  regu- 
lating foreign SM 

debate  on  the  same 298 

amended,  read  twice,  and  ordered  to  a  third 

reading ...----  300 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -  -  -  300 
returned  li^m  the  Senate,  with  amendments  921 
amendments  and  bill  referred  -  -  -  933 
amendments  of  the  Senate  agreed  to,  with 
amendments  -...-•    938 

the  aa  as  perfected 1363 

Collection  ofduties.  (See  Imporii  and  Tonrtage.) 
Colonial  trade,  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means  discharged  from  so  much  of  the 
President's  Message  as  relates  to  depreda- 
tions on  our,  and  the  aabjecl  referred  to 
the  Committee  0/  the  Whole  ...  409 
Commerce  and  MatiafiKlores,  members  of  the 

committee  on         ....        -    363 
Committee  of  Accounts,  resolutions  instructing 

them  to  pay  the  Doorkeeper  and  laborers  1107 

Committees,  appointment  of  the  standing  -        -     366 

of  the  Whole  House,  rules  regulating  the 


II  of 


391 


Mr.  Sloan's  resolutions  relating  to  the  man' 

ner  of  oppoinlirg  and  governing    -        .  1116 
Confidential  communications,  a  committee  ap- 
pointed to  inquire  and  report  whether  any 
alteration  should  be  made  in  the  standing 

rules  relating  to **8 

Conrad,  Mr.,  remarks  of,  on  dafenca  of  ports  and 

harbors 396 

on  the  Sfloate  bill  relating  to  the  Society  of 

Harmony 464,473 

on  a  resolution  to  amend  the  ConstitutioD  •    499 


Conrad,  Mr.,  remarks  oF— continued.  Page. 

on  a  motion  to  dischsrge  the  Committee  of 

the  Whole  Irom  fuidieT  eonsideralion  of 

Mr.  Gregg's,  non-importation  resolution   -     764 

on  the  motion  to  reject  the  Senate's  Taioo 

bill,  so  called 916 

1020 


1  the  bill  : 


in  amendment 


1099 


pealing  the  duly  oi 

Constitution,  Mr.  Randolph  offers  m 
to  the,  relating  to  judges 
a  debate  thereon 
the  same  postponed    - 
simdry  resolutions  to  amend  the,  presented 
and  laid  on  the  table      .        .        -        - 
Mr.  Newton's  resolution  called  up,  and  refer- 
red to  the  Committee  oC  the  Whale    - 
Contingent  expenses,  a  resolution  toinatrncl  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  to  inquire 
into  the  expediency  of  a  law  requiring  the 
Secretaries  of  the  several  Departments  to 
report  annually  a  detailed  account  of  their    863 
Contingent  Fond,  the  President  of  the  United 

States,  transmits  an  account  of  the  -        -    340 
ContractOTB,  an  amendment  proposed  to  the  Con- 
stitntion  to  exclude,  from  a   seat  in  ei- 
ther House  of  Congress,  referred  to  the 
Committecof  the  Whole        -        -        .    033 
Contracts,  a  resolution  directing  the   Postmas- 
ter General  to  report  a  list  of  the  names 
of  persons  holding,  for  carrying  mail,  &c.     761 
report  of  the  Postmsster  General  in  obedi- 
ence thereto  ------    838 

Cook,  Mr.,  remarks  of,  on  defence  of  ports  and 

harbor* 633,636 

in  favor  of  third  resolution  on  that  subject  -    B4S 
on  the  motion  to  reject  the  Senate's  Yaioo 

biU  (so  called) 907 

Copper,  a  bill  lading  a  duty  01 


0  prohibit  the  exportation  of 


15' 

Cory,  William  and  Caleb,  depoaition  of  - 
Cranston,  John  L.,  snd  others,  deposition  of 
Chittenden,  Mr.,  of  Vermont,  remarks  of,  on  the 

bill  authorizing  a  detachment  of  militia 
Crown  inahield,  Mr.,  appointed  on  (he  joint  com- 
mittee to  wait  on  the  President 
remarks  of,  on  s  resolution  lo  instruct  the 
Committee  of  Commerce  and  Manufac* 
tures  relative  lo  the  colleclion  of  duties, 
and  on  bia  own  resolution  on  the  same 

on   the  bill 

arms,  &e.- 
on  the  bill  reported  in  the  case  of  the  brig 

George 

introductory  of  a  resolution  relating  to  im- 

on  a  molion  to  discharge  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means  from  that  part  of  the 
President's  Message  relating  to  neutral 

introductory  of  a  motion  to  call  on  the  Sec* 
TBlaiy  of  the  Treasury  for  a  statement  of 
import*  and  eiports  during  the  year  1803 

on  a  resolution  to  regulate  trade  with  the 
West  Indies 

in  snppoTt  of  his  report  against  making 
Charieatown,  in  Virginia,  a  port  of  entry 
and  delivery  ..--•• 


938 
1161 
1163 


lyCoogle 


«  Proceeding*  and  Debate*. 


Crowninahield,  Mr.,  Mmarks  oF— 

on  tbe  bill  to  prohilut  inlcrcoune  with  SU 

Dotnuiga       •         .....  sio 
on    Mr.  Gregg'i    Don-importation    rewlu- 

tion 562,  760 

on  continuing  the  Mediterrsnean  fund        -  106S 
Cnmbeiland,  Maryland,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  to 

regulate  the  lading  out  and  making 'a  road 

IVom,  hi  the  Sute  of  Ohio        -        -        -  SO 
read  and  referred  to  a  CommJRee  of  the 

Whole 388 

reported  nith  tmeDdmenta          ...  S17 

debate  on  a  motion  to  postpone  the  bill       -  83fi 

the  question  on  poatponement  negatived     -  B37 

the  bill  w  amended  ordered  to  a  third  readillf  SSS 

read  a  Ulird  lime,  and  paawd  aa  amended   -  840 

the  act  as  perfected 1336 

Current  Coin,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  to  puniah 

counterfeitera  of  the        -        -        -        -  SSe 

read  twice,  and  committed  -        •        -        -  676 

read  a  third  time,  and  paaaed      •        -        -  1 100 

the  act  B(  perfected ISM 


Dade,  John,  and  othera,  depoaition  of  -  •  llCfi 
Dftna,  Mr.,  remarks  of,  on  the  reaolntioo  to  tai 

the  importation  of  elavea  349,  369,  363,  373 
on  the  defence  of  porta  and  bubor*  -  383,808 
on  Hr.  Barl/s  reaoltition  relating  to  defence 

of  porta  and  barbora  ....  393 
OD  the  bill   anthoriiing  a  detachmml  of 

militia 401, 406 

on  die  bill  imposing  a  lax  on  the  importa- 

tiouofalaTei 439 

on  die  bill  to  prohibit  intercourae  with  St. 

Dotaiago  .--.--  613 
expreaeee  awiah  thai  Mr.  Clark's  resolution 

of  inquiry  into  the  condnet  of  the  Poat- 

maater  General  should  lie  over  for  a  daj  83S 
apeech  ol^  on  foreign  aggresaions  -  -  BS6 
qteech  on  Mr.  Randolph's  motion  in  rela- 

tioD  to  the  secret  journal  •  -  -  907 
lemarka  at,  on  Oie  contingent  eipenaes  of 

theNa»j 999,1019 

movea  to  atiike  out  the  eighth  Mdion  of  the 

bill  fer  redemption  of  the  pnUic  debt  -  1063 
on  the  bill  to  repMl  the  dutiee  on  aab,  dec.  1060 
on  the  reaelution  of  Mr.  Barlj,  in  the  oaae 

of  the  memorial  of  Ogden  A.  Smith  -  lOVO 
Duiiah  Consul,  at  Tripoli,  a  resolutioB  to  in- 

qnin  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  the  &•• 

tnre  and  eitenl  of  the  aerrice  rendered  to 

the  captain  and  crew  of  the  Philadelphia, 

l^the 440 

report  of  the  Secretary  in  reply  thereto,  ttmA 

and  referred  to  a  adect  committee  -  -  686 
a  report  thereon,  with  •  reaohtion  in  honor 

or  the,  read  twice,  and  ordered  to  a  third 

reading 828 

nad  a  third  time,  and  paased  Bnanimondj  829 
fhe  resolntian  as  approved  -        -  IS96 

Darien,  Georgia,   a  ruolution  to  ijutraet  tho 

Committee  of  Commeroe  and  ManiAc- 

tures  to  eieet  the  town  of,  into  a  port  of 

•ntiy 38S 

Dawfon,  Mr.,  remarka  of,  on  the  bill  (o  prohibit 

theeiportalion  of  anna,  &C.  -  .  -  171 
on  the  resolution  to  tax  the  importation  irf' 

slaves  (with  a  motit 


Dawson,  Mr.,  remarks  of —  ^t*- 

on  defence  of  ports  and  barbora        377,  380,  387 

on  Mr.  Gariy'a  resalutioo  on  the  same  aub- 
ject        -        -        -        •       394, 306, 633,  SSS 

OB  the  oration  to  discharge  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means  from  that  part  of  tba 
Freaident'a  Messtge  relating  to  neutral 
rights -        -     4M 

on  Mr.  Randol^'a  resolution  relating  to 
plurality  of  offices 801 

v>  the  same  gentleman's  motion  in  relstiaa 
to  the  secret  Journal        ....     f(tt 

on  the  Inll  for  fortifying  the  porta  and  har- 
bors        IMS 

Debts  due  by  the  United  States.    (Bee  Oulai 

Stata  Dd>l.) 
Decorum  and  Debate,  rules  relating  to       -       ■  -    SM 
Denmark.    (See  Henritk,  brigantme.) 
Direct  I'ai,  a  resolution  to  instruct  the  Commit- 
tee of  Claims,  in  relation  to  eallectoca  of,     STS 

a  report  thereon,readandcomnutted  -        -     3>l 

resolutions  reported  and  agreed  to,  lefiuing 
Airther  allowance  to  collectora  of^    -        -     3S1 
District  of  Columbia,  a  committee  appomlsd  to 
inquire  into  the  juriadictian  M  the  Circuit 
Conrtoftho 3U 

reaolutiona  to  recede  the,  to  Maryland  and 
Virginia,  referred  to  the  Comniiuee  of  the 
Whole VA   , 

a  petition  of  the  inhabitants  of  Washii^toa 
county   in  the,  prajiug  a  reeeaaion   to 
Maryland  <rf  that  part  of  said  Oiatiict  ' 
taken  from  Montgomery  county,  referred 
with  the  resolution  aborementjoned         -     &St 

a  petitioD  of  the  Board  of  CommisHoocfa  of 
Washington  counter,  praying  that  titj 
property  may  be  taied  for  county  pv- 
poeea,  referred  to  a  select  committee        -    AM 

a  petition  of  sundry  inhabitants  of  the  bmac 
county,  praying  authorily  to  endoae  the 

Eiblic  grounds  on  certam  conditions,  rs- 
ned  to  the  last  committee     -        -        -    636  _ 
a  committee  appointed  to  bring  in  a  supple. 

mentaiy  bill  to  the  act  for  organizing  the 

militiauithe B4S 

a  bill  in  puratiance  Ihereirf^  presented,  reed 

twice,  and  committed  .  -  .  -  8M 
poatponed  indefinitely  ....  1066 
a  bill  from  the  Senate  to  regtdate  the  times 

for  holding  courts  in  the,  tvad  twice,  and- 

committed      ......  lOST 

biU  reported,  and  passed    ....  IIOO 

Ae  act  as  perfected    •-'-•.  It73 
a  bill  to  add  to  and  amend  sereml  acta  in 

rriation  to  the,  read  twice,  and  committed  160S 
Dodge,  Qeotge,  and  ofllera,  a  report  adrerae  to 

the  petition  of        .        -        -        -        .    7»» 
DooAeeper,  a  reeohitioa  to  flx  the  compenaatioii 

of  the S83 

a  resolution  to  allow  extra  compensation  to 

the SH 

referred  to  a  special  committee   -        -        ■    S97 
report  recommending  the  aDowanee,  agreed 

to 4sa 

Dorr,  John,  a  report  adTerae  to  the  petition  of, 

read,  and  agreed  to        -        -        •        .    SH 

Donglaa,  John,  memoria]  of;  complaining  of  the 
undue  etecthm  of  Michael  Leib,  refwivd 
to  the  Committee  of  Elections         -        .    33S 
a  report  adverse  to  the  pnycr,  agieed  to      •    33S 


INDEX. 


Bout  FroceetUng*  and  DebaUs. 


Drawback, » bill  to  extend  tb«  time  for  taking 
the  oath  and  ngnjng  the  bead  in  cue*  of. 
lead  twice,  and  comtnilled  to  a  Coomiit- 

tee  of  the  Whole 

(eonunutted  u  Committee  DrCouinierce  and 

Mannftctiuee         ..... 

an  anendatMy  biU  reported,  read  twice,  and 


a  report  finm  the  Committee  of  Commerce 
and  Hanufacturea,  on  a  petitton  for,  on 
debenture*,  lead  and  committed  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  .... 
Dunn,  Tbomaa,  a[^x>intment  of, 
Doorkeeper  -  -  - 
allowance  made  for  extra  een 


introductory  to  hi*  reaoliition  relating  to  Ihe 
contingent  eipenan  of  the  ■eieial  depart- 
ment*   .......a 

on  the  resolution  &r  defence  of  porta  end 

harbor*  --...-.3 
introdoctor;  of  hi*  own  reeolution*  on  the 
eaniB  BUbject  ....       391,  )9e,  6 

on  the  lull  for  the  payment  of  trilneeaea  in 

the  impeaduoent  case     .        -        ■        .    4 
on  the  St  Domingo  bill      -        -        •        -    fi 
■peech  of,  on  Mr.  Gregg'*  non-importation 
teatdutioD       .....      es3, 7 

■peach  on  Mr.  Leib'a  motion  to  diacharge  the 
Coipiatttee  of  the  Whole  from  the  farther 
conaideration  of  laid  reeolution        .        -    7 
advocate*  Mr.  J.  Clay'*  motion  that  the  lame 
Commitlee  riie  from  comideration  of  Mr. 
Nicholaoo's  reaolnlion     .        .        .        .    1 

remark*  of;  on  Mr.  Randolph'*  plorali^  ree- 
olntiooB  ......    g 

rtnark*  pn&eing  a  reaolntiron  on  the  memo- 
rial* at  Ogdeo  &  Smith  -        •        .10 
Eaton,  Gan.  William,  a  raaolntion  in  booor  a( 

referred  to  Committee  of  the  Whcda        -    I 
a  diactteaioa  of  the  aaid  reioluttou        -        -    9 
whkh  )*  amended  bj  atriking  out  "  aword" 
and  inaerting  a  inedal  of  gold  with  tuiia- 

ble  deiice*" ! 

the  reeolntioD  referred  to  a  aaleot  oamaittee    ! 
their  report  thereon  referred  to  Committee  of 

the  Whole i 

a  debate  on  the  reaolution  a*  amended        -    ! 
the  raaolntion  reoommittad  •        -    i 

l^mrted,  and  again  referred  lo  Cemmittae  of 

the  Whole '. 

a  latter  from,  to  the  Speaker,  laid.befbte  the 
Home,  with  mndrj  document*  m  ai^poit 
of  a  claim  fcr  expenae*  incurred,  &«^  re- 
ferred to  Committee  of  the  Whole  -        -    ' 
a  &torable  report  thereon  made,  and  a 
ordered  for  hi*  relief,  which  ii 
twice  read,  and  committed 
the  bill  ordered  to  a  third  reading 
Mad  a  third  time,  and  ordered  to  lii 


fOr, 

_..j  __    VaihioEton,  twice  n 

and  committed 
Election*,  member*  of  the  Committee  on  -        -    SU 
a  twort  of  (aid  comnuttae  on  the  petitiaQ  of 

lluunaa  Spalding SOS 

the  report  b  debated  and  recommitted  304,  SOB 
aubatanoa  of  the  debate  on  aaid  report  SOT,  SIS 
a  partial  report  &OBI  the  oommittae,  on  the 

oadantial*  of  BMmbat*  retained  -    SIS 

Elhot,  Mr.,  remark*  of;  on  a  motion  to  rafer  •  part 

of  the  Preaideni'*  MeaHtge      -        •        •    tSB 
OD  the  leaolutioa  lo  pteient  a  iwokI  to  Qen. 

Eaton »77 

en  a  raaolntion  relating  to  impreaaed  aea- 


on  Mr.  Early'*  raaolntion  relating  to  defence 

of  porta  and  harboia        .... 
an  additional  reaolotioa  on  the  aame  mbject 

moTod  by      -        - 
■peech  of,  on  Mr.  Gregg'*  1 

reeolution       .        -        - 
Ellii,  Colonel,  the  Goremv. 

dor*  to 1197 

Elmer,  Mr.,  nmaik*  of,  <»  the  raaolntion  in  h«a- 

or  of  General  Baton       -        -        -        -    S17 
OB  the  reedniion  relating  to  deEuice  of  pcBta 

and  harbors    ......    MB 

on  the  bill  to  inoivpofale  the  Preabyterian 

Ch|irch  of  Gaergelown  .        -        •        -    47S 
n  the  St.  Domingo  bill      -        -        -        -    Bl< 
■     -         Mr.  Gregg'*  1 


en  Mr.  Randolph'*  reaolnlion*  ralatiog  to 
plnrali^  of  offioea  -        .        .        .        ■ 

on  the  eame  genllenian's  motion  relating  te 
the  secret  jonmel  -  .  -  .  ■ 
■   ■      •  ■      « salt,  fta.    ■ 


on  the  bill  to  reiMal  the  dutr  on  salt,  &a.    -  1 
Ely,  Mr.,  remarka  of,  on  the  reiomlion  relating  t« 
defence  of  porta  and  harbor*    .        -        • 
ID  the  Senate  bill  relating  to  Bode^  of  Har- 


Entranoe  and  claanneeafTeaaria,  a  reaolnlion  to 
initmct  the  Oommittae  of  Commane  and 
Manufacture*  (o  iuooire  into  the  expedi- 
ent^ of  altering  the  law  in  relation  to  the, 
in  oertaia  distncta  -  .... 
Eppea,  Mr.,  reaaoni  of,  for  moving  to  poetpeoa 
the  conaideratiaD  of  tbe  Vaioa  duDU 

remarks  of,  00  the  St.  Domingo  bill 

ipeoeh  oi,  on  Mr.  Gregg's 
reaotutioa       .        .        .        - 

speech  on  Mr.  Nichobon'a,  on  the  aai 
jeot 

qieach  on  Mr.  Eandolph'*  motion  nl* 
the  secret  jouinal    .        ■        - 

^eech  on  the  Navy  ^propoatioB* 

on  the  bill  ralaling  to  plurality  of  of"' 

DMta,  the  Sedetary  of  the  Nary'* 

aacalledbr 

Evana,  John,  and  othara,  a  pnHaal  ot,  m^, — 

Spaniah  aggreaaion*       .        -        -        -  llTt 
ETidencea  of  public  debt,  a  letter  fiom  the  8ao- 

letaiy  of  the  Treaauiy,  on  lltesutjectof    ItfiO 
Export*,  a  reoolutiaD  calling  on  the  Seeietaiy  of 
the  Treasury  for  a  statemeal  cd;  of  ail  fcr- 
aian  merchuuliaa  daring  the  last  three 
yeat* «» 


loai 


HauM  Proceedingt  tatd  DdxUea. 


■    439 
F. 
FinuiceB,  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Tream- 

rf,  on  the  Btate  of  the    -        ■        -        •  1146 
Findle;,  Mr.,  ipeEch  of.  on  Mr.  Gregg'e  Don-im- 

portatjon  reaolntion        ...      t\Q,  767 
remarki  of.  on  Mr.  Rand^ph's  allDaion 

■ulgecta  disciueed  with  doaad  doon 
lemarks  in  &*or  orpottponing  the  Qumbei- 

land  Road  bilt 

remaiks  on  Mr.  Randolph's  reaolutioa  relat- 
ing to  plurality  of  ofSces         -        -    886,937 
remarkfl  on  th£  aatne  member' 
lation  to  the  aectet  joaroal 
temarkB  on  tbe  adheience  of  the  Senate  to 
their  amendmenlof  the  ealt  bill      •        -  1102 
Firesnna,  a  reaoluljon  calling  on  the  Seoetary 
of  War  for  a  atatement  of  number  of,  ttc 
■  report  Irom  the  Secretaij  in  rej^  to  th 
reaolation       ..... 
Fi*b,  ■  reMlution  inalinctiiig  the  Committee  oi 
Commerce  and  Mannfoctnrea,  to  report  g 
bill  to  equaliae  the  bountiea  on 
Fishini  Bounty,  a  report  on  the  petition  of  Jon- 
athan Very,  preying  the,  agreed  to  - 
Fidi,  Mr.,  remarks  o^  on  the  reaoUitian  U 
the  importation  of  alavee 
on  the  reaolatioD  relating  to  defence  of  porta 

and  haibore    ..... 
on  Mr.  Randdph'a  reaolntion  relating  to  pit 

rality  of  officea      .        .        -        . 
oo  the  motion  to  reject  the  Senate  bill,  relet. 

iog  to  Vawo  lands 
on  Mr.  Randolph'!  motion 

aecrot  journal 
on  the  NiTy  sppropriationi 
Flanagan,  William,  affidavit  of  - 
Florida!,  the,  Mr.  Jackaon'sraaolation  calling  up- 
on the  Secretary  of  the  Treamry  to  Man- 
municate  an;  information  in  htt  poaaaa- 
aion  in  relation  to  an  aj^lication  aaid  to 
have  been  made  to  draw  money  from  the 
Treaiuiy,  belbre  an  appropriation  by  law, 
for  the  purchsH  of         -        .        ■        .    99G 
a  reply  to  the  TeiH>lDtian,by  the  Secretary  of 

the  Treaaury 1028 

Folch,  Governor,  copy  of  a  letter  from,  to  Gover- 
nor Claiborne         -        .        .        .        .  1177 
Fontineau,  widow,  depontion  of;  in  relation  to 

Bayou  Pierre  .....  i]og 

Foreign  aggreeaione.    (See  Non-uaportation  and 

BritUk  aggraiioiu.') 
Forieiturei,  Ac.     (See  Jaikeiai  Courtt.) 
Portificationa,   a  Mesaage   from   Ike  President, 
comaunicating  informatioo  aeked  for  in 
relation  to  the,  &c.         ....    475 
Prance,  doeumenta  ahoving  the  complaintamade 

by,againBtonrGomraercanithSt.Domingo  1216 
Franking  privilege,  a  reaolntion  instructing  the 
Committee  on  Poet  Offices  and  Poet  Roads 
to  inquire  into  abuses  of  the     -         -         -     !(57 
French  Bpatiationi,  a  bill  providing  for  the  pay- 
ment of  claims  for,  referred    -        .        .    S7S 
reported  without  amendment,  read  a  leeond 

time,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading        -    8EP7 
read  a  third  time,  and  paned      -        -        -    300 
returned  from  the  Senate  with  amendments, 
which  were  agreed  to     •        •        -        •    333 


French  Spoliations — continued.  P 

the  act  approved        -        -         -         ■  -  1 

a  supplementary  act  on  the  sarac  auliject      .   I 
Frigates,  and  other  public  vcasets,  a  reaolntion 
caUing  upon  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to 
report  the  condition  of  the      - 
a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  in 
rejdy  thereto  .        -        -        .         .         .    : 
Frying  Pane.     (See  Shoab.) 
Furs,  a  petition  of  the  Philadelphia  hattera,  pray- 
ing that  the  mode  of  vending  may  be  reg. 
ulated  by  law,  read  and  referred      -         .     9 
G. 
Gallatin,  Albeit,  letter  froa,  to  the   committee 
appointed  to  inquire  inln  the  expediency 
of  amending  the   act  relating  to  forieit- 


a,dtc 


(See  TreofuTg.) 
Galleries,  mottona  to  clear  the  -      333  to  833  patim. 
GaUiopoUs,  Ohio,  a  bilt  from  the  Senate  relating 
to  a  grent  of  land  lo  the  French  inhabit- 
ante  of  -        ■        -        ■        ■         -         -     414 
referred  to  Committee  of  the  Whole  -         •     439 
reported,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading       -     445 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed      -      '  -         .     447 
the  act  as  approved    -        .        .        .         .  tst; 

Gantt,  the  Rev.  Dr.,  the  Senate  inform  the  House 

that  they  have  elected,  as  Chaplain  -    SS3 

George,  the  brig,  reeolutioD  instructing  the  Com- 
mittee of  Commerce  and  Manuferlom  U 
take  into  conaideration  the  caae  of  .         -    275 
a  bill  reported  to  admit  to  entiy  the  brandy 
on  board  of,  referred        ....     38I 

debated  in  Committee  of  the  Whole  and  re- 
committed     ......    S83 

a  report  thereon  again  referred  ba  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole    383 

ordered  to  a  third  rending   -        -        .        .    386 
read  a  third  time  and  passed       -        -        .    393 
Gsorgelown,  Distrii^t  of  Commbts,  a  bill  to  incor- 
porate the  Presbyterian  Congregation  oC 
read  twice  and  committed       -        .        .     341 
ordered  to  a  third  reading,  after  debate        .     479 
read  a  third  time  and  pasaed       •        -         -     481 
the  act  as  approved    .        -        -        -         .  1233 
a  memorial  of  the  Corporation  of,  praying 
authority  to  the  Levy  Court  to  lay  a  tax  on 
city  property,  dec.,  referred  to  the  commit- 
tee on  a  similar  petition  of  the  Board  of 
Commissionera   of  Washington   county. 
District  of  (Columbia       -        -        -        -    635 
Georgia,  a  memorial  of  the  LegiaUtnre  of,  pray- 
ing that  a  diviaion  line  may  be  plainly 
marked  between  that  State  and  North  Ca- 

retina,  referred 340 

I  report  of  the  special  committee  thereon, 
referred  to  Committee  of  the  Whole        .    456 
Glendy,  the  Rev.  Mr.,  election  of,  as  Chaplain     -     JS7 
Goldsborough,  Robert  H.,  the  Speaker  revested 
to  address  a  letter  to,  acknowledging  the 
delivery  and  acceptance  of  certain  hooka 
presented  by-        -        -        -        -        -440 

Goldsborongih  Mr.,  remarks  of,  on  the  bill  relating 

to  a  Naval  Peace  EsUblishmenI      .        -    44? 
*  remarks  o{,  on  the  Senate  bill   relating  to 

Yazoo  hmds 907. 9I( 

is  excused  from  voting  on  said  hill,  and  ittt 
excuse  afUrwards  reacinded    -        -        .Vie 
Goodwyn,  Nathaniel,  and  others,  an  unfevoraUa 

report  on  the  petition  of,  agreed  to  -        -337 


Hmae  Proeeedwgt  and  Debalet. 


OoTemment,  ■  bill  n 


king  Bppropru 


la  for  the 


1009 


1010 


dcouiniitledtoComDiitleeof'  the  Whole  465 
reporCrd  nith  amendments  ...  878 
the   amendments  agrefd  to  by  Ihe  Uoiue, 

and  the  bill  ordered  to  ■  third  reading      -    679 
read  a  thiid  time,  and  paned      ...    879 
returned  from  the  Senate  with  amendmeDts 
bill  and  amendments  referred  to  Ihe  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means     ... 
a  non-agreement  reported  and  a  conference 

aaked     

Ihe  canferenee  »gT«eid  lo  by  the  Senate 
a  report  from  the  Managers,  a  message  fiDoi 
the  Benale,  and  the  two  Housea  agree     . 
the  act  as  approved    ..... 

Grand  Pre,  Governor  Charles,  a  letter  from,  to 
Governor  Wilhama         .... 

Granger,  Gideon,  a  committee  appointed  u>  in- 
quire into  the  conduct  of         -        -        - 
a  report  from  aaid  committee,  recomauDd- 
ing  a  poatponement  of  the  inquiry  until 
next  sessioD  of  Congress,  ordered  to  lie  on 
Ihe  table         -        -   '     - 
Ihe  consideration  of  the  report  inde^Dilely 
postponed       ...... 

Orappe,  Jean  Baptiale,  a  depoailion  of,  relating  to 

Byou  Pierre 

Grappe,  Francois,  a  deposition   of,  on  the  same 

Gregg,  Mr.,reinarkBof,on  the  reference  of  apor- 
tion  of  Ihe  President's  Message 

remarks  of,  introdactory  of  hie  reeolution  re- 
lating to  Ihe  Yazoo  claims       ... 

remarks  of,  introduclory  of  inqairy  into  the 
acts  providing  for  the  disposal  of  latida 
northtveal  of  Uie  Ohio     .... 

remarka  of,  on  Ihe  bill  to  prohibit  the  export- 


n  ofar 


.,*c.- 


1066 


1116 


1312 


S73 


remarks  of,  on  the  bill  relating  lo  RevolQ' 
tionarj  pensioni     . 

remarks  o^  on  a  motion  lo  diacbarge  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  from  that 
portion  of  the  Message  relating  to  neatral 
rights 411 

remarks  of,  on  his  resolution  to  suspend  in- 
tercoarse  with  Great   Britain-        -    41!,  &36, 
743,  767 

remarka  of,  on  his  motion  lo  print  the  report 
made,  in  1791,  by  the  Secretory  of  Slate, 
OQ  the  commercial  relations  of  the  United 
States  with  foreign  nations      ... 

reraarka  of,  on  a  motion  to  postpone  his  reso- 
lution relative  to  Ihe  Yaiuo  claims  -     434,  487 

remarks  of,  in  explanation  of  the  btlt  relat- 
ing to  a  Naval  Peace  BstabLishment 

remarks  of,  on  the  Senate  bill  relating  to  the 
Society  of  Harmony         .         ,         -         - 

remarks  of,  on  a  resolution  to  amend  Ihe 


Cons 


remarks  of,  on  the  motion  to  reject  the  Sen- 
aU  bill  relating  to  Vazoo  lands 

remarks  of,  on  Mr.  Randolph's  second  reso- 
lution relating  to  plurality  of  offices 

remarks  of,  on  the  biil  reported  on  Ihe  same 


503 


9^. 


Gregory,  Nathaniel,  a 


Gunboats,  a  reaolution  appropriating  a  sum  for 

building,  read  and  referred       ... 

a  bill  for  building,  and  for  other  purpoaee. 


read  a  third  ti 


e,  and  passed 
H. 


Hamet,  Caramalli,  a  Message  from  the  Proudenl 
transmitting  sundry  letters  relative  to. read 
and  referred  .        -        -        .        - 

a  bill  from  the  Senate  for  the  temporary 
liefof    - 

reed  ttvice,  and  committed - 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed 
Harding,  Captain  Seth,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  for 
the  relief  of,  read  twice,  and  comtnitted 

indefinitely  postponed         ... 
Harmony,  the  Society  of,  a  bill  fi«m  the  Senate 
lo  empower,  lo  locale  land 

read  twice,  and  committed 

a  debate  on  the  bill    . 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  .        -        - 

read  a  third  time,  debated,  and  committed 


1079 
1083 
1106 


477 

r J ra  oC  in 

'hiiadelphia,  read  and  referred 
Henrick,  brigantine,  Ihe  case  of  the  Danish,  n 
ferred  lo  Committee  of  the  Whole    - 
a  favorable    resolution    reported,  which  ia 

agreed  to,  and  a  bill  ordered    - 
a  bill  reported,  read  twice,  and  committed    ■ 
reported  without  amendment,  and  ordered  to 

a  third  reading       .....    CIO 
lead  a  third  time,  and  passed               -        -    516 
Hill,  Henry,  Consul  at  Cuba,  certi£cale  of  car- 
lain  protests 1160 

Hodgson,  Rebecca,  an  nn&vorable  report  on  Ihe 

potion  of,  laid  on  the  table    -        -        -    921 
Holden,  Thomas,  aSdaiit  of,  relating  to  Spanish 

aggressions    ......  1194 

Holland,  Mr.,  remarks  of,  on  the  price  of  land    .    466 
House  of  Representatives,  meeting  of  the  -        -    ^63 
members  of  the,  in  attendance     -    263,  251,  SA6, 
267,  263,  267,  278,  476,  381,  283,  285, 
305,  321,  323,  323,  416,  4*4,  447,  497 
adjoomment  of  tfae    -        -        -        .        .  11(6 
Hnaaey,  Tristram,  a  favorable  report  on  the  pe- 
tition oi;  referred fil7 

I 
Importation,  a  resohition  lo  prohibit  the,  of  cer- 
tain articles  from  Great  Britain,  referred  -    4G1 
agreed  to,  and  a  bill  ordered  in  pursuance 

thereof 624 

a  bill  prenenledi  twice  read,  and  committed    629 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        .        -        -    843 

a  debate  on  Ihe  biil 661 

read  ■  third' time,  and  passed      ...    677 

the  act  as  approved 1389 

Imports  and  tonnage,  the  Committee  of  Com- 
merce and  Manufactures  instmcied,  lo  in- 
quire into  the  expediency  of  amending 
the  act  regulating  the  collection  of  duties 
on,  so  &r  as  to  extend  the  time  for  taking 
the  oath,  giving  bond,  dec,  -  •  366 
the  same  committee  instructed.  Sec,  so  br  as 
relates  lo  the  importation  of  malt  liquors, 
&c 266 


INDEX. 

£huK  Proeeedmg*  and  Debatet. 


roitriction>  now  unpoaed  on  Tewels  imT- 
ing  At  several  parti  of  entry  &om  and  be- 
yond the  Cape  of  Good  Hope 

a  bill  to  ankend  tlie  raid  act,  in  the  casei 
tbGiein  menlioDed,  preseDled,  reail  twice, 
and  committed        ..... 

the  bill  amended,  and  ordered  to 


u  amended 


He 


l> 


oideced  to  a  third  reading, 

read  a  third  time,  and  panea  ...  itno 
returned  Irom  tha  Senate  with  amendments  1068 
the  amendment*  agreed  to  ...  tllZ 

the  act  u  approved 1384 

the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Meana  inilnjct- 

ed,  in  relation  to  the  art  fixing  the  lala- 

riei  of  coUecton  of  dutiea  on  -        -        -    iSB 
ImpreMed  teamen,  Mi.  Orowninshield  intraduce* 

a  raaolution  to  call  on  the  Secretary  of 

Stale  fbi  a  report  of,  which  wai  agreed  to    3S4 
the  report  of  the  Secretary  thereon  referred 

to  Committee  of  the  Whole    .        -        -     686 
Hie  Fretident's  M«eaage  in  relation  to,  re- 

feired  to  a  ipecial  committee  ...     343 
the  committee  a*k  to  be  djacharged,  and  to 

hafe  the  aubject  refeired  to  a  Committee 

of  the  Whole,  which  ia  agreed  to    -        -    408 
Indian  lands.     (See  Nortkwetf  Territory.} 
Indian  treaties,  a  bill  to  provide  for  csrrying  into 
*  effect  certain,  twice  read  and  committed     1010 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ...  1016 

read  a  third  time  and  passed       ...  I0S2 
the  act  as  approTed    .....  1393 
Indian  tribes,  a  coinaiHee  appointed  to  inqnire 

into  the  act  regulating  trade  with  the      -     397 
a  bill  presented  to  continne  in  force  the  act 

establishiog  trading-housBB  with  the        -     S4S 

(See  Diiding-houia.) 
Indiana  Territory,  a  petitiDn  of  the  Legialative 

Conncil,  die.,  of,  praying  that  Ae  inUO- 

dnction  of  slaves  may  be  permitted,  &C.      M8 
also  a  petition  of  sundry  polchaseia  of  land 

in,  &e. 304 

both  of  whibh,  together  with  a  letter  from 

Governor  Harrison,  and  a  petition  of  a 

number  of  the  inhabitants,  were  referred 

■    304 


Indiana  Territory— oontianed.  F 

committed  to  CommiUee  of  the  Whole 
postponed  indefinitely        -        -         -  -  1 

a  bill  presented  to  amend  the  act  to  diTide, 
read  twice,  and  referred  -         -  -  - 

read  a  third  time  and  passed  -  -    '■ 

sspecting  cUinia  to  tstnd  in, 
of  Ohio,  twice  lead,  and  eosB- 


a  letter  firom  the  Governor  of,  e 
idntioni  of  the  Hoose  of  Repreaentativea 
objecting  to  a  diviuon  into  two  govern- 
ments, referred  to  a  select  committee 

a  report  from  tlu  last  committee  on  the  said 
petition,  with  sundry  resolutions,  refoired 
to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  .        ■ 

a  petition  of  sundry  purchaaers  of  land  in, 
praying  Anther  time  and  relinquishment 
of  interest,  referred   to  the  saine  select 


a  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  Governor,  Judges, 
and  Secretary  of,  read  twice,  and  com- 
mitted   

ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        -        .        • 
read  a  third  time  and  passed      ...     — -  ,. 
relumed  from  the  House  with  amendments     Mf  * 
bill  and  amendments  committed  to  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole 6T4 


read  a  thin)  ttma,  and  pasted      ...  m 
returned  from  the  Senate  with  amwidmawt  1033 
amendment  agreed  U         -        -         •         -  I  MM 
the  act  as  approved    .        .        -         -         -  Wi 
a  petitionof  inndiy  inhabitaBtcof  Rand^riph 
and  St  Clair  counties  in,  praying  >  dlTia- 
ion  of  said  Tairitoi;,  and  that  alavaa  maj 
be  admitted,  referred  as  above  •         -    SU 

a  bill  from  the  Senate  to  suspend  the  sale  at 
certain  lands  in,  and  Oliio,  read  twice  aad 
committed       ....  -  -     9SS 

read  a  dtird  tigie  end  paMed      -        .         .  IVIi 
die  act  u  approved    -        ■        .        .         .  13S1 
Inspectors  of  customs,  •  report  from  the  Becre- 
tsry  of  the  Treasury,  on  the  petitioii  oC 

referred 341 

Intereoune  with  Great  Britain,  a  retolntioD  in 

relation  to      -----         -    411 

with  foreign  nations,  the  act  to  d«6^  »aj 
extraordinary  eipenaee  of       •        -         -  IXt 
J. 
Jackton,  Mr.,  remarkt  of;  on  the  retolntian  in 

honor  of  General  £a(on  -        •      380,  SIG 

on  the  bill  relating  (o  foreign  coins      -        -    399 
on  the  resolution  relating  to  drienoe  of  ports 
and  harbors   ..----    Ml 

on  the  motion  to  disdiarge  Iho  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means  from  that  portion  of 
^e  President's  Message  relating  to  neo- 

tral  lights 4IB 

on  the  bill  to  tax  the  importation  of  slaves    443 
on  the  Senate  bill  relating  to  the  Society  of 

Harmony       .....     46S,  4Sg 
on  the  rraoit  against  making  Charlestown, 

Vii;ginia,  a  ^ort  of  enlrj  and  detiverj      -    48S 
odera  a  resolution  relating  to  salariee  irf  (or- 

rilorial  officeia,  which  is  not  conndered   •    4p 
intioduclot;  of  a  motioo  lo  poaqrane  indefi- 
nitely the  Yazoo  claims  reaotution  -        -    4M 
temarlu  of^  on  the  bill  for  payment  of  wit- 


to  purcb 

of  the  Journals  of  Congress  -  -  -  m 
on  Mr.  Gregg's  non-importatian  nadotioa  7M 
on  Mr.  Clark's  resolution  of  inqmrjinto  the 

conduct  of  the  Postmaster  General  -    83t 

on  the  motion  to  postpone  indefinitely  the 

Cumberland  road  bill  -  -  -  -  8S 
speech  of,  on  Mr.  Randolph's  motion  relative 

to  the  secret  Journal  -  -  949,  953,  9«T 
called  to  order  by  Mr.  Randolph  and  olben  161 
and  retorts  severely  upon  the  former  -  988, 981 
making  an  eiplanation  in  relation  to  the 

misunderstanding  o{  his  conversation  with 

Mr.  GallaOn  -        -  -       .    W 

expresses  a  wish  to  vottpoae  in  a  day  the 

third  reading  of  Navy  Appropriation  bill  IW) 
remarks  of,  on  Mr.  Ljon's  motion  that  Og- 

den  and  Smith  hare  leave  to  withdnir 

their  petilioil  .....  1088 


rzPcbyCOOgIC 
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P«g«. 
imAMoa,  iinm,  •  Benator  from  Goorgis,  in- 

noniicaiaeiit  of  the  ideath  ot,  to  the  Hoim     837 
Jtntj,  New  Jenoy,  »  bill  preamtMl  to  declue 
the  tonn  o£  «  port  of  «nti7,  read  twice, 
and  comtnitted  to  Comioittae  of  the  Whole    448 
leported  witfaoat  amendmenl,  and  ordered 

to  a  Ihiid  reading 470 

Tecommitted,  amended,  «ad  paased  u  amend- 
ed   476 

the  act  as  approved    -        -        .        -        .  13G9 
Jobaaon,  Mr.,  extract  of  %  letter  from,  to  Dr.  Sib- 
ley (on  the  march  of  troopi)    -        -        -  1303 
Joint  Tulea  and  oiden  of  the  two  Hoiuei  -        -    362 
ioarnal  of  the  House,  a  committee  appointed  to 
inquire  into  the  expediency  of  attending 
the  standing  ralea,  so  ta  to  preBcribe  Qm 
mode  of  keeping  the       -        -        •        -    446 
&  leport  thereon,  and  referred  (o  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole    4S7 

the  report  adopted      .        -        .        -        .    886 
JoBrnaU  of  Congreu,  a  reiolation  to  ptirchase 

certain  copies  of  the,  referred  -        ■        ■    463 
resolalion  agreed  to,  and  a  bill  ordered        •     5S3 
a  bill  reported,  twice  read,  and  committed  •    S38 
Judicial  courts,  ■  committee  appointed  to  taqnire 
into  the  expediency  of  amending  the  act 
relating  to  forfeiturea,  Ac,  and  to  extend 
the  powers  of  the,  in  the  several  States    -    383 
•  report  IhBTMD,  referred  to  k  Commttlee  of 

theWhot 383 

(For  Alrther  action  on  it,  Me  SttOe  Court*.) 
Jurors,  ■  resolution  to  appoint  a  committee  to  in- 

qnite  ai  to  the  compensatian  to       -        -    394 
K. 
Kelly,  Mr.,  speech  ot,  on  fh»  resolution  in  honor 

of  General  Eaton 319 

on  Mr.  Randolph's  resolalion  relating  to  plu- 
rality of  offices        .        .        -  -    890 
on  Mr.  Nelson's  motion  to  reject  the  Senate 

Inll  relating  to  Yaioo  lands     -      BOfl,  914,  916 
on  Mr.  Raudtriph's  motion  in  relation  to  the 
aaeretjonmal         .        .        -        .        -    973 
Kemper,  Nathan,  Samuel,  and  Reuben,  affidsTita 

of,  in  relation  to  Spanish  aggreaaoDs  1190,1191 
King,  Joeias  W.,  allowance  made  to,  for  extra 


Lamalaty,  Lewis,  deposition  of,  in  relatioa  lo 

Spanish  aBgression*       -        .        .        - 

I^mbert,  William,  allowance  made  to,  fii  extra 

Landais,  Captain  Peter,  a  repMt  from  the  Seen- 

tary  of  State  on  the  meaorial  of,  read  and 

committed  U  a  ConnuUee  of  tha  Wbole 

said  committee  disdiarged,  and  the  sotfiect 

referred  to  the  Committee  on  Claims 
a  report  thereon  read,  and  referred  lo  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Wbole        .        .        .        . 
■  bTorable  resotntion  reported,  and  b  bill  op- 
bill  read  three  titnes,  and  passed         - 
returned  from  the  Senate,  widi  an  amend- 

the  amendment  disagreed  to,  and  a  coiner- 

the  SsAate  egiee  to  the  conference      - 
managers  report,  and  Qa  House  recede  from 


Page- 
Land*,  the  Committee  on  PnbUc  Lands  instruct- 
ed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  pro- 
Tiding,  by  law,  ibr  the  adjadicalion  of 
claims  lo,  in  virtue  of  purchases  or  trans- 
fen  previons  lo  Ihe  examination  of  grants 
under  (he  Dnited  States  •        -        -    344 

a  bill  reported  by  said  Committee,  read,  and 
referred  to  a  Commitlee  of  tbe  Whole     -    480 
Land  Warrants,  a.  bill  reported  to  continue  in 
force  die  act  authoiiiing  the  Secretary  of 
War  to  issue,  read  twice,  and  committed     476 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....    609 

amended,  the  amendments  twice  read,  and 
ordered  to  a  third  reading       ...    616 

retamed  from  the  Senate  with  amendments, 
which,  with  the  bill,  were  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Poblic  Lands  -        .        .    643 

said  Committee  report  thrii  agreement  to 
the  Senate's  amendments,  which  report 
was  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole B66 

agreement  reported,  and  tb*  House  concur    994 

the  act,  as  Kiproved   -        .        .        .        .  1868 

Latta,  James,  affidavit  of,  relative  to  Spanish  ag- 

gretmons        ......  1188 

Laurie,  Rsv.  Mr.,  election  of,  as  Chaplain  .        .    SBl 

allowance  made  to,  fer  extra  servicee  -        -    439 
Laws  of  Nations,  debate  on  the  reference  of  so 
much  of  the  President's  Messsge  aa  re- 
lates to  die  interpolation  of  new  principles 

into  the 368 

Leaader,two  several  memorials  of  Samuel  O.  Og- 

den  and  W.  6.  Smith,  in  the  case  of  the     1066 

Mr.  Lyon  moves  that  the  petitioners  have 
IsavetowithdrawtheirpeUtion        -        -  1086 

said  motioii  withdrawn,  and  Mr.  Early  ofleia 
a  reaolution  on  the  same  subject     -        .  1090 

which  resolution  is  agreed  to  .  .  .  1094 
Leib,  Mr.,  remarks  of,  introducing  a  motion  to 
instruct  the  Committee  of  Commerce  and 
Manniactiuea  on  the  snbfect  of  extending 
the  time  fer  taking  the  oalh  and  giving 
bond,  dtc 386 

in  support  of  his  motion  to  dischar^  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole  from  the  subject 
of  a  bridge  over  the  Fotomac  .        •        •    416 

bill  relative  to  a  Naval  Pean  EstaMishment    447 

on  his  resotntion  to  purchase  certunicoi»es 
of  the  Journals 630 

on  Mr.  Gregg's  non-^mportatian  resolulian       761 

on  Us  motion  to  postpone  indefinitely  tbe 
Oumberiand  Road  bill    ....    836 

on  Mr.  Randolph's  resolulion  retating  to  ph- 
nUty  of  office* 990 

on  tiie  sadie  gentleman's  motion  relative  to 
the  secret  jonmal  ...        -        -    960 

on  his  motion  to  recommit  the  biD  fer  pay- 
ing witnesses        .       .       .       -       .    0G6 

on  the  navy  appropriations         -        *   094,  lOlB 
Leonard,  Joseph,  a  letter  from,  to  Ae  Secrvtsry 

ofStale.rdatingtoSpaniidiafiira-        •   1174 
Levis  and  Maxwell,  a  report  on  the  petiltoa  of  -    468 
(For  further  action  on  the  report,  aee 
Joaraaii  of  Congreu.) 
Lewis,  Mr.,  opposes  tiie  dinherge  of  die  Com- 
mittee oT  the  Whole  from  the  Potomac 
bridge ,     -        -     417 

Bpeeeh  of,  in  favor  of  the  said  bridge  -        •    417 

fevwofpoatponiugtlieCiunberiandRoadUll    837 
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P«ge. 
Library,  ■  bill  from  the  Senata,  nlmting  to  tlw 

support  ofthe, twice  read  ...  416 
leferred  U>  a  Committea  of  tha  Wbote  -  489 
Taad  a  Ibird  time,  and  paaied      ...    4S3 

the  act,  u  approved 1237 

a  commitlee  appointed  to  cooaidei  ihs  pro- 

prietj  of  amoDdiug  the  act  conceming  the  4S0 
a  bill  reported,  read  twice,  and  committed  -  483 
reported  irith  amendioenta.  which  weie  twice 

lead,  and  ordered  to  ■  third  reading         .    497 
read  a  third  time,  and  paaaed,  aa  amsuded  -    609 
a  notice  froro  the  Senate  of  their  appoint- 
ment of  a  joint  coumittae  an  the    -        •    617 
the  HouBe  concur,  and  appoint  theii  com- 
mittee   SI9 

Light-hausea,  ■  bill  for  erecting  certain.  In  Maa- 
sachuMlta,  and  for  other  purpoaaa,  read 
twice,  and  committed     ■        -        -        .    S39 
reported  with  aniendmenta,  which  were,  with 

the  bill,  ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        -     936 
read  a  third  time,  and  pasMd,  aa  atnendad  -    939 
the  act,  as  approved  .        r        -        •        -  1393 
(See  Long  bland.y 
LimitatioD,  ■cemtaittee  appointed  to  inquire  into 
claima  againat  the  United  States,  barred 

by  the  ttatute  of 363 

Limita  i^  Georgia.     (See  Georgia.) 

LitUe  Cornelia,  Mr.  Mumford  relatea  the  caaa  of 

the,  betbre  the  British  Admiralt;    -        -    787 
Long  laland  Bound,  a  bill  preaented  to  provide 
for  light-houae*  in,  and  for  other  purpoaaa, 
lead  twic«)  and  committad      ...    30i 
reported  wittiout  amendmeDt,  and  ordered 

to  a  third  reading  ■  ■  ■  .  .  331 
read  a  third  time,  and  paaaed  ...  333 
returned  from  the  Senate,  with  an  amand' 

jnenl 337 

which  amendment  the  Houae  concurred  in  •    338 
the  act,  aa  approved   .        •        •        .        .  1335 
Loniaiana  Territory,  a  bill  to  eitend  the  powen 

of  the  lurrejor  general  of,  referred   •        •    333 
reported,  amended,  and  ordered  to  a  third 
reading-        ......    345 

read  a  third  time,  and  paaaed    .  •        .        -    363 

the  act,  aa  approved 1380 

petition  of  aundr;  inhabitanta  of^  praying  a 
grant  of  land*,  referred  to  the  Committee 

on  Pujillo  Land* 618 

petition  of  sundry  inhabitanta  of,  praying 
an  amendment  of  the  act  for  adjuating  ti- 
tles, &,c.,  refened  to  the  aame  committee  834 
sundry  documenlH  relatiilg  to  robberiea  com- 
mitled  by  the  Spaniards,  ia  .  -  -1314 
Loniaiana  Company,  in  Ohio,  a  petition  of  the, 
praying  a  ^ant  of  landa  for  establishing  a 
colony  of  meehanica,  and  protenionaJ 
charactera,  referred  to  the  Committee  on 

Public  Landa 448 

Ljon,  Mr.,  remarka  of,  on  the  price  of  landa  460,  469 
against  poatponing  Hr.  Nicholson'a  non-im- 
portation resolution        ....    793 
againat  poatponing  Mr.  Clark's  reaolntion 

of  inquiry  -....-  832 
against  poatponing  the   Cumberland   road 

iriii aae 

in  favor  of  tha  third  reaolntion  relating  to 
defence  of  porta  and  harbors  -        -        .    S46 

on  hia  motim  to  recommit  the  non-importa- 
tioD  resolutiron        .....    874 


Lyon,  Mr.,  remark  of — eontinned.  hp . 

on  the  bill  for  fortifying  potts  and  baiharm  •  IHX 
on  the  bill  to  repeal  the  4nty  od  aah  -  -  1U7 
on  the  Senate's  amendment  to  the  aaid  bill  IW 


Maean,  John  O.,  and  others.    (See  lavitiana 

Compant/.') 
Macon,  Mr.,  Nathaniel,  election  and  addraa  o^ 

aa  Speaker tM 

remarks  of,  on  the  bill  relating  to  the  brig 

George  ..-.-.    m 

on  the  bill  relating  to  foreign  coins     -         -    3M 
on  tlie  resolution  to  tax  the  importation  of 

alavei  .---...  3SB 
on  the  resolution  relating  to  defence  of  ports 

and  haiiKirs SM^  6H 

on  the  Senate  bill  relating  t«  the  Society  of 
Harmony       ......    4U 

on  the  Senate  bill  for  payment  of  witneaaes     491 
speech  of,  on  Mr.  Gregg's  non-importation 

resDluIian      ..--.-     GB( 
speech  of,  in  continuation  of  the  same      700,  74) 
McCreery,  Mr.,  tamarka  of^  on  the  Senate  bill, 

relating  to  the  Society  of  Haxmony         -    40 
apeech  of,  on  Mr.  Gregg's  non-importatian 
resolution       ..----    638 

speech  of,  on  the  bill  for  forti^iog  ports  and 

harbora 1039 

McFadon,  John,  and  Franda  Joboimot,  btlt  01^ 

dered  for  reUef  of 471 

bill  reported,  read  twice,  and  committed  to 
Committee  of  the  Whole        -        •        -    475 
Madiaon,  James,  a  letter  from,  to  the  Marquis  de 

Caaa  Yrujo    - ISSI 

Mails,  certain  proceedings  of  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives of  Pennsylvania,  relative  to 
the  conveyance  of,  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Foal  Office  and  Post  Roads      -     339 
Malt  liquors,  &c,  Mr.   Crowninshield'a  resda- 

tion  relating  (o 365 

Marina  Insurance  Companies  of  New  foril,  pe- 
tition of  the,  referred      ....     406 
Mariners,  resolution  relating  to  the  exemption  o^ 

from  ipilitia  duty 817 

Manon,  Mr.,  remarks  of,  on  the  Revolutionary 

pension  bill   ......     S96 

on  the  resolution  to  lay  a  tax  on  the  import- 

atioD  of  slaves 347 

ManhaK  *  committee  to  inquire  into  the  secnri. 

ty  required  of  .....  334 
a  bill  reported  relating  to  bonds  given  by, 

twice  read  and  committed  ...  99t 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ...  -  433 
returned  from  the  Senate  with  amendneata  MS 
bill  and   amendntenta  referred  to  a  aeleei 


a  partial  agreement  reported  and  ad^ited    -    SM 
the  Senate  agree  in  part  and  disagree  in 

part 8S» 

the  Houae  insist 841 

the  act,  as  approved   -        -        -        -        ■  tU3 
a  resolution  instructing  the  committee  on 

compenaation  to  juroi*,  to   inquire  into 

that  to M8 

Maasaehnsetts.    (See  lAghi-Oautt*.') 
Masters,  Mr.,  remaika  of,  on  the  bill  an: 

a  detadunent  of  militia  - 
on  Mr.  Gregg's  . 
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MaMen,  Mr.,  remulu  of— eontinnid.  Page. 

Bpeech  of,  on  the  rewlutiaQ  reluiiig  to  de- 
fence of  ports  and  hartiorB 
mores  >  new  section  to  the  bill  on  that  aub- 

ject        -     > 1030 

reinarki  of,  on  Mr.  BarW'i  nwilution  rela- 
ting to  Smith  and  Ogdan        -        -        -  1091 
Mattocks,  William,  uid  Hainea  French.    (See 

Dirtel  Tax.) 
Man,  David  Chr'ntOfii,  boolu  preieDted  to  (he 

House  bf      •        -        .      ■ . 
Maxwell,  Lieutenant  Joseph,  Mpjr  of  a  letter 
fiom,  to  General  Caslanio,  at  Algeiiraa  - 
cepr  of  a.  letter  from,  to  Commodore  John 

Kodgers U69 

Head,  Cowlei,  ^eas  and  nsji  on  the  qaeation  of 

hia  right  to  a  seat  in  the  HoDse        -        -    31S 

Mediterranean  Fund,  resolution  in  relation  to 

the.  taidontbe  table       •        .        -        . 

(See  SaU.) 

Meigs,  Return  J.,  a  debate  on  the  report  of  tbe 

Committee  of  Claims,  on  the  petitioit  of 

a  trill  ordered  in  pursuance,  for  relief  of  •    334 

Members,  attendance  of  in  the  House  SS3,  SS4, 

S66,  357,  203,  287,  S73,  874,  376,  SSI,  388,  386, 

30b,  321,  SS8,  3S8,  416,  444,  447,  497 

a  resolution  lo  disqaaliiy,  engaged  in  con- 


•,  dec. 


Merrimack  Sito 


a  petition,  prsTing 


reimburBement  of  expenses  in  iWeilitating 
the  navigation  of,  referred  to  Committee 

of  the  Whole 534 

Menage,  the  Preiident's  annual.     (See  Senate 
proceedings,  anU,p,  11) 
resolutions  to  refer  the  above      ...     JSB 
a  partly  confidential  .        -        .        .        .     g66 
docutnenta  Rccompinyiiig  Ibe  Same,  which 

were  not  coofiJential      -        -        .        -    367 
a  supplementaiy,   enclosing  sundiy  docu- 

menls 372 

a  confidential 444,1136 

a  report  in  secret  session  on  the,  of  the  6th 

of  December 1117 

stating  his  approval  of  tbe  bill  relating  to 

Ibreign  intercourse         •        .        ■        .1139 
enclosing  an  original  letter  from  oor  Minis- 
ter in  London        -        -     .   -        -        -  1140 
Messonier.  Francis,  petition  of,  read  and  referred    295 
an   unfavorable  report  on   the  same   con- 
curred in 437 

Michigan,  a  report  of  the  Governor  and  preai- 
ding  judge  oC  territory,  transmittod  bj 
the  Prewdent,  referred  lo  a  special 


301 


a  report  thereon  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table 
■  bill  fixing  the  salaries  of  the  officersabove- 

mentioned,  reported  ....  933 
a  bill  to  provide  for  the  ■^jiuUneiit  of  title* 

to  land  in,  read  twice  .  -  -  •  834 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed  ...  933 
returned  &om  the  Senate  with  amendments  1079 
Senate's  amendments  agreed  to  -  -  -  1083 
the  act  as  approved  .....  1383 
varions  bills  in  relation   to,  considered  in 

Committee  of  the  Whole  -  -  -  933 
(among  them  the  one  first  mentioned  above,) 

all  <rf  which  were  ordered  to  a  third  read- 


Military  Establishment,  a  bill  making  appropria. 
tions  for   the  support  of  the,  twioe  read 

and  committed 878 

amended  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading      .    031 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed      -        -    *    .    937 
tht  act,  as  approved  -        .        .        .        .  )294 
Military  Peace  Establishment,  a  resolution  that 
it  iseipedient  to  amend  the  act  fixing  the, 
ordered  to  lie  on  (he  table       •        -        .    S79 
Militia,  a  report  of  the  committee  on  that  part  of 
the  President's  Message  relating  to  tiw 
classification  of  the,  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole       .... 
a  ImII  from  the  same  committee,  sathorixing 

a  detachment  of  the,  referred 
repotted    with    amendments,    which  were 
agreed  to,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading 
a  debate  on  the  bill    .... 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed      • 
returned  from  the  Senate  widi  amendments 


idto 


the  act,  as  approved 
a  resolution  relative  to  arming  the,  referred 
to  same  committee - 

the  report  of  said  committee  read 

the  President  transmits  astateme 

Mr.  Vamom  lubmits  a  report  on 
iiation  of  the 
Mint,  a  bill  ftom  the  Senate  in  addition  to  the 
act  establishing  a   - 

read  twice,  and  committed 

postponed  indefinitely 
MlMileippi  Territory,  a  memorial  of  tbe  Legisla- 
tive Council,  dec,  of,  read  and  referred 
a  select  committee 

a  petition  of  sundry  inhabitants,  praying 
right  of  pTe.emptian,  referred  to  the  same 
committee      ..... 

a  petition  of  the  same  character,  referred 
the  Committee  on  Public  Lauds 

the  conunitlee  discharged  from  consideration 
of  tbe  first  petilion,  and  the  same  referred 
to  the  Commitlee  of  Ways  aoil  Means 

a  partial  report  on  the  first  petition     . 

the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  dis- 
charged fromfiirther  consideratianorBaid 
petition,  and  the  same  referred  to  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole 

a  petition  of  sundry  inhabitants  of  Wash- 
ington coDnty  in,  praying  a  donation  of 
land  for  purposes  of  education,  refoired  to 
the  Commitlee  on  Public  Lands 

a  bvorable  report  on  the  same,  and  a  bill 
ordered  ...... 

a  bill  to  remove  the  limitation  of  the  r^ht  of 
suffrage  in,  read  twice,  and  committed  to 
the  Committee  of  the  Whole  - 

considered  in  committee     .        .        •        • 
Missouri,  the  President  transmits  the  report  of 
Captain  Lewis,  who  was  appointed  to  ex- 


1063 
1064 
1116 


plore  the  ri 


Moore,  Mr.  T.,  remarks  o^  on  the  resolution  to 
tax  the  importation  of  slaves  ... 
Morrow,  Mr.,  a  sarcasm  of,  on  Mr.  Jackson 

remarks  o^  on  the  price  of  land  -        -        . 
remarks  of,  against  poslponemenl  of  the  Cum- 
berland nwd  bill     ..... 


^bjCooglc 


zlriii 


jSmw  ProceedJHgt  and  Ddaka. 


Mnniford,   Mr.,  (pcecfa  of,  on  Mr.  NicbolMn's 

DOu-iai  porta tion  renlution      -        -        -     > 
axprenea  himielf  ag;uiin  poatpanement  of 

Ihe  wante        -----.; 
TBmiriu  o(  on  the  motiaii  relative  to  Ogden 
AiaDDiih II 

Mnide  ShnaU,  ccrUin  Tewlutiotw  of  the  SUtieof 
Tennenee  for  opeomg  the,  leferrad  to  « 
■elect  committee i 

Hntiiieen.     (See  Breek,  Wilkara.) 


, .  ■  bill  to  change  the  name  of  the  di*- 

triet  of,  read  twine,  and  cmuniUed  -  •  476 
Matwnal  Intelligencer,  a  note  by  the  editor  of  be, 

in  reply  l«  Mr.  RaDddph'a   ineinnation 

that  diacunioii  on  the  Vaaoo  dumi  bad 

been  "  amothered"  ....    908 

Na*d  Peace  £slabliahment,abill(upplenientaiy 

to  the  act  proTiding  for  a,  read  twice,  and 

refertod  to  the  Committee  of  the  Wbide  338 
bill  debated        •  ....    447 

called  ap  and  conaidered  -  .  -  -  lOSG 
read  a  third  time,  and  paieed  ...  1078 
.  retoniBd  from  the  Senate  with  amendmenta  1089 
the  ameadnenta  diaagreed  to,  and  a  confrr- 

ence  aeked 1084 

the  Senate  agree  to  the  conforence  •  •  1100 
nunagera  report,  and  Senate  recede  -  -  1101 
the  act,  ai  approTed  ...  -  -  1373 
Naval  Service,  a  bill  making  additional  appro- 
priation for  the,  read  twice,  and  ordered 

to  ■  third  reading  -  -  -  -  .  367 
read  a  third  lime,  and  paased      ...    367 

the  act,  aa  approved 1SS6 

another  bill  to  the  aame  effect,  read  twice, 

end  eoiMniited  .....  841 
read  a  third  time,  and  paeeed  ...  844 
another  bill  to  the  aame  effect,  read  twice, 

and  ordered  to  a  third  reading         .        -    346 

tb«  act,  •>  approved 13SS 

Naiy,  «  bill  making  a[f  ropiiationa  fbranpportof 

the,  read  twice,  and  conunitted  -  -  879 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....  1003 
bill  reanmuitted,  reported,  and  paaaed  -  lOSl 
tiie  act,  aa  approved  .....  1388 
a  letter  fiom  the  Secretary  of  the,  in  reply  to 

a  reiolation  of  theHonae  ...  lOIO 
a  cop;  of  the  said  letter,  with  the  eatimate 

aakedfor 1031 

Navy  Yatda,  reaotolion  to  ^vide  for  fitting  and 

preparing  cailain,  referred  ...  334 
a  report  that  no  fiutbet  l<%ialative  proviaiea 

kneeeaaary        -  ...        -    938 

Neboa,  Soger,  Hr.,iemariu(rf;on  the  reiolaliDn 

to  tax  the  impMtation  of  alavca  -  •  361 
on  the  reiolation  relatiiig  to  defonce  of  porta 

•ndharbon 884 

afainat  poatponement  of  the  Comberland 

roadbOl 836 

on  Mr.  Randolph's  readution  relative  to  plu* 

ndilyofoffieee 886 

movM  to  reject  the  Senate  bill  on  the  Yaioo 

landa 906 

remarka  at,  on  the  Navy  appropriationa  1008,  lOlB, 
1030 
ramaAa  on  the  bill  prohibiling  plnralit*  ot 

oOcea        .        .        -        ...  1007 


Nenlral  Bighti,  a  motion  to  diacharge  the  Com- 
mitlee  of  Ways  and  Meana  6nHn  that  part 
of  the  Preaident'a  Meaaage  relating  to  the 


the  motion,  after  diacnaaino,  agreed  to 
Mr.  Randolph  aubmila  a  correapondanee  with 
tlte  Secretary  of  Stale  on  the  aabject, 
which  ia  referred  to  the  Committee  irfthe 

Whole 

Nowbaryport.    (See  Toppart,  Bdioard.) 

Newcastle,  Delaware,  a  report  on  the  eipedlencj 

of  erecting,  into  a  port  of  entry,  read  aDd 

teftrred  to  the  Committee  ofthe  Whole 

the  said    committee    diacharged,   and    the 

HoDie,  alter  twice  reading,  agreed  U>  the 

New  Hampahire,  reeolntion  ofthe  LegidatnreoC 
praying  an  amendment  of  the  Constitn- 
tion,  rMd,  and  ordered  to  He  on  the  table 

New  Havm.Conneeticnt,  memorial  ofthe  Cham- 
ber of  Commerce  of,  in  relation  to  the 


ai  the  table      448 


Committee  <rftfae  Whale 
New  Orleans,  a  bill  bom  the  Senate  releling  lo 
aalariee  of  the  Jndgea  of  -        .        - 

read  twice,  and  oonunitted  ... 

read  a  third  time,  and  poatpcned 

called  up  and  rejected        .        -        -        . 

Newspajien,  the  Clnk  ordered  to  eanae  three,  to 

b«  fumiabed  (o  eacb  member  .        .        ■ 

Newton,  Mr.,  remarks  of^  on  the  case  tiS  the  brig 

George  --.-.-- 

■peech  of,  on  non.imporiation  from  Great 
Britain 

remark*   introdnctory    of   a    reeolntion    to 
amend  the  Constitution  .         -        -        . 
New  York,  memorial  oftiie  Mayor,  Sterol,  pray- 
ing an  ade^nate  defence  of  the  dtj 

memorial  of  ue  merchanta  of|  oomplaimng 
of  aggrenona  on  ctHnneroe    .        -        . 

memorial  of  the  dtinms  of,  on  the  aame  sub- 
ject— all  referred  to  the  Committee  ofthe 

Whole 

Nicholson,    Mr.,   remarks  of,  on    the   reference 
of  a  part  of  the  Fresidenl'a  Meaaage 

introductory  of  his  reeolntion  to  prohibit  im- 
portation from  Great  Britain   ... 

on  a  motion  to  recommit  the  Seiutte  hiD  i«- 
lating  to  Society  of  Harmony  .        -        . 

on  the  bill  lo  incorporate  the  Presbyterian 
Congregation  of  Georgetown  -        -        - 

on  the  bill  for  payment  of  witn  eases    . 

on  the  bill  to  prohibit  intercourse  with  St. 
Domingo       ...... 

on  the  reaolution  to  purchase  certain  eofie* 
ofthe  Journal        ..... 

speodi  of^  on  Mr.  Gregg's  non-impoitation 
resDlaiioa 

qieech  on  seconding  Mr.  Randolph's  motion 
that  the  Committee  riaa  from  the  consider- 
ation of  Mr.  Gregg's  reaolatian 

■  letter  from,  resigning  his  aeat  in  the  House 

the  Speaker  reqneated  to  inform  the  BiecD- 
tive  of  Maryland  of  the  same  -        -        . 
Nicklin  and  Grirath,  a  fevorable  report  on  the 
petition  of,  agreed  to,  and  biU  ordered 

bill  reported,  read  twice,  and  committed 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  .... 

read  a  third  tiBie,  and  paaead 


xlix 


Bmue  Proceeding*  and  Debaleg. 


P«ge. 

Non-importaljan,  Mr.  Oregg'a  molation  on  the 
mbjfct  of,  referred  to  a  Connniltee  of  the 
Whole 412 

a  debile  on  Mid  reKilutioii  ■      637,  674,  676,  606, 
636,700,  730,761 

the  reaolntion  agsiu  called  up,  and  the  Com- 
mittee reliise  to  conndet  it        -        -        -  769 

the  Comniittee  dUchuged  from  fiirlher  con- 
•iderelion  of  it        -        -        -        -        -    844 

Bundij  reeolutione  on  the  enbject  of,  reed  wd 
referred  to  e  Committee  of  the  Whole      -    443 

Mr.  NicholBon'a,  resulution  reUtiTe  thereto  -    449 

a  debate  on  said  resolution,  and  the  Cammit- 
lee  agree  to  coniideT      -        •      776, 779,  BOl 

yeia  and  uayi  on  the  adaption  of  laid  reao- 


k  bill  preeantod  in  pntauanee  of  the  reaoln- 

tion,  tnice  read,  and  committed      -        -    I 
the  bill  debated,  amended,  and  ordered  to  a 

third  reading  ■>....{ 
•gain  debated    -■-•.-    i 
read  a  third  time,  and  paaaed      -        ■■        -    I 
NorfUk  and  Portsmouth,  ncolntiooi  adopted  bj 
the  elliieni  of,  eipreuing  theii  indigna- 
tion at  the  aggrewion*  committed  by  Great 
Britain.  Ac,  referred  U  a  Committee  of 

the  Whole 

North  Caroline,  a  committee  to  inqoire  into  the 
eipediency  of  aaeenting  to  an  act  of 
a  bill  reported,  declaring  the  aMent  of  Con- 
gress to  B^d  act,  twice  read     -         -         -     ' 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        -        •        -    ' 
read  a  third  time,  and  paaaed      -        -        -    ' 
a  committee  to  inquire  into  the  eipediencj 
of  altering  the  time  for  holding  the  circuit 
court  in  the  diatiict  of    -        -        -        - 
a  bill  reported,  twice  read,  and  cosimitted  - 
ordered  to  a  tfaud  reading  -        •        -        - 
nad  a  third  time,  and  paxed      -        •        -    ■ 
returned  &om  the  Senate  with  atMndmenti, 
which,  with  the  bill,  were  committed  to  a 
aelect  committee    -        -        -        .        . 
a  report  of  laid  committee  ordered  to  lie  on 

theUUe 

the  amendment  of  the  Senate  agreed  to,  irith 


the  act  as  •pproied t: 

a  bill  directing  the  Secrelarj  of  the  Tieaanrj 
to  cause  the  coast  o^  between  Capes  Fear 
and  Hatteras,  to  be  surrejed,  twice  read  - 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  •        .        .        .    . 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed      ... 

the  ai:t,  as  approied   -        -        -        -        •  1 
Northwest  Territory,  a  resolution,  inquiring  into 
the  WTera!  acta  providing  for  the  dispoaal 
of  lands  in  the,  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table 


Oath,  administtation  of  the,  to  the  Speaker  and 
membcn  of  the  House    -        -        -        - 

Ociacoke,  North  Carolina,  an  amendatory  bill 
erectiog  a  new  callectian  district,  to  be 
called  the  district  of,  ordi?red  to  tie  on  the 
Ubie - 

Officers  of  the  two  Honsee,  a  committee  to  in- 
quire into  the  act  legnlating  the  compen- 
sation of  the  

said  committee  report  a  blQ,  which  is  read 
twice,  and  oommitted  .  -  -  - 
9th  Cow.— 43 


0  Houses — continaed. 

a  third  reading  - 


Page. 


Officers  ol  the 

ordered  tt 
read  a  third  lime,  and  passed  - 

retomed  from  the  Senate,  with  amendments'    833 

amendments  and  bill  referred     -        -        -     B34 

the  House  agree  to  some,  and  disagree  to 
other  amendments '        -        ■        ■         -     639 

the  Senate  insist,  and  ask  a  ctnifetence        -    649 

the  conference  agreed  to,  and  managers  ap- 
pointed   -     879 

managers  report  modifications,  to  which  the 

Senate  agree 931 

(he  House  disagree  to  the  modifications,  and 
adhere 93a 

the  act,  as  approTed 13B4 

Ogden,  Samuel  O.,  a  memorial  of,  complaining 
of  the  conduct  of  certain  Executive  officers, 
presented  b;  Mr.  Quincy,  jrhich  caused 
much  angry  debate        ....  10S6 

a  resolution  on  the  subject  of  said  memorial 
ofiered  by  Mr.  Early      ....  1090 

which  finally  passed  by  yeas  and  nays        -  1094 
Ohio,  a  petition  of  actual  seltleri  on  pre-emption 
lands  in,  referred  to  the  Committee  on  rub- 
lie  Lands       .        -        .        -        -        -    694 

said  committee  dischatged,  and  petidon  re- 
lened  to  the  Committee  of  Waya  and 
Means 326 

a  petition  of  sundry  setllsra  and  purchassis 
of  lands  Northwest  of  the  river,  praying 
further  time  lor  payment,  referred  to  same 


I  petition  of  sundry  purehaseiv  of  land  in 
the  State  of,  praying  further  time  for  pay- 
ment and  relinquishment  of  interest,  refiv- 
red  to  the  ssme  committee      >  -    : 

a  Committee  of 
-        -        .    1 

a  petition  of  fUluby  settlers  and  puichasera 
of  land  Northwest  of  the  river,  and  be- 
tween the  Miamis,  praying  the  right  of  pre- 
emptiMi,  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Pub- 


emptiMi.ref 
lie  Lands 


a  bill  ordered  b 


a  report  thereon,  and  a 

suance  thereof        .        .        -        .        .     gai 

a  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  Governor,  Secreta- 
ry,  and  Judges  of  the  late  Teiriltn?  North- 
west of  the  river,  read  twice,  and  commit- 
ted          Mfi 

repotted  without  amendment,  and  ordered  to 
a  third  reading 844 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed      .        -        .    8BS 

the  act,  as  approved  ....        -  1SS8 

a  resolution  directing  the  Secretary  of  the. 
Treaaniy  lo  report  the  quantity  of  land 
ai^d  in,  annually,  from  the  301h  June, 
1802,  laid  on  the  table    .        .        -        -    834 

a  Itttl  irom  the  Senate  lo  suspend  the  sale  of 
'    '  I,  read  twice,  and  commit- 


ted 


996 


read  a  third  time,  and  passed  ...  1016 
the  act,  as  approved  ...  -  -  1268 
a  bill  relative  lo  claims  lo  land  in,  Ac,  twice 

read  and  committed  .  -  -  .  914 
read  a  third  time  and  passed  -  -  -  1082 
returned  from  the  Senate  with  amendments  lOSO 
amendments  of  ths  Senate  agreed  to  •  -  1104 
the  act,  as  approved    .....  1379 


lyCoogle 


INDEX. 

Simte  Proceedmgt  and  Otbate*- 


Ohio  Coiiip* 


ippointed  Ui  mnnd- 


Miipsni , 

K  uifl  msmorial  of  the    - 
tha  QDmaiittM  ducharged,  and  memorial  re- 

ferred  to  Committee  on  Public  Laads 
an  unfavorable  report,  aod  leave  towitlulrair 

the  memorial  granted 
a  aeconil  report  on  a  part  of  the 

moriaJ,  also  tinfavorsble  - 
Ohio  Canal  CDmpaii]r,  a.  meiuonal  of  the  General 

Awembly  of  Kentucky  in  rotation  to  the, 

read  and  referred  (o  a  aelect  committee 
a  report  Iran  nid  committee,  that  it  ia  iae 

pedient  to  grant  the  prayer  of  the  mem 

Olin,  Mr.,  remark*  of,  on  the  Senate  bill  reladhg 
to  ScKiety  of  Hannony  ■  ■  .  . 
Orleans  Territoi?,  petition  of  the  Legiilative 
CoDndlot,  praying  adunation  of  landafijr 
■upport  of  colleges,  Ac,  read  and  refnred 
to  a  aelect  committee      .        .        -        . 

a  report  in  part,reBd  and  referred  to  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole    - 

other  portjona  of  said  petition 
Committee  on  Public  Lands 

a  memorial  of  the  House  uf  ItepresentatiTet 
ot,  referred  to  the  first  committee 

a  petitiDn  of  the  Kegents  of  the  UniTereitr  of, 
referred  to  Committee  on  Public  Lands  • 

report  of  said  committee  read  and  nhntA  to 
Committee  of  the  Wbole 

a  resolution  to  eetahliah  land  offices  in, 
ferred  to  Committee  on  Public  Lands 

a  bill  from  Ifae  Senate  to  ascertain  and  adjust 
titles  anil  daims  to  land  in      -        -        - 

read  twice  and  refigrred  l«  CMimitlee  on  I^ib- 
llc  Lands 

report  of  said  committee  cofoaiiUed  to  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole 

amended,  read  a  third  time,  and 


Faiddrick,  Jacdi,  and  otheta,  a  protest  of,  relating 
to  Spanish  aggressions    • 

Palmer,  Henry,  and  others,  ditto 

Pamlico  Bound,  a  bill  for  tiling  buoys  in,  and  for 
other  purposeB,  twice  read 
amended,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed      - 

Patenta,  a  committee  to  inquire  into  the  expedi- 
ency of  amending  the  laws  relating  to     - 

Paleat  rights,  a  report  from  the  Committee  of  Com- 
merce and  Manu&ctures  adverse  to 


Peari  river,  report  of  the  Commiissianere  for  the 

district  of,  read  and  referred    - 
PecUiam,  Elizabetlu  an   uniavortble  rqMrt 

the  petition  of        -        ■        ■        ■ 
Pennsylvania,  a  bill  declaring  the  assent  of  Con- 
gress to  an  act  ot  the  State  ot,  twice  read 
and  committed        -        •        •        - 
reported  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed 
returned  from  the  Senate  with  an  amendment 
the  amendment  agreed  to 
the  act,  as  approved  - 
a  petition  mm  sundry  inhabitants  of,  pray- 


■V 

PenHoneta,  a  resotutton  direotrng  die  Becretuy 
of  War  to  report  at  next  ee«ioQ  a.  list  ti, 

K.ced  on  the  roll*  of  the  several  State*  Cat 
volutionary  services,  ordered  to  lie   od 

theUble n 

Pensiooi.     (See  Ranbitionar^  War.) 
Peten,  Robert,  and  olhent,  petition  of, 

to  subdivisions  of  tquares  and  lots  in  the 
Citj  of  Washington,  read  and  referml      -    TH 
a  bill  presented  {(»  purposes  prayed  fbr,re«d 
tmce  and  committer      ...         -    SB 
Petersburg,  Virginia,  certain  readntiooa  of  tbc 
inhabitants  of,  refbrred  to  Committee  of 

the  Whole Ul 

Philadelphia,  petition  of  the  Chamber  of  Commerce 
of,  referred  to  Committee  of  Commerce  and 
Manufactures         ....         •    ICI 

petition  of  the  merchants  and  traders  oC  le 
ferred  to  Committee  of  the  Whole   -         -    MI 
Philadelphia  frigate,  petition  of  the  late  crew  of 

£e,  referred  to  Committeeof  Claims         -    Itt 
an  unfavorable  report  thereon,  referred   to 

Committee  of  the  Whole         .        -         -    lg& 
said  committee  discharged  and  leave  given 

to  withdraw  the  petition  -        -        -    )13 

another  petttton  of  the  aame,  refetred  to  a 
^wdtl  committee   -----    «8 

Phillips,  John,  an  allowance  made  to,  for  extra 

services-        ------    4D 

Piankeshaw  Indians,  a  treaty  witli  the,  transmit- 
ted by  the  President,  referred  -        -         -  IDS 
THnckuey,  Charles,  eitiects  of  letter*  frem,  to  the 

Hecretarj  of  State 11S7 

PluraliW  of  offleee,  Mr.  Rondd^'s  reatdutioES 

m  relation  to,  referred  •  -  -  •  54) 
a  debate  on  the  Grst  resolution    -        -        -    880 

which  is  rejected Ml 

a  debate  on  the  second  resolution        -        -    MS 
the  second  resolution  rejected      .        ■        -    Mt 
the  third  resolution  debated        -        -        -    MS 
this  resolntian  agreed  to,  and  a  bill  ordered  -    SK 
a  bill  reported  and  read  twice      .        -        .  lou 
ordered  to  a  thin]  reading  .         -         -         -  1001 
read  a  third  dine,  and  pused     .        .        -  lOlS 
Plymouth,  North  Carolina,  memorial  of  the  mer- 
diants  of,  praying  the  eatabHriunent  of  a 
port  of  entry  at,  refisrred  to  Commiltae  of 
Commerce  and  ManuAictares  -        .        -    M 
Plymouth,  Massachuietta,  a  motien  te  make,  a 
port  of  entry  for  veesels  from,  or  fivm  beyaad 
die  Cape  of  Oood  Hope,  lost  -        -        -    SU 
Ports  and  Harbors,  Mr.  Dawson's  reaiHatians  re- 
lating to  protection  of,  TeCnted  to  Commit- 

teeoftheWhol SM 

debate  on  the  first  and  Bseond  resohHioiis   -    977 
sgun  called  up  in  Coromiltse  of  tte  Whole 

withoQl  action  on  the  -  -  -  -  IM 
another  debate  on  them  -  -  -  -  BtJ 
the  two  resoJutionB  agreed  to  -  •  -84) 
a  debate  on  the  third  resolution  -  •  -  80 
wtiich  ia  disagreed  to,^  and  a  bill  ordered  in 

pursuance  of  the  first  and  second    -       -    8U 
a  bill  for  fortifying,  reported,  read  twice  and 
commituid      -        -        -        -        -        -    8M 

read  by  sections lOSI 

ordered  to  a  third  reading,  read  a  third  time, 

and  passed     .        -        -         ...  lOfi) 
letnmsd  trom  the  Senate  with  amendmeati  1M8 
with  the  bill,  committed        ■  lOTt 


Uu 


(iv 


Bove  Proceedings  and  Dtbata. 


PoiU  and  HaTbora — eoDtinuML  Vtgf 

Ibe  8«iiita  uamdmanta  agnad  to       -        -  10S4 
ths  act  as  approved    -        .        ■        -        .  13^7 
•  reaotutisa  to  requeat  the  President  to  in- 
Ibmi  the  Boom  whatnaworea  hara  boan 
takan  1^  the  Statw  indabtad  to  the  Unitad 
State*  tn  ralatjon  to  defence  of       -        -    30S 
Poatanaatei  Oenenl,  a  ecnimittea  appolntad  to  in- 

qnire  into  tba  conduct  of  tbe  -        -        ■     S3S 
<eaa  Granger,  Gideon.) 
Poat  Officea  and  Poat  Roada,  a  oomtDittae  on, 
appoiMed       ...... 

a  report  of  taid  commitlaa  raftnad 
B  raaotatioa  tlMtruetlQg  the  committee  on, 
to  mqulra  into  the  expediency  of  pnnid- 
ing  by  law  for  oompenaetjng  the  aarrloaa 


PuUie  debt — continued.  Pa^ 

a  debate  on  the  bill 1087 

a  motion  to  atrike  out  the  eighth  aectiOD  loat  1063 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  •         -         .         .  lOM 
indefinitely  poatponad         .....  1O66 
Public  ground*,  in  the  City  of  Waahington,  a 
bill  concerning  the,  read  twice,  ai^  com. 

tDilted ■        .    893 

Public  landa,  appointment  of  ■  atanding  cominit. 


of  Ii 


497 


Pott  Office,  of  the  City  of  Waahinglon,  a  reaohl- 
tion  directing  the  Poatmutar  General  to 
cauae  the,  to  ba  kept  at  or  near  the  Capi- 
tol, ordered  to  lie  on  the  table 
poalpoaed  indefinitely        .... 
Poet  Roada,  e  bill  further  to  alter  and  eatabikh 
certain,  read  twioe,  and  commitled  - 
amendments  mads  to  aaia  bill    - 
read  a  third  time,  and  paawd      ... 
TCtumad  Irom  tbe  Senate  with  amendment*, 
and  reftrred  to  Comnuttee  on  Poat  Of- 
ficea and  Poat  Roads       .... 
•aid  committee  report  their  agreement  to  the 
sane  in  part  and  disagreement  in  part,  in 
which  the  House  coucnrred    ... 
the  act,  as  approred   -         -         -         -         .  igQe 
Potomac  ri*er,  petitions  heretofore  preaented  on 
the  subject  of  a  bridge  owr  the,  reterred 
to  a  select  committee       .... 
said  committee  make  a  report  favorable  to 

the  prayer  of  said  petition 
considered  hi  Committee  of  the  Whole    409, 
a  motion  to  discharge  the  Committee  from 

the  further  consideration  of  if  lost  .        -    417 
Hie  n«ohltl<Hi  to  erect  a  bridge  over  the,  car- 
ried, and  a  biU  ordered  to  that  afiect        -    4SS 
a  biU  reported  and  reGsrrad  ...    455 

•  debate  on  the  bill 632 

amended  and  reported  to  the  House    -        -    636 
certain  anwDdments  agreed  to  by  flie  House    Sii 
Ht»  bin  as  amended  o^ered  to  a  thitd  read- 
ing          887 

read  a  third  time,  and  paaaed      ...    833 
sundry  petitions  for  and  against  the  erection 
of  e  bridge  OTer  the        .        -      397,416,465 
PreabytetiaD  congregation  of  Georgetown,  a  bill 

to  incorporate  the,  read  twice  -        .    341 

a  debate  on  tbe  bill 477 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        .        .        .    479 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed      .        -        -    481 
ths  act,  as  i^iproied   ■        -        .        .        .  1333 
mnce  William,  a  petition  from  the  county  of,  on 

the  subject  of  Potomac  bridge  •        -    836 

Printing  and  stationery,  report  of  the  Clerk  of 

the  House  of  his  proceeding  ivIatiTe  to   -     356 
Public  acta  of  CongrsM    -        -        .        .        ,  1326 
Public  buildings,  at  Washington,  the  Prmidenl 
transmits  the  report  pf  the  Suneyor  of  the, 
which  is  referred  to  a  select  committee         33] 
Public  debt,  a  bill  supplementary  to  tbe  act  mak- 
ing prorision  lor  tbe  redemption  of  tba, 
read  twice  and  csoimitted      ...    933 1 


a  bill  to  repeal  the  act  auUiariiing  tba  re- 
ceipt of  endencea  of  public  debt  in  pay. 
ment  for,  read  twice,  and  r^erred  to  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole 
•mended  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading 
called  up  in  the  Hoase,  and  amended 
read  a  third  time,  and  paHsed     ... 
returned  frotD  the  Senate  with  amendments, 
and  referred   .        -        .        -        . 


the  act,  aa  approTed  .... 

a  resolution  instructing  the  Committee 
to  inquire  whether  it  l>e  aipadient  to  o 
firm  any  claims  to  land  in  the  Mississippi 
Territory,  founded  on  Spanish  warrants. 


a  report  of  the  commiUee  01 


the  resolution  sgreed  to,  and  referred  to  the 


a  report  of  aaid  committee  theretm  reterred 
to  Committee  of  the  Whole    ■ 
Pnblie  roads,  a  resolution  to  appoint  a  committee 
to  inquire  into  certain,  referred 
the  committee  diichargei  bota  the  Author 
~~     ''  of  the  subject    - 

Q. 

Quincj,  Mr,  remaps  at,  on  the  refereoca  of 
part  of  the  Presidenl's  Heasage 
m  the  bill  to  pnhibit  tbe  asportation  of  araa, 

d« S7 

n  the  raaolutieu  ta  praaent  aaword  to  Qen. 


cm  the  bill  aBthoratng  a  detachment  of  nu- 
litia 

to  incorporate  the  PraabytMrtan  congregation 
cd'GoMgetawn        .... 

to  prohibit  interooorae  with  St,  Domingo 

on  Hr.  Randolph's  teeoiidrasalation,  relating 
to  plurality  of  o&xa       -        .        . 

on  the  bill  reJaling  to  the  same  tubjaot 

OB  the  HaTy  appiopiiationa 

on  the  bill  for  the  defence  of  port*  and  har- 

repaaling  the  duty  on  aalt,  As.  -  lOW, 

on  tbe  motion  rdatiag  to  Ogden  and  Smith 

in  Mply  to  Hr.  Jackaon  on  that  sMbject 

lorum,  a  meatage  sent  to  inform  the  Benota 

tbat  the  Honae  bxn  fimned  & 


loao 
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illan 


SS6 


on  uking  leave  fbi  a  bill  relating  to  French 

■pOliBtioiu 374 

on  the  mo^oD  to  unend  the  reaolntioii  in 

honor  of  General  Baton  •        ■     814,817 

«xgainiiig  the  lilence  of  the  Committee  of 
Wayi  and  MeaiiB  an  the  aulgect  of  the 
Mexage,  lo  br  ai  it  r«ta(«i]  lo  the  inva- 
«on  of  DEUtral  right*       ...         -     4ifi 
iatrodnctory  of  a  reMilntioa  relating  to  intei- 

oonise  with  Great  Britain  ...  430 
reaoluttoQ  to  amend  the  Coiutitution  600,  60S 
intiodnrtorf  of  hie  resolutioni  reladng  to 

pinralitj  ofofficea  .....  SOS 
^paedi  of,  OD  Mr.  Gregg'i  non-importtHon 

iHolatiou 6S6 

in  replj,  on  the  lame  subject      .        -        .     C92 
OB  Mr.  Leib'i  motion  to  discharge  ibe  cont- 
mittee  (lame  subject)      ....    768 

ia  called  to  order 769 

apeach  of,  on  Mr.  Nicholion'a  non-imporia-    . ,. 

tion  reniladoD  -        •      790,  bS4,  675 

OB  hia  reMlationa  relating  to  ploralil;  of 

office*    ....       881,889,086,938 
en  tii«  Senate'!  bill  relating  to  Yazoo  land*     908 
916 
remaifcj  on  giving  notice  of  hia  intended 

uotion  in  relation  to  the  aecret  jonroBl  .  039 
«ii  intredndng  the  uid  motion,  and  after- 

midf 946,  968,  981 

in  teplf  to  Mr.  Vimnm  ■  -  -  %»  "86 
OB  the  NaTy  appropriationB  -  998,  10(^1004 
on  the  bill  relating  to  plurality  of  officei  -  1006 
Inttoductoi^  of  a   reaolution  to  repeal  the 

dn^  on  calt 1033 

in  ivfi3  to  Mr.  Thomai  on  that  anhjeet  •  1024 
in  lep^  to  Mr.  Quiocy  on  the  hill  on  the 

■■me  aubject 1066 

OB  the  Hction  of  aaid  bill  eontinning  the 

Mediterranean  fnnd        ....  1063 
OD  dw  Senate'!  amendment  to  the  taid  bill    i096, 
1096,  1007, 1099 
'  <m  the  Senate'!  adherence  to  said  amend- 
ment, after  conference    •        -        -        -  1 103 
Bandolph,  T.  M.  philip|Hc  of,  against  John  Ran- 
dolph      1103 

^ology  of,  to  the  Honae  fiir  hie  Tebemence    1106 
■■pp^  Oeoi^,  and  othere.    (See  tfivtnonu.) 
Beeo!!  of  Uongrau,  a  joint  committee  to  infbm 

the  President  of  the  proposed  •        ■  1100 

Heeoids,  dec.     (Sec  Slate  Aeli.) 
B«tagees,  a  report  from  the  ComBUisloneTs  under 

the  act  fcr  relief  of,  referred  -  .  -373 
a  bill  presented,  read  twice,  and  committed  381 
mrdeted  to  ■  third  reading  -  •  .  -  994 
read  a  thin!  tine,  and  passed      -  -    397 

copy  of  the  report  of  the  Commissioners  on. 
dertbe  an  for  the  relief  of      -        -        -1088 
■eveaoe,  a  reaolntioQ  directing  the  Baerelaty  of 
the  Tressory  to  ftirnish  a  statement  of  the 
■mount  of,  deriTed  &om  certain  soarce*        4in 
BariMd  and  Unfinished  BDsinesi,meflibersafthe 


8H 

, d  by  said  committee    -     385,476 

Benrintionary  wu,  the  Committee  of  Claims  in- 
itnicted  l«  inquire  what  further 


Bevplotionaiy  war— continned.  Pip 

a  bill  reported  in  ponaauoe    tbenoC  read 

twice,  and  referred  -  -  -        -  n 

discussed,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading  •  9 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed  -  •  -  S 
ntDined  bom  the  Senate  with  amrBrlm^rti, 

and  rderred  to  Committee  an  CUima      ■   n 
tlM  report  of  aaid  conaiittee  I*id  (u  the  ta- 
ble        sr 

debate  on  said  report  -         -         -        -   W 

a  motion  to  recommit  the  bill  lost        -        ■   W 
a  motion  to  amend  by  placing  on  the  list  of 
pensioncTH  all  who  are  now  «n  the  pro- 
■ion  Itita  of  the  loeral  States  negmlrred    K 
the  amendments  of  the  8eii*t«,  ■gmiiil  to    -   H 
the  act  as  approved    •        -         •         -        -  IBi 
a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  War,  in  rela- 
bon  to  dainu  to  land  Gw  oulilatj  serrices 
during  the     -        -        -         -         -        •  H\i 
a  leaolutian  directing  the  Secretaij  of  War 
to  report,  at  the  nezl  session,  a  list  ofpm- 
■ionen  placed  on  the  rolls  of  the  raspecXiTe 

States  during  the IW 

Bhea,  Mr.,  of  Tennessee,  ^eedi    of^  on  Hr. 

Orel's  noD-importatian  resolatioa  -   tS 

on  Mr.  Randolph's  reaolntians  relating  to 
plurab^  of  offices  -        -        -         -      8M,  Mt 

expresses  opposition  to  the  bill  on  the  lait 
subject  ......    ion 

remarks  oC,  on  the  Senate's  ameodmenE  to 
the  salt  bill  -        -        -        -  1096, 1098, 1M 

Rhode  Island,  sundiy  resdntions  of  Ae  GeneiBl 

Assembly  of,  disagreeing  to  the  resdntioD* 

of  Kentucky  and  PennsylTsnia,  on  tbs 

amendment  of  the  Constitution        -       -    Sn 

Roban,  Francis,  a  deposition  e(  relatin  to  ^u- 

iah  aggressions        .....  llll 

Rodney,  Thomas,  a  note  of,  on  the  affidaTit  of 

Flanagan ll») 

oopy  of  a  letter  from,  to  GoTtsnor  WiUiami  IHI 
Roibnry,  Massachoaelts,  a  bill  to  declare,  a  pot 
of  dehveij,  and  for  other  pnrpoassi  read 
twice  and  committed      -        -        .        -    301 
reported  without  amendmrnt,  and  ordsnd  to 

a  third  reading        -        ...        -    SI 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed  .       .    Jit 

retomed  from  tike  Senate  with  an  tmeod- 

wfaich  amendment  was  coneumd  in  .       -    HI 
the  act  M  appniTed    -        -        -        .       .  IBS 
Rule*  and  Orders,  a  resolution  adoptiag  the,  ct 

the  last  session «> 

resolution*  to  amend,  laifl  on  the  taUa       •   *l^ 
Mr.  Leib'*  resolution  to  amend  -        .       -   (4i 
Mr.Thomas  aubmit*  a  reaolution  to  imead   tti 
Ramsey,  David,  a  letter  from,  complaining  "f'^ 
impressment  of  hi*  son,  re&md  to  Iht 
Secretary  of  State  -        -        .        .       •   U 
Ruasell,  Gilbert  C,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  Ibr  Iht 

reliefof >" 

resd  twiee,and  committed  -        •        *       *   ^ 
read  a  third  time,  and  pasaed      -  -  ""' 


Sabine,  information  fimn  the  Presidmt  of  iano- 

vatione  by  Spanish  troops  on  the    -      -  ^ 

SaiUy,  Mr.,  objects  lo  Mr.  GoldsboroQgh  bong"' 

cased  from  voting  -        -        -        .      -  '1 

St  Clab,  Arthur,  a  petition  ol^  prajing  I*  ^ 
heud  at  the  bar  of  the  Honae  -  * 
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Iviii 


t.  Glur,  Arthur — eoatinntd.  Pi 

a  reaolatioii  llut  he  be  hean),  Itid  on  the 
UblB 

the  leaolution  ■greed  to,  mud  m  day  mppoiut' 


the  MUue  postponed  indeGnilely         -        -    ' 
t.  Domingo,  •  bill  fiom  the  Benate  to  mipend 

trade  wttfa,  refeiicd         -        -        ■        -    < 
debated,  and  poMponed      ...     4W,  i 


the  act  >«  apptoved 1338 

ttlem,  Manachuaetta,  memorial  of  the  inhfttiit- 

antii  of,  relatiTe  to  aggrcsauma,  &e.         •    414 
'•It,  Mr.  Randolph'*  reaolution  iiutrncling  the 
Commiitee  of  Wayi  andMeana  to  inquire 
into  the  expediency  of  repealing  the  duty 

on 1083 

the  reaolntion  agreed  to,  and  referred         -  I03fi 
a  bill  reported  in  pnrauattee  thereof,  read 

twice lOSe 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        •        •        •  1063 
read  a  third  time,  and  paaied     ...  1067 
returned  from  the  Senate  nith  amuidment  .  1083 
the  amendoieut  diaagreed  to,  and  a  confer- 
ence aaked      1084 

the  manager*  report  the  adherence  of  the 

Senate 1101 

the  Honae  recede  from  their  diaagreement  -  1 105 
landlord,  Mr.,  appointed  on  the  committee  loin, 
quire  into  the  omdact  of  the  Postmaiter 
General,  (in  place  of  Mr.  Clinton,  abacol)    933 
9ayre,  Stephen,  the  petition  of,  and  the  report 

made  on  it  at  the  laat  aeanon,  referred     -    37^ 

Seamen,  sundry  reaolutioni  relating  to,aadmer- 

chaut  veaaela,  referred     .         .         .         ■ 

Secret  Joamal,  Mr.  Randolph  gWea  notiea  ol  .tn 

intended  motion,  in  relation  to  the  - 

the  laid  motion  made         .... 

B  queatiMi  of  order  ariaaa  on  the  motion,  and 

Uie  Speaker'a  deciaion  i>  rereraed    -        -    956 
another  motion  of  Mr.  Randolph,  on  the  nm« 
nlt^ect,  negatiTed  -        -        -        -        . 
a  motion  to  aaend  the,ananiraaaily  carried  1136 
Beoret  proceedings  the  journal  of      ...  1117 
Senate,  the  Eouae  intormed  that  they  have  i>im> 
ed  a  quonun,  and  elected  Samuel  Smidi, 
Vreniant  pro  ttm,  .... 

Bargeant-Bt-Arma,areaoiutioD  to oonpenaale the, 
for  ellra  aerricea,  laid  on  the  table  - 
the  reaolution  refiirred  to  a  select  committee 
Htell  Castle  Island,  a  resolution  inatmcting  tba 
Committee  on  Commerce  and  Manu&o. 
lores  to  indude,  in  the  district  of  Wash- 
ington, North  Carolina  •        .        -        . 
Ships-of-the-line,  a  reaolution  to  buMd,  read,  and 

Shoals,  a  resolution  to  survey  the,  of  Capes  Hat. 
terai  and  Lookout,  and  the  Frying  Pan, 


a  report  thereon        ..... 
Sibley,  Dr.  John,  extracta  of  lettera  from,  to  the 

Secretary  of  War  -        -         1206,  1306,  1307 
Sinking  Fund,  a  report  bom  the  Commiasioiiers 

ofthe 1153 

Slate  Company,  a  r^Mirt  on  the  petition  of  the 

DutcheB  county,  refusing  the  prayer 
BIbtbs,  a  resolution  to  tax  the  importaliaB  ot, 

laid  on  the  table 373 

called  up,  and  postponed    .        .        -        • 


Slsvea,  importation  oF — continued.  Page. 

progress  reported,  and  leaTe  granted  to  nt 

again 351,    373 

the  resolution  agreed  to,  and  a  bill  ordered       376 

a  bill  reported,  read  tnice,  and  committed  .     307 

the  bill  debated,  and  ordered  to  a  third  read- 
ing          434,  44S 

read  a  third  time,  and  recommitted  to  a  select 
committee      -'....    444 '' 

■aid  committee  report  •  new  Inll,  and  a  mo- 
tiim  to  reject  lost    .....    533 

resolutions  of  the  General  Asaembly  of  Ver. 
mont,  proposing  such  an  amendment  of 
the  Conatitution  u  to  preTent  the  import- 
ation of,  read,  and  laid  on  the  table         .    344 

a  committee  appointed  to  inquire  nbal  addi- 
tional pronsions  by  Ian  are  necessary  to 
prevent  the  importation  of      .        ■        .    44fi 

a  report  from  aaid  commiitee      ...    47s 

the  report  referred  to  the  Committee  of  die 
Whole 473 

a  resolution  reported,  twice  read,  and  agreed 
10,  a  committee  appointed,  and  a  bill  or- 
dered      53* 

a  bill  to  prevent  the  introduction  of,  into  the 
Mississippi  and  Orleans  Territories,  read 
twice,  and  oommilted      .        -        -        .    873, 

sundry  petitions,  praying  that  the  introduc- 
Uon  of,  may  be  permitted  into  the  Terri- 
tory of  IniUana      -        .        .        .      393,  B48 
Sloan,  Mr.,  remarks  of,  on  hia  resolution  to  tax 

the  hnpottation  of  alavea        -        ~     346,  3M 

introductory  of  his  resolution  on  the  subject 
of  British  aggreetiona    .        •        .        .    448 

on  the  Senate  bill  in  relation  to  the  Society 
of  Harmony 4M 

objectiona  of,  to  incorporating  the  I^esbyts- 
rian  Congregation  of  Georgetown  .        .    478 

objections  of,  to  recommitting  the  bill  author- 
iiing  the  issue  of  land  warrants      -        .    tt09 

remarks  of,  on  the  resolutions  relating  to 
defence  of  porta  and  harbors  .        .        -    fiSO 

on  Mr.  Oregirs  non -importation  resolution  -    60S 

on  Mr.  Nicholson's  resolution  on  the  same 
■nl^ct 801 

on  Mr.  Clark's  rasolution  of  inquiry  into  the 
conduct  of  the  Poatmaatar  General  •    833 

opposes  the  motion  to  racoaimit  the  non-im- 
portation resolution        .        -        .        .    37$ 

remarks  of,  on  the  motion  to  rqect  the  Sen- 
ate  bill  on  the  Yasao  lands      ...    907 

on  Mr.  Randolph's  motion  in  relation  to  the 
secret  journal         .....    Se8 

cm  the  Senate'a  amendment  to  the  adt  I»ll  -  109ft 

■peach  ot,  introductory  of  two  resolutions,  in 
relation  to  the  appointment  of  oommittae   1107 
SiniUe,  Mr.,  remarka  of,  on  refarenoe  of  a  part  of 


on  the  bill  to  jM^hibit  the  exportation  of 

on  the  rewlnliDn  le  presenta  sword  to  Oeii. 
Eaton 

moves  to  recommit  tiie  said  resolution         -    : 

remtriu  at,  on  the  resolnlion  to  tax  the  im- 
portation of  •laves  .        .        .        .    ; 

movsa  t»  discharge  the  Committee  of  Waya 
and  Means  fiom  so  much  of  the  Pieai- 
dent's  Mmssgn  as  teUI 
belligerent  Powen 


hyGoc^lc 


Ux 


INDEX. 

Binue  Prvceeding*  and  Debaes. 


P«gB 


8milie,MT.-   

nmtiia  or,  an  the  resolutioni  relating  lo  ae- 
tence  ofpoits  and  bvboM      386,  388,  39fl,  533 

in  aopporl  of  his  motion  juel  abova  men- 
tioned     410 

on  the  Senate  bill,  relating  to  the  Societ?  of 
Harmony *«.  468 

in  fcTor  of  the  bill  to  incorporola  the  Pres- 
byterian Congregation  of  Georgetown     -     478 

on  the  resolution  to  amend  the  Constitution     503 

on  the  bill  to  prohibit  trade  with  St.  Do- 
mingo     BJ'S 

on  Mr.  Gregg's  non-importation  TesoiuUon  583, 749 

in  reply  to  Mr.  Leib,  on  his  motion  to  dii- 
diBTge  the  Committee  (same  subject)      -     762 

opposes  the  rising  of  the  Committee  from  Mr. 
Nicholson's  resolulion     -        •        -     707, 833 

remarksof.on  Mr.  Clark's  resolndon,  relating  , 
to  the  Postmaster  Genrral       -        -        -     832 

opposes  the  postponement  of  the  Cumber- 
land road  biU  S37 

lemarks  of,  on  Mr.  Randolph's  plurality  res- 
olution! ......    888 

on  the  motion  to  reject  the  Senate  bill  on 
Tszoo  lands  ------    916 

on  the  Navy  ippTopriations         -        .        .  1002 
*      on  the  bill  relating  to  pinralitj  of  offices  1008, 1013 

proposes  a  new  section  to  the  bill  (or  fortily- 
inf  ports  and  harbors      .        -        .        ■  1030 

icmarba  o(  on  the  Senate's  amendment  to 

the  Slit  bill 1101 

Sbith,  Samuel,  information  to  the  House  of  hla 
ejection  ai  President  pro  tempore,  of  the 

Senate 366 

Anith,  John  C,  remarks  tit,  on  the  bill  to  prohi- 
bit the  eiporUtion  of  arms,  dec.       -        -     262 

on  the  Rovalutionarj  pension  bill        -        -     396 

on  die  resolution  to  tui  ^e  importation  of 
alsTes 373,443 

on  Mr.  Eatly'a  resolution  relating  to  defence 
of  ports  and  harbors        -        .        .        .    393 

on  the  bill  for  payment  of  witnesses    -        -    490 

on  the  bill  to  prohibit  trade  with  St  Do- 
mingo    613 

Smith,  William  8,  (See  Ltrndtr,  end  Ogdm.  S.  C.) 
South  Carolina,  a  renolution  lo  refer  an  act  of 
die  Stale  of,  (la^g  a  diit;r  Q"  tonnage, 
&«.,)  to  a  select  committee     -,       -        -     363 

■  Ull  raported  by  said  Committee,  giving  the 

assent  of  Congress,  read  twice  -  ""' 

progress  reported,  &c.        ... 

•mended  and  ordered  to  ■  fiord  reading 

read  a  third  time,  and  pasaed 

Ae  act,  as  approved    -        -        .        - 

the  President  transmits  a  letter  from 
GoTemor  of,  statiDg  the  cession  to  the 
United  States  ofeartaln  forte,  Ac,  referred    430 
Smithard,  Mr.,  remarks  of,  on  die  rvsolatian  to 

t«i  the  impoitatien  oCsUves  -        -     348,  363 

fai  bvor  of  the  bill  to  incorporate  the  Pnd)y> 
iCTiait  Congregation  of  Oeorgetoitn         -    479 
Spun,  Mr.  Randolph's  bntory  of  onr  difierenees 

with 946 

doenmenta  transmitted  by  the  Preaident,  ro- 
uting lo  negotiations  with  -        -1166 
Spalding,  Elexhis,  aOowance  made  te,  fes  eitn 


IC36 


Spalding,  Tbomaa — continued.  hp. 

a  report  thereon  committed  to  CommiUee  of 

dio  Whole « 

the  report  recommitted       -         -         -         -    IM 
takes  hia  seat  as  a  member  •         -         -    111 

calls  for  the  reading  of  the  rule  prohibitiiic 
a  member  from  TOting  on  a  question  In 
which  heia  personally  interested         -         -    9t: 

thorixing  the  purchase  of  certun,   rsad 
twice  and  committed       -         -         .         .  tm 
amended  and  ordered  to  a  third  ie«ditig       -  1111 
■ent  conGdenliallj  to  the  Senate  -         -  1119 

Sparks,  Captain  R.,  a  letter  from,  to  Goremor 

Wilhama IIH 

Speaker,  rules  concerning  the  duty  of  the  -         -    3S7 
Stknding  rules  and  orders,  a  report  from  the  c(hb- 

mittee  on,  read  and  reteircd    -        -         -    TH 

report  debated  -        -        -        -         -      284, 1» 

amended  and  concurred  in     '     -         -         -    Vi 

the  amendment  to  one  of  the,  aa  adopted    -    3M 

Stanton,  Mr.,  speech  of;  on  Mr.  Gregg's  non-im- 


Slate  Acta,  records,  &C.,  a  comm 

to  make  provision  for  preaerilnDg  the 
manner  of  proving,  Ac  •  •  -  •  jn 
a  hill  reported,  read,  twico,  and  committed  SIE 
irted  without  amendiocnt,  and  postponed  83} 
ced  to  •  third  reading,  read  a  third  tme, 
•ud  paased  .  .  -  -  -  -  lOlt 
State  balances,  information  from  the  Piwdesit, 

thst  New  York  ia  the  mily  State  that  has  ^ 
diacharged  any  part  of  the,  reported        -  331 
8lBt«  Courts,  a  bill  to  extend  jnnsdtcti<Hi  in  ear- 
tain  cases  to  judges  ot,  twice  read,  and  i«- 
ferred  lo  Committee  of  the  Whole  -        -    ast 
reported  with  amendments         ...    171 
the  amendmenta  agreed  to,  and  bill  ftuthn 

amended,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading  3!K 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed  -  -  -  3M 
retumed  IroDi  the  Senate  with  atBesdmaotB  tfi 
bill  and  amendmeiU  referred  to  a  xpeaak 


reported    with    aajenduenb,  wludi   ' 

agteedlo 

the  act  aa  approved    -  -  •  l: 

Suffi-aga,  a  bill  lo  remove  die  limitation  lo  tfae 
right  of,  in  Miasias)]:^  twice  read,  •    ' 

caDad  up,  without  umaa  thereon    - 
Supplamantal  jovial  (being  that  of  tbe  aacrat 


proceedings)  • 


Talleyrand,  C.  M.,  tetten  &mn,  to  Oettoral  Arm- 

■trong 1218,  ISO 

TaUmadge,  Mr.,  remarks  of,  on  the  bill  eMaUish- 

ing  rules  for  the  Army   -        -        -   '    .    m 
on  the  bill  sathoriung  a  detachment  of  mi- 


litia 

reaidution  to  repeal  so  mnch  of  any 
act  aa  applVpriates  any  portion  of  tbe  lamb 
eoudi  M  Ibe  State  of,  lo  satts^  darms  de- 
rived Ihim  Oeorgia  -        .        -        .    3 

a  bill  ttma  the  Senate  to  auAoriie  tbe  Stale 
0^  to  ime  giants,  dtc,  twice  read  and  re- 
fnred 7 

reptnted  with  aeveral  amendments,  whick 
were  agreed  to,  and  reAnred  ts  Pi  nan  lit 
tee  of  the  Whole  .        .        .       .    t 


DTOBX. 

Unite  Proceedings  and  Debatet. 


Mi 


TeviBnee — continued.  I 

■even!  Bmeniliaenu  made,  which,  with  the 
bill,  were  niponcd  ■        •        ■        .        ■ 
the  bill  ordered  to  a  third  reading 
read  It  third  (irae.  and  passed      -        .        - 
k  bill  froia  the  Senate  reguhitbg  the  grant* 
of  land,  &c.,  south  or  the  State  or,  read, 
and  Mi.  Nelaon's  motion  to  reject  debated 
>f  hich  motioa  to  reject  proTaUed 
B  bill  presented  in  (ddition  to  the  set  regu- 
lating grants,  dec,  twice  read,  and  referred 
reported  with  icTeral  amendment*,  which 
were  twice  lewt,  agreed  to,  and  the  bill  as 
amended  ordered  to  a  third  reading 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed      ... 
tetomed  Erom  the  Senate  with  smcndmenta 
which  amendments  were  agreed  to     - 
the  act.  as  approred  -        -        -        .        . 
TraBenee  river,  reaolDtionlo  proTidefor  opening 
the  navigation  or,  referred       .        -        . 
Territorial  Courts,  a  bill  suppletaentaiy  to  the  act 
to  extend   the  juriuliction  of,  in  certain 
cases,  read  twice,  and  committed     . 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  .        -        -        . 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed      ... 
returned  from  the  Senate  with  amendments, 
and  agreed  t6         ..... 
the  act  as  approved    -        .        .        .        . 
Thomas,  Mr.,  reniBTlu  of,  on  the  resoIutioD  relat- 
ing to  defence  of  ports  and  harbors 
on  Mr.  Gregg's  non-imponation  resolution 
on  the  motion  of  indefinite   postponement 
of  the  resolution  relating  to  Yazoo  claims 
remarks  of,  on  his  moLon   to  amend  the 

remarks  of,  introducing  an  amendment  to 

the  Constitution     -        .        .        . 
remaAs_af,  an  the  motion  to  reject  the  Sen- 


obilt 


arks  of,  on  Mr.  Randolph's  resolulion 


Toppan,  Edward,  and  others,  bill  ordered  lor 

liefof 

bill  presented,  read  twice,  and  referred  to 

Committee  of  the  Whole 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  . 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed 

Toulmin,  Jodge,  extract  of  letters  &om,  to  the 

Secretsry  of  Suie  .        -        .  IIM, 

Tnding-houses,  a  bill  to  continne  in  fbroe  the  aet 

eatsUishing,  with  Indimn  tribes,  read  twice 

and  committed       ..... 

a  bill  reported  to  sstaUiah,  witii  the  Indian 

tribes,  read  twice  and  committed 
reported    with    amendments,   which   were 
agreed  to,  and  bill  Ordered  to  a  third  read- 


read  a  third  time,  and  passed 

returned  from  the  Senate  with  atoeadmeots  1' 

the  act,  as  approved 1 

Treasury,  annual  report  of  the  Secretai;  of  tli«  • 
another  report,  with  certain  estBnales,  du.  -     ' 
a  resolution  directing  reports  to  be  piinl«d  • 
the  Secretarjr  of  the,  in  rep);  to  sundry  teso- 

a  resolution  calling  tor  the  names  of  persons 
in  whose  favor  bills  have  been  drawn  on 
the,  b}^  oar  Minister  in  France,  &c. 
a  report  in  reply  to  aaid  reaolution 
ft  supplementary  report  on  same  nibject 


Page. 

Treaties,  a  Message  fiom  the  Premdent  traiumit- 

tiog,  with  certain  Indian  tribes         -        -    42& 

Tripoli,  snndry  documents  fk«ai  the  President  re- 
lating to  the  ex-Bashaw  of     -        -        -    339 

Tuns,  iafmnaiicin  conununiceted  in  relation  to 

QUI  affairs  with 1033 

Turner,  Captain,  extracts  of  letters  from,  to  Gen- 
eral Wilkinson        -         .         .         .  1206,  1207 
Turresu,  General,  letters  Irom,  to  the  Secretary  of 

State 1317,  1318 

U. 
Ulysses,  ship.     (See  Breck,  William.) 
Union,  Mr.  Macon's  sentiments  on  the  impropri. 
ety  of  ever  alluding  to  the  possibility  of  a 
dissolution  of  this  -        -        .        .        .    664 
Dnion,  ship.     (See  Hutaey,  Trittram.) 
United  States  debts,  bill  makiiig  provision  for  the 

eitbguishmeut  of  the     •        -        -        -    463 
University,  memorial  in  relation  to,  in  Washiog- 


Valk,  Jacob  B.,  and  another,  a  deposition  of,  re- 
lating to  Spanish  invasiona      ...  iisi 
Van  Cortlandt,  Mr.,  opposes  the  Potomac  bridge    417 
Vamum,  Mr.,  remarks  of,  introductory  of  a  reso- 
lution relating  to  Revolutionary  pensions    S67 
remarks  of,  on  the  bill  reUting  to  foreign 

coins 39S 

remarks  of,  on   the  resolution  in  honor  of 

General  Eaton        ....     sie,  319 
lemarks  of,  on  the  bill  authorizing  a  detach- 
ment of  militia      ....     401,403 
remarks  ci,  OD  Mr.  Randolph's  resdution  re- 
lating to  )>lara]ily  of  offices     -        .        -     929 
remarks  of,  m  reply  to  Mr.  Randolph's  at- 
tack upon  him         .....    06S 
renurka  of,  in  rgoinder      ....    987 
speech  of,  on  fte  organization  of  the  miUtia  1049 
Vermont,  res<yintions  of  the  General  Assembly 
of,  proposing  an  amendment  to  the  Con- 
siitntisn,  so  as  t«  prevent  (he  inpoitation 
of  slaves  -        -     -  -        •        .344 

Very,  Jonathan,  an  adverse  report  on  the  petition 

of 89S 

Teasels,  a  resolution  relating  to  the  fnrther  saJb- 

guard  of -     906 

a  bill  in  pursuance  of  the  residtltioil  twice 

read  and  oommitted        ....     sm 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        ■        •        ■  1018 
reada  third  time,  and  passed      -        ~  l\  '  I'^^X 
Viucennes,  a  petition  of  sundry  inhsbitanle  \>' 

tile  district  of  -         -         .      ,'.         -     618 

Tine,  a  petition  asking  a  grant  or  sale,  on  cer- 
tain conditions  of  land,  lor  the  cultivation 

of  the 396 

W. 
Walpole,  Sir  Robert,  Mr.  Randidph  quotes  a  re- 
mark of 657 

Warlike  Stores,  a  resolution  requesting  the  Pres- 
ident to  cause  to  be  laid  before  the  Rouse 
an  account  of,  ftc,  ordered  to  lie  on  llie 
table      .......     844 

WasMugton,  District  of  Columbia,  a  petition  of 

the  inhalntants,  praying  Ibr  a  public  road    324 
a  meoiorial  of  trustees  reUting  to  the  estab- 
liahmentof  a  *"" 


Iziii 


Boute  Proceedinga  and  Debaia. 


Ptge. 
WubingtoD,  Biuhtodi  Wld  Lawrence  Ltwia,  pe- 
tition of,  u  executon  of  Gioboi  Wiih- 
insTon,  fnjiag  a  Mufinnatiou  of  title 
,  to  c«rl*m  Undi      .....     77B 
Wi;>  and  Meant,  meoibMs  of  the  CoBmittee  of    3W 
Webb,  Jonah  H.,  a  lull  ordered  for  the  relief  of    893 
Weiit,  Henry,  report  of  the  Poetmuter  General 

on  the  petition  of 631 

^eatbury,  Winiam,  affidavit  of,  relating  to  Bpan- 

iih  aggreiaiona       ....        '<11BB 

Weat  India  I'rade,  a  resolution  to  regulate  llie. 

referred  ......    461 

Wheaton,   Joseph,  election  of,  at  Serjeant-^t. 

Arme 356 

allowance  made  to,  br  extra  Mr*ice«  -        -    4S9 
Wilkinson,   General  James,  eitracta  of  letten 

from,  to  the  Secretary  of  War  ISOS,  1203, 1304 
Williami,  Mr.  D.  R.,  atfumeot  of,  for  poBlponiog 
the  reeolution  to  tax  the  importation  nf 

ilavei 374 

Temarki  of,  on  Mr.  Eaily'g  resolution  rela- 
ting to  defence  of  porta,  dtc.  ...     3S4 
on  the  bUI  to  tax  the  importation  of  slaTet    439 
fpeech  of,  on  Mr.  Gregg's  nan-importation 

reaolotion 643 

on  the  motion  to  reject  the  Senate  bill  rela- 

tbg  to  Yazoo  lands         ■        ■        -        -     916 
remanu  on  hii  motion  to  amend  the  Navy 

appropriation  bill 908 

an  the  bill  relating  to  plurality  of  offices      -  lOOS 
on  the  Senate'*  idherence  to  their  amend- 
ment of  the  salt  bill       ....  iioa 

William*,  Mr.,  remarka  of;  on  the  reeolution  for 

defeof  e  of  porta  and  harbors   -        .     379,  887 
•peech  ot;  on  Mr.  Gregg's  non-importation 
readution       ......     B7S 

moves  a  proviso  to  the  bill  on  plurality  of 

oOcea 1009 

remarks  ot^  on  the  motion  reUting  to  Ogden 

and  Smith 1086 

WilUama,  GoTemor  Robert,  letten  from,  to  the 

Secretary  of  State  -        .        .  1187,1196 

to  Cballea  d«  Orandpr^      -  119G,  1199 

t«  Lientanant  Wilaon  •  -  -  -  1196 
toCaptain  Sparks      .        .        ■  1197,  ISOl 

to  Jadge  Rodney 1301 

orders  giien  by,  to  Colonel  Ellis        .        .  1197 
WiboD,  Willis,  a  repoirt  on  Ae  petition  of,  read 

sad  refeired  ......    48S 

Wilaon,  Lleutensnt  William,  a  letter  from  to 

(Sovemor  Williams        ....  HQfi 

Witnesses,  a  bill  for  the  payment  o(  in  the  caae 

of  impeachmeDt.  read  twice    ...    4M 
•bill  from  the  Senate  on  the  same  lubject, 
read  twice  and  committed       ...    454 

a  debate  on  the  bill 490 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....  944 
the  bill  recommitted  -  ...  -  9BS 
amended  and  passed  as  amended  -  -  1067 
the  Senate  disagree  to  the  amendment,  and 

ask  a  conference    .....  1068 
the  Honss  insist,  but  agree   to  the  confer- 
ence       1078 

on  Oie  report  of  the  managers  tb*  House 

recede 1084 

the  act,  as  approved 1373 


Wood  Island,  a  Ml  presented  to  provide  Iims 
light-honae,  and  for  other  purposes,  read 
twice,  and  committed     -         -         -        •   < 

reported  without  amendment,  and  ordered 
to  •  third  reading I 

recommitted,  amended,  and  passed  as  amcod- 


tbe  act,  «s  approved  - 


Yazoo  Claims,  a  residution  on  the  autgsct  o(  o< 
d«ed  to  lie  on  the  table  .         .         - 
called  up,  and  postponed   - 


a  bill  Irom  the  Senate  00  the  s 

is  met  by  a  motion  of  rejectioa        -        -    M 
whidi  motion,  after  debate,  prevailed         ■   M 
Yeas  and  Nays,  on  the  question  of  Mr.  Cotrles 

Mead's  right  to  a  seat  -        -    III 

on  the  same  question  aa  to   Mr.  Thooas 

Spalding JIJ 

on  an  amendment  to  the  resolotion  in  honor 

of  General  Eaton  -  -  -  .  .  ttO 
on  granting  leave  to  the  Committee  oT  the 

Whole  to  sit  again  on  the  msolnban  to  tax 

the  importation  of  alaves  ■  -  •  SSI 
on  the  question  of  adopting  said  resolotiM  Hi 
□n  the  lesolntian  to  erect  a  bridge  over  ike 

Potomac  river  -  .  .  .  .  4t7 
on  a  motion  to  postpone  the  bill  to  tax  the 

of  slaves      .         .        -       -    H3 


on  concurring  with  the  Committee  of  the 

Whole  on  the  bill  relating  to  drawbwi  tU 
on  an  amendment  offered  to  the  Senate  Ul 

relating  to  the  Socie^  of  HarmoDj  -  4" 
on  the  question  of  passing  said  bill  •  -  477 
on  the  bill  to  incorporate  the  Presbyterian 

Congregation  of  Georgetown  -  •  l^i 
on  the  bdl  far  the  relief  of  NicUio  and 

Griffith US 

on  the  bill  to  increase  the  aalaiies  of  the 

judges  of  OrleaiM  Teiritoiy  -  •  •  W 
~     '    '  "    '  )t  of  the  reaolDliaB 


theCoa 


a  indMni 


sfinitely  p 

importation  of  slaves 
on  IM  reeolution  to  pnrchase  one  hnodrsd 

and  thirty  oejries  of  the  Jonmals  of  (Joo- 

gvoaa ■   1 

on  diseharging  the  Conuninae  of  dM  Whok 

from  Mr.  Gregg's  resolniion  •  .  -  ' 
[>n  discharging  the  Committee  of  the  WMs 

from  Mr.  Sioan'a  resiJutioD  on  the  noit 

subject  -  .  .  -  ...  I 
on  the  Tate  per  centum  to  be  allowed  on  tb« 

Potomac  Bridge • 

aa  a  motton  to  add  a  new  section  t»  said 

biU ■  » 

on  the  question  of  passing  said  bill    ■      ■  ** 
[>n  the  first  reeolution  fin  defaiea  of  potti 

and  harbora  -  -  .  .  -  -  ^ 
an  the  second  -  -  -  .  -  •  ^ 
on  the  third ■  * 
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Yeas  ■nil  Ni;i— continued.  Pigc. 

on  ui  *iiiendmeDt  to  the   g«uertl  appro- 

priation  bill    --.... 
on  the  tint  ofMr.  Ruidolph'a  naolntioDB  ni> 

lating  to  plnrilit;  of  aflicM     ... 
on  the  motion  to  reject  the  8enalebiU  in  te- 

l&tion  to  the  Yazoo  landi        ... 
on   Mr.  Bandolph'e  second  reulutioii   re- 

Ikling  to  plnntlity  of  officei     - 
on  the  qneitioD  of  portponing  indeSnitolj 

his  third  reiolutlon  on  Ihatsubject  - 
on  the  question  of  adopting  laid  reiolation 
on  agreeing  to  the  araendmenta  of  the  Sen- 
ate to  the  ReTcdutioDar;  pennon  bill 
on  the  amendment  to  the  bil 

of  nitnn 
on  an  appeal  from  the  Speaker's  decision  u 

to  (he  propriety  of  rekding  the  Presideiit's 

confidential  Menage  of  the  ~  *  ~ 
on  agreeing  to  Mr.  Randolph's 

lation  to  the  secret  jonmal 
on  a  new  lectitHi  proposed  to  the  btU,  author^ 

iung   the  State   of  Tennessee   to  iasuo 


Page. 


0  the  bill  for  pcymeDl 


B5e 
•    993 


I,  dec 


B9T 


-  1002 

on  a  proviso  moved  by  iHr.  N.  William*  to 
the  bill  telatiiig  to  plnraU^  of  offices      -  1009 

on  a  motion  to  recommit  the  Senate  bill,  au- 
thoriang  the  State  of  Tenneaaee  to  iaaui 
grants,  Ac    -        -        - 

on  the  paaaage  of  the  bill  relating  to  pltt 
rality  of  offices 1016 

on  the  bill  relatiDg  to  records  of  State 
Courts,  &c 1017 

on  the  bill  for  the  further  safeguard  of  mer- 
chant veusia,  &o.  loss 

on  the  bin  to  cany  into  effect  the  Chickasair 
treaty lOSe 

on  the  motion  to  atrike 

of  die  bill  for  deienceof  ports,  Ac  -        -  1051 

on  Uh  motion  to  amend  the  same 

on  itideSnitely  postponing  the  biD  fcr  re- 
demption of  the  paUic  debt    -        -        '1066 

on  the  passage  of  the  biH  to  repeal  the  dnty 
on  salt  -        -  ....  1067 

on  amendment  to  the  Mil  for  payment  of 

on  amendmait  oflbred  to  the  bill  rela^g  to  I 

a  NanI  Peaoe  Ealsbliidunnit  10711,  1076, 1077 

on  the  pasaafO  of  the  aaid  UU     -        -        -1078 

Ml  a  motion  te  lay  on  the  table  Ae  bill  to 

carry  into  aOect  the  Cherdtec  treaty        -  1679 


Yeas  and  Nays — continued. 

on  Mr.  lUndolph's  Inotion  to  strike  ei 

der   the   direction    of   the    Secretary   of 
Stale"  from  the  bill  to  settle  the  claims  of 

Gmera]  Eaton 1062 

on  the  motion  to  adhere  to  the  amendment 

to  the  bill  for  paying  witneises        .        .  1084 
on  the  motion  to  recede  therelrom      -        .  1066 
on  Mr.  Early's  resolution,  relating  to  the  me- 
morial of  Ogden  &  Smith        1003,  1093,  1094 
on  agreeing  to  the  Senate's  amendment  to 

the  bill  repealing  the  duty  on  salt    -        -  1096 
on  adhering  lo  disagreement  thereon  -        -  llOS 
on  the  passage  of  the  bill  fw  temporary  re- 
lief of  HamelGaranulli  -        -        -        -1106 
on  a  resolution  reported  in  secret  aasaion  to 
■ulhoriie  the  Preaidcul  to  raise  troops  foi 
defence  of  the  Bonlhem  fiontier      •        -  1 130 
on  filing  a  preamble  to  certain  resolutions     1133 
on  amending  the  resolution  relating  to  ex- 
traordinary  expenses    of   foreign   inter- 
course  ...        -         1123,  1124,  113S' 
on  the  passage  of  the  amended  resolution  -  1 136 
on  Ae  passage  of  the  resolutiun  relating  to 

arrangement  of  limits  with  Spain  -  -  1137 
on  a  motion  to  take  off  the  mjunction  of 
aeerecy  on  the  bill  providing  for  the  pur- 
chase of  certain  Spanish  territories  -  11S6 
on  sundry  amendments  to  said  bill  1139,  1130 
on  tbepaaageorsaidbill  -  -  -  -1133 
on  amending  the  confidential  meeaage  to  the 

Senate,  tranamitting  said  bill  -        -  1133 

on  a  motion  to  remove  Ibe  injunction  of 
secrecy  from  the  report  of  the  committee 
on  the  President's  Meastge  of  the  6th 

December 1134 

<H)  a  aimilar  motion  widi  regard  to  the  neo- 
Intion  BQlhoiiiing  an  exchange  of  teiri- 

tory  with  Spain 1136 

on  a  motion  to  amend  the  aecret  jonroal     -  1137 
on  a  motion  to  postpone  the  appointment  of 
a  committee  to  wait  on  the  President  wiQi 
the  resolntion  relating  to  exchange  of  ter- 

on  poatponing  the  connderstion  of  a  motion 
to  remora  &e  injunctioD  of  seeieey  from 
theprocaedingiofthesewiDn  ...  1139 
on  other  motions  to  pos^ne  the  same     -  1140, 
1141,  114S 
on  the  passage  of  the  reeolation  to  remove 
the  injunction  of  secrecy        ...  1143 
Ymjo,  the  Marquis  de  Casa,  letteta  (roni,  l«  the 

Secretary  of  Slate  ....  11S1,11S3 
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PUBLIC    ACTS. 


Pise. 

An  Act  making  an  idilitiand  ■ppropciMian  fin 
the  Nard  ttrnee  during  the  irear  on*  thou- 
■aod  «ighl  hundred  and  fiie      ...  1S2E 

An  Act  aiippkinii]t*i7  to  the  "Act  making  pro- 
*uiDn>  foi  the  payment  of  claim!  of  citiiens 
of  the  United  Btates  on  thi  QoTemment  of 
France,  the  p«ymetit  of  which  h*a  been  a*- 
nimed  hj  the  United  States,  bj  rirtne  of  the 
conTcntion  of  the  thirtieth  day  of  April,  one 
thoDund  eight  hundred  and  three,  between 
the  United  Bute*  and  the  French  Repohfic"  1335 

An  Act  to  provide  for  Light-houaea  ia  Long  Isl- 
and Bound ;  and  to  declare  RoxbDi;,  in  the 
State  of  MauBchuaetla,  to  be  *  port  of  de- 
lirery 1236 

An  Act  making  an  additional  appropriation  to 
mpply  the  deficiEDCj  in  the  appn^riation 
for  the  Naval  ■errice,  during  the  jeai  one 
thoiuand  eight  hundred  and  five         -        -  1236 

An  Aot  making  proriiion  for  deliajing  any  extra- 
ordinary expeiuea  atteodiog  the  inteicoone 
between  the  United  StMea  and  £>mgn  na- 
tiona 1SS6 

An  Act  making  a  turdter  appropriation  far  the 

enpport  irf'  a  Library  -----  m? 

An  Act  to  repeal,  in  part,  the  fonrth  aection  of  an 
act,  entitled  "An  act  to  anthoriie  a  grant  of 
landi  to  the  French  inbabitanta  of  Galhopo- 
lii  ;  and  lor  other  pnrpoeea  therein  mention- 
ed" 1227 

An  Act  for  the  relief  of  the  Goremor,  Secretary, 
aoid  Judges  of  the  late  Tcnitoiy  of  the  Uni- 
ted Stales  Norlhweit  of  the  river  Ohio        •  IS38 

An  Act  to  auapend  the  commercial  inlercoarM 
between  the  United  States  and  certain  parta 
of  the  island  of  Sl  Domingo     •        -        -  1338 

An  Act  aatboriiing  the  aale  of  a  tract  of  land,  in 

the  town  of  Uinonnali,  and  Stateof  Ohio  -  1339 

Am  Act  eitanding  the  powiri  of  the  Surreyor 
Ovaeral  to  the  Temtoiy  of  Louiaiana ;  and 
for  olhei  purpoaea 1330 

An  Act  for  altering  the  time  fiir  holding  the  cir- 
cuit contt  in  the  district  of  North  Carohna  ; 
and  for  abolishing  the  July  term  of  Ihe  Ken- 
tacky  diitrict  coort    ..... 

An  Act  declaring  the  consent  of  Congress  to  an 
act  of  the  Sule  of  Pennsylvania,  entitled 
"An  act  to  empower  the  Board  of  Wardens 
for  the  port  of  Philadelphia  to  collect  a  cer- 
tain du^  on  tonnage,  for  the  purposes  therein 
mentioned" -     1233 

An  Act  to  extend  jurisdiction  in  certain  cases  to 

State  Judges  and  Sute  Courts   -        -        -  1233 

An  Act  declaring  the  town  of  Jersey,  in  the  Bute 
of  New  Jci«ey,tobe  a  portof  delivery ;  and 
fer  erecting  a  Ught-houae  on  Wood  Island, 
or  Fletdier's  Neck,  in  Ihe  State  of  Maaaa- 

chasetts 1333 

An  Act  to  incorporate  ths  Trustees  of  the  Pres- 
byterian Congregation  of  Georgetown 


Pt«e- 

An  Act  declaring  the  consent  of  Congress  to  an 
act  of  the  Stale  of  Sonth  Carohna,  paned 
on  die  twenty-first  day  of  December,  In  the 
year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  four, 
io  far  as  the  same  relstee  to  snthoriiing  the 
Ci^  Council  of  Charleston  to  impose  and 
collect  a  duty  on  Ihe  tonnage  of  vcaseb  from 
foreign  ports       ....--  I33& 

An  Act  to  regulate  the  laying  out  and  making  a 
road  from  Cumberland,  in  Ihe  State  of  Ma- 
ryland, to  tiie  State  of  Ohio        -        •        -  133* 

An  Act  for  establishing  rules  and  articles  for  the 
goremnent  of  the  Armies  of  the  United 
Stale. 1338 

An  Act  relating  to  bonds  given  by  Marshals      -  13&3 

An  Act  regulating  the  currency  of  foreign  coina 

in  the  United  States 12S3 

An  Act  to  regulate  and  fix  the  compensations  of 
the  officers  of  the  Senate  and  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives      ......  I2H 

An  Act  directing  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
to  cauee  the  coast  of  North  Carolina,  be- 
twecn  Cape  Batterssand  Cape  Peer,  to  be 
surveyed  .......  1366 

An  Act  to  provide  for  peiMns  who  were  disabled 
by  known  wounds,  received  daring  the  Rev- 
olutionary war 1256 

An  Act  to  authorize  die  Secretary  ofWar  to  iania 

land  warrsnts,  and  for  other  purposes  -  1368 

An  Act  to  suspend  the  sale  of  certain  lands  in 

the  State  of  Ohio,  and  the  Indiana  Territory  1369  - 

An  Ad  to  prohibit  the  importation  of  certain 

goods,  wares,  and  merchandise   -        -        -  13G8 

An  Act  supplementary  to  the  act  ""^'"1;  provi*- 
ion  for  Iba  payment  of  daias  of  dtiiens  of 
the  United  Slatos  on  the  OovenuntBt  at 
Franca 134» 

An  Act  to  anthoriie  the  Stale  of  Tennessee  to 
issue  grants  and  periect  ttties  to  emtain 
lands  therein  described ;  and  to   settle  tha 


tends  within  the  awn* 

An  Act  snthoriiing  a  dotachment  from  the  Mili- 

lia  of  the  United  States      -  .1366 

An  Act  making  apprmriadons  for  the  sappoit  of 
Government  for  the  year  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  six        .        -        -        -        -  1S6II 

An  Act  making  provimon  for  the  compenaation 
of  witnesses  who  attended  the  tnal  of  llu 
inq)eaciimant  of  Samnel  Chase  -        -        -  1273 

An  Act  in  addition  to  an  act,  entitled  "An  act 
supplementary  to  the  act  providing  for  a  Na- 
val Peace  EsUblishment,  and  for  other  pur- 
poses"        13T2 

An  Act  for  the  regulation  of  the  times  of  holding 
the  court*  of  the  District  of  Columbia,  and 
for  other  purposes      .....  1S78 

An  Act  continuing  in  force,  for  a  ftarther  time,  the 
firat  section  of  the  act,  entitled  "An  act  fiir- 
Iher  to  protect  the  commerce  and  seamen  of 
the  United  Sutes  against  the  Baibaty  Pow- 
ers"   1374 
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An  Act  nippIemenUiy  to  id  act,  en^ed  "An  act 
fin  ■Meitaming  and  sdjuitiiig  the  titles  mil 
cUinu  to  lui{  within  the  Tenitoiy  of  Or- 
leuu,  and  the  district  of  LoniaiuM      -        -  1374 

An  Act  refpecting  the  clumi  to  land  in  the  Indi- 
ana Territoiy,  and  State  of  Ohio        -        •  1 

An  Act  to  regolate  and  fiz  the  compenaation  of 
derki,  ud  to  authoriu  the  lajiDgontof  cer- 
tain public  toads,  and  foi  oth«r  ptupoeea     -  '. 

An  Act  making  appropriationi  for  the  support  of 
the  Navy  of  the  United  Stalea,  duiing  the 
jtn  one  thousand  eight  handreil  and  ai    -  1363 

An  Act  to  proTide  for  the  adjUBtment  of  titles  of 
lend  in  the  town  of  Detroit  and  Territory  of 
Michigan,  and  brother  purpoees        -        >  I3S3 

An  Act  making  a  further  appropriation  towards 
completing  the  south  ning  of  the  Capitol,  at 
the  City  of  Waihington     ....  1S64 

An  Act  to  amend,  in  the  cases  therein  mention- 
ed, the  "Act  to  regulate  the  collection  of  da- 
tiea  on  imports  and  tonnage"      ...  1384 

An  Act  in  addition  to  an  act,  entitled  "An  act 
regulating  theigranti  of  land  and  providing 
for  the  disposal  of  the  lands  of  the  United 
State*  soath  of  the  State  of  Tennessee      -  1386 

Ad  Act  far  fbrti^ing  the  ports  and  harbors  of  the 

United  Sutea,  and  for  building  gunboats    -  1267 


Page. 

An  Act  for  establishing  trading-housea  nith  the 

Indian  tribes •  I3B7 

An  Act  for  the  punishment  of  coontarieiting  the 
cnneot  coin  of  the  United  States,  and  for 
other  purpose* 1390 

An  Act  to  repeal  so  much  of  any  act  or  acts  as 
authoriies  the  receipt  of  evidence*  of  the 
Public  Debt,  in  payment  for  the  lands  of 
the  United  Scales,  and  for  other  purposes, 


relative  to  the  Public  Debt 

An  Act  for  erecting  certain  light-honses  in  the 
State  of  Massachusett* ;  for  building  a  bea- 
con, or  pier,  at  Bridgeport,  in  the  Stato  of 
Connecticut ;  and  for  Axing  buoys  in  Pam- 
lico Sound,  in  the  State  of  North  Carolina 

An  Act  snpplenietiUty  to  the  act,  entitled  "An 
act  to  extend  jurisdiction  in  certain  cases  to 
the  Territorial  Courts        .        ■        ■ 

Aa  Act  making  appropriations  for  eattj^g 
effect  certain  tndum  treatiea 

An  Act  making  •□propristions  for  the  support  of 
the  Military  jSsUbliahment  of  the  Unit«d 
Stales,  for  the  year  one  thonsaud  eight  hun- 
dred and  six      -        -        -        -        - 

An  Ad  fiirther  to  alter  and  establish  certain  poi 
roads;  and  for  other  purposes    - 

A  Resolution  relaliTe  to  the  Danish  Consul 
Tripoli 
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